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{JCJ-We  have  seldom  issued  a sheet  containing  a 
greater  variety  of  useful  and  valuable  documents 
connected  with  the  politics  of  the  day,  than  the 
piesent,  viz: 

I.  The  address  of  the  republican  members  of  con- 

gress. 

II.  Gen.  McDuffie’s  opinions  of  the  sub-treasury 
scheme,  &c.  - 

III.  Judge  White’s  speech  at  the  Knoxville  din- 
ner. 

IV.  Letter  from  Mr.  Dickerson,  late  secretary  of 
the  n^vy,  in  reply  to  an  invitation  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Newark,  N.  J.,  to  partake  of  a public 
dinner. 

V.  Address  of  JV^r.  Briggs  of  Mass,  to  his  constitu- 

ents, on  declining  to  be  a candidate  for  re- 
election. 

VI.  Letter  of  Mr.  Crockett  of  Tenn.  in  reply  to 
an  invitation  to  partake  of  a public  dinner. 

We  have  also  on  file  a large  number  of  impor- 
tant papers  relaiing  to  this  subject,  which  we  will 
lay  before  our  readers  with  all  possible  despatch. 

Neapolitan  indemnity — {Official.)  Treasu- 
ry department,  1 st  Sept.  1838.  Notice  is  hereby 
given,  that  the  whole  of  the  fifth  instalment  of  the 
Neapolitan  indemnity  has  been  received  in  this 
country,  and  that  the  nett  proceeds  thereof  are 
$221,035  96.  Claimants  can  obtain  their  due  pro- 
portions of  it  on  application  to  the  Bank  of  Ameri- 
ca, in  New  York  city.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

treasury  notes — (Official.) 

Treasury  department,  September  1,  183S. 
The  whole  amount  of  treasury  notes  authorized  by 
the  act  of  October  12,  1837,  having  been  issued, 
viz:  $10,000,000  00 

And  there  having  tfeen  redeemed  of 

them  about  7,350,000  00 

The  new  emissions  made  in  place  of 
those  under  the  act  of  May  12, 

1838,  have  been  5,547,310  01 

There  have  been  redeemed  of  these 

last  about  100,000  00 

This  leaves  a bakJrjce  of  all  outstand- 
ing equal  to  only  about  $8,097,310  01 

Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  September  1,  1838. 
Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  the  outstanding  trea- 
sury notes  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  acts  of  con- 
gress of  the  12th  October,  1837,  and  the  act  addi- 
tional thereto,  will  be  paid  agreeably  to  their  tenor 
upon  presentment  at  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States  whenever  they  fall  due. 

Each  parcel  of  notes  offered  for  payment  should 
be  accompanied  by  a schedule,  showing  the  dates 
and  sums  of  the  several  notes,  with  the  rate  of  in- 
terest thereon. 

Holders  of  treasury  notes,  to  whom  it  may  be 
more  convenient  to  have  the  amount  due  upon  the 
same  made  available  at  either  of  the  ports  of  entry 
or  land  offices,  are  informed  that  all  collectors  and 
receivers  of  public  money  will  continue  to  receive 
them,  and  allow  the  principal  and  interest  due  there- 
on, in  payments  lor  lands  and  customs. 

Those  who  may  not  wish  to  use  the  notes  in  pay- 
ments to  the  United  States,  nor  find  it  convenient 
to  take  the  amount  due  on  them  at  the  treasury,  will 
be  accommodated  with  drafts  therefor,  payable  at 
their  places  of  residence,  whenever  it  is  found  to  be 
practicable.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretany  of  the  treasury. 

Navy  department,  Sept.  1,  1838.  The  firm 
of  Edward  McCall  and  Co.,  of  Lima,  have  been 
f.ppointed  special  agents  for  supplying  the  United 
States  squadron  on  the  Pacific  station. 

Texas.  Alarming  rumor.  The  New  Orleans 
Bulletin  of  the  25th  ult.  says,  that  an  officer  of  the 
steamboat  Teche,  states  that  before  that  vessel  left 
Natchitoches,  a report  reached  there  and  was  ge- 
nerally credited,  that  the  Indians  from  the  north 
had  invaded  Texas  in  a numerous  and  formidable 
body,  and  were  dri’  ing  the  white  population  before 


them  in  great  consternation.  The  town  of  Nacog- 
doches had  been  pillaged  and  burnt,  and  all  the  in- 
habitants driven  from  their  homes.  [Doubtful.] 

From  Havana.  There  were  three  arrivals  at 
New  Orleans  from  Havana  on  the  23d  ult.  Papers 
from  that  city,  as  late  as  the  13th.  were  received, 
which  state  that  Porto  Rico  was  in  possession  of 
the  insurgents,  except  the  fort  at  St.  Johns,  in 
which  the  governor  had  taken  refuge.  The  neces- 
sities of  the  queen  of  Spain  have  led  to  the  impo- 
sition of  additional  burdens  on  Ihe  Island  of  Cuba. 
The  good  people  have  been  called  upon  to  contri- 
bute $2,500,000  towards  paying  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  young  queen,  in  her  struggle  with 
Don  Carlos  for  the  throne  of  Spain.  The  governor 
general  and  his  counsellors,  ever  prompt  to  mani- 
fest their  loyalify,  have  set  about  raising  the  sum 
required,  by  levying  an  additional  duty  on  all  ar- 
ticles of  import,  and  an  export  duty  on  the  agricul- 
tural products  of  their  soil. 

The  yellow  fever  prevailed  at  Havana,  among  the 
non-acclimated  population.  Five  or  six  vessels 
are  reported  to  have  arrived  from  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ca, and  succeeded  in  landing  their  slaves. 

From  the  Pacific.  The  U.  S.  ship  North 
Carolina,  74,  was  at  Calloa  in  all  July.  The  Fal- 
mouth sloop  of  war  had  sailed  with  Mr.  Hodgson, 
who  had  the  treaty  of  the  Peru  Bolivian  confedera- 
tion with  the  United  States,  to  have  it  ratified  by 
Santa  Cruz.  The  Lexington  sloop  of  war  was  at 
Callao  in  May. 

The  French  squadron  at  Calloa  consisted  of  the 
Andromeda,  56  guns;  the  Venus,  50  guns;  and 
the  Alacrita  brig.  The  Chilian  squadron,  consist- 
ing of  seven  vessels,  was  off  Callao.  The  block- 
ade had  not  been  carried  into  effect  against  Peru. 

The  Perm  ian  squadron  of  four  vessels  was  moor- 
ed close  to  the  tow  n of  Callao. 

Elections.  North  Carolina.  According  to  the 
“Raleigh  Register”  the  whigs  have  a majority  of 
fourteen  in  the  legislature  on  joint  ballot,  viz:  lour 
in  the  senate,  and  ten  in  the  house. 

The  returns  for  governor  are  complete,  except 


nine  counties.  The  vote  stands: 

Dudley,  • 35,366 

Branch,  17,697 


Majority  for  Dudley,  17,669 

Dudley’s  majority  in  1836  in  the  coun- 
ties heard  from,  5,768 


Whig  gain,  13,901 


The  nine  counties,  it  is  said,  w ill  increase  Dud- 
ley’s majority. 

Illinois.  The  lllinoian  of  the  18th,  published  at 
Jacksonville,  has  the  following: 

“Below  we  give  the  returns  of  the  members 
elect  to  the  legislature,  so  far  as  heard  from.  There 
are  40  members  of  the  senate,  one- half  of  whom 
are  elected  at  each  general  election.  There  are  91 
members  in  the  lower  house.  In  the  last  legisla- 
ture there  were  only  IS  whigs  in  the  lower  house.” 
The  editor  then  gives  returns  as  follows: 

Senate. 


Whigs 

11 

Administration 

5 

Conservatives 

2 

House. 

Whigs 

42 

Administration 

30 

Conservatives 

5 

The  congressional  election  in  the  third  district  is 
extremely  close,  so  much  so  that  it  can  scarcely  be 
determined  with  certainty  until  the  official  returns 
are  made  up.  The  Peoiia  Register  of  the  15th  has 
returns  from  all  the  counties  in  the  district  except 
Calhoun,  which  give  Stuart,  the  whig  candidate, 
170  votes  more  than  Douglass,  his  V.  B.  opponent. 
Another  account  contains  all  the  returns  except 
those  from  the  county  of  Iroquois,-  ard  giver  Stuart 
a majority  of  13.  The  St.  Louis*  Eurteti'n  and  Re- 
publican both  regard  Mr  -a.  ae'eleaied. 

Rhode  Island.  The  IJeztion  lor  representatives 
to  the  state  legislature,  tdok  place  in  Rhode  Island 
on  Tuesday.  Ero’sn  “the  Providence  journal  of 
Wednesday,  we.  fc-jfn'that  in  Provfdenie^Cranston’, 


Johnston,  Scituate,  Barrington,  Warwick  and 
Smithfield,  the  representatives  chosen  last  spring 
are  re-elected,  without  exception.  In  North  Provi- 
dence, one  is  re-elected,  and  the  other  would  have 
been,  had  he  not  declined.  As  it  was,  another  per- 
son of  the  same  politics  (.  W.)  is  elected  in  his  stead. 
The  last  house  contained  45  whigs  and  27  Van 
Buren  men.  The  towns  above  mentioned,  have 
elected  16  whigs  and  4 VanBnren — same  as  before.  * 

The  tow  n of  Providence,  by  a vote  of  407  to 
338,  has  decided  that  no  licenses  shall  be  granted  in 
that  town  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  for 
one  year  from  the  l?i  Monday  in  October  next. 
North  Providence,  ditto,  68  majority.  Warwick 
has  voted  to  grant  licences. 

Missouri.  Harrison  and  Miller,  the  administra- 
tion candidates  for  congress,  were  nearly  4,000 
ahead  of  their  competitors  at  the  last  accounts,  and 
ten  or  twelve  counties  to  be  heard  from.  In  the 
legislature  the  administration  party  will  have  a ma- 
jority of  about  25  on  joint  ballot. 

Alabama.  The  “Globe”  says,  that  the  Wetumpka 
Argus  of  August  22  gives  returns  from  37  counties, 
which  have  returned  to  the  legislature  63  members 
in  favor  of  the  sub-treasury,  and  28  against  it. 
Eleven  counties  remain  to  be  heard  from,  which 
will  increase  the  majority. 

Mr.  Crabb  (W.)  has  been  elected  to  congress,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Lawler. 

The  democratic  state  convention  of  New  Jersey 
assembled  at  Trenton  on  Wednesday  last  and  no- 
minated the  following  congressional  ticket;  Phile- 
mon Dickerson,  Manning  Force,  Peter  D.  Vroom, 
Daniel  B.  Ryali,  William  R.  Cooper  and  Jos.  Kille. 
The  election  takes  place  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
October. 

Banks,  currency,  &c.  Philadelphia  money 
market.  Bicknell’s  Reporter  of  Tuesday  says  that 
the  money  market  in  that  city,  for  the  last  week, 
has  been  rather  tight.  The  rate  out  of  doors  was 
from  9 to  10  per  cent.  The  banks,  although  a little 
cautious,  are  as  liberal  as  could  be  expected. 

The  New  York  Post  states  that  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  has  purchased  500,000  dollars  of  the 
bonds  of  the  Real  Estate  Bank  of  the  state  of  Ar- 
kansas, from  the  commissioners  now  in  that  city. 

New  York  money  market.  The  Express  of  Tues- 
day says — 

There  has  been  a sudden  change  in  domestic  ex- 
changes to-day.  Mississippi  has  been  sold  at  only 
10  per  cent,  discount,  an  improvement  of  four  per 
cent,  in  as  many  days.  It  is  now  said  that  the  Ag- 
ricultural Bank  of  that  state  has  made  a loan  of  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Exchange  on  Alabama 
and  Tennessee  is  down  to  eight  per  cent.,  and  Geor- 
gia to  3 per  cent.  These  are  evidences  of  a most 
cheering  character,  for  only  90  days  ago  exchange 
on  these  three  first  named  states  vva3  from  20  to  30 
per  cent. 

A new  bank  is  about  to  go  into  operation  in  Cin- 
cinnati, under  the  title  of  the  Mechanics’  and  Tra- 
ders’ Bank  of  Cincinnati.  Dr.  W.  Price  has  been 
appointed  president,  and  Wm.  Surtees,  cashier. 

The  packet  ship  Francois  1st  from  Havre,  brings 
666,000  francs  in  gold,  on  accountof  the  Neapolitan 
indemnity. 

Within  the  last  eighteen  months  the  banks  in  Cin  • 
cinnati  have  reduced  their  line  of  discounts  a mil- 
mion  and  a half  of  dollars. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  Aug.  24.  The  money  market 
has  undergone  but  little  change  since  our  last  no- 
tice. The  banks  are  all  preparing  lor  resumption, 
and  we  should  not  be  surprised  to  see  that  event 
brought  about  about  six  weeks  or  two  months  in 
anticipation  of  the  1st  of  January.  There  is,  as 
we  have  before  remarked,  a feeling  of  opposition 
to  resumption  among  some  of  our  friends,  and  it  is 
said  out  of  doors,  that  the  managers  of  the  new 
S’anky  ar^  ainpng  the  number.  Their  notion  is  to 
postpone  thfi  dpj-jto  1st  July,  1839,  and  tailing  in 
this,  in  "co’nSeqye-riCe.of  the  determination  of  the 
old  banks,  their  Rolkns'will  probably  be  to  pay  spe- 
cie, ip  the  fall.  •,* 

'-he,  £htes  on  sontnqnv  Tioney  are  u little  lower 
dliat)  fijst  week;  and  preniiuin  funds  not  quite  so 
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hi<*h.  Bank  checks  on  Philadelphia  are  abundant 
at°10  per  cent.;  brokers  drawing  at  a shade  less. — 
About  $15,000  in  treasury  notes  changed  hands  a 
few  days  since  at  10  per  cent. 

We  quote  brokers  rates  on  premium  funds  as 
follows: 


Buying. 


Selling 


Gold, 

8 

a 

9 

10 

a 

11 

Silver, 

8 

a 

9 

10 

a 

11 

Treasury  notes, 

8 

a 

9 

10 

a 

11 

U.  Status  notes, 

8 

a 

9 

11 

a 

12 

Checks  on  East, 

8 

a 

9 

9i 

a 

10 

Kentucky, 

8 

a 

- 

10 

a 

11 

Indiana, 

7 

a 

- 

9 

a 

10 

New  Orleans, 

3 

a 

4 

4 

a 

5 

The  rates  of  discount 

on 

Mississippi  a; 

nd  Alaba- 

Selling. 


9 

a 

10 

, 9 

a 

11 

10 

a 

121 

10 

20 

a 

m 

40 

25 

a 

49 

6 


ina  funds: 

Buying. 

Ala.  State  bank  & br’s,  1 a 2 
, Mobile  banks,  2 

Natchez, 

Vicksburg!)  Rail  . 

Woodville, 

Manchester, 

Columbus, 

Brandon, 

Vicksburgh  new  b’ksr25 
The  Nashville  Banner  thinks  that  although  the 
banks  of  Tennessee  are  prepared  to  resume  specie 
payments,  the  people  of  the  state  are  not  yet  in  a 
condition  to  bear  the  operation  single-handed;  but, 
(continues  the  editor)  — 

“If  Alabama,  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  will  act 
in  concert  with  Tennessee  on  this  occasion,  then 
the  banks  of  the  latter  can  resume  with  ease  to 
themselves  and  without  distress  to  the  community,  j 
at  any  lime  that  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon,  j 
We  do  not  sell  to  Kentucky  or  to  the  states  east  ot  j 
us.  Our  produce  goes  below,  and  it  is  to  that  point,  j 
tnatour  attention  should  be  turned  in  fixing  upon  a | 
suitable  time  for  resumption.  Any  day  that  will 
suit  Alabama,  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  will  suit  j 
us,  be  it  to-morrow. 

The  Nashville  Whig,  in  noticing  the  grounds  ! 
taken  by  its  contemporary,  says — 

“We  beg  to  say  to  the  friends  of  early  resump- 
tion throughout  the  state,  (as  well  as  to  the  com-  j 
mercial  puulic  abroad,)  that  nothing,  vve  believe, 
can  now  change  the  determination  of  the  Union  and  | 
Planters’  banks  to  restore  confidence,  and  whatever  | 
may  be  the  adverse  feeling  in  certain  quarters,  the  1 
preparations  for  resumption  on  the  1st  ol  January  '■ 
(or  first  of  November  if  deemed  expedient,)  will  \ 
go  on,  and  the  good  work  be  accomplished.” 

Mexico.  From  the  New  York  Courier.  The 
barque  Ann  Louisa,  which  sailed  from  this  port  lor 
Vera  Cruz,  arrived  otfi  that  place  on  the  2d  August, 
and  having  been  ordered  away  by  the  French 
blockading  squadron,  returned  here  yesterday.  Her 
passengers  were  allowed  to  land,  and  her  letters 
sent  on  shore,  but  no  other  communication  was  al- 
lowed. 

The  French  squadron  consisted  of  the  frigates 

L’Herminie  and  , (the  name  as  reported  to 

us  is  unintelligible,)  the  brigs  Alcibiade,  Laurier, 
Uncco  Heijo,  and  schooner  Barbaretta.  Captain 
Barr  was  informed  by  the  French  officers,  they  ex- 
pected the  blockade  would  continue  some  time 
longer,  as  there  appeared  no  hopes  ol  an  amicable 
arrangement,  and  that  the  Mexicans  are  fitting  out 
two  vessels  of  war  at  Vera  Cruz. 

Canada.  The  congress  of  governors  lately  as- 
sembled at  Quebec  has  broken  up.  Sir  Colin 
Campbell  and  Sir  Charles  Fitzroy,  governors  of  No- 
va Scotia  and  Prince  Edward’s  island,  embarked 
for  their  respective  governments,  on  board  the 
steam  ship  Medea,  on  Saturday  last. 

The  frigate  Inconstant  and  the  sloop  of  war 
Vestal  sailed  from  Quebec  for  Bermuda  on  Friday. 
The  Inconstant  had  been  lying  at  Quebec  since  the 
9th  of  May.  [N.  Y.  Com.  Jldv. 

Arrest  of  two  Frenchmen  in  New  York. 
From,  the  New  York  Express  of  Monday.  The  sud- 
den disappearance  of  two  Frenchmen,  who  were 
arrested  on  Saturday,  by  order  ol  the  police  of  this 
city,  and  their  imprisonment  on  board  the  French 
ship  Dido,  have  caused  a good  deal  of  excitement, 
and  have  certainly  created  a question  for  exolana- 
tion,  if  not  for  an  adjudication  of  the  high  powers 
of  the  state.  It  appears  that  the  French  vice  con- 
sul procured  from  justice  Bloodgood  a warrant  (or 

the  arrest  of  Denoit  Marsaud  and Rtroorkl,. 

charged  as  deserters  from  the  French  ship  Alexan- 
dre, w hich,  sometime  ago,  our  readers  will  remem- 
ber, entered  the  harbor  of  Newport,  and  there  ex- 
hibited such  signs  of  having  been  guilty  of  piracy, 
as  to  cause  the  arrest  of  the  officers,  which  piracy, 
by  the  way,  seems  to  have,  been  substantiated  by 


the-late  news  from  Bordeaux.  The  police  officers 
T.  M.  Lyon  and  Gilchrist,  arrested  the  two  French- 
men at  the  hotel  at  Fort  Hamilton,  Long  Island, 
where  they  were  on  the  look  out  lor  the  ship  Star, 
bound  to  New  Orleans,  on  board  of  which  they 
had  put  their  luggage,  and  taken  their  passage — 
The  officers  put  them  on  board  the  French  ship 
Dido,  about  noon  on  Saturday,  as  she  was  dropping 
down  to  the  Narrows:  and  the  two  French  ships 
sailing  early  Sunday  morning,  the  Frenchmen  were 
carried  off  without  trial  by  judge  dr  jury.  The 
officers  had  a good  deal  of  difficulty  and  danger  in 
making  the  arrest.  The  two  Frenchmen  barricaded 
their  doors,  and  defended  them  as  well  as  they 
could.  In  their  luggage  on  board  the  Star,  were 
found  several  thousand  dollars  in  gold  pieces, — cut- 
lasses, fire  arms,  and  ammunition,  which  seemed 
to  show  that  they  had  been  guilty  of  piracy,  or  in- 
tended piracy.  The  officers,  it  is  said,  received 
from  the  French  vice  consul  $100  each  lor  their 
services.  It  is  also  reported  that  one  of  the  French- 
men arrested  is  Marsaud,  the  soi-disant  captain  of 
the  Alexandre. 

What  creates  the  sensation  is  the  summary  man- 
ner in  which  our  culprits,  if  culprits  they  be,  were 
taken  off  in  the  Dido.  Why  the  officers  charged  j 
with  the  execution  of  a police  warrant  should  have  j 
surrendered  the  bodies  to  a foreign  vessel  of  war, 
has  not  yet  been  explained.  Justice  Bloodgood, 
when  he  heard  they  had  been  thus  surrendered, 
started  for  the  Battery,  but  the  Dido  was  down  the 
Narrows,  out  of  his  jurisdiction.  Why  the  French 
vice  consul  should  have  thus  participated,  if  ac- 
quainted with  our  laws,  in  so  palpable  a violation  of 
them,  has  not  yet  been  explained;  or  if  Marsaud 
be  one  of  the  prisoners,  why  the  French  vice  con- 
sul at  Newport  should  have  been  bail  for  his  release, 
is  also  inexplicable  yet.  Whether  there  has  been 
an  effort  to  obtain  possession  of  pirates  under  the 
charge  of  desertion,  we  do  not  know,  or  why  these 
men  were  bound  to  New  Orleans,  thus  armed,  we 
cannot  tell.  The  whole  affair  has  gone  before  the 
mayor,  to  whom  justice  Bioodgood  referred  the  facts, 
and  we  doubt  not  we  shall  soon  have  the  full  bene- 
fit of  his  investigation.  . 

The  following  paragraph  on  this  subject  is  from 
the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  of  Tuesday 
afternoon. 

Arrest  of  the  two  Frenchmen.  It  is  stated  that  the 
two  individuals  arrested  and  put  on  board  the  French 
frigate  that  sailed  from  this  port  on  Saturday,  were 
the  captain  and  mate  of  the  French  ship  Alexandre, 
on  board  of  which  piracy  and  murder  are  supposed 
to  have  been  committed.  V/e  have  heard  that  they 
had  taken  passage  for  New  Orleans  on  board  the 
ship  Star,  and  that  their  trunks,  being  examined, 
were  found  to  contain  a large  amount  in  gold  and 
silver.  The  circumstances  of  their  arrest  and  con- 
veyance on  board  the  frigate,  are  in  course  of  ex- 
aminalion  before  the  mayor.  Querc — Suppose  it 
should  appear  that  they  were  not  deserters  from  the 
frigate,  as  alleged  when  the  warrant  was  applied  for, 
what  will  be  tire  proper  course  for  our  city  authori- 
ties and  general  government  to  pursue?  Must  the 
two  men  be  demanded  from  the  French  govern- 
ment? Or  in  what  other  way  must  the  violation  of 
our  national  rights  be  redressed? 

The  New  York  American  of  Tuesday  afternoon 
contains  the  following  explanatory  paragraph: 

The  consul  general  of  France  has  called  upon  us 
to  say,  that  the  reports  which  have  bpen  current 
within  a day  or  two,  on  fhe  subject  of  the  arrest  of 
two  deseiters  from  the  Didon,  are  materially  incor- 
rect. It  is  true,  that  a warrant  was  taken  out  by 
M.  de  la  Flcchelle,  the  vice  consul,  for  the  arrest  of 
Benoit  Marsaud,  and  Jean  Remond,  in  which  they 
are  named  as  deserters  from  the  French  ship  Alex- 
andre, and  not  the  Didon,  and  are  so  described  by 
the  Justice  issuing  the  writ.  It  was  not  served  by 
the  police  officers,  who  never  had  any  communica- 
tion with  the  men.  On  being  made  aware  of  the 
fact,  Marsaud  and  Remond,  with  the  hope  of  re- 
ceiving some  credit  for  a voluntary  surrender,  came 
up  to  the  consulate,  and,  after  stipulating  that  the 
wife  of  the  former  should  be  taken  with  them  in 
the  frigate,  went  on  board  of  their  own  accord,  and 
not  in  compliance  with  the  warrant;  in  open  day, 
and  not  at  night,  as  was  asserted.  M.  de  la  Forest 
has  shown  us  the  warrant,  which  he  assures  us  was 
neverserved,  and  he  promises  to  procure  the  attes- 
tation of  the  police  officers  to  that  effect. 

Duties  on  manufactures  of  silk.  From  the  New 
York  Gazette  of  Wednesday  last.  The  collector  of  this 
port  returned  to  the  city  on  Monday  from  Washington, 
whither, he  had  'gone  on  business  in  relation  to  the  ex- 
ecution 'of  tfie  circular  issued  by  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, requiring  the  exaction,  of  duties  on  free  goods. 
All  invoices  of  the  aftieles'ifi  question  that  were  enter- 
ed at  the  custom  house  and  Svyoh?  to  before  the  17th 
irst.  are  permitted  to  pass  duty  free,  but  those  entered 
subsequently  have  the' duties  levied  upon  them. 


It  is  stated  that  some  modifications  have  been  made 
in  the  new  construction  put  on  the  compromise  act,  but 
what  they  are  we  have  not  heard.  The  circular  was 
understood  at  first  as  only  embracing  silk  goods  coming 
from  this  side  of  the  Cape  of  Good- Hope,  but  we  are 
informed  that  25  per  cent,  duty  has  been  required  with- 
in few  days  on  an  invoice  of  linens,  which  has  here- 
tofore been  adniitted  free. 

The  strings.  Fran  the  Richmond  Enrpiuer  of  the 
31st  alt.  We  lay  before  our  readers  an  interesting  ac- 
count (from  the  Lewisburg  Enquirer)  of  a Pic.  Nic  party 
recently  given  at  ihe  Wilke  Sulphur  springs.  If  we 
scan  the  politics  of  the  distinguished  gentlemen  who 
are  specified,  who  will  not  agree  with  our  correspon-. 
dent  yvho  lately  wrote  us:  “The  lines  of  party  seem  to 
be  effaced  here?’’  When  we  alluded  to  this  courteous 
spirit  prevailing  and  mingling  in  the  intercourse  of  the 
whigs,  the  other  day,  the  New  York  Express  exclaimed 
with  a hah!  Will  he  say  bah  also  to  this  “junction  of 
the  waters’’  at  the  Pic  Nic  dinner? 

A letter  from  the  White  Sulpher  of  the  25th  states, 
that  “Perhaps  no  watering  place  in  America  has  ever 
exhibited  as  much  beauty,  wealth , and  talent,  as  are  com- 
bined in  the  company  now  assembled  from  almost  every 
quarter  of  the  union.  Our  amiable  and  excellent  presi- 
dent will  leRve  us  on  Monday  next  (last  Monday)  for 
the  Blue  Sulphur.  He  will  see  all  tiie  springs,  and  re- 
turn to  Washington  via  the  Natural  Bridge,  Lexington 
and  Winchester.  He  lias  so  deported  Limself,  as  to 
gain  on  the  esteem  of  his  friends,  and  challenge  the  re- 
spect of  his  political  adversaries.” 

Lewisburg,  Avgust  2-1. 

White  Sulphur  springs.  The  company  still  continue 
in  undiminished  lmmoers  at  this  attractive  watering 
place,  and  crowds  are  daily  pressing  in  tor  accommo- 
dations. The  president  and  secretary  of  war  are  still 
there,  with  many  other  distinguished  individuals  from 
various  stales  in  the  union.  A large  dinner  parly  of 
gentlemen  from  the  springs,  including  ihe  president  and 
many  other  distinguished  personages,  was  given  at  the 
Greenbrier  bridge  on  Tuesday  last,  for  an  account  of 
which  we  refer  to  the  following  extract  from  a letter 
from  a gentleman  written  home,  which  we  have  been 
politely  favored  with,  giving  a very  lively  description  of 
the  affair: 

‘'■White  Sulpher,  Aug.  21,  1833. 

“In  addition  lo  the  m my  delightful  enjoyments  at 
this  gay  place  we  have  had  for  several  weeks  past,  I 
must  not  omit  mentioning  the  dinner  at  the  bridge  yes- 
terday. Col.  Downing,  lire  popular  delegate  from  Flo- 
rida, and  the  party  of  Floridians  in  company,  judge 
Allen,  judge  Randall,  gen.  Hernandez,  and  some  others 
who  have  been  spending  seme  weeks  here,  being  desi- 
rous of  showing  some  respect  to  the  president,  and  of 
extending  their  cordial  civilities  among  their  numerous 
friends  here,  guests  of  the  place,  gave  a handsome  bar- 
bae uc  dinner  at  the  Greenbrier  bridge,  about  five  miles 
from  the  springs.  The  company  consisted  of  a little 
over  100  gentlemen;  yard  I venture  to  say,  that  in  no 
spot  in  the  U.  K.  (beyond  ihe  precincts  of  Washington 
white  congress  is  in  session,)  could  there  be  found  a more 
distinguished  and  select  company  than  were  here,  acci- 
dentally as  it  were,  gathered  together  in  the  mountains. 
Among  fire  distinguished  guests  were  the  president  of 
the  U.  >3.,  the  secretary  of  war,  Mr.  Roane,  Mr.  Rives, 
Mr.  Strange,  Mr.  Nicholas,  of  the  senate  of  the  U.  S., 
Mr.  Win.  Cost  Johnson,  Mr.  Legate,  Mr  Wise,  Mr. 
Thomas,  G.  O.  Miller,  col.  Downing,  xnul  col.  Bcirne, 
of  lire  house  of  representatives,  judge  G.  W.  Campbell, 
judge  Cabell,  judge  May,  judge  Mason,  D.  C.,  judge 
Allen,  judge  Randall,  judge  Breeden,  gen.  Hernandez, 
gen.  Weightman,  col.  Sanchez,  and  very  many  other 
gentlemen  of  the  first  respectability  from  almost  every 
section  of  the  union,  from  New  York  to  Louisiana. 

“The  dinner  was  served  up  under  a large  green  arbor 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  prepared  for  the  occasion, 
and  with  myrtle  leaves  for  a canopy  over  our  devoted 
heads,  we  all  sat  down  with  smiling  faces  to  do  justice 
to  the  delicacies  the  mountains  had  produced.  Shall  I 
tell  you  what  vve  had’  As  you  never  get  deer  until 
lale  in  the  winter,  we  will  commence  with  him.  Wo 
had  him  in  haunch,  in  stake,  and  in  s'evv.  Arid  the 
little  giey  squirrel  was  thought  by  a great  many  to  be  a 
delicale  mouthful.  We  had  poultry  of  all  kinds,  foiest 
pheasants,  and  trout  from  Howard’s  creek;  and  then 
came  the  barbacue  meats,  all  smoking  and  savory  to 
give  us  double  appetites.  As  I know  you  are'tfond  of 
particulars;  the  servants  were  duelling  all  the  lime,  with 
champagne  corks  behind  our  backs,  and  the  table  was 
sparkling  with  wine  and  wit.  It  was  at  this  stage  of 
our  proceedings,  w hen  there  was  a sudden  cessation  of 
the  clatter x>f  knives  and  finks,  and  a deafening  round 
of  applause,  Murray’s  band  shuck  up  “Barney,  leave 
the  gals  alone,’’  and  all  eyes  were  turned  towards  col. 
Downing,  who  appeared  leading  in  the  hum  John  Bar- 
ney of  Baltimore.  He  came  late  and  gave  as  his  ex- 
cuse, that  the  ladies  at  ihe  springs,  finding  themselves 
deserted  by  their  beaus,  hadseized  on  him,  and  he  had 
just  made  his  escape  from  Paradise  Row,  and,  covered 
'with  glory  and  dust,  had  come  to  join  our  party. 

“Tne  president  appeared  to  enjoy  himself  very  much, 
as  did  the  rest  of  the  company.  We  were  regaled  with 
a fine  refreshing  breeze  from  the  mountain  during  our 
whole  time  of  dinner.  No  political  toasts  or  speeches, 
and  no  party  distinctions;  leading  Van  Buren  men, 
whigs,  and  conservatives  all  met  in  harmony  and  for 
sociability.  We  all  came  about  7 o’clock  in  the  even- 
ing, passing  through  the  enchanting  scenery  of  this 
beautiful  region,  and  arrived  at  the  springs  in  time  to 
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meet  the  ladies  in  the  ball  room,  and  give  an  account 
of  our  absence  during  the  day.” 

Virginia  springs.  It  may  be  said  that  this  is  the 
height  of  the  springs  season,  and  we  suppose  the  num- 
ber of  strangers  in  the  mountains,  at  the  various  water- 
ing places,  to  be  not  far  short  of  two  thousand  persons. 
The  White  Sulphur  company  is  still  undiminished,  not- 
withstanding the  frequent  changes  by  departure  and  ar- 
rival. The  boarding  housesin  ttie  neighborhood  are  yet 
full.  The  company  at  the  Red  Sulphur,  Salt  Sulphur, 
Blue  Sulphur,  and  Sweet  Springs,  continue  with  but 
little  variation  since  our  report  of  last  week.  Pehaps 
the  Sweet  Spring  has  received  an  accession  to  its  num- 
bers. The  weather,  although,  dry  is  very  favorable  to 
the  springs,  and  contributes  much  to  their  amusements 
and  fashionable  pastimes. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  London  papers  to  the  23d  and  Liverpool  lo 
the  24th,  both  inclusive,  received  at  New  York. 

Among  the  passengers  in  the  Mediator  at  New 
York  is  the  hon.  Richard  Rush,  who  brings  with  him 
the  avails  of  the  Smithson  bequest,  in  gold,  amount- 
ing to  half  a million  of  dollars. 

Letters  from  iieut.  Lynch,  of  the  Euphrates  steam- 
er, announce  that  he  had  ascended  the  river  of  the 
same  name  from  Bussorah  to  Hit,  a distance  of  about 
500  miles  in  120  hours — that  he  bad  found  no  par- 
ticular difficulty  in  passing  the  Lu.nlum  marshes, 
nor  encountered  the  slightest  opposition  from  the 
Arabs. 

Lieut.  Lynch  added,  that  he  Intended  to  continue 
his  ascent  the  next  day  (May  31,)  and  had  little 
doubt  of  proceeding  as  high  up  the  river  as  Beles, 
the  nearest  point  to  the  great  commercial  mart  ot 
Aleppo,  by  which  exploit  the  original  intention  and 
object  of  the  Euphrates  expedition,  so  far  as  the 
quest  on  of  the  navigation  of  that  great  river  is  con- 
cerned, would  be  completely  accomplished. 

The  continent  news  by  these  arrivals  does  notap- 
pear  very  interesting.  The  King  of  Sweden  had 
been  thrown  from  his  horse,  when  returning  from  a 
review,  and  was  much  hurt,  (hough  now  convales- 
cent. 

The  Russian  consul  at  Alexandria  has  been  noti- 
fied by  bis  government  to  signify  to  Mahomet  Ali 
that  the  emperor  Nicholas  highly  disapproves  of  the 
tone  and  attitude  he  has  assumed  towards  the  Porte, 
and  to  induce  him  to  renounce  his  views  and  preten- 
sions. 

The  French  squadron  under  admiral  Gallois,  was 
at  Smyrna,  29th  June.  The  Christian  population  of 
Smyrna  continued  free  from  the  plague,  its  attacks 
being  confined  to  the  Jewish  inhabitants. 

A Paris  paper  mentions  that  an  insurrection  had 
broken  out  in  Malaga,  in  which  Paleria,  the  captain 
general,  had  been  massacred:  the  statement,  how- 
ever, is  generally  believed  to  he  without  founda- 
tion. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  lord  Ashley,  on  the  20th 
of  July,  brought  forward  a motion  that  an  address  be 
presented  to  the  queen  expressing  the  regret  of  the 
house,  that  the  law  for  regulating  the  labor  of  chil- 
dren in  factories  had  been  found  imperfect  and  in- 
e ectual.  The  motion  was  Iosf  by  a majority  of  fif- 
teen votes  against  it. 

The  queen  had  presented  to  each  of  the  young  la- 
dies who  bore  Iter  train,  a superb  diamond  ring  sur- 
rounded with  turquoises. 

The  Dublin  Mail  says  that  sir  Edward  Blakeney 
is  to  succeed  sir  John.  Colborne  in  Canada. 

The  wheat  crop  in  Great  Biitain,  it  is  now  gener- 
ally admitted,  lias  improved  and  to  an  extent  hardly 
credible.  Many  say  there  will  be  an  abundant  har- 
vest. 

A lettei  from  Paris  dated  July  22,  slates  that  king 
Leopold  of  Belgium  lias  been  prevailed  on  by  his 
father-in-law,  king  Louis  Phillippe,  to  consent  to 
evacuate  the  provinces  of  Luxemburg  and  Lemburg, 
but  still  objected  1°  the  article  of  the  treaty  relating 
to  the  pecuniary  indemnification  awarded  lo  Hol- 
land. Leopold  was  to  leave  Paris  tor  Brussels  on 
Sunday,  July  22. 

The  select  committee  of  the  house  of  commons  on 
the  post  office,  have  come  to  the  resolution  to  make 
two  pence  the  uniform  rate  of  postage  all  over  the 
county,  for  letters  not  weighing  over  half  an  ounce. 

The  society  for  propagating  the  Gospel  in  foreign 
parts,  has  emancipated  the  apprentices  on  its  estates 
in  the  Island  of  Jamaica. 

Mr.  Babbage  has  expressed  a favorable  opinion  of 
the  remarkable  mathematical  talents  of  Mangiamele, 
the  Sicilian  youth,  son  of  a poor  shepherd,  who  has 
come  over  to  England  with  a view  to  some  encou- 
ragement in  the  publication  of  a treatise  on  a new 
processor  mental  calculation, and  the  simplification 
of  arithmetic.  On  the  20th  July,  accompanied  by 
Emanuel  Comparato,  an  Italian  professor  of  mathe- 
matics, he  was  introduced  to  the  duke  of  Sussex, 
and  in  his  presence,  and  that  of  M.  Konig,  foreign 
secretary  to  the  royal  society,  and  the  chevalier  Bei- 
nardi,  he  answered  a variety  of  complicated  ques- 


tions in  arithmetic  propounded  to  him,  in  less  than 
an  ordinary  computer  conld  work  them  on  paper. 

According  to  the  London  Morning  Chronicle,  a 
great  amount  of  British  capital  was  being  invested 
in  steam  shipping  for  various  parts  of  the  world. 
“Of  these  (it  adds)  above  5,000  tons  are  to  be  laid 
down  lor  the  companies  from  England  to  New  York, 
all  to  be.  built  in  England,  where  steam  machinery 
is  known  to  be  much  more  economical  and  perfect 
than  in  the  United  States.  A company  is  also  in 
progress  ior  steam  navigation  on  a large  scale  to  the 
East  Indies,  by  way  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope; 
and  another  for  the  establishment  of  iron  steamers 
in  the  Ganges  and  its  tributaries  lo  the  city  of  Agra, 
which  will  cover  a thousand  miles  of  the  presiden- 
cy of  Bengal.  To  Brazil,  there  are  steam  vessels 
about  to  depart  from  Liverpool,  for  the  navigation 
of  the  coast  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  Bahia  and  Per- 
nambuco; and  one  iron  vessel  also  is  building  at 
Southampton  for  the  Rio  Doce  river;  whilst  a third 
company  has  obtained  an  exclusive  privilege  for  the 
navigation,  by  steam  vessels,  of  the  bay  of  Bahia 
for  a certain  numberof  years.  All  these  undertak- 
ings must  absorb  no  inconsiderable  amount  of  capi- 
tal, nor  can  English  enterprise,  perhaps,  be  direct- 
ed to  any  more  useful  channel  than  the  extension 
of  the  advantage  of  steam  navigation  to  so  many 
distant  quarters  of  the  world.” 

The  papers  affirm  that  foreign  intervention  in 
the  affairs  of  Switzerland  becomes  daily  more  pro- 
bable— the  immediate  objects  being  the  suppres- 
sioli  of  the  convents,  and  to  procure  the  expulsion 
of  Louis  Bonaparte.  A Fatal  affray  had  taken 
place  in  the  Schweitz  district,  between  the  aristo- 
crats and  liberals,  in  which  the  landamman  and 
another  person  were  killed. 

The  new  crusade  against  the  press  in  France 
continued  to  be  pushed  with  vigor.  The  printing 
presses  of  the  Liberal  and  of  Douai  were,  on  the 
19th  of  July,  sealed  up  by  the  officers  of  the  go- 
vernment, under  a charge  of  being  employed  in 
clandestine  printing. 

Thunder  storms  hare  been  general  and  destruc- 
tive in  France.  At  Coinpiegne,  at  Paix,  at  Ro- 
zieres,  and  at  Amiens,  considerable  damage  had 
been  done  by  the  lightning.  In  Paris  and  its  vici- 
nity, the  weather  continues  beautiful,  and  the  tem- 
perature delightful,  ranging  from  60  to  70  degrees 
of  Fahrenheit. 

Marshal  Souit  had  arrived  at  Birmingham  from  j 
London  in  a special  train  of  railroad  cars,  coming, 
in  five  hours,  and  proceeded  immediately  on  to  Li 
verpooi. 

An  interestingspectacle  lately  took  place  at  Paris. 
One  morning,  a cortege  of  'J 0 carriages  was  seen 
upon  the  Rue  Saint  Jacques.  It  was  ascertained 
they  were  the  500  pupils,  preceptors,  &c.,  of  trie 
ancient  college  of  Louis  Legrand,  who  were  going 
to  visit  Versailles,  whither  they  soon  arrived,  and 
were  met  by  the  king,  unattended,  in  the  Salon  des 
Battailles;  took  a peep  into  the  orangerie,  and 
thence  accompanied  tire  king  to  tire  iheaire  of  the 
palace,  where,  after  taking  tiieir  places  in  the 
boxes,  bis  majesty  made  them  an  affectionate 
speech,  apologizing  to  them  for  having  no  play  to 
offer  them. 

Tiie  departure  of  a member  of  parliament  is  no- 
ticed, for  a summer  excursion  in  Canada. 

A Mr.  William  Shakspear,  said  to  be  a descend- 
ant of  tiie  great  bard,  lias  brought  out  a drama 
called  the  Queen’s  Command.  Both  his  genealogy 
and  his  authorship  have  been  questioned. 

All  the  details  of  the  doings  of  the  Prince  de 
Joinville  at  Newport,  New  York,  &c.,are  minutely 
given  in  the  Paris  journals.  The  citizens  of  Brest 
gave  him  a great  entertainment  on  his  arrival. 

Egypt.  The  Malta  papers  relate  the  particulars, 
received  from  Bombay,  of  (lie  arrangements  for 
carrying  passengers  across  Egypt.  There  are  to 
be  a centre  station  and  four  intermediate  ones  erect- 
ed in  the  desert  between  Cairo  and  Suez.  Passen- 
gers landing  at  Suez  may  rest  and  then  make  a 
twenty-four  hours’ journey  to  Cairo,  where  there  is 
to  be  an  English  hotel.  The  expense  of  his  jour- 
ney is  to  be  61.  per  head.  The  pasha  intends  to 
have  small, steamers  on  the  Nile  and  the  canal. 

Spain.  Madrid  dates  are  to  (lie  12th  July.  The 
rumors  of  a change  in  the  cabinet  have  subsided. 
Financial  matters  continued  to  engage  the  earnest 
attention  of  government.  A committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  improve  the  revenue  fiom  customs. 

Intelligence  had  been  received  from  Madrid  of 
the  discovery  of  a Carlist  conspiracy  in  that  capi- 
tal, in  consequence  of  which  a number  of  arrests 
had  been  made.  No  movement  of  consequence  had 
been  made,  either  by  Don  Carlos  or  general  Espar- 
tero,  since  the  date  of  our  advices  by  the  Great 
Western. 

A letter  from  Rome,  dated  July  12,  mention  the 
assemblages  of  a numberof  Portuguese  Miguelites 
and  French  Carlisle  at  Naples,  with  a view'  to  get 


up  an  expedition  against  Madeira.  It  was  said 
timt  marshal  Beaumont  was  to  command  it. 

The  report  of  Espartero  having  abandoned  Peri- 
acerada,  had  caused  much  dissatisfaction  at  Madrid. 
Tiie  Carlists  have  organized  and  concentrated  large 
forces  on  that  general’s  left,  between  the  limits  of 
Biscay  and  the  Santander  mountains.  It  is  said 
that  Don  Carlos  intended  to  be  present  at  the-  action 
between  his  troops  and  Esparteros.  Tiie  Carlist 
cavalry  had  been  routed  in  a little  affair  near  Oteiza, 
whicli  the  Christenos  entered,  but  the  latter  even- 
tually retreated. 

Paris,  July  19.  Pressing  orders,  it  is  said,  had 
been  sent  to  Toulon,  by  telegraph,  for  the  fitting 
out  of  all  vessels  building  or  repairing  at  that  port, 
and  all  officers  on  leave  of  absence  had  been  re- 
called. 

I lie  conference  of  London  occupied  with  the 
IIollando-Bc-lgic  question  were  divided  in  the  dis- 
cussion ot  that  affair.  The  northern  powers,  wish- 
ing, as  a preliminary,  to  put  Holland  in  possession 
of  Limbourg  and  Luxemburg,  and  afterwards  to 
settle  the  questions  of  debt  and  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Scheldt.  France  and  England  wished  to  take 
the  treaty  as  a whole,  without  any  division.  Some 
of  tiie  Paris  papers  announce  the  arrival  there  of 
the  Duke  of  Sussex.  Gallignani  contradicts  it. 

A game  of  billiards  had  been  played  at  Paris,  for 
a wager,  on  horseback. 

From  the  Hampshire  Telegraph,  of  July  23. 

Tiie  Gorgon  steam  frigate,  to  which  coinmandc-r 
Dacres,  and  the  crew  of  the  Salamander,  have  been 
turned  over,  made  an  experimental  cruise  down  the 
river  on  the  2d  inst.  with  lord  Minto,  and  other 
lords  ot  the  admirality,  and  the  surveyor  of  the 
navy  &x.  on  board,  and  notwithstanding  her  im- 
mense bulk  and  her  draught  of  water,  13  ft.  for- 
ward and  14  ft.  6 inches  abaft,  she  attained,  after 
four  trials,  two  with  (lie  tide  and  two  against  it,  an 
average  of  velocity  through  tile  water  of  11  3-4 
miles  per  hour,  the  engines  making  19  1-2  strokes 
per  minute,  without  the  least  sensible  vibration  on 
board;  her  steerage  was  perfect,  one  man  at  the 
wheel  being  found  sufficient  for  all  ordinary  pur- 
poses. 

She  was  turned  round  repeatedly  in  the  river  in 
about  four  times  her  own  length,  occupying  in  the 
evolution  from  2 1-4  to  2 1 -2  minutes.  The  con- 
sumption of  fuel  ascertained  by  weighing,  was  one 
ton  of  Welsh  coals  per  hour,  equal  to  7 lbs.  per 
horse  power  per  hour  at  full  speed. 

Tiie  coal  boxes  holding  400  tons  of  coal  in  the 
engine  room,  will  be  sufficient  for  seventeen  days 
consumption,  at  full  speed;  10  days  more  coal  may 
be  occasionally  stowed  in  the  fore  and  after  hold, 
making  in  the  whole,  fuel  for  27  days;  this,  at  an 
average  speed  of  nine  miles,  will  carry  her  a dis- 
tance of  5800  miles  by  steam  alone. 

As  tills  steam  frigate  will  carry,  besides  the  crew, 
1,000  troops,  and  stores  and  provisions  for  two 
months,  it  is  evident  that  we  might,  at  pleasure, 
transport  a regiment  to  Odessa,  Constantinople,  or 
any  of  the  ports  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  to  St. 
Petersburg!!,  or  to  any  of  (he  northern  cities,  or  to 
tiie  West  Indies,  and  principal  American  ports, 
at  once  without  waiting  for  wind  or  stopping  for 
fuel. 

The  Gorgon  proceeded  yesterday  week  from 
Woolwich,  with  the  tiood  tide,  and  did  the  distance 
to  Gravesend  in  one  hour  and  forty  minutes,  and 
from  thence  to  tiie  Nore  Light  in  two  hours,  making 
tiie  whole  distance  from  Woolwich  to  the  Nore 
Light  (about  50  miles)  in  three  hours  and  forty 
minutes. 

She  ran  the  mile  in  Long  Reach,  against  the  flood 
tide,  in  six  minutes  and  fifteen  seconds,  equal  to  12 
miles  per  hour;  the  consumption  of  fuel  at  full 
speed,  (20  strokes,)  was  one  ton  per  hour,  or  7 
lbs.  per  horse  per  hour.  She  is  now  fitting  for  sea, 
at  Sheerness,  and  is  expected  to  go  down  the  chan- 
nel in  three  weeks. 

London  money  market,  July  21.  The  import  and 
export  trade  of  the  country  has  not  rallied  to  an  ex- 
tent during  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year, 
although  from  the  returns  which  have  been  made, 
a very  considerable  increase  in  the  mercantile 
operations  is  apparent,  as  compared  with  tiie 
amount  of  business  which  was  done  in  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1837.  This  is  attributable  to  a 
great  extent,  to  the  comparative  small  quantities  of 
eroods  which  are  being  forwarded  to  the  United 
States. 

The  produce  markets  have  been  more  brisk  this 
w'eek,  except  tea,  of  which  14,000,000  lbs.  have 
been  offered,  and  but  one  sixth  sold.  The  accounts 
from  America  by  the  Great  Western  are  not  satis- 
factory. Capitalists  and  speculators  show  little 
disposition  to  enter  into  fresh  enterprises. 

The  supply  of  capital  is  abundant.  Consols  have 
reached  94  1-2  without  the  dividend;  for  the  August 
account  account  the  same  value  has  also  been  paid. 
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From  the  London  Courier  of  July  21. 

City — twelve  o’clock— The  markets  for  the  public 
securities  are  passive  to-day,  and  the  notations  ge- 
nerally the  same  as  at  the  close  of  business  yester- 
day. Consols  are  9-1  1-2  to  14  for  money,  and 
94  1-4  to  3-4  for  the  account.  Exchequer  bills  are 
81s.  to  83s.  prem.,  and  bank  stock  206  to  207. 

THE  EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  officers  attached  to 
the  exploring  expedition,  which  sailed  from  Hamp- 
ton Roads  on  Saturday,  the  I8th  ult. 

SLOOP  OF  WAR  VINCENNES. 

Charles  Wilkes,  esq.  commander-in-chief. 
Thomas  T.  Craven,  first') 

Overton  Carr,  flag  I 

Robert  E Johnson,  2d  Vlieutenants. 

James  Alden,  3d  [ 

Wm.  Lewis  Maury  4th  J 

Edward  Gilchrist,  fleet  surgeon. 

R.  R.  Waldron,  purser  and  special  agent. 

J.  L.  Elliott,  chaplain. 

John  L.  Fox,  assistant  surgeon. 

John  S.  Whittle,  do  do 

George  M.  Totten,  passed  midshipman. 

William  Reynolds,  do  do 

William  May,  do  do 

Joseph  P.  Sanford,  do  do 

George  W.  Clark,  midshipman. 

Samuel  Elliott,  acting  do 
Wm.  Smith,  boatswain. 

W.  G.  Bright,  gunner. 

Wm.  L.  Laighton,  carpenter. 

J.  V.  Hawkins,  sailmaker. 

Benjamin  Vandervord,  pilot. 

R.  P.  Robinson,  purser’s  steward. 

SCIENTIFIC  CORPS. 

J.  P.  Couthong,  conchologist. 

Charles  Pickering,  naturalist. 

Joseph  Drayton,  draughtsman. 

J.  Breckenridge,  horticulturist. 

J.  G.  Brown,  repairer  of  instruments 

SLOOP  OF  WAR  PEACOCK. 

Wm.  L.  Hudson,  esq.  commanding. 

Samuel  P.  Lee,  1st  lieutenant. 

Wm.  M.  Walker,  2d  do 

Geo.  F.  Emmons,  3d  do 

Oliver  H.  Perry,  4th  do 

Thos.  A.  Budd,  master. 

J.  Frederic  Sickles,  surgeon. 

William  Speiden,  purser. 

Silas  Holmes,  assistant  surgeon. 

James  B.  Lewis,  passed  midshipman. 

Hans  Gansevort,  do  do 

Henly  Eld,  jr.  do  do 

Geo.  W.  Harrison,  do  do 

Wilkes  Henry,  midshipman. 

Wm.  H.  Hudson,  do 

Thomas  G.  Bell,  acting  boatswain. 

John  D.  Anderson,  gunner. 

James  Dibble,  carpenter. 

John  D.  Freeman,  sailmaker. 

Wm.  H.  Insley,  purser’s  clerk. 

SCIENTIFIC  CORPS. 

James  D.  Dana,  mineralogist. 

Titian  K.  Peale,  naturalist. 

Horatio  E.  Hale,  philologist. 

Francis  L.  Davenport,  interpreter. 

SHIP  RELIEF. 

A.  K.  Long,  esq,  commanding. 

Robert  F.  Pinckney,  J 

A.  L.  Case,  > lieutenants. 

Jos.  J.  Underwood,  ) 

James  C.  Palmer,  acting  surgeon. 

George  T.  Sinclair,  do  master. 

Alonzo  B.  Davis,  passed  midshipman. 

Thos.  W.  Cummings,  do  do 

James  L.  Blair,  midshipman. 

Jas.  B.  Harrison,  captain’s  clerk. 

BRIG  PORPOISE. 

Cadwallader  Ringgold,  esq.  commanding 
M.  G.  L.  Claiborne,  1st  lieutenant. 

H.  J.  Harlstein,  2d  do 
John  B.  Dale,  3d  do 
Chas.  F.  B.  Guillou,  assistant  surgeon. 

Aug.  L.  Baldwin,  acting  master. 

Simon  F.  Blunt,  passed  midshipman. 

Geo.  Colvocoressis,  do  do 

T.  W.  Woldron,  clerk. 

Oliver  Nelson,  acting  boatswain. 

Amos  Chick,  do  carpenter. 

John  Joines,  do  sail  maker. 

Wm.  H.  Morse,  purser’s  clerk. 

SCIENTIFIC  CORPS. 

Wm.  Rich,  botanist. 

Allred  F.  Agate,  assistant  draughtsman 

SCHOONER  FLYING  FISH. 

Samuel  R.  Knox,  passed  midshipman. 

Geo.W , Hammersley,  do  do 
Richard  Ellis,  acting  master’s  mate. 


SCHOONER  SEA  GULL. 

James  W.  E.  Reid,  passed  midshipman. 
F.  A.  Bacon,  do  do 

Isaac  Percival,  pilot. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  REPUBLICAN  MEM- 
BERS OF  CONGRESS. 

At  a meeting  of  republican  members  of  the  se- 
nate and  house  of  representatives  held  at  the  Capi- 
tol, July  6,  1838,  the  hen,  John  M.  Niles,  of 
Connecticut,  and  the  hon.  Charles  E.  Haynes, 
of  Georgia,  being  chairmen,  and  the  hon.  (Jcorge 
M.  Kehn,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  hon.  H.  L. 
Turney-,  of  Tennessee,  acting  as  secretaries,  the 
Address  to  the  People  of  the  United  States  was 
received  and  further  considered,  whereupon,  on 
motion  of  the  hon.  Hiram  Gray,  of  New  York,  it 
was 

Resolved,  _Th at  the  address  be  signed  and  pub- 
lished by  the  committee  who  have  prepared  it  in 
behalf  of  the  republican  members  of  congress. 


JOHN  M.  NILES,  and 
CHARLES  E.  HAYNES, 

Geo.  M.  Keim,  and  I Secretaries 
Hopkins  L.  Turney,  $ *ecretanes- 


Chairmen. 


address  to  the  people  of  the  u.  states. 

In  a country  advancing  with  the  rapidity  of  our*, 
great  changes,  having  a powerful  control  over  its 
political  relations  and  future  destiny,  must  not  un- 
irequently  occur,  which  may  make  it  the  duty  of 
those  intrusted,  lor  the  time,  with  the  management 
of  public  affairs,  in  order  to  avoid  misapprehen- 
sion, to  publish  an  exposition  of  their  principles 
and  purposes.  Such  are  the  changes  which  have 
taken  place  within  the  last  few  years,  and  which 
have  alread}'  had  great  effect  on  the  political  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  and  are  destined  still  to  have 
much  greater  hereafter.  Among  these  may  be 
enumerated  the  final  pajment  of  the  public  debt; 
the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  United  States 
bank,  without  renewal;  the  fall  of  the  misnamed 
American  system;  the  rise  and  progress  of  aboli- 
tion; and  finally  tile  stoppage  of  payment  by  the 
banks,  with  the  consequent  embarrassment  to  the 
community,  and  in  the  fiscal  action  of  the  govern- 
ment. Never,  in  so  short  a period,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  government,  have  so  many 
events,  destined  to  effect  so  mighty  a change  in 
our  political  condition,  occurred.  That  their  first 
effect  would  be  to  unsettle  public  opinion  was  to  be 
expected,  and  accordingly  there  never  was  a time, 
when  the  political  elements  of  the  country  were  in 
a state  of  greater  confusion,  and  when  it  was  more 
important  that  tlrose  who  are  intrusted  with  the 
management  of  public  affairs,  should  recur  to  first 
principles,  and  giv-e  a full  and  explicit  exposition 
I of  tireii  views. 

Actuated  by  these -considerations,  the  republican 
; members  of  congress,  about  to  return  to  their  con- 
| stituents,  propose  to  lay  before  them  a brief  expo- 
sition of  the  principles  by  which  they  have  been 
guided,  and  intend  hereafter  to  be  governed,  on 
some  of  the  most  important  measures  of  public 
policy  acted  on,  and  to  be  acted  on,  in  the  councils 
of  the  general  government. 

We  are  deeply  sensible  that  too  much  has  been 
expected  from  the  deliberations  of  congress.  A 
numerous  and  powerful  party  has  induced  a large 
portion  of  the  people  to  look  alone  to  the  congress 
of  the  United  States  for  relief.  They  are  taught 
to  believe  that  from  thence  alone  can  emanate  the 
measures  required  to  restore  the  country  to  peace, 
quiet,  and  happiness,  unmindful  that  we  have  a 
written  constitution  to  control  those  who  adminis- 
ter the  various  departments  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. Many  appear  to  think  that  congress  can  do 
any  and  every  thing  called  tor  at  this  novel  crisis 
in  the  affairs  of  the  country.  To  guard  against  the 
further  progress  of  this  fatal  delusion,  and  to  ex- 
onerate ourselves  from  unreasonable  responsibility, 
we  propose,  at  the  threshold  of  tjiis  address,  to  pre- 
sent a concise  history,  touching  the  character  of 
the  federal  constitution,  and  the  origin  of  the  two 
great  political  parties  which  have  divided,  and  wi|l 
' probably  iorever  divide,  the  American  people. 

There  were  radical  differences  of  opinion  iri  the 
contention  which  formed  the  constitution.  They 
laid  the  foundation  of  those  parties  which  have  at 
intervals  ever  since  agitated,  and  at  this  moment 
deeply  agitate,  the  whole  country. 

A portion  of  the  convention,  from  a strong  par- 
tiality for  the  British  form  of  government,  desired 
to  approximate  as  near  that  system  as  public  opi- 
nion in  America  would  allow.  From  them  came 
propositions  far  a president  and  senate  for  life, 
elections  for  long  terms,  and  other  fundamental  ar- 
rangements, which  should  remove  the  government 
as  far  as  possible  from  popular  control.  Another 
portion,  having  more  confidence  in  the  intelligence 
and  virtue  of  tne  people,  advocated  the  principle' of 


making  the  executive  and  legislative  branches  elec- 
tive for  short  terms.  After  the  constitution  was 
formed,  those  two  partips  differed  widely  in  the 
views  they  took  of  the  tendency  of  the  govern- 
ment; the  one  believing  that  it  was  towards  conso- 
lidation, and  the  other  to  disunion;  and  the  one  ac- 
cordingly believing  that  the  danger  was  despotism 
in  the  head,  and  the  other  anarchy  in  the  members. 
Hence  the  different  light  in  which  the  two  parties 
viewed  the  character  of  the  system.  The  republi- 
can party  held  it  to  be  federative  in  its  character, 
and  formed  by  the  states  in  their  sovereign  capaci- 
ty, and  adopted  for  their  mutual  security  and  hap- 
piness; while  many  of  their  adversaries  regarded  it 
as  a great  national  republic,  formed  by  the  Ameri- 
can people  in  the  aggregate,  to  promote  the  interest 
of  the  majority,  instead  of  the  several  states  com- 
posing it. 

When  the  government  was  put  in  operation  un- 
der the  new  constitution,  each  party  adopted  rules 
of  construction  calculated  to  secure  their  peculiar 
objects,  and  advance  their  cherished  principles,  in 
its  practical  operation. 

Unfortunately,  the  execution  of  certain  vital  parts 
of  the  system  was  entrusted  to  men  who  had  no 
faith  in  its  stability,  without  essential  changes,  re- 
moving it  further  from  the  influence  of  the  people 
and  the  states;  and  they  immediately  set  themselves 
to  work  to  accomplish,  by  a broad  construction, 
that  which  was,  in  their  opinion,  essential  to  the 
continued  existence  of  the  government,  but  was 
unattainable  through  a direct  appeal  to  the  states 
and  people  for  amendments  to  the  constitution. 
Out  of  this  design  grew  the  funding  system  of  the 
first  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  other  measures 
intended  to  create  an  improper  action  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

The  other  party  maintaining  their  faith  in  the 
constitution  as  it  is,  insisted  that  the  constitution 
should  be  construed  strictly,  according  to  its  honest 
meaning  as  adopted  by  the  states;  and  that  changes 
ia_the  system,  when  found  necessary,  should  be 
sought  through  applications  for  amendments,  ra- 
ther than  through  new,  vague,  and  lalitudinous 
constiuctions  which,  in  effect,  would  accumulate 
unlimited  powers  in  a government  notoriously  li- 
mited by  those  w ho  had  created  it.  The  rapid  and 
resolute  encroachments  of  a few'  years  greatly 
alanned  and  roused  to  energetic  action  the  friends 
of  a limited,  pure  government,  controlled  by  the 
public  vi ill.  They  -organized  themselves  for  con- 
stitutional resistance,  proportioned  to  the  character 
ami  extent  of  actual  and  threatened  usurpations, 
and  threw  out,  from  the  ablest  pens  of  that  day,  lu- 
minous expositions  of  the  real  origin,  true  charac- 
ter, and  ultimate  objects  of  our  constitution.  Af- 
ter a fearful  straggle,  success  crowned  their  efforts; 
the  government  was  wrested  from  the  hands  of 
those  whose  principles  were  monarchical  and  aris- 
tocratical;  the  letter  of  the  constitution,  and  the 
honest  meaning  of  those  who  adopted  it,  became 
the  practical  rule  of  construction;  and  public  opi- 
nion, expressed  by  the  unbiassed  representatives  of 
the  people  and  the  states,  through  the  different 
branches  of  the  government,  was  recognized  as  the 
only  legitimate  governing  power. 

We  adhere  to  the  constitutional  doctrines  of  the 
republican  party  of  1798-9;  we  adopt  the  rule  of 
stiict  construction  they  maintained,  as  the  only  true 
and  safe  one,  applicable  to  our  constitution;  we  re- 
ject the  assumption  that  the  people  have  not  the  re- 
quisite intelligence  and  virtue  to  choose  competent 
managers  of  public  affairs,  and  direct  them  when 
necessary. 

These  are  the  principles  upon  which  vve  would 
have  our  government  administered,  and  a reference 
to  our  views  upon  the  great  and  agitating  topics  of 
the  day  will,  we  trust,  show  that  we  are  disposed 
to  carry  these  principles  into  practice  by  our  pub- 
lic acts. 

The  leading  question  which  now  divides  the  two 
parties  of  the  country  is,  the  re-establishment  of  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  first  bank  was  a 
measure  of  that  party,  which  deemed  it  necessary 
to  devise  other  means  than  public  opinion  and  Ihe 
suffrages  of  the  people,  to  secure  a stable  govern- 
ment. It  was  condemned  by  the  people,  and  was 
required  to  wind  up,  after  living  out  its  chartered 
existence.  Far  different  were  the  considerations 
which  Ifd  to  the  establishment  of  a second  bank. 
It  was  thought  to  be  necessary,  perhaps  from  con- 
clusions too  hastily  drawn,  as  an  instrument  to 
compel  the  state  Ranks  to  resume  sptcie  payments; 
ancTas  a fiscal  agent,  to  keep  and  transfer  the  funds 
of  the  United  States.  This  bank  was  also  con- 
demned by  the  people,  and  its  charter  suffered  to 
expire  without  renewal.  The  question  is,  shall  we 
have  a third  bank,  after  two  have,  been  established 
by  the  public  authorities,  and  condemned  by  the 
peopled.  -There  are  many  of  us  who  have  always 
believed  a Bank  of  the  United  States  to  be  uncon- 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER — SEPT,  I,  1838— ADDRESS  TO  TIIE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  U.  S. 


5 


stitutional.  They  look  upon  the  power  to  create 
corporations,  except  in  and  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, as  a substantive  power  reserved  wholly  to 
the  states.  They  find  that  the  convention  vvhieh 
formed  the  constitution,,  refused  to  insert  clauses 
delegating  to  congress  the  general  power  to  create 
corporations.  In  the  discussions  of  the  friends  and 
foes  of  the  constitution,  through  the  press  of  the 
country,  and  in  the  state  conventions  prior  to  its 
adoption,  they  do  not  find  it  alleged  on  either  side, 
that  it  conferred  such  a power  on  congress.  They 
think  that  the  absence  of  any  grant  of  power  in 
the  constitution  ought,  itself,  to  be  conclusive;  but 
when,  in  addition  to  this,  it  has- been,  pyoved  by  the 
developments  of  Late  years  that  the  proposition  was 
actually  voted  down  in  convention,,  and  that  both 
parties  were  thenceforward  silent  on  the  subject;  it 
seems  to  them  impossible  to  doubt  that  the  power 
was  not  granted,  but  was  purposely  withheld. 

They  believe  that  congress  has-  no- constitutional 
power  to  regulate  credit  in  any  of  the  states;  that  the 
right  of  each  citizen,  and  of  any  association  of  citi- 
zens, to  use  their  credit,  is  not  derived  originally 
l’rom  the  laws,  but  is  an  incident  to  property  in  the 
social  state;  that  the  citizens  of  the  states  possessed 
it  in  the  most  plenary  manner;  and  that  each  or 
any  of  them,  singly  or  associated,  could  issue  their 
notes,  without  limitation,  until- the  right  was  taken 
away  by  the  laws  of  the  states  against  private  bank- 
ing; that,  to  restore  the  right,  nothing  is  necessary 
but  the  repeal  of  those  laws;  and  that  the  granting 
ol  bank  charters  is  hut  a restoration  of  the  right  to 
the  favored  individuals,  in  a modified  form.  They 
maintain  that  the  general,  government,  having  had 
no  agency  of  right,  or  in  fact,  in  restraining  the  use 
of  credit,  or  forbidding  private  banking  within  the 
states  has  no  power  to  restore  the  right,  in  either  a 
general  or  modified  form,  the  power  belonging  ex- 
clusively to  the  states  which  took  it  away.  And 
they  think  congress  has  as  rightful  power  to  abro- 
gate all  the  state  laws  against  banking,  and  restore 
the  right  to  every  citizen  without  restraint,  as  they 
have  to  restore  it  in  a qualified  shape  under  the  con- 
ditions of  a bank  charter. 

These,  and  many  other  arguments  of  great  force, 
may  be  employed  to  prove  the  unconstitutionality 
of  a bank  of  the  U.  States.  But  whatever  may  have 
been,  or  are  now,  our  several  conclusions  upon  that 
point,  we  unanimously'  concur  in  the  opinion  that 
the  re-establishment  of  a Bank  of  the  United  States 
is  unnecessary,  inexpedient,  and  dangerous  to  the 
public  liberty'. 

A few  years’  experience  has  given  much  addi- 
tional force  to  the  arguments  originally  urged 
against  such  an  institution.  A leading  argument 
in  favor  of  it  is,  that  the  state  banks,  of  themselves, 
are  incompetent  to  manage  their  affairs  prudently, 
or  to  maintain  specie  payments  and  preserve  a 
sound  currency;  and  that  a bank  of  the  United 
States  is  necessary  to  check  and  control  them.  Do 
those  w ho  use  this  argumeut  reflect  that  it  is  an  ar- 
gument against  popular  government  itself?  The 
people  constitute  the  governing  pow'er  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  it  is  by  their  authority  that  the  state 
banks  are  created.  This  argument  assumes  that 
the  people  are  incompetent  to  check  and  control  a 
class  of  institutions  which  they'  create,  and  that  a 
new  agent,  unknown  to  the  states  and  irresponsible 
to  them  or  to  the  people,  must  be  introduced,  to 
save  them  from  the  disastrous  consequences  of  their 
o vu  acts. 

fs  this  a republican  doctrine?  On  the  contrary, 
is  it  not  the  leading  argument  in  favor  of  monopoly 
aud  absolute  power  throughout  the  world?  Why 
do  kings  reign,  and  princes  exercise  absolute  do- 
minion, but  because  the  people  are  assumed  to  be 
incompetent  to  act  wisely,  and  protect  themselves 
against  the  evil  consequences  of  their  own  igno- 
rance and  error? 

Assume  that  the  state  hanks  are  incompetent  to 
the  ends  lor  which  they  are  created,  and  will  ne- 
cessarily run  into  periodical  excesses,  entailing 
great  evils  upon  the  country,  to  what  source  would 
a republican  look  for  a remedy?  Would  he  say 
that  the  people  cannot  be  trusted  to  amend  their 
own  institutions,  and  that  we  must  have  an  irre- 
sponsible corporation  to  prevent  these  evils? — 
Would  he  not  rather  justly  conclude  that  the  bank- 
ing system  itself  was  defective,  and  undertake  to 
reform  it,  so  as  to  bring  it  under  the  control  of  the 
people,  through  their  constitutional  organs,  rather 
than  to  assume  that  it  cannot  be  regulated  other- 
wise than  by  the  introduction  "of  a power  compe- 
tent to  contend  for  mastery  with  the  government 
itself?  J 6 

We  reject  both  the  premises  and  the  conclusion. 
We  believe  our  representative  and  popular  govern- 
ments in  the  states,  who  created  these  institutions, 
fully  competent  to  modify  and  reform  them,  and  to 
impose  all  those  checks  and  restraints  sipon  them 
which  the  banking  system  is  capable  of  receiving. 


To  awaken  the  people  to  a due  sense  of  the  mag 
nitude  of  that  power  which  the  advocates  of  a Bank 
of  the  United  States  would  create,  let  us  look  at 
the  amount  in  “men  and  money”  which  they  pro- 
pose to  moke  dependant  upon  one  institution. 

The  number  of  state  banks  and  branches  now,  is 
829.  The  number  of  presidents,  directors,  and 
other  officers,  La  not  over  estimated  at  eight  thou- 
sand two  hundred.  The  number  of  stockholders 
may  be  safely  estimated  at  three  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand;  and  the  number  of  debtors,  ex- 
clusive of  stockholders,  at  six  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand.  The  aggregate  of  these  is  near  a million 
of  persons,  whose  business  relations  and  pecuniary 
interests  are  directly  involved.  The  capital  of  all 
the  banks  is  about  $317,636,770;  and  tire  amount 
of  their  loans  about  $485,631,867.  Here,  then,  we 
have  a mass  of  about  one  ■million  of  persons,  and 
money  and  credit  to  an  amount  exceedingylrc  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars,  which  are,  in  a great  de- 
gree, dependant  upon  the  operations  of  this  bank 
credit  system. 

Left  to  be  governed  by  the  general  laws  of  trade 
and  credit,  these  elements  of  power  may  continue 
to  be  comparatively  harmless  in  their  eflects  upon 
our  political  institutions;  but  what  does  the  opposi- 
tion party  propose? 

It  proposes,  by  the  establishment  of  a national 
bank,  to  increase,  concentrate,  and  combine  those 
elements  in  one  corporation.  The  project  is  not 
merely  to  establish  a new  hank,  with  an  immense 
capital,  but  it  is  also  to  give  a head  and  manager  to 
the  million  of  persons  and  five  hundred  millions  of 
dollars  embraced  in  the  existing  state  banli3. 

When  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
created,  with  eleven  millions  of  capital,  the  num- 
ber of  state  banks  did  not  exceed  lour,  and  their 
capital  was  not  over  two  million  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  yet  the  republicans  of  that  day 
dreaded  its  power.  When  the  second  hank  was 
established,  with  a capital  of  thirty-five  millions, 
the  number  of  state  banks  did-  not  exceed  134;  and* 
their  capital  was  not  over  $89,822,422.  Patriotic 
fears  of  its  dangerous  power  were  then  also  enter- 
tained. If  there  was  any  cause  for  fear  on  those 
occasions,  how  ought  republicans  to  feel  now, 
when  it  is  proposed  to  put  near  one  million  of  indi- 
viduals, and  more  than  $500,000,009,  under  the 
substantial  dominion  of  one  corporation?  The  pre- 
sident of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  testifi- 
ed, upon  a public  occasion,  that  there  were  few  of 
the  state  banks  which  it  could  not  have  crushed 
had  it  been  so  disposed.  The  power  of  the  pro- 
posed new  bank  will  be  greater,  and  every  new 
state  bank  which  has  been  or  may  be  established, 
will  add  to  its  power  by  increasing  the  number  of 
its  dependants-,  and  enlarging  the  sphere  of  its  in- 
fluence. 

What,  under  such  a system,  is  to  become  of  the 
independence  of  the  several  states,  and  their  right 
and  power  to  regulate  and  control  their  ow  n institu- 
tions? Will  the  state  banks  be  governed  by  the 
states  which  created  them,  or  will  they  look  for 
their  superior  to  the  monarch  of  the  great  bank  cre- 
dit system.,  on  whom  the  inexorable  and  inevitable 
laws  of  credit  and  of  trade  confer  the  power  to 
crush  or  caress  them,  according  to  his  uncontrolla- 
ble will? 

Every  year  increases  the  danger  of  establishing 
such  an  institution;  for  every  year  adds  to  the  num- 
ber of  state  banks,  which  must  of  necessity  be  its 
subordinates  and  dependants.  If  it  ever  he  estab- 
lished, every  bank  within  the  states  will,  necessa- 
rily, become  the  ally  and  citadel  of  this  central 
power.  Surely  it  is  enough  that  the  unchangeable 
laws  of  credit  and  trade  subject  the  distant  state 
banks  to  the  influence  of  one  common  centre. — 
That  consequence  is  inevitable,  and,  unless  trade 
should  be  more  extensively  diffused,  must  be  borne. 

But,  as  friends  of  the  rights  and  independence 
of  the  s-tates,  can  we  desire  to  see  this  subjection 
more  absolute  and  degrading  by  artificial  regula- 
tions? Least  of  all,  can  we  desire  to  see  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  laws  of  credit  and  trade  placed  in 
hands  which  are  not  only  independent  of  the  states, 
but  of  all  that  is  popular  in  the  general  govern- 
ment? When  a guarantee  can  be  discovered  against 
the  frailties  of  our  nature,  mankind  may  be  safe 
under  absolute  dominion.  When  directors  of  banks 
can  be  selected  from  a superior  race,  then  the  ex- 
istence of  a bank  of  the  United  Statesmay  be  com- 
patible with  the  rights  of  the  states,  and  the  liberty, 
prosperity  and  happiness,  of  the  American  people. 

That  there  are  some  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  a bank  of  the  United  States  cannot  be  denied. 
A species  of  paper,  answering  the  purposes  of  mo- 
ney, and  so  nearly  uniform  in  value  as  to  be  availa- 
ble at  par  throughout  the  union,  i3,  for  many  pur- 
poses, a great  public  convenience.  But  what  re- 
publican would  purchase  it  at  the  hazard  of  his  li- 
berty. especially  when  lie  sees  that  an  elfectivc  sub- 


stitute may  be  obtained  without  it?  It  may  be 
doubted  whether  such  a bank  could  now  be  of  any 
real  utility  in  equalizing  domestic  exchanges. 

That  which  is  now  very  generally  called  the  dif- 
ference of  exchange,  is,  in  reality,  but  a difference 
in  the  value  of  the  prevailing  paper  currency  at 
different  points.  To  put  an  end  to  that,  requires 
no  bank  ot  the  United  States.  It  is  now  vanishing 
as  fast  as  the  banks  resume  specie  payments,  and, 
we  trust,  will  scon  cease  throughout  the  union, 
without  the  agency  of  any  coercive  power  whatso- 
ever. The  real  difference  of  exchange  will  then 
remain,  consisting  of  the  cost  of  transporting  spe- 
cie or  specie  funds  from  one  place  to  another.  In 
this  business  there  has  been  heretofore,  and  will 
soon  be  again,  vast  competition,  which  will  reduce 
the  expense  to  the  lowest  amount  for  which  the 
operation  can  be  performed.  For  the  country,  this 
is  the  safest  basis  on  which  it  can  rest.  If  a great 
national  bank  be  established,  having,  as  it  must, 
the  mastery  of  the  whole  hanking  system  of  the 
union,  it  will  be  strong  enough  to  prescribe  the 
rates  of  exchange,  and  drive  competition  out  of  the 
market,  not  by  reducing  the  price,  but  by  a wave 
of  its  sceptre. 

If  it  were  to  indicate  to  the  state  banks  that  ex- 
change was  considered  its  own  appropriate  harvest 
field,  in  which  it  was  not  agreeable  to  have  a com- 
petitor, they  must  necessarily  submit  to  the  will  of 
this  legal  superior,  and  withdraw  from  the  business. 
Would  it  be  safer  to  have  exchanges  regulated,  and 
the  price  fixed  by  the  president  of  a bank,  whose 
first  object  is  to  make  as  much  money  as  possible, 
than  by  the  general  laws  of  trade,  which  know  no 
selfishness,  and  have  no  favorites?  Not  only  would 
It  be  more  safe,  but  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that 
a general  competition  among  banks  and  individuals, 
now  that  the  whole  process  and  the  necessary  ma- 
chinery is  well  understood,  would  secure  to  the 
country  lower  rates. 

The  same  state  of  things  renders  a bankless  use- 
ful to  the  government,  as  an  agent  to  transfer  its 
funds  from  one  section  of  the  union  to  another, 
than  it  was  when  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  established,  and  for  many  years  afterwards. — 
Competent  agents  for  this  purpose  may  now  be 
found  in  the  state  banks  and  in  private  bankers;  and 
these  facilities  are  multiplying  even  more  rapidly 
than  the  growth  of  our  country.  This  argument 
in  favor  of  a national  bank  has,  therefore,  ceased, 
to  have  the  weight  to  which  it  was  formerly  enti- 
tled, and  goes  but  a little  way  to  counterbalance 
the  many  fatal  objections  to  such  an  irislitution. — 
It  can  only  be  said,  with  truth,  that  it  would  save 
some  trouble  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  trea- 
sury department;  and  that  is  the  only  just  extent  of 
the  argumeut. 

The  same  reasons  which  oppose  the  establish- 
ment of  a bank  of  the  United  Slates,  are  equally 
hostile  to  a treasury  bank,  or  any  machinery  in  the 
nature  of  a bank,  attached  to  the  treasury  depart- 
ment. The  former  would  be  the  creation  of  an  in- 
dependent and  irresponsible  power  in  the  country, 
whose  inclination  and  interest  would  generally 
prompt  it  to  support  a friendly  executive,  and  whose 
power  would  almost  certainly  be  great  enough  to 
overthrow  one  which  was  not.  The  latter  would 
at  all  times  act  in  concert  with  the  executive,  with, 
power  to  give  him  strength  in  proportion  to  its  ca- 
pital and  the  extent  of  its  machinery.  Both  alike 
are  calculated  to  enlarge  executive  power;  and  al- 
though a treasury  bank  would,  in  theory,  at  least,, 
be  more  controllable  by  the  popular  will,  constitut- 
ing a part  of  the  government,  both  are  to  be  dread- 
ed and  rejected  alike  by  those  who  would  preserve 
the  simplicity  and  purity  of  our  institutions.  But 
as  we  do  not  know  of  any  advocates,  in  the  repub- 
lican party,  of  a treasury  bank,  though  such  a. 
scheme  is  most  unjustly  imputed  to  them,  we  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  multiply  arguments  against  it.. 

The  cheapness  of  our  system  of  government, 
compared  with  the  monarchical  systems  of  the  old 
world,  has  been  one  of  its  chief  recommendations 
to  the  favor  of  mankind.  This  is  one  of  its  cha- 
racteristics, which  every  republican  w ill  strive  to 
maintain.  Injudicious  legislation,  and  the  spiiit 
of  speculation  in  merchandise  and  public  lands, 
had,  within  a few  of  the  last  years,  brought  into 
the  treasury  a redundancy  of  revenue.  As  a natu- 
ral consequence,  this  influx  has  been  followed  by 
loose  and  extravagant  appropriations  by  congress, 
and  an  increased  expenditure.  It  is  an  inevitable 
law  of  our  system  of  government,  and  perhaps  of 
every  other,  that  if  it  collects  much,  it  must  expend 
much.  It  could  not  be  safely  tolerated,  if  it  wero 
practicable,  that  the  government  should  collect 
hundreds  of  millions  from  the  people,  to  be  retained 
by  it  in  the  shape  of  money  or  property.  It  must 
always  expend  what  it  collects.  The  only  effective 
remedy,  therefore,  for  an  extravagant  expenditure, 
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is  to  reduce  the  supply.  For  the  accomplishment 
of  this  great  object,  the  country  must  look  to  those 
who  strive  to  reduce  the  receiptsof  the  government 
to  its  absolute  wants:  to  prevent  extravagance,  by 
withholding  the  means;  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the 
public  agents,  by  keeping  them  out  of  temptation; 
to  enforce  economy,  by  making  it  impossible  for 
the  government  not  to  be  economical. 

It  is  in  vain  to  oppose  little  appropriations  of 
money,  when  there  are  millions  of  surplus  in  the 
treasury.  If  there  be  a surplus,  it  will  be  expend- 
ed; and  to  be  expended,  it  must  be  appropriated. — 
Keep  the  money  out  of  the  treasury,  and  leave  it 
in  the  pockets  of  the  people,  its  rightful  owners; 
multitudes  of  projects  for  expending  it  would  then 
never  be  thought  of,  and  others  would  never  be 
pressed. 

While,  therefore,  we  deem  it  the  duty  of  every 
republican  to  oppose  unnecessary  appropriations 
and  expenditures,  we  look  to  a proper  regulation 
of  duties  and  taxes,  to  be  levied  and  collected  from 
the  people,  as  the  only  effective  remedy  and  preven- 
tive of  public  extravagance.  Duties  on  imported 
merchandise,  though  paid  in  the  first  instance  by 
the  merchants,  come  finally  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  people,  as  much  as  if  they  were  a direct  tax  laid 
on  lands  and  personal  property.  We  hold  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  congress  to  ascertain,  as  nearly  as 
practicable,  what  an  economical  administration  of 
the  government  ought  to  cost;  to  graduate  the  du- 
ties or  taxes,  in  such  manner  as  not  to  produce  a 
surplus  beyond  that  sum,  and  to  vary  them  in  con- 
formity with  that  principle,  as  the  changing  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  may  require.  We  hold, 
that  when  congress  establishes,  or  suffers  to  exist, 
a system  of  revenue  which  coll  'cts  from  the  people 
more  money  than  the  public  service,  economically 
managed,  necessarily  requires,  they  pervert  the 
government  from  its  true  object,  violate  their  duty 
to  their  constituents,  and  commit  upon  them  the 
same  wrongs  which  monarchs  perpetrate  upon 
their  subjects,  when  they  seize  on  their  money  or 
goods  to  support  unnecessary  wars,  or  minister  to 
their  pleasures,  their  tastes,  or  their  passions. 

At  present,  we  have  no  surplus  in  the  treasury, 
and  the  receipts  of  the  government  are  scarcely 
equal  to  its  necessary  expenditures.  It  is  our  ear- 
nest desire  and  determination,  as  far  as  our  opinions 
and  appropriate  acts  can  avail,  to  cut  off  the  possi- 
bility of  any  surplus  hereafter;  not  by  extending 
the  expenditures,  but  by  lessening  the  receipts. 
And  whenever  the  expenditures  can  be  lessened, 
also,  without  a palpable  injury  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, we  are  in  favor  of  diminishing  them,  and  the 
receipts  in  an  equal  degree;  making  our  govern- 
ment as  cheap  to  the  people  as  possible,  and  as 
powerless  for  mischief  as  it  shall  be  cheap  in  its 
administration. 

We  rejoice  to  see  that  many  of  the  recent  great 
causes  of  taxation  are  fast  disappearing.  The  pub- 
lic debt  is  now  fully  paid,  and  the  people  are  en- 
tirely relieved  from  that  burden.  The  extinguish- 
ment of  the  Indian  titles  to  lands  within  the  slates 
and  territories;  the  removal  of  the  Indians  to  the  west 
of  the  Mississippi;  and  the  Indian  wars  in  which 
the  United  States  have  recently  been  engaged,  have 
necessarily  produced  a great  expenditure  ol  the 
public  treasure.  These  will,  no  doubt,  shortly  be 
brought  to  a close;  and  thi3  heavy  drain  upon  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States,  of  course,  cease — and 
many  other  causes  of  expenditures  aie  rapidly  ter- 
minating. 

One  of  the  strongest  temptations  for  the  collec- 
tion of  large  revenues,  and  the  continuance  of  which 
is  most  to  be  guarded  against,  would  be  the  depo- 
site  of  the  public  monej’  in  the  banks. 

If  deposited  in  banks  nominally  for  safe-keeping, 
but  really  to  be  lent  out  to  their  customers,  the 
banks  will  have  an  interest  in  swelling  the  amount, 
because,  by  lending,  they  receive  a profit  upon  it; 
and  their  customers  will  have  an  interest  in  the 
same  policy'’,  because  they  can  borrow  more  money, 
and  get  more  indulgence  by  it.  By  these  means 
money  may  be  wrongfully  taken  from  its  true  own- 
ers by  the  government,  not  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, but  to  be  devoted  to  private  purposes  exclu- 
sively. 

The  people  may  be  taxed  that  the  banks  may 
foave  more  money  to  lend,  and  their  customers  more 
to  borrow.  We  are  opposed  to  taxation  for  such 
purposes.  We  deny  the  right  of  the  government 
to  take  the  money  of  the  citizens  and  hand  it  over 
to  the  banks  to  be  used  by  them  and  their  custom- 
ers, in  their  private  transactions.  The  taxing  pow- 
er was  not  granted  for  such  purposes;  and  when 
such  are  its  results,  reform  should  be  the  watch- 
word of  every  republican. 

We  are  in  favor  of  such  changes  in  our  financial 
system,  as  will  effectually  prevent  the  application 
of  the  public  money  to  private  purposes.  The 
gseans  of  accomplishing  this  great  reform,  are  of 


less  importance  than  the  end  to  be  obtained.  We, 
however,  perceive  no  means  so  effective  and  cer- 
tain, as  to  let  the  government  keep  its  own  money, 
by  the  instrumentality  of  its  own  officers,  who  shall 
be  put  under  bonds  with  heavy  securities,  not  to 
use  or  lend  it;  and,  in  addition,  making  it  highly 
penal  in  them  so  to  do.  It  is  not  perceived  why 
the  government  cannot  make  its  money  as  secure 
as  a bank.  All  the  usual  means  of  security  en- 
joyed by  the  banks  are  within  its  reach;  in  addi- 
tion to  which,  it  has  absolute  power  over  the  per- 
sons of  its  agents,  which  the  banks  have  not. — 
Banks  cannot,  by  regulations,  punish  their  cashiers 
and  clerks  for  faithlessness  and  crime  with  the  pen- 
itentiary or  otherwise;  but  the  government  can.  It 
may  command  all  the  buildings,  walls,  vaults,  bolts, 
and  other  safeguards  w hich  the  banks  can:  and,  in 
addition,  may  dispose  of  the  personal  liberty  of  its 
faithless  agents  according  to  its  will,  expressed 
through  its  legislative  and  judicial  authorities. — 
Why,  then,  may  it  not  keep  its  own  money  as  safe- 
ly as  the  banks  can  keep  theirs,  or  that  deposited 
with  them?  That  it  can  do  so,  under  proper  regu- 
lations, is  too  obvious  to  be  doubted.  Besides,  at 
places  where  it  might  be  more  convenient,  the  use 
of  the  bank  buildings  themselves  could  be  secured, 
still  preserving  the  public  money  from  private 
uses. 

Why,  then,  should  not  the  government  keep  its 
own  money?  It  is  objected  that  the  keeping  of  its 
own  money  w-ould  dangerously  increase  the  patron- 
age of  the  executive.  Is  it  possible  any  one  can 
believe  that  the  appointment  of  ten  to  twenty'  offi- 
cers and  clerks,  involves  a more  extensive  and  dan- 
gerous influence  than  the  power  directly  to  affect 
the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  eight  thousand  two 
hundred  and"  ninety  bank  officers,  the  three  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  thousand  stockholders,  and  the 
six  hundred  and  fifty-three  thousand  debtors?  That 
power  the  executive  has,  so  long  as  he  is  authorized 
to  place  the  public  money  in  banks  to  be  lent  out 
for  private  purpose.  Although  all  the  banks  can- 
not be  depositories,  all  think  they  find  their  interest 
in  an  extension  of  the  credit  system  by  the  aid  of 
the  public  money;  and  in  addition  thereto,  all  are 
subject,  under  such  a system,  to  the  influence  of 
hope  and  fear  from  the  favors  or  frowns  of  the  presi- 
dent or  secretary  of  the  treasury.  It  is  not  by 
keeping  the  public  money  that  a government  ac- 
quires influence  or  power,  but  by  spending  or  lend- 
ing it.  One  man  has  a million  of  dollars  to  lend, 
another  has  a million  to  keep,  being  forbidden  to 
lend  a dollar  of  it.  Which  will  be  the  most  courted, 
and  have  the  most  influence  among  his  neighbors? 
The  answer  is  too  obvious  to  need  suggestion.  It 
is  thus  with  the  executive.  If  you  would  curtail 
his  influence  in  the  most  effectual  manner,  require 
him  inflexibly  to  keep  the  public  money  for  public 
purposes.  If  you  would  extend  his  influence  in  a 
manner  the  most  alarming,  authorise  him  to  lend 
the  public  money,  or  cause  it  to  be  lent,  by  depo- 
siting it  in  banks,  or  otherwise. 

The  idea  that  the  actual  custody  of  the  public 
money  by'  public  officers  appointed  under  the  au- 
thority of  congress  would  place  it  more  under  the 
control  of  the  president  than  it  has  heretofore  been 
is  wholly  deceptive  and  fallacious. 

His  power  over  it  would  not  be  at  all  increased 
by  this  measure.  The  president  could  not,  under 
the  old  or  the  proposed  system,  draw  from  the 
treasury  a single  dollar,  not  even  for  the  payment  of 
his  own  salary.  That  operation  is  effected  by  the 
warrant  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  upon  the 
treasurer’s  check  or  order  upon  a bank  or  other  de- 
pository. It  is  through  these  means  that  the  presi- 
dent, and  every  other  executive  officer,  receives 
even  his  salary.  * 

If  the  treasurer  had  the  actual  custody  of  the 
public  money,  instead  of  keeping  it  in  banks,  the 
president  would  be  obliged  stiil  to  get  a warrant 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  before  he  could 
receive  his  salary.  It  is  said  if  the  treasurer  had 
the  actual  custody  of  the  money,  the  president 
might  compel  him  to  put  it  into  his  possession  by 
the  exercise  of  his  authority  and  power  over  an 
official  dependant.  But  is  it  not  just  as  easy,  by 
the  exercise  of  the  same  authority'  and  pow’er,  to 
compel  the  treasurer  to  draw  a check  on  a bank? 
And  coflld  not  the  president  or  his  instrument  ob- 
tain the  money  from  a bank  on  such  a check,  just 
as  easy  as  he  could  wrest  it  from  the  treasurer’s  ac- 
tual possession?  Would  it  not,  indeed,  be  a little 
easier  to  compel  the  treasurer  to  draw  a check,  than 
to  count  out  a large  sum  of  money?  As  for  the  banks, 
they  never  have  claimed  the  right  to  dispute  the 
treasurer’s  check,  their  duty  being  merely  to  pay 
it.  When  there  were  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  the  treasury,  there  was  nothing  in  the  law 
or  in  the  structure  of  the  system,  to  prevent  the  ex- 
ecutive officers  from  checking  every  dollarof  it  out 
of  the  banks,  if  inclined  to  apply  it  to  improper  ob- 


jects. Indeed,  until  1829,  there  was  no  practical 
restraint  upon  the  treasurer  whatsoever;  the  sole 
authority  upon  which  ihe  banks  paid  out  the  pub- 
lic money',  was  his  individual  check;  and  the  re- 
straint then  imposed  in  requiring  that  the  warrant 
of  the  secretary  of  tha  treasury  should  accompany 
the  treasurer’s  check,  was  one  of  executive  regu- 
lation, and  not  of  congressional  legislation.  The 
dangers  conjured  up  from  this  source  are,  therefore 
altogether  imaginary. 

The  union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword,  so  much 
deprecated  by  our  English  ancestors,  was  altogether 
a different  matter.  By  them  the  power  to  raise  an 
army  was  called  “the  sword,”  and  the  power  to  levy 
and  collect  taxes  to  support  it  was  called  “the 
purse.”  The  English  constitution  conceded  to  the 
executive  the  power  to  raise  an  army,  or  the  pow- 
er of  “the  sword,”  but  reserved  to  parliament  the 
power  to  lay  taxes  to  support  it,  or  the  power  of 
“the  purse.”  It  was  the  attempts  of  Charles  the 
First  to  raise  faxes  for  the  support  of  his  army 
without  the  consent  of  parliament,  thereby  uniting 
“the  purse  and  the  sword,”  which  produced  a 
bloody'  revolution  and  brought  him  to  the  block. 

Our  constitution  concedes  to  the  executive  nei- 
ther of  these  powers.  He  can  neither  raise  an  army, 
nor  collect  taxes  to  support  it,  without  the  consent 
of  congress.  In  their  hands  are  both  “the  purse 
and  the  sword,”  and  the  executive  is  but  an  instru- 
ment to  carry  their  determination  into  effect.  He 
wields  neither  the  purse  nor  the  sword  otherwise 
than  as  the  subordinate  of  the  legislative  power. 

Hence  it  w ill  be  perceived  that  the  union  of  “the 
purse  and  the  sword”  is  a very  different  thing  from 
the  custody  of  the  public  money  by  executive  offi- 
cers. In  every  government  under  the  sun,  the  most 
free  as  well  as  the  most  tyrannical,  the  keeping  and 
paying  out  of  the  public  treasure  under  the  authori- 
ty of  law  has  been  considered  an  executive  func- 
tion. When  before  was  it  thought  to  be  dangerous  to 
liberty?  Do  we  find  a trace  of  stich  danger  in  the 
ancient  republics  or  the  modern;  among  the  Greeks 
in  Rome,  in  Switzerland,  or  in  Holland?  Was  such 
a question  ever  raised  among  the  jealous  patriots  of 
England?  Is  it  now  a ground  of  jealousy  or  alarm 
in  any  other  republic  of  America  or  in  any  limited 
monarchy  of  Europe?  No  such  danger  was  everper- 
ceived,  no  such  question  was  ever  heard  of.  To 
originate  it  required  the  inventive  faculties  of  our 
own  ingenious  countrymen,  stimulated  by  those 
lively  principles  of  human  action,  political  ambi- 
tion, and  pecuniary'  interest.  It  is  not  extraordi- 
nary that  those  who  wish  to  profit  by  the  use  of  the 
public  money  pronounce  it  unsafe  in  any  other 
bands,  nor  that  those  who  are  in  eager  pursuit  of 
the  prize  of  power  join  in  the  cry.  But  an  impar- 
tial people,  who  have  no  interest  in  being  deceived, 
will  only  give  due  weight  to  the  argument  a*id  ap- 
preciate the  motive  in  which  it  originates. 

What  W'ould  be  said  in  England  if  some  sensi- 
tive patriot,  to  prevent  an  “union  of  the  purse  and 
the  sword,”  should  propose  to  keep  the  money  of 
the  United  Kingdom  in  the  treasury  of  Belgium, 
Hanover  or  Holland?  Those  nations  are  scarcely 
more  independent  of  the  British  government  and 
nation  than  our  batiks  are  of  the  government  and 
people  of  the  United  States;  nor  are  they  on  some 
occasions,  more  hostile  than  a portion  of  the  banks. 
Is  it  possible  that  a government  which  puts  its 
means  so  completely  beyond  its  own  control,  can, 
on  all  occasions,  perform  its  engagements,  keep  its 
faith,  or  protect  the  people  by  whom  it  is  establish- 
ed, and  whose  money  supports  it?  It  has  hereto- 
fore been  deemed  enough  that  the  legislative  power- 
can,  at  will,  diminish  the  amount  of  money  to  be 
collected,  and  prescribe  the  regulations  under 
which  it  shall  be  kept.  It  has  not  been  considered 
necessary  to  establish  an  independent  branch  of  the 
government  for  that  purpose,  and  least  of  all  to  in- 
troduce foreign  powers  totally  irresponsible  to  the 
people,  often  too  strong  for  the  government,  and 
always  devoted  to  making  money  out  of  all  circum- 
stances and  vicissitudes.  To  make  keepers  of  the 
public  money  out  of  such  materials,  is  in  character 
with  those  kingly  notions  which  would  give  to  our 
state  banks  a monarch  corporation  for  a master, 
upon  the  plea  that  the  people  cannot  control  them. 

It  is  objected  that  this  is  a measure  of  hostility  to 
the  banks.  The  government  is  not  to  be  a hoarder 
of  money.  What  it  collects  it  soon  expends;  and 
it  has  seldom  occurred  in  our  history  that  it  has  had 
on  hand,  at  the  same  time,  more  than  six  or  eight 
millions  of  dollars.  It  ought  not  to  continue  any 
system  of  revenue  which  will  enable  it  to  hold  a 
regular  surplus  exceeding  five  millions.  This  is 
not  more  than  a large  bank  finds  it  necessary  tore- 
tain  to  carry  on  a safe  business.  The  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States  frequently  had  from  ten  to  fifteen 
millions.  For  years  to  come,  it  is  probable  that 
the  whole  amount  of  money  in  the  treasury  will 
not  average  three  millions,  and  will  scarcely  be 
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equal  to  one  week’s  recent  importation  of  specie. 
It  is  idle  to  suppose  that  this  can  materially  affect 
the  operations  of  the  banks. 

The  only  mode  in  which  their  operations  will  be 
effected  is,  that  they  will  no  longer  have  the  privi- 
lege of  lending  out  money  which  is  not  their  own. 
Is  the  withdrawal  from  them  of  this  privilege  ne- 
cessarily an  act  of  hostility?  A farmer  has  been  in 
the  habit  of  depositing  his  money  in  a bank,  but  as 
be  could  not  get  it  to  pay  his  hired  hands  when  he  j 
wanted  it,  the  bank  having  stopped  payment,  he 
concluded  that  it  was  more  safe,  and  more  just  to 
his  creditors,  to  keep  it  himself.  Was  there  any 
hostility  to  tiie  bank  in  that?  It  is  just  so  with  the 
government.  The  banks  had  lent  out  the  public 
money  and  could  not  collect  it.  With  millions 
nominally  in  the  treasury,  the  treasury  department 
could  scarcely  pay  a dollai  in  the  legal  currency  of 
the  country.  It  does  not  desire  to  be  again  placed 
in  such  a situation.  It  does  not  wish  to  be  depen- 
dent on  those  whom  its  experience  has  taught  it, 
are  not  always  to  be  depended  upon. 

The  government  only  desires  to  manage  its  own 
business  in  its  own  way;  to  let  the  banks  alone,  and 
to  be  let  alone  by  them;  to  use  them  when  the  pub- 
lic interest  and  safety  require  it,  but  not  to  be  com- 
pelled to  use  them  to  the  public  detriment.  Is  it 
just  to  charge  every  citizen  with  hostility  to  the 
banks  who  does  not  keep  his  money  in  them?  The 
idea  is  absurd,  but  not  more  so  than  that  a treasury 
independent  of  the  banks  is  in  hostility  to  them. 

It  is  objected  that  it  is  a measure  of  hostility  to 
a sound  currency.  The  reverse  of  this  proposition 
is  true.  It  will  prevent  the  inflation  of  our  paper 
currency,  which  arises  from  the  use  of  the  public 
money,  and,  in  that  degree,  tend  to  prevent  fluc- 
tuations, and  suspensions  of  specie  payments.  By 
exhibiting  an  inflexible  determination  on  the  part 
of  the  government  to  recognize  nothing  as  money 
but  specie,  or  its  equivalent,  it  will  inspire  the 
banks  with  a salutary  caution,  not  by  the  excess  of 
their  issues  to  endanger  that  standard.  In  fine,  it 
will  leave  the  banks  to  be  sustained  by  their  own 
capital  and  prudence,  without  tempting  them  with 
the  uncertain  and  dangerous  aid  of  a fluctuating 
public  deposit. 

It  is  objected  that  tills  measure  is  hostile  to  the 
rights  cf  property,  and  essentially  levelling  in  its 
character.  The  reverse  of  this  is  true.  The  mo- 
ney of  the  government  is  the  property  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  object  oi  an  independent  treasury  is  to 
preserve  this  properly  for  the  use  of  its  true  owners, 
instead  of  handing  it  over  to  those  to  whom  it  does 
not  belong,  to  be  lent  out  for  their  emolument.  Its 
tendency  is  to  protect  individual  property  also. 
Nothing  is  more  destructive  to  the  rights  of  proper- 
ty than  fluctuations  in  the  standard  by  which  its 
value  is  measured.  The  tendency  of  tills  measure 
is,  to  prevent  those  fluctuations,  by  preventing,  in 
some  degree,  the  expansions  and  contractions  pro- 
duced by  the  over  issues  of  banks,  and  thus  give 
stability  lo  property. 

It  is  alleged  that  this  measure  is  part  of  a scheme 
to  force  on  the  country  a currency  purely  metallic. 
This  is  unfounded.  A specie  currency  lor  the  or- 
dinary daily  transactions  of  life,  and  such  a specie 
basis  for  paper  as  will  always  ensure  its  converti- 
bility into  specie,  when  required  by  the  holders,  is 
what  is  contended  for;  and  such  is  the  only  ten- 
dency and  real  design  of  the  measure  proposed,  so 
far  as  the  banks  are  concerned.  A purely  metallic 
currency  is  no  part  of  the  independent  treasury 
plan,  as  proposed  by  the  administration,  and  sup- 
ported by  its  friends.  In  fine,  with  the  exception 
of  a very  small  number,  who  are  in  favor  of  deposit- 
ing the  public  money  specially  in  banks,  the  ques- 
tion at  issue  between  us,  and  those  who  favor  a de- 
posit in  the  banks,  may  be  stated  thus:  They  wish 
to  have  the  public  money  deposited  in  banks,  not  to  be 
kepi  by  them,  but  lo  be  lent  out  for  private  uses. 
V-te  are  opposed  to  tending  out  the  public  money  for  pri- 
vate uses:  and  effectually  to  prevent  it,  are  in  favor  of 
having  it  kept  by  public  officers,  under  heavy  bonds 
and  securities  not  to  use  it,  or  suffer  it  to  be  used  for  any 
private  purposes  whatsoever,  and  to  pay  it  out  only 
in  pursuance  of  appropriations  made  by  law,  as 
prescribed  in  the  constitution. 

We  do  not  think  that  to  furnish  the  banks  with 
money  to  lend  or  to  accommodate  the  customers  of 
banks  with  the  use  of  the  public  money  or  proper- 
ty, is  one  of  the  purposes  for  which  the  power  to 
lay  duties  and  taxes  was  delegated  to  the  congress 
of  the  United  States. 

On  the  contrary,  we  look  upon  the  employment 
of  it  knowingly  and  deliberately  for  such  a purpose 
or  where  such  is  known  to  be  the  natural  and  ne- 
cessary result,  a3  an  abuse  of  the  most  aggravated 
character.  It  is  taking  one  man’s  property  and  de- 
livering it  over  to  another,  under  false  pretences, 
and  may  justly  be  denounced,  (not  as  a levelling 
operation,  but)  as  an  exercise  of  arbitiary  power*, 


wresting  money  and  property  from  those  to  whom 
it  belongs,  for  the  use  of  those  to  whom  it  does  not 
belong.  We  oppose  this  practice,  as  one  of  injus- 
tice. We  are  in  favor  of  collecting  only  as  much 
money  lrom  the  people  as  may  be  necessary  for 
public  purposes,  leaving  the  rest  to  be  used  by 
those  to  whom  it  belongs.  We  are  not  the  enemies 
of  the  banks,  but  we  are  not  so  much  their  friends 
as  to  take  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  our  consti- 
tuents, and  deposite  it  with  them  to  swell  their  ac- 
tive capital,  and  increase  their  profits.  Lei  them 
be  content,  as  every  honest  man  ought  to  be,  with 
using  that  which  propeily  belongs  to  them. 

We  look  upon  the  withdrawal'  of  the  public  de- 
posits from  the  banks,  as  a measure  beneficial  to 
the  banks  themselves,  and  calculated  to  promote 
stability  in  the  business  and  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. So  long  as  the  public  moneys  are  made  the 
basis  of  bank  issues,  they  will  necessarily  produce 
fluctuations  in  credit  and  currency.  As  the  de- 
nosjte  accumulates,  bank  loans  and'bank  notes  in- 
crease in  number  and  amount;  as  the  deposite  di- 
minishes, bank  accommodations  ate  curtailed,  and 
the  circulation  is  retrenched.  No  reflecting  man 
can  doubt  that  the  immense  surplus  in  the  treasury 
two  years  ago,  being  all  lent  out  by  the  banks,  was 
one  cause  of  the  overtrading  and  speculation  which 
ended  in  a general  suspension  of  specie  payments.  | 
Ought  the  banks  to  desire  the  continuance  of  a 
temptation  which  experience  has  shown  they  have 
not  the  firmness  to  resist?  Ought  the  people  to 
permit  a return  to,  or  a continuance  of,  a system 
which  not  only  takes  from  them  a portion  of  their 
property  for  the  use  ol  the  banks  and  their  custom- 
ers, but  tends  to  render  the  rest  unstable  and  inse- 
cure, by  unsettling  the  standard  of  value,  banishing 
the  coin  of  the  country  from  circulation,  and  delu- 
ging the  land  with  an  irredeemable,  and,  to  a great 
extent,  a fraudulent  paper  currency?  To  avoid 
these  evils,  we  must  remove  their  causes.  Oneol 
the  most  potent  is  the  use  of  the  public  money  for 
private  purposes.  By  putting  a stop  to  that  mis- 
chief, and  administering  the  treasury  department 
wholly  independent  of  the  banks,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  will  have  done  much,  through  their 
government,  to  fill  the  country  with  the  precious 
metals,  to  secure  a constitutional  currency,  to  keep 
the  public  faith,  to  preserve  the  public  morals,  to 
give  confidence  to  credit  and  stability  to  trade,  and, 
above  all,  to  preserve  the  rights  of  the  states  and  the 
liberties  of  the  American  people. 

The  subject  of  abolition  lias  assumed  a character 
so  formidable  in  its  appearance,  and  so  destructive 
in  its  tendencies,  as  to  call  for  a brief  exposition  of 
our  views. 

The  existing  relation  of  master  and  slave  between 
the  two  races  inhabiting  the  southern  portion  of  the 
union,  existed  when  the  constitution  was  formed, 
and  is  recognized  in  the  apportionment  of  members 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  as  well  as  in  the  im- 
position of  direct  taxes,  and  the  clause  guarantee- 
ing the  delivery  up  of  persons  held  to  service  or  la- 
bor in  one  stale  and  escaping  into  another. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  power  over  this  subject  is 
one  of  those  not  delegated  to  the  general  govern- 
ment, and,  of  course,  is  one  of  the  reserved  powers; 
assuch.it  is  under  the  entire  control  of  the  respec- 
tive states,  within  whose  limits  the  institution  may 
exist,  and  within  which  neither  this  government,  nor 
that  of  the  other  states,  nor  their  citizens,  have  any 
more  right  to  interfere,  directly  or  indirectly,  than 
with  the  existence  of  slavery  in  Cuba,  or  any  other 
foreign  country. 

From  this  it  follows  that  any  such  interference  on 
the  part  ol  this  government,  would  be  without  au- 
thority, and  a manifest  breach  of  the  constitution. 
It  would,  in  truth,  be  more  than  a simple  breach  of 
that  instrument;  it  would  be  destructive  of  the  pri- 
mary object  lor  which  the  government  was  insti- 
tuted, which  was  to  preserve  and  protect  more  ellec- 
tually  the  domestic  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
states,  and  their  citizens. 

It  also  follows,  that  such  interference  on  the  part 
of  other  states,  or  their  citizens,  w ould  be  in  viola- 
tion of  the  national  compact,  which  they  mutually 
pledged  themselves  to  each  other  to  preserve  invio- 
late on  entering  into  the  union. 

It  also  follows,  that  the  states,  separately  and  in- 
dividually, where  slavery  exists,  are  alone  responsi- 
ble for  it,  either  for  good  or  evil;  and  the  impression 
that  any  other  state  or  its  citizens  are  responsible,  in 
any  way,  for  its  existence,  originates  in  the  gross 
and  mischievous  federal  conception,  that  ours  is  a 
great  national  consolidated  government,  where  the 
whole  is  responsible  for  the  parts,  just  as  the  states 
are  for  counties,  instead  of  a federal  republic,  com- 
posed of  sovereign  and  independent  states,  united  to- 
gether for  their  mutual  advantage,  tranquillity,  and 
security. 

Such,  and  so  formidable,  are  the  barriers  against 
an  interference  with  this  dangerous  subject,  within 


the  limits  of  the  states.  Nor  will  iliose  against  an 
interference  by  the  general  government,  in  any 
manner,  in  this  District,  be  found  less  formidable, 
when  duly  considered. 

We  hold,  in  fact,  that,  to  attempt  to  abolish  slavery 
in  this  District,  as  an  intermediate  step  to  abolishing 
it  in  the  states  themselves,  by  this  government,  or 
the  non-slaveholding  states,  or  their  citizens,  would 
be  as  clearly  and  manifestly  liable  to  all  the  objec- 
tions, in  their  full  force,  to  which  a direct  attempt  to 
aboiisli  it  in  the  states  themselves  would  be.  It  is 
the  motive  and  object  intended,  and  not  the  means, 
that  determine  the  character  of  the  act.  There  is  no 
code  of  morals  which  justifies  the  doing  of  that  in- 
direclly  which  is  forbidden  to  be  done  directly.  It 
it  be  unlawful  to  burn  our  neighbor’s  house,  it  would 
be  equally  unlawful  to  fire  another,  or  even  our  own, 
with  intention  of  burning  bis.  If  there  be  a differ- 
ence, the  latter,  by  adding  craft  to  guilt,  is  of  a 
deeper  dye. 

We  also  hold  that,  whatever  may  be  the  individual 
opinions  of  public  men  as  to  the  character  of  the 
domestic  institutions  of  the  slaveholding  states, 
they  have  no  right,  when  acting  in  public  stations 
under  the  federal  government,  by  any  of  their  acts, 
to  discriminate  between  their  institutions  and  those 
of  the  oilier  states.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
ours  is  a federal  republic,  as  has  been  already  stated, 
formed  by  sovereign  and  independent  stales,  for 
their  mutual  security  and  happiness;  and  that  they 
instituted  this  government,  and  clothed  it  with  pow- 
ers to  carry  into  elfect  these  important  objects. — 
Such  bciiiu-  the  character  and  object  of  our  system, 
it  is  clear  that  this  government  can  have  no  right 
whatever  to  give  a preference  to  the  institutions  of 
one  portion  of  the  union  over  those  of  another,  or  to 
use  its  power  to  abolish  one  or  establish  the  ot her; 
and  to  do  so,  be  the  pretext  what  it  may,  would  be 
directly  subversive  of  the  object  for  which  it  was 
established,  by  destroying  that  which  it  was  intended 
to  protect.  Instead  of  preserving  peace  and  tran- 
quillity, it  would  become  an  instrument,  in  the  hands 
of  the  stronger  portion  of  the  union,  for  assailing 
the  institutions  of  the  weaker,  and  engendering 
thereby  the  bitterest  feelings  of  hostility,  which,  in 
the  end,  would  destroy  the  union  itself. 

Resting  on  these  bold  and  inconlroverlible  prin- 
ciples, we  hold  it  o be  dear  beyond  dispute,  that 
congress  has  no  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  ihis  Dis- 
trict, with  a view  ol  abolishing  it  in  the  slates  or 
to  exercise  any  of  its  powers  with  that  intention. 
Nor  do  vve  deem  it  material,  in  coining  to  this  con- 
clusion, to  enquire  what  is  the  extent  of  its  powers 
over  this  District;  be  they  what  they  may,  they  are 
all  conferred  for  special  purposes,  (o  be  exercised 
like  all  such  powers,  in  subordination  lo  the  known 
objects  for  which  they  are  granted.  To  pervert 
them  to  any  other  purpose  inconsistent  with  the  ob- 
ject of  the  grant,  would  be  a violation  of  the  consti- 
tution, not  the  less  dangerous  because  not  expressly 
forbidden. 

Thus  regarding  the  powers  of  the  government  it 
is  sufficient  (o  sustain  the  conclusions  at  which  we 
have  arrived — that  the  government  has  no  light  to 
abolish  or  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  states,  or  to 
use  its  powers  to  give  a preference  to  the  peculiar 
institutions  of  one  portion  of  (he  union  over  those  of 
another;  this  admitted,  and  the  conclusion  follows  as 
a matter  of  course.  It  is  on  the  broad  and  deep 
foundation  that  we  bottom  the  course  which  we 
think  ought  to  be  pursued  by  the  government  on  this 
agitating  and  dangerous  question.  Here,  and  here 
only,  can  a sland  be  made  to  arrest  its  progress,  give 
peace  and  quiet  to  the  country,  and  permanency  to 
the  union.  If  this  be  surrendered,  on  no  other 
ground  can  a stand  be  made;  and  we  call  on  all  who 
lore  the  country,  and  value  peace,  harmony,  and 
union,  to  take  their  stand  on  it,  regardless  of  all  mi- 
nor difierences. 

Ill  addition  t<'  what  we  have  said,  would  re- 
mind our  countrymen  of  the  plighted  faith  of  this 
government  to  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
of  the  sacred  rights  of  properly  possessed  by  the  in- 
habitants of  this  District,  when  they  were  surren- 
dered by  these  stales  to  the  protection  of  congress. 
We  would  also  ask  an  attentive  consideration  to  that 
state  of  anarchy  and  confusion  which  must  exist  at 
the  seat  of  the  general  government,  when  this  Dis- 
trict shall  become  I he  receptacle  of  the  fugitive 
slaves  from  all  the  neighboring  states.  Some  of  us 
have  w itnessed,  and  others  have  heard,  with  deep 
regret,  the  deteriorated  condition  of  the  slaves,  pro- 
duced by  this  disturbing  question;  and  in  the  name 
of  the  union  we  ask  our  fellow  citizens  to  forbear  its 
further  agitation. 

Thus,  fellow-citizens,  we  have  laid  before  you  a 
full  and  frank  avowal  of  our  political  opinions  and 
principles.  It  is  for  you  to  vindicate  and  maintain 
them.  We  will  not  say  they  are  free  from  error;  but 
our  honest  conviction  is,  that  on  their  maintenance 
depend  the  peace,  harmony,  and  prosperity  of  the 
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people,  and  the  perpetuity  of  our  glorious  con-  ( 
federacy. 

REUEL  WILLIAMS,  of  Maine, 
GARRETT  D.  WALL,  of  New  Jersey, 
WILLIAM  ALLEN,  of  Ohio, 

WILLIAM  S.  FULTON,  of  Arkansas, 
Committee  in  behalf  of  republican  senators. 
FRANCIS  THOMAS,  of  Maryland, 

J.  W.  JONES,  of  Virginia, 

ISAAC  TOUCEY,  of  Connecticut, 

J.  J.  McKAY,  of  North  Carolina, 

W.  W.  POTTER,  of  Pennsylvania, 

JOHN  P.  RICHARDSON,  of  S.  Carolina, 
AMaSA  J.  PARKER,  of  New  York, 
ISAAC  F.  CRARY,  of  Michigan, 
ARCHIBALD  YELL,  of  Arkansas, 
Committee  in  behalf  of  republican  representatives. 


JUDGE  WHITE’S  SPEECH, 

Delivered  at  a public  dinner  given  him  at  Knoxville, 
Wednesday,  August  1,  1838. 

From  the  Knoxville  ( Tenn.)  Register. 

Fellow-citizens:  I accept  of  your  invitation, 
not  so  much  to  partake  of  your  hospitality,  as  to 
thank  you,  in  great  sincerity,  for  your  continued 
confidence  and  support.  You  have  been  to  me  an  im- 
penetrable shield  against  calumniators  and  enemies. 

After  an  absence  of  twelve  months,  with  but  lit- 
tle intermission,  I am  again  among  my  constituents. 
Thanks  to  a kind  Providence,  and  to  mine  enemies, 
I am  in  good  health,  ready  and  willing  to  converse 
with  you  on  all  that  has  passed,  and  is  likely  to  hap- 
pen. My  political  enemies  sought  to  destroy  me; 
they  fancied  it  an  easy  task;  more  of  life  was  left 
than  they  or  I supposed;  their  unjust  attacks  reviv- 
ed energies  which  I,  myself,  believed  were  extinct, 
and,  to  all  appearance,  they  have  renewed  my  life’s 
lease  for  some  ten  or  twenty  years. 

I am  not  only  here,  but  in  good  health;  and  al- 
though the  two  last  sessions  of  congress  were  among 
the  most  laborious  I have  ever  served,  I have  no 
want  of  health  to  plead  for  any  deficiency  you  may 
find  in  the  performance  of  my  official  duties.  I am 
grateful  to  Providence,  and  proud  before  you  in  the 
belief,  that  I have  not  been  that  simple  automaton 
which,  by  the  official  organ,  I was  represented  to 
be,  capable  only  of  saying  yea  or  nay  to  the  differ- 
ent questions  presented  to  the  senate  for  decision. 

The.  labors  of  congress,  both  at  the  called  and 
regular  session,  have  been  arduous;  and  although 
but  few  laws,  of  a general  nature,  have  been  pass- 
ed, yet  it  has  not  been  from  inattention  to  the  great 
interests  of  the  country.  There  wms  a continued 
struggle  between  the  executive  and  congress;  the 
first  wishing  to  obtain  an  unlimited  discretionary 
power  and  control  over  the  moneys  belonging  to 
the  public;  the  latter  anxiously  endeavoring  so  to 
provide  as  to  have  them  safely  kept  and  secured,  in 
such  manner  as  to  make  them  applicable,  at  all  times, 
to  the  wants  of  the  public.  To  the  opposition  in 
the  house  of  representatives  the  credit  is  due  of 
preventing  the  moneyed  power  from  being,  iadue 
form,  added  to  the  other  powers  of  the  executive. 

Shortly  after  I entered  your  service  in  the  senate, 
the  great  controversy  commenced,  which  endtd  in 
ousting  the  then  incumbent,  and  placing  the  late 
chief  magistrate  in  the  executive  chair.  The  prin- 
ciples for  which  you  and  I contended,  and  which 
we  successfully  maintained,  ought  never  to  be  for- 
gotten, and  cannot  be  too  often  recurred  to.  We 
contended  that  the  powers  of  the  executive  were 
too  great,  and  ought  to  be  reduced,  and  limited  by 
law : that  the  expenditures  of  the  government  were 
extravagant,  and  ought  to  be  reduced:  that  it  was  a 
crime  in  the  president,  or  any  officer  under  him,  to 
use  his  official  station  to  influence  the  people  in 
elections:  that  all  moneys  w hicli  came  into  the  trea- 
sury, beyond  these  wdiich  were  necessary  to  defray 
the  economical  expenses  of  the  government,  ought 
to  be  returned  to  the  people,  who  were  the  ime  and 
legitimate  owners:  and  we  solemnly  pledged  our- 
selves, i«  the  face  of  the  civilized  w orld,  that  if  we 
could  obtain  place  and  power,  retrenchment  and  re- 
form should  be  the  order  of  the  day;  that  the  Augean 
stable  should  be  thoroughly  swept  out  and  cleansed. 

Emblematic  of  what  we  intended  to  accomplish, 
we  chose  for  our  motto  the  broom,  not  one  of  the 
common  material,  but  the  hickory  broom.  Hicko- 
ry, w hen  young,  is,  of  all  descriptions  of  wood,  the 
most  tough,  strong,  and  durable,  but,  when  old  and 
worm  eaten,  the  most  brittle  and  ivorthless.  Con- 
fiding in  the  sincerity  of  our  professions,  the  sov- 
ereign people,  through  the  ballot  box,  placed  our 
political  friends  in  power,  and,  after  a most  solemn 
and  formal  renewal  of  our  pledges,  we  commenced 
our  operations,  and,  for  the-  first  four  years,  I be- 
lieved we  were  making  some  head-way.  We  had 
checked  internal  improvements  within  the  states, 
by  mere  federal  power,  by  vetoing  the  Maysville 
road  nil!,  the  Rockville  road  bill,  and  by  vetoing  a 
»»ii  R'  le-charter  tt  *.  Bank  of  the  United  States; 


but  when  the  second  four  years  of  our  term  com- 
menced, then  commenced  also  a controversy  upon 
the  question,  who  should  succeed  the  then  chief 
magistrate. 

For  one,  I kept  on,  endeavoring  to  accomplish 
the  task  we  had  undertaken;  but,  the  n ore  w e 
swept,  the  diitier  the  stable  became,  and  eventually 
we  found  our  broom  would  not  perform  its  cffice; 
the  political  moths  and  worms  had  got  into  it,  and 
had  eaten  the  splits  so  badly,  that,  the  moment  we 
attempted  to  sweep,  they  broke  off,  and,  finally, 
when  the  second  four  years  ended,  and  we  came  to 
look  into  the  Augean  stable,  we  found  it  ten  times 
as  full  of  litter  and  filth  as  it  was  w hen  we  com- 
menced our  operations. 

In  the  senate  we  made  an  effort  to  pass,  and  did 
actually  pass,  a bill  to  limit  the  power  of  the  exe- 
cutive in  removals  from  cffice.  This  bill  was  pre- 
cisely similar  to  one  reported  by  a committee  ot 
w hich  I was  a member,  w hile  Mr.  Adams  was  in 
office.  So  far  as  I knew,  it  was  then  approved  by 
the  whole  political  party  to  which  I belonged;  I 
therefore  gave  it  all  the  support  in  my  power,  and 
made  in  favor  of  it  what  I thought  the  best  speech 
I had  ever  made  in  congress.  But,  alas!  when  we 
came  to  take  the  vote,  had  it  rot  been  for  col.  Ben- 
ton, w ho  with  difficulty  voted  for  it,  of  all  my  old 
democratic  friends,  I would  have  been  found  “soli- 
tary and  alone*’  in  its  support.  For  this  vote  and 
this  speech  I have  never  been  forgiven  by  those  in 
pow  er.  I was  excommunicated.  That  w hich  w as 
sound  democracy  when  Mr.  Adams  was  in  power, 
was  in  their  opinion  rank  federalism  in  the  days  of 
his  successor.  They  did  right  to  excommunicate 
me.  It  was  a mistake  to  suppose  I ever  belonged 
to  such  a set  of  changelings.  I had  been  in  earnest 
in  my  professions,  and  wished  to  carry  them  out  in 
practice.  You  know  w hat  sort  of  a democrat  I am. 
I claim  to  be  a republican  of  the  Jefferson  school — 
such  an  one  as  my  God  and  my  education  have  made 
me.  Modern  democrats  are  a different  sect  entire- 
ly. They  are  made  at  any  time  the  federal  execu- 
tive needs  them.  He  makes  a modern  democrat 
out  of  an  old  federalist,  or  any  other  worse  material. 
You  and  I both  know  some  that,  not  many  years 
since,  were  made  out  of  anti-war  federalists,  so 
rank  that,  during  the  late  war,  the  young  men  had 
thoughts  of  soakingthem  in  the  tan-vats,  on  account 
of  their  tory  sentiments.  The  process  is  a very 
simple  one;  the  president  has  a political  jar  ready 
filled  with  a yelfow  metal,  and,  by  rubbing  well  the 
candidate  for  democracy  with  this  metal,  his  views 
and  principles  are  entirely  changed,  and  he  imme- 
diately becomes  a fit  communicant  of  this  modern 
church.  Aw  ay  with  such  democrats!  they  cannot 
and  will  not  long  deceive  the  people.  Ere  long  it 
will  be  found  by  all,  that  while  this  sect  have  de- 
mocracy on  their  lips,  at  hi  art  they  are  tyrants  and 
despots. 

For  what  did  you  and  I toil  and  labor  to  displace 
Mr.  Adams?  It  was  that  we  might  biing  back  the 
practice  of  the  goverrnu  nt  to  sound  Jeffersonian 
principles — to  an  economical  expenditure  of  Ihe 
public  money.  Before  the  second  term  of  his  suc- 
cessor had  expired,  some  of  my  political  friends 
believed  my  humble  name  ought  to  be  presented  to 
Ihe  people  as  a candidate  for  the  high  station  he 
filled.  Some  in  this  assemblage  well  know  T re- 
monstrated againsl  this  use  of  my  name,  aid  fore- 
told that,  with  my  limited  capacity  and  humble  pre- 
tensions, no  hope  of  success  ought  to  he  enteitain- 
ed.  They  thought  differently.  1 did  not,  and 
would  not,  yield  my  assent,  until  informed  that  the 
federal  executive  had  threatened  that  if  I did  per- 
mit the  use  of  my  name,  I should  be  rendered  odi- 
ous to  society.  This  threat  answered  a purpose  that 
the  persuasion  of  friends  could  not.  Despotic  power 
never  has  governed,  and  never  shall  govern,  me. — 
My  name  was  given  to  the  public,  and  should  have 
been,  if  the  act  had  lost  me  the  good  opinion  ot 
every  political  friend  I had  upon  earth,  and,  1 might 
almost  add,  if  it  had  even  endangered  the  good  opi- 
nion of  my  w ife  and  children.  The  result  is  known 
to  us  all.  The  administration  did  its  worst.  Its 
thousand  presses  were  opened  upon  me  and  my 
friends,  and  here  I am,  in  better  health,  and  I think 
entitled  to  more  character,  than  "when  they  com- 
menced upon  me.  Still,  let  no  man  scorn  the 
power  of  the  press.  To  withstand  its  influence  is 
a perilous  effort.  I have  made  the  experiment,  and 
now  assure  you  that  I should  feel  less  risk  in  to- 
morrow shouldering  my  musket  and  knapsack,  and 
marching  to  the  swamps  of  Florida  for  a six  months’ 
campaign  against  the  Seminoles,  than  in  encounter- 
ing such  incessant  discharges  of  calumny  and  slan- 
der from  all  the  presses  which  an  American  execu- 
tive has  the  power  to  bring  into  action. 

In  this  conflict,  you,  the  freemen  of  Tennessee, 
were  my  shield.  The  poisoned  arrows  of  my  ene- 
mies have  fallen  harmless  at  my  feet.  I have  sus- 
tained no  injury,  and  vour  firmness  has  given 


brilliancy  to  the  star  which  glitters  to  the  name  of 
Tennessee,  of  which  we  may  all  be  preud. 

For  one,  I am  quite  satisfied  with  the  result. — 
Let  none  suppose  I am  either  disappointed  or  mor- 
tified. Still  more,  all  may  be  assuicd  that,  with 
my  consent,  my  name  will  never  again  be  used  for 
any  cffice  w hatever.  If  I ever  had  any  aspiiations 
for  high  cffice,  time  has  put  an  end  to  them.  I am 
not  so  old  yet  as  to  have  the  childish  belief  that  my 
vigor  of  body  and  mind  are  to  last  always.  In  all 
the  stations  1 have  jet  occupied,  I 1 ave  bien  ena- 
bled so  to  acquit  myself  as  never  to  mortify  my 
friends.  Humble  as  my  pretensions  ate,  I have 
sometimes  been  placed  in  high  iffice,  as  the  asso- 
ciate of  some  w ho  have  had  much  cl  aracter  among 
men;  many  of  you  were  witnesses  of  the  manner 
in  which  cur  official  duties  weie  discharged,  and  I 
am  proud  in  the  belief  that  my  icpntaticn  has  ne- 
ver suffered  by  any  comparison.  My  1 ope  and 
prayer  is,  that  I may  have  discretion  enough  tosur- 
rencler  even  my  present  station,  before  1 rm  so  en- 
feebled, either  in  body  or  mind,  as  to  n ake  it  ne- 
cessary for  ti.e  interest  oi  Te  nnesste  to  Liss  ire  fiom 
the  stage. 

The  late  executive,  then,  I as  1 ad  his  will  carried 
into  effect  by  the  vote  of  the  American  ] cople. — 
They  have  listened  to  his  statements,  “that  the 
whole  value  of  his  administiafion  would  be  lost, 
unless  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  elected  to  cany  cut  his 
unfinished  measures.”  The  appointee  oi  the  late 
president  has  been  elected  to  “finish  his  unfinished 
business.”  My  friends,  is  he  not  gelling  thrdligh 
it  with  a rapidity  which  you  did  not  anticipate? — 
From  the  height  of  prcspeiity,  in  about  six  months 
from  the  day  of  his  inauguration,  (lie  country  was 
brought  to  a state  of  unexampled  cmbariassment. 
Should  he  keep  on  in  his  ill-advised  course,  he  will 
have  performed  his  allotted  task  long  before  the 
lapse  of  his  four  years.  The  great  interests  of  the 
country  will  be  all  sacrificed,  and,  by  an  addition  to 
the  moneyed  power  oi  the  government,  in  an  or- 
ganized form,  to  the  powers  already  possessed  by 
the  federal  executive,  the  liberty  of  the  people  will 
be  near  its  termination.  Do  not  deceive  yourselves 
by  thinking  that  the  executive  project  tor  uniting 
the  purse  with  the  sword  is  to  be  abandoned.  No 
such  thing.  It  w ill  be  renewed  again  and  again,  so 
long  as  the  most  distant  hope  of  success  continues. 
The  present  executive  knows  full  well  he  has  no 
distinctive  character  of  his  ow  n — that  he  must  con- 
form to  the  will  and  wish  of  those  w ho  placed  him 
in  his  present  high  station.  He  knows  the  means 
hy  w hich  he  acquired  it,  and  must  act  out  his  part. 
Remember  that  the  miserable  lizaid  can  riach  the 
pinnacle  of  the  same  spire  on  which  the  eagle 
proudly  perches  himself;  but  the  process  by  which 
he  reaches  it  is  very  difleri  nt.  1 he  latter,  trusting 
to  his  native  strength  and  his  own  good  w ings,  fear- 
lessly soars  aloft,  ai.d  proudly  perches  himself  on 
the  summit,  in  view  of  all  beholders;  while  the 
other,  degraded  reptile,  stealthily  and  cautiously 
creeps  up,  clinging  1o,  and  ascending,  that  side  of 
the  column  which  w ill  best  screen  him  from  obser- 
vation, until  he  reaches  the  pinnacle,  and  then  silly 
peeps  over,  ready  to  shrink  back  when  he  finds 
himself  discovered.  Do  you  ask,  what  then  is  to 
be  done  when  a political  lizard  has  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  station  w hieh  ought  alone  to  be  occu- 
pied by  the  eagle?  My  answer  is  ready.  Through 
the  ballot  boxes,  keep  steadily  switching  him.  until 
he  descends  to  that  level  which  it  is  the  interest  of 
mankind  he  should  occupy. 

It  is  useless  to  deny  the  fact — it  is  undeniably 
true — that,  notwithstanding  all  the  promises,  pro- 
fessions and  pledges  of  the  late  administration, 
the  executive  branch  of  the  government  has  be- 
come a piece  of  mere  party  mschiney,  operat- 
ing in  all  elections,  both  stale  and  firleial.  Some 
few  years  since,  on  the  centenary  birth-day  of  gen. 
Washington,  it  was  beautifully  said  by  one  of 
our  most  distinguished  men,  “that  whenever  our 
government  became  a patty  machine,  the  liberty  of 
the  country  could  not  be  preserved;  that  the  govern- 
ment could  by  law  protect  men  against  murder,  but 
not  against  suicide.”  There  is  great  force  in  this 
remaik,  yet  I hope  it  is  not  true.  There  is,  how- 
ever, but  one  remedy  in  either  case.  Take  from 
the  individual  (he  razor  with  w hich  he  is  about  to 
cut  his  throat,  and  he  is  for  the  present  safe  against 
suicide.  In  the  same  way,  when  you  find  those  in 
possession  of  executive  power  using  it  as  the  ma- 
chine of  political  suicide,  take  away  the  means  of 
mischief,  and  prevent  political  suicide.  Take  from 
them  their  offices,  and  place  them  in  hands  more 
worthy,  and  the  republic  may  yet  be  saved. 

The  late  administration  came  in  on  the  question 
of  reform  and  a retrenchment  of  expenditures. — 
Pray,  what  abuse  has  been  corrected?  Not  one! — 
What  retrenchment  has  taken  place?  None.  Abuses 
have  been  multiplied,  and  expenditures  have  been 
increased.  Mr.  Adams  was  turned  out  because  he 
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wus  expending  from  twelve  to  thirteen  millions  of 
dollars  per  year,  and  now  we  are  expending  from 
thirty-five  to  forty  millions  per  annum.  Can  any 
man  be  so  stupid  as  not  to  see  this  is  all  wrong? — 
Can  the  babble  of  democracy  sanctif  y such  a course? 
Partisans  may  sing  demociacy  until,  like  the  lo- 
custs, their  backs  are  split;  but  it  will  not  satisfy 
the  people.  We  must  be  taught  two  things,  and 
that  speedily:  We  must  have  a sound  currency,  and 
the  government  must  expend  less  money. 

There  is  a constant  press  to  increase  officers,  and 
to  increase  salaries.  Can  any  friend  of  the  admi- 
nistration put  his  finger  upon  any  message  specify- 
ing the  office  to  be  abolished,  or  the  salary  to  be 
decreased?  Yet  they  prate  of  democracy.  A short 
time  sime,  we  had  a great  struggle  to  know  what 
should  be  done  with  surplus  money  in  the  treasury. 
Now  the  struggle  is  to  know  how  to  raise  enough 
to  keep  the  government  in  motion.  That  which 
we  had  is  all  gone.  Our  currency  is  destroyed, 
and  with  it  the  commerce  of  the  country.  Our 
sources  of  revenue  are  the  sales  of  public  lands 
and  duties  upon  importations  of  goods.  While  the 
currency  is  deranged,  both  these  sources  of  reve- 
nue are  drying  up,  and  we  are  without  revenue  to 
supply  actual  wants;  and  what  have  we  resorted  to? 
To  making  paper  money — to  issuing  treasury  notes. 
A short  time  since,  we  and  our  families  were  to  be 
made  glad  by  peeping  at  our  Benton  yellow'  jack- 
ets, that  W'ere  peeping  through  our  purses  at  us; 
but  what  now'  have  we?  Nothing  but  yellow- 
backed  treasury  notes,  intended  to  supply  the  dou- 
ble purpose  6f  a deficit  in  the  treasury,  and  a cir- 
culating medium. 

Since  the  first  of  September  last,  we  have  author- 
ized the  issuing  of  twice  ten  millions  of  treasury 
notes — and  why?  Because  we  needed  money,  and 
had  it  not.  The  credit  of  the  United  States  is 
good,  and  we  have  an  express  power  to  borrow 
money;  but  if  we  borrow,  the  public  will  see  that 
a national  debt  is  contracting,  and  will  inquire  into 
expenditures — therefore  the  administration  prefer  a 
resort  to  treasury  notes.  They  appear  to  cost  no- 
thing, and,  if  tolerated,  extravagant  expenditures 
may  be  continued  without  alarm  to  the  public. — 
This  contrivance  ought  to  be  nipped  in  the  bud. — 
Treasury  notes  are  unconstitutional,  except  when 
used  as  a means  to  procure  a loan.  Bills  of  credit 
cannot  be  issued  as  a currency,  by  either  federal  or 
state  authority.  If  tolerated,  we  will  soon  have  an 
extravagant  government,  and  a depreciated  paper 
currency.  Whenever  an  amount  of  treasury  notes 
is  issued,  as  a currency,  beyond  the  duties  and  sales 
of  public  lands,  they  must  and  will  depreciate,  and 
the  mass  of  people  are  to  be  the  sufferers.  Against 
these  issues  I have  raised  my  voice,  and  recorded 
my  votes,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so. 

You  are  ready  to  ask  me  what  is  a remedy  for  the 
evils,  under  which  the  country  labors?  I tell  you 
plainly  the  remedy  must  be  found  in  a firm  and 
manly  exercise  of  riie  elective  franchise.  Vote  for 
no  man  who  will  not  firmly  and  fearlessly  exert  him- 
self to  prevent  those  now  in  power  from  accom- 
plishing the  purposes  they  have  in  view,  and,  when 
the  time  arrives,  let  us  exert  ourselves  to  displace 
the  present  chief  magistrate.  I may  be  asked,  who 
will  you  put  in  his  place?  Is  he  not  one  of  your 
own  original  party,  and  will  you  go  against  a man 
of  your  own  principles?  In  all  sincerity  I will 
answer  these  questions.  In  the  first  place,  then, 
I say,  at  present,  1 do  not  know  who  we  ought  to 
endeavor  to  put  in  the  place  of  the  present  incum- 
bent. Two  years  and  more  are  to  elapse  before  the 
election.  Previous  to  that  time,  every  man  whose 
name  has  been  mentioned  as  a probable  candidate 
may  be  removed  from  the  stage  of  action,  or  mat- 
ters may  be  disclosed  in  relation  to  them  which 
may  change  entirely  our  opinions  of  theircharacters 
and  qualifications.  There  is  only  one  thing  on  this 
subject  upon  which  my  mind  is  at  rest,  and  that  is, 
for  the  present  incumbent  I will  never  vole  while  I 
entertain  the  same  opinion  of  him  which  I now  do. 
I have  now  the  same  politics,  and  the  same  politi- 
cal objects  to  accomplish,  which  I had  in  1828,  when 
you  and  I successfully  exerted  ourselves  to  elect 
the  late  chief  magistrate.  Towards  the  accomplish- 
ment of  these  objects  we  have  made  no  progress 
whatever.  We  have  been  deceived  and  disap- 
pointed, and  in  my  opinion  the  present  incumbent 
has  been  the  chief  instrument  in  effecting  this  de- 
ception and  disappointment.  To  continue  him 
longer  in  office  would,  therefore,  be  giving  up  all 
wish  for  those  improvements  in  public  affairs, 
which,  I believe,  the  interests  of  the  country  press- 
ingly  require.  Before  the  time  of  election  arrives, 
some  man,  not  now  thought  of  as  a candidate,  hold- 
ing political  opinions  similar  to  my  own,  may  be 
brought  before  the  public  with  a reasonable  pros- 
pect of  success.  In  that  event,  he  should  have  my 
cordial  support.  Although  much  has  been  said  dur- 
ing the  last  session  of  congress  on  the  subject  of  the 


next  election,  yet  I have  taken  no  part  in  it,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  and  to  no  one  ot  those  spoken 
of  as  candidates  have  I,  in  any  degree,  committed 
myself.  I am  now  as  free  to  make  my  choice  as 
any  one  of  you  can  be. 

I have,  however,  reflected  on  this  subject  in  all 
its  bearing  and  contingencies,  and  am  free  to  state 
that,  from  present  indications,  I think  it  most  pro- 
bable Mr.  Van  Buren  w ill  be  a candidate  tor  re- 
election,  and  that  he  will  be  opposed  by  some  one 
only  of  the  old  opposition — very  probably  Mr. 
Clay.  In  that  event,  I have  asked  myself  the  ques- 
tion, w hat  course  ought  I to  pursue? 

For  Mr.  Van  Buren  I have  already  said  I never 
will,  and  can  never,  vote,  if  he  pursues  the  course 
pursued  for  the  last  few'  years.  My  motto  is  “not 
words  but  deeds.”  1 judge  of  him  by  what  he 
has  done,  and  caused  to  be  done,  and  not  by  what 
he  has  professed.  It  is  true  he  has  professed  at 
times,  to  belong  to  the  same  political  party  to  which 
I have  ever  adhered:  but  bis  practice  has  on  no  cne 
point  corresponded  with  that  profession.  He  is  a 
tariff  man,  and  voted  for  that  most  odious  of  all  our 
tariffs — that  of  1828.  I am  against  all  tariff's  for 
protection  merely.  He  is  for  internal  improvements 
by  the  federal  government  where  the  object  is  what 
he  calls  national,  and  actually  voted  for  the  erection 
of  toll-gates  on  the  Cumberland  road.  I deny  that 
the  federal  government  possesses  any  such  power 
within  the  states.  He  is  against  a national  bank,  and 
so  am  I;  but  then  he  goes  for  a treasury  bank  which 
I think  much  worse  than  a national  bank,  by  incor- 
porating stockholders.  He  is  for  increasing  execu- 
tive power  and  patronage.  I am  for  diminishing 
and  limiting  them . He  is  in  favor  of  the  federal 
executive  and  officers  under  him  using  their  power 
to  influence  public  opinion  irr  elections.  I am  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  any  such  practices.  He  is  in 
favor  of  tire  chief  magistrate,  in  office,  selecting  his 
successor,  and  using  all  his  influence  to  have  him 
elected.  I think  such  a practice  calculated  to  con- 
vert our  republic  inio  a monarchy,  and  therefore  be- 
lieve no  man  ought  to  be  president  who  holds  such 
doctrine.  It  is  useless  now7  to  pursue  this  contrast 
any  further.  You  will  readily  perceive  it  is  an  en- 
tire mistake  to  suppose  we  ever  belonged  to  the 
same  party;  yet  it  is  true  we  once  nominally  did. 
He  came  into  it,  and  gave  his  support  at  rather  a 
late  day,  when,  possibly,  he  believed  he  would  suc- 
ceed whether  he  joined  us  or  not. 

To  him'  I have  still  another  objection.  He  did 
not  come  into  office  upon  any  character  of  his  ow  n, 
and  no  man  is  fit  for  the  station  he  now  occupies 
unless  he  attains  it  upon  the  strengh  of  his  own 
principles  and  character.  He  is  nothing  but  a mere 
tuft  of  political  misletog,  having  no  root  of  his  own, 
adhering  to,  and  supported  by,  the  limb  of  a dis- 
tinct trunk  altogether,  and  must  as  infallibly  perish 
whenever  that  trunk  ceases  to  nourish  him  as  the 
tuft  on  yonder  oak,  whenever  that  oak  shall  have 
decayed  and  fallen. 

The  question  then  recurs,  should  Mr.  Clay  be  the 
opposing  candidate,  what  ought  I to  do? 

I answer  I ought  to  exercise  my  right  of  suffrage 
so  as  most  to  promote  the  public  welfare.  I am  en- 
tirely opposed  to  following  the  example  of  throw- 
ing away  my  vote,  because  the  community  will 
neither  select  me,  nor  the  man  of  my  choice.  It  is 
my  duty  deliberately  and  impartially  to  compare 
the  principlesand  characters ofthose  between  whom 
the  choice  is  to  be  made,  and  to  vote  according  to 
my  best  judgment.  Permit  me,  then,  for  a few  mo, 
ments,  to  draw  your  attention  to  a contrast  between 
these  two  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  is  in  favor  of  a protective  tariff, 
and  voted  for  that  of  1828.  Mr.  Clay  is  also  in 
favor  of  a protective  tariff,  but  did  not  vote  for  that 
of  1828.  He  is  the  author  of  the  compromise  act 
of  1832,  which  settles  the  question  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  country  at  large,  and  which  he  believes 
ought  hot  to  be  disturbed. 

Mr.  Clay  thinks  the  federal  government  has  the 
power  to  make  internal  improvements  within  the 
states,  but  ought  not  to  exercise  the  power,  except 
upon  an  object  of  general  or  national  utility;  and 
that  now',  as  the  states  have  taken  up  the  business 
of  internal  improvements,  the  federal  government 
ought  not  to  meddle  with  it,  but  rather  aid  the  states 
with  means,  by  distributing,  w hen  our.  funds  will 
permit,  the  proceeds  of  our  public  lands.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  thinks  the  federal  government  can  and  ought 
to  make  internal  improvements  when  the  object  is 
national,  but  has  no  such  power  when  the  object  is 
local.  This  opinion  I think  is  more  exceptionable 
than  that  of  Mr.  Clay,  because,  under  it,  the  presi- 
dent has  a discretionary  power  to  make  improve- 
ments where  he  pleases  by  calling  the  objects  na- 
tional, and  refusing  them  at  pleasure  by  calling  the 
objects  local. 

Mr.  Clay  thinks  we  have  the  pow'er  to  charter  a 
national  bank,  and  that  we  ought  to  exercise  it. 


Mr.  Van  Buren  is  against  a national  bank,  but  is  in 
favor  of  a treasury  bank.  This  last  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, the  most  dangerous  opinion.  One  great  ob- 
jection to  incorporating  a national  bank  is  a fear 
that  the  directors  and  president  might  co-operate  in 
elections;  and,  if  they  did,  that  the  moneyed  power 
united  uit/i  executive  patronage  would  be  an  over- 
match for  any  power  in  the  hands  of  the  people. 
Now,  in  case  of  a national  bank  owned  by  stock- 
holders, this  union  might  not  take  place;  but  in  case 
of  a treasury  bank,  the  union  is  certain,  and  every 
thing  is  in  due  form  of  law  pvt  into  the  power  of  the 
president. 

Even  up  n these  great  leading  points,  I think 
Mr.  Clay  greatly  preferable  to  Mr.  Van  Buren;  but 
the  contrast  ought  not  to  stop  here. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  is  in  favor  of  executive  power 
and  patronage  in  its  very  worst  forms  and  ramifica- 
tions. Mr.  Clay  is  in  favor  of  reducing  ar.d  limit- 
ing them  by  law. 

In  a few  words  I must  state  that  I think  the  great 
difference  between  the  two  men  is,  that  Mr.  Van 
Buren  w ill  profess  any  opinions  w hich  will  gain  him 
most  votes  in  an  election;  and  that,  when  elected, 
he  will  practise  on  whatever  principles  will  give  to 
himself  and  his  partisans  the  most  money,  without 
any  regard  to  the  great  interest  of  the  country. 
That  Mr.  Clay  is  a bold,  ambitious,  frank,  and  ta- 
lented man.  That  if  in  office  he  would  be  ambi- 
tious so  to  administer  the  government  as  to  make 
for  himself  the  reputation  of  a great  man,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  enlightened  men  in  his  ow  n day,  and  of 
posterity  in  all  time  to  come. 

I have  thus  frankly  stated  to  you  my  opinions  in 
relation  to  these  men.  I have  done  so  the  more 
willingly,  because  I am  under  no  obligations  to  ei- 
ther, nor  have  I any'  thing  to  hope  from  them. 

It  has  been  the  fashion  with  you,  and  with  me,  to 
endeavor  1o  put  down  and  keep  down  Mr.  Clay  in 
times  past.  In  turn,  he  has  helped  to  put  and 
keep  me  down.  His  third  candidate  for  the  presi- 
dency furnished  the  only  argurm  nt  which  enabled 
the  chief  magistrate  to  transfer  t he  southern  states  to 
his  candidate.  For  all  this  I care  not.  I had  no 
claims  on  Mr.  Clay.  On  sever  al  great  questions  we 
had  ever  disagreed,  and  still  do.  Should  I support 
him  in  the  coming  contest,  it  will  not  be  because  I 
have  changed  or  intend  to  change  my  principles; 
but  because  I like  his  better  than  I do  those  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  and  because,  should  he  be  elected,  I ex- 
pect much  benefit  to  the  country;  but  not  all  I would 
expect  by  electing  a candidate  with  whom  I accord- 
ed in  opinion  upon  all  great  questions. 

Be  it  therefore  remembered,  that,  if  I sustain  Mr. 
Clay,  neither  he  nor  his  friends  are  to  believe  for  a 
moment  that  I surrender  any  one  of  my  political 
principles.  Far  otherwise;  I will  retain  them  all; 
and  should  I still  be  in  the  senate,  if  he  were  elected, 
and  attempted  to  carry  out  any  principle  in  which  1 
have  disagreed  with  him,  he  would  find,  in  me,  the 
same  opposition  I have  ever  manifested. 

In  voting  in  elections,  as  in  the  discharge  of  every 
other  duty  to  society,  it  is  my  business  to  do  all  the 
good  I can,  arid,  if  I cannot  get  a candidate  to  vote 
lor  who  comes  up  to  my  political  standard,  to  select 
(hat  one  who  comes  nearest  to  it. 

Fellow  citizens:  I thank  you  for  your  con- 
tinued confidence  and  good  opinion;  I thank  you  for 
the  patient  manner  in  which  you  have  given  me  your 
attention.  Had  I the  voice  now  which  I bad  when, 
forty-two  years  ago,  I first  addressed  my  country- 
men on  yonder  hill,  [pointing  to  the  courthouse,] 
you  would  have  been  enabled  to  hear  me  without 
huddling  together  in  so  small  a compass;  but  your 
kindness  can  always  remedy  my  imperfections.  I 
ask  you  to  join  me  in  the  sentiment  w hich  1 will 
now  read,  and  pass  to  your  president,  to  be  proposed 
as  one  nearest  to  my  heart: 

“ Tennessee . May  she  ever  adhere  to  her  own 
principles.  Remain  too  honest  to  be  purchased, 
too  well-informed  to  be  misled,  and  too  unyielding 
to  be  subdued.  In  every  struggle  between  parties, 
may  her  sons,  rail)',  as  a body-guard,  to  protect  the 
constitution.” 


GEN.  M‘DUFFIE’S  OPINIONS  ON  THE  BANK 
AND  SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 

From  the  Southern  Herald. 

Marion,  Perry  co.,  Ala.,  July  18 th,  1838. 

Dear  sib:  I Jearn  bv  a private  letter  that  you  propose 
setting  out  shortly  for  Europe,  and  as  much  speculation 
prevails  in  relation  to  your  opinions  concerning  the  sub- 
treasury,  os  it  is  commonly  called,  may  I ask  it  of  your 
kindness,  before  your  departure,  to  enable  me  to  in- 
form the  public  correctly  what  are  your  views  on  that 
subject?  With  all  deference  for  your  better  judgment, 
should  you  think  otherwise,  it  would  seem  to  me  that 
yon  owe  it  to  your  friends  and  the  public  also — having 
so  long  been  in  the  service  of  both — to  speak  out.  The 
disordered  state  of  the  currency,  and  the  universal  de- 
sire for  the  adoption  of  some  stable  and  wise  plan  for 
the  collection  and  disbursement  cf  the  public  revenue, 
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has  converted  almost  every  individual  in  the  govern- 
ment into  a speculative  financier,  and,  as  the  most  of 
us  have  only  light  enough  to  make  ‘‘darkness  visible,” 
and  know  what  we  believe  more  as  a matter  of  faith 
than  of  knowledge,  you  cannot  be  surprised  to  learn 
that  1 hear  your  name  frequently  used  as  authority 
both  to  denounce  and  sustain  the  sub-treasury  scheme. 
My  friends  Knowing  me  to  have  once  been  one  of  your 
constituents  and  uniformly,  in  my  humble  way,  your 
poliucal  friend  and  supporter,  frequently  refer  the  moot 
question  to  my  decision,  and  I reel  regret  that  I cannot 
solve  their  doubts.  Should  it  comport  with  your  con- 
ception of  duty  to  yourself  to  enable  me  to  do  so,  you 
will,  sir,  doubtless,  much  oblige  the  public,  as  also  the 
writer,  who  has  the  honor  to  subscribe  himself  most 
respectfully, 

Your  ob’t  servant, 

SAM’L  A.  TOWNES. 

Gen.  Geo.  McDuffie. 

Cherry  Hill , July  2o!h,  1833. 

My  dear  sir:  I have  received  your  friendly  letter,  ex- 
pressing a desire  to  know  my  opinion  on  the  questions 
which  now  agitate  the  country,  relative  to  the  custody 
of  the  public  money  of  the  United  States,  and  the  regu- 
lation of  the  general  currency  and  exchanges.  As  1 
never  had  a political  opinion  which  1 was  unwilling  to  ! 
disclose,  1 have  no  hesitation  in  answering  all  your  in- 
quiries. I have  regretted  to  perceive,  what  you  state, 
that  contradictory  versions  of  my  opinions  have  pre- 
vailed in  different  quarters,  owing  I presume  to  the  fact 
that  I do  not  concur  entirely  with  either  of  the  political 
parties,  recently  organized  upon  the  basis  of  these  ques- 
tions. It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  indeed,  that  these 
questions  have  been  made  the  foundation  of  a politicai 
organization  of  the  great  political  parties  contending  for 
the  presidency,  though  I admit  that  this  result  could 
scarcely  be  avoided.  Such  an  organization  is  exceed- 
ingly uupropitious  to  the  cause  of  truth,  and  almost  en- 
tirely precludes  the  possibility  of  a discriminating  judg- 
ment. Y ou  must  take  the  whole,  or  reject  the  whole,  by 
itbe  practical  canons  of  party  discipline.  A most  unfor- 
tunate change  has  been  the  consequence  on  the  whole 
subject  of  banking,  and  of  the  connection  of  the  govern- 
ment with  the  banks.  You  no  doubt  are  aware  thatdur- 
ing  all  the  struggles  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  U.  States, 
against  the  warfare  urged  against  it  by  the  federal 
executive,  I steadily  sustained  that  institution  on  the 
grounds  both  of  its  extensive  usefulness  and  its  consti- 
tutionality, and  I will  add  that  there  is  no  part  of  my 
public  life  to  which  I look  back  with  more  satisfaction 
than  to  this.  1 still  believe  a Bank  of  the  United  States 
to  be  cons'itutional,  and  am  ns  confident  as  reason  and 
experience  can  make  me  on  any  similar  question  that 
it  is  the  best  practicable  means  of  maintaining  a uni- 
form currency,  and  a low  and  uniform  rate  of  exchan- 
ges over  the  whole  United  States,  so  tong  as  paper  mo- 
ney constitutes  the  larger  portion  of  our  actual  currency. 

But  I am  constrained  to  say  that  in  the  extraordinary 
disjunction  and  conjunction  of  political  parties  which 
have  recently  taken  place,  I am  left  almost  as  “solitary 
and  alone,’’  on  the  subject  of  a bank  of  the  United 
States,  as  Mr.  Benton  was  when  he  put  his  celebrated 
ball  in  motion.  I always  supported  such  an  institution 
as  an  antagonist  power  to  the  state  banks,  and  a means 
of  restraining  their  extravagant  issues.  Its  utility  con- 
sists almost  entirely,  in  my  opinion,  in  the  exercise  of 
this  salutary  control  over  such  state  banks  as  were  in- 
clined to  run  into  excesses.  Such  were  then  the  opin- 
ions of  those  with  whom  I acted.  But  now  the  state  of 
opinions  is  entirely  changed,  as  well  as  the  relations  of 
the  banks.  The  present  advocates  of  a Bank  of  the 
United  States  maintain  practically  if  not  in  terms  that 
as  bank  credit  is  the  most  potent  of  all  the  agents  for 
producing  wealth,  the  more  we  have  of  it  the  better, 
and  they  seem  to  regard  him  as  an  old  fashioned  politi- 
cal economist  who  should  doubt  that  the  issue  of  every 
additional  hundred  millions  of  bank  paper,  added  just 
that  much  wealth  to  the  country.  In  fact  the  party 
now  urging  the  establishment  of  a bank  of  the  United 
States,  are  the  open  apologists  and  advocates  of  the  pet 
bank  system,  which  they  concurred  with  me  in  de- 
nouncing, as  a most  fearful  and  stupendous  system  of 
corruption  and  of  despotic  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
federal  executive.  I was  perfectly  sincere  when  I said 
that  it  would  be  easier  to  resist  a president  at  the  head 
of  50,000  regular  troops,  than  one  who  wielded  such  a 
confederacy  of  banks.  Yet  after  this  system  is  utterly 
failed,  those  who  denounced  it  when  it  was  a mere  ex- 
periment, have  now  adopted  it  as  a stepping  stone  to  a 
bank  of  the  United  States,  with  a capital  of  50,000,000, 
to  be  located  in  the  city  of  New  York!  I confess  that 
with  my  opinions  wholly  unchanged  on  the  general 
subject,  I should  regard  a bank  established  under  such 
auspices  thus  located  and  with  such  a capital,  as  an 
institution  eminently  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
country.  1 will  not  disguise  my  opinion,  that  a bank 
of  the  United  States  established  under  the  most  favora- 
ble circumstances,  however  perfect  as  a regulator  of 
the  currency,  is  liable  to  become  a very  dangerous  in- 
stitution in  the  hands  of  the  federal  executive.  The 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States  scrupulously  abstained 
from  politics  until  forced  in  self-defence  to  abandon,  in 
some  degree,  its  neutral  posiiion.  I regarded  this  as 
one  of  its  great  merits.  But  what  would  necessarily 
be  the  character  of  a bank  of  50  millions  established  in 
New  York,  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
country?  Bank  or  no  bank  is  clearly  and  distinctly  the 
issue  which  is  to  decide  the  next  presidential  election, 
and  to  be  decided  by  it.  Such  a bank  would  be  un- 
avoidably a mere  engine  in  the  hands  of  the  ascendant 


party,  a tremendous  instrument  of  power  and  mischief, 
thus  created  and  thus  wielded.  You  may  recollect 
that  in  my  last  speech  on  the  deposite  question,  I stated 
as  a reason  for  supporting  the  existing  bank  ihat  its 
overthrow  would  produce  precisely  such  a state  of 
anarchy  as  we  now  have  in  the  currency  and  exchanges, 
that  to  extricate  themselves  from  such  a condition,  the 
people  would  fly  into  the  arms  even  of  a government 
bank,  upon  the  principle  that  men  will  seek  refuge  front 
anarchy  even  tn  the  worst  form  of  despotism.  I lear 
my  predictions  have  been  very  nearly  fulfilled.  For  the 
chances  are  that  any  bank  established  under  the  pre- 
vailing auspices,  would  be  itt  fact  a government  bank, 
whatever  it  might  be  in  form.  And  here  1 am  remind- 
ed of  the  extraordinary  speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  in  which  ; 
he  maintains  that  the  proposed  organization  of  the  trea- 
sury, making  it  independent  of  banks,  is  in  fact  a go- 
vernment bank.  Whatever  other  objections  may  be 
urged  against  this  treasury  scheme,  it  is  certainly  free 
from  this.  It  has  not  one  of  the  attributes  of  a bank. 
It  would  neither  discount  notes  nor  issue  bills.  It 
would  have  no  favors  to  confer  upon  any  body,  unless 
the  payment  of  a just  debt  may  be  so  regarded.  If  the 
fact  of  drawing  upon  its  own  funds,  to  pay  its  debts 
will  make  the  treasury  a bank,  every  man  is  a banker. 

But  to  return  to  the  subject  of  a bank  of  the  United 
States.  When  I found  the  iate  Bank  of  the  United 
States  abandoned  to  its  fate  by  all  parties,  I canto  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  wisest  course  that  could  be  pur- 
sued on  the  subject  would  be  to  let  every  other  expe- 
dient be  fully  and  fairly  tried  before  any  attempt 
should  be  made  to  incorporate  another.  Unless  the 
public  mind  can  be  brought,  as  in  England,  to  regard 
such  a bank  as  a nat  onai  institution,  supported  by  alt 
parties  alike,  it  will  always  be  a party  engine.  A party 
contest  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter  at  the  end  of 
every  It)  or  20  years,  would  be  almost  equal  to  a dis- 
puted succession  in  a monarchy.  The.  most  painful  of 
all  process  is  the  reform  of  the  currency,  by  the  agency 
of  a national  bank,  after  several  years  of  untestuineu 
and  excessive  bank  issues.  Such  was  the  case  in 
1813  ’20  and  such  would  be  more  decidedly  the  case 
now.  Such  dreadful  remedies  are  not  to  be  used  every 
day.  And  i can  scarcely  see  with  patience  many  of 
those  who  co-operated  with  gen.  Jackson,  in  destroying 
the  late  bank  when  it  was  unpopular,  now  contending 
for  the  establishment  of  another,  when  distress  has 
turned  the  public  opinion  in  favor  of  a national  bank, 
under  the  vain  and  delusive  expectation  that  it  will  re- 
lieve them  from  their  pecuniary  embarrassments.  Noth- 
ing could  prove  more  conclusively  that  distress  is  a bad 
reasoner,  than  that  people  who  are  involved  itt  debt 
should  expect  to  be  relieved  by  such  an  institution. 
Its  very  first  office  would  be  to  correct  a redundant 
currency.  Let  us  see  how  this  would  be  performed. 
A bank  of  fifty  millions  would  probably  issue  at  least 
thirty  millions  of  its  own  bills.  This  would  increase 
tlie  existing  redundancy,  and  of  course  render  it  neces- 
sary for  the  state  banks  to  curtail  their  issues  so  much 
the  more.  In  fact,  if  a national  bank  performed  its  duty, 
its  entire  operation  at  first,  would  be  to  increase  the 
pressure  upon  the  state  banks,  and  through  these  the 
distresses  of  the  people. 

Nothing  has  surprised  me  more  than  that  the  stale 
batiks  should  in  some  quarters  of  the  union  look  to  a 
national  bank  as  a means  of  relieving  them.  On  the 
contrary  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  the  national  bank 
would  be  worse  than  an  independent  treasury,  with 
the  specie  feature  as  it  is  called.  The  public  moneys 
would  be  of  course  deposited  in  the  national  bank.  Now 
we  know  that  although  the  late  Bank  of  the  U.  States 
was  very  liberal  in  its  dealings  with  the  stale  banks, 
they  were  constantly  complaining  that  when  their  bills 
were  deposited  by  the  treasurer  in  that  bank,  it  habi- 
tually demanded  the  specie  for  them  or  drafts  upon  dis- 
tant points  that  were  equivalent  to  specie.  This  grew 
out  of  the  common  usages  of  banks,  and  the  obligation 
of  the  bank  to  place  the  funds  of  the  government  where 
they  might  be  wanted.  For  example,  the  government 
collects  half  a million  of  revenue  in  Charleston,  in 
the  local  bills,  and  deposites  them  in  the  branch  of  the 
U.  S.  Bank.  These  funds  are  wanted  at  Norfolk,  and 
as  S.  Carolina  bills  will  not  answer  there,  the  branch 
demands  specie  or  a draft  on  Norfolk  which  is  perhaps 
as  costly  to  the  local  banks. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  though  I believe,  a well  regu- 
lated and  well  conducted  bank  of  the  United  States  the 
best  means  of  securing  a sound  and  uniform  bank  pa- 
per currency,  I should  regard  the  establishment  of  a na- 
tional bank  under  the  existing  auspices,  as  highly  dan- 
gerous, and  calculated  to  increase,  instead  of  diminish- 
ing the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  country. 

As  to  the  independent  treasury  system,  so  far  as  it 
proposes  to  withhold  the  public  deposites  from  the 
banks,  I entirely  approve  of  it.  Tims  far  it  is  simply 
an  abandonment  or  the  pet  bank  system  which  all  par- 
ties have  condemned,  and  our  fatal  experience  has  eon- 
litrqed  the  sentence.  The  objection  that  it  increases 
the  patronage  and  influence  of  the  government,  is  whol- 
ly without  foundation.  I believe  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  power  of  the  executive  to  select  favored  banks  at 
discretion,  to  receive  the  government  funds  on  general 
deposite,  would,  give  it,  speaking  within  bounds,  one 
hundred  times  as  much  patronage  and  influence  as  the 
appointment  of  any  probable  number  of  official  deposi- 
tories would  confer. 

As  to  the  requirement  that  all  dues  to  the  govern- 
ment shall  be  paid  in  specie  exclusively,  I have  been 
opposed  to  it  from  the  beginning,  believing  that  it  would 
increase  the  pressure  pf  tite  times,  and  render  it  more 
difficult  for  the  banks  to  resume  specie  payments.  As 


far  as  it  goes,  it  would  tend  to  diminish  both  their  means 
and  their  motives  to  resume,  though  I believe  its  effects 
both  for  good  and  for  evil,  have  been  excessively  over 
estimated.  Mr.  Calhoun  contends  that  the  bills  of  the 
banks  derive  their  principal  credit  from  their  being  re- 
ceived by  the  government,  which  he  regards  as  an  en- 
dorsement by  the  government,  and  Mr.  Webster  and 
others,  seizing  upon  this  idea,  drew  the  inference  that  if 
the  government  withdraws  this  endorsement,  bank 
credit  will  be  entirely  annihilated!  Now  I think  both 
the  premises  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  the  conclusion  of 
his  opponents,  extravagant.  A practical  view  of  the 
operations  of  the  treasury  will  make  this  plain.  Though 
the  annual  revenue  should  be  thirty  millions,  (and  it 
ought  not  to  be  more  than  half  that  sum,)  there  would 
not  be  at  any  one  time  in  the  treasury,  or  in  the  hands 
of  collecting  and  disbursing  officers,  more  than  five  or 
six  millions  of  dollars.  Of  course  live  or  six  millions 
of  money,  whether  of  metal  or  paper  would  perform 
the  fiscal  operations  of  the  treasury.  Suppose  first, 
that  the  government  receive  this  sum  in  bank  notes — 
can  it  be  conceived  that  the  government,  by  receiving 
six  millions  of  the  paper  of  the  banks,  located  where 
the  government  revenue  is  collected,  can  operate  as  an 
endorsement  giving  credit  to  the  one  hundred  and  fifty 
millions  of  bank  paper  to  the  various  banks  through- 
out the  United  States — or  ott  the  other  hand,  that  the 
withdrawal  of  this  endorsement,  by  refusing  to  receive 
the  six  millions  of  bank  papc-r,  will  destroy  the  credit  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  that  paper  which  un- 
der no  circumstances,  would  ever  reach  the  treasury? 
Undoubtedly  the  banks  located  where  the  revenue  is 
collected,  are  greatly  benefited  by  the  receipt  of  their 
bills  by  the  government.  The  exaction  of  specie  in 
payment  of  this  revenue,  wouid  withdraw  this  benefit 
— but  I cannot  perceive  that  a corresponding  benefit 
would  accrue  to  anybody  else.  To  the  objection  that 
the  receipt  of  banks  bills  violates  that  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution which  implies  that  the  revenues  shall  be  col- 
lected in  a uniform  currency,  I will  only  say  that  ifspecie 
is  a uniform  currency  so  are  bills  that  can  be  at  any 
moment  converted  into  specie.  To  be  sure  it  is  not  as 
safe,  but  government  may  demand  specie  at  any  mo- 
ment when  it  has  cause  to  apprehend  danger.  But 
though  I am  opposed  to  exacting  specie  exclusively,  I 
have  been  very  anxious  to  see  treasury  bills  or  certifi- 
cates bearing  no  interest,  substituted  entirely  in  the 
place  of  both  specie  and  bank  bills.  To  accomplish 
this  result,  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide  that  nothing 
shall  be  received  .in  payment  of  dues  to  the  govern- 
ment but  this  treasury  paper  or  specie.  The  result 
would  evidently  be  that  very  little  would  in  fact  be  paid 
but  treasury  paper.  This  would  be  a very  great  im- 
provement in  the  first  operations  of  the  government, 
and  I regret  that  Mr.  Calhoun  did  not  make  it  a part  of 
his  plan,  instead  of  merely  suggesting  it.  It  would  have 
! entirely  removed  every  rational  objection  to  the  specie 
| feature  of  his  scheme.  It  has  been  wholly  misappre- 
hended by  Mr.  Webster  and  his  associates.  As  I be- 
lieve I was  the  first  person  in  the  United  Stales  to  sug- 
gest it,  I will  now  briefly  explain  my  view  of  it.  It  is 
not  designed  to  furnish  a general  currency,  but  merely 
the  currency  for  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment. This  is  its  essential  character,  and  it  results 
from  it  that  no  more  of  this  paper  ought  ever  to  be  is- 
sued that  will  perform  this  function.  As  I have  here- 
tofore said,  the  present  revenue  of  the  United  States 
would  not  probably  require  more  than  six  millions  o{ 
currency  to  perform  all  the  offices  connected  with  it, 
from  the  moment  of  its  collection  to  that  of  its  disburse- 
ment. Congress  should,  therefore,  authorize  the  issue 
of  this  sum,  and  no  more,  and  it  should  be  made  re-is- 
suable indefinitely.  The  value  cf  this  paper  would 
be  derived  not  from  its  irredeemability,  as  bank  paper 
notes,  but  from  its  receivability  by  the  treasury,  and 
from  the  amount  being  limited  to  what  will  be  actually 
absorbed  in  receipts  and  payments  of  the  government. 
Nothing  can  be  more  simple  and  safe  and  economical. 
In  the  firs:  place,  it  would  be  equivalent  to  the  creation 
of  six  millions  of  specie,  which  would  cost  the  country 
nothing,  and  yet  answer  the  purposes  of  its  treasury, 
I think  belter  than  specie,  and  much  better  than  bank 
paper.  If  the  government  were  to  use  specie,  besides 
costing. the  country  just  six  millions  instead  of  nothing, 
it  would  cita  e a pressure  on  the  banks  and  would  be 
a medium  much  more  affected  in  the  uniformity  of  its 
value  by  the  state  of  the  foreign  exchanges  than  this 
( treasury  paper.  The  rise  and  fall  of  foreign  exchanges, 
would  not  affect  this  paper  at  all,  as  it  can  circulate  in 
this  country  only.  This  would  be  a great  merit,  giving 
it  in  this  respect  a decided  preference  over  specie  or 
bank  bills.  If  the  government  were  to  use  bank  bills, 
besides  being  precisely  as  costly  a medium  as  specie,  it 
would  expose  the  government  and  people  to  the  hazards 
of  bank  insolvency  or  bank  suspension.  Moreover,  the 
transmission  of  funds  from  one  point  to  another,  which 
is  very  embarrassing  to  the  banks  and  disturbing  to  the 
exchange-,  where  the  government  uses  banks  bills, 
would  produce  no  such  effects,  where  treasury  paper  is 
used.  The  truth  is,  then,  that  the  question  comes  to 
this,  shall  the  people  ot  the  United  States  use  their  own 
credit,  which  costs  as  much  as  specie  as  the  medium  of 
the  fiscal  operations  of  the  common  treasury?  If  this 
be  the  question  as  I think  it  is,  no  patriot  can  hesitate  in 
deciding  it.  To  call  this  treasury  paper  continental 
money  or  French  assignants,  would  be  justly  regarded 
as  an  absurdity,  if  it  had  not  been  done  by  a man  of 
Mr.  Webster’s  character.  If  the  government  were  to 
attempt  to  make  this  paper  a substitute  for  revenue,  in- 
stead of  the  mere  medium  of  collecting,  by  making  it 
the  means  of  effecting  a permanent  lo.m  of  20  or  30. 
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millions,  it  would  necessarily  depreciate,  as  it  will  carry 
no  interest,  and  would  be  justly  liable  to  the  above 
odious  comparisons  in  a degree  proportioned  to  its.ex- 
cess.  The  treasury  bills  issued  at  the  extra  session, 
notwithstanding  all  the  unpatriotic  efforts  of  tiie  banks 
anti  of  mere  party  politicians  to  depreciate  them,  _ per- 
formed the  functions  of  a treasury  currency  perfectly 
well.  These  notes  were  paid  out,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  the  public  officers  and  public  creditors,  passed  into 
tiie  hands  of  those  who  hud  to  pay  money  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  thence  back  into  the  treasury.  About 
six  millions  of  them,  I think,  performed  the  whole  opera- 
tion of  collecting  and  disbursing  the  revenue.  Since 
the  attempt  of  the  New  England  federalists  to  destroy 
the  credit  of  the  country  by  denouncing  as  immoral 
and  irreligious  those  who  would  lend  money  to  the  go- 
vernment, I have  never  witnessed  any  thing  in  the  con- 
duct of  any  party  more  revolting  to  my  sense  of  pa- 
triotism, than  the  efforts  systematically  made  to  depre- 
ciate the  credit  of  the  treasury  notes  issued  at.  the  extra 
session.  What  shall  we  think  of  the  patriotism  of  men, 
who  could  publicly  express  their  exultation  that  the  ir- 
redeemable paper  of  banks  was  above  the  par  of  go- 
vernment paper?  Politicians  who  have  placed  the: r 
hope  of  advancement  upon  the  combined  influence  oi 
the  banks,  or  have  invested  their  private  funds  in  them, 
seem  to  regard  the  interest  of  the  people  at  large  as  ot 
small  consequence  when  it  comes  in  conflict  with  that 
of  the  banks;  and  the  real  ground  of  the  opposition  to 
treasury  paper  is,  that  it  supersedes  as  pro  tanto  the 
use  of  bank  paper,  and  thus  limits  the  held  for  bank 
circulation. 

I consider  the  constitutional  objection  to  this  treasury 
paper  as  unfounded.  Surely  the  .government  can  re- 
ceive any  thing  it  chooses  inpayment  of  its  debts  even 
if  it  were  brick  bats,  provided  they  are  cf  uniform  va- 
lue, and  this  paper  will  be  much  more  uniform  than 
bank  paper,  and  I think,  than  specie  itself.  It  certainly 
does  not  become  those  who  maintain  that  the  govern- 
ment should  receive  bank  paper  in  discharge  of  its 
dues,  to  deny  its  right  to  receive  its  own  paper.  The 
only  power  exercised  by  the  government  would  be  the 
agreement  to  receive  the  paper.  Its  whole  value  would 
be  derived  from  tills.  Its  receipt  by  the  public  officers 
and  creditors  will  be  voluntary,  and  of  course  no  ob- 
jection can  be  made  to  it,  by  those  who  have  clamored 
so  much  against  paying  these  government  favorites  in 
specie.  They  should  rather  say  to  he  consistent,  “let 
them  take  those  treasury  rags,  if  they  choose;  bank  pa- 
per is  too  good  for  them.’’  The  objection  that  these  are 
bills  of  credit,  and,  therefore,  unconstitutional,  is  with- 
out even  plausibility.  The  states  only  are  prohibited 
from  issuing  bills  of  credit,  obviously  because  it  would 
interfere  with  the  power  of  congress  to  regulate  the 
currency.  The  phrase  “bills  of  credit,’’  too,  conveys  a 
technical  idea  which  can  only  be  understood  by  refer- 
ring to  our  revolutionary  history.  It  meant  precise'y 
the,  bills  of  credit  of  that  day  and  nothing  else.  Our 
supreme  court  in  this  state  have  accordingly  decided 
that  the  bills  of  our  state  bank  are  not  bills  of  ciedit, 
though  they  are  based  entirely  on  the  credit  of  the  stale, 
and  constitute  a large  portion  of  its  currency.  But  the 
government  of  the  United  States  docs  not  propose  to 
make  these  treasury  notes  a general  currency.  It  only 
proposes  to  receive  them  in  discharge  of  its  own  dues 
and  to  pay  them  to  its  own  customers  with  their  con- 
sent. If  they  go  out  of  this  narrow  circle,  it  will  be  by 
the  agency  of  the  parties  concerned,  and  because  they 
may  happen  to  answer  better  than  any  thing  else  to 
transmit  funds  to  a distance.  But  if  the  amount  issued 
is  limited  judiciously,  they  will  soon  return  to  their  ap- 
propriate spite  re  of  circulation.  In  a single  word,  the 
power  to  borrow  money  either  upon  stock  certificates 
or  treasury  notes,  or  in  any  other  imaginable  mode  is 
expressly  granted  to  congress,  and  though  treasury 
notes  were  largely, issued  during  our  last  war  with  Eng- 
land, even  the  New  England  federalists,  who  denied 
the  power  of  congress  to  call  the  militia  into  the  armies 
of  the  country,  never  questioned  its  power  to  issue  these 
notes. 

The  notion  that  the  issue  of  these  treasury  notes 
would  convert  the  treasury  into  a bank,  is  purely  chi- 
merical. There  is  not  the  semblance  of  reality  in  it. 
It  would  neither  receive  deposites  nor  grant  loans /in 
discounted  notes.  To  the  limited  extent  of  its  issues,  it 
would  be  more  appropriate  to  call  it  a mint,  as  it 
would  create,  to  that  extent,  what  would  answer  the 
purposes  of  the  public  treasury,  better  than  coin,  with- 
out any  cost  to  the  people.  Now,  why  such  vehement 
opposition  to  this  treasury  paper  on  the  part  of  those 
who  are  so  much  opposed  to  the  exaction  of  specie  in 
payment  of  dues  to  the  government,  when  it  is  obvious 
that  it  would  supercede  the  use  of  specie  at  the  treasu- 
ry almost  entirely?  Is  it  because  it  would  also  super- 
sede the  use  of  bank  bills  in  the  operations  of  the 
treasury?  Can  it  be  possible  that  any  patriotic  citizen 
would  prefer  the  interest  of  a few  favored  banks  to  that 
of  the  United  States,  and  therefore  compel  the  govern- 
ment to  use  the  credit  of  the  banks  instead  of  its  own 
in  collecting  and  disbursing  its  own  revenues?  I am 
aware  that  many  members  of  congress  at  the  north 
have  their  private  interests  so  deeply  involved  in  the 
banks,  that  it  is  with  them  a question  between  self-in- 
terest and  patriotism.  Indeed  the  great  controlling 
monied  interest  of  the  north,  exists  in  the  shape  of  bank 
stocks,  which  sufficiently  accounts  for  the  vehemence 
with  which  Mr-  Webster  denounces  the  proposed 
treasury  paper  as  continental  money,  when  plain  com- 
mon sense  dictates  that  if  the  government  were  bank- 
rupt to  the  amount  of  a thousand  millions,  these  treasu- 
ry certificates  would  forever  remain  at  par,  as  long  as 


the  government  should  continue  to  collect  annually  an 
amount  of  revenue  sufficient  to  absorb  them.  The 
sole  foundation  of  their  credit  is  that,  the  government 
will  receive  them  and  that  their  amount  does  not  ex- 
ceed the  sum  annually  required  to  collect  and  disburse 
the  public  revenue.  Now  w hen  it  is  known  that  the 
continental  money  exceeded  this  proportion  some  hun- 
dred fold,  the  absurdity  of  the  suggested  analogy  must 
be  apparent  to  those  who  have  not  a very  strong  inter- 
est in  not  perceiving  it.  But  I must  close  abruptly.  1 
am  on  the  eve  of  setting  put  for  Europe,  and  regret  that 
I have  only  had  time  to  write  this  hasty  scrawl  on  so 
important  a subject. 

Very  sincerely,  yours, 

george  McDuffie 

Samuel  A.  Townes,  Esq. 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  DICKERSON. 

Newark,  August  2 d,  1338. 

Hon.  Mahlon  Dickerson: 

Sir:  As  a committee  acting  in  behalf  of  the  demo- 
cratic citizens  of  Newark,  we  would  cordially  welcome 
you  on  your  return  to  your  native  state. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  regard  you  as  one  who,  during 
a long  life  spent  in  different  spheres  of  public  duty,  has 
continued  firm  and  undeviating  in  the  democratic  faith: 
and  especially  from  your  having  been  a member  of  the 
late  and  present  administration  of  the  genetal  govern- 
ment, that  you  are  identified  with  the  cause  which  you 
have  supported  from  your  <.arly  youth. 

We  are  instructed,  sir,  to  invite  you  to  partake  of  a 
public  dinner,  to  be  given  at  such  time  as  you  may  ap- 
point, that  an  opportunity  may  thus  be  afforded  of  meet- 
ing one  for  whom  we  feel  the  highest  respect  and  es- 
teem. 

We  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  ourselves. 

Your  most  obedient  servants. 

[Signed  by  the  coi-'.mittee.i! 

Sucka.s7ir.ni/,  18th  August,  1333. 

Aaron  Johnson^  ") 

Alex.  B.  Thompson, 

John  C.  Tompkins, 

Moses  Bigelow, 

Alvan  Hedeen,  j-  Committee,  &.c. 

Jacob  O.  Drake, 

James  Hewson. 

E.  M.  Leonard,  and 

James  H.  Ticijnor. 

Gentlemen: 

I have  received  your  very  kind  invitation,  as  a com 
mittee  on  the  part  of  the  democratic  citizens  of  New- 
ark, to  partake  of  a public  dinner  at  that  place,  at  such 
time  as  I may  think  proper  to  appoint. 

In  consequence  of  arrangements  which  I had  made 
as  to  my  private  business,  I do  not  find  it  convenient  to 
accept  this  invitation  of  my  democratic  friends:  and  I 
feel  the  less  regret  at  omitting  this  opportunity  of  meet- 
ing them,  as  lam  not  in  favor  of  complimenting  indi- 
viduals with  public  dinners,  unless  upon  occasion  of 
some  important  success  connected  with  the  public  in- 
terest; such  as  I hope  the  approaching  elections  will 
afford. 

I am  extremely  gratified,  however,  that  the  democratic 
citizens  of  Newark  have  thought  me  worthy  of  tin's 
mark  of  distinction  for  my  long  services  in  different 
spheres  of  public  duty;  and  I shall  evince  my  gratitude 
by  endeavoring  still  to  merit  their  approbation. 

Having  performed  for  four  3 ears  the  most  arduous 
duties  of  the  head  of  the  navy  department,  I have  re- 
tired from  office,  because  that  within  the  two  last  years, 
in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  and  perplexities  aris- 
ing from  the  exploring  expedition,  and  the  law  for  the 
more  equitable  administration  of  the  navy  pension  fund, 
the  labors  of  my  station  had  become  intolerable — and 
because  four  years  exceeded  the  period  I meant  to  re- 
main in  this  office,  when  I reluctantly  accepted  it. 

I have,  however,  the  satisfaction  to  state  that  I did 
not  retire  from  office  until  these  extraordinary  difficul- 
ties were  nearly  obviated.  The  exploring  expedition  is 
nearly  ready  for  sea — and  the  navy  pension  fund  is 
nearly  exhausted,  that  is,  reduced  from  a million  and  a 
half  to  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

And  I had  the  satisfaction  to  leave  to  my  successor 
on  the  first  of  last  month,  a highly  respectable  force  on 
foreign  service. 

For  the  Mediterranean  station — 

The  frigate  Constitution,  Shout  returning  to  the  Unit- 
ed Sta’es. 

The  frigate  United  States,  and  the  sloop  of  war  Cy- 
ane  on  her  way  to  that  station. 

For  the  West  India  station — 

The  frigate  Constellation,  the  sloops  of  war  Vanda- 
lia,  Natchez,  Concord,  Boston,  Ontario,  Levant,  Erie, 
(on  her  way  to  the  station;  and  the  schooner  Grampus. 

On  the  Brazil  station- — ■ 

The  razee  Independence,  the  sloop  Fairfield,  and  the 
brig  Dolphin. 

On  the  Pacific  station — 

The  ship  of  the  line  North  Carolina,  the  sloops  of  war 
Lexington  and  Falmouth,  and  the  schooners  Enter- 
prize  and  Boxer. 

For  the  East  Indies — 

The  frigate  Columbia,  and  sloop  John  Adams,  and 
at  the  different  recruiting  stations  there  were  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty  seamen,  landsmen  and  boys  recruited, 
and  ready  for  immediate  duty. 

The  exploring  expedition  has  been  reduced  nearly 
fifty  per  cent,  in  its  extent,  and  is  still  upon  much  >03 
large  a scale.  The  frigate  Macedonian,  the  brigs  Pio- 
neer and  Consort,  the  schooner  Pilot,  and  the  schooner 


Active,  purchased  and  fitted  out  at  a great  expense,  as 
a substitute  for  (be  Pilot,  have  all  been  abandoned  as 
unfit  for  this  panicular.service.  The  store  ship  Relief 
only,  which  was  built  for  a different  purpose  has  been 
retained.  The  squadron  now  consists  of  the  sloops 
Peacock  and  Vincennes,  the  store  ship  Relief,  and  the 
sclir.  Porpoise — and  will  soon  sail  with  a fair  prospect 
of  success,  but  not  such  as  will  be  an  adequate  return 
for  the  enormous  expense  which  it  has  cost,  and  will 
cost  the  country.  It  will  be  perceived  that  our  force 
has  been  increased  on  the  Pacific,  but  more  especially 
on  the  West  India  station.  It  was  considered  three 
years  ago,  that  corning  events  would  require  this  mea- 
sure, and  facts  have  fully  justified  that  conclusion. 

Any  one  who  will  read  the  reports  laid  before  con- 
gress, will  find  that  our  commerce  for  the  last  four  years 
has  been  successfully  protected;  that  in  that  time  much 
has  been  done  in  building,  launching  and  completing 
uur  vessels  of  war,  and  that  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
our  growing  commerce,  there  has  been  a considerable 
addition  to  our  force  afloat,  and  a corresponding  in- 
crease of  captains,  commanders,  lieutenants,  surgeons, 
uss’stant  surgeons,  and  pursers  appointed  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  senate. 

I satisfy  myself  with  this  brief  statement,  as  it  is  not 
my  purpose,  at  this  time,  to  give  an  accoun’  of  my  ad- 
ministration of  the  navy  department. 

I am  induced,  by  the  confidence  you  have  placed  in 
me,  to  offer  some  opinions  upon  the  unparralleled  con- 
dition of  our  country. 

We  find  ourselves  in  time  of  profound  peace,  when 
neither  pestilence  nor  famine  has  invaded  the  land, 
overwhelmed  with  a calamity,  greatly  exceedii  g what 
we  suffered  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  with  the 
exception  of  the  waste  of  human  life.  An  awful  re- 
sponsibility rests  upon  those  who  have  brought  this  dis- 
tress upon  the  country. 

The  enemies  of  the  administration  say  that  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  and  the  specie  circular  have  de- 
ranged the  currency,  which  has  produced  the  mischief, 
and  deny  that  there  has  been  overtrading  or  overbank- 
ing. 

The  friends  of  the  administration  affirm  that  the  em- 
barrassments of  the  country  may  be  attributed  to  the 
excessive  importation  of  goods,  in  consequence  of  facili- 
ties furnished  by  the  banks,  especially  that  of  the  Unit- 
ed States;  to  the  immense  speculations  in  lands,  lots, 
and  stocks  of  all  kinds,  promoted  by  like  facilities,  and 
the  consequent  prostration  of  the  industry  of  the  coun- 
try. 

"How  stands  the  fact? — 

In  the  year  1832,  immediately  preceding  the  famous 
compromise  act,  by  which  in  the  year  1842  01  sooner, 
our  national  industry  is  again  to  be  prostrated,  our  im- 
ports amounted  to  one  hundred  and  one  millions  of  dol- 
lars; our  exports  to  eightv-seven  millions,  leaving  a ba- 
lance against  us  of  fourteen  millions  of  dollars.  In  that 
year  we  imported  from  England  to  the  amount  of  thirty- 
four  and  a half  millions,  including  eight  millions  for- 
woollens,  and  seven  and  a half  millions  for  cottons;  our 
exports  to  her  amounted  to  twenty-seven  and  a half 
millions,  leaving  a balance  against  us  of  eight  millions 
and  a half  of  dollars.  In  the  year  ending  the  30th  of 
September,  1836,  our  imports  amounted  to  nearly  one 
hundred  and  ninety  millions  of  dollars,  our  exports  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  millions  and  a half  of 
dollars,  leaving  a balance  against  us  of  sixty  one  mil- 
lions; more  than  one  half  of  the  amount  of  the  total 
importation  of  1832 — a balance  against  us,  more  than 
seven  times  as  great  as  of  that  year.  In  1832,  the  ba- 
lance against  us  in  our  trade  with  England  was  eight 
millions  and  a half  of  dollars — in  1836,  twenty-one  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

In  this  latter  year  we  imported  from  England  of  wool- 
lens to  the  amount  of  twelve  millions  and  a half,  ex- 
ceeding those  of  1832  by  more  than  four  and  a half 
millions  of  dollars;  and  of  cottons  more  than  seventeen 
and  a half  millions,  exceeding  those  of  1832  by  more 
than  ten  millions  of  dollars. 

These  excessive  importations  could  not  fail  to  invi  lve 
our  manufactures  in  ruin,  and  to  bring  universal  dit- 
tress  on  the  country — such  as  we  shall  see  again  when 
our  discriminating  duties  shall  be  abandoned  in  1842. 
This  with  the  universal  rage  for  speculation  in  conse- 
quence of  the  facility  of  obtaining  paper  money  at  the 
banks,  will  sufficiently  account  for  the  distress  of  the 
country.  All  this  extravagance  the  late  and  present  ad- 
ministrations have  endeavored  to  repress,  and  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  as  well  as  issuing  the  specie 
circular,  were  intended  as  checks  to  overtrading  and 
overbanking.  The  administration  are  held  responsi- 
ble by  their  enemies  for  what  they  had  no  hand  in  pro- 
ducing, hut  which  they  used  their  utm&st  efforts  to  pre- 
vent. 

In  1837,  the  merchants  were  not  able  to  make  the  ex- 
travagant importations  of  the  proceeding  year;  the  ba- 
lance of  trade  against  us  was  reduced  from  sixty-one 
millions  to  twenty-three  and  a half  millions  of  dollars. 
But  this  balance  was  the  more  severely  felt,  as  in  con- 
sequence of  the  failure  of  our  crops  of  grain,  we  were 
tinder  the  necessity  of  importing  wheat  to  the  amount 
of  four  millions  of  dollars,  when  we  had  calculated  to 
export  that  article  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars. 

When  in  May  of  last  year,  the  banks  suspended  spe- 
cie payment,  and  the  administration  was  in  danger  of' 
being  left  without  the  means  of  conducting  the  affairs 
of  the  government;  the  president  thought  it  his  duty  to 
call  a special  meeting  of  congress.  Before  that  body 
on  the  4th  of  September  last,  he  laid  a full  exposition  of 
the  distressed  situation  of  our  country,  suggesting  vari- 
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ous  remedies  to  the  present  evils,  and  means  of  pre- 
venting them  in  future.  Among  others,  he  submitted 
to  them,  what  has  been  called  the  sub-treasury,  or  in- 
dependent treasury  system,  which  has  met  with  the 
most  violent  opposition  from  the  enemies  of  the  admin- 
istration, who,  however,  do  not  offer  any  substitute,  un- 
less that  of  a national  bank,  against  which  the  country 
has  repeatedly  decided,  and  to  which  a large  majority 
of  the  people  are  irreconeileably  opposed. 

An  unfortunate  circumstance  has  attended  the  intro- 
duction of  this  plan,  a division  of  sentiment  among  the 
friends  of  the  administration,  both  in  and  out  of  con- 
gress, as  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure. 

The  intolerance  and  proscription  exercised  against 
those  who  have  not  been  willing  at  once  to  abandon 
the  deposite  system,  and  adopt  that  of  the  sub-treasury, 
has  done  much  to  estrange  from  the  democratic  ranks 
many  who  had  been  the  most  sincere  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration, who,  by  absenting  themselves  from  the 
polls  at  the  late  elections,  have  insured  a temporary  suc- 
cess to  our  opponents. 

Upon  this  important  question,  as  upon  all  others, 
every  one  should  be  permitted  to  act  agreeably  to  his 
honest  convictions.  Party  discipline  should  never  be 
applied  to  measures  of  legislation.  No  principle  of  de- 
mocracy is  involved  in  the  question.  When  president 
Jackson  adopted  the  deposite  system,  a measure  which 
the  legislature  of  New  Jersey  was  the  first  to  approve, 
the  democracy  of  the  country  was  as  sound  as  it  is 
n nv.  I was  then,  with  the  whole  republican  party,  in 
favor  of  the  deposite  system,  and  much  opposed  to  the 
plan  of  a sub-treasury,  which,  it  will  be  remembered, 
was  advocated  by  the  enemies  of  the  administration. — 
My  opinion  upon  this  subject  underwent  no  alteraiion 
until  the  deposite  banks,  as  well  as  others,  suspended 
specie  payments.  By  this  suspension,  the  government 
was  deprived  of  the  use  of  its  eoilec'ed  revenue,  and 
was  compelled  to  dissolve  all  further  connection  with 
these  banks;  since  which  time,  my  mind  has  com- 
pletely changed,  and  I am  of  opinion  that  the  revenues 
of  the  country  should  forever  hereafter  be  free  from  all 
agency,  interference,  or  safe  keeping  of  the  banks. — 
But  I have  many  friends  who  have  not  yet  come  to  the 
same  conclusion,  for  whose  opinions  and  for  whose 
characters  I entertain  the  highest  reepect.  In  fact,  the 
event  shows,  what  I much  feared  in  September  last, 
that  the  country  was  not  prepared  for  this  important 
measure.  The  bill  has  been  defeated,  and  will  remain 
at  rest  until  further  experience,  and  time  for  reflection, 
shall  lead  to  a more  just  understanding  of  its  merits, 
when  I have  no  doubt  that,  with  certain  modifications, 
it  will  be  carried;  but  never  by  denouncing  the  repub- 
licans opposed  to  it  as  conservatives,  whigs,  or  federal- 
ists. The  measure  itself  is  founded  in  wisdom,  but 
there  has  been  a great  want  of  discretion  in  carrying 
it  into  effect. 

The  most  successful  clamor  against  the  independent 
treasury  bill,  which  has  created  something  like  a panic 
through  the  country,  is,  that  the  money  would  be  un- 
safe under  the  locks,  bolts  and  bars  of  the  officers  of 
government;  and  that  the  revenues  would  be  under  the 
immediate  control  of  the  president,  thereby  making 
him  the  master  of  the  purse  as  well  as  the  sword. 

In  the  first  place,  the  banks  have  to  trust  to  locks, 
bars  and  bolts  for  the  safe  keeping  of  their  money,  pre- 
cisely such  as  would  be  used  by  the  officers  of  the  go- 
vernment; and  surely  we  may  as  safely  trust  officers 
appointed  by  the  president  and  senate,  acting  under 
sufficient  bonds  for  the  faithful  performance  of  duty, 
and  under  a solemn  oath  of  office,  as  officers  of  the 
banks,  for  whose  faithful  performance  of  duty  we  could 
not  have  a like  security.  As  the  sword  is  not  in  the 
hands  of  the  president  while  the  war-making  power  is 
vested  in  congress,  so  the  purse  cannot  be  said  to  be 
in  his  hands,  while  he  cannot  draw  a dollar  from  it, 
even  for  the  payment  of  his  own  salary,  without  an  ap- 
propriation by  congress.  The  fears  excited  upon 
this  subject  are  idle,  and  unworthy  of  consideration. 

A valuable  part  of  . the  bill  is  that  which  provides 
that  duties  on  imports  .shall  be  paid  in  ready  money. — 
Nothing  can  he  mere  just,  than  that  if  merchants  will 
import  goods  in  [excess,  they  should  import,  or  other- 
wise procure,  specie  to  pay  the  duties  on  them.  The 
specie  payment  ef  duties  will  have  a salutary  effect  in 
preventing  our  overtrading  and  overbanking,  and  help 
to  secure  the  country  against  excessive  drains  of 
specie. 

The  merchants  inform  us  that  there  can  be  no  such 
drains;  that  money  flows  into  the  country  as  fast  as  it 
flows  out;  that  if  left  to  itself,  the  proper  balance  will  be 
preserved,  and  that  no  legislative  provision  upon  the 
subject  is  necessary. 

This  would  be  nearly  true,  if  all  our  currency  was 
specie,  and  ban!;  notes  could  not  be  substitutes  for 
money,  or  if  bank  notes  could  be  exported  with  the 
same  advantage  to  the  exporters  as  specie;  but  we 
know,  by  sad  experience,  that  the  banks  afford  the 
means  of  drawing  from  the  country  so  large  a portion 
of  its  metallic  currency,  as  to  be  attended  with  the 
most  disastrous  consequences,  before  a proper  equili- 
brium can  be  restored. 

It  has  been  urged  in  congress  that  the  collecting  the 
duties  in  specie  was  to  make  one  currency  for  the  of- 
ficers of  the  government,  and  a different  one  for  the 
people.  A very  small  part  of  the  revenues  arising  from 
commerce  goes  to  the  payment  of  the  officers  of  the 
government;  the  great  mass  of  these  revenues  are  dis- 
bursed among  the  people,  whs  will  reeeive  precisely 
the  currency  received  by  the  government,  unless,  in- 
deed, the  same  shall  be  put  into  tire  hands  of  the  banks, 
to  be  kept  for  exportation,  while  the  people  will  receive 


bank  notes,  with  which  they  must  be  contented  until 
the  next  suspension  of  specie  payments. 

If  to  require  that  the  duties  to  be  collected  shall  be  in 
specie,  is  to  subject  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  the  odious 
charge  of  providing  one  currency  for  the  government 
and  an  inferior  one  for  the  people,  what  is  to  become 
of  the  authors  of  the  famous  compromise  bill,  by  the 
3d  section  of  which,  r.  *.  r the  30th  day  of  June,  1842, 
“All  duties  upon  imports  shall  be  collected  in  ready 
money?”  Why  have  we  heard  no  clamor  against  this 
section,  as  providing  one  currency  for  the  government, 
and  a different  one  for  the  people? 

However  great  may  have  been  the  want  of  discre- 
tion in  the  management  of  the  independent  treasury 
bill,  no  censure  on  that  account  can  fall  on  the  presi- 
dent or  administration.  To  do  full  justice  to  the  presi- 
dent on  that  subject,  it  is  only  necessary  to  quote  ihree 
or  four  sentences  from  his  message  to  congress  of  the 
4th  of  September  and  5,h  of  December  last. 

In  that  of  September  he  says,  “the  revenue  can  onlv 
be  collected  by  officers  appointed  by  the  president,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  The  public  mo- 
neys, in  the  first  instance,  must,  therefore,  in  all  cases, 
pass  through  hands  selected  by  the  executive.  Other 
officers  appointed  in  the  same  way.  or,  as  in  some 
cases,  by  the  president  alone,  must  also  be  entrusted 
with  them  when  drawn  fur  the  purpose  of  disburse- 
ment. It  is  thus  seen  that,  even  when  banks  are  em- 
ployed, the  public  funds  must  twice  pass  through  the 
hands  of  executive  officers.  Besides  this,  the  head  of 
the  treasury  department,  who  also  holds  his  office  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  president,  and  some  other  officers  of 
the  same  department,  must  necessarily  be  invested  with 
more  or  less  power  in  the  selection,  continuance  and 
supervision,  of  the  banks  that  may  be  employed. 

The  question  is  then  narrowed. to  the  single  point, 
whether,  in  the  intermediate  stage  between  the  collec- 
tion and  disbursement  of  the  public  money,  the  agency 
of  banks  is  necessary  to  avoid  a dangerous  extension 
of  patronage  and  influence  of  the  executive.  But  is  it 
clear  that  the  connexion  of  the  executive  with  power- 
ful monied  institutions,  capable  of  ministering  to  the 
interests  of  men  in  points  where  they  are  the  most  ac- 
cessible to  corruption,  is  less  liable  to  abuse  than  his 
constitutional  agency  in  the  appointment  and  control 
of  the  few'  pubbe  officers  required  by  the  proposed  plan? 
Will  the  public  money,  when  in  their  bands,  be  neces- 
sarily exposed  to  any  improper  interference  on  the  part 
of  the  executive?  May  it  not  be  hoped  that  a pruaent 
fear  of  public  jealousy  and  disapprobation,  in  a matter 
so  peculiarly  exposed  to  them,  will  deter  him  from  any 
such  interference,  even  if  higher  motives  be  found  in- 
operative? 

May  not  congress  so  regulate,  by  law,  the  duty  of 
those  officers,  and  subject  it  to  .such  supervision  and 
publicity,  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  -any  serious 
abuse  on  the  part  of  the  executive?  and  is  there  equal 
room  for  such  supervision  and  publicity  in  a connection 
with  the  banks,  acting  under  the  shield  of  corporate 
immunities,  and  conducted  by  persons  irresponsible  to 
government  and  the  people?  It  is  believed  ihat  a con- 
siderate and  candid  investigation  of  these  questions 
will  result  in  the  conviction  that  the  proposed  plan  is 
far  less  liable  to  objection,  on  the  score  of  executive  pa- 
tronage and  control,  than  any  bank  agency  that  has 
been,  or  can  be,  devised. 

With  these  views,  I leave  to  congress  the  measures 
necessary  to  regulate,  in  the  present, emergency,  the 
safe  keeping  and  transfer  of  the  public  moneys.  In 
the  performance  of  constitutional  duty,  I have  stated  to 
them,  without  reserve,  the  result  of  my  ow  n reflections. 
The  subject  is  of  great  importance,  and  one  on  which 
we  can  scarcely  expect  to  be  as  united  in  sentiment  as 
we  are  in  interest.  It  deserves  a full  and  free  discus- 
sion, and  cannot  fail  to  be  benc-fitted  by  a dispassionate 
compari  on  of  opinions.  We'l  aware  myself  of  the 
duty  of  reciprocal  concession  among  the  co-ordinate 
branches  of  the  government,  I can  promise  a reasona- 
ble spirit  of  co-operation,  so  far  as  it  can  be  indulged 
in,  without  the  surrender  of  constitutional  objections, 
which  I believe  to  be  well  founded.  Any  system  that 
may  be  adopted,  should  be  subjected  to  the  fullest  legal 
provision,  so  as  to  leave  nothing  to  the  executive  but 
what  is  necessary  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  im- 
posed on  him;  and  whatever  plan  may  be  ultimately 
established,  my  own  part  shall  be  so  discharged  as  to 
give  it  a fair  trial,  and  the  best  prospect  of  success.” 

In  his  message  of  December,  he  says:  “I  ha\'e  found 
no  reason  to  change  my  own  opinion  as  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  adopting  the  system  proposed,  being  perfectly 
satisfied  that  there  will  be  neither  stability  nor  safety, 
either  in  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  government,  or  in  the 
pecuniary  transactions  of  individuals  and  corporations, 
so  long  as  a Gi  nnection  exists  between  them,  which, 
like  the  past,  offers  such  strong  inducements  to  make 
I them  the  subjects  of  political  agitation.  Indeed  I am 
more  than  ever  convinced  of  the  dangers  to  which  the 
free  and  unbiassed  exercise  of  political  opinion,  the 
only  sure  foundation  and  safeguard  of  republican  go- 
vernment, would  be  exposed  by  any  further  increase  of 
the  alrpady  overgrown  influence  of  corporate  authori- 
ties. I cannot,  therefore,  consistently  with  my  views 
of  duty,  advise  a renewal  of  a connection  which  cir- 
cumstances have  dissolved. 

The  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  state  banks  for 
fiscal  purposes  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  a measure 
of  hostility  towards  those  institutions.  Banks  properly 
established  and  conducted  are.  highly  useful  to  the  bu- 
siness of  the  country,  and  will  doubtless  continue  to 
exist  in  the  states,  so  long  as  they  conform  to  their  laws, 
and  are  found  to  Jhe  safe  and  beneficial.  IIow  they 


should  be  created,  what  privileges  they  should  enjoy, 
under  what  responsibilities  they  should  act,  and  to  what 
restrictions  they  should  be  subject,  are  questions  which, 
as  I observed  on  a previous  occasion,  belong  to  the 
states  to  decide.  Upon  their  rights,  on  the  exercise  of 
them,  the  general  government  can  have  no  motive  to 
encroach.  Its  duty  towards  them  is  well  performed, 
when  it  refrains  from  legislating  for  their  special  benefit, 
because  such  legislation  would  violate  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  and  be  unjust  to  other  interests;  when  it 
takes  no  steps  to  impair  their  usefulness,  but  so  mana- 
ges its  own  affairs  as  to  make  it  die  interest  of  these  in- 
stitutions to  strengthen  and  improve  tl.eir  erndition  for 
the  security  and  welfare  of  the  ci  mmunity  at  large. — 
They  have  no  right  to  insist  upon  t i-<  m c error,  with 
the  federal  government,  nor  <.  n u.o  tnk  oi  the  public 
money  for  their  own  benefit 

The  object  of  the  Measure  - ru  ei  i onsrrierntion  is, 
to  avoid  tor  tl.r  tti'uro,  a o<  mptdsory  connection  of  this 
kind,  b proposes  to  p ace  die  general  government,  in 
regard  to  the  essentia  points  of  the  collection,  safe 
keeping  and  transfer  ol  the  public  money,  in  a situa- 
tion which  shall  relicY-e  it  from  ail  dependence  on  the 
will  of  irresponsible  individuals  or  corporations;  to 
withdraw;  those  moneys  from  the  uce  of  private  trade, 
and  confide  them  to  agents  constitutionally  selected  and 
controlled  by  law;  to  abstain  front  improper  interfe- 
rence with  the  industry  of  the  people,  and  withhold  in- 
ducements to  improvident  dealings  on  the  part  of  in- 
dividuals: to  give  stability  to  the  concerns  of  the  treasu- 
ry; to  preserve  the  measures  of  the  government  from 
the  unavoidable  reproaches  that  flow  front  such  a con- 
nection, and  the  banks  themselves  from  the  injurious 
effects  of  a supposed  participation  in  the  political  con- 
flicts of  the  da}’,  from  which  they  will  otherw  ise  find  it 
difficult  to  escape. 

These  are  my  views  upon  this  important  subject; 
formed  after  careful  reflection,  and  with  no  desire  but 
to  arrive  at  what  is  most  likely  to  promote  the  public 
interest.  They  are  now,  as  they  were  before,  submit- 
ted Yvith  unfeigned  deference  for  the  opinions  of  others. 
It  was  hardly  to  be  hoped  that  changes  so  important,  on 
a subject  so  interesting,  could  be  made  without  pro- 
ducing a serious  diversity  of  opinion;  but  so  long  as 
those  conflicting  views  are  kept  abo\'e  the  influence  of 
individual  or  local  interest;  so  long  as  they  pursue  only 
the  general  good,  and  are  discussed  with  moderation 
and  candor,  such  diversity  is  a benefit,  not  an  injury. 
If  a majority  of  congress  see  the  public  welfare  in  a dif- 
ferent light;  and  more  especially  if  they  should  be  satis- 
fied that  the  measure  proposed  would  not  be  acceptable 
to  the  people;  I shall  look  to  their  wisdom  to  substitute 
such  as  may  be  more  conducive  to  the  one,  and  more 
satisfactory  to  the  other.  In  any  event,  they  may  con- 
fidently rely  on  my  hearty  co-operation  to  the  fullest 
extent,  which  my  views  of  the  constitution  and  my 
sense  of  duly  will  permit.’’ 

Such  is  the  mild  and  conciliating  language  cf  the 
president  in  submitting  to  congress  the  plan  which  has 
created  so  much  excitement.  He  offers  argument 
which  have  not  been  and  could  not  be  answered,  with 
the  utmost  deference  to  the  opinions  of  others.  He 
anticipates  upon  this  important  subject  a great  diversity 
of  sentiment,  invites  to  a free  and  full  discussion  of 
other  measures,  and  throws  himself  upon  the  Yvisdom 
of  congress, should  they  not  agree  with  him,  to  devise 
a substitute  for  the  plan  proposed,  in  which  he  assures 
rhem  they  shall  ha\’e  his  co-operation  to  the  full  extent 
which  his  views  of  the  constitution  and  sense  of  duty 
will  permit. 

Had  a like  forbearance  and  conc<  ion  been  observ- 
ed by  others  Yvho  have  taken  a part  in  this  question, 
there  tvould  have  been  no  line  of  separation  upon  this 
point,  marked  out  between  the  members  of  the  demo- 
cratic party. 

In  Nesv  Jersey  no  conservative  party  has  been  form- 
ed;— being  in  favor  of  the  deposite  system,  or  opposed 
to  that  of  an  independent  treasury,  has  not  been  deem- 
ed a ground  for  excluding  any  one  from  the  democratic 
ranks;  upon  this  point  no  political  issue  has  been  made 
or  par'y  discipline  applied,  and  it  is  hoped  none  will  be 
applied.  Many  who  a year  ago  Yvcre  opposed  to  the 
independent  treasury  plan  are  now  in  favor  of  i: — and 
many  more  will  he,  upon  further  reflection.  But  the 
great'  issue  still  to  be  tried  is,  are  we,  or  are  we  not  to 
have  a national  bank,  to  rule  the  country,  embarrass  the 
government  and  control  all  the  state  banks? 

In  opposition  to  this,  the  democracy  of  New  Jersey 
will  rally  to  a man,  whether  in  favor  of  an  independent 
treasury  or  not. 

Although  the  country  lias  over  and  again  decided 
against  such,  a hank,  yet  its  advocates  are  not  discour- 
aged, and  another  desperate  effort  is  to  he  made  to 
subject  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  this  monied 
aristocracy.  When  the  people  shall  be  willing  to  sub- 
mit to  this,  after  the  experience  we  have  had,  the  true 
principles  of  democracy  must  be  nearly  extinct. 

The  embarrassed  and  distressed  situation  of  the 
countryTias  placed  the  present  administration  in  a po- 
sition of  extreme  difficulty,  aggravated  by  every  obsta- 
cle which  their  opponents  can  throw  in  their  way. 
Their  unwearied  efforts  to  sustain  the  government,  and 
to  correct  the  abuses  of  overtrading  and  overbanking, 
are  worthy  of  all  praise.  The  president  with  great 
ability  and  zeal,  performs  the  arduous  duties  of  his 
station. 

The  dutes  of  the  secretary  of  state  are  ably  and  fear- 
lessly performed — he  has  however  fewer  difficulties  to 
encounter,  than  the  other  heads  of  departments. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  special  object  of 
Yvhig  reprobation,  does  all  that  any  man  could  do,  to 
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sustain  the  government  and  perform  the  extremely  com- 
plicated duties  of  his  station.  His  labors  are  incessant, 
and  it  not  successful,  he  deserves  to  be  so. 

The  secretary  of  war  manages  the  immense  mass  of 
business  of  his  department  in  a manner  that  commands 
the  approbation  of  the  country,  and  even  that  of  many 
of  the  opponents  of  the  administration. 

The  secretary  of  the  navy  has  the  knowledge  and  in- 
telligence that  peculiarly  lit  him  for  his  station,  and  it  is 
believed  he  has  the  firmness  and  disposition  to  perform 
his  duty,  as  far  as  the  laws,  which  leave  him  but  little 
power  to  correct  the  abuses  of  the  service,  will  permit. 

No  one  has  filled  the  office  of  postmas  er  general  with 
more  ability  and  zeal  than  Mr.  Kendall — nor  has  any 
one  exercised  the  duties  of  the  station  more  faithfully  or 
more  to  the  advantage  of  the  United  States;  and  no  one 
has  received  a greater  share  of  abuse  from  the  enemies 
of  thelate  and  the  presentadministrations.  The  attempts 
to  render  him  unpopular,  have  in  some  degree  been 
successful,  even  with  the  party  to  which  he  belongs. 
But  the  prejudice  excited  against  him,  particularly 
while  performing  the  duties  of  4th  auditor,  I had  the 
means  of  knowing,  arose  from  the  rigid  and  faithful 
performance  of  Ins  duty. 

I thought  it  necessary  to  say  thus  much  of  the  ad- 
ministration, as  upon  tliat  subject  I find  I have  been 
grossly  misrepresented.  It  has  been  stated,  upon  what 
authority  I know  not,  that  I have  denounced  the  presi- 
dent and  bis  cabinet;  and  that  I attended  a public 
meeting  at  Madison  where  I made  a speech  against 
them,  tor  all  which  there  is  not  the  slightest  foundation. 

I have  uttered  no  opinion  respecting  them,  inconsistent 
with  the  sentiments  above  expressed. 

I am  sure  you  will  give  me  credit  for  honest  inten- 
tions in  submitting  these  opinions  to  my  democratic 
friends  at  Newark. 

Before  closing  however,  I have  to  notice  a subject  of 
deep  mortification  to  me.  The  editor  of  the  Globe,  in 
announcing  my  retirement  from  office,  very  civilly  dis- 
missed me  the  service,  for  the  residue  of  my  natural  life; 
as  this  however  was  done  with  expressions  of  great 
kindness,  I was  disposed  to  consider  it  in  the  light  of 
an  honorable  discharge,  and  hoped  that  as  such  it 
might  remain  at  rest,  without  observation  or  comment 
by  any  one,  by  way  of  rendering  me  a favor. 

In  the  Jcrseyman  of  the  15th  instant,  printed  at  Mor- 
ristown, this  subject  is  noticed  for  the  purpose  of  hold- 
ing the  president  responsible,  for  language  of  the  Globe, 
and  represents  him  as  treating  me  with  a great  want  of 
personal  respect  and  kindness,  on  my  leaving  Wash- 
ington, for  which  the  sympathy  of  tny  native  county  of 
Morris  is  solicited  in  my  behalf;  all  which  is  expressed 
in  terms  as  highly  offensive  to  my  pride  and  feelings,  as 
it  is  unjust  to  the  president.  lean  assure  you  I have 
never  received  from  that  gentleman  more  proofs  of 
kindness  and  respect,  than  during  the  last  months  of 
my  official  connection  with  him,  and  which  he  con- 
tinued to  manifest  to  the  last  hour  of  my  remaining  at 
Washington. 

I am  gentlemen, 

Withgreat  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  serv’t. 

MAHLON  DICKERSON. 


MR.  BRIGGS’  ADDRESS. 

To  the  electors:  of  the  Berltshire  congressional  district. 

Fellow  citizens:  By  your  partiality  and  kindness,  I 
have  been  four  times  chosen  to  represent  you  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  States.  As  the  term  for  which 
I was  last  elected,  will  expire  on  the  fourth  of  March 
next,  and  as  the  period  of  a new  election  is  at  hand,  1 
take  this  occasion  to  announce  to  you  the  determina- 
tion, long  since  formed,  of  declining,  again  to  be  a can- 
didate for  your  suffrages. 

For  nearly  one  halt  of  the  time  during  the  last  seven 
years,  my  public  duties  have  taken  tne  from  my  family 
and  my  profession.  No  man  can  be  insensible  of  the 
distinguished  honor  conferred,  in  being  selected  by 
his  fellow  citizens  to  sit  in  the  councils  ot  the  republic. 

At  the  same  time,  no  one  can  duly  understand  the 
sacrifices  which  a public  man  thus  honored  has  to  make, 
until  he  shall  have  learned  it  in  the  interruption  of  his 
domestic  enjoyments,  the  derangement  of  his  business, 
and  in  the  laborious  discharge  of  his  official  obliga- 
tions. In  the  noon  time  of  file,  I have,  by  your  kind 
indulgence,  enjoyed  my  share  of  the  honors,  and  ex- 
perienced the  inconveniences  which  belong  to  public 
station.  Now  the  claims  of  a little  family  rising  up 
around  me  who  desire  my  presence  and  need  my  coun- 
cil, and  the  propriety  of  making  preparations  for  the 
approach  of  “life’s  evening’’  admonish  me  that  it  is 
time  to  retire  from  public,  and  devote  myself  to  the  more 
quiet  and  humble  duties  of  domestic  and  professional 
life.  I cannot,  however,  in  justice  to  the  feelings  of  my 
own  heart,  take  leave  of  a constituent'!’,  who  nave  on 
all  occasions  when  I have  been  before  them,  supported 
me  in  the  most  zealous  and  generous  manner,  without 
expressing  the  deep  and  lasting  sense  of  my  obligations 
to,  and  my  respect  for  them. 

Whilst  I reflect  with  pleasure,  that  I have  at  every 
election  received  a majority  of  the  votes  of  the  freemen 
of  my  own  native  county  of  Berkshire,  notwithstand- 
ing  the  fluctuation  of  parties  in  that  county,  I shall  re- 
member with  the  profoundest  gratitude,  to  the  latest 
period  of  my  life,  the  uniform  and  friendly  support 
which  I have  always  received  from  that  portion  of  my 
fellow  cidzens  in  the  counties  of  Franklin,  Hampshire, 
and  Hampden,  who  are  attached  to  this  congressional 
district.  Of  the  conduct  of  my  political  opponents  to- 
wards me,  I have  no  complaints  to  make.  Amongst 
the  m aie  numbered  multitudes  of  my  personal  and  es- 


teemed friends.  Their  votes  for  candidates  of  their 
own  preference  have  never  ruffled  a feeling  in  my  bo- 
som. Sometimes  they  have  judged  of  my  public  acts, 
as  I am  confident  they  would  not,  if  their  position  had 
enabled  them  to  see  the  whole  ground.  Though  the 
whole  period  of  my  political  career  has  been  one  of  un- 
common excitement  and  agitation,  both  in  the  country 
and  in  the  national  legislature,  I am  happy  to  declare 
that  the  political  differences  of  opinion  existing  between 
me  and  my  constituents  at  home,  or  between  me  and 
gentlemen  of  opposite  politics  in  congress,  have  never 
caused  one  horn’s  interruption  of  friendly  personal  in- 
tercourse and  social  good  feelings.  1 have  entertained 
and  combated  opinions,  supported  and  opposed  meas- 
ures, according  to  my  own  convictions  ot  their  merits 
or  their  demerits,  without  impugning  the  motives,  or 
questioning  the  right  of  those  who  differed  from  me,  to 
think  and  to  act  for  themselves.  Claiming,  and  exer- 
cising the  right  in  politics  as  in  all  other  matters,  to  fol- 
low tne  dictates  of  my  own  understanding  and  judg- 
ment, I cheerfully  accord  it  to  others.  This  is  an  es- 
sential article  in  my  republican  creed.  The  govern- 
ment which  interferes  with,  or  restrains  it,  is  a despot- 
ism. The  party  which  denies  it  to  its  members,  violates 
the  first  principles  of  republican  liberty. 

Since  I have  been  your  representative  in  congress, 

I have  to  the  full  extent  of  my  ability,  given  my  sup- 
port to  those  individual  measures,  and  to  that  system  of 
measures  which  in  my  opinion  have  largely  contribu- 
ted to  bring  forward  our  common  country  in  her  ca- 
reer of  prosperity,  from  the  feebleness  of  infancy,  to  the 
vigor  of  manhood,  and  upon  the  firm  and  steady  main- 
tainance  of  which  in  time  to  come,  her  future  advance- 
ment and  happiness  depend.  From  the  repeated  ex- 
pression of  your  confidence,  at  the  polls,  1 have  the 
satisfaction  of  believing  that  my  course  has  met  with 
your  approbation.  It  is  true,  fellow  citizens,  my  sup- 
port of,  or  opposition  to  measures  has  been  rather  in 
deed,  than  in  word.  I have  generally  been  content  to 
vote,  and  not  to  talk.  The  house  of  representatives, 
that,  ‘great  political  babel’  has  become  a scene  of  legis- 
lative babbling,  rather  than  of  calm,  dignified  and  use- 
ful discussion  and  deliberation,  and  I have  chosen  for 
the  most  part,  not  to  add  to  the  confusion  of  tongues  by 
mingling  my  voice  in  the  common  medley.  The  ge- 
neral course  of  our  national  administration  for  the  last 
eight  years,  seems  to  have  been  to  change  and  overturn 
the  measures  of  preceding  years.  The  policy  of  pro- 
tecting the  labor  of  our  own  citizens  from  the  effects  of 
the  selfish  and  exclusive  legislation  of  other  govern- 
ments, and  of  saving  ourselves  from  the  awkward  and 
dangerous  condition  of  a dependence  upon  foreigners 
and  strangers  for  indispensable  articles  of  manufac- 
ture, is  coeval  with  our  federal  constitution.  It  was 
recognized  in  the  title  and  the  provisions  of  the  second 
act  passed  by  the  first  congress  which  assembled  under 
that  instrument.  It  has  been  recommended  to' -the  fa- 
vorable consideration  of  the  legislature,  by  every  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  from  Washington  down  to 
the  last  incumbent  of  the  executive  chair. 

The  power  to  do  it,  was  taken  from  the  states  and 
deposited  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States.  The 
exercise  of  that  power  hitherto,  has  greatly  promoted 
the  common  weal,  and  a failure  to  continue  to  exert  it 
in  future,  in  a just  and  proper  manner,  would  be  to 
abandon  one  of  the  objects  of  the  constitution,  and 
bring  ruin  over  the  business  of  the  country,  without  any 
countervailing  advantages. 

Its  constitutional  existence  and  the  propriety  and 
utility  of  its  exercise  have  received  the  sanction  of  the 
most  sagacious  and  patriotic  statesmen  from  every  sec- 
tion of  the  union,  whatever  may  be  the  present  position 
of  some  who  at  other'  times  have  been  its  champions. 
Works  of  internal  improvement,  strictly  national  in 
their  character,  have  been  declared  by  the  practice  of 
the  government  for  the  last  thirty  years,  as  belonging 
to  the  powers  conferred  by  the  federal  constitution. 
The  system  received  the  approval  of  president  Jeffer- 
son in  1806,  in  his  signature  to  the  bill  which  directed 
the  commencement  of  the  Cumberland  road.  That 
great  thoroughfare  now  stretches  itself  from  the  slate 
of  Maryland  across  the  Allegany  mountains  to  the 
waters  of  the  Mississippi  river,  traversing  six  states  in 
its  progress. 

It  lies  over  those  lofty  mountains  like  a mighty  belt, 
binding  together  the  different  and  distant  parts  of  the 
same  common  union.  I hope  those  who  now  live  will 
see  it  lap  across  the  Rocky  mountains.  The  inevita- 
ble effects  of  a judicious  exercise  of  this  power,  are  an 
increased  value  to  the  productions  of  labor  of  all  kinds 
and  classes,-  by  opening  new  avenues  of  communica- 
tion between  different  portions  of  the  country,  and  thus 
facilitating  and  cheapening  their  transportation.  It  is 
not  contended  that  works,  of  this  kind,  purely  local  in 
their  character,  come  within  the  scope  of  federal  au- 
thority. Such  works  belong  exclusively  to  the  states; 
and  even  if  the  general  government  had  power  to  make 
them,  it  would  be  wiser  and  better  to  leave  them  in  the 
hands  of  the  local  governments.  Butobjeets  which  are 
to  diffuse  u. common  benefit,  belong  appropriately  to  a 
common  government.  The  power  itself  claims  the 
same  constitutional  origin,  with  that  which  is  exercised 
for  the  benefit  of  foreign  commerce,  in  the  building  and 
establishing  harbors,  docks,  breakwaters,  lighthouses, 
buoys,  &c.  on  the  seacoasts  or  along  navigable  rivers. 
Added  to  this  are  the  post  road  and  army  powers. 

In  1816,  a distinguished  and  highly  gifted  southern 
statesman,  then  a leading  and  zealous  advocate  of  a 
protective  tariff',  internal  improvements,  and  a national 
bank,  but  now  endeavoring  with  equal  zeal  to  over- 
throw them  all,  when  speaking  on  the  tariff  in  the 


house  of  representatives,  said,  it  will  greatly  increase 
our  mutual  dependance,  and  intercourse,  and  will  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  excile  an  increased  attention  to 
internal  improvements,  a subject  every  way  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  ultimate  attainment  of  na- 
tional strength,  and  the  perfection  of  our  political  insti- 
tutions.’’ The  utility  and  importance  of  a national 
bank  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  government,  and  as  an 
instrument  to  regulate  and  equalize  the  currency  of  the 
country,  have  been  fully  tested  by  the  fortunate  and 
prosperous  operation  of  two  such  institutions  created 
by  the  general  government,  during  forty  years  of  our 
constitutional  history,  and  by  the  disastrous  state  of  the 
public  finances,  the  ruinous  condition  of  the  currency, 
and  the  disturbed  and  unnatural  exchanges  of  the 
country,  in  every  period  of  time,  that  we  have  been 
without  such  an  institution.  The  constitutionality  of  a 
national  bank  has  been  settled  and  established,  so  far 
as  in  the  nature  of  things,  such  a question  can  be  set- 
tled, by  the  repealed  and  successive  action  of  every 
branch  of  the  government,  and  under  different  admin- 
istrations. 

The  two  great  political  parties  into  which  the  coun- 
try was  for  thirty  years  divided,  have  each  solemnly 
pronounced  judgment  in  its  favor  The  wisdom  of  the 
sages  and  the  patriols  who  formed  this  government,  and 
who  put  and  continued  it  in  successful  operation 
throughout  their  generation,  could  devise  no  substitute 
for  such  an  instrument  of  finance  and  of  currency. 
Shall  the  counsels  of  experience  be  lost  upon  us?  Shall 
the  past  speak  to  us  in  vain?  Shall  we  look  on  with 
indifference  amd  without  profit  alike  upon  the  bright 
and  gloomy  pages  of  our  own  history?  With  tiieir 
eyes  wide  open  to  the  disorder,  derangement  and  ruin 
which  the  country  for  some  time  past  has  been,  and 
now  is  groaning  under,  the  people  will  decide  whether 
the  experimenters  of  the  present  day,  are,  or  are  not 
wiser  than  the  statesmen  who  preceded  them. 

The  public  lands  to  which  the  government  of  the 
United  Stales  have  a present  title,  or  one  in  prospect, 
present  to  the  public  mind  a subject  of  deep  interest. 
Under  the  operation  of  ajust  and  equal  system,  which 
would  place  them  in  the  hands  of  industrious  and  en- 
terprising citizens,  who  should  desire  to  enter  them  for 
the  purpose  of  cultivation  themselves  or  in  small  quan- 
tities for  their  families,  at  a reasonable  price;  and  which 
would  secure  their  settlement  as  rapidly,  as  the  inter- 
ests of  the  old  or  the  new  states  would  require,  they 
can  be  made  an  inexhaustible  resource  of  the  richest 
benefits  to  the  people  of  all  the  states,  for  many  genera- 
tions. Unfortunately  for  the  country,  the  public  do- 
main, like  many  other  great  subjects  of  vital  impor- 
tance, has  been  thrown  into  the  arena  of  party  politics. 
It  is  much  to  be  feared  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
present  and  coming  generations  will  be  overlooked,  and 
this  vast  national  treasure  be  made  the  stake  of  politi- 
cal gambling,  or  sacrificed  to  the  spirit  of  greedy  spe- 
culation. Much  the  largest  portion  of  the  millions  of 
acres  which  have  been  disposed  of  during  the  last  three 
years,  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  individual  specula- 
tors, or  of  large  and  wealthy  companies.  Pre-emption 
laws  Mere  originally  intended  to  provide  for  a few 
hardy  adventurers  and  pioneers,  who  pushing  into  the 
wilderness  in  advance  of  civilization  had  accidentally 
taken  possession  of  lands  belonging  to  the  government, 
which  by  law  they  were  not  entitled  to  enter.  To  have 
driven  them  from  their  homes  thus  acquired  in  the 
midst  of  hardships  and  dangers,  would  not  have  been 
consistent  with  the  generosity  of  a paternal  govern- 
ment. These  laws  designed  to  protect  a few  honest 
adventurous  settlers,  have  in  the  progress  of  a few  years, 
become  the  most  efficient  and  successful  engines  of 
fraud  and  speculation,  ever  seized  upon  by  the  hungry 
spirits  of  cupidity  and  avarice. 

As  soon  as  the  Indian  title  to  lands  is  extinguished, 
and  before  they  have  been  surveyed  or  brought  into 
market,  swarms  of  speculators  or  their  hired  agents, 
hurrying  over  the  millions  of  acres  of  valuable  lands, 
already  surveyed  and  in  the  market,  and  subject  to 
lawful  entry  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre,  and  selecting  the  most  valuable  and  choice  lots, 
and  those  which  from  location  or  other  causes  they 
know  must  be  worth  many  times  the  minimum  price, 
boldly  claim  of  the  government  the  right  to  hold  them 
as  actual  settlers  for  a dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  an 
acre. 

Instances  not  unfrequently  occur  where  these  honest 
settlers  actually  s ell  out  their  right  thus  acquired,  before 
they  get  a title  from  thegevernment  for  five  or  six  times 
the  amount  of  the  government  price.  Some  two  years 
since,  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  stated 
in  his  report,  that  out  of  350  cases  which  passed  at  one 
land  office,  only  thirty  were  honest  claims,  and  thus  in 
one  state  and  in  one  year  the  government  lost  by  fraud, 
perpetrated  under  the  pre-emption  laws,  more  than 
$3,000,000. 

It  was  said,  during  the  pendency  of  the  pre-emption 
law  which  passed  at  the  last  session  of  congress,  by 
men  entitled  to  credit,  that  they  knew  of  individuals 
who  then  had  in  their  employ,  upon  lands  to  be  brought 
under  the  operation  of  that  law,  from  40  to  100  persons. 
Yet  that  law  was  professedly  for  the  benefit  of  honest 
set'lers  upon  the  public  lands.  To  that  bill  1 had  the 
honor  to  offer  an  amendment,  which  was  adopted  by  a 
majority  of  the  house,  and  became  a part  of  the  law, 
which  required  any  person  who  should  cla  m the  pub- 
lic land  under  its  provisions,  to  take  oath  that  he  en- 
tered it  in  his  own  right,  and  not  for  another  and  that 
he  had  made  no  agreement  that  another  should  have 
the  land;  subjecting  him  to  the  penalty  of  perjury 
for  swearing  false,  making  void  any  deed  which  he 
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ehoitld  make  in  pursuance  of  any  original  agreement 
to  enter  t he  land  for  another,  and  forfeiting  the  money 
paid,  and  the  land  itself,  (except  in  the  hands  of  an  in- 
nocent purchaser)  when  it  should  appear  there  had 
been  an  agreement  or  arrangement  between  the  set- 
tler and  purchasen  i 

I have  uniformly  voted  against  every  measure,  which  j 
seemed  calculated  to  squander  this  national  treasure, 
and  prevent  its  appropriation  to  the  eqnal  benefit  of  the 
whole  nation  whose  property  it  is.  The  bill  introduced 
by  Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky  a few  years  since  providing 
for  the  distribution  of  the  avails  of  the  public  lands, 
amongst  the  people  of  all  the  states,  I supported  with 
pleasure,  because  I believed  its  principles  to  be  just  and 
equal.  It  made  a liberal  provision  for  the  new  states, 
but  their  rapidly  increasing  population  entitled  [hem  to 
it.  If  that  measure  had  become  a law  by  receiving  the 
signature  of  the  president,  after  it  had  passed  both 
branches  of  the  legislature  by  large  majorities,  the  whole 
country  would  now  have  been  in  the  enjoyment  of  its 
benefits,  and  ffle  subject  of  the  public  domain  ceased  to 
have  been  the  theme  of  politicians  and  the  lure  of  spe- 
culators. But  the  bill  was  withheld  and  carried  away 
by  the  chief  magistrate,  after  it  was  known  that  if  he 
returned  it  with  his  objections,  it  would  be  passed  by 
the  constitutional  majority  of  both  houses  of  congress, 
and  become  the  law  of  the  land.  It  was  withheld  if 
not  against  the  letter  of  the  constitution,  as  many  be- 
lieve, siili  no  one  can  hardly  doubt  that  it  was  in  viola- 
tion of  the  spirit  of  that  instrument,  as  he  was  not  pre- 
vented from  returning  it  to  the  house  where  itoriginafed, 
by  an  adjourn ment  of  congress,  but  by  the  constitu- 
tional termination  of  that  body.  There  is  much  reason 
to  apprehend  that  that  extraordinary  exercise  of  execu- 
tive power  which  defeated  the  expressed  will  of  the 
legislature,  and  as  I verily  believe  at  that  time  a large 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  has  led 
to,  or  will  result  in  an  entire  change  of  the  policy 
of  the  government  in  relation  to  the  public  lands, 
and  will  he  the  means,  ultimately  of  depriving  the  pre- 
sent and  future  generations  of  the  blessings  which  that  I 
measure,  properly  and  fully  carried  out,  would  have  im- 
parted to  them. 

Whether  the  policy  established  by  the  Inst  adminis- 
tration and  continued  by  the  present,  of  sending  all  the 
Indian  tribes  east  of  the  Mississippi,  into  a contiguous 
country  west  of  that  river,  shall  finally  be  beneficial  to 
the  Indians  or  the  government,  remains  to  he  develop- 
ed. Thus  far  it  can  hardly  he  said  that  the  fruits  of 
this  experiment  have  been  very  propitious.  It  is  true 
the  states  within  whose  limits  those  tribes  were  located, 
have  been  gratified  by  their  removal.  But  complaints 
loud  and  urgent,  have  come  lrom  the  people  of  those  ! 
states  into  whose  neighborhood  multitudes  of  savage 
warriors  from  various  sections  of  the  union  have  been 
.hurried. 

They  fear  that  these  sons  of  the  forest,  brought  into 
the  vicinity  of  each  other,  stung  by  a sense  of  ill  usage 
and  and  injustice,  received  from  the  hands  of  the  gene- 
ral government,  will  one  day  strike  for  vengeance,  and 
when  their  smothered  wrath  shall  break  out  into  acts  of 
violence,  their  first  blow  may  fall  upon  them.  This 
state  of  tilings  upon  the  southwestern  frontier,  lias  been 
urged  as  the  main  argument  for  doubling  our  standing 
army  during  the  last  three  years,  and  fixing  upon  the 
country  a permanent  increase  of  our  annual  expenses 
of  from  two  to  three  millions  of  dollars.  But  this  is  but 
a trifling  item  in  the  mass  of  expenses  which  have  been 
incurred  by  our  progress  thus  far  made  in  this  Indian 
policy.  The  war  in  Florida  with  the  small  Seminole 
tribe,  which  grew  out  of  what  they  consider  a fraud 
upon  them  in  the  form  of  a treaty,  has  already  cost  the 
government  about  •315,000,000  in  money,  and  the  sacri- 
fice of  many  of  the  bravest  and  noblest  officers  and 
soldiers  of  our  army.  Massachusetts  alone,  has  lost 
six  of  her  gallant  sons  w ho  bore  the  commission  of  their 
government  in  that  ill-fated  war.  Our  border  difficul- 
ties which  have  multiplied  upon  us  during  the  last  lew- 
years,  have  grown  out  of  these  treaties  in  the  removal 
of  the  Indian  tribes.  The  appropriations  made  for  the 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities,  at  the  last  session  of 
congress  for  the  current  year  exceeded  seven  million 
dollars.  It  is  hoped  that  the  disastrous  Florida  war  is 
substantially  at  an  end,  but  no  one  who  is  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  its  character  or  history,  can  estimate  its 
whole  cost  at  less  than  $20,000,000. 

It  would  be  fortunate  for  us  as  a nation,  if  we  could  1 
stop  at  saying  that  we  have  lost  millions  of  treasure  and 
numbers  of  our  finest  officers  and  soldiers  in  that  igno- 
ble controversy.  Has  not  the  national  escutcheon  been 
stained  with  dishonor? 

Has  not  the  national  word  ofhonor  been  forfeited  in 
the  person  of  a commanding  general  in  that  war,  by 
violating  and  trampling  under  foot  the  white  flag,  an 
emblem  held  sacrecf  and  inviolable  by  all  the  people  of 
the  earth,  savage  or  civilized? 

The  world  has  looked  on  and  seen  the  red  warriors 
of  the  wilderness  march  into  an  American  camp  with 
the  flag  of  truce  floating  over  their  heads,  trusting  in  its 
sacred  character,  seizedby  orders  of  an  officer  of  the 
republic,  manacled  and  hurried  to  prison.  History 
will  record  the  fact,  and  posterity  will  read  it.  It  can- 
not be  expunged  from  our  record. 

Of  the  propriety  of  removing  such  of  the  Indians  as 
should  voluntarily  choose  to  go,  there  can  scarcely  be 
two  opinions.  Unfortunately  in  too  many  instances  in 
the  course  of  these  removals,  consent  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians  has  been  merely  nominal.  The  Cherokees  were 
one  of  the  most  numerous  nations  remaining  on  this 
side  of  the  Mississippi  river.  They  occupied  a beauti- 
ful region  constituting  a part  of  their  original  country, 


1 and  situate  within  the  limits  of  four  surrounding  states. 
Their  territory  has  been  repeatedly  guaranteed  to  them 
by  treaties  with  the  states.  They  numbered  about 
18,000  souls.  Under  the  fostering  care  of  the  general 
government,  they  had  advanced  iar  in  the  arts,  habits, 
and  customs  of  civilized  life.  They  were  acquainted 
with  agricultural  pursuits,  and  had  among  their  own 
people,  mechanics  and  artizans,  school  masters,  and 
school  houses,  preachers  of  the  Gospel,  and  meeting 
houses  w here  they  regularly  assembled.  Some  years 
since  a Cherokee  invented  an  alphabet  and  they  had  a 
printing  press,  and  books  printed  in  their  own  language. 
They  lived  under  a regularly  organized  constitutional 
government  administered  by  officers  of  their  own 
choice,  until  it  was  broken  up  by  the  authorities  of  the 
state  of  Georgia.  Among  them  were  men  who  had 
been  educated  in  the  states,  and  who  as  gentlemen,  as 
scholars,  and  as  statesmen,  would  he  ornaments  in  re- 
fined and  civilized  communities.  Many  of  them  had 
cosily  habitations  and  highly  cultivated  farms.  Repeat- 
ed and  fruitless  efforts  were  made  by  the  general  go- 
vernment, to  induce  this  people  to  give  up  their  country 
and  go  beyond  the  western  waters.  Though  com- 
pelled by  physical  violence  to  submit  to  the  laws  of  a 
state  foreign  to  them,  and  at  the  same  time  denied 
the  rights  of  citizenship,  they  clung  to  their  native  land, 
and  refused  to  emigrate. 

At  length  the  president  of  the  U.  S.  appointed  Mr. 
Carroll  of  Tennessee  and  Mr.  Schermerhurn,  a clergy- 
man from  the  state  of  New  York,  agents  or  commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  the  government,  tojreat  with  the 
Cherokee  nation.  These  commissioners  went  into  the 
Cherokee  country,  and  consulted  with  their  leading 
men  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  their  mission.  A coun- 
cil of  the  nation  was  called,  at  which  the  commission- 
ers were  present,  and  after  laving  the  subject  before 
them,  they  entirely  failed  to  accomplish  their  object. 
Thus  baffled  in  his  project,  Schetmerliorn  wrote  a con- 
fidential letter  to  the  secretary  at  war,  informing  him 
of  their  failure  to  treat  with  the  Cherokees;  and  propos- 
ed in  order  to  bring  about  the  desired  result,  and  effect 
their  removal,  either  to  make  a liberal  provision  for 
some  of  their  principal  men,  and  thus  secure  their  in- 
fluence in  making  a treaty,  or  as  the  mass  of  the  na- 
tion had  refused  to  negotiate,  to  make  u ircaly  with  a 
part  only,  lo  operate  on  the  whole  nation.  Governor 
Cass,  then  at  the  head  of  the  war  department,  promptly 
rejected  these  base  propositions. 

But  it  is  a remarkable  fact,  that  Schei  merhorn  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  accomplish  his  purpose,  by  the  very 
means  indicated  in  his  second  proposition.  He  circu- 
lated notices  to  the  Cherokee  people,  in  his  own  name, 
to  meet  him  on  a certain  day,  to  make  a treaty  with 
him.  On  the  appointed  .day,  a few  of  the  people  did 
meet  him.  The  wlHe  number  of  men,  women  and 
children  present  were  variously  estimated  at  from  3 to 
600.  Schermcrhorn  himself,  I think,  did  not  fix  the 
number  at  over  600.  Of  this  number,  only  about  se- 
venty were  Indian  men  who  professed  to  take  any  part 
in  the  proceedings.  A portion  of  these  seventy  were 
said,  to  be  enrolled  emigrants  who  had  no  right  to  act. 
With  this  handfui  of  people,  thus  called  together,  lie 
proceeded  to  enact  the  farce  of  making  a treaty,  by 
which  the  lands  of  the  whole  nation  were  ceded  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  entire  population  were  to  leave 
their  country  and  go  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  with- 
in two  years  from  the  time  the  treaty  should  be  ratified 
by  the  senate.  A man  by  the  name  of  Carey  had  been 
appointed  a special  agent  to  co-operate  with  Schermer- 
horn.  Ti’.e  treaty  was  made  in  December,  1835.  At 
the  time  this  transaction  took  place,  there  was  a dele- 
gation of  Cherokees  on  their  way  to  Washington,  w ho 
had  been  duly  an  hcrieed  by  the  nation,  in  October 
preceding,  to  make  a treaty  with  the  government. — 
This  delegation,  before  they  left  for  Washington,  had 
rejected  Schermerhorn's  propositions,  and  remonstrated 
against  any  further  attempt  on  his  part  again  to  call  to- 
gether a council  of  the  nation,  as  the  nation  had  alrea- 
dy determined  upon  the  subject,  and  warning  him  that 
such  an  act  would  never  be  recognized  by  the  Cherokee 
people. 

Having  finished  his  mission,  this  rev.  negotiator  pro- 
ceeded to  Washington,  bearing  the  treaty  thus  obtained 
as  a trophy  of  his  diplomatic  skill.  After  some  modifi- 
cations by  the  president,  the  paper  was  laid  before  the 
senate,  and  that  body  advised  its  ratification  as  a treaty. 
Five  millions  of  dollars,  by  the  stipulations  of  that  in- 
strument, were  to  be  paid  to,  or  for,  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion. When  the  bill  making  the  appropriation  of  five 
millions  for  carrying  inioeftect  Schernterhorn’s  arrange- 
ment, came  up  for  consideration  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, a memorial,  signed  by  15  or  16,000  of  the 
Cherokee  people,  was  laid  before  that  body.  In  that 
memorial,  they  gave  a history  of  their  wrongs,  stated 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  pretended  treaty 
was  made,  denied  that  those  Indians  who  were  parties 
to  it  had  any  semblance  of  authority  from  the  notion 
to  act  for  them,  protested  that  the  nation  had  no  parti- 
cipation in  it,  declared  themselves  utterly  opposed  to 
every  part  and  portion  of  it,  and  remonstrated  in  the 
most  urgent  and  emphatic  terms  against  the  congress 
of  the  United  States  doing  any  thing  tending  to  subject 
them  to  the  injustice  of  submitting  to  the  terms  of  an 
arrangement  which  disposed  of  their  property,  and  ex- 
pelled them  from  their  country,  without  their  consent, 
and  against  their  will.  Their  statement  in  relation  to 
the  number  and  character  of  the  persons  with  whom 
Schermerhorn  made  his  treaty,  and  the  circumstances 
attending  it,  were  fully  confirmed  by  a letter  from  an 
Indian  agent  who  was  on  the  ground,  addressed  to  the 
president  of  the  United  States.  This  memorial  of  an 


entire  people,  who  for  nearly  half  a century  had  been 
under  the  protection  of  the  United  S-atcs,  imploring 
the  government,  as  their  protector,  to  interpose  between 
them  and  a gross  fraud  and  injustice  about  to  be  per- 
petrated upon  them,  under  the  form  of  a treaty  to  which 
they  were  in  no  sense  a party,  though  it  professed  lo  i 
speak  in  their  name,  occupied  more  than  an  hour  in  its 
reading,  and  was  listened  to  with  the  deepest  attention  | 
and  interest  by  the  representatives  of  the  American 
people.  The  appeal  was  in  vain.  A majority  of  the  I 
representatives  voted  the  appropriation  required  to  carry 
that  instrument  into  eflect. 

Some  gave  as  a reason  for  their  vote,  the  fact  that  the 
senate  had  ratified  the  instrument,  as  a treaty,  and  as  a 
treaty  made  by  the  president  and  senate  was  the  su- 
preme law  cf  the  land,  the  house  had  no  discretion  in 
the  matter,  but  were  bound  lo  make  the  appropriation. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that  admitting  a treaty  duly 
made  and  ratified  by  the  constitutional  authority  might 
he  binding  on  all  the  other  branches  of  the  govern- 
ment, yet  the  action  of  the  president  and  senate  could 
not  make  that  s treaty  which  had  never  received  the 
concurrence  or  approval  of  the  other  party.  And  when 
it  was  made  io  appear,  beyond  a question,  that  the  in- 
strument which  purported  lobe  a treaty  had  never  been 
consented  lo  or  executed  by  a party  to  be  bound  by  it, 
it  was  a mere  nullity,  and  imposed  no  obligations  upon 
any  body:  that  this  was  the  case  before  the  house,  and 
ought  lo  be  conclusive  against  the  appropriation. 

Tito  most  zealous  advocates  of  the  measure  did  not 
pretend  to  argue  that  the  treaty  was  properly  made  by 
the  nation,  or  by  any  persons  authorised  by  the  nation 
to  make  it.  They  believed  there  was  an  unavoidable 
necessity  impelling  the  removal  of  the  Cherokees,  that 
the  treaty  made  a libera!  provision  for  them,  and  that  to 
enforce  the  execution  would  be  the  lesser  evil. 

The  government,  apprehending  that  the  Chtrokees 
might  break  cut  into  acts  of  violence  and  aggression, 
when  a knowledge  cf  these  transactions  should  reach 
them,  immediately  despatched  a military  force  to  their 
country.  That  force  found  them  peaceably  and  quietly 
pursuing  their  own  business.  A council  of  the  nation 
was  called  together,  when  the  command rij  general  ad- 
dressed them  and  urged  the  necessity  of  their  acquiesc- 
ing in  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  They  listened  to  his  talk 
with  attention  and  respect.,  but  the  whole  nation  remain- 
| ed  inflexible  in  their  opposition  to  a treaty  which  they  had 
j never  made  or  consented  lo.  fie  called  on  them  to 
I bring  in  and  give  up  their  arms;  without  a murmur, 

I they  complied  with  his  request.  Some  time  after  this,  a 
civil  agent  was  despatched  to  the  nation,  to  endeavor 
I to  persuade  them  to  acquiesce,  hut  with  no  better  suc- 
1 cess.  So  firm,  deep-rooted  and  universal  was  their  op* 
i position  to  the  treaty,  that  he  informed  the  government, 

| in  one  of  his  conununica  ions,  that  he  believed  if  John 
Ross,  their  popular  and  talented  leader,  should  change 
J his  ground  and  attempt  to  induce  them  to  come  in  and 
adopt  t he  treaty,  he  would  at  once  lose  his  influence 
j among  them,  and  put  his  life  in  imminent  hazard.  In 
j the  course  of  the  last  session  of  congress,  having  failed 
in  all  their  efforts  to  prevail  on  the  executive  to  open  a 
negotiation  with  the  nation,  they  again  brought  their 
case  before  that  h:  dy,  by  the  presentation  of  another 
memorial. 

They  said  they  were  an  injured,  weak  and  power- 
less people,  and  came  to  present  themselves  at  the  feet 
of  ihe  government  of  a great,  strong  and  magnanimous 
nation,  and  implored  them  to  intetfere  in  their  behalf. 
They  asked  only  right  and  justice.  At  least,  they  said, 
do  hear  us.  They  said  if  the  house  of  representatives 
did  not  find  all  their  allegations  fully  substantiated  and 
proved,  they  would  submit  in  silence,  without  one  com- 
plaining word,  to  any  disposition  w hich  might  be  made 
of  their  petition.  This  poor  request  was  refused  them; 
and  their  memorial  w as  laid  on  the  table,  without  a 
hearing  and  without  a reference.  A majority  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States  denied 
this  subdued  and  helpless  remnant  of  a once  powerful 
race  the  opportunity  of  proving  to  them  and  to  the 
world  the  wrongs  of  which  they  complained,  and  for 
which  they  prayed  redress.  Before  the  session  closed, 
a bill  was  passed;  authorising  the  president  to  pay  to 
the  nation  $1,140,060,  in  addition  to  the  sum  named  in 
the  treaty.  As  the  23d  of  May,  which  was  the  limit 
assigned  them  in  the  treaty  to  remain  on  their  lands, 
approached,  and  as  they  made  no  arrangements  to  re- 
move, a military  force  of  several  thousand  men  was 
sent  into  their  country,  under  the  command  of  major 
general  Scott.  Not  a hand  or  a weapon  was  raised 
against  him  or  his  authority;  and  on  or  before  the  day 
of  their  fate,  every  Cherokee  in  the  state  of  Georgia 
looked  for  the  last  time  upon  his  home  and  the  graves 
of  his  fathers,  and,  surrounded  by  the  bayonets  of  a 
civilized  army,  turned  his  back  upon  them  forever. — 
The  nation  arc  now  on  their  way  to  join  what  remains 
of  the  tribes  of  their  expatriated  race  beyond  the  Great 
River  of  the  West.  I have  voted  readily  for  appropria- 
tions to  enable  the  government  to  carry  into  eflect  trea- 
ties for  the-removal  of  other  Indian  tribes  which  they 
had  voluntarily  entered  into.  But  I have  opposed  every 
proposition  which  would  directly  or  indirectly  sanction 
or  approve  the  whole,  or  any  part,  of  what  I consider 
the  most  atrocious  and  unjustifiable  fraud  and  oppres- 
sion ever  perpetrated  upon  an  injured  people,  under  a 
pretended  treaty  which  they  had  no  voice  in  making, 
and  to  which  they  never  in  any  manner  gave  their  as- 
sent. This  history  of  their  case  is  the  reason  I offer 
yon  for  the  course  I pursued  in  relation  to  them. 

May  God,  in  his  mercy,  save  us,  as  a nation,  from 
that  measure  of  justice  which  we  have  dealt  out  to  that 
ill-fated  people. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— SEPT.  1,  1838— LETTER  FROM  MR.  CROCKETT. 


15 


Petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia  have  produced  a good 
deal  of  excitement,  and  consumed  considerable  of  the 
time  of  both  houses  of  congress,  within  the  last  five 
1 years.  During  the  first  two  sessions  that  I was  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  petitions  of  that  kind  were 
presented  front  dilicrent  stales,  and  as  a matter  of 
course,  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. In  the  session  of  1831-2,  Mr.  Doddridge,  a 
talented  and  high  minded  gentleman,  and  a profound 
lawyer,  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  was  at  the  head  cf 
that  committee.  He  made  a short  report  on  that  part 
of  the  petitions  which  related  to  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
and  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject.  On  that  part  of  the  petition  which 
related  to  the  slave  trade,  he  did  not  report. 

The  presentation  of  the  petitions  at  that  time  pro- 
duced no  excitement,  and  the  report  of  that  committee 
cave  rise  to  no  debate.  It  was  not  until  a gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  objected  to  the  reception  of  peti- 
tions, that  the  excitement  and  feeling  began  to  ran  nigh 
in  that  body.  The  manner  that  the  subject  lias  been 
since  that  time  disposed  of,  by  the  adoption  of  resolu- 
tions, under  which  the  petitions  have  been  received, 
and  laid  on  the  table  without  reading,  printing  or  refer- 
ence, I have  always  considered  as  virtually  denying  the 
right  of  petition,  and  in  that  view  involving  a great 
principle,  of  an  importance,  far  transcending  the  sub- 
ject of  those  particular  petitions.  If  the  national  repre- 
sentatives can  in  that  way  avoid  one  class  of  petitions, 
which  they  profess  to  admit  the  people  have  a right  to 
present,  they  may  do  the  same  with  another,  and  that 
original,  vital  right  of  the  citizen,  which  exists  inde- 
pendent of  the  constitution,  may  be  made  to  depend 
upon  the  will  of  each  succeeding  legislature.  I have 
uniformly  opposed  every  infringement  of  that  invalua- 
ble privilege  of  freemen,  and  been  in  favor  of  receiving 
that  particular  class  of  petitions  and  giving  them,  like 
all  other  petitions,  their  appropriaie  reference.  Had 
this  course  been  continued,  as  it  had  existed  in  former 
years,  I think  much  of  the  agitation  which  has  been 
witnessed  in  congress  and  in  the  country,  would  have 
been  avoided.  Of  the  constitutional  power  of  congress 
to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  I cannot  entertain  a doubt.  And  I have  as 
little  question  of  the  propriety  of  exercising  that  power, 
at  a suitable  time,  and  in  a proper  manner.  I believe 
the  slave  trade  ought  to  be  immediately  abolished  in  that 
District,  and  I am  satisfied  that  such  a measure  would 
be  iu  accordance  with  the  sentiments  of  a large  majori- 
ty of  the  free  inhabitants  of  that  territory.  Whilst 
those  are  my  views  in  relation  to  the  power  of  congress 
over  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 

I am  equally  decided  in  the  opinion  that  neither  con- 
gress nor  the  people  of  the  free  states,  have  any  right 
or  power  to  interfere  with  that  institution  in  the  slave 
stares.  1 would  preserve  to  the  people  of  those  states, 
up  to  the  letter  and  the  spirit,  all  their  constitutional 
guarantees.  But  believing  as  I do,  the  institution  of 
slavery  to  be  morally  and  politically  wrong,  I would  not 
be  instrumental  in  extending  or  enlarging  it  a hair’s 
breadth.  Resolved  to  stand  by  the  constitution  and 
yield  obedience  to  its  injunctions  arid  defend  its  princi- 
ples, at  all  limes  and  in  all  places,  I would  no  sooner 
yield  up  to  others  the  power,  to  modify  or  abolishslave- 
ry  when  I rightfully  might  do  it,  than  I would  violate 
the  provisions  of  ihat  instrument  by  interfering  with  it, ! 
when  I had  no  such  right.  These  are  the  principles 
upon  which  J have  acted  in  relation  to  this  important  j 
subject,  and  until  further  enlightened,  I am  willing  to 
abide  by  them. 

You  know  the  origin,  progress  and  fate  of  the  sub- 
treasury b:;i.  The  finances  and  currency  of  ihe  coun- 
try were  in  a prosperous  and  sound  condition.  The  go- 
vernment introduced  a series  of  experiments.  Those 
experiments  have  ended  iu  a general  derangement  of  the 
business  of  the  coun:ry,and  in  a depreciated  and  ruin- 
ed currency.  Out  of  that  ruin  and  disorder,  the  sub- 
treasury project  came  forth.  It  just  struggled  through 
the  senate,  where  there  was  an  administration  majority 
of  nearly'  two  to  one,  with  two  votes  in  its  favor;  but 
with  such  an  altered  and  mutilated  form,  that  some  of 
its  earliest  and  best  friends  disowned  it.  It  has  been 
three  limes  defeated  in  the  house  of  representatives; 
and  the  popular  voice  so  far  as  it  has  been  expressed  is 
against  it.  The  friends  of  the  measure  call  it  an  inde- 
pendent treasury  bill.  With  a slight  modification,  this 
ritle  might  be  well  enough.  The  public  revenue  is  now 
brought  into  the  treasury  under  the  operation  of  perma- 
nent laws,  which  can  only  be  altered  against  the  will 
of  the  president,  by  a vote’of  two  thirds  of  both  houses 
of  congress.  Now,  pass  this  law,  which  will  put  all 
the  public  money  when  it  is  collected  in  his  possession, 
and  under  his  control,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  de- 
fine or  devise  a more  comple  to  independent  executive  trea- 
sury than  would  then  exis’.  It  has  been  and  is  to  be 
made  the  measure  of  the  administration.  From  a de- 
cision of  a majority  of  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, three  times  deliberately  pronounced  against  it,  the 
administration  has  appealed  to  the  people  themselves. 
In  the  approaching  autumnal  elections  it  is  to  be  the 
war  cry  of  the  pariy  who  support  it.  A death  struggle 
i3  to  be  made  at  the  polls  to  sustain  it.  If  it  falls,  its 
friends  will  fall  under  it,  and  be  crushed  by  if.  If  it 
succeeds  and  is  fastened  upon  the  country,  the  govern- 
ment, separated  from  the  people,  i-,s  well  as  from  the 
banks,  may  exist,  a splendid  pageant,  with  its  indepen- 
dent treasury,  and  its  vaults,  and  the  pockets  of  its  offi- 
cers filled  with  the  money  of  the  people;  but  its  blight- 
ing effects  will  be  witnessed  throughout  the  land,  in  the 
disordered  business,  the  deranged  exchanges,  the  une- 


qual currency  and  the  blasted  hopes  of  a misgoverned 
community.  With  great  respect,  I am,  your  follow 
citizen,  GEORGE  N.  BRIGGS. 

Lanesborough,  July  29,  1833. 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  CROCKETT. 

The  hon.  J.  W.  Crockett,  having  been  invited  to  a 
public  dinner  by  a number  of  his  fellow  citizens  ol 
Tennessee,  returned  the  following  reply: 

Paris,  July  20,  1833. 

Gentlemex:  I am  in  receipt  of  your  note  of  yester- 
day, inviting  me  to  partake  of  a public  dinner,  at  such 
time  as  may  suit  my  convenience. 

Your  kindness,  I assure  you,  is  fully  appreciated,  and 
nothing  would  give  me  more  sincere  pleasure  than  to 
avail  myself  of  your  invitation  to  renew  those  friendly 
associations  wi'h  my  fellow  citizens  of  Paris  and  vici- 
nity which  have  for  some  time  been  broken  off  by  my 
absence  from  among  thrm;  and  1 regret  that  I find  my 
self  surrounded  by  circumstances  at  this  time,  con- 
nected with  my  domestic  affairs,  which  compel  me  to 
decline  the  proffered  honor. 

1 am  at  a loss  for  language  adequate  to  the  expression 
of  my  gratitude  lbr  this  flattering  testimonial  of  your 
sanction  of  my  political  course  as  your  representative 
in  the  councils  of  this  great  nation.  This  high  distinc- 
tion and  responsible  trust  was  conferred  upon  me  by 
my  fellow  citizens  at  a most  important  juncture  in  our 
national  affairs;  and  no  man  could  have  felt  more  sen- 
sibly the  want  of  that  ability  and  experience  necessary 
to  qualify  him  for  the  discharge  of  the  high  duties  con- 
nected with  the  station  than  I did.  I entered  congress 
as  your  represen  at  ve  at  the  commencement  of  a new 
administration,  v h n every  thing  was  in  doubt,  and 
public  expectation  was  on  tiptoe.  Mr.  Van  Buren  bad 
just  been  appointed  president  of  the  United  States  by 
his  “illustrious  predecessor,”  and  was  pledged  to  tread 
in  his  footsteps;  but  many  were  in  doubt  which  end  of 
the  track  lie  would  take.  I had  opposed  his  elevation, 
because  bis  elevation  was  the  result  of  executive  dicta- 
tion— because  I had  no  confidence  in  his  political  integ- 
rity— and  because  I believed  lie  was  governed  by  no 
fixed  principles.  A series  of  “experiments”  upon  the 
currency  and  the  revenue  system  of  the  country  by  his 
predecessor  had  signally  iuiled,  and  produced  such  a 
derangement  of  our  monetary  concerns  as  to  threaten 
the  entire  prostration  of  business  and  commerce,  and 
involve  the  whole  community  in  one  general  wreck  of 
ruin.  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  political  course,  in  my  opinion, 
did  not  warrant  the  belief  that  he  regarded  either  the 
interest  or  the  wishes  of  the  people;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  he  was  governed  in  all  his  movements  by 
motives  of  selfishness  and  personal  aggrandizement. — 
This  being  my  opinion  of  his  character,  I could  not  be- 
lieve he  could  be  so  blind  to  liisown  personal  interests, 
no  matter  how  regardless  he  nvght  be  of  the  public 
good,  as  to  persist  in  the  attempt  to  carry  out  the  ruin- 
ous measures  of  that  illustrious  chief,  under  whom  he 
thought  it  glory  enough  to  have  served. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  T was  led  to  hope  that, 
as  he  had  attained  rile  summit  of  his  ambition  by  the 
power  and  influence  of  one  whose  “glory”  and  power 
were  passing  away  like  the  mists  of  the  morning  be- 
fore the  rising  sun,  (as  the  blighting  effect  of  his  arbi- 
trary acts  became  more  manifest  to  the  people,)  he 
would  set  up  for  himself,  and  recommend  and  pursue 
such  measures  as  would  restore  the  country  to  its  former 
prosperous  condition,  and  thus  endeavor  to  acquire  a 
strength  of  his  own  to  sustain  him  in  the  next  contest, 
when  he  would  have  to  fight  the  battle  “on  his  own 
hook,”  and  either  stand  or  fall  upon  his  own  merits. — 
As  he  had  been  elected  according  to  the  forms  of  the 
constitution,  and  as  I have  always  repudiated  men,  and 
made  principle  my  guide,  I most  devotedly  hoped  he 
would  pursue  such  measures  as  would  advance  the 
prosperity  and  welfare  of  the  country.  I felt  it  to  be 
mv  duty,  as  an  American  citizen,  to  submit  to  the  de- 
cision, notwithstanding  I believed  it  to  be  the  result  of 
improper  influences;  and  I had  determined  to  give  him 
a lair  trial,  and  if  he  should  administer  the  government 
upon  the  republican  principles  taught  and  practised  by 
Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Monroe,  that  I would  cheer 
fully  give  my  support  to  his  administration. 

But  I regret  to  say  that  all  my  hopes  proved  delusive. 
It  would  seem  that  he  considered  his  obligations  to  the 
chief  who  had  given  him  his  s atiori  as  paramount  to 
those  he  owed  to  the  people,  and  he  tamely  and  quietly 
obeyed  his  directions,  and  took  the  downward  road  to 
ruin. 

One  of  his  first  recommendations  was  a gross  ana 
palpable  breach  of  faith  with  the  states,  by  the  recall  of 
the  deposites  of  the  surplus  revenue.  The  deposite  ant 
of  1836  was  opposed  by  a majority  of  the  friends  of  the 
administration,  and  every  embarrassment  had  been 
thrown  in  the  way  of  its  execution.  The  legislatures 
of  many  of  the  stales  had  been  specially  convened,  at 
an  enormous  expense,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  mea- 
sures for  its  investment;  but,  to  the  astonishment  of  all, 
I believe  one  of  the  president’s  first  rt  commendations 
was  to  withhold  the  fourth  instalment,  which  would 
have  deranged  and  disorganized  ail  the  plans  and  cal- 
culations of  the  states.  This  measure  was  strenuously 
combatted  by  the  opposition  in  a body,  but  was  carried 
in  spite  of  our  exertions,  with  a proviso,  however,  that 
the  ihree  first  instalments  should  not  be  withdrawn 
without  the  consent  of  congress. 

Instead  of  returning  to  the  ancient  policy  and  prac- 
tice of  the  government  in  relation  to  the  currency  and 
the  finances,  which  had  been  eminently  successlul  for 
forty  years,  and  which  had,  during  its  whole  existence, 


prevented  any  material  derangement  in  the  currency 
or  the  business  of  the  country,  he  recommended  the 
adoption  of  a new  principle — the  sub-treasury  scheme 
— which  hud  for  its  avowed  object  the  divorce  of  the  go- 
vernment from  all  connexion  with  the  banking  institu- 
tions of  the  country,  and  was,  in  fact,  designed  to  se- 
parate llie  government  from  the  people,  for  whose  be- 
nefit and  welfare  it  had  been  established,  and  to  create 
one  currency  for  the  government,  and  another,  an  in- 
ferior one,  lor  the  people.  In  short,  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  office  holders  in  gold  and  silver,  and 
leave  the  peop!e  to  manage  their  affairs  in  a depreciated 
paper  currency,  discredited  and  repudiated  by  the  go- 
vernment. Connected  with  this  recommendation,  there 
was  a barefaced  proposition  to  create  a government  pa- 
per currency  in  the  form  of  treasury  notes,  which  was 
to  constitute  the  only  medium  for  the  payment  of  the 
government  dues,  except  the  “constitutional  currency 
of  gold  and  silver;’1  and  it  was  contended  by  the  friends 
of  the  measure  that  an  irredeemable  government  paper 
currency  would  be  the  best  in  the  world.  And,  tocon- 
clude  the  scries,  the  president  recommended  the  pas- 
sage of  a bankrupt  law  for  the  banks. 

All  these  measures,  taken  together,  I viewed  as  hos- 
tile to  the  institutions  of  the  states,  as  intended  to  over- 
throw and  demolish  the  present  banking  and  credit  sys- 
tem in  the  United  States,  and  to  establish  on  their  rums 
a government  bank,  “connected  with  the  treasury.’’ 
and  under  the  entire  control  of  the  secretary  of  the. 
treasury,  who  is  the  mere  creature  and  instrument  of 
the  president. 

According  to  my  view  of  republicanism  and  state 
rights,  this  system,  and  its  concomitants  and  append- 
ages, are  decidedly  the  most  federal  in  their  tendencies 
ever  recommended  to  the  consideration  of  congress 
since  the  foundation  of  the  government.  The  design 
of  this  system  of  measures,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  be 
misunderstood  by  any  unprejudiced  mind.  It  is  mani- 
festly intended  to  unite  the  sword  and  the  purse  of  this 
great  nation  iu  the  hands  of  the  president,  and  thus 
invest  him  with  absolute  power  over  the  destinies  of 
the  people;  to  make  him  independent  of  the  people, 
who  are  the  only  legitimate  sovereigns  in  this  country, 
and  thereby  render  the  power  of  the  present  dynasty, 
self-styled  “democratic  republican  party,”  not  only  ab- 
solute, but  perpetual. 

These  odious  and  tyrannical  measures  were  fully 
discussed  at  the  extra  session  of  congress,  and,  by  the 
united  efforts  of  the  whigs  of  the  union,  arid  a small, 
but  gallant  and  patriotic,  band,  denominated  “conser- 
vatives,’’ who  had  assisted  in  elevating  Mr.  Van  Buren; 
to  the  presidency,  but  who  could  not  follow  him  in  his- 
iucofoeo,  Fanny  Wright  and  Tom  Paine  doctrines, 
were  signally  defeated.  Every  indication  of  public, 
sentiment  since  proves  that  the  people  condemn  and' 
abominate  these  vile  schemes  as  anti-republican  and 
dangerous  to  their  liberties.  Mr.  Van  Buren  himself, 
in  his  annual  message  at  the  commencement  of  the 
December  session,  laid  down  the  doctrine  emphatically, 
that  “the  will  of  the  people  is  the  supreme  law  of  the 
republic,”  and  should  be  sought  for  and  obeyed  by  the 
people’s  servant.  But  in  this  instance,  as  in  others,  he 
“treads  in  the  footsteps  of  his  illustrious  predecessor,’’ 
and  preaches  one  doctrine  and  practises  another. — 
Notwithstanding  the  multiplied  evidences  of  public 
opinion  against  his  independent  treasury  bank  project, 
be  and  his  friends  have  adhered  to  it  with  the  most  un- 
yielding pertinacity,  and  persisted  in  their  attempts  to 
fasten  it  upon  the  country,  in  utter  disregard  and  con- 
tempt, not  only  of  the  known  and  expressed  will  of  the 
people’s  representatives,  but  of  the  people  themselves. 
1 rejoice,  how  ever,  that  the  people’s  representatives 
have  proved  true  to  their  trust,  and  proudly  maintained 
their  ground.  They,  too,  displayed  an  unyielding  and 
uncompromising  resistance  to  these  reckless  innova- 
tions upon  the  long-settled  and  established  principles 
of  our  government,  and  I congratulate  you  and  my 
country  upon  the  result  of  the  contest.  The  enemies 
of  the  constitution  were  routed,  and  defeated,  and  dri- 
ven, in  confusion  and  dismay,  from  their  ramparts. — 
"The  sub-treasury  scheme  is  dead  and  buried,  and  the 
locofi >co  worms  are  now  feeding  in  glorious  agrarian 
equality  upon  its  carcase.” 

Tile  part  I took  in  this  struggle  between  liberty  and 
despotism  is  already  known  to  you,  and  you  have  given 
me  assurance  that  you  approve  of  my  course.  This  is 
the  brightest  reward  a public  servant  should  ever  de- 
sire. In  my  general  course,  I may  sometimes  have 
erred  in  my  judgment;  but  I trust  my  constituents  will 
do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that,  in  ail  my  actions  as 
their  representative,  I have  been  governed  by  honest 
motives.  No  mortal  man  could  reasonably  calculate 
on  pleasing  all,  for,  in  all  communities  and  on  all  sub- 
jects, there  are  honest  differences  of  opinion;  but  I flat- 
ter myself  that  my  course  has  been  satisfactory  to  a 
large  majority  of  these  who  committed  this  important 
and  responsible  trust  to  my  hands,  and  the  approbation 
of  those  who  have  bestowed  upon  me  their  confidence 
is  the  highest  honor  to  which  I ever  expect  to  aspire. 

I have  only  touched  upon  the  leading  measures  of 
the  administration.  I would  have  been  glad  to  go 
more  into  detail,  but  I have  already,  I fear,  extended 
this  communication  beyond  proper  bounds. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I beg  you  lo  accept  for 
yourselves,  personally,  and  in  behalf  of  those  you  re- 
present, assurances  of  ihe  sincere  esteem  and  regard  of 
Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  CROCKETT. 
Messrs.  A.  M.  Hamtramack,  James  Oakley,  J.  Coo- 
ney, William  C.  Beck,  W.  L.  Williams,  I.  B.  Wil- 
liams, T.  Cooney*  William  G.  Hogan. 
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CHRONICLE. 

Naval.  The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Levant 
arrived  at  New  York  on  Thursday,  from  Pensacola, 
after  a passage  of  19  days. 

List  of  officers  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Levant: 
Hiram  Paulding,  commander;  Henry  W.  Morris, 
1st  lieutenant;  George  Hurst,  2d  do  ; Charles 
Green,  3d  do.;  W.  F.  Patton,  surgeon;  Benjamin 
F.  Hart,  purser;  Henry  French,  acting  master; 
John  J.  Abernethy,  assistant  surgeon;  midshipmen, 
John  P.  McFarland,  James  W.  Read,  Charles  S. 
Cooper,  Richard  T.  Renshaw,  James  H.  Moore. 
Andrew  J.  Drake,  Charles  John  K.  Duer,  Lyman 
R.  Law,  James  C.  Williamson,  Stephen  D.Frence- 
ord,  George  W.  Rodgers;  Philip  H.  Van  Antwerp, 
captain’s  clerk;  N.  R.  Hall,  boatswain;  Josiah 
Carpenter,  gunner;  George  B.  Blackford,  sail  ma- 
ker; Miles  A.  Wilson,  carpenter;  James  S.  Sloan, 
purser’s  steward. 

Officers  who  came  passengers:  comd’t.  Andrew 
Fitzhugh,  of  U.  S.  N.;  AbrahamS.  Ten  Eyck,  do.; 
captain  Philemon  Gatewood,  of  the  revenue  ser- 
vice; lieut.  T.  M.  Washington;  purser  Henry  Et- 
ting;  midshipman  Robert  Burts. 

The  U.  S.  Irigate  Columbia  and  sloop  of  war 
John  Mams  were  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  the  16th  of 
July,  and  were  to  sail  in  a few  days  for  the  East 
Indies.  The  Fairfield  was  to  sail  in  a few  days  for 
Pernambuco.  The  Independence  and  Dolphin,  from 
the  river  Plate,  were  daily  looked  for  at  Rio. 

Health  of  the  cities.  In  New  York  last  week  there 
were  215  deaths — being  23  more  than  in  the  preced- 
ing week. 

In  Philadelphia  last  week  there  were  146  deaths 
*-—46  adults  and  100  children.  In  the  preceding 
week  the  deaths  were  145. 

In  Baltimore  last  week  there  were  75  deaths — 17 
adults  and  53  children — being  11  more  than  in  the 
preceding  week. 

Health  of  Charleston.  Referring  to  “the  prevail- 
ing epidemic,”  the  Stranger’s  Fever,  which  now  af- 
flicts our  sister  city,  the  Courier  of  the  25th  says — 

That  many  of  the  cases  that  have  occurred  have 
been  of  a violent  character,  and  fatal  in  their  termi- 
nation is  the  fact,  and  such  has  been  usually  the 
case,  when  the  disease  has  prevailed.  Besides 
which,  the  weather  has  been  peculiarly  unfavora- 
ble for  a number  of  days  past,  continual  soaking 
rains,  with  an  occasionally  peering  forth  of  the 
sickly-looking  sun,  just  to  open  the  pores  of  the 
earth,  and  allow  the  vapors  to  rise,  only  again  to  be 
overclouded,  and  avalanches  of  rain  to  be  poured 
again  upon  the  earth. 

We  distinctly  express  the  opinion  that  all  who 
are  only  temporary  residents  of  the  city,  and  who 
have  the  means  of  going  away  for  a season,  should 
do  so  a ithoul  any  delay — and  have  no  doubt  that 
the  destitute  portion  of  our  population  who  may  be 
subject  to  the  disease,  will  be  furnished  with  the 
means  of  leaving  by  the  proper  authorities. 

The  Mercury  of  the  27th  August  says — 

It  is  important  to  remark,  that  the  stranger’s  fever 
is  confined  to  strangers,  of  whom  there  has  been  a 
larger  influx  this  season,  than  for  many  years  pre- 
vious. 

There  was  yesterday  a favorable  change  in  the 
weather,  the  rain  ceasing  and  the  wind  shifting  to 
a more  healthy  quarter. 

Health  of  New  Orleans.  The  Bulletin  of  the  22d 
ult.  says — 

Up  to  the  present  time,  our  city  may  be  pronounc- 
ed free  from  any  epidemic,  and  as  exempt  from  dis- 
ease generally  as  any  city  of  the  same  size  in  the 
United  States.  The  summer  has,  throughout,  been 
remarkably  cool  and  pleasant;  so  much  so,  as  to  be 
the  subject  of  remark  and  congratulation  among 
our  citizens.  But  how  long  our  population  is  to  be 
thus  favored,  none  can  tell.  We  ourselves  have 
very  little  apprehension  of  an  epidemic.  So  far  as 
has  been  reported,  only  three  cases  of  yellow  fever 
made  their  appearance  in  the  city  during  the  present 
month,  two  in  the  hospital  of  doctor  McFarlane 
and  one  in  the  Charity  hospital.  All  of  these  origi- 
nated on  the  levee,  and  considering  the  habits  of  the 
people  to  be  found  in  that  quarter,  their  exposure 
to  a hot  sun  and  all  kinds  of  weather,  and  their  total 
recklessness  of  precaution,  the  wonder  is  that  the 
mortality  has  been  so  limited. 

A Berlin  chemist  having  discovered  a secret  of 
distilling  brandy  from  common  herbs,  by  a most 
economical  process,  a temperance  society  in  that 
capital,  alarmed  for  the  health  and  morals  of  the 
population,  have,  it  is  asserted,  offered  him  75,000 
florins  not  to  publish  his  secret. 

The  French  frigate  Didon,  and  sloop  of  war 
Lt  Berger,  got  under  way  on  Saturday,  and  drop- 
ped down  below  the  Narrows,  New  York  harbor, 
and  went  from  thence  to  sea  on  Sunday,  with  a 
fine  breeze  from  N.  W 


Mr.  Rush,  who  arrived  at  New  York  in  the  Me- 
diator from  London,  brings  with, him,  in  English  gold 
coin,  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  which  he  has  receiv- 
ed from  the  English  court  of  chancery  forthe  Unit- 
ed States,  amounting,  we  understand,  to  four  or  five 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  for  the  purpose 
of  founding,  under  this  munificent  donation  of  the 
testator,  an  institution  at  Washington  for  the  pro- 
motion of  science  and  letters  in  the  United  States. 
The  testator,  it  may  perhaps  be  remembered,  was 
a natural  sou  of  the  late  duke  of  Northumberland; 
and  Mr.  Rush’s  return  with  the  whole  of  the  be- 
quest, considering  all  w7e  bear  of  the  delays  and 
uncertainties  of  the  English  court  of  chancery,  and 
considering  the  interesting  nature  of  the  bequest, 
may  well  be  regarded  as  a subject  of  public  con- 
gratulation. [N.  Y.  Evening  Post. 

James  Wright,  who  fled  from  this  city  several 
months  since,  to  avoid  a suit  instituted  against  him 
forthe  murder  of  an  Indian,  has  been  arrested,  at 
Bexar,  with  an  accomplice  named  Slade,  for  the 
robbery  of  the  church  at  that  place.  About  sixty 
pounds  of  silver,  including  the  candlesticks  and  one 
or  two  silver  images,  were  found  in  their  possession. 
They  were  therefore  immediately  convicted  and 
severely  whipped.  They  were  afterwards  placed 
under  the  charge  of  an  escort  of  four  men,  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  them  to  Houston,  but  at  Co- 
lumbus the  escort  was  intercepted  by  the  sheriff  of 
Colorado  county,  and  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  the 
prisoners  were  released!  They  have  since  gone  to 
Demitt's  landing,  and  it  is  supposed  that  they  intend 
escaping  to  the  United  States.  [Texas  Tel. 

Curious  coincidence.  That  the  English  are  a loyal 
people  cannot  be  doubted.  A curious  compliment 
to  the  sovereign  is  noticed  in  the  Literary  Gazette, 
in  which  it  is  stated  that  Mrs.  Mottram,  the  earn 
sposa  of  a gentleman  residing  near  the  Foundling 
hospital,  presented  her  husband  with  a baby  on  the 
morning  Of  the  day  of  George  IV.’s  coronation;  she 
did  the  same  on  the  morning  of  William  IV. ’s;  and 
to  crown  all,  she  did  the  same  on  the  morning  of  the 
youthful  Victoria’s  coronation  day.  Very  provok- 
ing to  Mr.  Mottram,  no  doubt,  who  was  thus  thrice 
prevented  seeing  the  procession,  as  he  conceived 
himself  bound  in  common  decency  and  politeness 
to  remain  at  home.  [ V.  F.  Amer. 

The  Mormons.  The  St.  Louis  (Missouri)  Gazette 
of  the  17th  ult.  contains  the  following  under  date 
of  Buffalo  city,  Missouri,  Augustllth. 

“A  disturbance  has  broken  out  in  Caldwell  coun- 
ty, between  the  Mormons  and  other  citizens.  1 
have  not  heard  what  was  ihe  commencement,  but 
it  is  stated  here  that  Smith  is  going  round  with  a 
company  of  from  100  to  150  armed  men,  headed  by 
Lyman  White,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  those 
persons  who  do  not  belong  to  their  church  to  sign 
a papvr  promising  not  to  molest  them.  I am  told 
that  they  compel  those  to  sign  who  are  not  willing. 
A deputation  has  left  Richmond  to  request  Smith 
and  White  to  surrender  to  the  civil  authority.  If 
they  do  not  do  so,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  militia 
of  this  county  to  go  and  bring  them  in.  So  say 
persons  that  attended  at  Richmond.  More  of  it  by 


the  next  mail.  L.  B.  F. 

Colton  and  tobacco  at  New  Orleans.  The  Bee 
states  that  the  stock  of  those  articles  at  New  Or- 
leans on  the  20th  August  was  as  follows:. 

Colton.  Bales. 

At  presses  and  in  warehouses,  - - - 8,807 
On  ship  board  not  cleared,  - - - - 5,234 


Stock  on  hand  on  Monday,  - - - - 14,041 

Cleared  since,  - - 635 


13,406 

Tobacco. 

In  warehouses, 3,612 

On  ship  board  not  cleared,  - - - - 1,145 


Stock  on  hand  on  Monday,  - - - - 4,757 
Cleared  since,  - --  --  --  - 473 


4,009 

Population  of  Florida.  Mr.  Robert  Butler  pub- 
lishes a card  in  the  Tallahassee  Watchman,  ad- 
dressed to  the  citizens  of  Leon  county,  “in  which 
he  states  his  having  received  official  information, 
lhat*the  late  census  gives  a deficit  of  nearly  nine 
thousand  in  population  to  entitle  us  to  enter  into  a 
state  government  under  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States” — and  in  consequence,  has  with- 
drawn his  name  fiom  the  list  of  candidates. 

An  establishment  is  about  to  be  formed  in  the 
neighborhood  of  St.  Petersburg  for  rearing  silk- 
worms on  a new  system,  the  worms  being  led  upon 
other  leaves  than  those  of  the  mulberry-tree,  and 
from  which  new  food  they  are  said  to  produce  as 
good  silk  as  that  of  Piedmont. 


The  Eastern  railroad  was  opened  with  due  cere- 
mony on  Monday  last.  Such  was  the  crowd,  howev- 
er, that  the  cars  from  Boston  to  Salem  could  not  take 
up  the  Lynn  folks,  who  appear  to  have  been  much 
offended.  At  the  railroad  depot  at  Salem,  the 
guests,  to  the  number  of  600  partook  of  a sumptu- 
ous dinner.  Major  Saltonstall,  of  Salem,  presided. 
Addresses  were  made  by  him,  and  Mr.  Peabody, 
president  oi  the  company,  and  great  .egret  express- 
ed about  the  affair  at  Lynn,  as  the  people  of  that 
town  had  liberally  patronised  the  road.  Speeches 
were  made  also  by  the  lion.  R.  C.  Winthrop,  of 
Boston,  Mr.  Girard,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Duncan,  of 
New  Orleans,  &c. 

We  have  no  room  at  present  for  more  than  one 
toast: 

By  col.  Winthrop,  [after  an  allusion  to  the  fact 
that  it  formerly  took  two  days  to  travel  from  Bos- 
ton to  Salem]  Our  fathers — Though  they  were 

destined  to  go  afoot,  yet,  by  their  virtues,  their  sa- 
crifices, and  their  republican  principles,  they  laid  a 
track  by  which  their  sons  may  go  ahead. 

Tuesday  being  the  first  day  of  the  regular 
running  of  the  cars  on  the  Eastern  railroad,  there 
were  thirteen  hundred  passengers  carried  on  the 
railroad  from  Boston  to  Salem. 

Rise  of  ihe  lakes.  The  New  York  Journal 
of  Commerce  says:  “A  gentleman  who  has  just  re- 
turned from  the  west,  states  that  forests  of  oaks 
have  been  killed  by  the  rise  of  the  waters  in  the 
lakes,  and  that  some  of  the  trees,  on  being  cut 
down,  are  found  to  be  marked  with  the  growth  of 
a hundred  and  forty  years;  thus  proving  that  during 
that  long  period,  the  waters  had  not  before  been  so 
high  as  at  present.  The  cataract  of  Niagara  has 
gained  in  grandeur,  while  many  cultivated  farms 
are  now  only  to  be  found  under  water,  and  the  city 
lots  which  had  been  sold  for  thousands  of  dollars, 
are  in  the  same  submerged  condition.  Dwelling 
houses,  barns,  &c.  stand  “in  the  water  and  out  of 
the  water,”  and  the  fences  which  once  divided  es- 
tates, now  only  divide  “watery  wastes.”  The  rise 
has  been  regularly  going  on  lor  seven  years,  and 
irregularly  lor  seven  more.  It  is,  however,  stated 
in  the  Buffalo  Advertiser,  that  within  the  last  two 
or  three  months,  owing  probably  to  the  great  eva- 
poration by  heat,  the  water  has  fallen  a few  inches. 
Lake  Erie  is  now  about  four  feet  higher  than  in 
1825,  and  Lake  Ontario  about  six  and  a half  feet 
higher. 

Tarring  and  feathering.  The  use  of  the  tar  and 
feathers  in  the  punishment  of  crime  is  one  of  great 
antiquity.  Richard  I.  in  his  voyage  to  the  Holy 
Land,  ordained  thus:  “If  any  one  is  convicted  of 
theft,  let  his  head  be  sh'aved,  like  champion’s;  let 
melted  pitch  be  poured  upon  it,  and  feathers  shaken 
over  it,  that  he  may  be  known;  and  let  him  be  set 
on  shore  at  the  first  land  to  which  the  ship  ap- 
proaches.” 

Owing  to  the  unusually  low  stage  of  the  waters 
of  the  Ohio  river,  goods  from  New  York,  destined 
for  cities  on  the  Ohio,  have  bepn  sent  by  the  circui- 
tous route  of  the  Erie  canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  up 
the  lake  to  Cleveland,  thence  through  the  Ohio  ea- 
nal  three  hundred  miles  to  Portsmouth,  on  the  river, 
and  thence  by  steamboats  to  the  place  of  destination. 

The  periodical  press  in  the  Austrian  dominions 
has  become  greatly  extended  within  the  last  few 
years.  The  journals  now  published,  literary  and 
political,  amount  to  76:  of  which,  22  appear  at 
Vienna,  25  at  Milan,  10  in  Lombardy,  7 at  Venice, 

5 at  Verona,  and  7 in  Galicia  and  Hungary'. 

American  ingenuity.  Messrs.  William  Norris  & 

Co.  of  Philadelphia,  have  just  completed  a supe- 
rior locomotive  engine,  which  is  intended  for  the 
Austrian  rail  road  between  Dresden  and  Prague. — 
This  is  the  second  engine  made  by  Messrs.  Norris 

6 Co.  for  Austria. 

An  elegant  sword  is  to  be  presented  to  brigadier 
gen.  Brady,  of  the  U.  S.  army,  at  Harrisburg  on  the 
17th  September,  in  conformity  with  a resolution 
unanimously  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania legislature. 

Longevity.  The  Dedham  Gazette  states  that 
three  aged  matrons,  sisters,  whose  ages  are  93,  90, 
and  87,  met  in  company  in  West  Dedham  a few 
days  since,  not  having  seen  each  other  for  nearly 
thirty  years. 

On  the“8th  ult.,  an  attempt  was  made  to  set  fire 
to  the  Georgia  penitentiary  at  Milledgeville,  by  one 
of  the  convicts.  The  plot  was  discovered  in  time 
to  prevent  any  damage. 

It  is  stated  in  a Missouri  paper  that  that  state 
will  at  the  next  census  have  a population  of  at  least 
half  a million. 

Upwards  of  forty  thousand  pounds  of  maple  su- 
gar have  been  manufactured  in  Acworth,  (N.  H.) 
the  present  season. 
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ftCrThe  editor  of  the  “Register”  respectfully  returns 
liis  thanks' to  his  neighbors  and  the  firemen  ot  the  city, 
for  their  efforts  in  rescuing  his  property  from  destruction 
on  Tuesday  last:  and  especially  to  those  by  whose  active 
and  unwearied  exertions  the  volumes  of  the  “Register 
in  the  paper  room  were  preserved  from  the  effects  of  the 
water  thrown  upon  the  building. 

The  fire  on  our  premises  was  caused  by  a neighbor’s 
chimney  taking  fire;  and  had  it  occurred  at  night  in- 
stead of  mid-day,  must  have  resulted  in  the  total  de- 
struction of  our  office  and  the  adjoining  buildings. 

£5“ The  baron  Mareschal,  minister  plenipotentiary 
from  the  emperor  of  Austria  to  the  United  States,  and 
Mr.  C.  Hulsman,  secretary  to  the  Austrian  legation, 
arrived  in  Philadelphia  on  Tuesday. 

JKrWe  have  before  us  some  additional  returns  of  the 
recent  elections,  but  have  resolved  to  wait  for  the  official 
accounts. 

Henry  L.  Pinckney  has  been  re-elected  mayor  of 
Charleston,  S.  C.  The  following  is  the  result  of  the 
poll:  H.  L.  Pihckney,  COO;  col.  James  Lynah,  575;  Dr. 
Joseph  Johnson , 203;  Dr.  J.  IT.  Schmidt,  141. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  left  the  White 
Sulphur  springs  on  the  27th  ult.  for  the  Blue  Sulphur 
springs,  accompanied  by  the  secretary  of  war  and 
family,  and  was  thence  to  repair  to  the  Red  Sulphur. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  has  recognized 
Johan  Frederick  Christian  Ules,  as  consul  of  his  majesty 
the  king  of  Saxony  for  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

Maine.  It  is  stated  in  the  Boston  papers  that  gov. 
Kent  has  appointed  Messrs.  Dean,  Norton  and  Irish, 
commissioners  to  run  the  boundary  line.  See  page  18.) 

Referring  to  the  appointment  of  the  commissioners, 
the  Boston  Atlas  says — 

The  alarm  which  has  been  expressed  by  divers  jour- 
nals in  this  city  and  elsewhere,  at  the  idea  of  running 
the  boundary,  as  though  it  were  a belligerent  act,  and 
likely  to  lead  to  an  immediate  collision  with  the  British 
authorities,  seems  to  us  wholly  unfounded.  This  survey 
has  nothing  belligerent  in  it.  It  is  perfectly  peaceful  in 
its  nature.  It  is  not  intended  to  be  definitive;  but  it  is 
only  an  attempt  towards  a discovery  of  the  true  boun- 
dary. Under  these  circumstances,  we  do  not  imagine 
that  lord  Durham,  or  any  of  the  subordinate  British  au- 
thorities will  deem  it  any  part  of  their  duty  to  throw  any 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  survey.  Certainly  this  at- 
tempt at  discovering  the  boundary  line,  is  in  no  respect 
a more  belligerent’act,  than  the  geological  survey,  or- 
dered by  the  government  of  Maine,  and  with  which  the 
British  au’horities  did  not  attempt  to  interfere. 

Health  of  Charleston.  The  “Mercury”  of  the 
3d  inst.  contains  the  following  gratifying  information: 

“We  have  the  gratification  of  announcing  positively 
on  the  concurring  testimony  of  our  principal  physi- 
cians, that  the  fever  has  considerably  decreased,  both 
in  the  frequency  and  intensity  of  its  attacks.  The  few 
cases  of  recent  occurrence  have  yielded  leadily  to  the 
remedies  applied,  and  with  a continuance  of  the  present 
favorable  and  pleasant  weather,  we  may  hope  that  con- 
trary to  the  experience  of  former  years,  the  disease  will 
disappear  entirely  long  before  frost. 

The  Creeks.  The  Arkansas  Gazette,  of  August  3, 
says:  “It  gives  us  pleasure  to  publish  the  following  ex- 
tract of  a letter  from  our  old  friend,  col.  James  Logan, 
agent  for  the  Creek  Indians  in  the  west: 

I have  been  on  the  eve  of  writing  to  you  several 
times,  particularly  when'I  see  any  thing  in  your  paper 
about  the  probability  of  a war  with  the  Creek  Indians. 
It  is  ridiculous  to  talk  about  such  a thing.  I have  been 
travelling  among  the  Creeks  since  the  first  of  May,  in 
order  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  them,  and  can 
say  that,  instead  of  preparing  for  war,  they  are  emu- 
lously  engaged  in  the  arts  of  peace.  They  are  making 
more  corn  than  I ever  saw  in  one  country  before,  and 
are  becoming  well  satisfied.  I never  talk  with  them  on 
the  subject  of  war  with  the  whites,  but  stimulate  them 
with  the  prospect  of  becoming  a prosperous  and  happy 
people.  They  are  desirous  of  mixing  with  the  white 
people,  and  becoming  wise,  as  they  call  it,  like  them. 
I am  now  on  my  way  to  the  Indian  country,  whither  I 
shall  move  my  family  by  Christmas.” 

Tiie  fair  of  the  New  York  Mechanics’  Insti- 
tute was  opened  on  Monday  last,  at  Castle  Garden, 
and  displayed  a great  variety  of  useful  inventions  and 
beautiful  and  tasteful  articles,  evincing  great  improve- 
ment in  every  branch  of  manufacture.  We  will  here- 
a.tor  give  a somewhat  detailed  account  of  the  exhibi- 
tion,  but  we  must  now  make  room  for  the  following 
noticfc/jf  an  article  closely  connected  with  our  infant 
manufa\iures. 
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A genuine  relic.  Among  the  choice  articles  of  mo- 
dern manufacture  now  exhibiting  at  the  fair  of  the  Me- 
chanics’ institute,  there  is  none  that  can,  for  uniqueness 
of  appearance,  come  near  a cradle  maid  in  1641,  one 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  yea  s ago,  which  may  or 
was  to  be  seen  yesterday  morning,  opposite  the  en- 
trance to  the  circle  of  the  Castle  Garden.  It  is  indeed 
a most  ancient  looking  affair,  made  of  common  wood, 
and  has  the  appearance  of  a box,  and  is  worm-eaten 
and  mildewed. 

It  was  discovered  by  one  of  the  exhibitors  in  a store 
in  Washington  street,  and  at  his  request  the  owner  al- 
lowed him  to  take  it  to  the  fair.  Upon  it  are  two  pa- 
pers, which  are  as  great  curiosities  ns  the  things  them- 
selves. Wc  give  them  verbatim  et  literatim. 

“200  years  old  maid  1641.  the  cradle  I sold  to-day 
is  the  one  in  with  the  Brave  Walker  fought  the  siege  of 
Londonderry  Capt  Ash.  it  came  to  me  through  my  an- 
cestors. Jotin  Dickerson. 

“The  cradle  I sold  to  day  is  the  one  in  which  the 
Brave  Walker  who  fough  and  Conquered  at  thi  siege 
of  Londonderry  was  Racked,  it  Cam  to  me  through 
&c. 

“the  brave  Dot  Edwards  of  shaw  House  who  was 
Alderman  of  ] . Derry  was  ailso  upin  it  who  was  Grand 
sire  to  my  wife  Margaret  Dickson.” 

England  and  America.  The  Intelligencer  contains 
a letter  from  London  giving  an  account  of  a dinner  in 
honor- of  Mr.  Ewart,  a wealthy  merchant,  and  the  ex- 
member of  parliament,  for  Liverpool.  There  were 
present  several  Americans  of  distinction,  who  were  re- 
ceived in  the  kindest  manner. 

The  chairman,  the  member  for  Kilkenny,  gave  “ The 
United  States  of  America — May  we  ever  be  united  with 
them  in  the  bonds  of  peace  and  amity.'' 

This  toast  was  received  with  rapturous  applause. 

The  chair  next  gave  the  health  of  Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith, 
a member  of  congress  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Smith,  in  returning  thanks,  said:  “The  gratifi- 
cation which  he  felt  in  witnessing  such  affection  for  li- 
berty arid  America  could  only  be  known  to  the  travel- 
ler who  was  permitted  to  drink  at  the  fountain  head  of 
freedom.  Americans  never  forget  that  the  sacred  rock 
in  their  own  country,  which  sent  its  thousand  streams 
of  freedom  over  the  land,  was  first  smitted  by  the  in- 
spired arm  of  Englishmen.  He  hoped  the  two  coun- 
tries would  continue  forever  united  in  the  bonds  of 
friendship.” 

This  last  sentence  was  received  with  loud  cheers. 

From  South  Africa.  Files  from  Grahamtown  to 
June  7th  represent  that  on  April  6th,  a force  of  200 
mounted  men  set  out  to  obtain  revenge  of  the  Zoolu 
chief  Dingaan  for  the  atrocities  he  had  committed  in 
the  murder  of  the  Dutch  settlers.  The  army  of  the 
chief  was  drawn  up  in  three  divisions,  and  the  Dutch 
troops  completely  routed  in  regular  field  fight,  leaving 
their  commander  and  twenty  others  dead.  On  the 
same  day  a reinforcement  of  800  Dutch  from  Porto 
Natal  came  up,  and  were  furiously  attacked  by  Din- 
gaan’s  whole  force  of  12,009,  flushed  with  victory,  and 
totally  cut  to  pieces,  only  239  escaping  alive.  Loss  of 
the  Zoolus  supposed  to  be  1,000.  The  savages  after- 
wards ravaged  Port.  Natal.  The  American  missiona- 
ries had  previously  departed.  [ N . Y.  Star. 

Horrid  affair  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.  On  the  night 
of  the  23d  July,  some  10  or  15  young  men  undertook  to 
inflict  punishment  on  a German  family  of  this  town,  a 
father  and  three  sons  named  Flekenstein,  who  were 
accused  of  keeping  a bad  house.  J.  A.  Ilelt,  a young 
German,  led  the  way.  and  ascending  a staircase  fired 
and  wounded  one  of  the  sons  in  the  jaw,  when  a volley 
of  from  four  to  five  shots  were  returned,  and  Kelt’s  skull 
and  brains  blown  against  the  wall.  His  comrades  then 
ran  off 

The  grave  of  Jefferson.  At  the  recent  Harvest 
Home  celebration  in  Delaware  county,  Mr.  Geo.  Leiper 
stated  that  he  lately  visited  the  grave  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
and  found  it  in  a forlorn  condition.  It  is  on  the  estate 
at  Monticello,  which,  we  believe,  is  owned  by  lieute- 
nant Levy,  now  in  Europe.  Mr.  Leiper  says — “The 
neglected  and  dilapidated  home  of  the  patriot  and  phi- 
losopher showed  the  ravages  of  time,  and  the  whistling 
wind  of  a cold  December  morning  piercing  every  cre- 
vice of  this  celebrated  mansion  gave  a solemnity  to  the 
occasion,  and  a scope  to  reflection  not  easily  to  be  for- 

fotten.  The  only  person  I met  there  was  a polite  old 
risk  lady,  who,  for  a small  fee,  gratified  the  curiosity  of 
the  stranger  and  traveller  by  throwing  open  the  empty 
and  cheerless  rooms  for  their  inspection.  How  chang- 
ed every  thing  was  from  what  it  bad  been.  Patriotism, 
philosophy,  family  fashions,  friendship,  all  had  fled  and 
vanished  with  the  master  spirit  who  directed  them. 
Alone  I visited  his  grave.  The  gate  of  the  garden  was 
open,  and  on  the  right  side,  a short  distance  from  the 
entrance,  a few  bricks  laid  on  the  flat  side  distinguish- 


ed the  grave  of  Jefferson  from  the  others  within  the  en- 
closure.” 

Importations  at  New  York.  We  are  indebted  to 
one  of  our  importing  merchants  for  the  following  tran- 
script of  a table  which  he  keeps  for  his  own  informa- 
tion. The  importations  in  August  prove  that  some  ether 
people  saw  land  in  the  spring  besides  ourselves.  Our 
friend  sa^s,  “The  annexed  table  represents  the  number 
of 'packages  of  British  dry  goods,  which  have  been  im- 
ported into  New  York,  in  the  periods  specified.  The 
information  has  been  taken  from  the  shipping  list,  or 
paper  so  called.  All  consignments  to  drygoods  houses 
have  been  deemed  dry  goods;  and  where  goods  were 
put  down  to  order,  bales  and  cases  have  generally , but 
not  always,  been  supposed  to  be  dry  goods,  and  casks, 
barrels,  &c.  hardware. 


Importations  of  British  dry  goods  at  the  port  of  New 
York,  stated  in  packages: 


1833. 

1834. 

1835. 

1836. 

1837. 

1838. 

Jan. 

3,441 

1,040 

8,860 

14,005 

16,372 

5,100 

Feb. 

5,236 

11,394 

7,225 

7,876 

5,736 

10,717 

1,325 

Mch. 

5,671 

10,850 

3,299 

11,359 

11,400 

April, 

5,836 

2,506 

7,982 

8,183 

3,818 

2,163 

May, 

3.764 

2,438 

6,306 

11,469 

2,616 

2,339 

June, 

3,660 

2,630 

7,821 

17,605 

3,017 

2,037 

July, 

5,968 

4,087 

12,475 

9,274 

1,349 

4,061 

Aug. 

10,395 

7,263 

14,888 

15,796 

2,373 

9,395 

Sept. 

3,300 

5,726 

9,403 

10,384 

2,136 

Oct. 

2,739 

6,365 

6,332 

4,327 

1,015 

Nov. 

2,839 

2,276 

6,849 

1,229 

4,472 

250 

Dec. 

3,178 

4,253 

3,189 

1,020 

56,618 

63,431 

90.077  118,000  50,417  37,820 
[IV.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Banks,  currency,  &c.  It  is  stated  in  the  New 
York  American,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  Smithsonian 
bequest — about  half  a million— have  been  loaned  to  the 
new  bank  in  that  city,  organizing  under  the  presidency 
of  Mr.  Beers,  on  the  security  of  an  equal  amount  of 
Arkansas  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  6 percent. 

Georgia  banks.  The  Augusta  Chronicle  of  the  5th 
inst.  says:  “We  learn  that  all  the  banks  in  Columbia 
will  <resume  specie  payments  on  the  1st  October  next. 
The  Bank  of  Rome  will  also  resume  on  that  day. — 
There  remain  now  but  two  banks  in  this  state  to  hear 
from,  viz. — the  Bank  of  HawkinsviUe  and  the  Bank  of 
Sr.  Mary’s,  both  of  which  institutions  we  have  no 
doubt  will  be  able  to  resume  on  the  same  day.” 

The  supreme  court  of  Massachusetts  ha»  appointed 
a receiver  to  close  up  the  affairs  of  the  Roxbury  bank, 
and  a large  amount  of  bills  of  the  new  emission  has 
been  returned  to  the  bank.  It  is  not  known  what  steps 
have  been  taken  to  redeem  the  free  circutetion. 

It  is  stated  that  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia has  already  redeemed  $122,410  8ti  of  the 
county  certificates  of  loan  under  the  denomination  of 
five  dollars.  _ % . 

Specie.  From  the  returns  received  at  the’ciTstem 
house  at  New  York,  it  appears  that  there  has  ITeerrtm-  - 
ported  into  that  district  in  specie,  from  the  20th  of  Au* 


gust  to  the  1st  of  September, $^75, 643 

And  exported  during  the  same  period,  ■>  - - 1,520 


j.  o i i ^ “I 

The  deposile  system.  The  Richmond  Enquirer  says: 
“It  may  gratify  our  correspondent,  as  well  as  the  public 
at  large,  to  know  what  is  the  practice  at  present.  Wo 
understand  that  the  collector  and  the  postmaster  of  this 
cily  receive  Virginia  bank  notes  as  cash,  for  customs 
and  postage,  and  deposite  the  same  in  bank,  the  latter 
holding  themselves  bound  to  pay  specie,  if  retfuirtd — 
just  as  was  the  practice  two  years  ago.’’ 

The  U.  S.  Bank  yesterday  notified  most,  if  not  all, 
the  holders  of  protested  post  notes,  that  the  bank  was 
rtady  to  pay  them.  So  these  twelve  per  cents,  are 
likely  to  disappear.  The  notice  was  not  at  all  desired 
by  the  holders  of  the  notes,  for  in  the  abundance  of 
money  which  now  exists  in  Wall  street,  the  thought-of 
one  per  cent,  a month  on  a few  thousand,  was  very 
comforting.  [ Journal  of  Commerce. 

Another  bank.  The  New  York  Commercial  says 
another  association  under  the  new  banking  law  lias 
been  formed  at  Rochester,  with  a capitafof  $500,000, 
with  the  privilege  of  increasing  it  to  $3,000,000.  Im- 
mediately after  the  books  were  opened,  $150,000  were 
subscribed;  and  the  residue  will  betaken  up  forthwith. 
The  directors  have  been  already  chosen,  and  the  insti- 
tutions will  go  into  operation,  as  soon,  probably,  as  the 
bills  can  be  procured. 

Frontier  difficulties.  The  Army  and  Navy 
Chronicle  says  the  requisition  of  gen.  Gaines  upon  the 
governors  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  for  ten  thou- 
sand volunteers,  has  been  submitted  to  the  secretary  of 
war,  and,  in  reply,  the  governors  of  those  states  have 
been  informed  that  the  executive  lias  no  authority  to 
call  out  or  to  accept  the-servicesof  volunteers.  Should 
the  contingency  referred  to  arise,  and  it  may  be  neces- 
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sary  to  call  for  troops,  a militia  force  is  the  only  descrip- 
tion that  could  be  required  or  received.  Such  a requi- 
sition will  not  be  made  without  more  precise  informa- 
tion of  the  designs  of  the  Indians  alluded  to. 

Pirates  taken.  The  New  York  papers  state  that 
' the  U.  S.  ship  Cyane,  on  her  recent  voyage  to  the  Medi- 
terranean, spoke  the  Hibernia,  capt.  Cobb,  who  inform- 
ed capt.  P.  that  the  English  brig  Isabella  had  a short 
time  previous  been  robbed  by  pirates  not  many  miles 
from  where  the  two  ships  then  were;  and  accordingly 
capt.  P.  determined,  if  possible,  to  overhaul  the  rascals 
and  bring  them  to  justice.  Touching  at  the  Western 
Islands,  he  there  learned  that  the  pirates  were  bound  to 
Santa  Cruz,  Teneriffe,  for  which  port  she  sailed  im- 
mediately, and  on  her  arrival  found  the  pirate  in  the 
harbor  at  anchor.  Information  was  given  to  the  Eng- 
lish consul,  and  the  pirates  were  taken  and  put  in 
prison  to  meet  their  trial  at  San’a  Cruz.  The  Cyane 
sailed  on  the  28th  July  for  Madeira  on  her  way  to 
Tangier. 

Appointments.  The  following  named  persons,  ap- 

gointed  second  lieutenants  in  the  army  of  the  United 
tates,  will  take  rank  according  to  the  numbers  op- 
posed to  their  names,  viz 
1.  F.  Van  Lieu, 

2.  William  E.  Prince, 

3.  W.  J.  Newton, 

4.  Geo.  C.  Westcott, 

5.  A.  T.  Hoffman, 

6.  J.  II.  Gore, 

7.  A.  S.  Taylor, 

8.  J.  B.  Shepherd, 

9.  A.  .1.  Field, 

10.  N.  B.  Rossel, 

11.  W.  H.  Saunders, 

12.  S.  E.  Muse, 

13.  D.  T.  Chandler, 

14.  G.  W.  T.  Wood, 


1 Aug.  1838,  6th  infantry. 

1 Aug.  1838,  1st  infantry. 

1 Aug.  1838,  2d  dragoons. 
1 Aug.  1838,  2d  infantry. 

1 Aug.  1833,  2d  infantry. 

1 Aug.  1838,  4th  infantry. 

1 Aug.  1838,  5th  infantry. 

1 Aug.  1838,  7th  infantry. 

1 Aug.  1838,  6th  infantry. 

1 Aug.  1838,  5th  infantry. 

1 Aug.  1838,  2d  dragoons. 
1 Aug.  1838,  1st  infantry. 

1 Aug.  1838,  3d  infantry. 

1 Aug.  1838,  1st  infantry. 
Adj.  general’s  office,  Washington,  5 Sept.  1838. 

L.  Thomas,  ass't  adj’l  gen. 

Lieut.  W.  M.  D.  McKresack,  of  the.  5th  infantry, 
declines  the  appointment  of  1st  lieut.  in  the  8th  in- 
fantry. 

Lieut.  Joseph  H.  Whipple,  of  the  5th  infantry,  has 
been  appointed  first  lieut.  in  the  8th  infantry. 

Correction.  ‘In  the  Chronicle  of  the  16th  ult.,  the 
names  of  the  adjutants  of  several  of  the  regiments  were 
published.  In  the  2d  inf.,  lieut.  J.  M.  Hill  was  ap- 
pointed adjutant  on  the  8th  of  May  last,  vice  Smith, 
promoted;  and  lieut.  J.  M.  Clenuenin,  adjutant,  vice 
Hdl,  appointed  A.  Q.  M.  [Army  fy  Navy  Chron. 

The  Army.  ( General  orders,  No.  36.)  Adjutant  ge- 
neral’s office,  Washington,  Sept.  6,  1838.  The  several 
field  and  company  officers  temporarily  detached  from 
their  regiments,  for  service  on  the  northern  frontiers, 
or  elsewhere,  and  all  officers  absent  on  leave  will  pro- 
ceed without  delay  to  join  their  proper  regiments  and 
comparfies  in  Florida,  the  Cherokee  country,  and  the 
south  western  frontiers. 

The  graduates  of  July,  1833,  appointed  second  lieu- 
tenants, and  subsequently  ordered  to  service  in  the  field, 
will  join*tl*eir  respective  regiments  without  delay. 

By  order  of  major  general  Macomb, 

R.  Jones,  adjutant  general. 

Cbili.  From,  the  New  Yorl;  Courier  of  yesterday. 
By  tire  arrival  at  this  port  yesterday  of  the  ship  Con- 
gress-, capt.  Bissoll,  from  Mazatlan,  via  Valparaiso,  we 
have  Valparaiso  dates  to  the  18th  June.  The  country 
continues  in  a very  unsettled  state.  The  town  was  be- 
seiged  and  blockaded  by  the  government  forces. 

•The  U.  S.  schooner  Boxer,  capt.  Nicholson,  was  at 
Mazatlan,  where  she  rendered  essential  service  in  the 
protection  of  American  commerce.  The  Boxer  ac- 
companied the  Congress  off  the  coast,  and  was  to  re- 
turn and  sail  for  Callao  in  two  or  three  da3's,  touching 
at  San  Bias  and  Panama.  The  American  squadron 
Y'as.all  to  leeward. 

Another  expedition  was  fitting  out  by  the  Chilian 
government  for  the  coast  of  Peru.  It  was  expected  to 
sail  in  July,  with  force  sufficient  for  the  reduction  of 
Callao.  The  French  vessels  of  war,  it  appears,  refus- 
ed to  respect  the  blockade  of  Callao:  and  conveyed 
French  and  other  vessels  into  that  port. 

No  later  accounts  had  been  received  from  Lima. 

French  blockade  of  Mexico.  This  subject  was  no- 
ticed in  the  house  of  commons,  on  the  20th  July  as  fol- 
lows— 

Mr  Mackinnon  wished  to  know  whether  the  French 
government  had  given  due  notice  to  the  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  affairs  of  the  blockade  which  they  had 
established  at  Vera  Cruz;  and  if  so,  why  he  had  not 
given  immediate  notice  to  the  British  merchants,  in  or 
der  to  prevent  all  possible  expense  and  inconvenience? 
A vessel,  he  understood,  had  been  seized,  having  on 
board  machinery  of  a very  valuable  character  to  work 
mines  of  considerable  importance  to  Mexico,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  notwithstanding  the  present  critical  state  of 
affairs  there  was  not  a single  British  ship  of  war  in  the 
port.’’ 

Lord  Palmerston  said  he  had  given  notice  of  the 
blockade  the  moment  he  had  received  any  official  com- 
munication on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Mackinnon  begged  to  know  whether,  previous 
to  a blockade  being  enforced,  it  was  not  usual  to  com- 
municate the  intention  of  establishing  it? 

Lord  Palmerston  replied  that  such  was  the  fact  in  all 


ordinary  cases,  but  in  this  instsnee  the  blockade  was 
established  by  the  French  authorities  on  the  spot.  The 
instructions  which  must  have  been  given  for  that  pur- 
pose, depended  on  circumstances  which  might  occur  to 
render  it  necesssry;  and  in  the  case  of  an  eventual 
blockade,  notice  could  not  be  given  until  the  blockade 
had  been  actually  established. 

Mr.  Alderman  Thompson  inquired  whether  there 
was  any  truth  in  the  report  which  had  obtained  circu- 
lation, and  caused  considerable  uneasiness  in  the  city 
this  afternoon,  that  the  packets  to  and  from  Mexico 
had  been  interdicted  by  the  French  government  from 
carrying  specie,  the  property  of  private  individuals, 
while  the  blockade  lasted. 

Lord  Palmerston  said  the  honorable  gentleman  knew 
that  according  to  the  strict  doctrine  of  the  law  on  block- 
ade, the  French  government  would  have  been  entitled 
to  establish  an  absolute  blockade,  whereas  they  had 
made  an  exception  in  favor  of  the  packets  in  and  out  be- 
tween this  country  and  Mexico.  Two  questions  were 
put  to  the  French  government,  whether  they  would 
allow  these  packets  to  carry  specie  belonging  to  mer- 
chants, and  next,  whether  they  would  allow  them  to 
carry  specie  belonging  to  the  English  government  and 
required  for  the  service?  The  French  government  ac- 
ceded to  the  latter  part  of  the  request;  to  allow  the 
packets  to  carry  specie  belonging  to  the  government, 
but  declined  to  allow  them  to  take  specie  belonging  to 
individuals.  The  permitting  packets  to  pass  at  all  was 
an  indulgence  which  lie  had  no  right  to  expect  accord- 
ing to  our  own  principles,  and  allowing  packets  to  take 
specie  belonging  to  government  was  another  indulgence 
which  they  had  no  right  to  expect. 

Information  for  navigators.  Translated  for  the 

Washington  Globe. 

Office  of  the  director  general 
of  roads  and  bridges,  Paris. 
Navigators  are  informed  that,  from  the  1st  July  next, 
a small  fixed  red  light  will  designate  the  tower  recently 
erected  on  the  end  of  the  eastern  pier  of  the  commer- 
cial harbor  of  Cherburg. 

The  floor  of  the  lantern  is  raised  10  metres  (about 
thirty  feet)  above  the  level  of  the  equinoctial  high  tides. 

In  fair  weather,  this  new  light  may  be  seen  at  the 
distance  of  one  marine  mile  outside  of  the  two  mouths 
of  the  harbor. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  buoy  which  indicates  the 
approach  of  the  western  extremity  of  the  pier,  lies  in  a 
line  with  the  tower  on  the  pier  of  the  commercial  har- 
bor, and  the  lines  of  Fort  du  IJomeo,  in  such  a manner 
that  the  light  will  be  intercepted  by  the  fort,  with  refer- 
ence to  vessels  lying  west  of  that  direction. 

Paris,  May,  1838. 

North  eastern  boundary.  We  find  the  annexed 
paragraph  quoted  without  comment  in  the  Montreal 
Courier.  We  have  no  means  of  knowing  how  much 
truth  there  is  in  it,  but  it  seems  possible  enough  that 
some  such  arrangement  may  have  been  made  by  Mr. 
Forsyth,  while  in  Canada. 

[IV.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

North-eastern  boundary.  It  is  understood,  on  what 
we  consider  good  authority,  that  an  arrangement  has 
been  made  between  the  United  States  and  the  governor 
general  of  Canada,  with  the  consent  of  the  governor  of 
New  Brunswick,  that,  if  the  executive  of  the  state  of 
Maine  shall  proceed  to  run  the  north-eastern  boundary 
line  pursuant  to  the  law  of  that  state  authorising  the 
survey,  he  will  not  be  opposed  by  force  by  the  British 
authorities:  but  the  matter  will  be  left  for  adjustment 
between  the  two  governments  who  have  the  only  legiti- 
mate right  to  settle  the  question.  [Plattsburgh  Rep. 

Duties  payable  in  Cuba.  [Official.)  From  the 
“Globe’’  of  Monday  night.  The  Diario  de  la  Hubana, 
of  the  11th  of  Augusf,  officially  communicated  to  the 
department  of  state,  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
at  the  Havana,  contains  a report,  dated  the  9th  of  the 
same  month,  from  the  board  of  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  devise  the  means  of  raising  the  extraordi- 
nary war  subsidy  of  two  and  a half  millions  of  dollars 
imposed  upon  the  island  of  Cuba. 

That  report  states,  that  at  their  last  session,  on  the 
23d  of  July,  the  board  had  definitely  resolved,  that  in 
order  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  above  mentioned  sub- 
sidy, the  following  additional  duties  be  imposed,  under 
the  head  of  extraordinary  duties,  to  continue  so  long, 
only,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  complete  said  payments. 
On  importations. 

One-seventh  of  the  duties  now  levied  upon  all  importa- 
tions, excepting  such  articles  as  are  entered  on  de- 
posite,  gold  and  silver  coin,  indigo,  cochineal,  cord- 
age,  (jareia,)  flour  and  tonnage,  duties,  which,  esti 
mated  according  to  the  last  statements  of  customs, 
(Balanza  general,)  will  produce  - $500,000 

One  dollar  on  each  barrel  of  Spanish  flour, 
estimated  at  - - - - 128,000 

On  exportations. 

Four  reals  on  each  box  of  sugar,  which,  as 
paid  on  actual  exportations,  will  produce  300,000 

One-eighth  of  real  on  each  arroba  of  cof- 
fee - - - - - 33,312 

Two  reals  on  every  hogshead  of  molasses  28,650 
One-fourth  of  a real  on  every  arroba  of  to- 
bacco in  leaves  ...  6,325 

One  real  per  thousand  of  manufactured  to- 
bacco, estimated  at  19,810 


The  board  further  agreed  that  the  collection  of  those 
additional  duties  should  commence  on  the  15th  October 
next  on  all  articles  of  exportation,  generally;  and  on  all 
articles  of  importation  coming  from  places  in  America, 
excepting  those-situated  on  the  river  Plate.  In  regard 
to  articles  imported  from  these  and  from  places  in  Eu- 
rope, the  collection  of  the  additional  duties  to  com- 
mence on  the  1st  of  January  next. 

New  circular  as  to  the  tariff.  We  are  sorry  to 
blow  up  a fine-spun  theory  of  the  opposition  by  a few 
facts;  but  duty  requires  it,  however  disagreeable  the  re- 
sult may  be  to  croakers.  By  an  article  in  the  National 
Intelligencer,  purporting  to  be  extracted  from  the  New 
York  American,  it  is  suggested  that  “the  treasury  is 
sadly  pushed  for  money;’’  that  “the  head  of  the  trea- 
sury’’ has,  therefore,  by  his  ipse  dixit,  altered  the  tariff 
so  as  to  lay  pn  increased  tsx  on  the  merchants  of  some 
“three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars;”  and  that  “the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion’’ 
that  this  course  was  right,  &c. 

We  haye  made  inquiry  at  the  proper  place,  and  find 
that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  issued  no  such  cir- 
cular or  regulation  whatever  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff, 
nor  has  he  proposed  to  issue  any,  and  that  he  has  not 
directed  the  comptroller  to  issue  any  new  one.  The 
naked  truth  is,  that  the  comptroller,  who  is  ex  officio 
commissioner  of  the  customs,  has,  on  his  own  prompt- 
ings, been  examining  the  subject  of  the  conflicting  usa- 
ges at  different  ports  jn  assessing  duties  on  certain  ar- 
ticles, and  has  proposed  to  issue  a circular  concerning 
them,  after  full  consideration  and  advice;  but  neither  the 
design  or  effect  of  it  will  be  to  alter  the  tariff,  or  to  ma- 
terially vary  the  construction  of  it  which  has  generally 
prevailed.  It  will,  however,  when  issued,  preserve 
uniformity,  it  is  hoped,  and  prevent  irregularities.  This 
laudable  object  is  the  source  of  all  the  recent  wanton 
abuse  of  the  treasury  department,  on  the  subject  of  the 
tariff,  by  the  virulent  opposition  press.  [Globe. 

Silks.  Exhibit  of  the  value  of  silk,  imported  and 
exported,  from  1821  to  1837  inclusive. 


Silks. 


Year. 

Imported. 

Exported. 

1821 

$4,486,924 

$1,057,233 

1822 

6,810,928 

1,016,262 

1823 

6,718,444 

1,512,449 

1824 

7.204,588 

1,816,325 

1825 

10.299.743 

2,590.381 

1826 

8,327,909 

3,367,015 

1827 

6,712,015 

1,871,276 

1828 

7.686,640 

1,270,461 

1829 

7,192,698 

956,925 

1830 

5.932,243 

1,061,054 

1831 

11,117,946 

1,186,129 

1832 

9,248,907 

1,337.073 

1833 

9,498  366 

1,332.872 

1834 

10.998,964 

1.036,057 

1835 

16.677,547 

758.900 

1836 

22.980.212 

762,730 

1837 

14,352,823 

1,207,802 

Total  annually 


1,016,097 


T.  L.  Smith,  Register. 

Treasury  department, 

Register’s  office,  August  31,  1838. 

Naval.  Extracts  from  a letter  addressed  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  by  commodore  George  C.  Read, 
commanding  United  States  squadron  destined  to  the 
East  Indies,  dated 

“U.  S.  frigate  Columbia, 
Harbor  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  July  14, 1838. 

“In  my  letter  from  Madeira,  I informed  )'Ou  of  my 
touching  at  that  island,  with  the  squadron  under  my 
command.  Our  objects  in  visiting  Madeira  were,  to 
ascertain  the  accuracy  of  the  chronometers,  to  set  up 
a new  gang  of  rigging  which  had  stretched,  to  procure 
refreshments  for  the  sick,  and  to  obtain  some  good 
water.  Having  accomplished  our  purposes,  the  squad- 
ron again  sailed  on  the  morning  of  the  third  of  June. 
We  had  a very  pleasant  run  as  far  as  the  latitude  19° 
58'  north,  and  longitude  22Q  43'  west,  when  we  lost  the 
northeast  trades,  and  had  variable  winds,  with  calms, 
till  we  reached  the  latitude  of  9°  north,  when  we  were 
visited  with  calms  and  squalls  atintervals,  accompanied 
with  much  heavy  rain.  We  caught  the  southern  trades 
in  latitude  4 1-2°  north,  crossed  the  equator  on  the 
night  of  the  28th  of  June,  and  arrived  at  this  port  on 
the  10th  of  July.  ****** 

“The  cruise,  thus  far,  has  been  attended  with  as 
much  health  among  the  officers  and  crew  as  could  be 
well  expected.  I regret,  however,  that  John  Kemp,  a 
seaman,  fell  from  the  main  top  gallant  yard,  and  was 
instantly  killed.  * * * * * . * . 

“The  commander  of  our  forces  on  the  Brazil  station 
is  now  at  Buenos  Ayres,  and  will  not  be  here  during 
my  stay.  I have  heard  from  him,  but  there  is  nothins 
of  a public  character  in  the  communication.  Tie 
blockade  of  that  port  by  the  French  squadron  on  mat 
station  is  still  continued,  and  the  French  admire’sailed 
from  this  anchorage  this  morning,  for  Mcltev'“e0- 
But  Mr.  Hunter  informs  me  that  it  is  the  ornlon  here, 
that  the  difficulties  between  France  and  tuenos  Ayres 
will  soon  be  settled.”  lGlobe- 
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Mexico.  In  the  Diario  of  Mexico,  of  July  21,  we 
find  the  following  documents : 

General  Government.  Ministry  of  the  interior.  The 
supreme  government,  all  legal  regulations  being  com- 
plied with,  was  pleased  to  forward  at  the  date  of  the 
present  a patent  of  exclusive  privilege  to  citizen  Wil- 
liam Henry  Brown,  a native  of  the  United  States,  that 
he  may  have  the  right  of  introducing  and  navigating 
every  kind  of  steamboat  on  the  rivers,  streams,  and 
lakes  belonging  to  the  territory  of  the  department  of 
Tobasco,  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  reckoning  from  this 
date;  the  patentee  having  renounced  all  claims  which 
he  had  remaining  pendent  against  the  government  of 
this  republic — notice  of  which  is  given  for  public  infor- 
mation. Joaquin  De  Iturbide. 

Mexico,  July  8,  1838. 

From  the  western  frontier.  It  affords  us  plea- 
sure to  publish  the  following  extracts  of  a letter  da- 
ted Fort  Gibson,  August  3d,  1833,  received  at  the 
department  of  war  from  an  officer  of  standing  and 
intelligence,  whose  station  amongst  the  Indians  west  of 
the  Mississippi  gives  him  ample  opportunities  of  ascer- 
taining their  views  and  their  feelings  towards  the  U.  S. 
These  extracts  show  that  the  apprehensions  are  un- 
founded that  were  recently  entertained  as  to  the  object 
and  probable  result  of  the  council  in  which  the  Chero- 
kees  have  invited  some  of  their  red  brethren  to  meet 
them  about  the  middle  of  this  month.  , 

* * * “It  now  affords  me  much  pleasure 

to  believe  that  the  Cherokees,  who  were  more  unfriend- 
ly in  their  feelings  (as  I judge)  than  any  tribe  in  its  vi- 
cinity to  the  U.  ».,  have  become  more  satisfied  since 
they  have  heard  of  the  late  acts  of  our  government  in 
favor  of  their  nadon,  and  of  the  probability  of  their  peo- 
ple being  removed  without  a resort  (on  our  part)  to 
acts  of  violence  against  them.  * * * 

“The  Cherokees,  sometime  since,  invited  the  prin- 
cipal men  of  the  tribes  near  to  this  to  meet  them  in  the 
next  month,  at  a place  selected  for  the  new  council 
house,  about  fifteen  miles  northeast  from  this  post,  and 
it  is  not  improbable  that  the  result  of  the  proposed 
meeting  may  have  some  influence  on  their  future  con- 
duct: not  that  I believe  any  determination  to  go  to  war 
will  then  be  decided  on,  as  I do  not  doubt  that  the 
principal  chiefs  and  wealthy  men  of  all  the  tribes  in 
this  vicinity,  are,  and  probably  will  continue  to  be  op- 
posed to  such  a measure.”  [Globe. 

Florida.  Tallahassee,  August  25— More  murders. 
On  Sunday  evening  last  an  attack  was.  made  by  In- 
dians on  the  family  of  a Mr.  Baker,  residing  in  Madi- 
son county  near  the  Oscilla,  about  fifteen  miles  east  of 
Monticello.  The  family  were  at  supper  at  the  time: 
Mrs.  Baker  was  killed  by  the  first  rifle  discharged: 
Mr.  Baker  at  the  time  caught  up  his  two  grand  chil- 
dren, one  under  each  arm,  and  endeavored  to  make 
his  escape,  but  was  shot  in  the  yard,  and  one  of  the 
children  killed  by  the  same  ball  passing  through  both, — 
the  other  child  was  found  next  morning  asleep  between 
the  dead  bodies  of  father  and  sister,  by  a party  from 
Monticello.  A young  lady,  daughter  of  Mr.  B.  was 
wounded,  but  made  her  escape  to  a fort  about  a mile 
distant.  A young  man  was  also  wounded.  The  house 
was  plundered  and  burnt. 

Early  on  Monday  morning  the  troops,  under  major 
Taylor,  were  in  active  pursuit  of  the  Indians,  supposed 
to  number  40  or  50.  Capt.  Rowles’  company  proceed- 
ed to  the  Econfenee,  about  25  miles  south,  to  lie  in  am- 
bush, while  capt.  Newsom’s  company,  took  the  trail 
near  the  scene  of  the  murders,  under  the  expectation  of 
overtaking  the  enemy.  There  is  some  prospect  of  suc- 
cess by  this  arrangement.  [Floridian. 

Editors,  to  the  rescue!  The  editor  of  the  St.  Augus- 
tine Herald  has  been  sued  for  slander  by  the  Southern 
Life  Insurance  and  Trust- company.  After  a careful 
perusal  of  the  articles  ppon  which  the  prosecution  is 
founded,  we  arc  of  opinion  that,  this  is  a daring  attempt 
to  muzzle  the  press,  in  the  exercise  of  its  legitimate  and 
rightful  prerogative,  and  an  effort  on  the  part  of  this 
monied  aristocracy  to  overawe  and  terrorize  that  editor. 
Want  of  room  prevents  us  this  week  from  taking  that 
course  which  may  perhaps  make  us  a defendant  in  the 
prosecution;  but  we  intend  hereafter  to  do  our  duty  upon 
this  subject.  [Ib. 

His  excellency  governor  Call  left  this  morning  for 
Washington.  We  understand  the  principal  object  of 
his  journey  is  to  attend  to  important  interests  of  the  ter- 
ritory and  its  citizens,  growing  out  of  the  Indian  war. 
The  secretary  is  absent  at  St.  Joseph. 

Gen.  Taylor  arrived  in  this  city  from  Tampa  Bay  on 
Saturday  last,  to  learn,  we  understand,  the  situation  of 
affairs  in  this  section  of  the  territory.  He  left  on  Wed- 
nesday last  for  his  head-quarters  at  Tampa.  [lb. 

Important  from  Texas.  From  the  New  Orleans  Bul- 
letin Aug.  29.  The  steamer  Columbia  from  Houston, 
which  arrived  yesterday  morning,  brought  files  of  the 
Banner  as  late  as  the  17th,  and  the  Commercial  Intel- 
ligencer of  the  18th — they  contain  nothing  new  or  of 
special  interest.  Through  the  same  channel  we  have 
received  a letter  from  our  Texian  correspondent,  under 
date  of  the  20th  from  Houston.  The  contents  of  his 
letter  tend  to  confirm  the  rumors  that  have  come  to  us 
by  the  way  of  Nacogdoches.  He  says  at  the  close  of 
his  communication,  that  the  secretary  of  war  had  just 
"eceived  a despatch — and  it  is  reported  that  the  IVfcxi- 
cns  of  Nacogdoches  have  declared  for  the  constitution 
°24,  and  joined  the  Cherokees — and  that  the  militia 
Af  ^ An  caUed  out  to  the  number  of  eight  hundred  to 
detenu  ,jje  frontier.  The  country  is  reported  to  be 


healthy — the  prospects  of  an  abundant  harvest  are 
flattering.  In  anticipation  of  a numerous  emigration, 
the  Texian  planters  have  cultivated  grain  crops  chiefly 
— vast  quantities  of  corn  have  been  raised,  sufficient,  it 
is  supposed,  to  supply  the  country.  The  provisions 
have  been  so  exorbitantly  high  the  last  season,  as  to 
convince  the  people  of  the  folly  of  relying  upon  impor- 
tation for  the  necessaries  which  they  could  raise  at 
home,  with  so  little  expense  and  trouble.  The  coming 
election  seems  to  produce  very  little  excitement.  The 
death  of  colonel  Grayson  has  left  Lamar  without  a 
competitor  for  the  presidential  chair.  The  friends  of 
the  deceased  candidate  had  a meeting  at  Houston  on 
16th  inst.,  and  after  duly  weighing  such  circumstances 
as  seemed  calculated  to  guide  them  to  proper  conclu- 
sions, the  question  whether  under  existing  circum- 
stances, it  was  advisable  to  nominate  another  candi- 
date for  the  presidency,  was  taken  and  decided  in  the 
negative.  A letter  received  at  Houston,  conveys  the 
gratifying  intelligence  of  the  escape  of  colonel  Karges 
from  the  hands  of  the  Mexican  banditti,  who  recently 
attacked  him  on  the  San  Antonio  road,  about  twenty 
miles  north  of  Goliad.  No  intelligence  had  been  heard 
of  Mr.  Brennan,  the  senator  from  San  Patrico,  who 
had  the  bad  luck  to  fall  into  the  same  hands,  and  for 
whose  safety  painful  a,gprehensions  were  expressed.  The 
Banner  of  the  12th  inst.  states  that  a considerable  body 
of  men  armed  and  equipped  had  marched  from  the 
neighborhood  of  Velasco  and  Victoria  to  Corpus  Christi, 
for  the  purpose  of  checking  the  depredations  of  the 
Mexican  marauders  in  that  quarter.  A citizen  of 
Texas  encountered  in  the  vicinity  of  Labacca,  a band 
of  Indians  (the  Tonkawaies  and  Lipans)  about  300  in 
number,  encamped  near  a creek — it  is  not  stated 
whether  they  were  friendly  or  hostile.  The  steamer 
Warsaw  had  been  purchased  by  captain  Ferguson, 
and  converted  into  a boarding  house  for  the  benefit  of 
the  city  of  Houston,  where  we  presume  commodious 
hotels  must  be  scarce.  The  Houston  Price  Current 
may  he  found  under  the  commercial  head. 

From  Eastern  Texas.  Information  received  last  eve- 
ning, induces  us  to  believe  that  the  disturbances  be- 
tween the  Texians,  Mexicans,  &c.,  on  the  Texian 
frontier  is  at  an  end  for  the  present, — a large  portion  of 
the  insurgents  having  fled  towards  Malamoras,  and 
the  remainder  surrendered  themselves  to  the  militia  of 
the  surrounding  country. 

Important  from  Nacogdoches.  From  the  New  Or- 
leans Bulletin,  August  28.  A rumor  was  mentioned  in 
our  paper  of  Saturday,  of  the  import,  that  Texas  had 
been  invaded  by  a large  body  of  Indians.  The  Cou- 
rier, of  yesterday,  publishes  advices  received  in  town 
from  Nacogdoches,  under  dale  of  the  12th  inst.,  which 
go  to  confirm  this  account.  The  intelligence  through 
this  source  is,  that  the  Mexicans  in  that  part  of  1’exas, 
said  to  be  three  hundred  in  number,  had  risen  in  arms, 
and  proceeded  to  join  1500  Indians  in  that  vicinity, 
who  were  commanded  by  three  Mexican  generals 
from  Matamoras.  The  Texians  seemed  to  consider 
the  rising  of  little  importance.  Gen.  Houston,  how- 
ever, who  was  in  Nacogdoches  at  the  time,  issued  a 
proclamation,  calling  out  six  hundred  of  the  militia. 
On  ttie  12th,  general  Rush  had  already  assembled  400 
men  mounted,  and  250  more  were  on  their  way  to  join 
him.  It  was  believed  in  Nacogdoches  that  the  In- 
dians and  insurgents  expected  to  receive  large  reinforce- 
ments. 

From  Grenada.  Important  to  the  south.  We  have 
received,  says  the  Norfolk  Beacon  of  Thursday,  from 
our  correspondent  of  the  Grenada  Free  Press,  files  of 
his  journal  to  the  18th  of  July.  The  house  of  assembly 
bad  passed  a bill  preventing  the  deportation  of  the 
quondam  apprentices  from  Grenada  to  Trinidad,  quite 
a harsh  measure,  we  should  suppose,  towards  those 
who,  if  they  be  really  free,  have  quite  as  good  a right 
of  seeing  foreign  parts  as  any  other  subjects  of  the  Bri- 
tish queen.  But  the  most  important  item  contained  in 
these  papers  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  especially  of  the  southern  states,  is  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Gaff  in  the  Grenada  house  of  assembly  to 
petition  the  British  parliament  to  lessen  the  duties  on 
the  sugars  from  the  colonies,  and  to  “make  a total  pro- 
hibition of  slave  grown  commodities  in  the  ports  of 
Great  Britain!”  Not  only  are  the  sugars  of  the  south 
to  be  excluded,  accordidg  to  the  resolution,  but  even  the 
cotton  also. 

The  Grenada  Free  Press  of  the  16th  ult.  says:  “the 
debate  on  Mr.  Gaff’s  motion,  made  in  the  house  ol  as- 
sembly on  Thursday  last,  withreference  to  a reduction 
on  the  staple  productions  of  the  colony,  and  the  prohi- 
bition of  slave  grown  sugar  by  Great  Britain,  will  be 
found  in  another  column,  and  calls  the  serious  and 
united  support  of  the  whole  community — mercantile  and 
mechanical,  as  well  as  agricultural.  To  the  member 
who  brought  forward  the  measure  unconnected  as  he 
is  with  either  of  the  above  classes  except  that  his 
prosperity  is  linked  in  a measure,  with  theirs,  the 
thanks  of  the  country  are  due.  Whether  any  benefi- 
cial results  will  accrue,  remains  yet  to  be  seen,  but  we 
conceive  that  a unity  of  purpose  will  greatly  contribute 
to  so  desirable  an  event. 

“The  resolution  contemplates  two  distinct  measures 
— namely,  a reduction  of  the  duties  at  present  exacted 
by  the  mother  country  on  our-staple  manufactures,  and 
a total  prohibition  of  slave  grown  commodities.  Whe- 
ther her  majesty’s  government  will  or  can  grant  the 
first  prayer,  we  of  course  cannot  say;  an  immediate 
concession  of  the  latter,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  de- 
claring, would  be  but  an  act  of  justice  not  only  to  her 


colonies,  but  to  England  herself.  We  maintain  that 
Great  Britain  has  no  more  right  to  withhold  the  latter 
prayer,  than  would  a parent  be  justified  in  giving  bread 
to  a stranger  while  his  own  children  were  famishing. 

“It  is  a problem  yet  to  be  solved,  whether  the  British 
colonies  will  be  able  to  compete  with  the  foreign  grow- 
ers, and  while  England  fosters  the  prosperity  of  the  lat- 
ter, by  admitting  their  produce,  the  odds  against  her 
own  colonies  will  be  still  more  fearful. 

“Among  the  arguments  made  use  of  by  the  members 
who  proposed  the  measure,  were,  the  utter  inutility  of 
a petition  from  one  colony,  being  listened  to,  and  the 
great,  deficiency  in  the  British  revenue.  Such,  we  with 
deference  conceived  to  be  unreasonable.  The  govern- 
ment of  England  is,  or  supposed  accessible  to  the  peti- 
tions and  requests  of  the  poorest  subject  that  owes  alle- 
giance to  the  queen,  and  it  would  indeed  be  the  height 
of  sloth  and  folly  for  each  colony  to  remain  quiescent, 
waiting  till  its  neighbor  shall  have  commenced  a simi- 
lar undertaking.  Nor  it  is  the  fault  of  the  colonists 
that  the  British  revenue  is  deficient,  whether  this  lies 
with  the  government  or  with  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, individually.  The  British  colonists  have  made 
a voluntary  gift  to  the  laboring  classes  in  accordance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  parent  state;  they  complain — and 
complain  justly — of  certain  serious  grievances,  and  are 
they  to  be  told  that  because  the  expenses  of  the  empire 
require  so  many  more  pounds  than  can  just  at  the  mo- 
ment be  conveniently  mustered,  those  oppressive  exac- 
tions are  to  be  continued?  That  the  slave  trade  is  to 
be  encouraged,  and  the  foreign  sugar  grower  enriched, 
at  the  expense  of  the  British  colonist?  Were  there  no 
receivers  there  would  be  no  thieves,  and  did  England 
prohibit  the  importation  of  slave  grown  sugar,  &c.,  the 
demand  for  the  miserable  Africans  would  be  consider- 
ably lessened.  We  trust  that  it  will  soon  be  in  our 
power  to  announce  that  every  colony  in  the  Archipe- 
lago has  followed  the  example  about  to  be  set  by  this 
island.’’ 

Editorial  duties.  The  editor  of  the  Alexandria 
Gazette,  one  of  the  best  writing  and  selecting  editors 
in  the  United  States,  thus  speaks  of  the  ability  of  a 
newspaper  and  the  duties  of  an  editor.  His  remarks 
are  true  to  the  letter,  and  are  confirmed  by  the  expe- 
rience of  every'honest  editor  in  the  United  States  who 
has  the  capacity  to  appreciate  his  dujies.  It  is,  indeed, 
the  curse  of  the  profession  that  it  numbers  so  many 
dealers  in  words,  who  measure  their  efforts  in  behalf 
of  the  public  morals  and  intelligence  by  the  extent  of 
what  are  called  “ editorials ,” — which,  in  nine  times  out 
of  ten,  do  not  contain  a new  idea,  or  even  an  old  one 
decently  vamped  up,  but  are  a compound  of  personal 
vanity  and  party  malignity.  We  have  been  in  the 
professiqn,  man  and  boy,  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
and  whilst  editing  a political  paper  were  reputed  a ready 
writer — but  three  columns  of  “ leaded  matter,"  a good 
portion  of  which,  we  are  free  to  confess,  was  of  the 
character  described,  did  not  cost  us  one  third  of  the  la- 
bor we  now  daily  expend  in  reading  and  selecting  arti- 
cles for  our  pages.  [Ed.  Reg. 

From  the  Alexandria  Gazette. 

Editorial  writings.  A few  days  ago  the  National 
Intelligencer  had  some  sensible  remarks  on  the  subject 
of  editing  a paper.  One  idea,  expressed  has  frequently 
struck  us  with  great  force.  Many  people  estimate  the 
ability  of  a newspaper,  and  the  industry  and  talents  of 
its  editor,  by  the  variety  and  quantity  of  editorial  matter 
which  it  contains.  Nothing  can  be  more  fallacious.  It 
is  comparatively  an  easy  task  for  a frothy  writer  to  pour 
out,  daily,  columns  of  words — words,  upon  any  and  all 
subjects.  His  ideas  may  flow  in  “one  weak,  washy, 
everlasting  flood,”  and  his  command  of  language  may 
enable  him  to  string  them  together  like  bunches  of 
onions;  and  yet  his  paper  may  be  a meagre,  and  poor 
concern.  But  what  is  the  labor,  the  toil  of  such  a man, 
who  displays  his  ‘ leaded  matter’’  ever  so  largely,  to  that 
imposed  upon  the  judicious,  well  informed  editor,  who 
exercises  his  vocation,  with  an  hourly  conciousness  of 
its  responsibilities  and  its  duties,  and  devotes  himself  to 
the  conduct  of  his  paper,  with  the  same  care  and  as- 
siduity that  a sensible  lawyer  bestows  upon  a suit,  or  a 
humane  physician  upon  a patient — without  regard  to 
show  or  display!  Indeed,  the  mere  writing  part,  of 
editing  a paper,  is  but  a small  portion  of  the  work.  The 
industry  is  not  even  shown  there.  The  care,  the  taste, 
the  time,  employed  in  selecting — is  far  more  important — 
and  the  tact  of  a good  editor  is  better  shown  by  his  se- 
lections than  by  any  thing  else;  and,  that,  we  all  know, 
is  half  the  battle.  But,  as  we  have  said,  an  editor  ought 
to  be  estimated,  and  his  labors  understood  and  appre- 
ciated, by  the  general  conduct  of  his  paper — its  tone — 
its  temper — its  manner — its  uniform,  consistent  course — 
its  principles — its  aims — its  manliness — its  courtesy — its 
dignity — its  propriety.  To  preserve  all  these,  as  they 
should  be  preserved,  is  enough  to  occupy  fully  the  time 
and  attention  of  any  man.  If  to  this  be  added,  the 
general  supervision  of  the  newspaper  establishment, 
which  most  editors  have  to  encounter,  the  wonder  is, 
how  they  can  find  time,  or  “head-room,”  to  write  at  all! 

The  money  mystery.  From  the  Detroit  Advertiser. 
The  effect  of  our  article  of  Saturday  has  been  to  elicit 
the  following  statement  from  gov.  Mason,  which  we 
are  authorized  to  publish  as  a partial  examination  of 
the  (as  yet)  mysterious  transaction  in  relation  to  the 
abstraction  of  a portion  of  the  Morris  canal  money. 
We  give  the  statement  as  it  was  handed  to  us  by  the 

entleman  alluded  to  in  it,  as  having  been  authorized 

y the  governor  and  himself.  It  was  evidently  intended 
to  be  inserted  as  an  editorial: 
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We  are  authorised  to  give  the  following  statement  in 
relation  to  our  article  on  Saturday  referring  to  certain 
strange  matters  connected  with  our  state  loan: 

The  money  to  the  amount  of  about  8140,000,  was 
paid  to  gov.  Mason  in  the  presence  of  himself  and  a 
friend  who  accompanied  him,  at  his  request.  It  had 
been  counted,  put  up  in  packages,  and  stamped  by  the 
clerks  of  the  bank  from  which  it  had  been  received, 
without  being  counted  by  governor  Mason  himself,  the 
cashier  saying  that  it  had  gone  through  several  hands. 
The  object  of  the  stamp  was  to  identify  the  money  in 
case  of  any  accident,  and  it  was  put  upon  all  the  money 
by  the  advice  and  with  the  knowledge  of  governor 
Mason,  and  the  gentleman  who  accompanied  him.  It 
was  put  into  a trunk  and  brought  by  gov.  Mason  to 
this  city,  and  after  lying  a few  days  in  the  vaults  of  the 
state  bank,  was  counted  and  ascertained  to  be  deficient 
in  the  sum  of  84,500.  Immediate  information  of  the 
fact  was  communicated  to  the  bank  at  New  York,  and 
a day  or  two  after  the  receipt  of  the  information  the 
bank  received  through  the  post  office  at  New  York,  the 
missing  money,  with  no  post  mark  upon  the  package 
containing  it,  except  “New  York,  June  28.’’  No  cir- 
cumstances, whatever,  have  transpired  tending  to  dis- 
close the  place  where,  or  the  person  through  whom,  the 
abstraction  of  the  money  took  place. 

The  burning  of  fairmount  bridge — a beautiful 
sight.  The  beautiful  bridge  across  the  Schuylkill,  just 
below  Fairmount,  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  Saturday 
about  9 o’clock.  The  toll  house  shared  the  same  fate. 
The  spectacle  while  the  bridge  was  on  fire,  was  truly 
splendid.  Thousands  of  our  citizens  were  attracted  to 
the  neighborhood,  and  looked  on  with  feelings  of  min- 
gled admiration  and  regret.  In  the  loss  of  this  bridge, 
the  public  has  experienced  an  inconvenience,  while 
architecture  and  Philadelphia  have  been  deprived  of 
one  of  their  brightest  ornaments.  The  night  was  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  of  the  season.  The  moon  shone 
out  in  all  her  splendor,  while  the  waters  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill served  as  a double  mirror,  and  reflected  back  both 
the  rays  of  the  moon  and  the  more  lurid  light  of  the 
conflagration.  The  scene  was  indeed  sublime,  and 
will  long  be  remembered  by  those  who  beheld  it.  The 
most  exciting  moment  was  when  the  bridge  gave  way, 
fell  into  the  water  with  a tremendous  crash,  and  left 
the  two  abutments  still  standing,  and  enveloped  in 
flames.  The  firemen  were  as  usual  on  the  ground  at  an 
early  hour,  and  exerted  themselves  in  the  most  praise- 
worthy manner.  The  wood  work  was  exceedingly 
dry,  and  burnt  with  almost  inconceivable  rapidity. 
We  learn  that  a large  portion  of  the  stock  was  owned 
by  one  of  our  most  affluent  citizens. 

The  burning  of  this  bridge  leaves  the  city  with  but 
one  bridge  opposite  to  it.  This  is  not  sufficient  for  the 
public  accommodation,  and  we  must  look  to  have  this 
bridge  rebuilt  and  another  structure  put  up,  to  insure 
the  public  the  accommodation  which  the  increasing 
trade  of  the  city,  its  population  aud  neighboihood 
require. 

There  was  a law  passed  last  winter  to  authorise  the 
West  Philadelphia  Rail  Road  company  to  build  a 
bridge  over  the  Schuylkill,  at  any  point  opposite  a 
street  between  Market  street  and  Fairmount.  We  un- 
derstand this  company  have  taken  measures  to  com- 
mence their  work  this  fall,  if  possible,  and  we  may 
congratulate  the  public  upon  this  fortunate  circum- 
stance. The  proposed  bridge  is  to  be  level,  and  have 
four  tracks,  besides  a footway,  two  for  railroad  and 
two  for  common  travelling. — Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

The  Napoleon  party.  The  Augsburg  Gazette  pub- 
lishes a letter  from  Louis  Napoleon  to  Laity,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  extract: 

“Where  is  the  Napoleanite  party?  The  party  is  no- 
where, the  cause  everywhere.  The  party  is  nowhere, 
because  its  friends  are  "not  enrolled,  but  its  partisans  are 
universally  to  be  found  from  the  workshop  to  the  king’s 
cabinet,  from  the  barrack  to  the  saloon  of  the  marshal — 
republicans,  juste  milieu,  legitimists,  all  who  want  a 
strong  government,  real  liberty,  a national  and  impos- 
ing altitude.  The  imperial  system  is  no  bastard  imita- 
tion of  English  or  American  constitutions,  but  the  for- 
mula of  the  principles  of  the  revolution.  It  is  a hierar- 
chy in  democracy,  loyality  in  law,  &c. 

Highly  encouraging.  Duff  Green,  late  of  the  United 
States  Telegraph,  has  published  a statement  of  the 
amount  due  him  from  delinquent  subscribers  in  the 
states  and  territories  of  the  union.  The  sum  total  is 
fifty-five  thousand  six  hundred  dollm-sl! 

There  is  but  one  preventive  of  this  mighty  evil.  It  is 
notorious  that  small  debts  are  the  most  difficult  to  col- 
lect, especially  if  they  be  subscription  debts,  no  matter 
to  what:  to  a newspaper  or  a magazine;  a dance  or  a 
dinner;  a political  festival  or  a religious  rejoicing.  The 
principle  of  action  is  the  same.  It  is  easy  to  sign  a 
name,  and  it  is  easy  to  say  “I  will  pay;”  but  how  few, 
comparatively  speaking,  consider  the  moral  forcm  of 
their  obligation.  Many  a poor  printer  or  enterprising 
publisher  has  been  induced  to  make  outlays  of  money 
and  urge  his  credit  to  the  utmost  extension,  on  the  fal- 
lacious assurance  that  he  would  be  repaid  by  subscrip- 
tion, and  his  subscription  list  has  shown  a goodly  num- 
ber of  well-wishers.  Sift  them  out,  when  the  time  of 
trial  comes,  and  then  look  at  the  mountain  of  chaff,  and 
compare  it  with  the  small  pile  of  wheat.  Who  can 
wonder  that  newspaper  publishers,  in  towns  and  coun- 
ties where  the  population  is  scarce  and  debts  difficult  to 
be  collected,  so  often  complain  of  negligence  of  sub- 
scribers? No  one,  who  knows  any  thing  of  the  system 


— the  impoverishing  system — of  publication,  so  univer- 
sal in  this  country.  There  is  but  one  preventive:  pay- 
ment in  advance.  [ Boston  Transcript. 

Methodism  in  Texas.  We  were  actually  astonished, 
and  at  the  same  time  gratified,  at  seeing  in  the  Natchez 
Freetrader  a statement  of  the  progress  of  religion  in 
Texas.  The  Methodists  alone  have  in  that  country 
twenty  societies  and  three  hundred  and  twenty  preach- 
ers, including  six  elders,  and  three  exhorters.  One  of 
their  missionaries  (the  rev.  R.  Alexander)  has  travelled 
this  year,  in  the  course  of  his  circuit,  twenty-two  hun- 
dred miles  on  horseback,  through  swamp  and  prairie, 
swimming  rivers,  and  sleeping  out  exposed  to  every 
privation  and  inclemency. 

The  Freetrader,  after  giving  the  above  mentioned 
particulars,  bestows  upon  the  Methodist  clergy  some 
neat  and  richly-merited  encomiums,  which  we  copy 
below. 

The  itinerant  of  the  Methodist  church— the  real  un- 
sophisticated followers  of  Wesley  and  Whitfield — are 
the  most  extrordinary  body  of  men  that  ever  lived. — 
They  are  the  pioneers  of  civilization;  they  heed  not 
danger  however  imminent;  they  stay  not  for  luxuries; 
they  care  not  to  tread  the  carpeted  hall,  nor  to  seek  learn- 
ing or  pleasure  in  cloister  or  saloon;  but  on,  on  they  go, 
to  the  remotest  verge  of  the  globe,  wherever  erring  man 
has  wandered;  wherever  there  is  one  soul  to  be  re- 
claimed, there  they  go  to  wrestle  with  the  world,  to  de- 
fy its  temptations,  to  enlighten  its  moral  darkness. — 
Apart  from  the  holy  character  of  his  mission,  there  is  a 
moral  grandeur  in  the  Methodist  itinerant,  as  he  wends 
his  way  through  pathless  forests,  without  associates, 
without  reward,  without  even  the  stimulus  of  praise. 
He  leaves  home,  and  kindred,  the  tie  of  early  love, 
perhaps,  and  goes  forth  to  struggle  unknown  and  alone 
— to  doom  himself  to  poverty,  to  the  gibes  and  jeers  of 
the  gay,  to  broken  health,  to  premature  old  age.  And 
what  is  his  impetus?  It  is  not  ambition;  it  is  not  pride; 
it  is  not  any  one  of  the  selfish  motives  that  sway  the 
human  breast.  What  is  it?  Reader — it  is  to  preach 
the  word  of  life  to  the  poor.  [TV.  O.  Picayune. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

LETTER  FROM  UR.  SIIULZE. 

Montour sville,  Lycoming  county,  August  29,  1838. 

Fellow  citizens:  Before  the  receipt  of  your 
letter,  I had  heard  that  it  had  been  represented  that 
I was  opposed  to  the  re-election  of  governor  Ritner, 
and  I had  been  requested  to  make  known  my 
opinion.  An  unwillingness  to  obtrude  myself  upon 
public  attention  and  a fear  that  I might  be  thought 
presumptuous,  prevented  me  from  publishing  my 
opinions  in  any  other  way  than  by  making  them 
known  to  such  of  my  neighbors  or  friends  as  called 
on  me  for  that  purpose.  The}’  all  know  that  I have 
never  hesitated  to  express  a preference  for  Joseph 
Ritner  over  David  R.  Porter.  I have  no  unkind 
feelings  or  personal  unfriendliness  towards  Mr.  Por- 
ter. I am  wholly  influenced  in  my  opposition  to 
him,  by  public  principles.  He  is  nominated  and  ad- 
vocated by  those  who  declare  they  have  entire  con- 
fidence in  the  principles,  patriotism,  and  talents  of 
Mr.  President  Van  Buren,  while  I have  no  confi- 
dence in  the  qualities  thus  attributed  to  Mr.  Van 
Buren. 

I have  never  seen  any  evidence  that  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren has  any  fixed  principles,  any  patriotism  or 
talents.  I well  remember  in  the  war  of  1812,  that 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  opposed  to  the  election  of  the 
wise,  the  gifted,  and  the  patriotic  James  Madison, 
and  was  strongly  in  favor  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  who 
was  “The  Peace  Party”  candidate.  I know  nothing 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren  calculated  to  inspire  confidence. 
He  has  trod  too  exactly  in  the  “steps  of  his  prede- 
cessor,” and  seems  disposed,  by  his  sub-treasury 
schemes,  to  dip  a little  deeper  into  the  pockets  of  the 
people.  If,  by  any  possible  contrivance  or  misrep- 
resentation, Pennsylvania  should  elect  Mr.  Porter 
governor,  then  would  it  be  blazoned  abroad  that 
the  people  of  this  state  were  in  favor  of  the  re-elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  a cloud  deep  and  dark 
would  overshadow  the  now  bright  prospects  of  the 
democrats  throughout  the  United  Slates. 

For  these  and  many  other  reasons,  it  shall  be  my 
pleasure,  as  I believe  it  to  be  my  duty,  to  do  all  in 
my  power  to  insure  (he  re-election  ol  governor  Rit- 
ner. I feel  assured  that  the  desire  to  sustain  our 
good  old  constitution,  will  bring  thousands  more  to 
the  polls  than  ever  yet  voted  at  any  election,  and  I 
have  entire  confidence  that  the  work  of  the  good 
men  of  th£  revolution  will  not  be  laid  aside,  to  take, 
up  and  adopt  the  piece  of  patchwork  which  was  put 
together  by  the  late  generally  condemned  convention. 

The  Germans  of  Pennsylvania  will  hold  fast  what 
they  know  to  be  good.  They  know  the  honesty  and 
straight  forward  policy  of  Joseph  Ritner,  and  they 
will  support  him.  They  know  he  is  a good  Penn- 
sylvanian, and  that  with  economy  and  care  he 
watches  over  the  interests  of  the  state  and  the  peo- 
ple. They  will  not  cast  away'  what  they  have  test- 
ed, what  they  know  to  be  good,  to  try  experiments 
with  constitutions  or  with  men,  which  may  turn  out 
to  be  good  for  nothing.  My  correspondence  has 


been  extensive,  and  my  other  opportunities  gooi, 
and  I do  assure  you  that  1 have  the  utmost  confi- 
dence in  the  re-election  of  governor  Ritner.  I have 
said  more  than  I intended,  but  perhaps  not  more  than 
is  necessary  1o  give  you  a clear  idea  of  the  princi- 
ples which  influence  my  conduct,  and  give  me  such 
confident  hope.  This  triumph  will  assuredly7  be  fol- 
lowed by  one  still  more  important,  the  election  of  a 
genuine  democratic  president  in  1840.  Your  letter 
of  the  18th  instant  only  reached  me  yesterday7.  I 
have  complied  with  your  wishes,  and  communicated 
my  views  on  the  question  now  agitating  the  state, 
with  candor,  and  my  entire  conviction. 

With  much  respect,  I remain,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, J.  ANDW.  SHULZE. 

To  John  L.  Woolf,  J.  Washington  Tyson,  Joel  Cook, 
Ceo.  R.  Smith,  esqrs. 


ABDUCTION  OF  THE  FRENCH  SAILORS. 

The  New  York  papers,  not  without  reason,  have 
manifested  a strong  interest  in  the  case  of  the  two 
men  Marsaud  and  Raymond,  who  were  conveyed  on 
board  the  frigate  Dido,  on  the  eve  of  her  sailing. 
The  subject  is  still  undergoing  an  investigation 
which  may  present  the  facts  in  a more  satisfactory 
form,  than  that  in  which  they  now  appear.  The  fol- 
lowing letters  have  been  published. 

[translation.] 

Nnu  York,  August  28,  1838. 

To  his  honor  the  mayor  of  New  York: 

Dear  sir:  I have  the  honor  to  address  to  you  the 
report  that  has  just  been  handed  me,  dated  yester- 
day7, Monday,  27th  ult.,  by  Mr.  De  La  Flechelle, 
chancellor  vice-consul  of  this  consulate  general,  on 
the  shipment  on  board  the  frigate  Dido  of  the  men 
named  Marsaud,  second  mate  of  the  French  ship 
Alexandre,  and  of  Raimond  (John)  sailor  of  the 
same  ship . 

Your  honor  will  perceive  by  the  simple  facts  re- 
lated in  this  report,  that  the  American  and  French 
authorities  are  blameless  in  the  affair,  and  that  the 
press  at  New  York  in  giving  a too  precipitate  ac- 
count of  a circumstance  of  which  it  was  entirely  ig- 
norant, has  listened  more  to  a sensitiveness,  (per- 
haps laudable,)  for  the  liberty  of  this  country,  than 
to  a wise  circumspection,  first  duty  of  any  organ  in- 
terpreter of  public  opinion. 

1 beg  your  honor  to  be  well  convinced  that  a resi- 
dence of  twenty  years  in  the  United  States  has  suf- 
ficiently  taught  me  to  appreciate  and  know  its  insti- 
tutions; and  that  I,  and  all  those  who  are  connected 
with  my  mission,  could  never  depart  from  the  re- 
spect that  is  due  to  the  country,  and  from  the  duties 
which  are  prescribed  by  our  government  towards 
your  own. 

I remain,  Mr.  Mayor,  with  high  consideration  and 
sincere  attachment,  your  very  devoted  and  obedient 
servant. 

The  CONSUL  GENERAL  OF  FRANCE. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  VICE  CONSUL. 

[ Translated  for  the  Journal  of  Commerce  ] 

Copy  of  a report  addressed  to  M.  the  consul  general 
of  France  at  New  York,  by  Mr.  De  la  Flechelle, 
chancellor  of  the  consulate;  dated  Monday,  27th 
of  August,  1833. 

Monsieur  le  consul  general: 

You  have  desired  me  to  make  ym  a report  rela- 
tive to  the  arrest  of  Messieurs  Marsaud  and  Rai- 
mond, which  occurred  during  your  absence.  I shall 
give  you  the  facts  of  this  affair,  simple  in  itself,  but 
which,  nevertheless,  has  been  most  strangely  mis- 
represented by  the  press. 

You  ordered  me  to  ask  the  American  authorities 
for  a warrant,  for  the  arrest  of  two  deserters  of  the 
French  marine.  One  of  them  named  Marsaud, 
who  was  master  of  the  Alexandre,  and  the  other 
Raimond,  a common  sailor  on  board  the  same  vessel, 
both  of  whom  had  been  seen  walking  publicly  in 
New  York.  As  soon  as  I received  your  instruc- 
tions I applied  to  one  of  the  justices  of  the  police, 
and  legally  obtained  from  him  a warrant,  which  was 
placed  in  my  hands.  At  the  same  time  two  agents 
of  the  consulate  general  went  to  Fort  Hamilton, 
where  I knew  these  two  seamen  were  lodging. — - 
They  (the  agents  of  the  consulate)  told  them  that 
the  consul  general  was  aware  that  they  intended  to 
embark  the  next  day,  and  had  caused  them  to  be 
watched,  and  that  the  agents  of  the  police  were 
ready  with  a warrant  to  arrest  them,  and  conduct 
them  on  board  the  frigate  Dido,  and  that  they  could 
not  escape.  They  therefore  advised  them  to  volun- 
tarily go  to  the  consul’s  office. 

Marsaud  alone  consented  to  go,  on  condition  that 
his  wife  should  be  brought  along  with  him.  He  then 
came  to  the  consul’s  office,  where  he  remained  two 
hours,  during  which  I wrote  to  the  admiral,  to  ob- 
tain permission  that  Madame  Marsaud  should,  a- 
her  own  request,  be  allowed  to  accompany  her  Hs* 
band.  The  officers  of  the  police  were  wait1’  a 
the  door  with  the  warrant,  but  it  was  not  n7'essaiT 
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to  make  use  of  it.  Marsaud  came  with  me  to  the 
Battery,  gave  me  his  arm,  and  embarked  of  his  own 
accord,  fearing,  that  if  he  refused,  the  police  officers 
would  force  him  to  go  by  their  warrant. 

As  to  Raimond  who  had  taken  to  flight,  he  was 
brought  to  the  consul’s  office  some  hours  after,  by  an 
American  who  lives  on  Long  Island.  The  warrant 
which  had  been  obtained  against  him,  was  shown  to 
him,  and  he  was  also  threatened  with  the  same  po- 
lice officers,  but  as  in  the  case  with  Marsaud,  the 
menace  produced  the  desired  effect,  and  he  con- 
sented like  him  to  embark  freely.  But  the  woman 
whom  he  had  with  him  did  not  ask  to  follow  him. 

Behold,  Mr.  Le  Consul  General,  what  has  occur- 
red. The  embarkation  of  these  two  seamen  took 
place  in  open  day  on  the  battery,  in  the  presence  01 
a large  number  of  persons.  There  has  been  nothing 
in  this  affair  which  can  give  cause  for  saying  that  the 
consulate  general  in  any  way  wished  to  infringe  the 
American  laws.  The  treaty  of  1822  was  had  re- 
course to,  and  an  order  was  given  for  the  arrest  of 
the  deserters,  and  the  fear  alone  of  that  warrant, 
made  the  two  seamen  do  that  which  they  had  not  the 
power  to  refuse,  if  they  forced  me  to  employ  the 
police  officers. 

I am,  with  profound  respect,  Mr.  Le  Consul  Gene- 
ral, your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

DE  LA  FLECHELLE. 

The  kidnapping  case.  His  honor  the  recorder, 
when  charging  the  sessions  grand  jury,  adverted  to 
the  alleged  illegal  abduction  of  Marsaud  and  Rai- 
mond. He  said  the  grand  jury  must  be  aware  that 
it  had  created  an  extraordinary  excitement  in  this 
city.  The  case  would  probably  come  betore  them, 
and  he  therefore  considered  it  his  duty  to  make 
some  remarks  in  reference  to  it.  It  was  a charge 
which  involved  not  only  the  conduct  and  character 
of  several  public  functionaries,  but  also  vitally  con- 
cerned the  due  administration  of  our  laws  and  the 
personal  safety  of  our  fellow  citizens.  The  official 
persons  who  were  implicated  in  this  charge,  were 
of  different  grades,  and  had  different  functions  to 
perform  in  our  community;  and  the  crime  alleged 
to  have  been  committed  by  the  principal  aggressors 
came  more  properly,  if  not  solely,  under  the  cog- 
nizance of  the  United  States  laws.  But  two  offi- 
cers who  held  their  offices  and  derived  their  authorty 
under  the  laws  of  the  state,  were  also  implicated, 
for  conniving  at  or  aiding  the  French  authorities  in 
the  abduction  of  two  individuals  from  this  city. — 
The  laws  of  this  state  applied  to  the  offence  alleged 
to  have  been  committed  by  these  two  officers.  The 
recorder  then  read  the  following  extract  from  the 
law: 

“Every  person  who  shall  without  lawful  authority 
forcibly  seize  and  confine  any  other  person,  or  shail 
inveigle  or  kidnap  any  other  person  with  intent  to 
cause  such  person  to  be  secretly  confined  or  impri- 
soned,or  shall  cause  such  person  to  be  sent  out  of  the 
state  against  his  will,  or  shall  cause  such  person  to 
be  sold  as  a slave,  or  in  any  way  held  to  labor  against 
his  will,  shall  on  conviction  be  punished  by  impri- 
sonment in  the  state  prison,  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Upon  the  trial  of  any  such'  offence,  the  consent 
of  the  person  so  kidnapped  or  confined,  thereto, 
shall  not  be  a defence,  unless  it  appears  satisfactory 
to  the  jury  that  such  consent  was  not  extracted  by 
threat  or  duress.” 

It  was  alleged  that  the  officers  referred  to  had  al- 
lowed their  official  prerogatives  to  be  used  by  the 
French  authorities,  in  order  to  effect  the  abduction. 
And  although  these  officers  had  acted  without  hav- 
ing any  process,  they  were  still  equally  culpable  as 
if  they  had  received  a regular  warrant,  and  acted 
under  its  authority.  If  officers  aid  in  arresting  a 
person  without  having  any  process,  it  is  as  much 
their  duty  to  bring  the  person  so  arrested,  before  a 
magistrate,  competent  to  grant  a warrant  for  his 
arrest,  as  if  the  person  had  been  arrested  under  a 
warrant  previously  issued  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 
these  officers  to  execute. 

And  if  officers,  without  having  a warrant,  arrest 
or  countenance  others  in  the  forcible  removal  of 
any  person,  in  a manner  prohibited  by  law,  thev  are 
equally  culpable  as  if  they  did  it  themselves,  in 
their  official  capacity,  and  with  a warrant  in  their 
hands. 

It  must  be  obvious  that  it  would  be  the  grossest 
illegality  and  injustice,  not  to  give  every  person  ar- 
rested an  opportunity  of  appearing  before  the  ma- 
gistrate who  had  issued  the  warrant  against  him. 
If  in  no  other  point  of  view,  it  was  evidently  es- 
sential in  order  that  his  identity  should  be  proved; 
a matter  in  regard  to  which  the  greatest  and  grossest 
mistakes  so  frequently  occur.  And  hence  the  con- 
fining or  removing  a man  without  his  being  fully 
^entified  before  a magistrate,  would  throw  open  a 
the6  ^*6^  *or  fralK*>  injustice  and  oppression,  and 
• c£rsonal  liberty  of  our  citizens  would  never  be 
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While  speaking  on  the  subject,  he  considered  it 
his  duty  to  advert  to  the  manner  in  which  the  war- 
rant was  issued  for  the  arrest  of  those  men,  who, 
it  is  alleged,  were  so  illegally  forced  away.  The 
warrant,  it  appeared,  was  entrusted  by  the  magis- 
trate, to  a person  who  was  not  an  officer.  This 
may  have  been  done  with  the  purest  motives  and 
the  very  best  intentions,  and  he  supposed  it  was; 
but  it  was  nevertheless  wrong,  and  formed  too  dan- 
gerous a precedent  to  be  passed  over  without  being 
adverted  to  in  such  a way  as  might  prevent  its  re- 
currence. 

He  hoped  that  the  vvhole  matter  would  be  fully 
and  fairly  brought  before  them,  (the  grand  jury,) 
and  he  requested  them  to  give  it  a most  deliberate 
and  dispassionate  investigation;  for  if  the  case  had  not 
been  much  misrepresented  by  the  press,  it  involved 
a gross  violation  of  our  national  and  state  laws; 
and,  if  permitted  to  pass  with  impunity,  it  might 
go  far  towards  destroying  the  efficiency  of  those 
law's  and  institutions,  which  render  our  country, 
not  only  the  land  of  the  free,  but  the  asylum  of  the 
oppressed.  [ Journal  of  Commerce. 


ASTRONOMY. 

From  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser. 

Our  readers  have  probably  been  informed  of  the 
recent  return  of  Sir  John  Herschell  from  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  to  England,  and  of  the  honors  that 
have  been  awarded  to  him.  As  yet,  however,  but 
few  and  vague  intimations  have  reached  the  pub- 
lic, either  in  England  or  America,  of  the  additions 
to  astronomical  knowledge  that  have  been  effected 
by  his  long  and  assiduous  observations  in  the  south- 
ern hemisphere;  and  public  curiosity  will  probably 
remain  unsatisfied  upon  this  head,  until  the  astro- 
nomer is  prepared  to  publish  his  discoveries  at  large. 
It  is  not  likely,  we  presume,  that  he  has  made  any 
of  such  a novel  and  startling  description  as  will 
create  a general  sensation — any  thing  like  the 
pseudo  revelations  of  the  “moon  hoax,”  for  in- 
stance— although  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  his 
three  or  four  years  of  careful  watching  have  failed 
to  produce  valuable  acquisitions  to  the  existing 
stock  of  astronomical  science,  in  the  confirmation 
or  overthrow  of  theoretical  conjectures,  the  estab- 
lishment of  uncertain  facts,  and  the  verification  of 
positions,  distances,  &c.,  heretofore  ascertained,  but 
not  proved  with  unquestionable  precision. 

The  return  of  this  distinguished  astronomer  from 
such  a mission  presents,  as  it  seems  to  us,  a fitting 
occasion  for  asking  wdiat  w'e  in  this  country  have 
done,  or  are  doing,  or  attempting  to  do,  in  the  same 
department  of  science.  The  starry  heavens  exhi- 
bit to  us  nightly  the  grandest,  most  extensive  and 
most  magnificent  field  for  exploration.  What  is  yet 
known  of  them,  wondrous  as  it  is,  bears  no  con- 
ceivable proportion  to  the  world  of  wonders  yet  re- 
maining to  be  known;  and  so  infinitely  do  the  ma- 
nifestations of  Almighty  power  on  this  great  thea- 
tre transcend  the  narrow  limits  of  human  agency, 
and  even  of  human  conception,  that  what  is  known 
surpasses  infinitely  in  greatness  and  splendor  what 
ever  was  or  could  be  imagined.  The  realities,  as 
one  by  one  they  are  disclosed  to  us  in  the  progress 
of  years  and  ages,  exhibit  such  wonderful  vastness 
of  design,  such  perfect  harmony  of  action,  and  such 
glorious  magnificence  throughout,  as  our  poor  in- 
tellects could  never  picture;  so  that  the  loftiest  and 
most  gorgeous  fancies  of  any  former  age,  wild  as 
they  may  have  seemed  to  the  generations  then  ex- 
isting, to  us  appear  tame,  feeble  and  most  inade- 
quate, by  comparison  with  the  stupendous  actual 
results  of  later  discoveries. 

When  we  look  up  to  the  firmament  and  see  one 
of  those  little  patches  of  dim  light  which  astrono- 
mers call  nebula?,  scarcely  larger  to  appearance  than 
the  band,  and  know  that  every  one  of  them  is  be- 
lieved to  be  a solar  system  like  our  own — that  to 
the  inhabitants  of  those  far-off  worlds  which  we 
call  stars,  our  own  great  system,  with  all  its  planpts 
and  their  vast  orbits,  is  but  a little  nebula,  so  in- 
conceivably distant,  that  even  the  telescope  can  dis- 
cover no  change  of  place  among  the  whirling  orbs 
of  which  it  is  composed — when  we  endeavor  to  re- 
alize the  amazing  conceptions  of  some  modern 
German  astronomers,  that  our  whole  system  is  mov- 
ing, and  for  thousands  of  years  has  been  moving, 
with  tremendous  velocity,  in  the  direction  of  a star 
in  the  constellation  Hercules,  while  yet  no  percep- 
tible change  has  taken  place  in  our  relative  position 
to  that  or  any  other  of  the  constellations— we  may 
well  inquire  what  we  know  of  astronomy,  and  be- 
think ourselves  in  what  way  it  may  be  possible  for 
us  to  assist  in  gathering  up  another  drop  or  two 
from  the  vast  ocean  of  knowledge  that  is  spread  out, 
open,  but  unexplored,  before  us. 

Great  efforts  are  made  in  other  countries  for  the 
extension  of  this  astronomical  knowledge;  but  we 
do  not  hear  of  any  in  our  own  — or,  if  there  be  ef- 
forts, it  does  not  appear  that  they  have  so  far  been 


( attended  with  any  very  remarkable  results.  We 
doubt,  even,  whether  there  is  a telescope  in  the 
whole  United  States — such  a telescope,  we  mean, 
as  would  enable  our  observers  to  compete  with  those 
of  Europe,  in  the  present  advanced  stage  of  me- 
chanical science  there.  Our  institutions  of  learn- 
ing have  instruments,  indeed,  and  some  of  them 
very  good  ones;  and  accessions  are  made,  every 
year,  to  their  number,  by  judicious  purchases  from 
abroad.  But  the  acquisition  of  a first  rate  tele- 
scope, so  far  as  wre  can  learn,  is  yet  to  be  made;  and 
we  would  gladly  direct  the  attention  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  of  wealthy  individuals,  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  great  desideratum. 

We  have  now  before  us  a list  of  optical  instru- 
ments, with  the  prices,  constructed  by  the  celebrat- 
ed firm  of  Utzchneider  and  Fraunhofer,  of  Munich, 
in  which  we  find  a brief  description  of  such  a tele- 
scope as  we  ought  to  possess,  as  one  of  the  chiet 
treasures  of  a national  observatory.  It  is  known, 
perhaps,  to  some  of  our  readers,  that  the  elder 
Frauhofer,  now'  deceased,  was  employed  for  nearly 
forty  years  devising  and  effecting  improvements  in 
astronomical  instruments,  with  a patience  and  de- 
votion such  as  are  rarely  exhibited  except  by  Ger- 
mans. He  founded  the  “Optical  institute”  of  Mu- 
nich, whence  the  astronomers  of  Europe  are  sup- 
plied with  the  most  perfect  instruments,  at  large 
prices  indeed,  but  of  such  admirable  power  arid  ad- 
justment as  fully  justify  the  cost;  and  from  this  es- 
tablishment we  would  gladly,  if  we  might,  induce 
our  government  to  procure  a telescope  which  should 
enable  our  own  astronomers  to  enter  the  lists  w’ith 
those  of  Europe  in  the  generous  rivalry  of  science. 

The  most  powerful  instrument  constructed  by 
Utzchneider  and  Fraunhofer  is  described  in  the  list 
as  a “great  achromatic  refractor,  of  fourteen  feet 
local  distance,  and  nine  inches  aperture,  (Paris  me- 
tre,) mounted  parallactically,  with  divided  hour  and 
declination  circle.  The  tube  has  an  achromatic 
searcher,  all  necessary  coarse  and  delicate  move- 
ments, balances  in  every7  position,  follows  the  mo- 
tion of  the  earth  by  means  of  a clock  with  a cen- 
trifugal pendulum,  and  has  six  astronomical  ocu- 
lars, with  a magnifying  power  of  62,  93,  140,  210, 
320  anp  470  times  respectively;  and  also  a repeat- 
ing lamp  micrometer,  with  three  separate  oculars.” 
The  price  of  one  of  these  splendid  telescopes  is 
about  $10,000. 

Would  it  not  be  possible  to  raise  the  money, 
somehow,  and  procure  an  instrument  like  this? 


INDIAN  HOSTILITIES. 

Head  quarters,  western  division, 

St.  Louis,  August  8,  18.38. 

Sm  : I do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
for  your  information,  a copy  of  a letter  which  I have 
just  now  received  from  lieutenant  colonel  R.  B. 
Mason,  1st  dragoons,  commanding  at  fort  Leaven- 
worth, reporting  to  me  the  well  ascertained  fact  that 
the  Cherokee  Indians  of  the  Arkansas  have  invited 
all  the  chiefs,  together  with  all  the  principal  braves 
of  all  the  tribes  (excepting  the  Osages  and  Kansas,) 
residing  near  our  w'estern  frontier  north  of  the  Red 
river,  to  meet  them  in  council  in  the  Cherokee 
country,  on  the  Illinois  river,  a few  miles  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Barren  fork,  about  the  11th  of  Sep- 
tember, next  month. 

The  object  of  the  council,  and  the  reason  for  ex- 
cluding the  Osages  and  Kansas,  are  unknown;  but 
the  lieutenant  colonel  states  that  there  is  no  doubt 
in  his  mind  that  the  object  of  the  council  is  to  effect 
a union  of  the  different  tribes,  preparatory  to  striking 
a simultaneous  blow  upon  the  settlements  of  Ar- 
kansas and  Missouri,  from  Red  river  to  the  Upper 
Mississippi. 

Concurring  as  I do  in  this  opinion,  and  being  con- 
vinced that  the  Cherokees  ol  Texas  and  Arkansas 
have  been  instigated  by  the  agents  of  Mexico,  who 
have  been  endeavoring  for  more  than  two  years  past 
to  organize  a combination  of  Cherokees,  with  all  the 
nations  west  of  Arkansas  and  the  state  of  Missouri 
— a combination  capable  of  bringing  into  action 
upon  our  frontier  over  twenty  thousand  mounted 
warriors — a force  that,  under  enterprising  leaders, 
would  lay  waste  the  whole  line  of  their  settlements 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine,  to  the  falls  of  St.  An- 
thony, including  the  richest  cotton  growing  section  of 
America,  on  Red  river,  with  some  of  the  most  valua- 
ble sugar  districts  of  Louisiana;  if  indeed  the  enemy 
is  suffered  to  complete  the  work  of  destruction  be- 
fore our  measures  of  operation  are  matured. 

With  these  impressions  1 cannot  but  anticipate 
authority  to  concentrate  upon  the  Arkansas  frontier 
a sufficient  force  to  enable  me  to  check  the  incipient 
movements  of  the  Indians. 

Five  thousand  mounted  Kentuckians  and  Tennen- 
scans,  added  to  our  present  regular  forces, — among 
which  is  the  1st  regiment  of  dragoons — (the  best  I 
have  ever  seen) — would  enable  me  effectually  to 
thwart  the  designs  of  (he  enemy— and  give  better 
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protection  to  the  frontier  than  five  times  that  force 
would  accomplish,  after  the  concentration  of  the 
enemy,  and  his  successful  commencement  in  his 
savage  work  of  destruction. 

I have  therefore  respectfully  to  request  of  your 
excellency  the  promulgation  of  authority  for  the  for- 
mation of  volunteer  companies — to  be  organized  and 
held  ready  to  march  by  the  first  of  September,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  they  shall  receive  orders — to  serve 
the  United  States  six  months,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged. Should  the  apprehended  combination  of 
most  of  the  different  tribes  of  Indians  invited,  take 
place,  I shall  need  for  the  defence  of  the  western 
frontier,  from  three  to  five  thousand  men  from  your 
state.  And  I shall  hold  myself  in  honor  and  in  duty 
bound  to  make  every  provision  for  their  health  and 
comfort  preparatory  to  meeting  the  enemy, — and 
above  all  to  afford  them  every  proper  opportunity  to 
sustain  the  chivalry  of  their  state — and  to  take  care 
of  the  sick  and  wounded. 

I am,  with  very  great  respect,  j'our  excellency’s 
obedient  servant. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 
Major  general  U.  S army,  commanding. 
His  excellency  Newton  Cannon , governor  of  Tenn. 

Head  quarters,  1st  regiment,  dragoons, 

, Fort  Leavenworth,  July  28,  1838.  • 

Sir  : I yesterday  received  information,  and  have 
to-day  satisfied  myself  of  its  correctness,  that  the 
Cherokees  have  invited  all  the  chiefs,  together  with 
all  the  principal  braves  of  all  tribes,  except  the  Os- 
ages  and  Kansas,  residing  near  our  western  frontier 
north  of  the  Red  river,  to  meet  them  in  council  in 
the  Cherokee  country  on  the  Illinois  river,  about  ten 
or  fifteen  miles  above  the  mouth  ol  the  Barren  fork, 
on  or  about  the  11th  of  September  next.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  council,  and  the  reason  for  excluding  the 
Osages  and  Kansas,  I have  not  been  able  to  learn. 
The  Cherokees  sent  a runner  with  the  wampum  and 
talk  to  the  Senecas  and  other  small  tribes  in  that 
vicinity,  from  thence  it  was  brought  to  the  Shaw- 
nees,  Delawares,  and  Kickapoos  near  this  place. 
Yesterday  a Kickapoo  started  with  the  wampum, 
two  strings,  one  black,  and  the  other  white  to  the 
Sacs,  Iowas,  &c.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
but  the  object  of  this  council  is  to  effect  a union  of 
different  tribes,  preparatory  to  striking  asimultaneous 
blow  upon  the  settlements  of  Arkansas  and  Mis- 
souri, lrom  Red  river  to  the  upper  Mississippi. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]  R.  B.  MASON, 

Lieut,  colonel,  ls<  dragoons,  commanding. 

Acting  assistant  adjutant  general,  1st  dep’t,  W.  D. 

Jefferson  barracks,  Mo. 

(A  true  copy.) 

U.  Reid,  act’g  ass’t  adj.  gen.,  western  division. 

Head  quarters,  western  division, 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  Aug.,  1838. 

Sir:  In  transmitting  to  you  for  the  information 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States  the  accompany- 
ing report  from  lieutenant  colonel  Mason,  just  re- 
ceived, I deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  say  that,  if  I am 
permitted  to  obtain  ten  thousand  volunteers  from  the 
two  great  military  states  of  Kentucky  and  Tennes- 
see, I will  attend  the  Indian  council,  with  that,  or 
with  any  other  force  that  I may  be  permitted  to  call 
to  that  point.  And  I will  do,  what  I am  in  honor 
and  in  duty  bound  to  do,  as  the  United  States  officer 
entrusted  with  the  command  of  the  western  division; 
namely — afford  protection  to  the  frontier  inhabitants 
— that  protection,  the  work  preparatory  to  which, 
shall  commence  before  the  work  of  destruction  is 
begun.  I will  be  ready  to  “repel  invasion.”  Hop- 
ing to  hear  from  you  on  this  subject  soon,  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

Maj.  gen.  U.  S.  army,  commanding. 
The  hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war,  city  of 
Washington,  D.  C. . 

(A  true  copy,) 

U.  Reid,  act’g.  ass’t  adj.  gen.,  western  division. 

Executive  depadment,  Nashville,  Aug.  20,  1838. 
Maj.  gen.  Edmund  P.  Gaines: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  kind  favor  of  the  8th  inst.,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  and  to  assure  you  in  reply,  that 
any  force  of  mounted  volunteers  that  you  may  be 
authorised  to  call  for,  from  the  state  of  Tennessee, 
will  be  furnished  in  the  most  prompt  manner,  at 
such  point  as  you  may  designate.  Some  companies 
are  now  in  readiness,  waiting  an  opportunity  to  en- 
gage in  the  service,  and  the  mere  promulgation  of 
your  letter  with  its  accompaniments,  will  rekindle 
the  long  cherished  desire  of  Tennesseans  to  signal- 
ize themselves  in  our  country’s  defence,  under  your 
command. 

The  only  difficulty  I apprehend,  will  be  in  re- 


straining their  ardor  to  the  requisite  number  that 
may  be  called  for,  as  was  the  case  on  a former  oc- 
casion, when  you  sounded  the  war  bugle  more  than 
two  years  ago,  on  the  western  border  of  our  union. 

Only  make  the  call  for  any  number  that  may  be 
authorized,  and  our  young  citizen  soldiers  will  rush 
forthwith  to  the  standard  of  our  country. 

In  giving  you  this  assurance  I hazard  nothing;  I 
know  from  some  experience,  the  feelings  and  patri- 
otic devotion  which  pervades  our  state.  From  the 
Mississippi  to  the  Stone  mountain,  the  same  spirit 
of  emulation  to  obey  the  call,  and  to  serve  under  a fa- 
vorite commander,  in  whom  they  have  entire  con- 
fidence, will  prevail. 

With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  N.  CANNON. 

Maj.  gen.  Gaines,  western  division,  U.  S.  army  com’g. 

ARMY  INTELLIGENCE. 

From  the  Missouri  Republican,  Aug.  7. 

DIVISION  ORDERS,  NO.  6. 

Head  quarters,  western  division, 

St.  Louis  arsenal,  Aug.  4,  1S38. 

A court  of  inquiry,  instituted  at  the  request  of 
G.  H.  Crossman,  6th  infantry,  assistant  quarter 
master,  and  whereof  major  E.  H.  Hitchcock,  8th 
infantry,  fo  president,  convened  on  the  30thof  July, 
1838,  at  the  court  house,  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
pursuant  to  western  division  order,  No.  5,  present 
series,  to  inve.'tigate  reports  and  suggestions  con- 
tained in  a single  letter,  purporting  that  captain 
Crossman  has  shown  marked  preference  and  favor- 
itism to  certain  houses  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  in 
shipments  of  public  property,  and  to  investigate, 
also,  any  other  accusations  or  imputations  "that 
might  be  adduced  against  the  quarter  master. 

The  court,  after  carefully  examining  all  the  tes- 
timony in  the  case,  is  of  opinion  that  the  imputa- 
tions contained  in  the  letter  purporting  to  have  been 
written  by  G.  K.  McGunnegle,  referred  to  in  the 
order  of  the  court,  are  without  foundation;  and  the 
court  is  also  of  opinion  that  no  other  imputations 
against  captain  Crossman,  which  have  been  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  court,  have  been  sustained;  and 
it  is  further  the  opinion  of  the  court,  that  so  far 
from  there  appearing  to  have  been  any  just  ground 
for  the  imputations  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
court,  either  by  the  letter  or  otherwise,  the  conduct 
of  captain  Crossman  appears  to  have  resulted  from 
a strict  regard  to  a proper  discharge  of  his  duties  in 
every  particular  which  has  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  court. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  in  the 
foregoing  case,  are  approved,  and  the  court  is  here- 
by dissolved. 

By  order  of  major  general  Gaines: 

J.  C.  REID, 

Acting  assistant  adjutant  general. 


BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  a convention  between  the  government 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  the  republic  of  Texas,  to  terminate  the  re- 
clamations of  the  former  government,  for  the  cap- 
ture, seizure,  and  detention  of  the  brigs  Pocket  and 
Durango,  and  for  injuries  suffered  by  American  citi- 
zens on  board  the  Pocket,  was  concluded  and  sign- 
ed at  Houston,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  which  convention  is  word  for  word, as 
follows: 

Convention  between  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America  and  the  government  of  the 
republic  of  Texas,  to  terminate  the  reclamations  of 
the  former  government,  for  the  capture,  seizure; 
and  detention  ol  the  brigs  Pocket  and  Durango,  and 
for  injuries  suffered  by  American  citizens  on  board 
the  Pocket. 

Alcee  La  Branche,  charge  d’affairsof  the  United 
States  of  America,  neat  the  republic  of  Texas,  act- 
ing on  behalf  of  the  said  United  States  of  America, 
and  R.  A.  Irion,  secretary  of  state  of  the  republic 
of  Texas,  acting  on  behalf  of  the  said  republic, 
have  agreed  to  the  following  articles: 

Art.  1.  The  government  of  the  republic  of  Texas, 
with  a view  to“ satisfy  the  aforesaid  reclamations  for 
the  capture,  seizure,  and  confiscation  of  the  two 
vessels  aforementioned,  as  well  as  for  indemnify  to 
American  citizens  who  have  suffered  injuries  from 
the  said  government  of  Texas,  or  its  officers,  obliges 
itself  to  pay  the  sum  of  eleven  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  ($11,750)  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  be  distributed 
amongst  the  claimants  by  the  said  government  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Art.  2.  The  sum  of  eleven  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  ($11,750)  agreed  on  in  the 
first  article,  shall  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver,  with  in- 
terest at  six  per  cent,  one  year  after  the  exchange 


of  the  ratifications  of  this  convention.  The  said 
payment  shall  be  made  at  the  seat  of  government 
of  the  republic  of  Texas,  in  the  hands  of  such  per- 
son or  persons  as  shall  be  duly  authorized  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  re- 
ceive the  same. 

Art.  3.  The  present  convention  shall  be  ratified, 
and  the  ratifications  thereof  shall  be  exchanged  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  space  of  three  months 
from  this  date  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  the  parties  above  named  have 
respectively  subscribed  these  articles,  and  thereto- 
affixed  their  seals. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Houston,  on  the  eleventh  day 
of  the  month  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-eight. 

[l.  s.]  ALCEE  LA  BRANCHE. 

[l.  s.]  R A.  IRION. 

And  whereas  the  said  convention  has  been  duly 
ratified  on  both  parts,  and  the  respective  ratifica- 
tions of  the  same  w’ere  exchanged  at  Washington, 
on  the  sixth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight,  by  John  Forsyth,  secretary 
of  state  of  the  United  States,  and  Fairfax  Catlett, 
charge  d’affairs  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  accredit- 
ed to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
part  of  their  respective  governments. 

Now',  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  MARTIN 
VAN  BUREN,  president  of  the  United  States, 
have  caused  the  said  convention  to  be  made  pub- 
lic, to  the  end  that  the  same  and  every  clause  and 
article  thereof  may  be  observed  and  fulfilled  with 
good  faith  by  the  United  States  and  the  citizens 
thereof. 

In  witness  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
[l.  s.]  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to 
be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  sixth  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States  the  sixty- 
third.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

By  the  president: 

John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state. 


THE  DARIEN  (GEO.)  TELEGRAPH. 

Sometime  since  a paragraph  appeared  in  the  Da- 
rien Telegraph,  couched  in  very  mysterious  terms, 
but  to  the  effect  that  the  editor  was  compelled  to 
suspend  his  publication.  The  mystery  is  now 
solved  in  the  following  proceedings  of  the  citizen* 
of  the  county  in  which  the  paper  was  published: 

PUBLIC  MEETING. 

The  undersigned  request  a meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens of  McIntosh  county,  at  the  court  house  in  Da- 
rien, on  Wednesday,  the  22d  day  of  August,  inst., 
to  devise  means  for  effectually  preserving  the  peace 
of  the  county.  All  who  value  the  free  institutions 
established  by  our  forefathers  in  the  dark  hour  of 
peril,  are  requested  to  attend. 

[Signed  by  50  names.] 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  notice,  a meet- 
ing of  the  citizens  of  McIntosh  county  was  held  in 
the  court  house  in  Darien  on  Wednesday,  the  22d 
day  of  August,  1838.  Dr.  Charles  West  was  called 
to  the  chair,  and  col.  Edwd.  H.  Bond  appointed  se- 
cretary. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  of- 
fered by  Thomas  Spalding,  esq. 

We,  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  McIntosh, 
deeply  sensible  of  the  injury  which  the  reputation 
of  the  city  and  of  the  county  has  sustained  by  the 
constant  broils  and  turmoils  that  have  been  kept  up 
for  many  years  past,  and  still  more  deeply  impress- 
ed with  the  direful  consequences  that  will  result  to 
our  reputation,  and  to  our  interests,  from  the  late 
tumultuous  and  violent  proceedings  that  have  taken 
place  in  Darien,  do  pledge  ourselves  that  we  will, 
to  the  utmost  of  our  means  and  power,  preserve 
the  law's  and  the  constitution  of  our  country,  in 
guarding  the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  freedom  of 
the  press. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved.  That  we  consider  any  at- 
tempt of  an  armed  assembly,  by  threats  of  violence 
or  personal  injury,  against  the  editor  of  a paper  in 
the  just  exercise  of  his  free  rights  as  a freeman  of 
this  free  republic,  as  unlawful,  unconstitutional,  and 
to  be  deprecated. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  we  request  Mr.  Mc- 
Cardell  to  resume  his  editorial  duties,  and  to  re- 
issue his  paper,  under  the  full  assurance  that  we 
will,  to  the  utmost  extent  of  our  power,  secure  him 
in  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  personal  and  his  edito- 
rial rights. 

This  resolution  was  rejected  by  a large  majority. 

And  on  motion  of  S.  M.  Bond,  esq.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  citizens  at 
the  former  meetings,  on  the  3d  and  4th  of  August 
be  approved  and  sanctioned  by  this  meeting. 

Unanimously  adopted. 
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/ %d  be  it  further  resolved.,  That  the  proceedings 
0Aiis  meeting  be  published,  together  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  3d  and  4th  inst.,  in  the  papers  of 
Savannah,  Macon,  Brunswick  and  Augusta. 

Proceedings  of  the  meetings  of  the  citizens  of  Da- 
rien and  its  vicinity,  held  in  Darien,  on  the  3d 
and  4th  of  August,  1833,  requested  to  be  publish- 
ed by  the  3d  resolution. 

Durien,  3 d August,  183S. 

At  a very  numerous  and  respectable  meeting  of 
the  citizens  of  Darien  and  its  vicinity,  called  at  the 
court  house  in  Darien,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  cause  of  an  unusual  excitement  prevailing  in 
the  community,  Dr.  James  Holmes,  mayor  of  the 
city,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Crane 
appointed  secretary. 

After  the  object  of  the  meeting  had  been  ex- 
plained by  the  chair,  on  motion  of  col.  E.  Rees,  se- 
conded by  capt.  A.  Lefils,  the  chair  appointed  the 
following  committee  to  draft  a preamble  and  reso- 
lutions lor  the  consideration  of  the  meeting:  Col. 
E.  S.  Rees,  H.  F.  Green,  Dr.  E.  H.  Bond,  Henry 
Yonge,  Jacob  Rokenbaugh,  Alexander  Mitchell, 
major  Chas.  H.  Hopkins,  George  Yonge  and  Dr. 
Charles  West;  who,  after  retiring  for  a short  time, 
returned  with  the  following,  which  was  unani- 
mously adopted: 

Whereas  the  citizens  of  McIntosh  county,  con- 
vened from  an  extensive  excitement,  growing  out 
of  continued  abuses  of  private  character  from  the 
editor  of  the  Darien  Telegraph,  and  desirous  of  al- 
laying such  excitement,  have  appointed  us  as  a 
committee  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  bring 
about  quiet,  peace  and  repose  to  our  city — 

The  following  resolutions  are  olfered  for  adoption 
by  the  citizens: 

Be  it  therefore  resolved.  That  the  editor  of  said 
paper  be  informed  that  the  grievous  abuse  com- 
plained of  be  discontinued,  and  the  names  and  cha- 
racter of  private  individuals  be  unmolested  in  that 
paper,  and  that  the  editor  pledge  his  word  to  this 
effect,  whereby  quiet  alone  will  be  restored. 

And  further  resolved.  That  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty  as  a public  officer,  he  has  often  been  op- 
pressive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mabry, seconded  by  maj.  Hop- 
kins, the  chair  appointed  col.  E.  S.  Rees,  Dr.  Chas. 
West,  and  Alexander  Mitchell,  esq.,  a committee 
to  wait  upon  Mr.  McCardell  with  the  foregoing  re- 
solutions and  receive  his  reply. 

On  motion  of  J.  P.  Green,  seconded  by  Samuel 
Palmer,  the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  same 
place  at  3 o’clock,  P.  M. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  citizens  met  at  the 
court  house  at  3,  P.  M.,  and  were  called  to  order 
again  by  the  chairman. 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meet- 
ing having  been  dispensed  with,  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  Mr.  McCardell  were  called  upon 
for  their  report. 

Col.  E.  S.  Rees,  the  chairman  of  that  committee, 
reported  their  having  waited  upon  Mr.  C.  McCardell 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  meeting,  and  were  by 
him  requested  to  wait  until  to-morrow  morning  at 
nine  o’clock  to  give  a definite  answer. 

The  meeting  was  then  addressed  by  col.  Rees, 
Dr.  West,  maj.  Hopkins,  and  the  chair — and  on  mo- 
tion of  G.  T.  Rogers,  seconded  by  capt.  Lefils,  the 
report  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  and  Mr. 
McCardell’s  request  granted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  West,  seconded  by  col.  E.  S. 
Rees,  the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same 
place,  at  half  past  nine  o’clock,  on  the  morning  of 
the  4th  inst. 

Darien,  August  4th,  1838. 
Agreeably  to  adjournment,  the  citizens  assem- 
bled again  in  the  court  house,  and  were  called  to 
order  by  the  chair. 

On  motion,  the  proceedings  of  the  previous  meet- 
ing were  read,  and  the  report  of  the  committee 
called  for.  Col.  E.  S.  Rees,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  arose,  and,  after  very  appropriate  re- 
marks, read  the  following  letter,  addressed  to  the 
committee  by  Allen  B.  Powell,  esq. 

Darien,  August  3d,  1838. 
Gentlemen-:  I am  authorised  by  Mr.  McCar- 
dell to  say,  that  he  is  willing  to  leave  the  settlement 
of  the  difficulties  now  existing  between  him  and 
some  ol  the  citizens  of  McIntosh  county  to  the 
umpirage  of  three  disinterested,  discreet  citizens — 
he  to  choose  one,  the  citizens  aggrieved  another, 
and  those  two  a third — and  that  both  parties  bind 
themselves,  under  a pledge  of  their  sacred  honors, 
to  abide  the  aw'ard  of  said  umpires. 

Your  fellow  citizen, 

T ( Signed)  ALLEN  B.  POWELL. 

,0Asrs-  E-  s-  Rees,  Alex.  Mitchell,  Chas.  West, 
I tee. 


The  meeting  was  then  addressed  in  a very  feel- 
ing manner  by  Dr.  West  and  capt.  Lefils. 

On  motion  of  capt.  Lefils,  seconded  by  Mr.  Geo. 
Yonge,  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Allen  B.  Powell  was 
accepted,  and  Mr.  James  Blue  was  voted  by  accla- 
mation the  arbiter  on  the  part  of  the  citizens. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  meet 
in  the  same  place  as  soon  as  possible,  after  giving 
the  arbiters  time  to  meet  and  draw  up  articles  of 
agreement. 

Agreeably  to  adjournment,  the  meeting  assem- 
bled again  at  5 o’clock,  P.  M.,  and  after  being  cal- 
led to  order,  Mr.  James  Blue  reported  the  following 
agreement,  which  was  presented,  signed  by  the  ar- 
biter of  the  parties,  under  pledge  of  sacred  honor, 
and  also  by  the  umpire. 

PLEDGE. 

We,  the  undersigned  arbiters  appointed,  A.  B. 
Powell  in  behalf  of  C.  McCardell,  and  James  Blue 
in  behalf  of  the  citizens,  touching  the  grievances 
complained  of  by  said  citizens  against  C.  McCar- 
dell, charging  him  with  introducing  and  bringing 
before  the  public  the  private  characters  of  indivi- 
duals of  this  county: 

We  agree  that  the  editor  of  the  Telegraph  shall 
abstain  from  introducing  in  the  colums  of  his  pa- 
per the  character  of  private  individuals;  and  fur- 
ther, as  editor,  he  shall  not  indulge  in  personal 
abuse;  and  further,  we  request  that  the  said  editor 
will  not  notice  in  any  manner  the  proceedings  of  the 
late  public  meetings  touching  these  matters. 


ALLEN  B.  POWELL, 


arbiters. 


(Signed)  JAMES.  BLUE, 

E.  S.  REES,  umpire. 

Capt.  Lefils  then  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Henry  Yonge,  and 
unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
tendered  to  Mr.  James  Blue  for  the  very  able  and 
efficient  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duty 
as  arbiter,  and  that  we  pledge  ourselves  to  abide 
strictly  by  the  above  decision,  and  will  make  every 
possible  exertion  to  promote  the  peace  and  quiet  of 
the  community. 

On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned  sine  die. 

(Signed)  JAMES  HOLMES,  chairman. 

H.  A.  Crane,  secretary. 


We,  the  undersigned,  were  either  present  at  the 
above  meetings  or  sanction  the  proceedings  of  the 
same,  and  do  in  a most  positive  manner  disclaim 
any  thing  like  party  feeling  in  the  matter — its  ob- 
ject being  to  quiet  the  existing  excitement,  and 
adopt  such  measures  as  would  prevent  its  recur- 
rence for  the  future. 

[Signed  by  100  names.] 


THE  NAVY. 

The  following  articles  from  the  “Globe”  have 
caused  much  angry  discussion  throughout  the 
country: 

From  the  Globe,  Aug.  1. 

MR.  SECRETARY  DICKERSON  AND  THE  NAVY. 

We  omitted  to  notice  the  departure  of  this  gen- 
tlemen a few  days  since  for  his  residence  in  New 
Jersey,  where  we  earnestly  hope  he  will,  for  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  enjoy  that  philosophic  re- 
pose to  which  his  long  and  faithful  public  services 
so  justly  entitle  him. 

It  has  been  the  fashion  of  late,  and  most  espe- 
cially since  the  subject  of  the  exploring  expedition 
occupied  public  attention,  to  decry  this  gentleman; 
and,  with  him,  that  branch  of  the  public  service 
over  which  he  presided. 

So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn,  most,  if 
not  all,  the  complaints  against  Mr.  Dickerson’s  ad- 
ministration of  the  navy  department,  originated  in 
those  qualities,  which,  though  they  constitute  the 
charm  of  social  life,  too  often  stand  arrayed  in  di- 
rect hostility  to  our  public  duties.  He  was  too  in- 
dulgent, it  is  said,  in  granting  leave  of  absence, 
without  due  discrimination;  in  permitting  officers 
to  accept  or  reject  a service  to  w hich  he  had  order- 
ed them;  and  in  various  other  ways  neglecting  or 
declining  to  enforce  those  rigid  rules  of  discipline  so 
indispensable  to  the  vital  principle  of  every  service. 

There  is  probably  some  truth  in  this,  for  such  is 
the  universal  impression;  and  universal  impres- 
sions are  generally  well  founded.  If  so,  Mr.  Dick- 
erson may  be  justly  liable  to  blame  for  indulging  a 
feeling  in  his  public  station,  which  in  private  life 
is  so  amiable  and  praiseworthy.  He  should  have 
recollected  that  private  feeling  and  public  duty  are 
too  often  arrayed  against  each  other,  and  that  in  a 
vast  majority  of  cases,  it  is  only  by  the  sacrifice  of 
the  one  that  we  inherit  the  honors  to  be  derived 
from  the  proper  discharge  of  the  other. 

However  this  may  be,  the  general  impression  is 
that  the  discipline  and  character  of  the  navy  are  at 
a very  low  ebb.  There  may  be  some  truth  in  this, 
though  we  are  satisfied  the  truth  has  been  exagge- 


rated. That  the  service  has  deteriorated  from  the 
exalted  elevation  it  had  attained  at  the  close  of  the 
late  war  cannot  be  denied.  But  is  not  this  the  in- 
evitable and  invariable  consequence  of  a long  peace? 
What  is  exclusively  intended  for  war,  can  only 
flourish  in  its  highest  perfection  in  war;  and  to  say 
that  the  character  and  discipline  of  the  navy  have 
degenerated  in  twenty-four  years  of  peace,  is  only 
to  say  what  may  be  applied  with  equal  justice  to 
every  service  under  heaven  in  similarcircumstances. 
But  the  exposures  which  took  place  immediately 
after  the  installation  of  the  late  president,  prove 
that  the  degeneracy  had  been  most  rapid  in  the  pe- 
riod which  then  intervened  between  that  time  arid 
the  close  of  the  war. 

Yet  we  are  not  disposed  to  deny  what  we  are 
assured,  on  authority  we  cannot  question,  is  true, 
that  there  does  exist  in  our  navy  defects,  which,  if 
not  speedily  eradicated,  will  not  only  lose  it  the 
affections  of  the  nation,  but  make  it  the  scorn  and 
contempt  of  the  world.  We  will  enumerate  some 
of  these,  for  it  is  time,  and  high  time,  the  truth 
should  be  told. 

We  are  assured,  and  believe,  that  there  is  a total 
want  of  that  esprit  du  corps,  without  which  there 
can  be  nothing  high  or  ennobling  in  the  profession 
of  arms.  Instead  of  the  generous  avarice  of  glory, 
which  should  inspire  every  true  sailor,  it  is  said 
that  a mean  and  pitiful  jealousy,  equally  degrading 
to  the  man  and  the  profession,  pervades  all  classes 
of  officers;  that  instead  of  cherishing  the  reputa- 
tion of  every  member  as  a part  of  their  own,  and 
viewing  with  complacency  any  favor  accorded  to 
merit  or  services,  it  is  their  habit  to  contemplate 
it  with  the  scowl  of  envy,  as  an  unmerited  reward, 
earned  without  desert,  and  conferred  without  dis- 
crimination. A service  constituted  of  such  mate- 
rials, and  disorganised  by  such  unworthy  principles 
of  discord,  can  neither  merit  nor  receive  the  affec- 
tion and  respect  of  a great  and  generous  nation. — 
It  contains  within  itself  the  seeds  of  its  own  mor- 
tality; or,  if  it  exists  at  all,  must  dwindle  out  a life 
of  contempt  and  insignificance. 

We  are  farthermore  assured,  by  our  own  obser- 
vation, and  from  information  derived  from  authen- 
tic sources,  that  there  is  a disposition  in  too  many 
of  our  young  officers,  most  especially,  to  decline, 
or  [in  other  terms,]  to  skulk  from  service;  or  at 
least  from  all  service  but  such  as  they  may  be 
pleased  to  think  agreeable,  or  worthy  of  their  pre- 
tensions, real  or  imaginary.  This  is  said  to  be 
most  alarmingly  apparent  during  the  present  season 
of  the  year,  and  a most  alarming  epidemic  rages 
among  them,  which  can  only  be  cured  by  a sojourn 
for  a month  or  two  at  the  White  Sulphur  springs. 

The  young  gentlemen  of  the  navy — so,  at  least, 
says  common  report — seem  to  have  forgotten  that 
when  they  received  their  commissions  they  gave 
themselves  to  their  country;  that,  in  return  for  rank, 
maintenance,  and  rewards,  she  has  a right  to  their 
entire  services,  and  to  the  sacrifice  of  their  lives  to 
her  defence  or  honor.  They  seem  to  think,  so  we 
are  told,  that  the  motives  and  feelings  which  compel 
a man  to  handle  a spade  or  shovel  for  his  daily 
bread,  are  those  which  inspire  him  to  wield  his 
sword  in  the  service  of  his  country;  and  that  inas- 
much as  a lazy  lout  skulks  from  his  work  whenever 
he  can  live  without  it,  go  the  defender  of  his  coun- 
try has  a right  to  quarter  himself  upon  her,  feed  on 
her  vitals,  get  as  much  out  of  her  as  he  can,  and  do 
as  little  for  her  as  possible.  With  such  a spirit,  or, 
rather,  absence  of  all  spirit,  deeply  rooted  and  daily 
gaining  ground  in  the  service,  neither  Mr.  Dicker- 
son  nor  any  other  man  living  can  bring  back  the 
navy  to  the  high  water-mark  of  glory,  where  it  once 
floated  the  admiration  of  the  world.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  make  heroes  out  of  men  who  adopt  the  max- 
ims and  principles  of  coblers  and  tinkers. 

Having  incidentally,  and  without  premeditation, 
broached  this  subject,  we  shall  follow  it  up  by  some 
other  causes,  which  have  been  suggested  to  us,  as 
contributing  to  the  deterioration  of  the  navy. 

From  the  same,  Avgust.  2. 

We  understand,  and  are  assured  of  the  fact  from 
our  own  observation,  that  a very  degrading  and  de- 
basing practice  has  become  common  among  some 
officers  of  the  navy,  and,  for  aught  we  know’,  the 
army  loo.  We  allude  to  the  habit  of  coming  to 
Washington,  and  tagging  at  the  heels  of  members  of 
congress,  with  the  pertinacity  of  sturdy  beggars, 
animated,  or  rather  depressed,  by  the  consciousness 
either  that  their  own  merits  and  services  do  not  en- 
title them  to  the  favour  they  ask.  or  that  the  man  in 
whom  it  rests  to  grant  it  has  not  the  sense  to  per- 
ceive nor  the  justice  to  yield  to  their  claims.  No- 
thing, in  our  opinion,  can  more  distinctly  indicate  a 
consciousnesss  of  the  absence  of  all  well-founded 
pretension,  than  a resort  to  such  means  in  its  sup- 
port. It  is  equally  an  insult  to  their  chief  and  a 
degradation  to  themselves.  We  sincerely  hope,  that 
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if  the  new  secretary  of  the  navy  catches  any  officer 
campaigning  at  Washington  in  this  manner,  he  will 
kidnap  the  gentleman  forthwith,  and  employ  him  in 
some  more  honorable  vocation.  We  have  heard  it 
hinted  that  such  is  his  intention. 

It  is  also  said,  and  probably  with  truth,  that  little 
or  no  attention  is  paid  by  some  officers  of  the  navy 
to  the  just  claims  of  each  other;  that  in  seeking  ser- 
vice, they  do  not  hesitate  to  push  themselves  for- 
ward by  the  aid  of  personal  importunity,  or  extra- 
neous influence,  into  situations  which  justly  apper- 
tain to  others;  and,  when  disappointed,  to  cry  out 
against  the  injustice  of  the  secretary,  and  make  this 
a pretext  for  declining  all  service  whatever.  To 
these  young  gentlemen  we  have  only  to  say,  that,  in 
every  service,  and,  indeed,  throughout  every  variety 
of  human  life,  all  cannot  be  gratified;  and  that,  if 
every  man  were  permitted  to  choose  his  own  place, 
there  would  be  nobody  behind.  All  cannot  be  grati- 
fied; and  in  a military  or  naval  service,  most  espe- 
cially, obedience  is  the  first  and  greatest  duty,  unless 
some  crying  flagrant  injustice  is  attempted. 

Last,  and  most  weighty  and  serious  of  all  the  al- 
legations against  the  navy,  is  the  charge  we  have 
now  to  notice.  It  is  (he  general  impression  abroad 
that  the  love  of  glory,  which  alone  gives  dignity  to 
the  profession  of  arms,  and  distinguishes  the  soldier 
from  the  cut-purse  and  cut-throat,  has  given  place 
among  them  to  the  love  of  money.  It  is  affirmed 
that  a sordid  spirit — an  itching,  grasping,  monopo- 
lizing spirit — is  every  day  gaining  ground  among 
them.  Forgetting  that  their  country  has  placed  on 
them  the  badge  of  honor,  which  stamps  them  gen- 
tlemen wherever  they  go;  which  elevates  them  to 
the  rank  of  her  representatives  in  every  part  of  the 
known  world;  that,  without  money,  they  occupy  a 
station  in  all  honorable  society  which  money  cannot 
bestow;  and  that  the  epauiette  they  w'ear,  if  worn 
with  honor,  is  worth  more  than  the  miser’s  gold; 
they  are  accused  of  making  gain  their  object,  and 
money  their  god.  The  report  is  every  where  abroad, 
that  now  an  officer  cannot  lift  an  arm  in  any  mo- 
mentary? exigency,  without  exacting  from  his  coun- 
try as  much  as  he  possibly  can  for  what  he  is  pleased 
to  call  “extra  services.”  If,  for  a moment,  he 
performs  the  duties,  (often  much  lighter  than  his 
own,)  of  a superior,  instead  of  considering  the  ho- 
nor of  the  accident  a sufficient  remuneration,  he 
brings  his  claim  to  suck  a little  more  blood  from  his 
country;  backs  it  by  an  argument  more  worthy  of  an 
ingenious  pettifogger  than  of  a high-minded  gentle 
man  and  soldier,  and  presses  it  with  a pertinacity 
only  paralleled  by  the  absurd  folly  of  his  pretensions. 

Such  are  some  of  the  charges  now  current  all 
over  the  land,  which  have  contributed  mainly  to 
wither  the  laurels  of  our  glorious  navy,  and  almost 
wrested  from  it  the  affections  of  the  people.  That 
these  charges  are  greatly  exaggerated,  we  have  no 
doubt.  But,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  probable  there 
is  too  much  truth  in  them.  Else  could  it  never 
have  happened  that,  even  as  before  the  last  war,  our 
navy  had  to  fight  itself  into  the  favor  of  the  nation, 
so  is  it  likely  to  be  in  any  future  one,  unless  some- 
thing decisive  is  done,  and  soon.  And  what  is  that 
something?  The  officers  of  the  navy  must  adopt 
new  maxims,  and  propose  to  themselves  higher  mo- 
tives of  action,  than  those  by  which  they  seem  now 
to  be  animated.  They  must  awake  to  the  dignity  of 
their  profession;  they  must  cherish  the  esprit  du 
corps;  they  must  depend  more  on  their  own  merits 
and  services,  and  on  the  justice,  impartiality,  and 
discrimination  of  their  superiors;  less  on  becoming 
the  toad-eaters  and  hangers-on  of  members  of  con- 
gress, they  must  be  "willing,  nay,  eager,  to  serve, 
when  their  country  calls  upon  them,  and  less  anxious 
to  visit  the  White  Sulphur;  and  when  they  cannot 
get  the  service  they  may  choose,  must  take  that 
W'hichis  given  (hem. 

In  short,  they  must  be  more  proud  of  rank  than 
pelf;  value  honor  above  riches,  and  think  less  of 
themselves,  more  of  their  country.  Then  will  their 
laurels  become  green  again;  then  will  the  red  cross 
become  pale  at  the  approach  of  the  eagle  which 
grasps  the  lightning;  and  then,  as  during  the  late 
war,  will  “the  windows  sparkle  with  stars,”  as  they 
pass  through  the  streets  of  our  cities. 

Our  animadversion  will  not  reach  that  class  of 
distinguished  men  who  have  rendered  high  service 
to  their  country,  and  have  preserved  their  honor  un- 
tarnished, their  activity  and  zeal  unflagging,  during 
a long  and  enervating  peace.  Nor  will  it  touch  the 
emulous  and  ingenuous  youth  who  have  devoted 
themselves  to  raise  their  own  with  the  fame  of  their 
country  on  the  wings  of  its  eagle. 

From  the  Globe. 

The  late  secretary  of  the  navy:  The  letter  of  this 
gentleman  to  his  friends  in  New  Jersey  will  be 
found  in  our  columns.  It  is  an  excellent  paper, 
every  way  worthy  of  the  sound  head  and  heart  of 


its  author.  The  National  Intelligencer  will,  doubt- 
less, republish  it,  that  its  readers  may  see  how  well 
he  appreciates  the  vindication  to  furnish  which  it 
has  so  kindly  volunteered  its  columns,  in  publish- 
ing the  crocodile  effusion  of  one  of  his  bitterest 
enemies,  assuming,  in  the  Jerseyman,  the  disguise 
of  one  devoted  to  his  honor  and  interests. 

We  regret  to  find  from  his  closing  remarks,  that 
Mr.  Dickerson  misconstrues  the  meaning  of  our 
remarks  on  his  retirement,  which  he  does  us  the 
justice,  nevertheless,  to  consider  kindly  meant.  In 
our  familiar  conversations  with  him  before  he  left 
Washington,  we  understood  him,  in  complaining  of 
the  drudgery  which  compelled  him  to  resign  office, 
and  to  seek  ease  and  enjoyment  among  his  books, 
and  the  renovation  of  his  health  among  his  trees 
and  his  fields,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  decline 
public  employment.  We  shall  be  gratified  to  find 
it  otherwise.  New  Jersey  does  not  hold  the  citizen 
who  has  rendered  the  state  as  much  service  as  Mr. 
Dickerson;  not  one  who  can  render  her  more  now: 
and  we  can  assure  him,  if  it  depended  upon  our 
vote,  he  would  soon  be  called  into  public  employ- 
ment, and  never  “dismissed”  from  it  while  he  was 
willing  to  serve. 


APPRENTICES  IN  THE  NAVY. 

From  the  New  Fork  American. 

It  may  conduce  to  the  convenience  of  many  pa- 
rents, as  it  will,  we  are  sure,  to  that  of  the  officers 
having  in  charge  the  enlistment  of  apprentices,  that 
the  regulation  under  which  boys  are  received  for 
the  naval  service,  should  be  more  extensively  known 
— and  hence  wTe  publish  them  at  length. 

Much  misapprehension  exists  on  this  subject, 
which  is  the  cause  of  frequent  disappointment  to  ap- 
plicants, and  of  bootless  trouble  to  officers.  It  is,  by 
many,  supposed  that  the  receiving  vessels,  or  yard, 
where  these  apprentices  are  received,  resemble  in 
some  sort  the  military  school  at  West  Point,  and  that 
boys  entered  therein  will,  at  the  end  of  their  lerrns, 
be  passed  as  midshipmen. 

The  regulations  will  show  that  there  is  nothing  in 
this  idea;  that  the  object  is  to  train  sailors — and  so 
far  as  we  have  had  opportunity  to  ascertain,  at  the 
navy  yard  at  this  station,  where  by  far  the  largest 
number  of  apprentices  is  collected,  this  object  is 
successfully  attained.  We  have  heard  ot  several 
instances  of  lads  from  this  yard,  who  have,  on  the 
first  voyage — so  thoroughly  were  they  grounded  in 
the  elements  of  seamanship  and  ship  duly— acquitted 
themselves  like  old  sailors. 

The  regulations  under  which  these  youths  are  re- 
ceived and  governed,  seem  to  us  exceedingly  ju- 
dicious; and  we  do  not  doubt  that  great  benefit  will 
result,  not  only  to  the  military,  but  to  the  mercantile 
marine,  by  the  infusion  into  them  of  these  well- 
trained  and  well  disciplined  apprentices. 

Regulations  for  the  enlistment  and  employment  of  boys 

who  may  be  entered  to  serve  in  the  navy  until  they 

arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

In  the  enlistment  of  boys  to  serve  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  as  authorised  by  the  act  of  congress 
approved  on  the  second  day  of  March,  1837,  none 
are  to  be  entered  who  shall  be  under  thirteen  or  over 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  who,  after  careful  examina- 
tion and  inquiry,  shall  not  be  deemed  of  sound  con- 
stitutions, good  health,  and  free  from  all  injuries, 
defects,  or  disease,  w'hich  would  be  likely  to  render 
them  unfit  to  perform  the  duties  which  are  expected 
from  them. 

No  boy  is  to  he  entered  who  shall  have  been  con- 
victed of  any  criminal  or  disgraceful  offence,  or  who 
shall  have  been  sent  to  any  house  of  correction  or 
refuge,  or  other  place  of  punishment. 

No  advances  are  to  be  made  by?  the  recruiting  of- 
ficer to  the  boys  who  may  enter,  or  to  their  parents 
or  guardians:  but  such  clothing  and  other  articles  as 
may  be  necessary  to  their  comfort,  will  be  furnished 
upon  the  order  of  the  commanders  of  the  receiving' 
vessels,  when  they  repair  on  board  for  duty. 

Whenever  it  can  be  ascertained  that  a boy  wish- 
ing to  enter  has  a parent  or  guardian  whose  presence 
can  be  obtained,  such  parent  or  guardian  must  sign 
his  or  her  name  in  the  proper  column  of  the  shipping 
articles,  as  evidence  of  his  or  her  assent  to  the  en- 
listment. * 

When  the  parent  or  guardians  cannot  be  present, 
and  can  be  referred  to,  they  must  sign  duplicate  cer- 
tificates of  dssent,  in  presence  of  and  to  be  certified 
by  some  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  magistrate, 
according  to  a form  wdiich  will  be  furnished,  one  of 
which  certificates  must  be  transmitted  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  with  the  monthly  report  of  the  re- 
cruiting officer,  and  the  other  sent  to  the  commander 
of  the  receiving  vessel,  to  be  transferred  with  the 
account  of  the  boy  from  one  vessel  to  another  when- 
ever he  is  transferred  himself. 

At  the  time  of  their  enlistment  they  are  to  be 
rated  as  of  the  second  or  third  class  boys,  according 
to  their  age,  size,  and  qualifications. 


The  pay  of  boys  of  the  3d  class  shall  be  five  dol* 
lars  a month,  and  the  pay  of  boys  of  the  second  class 
shall  be  six  dollars  a month.  The  first  class  boys  to 
receive  seven  dollars. 

When  they  cannot  be  attached  to  vessels  in  com- 
mission, they  shall  serve  on  board  some  one  of  the 
three  large  receiving  vessels. 

They  are  to  be  supplied,  under  the  immediate  di- 
rection of  the  commander  of  the  vessel,  with  such 
articles  of  clothing  and  other  necessaries  as  may 
contribute  to  their  health  and  comfort;  but,  after 
the  first  supply,  the  amount  which  may  be  due  to 
them  is  on  no  account  to  be  exceeded:  on  the  con- 
trary. it  is  desirable  that  they  should  have  as  large 
an  amount  due  to  them  as  possible  at  the  expiration 
of  their  service. 

They  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  draw  the  spirit  part 
of  their  ration,  nor  to  receive  tobacco,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  they  are  to  be  encouraged  and  required,  if 
possible,  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  both. 

Whenever  their  rate  of  pay  will  allow  it,  they  may 
allot  a parent,  such  amount  as  shall  not  reduce  the 
amount  left  for  their  own  use  below  six  dollars  a 
month,  nor  more  than  one  half  their  pay,  when  the 
half  shall  have  exceeded  six  dollars  a month. 

They  shall  receive  no  part  of  their  pay  for  their 
personal  use  until  their  discharge,  excepting  for 
their  clothing  and  necessaries,  as  herein  before  pro- 
vided, and  occasionally  small  advances  in  money, 
under  direction  of  their  commander,  for  the  purchase 
of  articles  conducive  to  health,  and  for  small  ex- 
penses when  permitted  to  go  on  shore  on  liberty; 
care  must  be  observed,  however,  that  this  indulgence 
is  not  abused. 

Every  commander  of  a vessel  in  which  any  of 
these  boys  may  serve,  shall  cause  them  to  be  well 
instructed  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  and  to 
be  employed  on  all  such  duties  which  they  may  be 
competent  to  perform,  as  may  give  them  a thorough 
knowledge  of  seamanship,  and  best  qualify  them  to 
perform  the  duties  of  seamen  and  petty  officers. 

They  are  never  to  be  required  or  permitted  to  at- 
tend as  waiters  or  servants  to  the  officers,  whenever 
there  are  other  persons  present  who  can  properly 
perform  those  services. 

As  an  inducement  for  exertion  and  a reward  for 
good  conduct,  ail  persons  enlisted  under  this  pro- 
vision shall  be  eligible  to  promotion  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  persons  of  the  ship’s  company,  as 
vacancies  may  occur,  and  their  qualifications  and 
conduct  may  merit : but  all  such  promotion  of  boys 
shall  be  gradual  and  regular  from  third  to  second, 
and  from  second  to  first  class  boys,  landsmen,  ordi- 
nary seamen,  seamen  and  petty  officers  ; and  on  the 
other  hand,  they  shall  also  be  subject  to  a reduction 
of  rating,  like  all  other  persons,  for  neglect  or  mis- 
conduct. 

If  they  shall  serve  the  full  term  of  their  enlistment 
in  a manner  satisfactory  to  their  respective  com- 
manders, they  shall,  upon  their  discharge,  receive  a 
certificate  stating  the  length  of  such  service,  and  time 
served  in  each  rating,  and  the  opinion  which  is 
then  entertained  of  their  conduct,  qualifications  and 
merits. 

Should  they  subsequently  wish  to  re-enter  the 
service,  and  produce  to  the  recruiting  officer  a cer- 
tificate of  good  conduct  while  serving  under  their 
first  enlistment,  such  officer  shall,  if  men  are  required, 
and  there  shall  be  no  objection  on  the  score  of 
health,  or  other  disqualification,  give  a preference  to 
them  over  persons  who  have  not  previously  served 
in  the  navy. 

Should  any  of  them  give  decided  evidences  of  the 
talents  and  conduct  which  might,  by  proper  atten- 
tion and  cultivation,  make  them  valuable  boatswains, 
gunners,  or  masters  for  the  navy,  they  are  to  be 
specially  reported  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and 
the  commander  of  the  vessel  shall  give  all  proper 
facilities  to  advance  their  instruction. 

At  the  expiration  of  their  service,  or  at  their  re- 
gular discharge,  they  shall  receive  the  amount  which 
may  then  be  due  to  them. 

These  regulations  to  be  subject  at  all  times  to 
such  alterations  and  modifications  as  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  for  the  time  being,  may  deem  necessary 
or  expedient,  and  it  is  to  be  understood  (hat  they 
form  no  part  of  the  agreement  between  the  United 
States  and  the  other  parties,  all  of  which  are  con- 
tained in  the  shipping  articles. 

By  order  of  the  president, 

Navy  department,  1838. 

NAVAL  REMINISCENCE. 

From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

OLD  IRONSIDES. 

Extract  from  the  official  letter  of  com.  Hull,  com- 
municating the  destruction  of  the  Gurriere. 

“ August  30,  18![jr 

“At  this  time,  the  chase  had  backed  heroon  ‘ 
top-sail,  waiting  for  us  to  come  down.  Ae  down 
the  Constitution  was  ready  for  action,  I ’ 
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with  an  Mention  to  bring  her  to  close  action  im- 
mediat-1.'';  but,  on  our  coming  within  gun  shot,  she 
gave  us  a broadside  and  filled  away,  and  wore,  giv- 
ing us  a broadside  on  the  other  tack,  but  without 
effect,  her  shot  falling  short.  She  continued  near- 
ing and  manoeuvring,  lor  about  three  quarters  of  an 
hour,  to  get  a raking  position;  but,  finding  she 
could  not,  she  bore  up,  and  run  under  her  topsail 
and  jib,  with  the  wind  on  the  quarter.  I immedi- 
ately made  sail  to  bring  the  ship  up  with  her,  and, 
5 minutes  before  six,  P.  M.,  being  alongside,  within 
half  pistol  shot,  we  commenced  a heavy  fire  from 
all  our  guns,  double-shotted  with  round  and  grape; 
and  so  well  directed  were  they,  and  so  warmly  kept 
up,  that,  in  sixteen  minutes,  her  rnizen  mast  went  by 
the  board,  and  her  main  yard  in  the  slings,  and  the 
hull,  rigging  and  sails  very  much  cut  up.  The 
fire  was  kept  up  with  equal  warmth  for  fifteen  mi- 
nutes longer,  when  her  main  mast  and  fore  mast 
went,  taking  with  them  every  spar,  except  the  bow- 
sprit. On  seeing  this,  we  ceased  firing;  so  that,  in 
thirty  minutes  after  we  had  got  fairly  alongside  the 
enemy,  she  surrendered,  and  had  not  a spar  stand- 
ing, and  her  hull,  below  and  above  water,  so  shat- 
tered, that  a few  more  broadsides  must  have  carried 
her  down.” 

Thus,  at  the  moment  when  we  had  bearded  the 
lion — when  we  had  challenged  the  “mistress  of  the 
seas”  to  combat — a tight  frigate  put  to  sea,  in 
quest  of  the  invincible  foe,  headed  by  a veteran, 
and  filled  with  gallant  souls.  Scarce  had  she  clear- 
ed the  land,  and  found  herself  upon  the  wide  waste 
of  waters,  ere  she  met  the  enemy,  flushed  with  the 
pride  of  a thousand  victories,  and,  after  as  glorious 
an  action  as  graces  the  annals  of  any  country,  the 
proud  Dacres  struck  to  the  brave  Hull;  thereby 
giving  to  the  waves  the  motto  of 

‘ The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain, 
And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission,  spreads.” 

Who  does  not  look  with  pride  upon  the  joyful  re- 
miniscence? Who  does  not  remember  the  glorious 
shouts  of  applause  that  sounded  throughout  the 
land?  The  example  set  by  Hull  and  his  brave 
crew  was  responded  to  by  the  other  gallant  souls. 
Scarcely  a month  passed  without  news  of  fresh 
laurels  gained  by  the  sons  of  the  sea.  Trophies 
were  coming  in  from  oceans  with  every  breeze. — 
The  cruisers  of  the  enemy  were  falling  tar  and  wide 
by  the  skill  and  bravery  of  our  small,  but  daring, 
navy. 

After  the  lapse  of  more  than  twenty  years,  some 
of  those  heroes  are  yet  among  us,  with  all  their  fa- 
culties and  energies  fresh  around  them.  We  see 
them  walking,  with  steady  eye  and  firm  step, 
ready  to  fight  those  battles  o’er  again.  After 
forty  years  of  service — after  all  their  perils — in  the 
autumn  and  winter  of  life — are  they  enjoying  addi- 
tional rank — that  boon,  that  honor,  so  flattering  to 
the  hero?  No;  we  find  them  still  holding  the  same 
rank  as  when  they  struck  terror  into  the  hearts  of 
the  foe,  and  into  the  minds  of  the  proud  islanders. 
And  while  the  commander  of  the  vanquished  Gur- 
riere  is  about  to  succeed  to  the  highest  rank — while 
he  is  on  the  threshold  of  promotion — the  hardy  and 
gallant  spirit  that  led  old  Ironsides  coolly  into  the 
thick  fight,  is  left  without  the  hope*  of  advance- 
ment. Capt  Dacrcs  is  about  to  be  made  an  admiral. 

Upon  taking  a hasty  glance  of  our  commercial 
affairs,  any  one  will  perceive  the  importance  of  our 
navy.  Looking  a little  further,  he  will  discover 
the  necessity  of  higher  grades,  of  additional  rank. 
We  often  hear  of  jarring  interests  and  difficulties 
between  officers,  arising  from  a want  of  superiority 
in  rank.  WTe  require  admirals,  vice  and  rear  admi- 
rals and  commodores.  When  will  the  moment  be 
more  auspicious  than  now?  Those  very  heroes  who 
fought  the  navy  into  high  standing — who  stood 
firm  against  fearful  odds,  vanquishing  the  foe  in 
every  sea — are  yet  fresh  among  us;  and  they  would 
cheerfully  again  measure  weapons  with  the  world, 
should  necessity  demand  it. 

Never  was  there  a period  when  the  country  re- 
quired its  favorite  arm,  the  navy,  to  be  in  readiness, 
more  than  at  present.  Look  at  our  unsettled  and 
complex  affairs  with  England;  to  Canada;  to  Mex- 
ico; to  Spain  and  Portugal:  and  look  nearer,  and 
behold  our  home.  There  is  not  a single  cruiser  in 
readiness  to  render  assistance  to  the  many  home- 
ward bound  vessels  approaching  our  coast.  Our 
navy,  as  at  present  organized,  is  not  adequate  to  the 
position  of  the  country.  We  require  more  officers 
of  every  grade;  large  promotions  are  necessary. — 
^Te  require  an  increase  of  smaller  vessels;  we  want 
bns  and  schooners;  and  care  should  be  taken  in 
the  Yodels  of  thi3  class,  in  order  to  avoid  failures; 
(look  t (|je  situation  of  some  of  the  exploring  ves- 

* Not  wi  t hope,  though  vre  fear  without  the 
itnmedia  e y , peci  0p  well-earned  advancement. 

[Ed.  A.  % N.  C. 


scls;  one  schooner  costing  $40,000,  and  now  made 
a receiving  ship.) 

With  due  delerence  to  the  opinion  of  the  presi- 
dent, the  force  in  the  Mediterranean  is  insignificant. 
The  commanding  officer  is  often  placed  in  most 
mortifying  situations,  in  consequence  of  the  want 
of  a proper  number  of  ships.  Our  citizens  are  of- 
ten harrassed,  and  their  treasures  jeoparded,  in  the 
absence  of  our  public  vessels  along  the  coast  of 
Spain.  No  one  knows  the  salutary  effects  produc- 
ed by  the  appearance  of  a man  of  war,  in  limes  of 
trouble,  but  those  who  have  witnessed  them.  Those 
who  desire  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  com- 
merce are  kept  in  awe  by  the  fact  of  a cruiser  being 
near;  our  merchantmen  go  and  come  unmolested. 
Have  we  not  seen,  lately,  interference  on  the  part 
of  an  English  brig  of  war?  Our  men  have  been 
taken  from  our  ships,  in  violation  of  our  boasted 
motto,  “sailors’ rights.”  Let  us,  then,  be  prepared 
to  meet  any  emergency  that  may  arise.  R. 


DINNER  TO  MR.  BOND. 

A public  dinner  was  given  to  Mr.  Bond  of  Ohio, 
by  the  citizens  of  Ross  county,  on  the  11th  ult.  We 
cannot  find  room  for  the  proceedings  just  now,  but 
give  place  to  the  following  letters  from  distinguish- 
citizens  invited  to  attend  the  festival. 

FKOM  ME.  CLAY. 

Ashland,  July  21,  1S38. 

Gentlemen:  Your  note  of  the  3d,  inviting  me  to 
a public  dinner,  which  the  constituents  of  the  lion. 
W.  K.  Bond  intend  to  honor  him  with  on  the  11th 
of  next  month,  having  been  addressed  to  me  at 
Washington,  and  not  finding  me  there,  has  been  re- 
ceived by  me  here. 

Coinciding  entirely  with  Mr.  Bond’s  constituents 
in  the  high  estimate  which  they  have  placed  upon 
his  merits  and  services,  1 should  be  most  happy  to 
assist  in  rendering  him  the  well  deserved  testimony 
which  is  proposed;  but  my  engagements  will  not  al- 
low me  to  leave  home,  and  I am,  therefore,  compel- 
led to  deny  myself  the  gratification  of  accepting  your 
polite  invitation.  Allow  me,  however,  to  offer  a sen- 
timent, wdiich  I hope  may  prove  acceptable  to  those 
who  may  assemble  at  the  dinner: 

Bond’s  speech — If  it  fell  on  stony  ground  and 
among  thoi  ns  in  the  house  of  representatives,  among 
the  people  it  has  fallen  on  good  ground,  and  will 
bring  forth  a hundred -fold. 

I am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  friend 
and  obedient  servant, 

II.  CLAY. 

Messrs.  J.  Liggett,  M.  S.  Cook,  S.  TV.  Ely,  <§-c.  <$-c. 

FKOM  GENEEAL  HAERISON. 

North  Bend.,  August  6,  1638. 

Gentlemen:  I had  the  honor  to  receive,  a week 
ago,  at  this  place,  your  letter  of  invitation  to  a pub- 
lic dinner,  to  be  given  to  your  distinguished  fellow- 
citizen,  the  hon.  W.  K.  Bond,  on  the  11th  inst. 

No  one  is  more  worthy  of  such  a mark  of  respect 
than  Mr.  Bond,  and  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure 
on  his  account,  as  well  as  from  feelings  of  gratitude 
to  the  citizens  of  Ross,  to  be  present  at  their  festival. 
But  having  engaged,  some  time  before  the  receipt  of 
your  letter,  to  visit  my  fiiends  in  Richland  and  Knox 
counties  in  the  beginning  of  September,  and  my  pri- 
vate business  requiring  attention  for  some  weeks,  I 
am  obliged  to  forego  tbe  pleasure  I should  have  re- 
ceived by  a meeting  with  my  friends  of  Ross  on  so 
interesting  an  occasion  as  that  which  the  lltli  inst. 
will  present.  I should  gladly,  too,  have  availed  my- 
self of  the  opportunity  to  expiess  to  them,  person- 
ally, my  deep  sense  of  gratitude  for  the  repeated 
marks  of  confidence  with  which  they  have  honored 
me.  It  was  that  confidence,  which,  thirty-nine 
years  ago,  gave  an  impulse  to  my  political  career 
which  no  efforts  of  my  own  could  have  produced. 
It  was  to  their  unanimous  support,  given  through 
their  distinguished  representatives,  Tiffin,  Worthing- 
ton, Massie,  Finley,  and  Langham,  in  spile  of  the 
suggestions  of  caution,  from  my  youth  and  acknow- 
ledged inexperience  in  legislation,  that  I am  mainly 
indebted  for  having  been  selected  to  be  the  sole  re- 
presentative of  the  great  northwestern  empire,  and 
to  be  charged  with  the  accomplishment  of  an  object 
deeply  affecting  the  interests  of  the  whole,  but  of 
most  transcendent  and  immediate  importance  to  that 
section  which  now’  composes  our  own  glorious  Ohio. 
For  it  was  that  section  which  was  first  destined  to 
feel  the  malign,  overshadowing  influence  of  a sys- 
tem conceived  by  the,  m.cs t disgusting  cupidity  and 
selfishness,  and  adopteffiby  ^ general  patciptiq,  con- 
gress, in  on-b’o/' tl.qse  moments' of  languor  and  iii- 
attentipn  to  vyhich  -bodies  of  that  character  are  oltep. 
subject.^  ,jT pc  the  success  w'hich  attended  my  efforts 
to  reSsya  tile  public  domain  from  the  fangs  of  specu- 
lators,4I  claim  no  other,  me»;it  ■ thsha  that  o'f  untiring 
| zeal  in  effecting  if.  1 vvuu  aided  by  the'skill'  and  in- 


fluence of  some  of  the  ablest  of  the  republican  parly, 
and  by  the  returning  sense  of  justice  in  a large  por- 
tion of  the  dominant  party,  and  who  fad  given  a 
ready  or  tacit  consent  to  the  iniquitous  system  which 
had  been  previously  in  operation. 

I request  the  favor  of  you,  gentlemen,  to  present 
to  the  company  which  may  be  assembled  on  the  11th 
inst.  a sentiment  in  my  name.  It  is  not  any  parti- 
cular distrust  of  the  firmness  of  the  whigs  in  support- 
ing the  principles  they  profess  which  has  dictated 
the  sentiment.  It  may  be  ascribed  to  a too  abun- 
dant caution;  and,  if  so,  that  may  be  excused  upon 
the  ground  that  all  the  former  republics  have  perish- 
ed lor  want  of  vigilance  and  caution  on  the  part  of 
the  people,  whilst  none,  with  w hose  history  I am  ac- 
quainted, have  suffered  by  narrowly  watching  those 
to  whom  they  have  entrusted  power,  or  in  whom 
they  had  reposed  confidence.  Who  is  there  that 
does  not  know  the  unblushing  effrontery  with  which, 
in  every  age,  a code  of  moral  laws  has  been  claimed 
for  politicians,  essentially  different  from  that  by 
which  men  in  private  walks  of  life. are  govei  ned?  that 
even  private  virtues  have  been  the  means  of  aiding 
usurpation  and  betraying  a confiding  people? 

“Curse  on  his  virtues, 

They  have  undone  his  country!’’ 
was  the  exclamation  of  Cato,  referring  to  a usurper, 
but  the  greatest  and  best  of  all  usurpers. 

If,  then,  the  possession  of  private  virtue  in  an  in- 
dividual be  a sufficient  guaranty  of  his  political  pu- 
rity, it  is  the  duty  of  republicans,  arid  especially  of 
the  whigs,  in  the  position  they  occupy’,  to  keep  a vi- 
gilant eye  upon  all  who  are  engaged  in  the  same 
glorious  cause,  lest,  in  the  ardor  to  achieve  a victory, 
the  sacred  principles  by  which  we  profess  to  be  go- 
verned should  be  violated. 

A chivalrous  French  king  consoled  himself,  after 
a most  disastrous  defeat,  that  his  honor  anti  that  of 
his  army’  remain, ed  untarnished.  If  we  should  be 
defeated,  let  us,  for  heaven’s  sake,  have  the  same 
consolation.  If  success  should  attend  our  efforts, 
w’e  can  look  upon  the  victory  with  unalloy’ed  satis- 
faction, if  our  conduct  in  achieving  it  was  marked 
by  no  sacrifice  of  principle,  but  by  a couise,  open, 
generous,  and  candid,  as  w ell  tow  ard  our  opponents 
as  tow  ards  the  sub-parties  which  divide  our  own 
ranks.  Let  us  adopt  the  sentiment  of  the  gallant 
Ajax, 

“But  open  be  our  fight,  and  bold  each  blow’; 

We  steal  no  conquest  from  a noble  fee.” 

The  people  of  the  United  Slates  will,  I am  convinc- 
ed, be  satisfied  with  no  olher  course.  A victory 
gained  by  political  management,  is,  in  truth,  a vic- 
tory over  the  people  themselves. 

The  following  is  the  sentiment  wdiich  I wish  you 
to  offer  in  my  name: 

The  Whigs  of  the  United  States. — May  they  carry 
out  the  purity  of  the  principles  they  profess,  as  well 
in  the  contest  for  victory  as  when  the  powers  of  the 
government  are  placed  in  their  hands.  And  may 
those  w’ho  possess,  or  who  may  hereafter  possess, 
their  confidence,  always  remember  that  every  at- 
tempt to  weaken  the  influence  or  divert  the  direct 
action  of  the  people  in  the  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise,  would  subject  their  party  to  the  reproach 
of  violated  faith,  prove  themselves  treacherous  to  the 
people,  false  to  the  constitution,  and  to  the  great 
principles  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

With  great  regard  and  respect,  I am,  gentlemen, 
vour  fellow-citizen, 

W.  H.  IIABRISON. 
Messrs.  J.  Liggett,  M.  S.  Cook,  S.  W.  Ely,  4'C.  4‘C. 

FROM  MR.  SERGEANT. 

Philadelphia,  July  16,  1838. 

Dear  strs:  I have  received  your  kind  invitation 
to  a public  dinner  to  be  given  on  the  11th  of  Au- 
gust next  to  the  hon.  William  Kay  Bond.  It  would 
afford  me  real  pleasure  to  be  with  you  on  the  occa- 
sion. But,  after  so  long  an  absence,  my  presence 
here  is  required  for  some  time,  to  attend  to  concerns 
which  have  been  postponed  1 ill  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion of  congress.  I regret  to  be  obliged,  therefore, 
to  say  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  accept  your  invita- 
tion. 

Mr.  Bond  well  deserves  the  thanks  of  his  fellow’- 
citizens  for  the  able  support  he  has  given  to  good 
principles,  and  especially  for  (he  ski’ll  and  power 
with  which,  in  his  celebrated  speech,  he  has  expos- 
ed the  juggling  pretensions  to  economy  and  reform 
employed  by  the  men  in  power  to  delude  and  deceive, 
and  shown  that  the  wastefulness  and  extravagance  of 
these  pretenders  have  only  been  equalled  by  their 
audacious  disregard  of  the  injunctions  of  the  consti- 
: tution  and  the  interest  of  the  people.  That  speech 
•hap  probably  been  as  much  read  as  any  one  ever  de- 
livered in  the  United  States.  It  ought  to  be  in  the 
lrrffids  of  all  who  are  able  to  Had,  and  I am  glad  to 
see  thjit,-  besides  innumerable  copies  in  English, 
translations  have  been  made  into  German  and  French. 
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Fortunately,  this  manly  exposition,  thus  widely  cir- 
culated, comes  at  a time  when  the  minds  of  men  are 
prepared  for  the  truth.  The  “spoils”  doctrine  is 
now  felt  to  be  an  abomination  which  ought  never  to 
have  been  tolerated,  inasmuch  as,  in  plain  English, 
it  moans  nothing  but  a system  of  corruption,  in  which 
the  forfeiture  of  public  confidence  and  the  loss  of 
public  esteem  become  a recommendation  to  execu- 
tive favor  and  the  ground  of  executive  reward.  Re- 
jection, by  a popular  vote,  makes  a title  to  office, 
provided  that  rejection  be  for  subserviency  to  the 
executive.  As  a consequence,  it  follows,  unavoida- 
bly, that  the  officer  invited  to  participate  in  the 
“spoils,”  as  a compensation  for  the  loss  suffered  by 
disobeying  his  duty  to  his  follow-citizens,  is  instruct- 
ed, a3  the  proper  rules  of  official  conduct,  to  do  the 
utmost  he  can  for  himself,  and  the  least  that  is  possi- 
ble for  the  public.  His  single  lesson  is  to  make  the 
most  of  the  office  he  has  thus  purchased.  You  have 
recently  had  a very  signal  instance  in  your  neighbor- 
hood of  the  practical  working  of  the  doctrine. 

Such  principles,  avowed  and  acted  upon,  it  must 
be  evident,  lead  to  .the  unmitigated  rapacity,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  an  entire  disregard  of  the  acquire- 
ments of  official  duty.  Accordingly,  official  delin- 
quency', as  you  know,  has  everywere  abounded,  and 
still  does  abound,  increasing  at  a most  alarming  rate. 
So  powerful  and  uncontrollable  has  it  become,  under 
the  “spoils”  system,  that  we  have  lately  seen  a de- 
linquent recommended  for  continuance  in  office  on 
the  very  ground  that,  being  already  filled  w’ith  plun- 
der, he  was  less  likely  to  pillage  than  a hungry  suc- 
cessor! As  if  the  objects  of  appointment,  within  the 
legitimate  scope  of  the  “spoils”  system,  were  all 
leeches,  and  their  known  instinct  was  to  fill  them- 
selves with  blood  wherever  they  could  get  hold. 
The  worthy  gentleman,  however,  who  gave  this  ad- 
vice, probably  did  not  recollect  that  there  are  leeches 
that  are  never  satisfied,  but  still  cry  “more.” 

What  check,  indeed,  can  it  be  supposed  is  to  be 
exercised,  when  there  is  such  an  open  traffic  in  of- 
fice as  we  have  witnessed,  within  a short  time,  in  the 
dealings  of  a foreign  mission,  a collectorship,  and  an 
auditorship,  or  comptrollership? 

If,  with  such  a system  in  full  operation,  the  exe- 
cutive could  not  have  succeeded  in  establishing  the 
sub-treasury,  for  which  he  has  so  perseveringly  labor- 
ed, no  one  can  doubt  that  the  famous  declaration  “to 
the  victors  belong  the  spoils”  would  have  been  fully 
and  triumphantly  realized.  The  people  being  con- 
quered, their  money  would  have  been  the  “spoils,” 
and  distributed,  even  beyond  what  it  now  is,  among 
the  conquering  officers,  and  peculation,  already 
abounding,  would  have  abounded  still  more. 

Happily,  this  scheme  has  been  frustrated.  The 
house  of  representatives  have  stood  between  the  exe- 
cutive and  his  will.  They  have  prevented  him  from 
gaining  by  a rapid  movement,  a position  in  advance, 
from  which  it  might  not  have  been  easy  to  dislodge 
him.  The  people  will  now  have  the  opportunity 
themselves  of  judging  this  administration,  and  of 
executing  their  judgment.  What  their  judgment 
will  be  does  not  seem  doubtful.  It  is  already  pro- 
nounced, as  far  as  it  could  be;  and  when  the  time 
shall  arrive  for  giving  it  effect,  in  a constitutional 
way,  by  elections,  they  will  apply  the  constitutional 
remedy  of  a radical  change.  Even  while  1 am 
writing,  the  welcome  voice  of  Louisiana  comes  thun- 
dering along,  in  tones  of  indignant  rebuke  to  cor- 
ruption and  misrule,  and  of  stern  determination  that 
they  shall  not  continue.  This  is  the  conservative 
efficacy  of  our  republican  institutions,  by  means  of 
which  they  are  to  be  preserved  and  perpetuated. 
Bad  principles  and  bad  practices  must  be  got  rid  of, 
by  removing  those  who  have  introduced  and  sup- 
ported them,  and  by  filling  their  places  wilh  men 
faithful  to  the  constitution,  and  undefiled  by  evil 
communication. 

To  this  point  of  effectual  reform,  as  already  inti- 
mated, there  is  now'  a decided  tendency.  The  suf- 
ferings of  the  community  under  the  “spoils”  system 
have  become  intolerable.  The  announcement,  in 
the  midst  of  this  distress,  that  the  measures  of  the 
executive  will  be  persisted  in  “in  spite  of  lamenta- 
tions in  congress  or  elsew'here,”  has  finally  informed 
them  that  they  have  no  relief  to  look  lor  but  from 
themselves.  The  executive  lias  taken  issue  with 
them  which  shall  be  master,  and  the  ballot  boxes  are 
to  decide.  A change — an  entire,  root  and  branch 
change — has  become  necessary,  not  merely  to  re- 
buke the  misrule,  but  also  to  vindicate  the  rightful 
power  of  Hie  people;  to  establish  that  their  will  is  the 
sovereign  will,  and  not  the  will  of  the  executive  and 
his  chosen  band  of  office  holders;  in  short,  to  main- 
tain that  this  is  a free  representative  republic,  and 
not  the  government  of  o.ne  or  a few.  The  people,  it 
is  not  to  be  questioned,  will  do  themselves  justice 
The  political  atmosphere  will  be  purified,  without 'a_ 
storm,  by  the  peaceful  process  of  election,  and 'thV 
“spoils”  system  and  the  sub-treasury  be  fina'.ly'tUKT 
forever  consigned  to  their  merited  condemncrtjoi..- 


I sincerely  congratulate  you  upon  the  prospect, 
and  am,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  SERGEANT. 

John  Liggett,  M.  S.  Cook,  and  S.  W,  Ely,  esqs.,  §c. 

The  “spoils”  system  and  the  sub-treasury  system — 
Twin  devices  lo  undermine  free  representative  go- 
vernment, and  make  an  independent  executive — may 
they  bo  finally  crushed  by  the  power  of  the  ballot 
box,  without  “lamentations  here  or  elsewhere.” 

FROM  MR.  err  AMBERS. 

Washington,  Ky.  August  2,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  Your  kind  invitation  to  partake  of 
a public  dinner  to  be  given  on  the  11th  instant,,  to 
the  bon.  Wra.  K.  Bond,  your  able  and  indefatigable 
representative  in  congress,  has  followed  me  from  the 
city  of  Washington,  and  while  I very  much  regret  that 
the  attention  to  my  domestic  and  professional  duties 
which  long  absence  from  them  renders  indispensable, 
will  prevent  my  participating  in  the  festivities  of  the 
occasion,  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  know  that 
the  constituents  of  my  friend  and  fellow-laborer, 
justly  appreciate  the  distinguished  services  he  has 
rendered  to  the  country,  and  intend  to  reward  them 
by  a public  manifestation  of  their  approbation. 

You  do  justice  to  the  members  of  the  25th  con- 
gress “who  have  contended  for  constitutional  princi- 
ples.” They  have  met  with  unflinching  firmness 
the  repeated  and  desperate  efforts  of  an  expiring 
party  to  destroy  the  checks  and  balances  of  power 
provided  by  the  constitution,  and  put  the  destinies 
of  the  American  people  within  the  grasp  of  execu- 
tive usurpation.  They  have  looked  power  sternly 
in  the  face,  defied  its  power,  laughed  at  its  blandish- 
merts  and  scorned  its  favors.  Their  highest  reward 
will  be  the  consciousness  of  bal  ing  done  their  duty 
to  their  country;  the  next,  the  approbation  of  those 
who  committed  to  them  a duty  so  sacred. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
ob’t  servant, 

JOHN  CHAMBERS. 

Messrs.  J.  Liggett,  M.  S.  Cook,  S.  TV.  Ely,  fyc. 

FROM  MR.  POINDEXTER. 

Lexington,  August  3,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  friendly  note,  dated  Chilicothe, 
July  23,  1838,  inviting  me  to  be  present  at  a public 
dinner,  to  be  given  on  the  11th  of  August  instant, 
to  the  Hon.  Wm.  K.  Bond,  a representative  from 
Ohio  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States. 

This  renewed  evidence  of  the  kind  feelings  en- 
tertained for  me  by  my  friends  and  fellow-citizens 
of  Chilicothe  and  of  the  county  of  Ross  is,  I assure 
you,  gentlemen,  duly  and  properly  appreciated.  I 
atn  now  a private  citizen,  seeking  only  that  envia- 
ble repose  which  can  be  found  alone  in  the  shades 
of  retirement  and  in  the  bosom  of  my  family.  I 
neither  expect  nor  desire  again  to  fill  any  station  in 
the  public  councils;  but,  in  whatever  situation  I 
may  be  placed,  by  the  wise  dispensations  of  Divine 
Providence,  I shall  ever  cherish  that  ardent  love  of 
regulated  liberty — the  union  of  this  great  confed- 
eracy— its  constitution  and  laws — which  has  ani- 
mated and  governed  all  my  acts,  throughout  my 
whole  political  life.  I value  the  favorable  opinions 
and  confidence  of  my  countrymen,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  more  highly,  because  these  opinions 
can  be  traced  to  no  other  source  than  an  indulgent 
approbation  of  my  humble  efforts  to  arrest  the 
march  of  arbitrary  power  in  the  executive  branch 
of  the  government,  at  a crisis  more  alarming  to  the 
stability  of  our  free  institutions  than  any  which  has 
arisen  since  we  became  an  independent  nation. 

I,  therefore,  especially,  thank  you,  gentlemen, 
for  the  reference  you  have  been  pleased  to  make  to 
my  past  services  in  “forwarding  the  good  cause  in 
which  we  are  all  engaged.”  On  any  occasion,  I 
should  be  most  happy  to  meet  you,  and  those  whom 
you  represent,  around  the  festal  board,  and  inter- 
change congratulations  on  the  bright  prospects 
which  have  opened  upon  tiie  country,  after  tire  long 
and  painful  struggle  which  we  have  made  to  pre- 
serve our  free  constitution  from  utter  annihilation; 
but  now,  particularly,  should  I be  gratified  to  be 
among  you,  and  participate  in  paying  honors,  so 
well  merited,  to  your  distinguished  guest  and  re- 
presentative upon  the  floor  of  congress.  I am,  howe- 
ver, compelled  by  physical  inability  to  decline  the 
pleasure  it  would  otherwise  afford  me  to  accept 
your  polite  invitation.  I seize  the  opportunity7 
which  this  communication  offers  to  express  the 
high  gratification  w’hieh  I felt  in  the  perusal  of  the 
strong,  clear,  unanswerable  expose  made  by  your 
representative;, the- Hbn.  TVrnv  K.  Bond,  of  the 
p rote  ski  op's  and'  practice  of 'the  life  incumbent  of 
the  executive  chaff1,'  and'  of  -hisjs;icce^s‘6r par  excel- 
tepcij  vtfhose  business  it  is  to  “fafirj  V,ut  fhe  good 
work  so  gloriously  begun.”  Nothiiig  /iojiJd  be 
more  forcible — more  striking — or  better  adapted,  to. 
the  plainest; ‘'understafttfingf  them  the  comparative 


view  which  Mr.  Bond  has  taken,  drav^  as  jt  jg 
from  official  documents,  of  the  avowed  pwiples 
which  brought  general  Jackson  into  the  presidency, 
and  his  total  disregard  of  them  in  his  practical-nil 
ministration  of  the  government.  The  honest,  bh.t 
misguided  and  deceived  people,  in  every  quarter  of 
the  unio'n,  required  precisely  such  a speech  as  Mr. 
Bond  has  given  to  rescue  them  from  the  darkness 
spread  over  theirminds  by  artful  demagogues,  syco- 
phants, and  office-holders.  The  facts  rest  upon 
record,  and  may  be  found  among  the  archives  of  the 
government;  none  can  wink  so  hard  as  not  to  see 
and  understand  them;  and  if  there  be  an  American 
citizen  so  bound  in  partisan  chains  as  not  to  open 
his  eyes  to  truths  thus  disclosed  and  established, 
such  a one  might  well  stand  as  a monument  of  blind 
infatuation  produced  on  the  human  mind  by  the 
blighting  influence  of  man-worship.  I frankly  own 
that,  fora  season,  I placed  implicit  reliance  on  the 
professions  of  the  late  chief  magistrate,  made  under 
his  own  sign  manual.  I entered  the  senate  of  the 
union  with  the  fixed  purpose  of  supporting  the 
principles  he  had  given  to  the  nation  and  to  the 
world  as  the  basis  of  his  administration;  but  I very 
soon  discovered  the  discrepancy  between  these 
principles  and  the  practice  which  marked  the  con- 
duct of  president  Jackson.  I witnessed  all,  or 
nearly  all,  which  Mr.  Bond  had  said,  and,  loving 
Rome  more  than  Caesar,  I clung  to  my  country  and 
denounced  the  usurper.  Many  greater  and  better 
men  than  myself  fell  into  the  same  error,  and  shared 
the  same  fortune.  Believing,  as  I do,  that  the  day 
of  our  deliverance  from  the  iron  grasp  of  executive 
power,  unrestrained  by  constitutional  limitations, 
and  sustained  by  patronage  and  corruption,  is  at 
hand,  I look  with  the  most  anxious  solicitude  and 
cheering  hopes  to  the  approaching  elections,  on  the 
result  of  which  hang  the  future  destinies  of  the  re- 
public. Let  the  whigs  be  true  to  themselves  and 
the  country,  wPhout  regard  to  personal  preferences; 
let  them  remember  that  in  union  there  is  strength 
and  safety,  while  divisions  must  ever  bring  defeat 
and  discomfiture,  arid  a glorious  victory  awaits  us. 

Wishing  you,  gentlemen,  a pleasant  and  agreea- 
ble festival,  I offer  the  subjoined  sentiment  to  the 
company,  and  remain  with  great  respect  and  con- 
sideration, 

Your  friend  and  fellow-citizen, 

GEO.  POINDEXTER. 

Messrs  J.  Liggett,  M.  S.  Cook,  S.  W.  Ely,  $yc. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Ewing:  The  enlightened  states- 
man without  guile;  the  patriot  without  reproach, 
and  the  faithful  public  servant  Ohio  will  appre- 
ciate his  w orth,  and  restore  him  to  the  senate  of  the 
Union. 


GREAT  REPUBLICAN  FESTIVAL  AT 
LE  WISBURG. 

From  the  Lewisburg  (Tenn.)  Mirror. 

On  Saturday  last  a public  dinner  was  given  at 
this  place  in  honor  of  col.  Polk  and  Mr.  Turney. 

The  committee  had  received  information  that 
Mr.  Turney  could  not  attend  on  account  of  indis- 
position, and  on  the  morning  of  the  dinner  it  was 
understood  that  col.  Polk  had  not  arrived  at  his  re- 
sidence on  his  return  from  Washington.  In  this 
state  of  affairs  a partial  failure  at  least  seemed  in- 
evitable, and  a feeling  of  disappointment  appeared 
to  damp  the  ardor  and  enthusiasm  of  the  assem- 
bling multitude.  About  11  o’clock,  A.  M.,  after 
every  reasonable  hope  that  either  of  the  principal 
guests  would  be  present  had  been  given  up,  Mr. 
Nicholson  and  other  gentlemen  from  Columbia  ar- 
rived wilh  the  pleasing  intelligence  that  col.  Polk 
was  just  at  hand.  The  news  flew  like  electricity, 
and  excited  a magical  influence  upon  the  people. 

From  a state  of  depression  produced  by  the  ap- 
parent disappointment,  they  were  suddenly  elevat- 
ed to  the  full  realization  of  their  ardent  desires.  A 
thrill  of  pleasurable  sensations  agitated  the  assem- 
bly— joy  beamed  visibly  in  their  countenances,  and 
a general  interchange  of  congratulation  succeeded; 
while  many  were  so  much  excited  that  they  could 
scarcely  refrain  from  testifying  their  high  gratifica- 
tion by  loud  and  spontaneous  huzzas.  Amidst  the 
hurry  and  enthusiasm  of  the  moment,  the  order  of 
the  day  was  lost  sight  of;  a portion,  however,  of 
the  committee  of  arrangement  met  col.  Polk  in  the 
suburbs  of  the  town  on  foot,  and  escorted  him  to 
the  Lewisburg  inn,  where  he  was  met  and  address- 
ed by  maj.  Benj.  Williams  in  a concise  and  perti- 
nent speech  suited  to  the  occasion;  to  which  col. 
Polk  replied  in  his  usual  felicitous  and  eloquent 
manner.  The  people  responded  in  hearty  and  re- 
iterated cheering;  welcoming  the  return  of  the*- 
long-tried  faithful  representative.  It  was  the  l'°- 
luntary  tribute  of  an  enlightened  and  ge  eIous 
constituency  paid  to  talents,  honesty,  and  — 
The  moment  was  one  of  deep  and  intee  ,ee“ffg! 
which  the  heart  alone  can  realize — not.  e P®n  de- 
scribe. Col.  Polk  must  have  feltP‘  e "'gnest 
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reward  for  his  arduous  and  faithful  public  services 
had  been  bestowed — the  unsolicited  and  unrestrain- 
ed expression  of  the  public  approbation. 

Until  the  hour  of  dinner,  colonel  Polk  was  occu- 
pied in  exchanging  salutations  with  his  acquaint- 
ances and  friends,  who  anxiously  pushed  forward 
to  take  him  by  the  hand,  in  token  of  their  personal 
esteem. 

About  1 o’clock,  P.  M.,  the  marshals  formed  the 
procession  on  the  square.  The  invited  guests  at- 
tended by  officers  of  the  day  in  front.  The  whole 
then  moved  lorward  to  the  table  which  was  spread 
in  the  grove  on  the  south  side  of  the  town.  A 
splendid  barbecue,  prepared  by  Mr.  W.  P.  Davis, 
greeted  the  eyes  and  olfactories  of  the  advancing 
column,  and  such  were  its  fascinations  that  a close 
intimacy  soon  ensued,  and  a knife  and  fork  ar- 
rangement was  commenced,  which  terminated  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  parties.  After  the  cloth  was 
removed,  Dr.  S.  B.  Bowles  and  maj.  J.  W.  Cal- 
vert, president  and  first  vice  president  of  the  day, 
read  the  regular  toasts.  The  volunteer  toasts  fol- 
lowed in  the  usual  order,  and  the  festivities  of  the 
day  terminated  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  whole,  ex- 
cept a few  Clay  whigs,  and  we  guess  they  were 
glad  it  was  over.  At  the  table,  colonel  Polk  made 
a speech  about  one  hour  and  a half  in  length  with 
tremendous  effect.  His  positions  were  well  sus- 
tained— his  style  and  manner  happy  and  forcible, 
and  his  reasoning  clear,  cogent  and  convincing; 
but  more  on  this  subject,  presently.  During  the 
evening,  speeches  were  delivered  by  A.  O.  P.  Ni- 
cholson, esq.  H.  M.  Watterson,  esq.  Barkley  Mar- 
tin, esq.  and  colonel  J.  H.  Dew.  Each  of  the 
speakers  sustained  himself  well,  and  gave  general 
satisfaction. 

We  have  not  space  to  particularize,  or  it  would 
afford  us  great  pleasure  to  give  an  outline  of  each 
address.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  deep  and  dark 
schemes  of  whiggery  {alias)  federalism  were  fully 
exposed,  and  the  republican  doctrines  and  measures 
of  the  administration  triumphantly  defended  against 
the  calumnies  of  its  enemies.  About  800  persons 
were  present  on  the  occasion,  among  whom  great 
unanimity  of  views  and  feelings  prevailed.  To 
show  the  state  of  parties  to  some  extent,  we  have 
taken  the  liberty  to  publish  the  democratic  and 
whig  volunteer  toasts,  under  distinct  heads,  and  we 
assure  the  reader  that  we  have  given  every  whig 
toast  which  was  handed  in,  at  least  every  one  which 
came  into  our  possession,  while  we  have  left  out  a 
number  on  the  other  side  for  want  of  room. 

On  the  whole  we  look  upon  the  dinner  as  expres- 
sive of  the  politics  of  Marshall.  She  is  republican 
to  the  core,  and  although  many  of  her  citizens  sup- 
ported judge  White  in  the  late  presidential  election, 
still  they  are  as  decidedly  opposed  to  Henry  Clay 
as  they  are,  and  always  have  been,  to  his  odious 
lederal  heresies.  The  company  separated  at  an 
early  hour,  no  occurrence  having  taken  place  to  in- 
terrupt the  harmony  and  good  feeling  which  pre- 
vailed throughout. 


REGULAR  TOASTS. 

Constitutional  liberty:  The  unbiassed  suffrages  of 
an  intelligent  and  virtuous  people  its  only  safe- 
guard— he  who  seeks  to  undermine  the  former  by 
corrupting  the  latter,  is  at  heart  a traitor. 

The  measures  and  men  of  the  democratic  party: 
Upon  their  success  depends  the  prosperity  of  the 
country;  to  carry  out  the  one,  you  must  elevate  the 
other. 

Andrew  Jackson — patriotism  personified:  As  a 
soldier,  a statesman,  and  a citizen,  he  stands  pre- 
eminent the  first  man  of  the  age.  His  name  and 
his  deeds  belong  to  his  country. 

William.  Carroll:  One  of  Tennessee’s  worthiest 
sons — a brave  soldier,  an  able  statesman,  and  an 
honest  man.  At  the  next  election  for  governor  he 
will  spike  the  Cannon! 

Tennessee:  The  deeds  of  your  sons  in  the  battle 
field  have  become  the  theme  of  story  and  of  song. 
Their  genuine  republicanism,  as  a bright  luminary, 
has  thrown  its  radiance  over  the  land;  though  ob- 
scured for  a season  by  a White  cloud,  the  delusive 
mist  has  evaporated,  and  the  true  light  again  shines. 

Hon.  Hopkins  L.  Turney:  The  fearless  and  ta- 
lented representative  of  his  constituents.  A genu- 
ine republican  and  faithful  public  servant.  His 
manly  and  able  refutation  of  the  misrepresentations 
and  calumnies  of  John  Bell  is  as  honorable  to  him- 


self as  the  insulting  and  ungentlemanly  reply  was 
cfograceful  to  his  opponent. 

Specie  and  paper:  The  substance  and  shadow  of 
monw  The  republican  and  whig  currencies.— 
Which.vi||  you  have:  Clay  and  the  shadow,  or  Van 
Buren  aty  f/ie  substance? 

Hon.  Ja\s  x.  Polk:  The  distinguished  speaker 
of  the  house  r representatives.  Honest,  talented, 
and  consistent..  The  representatives  of  the  people 
have  twice  givet*,jm  y,e  third  office  in  the  govern- 


ment. In  1840,  the  people  themselves  will  give 
him  the  second. 

After  the  immense  cheering  which  followed  the 
reading  of  this  sentiment  had  subsided,  col.  Polk 
lose  and  remarked  in  substance  that  the  honor  now 
conferred  on  him  was  quite  unexpected.  Two  days 
ago  he  was  at  Nashville  on  his  return  from  Wash- 
ington, and  heard  for  the  first  time  that  his  friends 
and  constituents  of  Lewisburgand  Marshall  county 
were  preparing  to  give  him  a most  cordial,  hospita- 
ble, and  honorable  welcome  and  reception  among 
them.  Although  wearied  with  the  fatigues  of  a 
long  journey,  he  could  not  willingly  forego  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  his  old  friends  around  the  fes- 
tive board,  and  had  with  some  difficulty  succeeded 
in  making  his  appearance  among  them.  Enfeebled 
as  he  was,  and  unable  to  do  justice  to  his  feelings 
and  the  occasion,  he  felt  called  upon  from  the  very 
complimentary  sentiment  which  had  just  been  read, 
and  from  the  relations  he  sustained  in  this  commu- 
nity, to  solicit  their  attention  lor  a brief  period  while 
he  attempted  to  spread  before  them  some  of  his 
views  and  the  course  he  had  pursued  in  regard  to 
several  subjects  of  national  policy.  Col.  Polk 
showed  conclusively  that  the  two  great  parlies  of 
the  country  were  more  distinctly  thrown  back  upon 
the  principles  which  distinguished  them  forty  years 
ago,  than  at  any  intervening  period;  that  the  fed- 
eralists of  ’98  and  the  Whigs  of  ’38  were  one  and 
the  same  party.  The  name  was  changed,  but  their 
principles  were  identical.  “ Show  me,”  said  he, 
with  an  energy  and  pathos  quite  irresistible,  “an 
old  federalist  of  ’98  and  I will  show  you  a modern 
whig  of  the  present  day.”  Col.  Polk  said  that  the 
whigs  of  the  north  openly  avowed  their  federal 
doctrines,  and  proclaimed  that  nothing  short  of 
their  ascendancy  would  save  the  country;  but,  in 
Tennessee,  it  was  the  policy  of  the  leaders  to  keep 
dark  for  the  present,  and  pretend  that  Whiggery 
was  genuine  republicanism;  but,  said  he,  “show 
me  an  acknowledged  federalist  in  this  state,  and  I 
will  show  you  on  open-mouthed  whig,  and  a bitter 
opponent  of  the  present  republican  administration.” 
There  had  been  some  dark  doings  at  Washington, 
of  course  he  was  not  in  their  secrets;  but  if  madam 
rumor,  with  her  thousand  tongues,  was  to  be  cre- 
dited, a midnight  whig  caucus  had  been  held,  and 
it  was  determined  to  assemble  a great  whig  con- 
vention early  in  July,  ’39,  to  nominate  candidates 
for  president  and  vice  president,  or  rather  to  rule 
gen.  Harrison  and  Mr.  Webster  off  the  track,  in 
subservience  to  the  wishes  and  purposes  of  Henry 
Clay.  But  it  was  soon  found  that  July  was  too 
soon  for  the  nomination.  The  state  election  in 
Tennessee  and  a number  of  other  western  states 
would  not  come  on  till  after  that  time,  and  as  Mr. 
Clay  was  known  to  be  odious  and  unpopular  in 
several  of  them,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  post- 
pone the  convention  and  nomination  till  December 
’39,  so  that  they  might  have  some  hope  of  carrying 
the  state  elections.  In  the  mean  time  they  would 
rally  all  their  forces  and  exhaust  their  energies  in 
opposing  and  calumniating  Mr.  Van  Buren,  with 
the  hope  of  breaking  him  down,  while  fheir  own 
candidate  was  kept  behind  the  curtain.  But  Mr. 
Clay  was  as  certainly  to  be  the  whig  candidate  as 
though  the  proposed  convention  of  ’39  had  met  and 
had  already  nominated  him.  Colonel  Polk  referred 
to  his  printed  speech  delivered  at  Moorsville  in 
1835,  to  shew  that  he  had  clearly  predicted  the 
present  state  of  things;  that  the  running  of  judge 
White  was  a mere  trick  to  divide  the  republican 
party,  and  draw  off  a portion  of  the  southwestern 
slates;  and  that  when  the  proper  time  arrived  the 
opposition  would  show  their  cloven  foot  by  bring- 
ing out  Henry  Clay,  and  making  a death  struggle 
to  place  him  in  the  presidential  chair.  Colonel  P. 
spoke  of  the  illiberal  and  hypocritical  course  of  the 
opposition  presses  of  Tennessee  towards  him. — 
While  they  pretended  to  regard  him  as  scarcely 
worth  their  notice,  they  endeavored,  from  week  to 
week,  by  calumny,  misrepresentation  and  false- 
hood, to  blast  his  reputation.  He  seemed  to  be 
peculiarly  in  the  way,  and  his  was  a refractory  dis- 
trict; but  he  thanked  God  he  had  hitherto  been 
enabled  to  ward  off  the  envenomed  shafts  of  their 
malice,  and  the  independent  and  enlightened  con- 
sistency of  the  people  he  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent had  nobly  spurned  their  dictation.  Col.  P. 
still  adhered  to  his  original  principles;  he  had  set 
out  in  public  life  to  believe  in,  and  an  advocate  of 
the  republican  doctrines  of  ’98;  he  had  opposed 
the  administration  of  the  younger  Adams,  and  sup- 
ported that  of  general  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren;  he  was  still  a republican;  and  if  ii  should  ever 
be  his  destiny  to  go  rtovm  as  a public* 1 2 3, man] 'he  woulti 
never  desert  bis,  party  dor  his  principles.  There 
were  some  formerly  in  the  republican  ranks  whov 
done  both,  anc1 itig'loriously  fled  to  the  camps  of  the 
enemy.’  lr.’ reference  to  such  renegades,  he  said, 
with  a sarcasm  at  once  ludicrous  and  withering, 


“Their  new  allies,  the  whigs,  love  the  treason,  but 
despise  the  traitor.”  Col.  P.  exposed  the  corrupt 
designs  of  the  leading  whig  politicians  of  this 
state  in  converting  the  Bank  of  Tennessee  into  a 
political  engine,  placing  its  power  in  the  hands  of 
whig  direclors,  appointed  by  a whig  governor,  to 
make  every  prominent  republican  in  the  state  its 
victim.  The  new  bank  might  have  been  made  a 
benefit  to  the  people;  but  Col.  P.  had  understood 
that  its  managers  had  virtually  declared  themselves 
unable  or  unwilling  to  redeem  their  paper,  by  mak- 
ing their  notes  payable  tw'elve  months  after  date. 
That  bank  must  be  a sorry  concern,  and  based  on  a 
rotten  system,  wdiich  could  not  from  any  cause  re- 
deem the  first  note  it  issued.  Col.  P.  went  into 
the  history  of  the  independent  treasury  bill;  show'ed 
its  true  character,  and  proved  conclusively  that  its 
provisions  must  be  carried  out  before  we  can  have 
a genuine  constitutional  treasury.  He  disabused 
Mr.  Van  Buren  from  the  foul  charge  of  the  oppo- 
sition, that  he  [the  president]  sought  by  this  mea- 
sure to  establish  a government  bank.  Col.  P.  said 
the  whigs  had  seized  upon  the  money  pressure, 
which  wild  speculation  and  overtrading  had  brought 
upon  the  country;  they  had  charged  this  pressure 
to  executive  interference,  and  had  so  far  succeeded 
in  deluding  the  people  as  to  gain  a temporary  tri- 
umph in  some  of  the  state  elections,  and  were  still 
trying  to  keep  up  the  delusion  by  delaying  and 
preventing,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments  by  the  banks.  But 
their  designs  were  already  manifest,  and  the  de- 
mocracy of  the  country  would  rise  in  their  strength 
and  assert  their  principles  to  the  discomfiture  and 
disgrace  of  these  political  jugglers.  He  had  re- 
cently passed  through  Pennsylvania,  and  had  con- 
versed with  her  leading  men.  The  keystone  state 
was  right,  and  would  sustain  Mr.  Van  Buren  in 
1840.  The  great  majority  of  the  people  of  this 
country  had  imbibed  republican  principles;  and 
whenever  the  proper  issue  was  made,  as  it  certainly 
would  be  before  tiie  next  presidential  election,  they 
would  rally  to  the  support  of  the  republican  can- 
didate. He  had  no  fears  for  the  result. 

We  have  thus  endeavored  in  our  own  language, 
and  from  memory  only,  to  present  a few  of  the 
leading  features  of  col.  Polk’s  speech.  We  are 
sensible  that  we  have  not  done  the  subject  justice, 
and  nothing  buta  desire  to  give  our  distant  readers 
a brief  outline  of  this  masterly  effort  could  have 
induced  us  to  undertake  it.  The  speech  was  lis- 
tened to  with  much  attention,  and  received  by  (he 
people  with  frequent  and  loud  bursts  of  applause. 

By  James  K.  Polk  : The  democracy  of  Marshall 

county — Too  much  attached  to  their  old  republican 
principles  to  be  transferred  by  designing  federalists 
to  the  support  of  Henry  Clay. 

Texas — our  young  and  lovely  sister  of  the  south: 
Brave,  generous,  and  free;  a brilliant  star  in  the 
constellation  of  nations.  Hers  is  a proud  destiny. 

Martin  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  United 
States:  His  unbounded  abilities  and  unwavering 
adherence  to  sound  principles  entitle  him  to  our 
confidence.  He  has  nobly  redeemed  his  pledges  to 
the  country,  and  in  1840  the  people  will  rally  to  his 
support. 

The  presidential  election  of  1840 — 
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The  proposed  marriage  of  General  Government  to 
Miss  Deposile  Banks:  A foul  match;  the  groom  an 
unsuspecting  and  wealthy  young  gentleman  of  no- 
ble parentage;  the  bride  an  avaricious  hussey  of 
easy  virtue  and  suspicious  connections.  We  for- 
bid the  banns. 

The  ladies:  We  admire  them  because  of  their 
beauty,  respect  them  because  of  their  virtue,  adore 
them  because  of  their  intelligence,  and  love  them 
because  we  can’t  help  it. 


DINNER  TO  MR.  BELL. 

At  a public  dinner  given  to  the  hon.  John  Bell, 
on  his  return  to  Nashville,  by  a large  portion  of  the 
good  people  of  Davidson  county,  ids  constituents, 
the  following  are  the  regular  toasts  drank  upon  the 
occasion: 

1.  Geo.  Washington — The  father  of  his  country. 

2.  Our  navy — 

While  yet  a stick  of  oak  grows  on  the  Allantic  coast. 
Our  ships  will  ride  the  seas,  and  be  our  country’s  b„a«t. 

3.  The  lion.  J.  Bell — The  mandate  ‘Delenda  est 
Caitbago’  went  forth — yet,  tinawed  by  the  frowns  of 
power, 'Urlseduced  by  the  glitter  of  office,  he  stands 
forth  ‘proudly,  the  defender  of  the  people’s  rights. 
The  giant  influence  of  those  in  power  could  not  put 
down  the  honest  representative — the  machinations 
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of  a wily  administration  serve  but  to  elevate  him 
in  the  opinions  of  a virtuous  people. 

[Mr.  Bell  here  rose  and  rendered,  briefly  and  ap- 
propriately, his  acknowledgments  of  the  compli- 
ment paid  him  in  the  sentiment  just  given.] 

4.  Education — Let  us  not  forget  that  the  true  ba- 
sis of  a free  constitution  is  to  be  found  in  the  virtue 
and  intelligence  of  the  people. 

5.  Gov.  N.  Cannon — Steadfast  in  his  devotion  to 
those  principles  which  brought  the  union  into  ex- 
istence, firm  in  the  steps  necessary  to  sustain  them 
when  assailed  by  faction,  and  energetic  in  his  sup- 
port of  the  policy  and  principles  which  placed  him 
in  the  evecutive  chair,  Tennessee  has  suslained 
him  in  two  troubles,  and  will  not  desert  him  in  the 
third. 

6.  Hu.  L.  JVlnle — A patriot,  devoted  to  the  best 
interests  of  his  country — a statesman,  fearless  and 
able  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  to  his  constituents 
— his  countrymen  have  found  in  him  what  Diogenes 
sought  at  noon-day  with  a lighted  candle,  “an  ho- 
nest man.” 

7.  E.  H.  Foster — The  friend  of  the  people — the 
people  are  his  friends.  His  past  life  is  a political 
guaranty  that  in  him  the  “individual”  will  be  merg- 
ed in  the  “patriot,”  and  that  by  him  the  constitu- 
tion will  not  be  trampled  upon  to  subserve  party 
purposes.  Ilis  constituents  have  the  consolation  of 
knowing  that  he  is  able  and  willing  to  promote  the 
best  interests  of  his  country,  and  that  he  will  never 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  “ illustrious  predeces- 
sor.'ll” 

[Yielding  to  loud  and  repeated  calls,  Mr.  Foster 
addressed  the  meeting  in  his  usual  animated  and 
eloquent  manner,  and  concluded  by  offering  the  fol- 
ing  sentiment:] 

By  Ephraim  II.  Foster:  The  state  of  Tennessee— 
Her  motto,  “pp.inciples,  not  men.” 

8.  Henry  Clay — An  accomplished  statesman. — 
Should  he  be  the  favored  candidate  of  the  opposers 
of  the  present  administration  at  the  approaching 
contest  for  the  presidency,  to  insure  an  unbroken 
support  of  principle  against  misrule,  the  whigs  of 
Tennessee  will  be  found  at  their  post,  mindful  of 
their  duty.  “United,  we  stand — divided,  we  fall.” 

9.  M.  Van  Buren — “Like  a little  statue  set  on  a 
great  base,  he  appears  the  less  by  his  elevation.” 

in.  The  sub-treasury — In  its  fate,  the  last  dying 
struggle  of  the  party  is  vividly  portrayed. 

11.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States — The  ef- 
forts of  the  parly  in  power  to  deface  this  great  char- 
ter of  our  liberties  only  tend  to  increase  the  vigi- 
lance of  its  friends.  Defended  by  them,  it  shall, 
like  an  impregnable  fortress,  defy  the  united  as- 
saults of  its  enemies. 

12.  Hon.  Win.  E.  Anderson,  our  late  senator — 
Powerful  in  intellect — incorruptible  in  heart.  He 
stood  forth  the  unflinching  defender  of  those  prin- 
ciples by  which  alone  the  union  can  be  saved. 

[Here  judge  Anderson  ro3e,  after  repeated  calls, 
and  delivered  a brief,  but  pertinent  and  effective 
address.] 

13.  Nullification  and  locofocoism — “From  all  sin- 
ful affections,  good  Lord,  deliver  us.” 

14.  The  fair — Their  smile  is  the  Eden  in  whose 
sunshine  we  bask. 


GENERAL  HARRISON'S  OPINIONS  ON  DU- 
ELLING. 

The  New  Jersey  State  Gazette  contains  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  letter  from  general  Harrison,  in 
reply  to  a letter  from  A.  B.  Howell,  esq.,  of  Not- 
tingham, in  that  state,  asking  his  “opinion  of  the 
code  of  honor  which  decides  controversies  by  a re- 
sort to  the  duel.”  It  abounds  in  matters  of  inter- 
est in  many  respects,  and  therefore  deserves  gene- 
ral perusal. 

North  Bend,  7th  April,  1833. 

Dear  sin:  You  ask  ray  opinion  “of  the  code  of 
honor  which  decides  controversies  by  a resort  to 
the  duel.”  I comply  with  your  request,  and  would 
do  so  more  readily,  if  I could  suppose  that  any 
thing  that  I could  say  would  have  any  influence  in 
putting  an  end  to  a practice  which  is  the  cause  of 
so  much  individual  distress,  and  violates  so  many 
obligations  of  the  most  sacred  character. 

The  arguments  which  may  be  used  against  duel- 
ling are  so  obvious,  and  have  been  so  often  urged 
by  persons  much  more  able  to  do  them  justice  than 
I am,  that  I shall  content  myself  with  giving  you 
what  may  be  termed  my  experience  in  matters  of 
this  kind.  And  as  this  does  not  exhibit  the  prac- 
tice in  a very  fascinating  light,  it  may  perhaps 
have  a better  effect  than  any  other  mode  of  treating 
the  subject  that  I could  adopt. 

I believe  there  were  more  duels  in  the  fioYth" 
western  army  between  the  years  1791  and,  1?,9& te-d 
elusive,  than  ever  took  place  in  the  samfe  length' of 
time,  and  amongst  so  small  a body  of  mfen'-as'  com- 
posed the  commissioned  officers  of  the  army,  either 
in  America  or  any  other  country,  at  least  in  modern 


times.  I became  an  officer  in  the  first  mentioned 
year,  at  so  early  an  age,  that  it  is  not  wonderful 
that  I implicitly  adopted  the  opinions  of  the  old 
officers,  most  of  wdiom  were  veterans  of  the  revo- 
lution, upon  this,  as  well  as  upon  other  subjects 
connected  with  my  conduct  and  duty  in  the  profes- 
sion I had  chosen.  I believed,  therefore,  in  com- 
mon with  a large  portion  of  the  officers,  that  no 
brave  man  would  decline  a challenge  nor  refrain 
from  giving  one,  whenever  he  considered  that  his 
rights  or  feelings  had  been  trespassed  upon.  I 
must  confess,  too,  that  I was  not  altogether  free 
from  the  opinion  that  even  honor  might  be  acquired 
by  a well-fought  duel.  Fortunately,  however,  be- 
fore I was  engaged  in  a duel,  either  as  principal  or 
second,  wffiich  terminated  fatally  to  any  one,  I be- 
came convinced  that  all  my  opinions  on  the  subject 
were  founded  in  error,  and  none  of  them  more  so 
than  that  which  depicted  the  situation  of  the  suc- 
cessful duellist  as  either  honorable  or  desirable. — 
It  could  not  be  honorable,  because  the  greater  por- 
tion of  that  class  of  mankind  whose  good  opinion 
of  an  individual  confers  honor  upon  him,  W'ere  op- 
posed to  it.  And  I had  the  best  evidence  lo  believe 
that  in  the  grave  of  the  fallen  duellist  were  fre- 
quently buried  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  sur- 
vivor; the  act  which  deprived  the  one  of  existence, 
planting  a Ihorn  in  the  bosom  of  the  other,  wdiich 
W'ould  continue  to  rankle  and  fester  there  to  the  end 
of  his  days.  The  conviction  that  such  was  the 
case  with  men  of  good  feelings  and  principle,  was 
produced  by  my  witnessing  the  mental  sufferings 
of  an  intimate  and  valued  friend,  by  whose  hand  a 
worthy  man  had  fallen.  Several  years  had  elapsed 
from  the  date  of  this  affair,  before  I became  ac- 
quainted with  him. 

We  were  soon  after  associated  in  the  general  staff 
of  the  army,  and,  for  the  greater  part  of  two  years, 
we  shared  the  same  tent  or  barrack  room,  and  often 
the  same  pallet.  I had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  agony  he  often  felt,  when  his  mind  recurred  to 
the  event  which  had  deprived  society  of  a worthy 
member,  and  himself  of  an  esteemed  and  cherished 
acquaintance.  Like  the  unhappy  hermit  in  the 
tragedy  of  Douglas,  he  appeared,  in  his  sleep,  to 
“hold  dialogues”  with  the  ghost  of  the  victim  of 
his  superior  skill  in  the  use  of  arms,  or  more  per- 
fect self-possession;  and  a witness  of  them  might 
have  adopted  the  opinion  of  the  youthful  Norval, 
that  a happier  lot  was  bis  who  had  fallen.  Taking 
the  rules  which  govern  such  matters  as  the  criterion, 
my  friend  had  nothing  wherewith  to  accuse  him- 
self. The  quarrel  was  indeed  “fastened  on  him.” 
Generous  as  brave,  he  had  done  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  induce  a withdrawal  of  the  challenge,  and 
when,  by  a first  fire,  his  adversary  was  wounded, 
he  anxiously  desired  that  the  affair  might  there  ter- 
minate. His  proposition  rejected,  his  second  shot 
was  fatal.  What  an  instructive  lesson  does  this 
story  present  to  him  who  would  resort  to  this  mode 
of  settling  a personal  difficulty,  who  possesses  com- 
mon sensibility  and  the  principles  of  humanity  and 
honor.  The  sad  alternatives,  his  own  death,  or  a 
subsequent  life  of  bitter  regret  and  sorrow.  A short 
experience  in  the  army  convinced  me,  also,  that 
fighting  a duel  was  not  an  undoubted  test  of  true 
courage.  I had  known  instances  of  duels,  and  des- 
perate duels,  being  fought  by  men  who  would  not 
have  been  selected,  by  officers  who  knew  them,  to 
lead  a forlorn  hope.  On  the  contrary,  I possessed 
the  most  positive  testimony  to  prove  that  some  of 
the  bravest  men  would  not  be  engaged  in  an  affair 
of  that  kind  under  any  circumstances. 

Conformably  to  my  plan,  as  stated  in  the  com- 
mencement of  my  letter,  to  give  you  facts  rather 
than  arguments,  I present  you  with  another  remi- 
niscence of  my  early  military  life.  I introduce  it 
not  only  to  sustain  my  position,  but  from  Ihe  re- 
spect I entertain  for  the  memory  of  a gallant  bro- 
ther officer,  long  since  called  to  receive,  in  another 
world,  his  reward  for  having  preferred  “Ihe  praise 
of  God  to  the  praise  of  men.”  In  the  summer  of 
the  year  1793,  limit.  Drake,  of  Ihe  infantry  of  Ihe 
2d  sub-legion,  received  a marked  insult  from  ano- 
ther brother  officer.  Manifesting  no  disposition  to 
call  him  to  an  account,  some  of  -those  who  wished 
him  well,  amonst  whom  I was  one,  spoke  to  him  on 
the  subject,  expressing  our  fears  that  bis  reputation 
as  an  officer  would  greatly  suffer,  if  he  permitted 
such  an  insult  to  pass  unnoticed.  The  answer  he 
gave  me  was,  that  he  cared  not  what  opinion  the 
officers  might  form  of  him;  he  was  determined  to 
pursue  his_ovyn  co.urse.  That  course  was  so  novel 
in  (he  army,  that  R los"t,*ft>r.him,  as  I had  supposed 
ib  wopld,”  llfe^respect  0f  dearfe/^11  the  officers. — 
ri-ie  ensuing  summer  gav£<Mj\  Dr&kg  an  opportu- 
nity of  vindicating,  most  triump^ranU/', bis  conduct 
and  principles.  He  had  been  statteyeoio.  -a  small 
fortress  yyhic.h  had#  been^erected  by  gen.-YYayne, 
dui'irfg  the  winter?  ansrii  the  spot  whick'ha^-been 
rendered  remavkable-  by  Ithe-defeat  of  St".  'Clair’s  . 


army,  three  years  before.  The  garriso>  consisted  ! 
of  a single  rifle  company  and  thirty  infantry,  and 
of  the  latter  Drake  was  the  immediate  commander. 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  1794,  a detachment  &f  the 
army,  consisting  of  several  hundred  men,  under- 
the  command  of  maj.  McMahon,  being  encamped  : 
near  the  fort,  in  which  they  had  the  pievious  day- 
deposited  a quantity  of  provisions  which  they  had 
escorted  from  the  cantonment  of  the  army  at  Green- 
ville, were  attacked,  early  in  the  morning,  by  up- 
wards  of  three  thousand  indians.  The  troops  made 
a gallant  resistance;  but  being  turned  on  both 
flanks,  and  in  danger  of  being  surrounded,  they 
retreated  to  the  open  ground  around  the  fort. — -| 
From  this,  too,  they  were  soon  dislodged  by  the 
overpowering  force  of  the  enemy;  in  the  retreat, 
many  wounded  men  were  in  danger  of  being  left, 
which  being  observed  from  the  fort,  capt.  Gibson 
directed  his  own  lieutenant  to  take  the  infantry, 
(Drake’s  particular  command.)  and  a portion  of  the 
riflemen,  and  sally  out  to  their  relief.  To  this 
Drake  objected,  and  claimed  Ihe  right  to  command 
his  own  men,  and,  as  senior  to  the  other  lieutenant, 
his  right  also  to  the  whole  command.  “O,  very 
well,  sir,”  said  the  captain,  “if  such  is  your  wish, 
take  it.”  “It  is  my  wish,  sir,  to  do  my  duty,  and 
I will  endeavor  to  do  it,  now  and  at  all  limes,”  was 
the  modest  reply  of  Drake.  He  accordingly  sallied 
out,  skilfully  interposed  his  detachment  between 
the  retreating  troops  and  the  enemy,  opened  upon 
them  a hot  fire,  arrested  their  advance,  and  gave  an 
opportunity  to  the  wounded  to  effect  their  escape, 
and  to  the  broken  and  retreating  companies  of  our 
troops  to  re-form  and  again  to  face  the  enemy. — 
Throughout  the  whole  affair,  Drake’s  activity,  skill, 
and  extraordinary  self  possession,  were  most  con- 
spicuous. The  enemy  of  course  observed,  it  as  well 
as  his  friends.  The  numerous  shots  directed  at 
him,  however,  like  the  arrows  of  Teucer,  aimed  at 
the  heart  of  Hector,  were  turned  aside,  by  provi- 
dential interference,  until  he  had  accomplished  all 
that  he  had  been  sent  to  perform.  He  then  receiv- 
ed a ball  through  his  body  and  fell;  a faithful  cor- 
poral came  to  his  assistance,  and  with  his  aid  he 
reached  the  fort;  and  those  two  were  the  last  of  the 
retreating  party  that  entered  it — Drake  making  it  a 
point  of  honor  that  it  should  be  so.  Mr.  Drake 
was  rendered  unfit  for  duty  for  a long  time  by  his 
wound.  He  had  not,  indeed,  recovered  from  it  in 
the  summer  of  1796,  when  he  was  my  guest,  when 
in  command  at  Fort  Washington,  (Cincinnati,)  on 
his  way,  on  furlough,  to  visit  his  native  state,  Con-  i 
necticut.  His  friends,  however,  enjoyed  his  pre-  1 
sence  but  a short  time.  Having,  as  I understood,  ; 
taken  the  yellow  fever  in  passing  through  Phi-  i 
ladelphia,  he  died  in  a few  days  after  he  reached  ! 
his  home. 

I have  yet  another  reminiscence,  the  relation  of  j 
which  may  serve  the  cause  you  have  so  much  at  i 
heart. 

An  officer  of  the  army  had  so  often  and  so  nnne-  I 
cessarily  wounded  the  feelings  of  another  of  the 
same  corps,  the  duties  of  which  madetheirassocia- 
tion  indispensable,  that  he  considered  himself 
bound  to  demand  satisfaction  in  the  usual  way. — 
They  met,  and  the  injured  man  fell,  as  it  was  an- 
ticipated he  would,  from  the  superior  skill  of  his 
antagonist  in  the  use  of  the  weapon  which  they 
used.  Being  possessed  of  a high  grade  of  talents 
and  amiable  character,  he  had  the  sympathy  of  all 
the  officers.  With  others,  I visited  him  after  he 
had  been  removed  to  his  quarters.  He  expressed  a 
desire  to  see  the  officer  with  whom  he  had  fought, 
and  I was  present  at  the  interview.  I wish  I could 
describe,  as  it  merits,  this  interesting  scene.  The 
circumstances  attending  it  were  so  deeply  impress- 
ed upon  my  mind  that  they  can  never  be  effaced, 
as  long  as  memory  holds  its  seat. 

In  the  tent  were  some  half  dozen  officers,  the 
friends  of  the  dying  man,  (for,  as  I have  said,  he 
had,  from  his  amiable  qualities,  many  and  warm 
ones,)  exhibiting  unequivocal  evidences  of  their 
sorrow.  Conspicuous  above  the  rest,  and  near  the 
head  of  the  rude  couch,  was  the  manly  form  of  the 
commandant  of  the  corps  to  which  both  the  duel- 
lists  belonged,  (the  beau  ideal  of  chivahous  valor, 
and  the  chevalier  de  Bayard  of  the  army,)  endea- 
voring to  stifle,  as  best  he  could,  the  feeling  which 
agfiated  his  bosom.  At  a little  distance,  in  full 
view  of  the  victim  of  his  passions,  sat  the  insensi- 
ble   ; but  I must  restrain  the  indignation  which 

I still  feel.  He  was  my  brother  officer — we  sha>ud 
together  the  perils  of  a’  difficult  war — and  in  bofJe, 

I know  that  he  did  his  duty— and  whatever  -night 
have  been  his  conduct  to  others,  I never/3^  per- 
sonally any  reason  to  complain  of  him.  £nt  Mere 
he  sat,  apparently,  at  least",  unaffectedly  t,,e  mis- 
chief he  had  done,  by  burying  in  a>-'nt,mely grave  , 
a man  who  had  never  injured  . .’  wllose  anil 
might  be  needed  in  the  pending 'c,sr1'!e.  ba,tIe  with 
the  hitherto  triumphant  encres  0 “s  c°unfryJ 
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and  whose  intel^ct  might  at  some  future  time  have 
1 been  usefully  employed  in  its  councils.  The  se- 
vere bodily  pain  which  the  dying  officerhad  for  some 
time  suffered,  had  ceased;  and  that  culm  and  ease 
had  succeeded  which  is  the  unequivocal  harbinger 
of  approaching  death,  and  which  a gracious  Provi- 
dence has  provided  for  the  mortally  wounded  sol- 
dier, to  enable  him  to  offer  a last  prayer  for  his  dis- 
tant family,  if  he  has  one,  or  for  the  pardon  of  his 
own  sins.  Turning  his  intelligent  eye  upon  his 
late  antagonist,  he  mildly  said  that  “he  had  desired 
to  see  him,  for  the  purpose  of  assuring  him  of  his 
sincere  forgiveness — that  he  wished  him  happiness 
in  this  world — and  that,  as  the  means  of  securing 
it,  he  recommended  to  him,  with  the  sincerity  of  a 
dying  man,  to  endeavor  to  restrain  the  violence  of 
his  passions,  by  the  indulgence  of  which  he  had 
deprived  one  of  life,  who  had  never  injured  him, 
in  thought  or  deed.” 

I am  satisfied  that  what  I have  said  above  does 
not  entirely  meet  your  inquiry,  and  that  you  will 
expect  me  to  state  what  effect  the  scenes  I have 
described  had  in  forming  my  own  principles,  and 
governing  my  own  conduct.  I have  already  stated 
an  entire  change  in  my  sentiments  on  the  subject 
of  duelling,  from  those  which  I entertained  upon 
my  first  entering  the  army,  and  for  which  no  ex- 
cuse can  be  offered  but  my  extreme  youth,  and  the 
bad  example  continually  before  me.  In  almost 
every  other  case,  possessed  of  the  deliberate  opi- 
nions of  a man,  you  might  safely  conclude  that 
his  conduct  would  be  in  conformity  to  them.  But 
such,  alas!  is  not  the  case  with  men  of  the  world, 
in  relation  to  the  laws  which  form  the  “code  of 
honor.”  Abstractly  considered,  they  all  condemn 
them,  w'hilst  in  practice  they  adopt  them.  In  all 
other  cases,  independent  men  act  from  their  own 
conviction;  but  in  this  case,  upon  the  opinions  of 
others,  or  rather  what  they  fear  may  be  the  opi- 
nions of  others. 

I acknowledge  that  the  change  of  my  opinions, 
which  I have  admitted,  in  relation  to  duelling,  had 
no  other  influence  on  my  conduct  than  to  determine 
me  never  to  be.  the  aggressor.  But,  although  re- 
solved to  offer  no  insult  nor  inflict  any  injury',  I 
was  determined  to  suffer  none.  Whc-n  I left  the 
army',  however,  and  retired  to  civil  life,  I consider- 
ed myself  authorised  greatly  to  narrow  the  ground 
upon  which  I would  be  willing  to  resort  to  a per- 
sonal combat.  To  the  determination  which  I had 
previously  made,  to  offer  no  insult  or  inflict  any  in- 
jury to  give  occasion  to  any  one  to  call  upon  me  in 
this  way,  (for,  after  witnessing  the  scene  which  I 
have  last  described,  the  wealth  and  honors  of  the 
world  would  not  have  tempted  me  to  level  a pistol 
at  the  breast  of  a man  whom  I had  injured,)  I re- 
solved lo  disregard  all  remarks  upon  my  conduct 
which  could  not  be  construed  into  a deliberate  in- 
sult, or  any  injury  which  did  not  affect  my  reputa- 
tion or  the  happiness  and  peace  of  my  family. — 
When  I had  the  honor  to  be  called  upon  lo  com- 
mand the  north  western  army',  recollecting  the  num- 
ber of  gallant  men  that  had  fallen  in  the  former 
war,  in  personal  combat,  I determined  to  use  ail 
the  authority  and  all  the  influence  of  my  station  to 
prevent  their  recurrence.  And  to  take  away  the 
principal  source  from  which  they  spring,  in  an  ad- 
dress to  the  Pennsylvania  brigade,  at  Sandusky,  I 
declared  it  to  be  my  determination  to  prevent,  by 
all  means  that  the  military  laws  placed  in  my  hands, 
any  injury,  or  even  insult,  which  should  be  offered 
by  the  superior  to  the  inferior  officers.  I cannot 
say  what  influence  this  course,  on  my  part,  may 
have  produced  in  the  result.  But  I state,  with 
pleasure,  that  there  was  not  a single  duel,  nor,  as 
far  as  I know,  a challenge  given,  while  I retained 
the  command.  The  activity  in  which  the  army 
was  constantly  kept  may,  however,  have  been  the 
principal  cause  of  this  uncommon  harmony. 

In  relation  to  my  present  sentiments,  a sense  of 
higher  obligations  than  human  laws  or  human  opi- 
nions can  impose,  has  determined  me  never,  on  any 
occasion,  lo  accept  a challenge  or  seek  redress  for 
a personal  injury,  by  a resort  to  the  laws  which 
compose  the  code  of  honor. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  fellow  citizen, 

'W.  H.  HARRISON. 

To  Aaron  B.  Howell , esq. 


FLORIDA  WAR. 

Message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States 
transmitting  a report  from  major  general  Jesup  of 
his  operations  while  commanding  the  army  in 
Florida,  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the 
’enate  of  the  6th  inst. 

Ju0  7,  1838 — laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

, Washington,  July  7,  1838. 

t conformity  with  the  resolutions  of  the 
senate,  r herewith,  the  report  of  majorgen- 


eral  Jesup,  together  with  a letter  from  the  secretary 
of  war. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

To  Ike  president  of  the  senate. 

War  department,  July  7,  1S38. 

Sin:  In  obedience  to  your  directions,  I have  the 
honor  to  I transmit,  herewith,  the  report  of  major 
general  Jesup  of  his  operations  while  commanding 
the  army  in  Florida,  together  with  my  reply. 

1 am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, J.  K.  POINSETT. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  Slates. 

Department  of  War,  July  7,  1838. 

Sie:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  communication  of  the  6th  instant,  contain- 
ing a summany  account  of  your  operations  in  Flo- 
rida. The  department  is  aware  of  the  obstacles  to 
your  complete  success,  presented  by  the  fare  of  the 
country,  the  nature  of  the  climate,  and  the  charac- 
ter of  the  enemy,  and  fully  appreciates  your  un- 
tiring efforts  to  carry  out  all  its  views,  and  to  re- 
move the  Seininoles  to  their  new  homes  in  the 
west.  You  have  accomplished  all  that  could  be 
expected  under  the  peculiar  and  difficult  circum 
stances  in  which  you  were  placed,  from  a zealous, 
active  and  energetic  officer;  and  in  withdrawing 
you  from  Florida,  the  department  was  actuated  by 
no  want  of  confidence  in  your  zeal  or  ability  to 
carry  on  the  war  to  a successful  issue,  but  from  a 
belief  that  you  might  now  return  to  the  performance 
of  the  appropriate  duties  of  your  department  with- 
out injury  to  the  public  service. 

Verv  respectfully',  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Major  general  Thomas  S.  Jesvp,  Washington  city. 

Sir:  Having  been  relieved  from  duty  in  Florida, 
by  the  orders  of  the  government,  I deem  it  proper 
to  present  a narrative  of  the  principal  operations 
of  the  army  under  my  command,  as  well  as  an  ex- 
planation of  the  measures  which  I considered  it 
my  duty  to  adopt,  during  the  last  campaign  in  that 
territory;  reserving  to  myself  the  right  to  present 
a more  detailed  report,  as  soon  as  a release  from 
my  other  duties  will  afford  me  the  time  to  prepare  it. 

When  I presented  a project  of  a plan  of  cam- 
paign on  the  15th  of  June,  of  last  year,  I neither 
expected  nor  desired  to  retain  the  command  of  the 
army.  I believed  that  I had  accomplished  all  that 
it  was  possible  for  me  to  accomplish  with  the  means 
placed  at  my  disposal;  yet  I was  aware  the  public, 
and  particularly  the  people  of  Florida,  were  not 
satisfied  with  what  had  been  done.  Florida  pre- 
sented no  field  for  military  distinction.  I had  gone 
thither  by  the  order  of  the  government,  at  great 
personal  sacrifice,  W'ith  no  object  in  view,  beyond 
the  faithful  performance  of  my  duty.  I felt  that  I 
had  performed  that  duty  to  the  best  of  my  abilities; 
but  I believed  the  interests  of  the  country  re- 
quired that  the  commander  of  the  troops  should 
possess  entirely  the  public  confidence;  as  without 
this  confidence  no  military  man  can  perform  his 
duties  efficiently  under  a popular  government;  and 
I hold  that  the  moment  the  public  confidence  is 
withdrawn)  from  a general,  the  executive  is  bound 
to  remove  him;  for  no  matter  what  may  be  his 
merits,  or  how  transcendent  his  abilities,  his  private 
and  personal  interests  should  not  be  putin  compe- 
tition with  the  interests  of  the  nation.  Such  be- 
ing my  sentiments  and  opinions,  I could  not  for  a 
moment  permit  the  executive  to  be  embarrassed  by 
any  considerations  personal  to  myself,  and  I asked, 
through  the  adjutant  general,  to  be  relieved  from 
command. 

Your  decision  was  received  through  the  general- 
in-chief;  discretion  was  given  to  me  to  retain  the 
command,  or  retire  from  it.  Had  circumstances 
remained  as  when  I ask.  d to  be  relieved,  I should 
have  retired  at  once;  but  a material  change  bad 
taken  place:  the  press,  either  mistaking  or  misre- 
presenting my  motives, had  denounced  mein  no  very 
measured  terms  for  asking  to  be  relieved;  and  the 
people  of  the  country,  as  well  as  the  officers  of  the 
army,  solar  as  their  opinions  were  made  known  to 
me,  seemed  to  desire  that  I should  retain  the  com- 
mand. My  feelings  and  interests  alike  prompted 
me  to  retire,  but  in  the  position  I then  found  my- 
self, I believed  1 was  not  at  liberty  to  do  so,  and  1 
announced  my  intention  to  remain. 

Your  letter  approving  my  plan  of  campaign  w'as 
received  on  the  7th  of  August.  Measures  were 
immediately  adopted  lo  fulfil  the  views  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

In  consequence  of  the  alarm  pervading  the 
country',  and  the  inefficiency  of  the  regular  troops, 
caused  by  their  sickly  condition,  as  well  as  by'  the 
want  of  officers,  I had  been  compelled  to  give  a 
military  organization  lo  the  whole  population  on 


the  frontier.  This  was  a measure  attended  with 
considerable  expense,  but  it  was  the  only  means  in 
my  power  of  preserving  the  country  from  entire 
devastation.  1 kept  the  mounted  men  constantly 
scouting  to  deter  the  enemy  from  approaching  the 
settlements  or  annoying  the  inhabitants;  and  was 
taking  measures  to  commence  active  hostilities  so 
soon  as  a small  regular  force  should  arrive. 

While  thus  engaged,  the  commanding  officer  at 
Fort  King  reported  the  arrival  of  several  Indians 
in  the  vicinity  of  that  post,  and  stated  that  the  chiefs 
w ere  desirous  of  communicating  with  me.  I pro- 
ceeded thither,  and  held  conferences  with  them  on 
the  19th  and  20th  of  August.  They  expressed  an 
earnest  desire  for  peace,  but  declared  the  majority 
of  the  Indians  to  be  averse  to  leaving  the  country. 
They  were  distinctly  informed  that  preparation  to 
emigrate  must  be  preliminary  to  any  discussion  in 
relation  to  peace;  that  I could  confer  with  them  on 
no  other  subject;  that  they  must  make  up  their 
minds  to  fulfil  their  treaty  and  emigrate;  that  when 
prepared  to  communicate  to  me  that  determination, 
a deputation  would  be  received  iron  them;  and 
they  were  directed  to  use  a white  flag  to  secure 
them  from  the  attacks  of  our  scouting  parlies  that 
might  be  out  at  the  time  of  their  approach;  and 
they  were  assured  that  after  having  fulfilled  their 
treaty  in  good  faith,  by  emigrating  to  the  country 
assigned  them  west  of  the  Mississippi,  the  execu- 
tive would  receive,  a deputation  from  them,  and  hear 
and  attend  to  any  thing  they  might  have  to  say. 

Coe  Hajo,  the  principal  chief  present,  informed 
me  that  many  of  the  Seminole  chiefs  were  in  favor 
of  the  treaty  and  ready  to  emigrate;  but  Appiacca 
and  Powell,  who  controlled  the  young  men,  were 
opposed  to  the  measure,  and  that  the  former  had 
threatened  with  death  all  who  favored  it.  He  ad- 
ded, however,  that  the  chiefs  of  the  nation  proposed 
to  hold  a council  on  the  St.  John  in  a lew'  days, 
where  their  whole  policy  was  to  be  discussed,  and 
particularly,  at  his  instance,  the  question  of  emi- 
gration; but  he  was  certain  that  Appiacca  would 
prevent  the  council,  if  possible,  or  at  all  events 
oppose  the  execution  of  the  treaty.  He  promised 
to  meet  me  at  Fort  King  in  twenty  days,  and  inform 
me  whether  the  chiefshad  met  in  council,  and  their 
determination.  In  the  meantime  he  desired  that 
hostilities  should  cease  on  both  sides.  Being  then 
in  the  midst  of  the  sickly  season,  I assented  to  the 
proposition;  and  it  was  arranged  that  the  Indians 
should  all  withdraw  south  of  Fort  Mellon,  and  on 
no  account  return  north  of  that  post;  that  they 
should  neither  cross  to  the  eastern  side  of  the  St. 
John  or  to  the  western  side  of  the  Fort  King  road; 
and  that  the  violation  of  any  of  those  terms  should 
be  considered  an  act  of  hostility. 

Coe  Hajo  did  not  return  to  Fort  King  at  the  time 
appointed;  and  learned  afterwards  that  but  few 
chiefs  had  attended  the  council,  and  those  who  at- 
tended, though  they  made  a law  to  punish  any  of 
their  people  who  should  commit  depredations  upon 
the  white  inhabitants,  decided  not  to  leave  the 
country. 

On  the  -1th  of  September,  several  negroes  sur- 
rendered at  Fort  Peyton,  near  St.  Augustine,  and 
communicated  important  information.  Lieutenant 
Peyton,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post,  made 
arrangements  to  proceed  with  a part  of  his  com- 
mand against  a body  of  Indians  and  negroes,  which 
they  represented  to  be  forty  or  fifty  miles  below. 
Brigadier  genera!  Hernandez,  who  commanded  the 
troops  and  the  posts  east  of  the  St.  John,  increased 
the  force,  took  the  direction  of  the  movement,  and 
proceeded  south;  the  result  of  his  operations  was 
the  surprise  and  capture  of  two  camps  of  Indians 
and  negroes,  among  w hom  were  several  important 
chiefs. 

One  of  the  chiefs,  Emathla,  (king  Philip,)  desir- 
ed lo  communicate  with  his  family,  to  induce  them 
to  surrender.  General  Hernandez  permitted  one  of 
the  prisoners  to  bear  his  message.  Coacoochee, 
(Little  Wild  Cat,)  a son  of  Philip,  returned  with 
the  messenger.  Philip  after  conferring  with  him, 
proposed  to  send  him  out  with  messages  to  the 
chiefs  and  people,  promising  that  many  would  re- 
turn with  him.  General  Hernandez  informed  me 
that  he  was  under  no  obligation  to  allow  him  to  leave 
St.  Augustine,  but  on  full  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, I deemed  it  proper  to  permit  him  to  go  with 
the  message  of  his  father.  He  promised  to  bring  in 
all  the  Seminoles  of  the  St.  John;  but  I authorized 
no  one  to  be  invited  to  come  in  for  any  other  pur- 
pose than  to  remain.  I promised,  however,  that  all 
who  should  come  in  and  surrender  should  receive 
kind  treatment.  Previous  to  his  departure,  he  ex- 
amined several  sites,  in  company  with  general  Her- 
nandez, for  the  purpose  of  determining  on  a suita- 
ble position  for  an  encampment. 

He  went  out,  and  on  the  17th  of  October  return- 
ed, and  reported  that  about  a hundred  Indians,  and 
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as  many  negroes,  were  on  the  way  to  St.  Augus- 
tine. General  Hernandez,  with  a detachment  of 
went  to  meet  them.  He  met  the  advance  at  Pelli- 
ceer’s  creek  and  directed  them  to  move  forward  to 
Fort  Peyton,  where  it  was  intended  they  should  en- 
camp. 

On  the  20th,  John  Cavallo,  a sub-chief,  a hostage 
who  had  violated  his  parole  in  May  of  last  year, 
came  into  St.  Augustine  with  a message  from  Pow- 
ell and  Coe-Hajo,  stating  that  they  had  encamped 
near  the  fort,  and  desired  to  see  general  Hernandez. 
Several  negroes  came  in  on  the  same  day; — from 
them  I learned  that  the  Indians  had  hut  a short 
time  previous  killed  a white  man;  that  they  did  not 
intend  to  leave  the  country,  that  they  were  de- 
sirous of  obtaining  powder  and  clothing;  and,  as 
some  of  the  negroes  expressed  it,  they  had  “come 
for  no  good;”  and  that,  when  they  set  out  for  St. 
Augustine,  a party  of  Miccasukeys  and  Tallahas- 
sees  had  started  from  their  camp  for  the  Alachua 
frontier,  to  steal  horses  and  drive  off  cattle. 

The  Indians,  by  their  chiefs,  had  surrendered  to 
me  by  capitulation  at  Fort  Dade,  in  March,  1837; 
and,  in  addition,  Powell  had,  in  May  of  that  year, 
gone  to  lieutenant  col.  Harney,  at  Fort  Mellon,  and 
had  received  subsistence  to  take  his  band  to  Tampa 
Bay.  Coe-Hajo  had  received  subsistence  for  his 
band  for  the  same  purpose.  The  former  in  viola- 
tion of  his  plighted  faith,  not  only  failed  to  go  on 
himself,  but  prevented  Coe-Hajo,  by  force  and 
threats,  from  fulfilling  his  engagements,  which  he 
was  attempting  faithfully  to  do.  He  also  attempt- 
ed to  kill  Yoholo  Hajo,  an  unarmed  herald  or  mes- 
senger, whom  in  a period  of  peace,  I had  sent  to 
communicate  with  Coe-Hajo  and  Nocoso  Yoholo. 

As  I had  informed  the  chiefs  at  Fort  King  that  I 
would  hold  no  communication  with  the  Seminoles 
unless  they  should  determine  to  emigrate;  as  I had 
permitted  no  Indian  to  come  in  for  any  other  pur- 
dose  but  to  remain;  as  they  were  all  prisoners  of 
war,  or  hostages  who  had  violated  their  parole;  as 
many  of  them  had  violated  the  truce  entered  into  at 
Fort  King,  by  occupying  the  country  east  of  the  St. 
John,  by  allowing  predatory  parties  to  go  to  the 
frontier,  and  by  killing  at  least  one  white  man;  and 
as  the  white  flag  had  been  allowed  for  no  other  pur- 
pose than  to  enable  them  to  communicate  and  come 
in  without  danger  of  attack  from  our  parties,  it  be- 
came my  duty  to  secure  them,  on  being  satisfied  of 
the  fact  that  they  intend  to  return  to  their  fast- 
nesses. I accordingly  required  gen.  Hernandez  to 
seize  them,  and  take  them  to  St.  Augustine;  but, 
notwithstanding  their  character  as  prisoners  and 
hostages  who  had  violated  their  parole,  and  who,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  war,  as  recognized  by  civilized 
nations,  had  forfeited  theirlives,  I directed  that  they 
should  be  treated  with  every  kindness,  and  have 
every  accommodation  consistent  with  their  secu- 
rity. 

Soon  after  the  seizure  of  the  Indians,  Powell  and 
Coe-Hajo  requested  an  interview  with  me.  I saw 
them  at  my  quarters  at  St.  Augustine.  They  in- 
formed me  that  Micanopy,  Jumper,  Holatoochee, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  Seminoles  were  ready  to 
execute  their  treaty,  and  were  only  deterred  from 
coming  in  by  the  Miccasukies.  They  had  advised 
that  messages  be  sent  to  Micanopy  and  Jumper, 
and  requested  to  be  allowed  to  send  for  their  own 
people,  who,  they  said,  would  come  in  on  being  as- 
sured that  their  lives  would  be  spared.  I permitted 
them  to  send  messengers  to  their  families  and  peo- 
ple, and  I sent  a messenger  to  Micanopy. 

The  principal  Indian  force  on  the  1st  of  October, 
as  I ascertained  about  the  10th  of  that  month,  was 
concentrated  on  the  Upper  St.  John,  though  there 
were  several  small  roving  bands.north  of  Fort  Mel- 
lon and  Tampa  Bay.  and  other  bands  spread  south 
to  Florida  Point.  The  theatre  of  iny  operations 
extended  over  more  than  five  degrees  of  latitude. 
To  cover  a country  so  vast,  forty  posts  were  requir- 
ed to  be  occupied  during  the  campaign,  and  I was 
obliged  to  operate  from  a base  extending  from  Char- 
lotte’s harbor,  by  the  way  of  the  Suwannee,  to  St. 
Augustine,  upwards  of  three  hundred  miles. 

I had  desired  to  commence  operations  on  the  first 
of  October,  because  at  that  time  the  St.  John  is  na- 
vigable a greater  distance  than  at  a later  period; 
and  I could  then  have  availed  myself  of  more  than# 
two  months  of  the  service  of  the  Florida  troops' 
whose  term  of  service  expired  in  December.  The 
regular  troops,  however, did  not  begin  to  arrive  un- 
til near  the  last  of  October,  and  they  continued  to 
come  in  until  December.  The  principal  volunteer 
force  arrived  about  the  first  of  December. 

Col.  Smith,  of  Louisiana,  was  ordered  to  enterthe 
peninsula  through  the  Coloosehatchee.  His  opera- 
tions covered  the  whole  country  from  that  river 
south  to  Cape  Sable.  The  results  were  one  or  two 
skirmishes,  in  which  he  lost  a few  men,  probably 
killed  some  of  the  enemy,  and  took  two  hundred 
and  forty-three  prisoners, 


General  Taylor  was  directed  to  proceed  from 
Tampa  Bay,  upon  a road  in  nearly  an  eastern  direc- 
tion into  the  heart  of  the  country,  establish  a post 
on  the  head  of  Pease  creek,  another  on  the  Kissim- 
mee, and  attack  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.  His 
operations  covered  the  whole  country  east  of  the 
Fort  King  road,  Tampa  Bay,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co, from  the  Withlacoochee  to  the  Coloosehatchee, 
and  east  of  the  Kissimmee  to  the  eastern  line  of  the 
Okechobee.  He  came  up  with  the  enemy  on  the 
Okecbobee  on  the  25th  of  December,  attacked  them, 
and  in  one  of  the  best  fought  battles  known  in  our 
history,  gained  a complete  victory,  though  with 
great  loss  of  officers  and  men.  The  enemy  have 
acknowledged  a loss  of  fourteen  killed.  During 
the  whole  of  general  Taylor’s  operations,  he  has 
taken  and  secured  lour  hundred  and  eighty-four  In- 
dians and  negroes. 

Brigadier  general  Nelson,  with  a brigade  of  Geor- 
gia volunteers,  was  directed  to  scour  the  frontier  of 
Middle  Florida,  and  the  western  part  of  East  Flo- 
rida. His  operations  covered  the  country  west  of 
the  Fort  King  road,  from  the  southern  point  of  the 
Annutaliga  swamp  to  the  Withlacoochee,  and  to  the 
head  of  that  river;  thence  to  the  Suwannee;  and 
thence  west  of  that  river  and  south  of  the  Talla- 
hassee road  to  Stein  Hatchee;  the  whole  distance 
on  the  coast  being  one  continued  swamp,  extending 
from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  interior  from  ten 
to  thirty  miles,  and  along  the  gulf  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles,  (farther  than  from  this  city  to  Philadel- 
phia.) He  had  several  skirmishes  with  the  enemy, 
and  the  result  of  his  operations,  so  far  as  they  have 
been  reported  to  me,  are  six  Indians  killed,  and 
fourteen  prisoners. 

Col.  Snodgrass,  with  a battalion  of  Alabama  vo- 
lunteers, was  ordered  to  scour  the  swamps  and  ham- 
mocks between  the  Black  creek  and  the  Ocklawa- 
ha,  and  drive  out,  capture,  or  destroy,  any  Indians 
in  that  section  of  the  country,  and  then  to  operate 
between  the  St.  John  and  Ocldawaha.  He  per- 
formed the  duty  assigned  to  him  north  of  the 
latter  river;  then  crossed  to  the  east  of  the  river  St. 
John  at  Picolata;  passed  around  Dunn’s  lake,  and 
recrossing  at  Volusia,  took  a position  at  the  Four 
Lakes,  about  twenty  miles  W'est  of  that  posl.  His 
operations  covered  the  country  between  the  St. 
John  and  the  Ocldawaha,  and  west  of  the  latter  to 
Fort  King  and  around  Orange  lake,  and  through  the 
swamps  about  Orange  lake  creek.  He  destroyed 
several  Indian  villages,  and,  though  often  on  the 
trails  of  small  bodies  of  Indians,  he  succeeded  in 
taking  but  one  prisoner, 

Lieutenant  colonel  Coffee,  of  the  Alabama  volun- 
teers, was  ordered  to  proceed  by  land  from  Garey’s 
Ferry  to  Fort  Mellon,  with  four  companies.  He 
marched  to  Fort  King;  then  proceeded  to  the  Okee- 
humka  hammock;  crossed  the  Ocldawaha  immedi- 
ately below  the  outlet  of  Ahapopka  lake;  moved 
along  the  eastern  side  of  that  lake,  and  thence  to 
Fort  Mellon.  He  was  afterward  sent  on  an  expe- 
dition from  Fort  Christian  to  Tohopeliga. 

Major  Lauderdale,  with  the  Tennessee  volun- 
teers, crossed  the  St.  John  at  Picolata;  traversed  the 
country  between  that  river  and  the  Atlantic  to  Vo- 
lusia, and  thence  to  Lake  Monroe. 

Gen.  Hernandez  commenced  operations  east  of 
the  St.  John  in  September.  After  securing  Powell 
and  Coe-Hajo,  and  their  bands,  he  was  ordered  south 
to  Spring  Garden,  where  he  made  several  prisoners. 
He  was  again  ordered  forward  to  New  Smyrna, 
when  the  general  movement  of  the  army  took  place; 
his  mounted  men  by  land,  and  foot  by  water,  on 
the  Atlantic.  He  caused  posts  to  be  established  at 
New  Smyrna,  and  at  the  haul-over  from  Mosquito 
Lagoon  to  Indian  river;  made  arrangements  to  re- 
ceive supplies  west  of  Indian  river;  turned  the  head 
of  it;  and  then  traversed  the  country  to  lake  Mon- 
roe, where  he  communicated  with  me  at  Fort  Mel- 
lon. Here  the  Tennesseans  joined  him,  and  he 
proceeded  forward  to  the  head  of  the  St.  John. 
Lieut,  colonel  Pierce,  with  several  companies  of 
his  regiment,  (the  first  artillery)  moved  in  barges 
down  the  Indian  river,  to  the  inlet,  where  he  estab- 
lished a post,  built  Fort  Pierce,  and  employed  his 
command  in  bringing  supplies  from  the  haul-over 
to  the  fort,  arid  thence  to  Fort  Jupiter.  The  result 
of  general  Hernandez’s  operations  was  two  Indians 
killed,  and  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  Indians 
and  negroes  taken. 

Lieutenant  Powell,  of  the  navy,  with  a small  na- 
val and  military  force,  proceeded  south  from  Fort 
Pierce,  to  examine  the  south  lagoon  of  that  river  as 
far  as  Jupiter  inlet.  He  landed  at  the  head  of  one 
of  the  branches  of  Jupiter  river;  fell  in  with  and  at- 
tacked a body  of  Indians,  and  after  a most  gallant 
effort,  was  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  compelled 
to  retreat  with  the  loss  of  several  officers  and  men 
killed  and  wounded.  He  killed  three  Indians  and  a 
negro,  and  made  one  prisoner. 


General  Eustis  having  organizes,  the  regular 
troops  by  assigning  the  recruits  to  companies,  and 
having  caused  Volusia  and  Fort  Mellon  to  be  occu- 
pied, and  proper  garrisons  of  mounted  men,  and 
foot  to  be  placed  at  the  several  posts  on  the  frontier 
to  Fort  King,  proceeded  from  Gray’s  Ferry  on  the 
17th  of  Novemberto  Fort  Mellon.  Colonel  Twiggs 
had  been  previously  detached  to  Volusia,  with  in- 
structions to  examine  the  country  between  the  St. 
John  and  Ochlawaha;  and  colonel  Miller  had  been 
detached  from  the  Suwannee  frontier,  via  Fort  King 
to  the  same  point,  with  orders  to  scour  the  country 
on  his  route.  I accompanied  general  Eustis’ com- 
mand to  Volusia,  and  there  joining  the  mounted 
force  under  colonel  Twiggs  and  colonel  Mills,  pro- 
ceeded to  Fort  Mellon  by  land,  where  I arrived  on 
the  26th  of  November.  Late  in  that  month,  the 
chief  Coa-coochee,  with  seventeen  of  the  band,  es- 
caped from  St.  Augustine. 

At  Fort  Mellon,  I found  the  messenger  sent  out 
by  Powell  and  Coe-Hajo  and  the  messenger  I sent 
to  Micanopy.  The  chief  sent  me  word  that  he  was  - 
ready  to  fulfil  the  arrangement  made  at  Fort  Dade, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  of  inducing  the  chiefs  and  the 
greater  part  of  his  people  to  surrender. 

Previous  to  my  departure  from  Picolata,  a depu- 
tation of  Cherokee  chiefs  arrived  with  a talk  from 
their  principal  chief,  John  Ross,  to  the  Seminoles. 
That  talk  contained,  as  I thought,  propositions  at 
variance  with  my  instructions.  It  held  out  to  the 
Seminoles  the  promise  of  a treaty;  but  I was  requir- 
ed to  enforce  the  provisions  of  an  existing  treaty, 
not  to  make  a new  treaty.  The  deputation  were 
told  that  unless  the  talk  was  modified,  they  would 
not  be  allowed  to  present  it.  They  were  permitted  j 
to  go  to  Fort  Mellon,  where,  having  consented  to 
change  the  more  objectionable  parts  of  the  talk, 
they  were  allowed  to  proceed  on  their  mission. 
Coe-Hajo,  who  was  desirous  of  collecting  and  emi- 
grating his  people,  was  sent  out  as  guide  to  the  t 
Cherokees,  and  as  my  messenger  to  the  Seminole  |i 
chiefs.  I authorized  no  assurances  to  be  given  to 
the  Indians  that  they  were  to  come  to  my  camp  and 
be  permitted  to  return.  I promised  them  protec- 
tion and  kind  treatment.  If’the  Cherokees  promis-  | 
ed  more,  it  was  on  their  own  responsibility,  and 
without  my  authority.  Coe-Hajo  returned  with 
many  of  his  people,  accompanied  by  the  Cherokees, 
and  by  the  chiefs  Micanopy,  Cloud,  Toskegee,  and 
Nocose  Yoholo,  with  fifteen  or  twenty  of  their  fol- 
lowers. Micanopy  reported  that  he  had  come  to  re- 
main with  me,  and  assured  me  that  his  people  would  |j 
come  in  and  emigrate. 

A council  was  held;  the  chiefs  agreed  to  fulfil 
their  treaty;  they  designated  messengers  to  be  sent 
out  to  collect  their  people,  and  bring  them  to  camp. 
Some  of  the  Cherokees  accompanied  those  messen- 
gers; they  returned  with  favorable  reports;  went  i 
out  again(  returned,  and  reported  the  failure  of  their 
mission.  During  the  last  visit  of  the  Cherokees, 
most  of  the  attendants  of  Micanopy  and  Cloud  left  i 
them.  Micanopy  reported  their  flight  to  me,  and 
desired  that  they  might  be  pursued;  and  Coe-Hajo, 
fearing  that  same  of  his  people  might  follow  their 
example,  requested  that  they  might  be  brought 
into  camp. 

The  Cherokees  returned  to  Washington.  I lost 
fifteen  most  important  days  by  their  negotiation — a i 
delay,  the  consequences  of  which  no  subsequent  ; 
effort  could  retrieve;  for,  in  the  meantime,  the  Se-  ; 
minoles  has  dispersed,  and  the  water  in  the  St.  John 
had  fallen  so  low  as  to  compel  me  to  use  the  boats 
propelled  by  oars  and  poles,  to  transport  supplies 
to  the  depots  which  I found  it  necessary  to  estab- 
lish farther  south  on  that  river. 

The  Seminole  chiefs,  with  Coe-Hajo  and  his  peo- 
ple, in  all  seventy-two,  were  ordered  to  St.  Augus- 
tine, and  thence,  with  those  taken  with  Powell,  to 
Charleston. 

Major  Dearborn  was  sent  forward  wilh  a detach- 
ment and  supplies,  in  barges,  to  establish  a depot 
at  the  head  of  Lake  Harney;  and  general  Eustis 
moved,  with  the  principal  force,  by  land.  The 
country  was  so  difficult,  that  his  march  was  neces- 
sarily slow.  He  erected  Fort  Christmas,  at  Pow- 
elstown,  on  the  25th  December,  and  arrived  on  the 
16th  of  January  at  Fort  Taylor,  a post  about  a hun- 
dred miles  south  of  Fort  Mellon,  established  by  col. 
Twiggs,  who  had  been  sent  in  advance. 

Lieutenant  Searle  had  been  sent  up  the  St.  John, 
to  explore  it;  and  colonel  Harney  had  followed  with 
several  barges  loaded  with  forage.  They  ascer- 
tained the  practicability  of  navigating  the  riv"  to 
Fort  Taylor. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  leaving  general  vustis  to 
follow,  with  the  foot  and  a squadron  of  dag°0ils.  I 
moved  forward  from  Fort  Taylor,  wit’  alJouf  five 
hundred  mounted  men,  dragoons  '0junteers, 
for  the  purpose  of  communicat:“  w..  general 
Taylor.  Previous  to  my  dep'  re’  leut'.  Ross 
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had  arri'Cd,  with  abundant  supplies,  in  barge3.  On 
the  7t'i,  I crossed  the  big  cypress  swamp,  and,  dis- 
covering fresh  trails  of  Indians,  sent  out  several 
scouting  parties.  One  of  them  fell  in  with  a small 
body  of  Indians,  of  whom  they  killed  one  warrior, 
and  captured  another,  whom  we  employed  as  a 
guide.  On  the  9th,  I arrived  at  the  head  of  the 
St.  John,  where  general  Hernandez  joined  me, 
from  the  eastern  side  of  the  river.  On  the  10th,  I 
proceeded  forward,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  gen. 
Taylor’s  route.  On  the  11th,  the  guide  informed 
me  that  he  had  mistaken  the  trail,  and  brought  me 
too  far  to  the  east.  As  it  was  important,  not  only 
to  communicate  with  general  Taylor,  but  to  be 
certain  of  supplies  at  Fort  Pierce,  I directed  the 
troops  to  fall  back  to  the  camp,  near  the  head  of 
the  St.  John,  whence  they  were  moved  to  Fort 
Pierce.  Having  obtained  a supply  of  forage,  and 
directed  that  a depot  should  be  established  on  the 
St.  Lucey  river,  I returned  to  camp,  where  I found 
gen.  Eustis.  He  had  opened  a communication 
with  Fort  Basinger,  on  the  Kissimmee. 

On  the  20th,  the  army  moved  from  the  head 
of  the  St.  John,  and  on  the  24th  came  up  with  the 
enemy  strongly  posted  on  the  Locha  Hatchee;  at- 
tacked, beat,  and  dispersed  them;  crossed  the  river 
on  the  25th,  and  encamped  on  Jupiter  bay.  A 
stockade  (Fort  Jupiter)  was  erected  here.  The 
column  was  delayed  at  this  post  for  shoes,  and 
other  supplies,  until  the  5th  of  February;  but,  in 
the  mean  time,  the  mounted  troops  were  kept  ac- 
tively employed.  Every  thing  necessary  being  re- 
ceived, it  was  put  in  motion  that  day,  and  encamp- 
ed about  twelve  miles  in  advance.  In  the  evening, 
gen.  Eustis  called  on  me  and  urged  me  to  terminate 
the  war  by  an  arrangement  with  the  Indians,  by 
which  they  should  be  left  in  the  southern  part  of 
Florida;  he  believing,  as  I did,  that  from  the  nature 
of  the  country  in  which  we  were  operating,  no  per- 
manent advantage  could  be  obtained  except  by 
peaceable  means.  The  general  expressed  the  most 
decided  opinion  that  the  department  would  approve 
the  measure.  I promised  to  consider  it.  On  the 
6th,  the  column  moved  forward,  and  in  the  after- 
noon the  officers  in  advance  reported  three  or  four 
mockasin  tracks,  and  stated  that  the  trail  had  taken 
nearly  a westerly  direction.  I ordered  the  troops 
to  encamp,  and  sent  a detachment  of  dragoons, 
with  several  Shawnee  Indians,  forward,  accom- 
panied by  my  aid  de-camp,  lieutenant  Linnard,  to 
reconnoitre  the  country. 

The  detachment  returned  and  reported  “fresh 
signs  of  a small  party  of  Indians.”  While  it  was 
out,  col.  Twiggs,  with  other  superiorofficers  of  the 
army,  called  on  me,  and  urged,  as  general  Eustis 
had,  that  I should  terminate  the  war  by  allowing 
the  Indians  to  retain  part  of  the  country;  they  be- 
lieving that  no  decided  advantage  could  be  gained 
over  them  unless  they  could  be  withdrawn  from  the 
swamps.  Understanding  from  those  gentlemen 
that  most,  if  not  all,  the  superior  officers  of  the  army 
entertained  similar  views,  I,  on  full  consideration, 
decided  to  send  a messenger  to  the  Indians,  and 
olfer  them  peace;  but  I determined  on  no  account 
to  grant  them  the  privilege  of  remaining  in  the 
country,  unless  the  measure  should  be  sanctioned 
by  the  government. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  a Seminole  ne- 
gro was  sent  out  to  endeavor  to  corne  up  with  the 
Indians,  and  invite  the  chiefs  to  a conference.  The 
column  was  put  in  motion  about  eight  o’clock,  and 
had  proceeded  several  miles,  when  the  trail  ap- 
peared to  terminate.  Parties  were  sent  forward  in 
various  directions;  the  trail  was  found,  and  when 
the  troops  were  about  to  advance,  general  Eustis 
reported  to  me  that  several  Indians  were  waiting 
with  a flag,  in  advance  of  a cypress  swamp  in 
front  of  the  army.  I met  them:  a young  chief, 
Hallec-Hajo,  conducted  the  conference  on  their 
art.  He  spoke  of  the  wretched  condition  of  the 
ndians,  and  of  their  ardent  desire  for  peace;  but 
declared  that  the  greater  part  of  them  wished  to 
remain  in  the  country;  that  they  would  thankfully 
receive  from  us  any  part  of  it,  however  small,  that 
we  might  think  proper  to  assign  for  their  residence. 
He  added  that,  if  required  to  leave  the  country, 
they  must  go.  I demanded  hostages,  or  the  sur- 
render of  their  arms.  He  would  not  consent  to 
either,  from  the  impossibility^  I afterwards  learn- 
ed, of  enforcing  obedience  to  such  a measure.  I 
required  that  Toskegee,  the  principal  chief  of  the 
party,  should  attend. 

He  met  me  next  day  with  Hallec-Hajo,  and  after 
some  discussion  it  was  arranged  that  the  Indians 
ffiould  assemble  within  ten  days,  in  a camp  near 
^rt  Jupiter,  with  their  families,  and  await  the  de- 
in\\of  the  president  whether  they  should  remain 
that  fonntry.  I promised  them  to  recommend 
resident?^  district  should  be  assigned  for  their 
they  agreGhe  south  part  of  the  peninsula,  and 
:f  the  Micknsukeys  should  not  come 


in,  to  furnish  guides  to  conduct  the  troops  to  their 
Fastnesses.  Though  the  arrangement  for  allowing 
the  Indians  to  remain  in  the  country  was  urged 
upon  me  by  general  Eustis,  col.  Twiggs,  and  other 
superior  officers,  I adopted  it  on  my  own  responsi- 
bility: I mention  the  fact  now,  not  to  remove  any 
part  of  the  blame  which  may  be  attached  to  the 
measure  from  myself  to  them,  but  to  show  that  their 
opinions  of  the  course  best  adapted  to  subserve  the 
interests  of  the  country  coincided  with  mine.  I 
believed  then,  and  I believe  now,  that  as  com- 
mander-in-chief ol  the  army  in  the  field,  I had  the 
right  to  adopt  those  measures,  either  of  diiect  hos- 
tility or  of  policy,  which  promised  to  be  most  suc- 
cessful in  the  end;  taking  care  not  to  place  the  ulti- 
mate decision  of  them  beyond  the  control  of  my 
official  superiors.  The  measure  w hich  I adopted 
has  resulted  in  the  peaceable  surrender  of  between 
eleven  and  twelve  hundred  Indians  and  negroes, 
three  hundred  and  nineteen  of  whom  are  warriors, 
or  men  capable  of  bearing  arms.  Had  any  other 
course  been  adopted,  it  is  questionable  w’hether 
twenty  warriors  could  have  been  killed  or  taken. 

Having  been  apprized,  by  prisoners  taken  in  the 
preceding  campaign,  of  an  arrangement  entered 
into  previous  to  the  war,  through  the  Seminole  ne- 
groes, between  the  Indians  and  the  slaves,  that  so 
soon  as  hostilities  should  commence  the  latter  were 
to  join  them  and  take  up  arms,  I informed  the  In- 
dians that  all  their  negroes  must  be  separated  from 
them,  and  sent  out  of  the  country.  On  the  27th  of 
February,  I sent  off  a party  of  Indians  and  negroes 
to  Tampa  Bay,  on  their  way  to  the  west. 

Before  I received  your  decision  on  my  proposi- 
tion in  favor  of  the  Indians,  the  second  chief  of  the 
nation,  Hola-too-chee,  had  joined  me  from  New 
Orleans.  Through  his  influence  I had  gained  the 
chiefs  who  had  come  in,  and  I apprehended  no  dif- 
ficulty as  to  emigrating  their  people.  Toskeegee 
assured  me  that  he  would  go  to  the  west,  even 
should  the  government  give  him  land  in  Florida; 
and  Hallec-Hajo  declared  that  he  was  ready  to 
obey  the  orders  of  the  president,  and  at  all  events 
he  would  nol  separate  from  his  negroes. 

Your  decision  in  relation  to  the  Indians  was  re- 
ceived on  the  17th  of  March.  On  the  19th,  I di- 
rected the  Seminole  chiefs  to  meet  me  in  council 
at  12  o’clock  on  the  20th.  Toskeegee  sent  me 
word  he  did  not  wish  to  attend;  that  he  and  his 
people  would  go  with  Holatoochee;  and  that  I must 
manage  Passac-Miceo  and  his  party.  None  of  the 
chiefs  attended  the  council,  and  I directed  colonel 
Twiggs  to  seize  the  whole  party.  Five  hun- 
dred arid  thirteen  Indians  were  secured  on  the  22d 
and  the  two  succeeding  days,  which,  with  a hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  negroes,  that  at  different  times 
were  taken  and  sent  to  Tampa  Bay,  made  an  ag- 
gregate, taken  at  Jupiter,  of  six  hundred  and  se- 
venty-eight.' Passac-Micco,  with  fourteen  others, 
escaped. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  I detached  IJalotoochee, 
Tustenuck-coehe-conee,  and  the  negro  chief  Abra- 
ham, to  general  Taylor.  They  were  sent  out  with 
messages  to  the  Seminoles  west  of  Okeechobee  and 
Pakai-okee,  and  prevailed  upon  Alligator,  with 
three  hundred  and  sixty  Indians  and  negroes,  of 
whom  a hundred  w'ere  warriors,  to  surrender  to 
colonel  Smith  and  general  Taylor. 

Major  Lauderdale  had  been  detached  with  a com- 
pany of  the  third  artillery,  and  two  hundred  Ten- 
nessee volunteers,  to  explore  the  country  south,  and 
to  establish  a post  at  New  river.  Previous  to  his 
arrival  there,  two  of  our  people  had  been  killed  by 
some  of  Toskegee’s  warriors.  We  were  then  in 
the  midst  of  a truce,  the  Indians  were  afterwards 
captured,  and  the  property  of  the  murdered  men 
found  upon  them. 

Hearing  from  Indians  who  had  come  in,  that  Ap- 
piacca  was  in  the  everglades  near  New  river,  I 
ordered  general  Eustis  to  proceed  to  that  point  with 
additional  force;  but,  in  consequence  of  depreda- 
tions committed  by  the  Indians  in  Middle  Florida, 
his  destination  was  changed,  and  he  was  sent  to 
the  north  frontier  of  the  territory;  and  lieut.  colonel 
Bankhead,  with  a strong  detachment  of  the  first 
and  fourth  artillery,  was  ordered  to  New  river. 

On  arriving  at  New  river,  lieut.  colonel  Bank- 
head,  by  means  of  messengers  furnished  at  Tos- 
kegee, communicated  with  the  Indians.  They 
promised  to  meet  him,  but  failed  to  do  so,  and  he 
prepared  to  attack  them.  He  was  joined  by  lieu- 
tenant Powell,  of  the  navy,  and  major  Lauderdale, 
with  their  commands,  and  having  captured,  by  a 
detachment  under  lieut.  Anderson,  Pahose-Micco, 
a sub-chief  of  Toskeegee,  with  his  band  of  forty- 
seven  persons,  he  proceeded  into  the  everglades  in 
pursuit  of  Appiacca.  The  nature  of  the  country 
was  such  that  the  soldiers  could  not  carry  even 
their  cartridge  boxes.  They  were  compelled  to 
deposite  them,  with  their  muskets,  in  light  boats, 
which  they  pushed  before  them  through  the  mud 


formany  miles  to  an  island,  where  they  found  the 
Indians.  Lieut,  colonel  Bankhead  attempted  to 
communicate  wfflh  them,  but  they  fired  on  his  flag. 
He  attacked  and  dispersed  them;  but  the  troops 
were  unable  to  find  or  follow  them. 

Lieut,  col.  Harney  relieved  lieut.  col.  Bankhead 
in  command.  He  pursued  the  Indians,  came  up 
with  Appiacca,  (Sam  Jones,)  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles  southwest  of  Key  Biscayne,  attacked  and  beat 
him;  and  he  was  making  arrangements  for  farther 
pursuit  when  he  was  recalled. 

I crossed  from  Fort  Jupiler  to  Tampa  Bay  in 
April  to  attack  the  Miccasukies  and  Tallahassees  in 
the  swamps  to  which  they  had  retired  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Withlacoochee,  and  was  drawing 
troops  to  that  quarter;  and  had  Indian  guides  em- 
ployed, who  were  acquainted  with  the  positions 
which  they  occupied,  when  I received  general  order 
No.  7,  directing  the  movement  of  the  troops  to  the 
Cherokee  country,  and  relieving  me  from  command. 
I W'as  compelled  reluctantly  to  abandon  the  enter- 
prise. 

The  chiefs,  Coe-Hajo,  Tuskegee,  Hallec-Hajo, 
Tustenuck-coche-conee,  and  many  others,  have 
declared  that  the  Cherokee  deputation  assured  them 
in  council,  that  the  Indians,  were  to  remain  in  the 
country,  and  that  I was  carrying  on  the  war  con- 
trary to  the  orders  of  the  president.  This  accords 
with  information  received  through  the  negro  chief 
Abraham,  in  December,  and  the  negro  Auguste,  in 
February. 

Fifty-four  Indians  and  negroes  surrendered  at 
Fort  Mellon  in  November;  sixty-five  had  been  ta- 
ken in  small  bands  at  different  times  during  the 
campaign;  several  Indians  had'been  reported  to  have 
been  killed  by  small  scouting  parties  in  Middle 
Florida,  and  the  western  part  of  East  Florida;  and 
messengers  whom  I had  sent  out  to  Ocklawahahad 
brought  into  Fort  King,  before  I left  the  country, 
twenty-four  Indians. 

The  number  of  Indians  and  negroes  altogether, 
who  surrendered  or  W'ere  taken  by  the  army,  from 
the  4th  of  September,  1837,  until  I left  Florida, 
amounted  to  nineteen  hundred  arid  seventy-eight, 
twenty-three  of  whom  escaped,  leaving  nineteen 
hundred  and  fifty-five  actually  secured;  and  I esti- 
mated the  killed  at  thirty-five,  though  I am  confi- 
dent, from  the  admission  of  the  chiefs,  that  with 
those  who  died  of  their  wounds,  the  number  of 
killed  was  much  greater.  Of  this  number  killed 
and  taken,  the  warriors,  or  those  capable  of  bearing 
arms,  exceeded  six  hundred. 

From  the  time  I commenced  operations,  in  De- 
cember. 1836,  to  the  4th  of  September,  1837,  the 
number  of  Indians  and  negroes  killed  and  taken  by 
the  different  detachments  of  the  army,  were  equal 
to  about  four  hundred,  over  a hundred  of  whom 
were  warriors,  or  men  capable  of  bearing  arras. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  during  the  whole  period 
of  my  command  in  Florida,  the  Indians  and  negroes 
taken,  with  those  who  voluntarily  surrendered, 
amounted  to  near  twenty-four  hundred,  over  seven 
hundred  of  whom  were  warriors. 

The  villages  of  the  Indians  have  all  been  destroy- 
ed; and  their  cattle,  horses,  and  other  stock,  with 
nearly  all  their  other  property,  taken  or  destroyed. 
The  swamps  and  hammocks  have  been  every  where 
penetrated,  and  the  whole  country  traversed  from 
the  Georgia  line  to  the  southern  extremity  of  Flori- 
da; and  the  small  bands  who  remain  dispersed  over 
that  extensive  region,  having  nothing  of  v alue  left 
but  their  rifles. 

These  results,  trifling  as  they  are  compared  with 
those  of  the  Creek  campaign,  and  with  public  ex- 
pectation, are  greatly  beyond  what  we  had  any 
right  to  hope, -when  we  consider  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  country  which  has  been  the  theatre  of 
operations,  and  our  utter  ignorance  of  the  greater 
part  of  it,  even  when  we  commenced  the  last  cam- 
paign. Nothing  but  the  untiring  devotion  of  both 
officers  and  soldiers  to *thei r duties,  and  the  energv 
and  efficiency  of  the  different  branches  of  the  staff, 
could  have  enabled  me  to  overcome  the  difficulties 
which  surrounded  me,  so  far  as  to  accomplish  what 
has  been  done. 

If  our  operations  have  fallen  short  of  public  ex- 
pectation, it  should  be  remembered  that  we  were 
attempting  that  w hich  no  other  armies  of  ourcoun- 
try  had  ever  before  been  required  to  do.  I and  my 
predecessors  in  command  were  not  only  required 
to  fight,  beat  and  drive  the  enemy  before  ns,  but  to 
go  into  an  unexplored  wilderness,  and  catch  them. 
Neither  Wayne,  Harrison,  nor  Jackson,  was  re- 
quired to  do  this;  and  unless  the  objects  to  be  ac- 
complished be  the  same,  there  can  be  no  just  com- 
parison as  to  the  results. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS.  S.  JESUP. 

To  thehon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  war,  Washington . 
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Criminal  court.  From  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
Tuesday  the  4th  inst.  Yesterday  morning  the  hon. 
Thomson  F.  Mason,  the  recently  appointed  judge  of 
this  new  court,  took  his  seat  upon  the  bench,  in  the  court 
room  in  the  City  Hall,  having  previously  taken  the  oath 
of  office  before  the  hon.  Wm.  Cranch,  chief  judge  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  After  the 
court  had  appointed  H.  B.  Robertson  crier  of  the  court, 
the  following  gentlemen  were  called  to  serve  upon  the 
grand  jury. 

Peter  Force,  foreman,  John  Cos,  Charles  R.  Belt, 
Wm.  D.  C.  Murdock,  Lewis  Carbery,  Thomas  W. 
Pairo,  Beni.  K.  Morsell,  John  F.  Cox,  John  Myers, 
Robert  White,  Wm.  Gun  ton,  Francis  Dodge,  John 
W.  Maury,  Adam  Lindsay,  John  Mason,  Griffith 
Coombe,  Lewis  Johnson,  Wm.  I Stone,  Wm.  Prout, 
Walter  Smoot,  John  Kurtz,  Geo.  B.  Magruder,  Ra- 
phael Semmes. 

The  court  delivered  a brief  and  lucid  charge  to  the 
grand  jury,  ttie  publication  of  which,  we  understand, 
has  been  requested  by  that  body. 

The  petit  jury  was  then  sworn  in,  but  no  trial  took 
place.  The  court  was  soon  afterwards  adjourned  until 
this  morning,  ten  o’clock. 

The  court  room  has  been  newly  painted  and  hand- 
somely fitted  up,  and  presents  a very  light  and  neat  ap- 
pearance. 

Steamboat  inspectors ■ We  understand  that  judge 
Betts,  of  the  U.  States  district  court,  on  Thursday  ap- 
pointed Elihu  S.  Bunker  and  John  Clark,  under  the 
act  of  congress  of  the  last  session,  inspectors  of  steam- 
boats, &c.,  plying  to  and  from  this  port,  and  licensed, 
here. 

Captain  Bunker  has  been  long  known  to  the  public 
for  superior  judgment  and  prudence  in  the  construction 
and  management  of  steamboats. 

It  is  understood  that  Mr.  Clark  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  late  Mr.  Fulton,  and  possessed  his  confidence  as 
a skilful  and  prudent  engineer;  that  he  has  since  had 
great  experience  in  his  profession  as  engineer,  and  has 
also  been  extensively  engaged  in  superintending  the 
building  of  hulls  of  steamboats,  and  in  directing  the 
construction,  and  putting  up  their  machinery,  ana  has 
attained  a high  character  for  skill,  sound  judgment  and 
prudence. 

We  believe  these  gentlemen  will  discharge  the  diffi- 
cult and  important  duties  of  inspecting  boats  and  their 
boilers,  &c.,  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  the  public. 

[iV.  Y.  Com.  Ado. 

A relic.  The  workmen  engaged  in  the  demolishment 
of  the  Old  Bridewell,  in  the  Park,  New  York,  on  Mon- 
day last,  discovered  the  corner  stone  of  the  antique 
building.  It  is  a plain  slab  of  red  sandstone,  about  two 
feet  by  three,  in  superficial  dimensions;  on  the  under 
surface  of  which  is  neatly  inscribed, 

WHITEHEAD  HICKS,  ESQ.  MAYOR, 

1775. 

No  documents,  coins,  or  other  articles,  were  found 
beneath  the  stone.  It  was  removed  to  the  street  in- 
spector’s office,  City  Hall,  where  it  may  be  seen  by  the 
curious  in  such  matters,  at  their  leisure. 

We  learn  from  the  Savannah  Georgian  that  there 
are  twenty-two  steamboats  belonging  to  that  port,  hav- 
ing an  aggregate  tonnage  of  3,704  tons.  _ This  enume- 
tioa  does  nut  include  the  steamboats  which  ply  to  and 
from  Savannah,  and  which  hail  from  Charleston,  Da- 
rien and  other  places. 

Aboliiion  in  the  Wed  Indies.  The  New  York  Star 
publishes  a letter,  said  to  be  from  a highly  respectable 
source  in  Jamaica,  which  goes  to  confirm  the  accounts 
already  received,  that  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes 
will  be  productive  of  a great  deal  of  trouble.  The 
prices  now  demanded  by  the  negroes  are  higher  than 
the  planters  can  pay  and  cultivate  their  plantations,  and 
the  negroes  are  put  up  to  this  by  the  Baptist  parsons, 
who  also  have  influence  over  the  governor.  Dismal 
forebodings  are  entertained. 

On  the  18th  of  August,  the  statpfflebt  ol  Pennsylva- 
nia, as  officially  ascertained,  was  §24,230,003  32,  very 
nearly  the  whole  of  which  has  been  expended  by  the 
state  in  the  construction  of  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment— turnpike  roads,  canals  and  railroads;  and  when 
the  works  which  the  state  is  now  prosecuting  are  fin- 
ished, her  debt  will  rise  to  full  §30,000,000. 

The  treasurer  of  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  the  suffer- 
ers by  the  late  fire  at  Hudson,  N.  York,  acknowledges 
tlie  receipt  of  twelve  wagon  loads,  embracing  sundry 
articles  of  provisions,  beds,  clothing,  forty-six  sheep  in 
the  hoof,  etc.,. from  the  United  society  (of  Shakers)  re- 
siding at  New  Lebanon,  Hancock,  etc. 

Two  casts  of  the  colossal  marbles  of  Day  and  Night, 
the  original  by  Michael  Angelo,  and  now  in  the  church 
of  Si.  Nicholas,  at  .Florence,  have  been  received  at 
Boston  from  Leghorn,  They  were  sent  as  a present  to 
col.  Perkins  by  Greenough  the  sculptor. 

The  whig  convention  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  nomi- 
nation of  candidates  for  congress,  to  be  supported  at 
the  next  general  election,  assembled  at  Trenton  on 
Wednesday  last.  About  one  thousand  delegates  were 
in  attendance.  The  convention  unanimously  resolved 
to  recommend  the  re-election  of  the  present  members  of 
the  house  of  representatives  from  that  state. 

The  Pensacola  Gazette  of  the  25th  ult.  contains  the 
call  of  a meeting.of  the  officers  of  the  navy  on  that  sta- 
tion, to  deliberate  on  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  refer- 
ence to  the  imputations  lately  made  in  the  Globe  in  re- 
lation to  the  navy.  See  page  23. 


Fire  in  New  Jersey.  From  the  United  States  Gazette. 
A fine  has  been  raging  for  several  days  in  Burlington 
county,  New  Jersey,  which  threatens  more  extensive 
ravages  than  has  ever  been  known  from  any  confla- 
gration in  that  sta'e.  A few  days  since,  it  had  made 
near  approach  to  Hanover  furnace,  but  a timely  turn 
out  and  a steady  and  strong  application  of  “fire  to  fire” 
turned  away  the  enemy.  The  conflagration,  however, 
continues  with  unabated  force,  and  is  sweeping  away 
forests  and  swamps  with  frightful  rapidity.  Its  ravages 
in  the  cedar  swamps  are  more  deploredkby  the  property 
holders  than  are  those  on  the  uplands.  The  ground  is 
so  perfectly  dry,  that  whole  acres  of  cedar  trees  are 
burned,  stock  and  branch,  and  all  the  under  brush  is 
licked  up  like  shavings. 

The  cause  of  this  fire  is  traced  to  the  carelessness  of 
two  old  women,  who  went  into  a meadow  and  let  fall 
some  fire  from  their  tobacco  pipes. 

The  cloudy  pillars  ol  smoke  are  plainly  seen  by  day 
from  our  city,  and  unless  rain  should  come,  the  most 
serious  apprehension  of  the  loss  of  property,  and  per- 
haps of  human  life,  may  be  entertained. 

The  Gazette  of  Friday  says:  We  have  already  allud- 
ed to  the  destruction  of  the  valuable  trees  in  the  cedar 
swamps,  aud  we  regret  to  learn  that  so  deep  has  the 
fire  wrought  in  the  moss  and  roots  which  cover  and  min- 
gle in  the  soil,  that  there  is  great  reason  to  fear  that 
these  trees  will  not  again  exhibit  themselves  in  their 
wonted  location,  and  thus  the  marshy  and  watery  pla- 
ces that  have  been  the  most  valuable  land  in  Jersey  on 
account  of  the  cedars,  will  become  a useless  waste. 

We  copy  the  following  from  the  Mount  Holly  Herald: 

Great  fire  in  Ike  pines.  From  day  to  day  we  see  large 
columns  of  smoke,  ascend  from  the  fires  in  the  pines. 
At  night  the  glare  of  the  conflagration  adds  beauty  and 
awe  to  the  spectacle. 

This  is  an  era  of  deep  distress  to  our  citizens — the  pro- 
prietors of  woodland,  and  the  farmers  are  made  to  feel 
an  affliction  almost  equal  to  the  Egyptian  scourges. 
All  signs  having  failed  to  produce  rain,  the  streams  and 
vegetation  almost  exhausted,  to  complete  the  distress, 
fire  after  fire  has  prevailed  in  the  pine  and  cedar  lands, 
devouring  timber  worth  thousands  upon  thousands. 
We  regret  to  state  that  one  of  the  most  destructive, 
originated  from  culpable  temerity — the  burning  or  a 
brush  heap  has  caused  a loss  of  50  thousand  dollars  on 
timber,  the  fire  still  raging.  The  one  nearest  us,  began 
near  Retreat  factory — has  gone  in  the  vicinity  of  Aaron 
B.  Moore’s,  burning  for  him  and  others  to  a large 
amount.  More  fires  are  perceptible,  but  we  cannot 
state  their  precise  locality.  Hundreds  of  people  are 
employed  day  and  night  fighting  the  destroyer. 

The  following  paragraph  respecting  this  serious  ca- 
lamity is  from  the  New  York  Star  of  Thursday: 

Dreadful  f re  in  New  Jersey.  The  fire  in  the  New 
Jersey  woods,  we  just  learn  from  a gentleman  who  left 
Bordentown  yesterday,  has  increased  to  a most  alarm- 
ing and  frightful  extent.  Millions  of  property  have  al- 
ready been  consumed.  A space  of  20  miles  in  length 
by  14  in  breadth,  through  Burlington  and  Monmouth 
counties,  and  consisting  chiefly  of  pine  woods  and  cedar 
swamps,  is  now  in  a state  of  conflagration.  The  clouds 
of  smoke  are  seen  twenty  miles  off,  and  at  night  the 
air  is  filled  with  a lurid  blaze  which  dims  the  moon. 
The  grass  and  woods  are  so  parched  from  the  drought 
that  the  flames  spread  with  lightning-like  rapidity,  pre- 
senting at  night  a scene  of  unparalled  sublimity.  A 
great  many  houses  and  thousands  of  cords  of  wood 
are  destroyed;  and  it  is  feared  a number  of  persons, 
hemmed  in  by  the  flames,  have  perished. 

Inland  water  spout.  The  following  description  of  a 
water  spout,  seen  at  Canandaigua  lake,  about  ten  days 
since,  was  written  by  one  of  the  spectators  for  the  Buf- 
falo Commercial  Advertiser: 

At  the  time,  a sudden  squall  from  the  north  west 
swept  across  the  surface  of  the  lake,  which  till  then  had 
been  calm  and  unruffled.  While  watching  the  altered 
appearance  of  the  lake,  one  portion  of  its  surface, 
nearly  opposite,  was  tossed  by  the  action  of  the  wind 
into  a white  spray,  which  kept  moving  in  a south  east- 
erly direction.  As  it  approached  the  eastern  shore,  a 
thin  white  column  of  vapor  rose  into  the  air,  waving 
to  and  fro,  like  a huge  serpent  in  a perpendicular  posi- 
tion. Directly  above  this  column,  though  apparently 
unconnected  with  it,  was  a much  larger  column  of 
spray,  performing  rapid  evolutions  in  the  air — increas- 
ing in  dimensions  as  it  rose  into  the  clouds,  to  the  height 
of  between  two  hundred  and  three  hundred  feet,  and 
thus  assuming  very  much  the  appearance  presented  by 
the  volume  of  smoke  which  issues  from  the  funnel  of 
a steamboat.  Tills  appearance  was  maintained  with- 
out much  change,  for  the  space  perhaps  of  ten  or  twelve 
minutes,  during  which  the  white  spray  on  the  surface 
of  the  lake  (forming  the  base  from  which  the  column 
of  vapor  arose)  gradually  contracted  in  circumference, 
and  at  last  disappeared  altogether  v A few  seconds  af- 
ter, the  two  pillars  also  disappeared,  gradually  merging, 
as  it  appeared,  into  the  heavy  clouds  which  obscured 
the  sky. 

Mexico.  The  chamber  of  commerce  of  New  York 
have  appointed  a committee  to  address  the  president  of 
the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  the  existing  blockade 
of  the  ports  of  Mexico  by  France,  to  inquire  into  the 
course  which  the  government  had  taken  and  intended 
to  take  in  relation  to  that  measure,  and  to  represent  the 
large  commercial  interest  which  it  affected. 

Gen.  R.  Lucas,  recently  appointed  governor  of  the 
new  territory  of  Iowa,  arrived  at  Burlington,  the  capi- 
tol,  on  the  16th  ult.  The  citizens  invited  him  to  a pub- 
lic dinner. 
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A centenary.  Died,  in  Bloomsbury,\renton,  New 
Jersey,  on  Saturday  morning,  August  15*.  James  B. 
Stafford,  esq.  formerly  merchant  of  the  c%  0f  New 
Y ork,  but  for  nearly  forty  years  a resident  of  Alltqtown, 
Monmouth  county,  N.  j.  at  the  advanced  age  0C102. 
He  was  born  on  the  2d  of  February  1735  (old  style.)  He 
was  in  the  United  States  navy  during  the  whole  of 
the  revolutionary  war;  the  latter  part  of  the  war  he 
served  as  a midshipman  on  board  of  the  Alliance  fri- 
gate, and  was  supposed  to  be  the  only  survivor  of  the 
crew  of  that  frigate. 

He  was  also  in  the  French  war  previous  to  the  revo- 
lution. At  the  close  of  the  revolution  lie  was  appointed 
to  office  in  the  state  of  New  York;  and  after  his  remov- 
al to  Monmouth  county,  he  held  offices  for  many  years 
both  under  the  general  and  state  governments.  He 
was  an  active  and  most  zealous  supporter  of  the  admin- 
istration of  Thomas  Jefferson.  He  left  Allentown  in 
the  year  1825,  and  resided  with  his  daughter  in  Blooms- 
bury until  his  death. 

In  May  last  as  he  was  walking  over  the  bridge  erect- 
ed in  Bloomsbury  street,  his  foot  slipped  at  the  edge  of 
the  bridge  and  he  fell  down  the  embankment,  a distance 
of  eight  or  ten  feet,  broke  some  of  bis  ribs  and.  was. 
greatly  bruised  inwardly;  he  lost  a large  quantity  of 
blood,  and  languished  from  that  time  until  his  death. 

Famine  in  India.  In  April  last  tens  of  thousands  of 
the  impoverished  inhabitants  in  the  upper  provinces  of 
Bengal  were  reduced  to  utter  starvation,  of  which  there 
were  149,000  at  Agra  alone  fed  on  public  bounty.  The 
river  Jumna  and  Ganges,  as  vve  nave  already  heard, 
were  choked  up  with  dead  bodies,  and  the  air  poisoned 
with  the  effluvia.  At  Cawnpore,  Muttra,  Gualier  and 
Delhi,  the  same  scenes  are  exhibited.  Many  of  the 
poor  wretches  coming  from  famished  provinces  to  places 
where  food  was  to  be  found,  died  on  the  road.  The 
Calcutta  accounts  to  April  10th,  say  that  the  poor  chil- 
dren were  seen  crawling  around  the  doors  of  the  grana- 
ries picking  up  grains  of  rice.  That  the  roads  were 
lined  with  dead  bodies,  a prey  to  the  vulture  and  jackall. 
The  smaller  streams  actually  obstructed  by  the  masses 
of  dead  bodies  thrown  there  by  those  who  were  em- 
ployed to  clear  the  high  ways.  The  worst  of  it  is, 
two  months  must  elapse  before  the  rainy  season  com- 
mences. 

The  steamboat  Natchez.  The  New  York  American 
thus  announces  the  arrival  at  that  port  from  New  Or- 
leans of  the  splendid  steamboat  Natchez,  recently  built 
in  Baltimore: 

The  steamer  Natchez  arrived  this  morning,  in  9 days 
from  New  Orleans.  Where  are  the  cannons  and  con- 
gratulations to  welcome  her  return?  Where  is  our  na- 
tional pride?  Hero  is  a steamboat  built  at  Baltimore, 
quietly  making  a voyage  to  New  Orleans  in  15  days — 
including  a detention  at  Key  West  until  fuel  could  be 
procured  from  Havana — and  returning  in  nine  days 
from  New  Orleans,  about  the  time  required  by  the  ex- 
press mail.  And  yet  we  have  no  regatta  of  welcoming 
boats — no  “bay  alive  with  craft  of  all  kinds’’- — -and,  wc 
fear,  no  presentation  of  the  freedom  of  the  city  to  her 
commander,  and  compliments  from  the  mayor  and  cor- 
poration. Verily,  the  British  Union  Jack  has  a charm 
about  it,  which  leads  captive  all  hearts  and  voices. — 
The  Natchez  experienced  a heavy  blowfrc  » the  north 
east  when  off  Cape  Hatteras,  and,  from  all  accounts, 
behaved  most  gallantly. 

Missouri.  The  legislature  of  Missouri,  at  their  late 
session,  made  an  appropriation  for  commencing  the 
erection  of  a new  state  house,  at  the  city  of  Jefferson. 
The  sum  appropriated  is  75,000.  The  work  is  already 
begun,  on  a scale  of  magnificence  which  will  probably 
require  this  sum  to  be  more  than  once  doubled.  The 
building  is  to  be  181  feet  in  length  and  81  in  breadth, 
with  a portico  of  15  feet  in  front,  and  a rear  projection, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  library,  of  30  icet,  mak- 
ing the  whole  width  126  feet.  The  height  to  the  cor- 
nice is  to  be  53  feet,  and  to  the  top  of  the  dome  108  feet. 
The  portico  is  to  be  supported  by  six  Ionic  columns  of 
6 1-2  feet  diameter  and  40  feet  elevation.  The  senate 
chamber  is  to  be  80  feet  in  length  and  GO  feet  in  breadth 
— the  representaiives’  chamber  a little  larger.  The  li- 
brary will  be  60  feet  by  30.  The  lower  story  will  con- 
tain 34  apartments,  for  public  offices  and  other  pur- 
poses. 

A rotunda,  45  feet  in  diameter,  will  ascend  from  the 
lower  floor  to  the  dome.  The  material  used  for  the 
building  is  a grayish  white  limestone.  The  base  is  to 
be  of  hammered  stone,  and  the  rest  polished.  The 
work  is  now  in  rapid  progress,  80  or  90  hands  being 
employed  on  the  stone  work. 

Commodore  John  Gwynn  has  asked  to  be  relieved 
from  the  command  of  the  ship  Vandalia,  on  the  West 
India  station;  his  request  has  been  complied  with,  and 
commander  J.  D.  Williamson  ordered  to  succeed  him. 

The  naval  constructors  from  the  several  yards  have 
been  for  ten  weeks  past  sitting  in  this  city  as  a board, 
on  business  connected  with  the  construction  of  our 
vessels  of  war.  Having  completed  their  labors,  they 
have  adjourned,  and  returned  to  their  respective  sta- 
tions. [ Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

Interesting  relics.  Some  workmen  on  Bunker  hiP 
(Boston)  have  dug  up  parts  of  two  skeletons.  One  1 
the  skulls  were  almost  entire,  and  contained  a br'2” 
exhibiting  the  hole  which  it  made  in  its  death  pr„a^e' 

A continental  button  was  also  found  near  d ne 
place. 

On  Sunday  night  last,  a heavy  whitejfgeT?CCUllei^ 
in  several  parts  of  Bergen  county,  Ner 
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Major  general  Gaines  left  this  city  on  Saturday 
evening  last,  with  all  the  troops  stationed  at  Jefferson 
barracks,  for  Fort  Leavenworth.  From  thence,  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  general  to  proceed  to  the  Illinois 
river,  in  the  Indian  territory,  to  attend  the  council  to 
be  holden  in  the  Cherokee  council  house.  He  will  be 
accompanied  by  the  dragoons  now  stationed  at  Fort 
Leavenworth.  There  is  no  doubt  but  the  presence  of 
this  armed  force,  at  the  assembling  of  the  council, 
will  have  a most  salutary  effect  upon  the  tribes  who 
may  be  present.  The  object  of  the  Cherokees  in  col- 
lecting all  the  tribes  in  council  is  very  generally  believ- 
ed, by  those  familiar  with  the  Indians,  to  be’  for  the 
purpose  of  war;  and  is  very  similar  to  the  course  pur- 
sued by  Tecumseh  and  Ins  brother  prior  to  the  last 
war.  Those  familiar  with  the  Indian  character  say, 
that  the  kind  of  wampum  sent  with  the  messenger  to 
each  tribe,  is  indicative  of  their  intentions.  The 
promptness  of  the  movement  on  the  part  of  general 
Gaines  will,  however,  we  believe,  repress  any  present 
attempt  at  hostilities. 

Indian  movements.  The  Opelousas  (Lou.)  Gazette 
ol  the  first  instant  has  the  following  in  relation  to  anti- 
cipated Indian  movements  near  the  Sabine.  “We 
learn  from  a gentleman  direct  from  Fort  Jesup,  that 
much  excitement  prevailed  in  that  quarter,  on  account 
of  intelligence  that  Indians  to  a large  number,  well 
mounted,  had  left  the  territory  assigned  them  by  our 
government,  and  advanced  to  within  fifteen  miles  of 
Nacogdoches.  The  Texans  under  non.  Rusk  were 
preparing  tocncounter  them.  Gen.  Houston  despatch- 
ed a messenger,  who  arrived  at  Fort  Jesup  the  day  our 
informant  left,  with  a request  of  the  loan  of  some  field 
pieces.  Gol.  Many  declined  loaning  any  national  pro- 
perty, hut  despatched  lieut.  Henry  with  a guard,  to  as- 
certain the  condition  of  things,  and  i.t  was  expected 
that  the  3d  regiment  would  enter  Texas  on  receiving 
his  report. 

“We  are  told  that  intelligence  had  also  reached  Fort 
Jesup,  that  the  Caddos  had  left  the  U.  S.  territory  with- 
out any  avowed  design.”  The  editor  adds,  that  if  the 
facts  are  as  above  stated,  (and  one  Natchitoches  paper 
of  an  earlier  date  would  seem  to  confirm  them,)  we 
may  expect  another  Indian  war,  more  formidable  than 
any  since  the  time  of  Tecumseh. 

French  blockade  of  Mexico.  The  Pensacola  Ga- 
zette of  the  1st  instant  contains  the  following  intelli- 
gence relative  to  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Mexico. 
A French  brig  of  war  which  arrived  off  Vera  Cruz, 
direct  from  France,  after  a trip  of  forty-two  days,  in- 
formed the  commandant  Bazoche,  that  an  additional 
force  of  fifteen  vessels  and  10.000  men  would  be  sent 
by  the  French  government  to  aid  in  the  contemplated 
attack  on  Vera  Cruz.  The  brig  of  war  Lapcrouse  still 
blockaded  the  port  of  Tampico. 

The  sloop  of  war  Nimrod  had  sailed  from  Tampico, 
for  Havana  and  Jamaica,  with  about  $1,000,000  in  spe- 
cie and  a large  quantity  of  cochineal  and  vanilla  for 
the  former  port.  The  packet  brig  Linet  had  also  left 
Tampico  with  about  $1,000,000  destined  for  England. 

A correspondence  was  opened  by  capt.  Babbit  with 
the  commander  of  the  French  brig  Laperouse,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  having  been  reported  that  the  French 
blockading  squadron  would  in  future  capture  all  ves- 
sels bound  to  Mexican  ports,  without  first  warning 
them  off.  The  following  is  a translation  of  the  reply  of 
the  French  commander. 

“ Off  Tumpico,  August  1,  1838. 

To  the  commander: 

“I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  have  done  me 
the  honor  to  address  to  me  announcing  that  the  Ameri- 
can brig  Virgil  has  been  seized  (arette)  at  the  anchor- 
age in  front  of  the  port  of  Soto  La  Marina,  by  a French 
brig  of  war,  and  you  ask  from  me,  in  order  to  advise 
the  merchants,  whether  after  the  notification  of  the 
blockade  of  the  coast  of  Mexico  made  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  S'ates  (au  gouvernment  Americain) 
any  orders  froni  the  commanders  of  the  French  station 
have  changed  our  course  towards  merchantmen. 

“I  have  been  without  orders  from  commodore  Ba- 
zoche for  some  time,  but  I think  I can  assure  you  that 
no  change  has  taken  place  in  the  rules  of  the  blockade 
tnat  we  pursue,  and  which  are  those  recognized  by  all 
nations,  the  only  difference  as  regards  our  procedure 
is  this:  That  at  the  commencement  of  the  blockade,  we 
endorsed  upon  the  Rol  d’Equipage  of  all  the  vessels 
met  by  us,  and  bound  to  the  coast  of  Mexico,  the  notifi- 
cation iliac  since  our  difference  with  Mexico,  all  her 
ports  were  blockaded  until  further  orders,  and  that 
now  as  the  notice  has  been  given  to  the  foreign  govern- 
niunt,  who  has  officially  advised  her  trade  of  the  same, 
we  have  no  longer  any  advice  to  give  upon  falling  in 
J'i  j suf:“  vesseTs  as,  in  spite  of  the  blockade,  seek  to 
land  effects  for  the  nation  with  which  wc  are  in  dis- 
pute. 

It  is  accordi  ng  to  these  well  organized  rules  that  it  is 
probable  that  the  American  brig  Virgil  has  been  cap- 
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lured  (arettc)  and  I suppose  that  she  has  been  taken  to 
Sacrifieios  to  the  commander  of  the  station. 

Accept  sir,  the  assurance  of  high  consideration  with 
which  I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  most  humble  and  ob’t  servant. 

(Signed)  A . Tournee, 

Capt.  of  the  Lapcrouse  ’' 

Death  of  gen.  Clark.  From  the  St.  Louis  Repub- 
lican of  the  3d  hist.  It  becomes  our  truly  painiul  duty 
to  announce  the  decease  of  one  of  the  ijiiost  highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  governor 
William  Clark. 

The  governor,  for  some  time  past,  has  been  com- 
plaining, and  gave  evidence  of  a rapid  increase  of  his 
afflictions,  and  the  ravages  of  old  age.  Lately  his  ill- 
ness greatly  increased,  and  on  Saturday  night  he  Dreath- 
ed  his  last,  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  Merriwether 
Lewis  Clark,  esq.  of  this  city.  Though  the  event — 
from  the  age  and  feeble  health  of  the  deceased — was 
not  unlooked  for,  it  will  not  be  the  less  regretted.  To 
see  the  great — the  good — those  whom  all  arc  constrain- 
ed to  love  as  the  benefactors  of  their  country,  and  re- 
spect as  their  country’s  ornaments — whose  names  and 
whose  histories  are  identified  with  all  we  know  of  the 
early  history  of  our  land — to  such  men  falling  around 
us  will  wring  a sigh  from  every  breast  and  a tear  from 
every  eye. 

The  name  of  governor  Clark  must  ever  occupy  a 
prominent  place  on  the  pages  of  the  history  of  this  coun- 
try. He  arrived  in  St.  Louis  in  the  year  1803,  and  in 
company  with  his  intrepid  companion,  Merriwether 
Lewis,  esq.  and  a small  band  of  selected  men,  perform- 
ed the  first  journey  across  the  Rocky  mountains  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  'file  history  of  the  pio- 
neer trip  of  Lewis  and  Clark  is  familiar  to  every  reader. 
After  his  return,  he  was  appointed  governor  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Missouri,  and  subsequently,  superintendent  of 
Indian  affairs  for  the  western  division — which  office  he 
continued  to  hold  until  the  day  of  his  death.  In  the 
office  of  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  and  in  his  in- 
tercourse with  the  Indians  of  the  west,  his  services  to 
the  United  States  have  been  pre-eminently  valuable. 
He  well  understood  the  Indian  character,  and  his  whole 
intercourse  with  them  was  such  as  won  their  highest 
esteem  and  their  most  unbounded  confidence.  His 
name  is  known  by  the  most  remote  tribes,  and  his  word 
was  reverenced  by  them  every  where.  They  regarded 
him  as  a father,  and  his  signature — which  is  known  by 
every  Indian,  even  in  the  most  distant  wilds  of  the  far 
west — wherever  shown,  was  respected. 

He  was  sixty-eight  years  of  age  when  he  died,  and 
was  probably  the  oldest  American  settler  residing  in  St. 
Louis.  Through  a long,  eventful  and  useful  life,  he  has 
filled  the  various  stations  of  a citizen  and  an  officer  wrnh 
such  strict  integrity,  and  in  so  affable  and  mild  a man- 
ner, that,  at  ffe  day  of  his  death,  malice  nor  detraction 
had  not  a blot  to  fix  upon  the  fair  scroll  which  the  his- 
tory of  his  well-spent  life  leaves  as  a rich  and  inestima- 
ble legacy  to  his  children,  and  the  numerous  friends 
who  now  mourn  his  death. 

Timely  caution.  We  take  the  annexed  paragraph 
from  the  National  Gazette,  concurring  heartily  in  the 
course  it  recommends. 

The  miserably  exposed  condition  of  our  coast  to  the 
attacks  of  foreign  armed  steam  vessels  has  been  al- 
ready remarked  upon  by  us.  To  what  an  extent  the 
seaboard  may  be  ravaged  by  them,  can  be  judged  from 
a glance  at  the  present  strength  of  Great  Britain  in 
that  way.  That  power  has  the  following  armed  steam 
vessels:  of  the  first  class,  the  Cyclops  and  the  Gorgon; 
of  the  second  class,  the  Dee,  Medea,  Rhadamanthus, 
Fhcenix,  Salamander,  and  Messenger;  of  the  third 
class,  Hermes,  Firebrand,  Firefly,  Magara,  Spitfire, 
Volcano,  and  Flamer;  of  the  fourth  class,  Blazer,  Tar- 
tarus, Columbia,  and  Pluto;  of  the  fifth  class,  Light- 
ning, Meteor,  Confiance,  Echo,  Alban,  Carron,  Afri- 
can, and  Comet.  Total,  twenty-seven.  Now  it  will 
be  remembered  that  these  were  built  or  in  active  opera- 
tion before  the  experiment  of  navigating  across  the 
Atlantic  by  steam  was  determined.  That  trial  being 
now  satisfactorily  consummated,  the  immediate  policy 
of  the  British  government  will  be  to  multiply  her  arm- 
ed steam  vessels  so  as  to  render  her  force  in  that  capa- 
ciiy  consentaneous  to  the  new' order  of  things;  and  the 
attitude  of  Canadian  affairs  will  doubtless  expedite  her 
determined  action  on  the  subject.  France,  too,  will 
have  her  (loafing  armaments  multiplied:  she  has  alrea- 
dy a bold  nucleus  to  work  upon.  As  a wise  and  pru- 
dent people  we  should  accommodate  ourselves  to  this 
new  national  position.  We  should  not  be  behind  the 
age  in  this  improvement,  much  less  should  we  be  blind 
fo  our  safety.  An  enlightened  congress  owes  it  to  the 
nation  to  take  the  earliest  steps  for  the  protection  of 
our  coast.  If  the  framework  of  a dozen  steam  vessels 
were  laid  at  once,  so  much  the  better.  We  should  not 
count  for  the  continuance  of  peace  on  the  forbearance 
of  foreign  nations,  but  on  ourselves  being  prepared  for 
•..ar.  We  are  now  in  a deplorable  state  should  that 


calamity  occur: — an  exposed  coast;  commerce  most 
lamely  protected  by  a meagre  naval  force;  and  seven- 
ty thousand  savages  ready  to  unbury  the  hatchet  and 
pounce  down  on  undefended  settlements  and  imper- 
fectly organized  forts. 

The  New  York  State  Whig  convention,  sitting  at 
Utica,  have  nominated  William  H.  Seaward  for  go- 
vernor. The  lieutenant  governor  not  yet  nominated. 

The  Van  Buren  convention  sitting  at  Herkiner,  have 
nominated  Messrs.  Marcy  and  Tracy  for  those  offi- 
ces. 

Hon.  George  PI.  Dunn,  representative  in  congress 
from  the  state  of  Indiana,  was  overturned  in  a stage- 
coach whilst  travelling  in  Ohio  lately,  and  had  both  nis 
ankles  dislocated  by  the  accident.  He  sustained,  how- 
ever, no  other  injury,  and  it  was  hoped  he  would  soon 
recover  the  use  of  his  limbs. 

The  late  secretary  of  the  navy  and  the  pre- 
sident. From  the  Democratic  Banner. 

Suckasunny,  N.  J.,  Aug.  27,  1838. 
Editor  of  the  Democratic  Banner: 

Sir — In  the  Jerseyman  of  the  15th  inst.,  an  attempt 
is  made  to  hold  the  president  responsible  for  the  offen- 
sive manner  in  which  the  editor  of  the  Globe  has  no- 
ticed my  retiring  from  office — and  he  is  represented  as 
treating  me  on  that  occasion  with  a great  want  of  per- 
sonal kindness  and  respect — and  an  appeal  is  made  to 
the  sympathy  of  my  native  county.  To  show  the 
people  of  my  native  county  how  little  I need  the  sym- 
pathy called  for,  I send  you  a copy  of  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  president  and  myself,  which,  under 
other  circumstances,  I should  not  make  public. 

Washington , June  30,  1838. 
My  dear  sir — Your  resignation  of  the  office  of  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  made  in  pursuance  of  a notice  given 
to  me  several  months'  since,  is  accepted,  to  take  effect 
after  this  day. 

I cannot  close  the  official  connexion  which  has  ex- 
isted between  us,  without  making  you  my  sincere  ac- 
knowledgments for  your  arduous,  useful  and  patriotic 
efforts  in  the  public  service.  Accept  my  earnest 
prayers  for  your  continued  health  and  happiness,  and 
believe  me,  dear  sir,  to  be,  very  truly,  vour  friend. 

(Signed)  M.  Van  Buren. 

The hon.  M.  Dickerson. 

Washington,  30 th  June,  1838. 
Mu  dear  sir — Accept  my  warmest  acknowledgments 
for  the  expression  of  your  very  kind  feelings  on  receiv- 
ing my  resignation  of  office,  this  day.  It  is  truly  gra- 
tifying to  me,  that  my  endeavors  to  perform  the  truly 
arduous  duties  of  my  station  have  been  duly  appreci- 
ated by  you,  whose  approbation  it  has  been  my  study 
to  deserve,  and  to  whom  I have  been  long  and  sincerely 
attached. 

That  there  may  be  an  uninterrupted  continuance  of 
your  good  fortunes,  is  the  ardent  wish  of 

Your  friend  and  devoted  humble  serv’t, 

Mahlon  Dickerson. 

Marlin  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  United,  States. 

Dreadful  casualty.  Kingston,  Luzerne  county,  Pa. 
Sept.  13.  We  have  learned  the  particulars  of  a most 
terrible  accident  which  occurred  yesterday  afternoon 
on  the  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna  rail  road,  on  the  sec- 
tion of  Messrs.  Shoemaker  & Co.  A man  engaged  in 
blasting  was  in  the  act  of  tamping  the  blast,  when  the 
spindle,  as  is  supposed,  struck  some  part  of  the  rock 
and  produced  combustion  and  explosion.  The  pit  in 
which  the  explosion  took  place,  was  filled  at  the  time 
with  workmen,  and  the  effects  were  indeed  horrible. 
One  man  was  instantaneously  killed,  the  concussion 
having  entirely  thrown  open  his  chest,  and  displaced 
the  lungs  from  their  position;  another  had  his  leg  so 
fractured  above  the  knee,  the  bone  being  broken  and 
the  flesh  torn  and  mangled,  that  before  medical  assis- 
tance could  be  procured  he  bled  to  death. 

Seven  others  were  more  or  less  injured,  but  none  it  is 
thought  fatally;  one  of  them  had  his  shoulder  disjointed. 
The  two  who  were  killed  are  said  to  have  been  fine 
worthy  men:  both  having  families. 

[Wyoming  Republican. 

Battles  in  the  last  war.  The  Richmond  Com- 
piler of  the  9th  inst.,  very  appropriately  remarks: — How 
few  remember  that  to-day,  to-morrow,  and  the  next 
day,  are  the  anniversaries  of  the  battles  of  Lake  Erie, 
Lake  Champlain  and  Flat'sburg,  and  Baltimore;  the 
first  fought  in  1813,  the  others  in  T4.  A quarter  of  a 
century  obliterates  much  from  the  minds  of  the  survi- 
vors of  the  generation  that  the  scythe  of  Time  has  mostly 
mowed  down  in  25  harvests.  Yet  the  illuminations 
and  other  rejoicings  exhibited  when  the  accounts  of 
these  victories  were  received,  seemed  to  indicate  that 
they  would  be  held  in  general  remembrance  a much 
longer  time. 
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Tne  following  synopsis  of  these  battles  will  probably 
be  interesting  to  our  readers: 

1813,  Sept.  10. — Battle  of  Lake  Erie,  between  the 
British  squadron,cornmanded  by  capt.  Barclay,  and  the 
U.  S.  by  capt.  Perry,  which  after  an  action  of  3 hours 
and  a half,  terminated  in  the  capture  of  he  whole  of 
the  British  force;  the  British  had  41  killed  and  94 
wounded,  ffie  Americans  27  killed  and  95  wounded — 
British  force  63  guns — Americans  51  guns. 

1814,  Sept.  11. — The  Chmnplain  British  squadron, 
under  commodore  Downie,  attacked  the  Americans 
under  commodore  M'Donough,  in  the  harbor  of  Platts- 
burgh, and  af era  sanguinary  conflict  of 2 hours,  were 
(except  the  galleys)  all  captured;  the  Americans  had  52 
killed  and  58  wounded;  the  British  84  killed  and  110 
wounded;  among  the  former  capt.  Downie:  American 
force  86  guns — Briiish  force  95  guns. 

1814,  Sept.  12. — Battle  of  Baltimore,  in  which  5,000 
British,  led  by  gen.  Ross,  are  repulsed  by  the  Ameri- 
cans, chiefly  militia,  with  a loss  of  46  killed  (including 
gen.  Ross.)  and  295  wounded;  the  Americans  had  40 
killed,  300  wounded,  and  49  prisoners. 

The  Briiish  fleet,  was  also  repulsed  in  its  attack  on 
Fori  M'Henrv.  During  the  bombardment,  the  famous 
song  of  the  'Star  Spangled  Banner’  was  wririen. 

1814,  Sept.  21. — Sir  George  Provost,  with  14  000 
men,  repulsed  in  an  assault  upon  the  forts  at  Platts- 
burgh, by  gen.  Macomb,  with  1,500  regulars,  and 
about3  0U0  militia  retreats  under  cover  of  the  night, 
leaving  his  sick  and  wounded  to  the  mercy  of  his  oppo 
nents,  and  destroying  stores  and  provisions  to  a large 
amount. 

Mr.  Grundy  entered  upon  his  duties  as  attorney 
general  of  thn  United  States  on  the  1st  i list.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a copy  of  his  letter  to  the  governor  ot  Ten- 
nessee, resigning  his  seat  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
States: 

Nashville,  Aug.  20,  1833. 

To  his  excellency  Neuiton  Cannon,  gov.  of  Tenn. 

Sir:  1 hereby  resign  the  office  of  senator  in  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  S’a'es,  which  I hold  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  state  of  Tennessee. 

In  retiring  from  the  more  immediate  service  of  the 
state,  permit  me  to  assure  you  and  its  citizens,  that  whe- 
ther I may  be  in  public  or  private  life,  the  prosperity  of 
Tennessee  will  at  all  times  he  an  object,  with  me,  of 
the  deepest  solicitude.  I am,  with  sentiments  of  re- 
spect, your  humble  servant,  Felix  Grundy. 

Tennessee.  We  have  it  from  unquestionable  au- 
thority, that  on  the  30ih  ultimo,  the  lion.  James  K. 
Polk,  at  a public  dinner  given  to  him  at  Murfreesboro, 
at  which  near  two  thousand  citizens  attended,  de- 
clared himself  a candidate  for  the  office  of  governor  of 
the  stae  of  Tennessee.  The  election  will  take  place 
in  August,  1839,  which  will  be  after  the  next  session  of 
congress.  We  shall  regret  the  loss  of  col.  Polk  from 
his  present  station,  which  he  fills  with  so  much  ability 
and  propriety.  S . ill  it  is  a high  honor  to  be  the  chief 
executive  of  such  a state  as.  Tennessee;  and  we  hope 
col.  Polk  may  meet  wdth  that  success  to  which  his  faith- 
ful and  patriotic  labors  in  the  national  councils  entitle 
him.  [Globe. 

Minister  of  Austria.  Major  general  the  baron 
Von  Mureschul,  minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  ex- 
traordinary of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  Austria  to 
the  United  S ates,  is  now  in  this  city.  The  absence  of 
the  president  from  the  seat  of  government  preventing 
the  delivery  of  bis  let  ers  credential,  be  made  his  first 
visit  to  the  secretary  of  state,  on  Monday  morning. 

[Globe  of  Tuesday  nigh'. 

Iowa  territory.  Gen.  Lucas,  the  new  governor  of 
Iowa  territory,  no  sooner  arrived  in  the  territory,  than 
he  commenced,  in  good  earnest,  the  active  duties  of 
his  office. 

A pro  lamation  appears  in  the  Iowa  Territorial  Ga- 
zetfe,  under  the  hand  of  the  governor,  “fixing  the  time 
for  holding  the  election,  and  apportioning  the  members 
of  the  legislature.” 

The  election  is  to  take  place  on  the  2d  Monday  of 
November  next.  [Cincinnati  Whig. 

Gen  Jesup.  The  Tallahassee  Floridian  of  the  first 
instant,  on  concluding  tiie  publication  of  gen.  Jesup’s 
report  to  the  secretary  of  war,  inserted  in  the  last 
“Register,’’  says — 

We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  much  more  has  been 
effected  than  we  had  anticipated,  an  I that  the  general 
has  been  indefatigihle  in  his  exertions  to  bring  to  a 
close  this  long  protracted  war.  We  were  among  those 
who,  in  the  spring  of  1837,  were  disposed  to  censure 
the  general  for  nestled  in  not  securing  those  Indians 
who  came  in  at  the  several  posts,  under  the  pretext  of 
giving  up  further  hostilities  and  emigrating  to  their  new' 
homes;  but,  during  his  late  campaign,  from  November 
to  April,  we  believe  every  exertion  has  been  made  on 
his  part  to  regain  those  lost  advantages,  and  effect  a 
speedy  removal  of  the  Indians.  Tne  neglect  of  the 
government  to  furnish  a sufficient  number  of  troops  for 
the  campaign,  at  least  one  month  earlier  in  the  fall,  and 
the  time  delayed  by  the  useless  negociation  of  the  Che- 
rokee delegation,  contributed  much  to  the  failure  of 
closing  th  - war  during  the  winter.  Anti  we  fear  that 
we  are,  doomed  to  similar  delay  the  present  fall,  as  we 
hear  of  no  arrangements  being  made  for  troops.  A 
considerable  number  of  Indians  have  been  removed; 
but  there  are  yet  enough  left  to  give  employment  to  a 
large  number  of  troops  in  another  campaign. 


North  eastern  boundary.  From  the  Kennebec  Jour- 
nal. Appointment  of  commissioners.  We  have  the 
pleasure  of  announcing  that  governor  Kent,  on  Mon- 
day, Sept.  3,  appointed  the  following  persons  to  be 
coinmis  ioners  to  survey  the  northern  and  eastern 
boundary  line  of  the  state,  viz:  John  G.  Deane,  Milford 
P Norton,  James  Irish. 

Tuey  are  notified  to  attend  at  Bangor  and  prepare  to 
proceed  to  the  duty  assigned  then1.  The  persons  se- 
lected are  well  acquainted  with  the  whole  boundary 
question.  They  are  all  practical  surveyors.  Mr. 
Deane  is  probably  more  familiar  with  the  subject  than 
any  other  man  m the  stale,  having  made  the  great  re- 
port in  1828,  which  has  been  the  text  book  of  all  sub- 
sequent reports.  Mr.  Norton  and  gen.  Irish  have  both 
been  land  agents  of  the  state. 

The  appointment  is  made  in  obedience  to  a resolu- 
tion of  the  last  legislature,  which  required  the  governor 
to  proceed  to  run  the  line  on  his  own  authority,  if  the 
president  did  not  do  it  before  the  1st  of  September. 
That  time  has  arrived,  and  the  president  has  done 
nothing  about  it,  though  authorized  by  congress  at  the 
session  before  the  last.  Gov.  Kent  has  therefore  prompt- 
ly complied  with  the  resolution  of  the  legislature,  and 
the  commissioners  will  forthwith  proceed  to  their  duty 
as  soon  as  the  necessary  preparations  can  be  made. 

Canal  business.  From  the  Cleveland  Herald.  The 
exhibit  for  August  shows  a handsome  increase  of  tolls 
at  the  Cleveland  office,  over  the  corresponding  month 
of  last  year,  though  it  has  been  one  of  the  dullest  of  the 
season.  The  shipments  of  merchandise  south  have 
been  on  the  increase  for  a few'  weeks  past. 

Collector's  office,  Cleveland,  Sept.  3 d,  1838. 

The  foliowing  constitute  the  chief  articles  of  property 
that  arrived  at  Cleveland  by  w7ay  of  the  canal  during 
the  past  month,  viz: 


34.018 

bushels 

Wheat 

12,665 

do 

corn 

3.109 

do 

oats 

8,046 

barrels 

flour 

933 

do 

pork 

751 

do 

whiskey 

31.830 

pounds 

butter 

7,140 

do 

lard 

7,552 

do 

bacon 

74 

hhds 

tobacco 

The  following  comprise  the  principal 

articles  cleared 

from  Cleveland  by  way  of  the  canal  during  the  past 

month,  viz: 

9,526 

barrels 

salt 

531 

do 

lake  fish 

2,503,883 

pounds 

merchandise 

174,679 

do 

furniture 

82  669 

do 

gypsum 

304,869 

feet 

lumber 

309 

m 

shingles 

The  amount  of  tolls  collected  at  this  office  during 

the  past  month 

is  $15,483  36.  During 

the  correspond- 

ing  month  last  year  it  was  @10,159  29. 

D.  H.  Beardsley,  collector. 

Canal  tolls. 

The  statement  of  tolls  collected  on  the 

Ohio  canals  for  the  month  of  July,  is 

subjoined.  It 

shows  the  prog 

ressive  business  on  our 

great  artificial 

channels  ot  commerce. 

1837. 

1833. 

Portsmouth 

@3,741  91,1 

@2,452.89,7 

Akron 

1,423,27,0 

1.726.97,0 

Roseoe 

4.103  33,0 

4 954,70,0 

Chillicothe 

2,719,67,4 

3,037,54,3 

Newark 

12,452.4(1,0 

11,090,65  0 

Columbus 

1 396,24  0 

1,423.64,0 

Circle  ville 

3 045  73,1 

4,030,06  0 

Massillon 

1.293  35,0 

1,805  02  0 

Cleveland 

10,156,37.0 

12,444,83  5 

Dover 

2 804  00,5 

3,373,67  0 

Hamilton 

149,03,0 

320,22,0 

Dayton 

1,096.02  0 

2.199,05,0 

Cincinnati 

1 637  65  0 

2,396,93,0 

Middletown 

4,32,73  0 

1,022,15,0 

Piqua 

130  06,0 

@46,456,87,1 

152  453,39,5 

46,456  87,1 


Increase  for  July  @6.001,52,4 

A curious  phenomenon.  For  years  past  hundreds 
nf  chimney  s«  allows  have  located  themselves  in  a lofty 
chimney,  in  Kinderhook  (New  York.)  without  any  oc- 
currenceworthy of  remark.  But  on  Saturday  evening 
last,  after  sunset,  they  were  observed  flying  in  and  out 
a rain  water  hogshead  at  the  corner  of  the  house,  half 
filled  with  water.  All  this  time  there  were  discovered 
dead  or  dying  in  the  hogshead  one  hundred  and  six- 
teen. The  next  day  notone  of  the  species  was  to  be 
sefn,  although  many  of  them  have  since  returned. 

What  could  have  led  to  this  suicidal  act  must  remain 
a mystery.  The  night  was  cold,  being  the  first  accom- 
p;  nied  with  frost.  It  should  be  borne  in  nnnd  that  the 
lateness  of  the  spring  delayed  their  hatching  more  than 
a month;  the  young  might  therefore  be  unfit  foremigra- 
tion at  this  their  usual  time  for  flight. 

About  the  year  1802  or  ’3,  a newspaper  in  New  York, 
believed  to  be  the  Evening  Post,  invited  the  curious  to 
visit  the  battery  a little  before  sunset,  to  witness  a phe- 
nomenon like  that  of  the  then  preceding  evening  w hen 
thousands  of  swallow’s  w ere  seen  to  submerge. 

[Kinderhook  Sen. 


Foreign  exchange.  As  the  rare  of  exchange  upon 
England  is  rising  ( hough  not,  we  think,  to  remain 
long  so  high,)  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  or  uninstruc- 
dve  to  present  the  following  accurate  calculations  of 
the  value  ot  gold  and  silver  coins.  They  may  be  reli- 
ed on  as  founded  on  large  transactions  in  specie,  and 
will  serve,  among  other  things,  to  correct  some  errors 
in  a statement  published  by  us  some  weeks  ago,  as 
prepared  at'the  treasury  of  the  United  States. 


3,000  Mexican  dollars  will  weigh,  Troy,  72  3 

$1,000  American  halves,  71  7 

American  silver  is  900  fine,  Mexican  897. 

Under  the  term  Mexican,  are  included  all  South 
American  dollars,  of  wdrich  Peruvian  are  rather  finer 
than  others,  but  not  enough  so;  or  are  in  too  small 
quantities  to  affect  the  average  value.  French  silver  is 
the  same  as  American.  So:  72  lbs.  3 oz.,  or  867  oz. 
of  897,  being  equal  to  864  11,  900  fine,  and  859  oz. 
American  of  900  tine,  being  worth  @1000,  then  864  11 
is  worth  @1005  95,  and  shows  the  value  of  Mexican 
dollars,  compared  with  American  half  dollars,  1 to  1 
595-1000,  rather  more  than  1-2  per  cent.;  and  as  GO  the 
Avoirdupois  equal  72  lbs.  1 1 oz.  Troy,  the  weight  and 
probable  value  can  always  be  ascertained,  even  when 
no  Troy  weights  are  to  be  had. 

GOLD. 

The  average  weight  of  sovereigns,  when  weighed  in 
thousands,  and  apparently  new,  is  about  5120  dwts,  or 
5 dwts  2 7-8  oz  each — value,  at  94  8,  @4  85  376-1000, 
which  may  he  assumed  as  the  average  value  when  im- 
ported in  quantities.  Those  that  are  brought  out  by 
immigrants,  and  which  have  been  long  in  circulation — 
and  in  all  cases  where  the  proportion  of  those  with  the 
S . George  is  large, — will  not  exceed  5116  dwts  to  the 
1000,  or  5 d.  2 3-4  gr.  = @4  81  9-100;  under  which 
weight  thiy  are  not  a Ipgal  tender  in  England. 

The  heaviest  draft  of  1000  sovereigns,  taken  from 
actual  weight  of  150,000,  Was  5136  dwts,  and  this  a so- 
litary one;  which,  at  94  8,  = @4863  92-100,  or  5 ducts 

3 264-1000  each;  and  as  the  maximum  weight  as  given 
by  Kelly  is  5 3 171-623,  it  is  not  likely  to  he  exceeded; 
whi'e,  by  the  value  as  given  by  Mr.  Woodbury,  of 

4 87  07-100,  the  weight  should  be  5 3 312-1000  =5138 
dwts  per  thousand. 

The  above  calculations  are  founded  on  the  returns  of 
weight  of  more  than  1500  bags  of  1000  each;  varying 
from  5113  to  5J36  dwts.  By  the  average,  itis  not  meant 
that  the  whole  amount  yielded  at  the  rate  of  4 85  376- 
1000;  but  that  the  greatest  number  of  the  bags  weighed 
were  from  5118  a 5122.  So  that  the  rare  of  4 85, 
at  which  the  banks  pay  and  receive  in  small  amounts, 
is  as  near  correct  as  is  necessary’. 

Then  as  a remittance, 

1000  sovereigns,  costing  ....  4,853  76 

Freight,  3-8,  - - - - - 18  19 

Insurance,  1-2,  - - - - 24  l6 

Minor  charges  and  detention,  14,  - 12  13 

54  5S 


4,903  34 

Off  2 mos.  interest  at  5 per  cent,  on 
4866  67,  ......  40  55 


@4,867  79 

Exchange,  1C00Z.  a 9 1-2  per  cent.  - - 4,866  67 

D.ff.  in  favor  of  exchange  at  9 1-2  per  cent.  12 

To  which  must  be  added,  the  banker’s  commission, 
when  the  remittances  are  not  direct  to  L mdon  or  Liver- 
pool, and  the  risk  of  detention  by  the  ship  being  obliged 
to  put  into  some  other  port  than  that  of  her  destination; 
while,  with  bills,  there  is  a double  chance  of  safe  arrival. 

[N.  Y.  American. 

The  gold  coinage.  The  subject  of  the  gold  coinage 
is  beginning  to  attract  the  serious  attention  of  the  pri- 
vate hankers  in  the  city,  its  depreciation  in  weight  now 
causing  an  immense  quantity  of  sovereigns  to  be  re- 
jected by  the  Bank  of  England  to  the  extent,  some 
persons  assert  of  one  half  of  all  the  daily  payments 
which  are  offered  at  that  establishment.  In  this  course 
the  Bank  of  England  is  justified  undoubtedly,  the  ob- 
ject of  the  regulation  being  to  prevent  the  practice  of 
“sweating”  the  gold  coinage,  as  that  nefarious  opera- 
tion is  termed,  by  which  a number  of  sovereigns  are 
shaken  in  a bag,  which  is  afterwards  burned,  anil  the 
gold  dust  collected  from  the  remains.  Owing  princi- 
pally to  this  practice  the  depreciation  in  the  weight  of 
the  gold  coinage  is  so  rapid  that  by  experiments  made 
at  the  mint  in  the  year  1833,  it  was  found  that  the 
sovereigns  of  1817  had  lost  8s  lOd,  in  each  hundred 
lbs  ; those  of  1821,  9s  Id  per  hundred;  those  of  1825, 
6s  8d;  and  those  of  1820,  6s  2d  per  hundred;  whilst 
upon  tne  half-sovereigns  coined  in  1817,  the  loss,  ac- 
cording to  the  same  experiments,  was  as  great  as  16s 
4d  per  two  hundred;  of  1821,  13s  lOd;  of  1825,  13s 
6 l-4d;  and  of  those  of  1829,  6s  2d  per  two  hundred 
half  sovereigns.  At  this  tin  e the  quantity  of  gold  re- 
jected By  the  Bank  of  England,  and  by  the  customs,  ex- 
cise. and  stamp-office,  is  so  seriously  complained  of  by 
the  mercantile  in  erests,  that  some  remedy  for  these 
inconveniences  and  losses  must  he  found,  it  is  thought, 
before  a very  long  time.  The  difficulties  in  the  case  is 
in  the  dispute  which  existed  between  the  treasury  and 
the  Bank  of  Englai  d as  to  which  party  is  hound  to 
pay  the  expenses  ol  remelting  the  coinage  < f the  coun- 
try, the  Bank  of  England  having  formerly  been  at  the 
cost  of  70  0001  in  remelting  the  silver  coinage,  of  which 
only  one-half  was  allowed  by  the  treasury;  and  then. 
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after  all,  the  question  of  liability  had  been  in  dispute  for  | 
a greac  number  of  years.  It  would  certainly  appear 
onlyjust  that  the  government,  by  whom  the  coinage  is  i 
used,  should  pay  the  expense  of  keeping  it  at  the  same  i 
weight  at  which  it  was  originally  sold  to  the  public;  ■ 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  to  be  continually  repairing  the  1 
frauds  of  the ‘‘s  weaters"  would  only  be  an  encourage- 
ment to  the  fraud.  However  this  may  b • arranged  be- 
tween the  treasury  and  the  Bank  of  England,  it  is  clear 
that  the  loss  ought  not  to  fall  on  tiie  public  at  large,  and 
that,  some  arrangement  should  be  formed  forthwith  for 
the  prevention  ol  the  great  derangements  in  payments 
which  is  so  much  complained  of  by  tlto.-e  whose  trans- 
actions are  extensive  with  the  Bank  of  England,  the 
customs,  and  excise.  [ London  Chronicle. 

Late  from  China.  By  the  ship  Rob  Roy,  from 
Canton,  we  have  the  Canton  Register  of  April  10. 
We  find  in  this  paper  (says  the  New  York  Commer- 
cial Advertiser)  the  following  extract  from  a mercan- 
tile letter  to  a house  in  Calcutta,  from  its  London  cor- 
respondent, dated  November  ‘25th — almost  a year  ago. 
The  reader  will  perceive  that  the  regulation  mentioned 
in  it  is  aimed  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
Mr.  Jaudon’s  agency  in  London. 

"Inasmuch  as  you  are  likely  to  be  large  takers  in  suc- 
ceeding years  of  foreign  bills  upon  Europe,  we  think  it 
advisable  to  acquaint  you  with  the  determination  lately 
come  to  by  the  Bank  of  England  in  reference  to  any 
bills  drawn  by  foreign  banking  establishments,  how- 
ever undoubted  their  credit,  upon  their  individual 
agents  in  this  country.  Their  determination  is  not  to 
receive  such  bills  into  circulation;  and  we  therefore  sug- 
gest that  it  would  not  be,  as  a general  rule,  either  ex- 
pedient or  advantageous  tkat  either  yourselves  or  your 
friends  should  make  their  investments  in  such  paper. 
You  are  aware  how  it  would  operate  in  the  event  of 
our  having  such  bills  sent.  They  would  he  useless,  in 
fact,  until  due.’’ 

The  Register  gives  a list  of  official  changes,  exhibit- 
ing a set  of  names  that  provoke  a smile  by  their  oddity. 
Among  them  are  Ah,  treasurer,  Huang,  chief  of  the 
commissariat,  H ang,  criminal  judge  Tung,  chief  com- 
missioner, and  Chin,  salt  commissioner. 

The  Hoppo  seems  to  be  in  trouble  again  about  the 
foreign  ships  and  the  Macao  passage-boats.  There  is 
a regulation,  it  appears,  prohibiting  the  use  of  any  but 
open  boats  without  masts,  for  the  conveyance  of  letters 
and  "outside  barbarian'”  from  Macao  to  Canton,  but 
the  regulation  has  been  disregarded,  and  large  decked 
boats  with  masts  have  been  very  generally  used,  which, 
the  hoppo  says,  alford  facilities  for  smuggling,  and 
must  be  discontinued.  He  complains  that  he  has  issued 
proclamations  upon  proclamations  against  them,  but 
to  no  purpose;  the  hong  merchants  and  the  foreign- 
ers treat  the  laws  with  extreme  contempt,  and  persist 
in  using  the  large  boats.  Therefore  he  commands  the 
said  boats  to  be  driven  out,  lest  they  lead  to  some 
disturbance;  and  concludes,  as  usual,  with  his  “oppose 
not — a special  edict.” 

Another  sore  grievance  is  a certain  ship  belonging  to 
one  Baker,  which  has  been  used  at  Wampoa  as  a hos- 
pital ship,  and  has  been  lying  there  since  October,  1836. 
Master  Hoppo  suspects,  however,  that  the  hospital  part 
of  the  story  is  only  a pretext,  and  that  Baker’s  vessel  is 
in  fact  a receiving-ship,  and  kept  there  to  facilitate 
smuggling;  whereupon  he  delivers  himself  as  follows: 

“If  the  vessel  is  not  expelled  with  rigor,  and  if  the 
traitorous  foreigners,  trusting  to  their  own  craftiness, 
are  allowed  to  do  as  they  please,  and  trifle  and  delay, 
and  carry  matters  with  a high  hand,  where  will  be  the 
reverence  due  to  the  imperial  laws?  It  is  right  that  I 
again  issue  urgent  orders.  Let  the  senior  hong  mer- 
chants respectfully  obey,  and  transmit  the  orders  to  the 
foreigners,  that,  on  the  day  this  edict  reaches  them, 
Baker’s  vessel  is  to  be  driven  out  of  the  port.  No  delay 
on  account  of  the  least  business  will  be  permitted.  If 
they  still  continue  so  foolish  and  stupid  tts  to  be  igno- 
rant of  the  laws,  I apprehend  those  senior  hong  mer- 
chants will  not  be  able  to  bear  the  consequences  of 
their  great  offence.  Hasten,  hasten!  A special  edict. 
3J  moon,  9th  day.  (April  3J.’’) 

John  Ross  and  the  Indians.  The  following  has 
been  communicated  to  the  editor  of  the  Montreal  Cou- 
rier by  its  correspondent  in  New  York: 

“My  present  object  is  to  speak  of  John  Ross,  the  chief 
of  the  Cherokecs.  It  is  his  object,  and  he  makes  no 
secret  of  i‘,  to  those  whom  he  is  on  a familiar  footing, 
to  go  among  all  the  tribes  of  Indians  and  have  a “talk.” 
To  tell  them  that  they  have  warred  with  each  other 
long  enough — -'.hat  they  must  now  unite — it  is  the  will 
of  the  Great  Spirit,  or  they  will  he  swept  away.  The 
white  men  are  advancing  and  advancing— and  though 
they  now  say  they  will  not  encroach  upon  the  lands 
marked  out  for  the  red  men,  in  a few  years  they  will 
want  to  remove  them  again.  Whrn  Ross  has  gained 
his  object  of  uniting  the  various  tribes  of  his  brethren 
in  one  common  interest,  he  proposes  that  they  should 
all  abandon  the  lands  now  theirs,  as  tar  as  the  Rock}' 
mountains — in  which  there  are  numerous  flats,  and  de- 
lightful pasturage,  buffalo,  &c.  &c. — and  let  the  white 
men  take  possession  of  all  the  low  country  to  the  Rocky 
mountains,  but  permit  them  to  encroach  no  farther, 
but,  with  the  immense  forces  they  will  possess,  in  the 
fastnesses  in  the  mountains,  fight  for  the  last  relic  of 
their  own,  their  native  land,  if  it  be  necessary,  to  the 
death. 

There  is  something  very  noble  in  this  Indian’s  re- 
solve. But  Ross  is  no  ordinary  man.  He  is  one  of 
those  apparently  marked  out  by  nature  for  great  and 


lofty  enterprise.  Should  he  carry  out  his  designs,  and 
should  further  wrong  he  attempted  upon  the  hunted 
lords  of  the  soil,  their  stand  at  bay  will  be  terrible.  Our 
government  has  taken  the  scattered  tribes  of  Indians, 
with  that  singularly  infatuated  p >lioy  which  character- 
ises all  its  doings,  and  placed  them  ah  together.  They 
are  now,  likewise,  as  they  have  not  been  before,  alive 
to  their  interests,  versed  in  the  tactics  of  our  warfare, 
and  enabled  to  compete  with  us  in  instances  success- 
fully. Ross  has  another  idea,  which  shows  how  deeply 
calculating  he  is  in  regard  to  his  people  and  brethren. 
He  proposes  to  purchase  of  Mr.  Gatlin  his  Indian  gal- 
lery, and  to  take  it  with  hint  to  the  Rocky  mountains, 
there  to  build  a temple  for  its  reception,  and  invite  the 
warriors  of  all  the  tribes  to  visit  it.  There  they  will 
see,  many  of  them,  their  own  portraits  upon  the  same 
wall.  He  will  tell  them  that  the  Great  Spirit  created 
the  great  medicine  man  (Gatlin)  to  bring  them  together, 
as  they  see  themselves  on  the  wall,  in  order  that  they 
shall  fight  each  other  no  more,  but  be  united.  He  will 
make  it  a great  temple,  and  none  but  those  who  have 
distinguished  themselves  will  be  allowed  to  enter  it,  and 
that  only  on  the  performance  of  religious  rites  and  ce- 
remonies. This  would  unite  the  Indian  heart  and  soul. 
Mystery  is  the  key  stone  to  all  their  actions.  Such  a 
mystery  would  make  those  who  had  raged  with  the  en- 
mity of  tigers,  peaceable  as  lambs.  You  have,  now 
some  idea  ot  the  Cherokee  chief,  John  Ross.” 

Revolutionary  reltc.  After  the  battle  of  Lexing- 
ton, general  Gage,  having  succeeded  the  notorious  go- 
vernor Hutchinson  in  the  command  of  the  king’s  troops 
in  Boston,  and  being  reinforced  by  generats  Howe, 
Clinton  and  Bur  (oyne,  issued  his  celebrated  proclama- 
tion, offering  pardon  to  all  who  would  return  to  their  al- 
legiance. John  Hancock  and  Samuel  Adams,  both 
members  of  congress  from  Massachusetts,  were  ex- 
cepted from  “this  lying  act  of  Grace,”  having  by  their 
zeal  and  abilities  made  themselves  especially  obnoxious 
to  the  ministry.  Of  Mr.  Adams,  it  was  said  by  Gal- 
loway, in  his  examination  before  the  house  of  com- 
mons, “that  he  eats  little,  drinks  little,  steeps  little,  thinks 
much,  and  is  most  indefatigable  in  the  pursuit  of  his 
object — ihat  by  his  superior  abilities  he  managed  the 
factions  in  congress  and  the  factions  in  New  England.’’ 
The  following  parody  on  the  proclamation  (which  the 
whigs  treated  with  great  contempt  and  ridicule)  ap- 
peared in  the  prints  of  the  dav: 

“Tom  Gage’s  proclamation 
And  denunciation, 

Against  the  New  England  nation, 

Who  should  his  pious  way  shun. 

Whereas,  the  rebels,  hereabout, 

Are  stubborn  still,  and  still  hold  out, 

Refusing  still  to  drink  their  tea, 

In  spite  of  parliament  and  me; 

And  to  maintain  their  bubble  right, 

Prognosticate  a real  fight; 

Preparing  flint,  and  steel,  and  ball, 

My  armies  and  my  fleet  to  maul: 

Rebelling  so,  a graceless  pack, 

As  to  let  fly  a soldier’s  back. 

All  this,  though  long  obliged  to  bear, 

For  want  of  men,  but  not  from  fear, 

Pm  able  now,  by  augmentation, 

To  give  a proper  castigation. 

But  firstj  I do  my  grace  extend, 

And  hereby  promise  to  befriend 
All  those  who  do  their  sins  confess, 

And  meekly  own  they  have  transgressed; 

Who  will  for  pardon  plead  with  me, 

Lead  godly  lives  and  drink  their  tea; 

Such  future  conduct  and  behaviour 
Restores  them  to  my  gracious  favor. 

But,  then,  I must  out  of  this  plan  lock 
Both  Samuel  Adams  and  John  Hancock; 

For  such  vile  traitors,  like  debentures, 

Must  be  tucked  up  at  all  adventures, 

As  any  proffer  of  a pardon 

Will  only  tend  such  rogues  to  harden. 

But  every  other  mother’s  son, 

As  soon  as  he  lays  down  his  gun, 

And  on  surrendering  his  toledo, 

May  go  to  and  fro,  unhurt,  as  we  do. 

And  so  doth  run  the  king’s  command, 

That  all  who  please  may  kiss  my  hand. 

By  command  of  Mother  Carey. 

Thomas  Flucker,  secretary. 

The  name  of  the  secretary,  it  is  believed,  is  truly 
given,  while  that  of  a female  friend  of  the  general’s  is 
inserted  in  place  of  that  officer’s. 

The  Mormons.  We  learn  from  a late  number  of 
the  St.  Louis  Republican  that  there  exists  considerable 
excitement,  in  the  upper  part  ot  Missouri,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Mormons  having  again  “raised  their 
Ebenezer’’  in  Jackson  county.  It  appears  from  the 
proceedings  of  a public  meeting  of  tile  citizens,  that 
about  eight  years  since  these  fanatics  were  driven  from 
that  country,  as  it  is  alleged  “for  improper  conduct,’’ 
and  that  they  took  refuge  in  Clay  county,  the  good  peo- 
ple of  which  looked  upon  them  as  the  victims  ol  re- 
ligious persecution,  and  extended  to  them  hospitality 
and  protection.  Experience,  however,  ere  long  de- 
monstated  the  impracticability  of  their  “dwelling  to- 
gether in  unity”  with  their  benefactors,  and  they  were 
expelled  from  Clay  county  also.  A compact  was  then 
entered  into  between  the  Mormons  and  the  citizens  of 
the  upper  part  of  the  state,  in  which  it  was.  stipulated 
that  the  former  should  select  and  settle  peaceably  upon 
some  tract  of  uninhabited  country,  and  abstain  from 


anv  further  intrusion  into  the  adjoining  counties.  They 
did  so,  and  I icated  themselves  in  what  is  now  known 
as  Caldwell  county.  It  appears,  however,  that  they 
have  recently  violated  the  treaty,  by  buying  lands  and 
making  actual  settlements  in  the  eas'ern  part  ol  Car- 
roll.  Upon  this  a meeting  was  held  and  a committee 
'deputed  to  request,  them  to  leave  the  country.  The 
Mormons  took  this  in  high  dudgeon,  and  returned  for 
an  answer  language  of  the  most  insulting  character; 
whereupon  the.  meeting  was  again  convened,  and  five 
persons  appointed  a committee  of  safely  vested  with  ex- 
traordinary powers.  These  persons  are  authorised  to 
“adopt  such  measures  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  ex- 
pedient for  the  safety  of  the  citizens  of  Carroll.”  and  to 
"raise,  by  subsripiion  or  otherwise,  a sufficient  sum  of 
money  to  defray  any  expense  that  may  accrue’’  in  car- 
rying out  the  object  of  the  meeting- — which  is  stated  to 
be  the  expul-ion  of  “Mormons,  abolitionists  and  other 
disorderly  persons.”  By  one  of  the  resolutions  adopted, 
the  citizens  of  the  adjoining  counties  are  requested  to 
form  corresponding  committees,  “and  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  to  give  assistance,  if  the  same  should  be 
required.’’  From  the  foregoing  we  should  judge  that 
the  breaking  out  of  another  Mormon  war  is  no  improba- 
ble event. 

Later  information,  contained  in  a letter  from  Livings- 
ton county  (Mo.)  says,  in  substance,  that — 

Some  cutting  and  stabbing  were  perpetrated  by  the 
Mormons  of  Davies  county,  on  the  day  of  the  election, 
and,  that  some  companies  have  been  raised  in  Livings- 
ton with  a view  of  going  over  and  assisting  in  drub- 
bing the  Mormons;  but  that,  before  they  got  quite  ready 
to  march,  they  learned  the  strength  of  the  Mormons, 
which  suggested  to  their  prudence  the  propriety  of  re- 
maining' at  home  till  they  could  he  assured  that  rein- 
forcements would  join  them  front  other  counties,  suffi- 
ciently great  to  cope  with  the  combined  force  of  the 
Mormons. 

The  St.  Louis  Gazette  of  the  30th  ult.  says: 

“The  steamboat  Astoria,  front  Rialto,  (Platte  county,) 
brings  word  that  Joe  Smith  (Mormon)  had  surrendered 
himself  to  to  the  civil  authorities.  This  implies  some 
further  movements  against  the  Mormons,  of  which  we 
are  not  yet  advised.’’ 

LETTER  FROM  THE  HON.  MR.  NILES. 

VVe  find  the  following  in  the  New  Haven  (Conn.) 
“Herald” — the  publication  of  which,  that  paper 
states,  is  sanctioned  by  the  person  to  whom  it  was 
addressed: 

Washington,  Jpril  9th,  183S. 

Dear  sir:  I have  youi  letter  of  the  5th  of  April. 

Your  election  has  gone  against  tts.  I was  not  dis- 
appointed except  in  the  magnitude  of  the  w hig  vote. 
The  means  by  which  they  have  effected  this  result, 
are  such  as  that  party  usually  resort  to  in  times  of 
high  excitement.  Falsehood,  deception  and  fraud 
on  the  one  hand,  and  violence, oppression  and  coer- 
cion on  the  other.  They  have  cheated  us  out  of  the 
election.  The  miserable  conservatives  have  injur- 
ed us  considerably;  much  more  than  t he  amount  of 
their  vole;  their  factious  and  unprincipled  conduct 
discouraged  our  friends  and  encouraged  the  whigs. 
The  abolitionists  also  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state 
united  almost  lo  a mail  with  the  whigs  and  did  us 
considerable  injury.  The  whole  Presbyterian  cler- 
gy likewise  took  an  active  part  in  the  election;  vot- 
ed themselves,  and  were  the  means  of  bringing  out 
1000  voters.  Nearly  an  equal  number  were  import- 
ed into  the  state  from  abroad  contrary  to  law.  Per- 
sons in  factories  and  other  dependent  situations  were 
forced  to  vote  against  their  will  and  led  to  the  polls 
like  cattle  to  market.  Under  all  these  circumstances 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  we  are  beaten. 

As  to  the  future,  all  that  is  necessary,  is  for  our 
party  to  pursue  a steady,  firm  course.  We  have 
21,500  honest  democrats,  united  upon  principle, 
which  neither  menaces  nor  interest  could  intimidate 
or  seduce.  This  force  will  be  a majority  in  any 
ordinary  struggle.  We  must  expose  the  iniquity, 
oppression  and  corruption  of  the  tederalists  in  the 
late  election,  and  be  prepared  to  take  advantage  of 
the  violent  and  proscriptive  measures  of  the  whig 
legislature.  They  will  have  great  trouble  with  the 
abolitionists,  who  will  demand  a fulfilment  of  (heir 
pledges,  made  to  them  by  I lie  w bigs  before  the  elec- 
tion. It  will  he  necessary  for  our  friends,  in  all 
detnocralic  towns,  to  attend  the  town  meetings  this 
fall  and  secure  theirsefoct  men.  We  have  probably 
been  cheated  out  of  1000  votes  by  the  whigs  having 
the  control  of  the  board  for  the  admission  of  elec- 
tors. and  the  moderators  of  the  meetings.  It  is  im- 
possible for  the  whigs  to  make  another  similar  effort 
next  year.  You  might  as  well  think  to  burn  over 
stubble  land,  two  years  in  succession. 

I do  not  think  that  we  have  any  reason  to  despond; 
on  the  contrary  I believe  we  have  a fair  chance  of 
success  at  the  next  election. 

It  will  not  be  possible  for  me  to  be  at  New  Haven 
during  the  session  of  the  assembly,  but  Mr.  R.  I. 
Ingersoll,  Mr.  Welles  and  other  of  our  friends,  will 
be  fully  competent  to  advise  as  to  the  course  our 
party  ought  to  pursue  in  the  present  emergency. 

I am  yours  truly, 

J.  M.  NILES 
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POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

DINNER  TO  MR.  P.HETT. 

From,  the  Charleston  ( S.  C.)  Mercury. 

The  political  friends  of  the  hon.  R.  Barnwell 
Rhett,  having  invited  him  to  partake  of  a dinner  in 
the  town  of  Beaufort,  on  the'  29th  inst.  A large 
company  sat  down  to  a sumptuous  entertainment. 
Capt.  John  Fripp,  of  St.  Helena  presided,  assisted 
by  Dr.  George  M.  Stoney,  as  vice  president. 
Throughout  the  day,  nothing  but  the  best  feelings, 
and  the  most  accordant  sentiment  pervaded  the 
whole  company.  The  entertainment  did  not  break 
up  until  a late  hour.  During  the  evening  the  com- 
pany were  addressed  by  several  gentlemen  present; 
letters  were  read  from  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Pick- 
ens and  other  gentlemen;  and  a great  number  of 
high  toned  and  spirited  toasts  were  drank. 

REGULAR  TOASTS. 

1st.  South  Carolina — Her  instructions  to  her  pub- 
lic servants:  I give  you  trust,  give  me  not  treason. 

2d.  The  president,  of  the  United  States — A northern 
man  with  southern  principles:  we  go  for  principles, 
not  men. 

3d.  The  sub-treasury  with  the  specie  clause — South 
Carolina  wants  nothing  more,  she  will  take  nothing 
less. 

4th.  The  abolitionists — The  only  issue  we  will 
make  with  them — the  sword — there  will  be  no  fight. 

5th.  Government — Let  it  protect  industry,  secure 
property;  repress  violence,  vindicate  the  national 
honor:  It  is  all  it  has  to  do:  beyond  this,  the  less  it 
meddles  with  the  people  the  better. 

G.  P.  Elliott,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
arrangements,  after  passing  a high  encomium  upon 
the  character  and  public,  services  of  the  distinguished 
statesman  he  was  about  to  name,  gave  the  health  ot 

6th.  Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun — The*first  breath  he 
ever  drew,  was  in  Carolina’s  air,  the  last  blow  he 
ever  strikes  will  be  in  Carolina’s  cause. 

The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Calhoun  was  then 
read: 

Fort  Hill , August  19th,  1S38. 

Gentlemen:  The  great  distance,  the  season  of 
the  year,  and  my  engagements,  make  it  impossible 
for  me  to  accept  your  kind  invitation  to  partake  of 
a dinner  on  the  29th  inst.  in  honor  of  your  repre- 
sentative. Were  it  in  my  power,  nothing  would  af- 
ford me  more  pleasure;  not  only  to  renew  and  ex- 
tend my  acquaintance  in  a section  of  the  state  which 
I have  had  so  little  opportunity  of  knowing,  but  as 
an  expression  of  my  very  high  regard  for  one,  who, 
on  the  great  question  of  the  day,  has  so  nobly  stood 
up  for  the  cause  of  the  people  and  the  constitution, 
and  who,  high  as  my  regard  for  him  was  previously, 
has  grown  on  my  esteem  on  a more  intimate  per- 
sonal acquaintance. 

For  the  kind  expressions  you  have  used  towards 
me  personally  and  the  approbation  of  my  course,  in 
relation  to  the  question  which  now  so  deeply  agi- 
tates the  country,  you  will  please  accept  of  my 
grateful  acknowledgments.  It  is,  I know,  attempt- 
ed to  be  held  up,  as  an  insulated  question  of  little 
importance,  but  it  would  be  a great  mistake  to  re- 
gard it  in  that  light.  It  is  one  of  the  first  magni- 
tude; in  truth  it  is  a question  of  “deliverance  and 
reform”  as  expressed  on  a late  occasion,  and  so  far 
from  being  detached  and  insulated,  it  involves  the 
fate  of  all  other  questions,  against  which  we  have 
been  so  long  and  so  strenuously  contending;  tariff, 
abolition,  and  all,  as  time  and  experience  will  clearly 
show.  On  its  success,  depends  the  defeat  of  the 
consolidation  party.  If  the  measure  is  defeated, 
they  would  come  into  authority  armed  with  the  tre- 
mendous power  of  a great  national  bank,  to  carry 
out  successfully  their  principles  and  policy,  which 
would  necessarily  lead  to  a national  consolidated  go- 
vernment, with  unlimited  power  and  influence. — 
When  that  day  comes  our  doom  will  be  sealed. 

Permit  me,  in  conclusion,  to  offer  the  following 
sentiment: 

The  present  crisis;  if  seized  on  and  turned  to  the  1 
best  advantage,  it  will  give  renewed  vigor  to  the 
constitution'and  our  federative  system,  but,  if  ne- 
glected, may  prove  fatal  to  both.  With  great  re- 
spect, I am,  &c.  &c.  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

G.  P.  Elliott,  esq.,  and  others  of  the  committee. 

John  Richardson,  esq.,  one  of  the  committee  of 
arrangements,  after  a few  appropriate  remarks,  gave 

7th.  The  hon.  F.  W.  Pickens — Ever  true  to  his 
trust,  he  has  sustained,  unsullied,  the  honor  of  his 
native  state;  South  Carolina  receives  him  with  open 
arms,  as  one  who  has  not  despaired  of  the  republic. 

Mr.  Pickens’ letter  to  the  committee  of  invitation 
was  then  read  as  follows: 

Edgewood,  near  Edgefield,  Aug,  20,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  I received  your  very  kind  invita- 
tion to  attend  a dinner  to  be  given  j'our  distinguish- 
ed representative  on  the  29th  inst.  If  it  were  not 
for  the  season  of  the  year,  and  very  pressing  private 
engagements,  it  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to 
meet  you  on  that  occasion.  There  is  no  man  who 


more  richly  deserves  the  honor  you  offer  him,  than 
your  representative.  You  mention  in  yours,  “his 
exertions  in  behalf  of  southern  interests.”  Allow' 
me  to  say,  that  at  present  it  is  a painful  and  trying 
position  for  any  man. to  occupy,  who  sets  out  in  pub- 
lic life  with  a determination  to  defend  and  sustain 
“southern  interests.”  The  prejudices  of  the  read- 
ing world  have  been  excited  against  us.  The  whole 
public  press  of  England  and  tills  country  are  occu- 
pied in  misrepresenting  and  traducing  our  social  and 
domestic  institutions.  In  the  common  council  of 
our  common  country,  our  feelings  are  habitually 
wounded  and  harrassed  by  orators,  who,  if  it  were 
not  for  their  w’anton  malignity,  could  display  no 
other  quality,  sufficiently  strong,  to  rescue  them 
from  the  silent  contempt  that  their  imbecility  would 
otherwise  merit.  If  we  submit  much  longer  to  be 
dragged  before  the  bar  of  congress  as  public  crimi- 
nals for  defence,  we  shall  soon  lose  all  (he  feelings 
of  freemen,  and  instead  of  this  conscious  pride  of 
independence,  we  shall  sink,  as  a people,  into  that 
despicable  destiny  that  awaits  a coward  race.  I 
have  been  always  opposed  to  those  temporising  re- 
solutions which  have  heretofore  been  adopted,  and 
by  which  some  have  supposed  that  they  have  gained 
a point  by  staving  off  the  issue  for  a few  years 
longer.  This  is  miserable  and  contemptible  policy. 
Better  for  us  to  meet  it  boldly  and  openly  at  once 
in  all  its  aspects.  Let  those  who  assail  us  make 
their  definite  propositions,  and  let  those  from  the 
non-slave-holding  states,  who  have  heretofore  sus- 
tained us,  have  an  opportunity  to  defend  themselves 
and  save  this  union,  if  they  can.  And  then,  after 
we  know  what  is  to  be  expected,  let  us,  in  the  noble 
language  of  Erskine,  do  our  duty  and  leave  the 
consequences  to  God.  Our  situation  is  a critical 
one.  It  is  now  too  plain  that  the  abolition  question 
is  to  be  involved  hereafter  in  the  presidential  can- 
vass and  all  the  politics  of  the  day.  You  recollect 
that  some  eight  years  since,  it  was  published  in  our 
papers,  that  a senator  from  Kentucky,  who  is  now 
at  the  head  of  a large  party  contending  for  power, 
declared  at  the  Virginia  springs,  that  one  object,  or 
one  of  the  effects,  of  the  “prohibitory  policy” 
would  be,  to  reduce  the  value  of  slave  labor  so  low, 
that  it  would  compel  the  owner,  or  be  his  interest, 
to  emancipate.  I quote  from  memory,  but  I think 
I give  the  substance.  The  fact  that  this  declaration 
was  made,  1 understood,  rested  upon  the  evidence 
of  one  of  our  present  senators  in  congress.  I hope 
and  trust  every  thing  may  yet  work  right,  but  with 
the  recent  emancipation  of  the  British  West  India 
possessions  so  near  us,  and  a similar  movement  in 
France,  let  no  man  suppose  that  we  are  over  sensi- 
tive on  this  delicate  subject.  It  may  not  come  in 
our  day,  but  we  owe  it  to  our  children  to  put  the 
subject  beyond  the  reach  of  any  human  power  to 
touch  it,  save  our  own  independent  commonwealth. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours 
truly,  F.  W.  PICKENS. 

To  G.  P.  Elliott,  J.  Guernrd,  W.  Cuihbert,  J. 

Richardson,  and  others  of  the  committee. 

The  president  then  rose  and  proposed  the  follow'- 
ing  sentiment: 

8th.  Our  distinguished  guest — The  hon.  R.  B. 
Rhett:  “Our  institutions  and  the  union  will  be  safe, 
only  when  such  men  are  chosen  to  represent  the 
south  in  congress.  We  welcome  his  return  home, 
and  will  sustain  him  in  his  course. 

After  the  applause  with  which  the  sentiment  was 
received,  Mr.  Rhett  arose,  and  addressed  the  com- 
pany in  a long  and  spirited  speech,  in  which  he 
discussed  all  the  leading  topics  of  the  day,  introdu- 
ced them  to  the  intrigues  of  the  politicians  at  Wash- 
ington, and  related  a number  of  anecdotes,  in  illus- 
tration of  chicanery.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
alluding  to  the  compliment  that  had  been  paid  him, 
he  said  that  he  appreciated  this  first  public  appror 
bation  of  his  course,  the  more  highly,  coming  as  it 
did  from  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  the  associates 
of  his  boyhood.  He  alluded  to  his  having  penned 
and  proposed  the  resolutions  relative  to  the  disso- 
lution of  the  union,  rather  than  suffer  the  discussion 
of  the  abolition  question  in  congress;  and  in  doing 
so,  he  felt  confident  that  he  only  expressed  the  opi- 
nion of  every  man  who  now'  heard  him.  Upon  the 
utterance  of  this  sentiment  the  applause  was  so 
Joud  and  long,  that  he  was  for  some  time  unable  to 
proceed.  His  speech  was  a fine  effort,  it  was  such 
a communication  as  a representative  should  alw'ays 
deliver  to  his  constituents;  he  disclosed  his  own 
opinions,  frankly,  fully,  fearlessly,  he  told  them  of 
his  hopes  and  fears,  and  throughout  his  speech,  sus- 
tained his  reputation,  as  being  one  of  the  boldest 
and  most  independent  statesmen  of  the  day.  In 
concluding  he  offered  the  following  sentiment.  ■ 

The  people  of  St.  Helena  parish — Patriotic,  in- 
telligent, and  tree,  worthy  the  highest  efforts,  and 
deepest  devotion  of  any  representative. 

By  “Joseph  Guerard,”  (one  of  the  committee) 
— Albert  Rhett,  esq.:  The  high  minded  and  accom- 


plished gentleman.  We  deeply  regret  his  removal 
from  among  us. 

Mr.  Albert  Rhett  rose,  amid  the  enthusiastic  ap- 
plause of  his  associates  and  constituents,  and  in  his 
usual  happy  and  brilliant  manner  thanked  them  for 
the  many  kindnesses  he  had  received  their  hands; 
and  as  he  Was  about  to  be  separated  from  them,  and 
would  have  no  future  opportunity  of  meeting  them, 
he  wished  them  to  express  to  him  candidly  their 
opinions  upon  the  legislative  resolutions  upon  the 
currency,  as  an  expression  had  gone  abroad,  from 
the  proceeding  of  the  4th  of  July  celebration,  as 
published  in  the  Courier  of  the  12th  of  the  same 
month,  that  he  had  voted  in  opposition  to  the  will 
of  his  constituents  in  St.  Helenapari.sh;  and  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  if  that  opinion  was  sustained  by 
that  portion  of  the  electors  then  present,  he  would 
offer  them  a sentiment,  in  the  reception  of  which, 
he  begged  that  no  personal  regard  for  him  would 
influence  them,  and  that  those  who  differed  would 
not  applaud  it.  He  then  gave — “The  legislative 
resolutions  upon  the  currency — a timely,  just  and 
salutary  exercise  of  a rightful  independence  of 
judgment.”  The  applause,  we  believe,  was  almost 
unanimous. 

Col.  W.  E.  Martin  and  Wm.  Elliott,  esq.,  ad- 
dressed the  meeting  in  reply  to  complimentary 
toasts. 

A number  of  other  volunteer  toasts  were  also 
drunk — after  which  the  company  retired. 

The  following  were  the  regular  toasts  drunk  at 
thedinner  given  to  Mr.  Bond  of  Ohioon  the  11th  ult. 

REGULAR  TOASTS. 

1.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States.  Framed 
by  those  who  perilled  “life,  foitune  and  sacred  hon- 
or” to  obtain  it:  He  would  be  recreant  to  the  last 
who  withheld  the  others  in  its  defence. 

2.  The  legislative,  the  executive  and  the  judiciary. 
Herculean  pillars  of  our  republic;  if  the  strength 
and  life  of  one  can  be  sapped,  the  others  are  but 
impotent  and  cumbrous  appendages. 

3.  The  navy  a?id  army  of  the  United  States.  The 
pride  of  our  country — her  honor  their  only  incentive 
to  glory. 

4.  Hon.  W.  K.  Bond.  A sentinel  on  the  watch 
tower  of  liberty,  he  proclaims  to  the  people  by 
whom  they  are  betrayed. 

5.  Domestic  manufactures  and  inlernat  improve- 
ments. By  the  one  we  learn  to  be  independent  of 
foreign  aid;  but  the  latter,  the  extent  of  our  mutual 
dependence  in  common  defence. 

6.  Joseph  Vance.  Governor  of  Ohio — self-made 
and  self  educated;  the  practical  man,  the  tried  and 
faithful  public  servant. 

7.  Ohio.  Her  growing  prosperity,  the  admiration 
of  the  union;  to  sustain  her  whig  principles,  w hich 
circumscribe  her  true  policy,  the  most  cherished 
object  of  her  sons. 

8.  The  surviving  soldiers  of  the  revolution.  They 
live  to  see  the  spirit  of  ’76  emulated  by  the  whigs 
of  ’38  and  ’40,  in  a mighty,  though  bloodless,  revo- 
lution. 

9.  The  sub-treasury  spawn.  An  uncouth  tribe, 
between  the  hum-bug  and  the  kitchen  cock-roach — 
neither  fish,  flesh  nor  fowl,  and  will  not  be  swallow- 
ed by  intelligent  freemen. 

10.  The  whigs  of  congress.  The  true  representa- 
tives of  an  enterprising  and  enlightened  people. 
To  them,  under  Providence,  are  we  indebted  for  the 
privileges  left  us,  and  to  them  must  we  look  for  fu- 
ture guard  against  executive  encroachments. 

1 1 . The  whigs  of  diouisiana  and  Mississippi.  They 
have  planted  the  corner  stone  of  freedom  firmly  in 
the  southwest — they  are  gratefully  remembered  by 
their  brethren  who  dwell  beneath  the  northern 
wings  of  the  spread  eagle. 

12.  Martin  Van  Bur en: — 

He  is  now  w'here  he  sopght  to  be, 

May  he  become  what  he  ought  to  be, — 
More  honest  than  he’s  thought  to  be, 

Till  he  go  back  where  he  ought  to  be. 

13.  Freedom  of  conscience  and  of  the  press.  In- 
herent rights  of  all  well-regulated  governments.  If 
the  light  be  put  out — the  light  will  cease  to  shine, 
and  the  people  be  left  to  grope  in  moral,  political 
and  religious  darkness. 


HORRIBLE  MURDER. 

Tlie  Staunton,  (Va.)  Spectator  of  Thursday  last 
contains  the  particulars  of  the  trial  of  the  three 
slaves,  Andrew,  Lucinda  and  Caroline,  for  the  mur- 
der of  the  two  children  of  their  master,  Mr.  Mayse, 
of  Bath  county,  Va. 

Some  account  of  the  murder  has  already  been 
given  to  the  public.  On  Friday,  the  10th  of  Au- 
gust, two  little  daughters  of  Mr.  Mayse,  one  aged 
something  more  than  seven  years,  and  the  other 
probably  from  twelve  to -eighteen  months  younger, 
who  had  been  going  to  school,  for  some  time,  about 
three  quarters  of  a mile  from  their  father’s  house. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— SEPT.  15,  1638— DUTIES  ON  SILKS,  &c. 


37 


having  i'ailed  to  return  home  at  the  usual  time,  their 
mother  became  uneasy  at  their  delay,  and  caused  a 
search  to  be  made  for  them,  supposing  they  had 
strayed  off,  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  wild  ber- 
ries, and  had  lost  their  way.  Her  alarm  was  in- 
creased by  the  fact  that  her  husband  was  absent  at 
the  Hot  springs,  and  night  was  fast  approaching. 

For  some  time,  the  search  was  unsuccessful;  but 
at  length,  the  children  were  found  lying  dead  near 
the  road  by  which  their  father  must  necessarily  pass 
on  his  return  home,  with  their  throats  cut  from  ear 
to  ear.  Suspicion  soon  attached  to  three  negroes, 
viz. — a man  named  Andrew,  a woman  named  Lu- 
cinda, and  a girl,  about  14  years  old,  named  Caro- 
line— all  of  whom  belonged  to  Mr.  JMayse.  A co- 
roner’s inquest  was  held  over  the  bodies,  and  a great 
deal  of  testimony  was  examined,  which  so  con- 
firmed the  suspicions,  that  the  three  negroes  were 
arrested  and  committed  to  jail,  and  a warrant  issued 
to  convene  a court  for  their  trial  on  the  22d  of  Au- 
gust. Immediately  after  the  arrest,  Caroline,  the 
girl,  made  a disclosure,  criminating  Lucinda,  who 
was  her  own  mother,  and  the  man  named  Andrew. 

On  the  trial  which  took  place  on  the  day  above 
mentioned,  two  of  the  accused,  Andrew  and  Lu- 
cinda, were  separately  arraigned,  and  the  girl  Caro- 
line was  brought  forward  as  a witness.  Her  testi- 
mony was  to  the  following  purport: 

On  the  evening  of  the  murder,  Lucinda,  her  mo- 
ther, left  the  house  of  her  master,  forthe  ostensible 
purpose  of  gathering  blackberries.  As  she  went 
from  the  house,  she  told  the  witness  that  she  must 
go  down  towards  the  school  house,  and  meet  the 
children  as  they  came  from  school,  and  bring  them 
up  to  the  gate  over  the  hill,  and  that  she  would  show 
them  another  blackberry  patch.  The  witness  ac- 
cordingly took  the  child  of  Mr.  Mayse,  which  she 
was  nursing,  about  fifteen  months  old,  and  went  to- 
wards the  school  house  until  she  met  the  children, 
on  their  return  home. 

She  readily  persuaded  them  to  accompany  her  to 
the  place  designated,  which  was  about  400  yards 
from  the  house  of  Mr.  Mayse,  on  the  road,  and 
near  the  gate  which  led  into  one  of  the  fields.  The 
ground  on  one  side  of  the  road,  at  this  point,  was  a 
forest,  and  on  the  other  was  cleared,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  bushes,  which  had  grown  up  in  the  field. 
The  situation  was  quite  public  for  that  remote  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  as  the  road  was  occasionally  a 
good  deal  travelled. 

When  the  witness  reached  the  point  designated, 
she  found  the  prisoners,  Lucinda  and  Andrew',  wait- 
ing for  them,  the  latter  leaning  on  the  fence,  with 
his  sleeves  rolled  up  to  his  shoulders.  Almost  im- 
mediately upon  their  reaching  the  spot,  Lucinda 
seized  the  eldest  child,  who,  finding  herself  so 
roughly  handled,  begged  Lucinda  not  to  hurt  her, 
as  she  had  never  done  her  any  harm.  Lucinda 
made  no  reply  to  this  prayer  for  mercy,  but,  catch- 
ing hold  of  the  head  of  her  victim,  she  drew  it  vio- 
lently back,  so  as  to  leave  the  throat  exposed,  and, 
standing  behind  her,  held  her  firmly  in  this  position, 
until  Andrew,  with  a single  stroke  of  a shoema- 
ker’s knife,  cut  her  throat  almost  from  ear  to  ear. 

Lucinda  then  relinquished  her  hold,  and  the  poor 
little  innocent,  with  its  eyes  rolled  upwards  in 
agony,  and  with  uplifted  hands,  staggered  forward, 
describing  in  hercourse  a half  circle,  with  the  blood 
spouting  from  every  vein  and  artery,-  until  she  fell 
prostrate  upon  her  face,  and  expired  without  a 
groan.  The  other  little  victim,  terrified  beyond 
expression  at  the  horiible  scene  she  had  just  wit- 
nessed, fled  into  a corner  of  the  fence,  and,  with 
outstretched  arms,  implored  for  mercy.  But  she 
might  as  well  have  appealed  to  hungry  tigers.  An- 
drew rushed  upon  her,  dragged  her  forth  from  her 
place  of  refuge,  and  handed  her  over  to  Lucinda,  who 
held  her  in  the  same  position  in  which  her  sister 
had  met  her  horrible  fate,  and  Andrew,  with  the 
same  instrument  of  death,  to  use  the  language  of 
the  witness,  “sawed  at  her  neck  for  some  time,” 
until  the  head  was  almost  severed  from  the  body, 
and  she  fell  dead  without  a struggle. 

The  witness  stated  that  she  then  ran  away  to  the 
house,  and  did  not  know  what  the  prisoners  did  or 
where  they  went  for  some  time  afterwards. 

This  dreadful  narrative  of  the  witness  was  sus- 
tained by  all  the  circumstantial  evidence  in  the  case, 
and  by  the  testimony  of  all  the  other  witnesses  as 
to  the  collateral  facts.  Upon  an  examination  of  the 
position  of  the  bodies  of  the  children,  and  the 
wounds,  and  the  appearance  of  the  ground,  it  w'as 
found  that  every  thing  corresponded  wilh  the  state- 
ment of  the  witness.  The  body  of  the  eldest  lay 
upon  the  face,  and  the  blood  showed  that  she  must 
have  fallen  in  that  position,  as  a large  quantity  had 
flowed  from  the  wound,  and  was  found  immedi- 
ately under  the  neck. 

The  traces  of  blood  were  also  distinctly  visible, 
showing  that  she  had  staggered  forward  and  de- 
scribed a semi  circle  in  her  progress,  as  stated  by 


the  witness.  The  wounds,  too,  corresponded  with 
her  description;  for,  whilst  the  gash  in  the  throat 
of  the  elder  was  smooth,  and  not  more  than  two  or 
three  inches  in  length,  that  of  the  younger  was  rag- 
gid  and  uneven,  and  of  much  greater  depth  and 
extent. 

Words  cannot  describe  the  feeling  which  was 
produced  upon  the  bystanders  as  this  dreadful  nar- 
ration progressed,  particularly  as  the  father  and  mo- 
ther of  the  murdered  children  were  obliged  to  be 
present.  The  deepest  emotion  pervaded  the  whole 
audience.  The  counsel  were  so  much  affected  as 
to  be  compelled  from  time  to  time  to  suspend  the 
examination;  and  the  poor  mother  was  so  convuls- 
ed with  agony,  that  she  was  obliged  to  be  support- 
ed, half  fainting,  and  sobbing  as  if  her  heart  would 
break,  from  the  court  house. 

A number  of  witnesses  were  examined,  whose 
testimony'  went  to  establish  the  guilt  of  the  prison- 
ers, and  the  court  accordingly  pronounced  them 
guilty.  The  girl  Caroline  was  subsequently  ar- 
raigned and  tried.  In  consideration  ot  her  youth, 
and  of  the  full  disclosure  she  had  made,  and  from  a 
regaid  to  public  policy,  as  well  as  from  the  incon- 
clusive nature  of  the  testimony,  independently  of 
her  own  evidence,  the  court  acquitted  Caroline, 
but  bound  her  master  over  in  the  penalty  of  $ 2,000 
for  her  good  behaviour,  or,  in  other  words,  for  her 
transportation. 

The  two  negroes  convicted  of  the  murder  are  to 
executed  on  the  25th  instant. 


DUTIES  ON  SILKS,  &c. 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Post. 

New  York,  Sept.  5,  1S33. 
Jesse  Hoyt,  esq.  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York: 
Sir:  At  a meeting  of  the  merchants,  held  on  the 
31st  of  August,  respecting  the  change  in  the  rate  of 
duties  recently  made  on  imported  articles,  the  un- 
dersigned were  appointed  a committee  to  attend  to 
the  subject.  We  learn  that  duties  are  now  demand- 
ed on  the  following  articles,  viz: 

Silk  veils,  Silk  laces, 

Silk  gloves,  Silk  Italian  cravats, 

Silkhoisery,  Silk  scarfs, 

Silk  galloons,  Silk  fancy  hdk’fs, 

Silk  bindings,  Silk  braids, 

Linen  sheetings.  Linen  Russia  sheeting, 

Russia  linen  diapers,  Twilled  sacking. 

You  will  oblige  us  by  informing  us  by  what  law’ 
these  new  rates  of  duty  are  demanded?  and  whether 
you  have  received  any  circular  from  the  treasury- 
department  directing  you  to  demand  said  duties? 
and,  if  you  have  received  any  such  circular  or  in- 
structions, that  you  will  favor  us  with  a copy  or 
copies  of  the  same  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

We  are,  sir,  very  respectfully', 

Your  obedient  servants, 

Robert  Jaffray,  Thomas  Denny, 

C.  Swan,  . Charles  Brugiere, 

H Paillett,  John  A.  Underwood, 

J.  GRAvrLLON,  A.  Whitney. 


Custom  house,  collector's  office, 

September  6,  1S38. 

Gentlemen:  I received  y'our  communication  of 
the  5th  instant,  a few  minutes  after  3 o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  I had  not,  therefore,  the  opportunity 
to  reply  to  it  till  this  morning. 

You  inquire,  in  substance,  what  the  rates  of  du- 
ties are  on  certain  articles. 

If  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  send  me  your 
invoices,  and  the  sample  of  y'our  goods,  I will  refer 
them  to  the  appraisers’,  who  are  by  the  law  made 
the  judges  of  the  fact  in  such  cases,  and  upon  the 
coming  in  of  their  report,  I will  apply  the  law  to 
the  facts,  and  if  I am  wrong  in  that  application, 
you  have  various  modes  of  redress.  You  can,  in 
the  first  place,  appeal  to  my  superiors  in  office  for 
the  correction  of  any  error  I may  commit.  You  can, 
in  like  manner,  have  recourse  to  the  courts  of  law, 
which  are  always  open  to  you;  and  lastly,  you  can 
apply  to  congress,  who  ?,re  supposed  on  all  occa- 
sions to  be  willing  to  dispense  justice  to  the  high- 
est and  the  humblest  individual  in  the  land.  When 
I inform  you  that  I will  pronounce  the  law  upon 
the  facts  reported  by  the  appraisers,  I mean  to  be 
understood  as  saying  that  I consider  this  law  para- 
mount to  all  “circulars,”  and  by  that  I should  go- 
vern myself. 

Under  this  view  of  your  rights  and  my  duties,  I 
hold  that  it  is  as  improper  for  you  to  ask  for  copies 
of  my  instructions,  as  it  would  be  forme  to  ask  for 
the  examination  of  your  books  of  correspondence; 
for  in  the  request  you  make,  it  isdmplied  that  I am 
acting  without  authority. 

I have  now  replied  to  such  parts  of  your  letter  as 
I am  called  upon  to  reply  to:  but  I do  not  choose  to 
stop  here.  It  is  well  that  we  should  understand  our 
relative  positions,  and  our  respective  rights  andob- 
ligations.  I am  instructed — and,  without  instiuc- 


tions,  it  would  be  my  duty  as  a public  servant,  and 
no  less  a duty  than  it  is  my  pride  and  happiness — to 
give  all  possible  facilities  to  the  fair  trader  in  the 
transaction  of  his  business  at  this  office;  but  1 am 
nevertheless  entitled  to  be  treated  fairly  and  ho- 
nestly by  those  with Whom  I am  brought  in  con- 
tact, and  especially  while  in  the  office  appropriated 
to  the  transaction  of  the  public  business,  and  that 
those  who  come  there  to  do  business  should  not  vio- 
late the  common  decencies  and  proprieties  of  life. 
This  violation  has  been  committed  by  one  of  your 
number,  Mr.  John  A.  Underwood.  He  has,  also, 
instead  of  seeking  the  redress  I pointed  out,  made 
his  appeal  through  a violent  party  newspaper,  and 
has  been  the  cause  of  having  published  a statement 
affecting  my  official  conduct,  utterly  untrue,  which 
he  has  repeatedly  promised  to  have  corrected,  but 
has  omitted  to  do  it.  By  your  association  with 
such  an  individual,  I might  assume  that  you  sanc- 
tion his  course;  though,  from  my  personal  acquain- 
tance with  most  of  you,  and  from  the  estimation  in 
which  I have  hitherto,  and  perhaps  ought  now  to 
hold  you,  I shall  not  do  you  the  injustice  even  to 
assume  that  you  gave  this  sanction. 

I will  not  spare  time  or  labor  in  my  endeavors  to 
promote  the  interests  and  facilitate  the  business  of 
the  merchants  of  this  city,  in  which  I feel  a just 
pride,  and  with  which  my  own  interests  are  so 
deeply  involved. 

A vast  majority  of  you  have  entered  goods  at  the 
custom  house  within  the  last  ten  days,  and  know, 
as  well  as  I do,  the  rate  of  duties  charged  on  the 
articles  referred  to  by  you,  and  you  also  know  upon 
what  reasons,  and  by  what  authority,  these  duties 
have  been  charg’d;  your  letter  must  therefore  have 
been  written  (or  some  unexplained  object. 

I am  led  to  think  thus,  as  you  do  not  express  any 
wish  to  found  an  entry  of  goods  on  any  information 
I may  give  you,  and  as  a personal  application  at  the 
custom  house  is  the  proper  place  to  seek  informa- 
tion on  such  a subject,  I decline  making  any  other 
written  answer  to  your  application  than  here  stated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obd’t  serv’t, 

J.  HOYT,  collector. 

To  Messrs.  Robert  Jaffray,  C.  Swan,  Chas.  Bru- 
giere, John  A.  Underwood,  A.  Whitney,  Thos. 

Denny,  H.  Paillet,  J.  Gravillon. 

The  above  letter  of  Mr.  Hoyt  elicited  an  answer 
from  Mr.  Underwood,  who,  after  replying  to  Hoyt’s 
doctrine,  thus  notices  that  portion  of  the  letter 
which  is  personal  to  himself. 

He  charges  me  with  having  “violated  the  com- 
mon decencies  and  proprieties  ot  life,  and  with 
having  appealed  through  a violent  party  paper  to 
the  justice  of  iny  fellow-citizens.”  I shall  show 
how  true  this  is  in  a few  words.  I had  occasion  to 
enter  certain  silk  laces  per  ship  Gladiator,  and  they 
demanded  a duty  of  twelve  and  a half  per  cent,  on 
all  of  them,  and  compelled  me  to  give  bonds  tor 
the  same — this  was  on  Thursday,  and  on  Saturday 
I met  an  importing  merchant,  who  informed  me 
that  he  had  entered  similar  goods  the  day  after  free 
of  duly.  On  asking  him  the  reason  why  this  ex- 
traordinary distinction  had  taken  place  in  the  entry 
of  our  respective  goods,  he  replied  with  a smile — 
“7  cannot  tell,  except  that  I am  a good  locofoco!”  I 
then  felt  it  my  duty  as  a citizen  to  inquire  at  the 
custom  house  why  this  marked  and  illegal  distinc- 
tion was  made,  why  1 was  compelled  to  bond  for 
duties  one  day,  while  another  merchant  the  next 
day  was  permitted  to  have  his  goods  free  of  duty. 

I did  not  see  the  collector,  but  saw  Dr.  Ferguson, 
the  deputy.  He  could  give  me  no  reason  or  satis- 
faction on  the  subject,  and  smarting  under  this  in- 
justice, this  manifestly  illegal  course,  I said  some- 
what warmly',  “I  know  of  no  reason  but  that  I am 
a whig,  and  the  other  thus  favored  is  a locofoco." 
We  both  grew  warm,  and  in  consequence  ot  de- 
fending my  own  rights  and  property  ori  the  spot  in 
this  manner,  the  collector  charges  me  with  having 
“violated  the  common  decencies  and  proprieties  of 
life,”  that  is  to  say,  I am  to  submit  to  the  despotic 
will  of  the  collector,  who  says  to  me,  “ pay  duly  for 
your  goods,  sir,”  while  to  another  merchant,  im- 
porting similar  goods,  he  says,  “take  them  away, 
they  are  free." 

The  collector  says,  instead  of  seeking  the  redress 
he  pointed  out,  I appeal  through  the  columns  ot  a 
violent  party  paper. 

The  collector  never  pointed  out  to  me  any  mode 
of  redress — I could  get  no  satisfaction  at  all.  I 
made  him  no  promise,  as  he  says,  to  correct  any 
statement  I had  made  to  him.  All  I did  say  to 
one  of  the  deputies  was  simply  this — that  I never 
said  that  my  being  a whig  was  the  reason  why  I 
was  charged  duty — but  that  I could  give  no  other 
reason  for  it,  and  I was  willing  to  make  this  expla- 
nation, but  no  farther. 

But  admitting  that  under  this  injustice  I had  ex- 
pressed myself  with  too  much  warmth — admitting 
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that  I had  not  altogether,  and  under  all  circnm-f 
stances,  comported  myself  with  that  proper  respect 
due  to  public  functionaries — for  be  it  understood 
that  throughout  the  whole  dispute,  1 never  saw  Mr. 
Hoyt.  I ask,  is  the  collector  to  shelter  himself  un- 
der this  miserable  personal  excuse  lor  assuming 
powers  not  delegated  to  him  by  his  “superiors?” 
Is  he  to  say  to  the  merchants,  “It  is  my  will  that 
you  pay  duty  on  free  goods.  I care  not  for  any  cir- 
culars. 1 am  the  judge  of  the  law  and  the  fact, 
because,  gentlemen,  one  of  your  fraternity  has  been 
rather  rude  to  one  of  iny  deputies.”  Such  is  Mr. 
Hoyt’s  apology  and  explanation  to  the  merchants 
tor  his  illegal  conduct. 

JOHN  A.  UNDERWOOD. 


THE  DRY  ROT. 

From  the  Baltimore  American. 

The  marine  establishment  of  our  country  has  no 
more  fatal  enemy  than  what  is  termed  the  dry  rot 
in  timbpr,  and  we  know  of  nothing  which  would 
be  prod  net  i\  e ofgreater  practical  benefit  than  the  in- 
vention of  a method  by  which  it  may  be  prevented. 
The  writer  of  an  article  in  Silliman’s  Journal  for 
April  last  presents  some  valuable  facls  connected 
with  the  subject,  the  deductions  to  be  drawn  from 
wdiich  may  be  productive  of  highly  beneficial  re- 
sults. After  adverting  to  the  superiority  of  the 
timber  ui  ancient  times  over  that  of  the  present 
day  in  point  of  durability,  as  a matter  ascertained, 
the  writer  proceeds  to  assign  for  it  a reason  which, 
he  thinks,  is  to  be  found  in  the  time  of  the  year  at 
which  the  wood  is  cut.  An  opinion  has  long  pre- 
vailed that  the  winter  is  the  proper  season  for  cut- 
ting ship  timber,  but  if  the  view  of  the  correspon- 
dent of  the  Journal  be  correct,  this  long  received 
notion  is  erroneous.  To  prove  this,  he  adduces 
facts  that  have  cotne  under  his  own  observation, 
which  go  to  show  that  so  far  from  its  being  proper 
to  cut  the  wood  intended  for  ship  building,  in  the 
winter  months,  the  more  remote  the  time  of  cutting 
is  from  mid-winter  or  December,  the  better.  He 
states  that  in  the  year  I S 1 9 he  had  under  his  direc- 
tion the  preparation  of  the  timber  for  a freighting 
ship,  and  that  he  caused  it  to  be  cut  during  the 
month  of  December  of  that  year.  At  a subsequent 
period  it  was  ascertained  that  additional  pieces 
were  required,  some  of  those  cut  in  the  first  in 
stance  not  being  fit  for  the  purpose.  At  the  time 
when  the  last  cutting  took  place  the  leaves  were 
full  grown  and  the  bark  would  peel.  In  July  1811, 
the  vessel  was  launched,  and  in  the  following  au- 
tumn was  sent  to  sea,  and  after  the  declaration  of  war 
was  despatched  to  Middletown,  Connecticut,  where 
she  remained  until  the  peace  in  1815.  In  the 
spring  of  the  latter  year,  when  she  was  to  be  fitted 
out  for  service,  on  examination  it  was  found  that 
the  timbers  which  had  been  cut  in  December  were 
so  much  affected  by  dry  rot  as  to  render  rebuilding 
to  a great  extent  indispensable,  whilst  the  pieces 
prepared  when  the  trees  were  in  foliage  were  per- 
fectly sound.  Such  was  the  perfect  condition  of 
the  timbers  prepared  in  summer  that  the  spikes 
which  had  been  inserted  appeared  on  being  drawn 
out  perfectly  bright,  those  which  had  been  driven 
into  the  winter-cut  portions  being  oxydized  to  a 
great  extent.  The  ship  sunk  some  years  afterwards 
at  sea,  a miserable  hulk,  in  consequence,  as  the 
writer  thinks,  of  the  rottenness  of  the  portion  of 
her  bottom  which  had  remained  untouched  at  the 
time  she  was  repaired. 

A case  so  striking,  induced  our  author  to  believe 
that  the  common  opinions  about  winter  cutting 
were  erroneous,  and  caused  him  to  make  some  ex- 
periments in  order  to  test  the  correctness  of  his 
views.  Believing  that  the  sap  was  the  cause  of 
the  dry  rot,  arid  being  doubtful  of  the  correctness 
of  the  botanical  theory,  according  to  which  it  is 
supposed  that  the  sap  recedes  to  the  roots  during 
the  winter,  he  took,  in  June  1815,  some  pieces  of 
oak  cut  in  June,  which  he  placed  over  a fire.  He 
found  as  the  heat  increased,  that  on  the  ends  of  the 
sficks  there  appeared  a wet  circle  describing  the 
exact  thickness  of  the  alburnum  or  portion  of  wood 
outside  of  the  heart,  and  that  steam  rushed  vio- 
lently from  the  tubes  of  that  part,  whilst  there  was 
but  a slight  appearance  of  vapor  over  the  heart- 
wood.  In  December  of  the  same  year  he  tried  a 
similar  experiment,  and  found  the  steam  to  issue 
from  the  heartvvood;  whilst  the  alburnum  remained 
perfectly  dry.  From  these  experiments  it  appeared 
evident  that  in  summer  the  sap  is  in  the  alburnum 
atid  in  winter  in  the  heartwood,  whither  it  had  been 
conveyed  by  some  process  of  nature  not  understood, 
and  not  in  the  roots  ns  had  been  supposed.  Sub- 
sequent observations  have  proved  to  the  writer  that 
when  growing  trees  are  trimmed  in  summer  the 
rot  which  ensues  begins  in  the  alburnum,  whilst  in 
those  trimmed  in  winter  the  decay  takes  place  first 
in  the  heartwopd.  In  further  support  of  the  new 
theory,  reference  is  made  to  the  fact  that  chesnut 


rails,  which  are  usually  made  in  summer,  last  a I 
great  number  of  years,  whilst  posts  of  the  same  I 
material,  which  are  generally  prepared  in  winter,  rot 
in  seven  or  eight  years.  As  a mode  of  ascertaining 
the  season  at  which  the  ancients  cut  their  trees,  it  is 
suggested  that  on  examination  of  ancient  timber  it 
will  appear  that  the  powder  post,  as  it  is  called,  and 
the  dry  rot,  will  be  found  in  the  alburnum,  and  that 
the  interior  of  the  heartwood  will  be  found  perfectly 
unaffected.  The  following  experiment  is  mentioned 
as  illustrative  of  the  effect  produced  on  the  outer 
or  inner  portion  of  the  wood  according  to  the  sea- 
son of  cutting.  Take  two  sapplings  one  of  which 
has  been  cut  in  June  and  one  in  December,  By- 
placing  a piece  of  each  in  the  garret  and  a piece  of 
each  in  the  cellar,  it  will  be  found  in  about  three 
years  that  in  the  garret  the  powder  post  will  have 
appeared  in  the  alburnum  of  the  one  cut  in  June, 
and  in  the  heartwood  of  that  cut  in  December, 
whilst,  in  I he  cellar,  the  dry  rot  will  exisl  in  accor- 
dance with  the  same  rule.  The  conclusion  to 
which  the  writer  comes  is,  that  June  is  the  best 
time  for  cutting  ship  timber,  and  that  in  proportion 
as  we  recede  from  that  month  will  be  its  liability  to 
decay.  The  subject  is  one  of  vast  practical  impor- 
tance, and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  per- 
ishable char  acter  of  the  wood  of  our  country  used 
for  ships  is  to  be  attributed  in  a very  great  degree 
to  the  fact  of  its  being  cut  in  winter. 


TOBACCO  STATISTICS. 

The  following  valuable  article  in  reference  to 
the  tobacco  trade  is  copied  from  the  Richmond 
Compiler.  It  is  said  to  have  been  made  up  by  one 
of  the  most  intelligent  merchants  of  that  city,  after 
much  patient  research,  and  should  be  preserved 
for  reference  hy  those  interested  in  the  trade. 
TOBACCO  ItEPOBT. 

A table  of  inspections,  exports  and.  stocks  of  Virginia 
Tobacco;  exports  of  Maryland,  and  New  Orleans; 
stocks  of  Europe,  1st  January. 
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In  the  year  1622,  there  was  not  made  in  Virgi- 
nia more  than  60,000  lbs.  tobacco,  (taken  from  a 
letter  of  the  governor  of  Virginia,  dated  James 
city,  January,  1622.)  In  1639,  the  grand  assembly 
of  Virginia  passed  a law  complaining  of  the  ex- 
cessive quantity  of  tobacco  planted  that  year,  and 
several  years  previous,  and  among  other  matters, 
ordered  that  all  the  tobacco  planted  this  year  and 
the  preceding  two  years,  be  absolutely-  destroyed 
and  burned,  excepting  and  reserving  so  much,  in 
equal  proportion  to  each  planter,  as  shall  make  in 
the  whole  just  the  quantity  120,000  lbs.  stripped 
and  smoothed;  and  in  consequence  of  this  law, 
every  creditor  of  the  planters  was  compelled  to  re- 
ceive 40  lbs.  Tobacco,  stripped  and  smoothed,  in 
full  satisfaction  for  every  100  lbs.  previous  to  the 
date  of  this  law  due  him. 

The  yearly  average  of  exports  of  tobacco  for  10 
years  ending  1709,  were  28.85S,666  lbs.,  of  which 
11,260,659  lbs.  were  annually  consumed  in  Great 
Britain,  and  17,998,007  lbs.  in  other  countries  in 
Europe;  in  1744  and  1766,  the  annua!  average  ex- 
ploitation was  40,000.000  Ihs.,  of  which  7,000, 000 
lbs.  were  consumed  in  G.  Britain,  and  33, ( 00,000 
in  other  European  countries. 

The  average  exportation  from  1768  to  1770  was 
67,780  hhds.  In  1772,  ’73,  ’74,  ’75,  the  yearly 
average  export  was  99  374  hhds. 

In  1776,  ’77,  ’78.  ’79.  ’80,  ’8J,  ’82,  the  average 
yearly  export  was  99,374  hhds. 

In  1787,  ’88,  ’89,  the  yearly  export  was  89,103 
hhds.  or  89,103,666  lbs.  ' 

In  1790,  118,460  hhds.  In  1791,  101,272  hhds. 
In  1792,  112,428  hhds. 

In  1793,  59,947  hhds.  In  1794,  72,958  hhds.  In 
1795,  61,050. 


In  1796  and  ’97,  69,000  hhds.  In  ’97,  58,000 
hhds.  In  1798,  68,000  hhds. 

In  1799,  96,000  hhds.  In  1800,78,000  hhds.  In 
1801,  103,000  hhds. 


In  1802,  ’03,  ’04,  ’05  and  ’06,  the  averages  were 
about  80,000  hhds. 

In  1807,  (Berlin  and  Milan  decrees)  62,000  hhds. 
In  1808,  (embargo)  9,756  hhds.  In  1809,  53,- 
000  hhds.  In  1810,  84,134  hhds. 

In  1811,  35,828  hhds.  In  1812,  26,000  hhds.  In 
1813,  5,314.  (Three  years  war.) 


In  1814,  2,125  hhds. 
In  1816,  69,000  hhds. 
In  1818,  84,000  hhds. 
In  1820,  S4,0(!0  hhds. 
In  1822,  8.300  hhds. 
In  1824,  77.000  hhds. 
In  1826,  64,000  hhds. 
In  1828,  96,000  hhds. 
In  18.30,  83.000  hhds. 
In  1S32,  106,000  hhds. 
In  1834,  87.000  hhds. 
In  1S36,  89,000  hhds. 
Previous  to  the  year 
year  1815,  the  average  ex- 
lbs.  and  for  the  years 


In  1815,  8,500  hhds. 

In  1817,  68,000  htid3. 

In  1819,  69,000- hhds. 

In  1S21,  66.000  hhds. 

In  1823,  99,000  hhds. 

In  1825,  75,000  hhds. 

In  1827,  100,000  hhds. 

In  1829,  77,000  hhds. 

In  1S31,  86.000  hhds. 

In  1833,  83,000  hhds. 

In  1835,  94,000  hhds. 

In  1837,  100,000  hhds. 
1835,  going  back  to  the 
port  was  about  99,000,000 
1772,  ’73,  ’74,  and  ’75, 


99,000,000. 


MR.  FAIRFIELD’S  LETTER 

IN  REBLY  TO  THE  SOMERSETT  ANTI -SLAVERY 
COMMITTEE. 

Saco,  August,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  nit.  pro- 
posing certain  inquiries  to  me  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  has  been  received  and  I embrace 
the  earliest  moment  to  reply  that  my  convenience 
would  permit.  I do  this,  however,  without  intend- 
ing to  recognize  any  'right  on  your  part  to  propose 
these  interrogations,  or  corresponding  obligation  on 
my  part  to  answer  them;  inasmuch,  as  it  is  believed 
you  are  not  seeking,  as  electors,  for  information  to 
aid  you  in  forming  opinions  and  to  guide  you  in 
your  votes  lor  a chief  magistrate,  but  that  jou  are 
my  political  opponents,  seeking  for  some  weapon  by 
which  I may  be  assailed,  and  the  success  ol  the  de- 
mocratic party,  in  the  approaching  contest,  pre- 
vented. And  inasmuch,  also,  as  I am  not  aware 
that,  however  well  fuiinded  may  be  the  opinions 
yon  have  advanced,  they  can  ever  become  a basis 
for  the  official  action  of  the  executive  government 
of  a state. 

I But  waiving  all  objections,  I will  proceed  to  state 
iny  views  upon  the  main  subject  of  inquiry  as  briefly 
as  may  be: — and  if  they  should  not  contain  so  full  a 
nutice  of  all  the  abstract  propositions  slated  by  you 
as  was  expected,  they  will,  I trust,  be  sufficiently 
full  lor  ail  practical  purposes. 

Slavery,  as  it  exists  in  the  United  States,  I bold 
to  be  a moral  and.  political  evil;  and  both  in  princi- 
ple and  feeling,  am  now  and  ever  have  been,  utterly 
opposed  to  it.  Its  entire  abolition  could  afford  to  no 
one  sincerer  pleasure  than  to  myself.  But  how 
♦shall  this  be  effected? — and  by  whom?  And  here  I 
am  constrained  to  say,  that,  in  iny  opinion,  many  of 
the  measures  eff  the  anti-slavery  societies  and  lead- 
ing abolitionists,  upon  the  subject,  are  sanctioned 
neither  by  good  sense,  wise  policy,  or  a just  regard 
for  tile  l ights  of  others.  By  this  however,  I would 
not  be  understood  as  impugning  the  motives  of  all 
who  are  abolitionists;  for  I am  happy  to  believe,  that, 
while  some  of  them  are  disposed  to  turn  the  excite- 
ment upon  this  subject  to  political  account,  others 
are  actuated  by  the  purest  spirit  of  philanthropy. 

The  general  government  is  one  of  limited  powers. 
Prior  to  the  confederation  of  the  states,  they  were 
entirely  independent  of  each  other;  haring  the 
power  to  create  such  institutions  and  establish  such 
laws  and  regulations  as  they  might  deem  best.  In 
forming  a confederated  government,  their  indepen- 
dence of  each  other  w7as  not  affected  except  to  the 
extent  of  the  powers  granted  to  the  government  of 
the  whole  by  the  compact  between  them.  What 
was  not  granted  in  the  constitution  was  expressly 
reserved  to  the  states  respectively  or  to  the  people. 
No  power  over  the  domestic  institutions  of  a state 
having  been  granted,  the  general  government  clear- 
ly has° no  right  to  intermeddle  with,  much  less  to 
abolish,  them. 

Further  than  this — when  the  constitution  was 
formed,  we  expressly  recognized  the  institutions  of 
slavery,  and  based  several  of  the  provisions  of  that 
instrument  upon  it.  If,  therefore,  the  power  was 
less  doubtful  than  it  is,  we  could  not  interfere  with 
slavery,  against  the  consent  of  the  states  in  which 
it  exists,  without  at  least  a violation  of  good  faith. 

In  recard  to  slavery  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, it  seems  to  ine,  that  if  the  power  of  the  general 
government  over  it  was  beyond  all  question,  it 
would  nevertheless  be  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
abolish  it.  At  present,  so  much  sensitiveness  upon 
this  subject  prevails  in  the  southern  states,  that  I 
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time  of  the  leaving  of  the  hall  of  representatives  bv 
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made  without  endangering  the  safety  of  the  union 
-—and  this,  so  far  from  promoting  the  emancipation 
of  slaves  generally,  would  probably  tend  to  rivet 
their  chains  more  permanently,  and  pm  mips  to  a >■- 
gravate  the  severity  of  their  bondage;  besides,  there 
is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  measure  would  li- 
berate a single  slave  even  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, as  they  would  unquestionably  all  be  removed 
into  the  slaveholding  states. 

While  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  I cannot 
forbear  to  quote  a passage  from  a late  publication 
by  a New  England  Divine  of  great  learning  and  emi- 
nence formerly  a Baptist  clergyman  in  Boston,  now 
president  of  a university. 

He  says,  “Nor  again,  can  I perceive  the  utility 
of  a system  of  societies,  affiliated,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose ol  circulating  truth  at  the  south,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  exciting  and  agitating  the  people  at  the 
north.  The  only  advantage  which  can  be  expected 
to  result  from  this  measure,  is  the  increase  of  abo- 
lition votes.  But  this  is  a matter,  as  we  have  at- 
tempted to  show,  with  which  votes  have  nothing  to 
do,  inasmuch,  as  it  is  a question,  over  which,  as  citi- 
zens, we  have  no  control.  Ju  the  mean  time,  the 
very  attempt  to  multiply  votes,  on  this  question 
cannot  but  beget  in  the  minds  of  the  south,  the 
suspicion  that  we  intend  to  interfere  in  this  very 
manner;  that  is,  in  a manner,  at  variance  with 
our  constitutional  obligations.  The  least  suspi- 
cion of  tills  nature,  must  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  render  all  our  arguments  useless,  and  make 
our  very  appeal  to  men’s  understandings  and  con- 
sciences a positive  annoyance.  And  Fn  so  far  as 
ir  . i6n  ab,e  to  discover,  such  has  been  the 
effect  ol  the  system  of  affiliated  abolition  societies. 

1 hpy  have  already  become  the  tools  of  third-rate  po- 
liticians. They  have  raised  a violent  agitation, 
wit.iout  presenting  any  definite  means  of  constitu- 
tionally accomplishing  their  object.  In  the  mean 
time,  as  combination  on  the  one  side,  always  pro- 
duces combination  on  the  other,  they  have  embit- 
tered the  feelings  of  the  south.  They  have,  for  the 
present,  at  east,  rendered  any  open  and  calm  dis- 
cussion ol  this  subject  in  the  slaveholding  states  ut- 
terly impossible.  They  have  rivetteri,  indefinitely 
the  bonds  ol  the  slave,  in  those  very  slates  in  which 
they  were,  a few  years  since,  falling  oil;  and  evp-v 
where  throughout  the  south,  they  have  rendered  the 
seivitude  of  the  enslaved  vastly  more  rigorous  than 
it  ever  was  before.” 

This  language  may  perhaps  be  regarded  bv  vou 
as  inclining  somewhat  to  severity,  but  it  appears  t0 
me  nevertheless,  (o  contain  much  that  is  just  and 
true  Bui  as  a matter  of  right  may  we  not  freely 
speak  and  publish  our  sentiments  upon  this  subject 
whether  well  or  ill  founded,  or  the  promulgation  of 
them  be  judicious  or  otherwise?— Certainly— limit- 
ed only  by  a correct  moral  sense,  and  by ’the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  constitution. 

You  also  call  my  attention  to  the  right  of  petition 

AH'  1 l)  rri  MAnmr  aI  fLic?  ftni,A..i„..:i..  < . 


the  southern  members — ol  their  subsequent  private 
meetings— of  the  long,  angry  and  bitter  discussion 
that  must  have  followed  the  action  of  the  house  upon 
these  petitions,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  business, 
, ■ ccc.,  I forbear  to  speak,  as  those  circumstances 
relate  merely  to  the  expediency  of  my  vote  upon  the 
question  under  consideration. 

Hoping  (hat  you  are  not.  among  the  number  of 
those  who  have  endeavored  lo  pervert  this  vote,  and 
to  m name  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  theunin- 
I ormed,  against  those  who  felt  it  to  be  their  solemn 
fluty  thus  to  act,  I subscr  be  myself, 

Your  fellow-citizen, 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD. 

Messrs.  Eleazer  Coburn,  Josiuh  P.-et,  A.  Drinkwa- 
tei,  G.  A.  Hathaway,  D.  B.  Randall,  executive 
committee,  &c. 


LIMITS  OF  LOUISIANA  AND  FLORIDA 
Department  of  state,  Washington,  July  6,  1838. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  U.  S.  , ^ mi.-  miuj  aim  miima,  ana  citizens  gene- 

1 he  secretary  of  state,  who  has  been  directed,  l>y  I ^ v are  solicited  to  participate  by  their  aid  in 
ol  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  I , accomplishment  of  this  laudable  work,  which 
m i~.».  “whether  there  is.  or,1 '“I  be  denied  one  of  national  interest.  Mr.  J 


It  is  with  melancholy  satisfaction  (hat  we  call  the 
attention  ol  every  generous  heart  in  America,  who 
is  proud  ol  the  gallantry  of  his  countrymen  and 
their  heroic  devotion,  to  the  subjoined  communica- 
tion, disclosing  a most  munificent  plan  ol  the  ter- 
iitoiial  council  ol  Florida  to  erect  a monumental  in- 
stitution to  I he  memory  of  our  biave  dead,  who  have 
perished  in  the  sanguinary  war  with  the  Seminoles, 
carried  on  for  years  past  in  the  hammocks  and  ever- 
glades ol  that  country. 

1 heie  is  not  a state  scarely  that  does  not  mourn 
an  honored  son  in  that  field  of  death.  Florida,  justly 
deeming  what  is  called  the  Dade  massacre,  as  of  all 
other  deeds  perlbrined  (here  by  our  tioops,  the  one  of 
mate  dess  devotion  to  country,  equalled  only  by  that 
ol  I hermopj  la>,  proposes  to  found  a mental  monu- 
ment where  the  orphans  of  the  dead  shall  he  in- 
structed, and  t he  virtues  and  bravery  of  their  laihers 
be  forever  honored,  to  he  called  the  Dade  Institu- 
tion. It  is  to  be  ol  noble  stuicture,  and  adorned 
wil  l memorials  of  the  deceased.  Congress  is  ap- 
pealed lo  for  a suitable  grant  of  land,  and  the  sym- 
pathies ot  the  army  and  militia,  and  citizens  gene- 


a resolution  ot  

28th  ot  May,  to  communicate 


not,  evidence  on  file  in  the  department  of  state.  4”  F-  Norman  is  appointed  president  ol  the  institu- 
showing  that  the  government  of  Spain,  after  the  | llon’  *°  whom  all  persons  are  requested  lo  address 
treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  concluded  on  the  1st  day  of  I a,1T . communication  they  have  to  make,  directing 
October,  in  the  year  1800,  betweenSpainandFrar.ee,  to ’V."1  at  Washington  city,  or  Tallahassee,  Florida 
did  not  continue  to  claim  all  the  territory  south  of  1 be  orphans  of  all  who  have  died  in  Florida  for 
the  3 1st  degree. of  north  latitude,  and  east  and  north  I * lei1  co,,,^ry»  officers  and  soldiers,  and  seamen,  are 


of  the  island  of  Orleans,  lying  between  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Perdido  rivers,  as  forming  a part  of  the 
province  of  West  Florida,  until  the  execution  oflhe 
treaty  between  Spain  ami  the  United  States,  on  the 
22d  day  ol  the  month  of  February,  in  the  year  1818; 
and  whether  Spain  did  not  continue  to  hold  posses- 
sion of  said  territory,  and  exercise  actual  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  same,  until  about  the  year  1810;  also, 
whether  there  is,  or  not,  evidence  on  file  showing 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  protested 
or  remonstrated  against  the  claim  or  right  set  up  by 
France  to  the  aforesaid  territory,  under  the  treaty 
between  France  and  the  United'  States  on  the  30th 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  1803,  ceding  Louisiana; 
ami,  il  any  such  documents  or  evidence  do  exist, 
that  then  the  said  secretary  communicate  the  same 
to  tn is  house,  together  w ith  all  the  documents  on 
file,  showing  the  time  and  mariner  of  takivg  pos- 
session of  said  territory  by  the  United  States”— has 
the  honor  to  report  that  ail  the  evidence  of  any  im 


j ■ cwiMii.io,  ccuiucii,  rtj  c 

as  a matter  ot  course,  lo  partake  fully  of  the  bene- 
fits  ol  the  institution. 

The  writer  ol"  the  following  letter  has  received 
from  the  governor  and  legislative  councils  ol  Florida 
a resolution  instructing  the  delegate  Irom  that  ter- 
ritory in  congress,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  grant  of  a 
township  ol  land  tor  the  establishment  of  the  insti- 
tute described  below.  It  is  an  object  appealing  at 
once  to  humanity  and  patriotism,  and  is  entitled 
therefore  to  the  public  consideration  [Boston  paper. 

lo  the  survivors  and  relatives  of  the  dead  of  the 
Pulaski  To  say  that  I join  you  in  grief  for  the 
dead  ot  the  Pulaski,  in  which  grief  a nation  joins 
you,  is  uttering  the  sentiments  of  my  heait— a 
heart  not  unused  to  griefs— you  will  therefore  excuse 
me,  should  there  appear  any  thing  irrelevant,  in 
Wfial  I am  about  to  suggest. 

You  are  hereby  apprised  of  whaf  Florida  would 
endeavor  to  do— raise  a Westminster  in  America  to 

the  brave  dead  who  have  fallen  in  her  defence 

charitably  educate  the  orphans,  made  orphans  bv 


’ r . iiiou,  vui,  hi,  t 

No.  ^36,  page  394,  anil  doc.  No.  248,  page  571. 

--  - ....  ui  Fiiuon  From  the  examination  of  these  documents,  in  con- 

■rml  1 a n happy  ot  this  opportunity  to  express  inv  !.'rX10p  w !,b  a bew  o|bers  ol  little  importance  on  the 
cred  regard  for  it;  and  avow  my  intention,  as  it  °*  ( 16  department,  the  secretary  of  state  be- 
has  heretofore  been,  to  do  nothing  which  should’ "in  I !le' ’,*?  ,llai  ,he  government  of  Spain,  after  the  treaty 

. ! by  Fi  ance,  claimed  all  the  territory  south  of  the 


portance  on  the  files  of  the  department,  in  relation  cb°i itably  ed  — 

to  the  foregoing  inquiries,  has  been  heretofore  com  j 1 . Seminole  war,  and  in  the  combination  of  We-t- 
munieated  to  congress,  and  will  be  found  published  "llnster  Ybbey  and  Westminster  School,  raise  a 
in  Gales  & Seaton’s  American  State  Papers,  series  YPfk  Pl1e.nsallf  to  the  heart  and  deligiitlul  to  the  un 
Foreign  Relations,  vol.  ii,  doc.  No.  182,  pa«-e  506 
and  doc.  No.  190,  page  613.  Also,  vol.  iii.  doc’ 


sac  re 


derslanding 

Now  what  I would  respectfully  suggest  to  you  is 
Ibis.  You  are  about  being  consulted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  a proper  monument  to  the  dead  of 
the  Pulaski.  This  is  noble  and  proper.  To  do  less 
would  be  injustice  to  the  living,  as  well  as  iimrati- 

...  6 ~u,o„  - <-  nrrti y tnde  to.,be  dead,  for  virtue  is  strengthened  by  the 

anyway  infringe  upon  or  impair  it.  My  course  ! by  * iance>  claimed  all  the  territory  south  of the  31st  leint;"!b,ance  °t  the  virtues  of  the  dead,  and  thereby 
upon  t ii  is  subject  [ think,  lias  boen  grossly  misre-  j north  latitude,  and  east  and  north  of  the  *,ie  ,s  benefited.  Savannah  is  proposed  as  a 

presented.  I voted  for  the  “Patton  resolution”  as  I 18,3,1,1  ot  Orleans,  lying  between  the  Mississippi  ! ProPer  position  where  to  place  a monument,  and 
it  is  called;  but  this,  in  no  sense  was  the  denial  of  a . • Perdido  rivers,  as  forming  a part  ofthe  province  J coireclly  so.  In  every  state  in  the  union,  aggrieved 
the  right,  of  petition.  When  (he  question  of  receivin'?  VVest  Florida,  until  the  execution  ol  the  treaty  the.  loss  ol  citizens,  by  the  destruction  of  the 
,u:_  ' " as  manifestly  in°-  between  Spain,  and  the  United  States,  on  they’d  Fulatki,  should  monuments  be  raised,  and  poor  de- 
February,  1819.  That  the  said  territory  wa  ' ' ’ 


petitions  was  raised,  this  right  was  manifestly  in- 
volved in  the  decision— and  upon  this  question  I al- 
ways voted  against  the  south,  and  in  favor  of  recep- 
tion. Alter  they  were  received  however,  the  action 
of  congress  upon  them,  became  a question  of  expe- 
dienc/  merely.  And  believing  for  one,  that  the  06- 
ject  of  (he  petitions  should  not  Ihen  be  granted,  as  a 
matter  ol  course,  I vo  ed  to  lay  them  upon  the  table 
1 was  opposed  to  referring  them  lo  a committee  be- 
cause I was  opposed  to  any  action,  upon  their,!  It 
wa^  unnecessary  to  have  them  read  or  printed  be- 
cause by  a rule  ol  the  house  of  r-pr-sentati  ves’  the 
substance  of  them  was  required  lo  be  Hated  by  the 
member  presenting  them— and  to  those  who  are 
familiar  with  the  subject,  it  is  well  known  the  read 
mg  or  one  in  a class,  is  equivalent  to  reading  the 
whoie  in  that  class,  they  being  nearly  verbatim. 
B-sides  though  laid  upon  the  table,  any  member 
could  take  and  read  them  at  his  pleasure.  'Bv  laying 
them  upon  the  table,  they  were  not  finally  dispo" 

and  fh  3’  1Py  W°nl,i  l,ave  b^e'*  if  ^ted  upon 
hoi  herPrayer  re-,ec,eib’  ,bo,,*"h  if  w probable  the 
house  of  representatives  did  not  intend  at  the  time 

ever  at°ae’vT,n  "?  takVhera  "P-  They  could  how- 
W c,  f*ny  '°'-lr  bave  been  cal,ed  »P  by  any  mem- 
ber for  the  action  of  the  house,  when  a sufficient 
number  Hmuhl  unite  with  him  in  that  purpose.  If 
perwive  whnv?P  riSh[.°f  Petition,  I am  unable  to 

? n»jv  "y  y ''efl|sal  t0  «ranf  the  Prayer  of 

anH  l-e  l,nVVu0t  ba  lv^rded  in  the  same  light; 
asffils?1  10  Wl  contend  for  an  absurdity  so  gross 


, •”  *“*.*'•  . miii  lemiorv  was  not 

taken  i ossession  of  by  the  United  Slates  until  about 
tne  year  1810.  That  the  possession  of  Louisiana 
under  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso.  never  having  been 
delivered  by  Spain  to  France,  no  question  occurred 
between  those  two  powers,  or  between  either  of 
them,  and  the  United  Slates,  prior  to  the  execution 
of  the  treaty  by  which  France  ceded  Louisiana  to 
the  United  States,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  cession 
made  by  Spain  to  France.  That  no  remonstrance 
or  protest  against  any  claim  of  France  to  any  por- 
tion of  the  territory  between  the  Perdido  and  Mis- 
sissippi was  made;  but  that  the  United  States  pro 
tested  against  any  right  which  might  be  set  up  by 
France  to  interfere  with  the  rights  acquired  by  the 
United  States  under  previously  existing  treaties  with 
Spain. 

The  secretary  has  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
a few  unimportant  documents,  which,  in  addition  to 
those  heretofore  published,  and.  w hicll  have  been 
referred  to,  contain  all  the  information  in  the  de- 
partment, showing  the  time  and  manner  of  taking 
possession  of  tne  said  territory  by  the  United  States. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 


THE  DADE  INSTITUTION  IN  FLORIDA. 

We  copy  the  following  from  the  Npw  York  Even- 
ing Star,  and  express  our  warmest  desire  that  the 
project  in  contemplation  may  meet  with  that  sup- 
port which  it  so  justly  deserves: 


poor  de- 
vastated mourning  Florida  deserves  also  to  have  one 
raised,  for  she  has  siillered  much  in  this  heart-rending 
disaster.  What  I would,  therefore,  particnlaily  request 
is,  that  you  would  suggest  to  your  fellow  'citizens, 
should  you  deem  my  request  proper  and  the  sub- 
ject worthy,  that  they  would  he  pleased  lo  use  their 
influence  with  their  members  in  congress,  in  the  en- 
deavor to  obtain  aid,  for  founding  the  Dade  insti- 
tute ot  Florida,  by  a grant  ol  land  Irom  congress, 
winch  is  prayed  by  the  legislative  council  ol  Florida, 
and  is  now  before  the  committee  on  public  lands. 

The  prayer  being  granted,  and  the  institution 
going  on  in  usefulness,  educating  poor  orphans  in 
virtue  and  happiness,  I would  then  further  respect- 
fully suggest  to  the  parents  who  have  lost  children 
in  the  Pulaski,  and  I am  informed  some  twenty  or 
thirty  children  have  been  sent  to  Him  who  has  said 
let  “little  children  come  to  me,”  that  a monu- 
ment be  placed  in  the  Dade  institute  of  Florida, 
commemorative  of  the  Utile  innocents,  as  well  as  of 
the  whole  awful  calamity,  that  the  youth,  in  the 
Dade  institute  of  Florida,  might  always  have  be- 
lore  tiieir  eyes,  that  even  infants  are  regarded  as 
heirs  of  immortality,  and  thus  be  induced  to  follow 
virtue  and  attain  alter  righteousness.  And  this  is  also 
urged  upon  the  charitable  and  Immune  of  the  nation. 

Surely,  should  vou  approve  of"  what  I have  sug- 
gested, and  would  make  it  known  to  your  fellow- 
citizens,  and  they  to  their  members  in  congress,  the 
donation  of  land  prayed  for  by  Florida,  would  be 
■ granted,  and  then  the  charitable  and  humane  of  the 
| nation  would  have  a nuclus  around  which  to  centre. 
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and  form  a work  worthy  of  man  and  blest  by  Hea- 
ven. Very  respectfully,  vour  fellow-citizen, 

J.  A.  L.  NORMAN, 
President  of  the  Bade  institute. 

Boston,  July  27,  1838. 

LOHISVILLE,  CINCINNATI,  AND  CHARLES- 
TON RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

The  president  and  directors  of  this  company  met 
in  the  city  of  Lexington  (Kentucky)  on  the  27th  of 
August.  Present : 

ROBERT  Y.  HAYNE,  President. 

Directors. 

From  Kentucky — Robert  Wickliffe,  general  Jas. 
Taylor,  Dr.  W.  H.  Richardson,  and  J.  B.  Caiey,  esq. 

From  North  Carolina — Dr.  Harding  and  Charles 
Baring,  esq. 

from  Tennessee — Judge  Reese  and  T.  W.  Hume, 

esq. 

From  South  Carolina — M.  King,  B.  T.  Elmore, 
colonel  R.  O.  Mills,  and  Dr.  Dunovant. 

The  president  made  a full  report  of  all  the  mea- 
sures adopted  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work  since 
the  last  general  meeting  of  the  board,  from  which  it 
appeared — 

That  banking  privileges  had  been  conferred  upon 
the  company  by  the  states  of  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina and  Tennessee ; and  that  measures  had  been 
adopted  for  putting  the  bank  into  operation  early  in 
the  winter;  that  the  state  of  South  Carolina  had  sub- 
scribed a million  of  dollars  to  the  road,  and  had  guar- 
antied a loan  of  two  millions  more;  to  effect  which, 
general  James  Hamilton  had  proceeded  to  Europe; 
that  Tennessee  had  subscribed  $050,000  to  the  road; 
and  tliat  the  amount  of  public  and  private  subscrip- 
tions exceeded  eight  millions  of  dollars,  including 
two  millions  taken  by  the  stockholders  in  the  Chailes- 
ton  and  Hamburg  railroad,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  contract  with  that  company.  It  further  appear- 
ed that,  in  conformity  w ith  the  direction  of  the  stock- 
holders at  their  last  general  meeting,  the  Charleston 
and  Hamburg  railroad  (extending  from  Charleston 
to  Augusta,  in  Georgia,  a distance  of  136  miles)  had 
been  purchased,  andawas  in  a course  of  rapid  im- 
provement— the  road,  in  its  entire  extent,  with  the 
exception  of  a few  miles,  which  will  shortly  be 
finished,  having  been  embanked,  and  a new  ar.d  im- 
proved iron  having  already  been  laid  down  for  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  miles,  and  the  balance  of  the 
new  iron  having  been  ordered  from  Europe.  It  ap- 

E eared  that,  although  these  extensive  improvements 
ad  necessarily  been  made  at  an  expense  considera- 
bly exceeding  the  present  receipts,  yet  that  the 
business  and  income  of  the  road  were  very  large, 
and  constantly  increasing.  The  receipts  exceeded 
one  thousand  dollars  a day;  and  the  travelling,  on  an 
average,  exceeding  one  hundred  passengers  daily. 
The  following  table  was  exhibited,  giving  a com- 
parative statement  of  the  business  and  receipts  from 
the  time  the  road  went  into  operation  up  to  the  1st 
of  July  last;  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
business  of  the  last  half  year  has  been  greater  than 
at  any  former  period: 

Statement  of  the  income  of  the  Charleston  railroad, 
and  of  the  number  of  passengers  and  bales  of  cotton 
transported  thereon,  with  the  amount  of  the  receipts 
on  account  of  passengers,  and  freight,  and  the  mail. 


No. 

of  pass.  Am 

l of  passage. 

Ain’t  of  freight. 

In 

1834, 

26,649 

79,050 

83,214 

In 

1835, 

34,283 

109,576 

131,792 

In 

1836, 

39,216 

129.982 

140,033 

In 

1837. 

41,554 

132, 2S2 

138.269 

1st 

half ’38, 

23,618 

80,643 

73,046 

“ ’37, 

22,506 

71,202 

45,5S1 

M 

ails,  &c. 

Total. 

Bales  of  ci it i on . 

In 

1834, 

4,294 

166,559 

24,567 

In 

1835, 

8,374 

249,753 

34,760 

In 

1836, 

1,597 

271,613 

25,497 

In 

1837, 

10,663 

280,214 

34,395 

1st 

half ’38, 

5,541 

164,231 

17,972 

“ ’37, 

5,294 

122,077 

6,220 

It  further  appeared  that  the  main  track  of  the 
Charleston  and  Ohio  road,  leading  towards  the 
mountains,  had  been  laid  off  irom  a point  on  the 
Charleston  and  Hamburg  road,  62  miles  from  Co- 
lumbia, the  capital  of  the  state,  65  miles  further; 
and  that  contracts  had  been  made  for  the  execution 
of  the  work,  which  was  going  on  rapidly  and  suc- 
cessfully. Surveys  have  been  executed  along  the 
whole  line  from  Charleston  to  Lexington,  and  it  had 
been  ascertained  that  the  mountains  can  be  passed 
with  locomotive  engines,  at  grades  less  than  had 
been  adopted  on  other  roads;  and  that  no  serious 
obstacles  were  presented  to  the  construction  of  the 
work  on  any  part  of  the  line. 

A report  was  made  by  major  M’Kee,  the  resident 
engineer,  accompanied  by  maps  and  profiles,  show- 
ing the  result  of  the  survey  on  the  several  lines 
from  Knoxville  to  Lexington,  by  Cumberland  and 
Wheeler’s  gaps.  Among  the  important  facts  dis- 
closed in  this  report  is  the  discovery  of  a new  pass 


by  what  is  called  Big  creek,  near  Wheeler’s  gap,) 
which  promises  to  afford  a ready  passage  across  the 
Cumberland  mountains,  without  the  use  of  inclined 
planes  or  stationary  engines.  This  gap  has  been 
ordered  to  be  more  accurately  surveyed. 

On  a memorial  from  the  subscribers  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Covington  and  Newport,  setting  forth 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  alteration  in  the  char- 
ter, by  which  the  company  is  relieved  from  the 
branch  extending  from  Lexington  to  the  Ohio  river, 
in  the  direction  of  Cincinnati,  they  had  determined 
to  apply  their  funds,  at  the  proper  time,  to  the  mak- 
ing of  that  branch,  for  which  purpose  charters  had 
been  obtained,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  these  stockholders  should  be  per- 
mitted to  withdraw  their  funds  accordingly,  which, 
having  been  originally  subscribed  for  that  object, 
could  not  justly  be  devoted  to  other  purposes. 

A committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
King,  Wickliffe,  and  Taylor,  to  inquire  and 
report  on  the  state  of  the  funds  of  the  company  in 
Kentucky,  and  the  measures  now  proper  to  be 
adopted  by  them  in  this  state;  and  we  subjoin  the 
following  extracts  from  their  reports  and  resolutions, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

“From  the  report  of  the  resident  engineer,  read 
hy  him  to  the  board,  and  submitted  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  the  minute  explanations  given  by  him  of 
the  maps  and  profiles  of  the  several  surveys  from 
Knoxville  to  Lexington,  it  is  manifest  that  a safe 
and  practicable  route  exists  for  a railroad  from 
Knoxville  to  Lexington.  The  present  situation  of 
the  company,  and  the  yet  unfinished  state  of  part 
of  the  surveys,  should  prevent  the  board,  at  this 
time,  either  from  adopting  themselves  a permanent 
location  of  this  road,  or  from  recommending  such  a 
measure  to  the  approaching  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders. But  it  is  a most  cheering  fact,  ar.d  ought 
to  animate  them  to  their  arduous  undertaking,  that 
every  one  of  the  main  routes  surveyed  is  practica- 
ble, and  affords  a location  for  the  road  at  an  expense 
far  within  the  means  of  the  state  through  whose  ter- 
ritories the  portions  of  it  will  pass.  The  company 
will  persevere,  and  they  look  forward  with  confi- 
dence to  the  assistance  of  those  states  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  road  within  their  limits.  Under  the 
existing  regulations  of  the  company,  every  cent 
contributed  by  the  states  respectively  will  be  de- 
voted to  the  erection  of  the  road  within  their  se- 
veral boundaries,  until  it  be  there  completed. 

‘•So  that,  as  your  committee  confidently  believe, 
in  no  event  that  can  occur,  can  their  citizens  fail  to 
be  benefitted  by  their  assistance  to  its  full  extent; 
and  your  committee  sanguinely  hope  that  the  time 
may  speedily  arrive  when  a continuous  railroad 
from  Lexington  to  Charleston  will  give  to  Kentucky 
the  full  benefit  of  a direct,  speedy,  and  economical 
connection  with  the  Atlantic,  and  all  the  advantages 
of  an  excellent  seaport  for  her  growing  and  highly 
valuable  commerce — where  she  can  find  a steady, 
ready,  and  good  market  for  all  her  rich  products, 
and  for  all  those  supplies  required  by  her  industrious, 
affluent  and  enlightened  population.  She  has  but 
to  w ill  it,  and  it  shall  be  accomplished.  Your  com- 
mittee cannot  doubt  that  she  w ill  consult  her  true 
interests  and  her  own  honor,  come  up  w ilh  her  own 
high  spirit  and  unfailing  enterprise  to  the  aid  of 
the  great  work,  and  entitle  herself  to  the  lasting 
gratitude  of  her  children. 

“Until  Kentucky  does  make  an  efficient  move  in 
t Iris  matter,  your  committee  can  neither  flat  ter  them- 
selves r.or  the  board  with  the  expectation  that  any 
successful  progress  in  it  can  be  made  within  her 
limits.  She  must  set  an  example  to  her  citizens 
before  they  can  be  induced  to  engage  in  it  with  that 
zeal  and  determination  w hich  its  great  importance 
deserves.  Your  committee  believe  that  were  she 
to  ratify  the  banking  privileges  that  have  recently 
been  granted  by  Ihe  three  other  states  through 
whose  territory  the  road  is  to  pass,  that  ratifica'ion 
would  go  far  to  secure  to  her  the  benefit  of  the 
road;  and  as  your  committee  are  convinced  she  may 
render  that  benefit  certain  by  joining  the  two  of  her 
sister  states  who  have  so  nobly  and  liberally  con- 
tributed to  the  funds  for  erecting  the  road,  and  will 
hold  shares  in  it  proportionally  to  the  amount  sub- 
scribed by  them. 

“2d  Resolution,  That  the  county  court  of  Fayette, 
an<l  the  individual  subscribers  in  Kentucky,  be  in- 
vited to  pay  the' last  instalment  on  the  stock  sub- 
scribed by  them;  and  that  they  be  assured  that  every 
cent  heretofore  paid  by  them  has  been  faithfully 
and  exclusively  employed  towards  the  defraying 
of  the  expenses  of  explorations  and  surveys  within 
this  9tate;  and  all  that  may  be  hereafter  paid  by 
them  on  their  subscriptions  shall  be  expended  within 
the  state  of  Kentucky,  until  the  road  be  completed. 

5th  Resolution,  That  a survey,  as  recommended 
by  the  resident  engineer  in  his  report,  be  made 
of  the  gap  across  the  Cumberland  mountain,  to  the 
eastward  of  Wheeler’s  gap,  that  ascends  on  the 


one  side  by  Indian  or  Big  creek,  and  descends  on 
the  other  side  by  Davis’  creek;  and  that  the  ex- 
penses of  this  survey  be  defrayed  from  the  funds 
raised  in  the  state  in  which  the  pass  is  situated. 

“(5th  Resolution,  That  an  application  be  made  to 
the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  at  their  next  session, 
for  their  concurrence  in  the  act  granting  banking 
privileges  to  th'e  company,  and  for  such  further  aid 
as  they  may  think  proper  to  extend  to  our  enter- 
prise; and  that  the  president  of  the  company  be 
requested  to  attend  the  legislature  to  urge  this  ap- 
plication, if  he  can  so  attend  consistently  with  the 
interests  of  the  company.” 

The  following  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Wick- 
liffe, was  also  adopted: 

Whereas  it  appears,  from  the  report  of  the  resi- 
dent engineer,  that  further  surveys  are  necessary 
to  enable  the  board  of  directors  to  locate  the  road 
from  the  city  of  Lexington,  through  the  county  of 
Fayette,  to  the  Kentucky  river. 

Resolved,  That  the  whole  of  the  funds  to  be 
raised  by  the  county  shall  be  applied,  first,  to  the 
surveys,  location,  and  construction  ol  the  road  and 
the  depot,  in  the  county  of  Fayette  aforesaid. 

After  transacting  much  other  business,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  offered  by  judge  Reese,  was 
unanimously  adopted,  after  which  the  board  ad- 
journed to  meet  at  Ashville,  North  Carolina,  on  the 
17th  of  September: 

Resolved,  That  the  measures  adopted  since  the 
meeting  of  the  general  board  at  Flat  Rock,  in  Oc- 
tober last,  (as  reported  by  the  president,)  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  approved  of  and  confirmed;  and 
the  president  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorised  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  the 
same  into  full  effect;  and  that  a committee,  to  con- 
sist of  the  directors  residing  in  Charleston,  and  of 
those  residing  in  Columbia  and  its  vicinity,  be,  and 
is  hereby,  appointed,  to  consult  w ith  and  advise  the 
president  as  to  the  further  measures  to  be  adopted; 
to  complete  the  repairs  and  improvements  on  the 
Charleston  ar.d  Hamburg  road;  to  provide  the 
means  of  paying  for  the  same,  and  for  such  an  or- 
ganization Ihereol  as  they  may  deem  desirable, 
with  authority  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of 
the  company,  and  to  call  for  another  instalment 
when  necessary;  that  the  works  now'  in  progress  be 
prosecuted  to  the  extent  of  the  means  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  company,  and  that  all  the  necessary  ap- 
propriations be,  and  they  are  hereby,  made. 


ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  SOUTH- 
ERN AND  SOUTHWESTERN  STATES. 

From  the  Charleston  Mercury  of  Avgust  11. 

Fellow-citizens:  The  committee  appointed  to 
carry  into  effect  the  sixth  resolution  ot  the  mer- 
chant’s convention,  believe  they  cannot  better  sub- 
serve the  purposes  of  the  appointment,  than  by 
calling  your  attention  to  the  existing  relations  ot 
the  northern  and  soul  hern  states,*  and  improving  the 
evidence  which  they  afford,  of  the  importance  of 
the  enterprise  which  the  convention  have  in  view. 

At  this  moment,  pecuniary  embarrassment,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  pervades  the  whole  country; 
every  bank  within  its  limits  has  suspended  pay- 
ment: there  is  hardly  a dollar  of  specie  in  circula- 
tion; the  monied  institutions  of  the  north  and  of  the 
south,  in  point  of  solvency,  are  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing; the  foreign  commeice  of  the  country  is  sus- 
tained almost"  entirely  hy  southern  productions: 
and  yet,  exchanges  between  the  north  and  the 
south,  are  from  seven  to  foity  per  centum  in  favor 
ol  the  former:  a northern  bank  note,  sustains  the 
same  relative  value  to  a southern  hank  note:  south- 
ern credit  is  lamentably  depressed,  while  northern 
credit  is  comparatively  firm:  the  dockets  of  our 
courts  are  crowded  wiih  suits  brought  by  noithern 
houses  against  southern  houses.  To  meet  the  is- 
sues of  these  suits,  our  people  are  constiained  to 
sue  one  another;  and  thus,  their  distresses  are  ex- 
tended, and  embittered-  by  the  prospects  of  the  fu- 
ture. In  the  mean  time  our  northern  brethren  are 
reaping  rich  fruits  from  their  vantage  ground. — 
They  send  hither  their  funds — exchange  them  at 
an  enormous  premium  for  southern  funds — turn 
these  into  southern  staples  (cash  articles)  at  par — 
draw  bills  upon  them,  which  they  sell  at  like  profit 
— reinvest  the  proceeds  in  the  same  way, and  renew 
the  operation  as  often  as  their  ow  n ready  means  of 
exchange  and  transportation  will  allow.  We  do 
not  pretend  to  say  that  this  is  the  universal,  or  even 
the  prevailing  mode  of  operation,  or  that  it  is  con- 
fined exclusively  to  northern  men.  Northern  funds 
to  be  the  basis  of  this  system,  must  have  a currency 
at  the  south,  which  in  but  few  instances  they  have: 
but  that  this  has  been  the  mode  of  procedure  in 
some  instances,  and  that  the  same  thing  is  daily  ef- 
fected through  other  instrumentalities,  we  believe 

*When  we  speak  of  the  south  and  southern  states 
we  embrace  in  the  terms,  the  southwestern  states. 
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admits  of  no  doubt.  Nor  let  us  be  understood  as 
attaching  any  blame  to  those  who  thus  avail  them- 
selves of  their  means,  to  profit  by  the  times.  It  is 
a singular  feature  in  this  dismal  picture,  that  the 
pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  southern  states, 
increase  as  they  recede  from  the  north;  and  (their 
age  and  population  considered)  in  an  exact  ratio  to 
their  agricultural  resources. 

Is  this  a natural  state  of  things?  If  it  be,  we 
must  acquiesce  in  the  necessity  that  dooms  us  to 
it.  But  self  respect,  to  say  nothing  of  self  interest, 
demands,  that  -ve  search  for  the  causes  of  it  in  or- 
der that  we  may  reform  it,  if  it  be  remediable.  A 
brief  recurrence  to  the  commercial  and  financial 
history  of  the  United  States,  will  teach  us,  that  in 
the  natural  order  of  things,  the  position  of  the  two 
sections  should  be  precisely  reversed;  and  that 
nothing  will  more  effectually  secure  to  the  people 
of  the  south,  their  natural  advantages,  than  a direct 
trade  between  them  and  foreign  nations. 

Before  we  commence  the  review,  we  take  leave 
to  observe,  that  we  cannot  assent  to  the  opinion  too 
often  expressed,  that  the  embarrassment  of  the 
southern  people,  is  the  result  of  a wild  and  reckless 
spirit  of  adventure  and  speculation  on  their  part. 
That  this  may,  to  some  extent,  have  had  its  effects 
is  very  probable;  but  that  it  is  the  leading  cause  of 
their  distress,  we  are  not  prepared  to  admit.  We 
believe,  that  could  it  now  be  known,  what  were  the 
resources  and  prospects  of  all  who  have  failed,  at 
that  time  when  they  incurred  the  debts  wdiich  effect 
their  ruin,  it  would  be  found,  that  riot  one  in  twenty 
of  them  is  justly  chargeable  with  imprudence  even, 
in  incurring  those  debts.  Is  the  planter,  whose 
cotton  crop  netted  him  fifty  thousand  dollars  in 
December,  1S36,  and  who  in  January  following, 
when  cotton  was  on  the  advance,  incurred  a debt  of 
forty  thousand  dollars,  in  order  to  double  the  suc- 
ceeding crop,  to  be  charged  with  folly,  because  in 
JVlayj  1837,  his  property  sunk  to  nothing,  from 
causes  which  human  prudence  could  not  have  fore- 
seen? Is  the  merchant  who  soldout  his  stock  in  1836, 
at  a large  profit,  and  having  found  it  toosmali  for  the 
demand,  doubled  it,  and  with  it  his  debt,  to  meet 
the  demand  of  1337,  to  be  called  a wild  adventurer, 
because  he  did  not  foresee  the  disasters  of  that 
year?  And  yet  probably  few,  who  sunk  under  the 
pressure  of  tiiat  year,  were  as  indiscreet,  as  these 
men  are  supposed  to  have  been.  None  blame  the 
creditors,  but  equal  censure  belongs  to  the  man  who 
is  extravagantly  in  debt,  and  the  man  who  causes 
him  to  be  so. 


The  time  was,  when  the  people  of  the  south  were 
the  largest  importers  in  the  country. 

“In  1760,  the  value  of  the  imports  of  the  several 
colonies  was  as  follows: 

Of  Virginia,  £351,140  sterling. 

New  England  States,  561,000  do. 

New  York,  189,000  do. 

Pennsylvania,  400,000  do. 

South  Carolina,  55-5,000  do. 

“The  exports  were  in  about  the  same  proportion; 
Virginia  exporting  nearly  four  times  as  much  as 
New  Vork;  and  South  Carolina  nearly  twice  as 
much  as  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  together;  and 
five  times  as  much  as  all  the  New  England  states 
united. 

The  same  relative  proporlion  of  imports  is  pre- 
served until  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution, 
when  we  find  them  to  be  in  the  veer  1791  as  fol- 
lows: 

Of  New  York,  $3,222,000 

Virginia,  2,486,000 

South  Carolina,  1,520,000 

“There  are  no  data  to  show  the  imports  into  the 
several  states  from  the  year  1701  to  1820,  but  the 
general  fact  may  be  assumed,  that  the  import  trade 
of  New  York  and  the  other  northern  states,  has 
been  constantly  progressing,  while  that  of  Virginia 
and  South  Carolina  has  as  regularly  diminished. — 
From  1321  to  the  present  time,  we  have  sufficient 
data,  and  they  exhibit  the  following,  as  the  state  of 
the  import  trade. 


New  Yurie. 

Virginia. 

S.  Carolina. 

1821, 

$23, 009,000 

$1,078,000 

$3,000,000 

1822, 

33,000,000 

864,000 

2,000,000 

1323, 

29,000,000 

681,000 

2,000,000 

1324, 

36,000,000 

6-39,000 

2,400,000 

1325, 

49,000.000 

553,000 

2,150,000 

1827, 

39,000,000 

431,000 

1,800,000 

1329, 

43,000,000 

375,000 

1.240,000 

1332, 

57,000,000 

550,000 

1,213,000 

“Thus,  the  import  trade  of  New  York  has  gradu- 
ally increased  from  139,000  pounds  sterling,  (about 
$840,000,)  in  the  year  1796,  and  from  about  three 
millions  of  dollars  in  1791,  to  the  enormous  sum  in 
1832,  of  fifty-seven  millions  of  dollars!  While 
Virginia  has  fallen  ofF,  in  her  import  trade,  from  two 
and  a half  millions  of  dollars,  in  1791,  to  $375,000 


in  1829,  and  555,000  in  1832,  not  a great  deal  more 
than  the  freight  of  half  a dozen  ships! 

From  these  calculations,  a few  curious  facts  ap- 
pear. The  imports  of  New  York  were,  in  1832, 
seventy  times  as  great  as  they  were  in  1791.  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  other  hand,  imported,  in  1829,  about 
one-eleventh  of  what  she  did  in  1796,  and  about 
one-seventh  of  what  she  did  in  1691.  In  a period, 
too,  of  eight  years,  the  aggregate  imports  of  New 
York  amounted  to  311  millions  of  dollars;  those  of 
South  Carolina  to  about  16  millions,  and  those  of 
Virginia  to  about  five  millions!  New  York  import- 
ed, therefore,  in  1832,  eleven  times  as  much  a3  Vir- 
ginia did  in  eight  years  preceding,  and  nearly  four 
times  as  much  in  the  single  year  of  1832  as  South 
Carolina  imported  in  a period  of  eight  years. — 
Again,  New  York  imported  in  one  year  (1S32) 
nearly  fifty  times  as  much  as  South  Carolina  in  the 
same  year,  and  about  110  times  as  much  as  Vir- 
ginia. 

We  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  for  the  fore- 
going extract,  to  a writer  in  the  Richmond  Whig, 
who,  under  the  signature  of  “Patrick  Henry,”  has 
favored  the  public  with  a series  of  numbers,  assist- 
ant to  our  purpose,  which  are  worthy  to  be  read  by 
every  southerner. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  Georgia  commenced  quite  a brisk  and  pro- 
fitable importing  business;  but  it  subsided  in  a few 
years,  and  its  subsequent  history  may  be  seen  in 
the  history  of  the  trade  of  South  Carolina. 

Having  shown  the  decline  of  southern  trade,  we 
proceed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  it.  In  the 
course  of  our  research,  the  reader  will  discover  the 
prime  cause  of  our  present  embarrassments. 

The  committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  their  re- 
port of  the  5th  March  last,  say:  “Our  collectors 
have  had  under  their  control  a gross  revenue  of 
946,000,000,  and  our  land  receivers  107,000  000, 
making  1,053,000,000.  They  not  only  had  control 
of  this  vast  amount,  but  they  were  permitted  to 
pay,  without  warrant  from  the  treasury,  and  before 
the  money  passed  out  of  their  hands,  all  the  ex- 
penses of  our  custom  houses  and  land  offices,  and 
debentures,  which  alone  amounted  to  four  or  five 
millions  annually,  and  sometimes  more. 

Though  we  find  some  difficulty  in  reconciling 
this  statement  with  the  actual  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments of  tile  government  as  reported  annually  to 
congress,  and  with  the  expenses  of  collection  as 
discoverable  from  the  sources  of  information  which 
lie  within  our  reach,  without,  supposing  greater 
losses  in  the  transit  of  the  public  funds  to  the  trea- 
sury, than  are  slated  to  have  occurred;  it  is  proba- 
ble that  our  difficulty  arises  from  our  limited  means 
of  research,  and  that  the  committee  are  substan- 
tially, if  not  literally,  correct. 

The  nine  hundred  and  forty-six  millions  of  reve- 
nue, raised  from  the  customs,  were  levied  from  fo- 
reign merchandise,  received  in  exchange  fordotnes- 
tic  productions;  for,  though  the  term  customs,  in 
financial  language,  embraces  duties  on  tonnage, 
clearances,  light  money,  &c.  &e.,  these  are  compa- 
ratively so  insignificant,  that  they  will  not  materi- 
ally affect  the  estimate.  Those  who  think  differently 
may  allow  for  them  the  odd  forty-six  millions.  Of 
the  domestic  productions  given  in  exchange  for  the 
foreign  merchandise,  nearly  three-fourths  were  of 
southern  growth — we  will  say  two-thirds,  which  we 
know,  in  the  whole  estimate,  to  be  under  the  mark. 
Without  disturbing  the  vexed  question,  “who  pays 
the  duties,”  we  may  state,  1h"n,  what  all  will  ad- 
mit, that  the  government  has  been  indebted  to 
southern  industry  for  six  hundred  and  thirty  mil- 
lions of  money.  II'  the  expenses  of  collecting  one 
thousand  and  fifty-three  millions  of  revenue  were 
“from  four  to  five  millions  annually,  and  sometimes 
more,”  it  may  safely  be  assumed,  that  the  expenses 
of  collecting  the  six  hundred  and  thirty  millions 
amounted  to  one  million  annually.  Had  the  south- 
ern people,  then,  shipped  their  own  produce  to  fo- 
reign markets,  and  brought  the  return  cargoes  to 
their  own  ports,  they  would  have  had  eight  and 
forty  millions  distributed  among  them  since  1789, 
simply  in  the  pay  of  their  revenue  officers.  This 
would  have  gone  into  the  pockets  of  individuals,  to 
be  sure;  and  so  goes  all  that  constitutes  the  wealth 
of  a nation.  Here  it  would  have  been  received, 
and  here  expended.  Insignificant  as  it  may  seem 
while  we  are  contemplating  billions  and  hundreds 
of  millions,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  influence 
which  the  comparatively  trivial  sum  received  by 
the  states  from  the  surplus  revenue  has  had  upon 
the  southern  states,  we  cannot  doubt  that  its  effects 
would  have  been  most  benignly  felt.  This  sum  di- 
vided among  the  citizens  of  Norfolk,  Wilmington, 
Charleston,  Savannah,  Mobile,  and  Orleans,  would 
have  quieted  many  a disturbed  bosom  in  the  trying 
reign  of  the  protective  system.  Savannah’s  por- 
tion of  it  would  have  defrayed  the  whole  expenses 
of  the  government  of  Georgia  for  more  than  thirty 


years;  nor,  it  is  believed,  would  the  portions  of  the 
other  cities  have  done  less  for  their  states.  Whatever 
the  sum  may  have  been  worth,  we  must  remember 
that,  if  the  tariff  should  ever  be  revived,  (and  hints 
to  that  effect  have  recently  fallen  from  high  autho- 
rity on  the  floor  of  congress,)  a direct  trade  will 
in  some  measure  mitigate  its  rigor,  and  thus  far  tend 
to  the  preservation  of  the  union. 

If  we  suppose  the  value  of  the  goods  upon  which 
the  six  hundred  and  thirty  millions  of  duties  were 
levied,  to  have  been  but  four  limes  the  value  of  the 
duties,  it  amounted  to  $2,500,000,000.  How  were 
these  goods  brought  to  this  country  and  distributed? 
The  northern  merchant  has  come  hither  and  brought 
from  the  southern  planter  produce  of  equal  value, 
abating  from  the  price  all  the  expenses,  direct  and 
incidental,  of  transportation.  He  has  insured  them 
in  northern  offices,  and  shipped  them  abroad  in  his 
own  vessels — exchanged  them  at  a small  profit  lor 
foreign  merchandise — brought  it  home — paid  one- 
fourth  of  its  value  to  the  government — added  that 
amount  and  all  the  expenses  of  importation,  and  fif- 
teen to  twenty  per  cent,  for  his  profits,  to  ihe  price, 
and  exposed  it  for  sale.  The  southern  merchant 
has  now  gone  to  him — lingered  the  summer  through 
with  him  at  a heavy  expense — bought  a poition  of 
these  goods,  reshipped  them  in  northern  vessels  to 
southern  ports — added  twenty-five  per  cent,  more 
to  the  price,  to  cover  his  expenses  and  profits — and 
sold  them  to  the  southern  planter.  All  the  dis- 
bursements made  in  this  process,  save  such  as  are 
made  abroad,  are  among  northern  men;  all  the  pro- 
fits, save  the  southern  merchant’s,  are  made  by 
northern  men;  and  the  southern  planter,  who  sup- 
plies nearly  all  the  foreign  goods  of  this  country, 
gets  his  portion  of  them  burdened  with  every  ex- 
pense that  the  government,  merchant,  insurer,  sea- 
man, wharfinger,  drayman,  boatman  and  wagoner 
can  pile  upon  them.  His  burdens,  of  course,  are 
needlessly  increased  in  landing  the  goods  at  north- 
ern ports,  and  bringing  them  thence  to  southern 
markets.  Every  item  in  the  endless  catalogue  of 
charges,  except  the  government  dues,  may  be  con- 
sidered a voluntary  tribute  from  the  citizens  of  the 
south  to  their  brethren  of  the  north;  forthey  would 
all  have  gone  to  our  own  people,  had  we  done  om- 
own  exporting  and  importing.  Will  the  reader 
compute  the  amount  of  them,  on  twenty-five  hun- 
dred millions’  worth  of  goods,  and  make  a fair  al- 
lowance for  the  portion  of  them  consumed  at  the 
south? 

Our  planters,  not  content  with  their  portion  of 
the  tribute,  crowd  their  plantations  with  cotton, 
corn,  rice  and  tobacco,  and  then  pay  the  southern 
merchant,  to  pay  the  northern  merchant,  to  pay  the 
northern  farmer  for  the  flour  which  they  consume, 
and  compel  all  their  neighbors  to  do  the  like.  In 
this  way,  a goodly  number  of  unascertainable  mil- 
lions more  move  annually  from  south  to  north.  In 
September  last,  we  had  a painful  exhibition  of  ttie 
fruits  of  our  agricultural  policy.  In  that  month,  a 
bale  of  cotton  and  a barrel  of  canal  flour  command- 
ed the  same  price  in  Georgia.  We  were  disposed 
to  doubt  this  statement  when  we  first  heard  it;  but 
upon  referring  to  the  prices  current  in  that  month  for 
the  city  of  Augusta, where  the  one  article  uniformly 
stands  at  nearly  the  highest,  and  the  other  nearly 
the  lowest  prices  in  the  state,  we  find  actual  sales 
of  about  ninety  bales  of  the  first,  quoted  at  an  ave- 
rage of  5 5-8  cents  per  pound,  and,  in  two  instanc- 
es, sales  of  very  small  lots  at  6 cents  per  pound, 
while  quotations  of  flour,  at  wholesale  prices,  stood 
firmly  at  12  to  13  dollars  per  barrel.  We  know  of 
many  sales  about  this  time,  at  15,  and  some  at  16 
dollars  per  barrel,  in  the  same  city.  At  these  rates, 
we  could  name  a hundred  places  in  Georgia,  where 
northern  flour  is  in  constant  use,  and  where  a bale 
of  tile  lowest  priced  cottons  would  not  have  pur- 
chased a barrel  of  flour.  Here,  to  be  surp,  the  op- 
posite extremes  of  the  two  articles  were  brought 
together;  but  the  force  of  the  example  is  but  little 
weakened,  when  it  informs  us  that  there  was  not 
probably  a bale  of  Uplands  in  the  state  that  would 
have  purchased  three  barrels  of  flour. 

To  this  head  of  voluntary  (ribnte  may  be  referred 
the  millions  expended  annually  by  our  people,  in 
visits  of  pleasure  to  the  north.  These  are  unob- 
jectionable in  themselves,  and  under  different  cir- 
cumstances would  be  commendable;  but  when  it  is 
considered  that  they  swell  the  streams  of  wealth 
which  are  constantly  flowing  from  a waning  to  a 
growing  people,  they  deserve  our  notice  if  not  our 
censure.  There  is  a point  of  view,  however,  in 
which  they  assume  an  importance  not  to  be  over- 
looked. They  distinctly  mark  a difference  of  ha- 
bit. between,  the  northern  and  southern  people,  from 
which  the  first  are  yearly  gainers,  and  the  last 
losers,  to  the  amount  of  several  millions.  In  the 
natural  orderof  things  our  northern  brethren  should 
spend  twice  as  much  with  us  in  winter,  as  we  do 
with  them  in  the  summer;  for  they  double  us  in 
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white  population:  but  it  may  well  be  questioned, 
whether  their  disbursements  in  this  way,  equal  a 
third  of  ours.  The  main  reason  of  the  difference 
is,  tint  they  are  a home-abiding,  economical  people; 
while  we  incline  too  much  to  the  opposite  traits  of 
characier.  H -nee  their  gains,  which  are  not  larger 
in  wealth,  than  in  honor.  Let  us  profit  by  their  ex- 
ample. 

Nor  would  it  be  out  of  place  hpre  to  mention,  the 
indirect,  consequential  loss,  s,  which  we  have  sus- 
tained by  our  neglect  of  foreign  trade.  Without 
overstepping  the  bounds  of  reasonable  conjecture, 
we  could  enlarge  the  number  of  these  to  a weari- 
some extent;  but  time  will  not  permit  us  to  recount 
them.  Let  us  take  a single  example,  deducted 
from  history,  speaking  directly  to  our  purpose.  In 
1535,  the  long  endured  national  debt  was  extin- 
guished, alter  having  absorbed  from  the  treasury 
about  four  hundred  and  twenty-tw  o millions  of  dol- 
lars. The  larger  portion  of  this  sum  was  paid  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States;  of  whom,  those  re- 
siding north  of  the  Potomac,  were  to  those  residing 
south  of  it,  in  the  ratio  of  165  to  11;  and  those  in 
Massach usetls,  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania,  to 
those  ,11  all  the  overstates,  as  150  to  176.  Whence, 
but  from  their  commerce,  did  the  northern  states 
acquire  the  means  of  loaning  largely  to  the  govern- 
ment? Whence,  but  (fom  the  same  source,  did 
three  states  acquire  the  power  to  loan  thirteen  times 
as  much  as  ail  the  southern  states  put  together? 
And  with  the, power  to  lend,  was  it  no  advantage 
to  them,  to  have  been  enabled  to  lend,  upon  the  best 
security  in  the  world? 

So  much  tor  our  own  voluntary  self  impoverish- 
ment. A word  or  two  upon  those  contributions 
which  we  have  made  to  the  fortunes  of  our  northern 
brethren,  and  which  may  be  denominated  compul- 
sory. 

The  actual  disbursements  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, have  been  about  one  thousand  million  of  dol- 
lars, exclusive  ol  the  surplus  revenue.  The  greater 
part  of  this  immense  sum  was  disbursed  among  the 
several  states.  A rateable  distribution  of  this  fund 
between  the  northern  and  northwestern,  and  the 
southern  and  southwestern  states,  as  they  now  stand, 
would  have  been  n -arly  as  follows: 

According  to  whole  population,  as  7 to  5 
“ “ white  “ “ 7 io  3 

“ “ representation,  “ 5 to  3 

“ “ aria,  “ 4 to  5 

How  have  they  actually  been?  Up  to  1830,  there 
had  been  expended  in  the  several  states  and  terri- 
tories two  hundred  and  eighteen  millions  of  public 
money,  in  fortifications,  light-houses,  public  debt, 
pensions,  arid  internal  improvements;*  of  which 
sum.  one  hundred  and  ninety  five  millions  were  dis- 
bursed in  the  noithern  and  northwestern  states;  and 
twenty- three  millions  in  the  southern  and  south- 
western. The  national  debt  constitutes  by  far  the 
largest  item  in  this  account,  and  it  was  but  equita- 
ble that  fhisshould  lie  paid  to  the  lenders  in  the  pro- 
portions of  their  loans.  But  in  the  matter  of  inter- 
nal improvements,  the  southern  division  should  have 
received  a ninth  more  than  the  northern.  The  dis- 
bursements under  this  head  were — north  ofthe  Poto- 
mac, in  round  numbers,  four  millions  seven  hundred 
thousand;  south-of  the  Potomac,  two  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  thousand;  or  nearly  13  to  1 f Pensions 
17  to  2;  light-houses  (consider  our  coast)  2 to  1; 
fortifications  equal— but  never  unequal  afterwards, 
and  never  to  be  equal  again.  The  expenditures  on 
the  Cumberland  road  alone,  were  about  nine  times 
the  amount  expended  for  internal  improvements  in 
all  the  southern  anil  southwestern  states  together; 
and  without  that,  the  proportion  norih  and  south, 
was  8 to  1. 

But  this  gives  ns  a very  inadequate  idea  of  the 
extprit  of  the  disbursements  in  the  several  states. 
It  touches  not  the  first  cost,  and  the  actual  expenses 
of  the  national  establishm  -nls,  most  of  which  are  at 
the  north;  nor  the  pay  of  the  otfi-ers,  principal  and 
subordinate,  in  the  several  dep  irtments  of  the  go- 
vernm-mt,  most  of  who  n are  citizens  of  the  norih; 
nor  the  ten  thousand  other  items  of  expense,  which 
go  to  make  up  the  grand  total  of  S’!  .000.000,000. 
Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  follow  these  ex- 
penditures through  all  their  details  for  a year  or  two, 
will  com»  to  the  conclusion,  that  of  the  whole  sums 
disbursed  among  the  states,  little  short  of  eight- 
tenths  have  gone  north  of  the  Potomac,  or  lo  citi- 
zens domiciled  north  of  the  Potomac.  About  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  1, 000, 000, 000  dis- 
bursed, were  raised  from  the  customs — that  is  to 


*While  the  above  was  in  thp  press,  the  appropriations 
of  the  last  congress  for  internalimprove.nents  appeared. 
They  are  as  follows: 

North  and  north wes'ern  states,  1 139  315 

South  and  southwestern  states,  234  000 

New  York  alone,  353,443 

tSee  Mr.  Woodbury’s  report  on  the  cotton  trade. 


say,  from  duties  on  foreign  importations,  two-thirds 
of  which  were  received  in  exchange  lor  southern 
productions.  The  southern  states  then  have  vir- 
tually put  into  the  treasury,  four  hundred  and  six- 
ty-six millions  ol  the  seven  hundred,  and  drawn 
out  one  hundred  and  forty.  The  northern  states 
have  put  in  two  hundred  and  thirty  three  millions, 
and  drawn  out  five  hundred  and  sixty — fractions 
rejected.  The  effect  of  these  disbursements  is 
like  a shower  of  gold  upon  a ppople.  They  are 
far  better.  They  clear  rivers,  improve  harbors, 
and  open  toads  and  canals  which  give  permanent 
facilities  to  commerce.  They  plant  national  estab- 
lishments, gather  villages  around  them,  and  found 
other  public  works,  through  which  there  is  a con- 
stant stream  of  treasure  flowing  from  the  govern- 
ment to  the  people  in  their  vicinity.  Suppose  the 
general  government  should  make  Brunswick  a naval 
depot;  would  it  he  a twelve  month  before  that  place 
would  become  a busy  thriving  city?  And  would  it 
be  longer  before  its  influence  would  be  felt  through- 
out the  whole  state? 

While  the  southern  states  were  contributing  so 
liberally  to  the  support  of  the  government,  they  suf- 
fered still  heavier  losses  than  any  that  we  hate 
mentioned,  in  the  regular,  progressive,  and  almost 
ruinous  depreciation  of  their  great  staple.  For 
about  fifteen  years,  except  during  the  frenzied  ex- 
citement of  1S25,  it  kept  unremittingly  on  the  de- 
cline; in  so  much,  that  for  six  years  preceding  lS32,it 
did  not  average  quite  ten  cents  per  pound,  at  the 
places  of  shipment.  It  has  ever  since,  in  spite  of 
the  disasters  of  this  and  the  last  year,  and  of  the 
increased  production,  averaged  about  thirteen  cents 
a hundred  miles  in  the  interior  of  every  cotton  grow- 
ing state.  That  the  restrictive  system,  as  it  has 
been  aptly  termed,  was  the  cause  of  its  decline,  no 
one,  it  is  presumed,  w ill  now  dispute.  But  who 
compute  tt'e  losses,  w hich  we  sustained  from  that! 
system?  The  difference  belween  the  prices  of  the 
article  in  question,  before  and  since  1S32  is  but  a 
very  poor  measure  of  our  losses  upon  if.  anterior  to 
that  period,  because  from  that  date  to  the  present, 
if  has  been  materially  affected  by  the  tnrili;  and  it 
w ill  continue  to  bp,  even  under  the  duties  made 
permanent,  by  the  compromise  act.  But  by  that 
measure,  our  losses  amount  to  not  less  than  fifty 
millions,  in  the  short  space  of  six  years. 

The  restrictive  system  was  not  more  oppressive 
to  ns  than  propitious  to  our  northern  brethren.  It 
was  the  touch  of  Midas  to  their  property,  and  the 
ablution  of  Midas  to  the  streams.  Through  all  its 
operation",  it  enriched  tliPin — in  all  its  consequences 
it  profifted' them.  With  its  other  effects,  if  gave 
them  the  command  of  southern  trade,  and  thus  in- 
creased our  dependence  upon  them,  and  multiplied 
our  debts  to  them.  Let  us  not  be  understood  as 
mentioning  these  things  in  the  spirit  of  complaint 
or  disaffection,  but  in  confirmation  of  the  positions 
which  we  assumed  at  the  opening  of  onr  remarks. 
Indeed,  the  southern  people  now  reap  no  small  bene- 
fit from  the  measure  which  has  been  so  favorable  to 
their  northern  fiiends.  It  has  enlarged  the  demand 
for  their  principal  staple,  and  opened  to  them  a home 
market,  where  they  can  be  supplied  with  many  ar- 
ticles in  daily  use  at  the  south,  upon  better  terms 
than  they  are  offered  in  any  othpr  market. 

But,  fellow  citizens,  how  trivial  would  all  our 
other  losses  have  seemed,  had  we  only  secured  to 
ourselves  the  importer’s  profits!  We  have  sup- 
posed the  foreign  importations  to  have  equalled  in 
value  but  four  times  the  amount  of  the  duties  levied 
upon  them.  We  know  them  to  have  b-en  wtrtli  a 
hundred  millions,  arid  but  a hundred  millions,  more 
— a fact  worthy  of  a parsing  noticp;  for,  as  the  duties 
were  very  low  up  to  the  year  18!fl,  it  provps  that, 
since  i h at  time,  the  government  must  have  absorb- 
ed little  short  of  half  (he  value  of  all  the  goods 
brought  into  the  country.  Ten  per  cent,  upon  the 
portion  of  those  goods  purchased  w ith  southern  pro- 
duce, would  have  placed  at  the  command  of  our 
ppople  all  that  could  minister  to  taste  or  sense. — 
But  it  is  gone  with  the  other  millions  that  we  have 
lost  by  our  .supineness;  and  it  is  onlv  because  a gra- 
cious Providence  has  blessed  ns  with  resources  that 
npver  fell  to  the  lot  of  a nation  before,  that  we  have 
not  long  since  had  onr  energies  awakened  by  the 
perils  of  utter  destitution.  But  so  essential  have 
our  staples  become  to  the  whole  world,  that  we  ne- 
ver w'ant  market  for  them;  and  so  abundant  the 
crops,  that  we  can  live  ou  tlipir  lowest  prices,  and 
grow  rich  in  an  instant,  w hen  they  command  the 
highest. 

From  this  hasty  review,  it  appears  that,  under 
circumstances  infinitely  more  adverse  to  a dir°ct 
trade  with  foreign  nations  than  those  which  now 
surround  ns,  we  not  only  carried  on  such  a trade, 
but  took  the  lead  in  it.  We  have  seen  that,  with 
the  industry,  enterprise  and  economy  of  our  north- 
ern brethren,  and  with  equal  favor  from  the  govern- 
ment, we  must  not  only  have  far  surpassed  them  in 


wealth,  but  that  we  must  have  been  the  most  pros- 
perous people  on  the  globe.  We  have  seen  that 
on i own  improvidence,  the  shrewder  policy  of 
northern  friends,  and  the  unequal  action  ol  the  go- 
vernment, have  all  conspired  to  bring  upon  us  our 
present  embarrassments — not  that  they  arethe  im- 
mediate cause,  but  that  they  have  so  far  weakened 
us,  and  made  us  so  conpletely  dependent  upon  the 
people  of  the  north  for  every  tiling,  that  the  least 
shock  to  commerce  prostrates  us,  ami  the  least  pres- 
sure upon  them  is  turned  upon  us  with  redoubled 
force.  We  have  seen  why  it  is  that  the  one  people 
has  risen  like  the  rocket,  ami  the  other  has  fallen 
like  its  stick.  We  have  seen  that  their  positions 
must  have  been  reversed,  if  the  southern  people 
had  maintained  their  foreign  trarlp.  The  opportu- 
nity is  now  offered  to  them  to  resume  it,  and  to  reap 
the  ricli  rewards  from  it  that  t hey  have  hitherto 
transferred  to  other  hands.  Fellow  ciiizeris,  will 
you  not  resume  it?  Every  thing  now  encourages 
you  to  do  so.  American  commerce  is  almost  re- 
leased from  its  fetters,  and  your  resources  w ill  en- 
able you  to  control  it.  You  are  not  wanting  in 
means,  in  skill,  in  ports  or  waters,  to  accomplish 
the  great  enterprise.  The  legislatures  of  your  re- 
spective states  have  made  easy  the  way,  and  safe 
the  attempt  to  accomplish  it.  They  have  author- 
ised you  to  form  associations  for  this  purpose,  ill 
which  you  may  invest  what  you  please,  without 
hazard  of  more  than  you  invest.  Your  interests, 
social,  pecuniary  and  polilical,  are  deeply  involved 
in  it.  A single,  bold,  united,  manly  effort,  on  your 
part,  and  the  tiling  is  hone.  Every  citizen  must 
take  an  interest  in  it — every  citizen  has  a part  in  it. 

And  while  we  are  directing  our  united  exertions 
to  the  great  object,  let  us  not  forget  the  auxiliary 
duties  which  devolve  upon  us  as  individuals.  Let 
us  reform  from  our  habits  of  extravagance.  Let 
us  become  an  industrious,  economical,  and  domestic 
people;  and  what  we  practise  ourselves,  let  ns  teach 
our  children.  Let  ns  make  more  of  them  merchants; 
scientific,  reputable,  practical  merchants.  Let  our 
planters  reform  their  agricultural  systems.  Let 
them  resolve  to  buy  nothing  that  their  farms  can 
produce,  and  to  sell  bread  stuffs  underevery  season. 
By  this  policy  they  will  not  gain  more  in  indepen- 
dence, than  in  wealth;  for  their  cotton  crops  re- 
duced one-fourth,  would  command  a higher  price 
than  they  now  do.  Nature  has  practically  demon- 
strated this  truth  to  our  planters,  again  and  again; 
but  they  w ill  not  profit  by  her  lessons.  Never  does 
she  shorten  their  crops,  that  they  are  not  more  than 
compensated  in  the  price;  and  yet  they  cannot  be 
persuaded  to  shorten  them  themselves.  In  1325,  a 
rumor  was  spread  and  generally  believed,  that  the 
cotton  crop  on  hand,  would  not  supply  the  demand 
by  some  fifty  or  a hundred  thousand  bales;  and  im- 
mediately the  article  rose  from  twelve  or  thirteen 
cents,  to  thirty.  No  class  ol  the  community  are 
=o  deeply  interested  in  a direci  trade  as  they  are. — 
For  the  want  of  it.  as  we  have  seen,  Ihey  lose  in 
the  price  of  all  that  they  raise,  and  all  that  they 
consume. 

But  if  has  been  said  that  we  cannot  carry  on  a 
trade  with  foreign  nations,  because  we  have  not  the 
requisite  capital.  This  is  to  say,  the  people  of  the 
southern  states,  with  the  most  ample  resources,  that 
any  people  of  equal  numbers  ever  possessed,  can- 
not do  that  which  all  nations  have  done,  from  the 
Phoenicians  to  the  Texians.  Have  we  less  capital 
now  than  we  had  in  176.9?  Did  the  capital  which 
made  Virgo  in  and  South  Carolina  larger  importers 
than  all  the  northern  states  combined,  desert  them 
immediately  upon  the  adoption  of  the  federal  con- 
stitution. and  flee  to  the  northern  states?  But  w hat 
is  the  capital  that  sustains  the  foreign  commerce  of 
tlie  United  States  at  this  time?  Cash?  Banknotes? 
Why  ajl  the  specie  and  bank  notes  in  circulation 
three  years  ago.  between  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the 
Sabine,  would  not  have  purchased  the  exports  of 
1836:  and  all  the  specie  in  Europe  and  the  United 
States,  would  not  purchase  llie  exports  for  six  years 
to  corne,  at  that  year’s  prices — a fact  that  seems  to 
have  been  overlooked,  when  the  cotton  and  specie 
traffic  was  so  strongly  recommended  to  us,  in  by- 
gone days.  A.nd  yet  the  exports  of  that  year  were 
bought  and  sold. 

How  was  the  operation  effected?  We  will  take 
a southern  staple,  for  the  sake  of  illustration,  and  a 
small  part  to  represent  the  whole  crop,  and  exhibit 
ti  e process  The  northern  importer  formed  com- 
mercial connexions  at  the*  south  and  in  Liverpool. 
He  ordered  the  southern  house  to  lay  in  for  him  a 
thousand  bales  of  cotton,  and  to  draw  on  him  for 
the  price.  The  draft  was  drawn,  and  sold  forsouth- 
ern  bank  notes,  to  some  one  who  wanted  northern 
funds. - The  notes  paid  the  planter  for  the  cotton, 
who  bought  his  supplies  with  them,  from  the  mer- 
chant. who  returned  them  to  the  bank,  where  they 
remained  ready  to  purchase  as  much  more  cotton. 
The  cotton  went  on  to  the  northern  merchant,  wi*p 
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shipped  it  to  Liverpool,  and  upon  the  credit  of  it, 
drew  a bill  upon  the  Liverpool  house,  which  he  sold 
for  northern  bank  notes,  and  with  them  paid  the 
southern  draft.  The  Liverpool  merchant  turned 
the  cotton  into  goods,  and  shipped  them  to  his  cor- 
respondent at  the  north,  drew  a bill  upon  him,  which 
he  sold,  and  from  the  proceeds,  paid  his  acceptance, 
and  procured  the  goods  upon  a credit,  lor  the  bene- 
fit of  his  American  friend,  who  renewed  the  opera- 
tion before  the  time  of  credit  expired.  There  are 
variations  in  the  process,  which  we  have  not  time 
to  notice.  Sometimes  it  is  conducted  throughout, 
by  agents  of  foreign  houses  established  in  this 
country.  This  we  believe  is  now  the  usual  inode; 
and  other  modes  are  adopted,  according  to  circum- 
stances; but  in  this  way,  or  some  other  substantially 
the  same,  have  all  the  productions  of  the  country, 
which  have  gone  to  foreign  markets,  been  bought 
and  sold.  No  money  has  come  south,  gone  north, 
or  crossed  the  Atlantic.  The  traffic  has  been  con- 
ducted entirely  upon  credit.  We  have  only,  there- 
fore, to  clothe  our  merchants  with  the  same  credt 
that  the  northern  importer  has,  to  enable  them  to 
perform  the  same  office.  How  is  this  to  be  done? 
Simply  by  giving  them  the  control  of  as  much  pro- 
perty as  the  northern  importer  possesses.  It  mat- 
ters not  what  kind  of  property  you  give  them,  pro- 
vided it  equals  his  in  value.  His  property  is  his 
capital;  it  consists  of  houses,  ships  and  stocks  of 
different  kinds.  He  never  barters  these  for  goods; 
but  the  foreign  merchant  knowing  that  he  has  them, 
and  being  anxious  to  dispose  of  his  own  merchan- 
dise, very  readily  credits  him,  upon  the  strength  of 
his  resources.  But  who  supposes,  that  this  kind  of 
capital  is  essential  to  foreign  trader  If  the  planters 
of  the  south  would  place  ten  bales  on  the  hundred 
of  their  next  year’s  cotton  crop,  in  the  hands  of 
merchants  in  the  six  principal  seaports,  the  mer- 
chants iri  each  city  would  have  a capital  of  more 
than  half  a million;  quite  as  good  in  ail  respects,  as 
any  merchant  in  the  Union  possesses,  of  so  great  a 
value.  NTay,  far  better;  for  their  capital  would  en- 
ter into  their  trade — would  go  to  Europe  possessing 
all  the  properties  of  coin  for  commercial  purposes 
would  itself  establish  the  owners’  credit  there — or 
rather,  set  all  credit  at  defiance,  and  convert  their 
traffic  into  a cash  business.  Does  the  world  pro- 
duce such  a capital  for  foreign  commerce?  Indeed, 
almost  all  the  capital  of  the  country,  has  to  be  re- 
solved into  this,  before  it  is  of  any  value  to  trade 
upon  abroad. 

The  next  best  capital  to  cotton  is  money;  and 
this  is  at  the  command  of  the  southern  people,  in 
any  quantity,  that  the  most  active  commerce  may 
require.  When,  therefore,  we  are  taunted  by  north- 
ern piragraphists  with  “plantations  arid  negroes 
will  not  be  easily  bartered  foi  merchandise  in  Eu- 
rope,” we  excuse  the  insult,  in  charity  to  the  igno- 
rance which  it  betrays;  and  in  further  indulgence, 
we  reply,  “quite  as  easily  as  Wall  street  buildings, 
and  Wall  street  stocks.  The  difference  between 
the  two  kinds  of  property  is,  that  the  one  produces 
that  which  will  buy  goods  in  Europe,  and  the  other 
does  not.” 

Wo  mo3t  earnes'ly  invite  the  attention  of  the 
southern  people  to  this  great  interest.  We  beg  them 
to  promote  it,  by  availing  themselves  of  the  privi- 
leges which  the  legislatures  of  their  respective  states 
have  offered  to  them.  We  feel  well  assured  that 
all  who  make  investments  in  the  importing  busi- 
ness, will  reap  large  profits frogi  it.  Managed  with 
common  prudence,  it  must  bo  profitable.  Two 
gentlemen  of  Savannah,  long  practised  in  mercan- 
tile business,  and  of  large  resources,  proposed  form- 
ing a co  partnership  in  the  importing  trade,  if  they 
could  meet  with  proper  encouragement  upon  these 
terms;  That  the  country  merchants  who  might 
join  the  association,  should  be  supplied  with  their 
goods  at  cost  and  charges;  and  the  firm  would  look 
to  sales  to  disinterested  individuals  for  its  profits. 
Under  such  an  arrangement  the  country  merchants 
would  only  to  have  to  hand  in  Uieir  orders,  receive 
theirsnpplies  in  a month  or  two,  direct  from  the  fac- 
tories, and  at  the  lowest  rates,  and.  at  the  same  lime, 
be  drawing  a handsome  interest  upon  the  capital 
invested.  What  country  merchant  would  refuse  to 
become  a partner  in  such  an  establishment?  But 
we  take  higher  ground  than  mere  pecuniary  inter- 
est. We  address  ourselves  to  the  patriotism  of  the 
southern  people,  to  theirpride  of  character,  to  their 
regard  for  the  rising  race,  to  their  love  of  indepen- 
dence— and  by  all  these  considerations,  we  solicit 
them,  to  put  at  hazard  something,  for  the  recovery 
of  our  lost  commerce.  We  believe,  tiiat  a gratui- 
tous contribution  to  this  object,  of  ten  per  cent, 
from  a year’s  income  of  every  citizen  of  the  south, 
would  in  the  end  be  to  all,  the  best  investment  that 
they  ever  made.  We  urge  upon  the  citizens  of  the 
southern  and  southwestern  states  to  send  represen- 
tatives to  the  convention  to  be  held  in  Augusta  in 
October  next,  to  devise  means  of  accomplishing 


our  all  important  object.  The  advantage  s of  the 
former  meeting  have  already  been  signally  felt. 
They  have  aroused  a spirit  ol  inquiry  into  this  mat 
ter,  which  profoundly  instructs,  while  it  greatly 
amazes,  us.  They  have  prod  11  c d concert  of  ac- 
tion, and  harmony  of  feeling  in  the  southern  states. 
By  one  impulse,  they  have  moved  all  the  legislative 
bodies  of  the  south  to  our  assistance.  They  have 
awakened  active  exertions  in  the  people  of  the  se- 
veral states,  to  give  their  states  the  lead  in  the  great 
enterprise.  So  much  they  have  done;  and  more 
will  they  doubtless  do,  as  i heir  numbers  increase. 
We  promise  ourselves  from  them,  united  counsel 
and  a mighty  effort,  in  pushing  on  our  great  works 
of  internal  improvements.  From  all  our  tea  ports, 
are  railways  extending  in  every  direclion,  over  the 
broad  area  of  onr  feltile  country — admirable  pie- 
cursers  of  our  admirable  desig  . Future  conven- 
tions will  consider  how  these  may  he  converted 
into  bonds  of  union — how  they  may  he  combined  and 
extended  for  the  common  good.  How  strongly  do 
they  recommend  to  the  people  of  the  south  unusual 
and  untiring  exertions  to  reclaim  their  lost  com- 
merce! In  eight  and  forty  hours,  they  will  lay  the 
planters  produce  upon  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic — 
in  as  many  hours  more,  they  will  lay  the  proceeds 
of  it  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  Availing  our- 
selves of  our  own  ports,  of  our  own  ships,  and  of 
the  agency  w hich  makes  our  roads  so  useful,  we 
may  in  twenty  days  place  onr  staples  in  Europe; 
and  in  as  many  morp,  receive  the  avails  of  them  at 
our  own  doors.  Why,  with  these  advantages  before 
us,  should  we  send  our  produce  a coast-wise  voyage 
of  a thousand  miles,  and  then  travel  as  far  our- 
selves, to  gather  a small  part  of  its  returns?  Sinc- 
our  attention  has  been  directed  to  this  subject,  noth- 
ing amazes  us  more,  than  that  it  should  have  been 
reserved  for  the  year  1836,  and  for  a gentleman  in 
a small  town  two  hundred  miles  in  the  interior  of 
Georgia,  to  arouse  the  people  of  the  south,  to  a 
sense  ol  the  losses  which  they  were  sustaining,  and 
the  advantages  they  were  losing,  by  their  neglect 
of  a dir  ct  trade  with  foreign  nations.  If  we  im- 
prove the  hint  which  that  gentleman  has  dropped, 
as  we  should,  he  will  have  conferred  a favor  upon 
the  southern  states,  which  they  can  never  over-ap- 
preciate,  or  duly  rew  ard. 

The  committee  deem  it  unnecessary  and  inex- 
pedient to  enlarge  upon  the  probable  benefits  that 
would  result  from  the  accomplishment  of  our  pur- 
pose. They  may  be  inferred  from  the  retrospect 
which  we  have  taken. 

If  the  reader  require  belter  evidence  than  this, 
let  him  look  to  the  state,  that  has  improved  the  ad- 
vantages, which  we  have  neglected.  In  183!)  “New 
York  imported  six  times  the  amount  of  her  exports, 
while  tile  south  amt  southwestern  states  imported 
little  more  than  one-fourth  of  theirs.”  Which  is  in 
the  most  prosperous  condition?  Could  we  divide 
between  our  southern  seaports,  but  a fourth  of  the 
commerce,  of  the  chief  city  of  the  empire  state,  it 
would  diffuse  new  life  and  activity  through  ail  the 
states  in  which  those  seaports  are  located.  The 
committee  on  ways  and  means  before  quoted,  say 
“the  collector  of  the  city  of  New  York  received  in 
1836,  at  the  custom  house,  five  millions  of  dollars.” 
We  know,  that  in  1833,  the  officers  in  pay  of  the 
government,  who  were  employed  in  those  custom 
houses,  were  considerably  tile  rise  of  three  hundred, 
independent  of  i heir  private  assistants.  In  1836. 
they  probably  all  together  amounted  to  five  or  six 
hundred.  A village  population  of  collectors,  with 
a million  per  annum  in  their  pockets  received  main- 
ly from  the  proceeds  of  southern  industry!  Who 
can  contemplate  a city  enjoying  such  a commerce, 
without  the  liveliest  admiration!  To  what  an  inter- 
esting train  of  reflections  does  it  give  rise!  What 
throngs  of  merchants  are  gathered  there,  to  bear  her 
stores  through  all  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
great  republic!  How  vast  the  multitude  of  labor- 
ers, deriving  an  easy  subsistence,  from  bearing  her 
merchandise  from  ship  to  slore,  and  from  store  to 
shin  again! 

How  countless  the  numberof  artisans,  made  busy 
by  her  shipping!  Of  clerks,  in  honorable  service, 
and  valuable  schooling  in  every  branch  of  trade! 
Of  public  officer*,  draw  n hither  by  her  commerce, 
and  feeding  on  its  fruits!  While  over  all,  and  mov- 
ing all,  and  richer  than  all,  the  importer  presides. 
He  it  is,  who  gives  life,  and  spirit,  and  activity  to 
the  busy  mart.  His  tribute  is  fifleen  millions  per 
annum,  levied  upon  as  many  of  his  countrymen. 
It  is  to  raise  vour  portion  of  this  tribute,  fellow- 
citizens,  that  you  are  now  exchanging  redeemable 
for  unredeemable  notes,  and  giving  large  odds  for 
the  privilege.  That  yon  are  giving  articles  prized 
by  ail  the  world,  for  paper,  which  hut  for  your  vo- 
luntary servitude,  would  be  as  worthless  to  you,  as 
the  refuse  of  which  it  is  marlp.  That  you  are  sub- 
mitting to  daily  sacrifices  in  a thousand  forms,  and 
fearfully  large,  to  raise  funds,  the  use  of  which  you 


had  never  known,  had  you  known  how  to  use  your 
own  resources.  That  you  are  burdened  with  debt, 
and  your  peace  disturbed,  by  (tie  still  heavier  bur- 
dens, which  it  threatens  to  bring  upon  you.  It  w as 
to  visit  this  lordling’s  domain,  ride  abroad  in  bis 
ships,  or  draw  a mite  Irom  his  stores,  that  many  a 
worthy  son  of  the  south  has  found  a grave  in  the 
waters  ol  the  Atlantic.  And  yet,  fellow  citizens, 
he  is  almost  as  completely  in  your  power,  as  the 
nursling  is  in  its  mother’s.  You  hold  the  element 
Irom  which  lie  derives  liis  strength,  and  you  have 
only  to  w ithdraw  it,  to  make  him  as  subservient  to 
you,  as  you  now  are  to  him.  You  have  but  to  speak 
the  word,  and  bis  empire  is  transferred  to  your  ow  n 
soil,  and  his  sovereignty  to  the  sons  of  that  soil. 

Were  this  done,  there  would  be  an  end  to  the  un- 
equal barter  of  which  we  have  spoken.  The  dole- 
ful cry  lor  northern  funds  would  be  hushed.  The 
speculators  upon  southern  distiess  would  cease. 
The  disorders  of  the  currency  would  be  healed. 
The  relation  ol  the  commercial  agency  would  he 
changed.  They  w ould  be  acquaintances  and  friends, 
identical  in  feeling  and  interest;  enjoying  mutual 
confidence,  and  interchanging  mutual  favors.  It 
would  be  their  interest  and  their  pleasure  to  sustain 
each  other  in  times  of  distress.  Debtors  would  not 
be  summoned  two  hundred  miles  liom  home  to  an- 
swer the  demands  ol  their  creditors,  nor  to  their 
other  burdens,  would  be  added  the  enormous  costs 
of  the  federal  judicatories.  The  fountain  and  the 
streams  of  commerce  lying  all  within  our  land, 
would  enrich  it  to  an  extent  that  none  can  foresee. 
Onr  works  ol  internal  improvement  would  rt  ceive 
a nevv  and  ever-accelerating  impetus.  Our  droop- 
ing cities  would  be  revived — our  creeping  com- 
merce w inged;  and  all  the  blessings,  physical,  moral, 
and  intellectual,  which  invariably  accompany  afflu- 
ence and  independence,  would  be  ours.  Fellow 
citizens,  shall  be  ours?  Or  is  this  great  enterprise 
in  which  our  honor,  our  interests,  our  safety,  our 
all,  is  involved,  to  end  in  a few  convulsive  efforts, 
and  a few  bootless  appeals? 

FOREIGN  PAUPERS. 

Message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting information  required  bn  the  resolution  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  the  ?A)th  ultimo,  in 
relation  to  the  introduction  of  foreign  paupers  into 
the  United  Stutes. 

May  15,  1S38.  Read,  and  referred  to  a select  com- 
mittee. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United.  States: 
I herewith  transmit  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, reports  liom  the  secretary  of  state  and  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  with  accompanj  ing  papers, 
in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  ol  the  30lh 
ultimo,  relating  to  the  introduction  of  foreign  pau- 
pers into  the  United  States. 

M.  VAN  EUREN. 
Washington,  May  11,  1838. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  May  10,  1838. 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  has  been  refer- 
red the  resolution  ol  the  house  ol  representatives 
ol  the  30th  ultimo,  requesting  the  president  to  com- 
municate to  that  body  “copies  of  all  correspondence 
and  communications  which  have  passed  between 
this  and  any  foreign  government,  and  the  officers 
or  agents  thereof,  relating  to  the  introduction  of 
foreign  paupers  into  the  United  States;”  and,  “also, 
v\  hat  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken  to  prevent  the 
introduction  of  such  paupers  into  the  United  States;” 
has  the  honor  to  report  to  the  president  the  accom- 
panying correspondence,  which  contains  all  the  in- 
formation on  the  files  of  this  department  relating  to 
the  subject- matter  of  the  resolution  above  referred 
to.  Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
The  president  of  the  United  States. 

Extract  from  a letter  of  Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  dated  Jvgvst  1,  1831. 

A letter  from  Mr.  Harrison,  a copy  of  which  is 
annexed,  informs  the  depaituient  that  some  law 
(local,  it  must  lie  presumed)  in  the  island  ol  Jamai- 
ca, obliges  all  foreign  vessels,  under  a heavy  penal- 
ly, to  carry  from  the  island  a number  of  paupers  in 
proportion  to  their  tonnage;  and  t hat  this  is  daily 
enforced  against  the  American  shipping.  It  is  not 
believed  that  this  abuse  can  be  counlenanced.  But 
yon  will  make  the  proper  representations,  and  pro- 
cure an  order  forthe  discontinuance  of  the  practice, 
and  compensation  to  those  who  have  suffered  by  it. 

Mr.  Harrison  to  Mr.  Livingston. — (Extracts. ) 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 
Kingston,  Jamaica,  June  28,  1831. 
Sir;  I do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I 
was  called  upon  yesterday  by  most  of  the  masters 
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and  supercargoes  of  American  vessels  now  in  this 
port,  who  complained  of  a law  which  obliges  all 
foreign  vessels  under  one  hundred  tons  to  take  a 
pauper  (or  such  other  person  that  it  maybe  desira- 
ble to  get  rid  of)  on  board,  and  carry  him  or  them 
off  the  island;  and  those  above  that  size,  one  for 
every  hundred  tons  burden,  at  the  rate  of  $10  each, 
under  a penalty  of  £ 100  currency,  or  $300. 

* * * * * * 

It  appears,  when  a pauper  wishes  to  leave  the 
island,  it  is  only  necessary  to  select  the  vessel  he  is 
desirous  to  go  in;  he  then  accompanies  the  officer 
charged  with  the  execution  of  the  law  in  question 
to  the  consignee,  to  whom  the  $10  is  tendered  for 
the  man’s  passage,  and,  if  refused,  the  fine  is  then 
inflicted.  You  are  aware  that  many  of  our  vessels 
trading  to  this  island  are  so  very  small,  that  masters 
and  crew  live  together  in  the  cabin,  and,  if  they 
are  not  all  related,  are  the  sons  of  neighbors  and 
friensia . It  must  therefore  be  very  disagreeable  to 
have  a stranger  forced  among  them,  and  whom,  for 
aught  they  know,  a very  dangerous  character; 
wherby  not  only  the  safety  of  vessel  and  property 
may  be  endangered  but  their  lives  also. 

* *'  * * * * 

From  the  circumstance  of  the  states  of  the  union 
having  laws  which  prohibit  the  landing  of  paupers, 
&c.,  masters  who  have  been  compelled  to  receive 
such  persons  on  board  their  vessels  at  this  place 
have  entered  them  on.  the  shipping  articles  as  seamen. 
I have  reproached  some  who  have  done  it  and  are 
about  to  do  it  again;  but  they  plead  necessity,  say- 
ing if  they  reported  them  as  passengers  it  wmuld 
give  them  difficulty,  and  to  avoid  which  they  are 
compelled  to  use  deception. 

I have  no  means,  while  I remain  unauthorized  to 
act  in  an  official  character,  to  ascertain  the  number 
of  persons  who  have  been  thus  clandestinely  intro- 
duced into  the  United  States,  but  I am  informed 
that  there  are  now  about  one  hundred  in  the  hospital 
of  Kingston  alone;  and  as  there  are  scarcely  any 
other  foreigners  trading  to  the  colony  but  Ameri- 
cans, the  greater  part  of  those  people  will  find  their 
way  to  the  United  States  in  the  manner  already  de- 
scribed to  you.  It  is  true  that  English  vessels  are 
also  bound  to  take  away  these  unfortunate  persons; 
but  as  they  were  compelled  to  leave  England  for 
want,  or  improper  conduct,  it  is  not  likely  they  will 
volunteer  to  return,  and  I am  therefore  not  wrong 
in  saying  they  will  all  go  to  the  United  States. 

The  injustice  of  compelling  our  vessels  to  take 
persons  of  this  class  on  board  is  so  apparent,  that  I 
forbear  making  the  least  remark,  because  I know 
you  will  do  a!l  that  may  be  deemed  necessary.  In 
the  mean  time,  I pray  you  to  accept  the  assurance 
of  the  profound  respect  with  which  I have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
‘ROBERT  MONROE  HARRISON. 
Hon.  Edward  Livingston,  secretary  of  state,  Wash- 
ington. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Li- 
vingston, dated 

London,  January  1-f,  1S32. 

I herewith  communicate  to  you  the  copy  of  a 
note  which  I addressed,  on  the  lCJth  ultimo,  to  lord 
Palmerston,  remonstrating  against  an  act  in  force  in 
the  island  of  Jamaica  to  compel  masters  of  Ameri- 
can vessels  sailing  from  that  colony  to  carry  away 
a number  of  paupers,  proportioned  to  the  tonnage 
of  the  vessels,  which  formed  the  ground  of  a com- 
dairit  made  to  you  in  a letter  from  our  consul  at 
lingston,  dated  the  2Sth  of  June  last.  During  my 
absence  from  town,  on  a short  excursion  which  I 
made  into  the  country  during  the  Christmas  holy- 
days,  lord  Palmerston’s  answer  to  iny  note  was  re- 
ceived at  the  legation,  and  communicated  to  you 
by  Mr.  Vail  on  the  29th  ultimo.  A duplicate  copy 
of  that  answer  also  accompanies  this  despatch. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  to  lord  Palmerston. 

Stratford  place,  December  16,  1831. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, has  the  honor)  in  pursuance  of  instructions 
from  his  government,  to  communicate  to  the  right 
honorable  lord  viscount  Palmerston,  his  majesty’s 
principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  the 
enclosed  extract  of  a letter  Irom  Robert  Monroe 
Harrison,  esq.,  consul  of  the  United  Slates  in  the 
island  of  Jamaica,  and  to  invite  his  attention  to  the 
complaint  therein  made. 

It  appears  from  the  extract  referred  to,  that  the 
authorities  of  Kingston,  by  virtue  of  some  law  or 
regulation  in  force  in  the  island,  compel,  under 
heavy  penalties,  the  masters  of  American  vessels 
sailing  from  that  port  to  carry  away,  on  receiving  a 
trifling  compensation,  a certain  description  of  per- 
sons, in  numbers  proportioned  to  the  tonnage  of  the 
vessels.  Whether  the  power  thus  exercised  by  Ihe 
authorities  of  Jamaica  have  its  origin  in  British  co- 


lonial or  municipal  legislation,  the  undersigned 
feels  satisfied  that  his  majesty’s  government  will 
readily  perceive  the  injustice  of  its  application  to 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  the  great  in- 
convenience which  cannot  but  arise  from  it  to  per- 
sons engaged  in  commerce  with  that  island.  Un- 
der this  conviction,  the  undersigned  indulges  the 
hope  that  lord  Palmerston  will,  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible,  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  had  into  the 
causes  of  the  grievance  complained  of;  and  that  his 
majesty’s  government  will  give  orders  for  the  im- 
mediate discontinuance  of  a practice  so  injurious 
to  the  trade  now  carried  on  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  colonial  possessions,  and  so 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  recent  arrangement  by 
which  it  is  now  regulated;  and  also  for  a suitable 
indemnity  to  the  persons  who  may  have  suffered 
by  if. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  renew  to  lord  Palmerston  the  assurance  of 
his  highest  consideration. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Lord  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

Foreign  office,  December  27,  1S31. 

The  undersigned,  his  majest3'’s  principal  secre- 
tary of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  has  the  honor  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  the  note  of  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren, envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary from  the  United  States  of  America  to  this 
court,  dated  the  16th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  an 
act  in  operation  at  Kingston,  in  Jamaica,  by  which 
the  masters  of  vessels  sailing  from  that  port  are 
compelled,  under  certain  penalties  and  conditions, 
to  receive  paupers  on  board,  and  to  convoy  them  to 
the  port  whither  the  vessel  may  be  bound. 

The  undersigned  hastens  to  inform  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren that  the  subject  of  his  representation  had  al- 
ready been  brought  under  the  notice  of  his  majes- 
ty’s  government,  through  his  majesty’s  charge  d’af- 
faires at  Washington;  and  that  the  undersigned  has 
had  th»  satisfaction  of  being  enabled  to  inform  the 
goversment  ot  the  United  States,  by  the  last  pack- 
et, that  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Jamaica,  of 
w'hich  the  American  government  complain,  will  ex- 
pire the  31st  December  of  Ihe  present  year,  and 
that  instructions  will  be  transmitted  to  the  governor 
of  Jamaica  to  withhold  his  assent  from  any  other 
act  which  may  be  passed  containing  the  same  or 
any  similar  provision. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr. 
Van  Buren  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  con- 
sideration. PALMERSTON. 

Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Bankhead. 

Department  of  state, 

Washington,  July  26,  1831. 

The  undersigned,  secretary  of  slate  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  Mr.  Bank- 
head,  his  Britannic  majesty ’s  charge  d’affaires,  that 
he  has  just  received  intelligence  of  the  existence 
of  a regulation  at  the  island  of  Jamaica,  which 
obliges  all  foreign  vessels  trading  with  and  clearing 
from  that  island,  under  heavy  penalties,  to  receive 
on  board  and  bring  aw  ay  the  paupers  of  the  city,  in 
number  proportioned  to  the  tonnage  of  the  several 
vessels;  but  whether  such  regulation  is  made  in 
virtue  of  orders  from  the  government  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, or  is  in  execution  of  some  municipal  law,  the 
undersigned  is  not  informed,  and,  for  obvious  rea- 
sons, is  willing  to  believe  that  it  originated  in  some 
unauthorised  ordinance  of  the  latter  description. — 
He  hegs  leave,  therefore,  to  trouble  Mr.  Bankhead 
with  the  inquiry,  whether  he  has  any  knowledge  of 
the  existence  of  such  a regulation,  that  he  may  be 
enabled,  with  more  certainly,  to  make  the  neces- 
sary representations  against  its  execution,  as  far  as 
respects  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself,  with  pleasure, 
of  the  occasion,  to  offer  to  Mr.  Bankhead  the  assur- 
ance of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 

EDWD.  LIVINGSTON. 

To  Charles  Bankhead,  esq.  his  Britannic  majesty’s 
charge  d’affaires. 

Mr.  Bankhead  to  Mr.  Livingston. 

Washington,  July  30,  1831. 

The  undersigned,  his  Britannic  majesty’s  charge 
d’affaires,  begs  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  note.which  Mr.  Livingston,  secretary  of  state 
of  the  United  States,  did  him  the  honor  to  address 
to  him  on  the  26th  instant. 

The  undersigned  regrets  that  he  is  unable,  at 
once,  to  answer  Mr.  Livington’s  inquiry  respecting 
the  alleged  compulsion,  on  the  part  of  the  authori- 
ties of  the  island  of  Jamaica,  upon  the  masters  of 
foreign  vessels,  to  receive  and  carry  away  paupers 
on  board  their  vessels. 

He  will,  however,  forthwith  communicate  Mr. 
Livingston’s  note  to  his  majesty’s  governor  of  Ja- 
maica, and,  as  soon  as  he  receives  his  excellency’s 


reply,  he  will  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the 
same  to  the  secretary  of  stale. 

The  undersigned  takes  this  occasion  Jo  renew  to 
Mr.  Livingston  the  assurance  of  his  most  distin- 
guished consideration. 

CHARLES  BANKHEAD. 

Mr.  Bankhead  to  Mr.  Livingston. 

Washington,  October 1,  1831. 
The  undersigned,  his  Britannic  majesty’s  charge 
d’affaires,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Mr.  Livings- 
ton, secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States,  the  copy 
of  part  of  an  act  of  assembly  of  Jamaica,  passed  in 
February  last,  obliging  masters  of  vessels  sailing 
from  that  island  to  receive  on  board,  upon  specified 
terms,  inmates  of  the  Kingston  public  hospital  who 
may  be  desirous  of  leaving  his  majesty’s  posses- 
sions. 

The  undersigned  lost  no  time  in  submitting  to 
his  majesty’s  governor  of  Jamaica  Mr.  Livingston’s 
note  of  the  26th  of  July  upon  this  subject;  and  he 
trusts  lhat  the  document  which  he  now  begs  leave 
to  enclose  will  do  away  w'ith  any  unfavorable  im- 
pression which  may  have  existed  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  law  which  the  legislature  of  Jamaica  have 
thought  it  expedient  to  enact. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr. 
Livingston  the  assurances  ot  his  distinguished  con- 
sideration. 

CHARLES  BANKHEAD. 
Copy  of  ihe  29 th  clause  of  an  act  passed  by  the  legis- 
lature of  Jamaica  on  the  24 Hi  February,  1831,  en- 
titled “Jin  act  for  raising  a tax  by  the  poll,  and  on 
trades,  supercargoes  and  masters  of  vessels,  and 
on  houses,  and  on  certain  wheel-carriages,  and  ap- 
plying ihe  same  to  several  uses,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.” 

XXIX.  And  whereas  the  public  hospital  at 
Kingston  is  supported  at  great  expense,  and  affords 
relief  to  transient  poor  persons  and  vessels  of  all 
countries  trading  to  this  island,  by  receiving  as 
many  men  from  them  as  are  sick  and  sent  to  it,  as 
well  as  persons  who  are  left  destitute  on  shore, 
manjr  ot  whom  remain  a much  longei  time  a burden 
on  the  public  than  is  necessary  for  their  health,  in 
consequence  of  masters  and  owners  of  vessels  de- 
manding excessive  or  unreasonable  sums  of  ir.onc-v 
for  their  passages;  for  remedy  whereof,  Le  it  enact- 
ed by  Ihe  authority  aforesaid,  That  whenever  any 
inmate  or  inmates  of  the  Kingston  public  hospital 
shall  he  desirous  of  leaving  jhe  island,  and  to  be 
provided  with  a passage  to  any  country  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  master  and 
consignee  or  consignees  of  any  vessel  about  to  sail 
for  the  port  or  place  to  which  such  inn  ate  or  in- 
mates are  w illirig  to  go,  that  cne  or  more  of  the  said 
inmates  will  be  put  on  boaul  such  vessel,  but  riot  to 
exceed  one  for  every  vessel  under  one  hundred 
tons,  nor  to  exceed  one  for  eveiy  one  hundred  tons 
burden  of  larger  vessels;  and  the  master  shall  re- 
ceive such  inmates  on  hoard  his  vessel,  and  take 
care  of  and  support  and  protect  them,  and  carry 
them  to  the  port  of  her  destination,  unless  good 
cause  to  the  contrary  shall  he  forthwith  shown  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  sitting  magistrates  of  Kings- 
ton; and  the  said  master  shall  receive,  for  the  pas- 
sage and  support  of  each  ir.mate  put  on  hoard  his 
vessel  as  aforesaid,  at  the  rale  of  three  shillings  and 
four  pence  per  day,  computing  the  length  of  the 
passage  fifty  days  to  Europe,  thirty  days  to  the 
British  provinces  in  North  A merica,  tw  enly  days 
to  Bermuda  and  the  United  Slates  of  America 
north  of  St.  Augustine  and  all  places  to  the  east- 
ward of  St.  Domingo,  twelve  days  lo  New  Orleans, 
ten  days  to  all  other  foreign  places  to  the  south- 
ward of  Pensacola,  and  five  days  to  any  place  in 
this  island;  and  if  the  master  of  any  vessel  (o  whom 
nolice  has  been  given  as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  to 
receive  on  board  his  vessel  any  inmates  from  the 
public  hospital,  or  shall  not  cany  them  to  the  port 
of  her  destination,  lie  and  the  consignee  or  consign- 
ees ot  his  vessel  shall  be  liable  to  a fine  of  fifty 
pounds  for  each  inmate  so  left  behind,  which  shall 
be  recovered  in  a summary  manner  befoie  any  tw  o 
justices  of  the  peace. 

Vera  copia:  W.  G.  STEWART, 

Secretary  and  notary  public. 

Extract  af  a letter  from  Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Eank- 
heud,  dated 

, October  4,  1831. 

Sib:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  note  of  the  1st  instant,  by  which  you 
transmit  to  me  the  copy  of  a part  of  an  act  of  the 
assembly  of  Jamaica,  passed  in  February  last,  ob- 
liging, under  heavy  penalties,  the  masters  of  vessels 
about  to  sail  from  the  island  lo  take  ori  board  and 
convey  to  the  ports  of  their  destination  all  such 
paupers  as  are  willing  to  leave  the  island,  and  are 
to  be  provided  with  a passage  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. 
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This  act  is  so  obviously  injurious  in  its  opera- 
tion upon  the  United  States,  by  forcing  their  ships 
to  convey  to  this  country  any  pauper  who  chooses 
to  burden  it  with  his  support,  that  it  is  believed  the 
assembly  of  Jamaica  will,  on  a proper  representa- 
tion, repeal  a law  which  is  intended  to  disgorge  all 
the  inhabitants  of  its  hospitals  and  poor-houses  upon 
foreign  countries,  who  may  not  be  willing  to  re- 
ceive them.  It  also  imposes  individual  hardship  on 
the  master  or  owner  of  the  vessel  who  is  obliged  by 
the  state  laws,  in  most  or  all  our  ports,  to  find  secu- 
rity that  the  passengers  he  brings  shell  not  be- 
come chargeable  to  the  parish.  While  1 hope  that 
your  representation  may  induce  the  assembly  to  re- 
peal so  unjust  a law,  t must  in  the  meantime,  send 
a copy  of  the  act  to  our  minister  at  the  court  of  his 
Britannic  majesty,  with  instructions  to  ask  the 
interference  of  his  majesty’s  government  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Bankhead  to  Mr.  Livingston. 

Washington,  February  15,  1832. 

The  undersigned,  his  Britannic  majesty’s  charge 
d’affaires,  has  the  honor  to  acquaint  the  secretary 
of  state  of  the  United  States,  in  reference  to  the 
correspondence  which  has  taken  place  upon  the 
subject,  that  instructions  have  been  transmitted  by 
the  department  ol  the  colonies  to  his  majesty’s  go- 
vernor of  Jamaica  to  withhold  his  assent  from  the 
renewal  of  any  act  proposed  by  the  legislature  of 
that  island,  of  the  nature  of  that  which  expired  on 
the  31st  of  December  last,  compelling  masters  of 
merchant  vessels  to  receive  on  board  paupers  of  the 
Kingston  public  hospital,  and  to  carry  them  to  the 
port  to  which  the  vessel  may  be  bound. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr. 
Livingston  the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

CHARLES  BANKHEAD. 

Mr.  Bankhead  to  Mr.  Livingston. 

Washington,  October  3,  1832. 

The  undersigned,  his  Britannic  majesty’s  charge 
d’affaires,  has  the  honor  to  refer  the  secretary  of 
state  of  the  United  States  to  the  correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  respecting  the  clause  insert- 
ed in  a law  of  the  legislature  of  Jamaica,  compel- 
ling the  masters  of  the  vessels  trading  to  that  island 
from  the  United  States  to  receive  paupers  on  board, 
and  to  convey  them  to  the  port  to  which  the  vessels 
might  be  bound. 

The  undersigned  has  received  instructions  from 
his  majesty’s  government  to  acquaint  the  secretary 
of  state  that  the  clause  in  question  wras  not  intend- 
ed to  produce  the  effect  of  which  the  government 
of  the  United  States  complained;  and  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  proceedings  which  have  been  in- 
stituted by  the  governor  of  Jamaica,  it  has  now 
ceased  to  be  a law. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr. 
Livingston  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

CHARLES  BANKHEAD. 

Hon.  E.  Livingston, 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Brent  to  Mr.  Bank- 

head,  dated  October  8,  1832. 

“I  had  the  honor,  on  the  5th,  to  receive  the  note 
which  you  wrote  to  the  secretary  on  the  3d  of  this 
month,  stating  that  you  had  received  instructions 
from  your  government  to  inform  him  that  a clause 
in  a law  of  the  legislature  of  Jamaica  in  relation  to 
paupers,  which  had  been  noticed  by  the  secretary 
as  calculated  to  banish  persons  of  that  description 
from  the  saul  island  to  this  country,  though  notin- 
tended  to  produce  that  effect,  was  now  no  longer  in 
force;  and  I will  take  great  pleasure  in  submitting 
this  note  to  the  secretary  upon  his  return  to  the 
seat  of  government.” 

Treasury  department.  May  5,  1838. 

SrR:  In  regard  to  the  reference  made  by  you 
to  this  department  of  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  30th  ultimo,  calling  upon  you 
for  certain  information  upon  the  subject  of  “the  in- 
troduction of  foreign  paupers  into  the  United  Slates, 
I have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  all  that  has 
taken  place  respecting  the  subject  of  inquiry  at  this 
department. 

By  a resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States 
of  the  4th  of  July,  183G,  this  department  was  “di- 
rected to  cause  to  be  collected  and  laid  before  the 
senate,  at  its  next  session,  all  such  facts  and  in- 
formation as  can  be  obtained  through  the  custom 
house,  or  from  other  sources,  respecting  the  depor- 
tation of  paupers  from  Great  Britain  and  other 
places;  ascertaining,  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  what 
countries  such  persons  are  sent,  where  landed,  and 
what  provision,  if  any,  is  made  for  their  future  sup- 
port.” 

To  obtain  the  information  called  for  in  this  reso- 
lution, a circular  letter  was  addressed  to  certain 


United  States  consuls  and  commercial  agents,  under 
date  of  the  7th  of  July,  1836;  and,  under  the  same 
date,  the  collectors  of  the  customs  at  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  were  called 
upon  to  make  report  of  all  the  information  they 
could  obtain  upon  the  subject.  Copies  of  these 
letters  are  herewith  transmitted,  marked  1 and  2. 

On  the  7th  of  December,  1836,  the  department 
made  a report  to  the  senate,  accompanied  by  all  the 
information  which  had  then  been  received.  I have 
the  honor  respectfully  to  refer  the  president  to  this 
report,  which  will  be  found  in  the  1st  volume  of  the 
senate  documents  of  the  2d  session  of  the  24th  con- 
gress, No.  5. 

The  only  information  communicated  to  the  de- 
partment since  the  report  before  mentioned  was 
made,  is  contained  in  the  enclosed  papers,  number- 
ed from  3 to  9,  inclusive. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  Stales. 

No.  1. 

Circular  to  certain  consuls  and  commercial  agents  of 
the  United  States. 

Treasury  department,  July  7,  1836. 

Sir:  I beg  leave  to  invite  your  special  attention 
to  the  annexed  resolution,  adopted  by  the  senate  of 
the  United  States  on  the  4th  of  the  present  month, 
directing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  cause  to  be 
collected  and  laid  before  that  body,  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, information  respecting  the  deportation  of  pau- 
pers from  Great  Britain  and  other  places,  &.C.  Be- 
lieving that  your  official  station  affords  you  facili- 
ties of  obtaining  important  information  upon  this 
subject,  I will  thank  you  to  procure,  from  authentic 
sources,  such  facts  relating  to  the  inquiries  contain- 
ed in  the  resolution  as  will  enable  this  department 
to  comply  with  the  directions  of  the  senate.  I 
should  be  pleased  to  be  furnished  with  your  answer 
by  the  1st  of  November  next. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obebient, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

United  States  consul 

at . 

In  senate  of  the  United  States,  July,  4,  1836. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  cause  to  be  collected  and  laid  before  the 
senate,  at  its  next  session,  all  such  facts  and  infor- 
mation as  can  be  obtained  through  the  custom- 
house, or  from  other  sources,  respecting  the  depor- 
tation of  paupers  from  Great  Britain  and  other 
places;  ascertaining,  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  what 
countries  such  persons  are  sent,  where  landed,  and 
what  provision,  if  any,  is  made  for  their  future 
support. 

Attest:  WALTER  LOWRIE,  secretary. 

[Sent  to  consuls  at  the  following  places,  viz: 

London,  Liverpool,  Bristol,  Kingston-upon-Hull, 
Dirblin,  Belfast,  Cork,  Londonderry,  Galway,  Paris, 
Havre,  Antwerp,  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam,  Ham- 
burg, Bremen,  Leipsic,  Munich,  Cassel,  Leith, 
Dundee,  Glasgow.] 

No.  2. 

Treasury  department , July  7,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  I transmit  herewith  a copy  of  a 
resolution  adopted  by  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  on  the  4th  instant,  directing  the  department 
to  collect  and  lay  before  that  body,  at  the  next 
session,  information  respecting  the  deportation  of 
paupers  from  Great  Britain  and  other  places,  &c. 
I have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  furnish 
me  with  such  facts  and  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  resolution  as  you  may  be  able  to  obtain 
from  any  authentic  source,  and  will  be  pleased  to 
forward  the  same  to  the  department  by  the  1st  day 
of  November  next. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

To  the  collectors. 

of  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Balt. 

No.  3. 

Mayor's  office,  Baltimore,  July  5,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  hand  you,  undera  blank 
cover,  a German  newspaper;  and  I now  enclose  you 
a translation  of  that  part  which  relates  to  the 
United  States.  A highly  respectable  German  gen- 
tlemen handed  me  the  newspaper,  and  added,  that 
he  had  reason  to  believe  that  certain  German  go- 
vernments mean  to  disburden  themselves  of  bad 
characters  by  sending  them  to  the  United  States.  I 
have  thought  that  congress  may  be  disposed  to  take 
some  order  on  the  subject.  Heretofore  they  have 
confined  themselves  io  paupers;  they  now  seem 


disposed  to  make  a Botany  Bay  of  the  United 
States.  I nave  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, S.  SMITH,  mayor. 

Martin  Van  Burcn,  president  of  the  United  States. 

The  paragraph  (alluded  to)  states  that  a letter 
has  been  received  from  a friend  in  Germany,  giving 
information  that  a transport  of  inmates  from  the 
house  of  correction  had  sailed  to  America,  naming 
Baltimore  as  the  place  of  destination;  and  that  these 
passengers  had  received  passports  representing  them 
as  mechanics,  to  secure  their  landing.  It  further 
states  that  another  vessel,  about  the  same  time, 
with  a number  of  passengers  of  a similar  character, 
had  sailed,  and  cautioning  to  beware  against  a Mr. 
“Yost,”  (probably  an  undertaker.) 

The  contents  of  this  letter  are  strengthened  by  a 
paragraph  from  a public  paper  printed  in  the  city 
of  Frankfort,  where  the  same  fact  is  mentioned. 
The  above  paragraph,  on  which  the  editor  makes 
some  severe  strictures,  is  grounded  on  another 
paragraph,  dated  Thuringer.,  April  10,  which  says: 
“A  transport  of  inmates  from  the  house  of  cor- 
rection in  Gotha  will  sail  from  here  to  Bremen, 
under  the  escort  of  a police  officer,  and  from 
thence  to  America,  either  to  New  York  or  Balti- 
more.” This  information  might  be  doubted,  says 
the  editor,  if  it  did  not  come  from  so  correct  a 
source;  and  therefore  expresses  a hope  that  our  au- 
thorities will  take  the  necessary  steps  to  prevent 
these  persons  from  being  thrown  on  our  shores. 

No.  4. 

Mayor's  office,  Baltimore,  Avgust  12,  1S37. 

Sir:  I did  myself  the  honor,  some  time  past,  to 
send  you  a German  newspaper,  with  a translation 
of  a part,  informing  that  the  Germans  were  sending 
their  convicts  to  New  York  and  this  city.  I caused 
two  Bremen  ships  which  had  arrived  with  passen- 
gers to  be  examined;  there  were  no  convicts  among 
them.  Two  other  ships  have  arrived  since,  on 
board  of  one  of  which,  as  I have  been  infoimed, 
there  came  fourteen  convicts,  who  were  landed 
with  the  other  passengers.  They  had  been  em- 
barked in  irons,  which  were  not  struck  off  until 
near  the  fort  It  appears  to  me  that  congress 
ought  to  adopt  some  efficient  act  to  prevent  our 
country  being  made  a Botany  Bay  for  Germany. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  SMITH,  mayor  of  Baltimore. 
Martin  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  United  States. 

No.  5. 

Consulate  of  the  United  Slates. 

District  of  Kingslon-vpon-Hull,  J.eeds, 

August  30,  1836. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  circular  of  the  7th  July,  requesting 
information  as  to  the  deportation  of  paupers  from 
Great  Britain,  &c. 

I have,  in  consequence,  been  making  particular 
inquiries  on  the  subject  throughout  my  consular 
district.  I find  that  no  list,  that  can  be  relied  on, 
of  passengers  sailing  from  Hull,  is  kept  at  the  cus- 
tom-house, which  distinguishes  the  paupers  from 
those  of  a better  class.  Regular  muster-rolls  are 
kept,  but  the  parties  are  merely  described  by  their 
names,  ages,  and  from  whence  they  came,  and  oc- 
cupation. 

The  officers  of  the  customs  are  well  aware  that 
paupers  do  proceed  both  to  the  United  Slates  and 
Canada;  arid  it  has  been  admitted  by  the  owners  of 
several  vessels  sailing  there,  that  their  passages  are 
paid  by  the  overseers  of  the  parishes  to  which  they 
belong.  The  mode  of  doing  this  varies  according 
to  the  trustworthiness  of  the  pauper:  if  good,  he  is 
trusted  to  make  his  own  bargain,  and  generally  has 
a trifle  of  money  advanced  to  him  for  use  when  he 
quits  the  vessel,  to  enable  him  to  get  up  the  coun- 
try. If  the  man  is  a bad  character,  he  is  generally 
the  best  off,  as  the  overseers  pay  his  passage-money 
and  procure  for  him  the  necessaries  for  his  voyage: 
the  man  then  turns  restive,  cud  oftentimes  refuses 
to  go  unless  more  money  is  given  him — generally 
£5  or  £ 10  more  than  was  first  agreed  on.  So  that 
the  worse  the  character,  the  better  able  the  pauper 
is  to  make  his  way  when  he  quits  the  vessel.  One 
ship-owner,  whose  vessel  sailed  this  year  to  the 
United  States  from  Hull,  and  who  has  had  several 
previously,  says  he  believes  that  nearly  all  the  pas- 
sengers go  to  the  back  settlements,  to  their  friends, 
who  had  previously  gone  there,  and  had  written  for 
them;  and  that  it  very  rarely  happened  that  any 
family  went  out  on  a roving  expedition,  not  having 
an  object.  It  appears  that  the  greatest  emigration 
from  Hull  is  to  Canada,  whither  passage  money  is 
reduced.  And  many  instances  have  been  discovered 
where  the  overseers  have  agreed  with  the  paupers, 
and  paid  them  the  passage-money  for  the  United 
States;  but  the  paupers  have  adopted  the  plan  of 
getting  there  through  Canada,  on  account  of  the 
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moderate  charge  for  the  passage;  by  which  means 
they  have  taken  more  money  with  them  into  the 
country. 

It  is  the  general  opinion  among  the  owners  of 
vessels,  that  during  the  last  two  years  the  number 
of  paupers  emigrating  to  the  United  States  and 
Canada  has  very  much  diminished.  Very  few  have 
gone  tlipre  from  tins  large  county,  (Yorkshire,)  as 
labor  has  been  easily  obtained  and  wages  have  im- 
proved. 

A merchant  who  had  a vessel  sailed  from  the 
port  of  H ill  this  year  with  several  families — in  all, 
183  persons — states  that  he  does  not  believe  there 
was  more  than  one  family  of  three  persons  who 
were  of  the  class  of  p uipers;  the  rest  were  all  per- 
sons who  appeared  able  to  bear  their  own  expenses; 
and  some,  although  in  appearance  poor,  were  known 
to  have  in  their  possession  considerable  property. 
Another  counteracting  effect  of  the  emigration  of 
paupers  is,  the  return  of  several  within  the  last 
year  or  two  to  their  parishes,  which  are  bound  to 
receive  them;  and  tile  knowledge  of  such  proceed- 
ing deters  other  overseers  from  being  so  rea  ly  to 
assist  as  they  were  some  years  ago.  Liverpool 
being  the  principal  port  from  whence  emigration 
takes  place,  I beg  to  enclose  you  herewith  a state- 
ment ( A ) that  has  b-en  published  of  the  number 
who  have  sailed  from  the  1st  January  to  the  5th 
July  last,  designating  the  countries  to  which  they 
have  gone,  and  the  number  for  the  years  1333, 
1331,  amt  1335. 

A society  was  formed  some  time  since  for  the 
purpose  of  sending  young  females  out  to  New 
South  Wales,  but,  as  will  be  perceived  by  the  en- 
closed copy  of  a resolution  (B)  passed  by  (hem, 
iney  now  decline  recommending  any  further,  emi- 
gration there,  owing  to  the  excessive  immorality 
stated  to  prevail  there. 

With  great  respect,  I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  DAVY, 
Consul  V S.  A.  Kingslou-upon- Hull. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury,  \Vushinglon. 

A. 

Emigration.  It  appea  s,  from  a return  which 
has  just  been  prepared,  that  from  the  1st  of  January 
last  to  the  5th  ol  July,  24.085  persons  have  emi- 
grated from  Liverpool — 7.518  in  the  first  thrpe 
months  of  that  period,  and  16,547  in  the  last  three 
months.  Of  the  latter  number,  3,825  proceeded  to 
the  British  colonies  in  North  America,  12,414  to 
the  United  States,  18  to  the  Cipe  of  G >od  Hope, 
37  to  Calcutta,  and  74  to  South  America.  In  the 
year  133-5,  the  total  number  of  emigrants  was 
16,542;  in  1334,21,846;  and  in  1333,  15,336;  ma- 
king a grand  total  of  persons  who  quitted  this  conn  - 
try  in  the  last  three  years  and  a half  of  76.13.9.  In 
the  present  quarter  ending  the  oth  of  July,  we 
stated  above,  that  the  number  of  emigrants  was 
16,547;  in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  last  year 
the  number  was  8,2.93;  which  gives  an  increase  on 
the  present  quarter  of  8,254. 

B. 

The  emigration  committee  recently  came  to  a 
resolution  “that,  adverting  to  the  information  im- 
parted to  the  committee,  both  collectively  and  in- 
dividually, of  the  excessive  immorality  stated  to 
prevail  in  certain  districts  of  New  South  Wales, 
they  have  formed  the  opinion  that  they  cannot  con- 
scientiously recommend  to  the  government  to  en- 
courage the  further  emigration  of  single  females  to 
Sydney,  unprotected  by  parents  or  near  relatives, 
however  well  selected.” 

No.  6. 

United  Stales  consulate,  Bremen,  Sept.  5,  1336. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  esteemed  circular  of  the  7th  July, 
1833,  requesting  information  respecting  deporta- 
tion of  paupers  Iron  Great  Britain  ami  ol  her  places, 
tkc.  lam  sorry  that  the  information  desired  is  not  to 
be  procured  from  a-u'hentic  sources,  for,  properly 
speaking,  it  cannot  he  said  that  paupers  are  de- 
ported from  Germany,  though  it  may  sometimes 
(but  very  rarely)  be  the  case  that  families,  almon 
ers,  amt  civil  authorities,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a 
burdenso  ,ie  fellow  or  troublesome  subject,  pay  what 
is  necessary  for  such  a person  to  cross  the  Atlantic. 
But  among  the  G mnan  emigrants,  a great  number 
oi  whom  annually  embark  at  this  port,  and  who 
nearly  ail  go  to  the  United  States,  there  are  many 
persons  and  families  who,  when  they  have  paid  for 
the  passage,  have  little  or  no  money  left;  and  pro- 
bably many  ol  them,  on  -arriving  in  the  United 
States,  are  quite  destitute  of  all.  The  different 
governments  ol  Germany  are  in  general  not  much 
pleased  with  the  spirit  of  emigration  since  several 
years  predominant  in  Germany,  and,  as  i.s  said,  frv 


by  all  means  to  keep  their  subjects  at  home.  The  ; 
emigrants  very  often  loudly  and  bitterly  complain 
that  the  said  governments,  before  they  give  to  people 
the  permission  to  depart,  put  as  many  obstacles  as 
possible  in  the  way  ot  the  persons  who  intend  to  emi- 
grate. Such  emigrants,  as  i hear, must  usually  prove  j 
to  their  governments  that  they  have  money  enough 
to  pay  for  their  travelling  expenses  and  for  their  pas- 
sage, the  said  governments  being  afraid  that  the 
emigrants  may,  by  travelling,  uselessly  spend  their 
little  fortune,  and  then  return,  and  come  on  the 
charge  of  the  community;  and  the  emigrants  are 
therefore  obliged  to  renounce  and  give  up  all  their 
rights  as  natives  of  the  country.  After  the  emi- 
grants have  cot  the  permission  to  emigrate  and  set 
out,  then  their  former  governments  do  not  further 
care  for  them. 

The  tetters  or  circulars  addressed  to  the  United 
States  consuls  at  Hamburg,  Munich,  Leipsic,  and 
Cassel,  which  were  sent  to  ine  with  the  said  circu- 
lar of  7th  July  last,  enclosed  in  the  same  envelope, 
have  immediately  been  put  into  the  post  office. 

I have,  sir,  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  greatest 
respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

For  Joshua  Dodge, 

H.  W.  BOHME. 

To  the  hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury,  Washington. 

No.  7. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
l.eipsic,  March  8,  1837. 

Sin:  On  your  circular  letter  of  July  7,  1336,1 
have  made  inquiries  in  respect  to  the  transport  of 
paupers  from  this  country  to  the  United  States;  but 
state  affairs  being  in  this  country  not  so  openly 
conducted  as  might  be  desired,  I have  not  been  suc- 
cessful, until  of  late,  when,  by  confidential  commu- 
nications, I haye  learned  things  which  will  require 
energetic  measures  upon  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  be  counteracted. 

Not  only  paupers,  but  even  criminals,  are  trans- 
ported from  the  interior  of  this  country  to  the  sea- 
ports, in  order  to  be  embarked  there  for  the  United 
States. 

A Mr.  Da  Stein,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  duke  of  Saxe  Gotha,  lias  lately  made 
propositions  to  the  smaller  states  of  Saxor.y  for 
i transporting  their  criminals  to  the  port  of  Bremen, 
and  embarking  them  there  for  the  United  States, 
at  $75  a head;  which  offer  has  been  accepted  by 
several  of  them.  The  first  transport  of  criminals, 
who,  for  the  greater  part,  have  been  condemned  to 
hard  labor  (or  life,  (amo-ng  them  two  notorious  rob- 
bers, Pfeifer  and  Albrecht,)  will  leave  Gotha  on 
the  15th  of  this  month;  and  it  is  intended  to  empty, 
by  and  by,  all  the  workhouses  and  jails  of  that 
country  in  this  manner.  There  is  littie  doubt  that 
several  oilier  states  will  imitate  that  nefarious  prac- 
tice. In  order  to  stop  it,  I have  sent  an  article  into 
the  Gerwral  Gazette  of  Augsburg,  wherein  I have 
attempted  to  demonstrate  that  this  behavior  was 
contrary  to  all  laws  of  nations,  and  that  it  was  a 
shameful  behavior  towards  a country  which  offers 
the  best  market  to  German  manufactures. 

It  has  of  late  also  become  a general  practice  in 
the  towns  and  boroughs  of  Germany,  to  get  rid  of 
their  paupers  and  vicious  members,  by  collecting 
the  means  for  effectuating  their  passage  to  the 
United  States  among  the  inhabitants,  and  by  sup- 
porting them  from  the  public  funds. 

This  practice  is  not  only  highly  injurious  to  the 
United  States,  as  it  burdens  them  with  a host  of 
paupers  and  criminals,  but  it  deters  also  the  better 
and  wealthier  class  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  coun- 
try from  emigrating  to  the  United  States.  The 
property  the  (alter  class  has  ol  late  exported  annu- 
ally to  the  United  States,  has  been  calculated  at  a 
value  of  from  two  to  four  millions  of  dollars,  and  it 
is  to  ba  expected  that  this  very  profitable  einigva- 
tion  would  increase  from  year  to  year,  in  case  the 
honest  people  of  this  country  would  not  have  to  fear 
to  be  associated  in  the  now  country  with  the  worst 
class  of  their  countrymen.  This,  indeed,  seems  to 
be  the  secret  motive  of  the  above-mentioned  mea- 
sure. It  is  intended  to1  stigmatize  thereby  that 
country  which  the  wealthier  class  of  the  farmers 
and  mechanics  commence  to  consider  as  the  land  of 
promise. 

To  remedy  that  evil,  I would  propose  the  follow- 
ing measures. 

1.  That  all  persons  intending  to  emigrate  to  the 
United  States  would  have  to  produce  to  the  consul 
of  tile  United  States  in  the  seaport  a testimonial 
from  the  magistrate  of  their  residence,  purporting 
that  they  have  not  been  punished  for  a crime  (po- 
litical punishments  exceptpd)  for  the  last  three 
years;  that  they  have  not  been  in  a jail  or  workhouse 
during  that  period;  and  that  they  are  able  to  main- 
tain themselves  by  their  labor  or  capital. 

2.  That  the  consul  of  the  United  States  in  the 


; seaport  should  have  to  certify  these  testimonials; 
and  that  the  masters  of  ships  wdio  would  take  a pas- 
senger without  such  a testimonial,  should  have  to 
pay  a considerable  fine  on  landing  him  in  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

j 3.  That  the  consul  of  the  United  States  in  the 
seaport  should  have  power  to  refuse  his  certificate 
to  all  those  emigrants  w ho,  in  his  opinion,  would 
become  a burden  to  the  community  on  their  arrival 
in  the  United  States. 

I am,  sir,  with  high  consideration,  your  most 
obedient  and  humble  servant,  F.  LIST. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

No.  8. 

From  the  New  York  Courier. 

Last  evening  a communication,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a copy,  received  by  Ins  honor  the  mayor 
from  the  city  ot  Boston,  was  laid  before  the  com- 
mon council  of  the  city  of  New  York: 

Boston,  June  23,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  been  instructed  by  the  city  council 
to  address  you  on  the  subject  of  the  introduction  of 
foreign  paupers  into  this  covntry,  and  to  request 
your  co-operation  in  presenting  a memorial  to  con- 
gress, at  its  approaching  session,  praying  for  its  in- 
terference to  prevent  the  great  evils  arising  from  the 
influx  of  paupers  among  vs  Similar  co-operation 
will  be  asked  of  the  ci  ty  governments  of  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  united  ap- 
plication of  the  principal  cities  that  are  burdened 
with  this  heavy  tax  may  produce  some  effect  on  that 
body  which  has  the  power  lo  relieve  ns  by  legisla- 
tion. Should  you  think  favorably  of  the  proposal, 
will  you  be  good  enough  to  inform  me?  and  a me- 
morial shall  be  forwarded  for  your  signature. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  A.  ELLIOTT,  mayor  of  Boston. 

No.  9. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Truth  Teller,  of  June  24,  1637. 
Alien  passengers — the  new  common  council — dastardly 
conduct. 

The  course  pursued  by  the  leading  aristocrats  of 
the  present  common  council,  particular!}'  in  the 
board  of  aldermen,  is,  beyond  any  tirng  we  ever 
heretofore  witnessed,  ungenerous,  ungentlemanly, 
and  unjust — a course  which  only  escapes  the  indig- 
nation ot  a few,  to  meet  with  the  unqualified  con- 
tempt of  the  many.  The  aristocrats,  unused  to 
power,  but  now  possessing,  unfortunately,  an  excess 
of  it,  act  like  men  ordinarily  temperate,  who  have 
for  once  engaged  in  a debauch  and  indulged  too 
freely  with  liquor.  Their  demeanor  is  marked  by  a 
coarse  and  unfeeling  recklessness  towards  the  mi- 
nority, than  which  nothing  could  be  more  pitiful; 
and  when  w'e  reflect  that  they  have  been  chosen  to 
represent  the  aristocratic  party,  which  includes  in 
its  numbers  men  of  talent,  and  education,  and  de- 
cency, we  are  forced  to  wonder  why  such  obscure, 
and,  in  some  cases,  illiterate  individuals,  have  been 
elevated  over  men  who,  however  fixed  and  unaltera- 
ble in  their  political  opinions,  would  yet  never  cast 
aside  all  regard  for  gentlemanly  deportment  and  ge- 
nerous and  liberal  sentiments,  to  degrade  their  minds 
and  souls  by  worshipping  the  idol  of  prejudice,  and 
listlessly  succumbing  to  the  basest  commands  oflhe 
fiercest  political  bigots.  Yet  the  aristocrats,  guided 
by  the  same  readiness  to  sacrifice  principle  and  ob- 
tain power  which  urged  them  lo  uphold  the  famous 
Gulick,  elected  the  obscure  Mr.  Clark  to  the  mayor- 
alty, and  returned  to  the  common  council,  inter  alios, 
George  W.  Bitten,  esq.,  the  nondescript  politician; 
Matthew  C.  Patterson,  esq.,  a lawyer  of  very  limited 
capacity,  and  of  mushroom  popularity,  even  amongst 
iiis  own  friends;  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Merritt,  the  cheap 
grocer,  and,  par  excellence,  leader  of  the  Native 
American  party,  vice  Dr  Paris  M.  Davis,  now  ru- 
ralizing at  Blackwell’s  islan  . Mr.  Bria  n is,  with- 
out exception,  the  most  bitter,  malignant,  and  nar- 
row-minded politician  known  to  this  city;  Mr. 
Falterscm  seems  to  be  emulating  his  example  with 
vanity  that  knows  no  hounds;  and  Mr.  Merritt,  like 
the  frog  in  the  fable,  swells  himself  to  bursting  in 
the  attempt  to  attract  attention,  and  to  attain  impor- 
tance to  which  he  lias  no  claim  whatever. 

We  propose  to  make  our  readers  acquainted  with 
the  conduct  of  this  triumvirate  at  a meeting  of  the 
board  on  Monday  last.  The  special  committee  on 
the  subject  of  “alien  passengers,”  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Bruen  and  Whitehead,  (the  latter  ot  whom 
is  so  notorious  for  Lis  flagrant  breach  of  faith  with 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Biker,  the  late  chief  engineer,) 
made  a report,  in  which,  after  sundry  observations 
about  “the  authorities  of  Jersey,”  &c.,  they  n com- 
mended the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  the  commissioners  of  the  alms- 
house be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized,  if  in 
their  judgments  they  see  fit,  to  contract  for  the 
transhipment  back  to  their  own  country,  with  their 
consul,  of  such  alien  paupers  as  may  now  be,  or  are 
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like  lo  become,  a public  charge  at  the  establishment 
of  Bellevue  or  elsewhere,  upon  sucli  terms  ami  cun- 
ditious  as  they  may  think  will  best  promote  the  pub- 
lic interest,  and  at  tiie  same  time  shall  prove  no 
prejudice  to  the  cause  of  humanity.” 

When  tins  resolution,  so  perspicuous,  lucid,  and 
correct  in  language,  was  otl  ued,  it  elicited  severe 
comments  from  alderman  Brady,  who  is  ever  watch- 
ful to  protect  all  classes  of  citizens  from  unmerited 
insult,  and  wnose  seutim  nits  are  always  of  the  most 
philanthropic  and  liberal  cliaractei.  He  animad- 
verted in  strong  terms  on  the  injustice  of  stigma- 
tizing as  “ paup  rs”  all  those  who  come  here  Iroin 
Europe;  mentioning  the  fact  that  one  gentleman 
who  landed  a day  or  two  since,  had  thousands  of 
guineas  in  his  possession,  and,  so  far  Iron)  being  a 
“pauper,”  was  a man  of  wealth.  When  Mr.  Brady 
had  concluded  his  remarks,  the  cacoethes  loquendi 
took  possession  of  Mr.  Merritt,  and  otf  he  stalled  on 
a crusade  against  the  English  language,  plain  truth, 
and  common  decency — nis  success  in  which  must 
have  liiled  his  fellow-aristocrats  with  envy,  lie  said 
he  was  desirous  all  emigrants  should  be  sent  back 
to  their  native  land,  and  lie  considered  alderman 
Brady,  “very  uncharitable,”  for  wishing  otherwise. 
Having  delivered  himself  of  his  “speech,”  be  re- 
sumed liis  seat,  ami  was  then  doomed  to  find  his 
own  insignificance  and  inconsistency  exposed  by  the 
individual  whom  he  had  undertaken  to  meet  in  ar- 
gument. Mr.  Brady,  by  a gentle  inuendo,  convey- 
ing the  suggestion  mat  Irishmen  are  not  ungrateful , 
reprehended  Mr.  M rritt,  who,  bv  selling  groceries 
of  a certain  kind,  at  a certain  rate,  lias  won  that  lit- 
tle advance  in  which  lie  now  glories.  His  custom- 
ers have  chietly  consisted  of  Irish  families,  and  lie 
always  spoke  well  of  them  (as  Mr.  Brady  declared) 
until  he  discovered  that  the  enlightened  patriots  of 
the  thirteenth  ward  require  ! the  exercise  of  bis 
spl-ndul  talents  in  our  city  legislature. 

B it  the  harmless  chattering  of  alderman  Merritt 
deserves  little  notice,  while  the  fierce  language  and 
sweeping  charges  of  Mr.  Bruen  are  before  us.  Mr. 
Bruen  attacked  alderman  Brady,  the  alien  passen- 
gers, and  adopted  citizens,  with  the  utmost  fury: 
littering  statements  which  certainly  require  atten- 
tion. He  declared  that  “he  knew  that  three  thousand 
votes  were,  in  1334,  fabricated  on  the  oath  of  a sin 
gle  convict;"'  and  repeated  this  statement,  only  omit- 
ting that  tile  fabrication  of  the  votes  was  not  on  the 
oatti  of  one  person.  We  are  glad  Mr.  Bruen  made 
this  stalemeut,  because  it  affords  us  the  means  of 
showing  how  corrupt  and  dangerous  he  is,  how  un- 
mindful of  his  duty  as  a cilizen,  or  how  totally  des- 
titute of  veracity.  He  states  tliat  he  knows  person- 
ally that  three  thousand  individuals  were  illegally 
naturalized  in  1834,  in  this  city.  If  this  be  true, 
why  did  not  Mr.  Bruen,  at  the  time  the  votes  were 
“fabricated” — why  does  he  not  now’ — institute  a 
criminal  prosecution  against  the  illegal  voters,  and 
the  person  or  persons  who  are  alleged  to  have  per- 
jured themselves  when  the  votes  were  “fabricated,” 
or  against  some  of  the  odenders?  How  great  is  his 
presuin  ptiou  in  calling  himself  a good  citizen,  and  a 
friend  to  his  own  countrymen,  and  an  upholder  of 
“the  constitution  and  the  laws,”  when,  according  to 
his  own  statement,  he  knew  in  1334  of  the  commis- 
sion of  three  thousand  perjuries,  and  took  no  step 
whatever  to  have  the  perjurers  arrested'  Is  this 
upholding  the  laws?  Is  this  preventing  crime  and 
infamy?  Is  this  protecting  the  rights  of  citizens? 
We  will  explain  the  reason  why  Mr.  Bruen  did  not 
endeavor  to  expose  the  perjuries  he  speaks  of — 
they  were  never  committed.  It  is  utterly  impossible 
that  Mr.  Bruen's  statement  can  be  true,  unless  the  clerk 
of  the  court  in  which  three  thousand  aliens  were  ille- 
gally naturalized  violated  his  oath  and  the  law  of  the 
land;  and  if  he  did  so,  Mr.  Bruen  cm  easily  detect 
and  prove  his  guilt,  and  have  him  punished.  We  beg 
our  readers  to  recollect  this,  ami  to  be  careful  in  pe- 
rusing the  following  proofs  of  the  statement  we  have 
just  made. 

The  laws  of  the  United  States  provide  that,  in 
order  to  entitle  an  alien  to  become  a citizmi  of  the 
United  States,  lie  must  have  declared  on  oath  or  af- 
firmation before  some  court  of  record,  having  a 
seat  and  a clerk,  and  possessed  of  common  law  ju- 
risdiction, or  before  a circuit  or  district  court  of 
the  United  States,  or  before  a clerk  of  either  of  the 
said  courts,  at  least  two  years  before  his  admission, 
his  intention  to  become  a citizen,  and  to  renounce 
allegiance  to  any  foreign  government.  When  an 
alien  d 'Hares  his  intentions,  he  is  furnished  with  a 
certificate  of  the'  fact  by  the  clerk  of  the  court 
where  the  declaration  is  made;  which  certificate 
must  b^,  and  always  is,  impressed  with  the  sea!  of 
such  court.  When  he  apnlies  for  admission  as  a 
citizen,  lie  must  produce  this  certificate,  or  another 
of  precisely  the  same  kind,  unless  the  declaration 
was  made  in  the  same  court,  in  which  he  applies 
for  admission;  in  which  case  the  clerk,  by  referring 
to  the  records,  can  always  ascertain  if  the  declara- 


tion were  duly  made.  The  production  of  this  cer- 
tificate under  seal,  or  finding  the  declaration  in  the 
records  of  the  court  admitting  the  citizen,  is  in  all 
cases  indispensuble  to  the  admission  of  the  alien, 

| unless  he  proves  that  lie  lias  continued  to  reside 
here  since  18th  June,  1812,  or  that  he  arrived  in 
this  country  under  18  years  ol  age,  and  resided 
here  five  years,  including  the  three  years  preceding 
his  attainment  of  majority.  Unless  this  be  proven, 
each  alien  who  seeks  to  obtain  admission  as  a citi- 
zen illegally,  must  pel  jure  hiniselt,  procure  another 
person  to  do  the  same,  lorge  such  a certificate  as  is 
above  mentioned,  and  counterfeit  the  handwriting 
of  the  clerk,  and  the  seal  of  the  court  from  which 
the  spurious  certificate  would  purport  to  emanate. 

This  proves  that  Mr.  Bruen’s  statement  cannot 
possibly  be  true.  But  in  every  point  of  view  it  is 
so  absurd,  and  so  preposterous,  that  no  man  in  his 
senses  can  believe  it.  We  defy  him  to  substantiate 
his  assertion  by  any  reasonable  or  creditable  testi- 
mony. He  might  as  well  endeavor  to  show  that  the 
inoon  is  an  icicle,  or  that  alderman  Merritt  is  a 
gentleman. 

When  Mr.  Bruen  made  the  gross  charge  which 
we  have  confuted,  alderman  Ingraham,  w hose  cool- 
ness, and  eloquence,  and  good  judgment,  make  him 
so  formidable  an  antagonist  to  the  aristocrats,  ex- 
posed the  fallacy  and  injustice  ot  Mr.  Bruen’s 
statement  with  much  force  of  argument.  This 
aroused  the  ire  of  Mr.  Bruen,  and  he  attained  the 
I climax  of  demented  folly  by  saying  that  this  conn- 
j try  belongs  to  the  Americans — that  “if  Irishmen 
[ assisted  in  obtaining  our  independence,  1 hey  have 
j lipen  welt  paid  for  it;”  and  he  “thanked  God  the 
power  of  adopted  citizens  was  at  an  end.” 

Alderman  Patterson  was  foolish  enough  to  state 
that  his  party  did  not  exercise  proscription,  when 
lie  might  just  as  rationally  have  denied  being  alive. 
He  challenged  alderman  Ingraham  to  prove  that 
adopted  citizens  have  been  proscribed.  This  is  the 
ne  plus  ultra  of  brazen  effrontery.  A man  stands 
by  the  stake  on  which  he  has  seen  hundreds  of  in- 
dividuals suiter  martyrdom  for  opinion’s  sake,  and 
exclaims,  “No  one  has  suffered  for  his  belief;  this 
stake,  these  bones,  and  this  scathed  ground,  are  the 
evidences  of  the  exi-tence  of  civil  and  religious 
■ freedom.”  An  incendiary  stands  on  the  smoulder- 
ing ruins  of  the  buildings  he  has  destroyed,  and 
proclaims  that  the  buildings  have  not  been  con- 
sumed. 

We  have  pursued  this  subject  so  far  that  we  must 
leave  it  for  the  present,  merely  observing  that  the 
resolution  we  have  copied  passed,  with  a proviso 
that  no  alien  stranger  be  sent  back  to  Europe  with- 
out his  own  consent.  We  will  comment  freely  on 
this  measure  next  week. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Truth  Teller  of  June  24,  1S37. 

To  Aaro  i Clark,  esq: 

Sir:  In  the  letter  I addressed  to  you  last  week,  I 
pointed  out  to  you  the  infamous  notoriety  which 
must  attach  to  your  name  from  t lie  document  which 
you  have  put  forth  in  relation  to  the  emigrants  ar- 
riving at  this  port.  I did  not  expect  that  a brand 
would  have  been  fixed  upon  you  by  one  of  your 
own  party,  in  relation  t o this  matter:  tint  I perceive 
by  the  published  debates  of  the  common  council, 
that  your  own  partisans  have,  in  the  presence  of 
your  fellow-citizens,  with  theirown  red-hot  hissing 
instruments  of  punishment,  left  the  scar-mark  of 
vour  disgrace  broad  upon  your  forehead.  Alder- 
man Bruen  has  told  the  country  that  what  the 
mayor  stated,  in  relation  to  the  emigrants,  was  not 
true.  The  alderman  stateil  that  he  had  examined 
the  passengers,  and,  with  but  few  exceptions,  they 
were  not  t lie  poor,  miserable,  and  degraded  wretches 
Mr.  Clark  had  represented  them!  What,  sir,  must 
be  your  feelings  now?  You  are  despised  by  your 
opponents;  you  are  contemned  by  your  supporters. 
Your  calumnies  have  been  thrown  back  in  your 
teeth  by  those  who  have  piaepd  you  in  your  present 
position;  and  they  cannot,  in  their  consciences, 
sustain  one  whose  career  has  thus  brought  upon  him 
tlie  condemnation  of  every  lihpral  mind.  I am  not 
disposed  lodeal  in  vituperation.  Abuse  injures  not 
the  abused,  nor  does  it  add  to  the  character  of  him 
who  indulges  in  that  species  of  attack.  The  arm 
thnt  is  raised  to  strike  at  you.  is  staved  when  it  is 
observed  how  low  arid  degraded  is  the  object  upon 
which  the  blow  may  he  inflicted.  The  regret  that 
must  enter  into  the  minds  of  even  yonrown  friends 
must  be  indeed  great  when  they  behold  von  bring- 
ing the  petty  aits  and  practices  of  tile  lotterv  office 
into  th°  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York.  They  may  indeed 
haiig  their  heads  with  shame,  when  they  read  a 
document  which  resembles  a lottery  advertisement 
in  more  resppets  than  one;  when  they  see  how  far 
it  assimilates  to  that  species  of  writing  in  its  pom- 
pous diction,  its  misrepresentations,  and,  above  all, 
its  studied  effort  to  deceive  the  public  mind  and  to 


produce  erroneous  impressions.  It  sl  ows  evidently 
that  tlie  habits  of  life  cannot  be  thrown  aside  at 
once,  and  that  tlie  practices  with  which  they  are 
familiar  in  private,  are  apt  to  mark  the  public  ca- 
reer of  man. 

You  have,  as  I before  said,  been  branded  with 
having  stated  that  v\  liich  vi  as  not  warranted  by  facts, 
by  your  own  friends.  Let  me  ask  you  to  turn  to 
tlie  records  and  hooks  ol  the  commissioners  of  the 
alms-house,  and  answer  some  questions  which  I 
will  put  to  you.  Your  object,  evidently,  in  writing 
your  message,  was  to  produce  the  impression,  not 
only  that  the  passengers  ai  riving  here  were  paupers, 
but  that  tlie  number  arriving  this  year  was  greater 
than  at  any  other  previous  time.  Now',  sir,  will 
you  answer  whether  or  not  the  number  arrii  ing  be- 
tween the  1st  of  March  and  the  1st  of  June,  of  this 
year,  was  not  less  by  several  thousands  than  during 
the  same  period  of  time  of  the  preceding  year?  If 
not,  will  you  give  the  public  information  on  that 
point?  And  here,  sir,  let  me  lead  forth  into  the  pub- 
lic gaze  one  w ho  feels  proud  of  being  harnessed  to 
the  same  political  car  with  yourself.  1 refer  to  one 
who  has  brought  in  a report  on  tlie  subject  ot  im- 
migration, and  who  lias,  with  great  adroitness,  en- 
deavoied  to  sustain  tlie  impressions  which  your 
message  was  calculated  to  produce.  He,  si",  is  the 
son  of  one  of  the  descendants  ol  the  “land  o‘  cakes,” 
arid  yet  seems  eager  to  stiginati/.e  as  paupers  the 
friends,  and,  for  aught  the  public  knows,  the  rela- 
tions of  his  own  father.  Why,  sir,  did  lie  not  make 
inquiry  into  this  subject?  and  he  would  nave  found 
that  the  passengers  arriving  Iroin  Aberdeen  were 
in  possession  ol  money  to  the  amount  of  several 
thousand  pounds.  Let  alderman  Patterson  not  ride 
this  hobby  ol  native  Americanism  too  hard.  The 
blood  of  old  Scotia,  transmitted  from  liis  sire,  flows 
through  his  veins;  and  his  cheek  ought  to  redden 
with  shame  when  lie  finds  that  lie  is  reiterating  the 
slanders  of  some  of  those  who  came  from  Nova 
Scotia,  and  who  have  been  settled  by  his  party  on 
one  of  our  city  departments.  He  ought  to  hesilate 
before  he  heaps  contumely  on  t he  children  of  the 
land  of  Burns  and  of  Scott.  Let  him,  as  an  honest 
politician,  examine  every  subject  fairly,  and  be  dis- 
tinguished above  his  associates,  by  always  putting 
the  saddle  on  the  right  horse.  He  ought  to  have 
more  pride  than  to  second  the  views  of  such  men 
as  are  the  leaders  of  the  native  American  faction, 
and  let  him  leave  that  work  to  master  Walter,  of 
the  thirteenth  ward. 

To  return  to  your  honor.  You  have  suggested 
that  the  passengers  arriving  during  the  present  sea- 
son are  in  a most  wretched  condition  as  regards 
health.  Sir,  at  no  season  lias  less  disease  been 
among  passengers  than  at  the  present  time.  At 
other  periods  we  have  had  more  passengers,  more 
misery,  more  disease,  greater  expense  on  our  alms- 
house establishment  than  at  present,  and  yet  we 
have  had  no  noise,  it  was  not  deemed  necessary 
lor  political  purposes  that  our  democratic  commis- 
sioners should  make  tremendous  statements,  or  that 
our  democratic  mayor  should  deal  in  misrepresenta- 
tion. It  was  left  for  your  administration  to  enter 
upon  this  line  of  conduct,  which,  in  the  end.  will 
be  found  not  only  to  degrade  the  character  of  the 
city,  hut  deprive  it  of  a revenue  which,  for  years, 
has  been  paid  into  your  treasury.  You  vviil  find 
passengers  arriving  at  other  ports,  and  making  their 
way  to  this  city,  in  spite  of  your  laws,  unless  you 
build  a Chinese  wall  around  us,  and,  moreover,  alter 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States;  and.  at  the 
same  time,  the  amount  heretofore  received  from 
commutation-money  (in  some  years  amounting  to 
nearly  forty  thousand  dollars)  will  be  wholly  with- 
drawn from  the  public  treasury.  You  will,  at  the 
conclusion  of  your  career,  prove  that  you  have  been 
as  incompetent  for  the  discharge  of  tlie  duties  of 
your  station,  from  your  ignorance  and  want  of  judg- 
ment, as  you  have  already  displayed  yourself  un- 
worthy of  it  bv  your  illiherality,  inhumanity,  and 
want  of  regard  for  the  feelings  of  your  fellow-men. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  any  nature  but  those  of  a 
pleasant  character  that  I address  you.  It  is  indeed 
humiliating  to  attempt  to  castigate  one  whose  ar- 
madillo hide  is  impervious  to  the  lash.  Surrounded 
as  yon  are  bv  a foetid  polit  cal  atmosphere,  where 
malignity,  falsehood,  and  slander  alone  can  exist,  it 
is  with  hut  little  hope  of  reforming  your  conduct 
that  1 indite  these  letters.  Your  course  of  conduct, 
hrief  as  it  is,  is  blackened  sufficiently  to  excite  the 
disgust  of  every  candid  man;  and  you  may  rest  as- 
sured. however  those  around  you  may,  from  interest- 
ed motives,  make  you  believe  that  you  are  grow  ing 
popular,  that  there  is  a spirit  of  intelligence  and 
liberality  abroad,  which  silently  but  powerfully  is 
advancing,  and  will  never  rest  until  it  has  consign- 
ed von  to  that  retirement  from  which  it  had  been 
better,  both  for  vour  own  character  and  that  of  our 
city,  you  never  had  been  called. 

PATRICK  HENRY. 
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Singular  succession  of  deaths.  The  recent  death  of 
the  hon.  W.  Patterson,  (member  ot  congress  from 
New  York,)  and  that  of  his  wife  so  soon  following,  are 
still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  our  readers.  We  have  now 
to  record  the  death  of  the  rev.  Dr.  Birge,  of  Perry, 
who  was  engaged  to  preach  the  funeral  sermon  of  Mrs. 
Patterson.  On  his  way  towards  Warsaw,  and  when 
within  about  eight  rods  of  the  house  where  the  services 
were  to  take  place,  his  horse  took  fright  and  threw  him 
from  his  wagon,  injuring  him  so  severely  as  to  cause 
his  death  on  Thursday  night,  the  30th  ult. 

Mrs.  Rhoda  Dickey,  mother  of  Mrs.  W.  Patterson, 
and  wife  of  the  late  John  Dickey,  Esq.  of  New  York, 
died  on  the  31st  ult.,  aged  83  years. 

The  income  of  Great  Britain  from  customs,  in 


1590 

- 

50.0001. 

1660 

- 

- 

421,000 

1727 

- 

- 

1,500.000 

3792 

- 

- 

4,407,000 

1315 

- 

- 

11,360,000 

1837 

> 

21,500,000 

The  Prussian  State  Gazette  of  the  29th  July  esti- 
mates at  nearly  100,000  the  number  of  political  exiles 
dispersed  throughout  the  fi.ur  governments  of  Siberia. 
Those  transported  to  the  government  of  Jennisseisk, 
from  1823  to  1832,  amounted  alone  to  25,597. 

■ The  French  consul  at  Warsaw,  driving  in  an  equi- 
page a la  Polonnaise,  was  run  against  by  a bearded 
Russian  general,  when  the  French  coachman  gave  the 
Cossack  driver  a stvere  cut  of  the  horsewhip  over  the 
face.  The  Russian  general  complained,  and  the  con- 
sul immediately  threw  himself  on  his  reserved  rights, 
unfurled  the  tricolor,  and  placed  his  cockade  on  his 
domestics,  which  had  the  desired  effect. 

Iron  mountain.  A St.  Louis  (Mo.)  paper  says,  a 
successful  effort  will  shortly  be  made  by  some  of  the 
most  influential  men  of  all  parties,  to  raise  funds  for 
commencing  the  construction  of  the  rail  road  from  that 
city  to  the  Iron  mountain,  which  will  give  an  impetus  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  place  such  as  it  Has  never  yet  re- 
ceived.” 

Mr.  John  Van  Buren  dined  again  with  the  queen  on 
the  25th  of  July.  He  shared  the  honor  with  some  70  or 
80  personages,  including  the  extraordinary  ambassa- 
dors and  resident  ministers,  and  a large  bevy  of  dukes, 
earls,  dutchesses,  countesses  and  commoners. 

Professor  Frederick  Hall,  of  Washington  city,  has 
presented  to  Dartmouth  college  five  thousand  dollars  in 
money,  and  his  large  and  excellent  cabinet  of  minerals, 
for  the  endowment  of  a professorship  of  mineralogy 
and  geology. 

Health  of  Charleston.  The  Mercury  of  the  7di  re- 
iterates its  assertion  that  the  fever  prevalent  there  has 
abated,  anti  adds— 

We  are  assured  that  our  principal  physicians  concur 
in  the  opinion  that  the  fever  is  less  virulent  than  it  was. 
It  has  not  spread  in  the  same  period  as  much  as  it  has 
always  done  in  the  experience  of  former  years  in  which 
it  was  epidemic,  and  it  is  now  within  eight  or  ten  days 
of  the  time  from  the  commencement,  when  it  has 
generally  reached  its  acme  of  prevalence. 

We  would  nevertheless  join  with  the  Courier  in  ad- 
vising all  who  deem  themselves  subject  to  attacks  from 
the  fever  of  our  climate  not  to  return  to  the  city  while 
there  are  any  cases  whatever  of  that  disease. 

Health  of  New  Orleans.  The  Bulletin  of  the  5th  in- 
stant says — 

The  summer  is  over — we  are  advanced  several  days 
into  the  fall  of  the  year,  and  our  city  still  continues 
healthy.  A few  cases  of  yellow  fever  have  occured 
among  that  class  of  the  population  most  exposed  to  the 
inclemencies  of  the  season.  But  thus  far  it  has  not  as- 
sumed the  character  of  an  epidemic,  and  the  state  of 
the  weather  and  other  indications,  give  the  promise  of 
security  till  the  opening  of  winter.  , 

Southern  gold.  Mention  is  made  in  the  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina  papers  of  new  discoveries  of  gold,  some 
of  which  are  said  to  be  very  valuable.  After  all,  the  true 
mines  of  wealth  are  those  of  iron  and  coal,  and  had 
the  thousands  of  dollars  which  Baltimore  has  lost  in 
purchasing  gold  and  silver  mines,  that  have  proved  to- 
tally unproductive,  been  invested  in  coal  and  iron,  the 
returns  ot  profits  would  at  this  day  have  been  large, 
and  the  capital  whole. 

Lumber  trade  of  the  Alleghany.  The  Pittsburgh  In- 
telligencer states  that  lumbermen  on  the  river  estimate 
the  quantity  of  boards  and  plank  that  come  down  the 
Alleghany  annually  at  upwaids  of  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  feet,  xclusive  of  immense  quantities  of  pine 
and  oak  logs,  joists,  scantlings,  shingles,  laths,  &,c  and 
that  the  whole  lumber  trade  of  this  river  is  worth  from 
a million  and  a quarter  to  a mi  lion  and  a half  of  dol- 
lars per  annum.  The  trade  yearly  increases  as  die  im- 
provements of  the  great  west  increase  the  demand  for 
lumber. 

Custom  house  business.  We  recommend  it  to  our 
friends  both  in  this  city  and  elsewhere,  to  keep  their 
business  with  the  custom  house  in  free  goods  as  snug 
up  and  clean  as  possible.  The  circular  which  was  re- 
ceived here  from  the  comptroller  has  been  referred  to 
the  attorney  general  for  consideration,  and  we  have 
some  reason  to  apprehend  that  there  will  yet  be  a cir- 
cular issued  which  will  make  important  alterations  in 
custom  house  business,  and  by  which  a good  many  ar- 
ticles will  be  charged  with  duty,  which  have  heretofore 
been  admitted  free.  [IV.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 


Savannah.  The  Georgian  of  the  6th  contains  the 
results  of  the  census  recently  taken,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  the  population  of  the  city  of  Savannah  and 
hamlets,  is  as  follows:  whites  7371;  free  colored  persons 
735;  slaves  4652 — total  12,758.  In  1830,  the  population 
was  7776;  increase  4982. 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  Chatham  county  are  the 
following  veteran  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  viz: — in  the 
city  of  Savannah — Dr.  James  Bond  Read,  aged  over 
78,  in  health;  S.  Shefftall,  esq.,  commissary,  76,  in 
health;  John  Cavos,  aged  93,  in  health,  but  feeble;  Elias 
Bollough,  of  Marion’s  legion,  aged  74;  Samuel  Smith, 
81,  feeble.  And  in  the  county — William  Dotson,  aged 
80,  feeble;  Jos.  Tilman,  aged  79,  in  health. 

The  city,  since  1830,  (says  the  taker  of  the  census) 
has  not  only  improved  in  health  and  numbers,  but 
greatly  in  the  number  of  buildings,  there  having  been 
erected  six  new  churches,  two  commodious  Sabbath 
school  rooms,  a court  house,  United  States  barracks, 
brick  arsenal,  and  a numbr  of  costly  buildings  of  brick 
and  wood. 


Salt  duties.  The  amount  paid  into  the  treasury,  on 
account  of  duties  collected  by  the  superintendent  of  the 
Onondaga  Salt  springs,  for  the  month  of  August,  is 
§26,373  50.  Since  the  reduction  of  the  duty  from  one 
shilling  to  6 cents,  the  duties  for  the  month  of  August 
in  each  year  have  been  as  follows,  viz: 

1834  Aug.  §16,383  48  Increase. 


1835 

1836  “ 

1837  “ 

1838  “ 

Increase  in  favor 
17,034  36;  with  1836,  §3,933  49. 
Mr.  Freeman  sold  the  valuable 


18,239  11 
19,339  13 
22,435  01 
26,373  50 
of  1838  compared 


51,855  64 
1,100  02 
3,095  88 
3,938  49 
with  1836, 
[Albany  Argus. 
‘exhibition”  of  the 


late  Mr.  Maelzel,  at  the  following  prices: — 

Chess  player, §400 

Carousal, - 200 

Fire  works,  -----  250 

Whist  player, 40 

Trumpeter,  -----  675 

Rope  dancers, 225 

Seven  small  figures  for  theatre,  - 160 

Organ, 35 

Piano  forte, 55 

Panorama  of  Moscow,  - - - 900 


§2,940 

Curious  typographical  error.  The  celebrated  printer, 
Henri  Ettiene,  son  of  Robert,  (both  known  in  the  learn- 
ed world  by  the  name  of  Stephanus)  was  once  engag- 
ed in  tiie  printing  of  a splendid  quarto  Missal.  The 
great  number  of  subscribers  seemed  likely  to  make 
ample  compensation  for  the  heavy  expense  required  by 
the  undertaking.  After  the  sheets  had  been  corrected 
with  the  utmost  care,  the  work  was  printed  off;  splen- 
didly bound,  and  delivered  to  the  subscribers.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  describe  the  astonishment  of  the  learn- 
ed printer,  when  one  copy  after  another  was  returned 
to  him,  till  all  were  sent  back.  He  enquired  the  reason 
of  this  extraordinary  circumstance,  and  was  informed, 
that  in  one  place  the  compositor  had  put  lea  le  petre 
clera  sa  cullotle,  (here  the  priest  will  take  off  liis 
breeches,)  instead  of  calotte,  (small  black  cop,)  and  the 
error  escaped  the  correctors  ol  the  press.  In  vain  did 
tlie  poor  printer  offer  to  make  a cancel;  the  subscribers, 
who  were  almost  all  ecclesiastics,  positively  refused  to 
take  the  work  on  any  terms.  This  unfortunate  affair  is 
said  to  have  been  the  first  and  chief  cause  of  the  de- 
rangement which  aftenvards  caused  Henri  Ettiene  to 
be  confined  in  the  Lunatic  hospital  at  Lyons,  where 
he  died  in  1698.  There  is  a copy  of  the  Missal  with 
this  unlucky  error,  in  the  royal  library  at  Paris. 


Naval  movements.  We  learn  from  the  Army  and 
Navy  Chronicle,  that  the  frigate  Constellation  and  sloop 
of  war  Concord  will  shortly  return  to  the  north,  from 
the  West  India  station.  The  frigate  Macedonian  will 
be  the  next  flag  ship  of  tire  West  India  squadron.  — 
Commander  Breese  has  been  relieved  from  the  Onta- 
rio, and  commander  Williamson  from  his  orders  to 
the  Vandalia.  Commander  U.  P.  Levy  is  under  or- 
ders for  the  Ontario,  and  commander  F.  Forrest  for  the 
Vandalia. 

No  officers  have  yet  been  ordered  to  the  Ohio,  74, 
and  a surgeon  only,  who  resides  at  a distance,  to  the 
Constitution. 

Dr.  Edwards,  fleet  surgeon  of  the  West  India  squa- 
dron, has  permission  to  return  home,  but  no  successor 
is  yet  appointed. 

The  Levant  and  Warren,  it  is  understood,  will  re- 
turn lo  tlie  West  Indies,'  and  the  St.  Louis  be  rent  to 
tlie  Mediterranean.  The  orders  to  the  several  officers 
mentioned  in  the  Chronicle  of  the  30  h ult.  to  take  pas- 
sage in  the  Levant,  have  been  countermanded;  some 
of  them  are  to  proceed  immediately,  and  others  are  to 
hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  further  orders. 


Wheat.  Extract  of  a letter  from  Detroit.  Wheat 
has  become  a drug;  the  season  has  been  propitious, 
and  the  hard  labor  of  the  farmer  amply  repaid  by  a 
bountiful  harvest.  Hitherto  Michigan  has  been  de- 
pendant upon  Ohio  and  New  York  for  her  breadstuff's; 
she  has  now  a surplus  of  a million  anda  half  bushels  of 
wheat,  which  will  be  ready  for  market  in  the  sprii  g of 
’39.  Agents,  millers,  &c.  ar<  as  thick  as  hops  all  over 
the  state,  making  contracts  at  prices  varying  from  6 
shillings  per  bushel  to  7;  much,  however,  depends  upon 
the  situation,  and  the  distance  from  a water  communi- 
cation. 

A merchant  in  Buffalo  passed  through  here  a day  or 
two  since  from  the  interior  of  the  state,  and  the  north 
portion  of  Indiana.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  made 
a contract  at  Michigan  city  for  60  000  bushels  of  wheat 
at  §1  per  bushel,  delivered  in  Buffalo!  one  half  this  fall, 
the  balance  at  the  opening  of  navigation  next  spring. 

[IV.  V.  Star. 

According  to  the  St.  Louis  Bulletin,  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi is  higher  than  it  was  ever  before  known  to  be. 
The  Palmyra  Political  Examiner  of  the  25;h  ult.,  in  no- 
ticing this  subject,  says: 

We  have  heard  several  persons  philosophising  on  the 
cause  of  its  rise  at  this  unusual  season;  amongst  other 
very  learned  reasons  assigned,  one  was  the  melting  of 
the  ice  in  the  Arctic  i cean,  from  the  immoderate  neat 
of  the  present  season.  It  is  staled  in  some  of  the 
northern  papers  that  a lake  which  formerly  disgorged 
its  waters  through  another  channel,  from  an  obstruction 
of  a raft,  now  empties  through  a channel  which  com- 
municates with  the  Mississippi;  if  this  be  true,  North 
river  may  become  a navigable  stream  to  Massie’s  mill, 
— for  several  days  the  water  has  been  backed  up  so  that 
a steamboat  might  pass  with  ease. 

Revolutionary  nlic.  The  Frankfort  (Ky.)  Com- 
mentator, in  describing  the  celebration  of  the  national 
anniversary  at  that  place,  has  me  following  notice  to 
the  Shelby  brass  piece,  which  after  having  gone 
through  many  vicissitudes,  is  now  the  property  of  the 
state  of  Kentucky: 

The  dawn  was  announced  by  a fire  from  one  glo- 
rious little  cannon. — we  call  it  glorious  because  its  his- 
tory is  full  of  glory  and  renown.  It  was  brought  to 
America  by  general  Burgoynr,  with  a view  to  subju- 
gate our  bold  ancestors,  but  he  was  forced  to  surrender 
it  at  Saratoga,  and  the  little  piece  talked  for  liberty  du- 
ring the  remainder  of  the  war.  Peace  came,  and  with 
it  a long  rest  for  our  cannon.  But  the  war  of  1812 
again  found  her  in  the  service — she  was  among  the 
first  to  speak  to  the  British  on  the  Canada  frontiers. — 
The  traitor  Hull  surrendered  her  with  the  military 
post  at  Detroit,  and  she  was  compelled  to  render  reluc- 
tant services  lo  her  old  masters.  Harrison  and  Shelby 
with  the  Kentucky  volunteers,  rescued  her  at  the 
Thames,  and  the  president  of  the  United  States  made 
her  a present  to  the  hero  of  King’s  mountain,  and  he 
placed  her  in  the  custody  of  Kentucky.  Who  is  there 
that  can  take  her  again?  We  apprehend  that  an  at- 
tempt would  create  a clashing  of  swords,  and  crack- 
ing of  rifles,  and  a rallying  among  the  hunters  of 
Kentucky,  the  like  of  which  was  never  seen  before. 

New  dove  tail.  A new  method  of  dove-toiling  has 
recently  been  invented  and  a machine  to  cut  the  wood, 
so  that  it  is  done  with  great,  despatch.  Instead  of  the 
two  edges  on  a board  which  are  to  be  fastened  together 
being  cut  in  alternate  notches  and  teeth,  the  hook  and 
groove  are  cut  perpendicularly  upon  the  edges  of  the 
boards  respectively,  those  edges  being  each  beviled  up- 
on an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees,  or  so  as  to  divide  the 
right  angle  equally.  On  the  edge  of  one  board  tlie 
groove  is  cut,  and  the  hook  upon  the  other.  It  is  a 
very  pretty,  as  well  as  useful  and  economical  invention. 
The  iim'ntor  is  Mr.  Davis,  who  has  one  of  the  ma- 
chines in  operation  at  Castle  Garden. 

[IV.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

Michigan  ship  canal.  The  inhabitants  of  Monroe 
city,  Michigan,  have  voted  to  raise  §25,0C0  towards  the 
ship  canal  commenced  by  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  connecting  the  waters  of  the  river  Raisin 
with  Lake  Erie  and  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Raisin. 

The  ship  of  the  line,  Ohio,  is  now  preparing  for  sea 
at  the  navy  yard  in  Charleston.  It  is  said  her  destina- 
uation  is  the  Mediterranean — and  that  she  will  be  com- 
manded by  capt.  Smith- — commodore  Hull  goes  out  in 
her  as  commander  on  the  Mediterranean  station. 

[Boston  Mer.  Journal. 

National  Typographical  association.  This  body,  after 
mature  deliberation,  have  decided  on  a postponement 
of  the  next  meeting,  and  inform  all  the  different  socie- 
ties attached,  that,  ft  will  be  bold  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  first  Monday  of  September , 1839, 
at  which  time  and  place  it  is  fondly  expected  that  the 
representatives  from  the  different  societies  will  be  in  at- 
tendance. 


Indian  difficulties  in  Indiana.  Gov.  Wallace  of  In- 
diana, has  gone  to  Plymouth  to  examine  into  the  diffi- 
culties between  the  Indians  and  while  settlers  of  that 
quarter.  A counsel  was  held  at  Plymouth,  August  11, 
and  the  hon.  John  Tipton  of  the  U.  S.  senate  spoke  two 
hours  and  a half  (a  regular  set  congressional  harangue,) 
to  the  Pottawattamies!  How  these  lovers  of  brief 
aphorisms  must  have  turned  up  the  whites  of  their  eyes! 
The  majority  were  unconvinced,  and  declared  they 
would  not  remove  beyond  the  Mississippi  but  by  force. 
The  U.  S.  government  have,  according  to  the  Logans- 
port  Telegraph,  acted  as  usual  in  bad  faiib  to  these 
people.  [IV.  Y,  Star. 


Mr.  Watson,  in  bis  “Annals  of  Philadelphia,’’  says 
that  our  national  air,  Yankee  Doodle,  was  taken  from 
“Lydia  Fisher,”  a famous  and  well  known  New  Eng- 
land jig.  The  verse  ran — 

“Lydia  Locket  lost  her  pocket, 

Lydia  Fisher  found  it, 

Not  a bit  of  money  in  it, 

Only  binding  round  it.’’ 

The  drama  in  Michigan.  Mrs.  Ingersoll,  youngest 
daughter  of  “Old  Jefferson,”  and  widow  of  the  deceas- 
ed young  tragedian,  Ingersoll,  late  of  New  York,  it 
playing  the  Lady  of  Lyons  with  great  effect  at  Niles 
50  miles  up  the  St.  Joseph’s  river,  in  Michigan. 
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JKrlt  is  with  the  most  sincere  and  heartfelt  regret 
that  we  announce  the  death  oi  Walter  S.  Franklin , 
esq.  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States.  He  died  of  bilious  fever  on  the  night  of  the  20th 
inst.  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  where  lie  was  on  a visit  io  his 
friends.  Our  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Franklin  com- 
menced with  the  extra  session,  from  which  period  we 
have  had  many  opportunities  of  learning  Ins  charac- 
ter, which  \vas  adorned  with  every  manly  virtue.  His 
frankness,  kindness  and  urbanity  made  him  a general 
favorite,  and  his  loss  will  be  long  and  sincerely  deplo- 
red, not  only  by  those  with  whom  lie  was  connected  by 
official  relations,  but  by  the  more  endearing  ties  of  so- 
cial intercourse. 

Si5”In  the  next  “Register,”  we  hope  to  present  a 
detailed  view  of  the  results  of  the  recent  elections, 
compiled  from  official  returns. 

Hon.  Stephen  C.  Phillips,  member  of  congress  from 
Essex,  Mass.,  declines  a re-election,  and  proposes  to 
resign  his  present  seat.  The  Salem  Gazette  says: — 
“This  announcement,  we  believe,  will  occasion  uni- 
versal regret  among  his  constituents.  No  district  has 
ever  been  more  faithfully  and  efficiently  represented  in 
congress  than  this  has  been  by  Mr.  Phillips;  and  few 
representatives  have  ever  acquired  for  themselves,  in 
s > short  a term  of  service,  an  equal  degree  of  respect 
and  influence.” 

From  Florida.  We  learn  from  St.  Augustine,  by 
way  of  Charleston,  that,  on  the  night  of  the  17th  inst., 
a party  of  Indians  approached  within  a short  distance 
ol  St.  Augustine,  and  captured  between  50  and  75 
horses.  Lieut.  May,  in  going  from  St.  Augustine  to 
Fort  King,  on  the  next  morning,  recaptured  all  the 
horses,  but  was  unable  to  capture  a single  Indian,  they 
having  taken  to  the  woods. 

The  Tallahassee  Floridian  of  the  15th  instantsays — 
We  are  happy  to-  learn  that  a detachment  of  capt. 
Rowel’s  company  of  Florida  militia,  on  the  11th  inst. 
while  on  a scoui  near  die  mouth  of  Ocilla,  surprised 
Tiger  Tail’s  camp,  and  fired  into  it.  The  warriors  fled 
on  their  ponies,  and  our  men  being  on  foot  could  not 
overtake  them.  The  detachment  consisted  of  about, 
sixteen  men,  the  Indians  supposed  about  twenty-two. 
Several  warrior  were  wounded  and  two  squaws  taken 
prisoners,  both  mortally  wounded,  and  died  soon  after. 
The  baggage  of  the  Indians  was  captured.  The 
troops  returned  to  camp  Taylor,  when  major  .T.  L. 
Taylor  recommenced  the  pursuit  with  a sufficient  com- 
pany of  mounted  volunteers.  He  has  not  since  been 
heard  from,  but  from  his  activity  and  energy  we  antici- 
pate a good  account. 

St.  Augustine,  Sept.  15. 

The  Indians.  On  Tuesday  night  last,  about  11 
o’clock,  lieut.  May,  in  passing  to  his  command  at  Fort 
Peyton,  heard  the  driving  of  horses,  he  pushed  on,  and 
had  just  crossed  the  last  bridge,  when  he  heard  the 
noise  of  a horse  close  following,  and,  reining  up,  it  pas- 
sed a little  ahead.  To  the  hail,  “who  are  you — speak 
or  I’ll  fire!’’  receiving  no  answer,  at  the  distance  of 
three  paces  he  deliberately  discharged  a pistol  at  a per- 
son who  was  leaning  forward  in  the  act  of  slipping 
from  the  horse.  This  occurred  within  thirty  yards  of 
the  fort,  so  near  that  the  words  were  heard  within. — 
The  sentinel  immediately  hailed,  and  was  ordered  by 
the  lieut.  to  stand  to  his  post.  The  following  morning 
a horse  entered  with  an  Indian’s  sash  in  his  "mouth  for 
a bridle,  and  a blanket  on  his  back. 

The  pistol  had  been  loaded  with  three  buck  shot  and 
a hall;  the  hall  was  found  to  have  struck  the  hoise  high 
in  the  shoulder,  just  behind  the  neck,  the  shot  are  sup- 
posed to  have  taken  effect  upon  the  rider,  from  his  po- 
sition at  the  moment  of  being  fired  upon.  By  judges  of 
the  different  Indian’s  characters,  Wild  Cat  is  believed 
to  be  this  bold  fellow,  whose  object  seems  to  have  been 
to  approach  without  noise,  strike  the  passenger  with  a 
bludgeon,  and  take  his  scalp,  without  alarming  the 
garrison;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  noise  necessarily 
made  in  passing  the  bridge,  the  project  is  likely  to  have 
succeeded.  The  pale-face  is  allowed  to  have  acted 
with  boldness  and  address  equal  to  the  impudent  cour- 
age of  the  red-skin. 

In  the  morning,  capt.  Mickler,  with  the  volunteers, 
and  lieut.  May,  with  some  regulars,  followed  them  to 
the  south.  Capt.  M.  in  taking  a course  to  surround  or 
cut  them  off,  fell  into  the  regular  trail  ahead,  and  with 
a few  of  the  most  advanced  of  his  company,  discovered 
the  Indians  in  a spur  of  Cypress  swamp,  near  thirty 
miles  from  the  post.  They  had  disposed  of  themselves 
with  a large  pond  in  front,  with  a dense  and  extensive 
swamp  behind.  The  parties  saw  each  other  at  nearly 
the  same  moment;  the  Indians  who  were  seen,  were 
in  number  seven  or  eight;  they  brandished  their  rifles 
in  the  air,  givingtheir  war  whoop,  disappeared  into  the 
palmettocs.  The  captain  restrained  his  men  from  fol- 
lowing and  firing,  as  the  Indians  were  two  hundred 
yards  off,  and  were  apparently  making  ready  to  give 
battle.  But  no  more  was  seen  of  them,  and  pursuit  in 
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the  country  in  which  they  were  would  have  been  use- 
less. They  left  behind  a lew  articles,  two  skins  of 
honey,  and  their  horses.  The  horses,  it  appears,  they 
had  deliberately  driven  up,  penned,  and  taken  from  the 
King’s  landing  about  a mile  from  this  city, . and  were 
driving  south  by  the  fort,  when  the  affair  occurred  with 
l.eut.  May. 

This  is  but  the  history  of  a day  in  East  Florida,  and 
may  give  an  idea  of  the  daring  and  prudence  of  the  Se- 
minole, as  well  as  the  calmness  with  which  he  is  some- 
times met,  and  the  difficulties  of  pursuit. 

There  is  nu  danger  of  course  to  tie  apprehended  with- 
in the  city,  but  vve  whisper  a caution  to  the  “parties  of 
pleasure,”  and  such  w ho  find  it  necessary  sometimes  to 
be  out  upon  disputed  territory. 

P.  S.  Yesterday  afternoon,  the  Indians  again  made 
their  appearance  at  Furt  Peyton. 

Union  of  the  British  provinces.  II.  M.  steamer 
Medea  has  again  started  from  Halifax  for  Quebec — 
not  with  governors,  hut  with  commissioners  now.  It 
is  stated  in  a Prince  Edward  Island  paper,  that  the 
earl  of  Durham  has  invited  this  convocation  of  com- 
missioners, to  consult  with  them  for  the  purpose  of  ef- 
fecting a union  in  the  provinces.  The  plan  is  briefly 
this:  A union  of  the  five  provinces,  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada,  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Prince 
Edward  Island,  (Newfoundland  to  have  the  option  of 
joining,)  under  one  federal  government,  each  province 
retaining  its  own  local  legislature,  divested  of  a legisla- 
tive council,  or  upper  chamber — the  governor  or  lieuten- 
ant governor  of  the  province,  aided  by  an  executive 
council,  of  not  less  than  five  members,  to  have  the 
power  of  revising  hills  and  suggesting  alterations  therein 
to  the  assembly,  but  not  to  have  the  power  of  rejection 
— the  governor  to  have  a veto  on  all  bills,  as  at  present. 
Each  province  joining  the  federal  union,  whether  large 
or  small,  to  send  ten  members  to  represent  them  in  a 
general  assembly,  which  shall  legislate  on  such  matters 
as  are  common  to  all,  or  to  two  or  more  of  them,  and 
which  shall  also  be  a court  of  appeal,  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  such  cases  as  have  heretofore  been  referred 
to  the  British  parliament  or  the  privy  council.  The  go- 
vernor general,  with  the  assistance  of  a council,  to  have 
the  same  power,  with  regard  to  bills  passed  by  the  ge- 
neral assembly,  ns  the  other  governors  have  in  the  pro- 
vincial assemblies.  Quebec,  Montreal  and  Halifax  to 
send  two  members  each  to  the  general  assembly,  (to  be 
included  in  the  ten  returnable  by  the  province)  the  same 
privilege  to  be  extended  to  any  other  town  as  soon  as 
its  population  amounts  to  15.000  persons.  Each  of  the 
provinces  to  have  the  privilege  ol  returning  two  mem- 
bers to  represent  its  interests  in  the  British  parliament. 
The  whole  of  the  revenues  of  each  province  to  be 
placed  at  thp  disposal  of  its  house  of  assembly,  who 
shall  determine  the  amount  of  salary  to  be  paid  to  its 
governor,  judges,  and  other  public  officers,  and  provide 
for  the  payment  of  its  civil  list.  [N.  Y.  Express. 

Pension  court.  Judge  Wood  held  a special  court 
at  the  Uuio.'i  House  in  this  town,  to  receive  the  decla- 
ration of  widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers  and  seamen 
who  claim  pensions  under  the  late  act  of  congress. — 
Fifteen  presented  their  declarations,  and  we  learn  that 
there  were  among  them  widows  of  those  who  were  in 
the  bartles  of  Bunker  Hill,  White  Plains,  Trenton, 
Princeton,  Brandywine,  Saratoga,  Monmouth  and 
Rhode  Island.  There  were  also  widows  of  others  who 
fought  in  the  Haggard  and  Protector,  (state  vessels) 
who  were  imprisoned  in  Halifax  and  England,  and 
the  widow  of  one  who  was  impressed  into  the  British 
service,  and  was  in  the  celebrated  battle  of  Rodney 
with  Count  de  Grasse  in  the  West  Indies.  It  was  a 
gratifying  spectacle  to  witness  the  survivors  of  the  pe- 
rilous period  of  the  revolution,  those  who  embarked 
their  fortunes  with  the  gallant  heroes  who  assisted  in 
achieving  our  independence,  coming  forward  to  re- 
ceive the  benefits  of  an  act  which  we  think  so  excel- 
lent in  its  provisions  that  it  will  be  highly  honorable  to 
the  character  of  the  country.  There  will  probably  be 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pensioners  of  this  class 
in  Plymouth  county,  of  which  Hingham  will  furnish 
her  lull  quota.  We  understand  there  are  about  the 
same  number  in  Scituate.  [ Hingham  Pat. 

Singular.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  fatal  cho- 
lera of  1832 — which  sent  thousands  of  our  citizens  to 
their  last  dread  account — and  carried  off  an  immense 
number  of  those,  who  precipitately  fled  from  it, — died 
captain  Mead,  of  the  steamboat  Homer,  and  his  clerk; 
according  to  the  Natchez  Courier,  both  were  buried  in 
the  bank  of  the  river,  side  by  side,  about  fifteen  miles 
below  Natchez.  Last  year,  the  bank  having  caved  in, 
the  coffins  became  exposed,  and  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  remove  them  to  another  portion  of  the  ground; 
in  doing  this,  the  disparity  in  the  weight  of  each  was 
observed;  curiosity  prompted  the  persons  so  engaged  to 
open  the  coffin.  In  that  known  to  have  contained  the 
body  of  the  clerk,  was  found  bones  and  particles  of 
decayed  clothing — in  tho  other  captain  Mead,  in  as  per- 


fect a state  of  preservation  as  if  the  body  had  been 
embalmed — appearing  as  fresh  and  undecayed  as  when 
first  interred — even  the  grave  clothes  and  the  winding 
sheet  were  quite  sound.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for 
this  singular  circumstance.  The  cypress  wood  enclos- 
ed the  bodies  of  both.  [ Louisiana  Adv. 

The  French  firates.  The  grand  jury  was .engaged 
all  day  yesterday  and  part  of  the  day  before  in  an  ex- 
amination of  the  cases  of  Marsaud  and  Ramond,  the 
pirates  of  the  French  ship  Alexandre,  who  were  al- 
leged to  be  abducted  by  the  collusion  ol  the  French 
consul  and  the  officers  Gilchrist  and  Lyons.  The 
case  has  attracted  a good  deal  of  public  attention,  and 
llie  mayor  of  the  city  has  been  most  absurdly  blamed 
by  a few  persons  of  his  own  party,  and  by  all,  of  course, 
of  the  other  party,  bccauee  he  aid  not  summarily  dis- 
miss Gilchrist  and  Lyons. 

The  grand  jury,  on  Monday,  took  up  the  whole  af- 
fair from  beginning  to  end,  and  have  not  concluded 
yet,  thus  showing  their  anxiety  to  give  the  matter  a 
thorough  shiftirg."  They  have,  however,  proceeded  so 
far  as  to  acquit  Gilchrist  and  Lyons  of  all  blame, — and 
now  they  go  on,  we  presume,  to  look  at  the  other  par- 
ties concerned  in  the  affair.  Among  the  persons  exa- 
mined before  the  grand  jury,  were  Mr.  Clark,  the 
mayor,  justice  Bloodgood,  Gilbert  Hays,  A.  M.  C. 
Smith,  the  clerk  of  the  police,  col.  Church,  of  Long 
Island,  the  landlord  and  landlady  of  the  hotel  at  Fort 
Hamilton,  and  the  French  vice  consul.  [Express. 

The  drought.  The  Cincinnati  Whig  of  the  10th 
inst.  says  that  the  drought  in  that  section  of  country 
is  becoming  a serious  matter.  The  same  paper  says: 

In  Kentucky,  we  understand,  the  drought  is  unu- 
sually disastrous.  We  learn  that  Messrs.  Fogg  and 
Stickney  were  in  Flemingsburg  last  week  with  their 
circus  horses,  and  that  water  was  so  scarce  in  that 
place  that  it  cost  them  $12  per  day  for  a sufficient 
quantity  for  their  horses — none  could  be  had  within 
three  miles  of  the  place.  The  farmers  in  the  neighbor- 
hood were  becoming  alarmed  at  the  great  scarcity  of 
water,  ar.d  expected,  (if  the  dry  weather  continued 
many  days  longer)  to  be  compelled  to  remove  all  their 
cattle  from  that  section  of  the  state  to  some  place  where 
water  could  be  had. 

Col.  Wilkins  and  the  other  commissioners  from  the 
state  of  Mississippi  have  returned  home,  after  having 
effected  the  sale  of  their  state  bonds  for  $5,000,000, 
by  the  aid  of  the  United  States  Bank.  The  success  of 
their  mission  is  a gratifying  evidence  of  the  confidence 
placed  on  the  inhabitants,  and  of  the  vast  resources  of 
that  state,  and  reflects  credit  on  Mr.  Biddle,  for  pursu- 
ing a course  having  a tendency  to  strengthen  the  ties 
that  unite  the  interests  of  the  south  with  those  of  the 
north. 

No  state  suffered  more  from  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments than  Mississippi,  yet  the  sale  of  the  state  bonds, 
the  loan  of  some  $3,000,000,  and  the  coming  cotton 
crop,  will  place  its  affairs  on  a favorite  footing. 

[N.  Y.  Express. 

Fires  in  Boston.  From  the  Transcript.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a brief  summary  of  the  number  of  fires,  and 
the  amount  of  loss  sustained  by  fire  in  Boston,  during 
the  last  nine  years: 


Year. 

No.  of  times 
called  out. 

Alarms  out 
of  the  city. 

Loss.  Insurance. 

1829 

128 

20 

$112,150 

®65,450 

1830 

85 

10 

58,000 

31,000 

1831 

51 

4 

34,000 

18,000 

1832 

133 

20 

54,000 

18.000 

1833 

144 

25 

94,000 

43,000 

1834 

103 

25 

38,000 

25,000 

1835 

155 

21 

206,000 

104,000 

1836 

203 

27 

137,000 

48,000 

1837 

136 

33 

167,610 

115,470 

1,143 

185 

900,760 

470,920 

State  of  morals  in  London.  A report  had  been 
published  by  the  superintendent  of  police  on  duty  dur- 
ing die  “Hyde  Park  fair,  on  the  day  of  her  majesty’s 
coronation,”  which  is  a remarkable,  as  showing  in  a 
most  unquestionable  manner  the  good  conduct  of  the 
people  of  this  metropolis.  In  a multitude  larger  than 
ever  was  gathered  together  in  London  there  was  no 
rioting,  no  offensive  scenes  of  drunkenness,  and  during 
the  fair  only  twenty  persons  were  taken  into  custody 
and  conveyed  to  the  station.  They  consisted  of  seven 
pick  pockets,  one  felon  (only  apprehended  in  the  fair, 
for  the  act  was  committed  some  time  before,)  and  twelve 
persons  charged  with  gambling.  It  is,  perhaps,  not 
overstepping  the  limits  of  truth  to  say,  that  one-half  of 
the  population  of  the  metropolis  were,  at  one  time  or 
another,  in  the  fair.  And  on  a day  of  general  excite- 
ment-surrounded b/  every  temptation  to  indulgence — 
beer  shops  in  abundance1 — not  one  person  was  appre= 
hended  for  drunkenness  or  riot!  [London  paper , 
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Compliment  to  the  president.  From  the  Lexing- 
ton (Fa.)  Gazette.  The  following  correspondence  be- 
tween the  president  of  the  U.  S.  and  those  of  his  friends 
in  this  county  who  tendered  him  a public  dinner,  has 
been  politely  furnished  us  for  publication: 

Lexington , Va.,  August  13 111,  1833. 
To  the  president  of  the  United  Stales: 

Dear  sir — The  undersigned,  having  heard  with  the 
greatest  pleasure  that  you  design  visiting  the  “Natural 
bridge”  before  you  return  to  the  seat  of  government — 
and  being  desirous  of  showing  that  respect  which  we 
feel,  and  which  the  integrity  of  your  character  and 
your  eminent  public  services  justly  entitle  you  to,  ten- 
der, on  behalf  of  your  political  friends  iu  this  county,  a 
public  dinner,  to  be  given  under  the  “Natural  Bridge,’’ 
at  such  time  as  you  may  designate. 

Respectfully,  your  friends  and  fellow  citizens, 


John  Letcher, 
William  Stevens, 
Matthew  White, 

R.  Griggsby, 

B.  F.  Porter, 
Rich’d  Morris, 
John  Jordan, 
Wm.  Taylor, 

S.  F.  Jordan, 

J.  W.  Jordan, 


J.  Warren  Griggsby, 
Arch’d  Graham, 

Sam’l  Pettigrew, 

H.  Norgrove, 

William  White, 

W.  PL  I etcher, 

R.  H.  Morrison, 

A.  H.  Taylor, 

R.  J.  Taylor, 

J.  W.  Brockenbrough. 


White  Sulphur  Springs,  August  21,  1838. 

Gentlemen — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter inviting  me  to  a public  dinner  to  be  given  under  the 
Natural  Bridge. 

The  rule  which  I have  prescribed  to  myself  in  refer- 
ence to  such  occasions  during  my  visit  to  this  state, 
compels  me  to  decline  your  polite  invitation;  but  I beg 
you  to  be  assured,  that  there  is  no  portion  of  my  friends 
from  whom  I could  receive  so  distinguished  a compli- 
ment with  greater  satisfaction  than  from  yourselves, 
and  from  those  on  whose  behalf  you  have  tendered  it. 
I feel,  however,  less  regret  at  being  thus  constrained  to 
decline  a compliance  with  your  wishes,  as  I hope  that 
I will  be  able  to  visit  Lexington  on  ray  way  to  Wash- 
ington, and  to  embrace  that  opportunity  to  become  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  my  fellow  citizens  of  Rockbridge, 
and  to  renew  in  person  my  thanks  for  the  honor  which 
you  have  offered  me. 

For  the  flattering  terms  in  which  your  invitation  is 
conveyed,  1 beg  you  to  receive  my  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments, and  to  accept  for  yourselves,  and  for  those 
you  represent,  assurances  of  the  high  regard  and  re- 
spect with  which 

I am,  gentleman,  your  most  ob’t  serv’t, 

M.  Van  Buren. 


To  Messrs.  John  Letcher,  S,rc.  fyc. 


Let  not  those  desirous  to  unmask  the  real  author  be 
led  off  by  a false  scent. 

It  is  the  production  of  neither  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  nor  of  war,  to  whom  it  has  been  occasionally  at- 
tributed. This  I vouch  for,  and  you  and  all  who 
know  me,  will  admit  that  I am  incapable  of  mislead- 
ing the  public  in  a matter  which  has  assumed  national 
importance.  A Lover  of  Truth. 

Commodore  Porter.  The  National  Intelligencer  of 
Thursday  says:  “Commodore  David  Porter,  our  charge 
d’  affaires  at  Constantinople,  has  returned  home,  on  a 
short  leave  of  absence,  lor  the  benefit  ot  his  health, 
which  has  become  seriously  impaired,  and  is  at  presen 
on  a visit  to  this  District,  where  he  has  so  many  old  and 
attached  friends.  We  are  happy  to  learn  that  he  alrea- 
dy feels  much  renovated  by  the  change  of  climate,  and 
hopes  that  a few  months’  residence  at  home  will  re- 
establish his  health  as  fully  as  he  can  ever  expect  it  to 
be.” 

Jefferson’s  grave.  A statement  has  been  going 
the  rounds  of  the  papers  made  by  one  Mr.  George 
Leiper  at  a celebration  somewhere,  representing  that 
he  had  found  the  grave  of  Jefferson  in  a forlorn  condi- 
tion when  on  a visit  to  Monticello  about  a year  since. 
The  residence,  lie  said,  was  in  a dilapidated  state;  and 
the  only  person  met  there  was  an  old  Irish  lady, 
who,  for  a small  fee,  gratified  curiosity,  and  threw  open 
the  cheerless  rooms  for  inspection.  Of  the  grave  of  the 
illustrious  patriot,  Mr.  Leiper  said  a few  bricks  laid  on 
the  flat  side,  disiinguished  it  from  others  within  the  en- 
closure. 

The  Charlottesville  Advocate  speaks  of  the  whole 
statement  as  a tissue  of  falsehoods.  It  says  that,  “with 
the  exception  of  the  terraces,  the  whole  building  is  in 
good  repair,  and  neatly,  if  not  tastily  furnished.  And 
as  to  the  grave,  we  believe  the  directions  specified  in 
Mr.  Jefferson’s  will  have  been  substantially  carried  into 
effect  by  his  executor.  A granite  obelisk  was  several 
years  since  placed  upon  the  grave,  with  the  laconic 
and  appropriate  inscription  written  by  Mr.  J. — but 
owing  to  defect  of  the  cement,  the  marble  slab,  con- 
taining the  inscription,  soon  after  fell  from  its  place, 
and  has  never  been  restored.  With  this  matter  it  ap- 
pears that  capt.  Levy,  the  present  proprietor,  has  no- 
thing to  do,  as  the  grave  yard  was  reserved  in  the  sale 
to  him.  The  Advocate  asserts  that  those  gentlemen 
and  ladies  who  have  visited  there  properly,  have  inva- 
riably been  politely  and  hospitably  entertained  by 
capt.  Levy  and  his  family;  and  denies  that  any  fee  has 
ever  been  exacted  by  any  Irish  woman,  or  other  per- 
son, since  the  place  has  been  in  possession  of  its  pre- 
sent proprietor.  [Richmond  Compiler. 


Death  of  col.  Lindsay.  We  learn  from  the  Rich- 
mond Enquirer,  that  the  Huntsville  (Ala.)  post  office 
way  bill  ot  the  15th  inst.  states  that  col.  William  Lind- 
say, of  the  United  States  army,  died,  in  that  town,  on 
the  morning  of  the  15th,  at  9 o’clock,  after  an  illness  of 
two  weeks,  of  bilious  fever.  The  annunciation  of  this 
melancholy  event  will  give  sincere  concern  to  the  com- 
munity. Col.  L.  was  a native  of  Virginia,  one  of  the 
most  accomplished  officers  of  the  army,  a man  of  ta- 
lents, of  high  distinction  in  his  profession,  and  a gen- 
tleman in  every  sense  of  the  term.  His  death  is  a 
great  loss  to  the  whole  country;  but  how  shall  we  de- 
pict its  consequences  to  his  bereaved  and  afflicted  fa- 
mily? 

Mr.  Paulding  and  the  navy.  From  the  Baltimore 
Chronicle  of  Tuesday  last. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Baltimore  Chronicle. 

Observing  in  your  paper  of  yesterday,  a paragraph 
copied  from  the  Albany  Evening  Journal,  ascribing  to 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  positive  terms,  the  author- 
ship of  the  recent  strictures  in  the  Globe  highly  deroga- 
tory to  the  officers  of  the  navy,  (see  page  23,)  I ieel  as- 
sured that  the  ascertainment  and  dissemination  of  truth 
is  always  preferred  by  you  to  the  diffusion  of  erroneous 
impressions,  whatever  may  be  their  political  effect. 

Mr.  Paulding  has  long  been  known  to  the  nation  as 
a gentleman  and  scholar — living  in  retirement,  his  pur- 
suits have  always  been  literary,  never  political,  except 
his  able  vindication  of  the  navy  some  years  since  from 
unmerited  slanders  may  be  so  termed.  He  accepted 
an  appointment  in  the  cabinet  with  a determination  to 
sustain,  if  not  to  advance,  the  character  of  that  arm  of 
the  national  defence,  of  which  he  had  ever  been  the 
friend  and  occasionally  the  champion. 

Incessantly  occupied  in  the  attainment  of  this  object 
— engaged  in  placing  in  commission  the  Ohio  74,  the 
frigates  Constellation  and  Macedonian,  ships  of  war 
Levant  and  Warren — thus  expending  every  dollar  ap- 
propriated by  congress,  and  giving  acceptable  employ- 
ment to  every  officer  in  the  service,  he  finds  himself 
assailed  as  the  reputed  author  of  a paragraph  deroga- 
tory to  the  fair  fame  of  those  whose  destinies  he  was 
called  to  preside  over  and  protect. 

He  felt  the  imputation  highly  insulting,  and,  conceiv- 
ing that  none  who  knew  him  would  believe  him  capa- 
ble of  such  dereliction  from  propriety  and  common 
sense,  he  did  not  conceive  that  there  existed  any  obliga- 
tion to  disavow  it  through  the  public  press;  by  so  doino-, 
every  anonymous  scribbler  might  create  an  expectation 
that  the  ascription  to  him  of  Any  exceptionable  para- 
graph required  to  be  formally  disavowed. 

In  conversation  with  his  friends  he  has  no  reserve. 
The  article  referred  to  was  never  se,n  or'  heard  of  by 
him  until  it  was  read  by  the  world  in  p-;nt.  J 


Banks,  currency,  &c.  The  New  Yorlt  money  mar- 
ket. The  New  York  Express  of  Tuesday,  2,  P.  M., 
says — 

“The  southern  banks  have,  within  the  past  month, 
taken  a good  deal  of  specie  from  the  city,  notwith- 
standing the  exchange  has  been  decidedly  against 
them.  If  the  southern  banks  do  not  throw  a balance 
here,  this  specie  will  soon  come  back  again. 

“The  surplus  funds  in  Wall  street  have  been  greatly 
diminished  within  the  last  month.  Large  balances  lay 
here  from  the  south  and  west,  which  have  been  with- 
drawn and  made  use  of  to  enable  their  banks  to  place 
themselves  on  a specie  footing.’’ 

Philadelphia  money  market.  Bicknell’s  Reporter  of 
Tuesday  says — “The  rate  of  interest  remains  about 
the  same,  nine  per  cent,  out  of  doors.” 

Sales  of  stock  at  Philadelphia,  Sept.  1 1 . 

43  shares  U.  S'.  Bank,  - - - 123  3 4 a 124 

Exchanges.  Sales  of  domestic  exchange  were  made 
in  New  York,  on  Tuesday,  on  Mississippi  at  7 dis.; 
New  Orleans  3 1-2;  Mobile  6 1-2;  Savannah  1 3-4; 
Charleston  1 a 1 1-2. 

State  slock.  §50,030  New  York  state  stock,  5 per 
cent,  payable  in  twenty  years,  was  sold  on  the  13th 
inst.  at  the  Merchant’s  exchange,  by  R.  R.  Minturn. 
The  first  lot  was  taken  at  101  1-2,  and  the  last  at 
101  1-4. 

The  subject  of  the  resumption  of  specie  payments 
by  the  banks  of  New  Orleans,  engages  no  small  share 
of  public  attention  in  that  city.  A slip  from  the  Mer- 
chant’s Transcript,  under  date  of  5th  instant,  has  the 
following  notice  of  the  proceedings  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  banks  on  the  question: 

On  Monday  last  the  presidents  of  our  different  banks 
met  to  discuss  again  the  all-absorbing  question  of  a re- 
sumption of  specie  payments;  it  is  understood  that 
they  continued  in  their  determination  to  resume  on  the 
1st  January  next,  provided,  “the  U.  S.  Bank  of  Penn- 
vania  would  furnish  a circulating  medium,”  but,  as 
yet  Mr.  Biddle  (though  it  is  now  nearly  three  months 
sindfe  their  application  to  him)  has  not  yet  given  them 
any  hopes  of  acceding  to  their  request. 

There  is  a great  difference  of  opinion  between  the 
direction  of  certain  of  the  banks  and  that  of  those  re- 
cently created,  not  only  as  to  the  expediency  of  the 
measure,  but  also  as  to  the  ability  of  the  institutions  to 
resume;  the  former  seem  anxious  to  redeem  their  pro- 
mises to  the  public,  if  they  could  do  so  without  being 
compelled,  for  their  own  security,  to  assume  a large 
amount  of  the  paper  of  the  corporations  whose  issues 
(especially  the  skeleton  banks)  are  excessive;  and  the 
latter  fearful  of  unpleasant  consequences  in  case  the 
specie  banks  do  not  assist  them,  are  desirous  of  con- 
tinuing the  paper  currency.  Thus  matters  stand. 


In  the  mean  time  the  all  powerful  voice  of  an  indul° 
gent  community  is  heard  crying  loud  for  long  expected 
justice— our  citizens  are  becoming  restive  under  the 
inequality  of  the  exchanges  between  this  and  the 
north,  and  are  demanding  relief. 

Besides  all  this,  petitions  are  being  got  up  praying 
the  legislature,  which  is  to  assemble  the  first  week  in 
January,  to  compel,  if  necessary,  a resumption. 

The  Bank  of  Central  New  York  is  the  name  and 
style  of  an  institution  recently  organized  at  Utica,  un- 
der the  general  banking  law.  About  $160,000  is  al- 
ready subscribed  to  the  capital  stock,  and  the  books 
will  be  opened  for  thirty  days  for  an  increase  to  $500,- 
000.  From  the  peculiar  advantages  of  location,  the 
stock  must  give  large  dividends  to  the  stockholders; 
and  the  respectability  of  the  direction  warrants  the  be- 
lief that  the  institution  will  be  conducted  on  sound  bu- 
siness principles.  The  directors  are,  Charles  Gould, 
president;  Spencer  Kellogg,  Samuel  D.  Dakin,  Frede- 
rick Hollister,  Elisha  M Gilbert,  Heman  Ferry,  and 
George  Curtiss.  [N.  Y.  Courier. 

Loss  and  gain.  A note  for  $500  of  the  U.  States 
Bank,  says  the  Grand  Gulf  Whig  of  the  7th  inst.  was 
sold  here,  a day  or  two  since,  for  nine  hundred  and  se- 
venty dollars  in  Brandon  Bank  paper. 

Naval.  We  learn  from  the  Army  and  Navy  Chro- 
nicle that  commodore  Isaac  Hull  has  been  appointed 
to  the  command  of  our  naval  forces  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  that  he  will  sail  for  that  station  in  the  Ohio, 
which  is  now  fitting  out  with  all  practicable  despatch 
at  Boston.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  officers  of 
the  Ohio: 

Commodore — Isaac  Hull. 

Captain — Joseph  Smith. 

Lieutenants — G.  J.  Pendergrast,  S.  Mercer,  S.  F. 
Dupont,  W.  L.  Howard,  R.  L.  Browning,  J.  S.  Miss- 
roon,  J.  W.  Cox,  A.  Taylor,  G.  Gansevoort. 

Assistant  surgeons — J.  Malcolm  Smith,  B.  T.  Magill; 
Purser — W.  Sinclair;  Chaplain — J.  W.  Grier;  Master 
—John  Robinson;  Second  master — F.  Bartlett. 

Passed  midshipmen — B.  M.  Dove,  R.  Forrest,  E.  C. 
Bowers,  J.  Anderson,  R.  H.  Lowndes,  E.  G.  Parrot, 
J.  Carroll,  W.  D.  Hurst,  W.  B.  Renshaw,  C.  B.  Poin- 
dexter, W.  A.  Jones,  W.  A.  Parker,  W ■ Ronckendorff, 
W.  E.  LeRoy,  L.  Maynard,  W.  Reid,  T.  B.  Barrett. 

Midshipmen — F.  Alexander,  W.  F.  De  Jongh,  L. 
McLane,  W.  Shields,  P.  Crosby,  H.  S.  Newcomb,  R. 
Townsend. 

Boatswain — William  Waters;  Gunner — John  Blight; 
Carpenter — John  South  wick;  Sailmaker — S.  B.  Banister. 

Commander  F.  Forrest  has  been  relieved  from  his 
orders  to  the  Vandalia,  and  comm’r  Levy  transferred 
to  the  Vandalia  from  the  Ontario. 

Dr.  Isaac  Hulse  is  appointed  fleet  surgeon  of  the 
W.  I.  squadron. 

A severe  gale  was  experienced  on  Wednesday  of 
last  week,  and  extended  from  the  Chesapeake  to  Bos- 
ton, and  perhaps  farther. 

At  Norfolk  the  ship  Pennsylvan  ia  parted  the  cables 
which  confined  her  to  the  wharf,  and  was  brought  up 
on  the  border  of  the  channel  nearly  opposite  the  navy 
yard.  She  will  be  relieved  without  difficulty  or  injury, 
by  starting  her  water  and  removing  her  guns. 

The  frigate  Macedonian  rode  out  the  gale  in  safety 
at  her  ancliorage.  [Army  Navy  Chronicle. 

Washington  Volunteers.  To  the  publishers  of  the 
Globe: 

Washington,  September  13th,  1833. 

Gentlemen:  In  the  reports,  &c.  made  by  command- 
ing officers  during  the  last  campaign  in  Florida,  not 
one  word  has  been  said  of  the  Washington  volunteer 
corps,  although  mention  has  been  made  of  every  regi- 
ment and  company  employed  in  the  service,  both  regu- 
lar and  volunteer.  This  seems  very  hard  to  the  young 
men  of  the  Washington  volunteers;  they  prided  them- 
selves oil  being  employed  on  the  most  dangerous  ser- 
vice— transporting  provision  to  gen.  Jesup,  (far  in  tho 
everglades,)— and  yet  nothing  has  been  said  of  them. 
Wilfyou  please  publish  the  following  order  of  gen. 
Jesup  on  the  expiration  of  our  term  of  service? 

A Volunteer. 

order  no.  88. 

Head  quarters,  aimy  of  the  south, 

Fort  Jupiter,  Florida,  April  1,  1833. 

Par.  1.  Captain  Irvin’s  company  ot  volunteers,  from 
the  District  of  Columbia,  will  be  mustered  and  honor- 
ably discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  day  on  which  their  time  expires.  Captain  D. 
D.  Tompkins,  commanding  at  Fort  Pierce,  will  either 
muster  and  discharge  them  himself,  or  appoint  an  offi- 
cer to  do  so.  . 

The  major  general  commanding,  tenders  his  thanks, 
and  those  of  the  country,  to  captain  Irvin,  and  the  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  of  his  company,  for  the  prompt  pa- 
triotism which  impelled  them  to  come  to  Florida,  and 
for  the  useful  and  zealous  services  which  they  have 
rendered  here.  By  order  of  major  general  Jesup: 

J.  A.  Chambers,  A.  D.  C.  and  A.  A.  gen. 

N.  Darling,  lieut.  and  adj. 

Consumption  of  cotton  in  Great  Britain.  The 
following  statement,  the  correctness  of  which  may  be 
relied  upon,  was  drawn  up  for  the  New  Orleans  Bee, 
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by  one  of  the  best  informed  merchants  of  that  city. — 
It  exhibits  the  consumption  of  cotton  wool  in  Great 


Britain,  fro 
1810 
1811 
1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 
1821 


l the  year  1810  to  1837 


310,200  bales. 

311.000 
315,500 
373,100 

315.000 
338,400 
319,800 

411.300 

424.300 
428,185 
491,079 
489,728 


1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 
1333 
1834 

1833 

1836 

1837 


- 536,000  ‘ 

537,000  ‘ 

- 635,648  ‘ 

564  516  ‘ 

- 560,079  ‘ 

713,833  ‘ 

- 731,248  ‘ 

745,057  ‘ 

- 805,475  ‘ 

873,151  1 

- 864,085  ‘ 

884,887  ‘ 

- 890,724  1 

914,216  ‘ 

- 1,032,944  ‘ 

1,080,155  1 


Total,  16,956,613 

N.  B. — The  consumption  of  American  or  U.  States 
cotton  having  greatly  increased  of  late  years,  as  com- 
pared with  other  descriptions,  which  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  the  increased  weight  of  the  bales,  the  compa- 
rative consumption  in  1837  would  be  fully  1,200,000 
bales  against  310,000  in  1810. 

Mississippi  and  Louisiana  cottons  being  usually  sold 
in  this  market  under  the  denomination  of  “Orleans 
cottons,”  it  is  difficult  to  designate  the  actual  annual 
production  of  each  state  separately;  but  that  of  Louisi- 
ona  alone,  within  the  last  three  years,  may  be  assum- 
ed at  200,000  bales  per  annum,  and  the  average  pro- 
duction of  sugar  at  about  80,000  hhds.  in  the  same  in- 
tervalue, exclusive  of  molasses,  syrup,  and  rum  distill- 
ed therefrom.  This  would  represent  an  annual  value 
of  $15,000,000  at  the  average  prices  then  obtained  for 
cotton  and  sugar  alone,  being  the  produce  of  Louisiana. 


Commercial  statistics.  The  following  statements, 
ns  showing  the  high  importance  of  improved  commu- 
nications with  the  interior,  in  reference  to  the  growth 
and  commercial  prosperity  of  cities,  will  be  found  in- 
teresting to,  and  greatly  deserving  the  attention  of, 
readers  in  this  vicinity: 

From  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  List. 
Commerce  of  Philadelphia.  The  following  statement 
of  the  number  of  arrivals  at  this  port,  furnislies  conclu- 
sive evidence  that  the  great  storm  which  has  swept 
over  our  country,  and  from  which  we  are  just  recover- 
ing, has  not  been  as  severely  felt  here  as  in  most  of  our 
sister  cities,  and  that  our  merchants  have  firmly  and 
nobly  stood  their  ground,  while  others  have  been  pros- 
trated and  crushed.  From  the  1st  of  January  up  to  the 
11th  of  September,  the  number  of  arrivals  at  this  port 
has  been  6,720 — in  1837,  during  the  same  period,  they 
were  3,733 — and  in  1836,  they  amounted  to  only  2,767. 
Here,  then,  we  have  a gain  in  1837  over  1836  of  1,029, 
and  in  1838  over  1837  of  2,924  vessels,  or  more  than  75 
per  cent.  Our  foreign  trade  has  also  increased.  Du- 
ring the  same  period  in  1836,  the  arrivals  from  foreign 
ports  were  283;  in  1837,  308;  and  this  year  they  have 
been  325. 

Union  canal.  The  receipts  for  tolls  this  season,  up 
to  the  1st  instant,  amount  to  $96,709  91 

In  1837,  to  the  same  dale  81,738  51 

In  ld36,  same  time  99,284  68 

Columbia  railwuy.  Comparative  statement  of  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  following  articles  by  the  Columbia  railway 
in  1837  and  1833,  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  31st 
of  August,  inclusive. 


Bacon 

pounds 

1837. 

3,342,531 

1833. 

6,225,118 

Butter 

do 

67,530 

1 17,657 

Cotton 

do 

294,190 

788,024 

Feathers 

do 

3,988 

16,816 

Flour 

bbls. 

67,547 

110,018 

Grain,  wheat 

bush. 

9,836 

16,860 

corn,  &c. 

$153,280 

150,921 

Glass,  (window) 

boxes 

4,637 

6,309 

Hemp 

pounds 

610,555 

Iron,  all  kinds 

do 

2,218,372 

3,622,363 

Lard  and  tallow 

do 

432,388 

256,395 

Leather 

do 

240,905 

223,821 

Merchandise 

do 

222,809 

631,640 

Provisions* 

do 

131,173 

210,437 

Seeds 

bush. 

1,728 

3,797 

Sundries 

pounds 

4,346,706 

3,395,183 

Tobacco 

do 

1,219,899 

4,027,591 

Whiskey 

galls. 

255,416 

372,636 

Wool 

pounds 

89,044 

488,953 

*Kind  not  named. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  the  above  statement,  that 
there  has  been  a rapid  increase  of  business  upon  the 
road.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  burning  of  one  of 
the  bridges  near  Downingstown,last  spring,  and  the  un- 
fortunate destruction  of  the  canal  near  Hollidaysburg, 
in  June  last,  diverted  a large  amount  of  western  pro- 


duce to  other  markets,  particularly  to  New  Orleans.— 
In  the  article  of  tobacco,  alone,  the  quantity  is  believed 
to  have  been  four  hundred  hogshead,  and  of  bacon, 
upwards  of  one  thousand  hogsheads,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  amount  of  goods  forwarded  by  way  of  Baltimore, 
the  New  York  canal,  and  New  Orleans. 


Departed  wesheard  during  the  same 

period. 

Copper  and  tin, 

pounds 

78,294 

232,564 

Cotton, 

do 

215,658 

203,745 

Drugs  and  dyes, 

do 

109,143 

83.044 

Fish, 

bbls. 

7,015 

8,710 

Furniture, 

pounds 

1,054,312 

1,482,832 

Groceries, 

do 

10,418,108 

14,885,084 

Hides, 

do 

471,071 

346,763 

Hemp, 

do 

720,528 

271,415 

Iron, 

do 

1,522,999 

685,300 

Leather, 

do 

183,447 

486,762 

Merchandise, 

do 

12,418,108 

13,286,110 

on, 

gal. 

23.063 

36,438 

Plaster, 

tons 

2,193 

2,367 

Rags, 

pounds 

273,077 

290,891 

Salt, 

bush. 

30,462 

39,782 

Sundries, 

pounds 

3,739,205 

5,160,562 

Wool, 

do 

202,328 

129,771 

The  following  articles  arrived  east  and  departed  west 
from  the  1st  to  the  31st  August,  1838,  inclusive: 
Arrived  east. 


Bacon, 

pounds 

142,839 

Cotton, 

do 

153,016 

Flour, 

bbls. 

5,261 

Grain,  wheat, 

bush. 

1,001 

* corn, 

do 

15,0394 

Hemp, 

pounds 

37,803 

Iron,  pigs  & castings  do 

266,439 

blooms,  4'c, 

do 

344,971 

Leather, 

do 

35,696 

Lumber, 

feet 

90,942 

Tobacco, 

pounds 

723,630 

Wool, 

do 

245,329 

Whiskey, 

galls. 

52,330 

Window  glass, 

boxes 

4,868 

Departed  west. 

Fish,  bbls. 

1,351 

Iron,  pig,  &c. 

do  50,703 

Groceries,  lbs.  2,147,347 

blooms, 

do  110,833 

Hemp,  do 

29,084 

Leather, 

do  155,187 

Hides,  do 

49,663 

Merchandise  do  377,153 

Cars  cleared, 

2,595 

Sickness  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.  A most  desolating 
pestilence  prevailed  at  Knoxville  on  the  5th  inst.,  in 
consequence  of  which,  the  mayor  of  that  city  issued 
the  following  proclamation: 

PROCLAMATION. 

Mayor’s  office,  Knoxville,  Sept.  4l7i,  1S33. 

Whereas,  in  times  of  general  calamity  and  distress, 
it  becomes  a Christian  community  to  humble  itself  be- 
fore the  mighty  God: 

And  whereas,  it  has  pleased  the  Disposer  of  events 
to  visit  our  beloved  city  with  the  “pestilence  that  walk- 
eth  in  darkness,  and  a destruction  that  wasteth  at 
noon-day;” 

In  conformity,  therefore,  with  a commendable  Chris- 
tian usage,  and  with  the  order  of  the  board  of  aider- 
man,  I have  seen  proper  to  designate  next  FRIDA  Y, 
the  7tb  instant,  as  a day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and 
prayer;  and  I do  respectfully  request  the  reverend  cler- 
gy of  all  denominations  to  convene  their  congregations 
on  that  day,  and  adapt  the  exercises  of  worship  to  the 
present  distress  of  our  city.  I also  request  on  that  day, 
our  citizens  generally  should  abstain,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, from  their  ordinary  pursuits — that  they  tshould 
humble  themselves  before  the  Almighty,  and  ask  that 
his  anger  may  graciously  be  averted  from  us,  and  that 
he  would  take  this  city  hereafter  under  his  blessing 
and  protection,  knowing  that  in  vain  is  a city  guarded, 
unless  it  be  one  whose  Keeper  is  the  Lord. 

W.  B.  A.  Ramsey,  mayor. 

The  naval  force  of  France.  France  has  11  ships 
of  the  line,  first  class,  126  guns  each;  23  of  second 
class,  86  guns  each;  23  third  class,  82  guns  each.  This 
forms  a total  of  57  ships,  nearly  every  one  of  them 
built  since  1818.  Besides  this,  France  has  40  frigates, 
first  class,  each  of  60  thirty-six  pounders;  10  frigates, 
each  of  46  thirty-six  pounders;  15  frigates,  third  class, 
each  of  32  guns;  10  frigates,  fourth  class,  of  26  guns; 
24  corvette-',  each  from  20  to  32  guns;  16  gun  brigs; 
27  steamers,  the  majority  of  160  horse  power,  and  each 
of  them  well  armed.  In  her  arsenals  there  are  nearly 
3,000  guns  and  carronades  for  the  naval  service,  enough 
to  fit  out  51  ships  of  the  line,  20  frigates,  and  20  cor- 
vettes. Every  ship  of  the  line  is  provided  with  four 
howitzer  cannon,  80  pounders,  called  a la  Paixhans. — 
Every  frigate  of  the  first  class  is  to  have  two  of  80; 
steamboats  of  160  horse  power,  three  of  80;  frigates  of 
the  second  and  third  classes,  sloops  and  brigs,  four  of 
80.  All  the  vessels  above  enumerated  are,  we  are  as- 
sured by  one  perfectly  competent  to  form  a judgment, 
fit  for  immediate  service,  and  may  be  set  afloat,  fully 
manned  and  equipped,  in  six  weeks. 

Trade  with  Hayti.  The  new  tariff  of  Hayti,  which 
took  effect  on  the  15th  of  August,  reduces  the  duties 
upon  foreign  imports  about  one-fourth.  Any  benefit 
which  might  be  expected  to  be  derived  to  our  trade 
from  this  reduction,  is  defeated  by  the  fact,  that  goods 
fiom  the  United  States  are  now  charged  with  duties 
ten  per  cent,  higher  than  importations  from  any  other 
country.  This  is  in  consequence  of  our  refusal  to  ac- 
knowledge the  independence  of  Hayti,  or  to  establish  I 


any  commercial  relations  with  her.  By  an  article  late- 
ly published  in  the  N.  Y.  American,  it  appears  that 
o’ur  trade  with  Hayti  has  been  regularly  diminishing 
for  a number  of  years  past,  till  it  is  reduced  from  up- 
wards of  two  millions  of  dollars  annually,  to  about  one 
million.  The  discriminating  duty  above  mentioned, 
will,  in  all  probability,  continue  to  produce  a constant 
diminution;  and  since  the  recent  treaty  with  France, 
the  trade  of  the  island  will  fall  mostly  into  the  hands  of 
the  French.  The  trade  of  Hayti  is  ten  times  as  valua- 
ble as  that  with  Muscat  or  Siam,  with  both  which  bar- 
barous powers  we  have  been  at  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pense of  making  a treaty.  Indeed  it  is  more  valuable 
than  the  trade  of  any  of  the  independent  American 
states,  with  the  exception  of  Mexico  and  Brazil. 

[Boston  Allas. 

Cherokee  emigration.  Athens,  Ten.  Sep.  5.  We  have 
been  informed  that  a second  detachment  of  Cherokees 
set  out  lor  the  west  on  last  Sunday.  The  emigration 
will  now  go  on  rapidly.  In  a few  weeks,  the  whole 
Cherokee  nation  east  will  be  on  their  way  to  the  west. 
We  have  observed  that  a correspondent  of  the  “West- 
ern Georgian,”  published  at  Rome,  Georgia,  has  ut- 
tered some  censures  upon  gen.  Scott,  and  represented 
John  Ross  as  being  unpopular,  and  states  that  great 
dissension  exists  among  the  Indians.  If  we  are  cor- 
rectly informed — and  we  think  we  are — these  censures 
of  gen.  Scott  are  wholly  gratuitous,  and  the  story  of 
John  Ross’  unpopularity  amongst  his  people  entirely 
false.  In  our  opinion,  gen.  Scott  is  entitled  to  great 
credit  for  the  correct  and  humane  course  he  has  pur- 
sued; and  we  are  sure  that  a more  popular  man  with 
his  own  people  does  not  live  than  John  Ross.  There 
is,  to  be  sure,  some  opposition  to  Mr.  Ross  bv  the  Ridge 
party,  but  it  is  of  no  great  consequence.  The  Ridge 
party  are  pretty  nearly  all  gone.  The  few  that  now 
remain  cannot  produce  much  excitement. — Journal. 

Affair  between  the  Sioux  and  Chifpewas.  To 
the  editors  of  the  St.  Louis  Republican: 

Fort  Snelling,  Aug.  18. 

^ Gentlemen:  On  the  2d  of  August,  after  dark,  six 
Chippewa  Indians  arrived  at  “Camp  Cold  Water”  near 
Fort  Snelling,  and  took  up  their  lodgings  at  Mr.  Quin’s 
during  the  night.  Early  the  next  morning  the  Sioux 
collected  about  the  house  to  the  number  of  some  30  or 
40,  and  remained  during  the  day  offering  insults  to  the 
Chippewas.  About  sun-set,  tne  Sioux  commenced 
dispersing  from  public  view,  and  placing  themselves  in 
positions  to  keep  an  eye  upon  the  house.  The  Chip- 
pewas not  having  moved  out  during  the  day,  and  con- 
cluding that  the  Sioux  had  dispersed,  ventured  to  walk 
out.  Three  of  them  started  out,  but  one  with  a gun; 
they  visited  another  residence  at  a short  distance,  and, 
on  returning,  the  Sioux  from  an  ambush  fired  on  and 
killed  one,  and  wounded  slightly  a second.  The  Chip- 
pewa with  a gun  shot  a Sioux  in  the  act  of  scalping  his 
comrade,  and  it  is  supposed  mortally  wounded  him. — 
The  time  occupied  in  the  attack  and  retreat  did  not 
appear  to  consume  two  minutes.  The  agent  arrived 
at  the  moment  of  difficulty — but  five  minutes  sooner, 
and  the  unfortunate  rencontre  would  not  have  trans- 
pired. The  Chippewas  were  taken  into  the  fort  by  a 
military  guard,  and  the  commanding  officer  (major 
Plympton)  demanding  the  aggressors  in  the  case  of 
the  Sioux,  the  agent,  after  a meeting  of  the  chiefs,  de- 
livered up  two  young  men  who  were  confined  in  the 
fort,  and  finally  punished  satisfactorily  to  the  public 
authorities  by  their  own  chiefs,  for  their  own  transgres- 
sions on  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  post.  Con- 
fidence has  been  restored,  and  the  country  is  quiet. 
A short  story  is  better  told  than  a long  one.  So  you 
have  the  foregoing  from  an  Eye  Witness. 

Col.  Harney’s  expedition.  Capt.  Mickler,  whose 
company  composed  a part  of  col.  Harney’s  expedition 
to  the  Withlacoochee,  returned  to  this  city  on  Friday 
evening  last,  from  a scout  of  sixteen  days.  The  troops 
scoured  the  country  from  Palatka  westward  to  the 
Suwannee,  which  they  struck  at  Fort  Fanning,  and 
thence  southerly  to  the  Vacassat  a swamp.  No  Indians 
were  seen,  and  but  two  or  three  tracks  were  discover- 
ed. A small  corn  field  of  three  or  four  acres,  and  an 
Indian  village  were  destroyed. 

Two  trails  were  crossed  evidently  leading  towards 
the  Okefenoke  swamp.  The  troops  generally  have  en- 
joyed good  health. 

Col.  Harney,  we  learn,  has  issued  a very  complimen- 
tary order  to  capt.  Mickler,  and  the  troops  under  his 
command,  in  which  he  directs  them  to  resume  their 
posts  at  Fort  Hanson.  [57.  Augustine  Herald,  \%th  inst. 

Interesting  case.  From  the  Baltimore  Sun.  A case 
of  considerable  interest  to  farmers,  and  indeed  to  many 
of  our  own  citizens  who  keep  cows,  came  before  the 
Baltimore  county  court,  sitting  as  a court  to  try  appeals 
from  the  decisions  of  magistrates.  The  cause  referred 
to  was  decided  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  instant,  judges 
Archer  and  Purviance  being  on  the  bench.  The  facts 
of  the  case  were  as  follows:  S.  Wilkinson,  a gentle- 
man who  lives  near  the  city,  and  whose  cows,  in  com- 
mon with  others,  occasionally  graze  on  the  commons 
near  the  railroad,  brought  an  action,  before  a magis- 
trate, against  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Balti- 
more Railroad  company,  for  the  recovery  of  the  value 
of  a fine  cow,  which  had  been  run  over  by  the  locomo- 
tive engine  and  killed.  The  magistrate  gave  judgment 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Wilkinson,  and  the  railroad  company 
I appealed.  Upon  the  trial  of  appeal,  it  was  in  testimony 
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on  behalf  of  the  railroad  company,  that  the  engineer 
having  charge  of  the  locomotive  observed  the  cow  when 
at  about  the  distance  of  a quarter  of  a mile — that  he 
immediately  rang  the  bell,  occasioned  the  breaks  of  all 
the  cars  to  be  put  down,  made  use  of  the  steam  whistle, 
and  took  such  other  precautions  as  are  usually  resorted 
to,  to  drive  the  cow  off  the  track — that,  notwithstand- 
ing this,  the  cow,  instead  of  leaving  the  track,  kept  on 
it,  and  approached  directly  towards  the  engine;  incon- 
sequence of  which,  she  was  run  over  and  killed.  It 
further  appeared,  thai,  on  the  part  of  the  road  where 
the  occurrence  took  place,  there  was  on  one  side  a steep 
embankment,  upon  which  the  cow  could  not  easily 
have  mounted,  and  on  the  other  side  a declivity,  down 
which  she  could  not  easily  have  gone;  two  other  cows, 
however,  in  company  with  her,  made  their  escape,  it 
was  also  admitted  by  the  witness,  who  was  the  engi- 
neer having  control  of  the  locomotive,  that,  owing  to 
the  green  or  wet  wood,  the  steam  was  low  upon  the 
morning  of  the  accident,  and  that,  if  the  steam  had 
been  as  high  as  usual,  he  might  have  been  able  to  have 
reversed  within  the  space  of  one  hundred  yards,  and 
thus  have  prevented  what  followed.  As  it  was,  every 
effort  had  been  made  without  success — efforts  which, 
in  other  instances,  had  driven  cattle  from  the  road,  al- 
though upon  some  occasions  it  was  found  necessary  to 
stop  the  engine,  get  down  and  drive  cattle  off.  The 
court,  in  summing  up,  took  occasion  to  say,  that  no 
proof  of  negligence  had  appeared  on  the  part  of  the 
engineer;  that,  on  the  contrary,  from  all  the  circum- 
stances, it  was  evident  that  the  engineer,  in  behalf  of 
his  own  life  and  the  safety  of  the  train  committed  to  his 
charge,  had  every  inducement  to  prevent  such  an  acci- 
dent as  had  occured;  that,  unless  negligence  could  be 
shown,  no  recovery  could  be  had  in  a case  of  the  kind. 
The  judgment  of  the  magistrate  was  therefore  reversed, 
and  Mr.  Wilkinson  obliged  to  bear  his  loss.  We  have 
thought  it  proper  to  give  this  decision  a prominent  place, 
inasmuch  as  it  has  heretofore  been  confidently  believed 
that  the  railroad  companies  were  liable  for  all  da- 
mages occasioned  by  their  locomotives  or  cars.  In 
this  case,  C.  F.  Mayer  and  W.  A.  Patterson,  esqs.,  ap- 
peared as  counsel  for  the  company,  and  W.  H.  Col- 
fins,  esq.,  for  Mr.  Wilkinson. 

Turkish  devotion.  Our  most  celebrated  American 
traveller,  Stevens,  author  of  ‘"Incidents  of  Travel  in 
Egypt,  Arabia,  and  the  Holy  Land,”  and  who  is  not 
only  the  cleverest  writer,  but  most  edifying  acquaint- 
ance and  companion  of  the  day,  has  published  two 
more  volumes,  embracing  prospects  of  Greece,  Turkey, 
Russia,  and  Poland.  Inlending  to  address  ourselves  "to 
these  erelong,  in  the  way  of  review,  we  otter  in  antici- 
pation the  following  sketch  of  a Turk’s  devotion  at 
Foggi,  a port  in  Asia  Minor.  Afier  surveying  the  town, 
and  a burying  ground  in  its  suburbs,  our  author  ob- 
serves: ‘ Towards  evening  vve  returned  to  the  harbor. 
I withdrew  from  my  companion,  and  leaning  against 
one  of  the  gates  of  the  city,  fixed  my  eyes  upon  the 
door  of  a minaret,  watching  till  the  muezzin  should  ap- 
pear, and,  for  the  last  time  before  the  setting  of  the  sun, 
call  all  good  Mussulmans  to  prayer.  The  door  opens 
towards  Mecca,  and,  a little  before  dark,  the  muezzin 
came  out,  and,  leaning  over  the  railing  with  his  lace 
toward  the  tomb  of  the  prophet,  in  a voice,  every  tone 
of  which  fell  distinctly  upon  my  ear,  made  that  solemn 
call  which,  from  the  time  of  Mohammed,  has  been  ad- 
dressed five  times  a day  from  the  tops  of  the  minarets 
to  the  sons  of  the  faithful.  Allah!  Allah!  God  is  God, 
and  Mohammed  is  his  prophet.  To  prayer!  to  prayer!’ 
Immediately  an  old  Turk  by  my  side  fell  upon  his 
knees,  with  his  face  to  the  tomb  of  the  prophet;  ten 
times,  in  quick  succession,  he  bowed  his  forehead  till  it 
tiuchedthe  earth;  then  clasped  his  hands  and  prayed. 
I never  saw  more  rapt  devotion  than  in  this  pious  old 
Mussulman.  I have  often  marked  in  Italy  the  severe 
observance  of  religious  ceremonies;  I have  seen,  for 
instance,  at  Rome,  fifty’  penitents  at  a time  mounting 
on  their  knees,  and  kissing,  as  they  mounted,  the  steps 
of  the  Scala  Santa,  or  holy  staircase,  by  which,  as  the 
priests  tell  them,  our  Saviour  ascended  into  the  pre- 
sence of  Pontius  Pilate.  I have  seen  the  Greek  pros- 
trate himself  before  a picture  until  he  was  physically 
exhausted;  and  I have  seen  the  humble  pious  Christian 
at  his  prayers,  beneath  the  simple  fanes  and  belore 
the  peaceful  altars  of  my  own  land:  but  I never 
saw  tiiat  perfect  abandonment  with  which  a Turk 
gives  himself  up  to  his  God  in  prayer.  He  is  perfectly 
abstracted  from  the  things  of  this  world;  he  does  not 
regard  time  or  place;  in  his  closet  or  in  the  street,  alone 
Or  in  a crowd,  he  sees  nothing,  he  hears  nothing;  the 
world  is  a blank;  his  God  is  every  thing.  He  is  lost  in 
the  intensity  of  his  devotion.  It  is  a spectacle  almost 
sublime,  and  for  the  moment  you  forget  the  polluted 
fountain  of  his  religion,  and  the  thousand  crimes  it 
sanctions,  in  your  admiration  ofhis  sincerity  and  faith.” 
What  a rebuke  is  contained  in  these  simple  descrip- 
tions of  a Turk’s  devotion,  to  the  negligent  ostentation 
with  which  the  tenets  of  believers  are  too  often  marked 
}n  boasted  Christendom!  [ Philad . Gaz. 

Arabian  horses.  Translated  from  Lamartine  far 
the  Boston  Allas,  One  must  see  the  stable  of  Damas- 
cus, or  those  of  the  emir  Beschir,  to  have  a correct 
idea  of  an  Arabian  horse-  This  superb  and  graceful 
animal  loses  his  beauty,  fiis  gentleness  and  his  pictu- 
resque figure,  when  Jie  is  taken  from  his  native  and  ac- 
customed habits,  and  brought  to  oqr  pold  climate,  and 
the  shade  and  solitude  of  our  stables.  He  ipust  be  seen 
at  the  door  of  the  tent  of  the  Arab  of  the  desert,  his 
fiead  between  his  legs,  tossing  his  long  black  mane,  apd 


brushing  his  sides,  shining  like  copper  or  silver,  with 
his  long  tail,  whose  extremity  is  always  tinged  with 
henna:  he  must  be  seen  decked  with  brilliant  housings 
trimmed  with  gold  and  embroidered  with  pearls,  his 
head  covered  with  a net  of  blue  or  red  silk,  woven 
with  gold  or  silver,  and  edged  with  tinkling  points 
which  fall  from  his  forehead  over  his  nostrils,  and  with 
which  he  conceals  or  shows,  at  each  movement  of  his 
neck,  his  fiery,  large  and  intelligent  eye-ball:  he  must 
be  seen,  above  all,  in  numbers  of  two  or  three  hundred, 
some  lying  in  the  dust  of  the  court,  others  fettered  by 
iron  rings  and  fastened  to  long  cords  which  cross  these 
courts,  others  free  upon  the  sands  and  leaping  with 
one  bound  over  the  rows  of  camels  which  stand  in 
their  path:  some  held  by  young  black  slaves,  clothed 
in  scarlet  vests,  the  horses  affectionately  putting  their 
heads  upon  the  shoulders  of  these  children;  and  some 
playing  together  as  free  and  unconfined  as  the  wild 
colts  of  a prairie,  standing  around,  rubbing  their  heads 
tqgether,  or  mutually  licking  each  other’s  shining  and 
silvery  hair;  all  looking  at  us  with  an  uneasy  and  cu- 
rious scrutiny  on  account  of  our  European  dress  and 
strange  language,  but  soon  becoming  familiar,  and 
coming  gently,  holding  out  their  necks  for  us  to  stroke. 
The  restless  expression  of  the  physiognomy  of  these 
horses,  is  perfectly  incredible,  till  one  has  seen  it  for 
himself.  All  their  feelings  are  expressed  in  their  eyes 
and  in  the  nervous  movement  of  their  mouths  and  nos- 
trils as  distinctly  and  expressively  as  upon  the  counte- 
nance of  a child. 

When  we  approached  them  for  the  first  time,  they 
exhibited  as  much  dislike  and  cur.osity  as  a man  would 
feel  at  the  sight  of  an  unexpected  and  disagreeable  ob- 
ject. Our  language  especially  astonished  them,  and 
their  ears,  pricked  up  and  bent  backward,  or  thrown 
forward,  showed  their  surprise  and  uneasiness.  I ad- 
mired especially  several  valuable  mares  reserved  for 
the  emir  himself.  I offered,  by  my  interpreter,  10,000 
piasters  for  one  of  the  handsomest;  but  an  Arab  would 
not  sell  at  any  price  a mare  of  the  best  breed:  I there- 
fore was  unsuccessful. 

The  strangers’  fever  in  Charleston.  The  “i Mer- 
cury" of  the  13th  inst.  says — We  have  been  at  some 
little  pains,  for  the  satisfaction  of  our  readers,  to  examine 
the  reports  of  the  board  of  health,  published  during  the 
prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever  in  this  city,  in  the  years 
1817,  1819  and  1824,  and  during  the  present  season — 
from  which  it  would  appear  that  more  deaths  have  oc- 
curred, this  season,  up  tu  the  date  of  the  last  report,  than 
at  the  same  period  of  either  of  the  years  above  mention- 
ed, with  the  exception  of  1817,  during  which  year,  up 
to  the  14th  September,  144  deaths  were  reported;  the 
present  season,  up  to  the  9th  of  the  same  month,  111, 
but  the  number  of  deaths  during  the  last  four  days, 
would  augment  that  amount  to  very  nearly  the  same 
as  was  reported  on  the  loth  Sept.  1817;  and  when  we 
take  into  consideration  the  number  of  persons  now  m 
the  city  who  are  liable  to  its  attacks,  and  the  recent  un- 
favorable weather,  we  greatly  fear  the  malady  has  not 
yet  half  run  its  course. 

In  1817,  there  had  died  by  the  14th  Sept.  144 

In  1819,  “ “ “ 15th  “ 105 

In  1824,  “ “ “ 12th  “ <53 

In  1833.  “ “ “ 9th  “ 111 

In  1817,  it  commenced  27th  July,  ended  12th  Oct. 

In  1H19,  “ 8 ;h  Aug.  “ 20th  Oct. 

In  1824,  “ 8 h “ “ 20th  Nov. 

And  the  present  year,  its  first  appearance  was  announc- 
ed on  the  5:li  Aug.  under  the  head  of  “fever.’’ 

It  further  appears,  by  a reference  to  the  published  re- 
ports of  the  board  of  health  that  the  progress  of  the  dis- 
ease has  always  been  conspicuously  fatal  in  the  months 
of  September.  The  following  is  a synopsis  of  the  week- 
ly reports  for  that  month: 

1817  1819  1824  1833 

Sept.  7,  26  I Sept.  8,  20  I Sept.  5,  16  I Sept.  2,  42 

“ 14,  36  | “ 15,  30  | “ 12,  21  “ 9,  41 

“ 21,  35  I “ 22,  37  I “ 19,  47  | 

“ 23,  43  I “ 29,  10  | “ 26,  32  | 

Sale  of  lands  in  Louisiana.  The  New  Orleans 
Courier  of  the  13th  instant  states  that  in  a few  weeks 
the  United  States  government  will  offer  for  sale  a large 
number  of  tracts  of'  land  within  the  boundaries  of 
Louisiana,  including  a variety  of  qualities,  from  the 
rich  alluvial  soil  to  sandy  pine  ranges.  The  difficulty 
which  will  be  experienced  in  selling  the  best  of  these 
lands  is  their  reputation  for  insalubrity.  On  this  ac- 
count the  editor  desires  to  efface  such  an  opinion  by’  a 
statement  of  facts  which  has  come  under  his  own 
knowledge,  and  he  therefore  cites  instances  of  both  for- 
eigners and  natives  still  living,  who  for  thirty  years  have 
followed  a business  that  have  compelled  them  to  under- 
go great  hardships  and  exposed  them  constantly  to 
what  are  called  the  dangerous  miasmas  of  that  coun- 
try. It  is  mentioned  that  a native  of  the  Canary  islands 
lately  died  in  Louisiana  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and 
four  years,  who  had  resided  in  that  state  more  than 
sixty  years.  Englishmen  and  Scotchmen  are  also  said 
to  be  living  near  New  Orleans  who  settled  in  West  Flori- 
da fifty-five  years  ago.  On  some  of  the  Red  river 
lands  offered  for  sale,  as  much  cotton  can  be  made  by 
one  hand  as  on  the  most  fertile  lands  in  Texas,  or  as 
much  corn  as  in  Missouri,  and  the  facilities  for  getting 
produce  to  market  are  such  as  greatly  to  enhance  the 
value  of  industry.  On  the  whole  the  editor  contends 
that  in  no  state  do  the  people  live  longer  than  they  do 
in  Louisiana,  “provided  they  live  temperately  and  take 
exercise,’’  which  after  all  is  perhaps  the  great  secret  for 
attuning  longevity  any  where,  [Balt,  American . 


Superior  court,  September  11.  Before  chief  justice 
Jones.  Jacob  Adams  vs.  Joseph  Lawrence.  This 
was  an  action  of  assumpsit  for  money  lent  and  advan- 
ced by  the  plaintiff' to  'he  defendant,  and  at  his  request, 
in  the  month  of  April,  1827. 

It  appeared  that  at  the  time  the  cause  of  action  was 
said  to  have  opeurred,  the  defendant  was  doing  busi- 
ness at  Baltimore,  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  and  that 
the  plaintiff,  then  residing  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
had  on  the  application  of  the  defendant,  remitted  to 
him  the  sum  of  S600,  as  a loan. 

On  the  part  of  the  defendant  the  following  point  of 
law  was  raised,  viz:  that  the  cause  of  action  did  not 
accrue  at  Baltimore,  but  in  the  city  ol  New  York;  also, 
that  the  defendant  being  an  imprisoned  debtor  in  the 
state  of  Maryland,  on  the  13th  day  of  September, 
1828,  had  applied  for  and  obtained  his  discharge,  which 
discharge  would  be  a bar  to  this  action,  if  it  accrued 
in  Baltimore. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  court,  and  with  the  con- 
sent of  both  parties,  the  jury  gave  a verdict  for  the 
plaintiff' for  ©1000  debt  and  interest,  subject  to  the  opin- 
ion of  the  court  on  the  point  of  law.  [IV.  Y.  Times. 


Abolition  of  slavery  in  Trinidad  Trinidad,  1th 
Aug.  1838.  “On  the  25th  July,  the  governor  and 
council  declared  all  the  negroes  free  on  the  1st  August; 
a measure  which  seems  to  have  been  dictated  more  by 
necessity  that  any  other  feeling;  and  1 am  confident 
that  had  it  not  been  done,  we  should  all  have  our  ‘red 
coats’  on  this  day.  Many  of  the  negroes  have  declar- 
ed that  they  would  not  have  worked  after  the  1st,  nor 
would  they  have  allowed  themselves  to  be  forced  to  do 
so — meaning  that  their  resistance  would  have  been  no 
longer  passive  but  active;  as  it  is,  every  thing  has  gone 
on  smoothly,  most  of  the  proprietors  of  estates  have 
agreed  to  hire  their  former  apprentices  at  about  3 bitts 
per  working  day,  (or  rather  lor  a certain  quantity  of 
work,  called  a task  or  „ay’s  work,  though  they  some- 
times get  through  1 1-2  and  even  2 tasks  per  day,)  with 
their  usual  allowance  of  salt  fish,  &c.  On  some  estates 
however,  they  have  refused  to  come  into  these  terms, 
and  requre  5 bitts  per  day,  which  had  been  paid  in  a 
few  isolated  instances  during  the  apprenticeship  sys- 
tem, for  free  labor,  where  there  was  not  a sufficiency 
of  apprentices  to  cultivate  the  estate;  but  the  esta  es  can 
never  afford  to  pay  it  for  an  entire  gang.  I have  little 
doubt  but  that  we  shall  have  plenty  of  laborers  over 
from  the  old  islands,  w here  there  is  a redundant  popu- 
lation.” 


Yankee  shrewdness.  Coming  it  over  the  fifteen  gal- 
lon law.  We  understand  that  previous  to  the  division 
muster  at  Dedham,  yesterday,  a shrewd  one  hit  upon 
the  following  novel  expedient  to  evade  the  license  law. 
He  made  application  to  the  selectmen  for  a license  to 
exhibit  a striped  pig  during  the  parade  day,  which  was 
granted.  He  accordingly  procured  a pig,  and  with  a 
brush  painted  some  stripes  on  his  back,  and  yesterday 
morning  he  had  a tent  erected  on  the  field,  with  due 
notice  on  the  exterior,  that  a striped  pig  was  to  be  seen 
within,  price  of  admission  six  and  a quarter  cents.  — 
The  rate  being  so  low,  numerous  visitors  were  induced 
to  call  upon  his  swinish  majesty,  and  every  one,  in 
coming  out,  appeared  highly  gratified  with  the  kind 
and  courteous  reception  he  met  with  from  the  keeper 
of  the  remarkable  pig,  for  each  comer  was  treated  to  a 
glass  of  brandy  and  water  or  gin,  or  whatever  liquor 
he  might  prefer,  without  any  extra  charge.  Some  were 
so  well  pleased  that  they  were  induced  to  take  a second 
look  at  the  animal,  and  were  as  kindly  and  liberally 
treated  as  at  their  first  visit.  At  the  last  accounts  the 
exhibitor  was  driving  a brisk  business,  and  was  likely 
to  make  a profitable  day’s  job  in  exhibiting  his  “ striped 
■pig.'’  [Boston  Gaz. 


Luck  of  fatalism.  At  Tunis,  by  permission,  we 
visited  the  powder  manufactory:  it  so  happened  that  it 
took  place  after  our  having  been  presented  to  the  bey; 
so  that  we  were  in  uniform,  and,  to  make  the  matter 
worse,  cavalry  uniform.  On  entering  the  manufacture, 
we  were  rather  surprised  at  finding  part  of  the  guards 
quietly  enjoying  their  pipes  under  the  archway,  within 
a few  yards  only  of  many  hundred  weight  of  powder 
drying  on  frames.  One  spark,  carried  by  a sudden 
gust  of  wind,  would  have  sent  them,  us,  and  the  fabric. 
Heaven  knows  where.  This  is  not  all.  We  went 
through  the  place  with  our  sabres  on,  not  to  name  spurs. 
Some  of  the  mules,  too,  working  at  the  mills,  were 
shod;  and  very  little  attention  seemed  to  be  paid  as  to 
whether  or  not  there  were  flints  on  the  ground.  And 
yet,  who  ever  heard  of  the  explosion  of  a Turkish 
powder  mill?  At  Tunis,  at  least,  the  thing  was  never 
dreamt  of  as  probable  or  possible,  and,  I was  informed, 
never  had,  in  the  memory  of  the  inhabitants,  occurred. 
Go  into  an  English  store-room,  and  behold  list  shoes, 
&c.  And  yet,  where  has  Durtford,  &c.,  been  more 
than  once? 


THE  ARMY. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  7. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  Detroit,  Sept.  8,  1833. 

1.  Officers  authorised  to  enlist  men  fur  the  army  of 
the  United  States  will  be  particular  not  to  enlist  de- 
serters from  any  service  whatever,  especially  from  the 
British  army  in  Canada. 

2.  Officers  commanding  on  the  frontier  will  not  al- 
low non-commissioned  officers  or  soldiers  to  pass  into 
Canada,  nor  will  they  allow  any  British  deserters  to 
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come  into  the  forts,  barracks  or  camps  of  the  United 
States. 

By  command  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  general 
command  ing-in-chief, 

A.  S.  MACOMB,  A.  D.  C.ass’l  adj't  gen. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  37. 

War  dejtarlment,  adjutant  general's  office, 
Washington,  Sept.  17,  1838. 

The  4th  regiment  of  artillery,  now  in  the  harbor  of 
New  York,  will  embark  at  Fort  Columbus  for  the  army 
in  Florida,  in  time  to  reach  Garey’s  ferry,  on  the  10th 
of  October.  Three  companies  of  the  1st  artillery,  to  be 
designated  by  the  colonel  and  the  major  ot  the  regi- 
ment, will  proceed  without  delay  to  Hancock  barracks, 
Maine,  and  relieve  companies  C and  E ot  the  2d  infant- 
ry, which,  with  companies  B and  I of  the  same  regiment, 
will  concentrate  at  Fort  Columbus,  with  as  tittle  delay 

as  practicable,  and  immediately  thereafter,  under  the 
command  of  the  lieut.  colonel,  proceed  to  join  the  Flo- 
rida army,  via  Garcy’s  ferry. 

The  movements  above  ordered  will  be  promptly  exe- 
cuted, under  the  directions  of  the  respective  command- 
ing officers,  and  the  necessary  transport  will  be  fur- 
nished by  the  quartermaster’s  department. 

By  order: 

ROGER  JONES,  adj'tgen. 


LATER  FROM  EUROPE. 

From  the  New  York  Express. 

The  packet  ship  Wellington  is  in,  with  London 
dates  to  August  13.  We  are  indebted  to  captain 
Chadwick  lor  late  papers. 

The  cotton  market  had  improved,  and  American 
qualities  below'  fair  had  advanced  an  l-8d.  The 
business  of  the  week  ending  August  11,  was  large. 

The  trade  of  the  British  manufacturing  districts 
continues  to  improve,  in  consequence  chiefly  of  or- 
ders from  the  United  States. 

The  price  of  grain  keeps  up  in  England.  There 
is  a strong  talk  of  heavy  importations  of  grain  to 
serve  the  wants  of  the  trade  before  the  new  crops 
come  in.  There  is  a slight  advance  of  6d.  to  a Is. 
per  70  lbs. 

Gen.  Hamilton  of  South  Carolina  has  negotiated 
the  South  Carolina  loan,  with  a highly  respectable 
mercantile  house  in  London. 

Mr.  Muhlenburg,  the  United  States  minister,  ar- 
rived at  Vienna  towards  the  latter  end  of  July.  It 
was  believed  that  the  new  ambassador  would  have 
his  solemn  audience  of  the  emperor,  to  deliver  his 
credentials,  before  the  departure  of  the  court  for 
Milan. 

The  French  journals  begin  to  complain  that  the 
blockade  of  Mexico  seems  to  promise  to  be  vain 
and  eternal.  Another  vessel  has  been  sent  out,  but 
this  may  not  be  sufficient  to  capture  Ulloa.  The 
Cuirassieur  has  just  arrived  at  Brest  from  the  coast 
of  Mexico. 

The  most  remarkable  item  of  news  is  a new 
Canada  bill  introduced  by  lord  Brougham,  which 
in  fact  goes  to  annul  the  ordinances  of  lord  Dur- 
ham. The  second  reading  was  carried,  ayes  54, 
noes  36.  Lord  Melbourne  after  this  said,  he  had 
come  to  the  decision  of  advising  her  majesty’s  ministers 
to  disallow  the  ordinances.  This  strikes  dead  al- 
most all  lord  Dunham  has  done  in  Canada,  particu- 
larly his  course  toward  state  criminals. 

THE  BRITISH  GRAIN  MARKET. 

As  even  our  American  eyes  continue  fixed  upon 
the  crops  of  the  old  world,  every  fact  becomes  of 
importance;  but  in  the  conflicting  statements,  it  is 
difficult  to  judge  what  facts  are.  A writer  in  the 
Morning  Chronicle  represents  “The  new  crop  of 
wheat,  m every  quarter,  to  be  deficient,  more  or 
less;  and  in  some  districts  of  Wales  and  Scotland 
so  very  backward  that  it  probably  will  not  be  reap- 
ed at  all.”  “Why,”  he  exclaims,  “the  crop  of  last 
year  is  now  so  nearly  exhausted  that,  before  four- 
teen days  are  over,  there  will  be  duty  paid  in  many 
ports  of  the  western  district  of  the  country  from 
sheer  necessity  to  keep  the  mills  going;  and,  in  all 
probability,  before  the  new  crop  is  harvested  in  the 
south  part  of  the  kingdom  all  the  bonded  corn  in 
the  United  Kingdon  will  be  consumed.  ’ “We 
have  not  secured,”  he  adds,  “more  than  400,000 
quarters  of  wheat  on  the  continent,  which  with  our 
bonded  stock,  will  make  up  about  one  million  of 
quarters,  a quantity  which  would  not  keep  England 
for  one  month.”  He  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  if 
the  harvest  be  delayed  one  month  longer,  there  will 
be  a partial  famine  in  many  districts  of  England, 
Ireland,  and  Scotland. 

Per  contra  to  all  this,  another  writer  in  another 
paper  says,  “The  wheat  crop  in  this  county,  and  in 
indeed  in  the  whole  south  and  west  of  England, 
never  looked  cleaner  or  better.  It  is  true  that  from 
the  heavy  effects  of  the  late  severe  winter,  it  is 
thinner  than  could  have  been  wished  for;  but  then 
the  straw  is  abundantly  fine  and  from  the  extraor- 
dinary improvement  in  its  appearance  and  growth 
arising  from  the  very  genial  weather  of  the  past 
three  months,  it  is  anticipated  that  it  will  yield  an 


average  crop,  within  a sixteenth;  or  that  the  total 
deficiency  for  all  England  will  be  about  three  mil- 
lions of  quarters.  To  meet  this,  we  have  600,000 
quarters  of  foreign  wheat  in  bond.  The  whole  of 
which  from  the  lessened  import  duty,  now  16s.  8d. 
will  be  brought  into  home  consumption;  and  more 
than  this,  throughout  the  country,  the  crops  of  bar- 
ley and  oats  were  never  exceeded;  and  as  the  prices 
of  these  must  be  materially  reduced,  such  deduc- 
tion will  greatly  lessen  the  consumption  of  wheat 
corn.  Large  importations  of  foreign  wheat  are 
also  on  order,  and  in  expectation  ,of  early  deliv- 
ery; the  whole  of  which  will  come  into  use,  as  the 
duty  will  yet  decline,  ow'ing  to  the  late  high  priced 
averages  of  the  aggregate  markets.  Accounts  from 
• all  quarters  concur  in  representing  the  crops  of  po- 
tatoes to  be  abundant.” 

From  statements  so  conflicting,  we  must  guess 
at  the  truth.  We  see  that  duty  on  foreign  wheat 
is  falling,  and  with  a prospect  of  but  Is.  per  quarter 
duty.  There  is  an  advance  in  the  Liverpool  mar- 
ket of  6d.  to  Is.  per  70  lbs.  All  this  indicates 
scarcity;  but  this  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  late 
harvest,  and  the  small  stock  on  hand,  which  is  un- 
doubtedly very  light, — as  light  as  it  is  in  this  coun- 
try. Wheat  bonded  has  advanced  from  Is.  to  Is. 
9d.  Flour  has  advanced  6s.  per  barrel.  United 
States  sour  flour  brings  40s. 

The  opposers  of  the  corn  laws  in  England  are 
taking  this  opportunity  to  press  their  opposition. 
It  is  an  undoubted  fact,  they  argue,  that  the  ten- 
dency of  the  present  corn  laws  is  to  discourage  the 
growth  of  wheat  on  the  continent.  For  several 
years  they  say  the  price  of  wheat  in  Dantzic  has 
been  as  low  as  25s.  and  in  Rostock,  Wismar,  Keil, 
and  many  other  lower  Baltic  ports,  the  very  finest 
red  wheat  was  periodically  as  low  as  18s.  to  20s. 
per  quarter.  Lands  thus,  they  add,  went  out  of 
wheat  cultivation  to  a great  extent  in  Mecklen- 
burg, Holstein  and  Denmark;  still  there  was  a 
small  stock,  which,  insignificant  as  it  was,  pressed 
upon  the  foreign  markets  and  in  a great  measure, 
became  English  property,  having  been  purchased 
on  speculation  by  English  capitalists;  but  the 
quantity  was  very  insignificant  to  supply  a nation’s 
wants.  For  two  years,  too,  they  go  on  to  say,  the 
Americans  have  required  wffieat  from  Europe, 
and  have  taken  about  800,000  quarters,  for  which, 
on  the  average,  they  have  paid  about  28s.  per 
quarter,  and  thus  Jonathan  has  been  served  very 
cheap.  But  the  abstraction  has  now  become  a 
very  serious  evil  and  inconvenience.  The  holders 
were  certainly  very'  reluctant  to  part  with  their 
property,  but  in  the  face  of  34s.  per  quarter  duty, 
it  appeared  almost  the  only  vent  for  the  wheat,  and 
this  so  late  as  the  beginning  of  the  present  year. 
If  any  argument  were  required  to  show  the  evil 
tendency  of  the  corn  laws  it  is  this  very  fact,  they 
contend,  that  wheat  in  large  quantities  was  shipped 
in  de.speratipn  to  America  in  the  beginning  of  the 
present  year.  Thus,  it  is  inferred,  British  corn 
laws  threw  out  of  cultivaiion  wffieat  lands  on  the 
continent,  and  cause  exports  of  wheat  in  bond  to  the 
United  States. 

Important  as  to  the  Canadas.  Lord  Brougham 
has  introduced  a bill  into  the  house  of  lords,  legali- 
zing the  doings  as  far  as  possible,  of  lord  Durham,  and 
indemnifying  all  who  have  been  guilty  of  illegalities 
under  its  orders.  Lord  Durham  appears  to  have  got 
into  a scrape  with  the  lawyers,  and  not  only  lord 
Brougham  but  lord  Lyndhurst— and  the  lords  concur 
with  them — condemn  the  punishment  of  the  state 
prisoners  to  Bermuda  without  trial,  but  say  they 
cannot  be  kept  there  a moment.  Lyndhurst  says 
the  prisoners  have  a legal  remedy  not  only  against 
lord  Durham,  but  admiral  Paget  who  brought  them; 
and  the  expatriation  of  Papineau,  Brown  and 
O’Callaghan  without  trial, he  condemns  as  monstrous. 
He  says  they  can  go  back  when  they  please,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  ordinance.  A great  part  of  the  peers 
also  admitted  this.  Again  it  w'as  admitted  on  all 
sides,  even  by  the  ministry,  that  lord  Durham  had 
no  power  to  send  the  prisoners  to  Bermuda,  which 
was  not  in  his  jurisdiction. 

This  discussion  created  a good  deal  of  sensation 
in  London,  as  it  seemed  to  compel  the  ministry  to 
dismiss  lord  Durham,  or  in  sustaining  him,  to  be 
dismissed  themselves.  The  proceedings  of  the 
house,  the  da}- after  the  second  reading  of  Broug- 
ham’s bill,  were  therefore  looked  to  with  great  in- 
terest, but  before  the  order  of  the  day  was  agreed 
upon,  lord  Melbourne  rose  and  said — 

“He  thought  it  would  be  most  respectful  to  their 
lordships,  and  convenient  to  the  house,  at  once  to 
state  the  course  he  meant  to  pursue  in  the  committee 
on  this  bill.  Their  lordships  had  determined,  un- 
questionably very  contrary  to  his  feelings  and  wish- 
es, to  read  the  measures  a second  time;  and  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  express  the  very  deep  concern, 
the  great  anxiety  and  solicitude,  which  their  lord- 
ship’s determination  in  that  respect  had  created  in 


his  mind.  They  could  not  conceal  from  themselves 
— at  all  events,  it  was  his  duty  not  to  conceal  from 
them — that  great  interests  were  at  stake,  and  that 
consequences  the  most  serious  might  result  from  the 
course  which  their  lordships  had  taken  upon 
this  subject.  ****** 

He  could  not  help  thinking,  too,  that  the  course 
adopted  by  their  lordships  might  be  construed  into 
taking  a decided  part  and  making  a declaration  in 
favor  of  a particular  party  in  Canada — a party  w hich 
had  lately  excited  a rebellion  against  the  mother 
country,  and  which  was  undoubtedly  bent  on  the 
dismemberment  of  the  empire.  Their  lordships 
might  depend  on  it  such  would  be  the  practical  ef- 
fect of  their  conduct,  and  that  was  the  reason  why 
he  last  night  attempted  to  dissuade  them  from  giving 
a second  reading  to  this  bill.” 

His  lordship  then  entered  on  the  objections  which 
had  been  taken  to  the  deportation  to  the  Bermudas, 
and  to  that  part  of  the  ordinances  which  related  to 
the  persons  not  in  custody,  but  who  had  fled  from 
the  colony,  the  force  of  which  he  could  not  but  feel, 
while  it  was  obvious  that  the  threatened  punish- 
ment was  merely  held  out  in  tcirorem,  and  that  it 
was  intended  to  secure  the  colony  against  the  re- 
turn of  persons  whose  presence  in  it  must  necessa- 
rily have  been  felt  to  be  dangerous;  and  observed, 
that  though  he  would  have  been  better  contented 
if  their  lordships  had  m.t  interfered  with  this  last 
part  of  the  oidinances,  because  he  had  argued  on 
Thursday  night,  it  was  not  possible  to  believe  that 
there  must  not  have  been  some  particular  and 
sufficient  reasons  for  the  course  pursued  by  lord 
Durham;  yet  as  it  was  difficult  to  disallow  one  part 
of  the  ordinances,  which  was  clearly  unwarranted 
by  law,  without  disallowing  the  whole,  he  therefore 
begged  leave  to  say  that  they  had  come  to  the  deci- 
sion of  advising  her  majesty  to  disallow  the  ordinan- 
ces. 

[This  the  ministry  have  the  power  to  do  any  time 
within  two  years.] 

Some  discussion,  of  course,  followed  this  unlook- 
ed-for decision  of  the  cabinet,  and  the  bill  passed 
through  committee.  These  proceedings  have  doubt- 
less laid  the  foundation  for  fresh,  and,  in  all  proba- 
bility, still  more  serious  events  in  the  disturbed 
colonies  than  any  we  have  hitherto  seen. 

France  and  Switzerland.  The  note  which 
the  duke  de  Montibello  has  addressed  to  the  Swiss 
government,  demanding  the  expulsion  of  Louis 
Napoleon  Buonaparte  from  the  Swiss  territory,  has 
caused  a good  deal  of  excitement  in  Paris.  The 
ministerial  journals  demand  his  expulsion  on  the 
ground  that  the  Swiss  territory  ought  not  to  harbor 
a guest  who  was  plotting  against  a friendly  power. 
The  opposition  papers  insist  that  as  he  has  been  for 
twenty  years  an  inhabitant  of  Switzerland,  and  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  a citizen  of  the  canton,  the 
French  government  had  no  right  to  demand  his  ex- 
pulsion. 

The  affair  was  taken  up  in  the  Diet  on  the  5th, 
when  it  was  referred  to  the  canton  of  Thurgau  where 
Buonaparte  resides,  and  a commission  of  seven  mem- 
bers chose  to  act  as  intermediating  between  the  Diet 
and  the  government  of  Thurgau.  The  difficulty,  it 
is  supposed,  will  be  obviated,  by  the  governor  and 
council  of  the  canton  calling  upon  Louis  Buonaparte 
to  make  his  election  between  France  and  Switzer- 
land, and  to  choose  definitively  to  which  of  these 
countries  he  will  henceforward  belong. 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  OHIO. 

From  the  Cincinnatli  Daily  Gazette. 

Mr.  Editor:  While  on  the  geological  examina- 
tion of  Adams  county,  I observed  from  the  heights 
of  several  mountains,  there  called  “knobs,”  a con- 
spicuous and  insulated  elevation  several  miles  to 
the  northwest,  which,  for  the  purpose  of  some  topo- 
graphical sketches,  I determined  to  visit.  I found 
it  to  be  near  Sinking  Springs,  on  the  road  from 
Maysville  to  Chilicothe,  and  within  the  limits  of 
Highland  county.  It  is  called,  in  the  vicinity, 
“Fort  Hill,”  from  an  ancient  work  which  occupies 
the  top  of  it.  After  groping  my  way,  without  t. 
guide,  one  mile  through  a by-road  and  another  mile 
on  foot  through  a forest,  I reached  the  top,  which 
is  a level  table  of  35  to  40  acres.  Here  I was  sur- 
prised to  find  an  ancient  work,  in  many  respects 
surpassing  all  others  which  I had  seen  in  Ohio. 
The  mountain  is  500  feet  above  the  bed  of  Bush 
creek,  which  washes  its  base,  and  800  to  1,000  feet 
above  low  water  of  the  Ohio,  and  mostly  of  solid 
stone,  interrupted  only  by  thin  layers  of  clay  and 
marl.  Yet  it  is  covered  with  soil  and  with  forest 
trees.  The  rocks  proceeding  upward  are,  in  per- 
pendicular height,  ascertained  by  the  barometer, 
150  feet  of  cliff  limestone,  250  feet  of  slate,  and  100 
feet  of  freestone,  covered  by  about  20  feet  of  clayey 
soil,  being  a natural  stratum  of  slate  and  clay  tra- 
versing the  freestone  formation,  the  upper  part  of 
which  is  here  wanting.  This  terrace  of  3oil  produ- 
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ces  a luxuriant  forest  of  sugar  trees,  elm,  poplar, 
oak,  chesnut,  &c.  some  of  which  are  21  feet  in  cir- 
cumference. The  whole  is  enclosed  with  a ditch 
and  wall,  which  is  one  mile  and  five-eighths  long, 
and  flanked  by  four  regular  bastions.  The  ditch  is 
64  feet  wide,  and,  by  descending  at  first  abruptly, 
gives  the  appearance  of  a second  or  interior  wall. 
From  this  it  slopes  gradually  to  the  immediate  foot 
of  the  wall,  where  it  deepens  suddenly  again.  The 
base  of  the  wall  is  40  to  60  feet;  and  its  outward 
slope  is  made  to  coincide  with  the  precipitous  slope 
of  the  hill,  which,  all  around,  is  about  150  feet,  al- 
most inaccessibly  steep,  and  below  that  still  a steep 
hill  to  the  base.  Thus  by  nature  and  art  the  out- 
ward defence  is  a wall  of  stone  100  feet  in  perpen- 
dicular  height,  down  which  the  defenders  might 
roll  the  broken  fragments  of  freestone  abundant  in 
the  entrenchment,  each  man,  with  his  hands  alone, 
being  thus  an  efficient  piece  of  artillery.  The 
height  of  the  wall  from  the  bottom  of  the  entrench- 
ment is  generally  from  4 to  7 feet,  but,  in  some 
places,  it  is  20  feet.  The  substance  of  it  has  been 
determined  by  the  nature  of  the  materials  excavat- 
ed, and  consists  of  stone  mixed  w’ith  earth.  In 
many  places  the  ditch  has  been  excavated  by  quar- 
rying through  the  solid  freestone.  In  one  place 
only  I saw  the  stone  laid  in  regular  range  work 
like  masonry;  and  this  might  have  been  the  natural 
strata  of  the  freestone  left  in  the  wall  by  entrench- 
ing within. 

I happened  to  have  along  with  me  my  minia- 
ture instruments  for  surveying,  of  which  my  “mi- 
croscopic compass,”  made  by  Troughton  & Simms 
is  the  principal;  with  these  I commenced  immedi- 
ately a survey  by  “meandering.”  This  was  a dif- 
ficult task,  for  the  large  trees,  and  an  abundance  of 
pawpaw  bushes,  did  not  permit  us  to  range  on  an 
average  more  than  150  feet  at  a time.  I had  no  as- 
sistance except  a lad,  my  son,  who  accompanied 
me.  Yet,  excited  by  the  subject,  I made  not  even 
a halt,  until  after  a whole  day  of  fatigue  in  the 
heat,  without  food  or  water,  we  had,  by  49  lines  of 
course  and  distance,  come  around  “to  a sugar  tree, 
the  place  of  beginning.”  I had  not  the  least  idea 
of  the  form  of  the  work  until  I drew  the  plot,  which 
“closed”  within  20  feet.  It  consists  of  four  unequal 
sides,  curved  inwards,  and  meeting  in  four  acute 
“salient  angles,”  at  which  there  are  peculiar  open 
bastions,  the  walls  curving  outward  a little,  like 
lines  of  a parenthesis,  and  finally  running  parallel  to 
each  side  of  a road  which  enters  at  the  very  angle.  * 

This  road  comes  up  along  a ridge  less  precipitous 
than  other  parts  of  the  hill.  The  north  bastion  is 
peculiar,  and  constitutes  the  citadel.  The  gorge  to 
it  is  long  and  narrow'.  The  bastion  is  large,  and, 
having  four  concave  sides,  has  three  little  bastions, 
thus  constituting  a complete  fort  within  itself.  The 
wall  girts  the  hill  at  all  points  below  the  level  of 
the  table  within,  but  at  the  citadel  the  ditch  com- 
mences with  a perpendicular  precipice  of  freestone 
20  to  30  feet  high,  leaving  the  interior  like  the  top 
of  a castle,  girt  with  a moat  and  wall  at  its  base. — 
At  distances  nearly  equal,  there  are  in  the  whole 
line  of  wall  23  openings  or  gates.  These  were  ori- 
ginally, in  all  probability,  closed  by  woodwork,  and 
the  wall  itself  surmounted  with  palisades. 

In  the  midst  of  the  enclosed  table  is  a pond,  which, 
although  it  had  recently  been  drained  of  three  feet 
of  its  usual  contents,  still,  on  the  25th  August,  con- 
tained water.  A chesnut  tree,  six  feet  in  diameter, 
standing  on  the  top  of  the  wall,  serves  to  mark  its 
antiquity.  Counting  and  measuring  the  annual  lay- 
ers of  wood  where  an  axeman  had  cut  into  the  trunk, 
I found  them  at  nearly  200  to  the  foot,  which  would 
give  to  this  tree  the  age  of  600  years.  How  much 
longer  the  wall  had  been  standing,  I saw  no  means 
of  determining.  A poplar  tree,  7 feet  in  diameter, 
standing  in  the  ditch,  allowing  the  thickness  to  the 
layers  which  I have  found  in  like  poplars,  170  to  the 
foot,  would  give  nearly  the  same  result,  607  years. 

This  work  differs  from  all  others  which  I have 
seen,  except  that  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami, 
which  I had  lately  surveyed.  A figure  of  this  last  work 
accompanies  Gen.  Harrison’s  Address  on  the  Abori- 
gines, lately  published  in  this  city.  These  two 
works  are  as  perfect  a counterpart  of  each  other  as 
the  ground  and  circumstances  would  permit,  with 
the  difference  that  Fort  Hillis  superior  in  magnitude, 
strength,  and  romantic  site  to  that  on  the  Miami. 

Probably  no  place  in  Ohio,  and  few  places  in  the 
world,  are  better  calculated  by  Nature  for  a “strong- 
hold” than  Fort  Kill;  and  no  plans  of  “ancient 
works”  yet  discovered,  show’  more  skill  in  the  de- 
sign or  labor  in  the  execution.  Yet  the  traveller 

*The  outline'of  the  fort  [is  that  of  a naked  leg 
and  foot,  with  a slender  ankle  and  sharp  heel,  being 
cut  off  at  the  lower  part  of  the  calf  by  a line  curving 
downwards.  The  two  corners  of  the  shin  and  calf, 
the  heel  and  toe,  from  the  four  bastions,  and  the 
middle  joint  of  the  toe  the  citadel. 


who,  from  the  above  sketch,  shall  be  induced  to  pay 
the  hill  a visit,  will  likely  be  disappointed,  for  the 
dense  forest  will  permit  him  to  see  only  a few  rods 
at  a time,  and  will  not  allow  him  to  be  impressed  at 
once  with  its  general  grandeur.  It  is  probably  on 
this  account  that  even  fhe  surviving  pioneer  compa- 
nions of  gen.  Massie,  the  patriarch  of  this  part  of 
the  country,  knew  nothing  of  this  curiosity. 

A more  particular  account  of  this  and  other  cu- 
riosities in  the  same  neighborhood,  may  be  expected 
in  the  next  geological  report. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  LOCKE. 

Cincinnati,  Sept.  10,  1838. 


CALHOUN  DINNER  AT  SANDY  SPRING. 

From,  the  Greenville  (S.  C.)  Mountaineer. 

We  attended  the  dinner  given  to  Mr.  Calhoun  in 
this  district  on  Tuesday  last,  and  should  have  at- 
tempted a description  of  the  proceedings,  had  not 
the  committee  of  arrangements  furnished  us  with 
the  following,  which  is  done  in  a much  more  mi- 
nute, and  we  doubt  not  correct  manner,  than  if  that 
duty  had  devolved  upon  us. 

We  will  merely  state,  that  after  the  orators  had 
concluded  their  remarks,  a general  invitation  was 
given  to  repair  to  the  dinner  table,  in  a pleasant 
grove  not  tar  distant,  where  a fine  barbecue  had 
been  prepared  by  the  committee  of  which  at  least 
1000  persons  partook.  We  have  been  present  on 
several  occasions  of  the  kind,  but  never  before  have 
we  seen  the  preparations  on  so  large  a scale,  the 
provisions  so  well  prepared,  and  as  good  order  pre- 
served. 

Mr.  Calhoun  arrived  on  the  ground  at  12  o’clock, 
accompanied  by  the  committee  of  arrangements, 
by  whom  he  was  conducted  to  the  stand.  He  was 
introduced  to  the  assembled  multitude,  in  a few 
words,  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  J.  H. 
Joyce,  esq.  At  least  1,500  persons  were  gathered 
around  the  distinguished  senator.  Persons  were 
there  from  all  the  neighboring  districts,  composing 
an  assembly,  which,  for  numbers,  intelligence  and 
respectability,  has  rarely,  if  ever,  met  together  in 
this  district.  In  the  midst  of  an  attentive  silence, 
Mr.  Calhoun  arose  and  commenced  one  of  the  most 
lucid  and  powerful  efforts  of  mind  which  it  has  ever 
fallen  to  our  lotto  hear.  He  premised  that  he  should 
make  no  appeals  to  the  prejudice  or  the  passions  of 
his  audience;  that  he  should  briefly  elucidate  the 
subject  which  has  caused  such  excitement  through- 
out the  nation,  and  give  such  facts  and  statements 
as  appeared  to  him  to  be  conclusive  as  regards  the 
truth  of  the  constitutional  treasury.  He  remarked 
that  this  subject  was  merely  a separation  of  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  government  from  those  of  the 
banks.  The  constitutional  treasury  merely  requir- 
ed the  government  to  do  what  law  and  the  constitu- 
tion demanded — collect  and  disburse  its  revenues 
in  its  own  credit,  or  gold  and  silver.  That  the  long 
standing  connection  of  banks  and  government  had 
been  dissolved,  and  that  this  measure  proposed  to 
make  the  separation  final. 

He  proceeded  with  clear  and  forcible  argument, 
to  prove  that  the  connection  was  unequal,  unjust, 
corrupting  in  its  consequences,  anti-republican,  hos- 
tile to  state  rights,  and  subversive  to  our  liberties. 
It  was  unequal  and  unjust,  because  it  gave  a prefer- 
ence of  one  institution  over  another,  and  that  it 
centred  trade  w herever  that  institution  was  located. 
That  it  was  corrupting  in  its  consequences,  because 
to  sustain  itself  against  attack,  the  batik  could  bribe 
officers  of  government,  and  members  of  congress, 
by  secret  means,  which  no  one  could  ever  witness 
or  know,  but  the  parties  concerned.  That  it  was 
anti-republican,  hostile  to  state  rights,  and  subver- 
sive of  our  liberties,  because,  in  the  nature  of  the 
connection,  it  was  evident  thatthe  higherthe  taxes, 
the  higher  the  tariff  duties — the  larger  the  patronage 
of  the  general  government,  the  greater  its  expendi- 
ture, and  the  greater  its  surplus,  so  much  more  were 
fhe  profits  of  the  banks  increased,  and  that  there- 
fore this  powerful  moneyed  interest  was  directly  in- 
terested in  promoting  all  these  ami-republican  ends, 
and  would  assuredly  lend  its  influence  to  promote 
them.  It  was  federal  in  its  origin,  and  federal  in  its 
tendencies.  Mr.  C.  remarked  on  the  act  of  ’89,  as 
requiring  government  dues  to  be  paid  in  gold  and 
silver  only,  and  that  Alexander  Hamilton,  by  his 
single  order,  defeated  this  wise  law,  by  requiring 
the  bank  notes  of  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadel- 
phia, to  be  received  as  gold  and  silver.  This  wise 
federalist,  thus  commenced  this  unjust  connection, 
contrary  to  law  and  the  spirit  of  republicanism. 

Mr.  C.  made  a few  observations  on  some  of  the 
slangobjections  tothesub-treasury.  Among  others, 
he  spoke  of  the  charge  of  its  being  originated  by 
col.  Benton,  and  called  “Benton’s  humbug.”  This 
was  not  so.  Gen.  Gordon,  of  Virginia,  first  intro- 
duced the  measure,  in  1834.  He  approved  of  the 


divorce  then,  but  thought  it  premature.  Col.  Ben- 
ton introduced  the  measure  in  the  senate  in  1836. 
Mr.  C.  then  voted  against  it,  because  he  deemed  it  im- 
practicable at  the  time.  He  proposed  a United  States 
Bank  for  a limited  time  on  certain  conditions,  as  a 
better  and  more  practicable  plan  to  unbank  the 
banks;  so  that  gen.  Gordon  was  the  first  man  who 
brought  this  measure  into  congress.  He  also  men- 
tioned the  favocite  argument  of  the  whigs,  that  this 
measure  produced  one  currency  for  the  government 
and  another  for  the  people — “nuts  for  the  office 
holders  and  leaves  for  ihe  people.”  He  remarked 
that  this  was  a precious  confession.  1 n it  the  w higs 
acknowledged  that  the  constitutional  currency  was 
the  best — that  it  gave  “nuts”  to  the  office  holders, 
and  that  the  bank  currency  used  by  the  people,  was 
nothing  but  “leaves!”  Why  not  then  let  the  people 
have  “nuts?”  The  whigs  alone  were  to  blame  for 
keeping  them  on  “leaves.”  They  alone  prevented 
them  from  having  the  full  benefit  of  the  constitu- 
tional treasury;  but  the  truth  was,  that  the  whigs 
were  laboring  hard  to  feverse  matters,  or  rather 
snatch  the  “nuts”  from  the  government  and  give 
them  to  the  banks,  leaving  for  the  government  and 
people  the  “leaves.” 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  a most  beautiful  illustration 
of  the  danger  of  chartering  a national  bank.  He 
introduced  one  of  Aesop’s  fables.  A woodman 
humbly  petitioned  the  forest  to  grant  him  a small 
piece  of  timber,  a very  small  piece  indeed,  in  order 
that  he  might  make  a helve  for  his  axe.  The  fo- 
rest held  a council,  and  granted  the  apparently  mo- 
derate request.  The  woodman  shaped  and  fitted 
his  helve,  and  returning,  soon  felled  the  forest 
around  him.  The  axe,  Mr.  C.  remarked,  wTas  the 
bank.  Give  to  it  a charter,  and  you  supply  the 
helve,  and  soon  the  tree  of  American  liberty  will 
fall  prostrate  before  it. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  during  his  speech,  whilst  lie  de- 
fended the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  government  to 
use  its  own  credit  (treasury  notes)  and  specie,  in 
the  management  of  its  revenues,  denied  that  he  was 
an  enemy  to  the  state  banks  and  the  credit  system; 
all  he  desired  was  a salutary  reform,  indispensable 
to  the  country.  He  would  let  banks  stand  upon 
their  own  resources,  like  every  other  business. 

This  is  a very  faint  and  imperfect  outline  of  Mr. 
Calhoun’s  remarks.  He  spoke  for  nearly  an  hour 
and  a half,  using  no  oratorical  flourish.  His  argu- 
ments were  dictated  by  truth,  and  the  effects  were 
consequently  great.  He  was  greeted  by  the  cheers 
of  hundreds  as  he  closed. 

Gen.  Thompson,  the  representative  from  this 
congressional  district,  was  present.  He  had  been 
specially  invited,  in  common  with  some  40  others, 
who  occupied  public  stations,  and  some  who  lived 
at  a distance.  When  Mr.  Calhoun  closed  bis 
remarks,  a few  voices  were  heard  to  call  for  gen. 
Thompson.  The  committee  made  no  objection  to 
his  speaking,  but  invited  him  on  the  stand,  and  re- 
quested the  decorous  attention  of  the  audience, 
while  gen.  Thompson  made  his  remarks. 

The  general  proceeded  in  one  of  his  best  efforts, 
and  with  all  zeal  and  industry  started  and  insisted 
on  the  objections  to  the  constitutional  treasury. — 
His  plan  was  the  employment  of  state  banks 
and  special  deposites.  He  depicted  many  gross 
impositions  that  had  been  practised  on  the  sol- 
diers of  our  arm}',  and  attributed  them  to  the 
operation  of  the  constitutional  treasury.  Gen. 
T.  frequently  alluded  to  Mr.  Calhoun  person- 
ally. He  read  a portion  of  one  of  Mr.  Calhoun’s 
speeches,  and  a letter  from  Condy  Raguet,  to  prove 
Mr.  C.  an  inconsistent  statesman.  He  reiterated 
the  old  slang,  that  col.  Benton  was  the  author  of 
the  plan  now  advocated  by  Mr.  C.  [Mr.  Calhoun 
here  arose  and  remarked,  that  that  matter  had  bet- 
ter be  settled  then.  He  turned  to  gen.  T.  and 
asked  him  the  following  questions:  “Sir,  did  not 
Condy  Raguet  bring  this  system  to  Washington, 
and  propose  it  to  several  gentlemen,  in  1834?” — 
Gen.  T.  answered,  “Yes.”  Again:  “Did  not  gen. 
Gordon  introduce  that  plan  in  the  house  in  1834?” 
Gen.  T.  answered,  “Yes.  “Did  I not  in  ’34  de- 
clare, in  my  place,  that,  if  no  one  else  did,  I should, 
under  circumstances,  deem  it  my  duty  to  bring 
forward  this  very  measure  of  divorce?”  The  an- 
swer was  again,  “Yes.”  “How,  then,  said  Mr.  C. 
can  you  declare  col.  Benton  the  author  of  a system, 
in  ’36,  which  you  acknowledge  gen.  Gordon  intro- 
duced in  1834?”  Mr.  Calhoun  added  the  conclu- 
sion which  he  derived  from  the  premises.  A mi- 
nute and  distinct  detail  cannot  here  be  given  of 
the  scene.  It  was  one  in  which  the  facts  of  the 
case,  at  least,  were  clearly  acknowledged  and  set- 
tled.] 

When  gen.  T.  closed,  Mr.  Calhoun  again  spoke 
at  some  length.  He  took  gen.  T’s  arguments  in 
detail,  and  completely  demolished  them.  He  de- 
precated, as  much  as  gen.  T.  could,  the  impositions 
practised  on  the  soldiery,  and  the  evils  which  had 
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nappened  by  the  derangement  of  the  banks  and 
currency,  but  he  then  brought  out  all  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  proved  that  all  of  these  horrible  trans- 
actions took  place  before  the  constitutional  treasury 
was  in  existence,  under  the  general’s  own  pet  bank 
system.  If  there  ever  was  a case  of  putting  the 
cart  before  the  horse,  this,  said  Mr.  C.,  is  one. — 
This  was  a tremendous  blow  to  gen.  T’s  arguments, 
as  all  were  founded  on  those  transactions  as  the 
fruits  of  the  constitutional  treasury.  The  errors  of 
gen.  T's  deductions,  and  the  falsp  positions  which 
he  took,  were  most  vividly  and  forcibly  exposed. 
There  never  was  a more  complete  triumph  of  a 
true  cause.  The  crowd  was  excited  to  a pitch  of 
the  utmost  enthusiasm.  The  bank  or  pet  bank 
system  would  have  met  with  but  few  advocates 
there;  and  those  that  were  there  were  silent,  after 
such  a signal  exhibition  of  the  effects  of  truth. 

It  was,  indeed,  unfortunate  for  gen.  T.  and  his 
cause  that  he  spoke  on  that  day.  His  speech  might 
have  made  an  impression  if  delivered  where  there 
were  none  to  answer  and  refute;  but  the  reply  to  it 
was  terrible  in  its  effects.  Gen.  T.  assumed  some 
of  the  same  positions  which  Mr.  Clay  took  in  the 
senate  in  his  attack  on  Mr.  Calhoun;  and,  if  possi- 
ble, his  failure  was  more  signal.  Cheers  followed 
every  shaft  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  it  might  have  been 
hoped  from  the  increased  effects  of  the  altercation 
which  ensued  between  Mr.  Calhoun  and  general 
Thompson,  that,  if  time  had  been  allowed,  the 
general  himself  would  have  confessed  he  was  mis- 
taken. He  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  a national 
bank,  and  to  the  pet  bank  system;  he  was  in  favor 
of  employing  banks  owned  by  the  states;  but  three 
or  four  states,  however,  could  be  enumerated  that 
had  such  institutions,  which  occasioned  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, in  his  final  remarks,  to  say  that  the  general, 
having  repudiated  all  other  systems,  as  well  as  the 
pet  bank,  was  still  in  favor  of  “one  of  the  family 
of  the  pets— an  infant  yet  unborn.”  It  was  a plan 
now  proved  to  be  impracticable,  and  worse,  if  prac- 
ticable, than  the  pet  bank,  as  its  tendency  was  to 
continue  both  the  national  and  state  governments 
in  alliance  with  the  banks,  and  all  their  corrupting 
effects. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  speaking,  the  annex- 
ed resolutions,  which  had  been  prepared  by  the 
committee,  were  submitted  and  adopted  by  a large 
majority  of  votes  given.  The  actual  preponder- 
ance of  the  friends  of  the  constitutional  treasury 
was  supposed  to  be  four  or  five  to  one  of  its  oppo- 
nents; some  estimate  the  number  greater. 

The  resolutions  would  not  have  been  submitted 
by  the  committee,  if  no  one  else  had  spoken  be- 
sides Mr.  Calhoun. 

Whereas,  the  question  of  separating  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  government  from  the  banks,  has, 
by  the  situation  of  affairs,  become,  and  is  likely  to 
continue,  one  of  greatest  interest  and  importance 
to  the  country,  and  which  will  carry  with  its  deci- 
sion an  influence  for  evil  or  for  good,  according  as 
it  is  determined  in  favor  of  the  bank  monopolies 
and  their  adherents,  or  in  favor  of  the  people  and 
their  free  institutions — we  deem  it  important  and 
proper,  as  a portion  of  the  freemen  of  our  great 
confederacy,  to  declare  oursentiments  on  this  great 
and  momentous  question,  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  union  of  the  government  and 
the  banks,  is  in  its  operation,  unequal,  unfair,  and 
unjust;  is  anti-republican  in  its  character  and  ten- 
dency; hostile  to  state  rights,  corrupting  in  its  con- 
sequences, and  alike  dangerous  to  the  liberty  and 
free  institutions  of  the  country,  as  would  be  the 
union  of  church  and  state. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  freemen  to  main- 
tain their  principles  openly  and  manfully,  regard- 
less of  all  private  and  individual  considerations: 
and  we  regard  it  as  imperious  at  this  time,  when 
principles  so  important  are  involved,  and  such 
mighty  efforts  are  made  to  overthrow  them. 

Resolved , That  our  distinguished  guest,  the  hori. 
John  C.  Calhoun,  and  our  other  representatives 
who  acted  with  him,  in  opposing  this  unholy  union 
of  the  banks  and  government,  and  giving  their 
powerful  and  zealous  support  to  the  independent 
and  constitutional  treasury,  have  proved  themselves 
the  true  and  faithful  friends  of  the  constitution,  and 
the  rights  and  liberty  of  the  people;  and  that  under 
such  diffiulties  as  to  entitle  them  to  our  highest  ad- 
miration and  confidence. 

J.  H.  JOYCE, 
Chairman  of  the  committee. 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  ADAMS 
1o  the  inhabitants  of  the  twelfth  congressional  district 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
Fellow  citizens:  On  the  23d  of  August,  1837, 
a district  convention  of  delegates  from  most  of  the 
towns  constituting  the  district  was  held,  at  which 
were  adopted  resolutions  of  the  following  import: 

1.  Asserting  the  right  of  the  people  to  petition. 


2.  That  the  abridgment  of  it  by  congress  is  a vio- 
lation of  the  constitution  and  ought  to  be  resisted  by 
the  people. 

3.  That  the  gag  resolution  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  18th  January, 
1837,  was  a most  flagrant  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion. 

4.  A resolution,  approving  my  previous  course  as 
the  representative  of  the  district,  in  persisting  to 
present  petitions,  and  demanding  the  action  of  the 
house  upon  them,  with  a pledge  of  support  to  sus- 
tain me  in  that  course. 

5.  A resolution  requesting  the  representative  of 
the  district  in  congress  to  oppose  any  attempt  in  that 
body  at  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States. 

6.  That  such  annexation  would  weaken  instead  of 
strengthen,  in  a military  point  of  view,  the  defence 
of  the  union. 

7.  The  appointment  of  a committee  to  address  the 
citizens  of  the  other  congressional  districts  of  the 
state. 

8.  That  a copy  of  the  above  resolutions  be  pre- 
sented to  the  representative  of  the  district  requesting 
his  aid  and  co-operation  in  the  furtherance  of  the 
views  of  his  constituents,  as  contained  in  the  forego- 
ing resolutions. 

Since  the  day  of  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions, 
a session  has  been  held  of  the  legislature  of  the 
commonwealth,  at  which,  resolutions  respecting  the 
right  of  the  people  to  petition — earnestly  disapprov- 
ing the  gag  resolutions  of  the  house  of  representa- 
lives  of  the  United  States,  and  solemnly  protesting 
against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  this  union, 
entirely  conformable  to  the  above  resolutions,  of  the 
district  convention,  were  adopted  by  very  large  ma- 
jorities in  both  branches  of  the  legislature. 

And  in  the  same  interval  have  been  held  two  ses- 
sions of  the  congress  of  the  United  States. 

An  impartial  and  unprejudiced  stranger  looking  to 
the  condition  of  this  union,  as  affected  by  all  the 
external  circumstances  not  under  our  own  control, 
would  naturally  imagine,  that  during  this  peiiod  we 
have  been  the  most  prosperous,  and  happiest  people 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  We  have  enjoyed  in  rich 
and  uninterrupted  profusion, all  the  ordinary  bounties 
of  Providence.  The  earth  has  yielded  the  treasures 
of  hei  annual  production  in  abundance.  The  ocean 
has  been  propitious  to  the  continual  expansion  of 
our  commerce  and  liberal  in  her  contributions  of 
nourishment  and  of  light  drawn  from  the  bosom  of 
the  deep.  Genial  sun3  and  refreshing  showers  have 
ripened  our  harvests,  and  the  labors  of  the  husband- 
man have  been  crowned  with  the  marrow  and  fatness 
of  the  land.  The  air  of  heaven  has  been  wafted  in 
balmy  breezes  all  over  our  shores.  No  convulsion 
of  nature  has  spread  ruin  or  even  alarm  over  any 
portion  of  our  population.  No  earthquake,  no  tor- 
nado, no  pestilence,  has  desolated  or  afflicted  our 
dwellings;  all  the  visitations  of  heaven,  have  been 
no  other  than  dispensations  of  good  and  varieties  of 
blessing. 

The  dispositions  of  our  brothers  of  the  human 
family  associated  in  other  communities,  but  connect- 
ed with  us  by  the  ties  of  commercial  intercourse 
have  also  been  uncommonly  favorable  to  us.  We 
have  been  at  peace  with  all  mankind,  save  where 
that  peace  has  been  violated,  interrupted  or  threat- 
ened by  our  own  wrong — for  with  shame  and  con- 
fusion of  face,  but  at  the  imperious  dictates  of  truth, 

I must  confess  that  our  treatment  of  our  fellow  men 
has  neither  corresponded  with  their  treatment  of  us, 
nor  with  the  precept  of  the  gospel  which  embraces 
the  whole  duty  of  man  to  his  brother,  to  do  unto 
others  as  we  would  that  they  should  do  unto  us — our 
wrongs  to  the  colored  races  of  Africa  and  of  this 
continent,  have  indeed  been  of  long  standing,  but  in 
these  latter  days  they  have  been  aggravated  beyond 
measure.  To  repair  the  injustice  of  our  fathers 
towards  both  of  these  races,  had  been  from  the  day 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  conscience 
of  the  good  and  the  counsel  of  the  wise  rulers  of  the 
land.  Washington,  by  his  own  example  in  the  tes- 
tamentary disposal  of  his  property — Jefferson,  by 
the  unhesitating  convictions  of  his  own  mind,  by 
unanswerable  argument  and  eloquent  persuasion, 
addressed  almost  incessantly  throughout  a long  life 
to  the  reason  and  the  feelings  of  his  countrymen, 
and  done  homage  to  the  self-evident  principles, 
which  the  nation  at  her  birth  had  been  the  first  to 
proclaim.  Emancipation,  universal  emancipation 
was  the  lesson  which  they  had  urged  upon  their  con- 
temporaries, and  held  forth  as  transcendent  and  irre- 
rnissible  duties,  to  their  children  of  the  present  age. 
Instead  of  which,  what  have  we  seen?  what  see  we 
now?  Communities  of  slave-holding  braggarts  of 
freedom,  setting  at  defiance  the  laws  of  nature  and 
of  nature’s  God;  restoring  slavery  where  it  had  been 
extinguished,  and  vainly  dreaming  to  make  it  eter- 
nal. Forming  in  the  sacred  name  of  liberty,  con- 


stitutions of  government,  interdicting  to  the  legis- 
lative authority  itself  that  most  blessed  of  all  human 
powers — the  pow'er  of  giving  liberty  to  the  slave! 
Governors  of  states  urging  upon  their  legislatures  to 
make  the  exercise  of  the  freedom  of  speech,  to  pro- 
pagate the  right  of  the  slave  to  freedom,  felony, 
without  benefit  of  clergy!  Ministers  of  the  gospel, 
like  the  priest  in  the  parable  of  the  good  Samaritan, 
coming  and  looking  at  the  bleeding  victim  of  the 
highway  robber,  and  passing  on  the  other  side! — or 
baser  still,  perverting  the  pages  of  the  sacred  volume! 
to  turn  into  a code  of  slavery  the  very  word  of  God, 
Philosophers,  like  the  Sophists  of  ancient  Greece, 
pulverised  by  the  sober  sense  of  Socrates,  elaborating 
theories  of  moral  slavery,  from  the  Alabies  of  a sugar 
plantation  and  vaporing  about  lofty  sentiment  and 
generous  benevolence,  to  be  learnt  from  the  heredi- 
tary bondage  of  man  to  man!  Infuriated  mobs, 
murdering  the  peaceful  minister  of  Christ,  for  the 
purpose  of  extinguishing  the  light  of  a printing 
press,  and  burning  with  unhallowed  fire  the  hall  of 
freedom,  the  orphan’s  school,  and  the  church  devoted 
to  the  worship  of  God!  And  last  of  all,  both  houses 
of  congress  turning  a deaf  ear  to  hundreds  of  thous- 
ands of  petitioners,  and  quibbling  away  their  duty 
!o  read,  and  listen,  and  consider,  in  doubtful  dispu- 
tations, whether  they  shall  receive,"  or  receiving, 
refuse  to  read  or  hear  the  complaints  and  prayers  of 
their  fellow-citizens  and  fellow  men! 

And  the  red  man  of  the  forest!  the  indigenous 
inhabitant  of  this  western  hemisphere!  the  primi- 
tive possessor  of  our  native  soil!  Dispossessed  not 
without  reason,  but  perhaps  without  adequate  com- 
pensation, by  our  forefathers  of  his  inheritance, 
bounded  only  by  the  oceans  and  the  lakes;  straitened 
in  his  bunting  grounds  by  the  necessary  and  una- 
voidable progress  of  civilization,  and  tillage,  there 
was  yet  ample  room  left  him  in  the  immeasurable 
regions  of  the  south  and  west,  for  his  continual  en- 
joyment of  the  hunter  state,  and  even  for  his  own 
transformation  into  a tenant  of  the  soil  and  a tiller 
of  the  ground.  To  this  beneficent  change  of  his 
condition,  all  the  labors,  and  all  the  exertions  of 
Washington  and  of  Jefferson  had  been  devoted. — 
The  remnants  of  his  allodial  right,  rescued  from  the 
grasp  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  planter  and  farmer,  had 
been  secured  to  him  at  the  price  of  the  surrender  of 
all  the  rest,  by  solemn  treaties,  pledging  the  faith  of 
the  nation,  and  by  law's,  interdicting,  upon  severe 
penalties,  the  intrusion  of  the  white  man  upon  his 
domain.  In  contempt  of  those  treaties,  in  defiance 
of  those  laws,  the  sovereign  state  of  Georgia  ex- 
tended her  jurisdiction  over  those  Indian  lands,  and 
lavished  in  lottery  tickets  to  her  people,  the  culti- 
vated fields,  the  growing  harvests,  and  the  furnished 
dwellings  of  the  Cherokee;  imprisoned  in  a dungeon 
the  pious  missionaries  preaching  among  them  the 
gospel  of  Christ,  and  set  at  naught  the  solemn  adju- 
dication of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
pronouncing  this  licensed  robbery  alike  lawless  and 
unconstitutional. 

And  what  in  this  emergency  was  the  conduct  of 
the  executive  administration?  Not  content  with 
truckling  to  the  usurpations  of  Georgia,  it  made 
itself  instrumental  to  the  consummation  of  her 
wrong.  Not  content  with  abandoning  the  Indians 
to  their  hopeless  fate,  and  leaving  unexecuted  the 
sentence  of  the  laws,  it  forced,  by  an  admixture  of 
fraud  and  violence,  upon  the  whole  Cherokee  na- 
tion, a mock  treaty  of  New  Echota,  pretending  to 
bind  the  whole  nation  to  a compact  concluded  with 

less  than  three  hundred  unauthorised  individuals. 

And  when  fifteen  thousand  of  this  cheated  and 
plundered  people  complained  of  this  in  the  humble 
attitude  of  petitioners  to  congress  for  redress,  and 
when  thousands  upon  thousands  of  petitioners  among 
our  own  people  joined  in  supplications  with  them 
to  avert  this  overwhelming  ruin,  and  redeem  our 
violated  faith,  a momentary  semblance  of  attention 
was  given  to  their  claims  by  a refusal  to  lay  them 
on  the  table,  carried  by  a majority  of  one  vote,  yet 
the  next  day  that  vote  w'as  changed;  a reconsidera- 
tion was  moved  and  carried,  and  by  a vote  of  yeas 
and  nays,  at  the  motion  of  a member  from  Georgia, 
the  whole  subject  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  African  and  native  Ame- 
rican races,  we  have  thus  subverted  the  maxims, 
and  degenerated  from  the  virtues,  of  our  fathers; 
and  for  all  this,  the  last  and  present  administrations 
are  emphatically  responsible.  The  political  system 
of  Washington  and  Jc-fferson  was  merciful  to  the 
African,  and  liberal  to  the  native  American  race. — 
Eternal  slavery  for  mercy,  extermination  for  libe- 
rality, were  the  substitutes  of  the  last  administra- 
tion; and  the  present  chief  magistrate  can  discern 
no  path  to  glory  but  in  the  footsteps  of  his  illustri- 
ous predecessor. 

Upon  these  subjects,  however,  as  well  as  upon 
the  senseless  and  absurd  experiments  of  the  admi- 
nistration to  redeem  themselves  and  not  the  people 
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from  the  ruin  of  other  experiments  equally  sense- 
less and  absurd  of  the  illustrious  predecessor,  1 
have  been  called  to  act,  at  (he  recent  session  of  con- 
gress, upon  my  own  discretion,  without  the  benefit 
of  instructions  or  advice  from  your  convention  of 
delegates.  In  the  transactions  concerning  our  In- 
dian affairs,  and  in  those  relating  to  the  currency 
and  the  keeping  of  the  public  moneys,  when  there 
were  neither  currency  to  regulate  nor  public  mo- 
neys to  keep,  I have  taken  but  little  active  part, 
knowing  that  all  resistance  to  the  relentless  system 
of  expulsion,  or  attempt  to  avert  the  doom  of  the 
southern  Indians,  would  be  vain.  That  all  inqui- 
ries into  the  wasteful  expenditures  and  glaring  enor- 
mities of  the  Florida  war,  would  be  stifled  or  per- 
verted into  servile  approbation  of  imposture,  by 
committees  appointed  by  a Tennessean  speaker, 
and  that  other  members  ot  Ihe  house,  of  great 
ability  and  excellent  principles,  with  a more  mi- 
nute and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  subject 
than  I could  possess,  took  a deep  interest  in  it,  and 
would  do,  as  they  did,  all  that  man  could  do  to  mi- 
tigate the  predetermined  fate  of  the  Indian  tribes, 
under  a northern  administration  with  southern  prin- 
ciples. 

The  prostration  of  the  divorce,  or  the  sub-trea- 
suries, or  the  independent  treasury — as,  in  its  Har- 
lequin transformations,  it  was  variously  nicknamed 
— that  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance  between  south- 
ern nullification  and  northern  pro-slavery,  as  it 
should  have  been  named,  was  also  in  able  hands. — 
Slavery — the  perpetuation  and  propagation  of  the 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade — was  at  the  bottom  of 
it  all.  The  southern  opposition  to  a national  bank, 
ministering  to  the  vengeful  passions  of  the  late  pre- 
sident, has  its  root  in  the  panic  terrors  and  insa- 
tiate thirst  of  domination  in  the  slaveholding  plan- 
ters of  the  south,  once  characterized  by  him  under 
the  name  of  independent  farmers,  as  the  best  part 
of  ihe  population.  This  view  of  the  subject  was 
not  taken  in  any  of  the  debates  at  the  two  recent 
sessions  of  congress,  but  it  is  the  key-stone  to  all 
the  vaults  and  the  key  to  all  the  safes  in  the  bill  for 
imposing  additional  duties  as  depositories,  and  in 
all  its  kindred  brood  of  abortions.  The  specie  sec- 
tion, as  it  was  called,  the  invention  of  southern  nul- 
lification, dovetailed  into  the  strong  box  of  the  fire- 
proof treasury  vaults;  the  annual  graduation  of  an 
exclusive  hard  money  currency  to  furnish  occupa- 
tion for  a new  batch  of  official  dignitaries  by  the 
name  of  receivers  general,  was  the  bond  of  recon- 
ciliation and  pledge  of  union  between  the  late  in- 
flexible adversary  to  executive  patronage,  and  the 
northern  man  with  southern  principles.  It  was  at 
first  reluctantly  accepted,  like  a patch  in  a Chinese 
tailor’s  coat,  because  it  was  known  that  the  bill 
could  not  be  carried  without  it.  The  bill  was  car- 
ried with  it,  at  the  special  session,  through  the  se- 
nate, but  in  the  house  was  postponed,  to  consult  the 
constituency.  The  northern  constituency  mani- 
fested for  it  the  most  unequivocal  symptoms  of  dis- 
gust and  contempt.  The  slaveholding  planters  liked 
it  but  the  better. 

At  the  winter  session,  the  bill  was  again  pro- 
duced, with  the  hard  money  section  as  one  of  its 
constituent  parts;  but,  after  long  discussion,  at  the 
last  debateable  stage  of  the  bill  in  the  senate,  it  was 
struck  out.  Thus  it  came  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  there,  at  its  first  reading,  was  treat- 
ed like  an  anti-slavery  petition— laid  o i the  table. — 
But  towards  the  close  of  the  session,  it  was  again 
obtruded  on  the  house  in  the  shape  of  a bill  from 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  It  was  then 
much  and  well  debated.  It  was  tried  with  the  hard 
money  section  and  without  it — nullification  and  sla- 
very were  its  most  ardent  and  almost  only  patrons. 
The  deadly  hostility  of  the  slaveholder  to  all  bank- 
ing credit  under  the  name  of  capital,  displayed  it- 
self in  dissertations  to  prove  a natural  hostility  be- 
tween capital  and  labor;  in  stimulants  to  war  be- 
tween the  capital  and  the  labor  of  the  north,  and 
instigations  in  the  shape  of  predictions  to  the  labor 
of  the  north,  to  demolish  by  fire  the  marble  palace 
in  Chesnut  street,  as  the  anti-abolitionists  had  de- 
molished the  Pennsylvanian  hall.  The  condition 
of  master  and  slave  is,  by  the  laws  of  nature  and 
of  God,  a state  of  perpetual,  inextinguishable  war. 
Deeply  conscious  of  this,  the  slaveholder  soothes 
his  soul  by  sophistical  reasonings  into  a belief  that 
this  same  war  still  exists  in  free  communities  be- 
tween the  capitalist  and  the  laborer.  He  builds  up 
a theory  that  confounds  poverty  with  slavery;  and 
he  says  to  the  laborer  of  the  north, — you  are  poor, 
your  next  door  neighbor  is  rich — you  are  compelled 
to  hard  labor  to  earn  your  subsistence  and  that  of 
your  family — you  are  a laborer,  he  is  a capitalist — 
you  are  his  slave — there  is  his  banking  house — go 
and  burn  it  down — and  I,  for  the  sake  of  prevent- 
ing my  slaves  from  burning  down  my  plantation, 
will  put  in  your  hand  the  torch  to  set  fire  to  his 
marble  palace  in  Chesnut  street. 


The  slaveholder  assumes  it  as  an  elementary  prin- 
ciple of  his  system  of  policy,  that  the  democracy  of 
numbers  in  the  free  states  is  poor.  He  perceives  that 
credit  naturally  and  necessarily  adheres  to  the 
wealthy.  He  is  not  aware  that  one  effect  of  aggre- 
gating small  and  lar-ge  sums  together  to  form  the 
capital  of  moneyed  or  industrious  corporations,  is  fa 
impart  to  the  poor  a participation  in  the  profits  of 
credit,  and  to  break  down  the  wall  of  partition  be- 
tween the  poor  and  the  rich.  The  slaveholder  strives 
to  kindle  the  fires  of  mutual  envy  and  jealousy  be- 
tween the  different  classes  of  men  in  the  communi- 
ties of  the  free;  and  invokes  the  labor  of  the  north, 
as  an  auxiliary  defence  to  the  slavery  of  the  south. 

As  an  attempt  to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord  between 
the  freemen  of  the  north  among  themselves,  it  was 
met  and  repelled  with  sober  argument  and  indignant 
remonstrance.  Perhaps  it  was  right  to  forbear  all 
retorted  invective  and  scorn,  upon  the  peculiar  in- 
stitutions of  the  south.  There  is,  indeed,  a remarka- 
ble concurrence  in  representations  from  all  the  free 
states,  and  of  all  parties  to  spare  them;  the  influence 
of  which  I have  myself  constantly  felt.  It  was  one 
of  the  principal  reasons  for  my  abstaining  to  lake 
part  in  the  debates  on  any  of  the  sub-treasuiy  bills. 

I could  not,  indeed,  overlook,  at  the  special  ses- 
sions, the  affiliated  bdls  for  compounding  with  the 
delinquent  banks,  and  for  postponing  the  payment 
of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposit  with  the 
states.  This  measure  had  been  rendered  unavoida- 
ble by  the  infatuation,  to  use  no  harsher  term,  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  heaping  up  the  depo- 
sites  of  the  public  funds  in  the  banks  of  the  soulhern 
and  southwestern  states,  and  draining  those  of  the 
north,  so  that  there  was  no  fund  left  from  which  the 
instalment  could  be  paid  there,  while  it  was  much 
more  than  overpaid  in  the  favorite  states.  The  bill, 
first  proposed  from  the  treasury,  was  to  repeal  in  the 
form  of  postponing  the  instalment.  When  it  was 
found  that  this  could  not  be  carried,  a postponement 
to  the  first  of  Januaiy,  1839,  was  substituted;  but 
an  appropriation  of  kinds,  which  I proposed  and 
urged  was  evaded,  and  now  the  law  requires  the 
payment  of  the  instalment  on  the  first  of  January 
next,  and  no  preparation  whatever  lias  been  made 
to  provide  the  means  for  its  payment.  The  defi- 
ciency of  the  funds  is  certain.  You  may  judge  what 
prospect  there  is  of  your  ever  obtaining  the  pay- 
ment. The  south  and  the  southwest  in  the  mean- 
time, have  received  much  more  than  their  share  of 
the  instalment,  and  they  will  take  care  to  keep  it.— 
There  is  nothing,  which  has  more  clearly  exempli- 
fied the  policy  of  the  northern  administration  with 
southern  principles,  than  this  discrimination  between 
the  northern  and  southern  states,  in  the  distribution 
of  the  public  moneys. 

Of  the  other  subjects  which  have  engaged  the  de- 
liberations of  congress,  distinct  from  those  specially 
recommended  by  the  resolutions  of  your  convention, 
to  avoid  encroaching  upon  your  patience,  I shall  say 
but  little.  The  proceedings  of  the  house  relating 
to  the  repeated  issue  of  ten  millions  of  treasury 
notes;  the  total  sacrifice  both  of  every  principle  of 
popular  representation  and  of  state  sovereignty  in 
the  transaction  at  both  sessions,  respecting  the  Mis- 
sissippi contested  elections;  the  strange  inconsistency 
and  rancorous  distillation  of  parly  venom,  in  the 
protracted  proceedings  upon  the  fatal  duel,  where 
fell  another  northern  victim,  self-immolated  to  ihe 
peculiar  institutions  of  the  south.  The  questionable 
and  dangerous,  but  perhaps  necessary  abandonment 
ol  the  public  lands  to  the  intrusion  of  lawless  oc- 
cupancy, recommended  by  the  president,  consum- 
mated by  the  concurrent  action  of  both  houses,  with 
the  approbation  of  respected  members  of  our  own 
delegation,  and  of  which  I would  therefore  speak 
with  distrust  of  my  own  judgment,  but  threatening, 
in  my  apprehension,  the  total  subversion  of  your 
amiable  system  of  land  laws,  and  the  final  waste  of 
your  immense  interests  of  property  in  the  public  do- 
main. The  portentous  increase,  amounting  almost 
to  a duplication,  of  your  standing  army,- — the  feeble, 
wavering,  and  time-serving  policy  of  the  adminis- 
tration, carried  out  by  their  managers  in  congress, 
bearing  upon  all  our  political  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain;  these  are  all  subjects  of  high  and  momen- 
tous concernment  to  you,  hut  all,  as  well  as  the  more 
pertinacious^  contested  questions  about  currency, 
exchange,  banking,  and  the  custody  of  public  mo- 
neys, are  either  merged  in  the  transcendent  impor 
tance  of  the  interests  specially  given  me  in  charge, 
by  the  resolution  of  your  convention,  or  sink  into 
comparative  insignificance  before  them. 

It  is  known  to  most  of  you,  that  at  the  first  session 
of  the  twenty-fourth  congress,  on  the  twenty-sixth 
of  May,  1836,  a resolution,  compounded  of  southern 
slavery  and  northern  subserviency,  was,  by  the  pre- 
vious question  screwed  down  upon  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States,  without  debate  or 
deliberation.  Its  avowed  object  was  to  tranquilize 
the  public  mind  on  the  agitating  subject  of  slavery 


and  slave  trade,  and  to  suppress  the  swelling  mur- 
murs of  public  opinion,  calling  in  the  nameof  mercy 
and  of  humanity  for  the  abolition  of  both.  Its  con- 
ciliatory compromise  of  that  end  was  a consent  to 
receive,  a refusal  to  read  or  consider  all  petitions, 
memorials,  resolutions,  or  papers,  relating  in  any 
manner  to  those  objects. 

This  resolution  was  an  experiment — a repetition 
of  that  of  Canuta  the  Great,  who  commanded  the 
tide  of  the  ocean  not  to  approach  her  feet.  Twenty- 
three  thousand  petitioners  at  that  session  of  congress, 
prayed  lor  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  the  territories.  At  the  next  session, 
those  petitioners  had  multiplied  to  upwards  of  one 
hundred  thousand. 

At  the  time  of  the  first  gag  resolution  of  twenty- 
sixth  of  May,  1836,  I had  been  five  years  a member 
of  the  house,  and  your  representath  e.  I had  de- 
precated all  discussion  of  slavery,  or  its  abolition,  in 
the  house,  and  gave  no  countenance  to  petitions  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
or  the  territories.  But  I presented  all  such  pe- 
titions which  were  committed  to  my  charge,  and 
moved  their  reference  to  appropriate  committees, 
which  was  accoidingly  done,  without  oppposition. 
Brief  and  adverse  reports  were  made  by  the  com- 
mittees to  which  the  petitions  were  referred,  which 
were  received  without  exciting  debate  in  the  house. 
The  prayer  of  the  petitions  was  not  granted,  but 
the  petitions  were  respectfully  treated,  and  there  was 
no  excitement  in  the  house,  or  among  the  people,  at 
the  result. 

In  February,  1S33,  a petition  from  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  the  District  of  Columbia  itself,  lor  the 
gradual  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  prohibition  of 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District,  was  presented  by  Mr. 
Coulter,  a member  from  Pennsylvania. 

In  January,  1834,  Mr,  W.  W.  Ellsworth,  a mem- 
ber from  Connecticut,  and  now  governor  of  that 
state,  presented  petitions,  signed,  as  he  said,  by 
more  than  one  thousand  names,  of  the  same  purport, 
which,  at  bis  motion,  were  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  in  recom- 
mending them  to  the  special  consideration  of  the 
committee,  he  took  occasion  to  say,  that  he  himself 
concurred  entirely  in  sentiment  w ith  the  petitioners. 

In  February,  1835,  Mr.  John  Dickson,  a member 
from  the  state  of  New-York,  presented  a considera- 
ble number  of  petitions,  one  of  which  was  from  the 
American  anti-slaveiy  society;  and  another,  signed  by 
upwards  of  eight  hundred  women  of  the  city  of 
New-York.  Mr.  Dickson  moved  their  reference  to 
a select  committee,  and  supported  the  motion  by  an 
eloquent  and  powerful  speech.  No  answer  was  made 
to  the  speech,  but  then  commenced  the  system  of 
suppression.  The  motion  of  reference  to  a com- 
mittee was  by  a vote  of  yeas  and  nays,  117  to  77, 
laid  on  the  table.  A motion  to  print  one  of  the  pe- 
titions was  first  adopted,  then  reconsidered,  and  then, 
by  139  to  63,  laid  on  the  table.  Till  then,  I had  ta- 
ken no  active  part  in  any  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
house  on  these  subjects.  Nor  in  the  session  of  1835 
and  ’36,  until  the  report  of  the  committee,  which 
was  to  smother  at  once  the  right  of  petition  in  the 
people,  and  the  freedom  of  speech  in  the  house. 

I expressed  my  abhorrence  of  that  resolution  at 
the  moment  of  its  passage,  as  I have  done  at  each  of 
its  repetitions.  Just  at  the  time  of  its  first  passage, 
the  results  of  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  had  rendered 
it  probable  that  the  Texan  conspiracy  and  insurrec- 
tion would  succeed  in  breaking  oft  that  province, 
and  an  undefined  extent  of  territory  from  the  Mexi- 
can confederation.  The  Mexican  government  had 
abolished  slavery  throughout  the  whole  republic. 
But  the  Texi.m  insurgents,  on  the  second  of  March, 
1836,  had  issued  their  declaration  of  independence, 
and  on  the  seventeenth  of  the  same  month  had  pro- 
mulgated a constitution,  not  only  restoring  slavery 
in  all  its  rigor,  but  denying  to  congress  the  power 
to  emancipate  slaves,  and  denying  to  their  own 
citizens  the  right  of  emancipating  their  own  slaves, 
without  consent  of  congress.  Nay,  more; — as  if  to 
make  a mockery  of  the  rights  of  human  nature,  this 
constitution  of  a sovereign  and  independent  people, 
bv  one  and  the  same  section,  denied  to  their  legisla- 
ture the  power  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves 
from  the  United  States,  and  declared  the  same  im- 
portation, from  any  other  partol  the  world,  piracy. 

The  acquisition  of  Texas,  whether  by  purchase 
or  by  conquest,  had  already  become  a cardinal  point 
in  the  slaveholding  policy  ol  the  administration  of 
this  union.  To  achieve  it  by  purchase  from  Mexi- 
co had  been  urged  upon  her  government  to  the  ex- 
tent to  a provocation  to  war.  To  that  end,  general 
Gaines  had  been  invested  with  a discretionary  au- 
thority to  invade  her  territory,  which  he  did  not 
fail  to  use;  while  Mr.  Powhattan  Ellis,  the  Missis- 
sippian  charge  d’affaires  at  Mexico,  was  instructed 
to  pick  a quarrel  with  the  government,  upon  com- 
plaints and  grievances  of  citizens  ol  the  United 
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States  engaged  in  commercial  intercourse  with  that 
country.  A more  frivolous  pretence,  and  a more 
wanton  provocation  to  war,  was  never  given  be- 
tween nation  and  nation.  Even  the  wretched 
Mexican  prisoner,  Santa  Anna,  was  used  as  an  in- 
strument, and  liberated  from  captivity,  to  extort 
from  his  country  the  cession  of  her  rights  to  this 
revolted  province. 

But  the  free  people  of  this  union  had  now  taken 
the  alarm.  They  had  been  warned  of  their  danger, 
and  observed  the'  progress  of  this  tri-partite  specu- 
lation of  land-jobbers,  slaveholders  and  Texan  con- 
spirators, to  breed  a war  with  Mexico  to  sustain  and 
perpetuate  the  slavery  supremacy  of  the  south.  At 
the  special  session  of  congress  numerous  petitions 
against  the  annexation  ot  Texas,  to  some  of  which 
many  of  your  names  were  subscribed,  were  pre- 
sented. Two  of  the  resolutions  of  your  conven- 
tion of  delegates  had  made  it  my  special  duty  to 
oppose  the  measure.  And  at  the  same  session, 
multitudes  of  other  petitions  continued  to  pour  in 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  arid  the  slave  trade 
wherever  the  power  of  congress  extends.  They 
were  all  postponed  to  the  winter  session,  on  the 
ready  and  plausible  ground  that  there  was  not  time 
for  the  consideration  of  subjects  other  than  those 
for  which  the  special  session  had  been  called. 
When  the  winter  session  came  the  war  trumpet 
was  again  sounded  by  the  message  of  the  president 
against  Mexico.  The  Texan  plenipotentiary,  com- 
missioned to  solicit  the  annexation,  had  been  put 
off  with  a sort  of  ‘ Return  Jonathan  refusal.”  He 
had  been  told  with  solemnity  of  face,  that  there 
was  a doubt  of  the  constitutional  power  of  congress 
and  the  president  to  accept  the  proposal,  and  more- 
over, that  they  could  not  think  of  it  now,  because 
it  would  r isk  a war  with  Mexico,  and  violate  the 
sacred  faith  of  treaties.  But  Mr.  Jefferson  had 
shown  how  a constitutional  camel  could  be  swal- 
lowed for  the  sake  of  Louisiana,  by  palates  accus- 
tomed to  strain  at  a gnat,  and  the  chairman  of 
the  late  committee  of  foreign  affairs  professed  his 
readiness  and  capacity  to  swallow  another  for  the 
sake  of  Texas.  And  as  to  the  war  with  Mexico, 
one  president  had  told  congress,  seven  months  be- 
fore that  it  would  be  justifiable,  and  his  successor, 
even  while  alleging  this  pretence  of  war  and  the 
sacred  faith  of  treaties,  was  about  to  tell  congress 
not  only  that  he,  himself,  agreed  with  his  prede- 
cessor, that  war  would  have  been  justifiable  the 
winter  before,  but  that  they,  both  houses  of  con- 
gress had  been  of  the  same  opinion,  and  that  it  was 
now  not  only  more  justifiable  but  indispensable,  be- 
cause the  last  magnanimous  appeal  to  the  justice 
and  the  fears  of  Mexico,  heralded  by  a courier  from 
the  department  of  state,  with  the  indulgence  of  one 
week  for  an  answer,  had  totally  failed. 

Fellow-citizens:  You  shall  seldom  fail  to  detect 
the  double-dealer,  if  you  compare  his  words  at  dif- 
ferent times  with  each  other  and  bis  words  and  his 
actions  together.  The  professions  of  objection  to 
the  proposal  of  Mr.  Memucan  Hunt  were  false  and 
hollow — consent  and  fierce  desire  for  the  seemingly 
repudiated  connection  were  at  the  heart.  Instead 
of  a prompt,  positive  and  final  refusal,  as  represent- 
ed by  the  chairman  of  the  late  committee  of  foreign 
affairs,  it  was  a mere  negative  pregnant — a provoca- 
tion to  perseverance,  like  that  of  the  lascivious  lass 
in  Virgil — 

Malo  me  Galatea  petit,  lasciva  puella, 

Et  fugit  ad  salices,  et  se  cupit  ante  videri; 
and  so  has  it  been  understood  by  the  legislature  of 
Texas,  which  far  from  being  discouraged  by  this 
ostensible  rebuff  to  their  addresses,  have  after  full 
deliberation  resolved  not  to  withdraw  their  applica- 
tion. 

The  anti -slavery  petitions,  presented  at  the  late 
session  of  congress,  were  signed  by  not  less  than 
three  hundred  thousand  names.  One  would  have 
imagined  that  this  was  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
tranquilizing  of  the  composing  draughtof  Pinckney 
laudanum.  But  on  a motion  of  Mr.  Slade  of  Ver- 
mont, that  one  of  these  petitions  should  be  referred 
to  a select  committee  with  instruction  to  report  a 
bill  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
the  boiler  of  the  peculiar  institution  exploded.  Mr. 
Slade,  in  the  course  of  his  speech  to  support  this 
motion,  asked  emphatically  the  question — “ What 
is  slavery?” — and  he  defined  with  a master’s  hand— 
a compound  of  every  wrong  that  man  can  inflict 
upon  man. 

“They  heard  and  were  abash’d,  and  up  they  sprang 
Upon  the  wing.” 

They  deserted  their  seats  in  the  house,  they  hud- 
dled together  in  a committee  room,  sent  for  a rein- 
forcement of  slave  representing  members  of  the 
senate — publicly  notified  by  one  of  themselves,  in 
the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  the  adjournment  of  the  house,  a meeting  of 
members  from  the  slaveholding  slates,  and  there,  after 


two  stormy  sittings  of  this  mongrel  assembly  of 
senators  and  representatives,  they  chose  Mr.  Pat- 
ton of  Virginia  to  present  to  the  house,  w hat  he 
termed  a conciliatory  proposition,  and  after  a 
speech  laudatory  to  the  condescension  of  the  slave 
holders,  for  this  gentle  compromise  of  their  lights, 
to  foreclose  all  answer,  by  calling  for  the  previous 
question,  and  so  with  the  next  morning  hour  it  was 
executed.  The  rules  of  the  house  were  suspend- 
ed— the  conciliatory  proposition  was  presented — 
the  speech  of  proud  and  self-admiring  condescen- 
sion was  made  and  concluded  with  the  magnani- 
mous call  for  the  previous  question — and  the  pre- 
vious question  and  the  main  question,  the  concilia- 
tory proposition,  were  carried  without  allowing  one 
word  of  debate,  by  the  votes  of  representatives  ol 
northern  and  western  freemen,  palmed  upon  them 
by  the  slaveholding  conventicle,  to  which  they  had 
not  even  been  admitted! 

And  what  was  this  condescending  conciliatory 
proposition?  It  was  no  other  than  the  Pinckney 
sophoric,  which  in  eighteen  mouths  of  time,  had 
multiplied  the  anti-slavery  petitioners  from  twenty 
three  to  three  hundred  thousand.  Its  phraseology’ 
was  slightly  varied,  and  particularly  by  the  omission 
of  the  word  resolutions,  from  the  classes  of  papers 
to  be  laid  on  the  table,  but  the  word  papers  was  re- 
tained, and  the  exclusion  of  them  all  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  house  was  foitified  by  the  addition 
of  the  words  debated  and  read  to  be  printed  and  re- 
ferred, from  which  they  had  been  debairtd  by  the 
original  resolution  of  May,  1836. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  omission  of  the  word 
resolutions,  in  the  new  opiate  of  the  slave-folding 
doctors,  w as  intended  to  save  the  appearance  of  dis- 
respect to  the  legislature  of  the  states;  but  when  the 
resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Vermont  were  pre- 
sented, which  touched  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and 
the  buying,  selling,  and  transferring  of  slaves,  the 
speaker  decided,  that  as  they  were  rAPitns  they  must 
be  laid  on  the  table,  under  the  resolution  of  the  21st 
of  December,  IS37,  and  (hen  with  singular  incon- 
sistency, he  ordered  or  allowed  them  to  be  printed 
on  the  journal  of  the  house. 

And  thus  under  this  resolution  of  the  21st  of  De- 
cember, 1837,  the  petitions  of  three  hundred  thous- 
and citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  were,  without  be- 
ing debated,  printed,  read  or  referred,  laid  on  the 
table. 

But  as  the  petitions,  memorials  and  papers  touch- 
ing the  annexation  of  Texas  to  this  union,  were  not 
included  within  the  resolution  of  the  21st  of  Decem- 
ber, and  yet  as  they  came  into  very  close  contact 
with  the  abolition  oi  slavery,  and  the  buying,  selling, 
and  transferring  of  slaves,  a different  expedient  was 
found  necessary  in  dealing  with  them. 

On  the  13th  of  December,  the  first  day  of  the 
session  upon  which  petitions  were  received,  I pre- 
sented the  remonstrance  of  Nancy  Ripley  and  two 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  other  women  of  Plymouth, 
against  the' annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States 
and  moved  that  together  with  forty  other  petitions 
on  the  same  subject,  presented  by  me  on  that  day — 
one  hundred  and  ninety  similar  petitions  presented 
by  me  at  the  special  session — and  several  hundreds 
presented  by  my  colleagues  of  the  Massachusetts 
delegation,  including  about  fifty  thousand  petition- 
ers, should  be  referred  to  a select  committee  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  foreign  affaiis  imme- 
diately moved  the  reference  to  that  committee.  His 
motive  for  which  was  afterwards  fully  disclosed  by 
the  treatment  which  they  received  from  thecommit- 
tee  when  they  were  referred  to  them  by  (he  House. 
It  was  to  get  them  all  into  their  hands — to  keep  them 
all  till  the  close  of  the  session,  without  looking  into 
one  of  them,  and  then  by  a lumping  report  lay  them 
all  on  the  table.  This  was,  however,  then  done  by 
a shorter  process.  The  question  whether  they 
should  be  referred  to  a select  committee  or  to  the 
committee  of  foreign  affairs,  raised  a debate,  and 
was  postponed  to  the  ensuing  day,  w hen  all  the  pe- 
titions, memorials,  and  remonstrances,  and  both  the 
motions  for  commitment,  were  laid  on  the  table,  by- 
yeas  and  nays;  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
foreign  affairs  himself  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

I do  not  charge  this  as  among  the  evidences  of 
duplicity  on  the  part  of  the  administration,  and  cer- 
tainly not  on  that  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 
Duality  of  conduct  is  not  always  indicative  of  du- 
plicity of  purpose.  The  object  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,  in  moving  the  reference  of  the  anti- 
Texan  petitions  and  remonstrances  to  himself,  and 
his  recorded  vote  to  lay  his  own  motion  upon  the  ta- 
ble, had  obviously  one  and  the  same  object,  and  (hat 
was  the  suppression  of  all  discussion  upon  the  sub- 
ject in  the  house;  and  the  motive  for  this  desire  of 
suppression  could  be  no  other  than  the  affinity  be- 
tween the  anti-slavery  and  anti-Texan  memorials. — 
He  plainly  saw  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  intro- 
duce the  annexation  of  Texas  into  discussion,  with- 
out opening  the  whole  subject  of  slavery  and  of  abo- 


lition, and  he  wished  lo  build  a Chinese  wall  around 
Ibem  all. 

But,  although  lie  was  able  to  accomplish  this  by  a 
large  majority  at  that  early  stage  ol  the  session,  he 
was  not  able  to  cany  that  majority  with  l-tm  to  its 
close.  The  pioposal  for  the  anm  xution  of  Texas  to 
the  United  Stales,  foimally  made  by  the  peopled 
that  new  republic,  through  their  legislative  ar.d  ex- 
ecutive departments,  had  roused  the  atti  ntion  oi'  our 
state  legislatures.  Ten  or  more  ch  them,  among 
which  were  several  of  the  largest  slates  in  the  union, 
had  m act e j|  a subject  of  cai  neslly  ccntcsled  delibera- 
tion. Five  had  tic  dared  in  the  most  emphatic  trims 
their  utter  aversion  to  the  measure.  Two  more  had 
expressed  the  leelings  oh  their  people  in  language 
not  less  decisive. 

Four  had  passed  rcsrlulicns  favorable  to  tl  e con- 
nection, and  intently  bent  upon  its  consummation. 
Nor  had  they  scnipled  to  nuw  their  principal  in- 
centive to  this  new  union — thee  reinforcement  and. 
perpetuation  of  the  blessing  of  slaveiy.  Then  so- 
lutions of  two  cf  them,  Alabama  and  Tennessee, 
had  by  express  direction  been  communicated  to  Loth 
houses  ot  congress — both  contained  instructions  to 
their  senatois  and  representatives  to  promote  hy  all 
suitable  means  the  annexation,  and  those  of  Tennes- 
see an  express  proposition  of  that  measure.  Al- 
though the  resolutions  ol  South  Carolina  had  not 
been  communicated  lo  congress,  her  senators  and 
representatives  were  the  fleetest  in  the  race,  and  the 
most  arde  nt  in  the  love  chase  ler  Texas.  The  re- 
cent conveision  of  most  of  them  fiom  the  bitterest 
opposition  to  fervid  devotion  to  the  northern  admin- 
isliation  with  southern  piinciples  bad  given  them 
claims  lo  consideration  which  could  nut  he  overlook- 
ed. The  most  undaunted  champions  of  the  sub- 
treasury  in  the  house  were  thiee  numbers  lit  in 
South  Cniolina;  and  those  w ho  pe  rsisted  in  gential 
opposition  to  their  administration-,  sought  to  prc)  i- 
tiate  their  peace  at  home  by  outstripping  the  i e si  in 
burning  zeal  for  the  acquisition  of  Texas.  A reso- 
lution directly  to  that  cl'. eel  was  dieted  by  Mr. 
Preston  in  the  senate,  readily  entertained  by  that 
boely,  and  supported  by  ail  the  eloquence  lor  which 
that  gentleman  is  so  eminently  distinguished.  In 
the  house,  tire  same  resolution  ollered  by  Mr.  Wad- 
dy  Thompson,  was  at  first  warily  discaided,  but  he 
and  all  his  colleagues  insisted  persevering!}  upon  the 
discussion.  The  members  from  Alabama  and  Ten- 
nessee, unanimous  for  (he  gag,  upon  all  papers, 
“touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buy  ing, 
selling,  or  transferring  of  slaves,”  still  panted  for  a 
discussion  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas. — 
The  majority  for  the  suppression  of  the  freedom  of 
debate  was  thus  throughout  the  session  dwindling 
into  a minority,  so  far  as  concerned  the  annexation 
of  Texas.  The  slavehohling  poi lion  of  the  com- 
mittee of  foieign  allairs  were  left  in  the  lurch;  tile 
Demosthenes  of  previous  questions  and  the  Cicero 
of  layings  on  the  table  were  outvoted,  as  had  been 
previously  settled  out  of  the  house.  It  had  been 
promised  to  one  of  the  South  Carolina  membeis  and 
he  had  given  me  notice  of  it  a week  or  ten  days  be- 
fore the  report  of  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs 
was  presented. 

The  occasion  for  the  discussion  was  given  by  that 
report.  The  committee  had  never  looked  into  cue 
of  the  resolutions  of  the  state  legislatures,  or  of  the 
multitudes  of  petitions  memorials,  and  remon- 
strances which  had  been  referred  to  them  by  the 
house.  They  had  not  even  taken  them  into  consi- 
deration, and  their  report  lo  lay  liiem  ail  on  the  ta- 
ble revealed  the  purpose  for  which  1 he  chaiiman  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session  had  urged  tl.e 
reference  of  them  to  that  committee. 

The  discussion  was  opened  by  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Cushing,  a member  of  the  minority  of  the  committee 
to  re-commit  the  report  with  instructions.  Mr 
Thompson,  of  South  C'aiolina,  moved  an  amendment 
lo  the  instructions,  and  I moved  an  amendment  to 
that  amendment,  which  put  me  in  | ossession  of  the 
floor.  A call  (or  the  previous  question,  and  a motion 
to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  were  voted 
down  by  the  majority  of  the  house,  and  the  door  of 
free  debate  thrice  closed  in  three  successive  years, 
in  the  representatives’  hall  of  the  American  people, 
was  unlocked  and  opened  to  the  v oice  of  freedom; 
God  grant,  never  to  be  closed  again. 

By  the  rules  lor  the  transaction  of  business  in  (lie 
house,  the  debate  was  confined  to  (lie  first  hour  of 
the  morning,  after  the  reading  of  the  journal.  In 
courtesy  to  many  of  the  members  who  had  occa- 
sional motions  of  urgency  to  make,  I yielded  from 
day  to  day’  parts  of  this  morning  hour  to  which  I 
was  entitled,  but  no  such  indulgence  was  extended 
to  me.  The  expiration  of  the  hour  was  watched 
with  the  impatience  of  a lover  waiting  the  appointed 
time,  and  the  tick  of  the  clock  was  the  signal  to  the 
call  for  the  orders  of  the  day.  Once  only  I request- 
ed the  favor  of  five  minutes  to  finish  the  reading  of 
a paper — it  was  tacitly  granted,  but  soon  vvitbdiawn 
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by  another  call  for  the  orders,  and  I was  turned  over 
to  another  day  to  finish  the  reading  oi'  the  paper. 

As  the  close  of’  the  session  drew  near,  the  three 
slave-holding  members  of  the  committee,  with  whom 
I had  taken  issue  on  the  duties  of  the  committee  and 
of  the  house  to  petitioners,  and  the  right  of  petition, 
as  exercised  by  men  or  women,  became  very  earnest 
for  an  opportunity  to  answer  me.  Several  of  the 
other  members  from  South  Carolina  inanilested  the 
same  desire.  I was  scarcely  less  anxious  than  them- 
selves that  the  free  people  throughout  this  union  and 
the  friends  of  freedom  throughout  the  civilized 
world,  should  be  favored  with  the  full  development 
of  their  principles.  I wished  especially  that  the 
tenets  of  the  new  school  of  servile  philosophy,  ca- 
sually disclosed  at  one  of  the  interruptions  to  which 
] was  incessantly  subjected,  should  be  more  expli- 
citly avowed  and  more  thoroughly  unfolded.  The 
patriarchal  theory  of  sir  Robert  Filiner  and  the  le- 
viathan of  Hobbes,  are  not  more  abhorrent  to  the 
doctrines  of  Algernon  Sidney  and  John  Locke,  than 
these  slave-begotten  theories  of  the  rights  of  man 
to  the  self  evident  truths  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. But  on  the  23d  of  June,  immediately 
after  arresting  me  in  the  midst  of  my  discourse,  and 
confirming  the  decision  of  the  speaker  that  I was 
out  of  order  for  irrelevancy,  those  gentlemen  them- 
selves had  precipitated  a decision  of  the  house  to 
adjourn  on  the  9th  of  July  instead  of  one  week 
later,  upon  the  purpose  avowed  by  the  mover  of  the 
decision  to  abridge  the  time  of  the  debate  upon 
which  I had  possession  of  the  floor.  They  now  had 
opportunity  to  meditate  upon  the  consequences  of 
their  system  of  suppression  of  all  freedebate  in  the 
house.  Whether  they  will  return  to  it  again  at  the 
ensuing  session  of,  congress  will  be  lor  themselves 
to  determine.  They  may  close  the  doors  of  the 
house  again  upon  free  debates,  if  they  please,  for 
another  southern  conventicle  would  have  the  same 
obsequious  band  of  northern  men  with  southern 
principles,  in  obedience  to  the  usages  nl  the  part}', 
to  quibble  away  with  equal  complacency  to  them, 
the  freedom  of  speech  in  the  house,  and  the  right  of 
their  constituents  to  petition. 

My  successive  addresses  to  the  house,  on  the  frag- 
ments of  the  morning  hour,  from  the  13th  of  June, 
when  the  report  of  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs 
was  presented,  till  the  7th  of  July,  the  last  morning 
hour  of  the  session,  were  reported  alternately  for 
the  National  Intelligencer,  by  Mr,  Stansbury  and 
W.  F.  Otis,  two  of  the  most  correct  reporters  ever 
admitted  to  the  hall.  But  in  the  hurry  of  business, 
there  was  some  transposition  both  of  the  order  of 
time  and  of  certain  documents  commented  upon  by 
me  in  the  debate,  which  broke  the  links  of  connec- 
tion between  the  several  parts  of  my  discourse,  and 
threw  its  complicated,  but  not  dislocated  argument, 
into  such  confusion  that  no  reader  could,  as  it  was 
published,  disentangle  its  unbroken  thread. 

Desirous  that  you,  my  constituents,  should  be  fully 
informed  of  the  manner  in  which  I have  fulfilled  to 
the  best  of  my  ability  the  request  of  your  conven- 
tion of  delegates,  for  my  co-operation  to  promote  the 
views  exhibited  in  their  resolutions  of  the  23d  of 
August  last,  I have  caused  to  be  re-published  in  a 
pamphlet  the  whole  debate  upon  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  foreign  affairs  on  the  resolutions,  pe- 
titions, memorials,  and  remonstrances,  relating  to  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  this  union.  I propose  to 
send  a copv  of  this  pamphlet  to  one  or  more  persons 
in  every  town  of  this  congressional  district,  and 
should  be  glad,  if  it  were  in  my  power,  to  send  one 
to  every  citizen  of  the  district.  I wish  them,  and 
the  people  of  this  whole  commonwealth,  and  all  the 
petitions  and  remonstrants  against  the  annexation  to 
be  apprised,  that  although  that  mo;t  pernicious  mea- 
suie  has  been  for  the  present  averted,  and  although 
the  instigations  to  war  with  Mexico,  by  two  succes- 
sive presidents  of  the  United  States,  have  hitherto 
proved  abortive,  it  may  yet  require  all  your  vigi- 
lance, and  all  your  lawful  energies,  eventually,  to 
baffle  and  defeat  the  most  insidious  and  profligate 
project  of  war  and  conquest,  for  the  propagation  and 
perpetuation  of  slavery  that  ever  disgraced  any 
country. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Quincy , 13/A  August,  1838. 

CIRCULAR  TO  COLLECTORS,  NAVAL  OF- 
FICERS, AND  SURVEYORS. 

Treasury  department. 

First  Comptroller’s  office,  August  17,  1838. 

Sin:  In  accordance  with  the  rule  uniformly  ob- 
served by  this  office,  I have  herewith  to  transmit, 
for  your  information  and  government,  a set  of  the 
pamphlet  law's  passed  during  the  late  session  of 
congress,  1837 — 8. 

In  the  examination  I have  been  enabled  to  be- 
stow upon  them,  the  laws  enumerated  below’ appear 
more  directly  to  relate  and  aifect  the  important  in- 
terests confided  to  your  immediate  management; 


and  certain  of  them  having  been  made  the  subject 
of  special  instructions,  while  the  rest  are  sufficiently 
clear  in  their  provfaioqs,  I have  only  at  this  time  to 
require  that  they  may  be  duly  complied  with  and 
enforced,  with  the  understanding  that  if  any  ques- 
tion shall  arise  in  their  execution,  it  will  be  proper 
for  you  to  communicate  with  the  department  in  re- 
lation to  it. 

1.  An  act  concerning  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes — Approved  March  10,  1838. 

2.  An  act  concerning  the  port  of  Baltimore — Ap- 
proved March  19,  1837. 

3.  An  act  repealing  certain  provisions  in  the  act 
of  July  14,1832 — Approved  May  31,  1838. 

4.  An  act  concerning  duty  bonds — Approved 
June  12,  1838. 

5.  An  act  concerning  the  existing  blockade  of 
the  ports  of  Mexico — Approved  July  5,  1838. 

6.  An  act  modifying  the  deposite  act  of  June  23, 
1836 — Approved  July  5,  1838. 

7.  An  act  concerning  coal  used  in  the  navigation 
of  vessels  by  steam — Approved  July  7,  1838. 

8.  An  act  concerning  the  security  of  the  lives  of 
persons  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or 
in  part  by  steam — Approved  July  7,  1838. 

9.  An  act  concerning  the  importation  of  iron 
steamboats — Approved  July  7, 1838. 

Information  having  been  received  by  this  depart- 
ment, of  extensive  frauds  practised  in  one  of  the 
principal  ports  of  the  United  States,  injurious  in 
their  effects  to  the  public  interests,  and  those  of  the 
honest  trader,  with  a view  to  the  future  security  of 
the  revenue  from  similar  attempts,  while  a just  pro- 
portion is  afforded  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
fair  merchant,  it  is  strictly  enjoined  upon  all  the 
officers  of  the  customs  to  execute  the  utmost  vigi- 
lance in  exercising  their  duties  under  the  laws  and 
the  instructions  of  the  department.  The  collectors 
at  the  several  ports  will  see  that,  in  each  case  of 
importation  of  goods  from  abroad,  a sufficient  num- 
ber ol  packages  out  of  each  invoice  is  sent  for  ex- 
amination to  the  appraisers,  who,  on  their  part,  will 
be  equally  careful  that  such  an  examination  is  had 
as  will  enable  them  to  arrive  at  a just  conclusion  as 
to  the  true  character  and  value  of  the  goods. 

In  the  course  of  an  anxious  consideration  of  the 
means  of  preventing  the  repetition  of  the  illicit 
proceedings  referred  to,  and  to  establish  uniformity 
of  practice  in  the  several  collection  districts,  this 
office  has  inquired  into  the  practice  prevailing  at 
the  principal  ports,  and  has  carefully  reviewed  the 
opinions  previously  expressed  in  special  cases  as 
they  occurred,  in  reference  to  the  construction  to 
be  given  to  the  several  acts  of  congress  imposing 
duties.  As,  from  this  investigation,  it  is  believed, 
that,  in  some  instances,  decisions  have  been  found- 
ed upon  erroneous  statements  as  to  the  matter  of 
fact  essentially  connected  with  the  question  sub- 
mitted, it  is  therefore  expected  that,  in  all  future 
disputed  cases  connected  with  the  revenue,  the 
statements  of  persons  interested  in  the  decision  of 
questions  submitted  to  this  office,  will  be  transmit- 
ted through  the  proper  medium  of  the  collector  of 
the  customs,  and  will  be  accompanied  by  his  official 
explanations,  and,  when  necessary,  the  reports  of 
the  appraisers. 

The  several  descriptions  of  merchandise  enu- 
merated in  the  subjoined  list  having,  during  its  ex- 
amination, been  brought  under  the  special  notice  of 
this  office,  many  of  them  as  subjects  of  much  di- 
versity of  opinion  and  conflicting  decisions,  it  is 
deemed  expedient  that  its  views  should  be  now 
given  as  to  their  true  character  and  classification, 
and  consequent  approm  iate  rate  of  duty,  when  any 
is  imposed,  under  the  laws. 

Of  silk.  Tn  discriminating  between  the  mer- 
chandise classed  under  this  head  which  is  still  liable 
to  duly,  and  that  exempted  by  the  law,  it  is  obvi- 
ously proper  and  necessary  to  refer,  in  connection 
with  the  act  of  March  2,  1833,  to  former  revenue 
laws,  arid  more  especially  to  the  act  of  14th  July, 
1832.  By  this  act  a duty  of  five  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  is  imposed  on  all  manufactures  of  silk,  or 
of  which  silk  is  the  component  material  of  chief 
value,  coining  from  this  side  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  excepting  sewing  silk.  This  clause  is,  in- 
deed, repealed  by  (he  act  of  2d  March,  1833,  and 
the  manufactures  of  silk  here  alluded  to,  are  ex- 
empted from  duty;  but  the  act  of  1832,  in  levying 
a duty  of  five  per  centum  upon  this  description  of 
silk,  at  the  same  time  imposes  various  other  and 
higher  rates  of  duty  upon  several  articles  of  mer- 
chandise, of  whatever  material  composed,  among 
which  are  millinery,  hosiery  and  ready-made  clothing. 
These  articles,  therefore,  and  all  others,  without 
reference  to  component  materials,  on  which,  by 
their  mercantile  name,  appellation,  or  description, 
congress  has  imposed  certain  duties,  are  to  pay  the 
duties  so  specified,  while  all  other  manufactures  of 
silk,  or  of  which  silk  is  the  component  material  of 
chief  value,  coming  from  this  side  the  Cape  of 


Good  Hope,  except  sewing  silk,  are  exempt  from 
duty. 

Among  the  articles  excepted  by  congress  from  the 
general  classification  of  silk  exempt  from  duty,  are 
the  following: 

Saving  silk;  under  which  general  term  is  in- 
cluded silk  twist. 

Umbrellas  and  parasols,  of  whatever  material 
composed;  by.the  act  of  14th  July,  1832,  chargi  d 
with  a duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent. 

Silk  warp  flannels,  comprehended  in  the  general 
term  flannels;  by  the  act  of  14th  July,  1832,  liable 
to  a duty  of  sixteen  cents  per  square  yard. 

Lace  veils,  and  lace  shawls  or  shades;  by  acts  of 
27th  April,  1816,  and  22d  May,  1824,  charged  with 
duty  of  twelve  and  a half  per  centum. 

Ornaments  for  head  dress,  caps  for  women  and 
millinery  of  all  kinds,  oi  whatever  material  composed; 
by  act  of  14th  July,  1832,  liable  to  a duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  centum. 

In  this  classification  are  included  hats,  bonnets, 
chemisettes,  aprons,  mantillas,  shawls  (of  silk,) 
pelerines,  collars,  capes,  cuffs,  braids,  (made  up  by 
hand,)  and  generally  all  articles  made  up  and  known 
as  millinery. 

Ready -made clothing,  without  reference  to  material, 
being,  by  the  act  of  14th  July,  1832,  subjected  to 
a duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  all  articles 
composed  wholly  or  in  part  of  silk,  if  made  up  as 
clothing  and  properly  coming  under  the  appellation 
used  in  the  law,  are  liable  to  that  duty;  but  care 
should  be  taken  not  to  include  in  the  term  ready- 
made clothing,  articles  which  properly  fall  under  the 
classification  of  hosiery  or  millinery. 

Under  this  head  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that 
a judicial  decision  has  declared  silk  drawers  and 
shirts  to  be  exempt  from  duty  . That  decision  took 
place  in  (he  New  York  circuit;  and  as  the  attorney 
of  the  United  States  did  not  lake  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  there  remains  no  other  course  to  adopt  than 
to  refer  the  question  to  congress,  or  to  continue  to 
charge  the  duty,  and  by  that  means  to  have  the 
question  carried  up  to  the  supreme  court  for  final 
adjudication.  Upon  a full  consideration,  it  is  deemed 
best  to  adopt  the  former  course,  and  leave  to  con- 
gress the  disposition  of  the  question. 

Of  woollens.  The  act  of  July  14,  1832,  im- 
poses a duty  ol  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  on 
merino  shawls  made  of  wool,  and  on  all  other  manu- 
factures of  wool,  or  of  w hich  wool  is  a component 
part,  with  the  exceptions  which  follow,  viz: 

Mits,  gloves,  bindings,  hosiery,  charged  with 
twenty-five  per  centum;  carpets  and  carpeting, 
twenty-five  per  centum,  except  Brussels,  Wilton, 
and  treble  ingrained  carpeting,  charged  with  a duty 
if  sixty-three  cents  per  square  yard,  and  all  other 
ingrained  and  Venetian  carpeting,  charged  with  a 
duty  of  thirty-five  cents  per  square  yard;  blankets, 
charged  with  a duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum, 
except  blankets  the  value  whereof,  at  the  place 
from  whence  exported,  shall  not  exceed  seventy- 
five  cents  each,  which  are  charged  with  a duty  of 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Flannels,  bookings,  and  baizes,  sixteen  cents  the 
square  yard;  coach  lace,  thirty-five  per  centum  ad 
valorem.  Woolltn  yarn,  four  cents  per  pound,  and 
fifty  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Rugs  of  wool  and  carpet  bags,  liable,  as  manufac- 
tures of  wool,  to  the  duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad 
valorem. 

By  the  act  of  2d  March,  1833,  worsted  stuff  goods 
are  declared  to  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  duty 
until  the  30th  of  June,  1842,  together  with  shawls 
arid  other  manufactures  of  silk  and  worsted. 

In  the  W’ell  understood  language  of  trade,  the 
term  “worsted  stuff’  gooods”  is  known  to  apply 
exclusively  to  goods  in  the  piece,  of  worsted  stuff; 
which  description  of  goods,  therefore,  together  with 
shawls  and  all  other  manufactures  of  silk  and 
worsted,  are  exempt  from  the  payment  of  duty. 

Worsted  yarn,  by  the  act  of  14th  July,  1832,  is 
charged  with  a duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ?.d 
valorem.  All  manufactures  of  combed  wool,  equal- 
ly with  carded  wool,  when  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  are  in  the  opinion  of  this  office,  liable  by  law  to 
a duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  as  plush, 
w hen  composed  of  combed  wool.  When  any  por- 
tion of  cotton  enters  into  a manufacture  with  worst- 
ed, the  article  pays  the  duty  charegable  on  cotton. 

Camlets,  shawls  and  suspenders,  of  combed  w ool 
and  cotton,  in  conformity  with  decisions  of  the 
courts  of  Hie  United  States,  are  not  chargeable  with 
the  woollens  bu 1 1 he  cof/ons  duty,  mits, gloves  and  bind- 
ings, being  specifically  mentioned  in  the  act  of  July 
14,  1832,  as  subject  to  a duty  of  twenty-five  per 
centum  ad  valorem,  that  rate  of  duty  only  has  been 
decided  to  he  chargeable  on  the  articles  specified, 
of  whatever  materials  they  may  be  composed. 

Hosiery  is  also  placed,  by  the  provisions  of  the 
same  act,  under  the  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum. 
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with  no  more  reference  to  material,  and  therefore 
can  no  more  be  charged  with  other  duty,  whatever 
may  be  the  character  of  its  component  materials. 

Of  cotton.  A duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum 
is  chargeable  on  all  manufactures  of  cotton,  or  of 
which  cotton  is  a component  part,  except  where 
wool  is  also  a component  part,  when  they  become 
liable  to  the  duty  on  woollens;  unless  in  case  where 
silk  is  the  component  material  of  chief  value,  when 
the  manufacture,  if  neither  millinery,  hosiery,  nor 
ready-made  clothing,  nor  otherwise  specially  ex- 
cepted, is  exempt  from  duty. 

Of  linens.  By  the  act  of  July  14,  1S32,  a 
duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem  is  im- 
posed upon  all  manufactures  of  hemp  or  flax,  ex- 
cept yarn,  and  cordage  tarred  and  untarred,  tick- 
lenburgs,  osnaburgs,  and  burlaps,  not  otherwise 
specified. 

The  act  of  March  3d,  1S33,  declares  that  bleach- 
ed and  unbleached  linens,  table  linen,  linen  napkins 
and  linen  cambrics  shall  be  exempted  from  duty. 

Frequent  difficulties  have  arisen  as  to  the  true 
construction  of  those  acts,  and  in  the  discrimination 
necessary  in  many  instances  to  be  made;  and  the 
department  is  incessantly  appealed  to  for  its  deci- 
sion upon  points  disputed.  In  the  circular  dated 
the  12th  August,  1833,  an  effort  is  made  to  aid  the 
officers  of  the  customs' in  this  discrimination,  by 
the  enumeration  and  classification  of  a number  of 
articles,  closing  with  the  comprehensive  rule  that, 
“generally,  all  plain  flaxen  cloth,  not  colored,  stain- 
ed, dyed,  striped,  or  checked,”  are  to  be  classed  as 
“linens,  bleached  and  unbleached.”  There  still 
may  remain  a variety  of  manufactures  of  hemp  or 
flax,  that  have  received  as  yet  no  definite  classifica- 
tion. Should  any  case  of  this  nature  be  presented, 
in  which  the  officers  of  the  customs  may  feel  at  a 
loss  to  determine  upon  the  character  of  the  articles, 
they  will  transmit  to  this  office,  for  its  decision,  a 
sample  of  the  goods,  accompanied  by  a report  of  the 
appraisers,  after  a thorough  examination  of  the  fab- 
ric. 

All  manufactures  of  hemp  or  flax,  other  than 
those  before  mentioned,  are  liable  to  a duty  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  unless  otherwise 
specified;  as  cotton  bagging,  charged  with  a duty  of 
three  and  a half  cents  per  square  yard,  without  re- 
gard to  the  weight  or  width  of  the  article;  twilled 
sacking,  and  all  other  similar  fabrics,  used  as  cot- 
ton bagging,  are  liable  to  the  same  duty. 

Linen,  although  colored,  when  only  a compo- 
nent part  of  a manufacture,  is  not  chargeable  with 
duty. 

In  the  examination  of  goods  imported  as  linens 
bleached  or  unbleached,  the  proper  officers  are  re- 
ferred to  the  instructions  heretofore  given  by  this 
office,  in  relation  to  the  alleged  occasional  admix- 
ture of  cotton  with  those  fabrics. 

The  following  decisions  of  this  office  are  added 
for  your  information. 

Sand  crucibles,  chargeable  as  stone  ware,  with 
twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Cast  steel  sheets  or  plates,  of  whatever  form, 
chargeable  with  the  duty  of  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  per  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  as 
“steel.” 

Corbonate  of  soda,  chargeable  with  the  duty  of 
fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem,  only  when  similar 
to  the  article  known  and  vended  by  that  name. 

Pearl  barley  not  considered  the  article  known  in 
commerce  under  the  appellation  of  ‘ barley,”  and 
therefore  exempt  from  duty  as  a non-enumerated 
article. 

It  is  represented  to  this  department,  that  attempts 
have  recently  been  made  in  some  of  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  to  evade  the  duties  on  refined  loaf 
and  lump  sugar,  by  crushing  or  reducing  them  to 
powder,  and  in  that  state  introducing  them  as  while 
Havana,  or  clayed  Cuba  sugar.  The  officers  of  the 
customs  are  enjoined  to  give  a vigilant  attention  to 
importations  of  sugars  of  the  descriptions  alluded  to, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  charged  with  the  appro- 
priate duty;  or,  if  there  be  reason  to  believe  that 
fraud  is  intended,  that  the  article  may  be  libelled 
and  made  the  subject  of  judicial  investigation. 

Respectfully, 

J.  M.  BARKER,  comptroller. 


PUBLIC  LANDS. 

CIRCULAR  TO  REGISTERS  AND  RECEIVERS  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  LAND  OFFICES. 

General  land  office,  July  3,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  Annexed  is  the  copy  of  an  act  of 
congress,  approved  June  22,  1838,  entitled  “an  act 
to  giant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,”  which  revives  for  two  years,  W'ith  seve- 
ral modifications,  an  act  similarly  entitled,  approv- 
ed May  29,  1830,  a copy  of  which  is  also  annexed. 

I have  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the  seve- 
ral provisions  of  this  law,  and  enjoin  a strict  ob- 
servance of  the  rules  hereinafter  stated. 


The  individual  claiming  the  “benefits  and  privi- 
leges” of  this  act,  must  have  been — 

First.  An  “actual  settler”  of  the  land  sought  to 
be  entered. 

Second.  Either  “the  head  of  a family,”  or  “over 
twenty-one  years  of  age.” 

Third.  A housekeeper,  and  in  possession,  by 
personal  residence  thereon, on  the  22d  day  of  June, 
1838,  and  for  four  months  next  preceding,  which 
term  commenced  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  1838. 

A person  failing  in  any  one  of  the  above  requi- 
sites, can  have  no  claim  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

A person  bringing  himself  within  each  of  the 
above  requirements,  by  proof  satisfactory  to  the 
register  and  receiver  of  the  land  district  in  which 
the  lands  may  lie,  taken  pursuant  to  the  rules 
hereinafter  prescribed,  will,  after  having  filed  the 
affidavit  required  by  the  act,  be  entitled  to  all  the 
benefits  and  privileges  of  the  act  approved  May 
29,  1830,  and  may  avail  himself  of  the  same  at  any 
time  prior  to  June  22,  1840,  unless  the  land  shall 
be  proclaimed  for  sale  in  the  mean  time:  in  which 
case,  the  proof  and  entry  must  be  made  before  the 
day  of  the  commencement  of  such  sale,  or  the 
right  will  be  forfeited. 

Where  two  or  more  persons  may  prove  them- 
selves entitled  to  the  same  quarter  section  agreea- 
bly to  the  rules  hereinafter  piescribed,  each  is  en- 
titled to  an  equal  interest  in  the  same,  and  the  re- 
ceipt and  certificate  should  issue  to  them  jointly, 
each  having  first  made  proof  and  filed  an  affidavit, 
as  is  required  of  an  individual  settler,  and  paid  his 
proportion  of  the  purchase  money.  No  additional 
land  is  granted.  The  act  expressly  excludes  what 
are  commonly  called  ‘ -foaling  rights.” 

The  “benefits  and  privileges  of  the  act  of  May 
29,  1830,  as  revived  and  continued  by  the  present 
act,  entitle  a pre-emptor  to  enter  at  the  minimum 
price,  to  include  the  improvements,  legal  subdivi- 
sions, of  some  one  of  the  following  designations: 
First.  A regular  quarter  section,  notwithstand- 
ing its  quantity,  may  be  a few  acres  more  or  less 
than  one  hundred  and  sixty,  or,  a quarter  section, 
which,  though  fractional  in  quantity  by  the  passage 
of  a navigable  stream  through  the  same,  is  still 
bounded  by  regular  sectional  and  quarter  sectional 
lines. 

Second.  A fractional  section  containing  not  over 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  or  any  tract  being  a 
detached  or  anomalous  survey  made  pursuant  to 
law,  and  not  exceeding  said  quantity. 

Third.  Two  adjoining  halt’ quarter  sections,  (in 
all  cases,  except  on  the  north  side  of  townships,  to 
be  separated  by  a north  and  south  line,)  of  the 
regular  quarters  mentioned  in  the  first  designation; 
or,  two  adjoining  eighty  acre  subdivisions  of  the 
irregular  quarters  found  on  the  north  and  west 
sides  of  townships,  where  more  than  tw  o such  sub- 
divisions exist,  or  the  excess  may  render  them  ne- 
cessary, provided,  in  the  latter  case,  the  aggregate 
quantity  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres. 

Fourth.  Two  half  quarter  or  eighty  acre  subdi- 
visions of  a fractional  or  broken  section,  adjoining 
each  other,  the  aggregate  quantity  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

Fifth.  A regular  half  quarter  and  an  adjoining 
fractional  section,  or  an  adjoining  half  quarter  sub- 
division of  a fractional  section,  the  aggregate  quan- 
tity not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

Sixth.  If  the  pre-emptor  should  not  wish  to  en- 
ter the  quantity  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
he  may  enter  a single  half  quarter  section,  (made 
by  a north  and  south  line,)  or  an  eighty  acre  sub- 
division of  a fractional  section. 

Seventh.  One  or  more  adjoining  residuary  forty 
acre  lots  may  be  entered,  the  aggregate  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  These  lots  can 
only  be  called  “ residuary ,”  after  the  sale  of  the 
other  portions  of  the  same  quarter  section  or  frac- 
tional quarter  section,  pursuant  to  the  act  approv- 
ed April  5,  1832,  authorising  such  minor  subdivi- 
sions. 

Eighth.  A regular  half  quarter,  a half  quarter 
subdivision,  or  a fractional  section,  may  each  be 
taken  with  one  or  more  residuary  forty  acre  subdi- 
visions lying  adjoining;  the  aggregate  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

In  the  Palmyra  district,  in  the  state  of  Missouri, 
the  fractions  heretofore  reserved  in  consequence  of 
filing  a French  or  Spanish  claim,  and  which  are 
found  not  included  in  such  claim,  are  liable  to  be 
entered  under  this  act.  For  those  entries  the  fore- 
going rules  will  be  the  guide.  The  register  and 
receiver  will  permit  no  entry  of  such  fraction  until 
after  the  location  and  survey  of  the  adjoining  pri- 
vate claim  shall  have  been  made  and  finally  ap- 
proved, and  the  lines  thereof,  connected  with  the 
lines  of  the  surveys  of  the  adjacent  public  lands, 
on  the  official  township  plats. 


Sundry  descriptions  of  land  which  are  exempted  from 
the  operation  of  this  act,  viz: 

First.  Lands  which  have  been  reserved  for  the  use 
of  the  United  Stutcs,  or  either  of  the  several  stales. 

This  description  includes  the  sites  of  many  light- 
houses, fortifications,  military  posts,  &.c.  &.c.  which 
have,  in  general,  been  reserved  by  the  commission- 
er of  the  general  land  office,  at  the  instance  of 
some  one  of  the  heads  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments. 

Second.  Lands  reserved  from  sule  by  act  of  con- 
gress. 

This  class  includes  canal  lands,  school  lands, 
lands  to  which  a Spanish,  French,  or  British  claim 
was  duly  filed,  and  which  claim  has  not  received 
the  final  action  of  congress;  lands  reserved  for  na- 
val purposes,  lead  mines,  salt  springs,  &c. 

Third.  Lands  reserved,  from  sale  by  order  of  the 
president. 

Fourth.  Lands  which  may  have  been  appropriated 
for  any  purpose  whatsoever. 

This  includes  all  lands  which  any  act  of  congress 
has  set  apart  for,  or  directed  to  be  applied  to,  any 
particular  purpose,  and  all  lands  which,  by  any 
public  treaty,  whether  with  Indians  or  a civilized 
nation,  have  been  either  temporarily  or  permanent  ly 
disposed  of — such  as  grants  to  a slate,  for  roads,  ca- 
nals, &c.;  grants  to  Indians  of  a life  estate;  estates 
in  fee  simple;  or  grants  of  the  exclusive  and  un- 
disturbed use  to  tribes  of  Indians  for  a term  of 
years,  for  the  purposes  of  residence,  hunting,  or 
fishing,  &c.  &c.  These  are  the  restrictions  imposed 
by  the  1st  and  4th  sections  of  the  act  of  May  29,1830. 

Fifth.  Lunds  to  which  the  right  of  pre-emption 
is  claimed,  in  consequence  of  any  settlement  or  im- 
provement made  before  the  extinguishment  of  the  In- 
dian title  thereto.  This  is  to  be  so  construed  as  not 
to  exempt  lands  from  the  operation  of  this  act,  the 
Indian  title  to  which  was  extinguished  for  four 
months  immediately  previous  to  the  passage  of  the 
law. 

If  any  doubt  arises  in  the  application  of  this  in- 
struction, let  the  case  be  specially  stated  to  the  ge- 
neral land  office,  and  supplemental  instructions  will 
be  given. 

Sixth.  Lands  acquired  by  treaty  with  the  Miami 
tribe  of  Indians,  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  of  the  ratifi- 
cation of  which,  proclamation  was  made  December 
22,  1837. 

Seventh.  Lands  included  within  the  location  of 
any  incorporated  town.  This  restriction  is  surh, 
that,  if  any  part  of  a legal  subdivision  fall  within 
the  limits  of  the  corporation,  the  whole  tract  is  ex- 
empt, because  the  act  of  29th  May,  1S30,  only  au- 
thorised entries  to  be  made  by  such  legal  subdivi- 
sions as  were  recognized  by  the  then  existing  laws. 

Eighth.  Lands,  surveyed  or  otherwise,  which  have 
been  actually  selected  as  sites  for  ci/ies  or  towns,  lot- 
ted into  smaller  quantities  ihan  eighty  acres,  and  set- 
tled upon  and  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  and 
not  for  agricultural  cultivation  or  improvement. 

This  description  includes  those  tracts  which  set- 
tlers have  selected  with  a view  of  building  thereon 
a village  or  city. 

Ninth.  Lands  specially  occupied  or  reserved  for 
town  lots  or  other  purposes,  by  authority  of  the  United. 
Slates.  This  includes  any  land  that  may  be  spe- 
cially occupied  by  the  army,  or  any  public  officer, 
where  no  reservation  has  yet  been  directed,  either 
by  law,  the  order  of  the  president,  or  act  of  the 
commissioner.  Also,  all  informal  reservations  for 
town  lots,  Stc.  directed  by  the  commissioner  or 
other  agent  of  the  United  States,  the  formal  ap- 
proval of  which  has  not  yet  been  spi veil  by  the  pre- 
sident; also,  such  selections  for  naval  and  military 
purposes,  marine  hospitals,  See.  & c.  which  agents 
may  have  made,  and  which  await  the  approval  of 
the  president,  or  some  other  action,  in  order  to  ren- 
der them  lepal. 

Tenth.  Selections  which  have  been,  or  hereafter 
may  be  made,  by  any  state,  under  existing  laws  of 
the  United  Slates,  for  the  purpose  of  education,  the 
use  of  sail  springs,  or  for  any  other  purpose.  This 
provision  of  the  act  postpones  the  right  of  the  set- 
tler to  those  offers  which  the  existing  laws  have 
made  to  the  state  in  which  he  may  live,  ft 
may  happen,  that,  after  yon  have  allow  ed  an  entry 
of  a bona  fide  claim,  the  title  will  be  defeated  by  a 
state  selection  that  “may  be  made”  for  a seat  of  jus- 
tice, in  lieu  of  section  16,  or  for  some  one  of  the 
numerous  objects  now'  authorised  by  sundry  laws. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  state  authorities  will  so 
much  respect  the  rights  of  the  settlers,  as  to  avoid 
all  unnecessary  interference.  Should  an  occurrence 
of  the  kind  happen,  you  will  immediately  notify 
this  office  of  the  fact,  so  that  a prompt  order  may 
be  given  for  refunding  the  purchase  money,  as  it 
will  be  the  only  redress  the  department  can  give. 

Eleventh.  Lands  reserved  to  any  Choctaw,  under 
the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  cannot  be  entered 
or  sold  under  this  or  any  other  act  of  congress. 
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This  includes  what  are  called  contingent  loca- 
tions, made  by  col.  George  W.  Martin,  and  other 
locating  agents. 

All  assignments,  sales,  and  contracts  for  assign- 
ments, or  sales  prior  to  an  entry,  are  prohibited,  and 
destroy  any  right  which  a settler  might  otherwise 
have  had. 

Persons  claiming  the  benefits  of  this  act  are  re- 
quired to  file  an  affidavit,  as  therein  prescribed,  and 
to  furnish  proof,  by  one  or  more  disinterested  wit- 
nesses, to  your  entire  satisfaction,  of  the  facts  ne- 
cessary to  establish  the  pre-emption  right.  The 
witnesses  are  to  be  first  duly  sworn  or  affirmed  to 
speak  the  truth  and  the  whole  truth,  touching  the 
subject  of  inquiry,  by  some  officer  competent  to 
administer  oaths  and  affirmations;  and,  if  not  too 
inconvenient,  by  reason  of  distance  of  residence 
from  your  office,  or  other  good  cause,  must  be  ex- 
amined by  you,  and  the  testimony  reduced  to  writ- 
ing in  your  presence,  and  signed  by  each  witness, 
and  certified  by  the  officer  administering  the  oath 
or  affirmation,  who  must  also  join  you  in  certifying 
as  to  the  respectability  and  credit  of  each  witness. 

In  case  adverse  claims  shall  be  made  to  the  same 
tract,  each  claimant  must  be  notified  of  the  time 
and  place  of  taking  testimony,  and  allowed  the  pri- 
vilege of  cross-examining  the  opposite  witnesses, 
and  of  producing  counter  proof,  which  should  also 
be  subject  to  cross-examination. 

When,  by  reason  of  distance,  sickness,  or  infir- 
mity, the  witnesses  cannot  come  before  you,  you 
are  authorised  to  receive  their  depositions,  which 
must  be,  in  all  other  respects,  conformable  to  the 
within  regulations. 

The  notice  to  adverse  claimants  should  be  in 
writing,  and  should  be  served  in  time  to  allow  at 
least  a day  for  every  twenty  miles  the  party  may 
have  to  travel  in  going  to  the  place  of  taking  evi- 
dence. The  proof  in  all  cases  should  consist  of  a 
simple  detail  of  facts  merely,  and  not  of  statements 
in  broad  or  general  terms,  involving  conclusions  of 
law'.  It  is  your  exclusive  province  to  determine  the 
legal  conclusions  arising  from  the  facts.  For  in- 
stance, a witness  should  not  be  permitted  to  state 
that  a claimant  is  the  “head  of  a family,”  actually 
settled,  & c.  following  the  words  of  the  law,  but 
should  set  forth  the  facts  on  which  he  grounds  such 
allegation;  because  such  a mode  of  testifying  sub- 
stitutes the  judgment  of  ibe  witness  for  yours,  and 
allows  him  not  only  to  determine  the  facts,  but  the 
law.  A witness  may  possibly  conscientiously  tes- 
tify that  a minor  son,  living  with  a widowed  mo- 
ther, was  the  head  of  the  family;  and  in  another 
case,  similar  in  point  of  fact,  another  witness, 
equally  conscientious,  might  testily  tbatthe  widow- 
ed mother  was  the  head  of  the  family.  There  can- 
not be  a uniform  construction  given  to  the  law,  if  it 
is  carelessly  left  to  the  opinion  of  every  witness. 
You  are  therefore  instructed  not  to  receive  as  testi- 
mony or  proof  a general  statement,  which  embo- 
dies in  general  terms  the  conclusions  of  law,  with- 
out stating  the  facts  specifically. 

The  witnesses  must  state,  if  the  pre-emptor  be 
the  “head  of  a family,”  the  facts  which  constitute 
him  such,  whether  a husband  having  a wife  and 
children,  a widower  or  a widow  having  a family  of 
children,  or  an  unmarried  person  having  a family 
either  ol  relatives  or  others  depending  upon  him, 
or  hired  persons,  or  slaves. 

All  the  facts  respecting  the  actual  settlement  and 
personal  residence,  the  time  of  commencement,  the 
manner  and  extent  of  continuance,  as  well  as  those 
showing  the  apparent  objects,  should  be  stated. 

Respecting  the  term  “housekeeper it  must  be 
stated  that  a dwelling  stood  upon  the  land,  that  the 
claimant  lived  in  it,  and  made  it  his  home,  &c.  By 
this  means  yon  will  be  enabled  to  determine  whether 
or  not  the  requisites  of  the  law  have  been  complied 
with  in  any  given  case.  Should  you  decide  against 
a claimant,  who,  feeling  dissatisfied  w ith  such  de- 
cision, may  request,  in  writing,  the  opinion  of  tins 
office  thereon,  you  will  forthwith  forward  all  the 
original  papers  touching  said  claim,  and  a brief  re- 
port of  your  .reasons  for  rejecting  it;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  will  not  permit  the  land  claimed  to  be 
entered  or  sold  without  an  order  from  the  depart- 
ment. 
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ASSIGNMENTS. 

After  the  allowance  of  an  entry,  the  land  may  be 
assigned,  subject  to  the  equity  subsisting  between 
the  purchaser  and  the  United  States — the  legal  title 
being  in  the  United  Slates  until  after  the  issuing 
and  delivery  of  the  patent.  To  ensure  uniformity 
in  the  execution  of  assignments,  and  to  prevent 
tile  frequent  occurrence  of  cases  involving  the 
question  whether  or  not  the  assignee  is  a bona  fide 
purchaser,  without  notice  of  fraud,  you  will,  in  all 
cases,  observe  the  following  form,  without  any  va- 
riation. 

For  value  received  I (or  we)  of 

county,  , do  hereby  sell  and  assign,  sub- 


ject to  all  equity  subsisting  between  me  (or  us)  and 
the  United  States,  unto  of  county, 

, all  my  (or  our)  right  and  title  to  the 
land,  designated  as  per  receiver’s  receipt  No.  , 
as  the  of  section  No.  , , of  township 

No.  , of  range  No.  , in  the  district  of  lands 
subject  to  sale  at 


Witness  my  hand,  this 


day  of 


, IS 
A.  B. 


Attest: 

C.  D., 

E.  F. 

Acknowledged  before  me,  this  day  of 

18  . 

G.  H.,  register,  or 
I.  K.,  receiver,  or 
L.  M .,  judge,  or  J.  P.  or 
Nolury  public. 

The  designation  of  the  tract  must  invariably  be 
given  in  writing,  without  abbreviations.  If  the  as- 
signment is  acknowledged  before  any  person  other 
than  a notary  public,  or  a person  holding  his  com- 
mission from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  it 
should  be  accompanied  with  a certificate,  under 
the  official  seal,  from  the  proper  officer  authorized 
by  the  state  to  certify  to  the  official  character  of 
the  officiating  officer. 

Each  entry  made  by  virtue  of  this  act,  must  be 
designated  by  marking  on  the  margin  of  your  quar- 
terly accounts,  and  monthly  abstracts,  opposite  to 
the  tract,  the  abbreviation  “pre’n.  ’38,”  and  on  the 
face  of  the  receipt  and  of  the  certificate,  the  words, 
“Pre-emption  act  of  1838.” 

You  will  continue,  unbroken,  the  regular  series 
of  numbers  for  receipts  and  certificates.  The  ori- 
ginal proof,  affidavit,  and  receipt,  must  be  filed  with 
the  certificate  of  purchase  in  each  case,  each  paper 
being  appropriately  endorsed,  and  transmitted  to  this 
office  with  your  monthly  abstract,  w hich  must  con- 
tain and  show  the  aggregate  of  lands  sold,  and  flic 
purchase  money  at  the  foot  of  the  abstract.  Also, 
a separate  aggregate  of  the  lands  sold,  and  the  pur- 
chase money  under  (he  pre-emption  act. 

No  excuse  can  be  allowed  for  negligence  in  ob- 
serving Ibis  direction. 

Lands  in  market  on  the  22 d June,  1838. 

As  the  pre-emption  privilege  extends  to  such 
land,  entries  can  only  be  permitted  at  the  hazard  of 
the  purchaser;  and  no  patent  will  be  issued  lor  any 
private  entries  prior  to  June  22d,  1840.  If,  in  any 
case,  a valid  pre-emption  claim  shall  be  allowed 
before  that  period,  the  private  entry  will  be  cancel- 
led in  whole,  or  only  to  such  extent  as  it  may  be 
interfered  with  by  the  pre-emption  entry,  at  the 
option  of  the  purchaser,  at  private  sale;  and  the 
purchase  money  only,  without  interest  or  other 
compensation  for  injury,  will  be  refunded. 

You  are  instructed,  therefore,  1o  advise  every  ap- 
plicant for  a tract  of  land  so  situated,  of  the  only 
condition  on  which  his  entry  will  be  admitted,  and 
of  the  necessity  which  exists  for  a strict  personal 
examination  of  the  tract,  in  order  to  ascertain  that 
no  claim  can  be  made  thereto.  Under  the  opera- 
tions of  the  acts  of  1830  and  1834,  conflicts  between 
private  entries  and  pre-emptions  were  frequent,  and 
sometimes  almost  ruinous  to  the  unsuspecting  pur- 
chaser at  private  sale.  Similar  evils  may  again  be 
expected  under  the  present  law;  but  it  is  believed 
that  a faithful  observance  of  this  instruction  by 
you,  and  the  nolice  contained  in  the  new  forms  o( 
certificates  and  receipts,  are  the  only  legitimate 
precautions  which  can  lie  taken  to  guard  against 
them. 

A new  set  of  forms  for  applications,  receipts,  and 
certificates,  has  been  prepared,  (copies  of  which 
are  also  hereto  annexed,)  and  which  are  to  be  used 
exclusively  in  all  cases  of  private  entries  of  land 
which  were  in  market  at  the  date  of  the  act,  and  not 
excluded  from  its  operation.  They  must  be  used 
in  no  other. 

Very  respectfully,  gentlemen. 

Torn-  obedient  servant. 

JAMES  WHITCOMB, 

Commissioner. 

The  register  of  the  bind  office, 

and  receiver  of  public  moneys. 

Land  office  at 

P.  S.  The  publication  of  this  circular  in  one  or 
more  of  the  newspapers  in  your  district  would  be  a 
matter  of  interest  and  importance  to  the  communi- 
ty. It  is  therefore  presumed  that  on  your  applica- 
tion for  that  purpose,  editors  of  such  newspapers 
would  not  refuse  to  make  the  publication  gratui- 
tously. 

FORMS. 

Application. 

No.  Land  office  at  IS  . 

I of  county,  do  hereby 

apply  to  purchase  the  section 

in  township  of  range  containing 


acres  according  to  the  returns  of  the 
surveyor  general,  for  which  I have  ageeed  with  the 
register  to  give  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty 
five  cents  pc-r  acre,  with  the  understanding  that  in 
case  any  right  of  pre-emption  shall  be  sustained 
thereto,  or  to  any  part  thereof,  under  the  act  of 
tw’enty-second  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  the  purchase  money  of  the  tract  of  land 
herein  applied  for,  either  wholly  or  proportionably, 
as  the  case  may  be,  is  to  be  refunded  without  in- 
terest. 

I register  of  (lie  land  office  at 

do  hereby  certify,  that  the  lot  above  de- 
cribed  contains  acres,  as  mentioned 

above,  and  that  the  price  agreed  upon  is  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 

Register. 

Receipt. 

No.  Receiver’s  office  at  18 

Received  from 

of  county  the  sum  of 

dollars  and  cents;  being  in  full  for  the 

quarter  of  section  No.  in  townshi  p No. 
of  range  No.  containing  acres, 

and  hundredths  at  $ per  acre;  and 

for  which  tract,  or  such  porlion  thereof  as  shall 
have  been  ascertained  not  to  be  claimed  by  a valid 
right  of  pre-emption,  under  Ibe  act  of  twenty-se- 
cond June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  a 
patent  w ill  be  issued  after  the  twenty-second  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty;  and  this  receipt  will 
entitle  the  purchaser  or  assignee  to  a return  of  the 
purchase  money,  without  interest,  of  the  land 
claimed  by  such  pre-emption  right,  or  of  the  whole 
tract  at  his  option. 

$ Receiver. 


Private  entry. 
No. 


Certificate  of  entry. 
> Land  office  at 


18 


It  is  hereby  certified,  That,  in  pursuance  of 
law,  of  county,  state  of  , 

on  th rs  day  purchased  of  the  register  of  this  office, 
the  lot  or  of  section  No.  in  town- 
ship No.  of  range  No.  containing 

acres,  at  the  rate  of  dollar  and 

cents  per  acre,  amounting  to 
dollars  and  cents,  for  which  the  said 

ha  made  payment  in  full  as  required  bylaw. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  t hat,  on  pre- 
sentation of  Ibis  certificate  to  the  commissioner  of 
the  general  land  office,  the  said  shall  he 

entitled  to  receive  a patent  lor  the  land  above  de- 
scribed, after  the  22d  June,  1S40;  or  for  such  por- 
tion thereof,  as  shall  have  been  ascertained  not  to 
be  claimed  by  any  valid  right  of  pre-emption  under 
the  act  of  22d  June,  1838.  Register. 


An  act  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the 
public  lands. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assem- 
bled, That  every  actual  settler  of  the  public  lands  be- 
ing the  head  of  a family,  or  over  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  who  was  in  possession  and  a housekeeper,  by 
persona]  residence  thereon,  at  the  time  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  and  for  four  months  next  preced- 
ing, shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefils  and  privi- 
leges of  an  act  entitled  “An  act  to  grant  pre-emp- 
tion rights  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,”  approved 
May  twenty-ninth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty; 
and  (lie  said  act  is  hereby  revived  and  continued 
in  force  two  years:  Provided,  That  where  more 
than  one  person  may  have  settled  upon  and  cultiva- 
ed  any  one  quarter  section  of  land,  each  one  of  (hem 
shall  have  an  equal  share  or  interest  in  the  said 
quarter  section,  but  shall  have  no  claim,  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  to  any  other  land:  And  provided,  always. 
That  this  act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  1o  give  a. 
right  of  pre-emption  to  any  person  or  persons,  in 
consequence  of  any  settlement  or  improvement 
made  before  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title 
to  the  land  on  which  such  settlement  or  improve- 
ment was  made,  or  to  the  lands  lately  acquired  by 
the  treaty  with  the  Miami  tribe  of  Indians,  in  the 
state  of  Indiana,  of  which  proclamation  was  made 
by  the  president  of  the  United  Stales,  on  the  twen- 
ty-second day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty -.jeren,  or  to  any  sections,  or  fractions  of  sec- 
tions, of  land  included  within  the  location  of  any 
ineorporaled  town,  or  to  the  alternate  sections  to 
other  alternate  sections  granted  to  the  use  of  any 
canal,  railroad,  or  other  public  improvement,  on  (he 
route  of  such  canal,  railroad,  or  other  public  im- 
provement, or  to  any  portions  of  public  lands,  sur- 
veyed or  otherwise,  which  have  been  actually  se- 
lected as  sites  for  cities  or  towns,  lotted  into  smaller 
quantities  than  eighty  acres,  and  settled  upon  and 
occupied  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  and  not  ol'agri- 
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cultural  cultivation  and  improvement,  or  to  any 
land  specially  occupied  or  reserved  for  town  lots,  or 
other  purposes,  by  authority  of  the  United  States: 
And  provided, further.  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  affect  any  of  the  selections  of 
public  lands  for  the  purpose  of  education,  the  use 
of  salt  springs,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  which  may 
have  been  or  may  be  made  by  the  state,  under  ex- 
isting laws  of  the  United  States:  but  this  act  shall 
not  be  so  construed  as  to  deprive  those  of  the  bene- 
fits of  this  act,  who  have  inhabited,  according  to  its 
provisions,  certain  fractions  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  land  district  of  Palmyra,  in  the  state  of 
Missouri,  which  were  reserved  from  sale  in  conse- 
quence of  the  surveys  of  Spanish  and  French 
grants,  but  are  found  to  be  without  the  lines  of  said 

rants.  That  before  any  person  claiming  the  bene- 

t of  this  law  shall  have  a patent  for  the  land  which 
he  may  claim,  by  having  complied  with  its  provi- 
sions, ire  shall  make  oath  before  some  person  au- 
thorized by  law  to  administer  the  same,  which  oath, 
with  the  certificate  ot  the  person  administering  it, 
shall  be  filed  with  the  register  of  the  proper  land 
office  when  the  land  is  applied  for,  and  by  the  said 
register  sent  to  the  office  of  the  commissioner  of 
public  lands,  that  he  entered  upon  the  land  which 
he  claims,  in  his  own  right,  and  exclusively  for  his 
own  use  and  benefit,  and  that  he  has  not,  directly  or 
indirectly,  made  any  agreement  or  contract,  in  any 
way  or  manner,  with  any  person  or  persons  what- 
ever, by  which  the  title  which  he  might  acquire 
from  the  government  of  the  United  States,  should 
inure  to  the  use  or  benefit  of  any  one  except  himself, 
or  to  convey  or  transfer  the  said  land,  or  the  title 
which  he  may  acquire  to  the  same,  to  any  other 
person  or  persons  whatever,  at  any  subsequent  time; 
and  if  such  person,  claiming  the  benefit  of  this  law 
as  aforesaid,  shall  swear  falsely  in  the  premises,  he 
shall  be  subject  to  all  the  pains  and  penalties  for 
perjury,  forfeit  the  money  which  he  may  have  paid 
for  the  land,  and  all  right  and  title  to  the  said  land, 
and  any  grant  or  conveyance  which  he  may  have 
made  in  pursuance  of  such  agreement  or  contract, 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  void,  except  in  the  hands  of  a 
purchaser  in  good  faith,  tor  a valuable  considera- 
tion without  notice.  And  the  certificate  which 
shall  be  filed  with  the  commissioner  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  taken  to  be  conclusive  evidence  that  the 
oath  was  legally  administered:  And  provided,  further. 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  to  cause  to  be  reserved  from  sale  or 
entry,  under  the  provisions  of  this  or  any  other  law 
of  the  United  States,  any  tract  or  tracts  of  land  re- 
served to  any  Choctaw,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty  of  Dancing  .Rabbit  creek,  of  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty,  and  also  to  reserve  from 
sale  or  entry,  a sufficient  quantity  of  the  lands  ac- 
quired by  said  treaty,  upon  which  no  such  settle- 
ment or  improvement  has  been  made,  as  would  en- 
title the  settler  or  improver  to  a right  of  pre-emp- 
tion under  this  act,  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  such  In- 
dians as  may  have  been  entitled  to  reservations  un- 
der the  said  treaty,  and  whose  lands  may  have  been 
sold  by  the  United  States  on  account  of  any  default, 
neglect,  or  omission  of  duty  on  the  part  of  any  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States;  such  reservation  from  sale 
to  continue  until  the  claims  to  reservations  under 
said  treaty,  shall  be  investigated  by  the  board  of 
commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  their 
report  finally  acted  on  by  congress. 

Approved,  June  22,  1838. 

M.  VANBUREN. 

Ak  act  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on 
the  public  lands. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress 
assembled.  That  every  settler  or  occupant  of  the 
public  lands,  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  who 
is  now  in  possession,  and  cultivated  any  part  there- 
of in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-nine,  shall  be,  ami  he  is  hereby,  authorised 
to  enter,  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  for  the 
district  in  which  such  lands  may  lie,  by  legal  sub- 
divisions, any  number  of  acres,  not  more  than  one 
hundred  and  sixty,  or  a quarter  section,  to  include 
his  improvement,  upon  paying  to  the  United  States 
the  then  minimum  price  of  said  land:  Provided, 
hoirever.  That  no  entry  or  sale  of  any  lands  shall 
be  made,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  which 
shall  have  been  reserved  for  the  lise  of  the  United 
States,  or  either  of  the  several  states,  in  which  any 
of  the  public  lands  may  be  situated. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  two  or 
more  persons  be  settled  upon  the  same  quarter  sec- 
tion, the  same  may  be  divided  between  the  two 
first  actual  settlers,  if,  by  a north  and  south,  or 
east  and  west  line,  the  settlement  or  improvement 
of  each  can  be  included  in  a half-quarter  section; 
and  in  such  case  the  said  settlers  shall  each  be  enti- 
tled to  a pre-emption  of  eighty  a^es  of  land  else- 


where in  said  land  district,  so  as  not  to  interfere 
with  other  settlers  having  a right  of  preference. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  prior  to 
any  entries  being  made  under  the  privileges  given 
by  this  act,  proof  of  settlement  or  improvement 
shall  be  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register  and 
receiver  of  the  land  district  in  which  such  lands 
may  lie,  agreeably  to  the  rules  to  be  prescribed  by 
the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  lor  that 
purpose,  which  register  anil  receiver  shall  each  be 
entitled  to  receive  fitly  cents  for  his  services  there- 
in. And  that  all  assignments  and  transfers  of  the 
right  of  pre-emption  given  by  this  act,  prior  to  the 
issuance  of  patents,  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Sec.  -f.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  not  delay  the  sale  of  any  ol  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States,  beyond  the  time  which  has  been, 
or  may  be  appointed,  for  that  purpose,  by  the  presi- 
dent’s proclamation;  nor  shall  any  ol'  the  provisions 
of  this  act  be  available  to  any  person,  or  persons, 
who  shall  fail  to  make  the  proof  and  payment  re- 
quired before  the  day  appointed  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  sales  of  lands  including  the  tract,  or 
tracts, on  which  the  right  of  pre-emption  is  claim- 
ed; rior  shall  (lie  right  of  pre-emption,  contemplat- 
ed by  this  act,  extend  to  any  land  which  is  reserved 
from  sale,  by  act  of  congress,  or  by  order  of  the 
president,  or  which  may  have  been  appropriated, 
for  any  purpose  whatever. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
shall  be,  and  remain  m force  lor  one  year  from  and 
after  its  passage. 

Approved,  Slay  29,  1830. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

SUPPLEMENTAL  CIP.CULAR. 

To  registers  and  receivers  of  the  United  States  land 
offices. 

General  land  office,  July  17,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  The  attorney  general,  by  his  opi- 
nion of  April  8,  1837,  having  decided  that  the  act 
of  June  19,  1834,  in  reviving  the  pre  emption  act  of 
May  29,  1830,  revived  therewith,  the  amendatory 
act  of  July  14,  1832,  and  as  tire  late  pre-emption 
act  of  June  22,  1838,  expressly  revives  the  afore- 
said act  of  May  29,  1830,  this  office  is  of  opinion 
that  the  same  construction  should  prevail  as  to  the 
revival,  thereby,  of  the  said  act  of  July  14,  1832, 
entitled  “an  act  supplemental  to  the  act  granting 
the  right  of  pre-emption  to  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,”  approved  the  29th  day  of  May,  1830. 

As  a necessary  consequence,  therefore,  any  pre- 
emption claim  arising  under  the  said  act  of  June 
22,  1338,  as  construed  and  settled  by  the  circular 
from  this  office  of  July  3,  1838,  which  cannot  be 
proven  and  entered  within  the  time  limited  by  the 
•said  act  of  June  22,  1S38,  in  consequence  of  the 
approved  official  plat  of  survey,  including  such 
claim,  not  being  returned  to,  and  filed  in,  the  pro- 
per district  land  office  before  the  220  day  of  June, 
1S40,  is  to  he  allowed,  and  entry  thereof  permitted, 
if  duly  proved  and  payment  made  for  the  same, 
without  restriction  as  to  the  period  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  survey  including  such  claim,  arid  al- 
though such  survey  may  or  may  not  have  been  fully 
completed  before  the  day  last  aforesaid:  Provided, 
That  application  for  such  pre-emption  right  shall 
be,  or  shall  have  been,  made  within  one  year  after 
such  approved  plat  is  returned  and  filed  to  the  pro- 
per district  land  office. 

The  registers  are  required  to  note,  in  red  ink,  on 
every  such  plat,  the  date  of  its  reception  at  their 
offices,  respectively,  and  forthwith  to  advise  the 
commissioner  of  the  same,  to  enable  this  office  to 
determine  whether  the  application  for  any  claim 
contemplated  by  this  circular  is  made  within  one 
year  from  the  filing  of  the  plat.  An  endorsement 
of  the  dale  should  also  be  made  on  each  certificate  of 
entry  made  in  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  for 
lands  embraced  in  such  plat. 

Each  register  will,  also,  immediately  on  filing 
any  such  plat,  give  public  notice  of  the  time  of  its 
reception,  in  some  newspaper  most  convenient  to  the 
lands  described  in  the  plat,  for  the  information  of 
those  concerned,  under  the  head  of  “ notice  to  pre- 
emption claimants.” 

It  is  desirable  that  the  filing  and  publication 
hereby  required  should  extend  to  all  such  plats  as 
are  received  on  or  after  June  22,  1838;  duplicates 
or  copies  of  the  same,  subsequently  received,  being, 
of  course,  excepted. 

The  constructive  revival  of  the  act  of  July  14, 
1832,  also  secures  to  pre-emption  claimants,  under 
the  act  of  June  22,  1S38,  who  may  be  prevented 
from  making  the  requisite  proof,  and  entering  the 
lands  claimed  within  the  time  limited  in  the  last 
mentioned  act,  “in  consequence  of  the  same  not  be- 
ing attached  to  any  land  district,  or  where  the  same 
has  been  reserved  from  sale  on  account  of  a disput- 
ed boundary  between  any  state  and  territory,”  the 
privilege  of  making  such  proof  and  entry  within 


one  year  after  those  several  disabilities  are  remov- 
ed, on  the  conditions  prescribed  in  said  act  and  cir- 
cular. 

I am,  gentlemen,  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WHITCOMB,  commissioner. 

To  the  register  of  the  land  office,  and  receivers  of  pub- 
lic moneys,  land  office  at 

P.  S.  Should  the  current  demand  of  business  in 
your  office  be  such  as  to  require  supplies  of  blank 
forms  ol'  applications,  receipts,  or  certificates,  be- 
fore they  can  be  furnished  by  mail  from  this  office, 
on  your  request,  you  are  hereby  authorised,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  the  business  of  your  office  from  be- 
ing retarded,  to  procure  such  supply  as  will  meet 
the  probable  demand  for  six  months  in  anticipation, 
on  the  most  reasonable  terms  ut  which  they  can  be  af- 
forded. 


MR.  O’CONNELL’S  LATE  SPEECH  AT  BIR- 
MINGHAM. 

Frcm  Galignani’s  Messenger. 

We  hasten,  at  the  request  of  the  writer,  to  insert  the 
following.  The  speecli  to  which  it  replies  appeared  in 
our  journal  of  Tuesday  last: 

‘‘The  notorious  Daniel  O’Connell,  in  a speech  deli- 
vered  at  Birmingham,  at  the  celebration  ot  the  negro 
emancipation  in  the  West  Indies,  on  the  1st  instant, 
among  other  things,  took  occasion  to  make  the  follow- 
ing statement:  ‘1  was  going  into  the  house  of  commons 
the  other  evening,  when  a tall,  gentlemanly  looking 
man,  lean  and  lank,  addressed  me — 'Sir,  I am  a stran- 
ger, and  wish  to  see  the  house  of  commons.'  I replied, 
‘I  will  do  what  I can  to  accommodate  a stranger.  You 
arc  an  American?’  ‘Yes,  front  Alabama.’  ‘And  a 
slave-owner,  I presume?’  ‘Yes.’  Then  I will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  you.’  ’ Now,  scarcely  one  word  of 
this  is  true;  and  I hasten  to  clear  all  Americans,  espe- 
pecially  southerners,  from  the  gross  aspersion  which  is 
implied  in  the  statement  that  any  American  could  fora 
moment  so  far  forget  himself  as  to  ask  of  this  reckless 
calumniator  the  slightest  favor.  This  I think  the  greater 
duty,  as  the  above  statement  is  published  in  all  the  Lon- 
don and  Paris  papers,  and,  displaying  as  it  does  a species 
of  malignity  entirely  novel,  is  read  by  all.  The  occur- 
rence which  he  pretends  to  relate,  and  which  lie  lias  so 
grossly  mis-stated,  happened  with  myself,  and  is  as 
follows: 

It  was  on  Saturday  evening  succeeding  the  corona- 
tion of  the  queen  ol  England,  when,  supposing  neither 
house  of  parliament  in  session,  I had  gone  down  to 
the  house  of  commons,  intending  to  look  at  the  interior 
of  that  and  the  house  of  lords.  When  I reached  the 
door  of  the  house  of  commons,  the  doorkeeper  inform- 
ed me  that  the  commons  were  in  session;  at  the  mo- 
ment, he  pointed  out  Daniel  O’Connell,  who  was  ap- 
proaching, and  said  he  would  give  me  an  order  to  hear 
the  di  bale,  if  I would  ask  him.  I hail  hardly  time  to 
reply  that  1 should  do  no  such  thing,  when,  having  ar- 
rived, the  door  keeper  said  to  him,  “Mr.  O’Connell, 
have  you  a spare.  order  fur  this  gentleman.  Remem- 
bering, as  I did,  his  former  calumnies  upon  the  Aineri- 
ricans,  I should  have  forgotten  be  h the  respect  due  to 
my  country  and  myself,  if  I ccttld  I are  accepted  an  or- 
der front  him;  and  I at  once  said  to  him,  ‘Sir,  I am  an 
American  and  a southerner.’  (This  intelligence  which 
I gave  him,  he  has  made  his  own  sagacity  supply.) — 
He  replied,  ‘You  are  then  rlorn  a slave-holding  state.’ 
‘\es,  from  Alabama.’  ‘You  are  a slaveholder  your- 
self,  I presume?’  ‘Yes.’  ‘Then  I cannot  give  you  an 
order.’  ‘Sir,  it  was  the  door  keeper  who  asked  you;  no 
American  would  ask  or  receive  one  from  you.’  The 
character  of  this  man  is  held  in  very  much  the  same 
estimation  in  England  and  America.’ 

In  proof  ol  this,  I could  cite  many  facts,  sortie  of 
which  occurred  under  my  own  eye;  hut  1 have  no  dis- 
position to  add  to  that  weight  of  infamy  \\  liicli  time  and 
his  own  exertions  are  so  rapidly  accumulating  upon 
him.  Certain  it  is,  that  this  gratuitous  insult  and  out- 
rage upon  the  feelings  of  a foreigner  must  add  to  Utat 
infamy,  anil  be  doubtless  regarded  by  all  enlightened 
Englishmen  with  that  disgust  which  gross  ill-breeding 
is  at  all  times  calculated  to  excite;  and  were  any  nation 
to  avow  the  principles  upon  which  this  man  professes 
to  act,  it  could  be  considered  in  no  other  light  than  as 
a nation  of  savages.  The  opinions  of  such  a man, 
America,  I know,  regards  nor.  To  say  nothing  of  his 
moral  reputation,  he  lias  shewn  himself  totally  unac- 
quainted with,  and  t tterly  incapable  of  appreciating, 
the  numerous  and  important  considerations  appertain- 
ing to  American  slavery.  Still  my  duty  and  my  feel- 
ings ut*ge  me  not  the  less  to  disavow,  on  behalf  of  a 1 
Americans,  even  the  possibility  that  any  one  of  them 
could  even  so  far  forget  himself  as  to  seek  the  slightest 
favor  from  this  slanderer  of  our  common  country. 

“If.  .1.  HARWELL,  of  Mobile,  Alabama.” 


MR.  STEVENSON  AND  MR.  O’CONNELL. 

23,  Portland  place,  Aug.  9. 
Sir:  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  publication 
in  the  last  Spectator  of  a speech  which  purports  to 
have  been  delivered  by  you  at  a public  meeting  in  Bir- 
mingham, in  which  you  are  reported  to  have  used  the 
following  language  in  relation  to  myself: 

“I  believe  their  very  ambassador  here  is  a slave 
breeder— one  of  those  beings  who  rear  up  slaves  for 
the  purpose  of  traffic.  Is  it  possible  that  America 
would  send  here  n man  who  traffics  in  blood,  and  who 
is  a disgrace  to  human  nature?” 
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I desire  to  know  from  you  whether  this  is  a correct 
report  of  what  you  said  on  that  occasion,  and  with  that 
view  address  to  you  this  communication. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

A.  STEVENSON. 

To  Daniel  O'Connell , esq.  fyc. 

16,  Pall  Mall,  Au g.  10. 

• Sib:  In  consequeece  of  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date, 
I examined  the  report  of  my  speech  at  Birmingham  in 
the  Spectator  of  the  4th  instant,  and  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  the  paragraph  you  have  selected  is  not  a 
correct  report  of  what  I said  on  that  occasion. 

The  very  next  sentence  does,  to  my  mind,  show  that 
the  report  could  not  be  correct;  and,  having  examined 
another  report  since,  as  well  as  from  distinct  recollec- 
tion, I repeat  that  the  report  is  not  correct. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  ob’t  serv’t, 
DANIEL  O’CONNELL. 

23,  Portland  place,  Aug.  11. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  note  of  last  evening,  in  answer  to  the  one  from 
myself  of  the  preceding  day. 

Presuming  that  you  intended  your  reply  as  a disa- 
vowal of  the  offensive  expressions  contained  in  that 
part  of  your  reported  speech  which  had  allusion  to  my- 
self, and  to  which  your  attention  was  called,  I am  sa- 
tisfied with  the  answer  you  have  given. 

As  an  incorrect  report  of  your  speech  has  been  made 
public  through  the  press,  I beg  to  inform  you  that  I deem 
it  due  to  myself  that  the  correspondence  which  has  ta- 
ken place  should  also  be  published. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  servant, 

A.  STEVENSON. 

To  D.  O'Connell,  esq.  fyc. 


THE  ECLIPSE  OF  THE  SUN. 

From  the  Alexandria  Gazette. 

In  close  agreement  with  the  predicted  time,  the  eclipse 
of  the  sun,  so  interesting  to  astronomers,  and  indeed  to 
almost  every  one,  as  a positive  evidence  of  the  unde- 
viating regularity  of  the  laws  which  govern  the  motions 
of  the  heavenly  bodies,  and  that  a perfect  knowledge 
of  these  laws  has  been  attained  by  human  ingenuity, 
occurred  to-day,  and  a more  favorable  time  for  obser- 
vations upon  it,  could  hardly  have  been  possible.  The 
atmosphere  was  very  clear,  and  so  still  as  not  to  give 
the  least  disturbance  to  the  telescope;  and  even  before 
the  commencement  of  the  eciipse,  the  telescope  ob- 
server could  not  fail  to  have  been  highly  interested  in 
examining  the  great  number,  and  apparently  variously 
modified  solar  spots,  with  which  the  western  part  of  the 
sun’s  surface  appeared  to  be  thickly  studded.  Whilst 
speaking  of  those  solar  spots  let  me  observe  that  when 
the  eclipse  was  going  off.  my  own  attention  as  well  as 
that  of  the  scientific  individuals  engaged  with  me  in 
making  observations,  was  directed  to  using  this  favora- 
ble opportunity  during  the  diminished  brightnesss  of  the 
sun,  for  ascertaining  the  correctness  of  the  theory  of 
Dr.  Wilson  of  Glasgow,  that  these  spots  are  depressions 
and  not  elevations  as  they  have  been  usually  consider- 
ed, and  we  were  decidedly  of  opinion  that  this  theory 
is  correct.  The  western  part  of  each  spot,  showed 
much  more  distinctly  than  the  eastern,  which,  were 
they  elevalions,  would  be  exactly  reversed. 

To  return  to  the  eclipse.  A Fahrenheit’s  thermome- 
ter, with  a metallic  scale,  stood  at  109  in  the  sun,  just 
before  the  commencement  of  the  eclipse,  and  when  the 
sun  was  most  obscured,  it  fell  to  84°,  being  25  degrees 
full.  Another  with  a wooden  scale,  stood  in  the  sun  at 
the  commencement,  at  102  degrees,  and  this  also  fell  to 
81  degrees  making  a difference  of  18  degrees.  A third 
was  kept  in  the  shade,  this  stood  at  87  1-2  degrees  when 
the  eclipse  began,  and  fell  to  75°  which  the  eclipse 
was  greatest,  making  a difference  of  12  1-2  de- 
grees. It  must  not  be  understood,  however,  that  all 
this  difference  resulted  from  the  obscuration  of  the  sun 
by  the  moon;  the  fall  of  the  thermometer  was  materially 
increased  by  the  approach  of  evening. 

Justus  the  entire  moon  was  about  to  interpose  itself 
between  us  and  the  sun,  I watched  the  phenomenon 
with  feelings  of  intense  interest.  I had  long  looked 
forward  to  ttiis  eclipse  as  a time,  when,  should  I live  to 
observe  it,  I would  be  able  to  decide  to  the  satisfaction 
of  my  own  mind  at  least,  whether  there  is  an  atmos- 
phere surrounding  the  moon,  similar  in  kind  though 
not  in  extent,  to  that  which  surrounds  the  earth;  a point 
respecting  which,  different  opinions  are  entertained  by 
astronomers,  but  the  prevailing  opinion  being  rather 
against  it. 

This  subject,  together  with  the  remarkable  phenom- 
enon observed  by  Francis  Bailey  in  his  observation  on 
the  annular  eclipse  of  1836,  and  to  which  phenomenon 
the  attention  of  observers  of  the  present  eclipse  was 
particularly  invited,  by  a paper  in  the  journal  of  the 
Franklin  institute,  claimed  my  closest  attention.  The 
great  difference  in  the  apparent  diameters  of  the  sun 
and  moon  in  this  eclipse,  enabled  a person  somewhat 
used  to  examine  mathematical  figures,  to  determine 
readily  with  great  precision,  when  the  circles  were  in 
apparent  contact.  Some  seconds  before  this  a most 
splendid  radiation  of  red  light,  broke  over  the  two  parts 
of  the  edge  of  the  moon,  where  it  appeared  to  intersect 
the  circumference  of  the  sun,  appearing  to  radiate  in 
a direction  exactly  from  the  centre  of  the  sun;  and  im- 
mediately after,  and  when  the  cusps  of  the  sun  were 
within  about  25  degrees  of  meeting  round  the  moon,  a 
brilliant  arch  of  red  light  broke  over  that  part  of  the 
edge  of  the  moon,  which  was  between  the  cusps,  which 
appearance,  in  my  opinion,  nothing  but  the  refractive 


influence  of  a lunar  atmosphere,  could  have  produced. 
The  same  phenomenon  atte'nded  the  breaking  of  the 
annulus  or  ring,  which  attended  its  formation,  a por- 
tion of  red  rays  being  bent  round  the  body  of  the  moon, 
for  some  seconds  after  its  edge  had  passed  over  the 
edge  of  the  sun,  which  was  conclusive  evidence  to  my 
own  mind,  that  the  moon  has  an  atmosphere,  and 
that  this  atmosphere  is  not  very  limited  in  density  or 
extent. 

The  remarkable  phenomenon  above  alluded  to  as  ob- 
served by  Francis  Bailey  in  the  eclipse  of  1836,  is  thus 
described  by  him.  When  the  cusps  of  the  sun  were 
about  40  degrees  asunder,  a row  of  livid  points  like  a 
string  of  bright  beads,  irregular  in  size  and  distance 
from  the  other,  suddenly  formed  around  that  part  of 
the  circumference  of  the  moon,  that  was  about  to  en- 
ter upon  the  sun’s  disc.”  Again  he  says  “when  the 
opposite  disc  of  the  moon  approached  the  border  of  the 
sun,  and  the  annulus  was  about  to  i e dissolved,  all  at 
once  a number  of  long,  black,  thick  parallel  lines  sud- 
denly darted  forward  from  the  moon,  and  joined  the  two 
limbs  as  before.”  I may  remark,  that  although  my  at- 
tention was  particularly  directed  to  looking  for  this 
phenomenon,  I could  observe  nothing  in  the  least  re- 
sembling the  idea  I received  from  this  description  of  it; 
and  cannot  but  think  all  the  phenomena  he  describes  in 
the  memoir  from  which  the  above  extract  is  taken, 
would  find  their  explanation  in  the  refractive  influence 
of  the  atmosphere  of  the  moon.  But  to  return  again  to 
the  appearance  of  the  eclipse.  Nothing  could  exceed-, 
the  grandeur  of  the  phenomenon,  when  the  moon  was 
concentric  with  the  sun.  I never  before  saw  a sight  of 
equal  interest  to  me,  and  never  expect  to  see  again. 
The  ring  of  light  of  a redness  superior  to  that  of  the 
other  light  from  the  sun,  all  around  the  immediate  edge 
of  the  moon,  and  then  the  perfe  , t armulus,  surround- 
ing, with  such  a glorious  halo,  the  now  apparently 
faintly  illuminated  and  globular  form  of  the  moon,  as 
it  rested  on  the  body  of  the  sun,  produced  an  effect  en- 
tirely indescribable. 

The  attention  Was  called  too,  at  this  time,  to  the  ap- 
pearance where  the  sun  shone  between  the  leaves  ol 
the  trees,  all  of  which  gave  a representation  upon  the 
ground,  similar  to  that  which  was  so  interesting  in  the 
heavens.  The  darkness  was  not  so  remarkable  as  had 
generally  been  expected.  No  stars  were  observed  here, 
though  it  should  be  remarked  upon  this  subject  that 
owing  to  the  absorbing  interest  felt  in  the  eclipse,  there 
was  not  that  minute  examination  made  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  stars,  which,  in  all  probability,  would  have 
been  necessary  to  discover  them  even  had  they  been 
visible. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  the  observations 
made,  which  differ  but  a few  seconds  from  the  corres- 
ponding ones  previously  calculated.  The  times  were 
taken  by  two  good  chronometers,  kindly  set  and  rated 
for  the  purpose,  by  my  friend  Wm.  E.  Harpur. 

Observed  time  of  beginning  in  mean  time  h.  m.  sec. 

at  Alexandria,  3 5 52 

Formation  of  the  ring,  4 21  6 

Break  of  the  ring,  4 30  13 

End  of  the  eclipse,  5 39  25 

BENJAMIN  HALLOWELL. 

Alexandria  hoarding  school,  9//t  mo.  18 tk,  1838. 

The  National  Intelligencer  is  indebted  to  lieutenant 
Gilliss,  in  charge  of  the  naval  astronomical  instruments 
at  the  observatory  on  capitol  lull,  for  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  late  eclipse  of  the  sun. 

THE  ECLIPSE  AS  OBSERVED  AX  THE  OB3ERVATORV,  WASH- 


INGTON, 

sept.  18,  1833. 

Mean  time. 

h.  m. 

s. 

Beginning 

3 06 

10.40 

Formation  of  the  ring 

4 24 

28.40 

Rupture 

4 30 

18.90 

End 

5 39 

56.40 

Time. 

Barometer. 

Dew  point. 

Thermometer. 

h.  in.  s. 

sun. 

shade. 

3 00  00 

29.734 

57° 

109° 

88Q.4 

15  00 

“ .784 

106 

87  .6 

30  00 

“ .776 

105 

85  .6 

45  00 

“ .776 

95 

85  .2 

4 00  00 

“ .770 

53 

95 

83  .6 

15  00 

“ .770 

83 

80  .8 

30  00 

“ .754 

82 

77  .8 

45  00 

“ .750 

82 

77  .8 

5 00  00 

“ .744 

56 

82 

73  .4 

30  00 

“ .950 

79 

74  .4 

45  00 

“ .750 

75 

72  .4 

POLITICS 

OF  THE  DAY. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by  Mr. 
Henry  Horn,  a few  weeks  ago,  at  a meeting  held  in 
one  of  the  wards  of  Philadelphia,  and  adopted. 

JResolved,  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  general  government  by  the  able  and  patrio- 
tic individual  who  now  presides  over  its  destinies;  that 
we  especially  approve  of  the  sub  or  independent  trea- 
sury bill,  by  which  a.  complete  and  effectual  separation 
of  the  affairs  of  the  government  and  the  banks  will  be 
accomplished;  or  in  other  words,  that  the  banks  shall 
never  be  permitted  to  embezzle  the  money  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

Resolved,  That  we  most  cordially  approve  of,  and 
will  most  strenuously  support,  the  nomination  of  David 
R.  Porter,  as  the  democratic  candidate  for  governor  of 
our  state,  at  the  approaching  election,  and  that  we 
herebly  pledge  ourselves,  collectively  and  individually, 
to  use  all  just  means  to  promote  his  triumphant  success 


over  a most  desperate,  reckless,  and  unprincipled  fac- 
tion,, that  for  nearly  three  years  has  degraded  and  dis- 
graced the  character  of  our  state. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  this  ward  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  instructed,  not.  to  place  in  nomination 
for  any  office,  the  name  of  a single  individual  who  is 
connected  with  any  bank  or  banking  institution,  either 
as  director,  stockholder,  or  borrower,  or  who  is  liable 
to  the  suspicion  of  conservatism,  which  is  only  another 
name  for  federalism. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  present  crisis  of  our  party,  we 
can  only  hope  for  success  by  the  strictest  adherence 
to  the  cardinal  principles  of  democracy;  that  this  is  no 
time  for  the  adoption  of  half-way  measures  or  the  sup- 
port of  half-way  men,  by  which  we  have  been  too  af- 
ten  deceived  and  betrayed.  Those  who  are  not  for  us 
are  against  us.  There  is  no  middle  or  conservative 
ground  to  stand  upon.” 


THE  AFFAIR  AT  DARIEN. 

Having  given  place  to  the  proceedings  of  the  public 
meetings  at  Darien,  it  is  but  an  act  of  common  justice 
to  give  place  to  the  following: 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

A garbled  and  untrue  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  meetings  of  an  armed  mob,  at  which  some  half  a 
dozen  well  disposed  citizens  attended,  with  the  ostensi- 
ble view  of  preserving  the  public  peace,  which  was 
broken  by  said  mob,  on  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  and  4th  of  Au- 
gust, having  appeared  in  the  Savannah  Georgian,  it 
becomes  my  duty,  in  justice  to  my  character,  to  give  a 
plain  statement  of  the  facts. 

In  the  account  furnished  the  Georgian  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  armed  as- 
sembly, held  at  3 o’clock  on  the  2d,  the  following  para- 
graph occurs: — 

“Col.  E.  S.  Reese,  the  chairman  of  that  committee, 
reported  their  having  waited  upon  Mr.  MacArdell  with 
a resolution  of  the  meeting,  and  by  him  requested  until 
to-morrow  morning  at  9 o’clock  to  give  a definite  an- 
swer.” 

This  is  false  altogether,  I never  requested  one  mo- 
ment’s time  to  give  an  answer  to  the  impudent  and  in- 
sulting resolutions,  which  were  submitted  to  me  by  the 
committee.  I told  the  committee  that  I denied  the 
light  of  any  meeting  to  denounce  me  in  my  absence — 
that  I should  have  had  the  privilege  of  defending  my- 
self— that  I did  not  know  of  the  existence  of  such  a meeting 
— that  I spurned  and  contemned  its  acts — and  would 
listen  to  nothing  from  them.  I demanded,  if  they  were 
the  “emissaries  of  a mob?’’ — as  the  meeting  in  ques- 
tion could  be  considered  nothing  but  a mob.  The 
persons  composing  the  committee  replied,  "that  they 
went  there  (to  the  meeting)  for  peace,  and  to  keep  the 
mob  from  doing  violence  to  me;”  and  urged  me  to  say, 
that  I would  not  in  future  admit  any  thing  personal  in 
my  paper — that  I would  tube  no  notice  of  the  riotous  acts 
of  the  mob.  I told  them  that  I would  not  yield  an  inch 
of  my  rights  as  a man  or  as  an  editor — that  I would 
suffer  myself  to  be  blown  into  eternity  sooner  that  I 
would  listen  to  their  proposals — but  out  of  respect  to 
some  of  the  committee,  I would  put  my  answer  in  wri- 
ting. I did  so  at  the  moment,  and  read  my  answer, 
which  was  as  follows: 

“ Darien , August  2,  1833. 

To  E.  S.  Rees,  C.  West,  and  A.  Mitchell,  esqrs. 

“Gentlemen:  I received,  witii  surprise,  a preamble 
and  resolution,  denouncing  me  as  editor  of  a newspa- 
per, and  emanating  from  a meeting  of  which  I had  no 
notice. 

“Any  number  of  persons  have  a right  to  make  what 
resolutions  they  please,  on  any  subject  they  please — 
and  every  individual  has  the  right  of  paying  whatever 
attention  to  such  proceedings,  he  may  think  they  de- 
serve. 

“I  shall  give  them  the  consideration  I think  should  be 
attached  to  such  documents. 

“My  own  conscience  tells  me  they  are  false,  ungen- 
erous, and  unjust  to  me;  and  I shall  continue  to  exer- 
cise my  right  of  expressing  my  opinions  freely  and  can- 
dit’ly.  Death,  in  its  worst  forms,  and  the  destruction 
of  my  beloved  wife  and  children,  may  stare  me  in  the 
face,  but  my  lips  shall  never  be  recreant  to  my  heart. 

“If  I have  offended,  the  laws  of  the  land  are  ample 
for  my  punishment,  and  surely  you,  gentlemen,  to  whom 
I appeal  with  confidence,  will  never  sufler  a fellow 
citizen  to  be  slaughtered,  because  he  dares  to  give  ut- 
terance to  his  sentiments. 

“I  have  never  refused  to  give  satisfaction  to  any  man 
for  any  offence  I may  have  been  guilty  of — let  those, 
then,  whom  I have  injured,  seek  personal  redress,  with- 
out the  aid  of  a mob. 

“I  do  not  know  what  will  be  the  result  of  this  affray; 
but  this  I know,  if  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  liberty 
of  speech  requires  anolher  martyr,  lam  willing— hear- 
tily willing  to  become  that  martyr. 

“I  am,  respectfully, 

“C.  MACARDELL.” 

Having  heard  this  read,  Dr.  West,  one  of  the  com- 
mittee, requested  me  to  retain  my  answer  until  morning 
— to  reflect  on  it.  I wished  them  to  receive  it  at  once: 
Mr.  Calder,  however,  my  friend,  who  was  present, 
drew  me  aside,  and  said,  that  I ought  not  to  refuse  Dr. 
West’s  request — that  I would  have  time  to  let  my  friends 
in  the  country  know  how  I was  persecuted,  and  they 
would  come  to  my  aid.  I yielded  to  my  friend’s  ad- 
vice, and  every  thing  turned  out  as  he  described — my 
friends  did  come  to  my  aid.  I remarked,  however, 
“that  if  I kept  my  answer  until  doomsday,  no  change 
would  be  made  therein.”  From  this  statement,  it  wil 
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be  seen  that  I made  no  request  to  gain  time  to  give  my 
answer;  that  the  request  came  from  the  committee.  The 
first  untruth  is  here  contradicted;  and  I appeal  to  the 
committee  themselves  in  support  of  my  statement. 

At  nine  o’clock  next  day,  I sent  my  answer  to  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Powell  came  to  me  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of 
August,  and  said  he  was  empowered  to  make  a propo- 
sition to  me,  that  I should  leave  the  settlement  of  the 
difficulties  that  existed  to  arbitration.  I told  him,  “As 
far  as  I was  concerned,  I would  not  wish  to  do  any 
such  thing.  The  mob  had  made  their  threats,  and  let 
them  do  their  utmost.  I cared  nothing  for  them.’’ — 
Mr.  Powell’s  proposition  was  made  in  presence  of  se- 
veral of  my  friends,  who  had  determined  to  stand  by 
me  to  the  last,  and  for  that  purpose  had  made  all  ar- 
rangements for  a gallant  defence  of  my  premises.  I 
asked  my  f.iends  what  they  thought  of  the  proposal. — • 
Some  said,  “We  will  stand  by  you  to  the  last  drop  of 
our  blood:  we  are,  however,  men  of  peace;  and  if  any 
arrangement  can  be  made  that  will  not  compromise 
your  honor,  we  would  rather  it  should  be  done.’’ — 
Others  were  opposed,  with  myself,  to  trusting  the  mat- 
ter to  arbitration;  but  the  majority  were  for  it,  with  this 
distinct  proviso,  that  no'proposal  was  to  be  understood 
as  coming  from  me.  Indeed,  I had  transmitted  my  an- 
swer to  the  committee  before  Mr.  Powell  came  to  my 
house.  I tequesied  Mr.  Powell  to  act  as  my  friend, 
distinctly  stating  “'hat  I never  would  consent  to  any 
thing  that  would  affect  my  rights  as  editor  of  a news- 
paper— as  an  individual,  he  had  full  power  to  act.’’ 

After  mature  reflection,  I went  to  Mr.  Powell,  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th,  and  made  use  of  these  words. 
“Mr.  Powell,  I do  not  know  what  you  and  the  other 
arbitrators  have  done,  nor  do  I wish  to  know.  I will 
not  read  it,  if  you  submit  it  to  me.  You  will  oblige  me 
by  stating,  that  I will  not  abide  by  their  decision — that 
I have  come  to  the  determination  of  discontinuing  the 
publication  of  my  newspaper  for  the  present — and  that 
as  what  was  made  the  cause  of  complaint  is  removed, 
the  mob  can  have  no  demands  on  me.’’  I never  saw 
the  agreement  until  I read  it  in  the  Georgian,  and  did 
not  know  a single  word  that  was  in  it.  I am  not  accoun- 
table for  it,  as  my  friend,  Mr.  Powell,  relieved  me  from 
all  responsibility,  on  the  ground  that  the  mob  had  broken 
said  agreement  before  it  was  an  hour  made,  by  assault- 
ing my  friends,  and  coming  before  my  house  and  abus- 
ing myself.  Dr.  West,  (one  of  the  committee,)  concur- 
red with  Mr.  Powell,  in  my  presence,  that  the  agree- 
ment was  broken  by  the  mob.  Besides,  who  gave  per- 
mission to  the  arbitrators  to  publish  their  agreement? 
Mr.  Powe  1,  one  of  them,  never  consented  to  its  publi- 
cation. Even  this  on*  act  shows  that  the  motives  which 
actuated  my  opponents  in  publishing  the  agreement, 
was  to  make  people  believe  that  I had  subscribed  to  it, 
when  in  fact  I never  saw  it. 

Otte  word  more,  in  relation  to  the  meeting  of  Thurs- 
day, at  which  the  mayor  presided.  It  was  an  armed 
assembly — no  notice  was  given  me  of  its  existence;  nor 
did  any  of  my  friends  know  of  it.  No  justice  was  done 
me  at  it — I was  denounced,  tried,  and  found  guilty, 
without  being  present.  Do  the  persons,  who  got  up  that 
meeting,  think  to  gull  the  public,  as  they  attempted  to 
gag  me?  if  they  do,  they  are  mistaken.  The  game 
will  not  succeed. 

Of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  held  on  the  22d  of 
August,  after  Mr.  Spalding,  and  all  my  friends  had  re- 
tired in  disgust,  I will  say  little.  The  object  was  ac- 
complished in  passing  the  preamble  and  one  resolution. 
Tile  mob  was  d nounced , and  the  ringleaders  of  that 
mob  were  present,  and  heard  their  nefarious  deeds  re- 
probated The  second  resolution  I did  not  care  for,  as 
1 stopped  the  publication  of  my  paper  myself;  and,  of 
course.  I could  resume  it  when  1 pleased.  Did  my 
friends  wish  to  encourage  tumult,  the  court  house  would 
have  been  cleared  immediately  after  Mr.  Spalding  re- 
tired, and  then  no  further  resolutions  could  have  ema- 
nated from  those  who  were,  like  the  handle  of  a pitcher, 
all  on  one  side.  My  friends  cared  nothing  for  what 
could  be  done  in  tneir  absence;  nor  would  I give  a 
straw  for  the  applause  of  men  whose  praise  to  me  is 
censure  of  my  acts. 

The  trifling  majority  that  existed  against  the  last  re- 
solution of  Mr.  Spalding  is  easily  accounted  for.  The 
school  boys  in  the  academy  got  a holiday  to  vole  against 
me — two  captains  of  vessels,  but  two  days  in  port,  were 
brought  up  tor  the  same  purpose— boat  hands,  stran- 
gers, and  persons  under  2i  years  of  age,  made  up  the 
balance.  On  the  list  that  is  published  I could  show 
several  fictitious  names — but  the  object  is  not  worth 
while-  The  whole  publication  is  a tissue  of  falsehood 
and  unmanly  sentiment.  Why  was  the  condition  at- 
tempted to  be  made,  that  I was  not  to  publish  any  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  of  the  mob ? Because  the  guil- 
ty are  afraid  to  be  exposed. 

C.  MACARDELL. 

I have  been  handed  the  following  by  Mr.  Powell: — 
“To  C.  MacArdell,  esq.: 

“Dear  sir:  The  account  of  the  late  disgraceful  pro- 
ceedings in  this  city,  which  appears  in  the  Georgian, 
prepared,  no  doubt,  by  your  enemies,  would  seem  to 
convey  the  idea  that  you  made  a proposition  to  leave 
the  matter  to  the  decision  of  two  citizens — they  to 
choose  a third.  In  justice  to  you  I will  state,  that  you 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  such  a proposition, 
until  I went  to  you,  and  made  the  proposal  myself; 
having  previously  consulted  with  Dr.  West,  one  of  the 
committee,  and  Dr.  Bond — that  you  were  averse  to 
such  a proposition  and  left  it  to  your  friends — that  you 
said,  you  would  not  listen  to  any  terms  unless  they 


came  from  the  opposite  party — that  you  never  heard 
the  agreement — and  that  the  language  you  made  use 
of,  was  to  the  same  effect  as  that  which  appears  in 
your  statement  above.  I will  also  say,  that  your  con- 
duct during  the  trying  times  that  have  passed — I hope 
forever — was  such  as  became  an  American  citizen, 
and  an  independent  editor  of  a newspaper. 

“A.  B.  POWELL.” 

"Darien,  Ang.  31,  183d.’’ 

Mr.  N.  M.  Calder,  also  has  sent  us  the  subjoined: — 
“ Darien , Aug • 31,  1838. 

“I  was  present  during  the  interview  between  Mr. 
MacArdell,  and  the  committee.  (Dr.  West,  Col.  Rees, 
and  Mr.  A.  Mitchell.)  The  above  statement  of  what 
occurred,  as  given  by  Mr.  MacArdell,  is  correct. 

“N.  M.  CALDER.’’ 


LAW  CASES. 

United  States  circuit  court.  Charles  P.  Williams  vs. 
the  Suffolk  Ins.  co.  This  was  an  exceedingly  interest- 
ing case.  In  1830  the  defendants  insured  the  plain- 
tiff $5,919  on  15-16ths  of  schooner  Harriet,  and  $1,835 
on  board  said  vessel  at  and  from  Stonington,  Conn,  to 
the  southern  hemisphere,  with  liberty  to  touch  at  all  is- 
lands, ports  and  places,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  seal, 
and  for  information,  &c.  The  vessel  was  valued  at 
$5,000,  and  the  outfits  at  $2,000. 

There  was  a similar  policy  underwritten  by  the 
defendants,  on  the  same  day,  for  a like  voyage,  in  all 
respects,  of  $3  500,  on  the  schooner  Breakwater,  and 
$2,000  on  outfits  on  board.  This  vessel  being  valued 
at  $3,500,  and  the  outfits  at  $2,000. 

The  vessels  were  bound  on  a sealing  voyage  and 
proceeded  to  the  Falkland  islands.  They  were  order- 
ed not  to  catch  seals  at  that  place  by  the  governor,  and 
were  both  seized  for  alleged  violation  of  this  order,  by 
Louis  Vernet,  the  acting  governor,  under  the  appoint- 
ment and  authority  of  the  government  of  Buenos  Ayres. 
The  Harriet  was  carried  to  Buenos  Ayres,  and  was 
condemned  by  the  tribunals  there  for  being  in  the  seal 
trade  in  the  Falkland  islands.  The  Breakwater  was 
recaptured  by  the  mate  and  crew,  who  remained  on 
board  after  her  seizure,  and  was  by  them  brought  home, 
and  after  her  arrival  was  libelled  for  salvage;  and  sal- 
vage was  awarded  of  one-third  part  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  vessel  and  property.  The  plaintiff  claimed  a total 
loss. 

The  arguments  of  counsel  were  principally  confined 
to  the  positions  taken  by  the  defendants,  viz: 

1.  That  Vernet  was  rightfully  governor  of  the  Falk- 
land islands,  and  had  a right  to  oi  der  off  the  vessels  and 
to  seize  them  for  disobedience,  and  that  they  were  con- 
sequemly  lost  by  the  plaintiff ’s  own  fault. 

2.  That  if  Vernet  was  not  rightfully  in  authority, 
then  he  had  the  ability  to  enforce  his  commands,  and 
it  was  such  gross  negligence  in  the  vessels  to  persist  in 
the  fisheries  as  vacated  the  policies. 

Judge  Story,  in  delivering  his  opinion,  considered,  in 
the  first  place,  the  question  whether  Vernet  was  right- 
fully governor  of  the  Falkland  islands.  The  govern- 
ment of  Buenos  Ayres  insisted  that  these  islands  con- 
stitute a part  of  its  dominions,  and  that  it  had  the  sole 
jurisdiction  to  regulate  and  prohibit  the  seal  fishery,  and 
to  punish  any  violation  of  its  laws  by  a confiscation  of 
the  vessel  and’property  engaged  therein.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  American  government  insists  that  the  claim 
of  Buenos  Ayres  is  not  good;  and  that  the  seal  fishery 
at  the  Falkland  islands  is  a trade  free  and  lawful  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  controversy  was 
still  undisposed  of  by  the  two  governments,  each  main- 
taining its  own  claims.  In  this  state  of  diplomacy  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  it  was  not  in  his  opinion,  com- 
petent for  this  court  to  examine  and  decide  the  ques- 
tion, but  he  must  take  the  claim  insisted  on  by  our  go- 
vernment. as  correct. 

Now,  before  the  revolution  in  South  America,  the 
Falkland  islands  were,  if  they  were  under  the  positive 
dominion  of  any  power,  a dependency  of  Spain  under 
the  vice  royalty  of  La  Plata.  When  Buenos  Ayres  se- 
parated from  Spain,  its  government  was  recognized  by 
the  United  States  but  not  its  title  to  these  islands,  and 
this  court  must  still  consider  them  as  belonging  to 
Spain.  If  then,  Buenos  Ayres  had  no  title  to  these  is- 
lands, the  seizure  of  this  vessel  was  a gross  usurpation; 
the  judgment  of  its  tribunals  a mere  nullity, — and 
therefore  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover  for  a total 
loss  in  the  case  of  the  Harriet. 

In  regard  to  the  second  point,  he  did  not  think  that 
the  master’s  conduct  in  disregarding  Vernet’s  warning 
amounted  to  barretry;  for  it  was  not  any  fraudulent  vio- 
lation, or  wilful  abandonment  of  his  duty  to  the  owner. 
As  to  the  point  of  gross  negligence,  not  amounting  to 
fraudulent  conduct,  if  such  a case  was  made  out,  it 
would  not  help  the  defence,  as  it  had  been  repeatedly 
settled  in  the  U.  S.  courts,  that  if  the  immediate  cause 
of  a loss  is  a peril  insured  against,  it  is  no  ground  of 
defence  that  it  was  remotely  caused  by  the  negligence 
of  the  master. 

In  this  connection  his  honor  took  occasion  to  remark, 
that  the  case  of  Cleveland  vs.  the  Union  Ins.  co.  (8 
Mass,  rep.,  308,)  was  made  by  a minority  of  the  court, 
(C.  .1.  Parsons  and  Mr.  Justice  Thatcher  not  sitting,  and 
Mr.  Justice  Sewall  dissenting,)  and  could  hardly  be 
considered  a satisfactory  authority.  But  whether  the 
law  was  as  stated  or  not,  he  did  not  think  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  master  constituted  such  gross  negligence  as 
discharged  the  defendants.  On  the  whole,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  plaintiff  ought  to  recover  for  a total  loss 
of  the  Harriet. 

In  regard  to  the  Breakwater,  he  was  of  opinion  that 


the  defendants  were  liable  for  thesalvage  awarded  to  the 
salvers.  The  presumption  was,  that  the  ward  was  le- 
gal, and  there  could  be  no  question  that  it  was  right- 
fully a case  for  salvage. 

From  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS. 

Saturday,  September  8. 

The  Hamilton  bank  vs.  Patrick  Gannon. 

This  was  a peculiar  and  interesting  case.  The  ac- 
tion was  brought  to  recover  a sum  of  money,  alleged 
to  have  been  overpaid  to  the  defendant  on  a check  for 
$153  50. 

Otis  Turner,  the  teller  of  the  Hamilton  bank,  testi- 
fied that  the  defendant  presented  a check  for  the  above 
mentioned  sum  on  the  6th  of  April  last.  He  was  very 
much  engaged  at  the  time,  and,  casting  his  eye  upon 
the  figures  at  the  top  of  the  check,  he  thought  they  were 
$259  50;  he  was  led  into  the  mistake  by  a dash  which 
was  made  before  the  figure  1,  and  near  the  top  of  it. — 
He  thought  it  was  a pretty  large  amount  for  a person 
like  the  defendant  ‘o  have,  but  did  not  read  the  whole 
check,  by  which  his  mistake  would  have  been  correct- 
ed, as  the  amount  was.  written  out  at  length  in  the  body 
thereof.  He  asked  the  defendant  what  money  he 
would  have,  and  after  some  conversation  respecting  U. 
S.  bills,  the  latter  concluded  to  take  Hamilton  bills. — 
Witness  then  took  a package  of  these  bills,  (of  the  de- 
nomination of  $5,)  amounting  to  $259,  and  so  labelled, 
and  put  in  it  9 one  dollar  bills,  and  altered  the  label  to 
$259.  He  then  took  out  a one  dollar  bill  and  put  in  a 
$1  50  bill,  but  left  the  label  as  before.  He  was  posi- 
tive that  the  package  contained,  originally,  $250,  as  he 
had  counted  it  that  morning.  He  was  equally  sure  that 
he  paid  $259  50  on  the  check.  He  noticed  that  the  de- 
fendant immediately  lef>  the  bank,  taking  but  a very 
short  time  indeed  to  count  the  money.  At  the  close  of 
bank  hours,  he  was  unable  to  make  his  cash  balance. 
There  was  a deficiency  of  just  $100.  He  spent  some 
hours  with  the  cashier  in  looking  over  his  account,  but 
was  unable  to  discover  the  mistake.  On  examining 
this  check,  the  next  morning,  he  immediately  discovered 
his  error,  and  went  for  the  defendant,  who  denied  that 
there  was  any  mistake,  and  was  very  abusive.  He 
told  him  he  would  be  arrested,  and  defendant  made  no 
objection  whatever.  He  was  soon  after  arrested  on  this 
suit  and  committed. 

The  assistant  teller  and  the  book  keeper  of  the  bank 
testified  that  they  both  supposed  the  check  was  for 
$259  50  on  first  looking  at  it,  but  that  they  read  it 
through  and  entered  it  for  its  real  amount. 

The  person  with  whom  defendant  had  lived,  and 
who  paid  him  the  check,  testified  that  he  had  always 
had  implicit  confidence  in  him,  and  did  not  suppose, 
when  he  heard  of  the  affair,  that  he  had  knowingly  re- 
ceived the  money.  He  accordingly  spoke  to  him  of  it, 
and  suggested  that  he  had  better  permit  an  examina- 
tion of  his  money  accounts  and  cash,  to  see  if  there 
was  no  mistake;  but  the  defendant  was  much  excited 
on  the  subject,  and  refused  to  have  any  examination. 
Witness  was  much  surprised  at  this  refusal.  It  was 
defendant’s  intention  to  go  west,  and  he  wished  to  get 
U.  S.  bills.  Witness  advised  him  to  take  Hamilton 
bills,  if  he  did  not  get  the  former. 

Joseph  W.  Clark,  broker,  testified  that  he  recollected 
defendant’s  countenance;  that  he  was  at  his  counter 
on  the  Gih  of  April.  He  sold  on  that  day  a large 
amount  of  sovereigns,  and  took  an  unusual  amount  of 
Hamilton  bills,  but  could  not  say  that  the  defendant 
purchased  the  sovereigns;  nor  could  he  say  what  deal- 
ings he  had  with  him,  but  he  was  sure  he  had  some  on 
that  day.  He  remembered  the  fact,  because  he  iden- 
tified defendant  the  next  day 

The  defendant  called  a single  witness,  who  testified 
that  he  met  the  defendant  on  the  6th  of  April.  The 
latter  said  he  was  going  to  the  western  country.  He 
went  with  him  to  the  bank  with  the  check.  He  read  it 
through.  It  was  for  $159  50.  He  did  not  recollect  the 
dash  bcfoie  the  figure  1.  Arrived  at  the  bank,  the  de- 
fendant went  up,  and  soon  returned  with  a package  of 
bills.  Witness  read  the  label — it  was  $159.  He  told 
the  defendant  he  had  not  got  enough  by  50  cents.  De- 
fendant said  they  came  near  cheating  him  out  of  that, 
but  tlie  mail  afterwards  altered  the  package,  taking  out 
a $1  bill  and  putting  in  a $1  50  bill. 

This  witness  did  not  appear  very  promising  under 
the  ingenious  and  searching  cross  examination  of  the 
plaintiffs’  counsel.  He  was  asked  to  read  the  check  to 
the  jury,  and  he  confessed  that  he  could  not  read  He 
could  read  figures,  however,  “up  to  ten,”  but  it  ap- 
peared very  doubtful  whether  he  could  any  further  on, 
or  whether  he  could  distinguish  the  numerical  signs  for 
dollars  and  cents.  Still,  he  was  positive  that  the  check 
was  for  $159  50,  and  that  the  label  on  the  bills  was 
$159.* 

After  able  and  ingenious  argument  by  C.  II.  Parker 
for  the  plaintiffs,  and  bv  Greenough  for  the  defendant, 
the  jury  received  from  judge  Ward  an  impartial  charge, 
placing  before  them  the  prominent  facts  with  great 
clearness,  and  they  returned  a verdict  for  the  plaintiffs, 
in  about  halt  an  hour. 


*When  the  plaintiffs’  evidence  was  all  in,  a counsel- 
lor within  the  bar  said  it  was  a very  strong  case,  but  lie 
should  like  to  lay  a wager  that  the  defendant  would 
produce  some  witness  who  went  with  him  to  the  door 
of  the  bank,  saw  the  money,  and  could  testify  to  the 
manner  in  which  he  disposed  of  it,  and  that  there  was 
but  $159  50!  The  evidence,  corresponding  so  nearly 
to  the  gentleman’s  prophecy,  caused  considerable  mer- 
riment at  the  witness’  expense. 
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CHRONICLE. 

The  navy.  The  following  is  the  call  of  the  officers 
of  the  navy  on  the  Pensacola  station  noticed  in  the  last 
“REGISTER.’’ 

“The  editor  of  the  Globe  having  thought  proper, 
through  the  columns  of  his  paper,  under  the  head  of 
editorial  remarks,  to  make  a long  listof  charges  against 
the  officers  of  the  navy  generally,  those  now  on  this 
station,  both  on  shore  and  afloat,  without  regard  to 
rank,  are  requested  to  meet  at  Collin’s  hotel,  at  seven 
o’clock,  P.  M.,  on  Wednesday  the  29th  instant,  to  take 
into  consideration  what  steps,  if  any,  are  necessary  to 
repel  the  false  and  outrageous  aspersions  attempted  to 
be  freed  on  our  corps.  “HULL.” 

The  Tallahassee  Floridian  of  the  8th  inst.  has  the 
following: 

The  Gadsden  and  Leon  troops,  operating  the  last 
three  or  four  weeks  against  the  fugitive  Creeks,  have 
returned  to  their  homes,  without  having  succeeded  in 
the  object  of  their  search.  We  are  informed  that  no 
Indians  have  been  found  or  any  recent  signs  discover- 
ed. It  is  the  opinion  of  some  that  they  have  made 
their  retreat  to  the  west  of  the  Apalachicola,  and  of 
others  that  they  have  gone  east,  to  join  the  Seminoles. 

An  ordinance  of  Cromwell  against  duelling.  It  is  en- 
acted, That  if  any  person  should  challenge  or  cause  to 
be  challenged,  or  accept,  or  knowingly  carry  a chal- 
lenge to  fight  a duel,  he  shall  be  committed  to  prison, 
without  bail,  for  six  months,  and  find  security  for  his 
good  behaviour  for  one  whole  year  after.  Persons  chal- 
lenged  shall,  not  discovering  it  in  twenty-four  hours 
afterwards,  be  deemed  acceptors.  Fighting  a duel,  if 
death  shall  ensue,  to  be  adjudged  murder.  The  seconds 
in  the  last  case  to  be  deemed  principals;  and  in  every 
other  to  be  banished  from  the  commonwealth  for  life, 
and  to  suffer  death  in  case  of  return. 

‘Whitehall,  1651,  A.  S.’  Cromwell. 

What  constitutes  a vagrant.  The  Knickerbocker  re- 
lates a good  anecdote  of  a well  known  vagabond,  who 
was  brought  before  a magistrate  as  a common  vagrant. 

Having  suddenly  harpooned  a good  idea,  he  pulled 
from  a capacious  pocket  of  his  tattered  coat  a loaf  of 
bread,  and  half  of  a dried  codfish,  and  holding  them 
up,  with  a triumphant  look  and  gesture,  to  the  ma- 
gistrate, exclaimed:  “You  don’t  ketch  him  that  way! 
I’m  no  wagrant.  An’t  them  vvisible  means  o’  support, 

I should  like  to  know.” 

Lady  Byron's  friendship  for  Greece.  Mr.  Stephens 
in  his  travels  gives  an  extract  from  a letter  lately  receiv- 
ed from  Mr.  Hill,  the  Episcopalian  missionary  at  Athens, 
which  gives  a pleasing  account  of  the  astonishing  growth 
of  his  school  at  Athens,  and  says  that  lady  Byron  had 
just  sent  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  appropriated  to  en- 
larging the  school  building.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  have 
509  pupils  under  their  tuition,  and  are  preparing  several 
young  girls  to  become  instructresses  in  various  districts 
of  Greece. 

Melancholy  occurrence.  A correspondent  at  Mon- 
mouth, (Illinois)  under  date  of  the  12th  inst.  says:  “On 
Tnursday  last,  about  6 A.  M.  near  Bowling  Green,  in 
this  (Warren)  county,  the  lightning  struck  the  house  of 
Mr.  O ho  Carr,  and  struck  down  Mrs.  Carr  and  four 
children,  killing  3 of  the  latter.  The  ages  of  the  chil- 
dren were  about  5,  7,  an  i 9.”  [Peoria  Register,  Aug.  25. 

A letter  published  in  the  St.  Augustine  Herald  of  the 
25Lh  ult.  states  that  the  Florida  coast  from  Masquito  to 
Cape  Sable  is  in  the  quiet  possession  of  the  Indians,  who 
are  recruiting  their  strength  and  preparing  their  food, 
preparatory  to  the  commencement  of  the  next  winter's 
campaign. 

■ ' One  of  the  Siamese  twins,  Mr.  Chang,  has  been  ar- 
rested for  assault  and  battery  in  Boston.  F^is  associate 
brother,  Mr.  Eng,  refuses  to  be  arrested  with  him,  and 
threatens  a suit  for  false  imprisonment.  This  is  a puz- 
zling case  for  the  lawyers. 

The  British  post  office.  A bill  ha3  passed  the  house 
ol  commons  and  is  now  before  the  lords,  for  abolishing 
the  office  of  post  master  general,  and  transferring  its 
duties  to  a board  of  commissioners,  which  will,  it  is  un- 
derstood, speedily  become  a law. 

The  Indianapolis  Farmer  says  that  fifteen  wagons 
passed  through  that  place  on  the  1st  August,  loaded 
with  emigrants  from  Upper  Canada,  on  their  way  to 
Missouri.  Twenty  seven  wagons,  with  M3  persons 
started  in  company,  and  were  but  a few  days  behind. 

A dinner  on  a grand  scale.  The  citizens  of  Murfrees- 
boro’, Tennessee,  have  resolved  to  give  a grand  dinner 
to  the  whig  representatives  in  congress  from  that  patri- 
otic state  on  Sept.  27th.  All  the  citizens  of  the  state 
are  invited. 

The  French  navy,  1833.  The  United  Service  Journal 
says:  “The.  ships  to  be  kept  in  active  service  this  year, 
are  8 ships  of  the  line,  12  frigates,  26  corvettes  or  sloops, 
21  brigs  and  schooners.  Their  crews  amounting  to 
20,317.” 

Our  esteemed  townsman,  Thomas  Sully,  arrived  at 
New  York  on  Tuesday,  bringing  with  him,  we  sup- 
pose, his  painting  of  the  queen,  Victoria.  Miss  Blanche 
Sully  accompanies  her  father.  [F.  S.  Gazette. 

Right.  The  common  council  of  Boston  have  unani- 
mously voted  in  favor  of  granting  the  use  of  Faneuil 
hall  to  Mr.  Catlin,  for  tire  exhibition  of  his  Indian  curi- 
osities and  pictures. 

Chinese  typography.  Two  complete  founts  of  Chi- 
nese types  have  recently  been  received  in  Paris  from 
the  east;  these  consist  of  84,003  characters. 


Health  of  New  Orleans.  The  Bulletin  of  the  11th 
inst.  says — 

The  Health  of  our  city  continues  good.  To  this  effect, 
the  abundant  rains  and  cool  pleasant  weather  no  doubt 
greatly  contributed.  A few  scattering  cases  of  yellow 
lever  have  occurred,  such  as  every  season,  however 
healthy,  must  produce.  But  the  sickness  has  not  spread 
to  any  extent,  nor  evinced  any  of  the  symptoms  of  an 
epidemic.  Our  prospects  of  uninterrupted  health  are 
certainly  very  flattering.  These  statements,  however, 
should  not  tempt  strangers  to  venture  among  us,  for  the 
present.  The  month  of  October  is  early  enough  to  re- 
turn to  the  city,  for  all  the  purposes  of  business;  and  a 
longer  stay  would  be  advisable  on  the  score  of  health. 

Charleston, Sep.  12.  The  weekly  report  of  the  board  of 
health,  was  published  yesterday,  being  made  up  to  Sat- 
urday night  last,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  number  of 
deaths  by  stranger's  fever  was  41,  one  less  than  took 
place  the  previous  week. 

Since  Saturday,  until  yes.erday  morning,  we  had 
high  winds  from  the  N.  E.  accompanied  with  rain,  and 
every  indication  of  a gale — yesterday,  however,  the  sun 
rose  unclouded,  and  the  day  throughout  was  clear,  the 
wind  westerly— the  thermometer  up  to  83,  being  about 
8 degrees  higher  than  it  had  been  for  a week  or  ten 
days  previous. 

The  cool  weather  and  high  winds,  together  with  the 
extreme  high  tides  that  have  been  flowing  for  a week 
past,  which  doubtless  has  pretty  thoroughly  cleansed  the 
drains  of  the  city,  (as  the  water  ot  the  Ashly  and  Cooper 
river  must  have  nearly  mingled)  lead  to  the  hope  that 
a beneficial  change  bus  taken  place  in  the  atmosphere. 
The  disease  now  yields  readily  to  medicine,  if  early  ad- 
ministered and  proper  attention  is  bestowed  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

We  hold  no  encouragement  of  an  entire  abatement 
of  the  fever  at  the  present  time,  for  we  candidly  confess 
that  such  a course  would  be  delusive.  We  are  now 
in  the  very  worst  period  of  its  prevalence,  if  former 
years  are  looked  to  as  precedent — from  the  10th  to  the 
last  of  September  has  always  been  considered  as  particu- 
larly sickly,  when  this  epidemic  prevails. 

Saturday  last  was  a most  gloomy  day— it  is  believed 
that  there  were  more  persons  buried  on  that,  than  on 
any  other  since  the  sickness  commenced.  Since  that 
period,  however,  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  there 
is  any  greater  fatality  than  during  the  previous  week, 
nor  can  we  perceive  any  material  decrease. 

Death  of  revolutionary  veterans.  The  last  officer  who 
commanded  Washington’s  life  guard  is  no  more!  Gen. 
William  Colfax  died  on  Friday,  the  7th  inst , at  his  resi- 
dence in  Pompton,  New  Jersey,  near  the  ground  upon 
which  Washington’s  army  was  encamped.  On  Sun- 
day, 6th  instant,  he  was  buried  with  the  honors  of  war 
by  a detachment  from  general  Godwin’s  brigade,  com- 
posed of  the  Union  cadets,  general  Godwin’s  guards, 
with  their  respective  bands  of  music,  commanded  by 
captains  Conger  and  Allen.  The  military  ceremonies 
were  conducred  by  general  Godwin,  assisted  by  colonel 
Garrison.  Tne  solemn  and  affecting  music  of  the 
bands,  the  precision  of  the  exercises,  and  admirable 
appearance  of  the  military,  with  a procession  more  than 
three  fourths  of  a mile,  gave  to  the  scene  an  imposing 
character  seldom  surpassed. 

In  Bourbon  county,  Kentucky,  on  the  1st  instant, 
very  suddenly,  general  James  Garrard,  aged  about  64 
years.  Besides  having  served  his  country  for  many 
years  with  fidelity  in  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  gen- 
eral Garrard  distinguished  himself  as  an  active  and 
useful  officer  of  the  Kentucky  militia  during  the  late 
war,  on  the  northwestern  frontier,  under  general  Har- 
rison. As  an  agriculturist,  his  country  and  state  are 
greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his  untiring  exertions  to  im- 
prove the  character  of  the  stock,  in  which  he  was  emi- 
nently successful. 

Accident.  Philadelphia,  Sept.  17.  We  learn  that 
yesterday  afternoon  about  8 o’clock,  as  the  trains  of 
cars  on  ihs  Philadelphia  and  Trenton  rail-road  were 
running  near  Cornwell’s,  they  by  some  means  fell  in 
eontaer.  The  engineers  reversed  their  engines  on  see- 
ing each  other,  at  some  distance  before  they  met.  Wry 
little  injury  was  sustained.  Mr.  Manning,  of  Bristol, 
who  in  company  with  another  person  was  standing  on 
the  outside  of  a car  smoking  a cigar,  was  the  only  in- 
dividual who  received  any  hurt.  He  had  one  of  his 
hands  bruised. 

[The  substance  of  the  above  is  from  one  source,  but 
we  leant  from  another,  a gentleman  who  was  a pas- 
senger in  one  of  the  cars,  that  the  accident  was  inex- 
cusable; that  it  occurred  in  broad  daylight,  on  a lapse 
of  the  road,  where  the  engineers  of  the  meeting  trains 
could  have  seen  each  other  at  the  distance  of  a mile. 
He  observed  it  was  wonderful  indeed  that  many  lives 
were  not  lost.  The  concussion  of  the  trains  when  they 
met  was  tremendous,  and  the  terror  of  the  passengers 
extreme.  We  give  each  statement  substantially  as  it 
has  reached  us,  taking  occasion  to  remark,  however, 
in  conclusion,  that,  from  some  cause  or  other,  serious 
aScidents  ou  the  road  alluded  to  seldom  occur;  while 
it  is  our  frequent  duty  to  chronicle  disasters  on  other 
railways  in  various  parts  of  the  union.]  [Phila.  Gazette. 

Zachariah  Nicholas  of  Alexandria,  has  been  appoint- 
ed inspector  of  steamboat  boilers,  and  William  Easby 
of  Washington,  inspector  of  steamboat  hulls,  for  this 
district,  under  the  late  act  of  congress  on  this  subject. 

The  Philadelphia  National  Gazette  states  that  there 
are  upwards  of  twenty-five  thousands  voters  registered 
in  that  city  and  county.  In  1836,  there  were  23,263  votes 
polled  and  the  whig  majority  was  1,298.  In  1837, 22,870, 
and  the  whig  majority  was  2,352. 


The  mackerel  fisheries.  We  perceive  from  the  pa- 
pers of  several  towns  connected  with  the  fisheries,  that 
mackerel  have  been  very  abundant  for  a couple  of 
weeks  past.  Previously,  those  engaged  in  this  busi- 
ness have  met  with  very  little  success,  and  the  article 
has  attained  a high  price  on  account  of  the  scarcity. — 
The  Gloucester  Telegraph,  however,  states  that  fat 
mackerel  were  nevermore  plenty;  and  that  in  one  day 
the  fishermen  near  that  place  had  taken  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  barrels  of  them,  remarkable  for  their  large 
size.  The  Hingham  Patriot  also  notices  the  success  of 
the  fishermen  of  that  town,  and  states  that  some  indi- 
viduals had  each  made  thirty  dollars  per  day.  The 
Yarmouth  Register  mentions  that  similar  success  has 
been  met  with  all  around  the  shores  of  Cape  Cod,  and 
in  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  In  Barnstable  bay,  three  thou- 
sand barrels  were  caught  in  one  day,  a single  vessel 
taking  seventy  barrels.  The  same  success,  it  is  report- 
ed, has  not  attended  the  fisheries  near  Mount  Desert 
and  the  neighborhood  of  that  island.  [Bad.  Amer. 

A child’s  affection  for  a kitten.  Under  our  obituary 
head  is  recorded  the  death  by  drowning  of  a young 
child  of  Mr.  Alexander  Rice,  residing  at  Squan.  The 
circumstances  under  which  this  almost  infant  (being 
only  4 years  of  age)  lost  its  lite,  are  both  singular  and 
affecting.  She  had  followed  a small  boy  to  the  river, 
weeping  bitterly  because  he  was  about  to  drown  a kit- 
ten for  which  she  had  formed  a strong  attachment,  and 
no  sooner  was  it  tossed  into  the  water,  than  the  agoniz- 
ed child  took  off  its  shoes,  and  raising  its  clothes  walk- 
ed into  the  river  with  a firm  and  determined  step  to- 
wards the  object  of  her  daring  and  affection;  before 
reaching  it  she  suddenly  sank  into  the  deep  water,  and 
her  gentle  spirit  returned  to  the  God  who  gave  it.  The 
tear  will  come,  to  think  there  was  none  near  to  rescue 
the  little  sufferer  who  so  fearlessly  periled  and  sacrific- 
ed her  own  life,  to  save  that  of  a comparatively  value- 
less one,  but  ou  which  she  had  set  her  young  affec- 
tions! [ Gloucester  Telegraph. 

There  resides  in  Front  street,  a gentleman,  who 
in  Castle  Garden,  fired  a ball  front  a rifle  at  sixty  yards 
distance  into  the  centre,  and  in  a successive  shot,  ano- 
ther ball  on  to  the  other,  so  as  to  fasten  them  together. 
The  same  at  the  Thatched  Cottage,  Jersey  city,  made 
a trifling  wager  of  16  to  1,  that  he  would,  with  a duel- 
ling pistol,  shoot  into  the  size  of  a dollar  at  15  yards 
distance.  He  hit  the  exact  centre,  drove  the  nail,  and 
had  a six-penny  piece  been  placed  on  the  centre,  and 
its  edge  traced  with  a penknife,  the  centre  could  not 
have  been  cut  out  more  perfectly. 

He  has  also  hit  a visiting  card  13  times  in  15  shots 
at  10  paces.  He  has  killed  at  sea  12  stormy  petrils  in 
14  shots;  the  size  of  the  body  of  this  bird  is  so  small 
that  it  is  supposed  by  many  that  it  is  impossible  to  hit 
it.  The  sailors  are  very  superstitious  regarding  this 
bird,  a id  many  viewed  their  destruction  with  fear. 

[IV.  Y.  Gazette. 

Chinese  writing.  Mr.  Du  Ponceau,  of  whose  scholar- 
ship is  of  the  highest  character,  has  recently  published 
a work  upon  the  nature  and  character  of  the  Chinese 
system  of  writing. 

Mr.  Du  Ponceau’s  doctrine  is  in  opposition  to  the 
received  opinions  of  all  Europe.  His  work  lias  met 
and  is  meeting  with  great  attention  at  the  hands  of 
German  and  English  sinologists.  He  proves  by  an 
unusual  array  of  learning  and  argument,  that  the  Chi- 
nese characters  are  not,  as  is  generally  supposed,  ideo- 
graphic, conveying  ideas  to  the  mind  by  pictures  and 
resemblances,  or  metaphorical  figures.  He  shows  that 
whatever  these  complicated  characters  may  have  been 
in  their  origin,  they  are  now  lexicographic,  and  repre- 
sent not  abstract  ideas,  as  is  believed,  but  the  words  of 
the  language;  and  that  the  written  language  of  China, 
is  intelligible  elsewhere  only  in  connection  with  the  oral 
dialect  to  which  it  belongs. 

Frontier  conflicts.  The  Bangor  Whig  says  that  the 
new  settlers  upon  the  Aroostook  have  driven  off  the 
provincial  trespassers.  It  appears  that,  a fortnight  since, 
six  or  eight  team3  came  up  from  the  St.  John  river,  and 
as  usual,  began  to  trespass  upon  the  timber  on  the 
Aroostook.  "The  settlers  associated  themselves  toge- 
ther, about  one  hundred  in  number,  and  immediately 
drove  off  these  trespassers  from  the  territory.  It  will 
be  recollected  that  the  Aroostook  is  on  this  side  of  the 
St.  John,  and  within  the  acknowledged  jurisdiction  of 
Maine,  although  within  the  tract  claimed  by  Great 
Britain. 

Steamboat  inspectors.  We  learn  that  Wm.  S.  Mont- 
gomery and  Wm.  Duff,  have  been  appointed  under  the 
late  act  of  congress,  inspectors  of  the  boilers  and  ma- 
chinery of'  steamboats  for  the  state  of  Maryland. — 
Messrs.  Blandford  and  Tabilt,  are  the  inspectors  of 
the  hulls,  &c.  of  the  boats. 

We  saw  a sample  of  6 bales  of  new  crop  of  cotton 
which  was  sold  yesterday  by  Messrs.  Peyroux,  Areeuil, 
& Co.  at  13  3-4  cents.  It  was  fully  good  fair. 

[N.  O.  Courier,  of  September  4. 

A frost  occurred  on  the  Allegheny  mountains,  on  the 
nights  of  the  2d  and  4th  inst. 

The  Ohio  penitentiary  has  425  convicts,  of  whom 
only  one  is  a female,  and  she  a woman  of  color. 

Iowa  territory  has  16  counties  and  a population  of 
22,558. 

Wisconsin  territory  has  13  counties,  and  a population 
of  18,149. 

Four  hundred  houses  have  been  built  at  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  during  the  past  year. 
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55" We  have  not  been  able  to  complete  our  returns 
of  the  recent  elections.  They  shall  have  a place  in  our 
next,  and  will  include  the  result  in  Maryland;  in  which 
state  the  election  lor  governor  and  members  of  the  se- 
nate and  house  ol  delegates  will  be  held  on  Wednes- 
day next. 


Charge  from  Belgium.  M.  Charles  Serruys,  the 
newly  appointed  charge  d'affaires  of  his  majesty  the 
king  of  Belgium  to  the  United  (States,  presented,  on 
Saturday  morning  last,  his  letters  credential  to  the 
secretary  of  state. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  New  York.  The 
following  notice  appears  in  the  Now  York  Express  of 
Wednesday  last,  by  which  it  appears  that  one  bank  so 
long  talked  of  has  gone  into  operation  in  that  city: 

To  the  editors  oj  the  New  York  Daily  Express: 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  New  York  will 
be  opened  ior  deposires,  and  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness generally,  on  Thursday  (this  day),  the  27th  instant, 
at  the  usual  hour.  Their  banking  house  is  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Wall  and  Iianovcr  streets.  The  discount  days 
arc  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays. 

W.  Robinson,  president. 

T.  H.  Y oung,  cashier. 

Sept.  26, Vi,  1833. 


From  Mexico.  The  Pensacola  Gazette  of  the  15.h 
inst.  mentions  the  arrival  at  Pensacola  of  the  French 
brig  of  war  La  Perouse,  captain  Tournier,  thirteen 
days  from  Sticrilicios.  After  her  entrance  into  port,  sa- 
lutes were  exchanged  between  her  and  the  flag  ship  of 
the  American  squadron.  An  increase  of  the  block- 
ading squadron  was  daily  expee'e  '. 

In  relerenee  to  the  foregoing,  the  New  Orleans  Bul- 
letin makes  the  following  comments': 

“It  is  now  openly  avowed  that,  when  the  additional 
force  arrives,  Vera  Cruz  will  be  attacked  by  the  French. 
The  possession  of  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa 
would  be  a more  important  acquisition  to  the  crown  of 
France  than  the  capture  of  Algiers.  After  this,  the 
oh  of  15,000  French  grenadiers  towards  the  Pacific, 
le  subjugation  of  the  whole  Mexican  territory, 
be  the  inevitable  and  speedy  consequence.— 

• possession  of  the  country,  it  would  be  the  work 
years  fir  the  conquerors  to  construct  a railroad 
'itlf  of  Mexico  to  the  coast  of  the  Pacific, 
open  a short  and  expeditious  route  to  China, 
-u  would  secure  tojf ranee  the  boundless  opulence 
lie  East  India  traffic.  In  the  accomplishment  of 
e far-reaching  schemes  ol' conquest,  Louis  Phillippe 
contribute  not  only  to  the  aggrandizement  of 
ranee,  but  subserve  his  own  private  ambition.  The 
eclat  ol  such  triumphs  would  give  him  a strong  hold 
upon  the  affections  of  the  French  people,  and  enable 
him  to  transmit  the  throne  as  an  inheritance  to  ids  chil- 
dren. In  the  meanwhile,  John  Bull  and  Brother  Jona- 
than seem  willing  to  stand  by  as  mute  spectators,  while 
their  adroit  neiglibor  quietly  carries  out  Ins  plans  and 
makes  sure  of  the  prize.’’ 


Texian  troubles.  In  reference  to  the  reported  dif- 
ficulties in  Texas,  in  the  vicinity  ol'  Nacogdoches, 
Thomas  Y.  Rusk  has  written  a letter  to  the  New  Or- 
leans Bulletin,  from  that  place,  in  which  he  says,  there 
is  in  that  vicinity  a Mexican  population  of  about  two 
hundred  and  fitty  men,  able  to  bear  arms,  who  have 
always  been  opposed  to  the  Texians  and  have  been  in 
secret  correspondence  with  die  enemy.  Mexican  offi- 
cers and  agents  have  been  among  the  Indians  in  Texas 
as  well  as  those  on  the  United  States  frontier;  and,  as- 
sisted by  the  Mexican  residents,  engaged  the  Indians  to 
join  in  the  war. 

When  the  M xicans  took  up  arms,  they  called  upon 
the  Indians  to  join  them  and  many  did  and  all  prepared 
to  do  so.  They  pitched  their  camp  at  the  house  of  one 
ot  the  chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation;  but  the  timely  ap- 
pearance of  an  efficient  force  intimidated  the  Indians, 

who  immediate  ly  withdrew  from  them,  and  sent  their 
chiefs  to  the  Texian  camp  to  hold  talks  of  peace.  A 
large  portion  of  the  Mexicans  then  returned;  some  are 
near  Nacogdoches;  some  have  gone  to  Louisiana;  and 
about  60  of  their  leading  men  have  gone  to  the  Prairie 
Indians.  Those  in  the  vicinity  now  profess  the  greatest 
friendship  and  are  expected  to  remain  quiet. 

Tile  Army.  ( Ojjicial .)  We  have  been  desired  to 
republish  a general  regulation  of  1836,  relative  to  the 
granting  of  leaves  of  absence,  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
resignation  of  officers  of  the  army,  which,  having  ne- 
ver been  revoked,  is  considered  at  the  war  department 
as  still  in  force.  [Globe. 

General  regulation  of  June  23th,  1S36,  published  in  ge- 
neral order  No.  43,  of  1836. 

A'  “A  due  regard  to  the  public  interest  and  the  good 
of  the  service  no  longer  justify  the  practice  of  graining 
long  leaves  ot  absence  on  the  acceptance  of  the  resig- 
nations of  officers  of  the  army.  Indulgences  ouedit 
not  to  he  expected,  nor  can  thev  be  accorded  to  an  of- 
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ficer  when  the  public  interest  may  be  concerned,  and 
his  presence,  or  the  performance  of  duty,  be  neces- 
sary.’’ 

The  president  has  accordingly  been  pleased  to  direct 
that — . " 

I.  “In  time  of  active  service,  and  the  employment 
of  the  army  in  the  field,  as  is  now  the  case  in  Florida 
and  elsewhere,  if  the  resignation  of  any  officer  be  ac- 
cepted, it  shall  take  cfiecl  within  thirty  days  from  the 
date  of  the  order  of  acceptance,  and  the  vacancy  be 
immediately  filled  by  the  next  officer  entitled  to  promo- 
tion, wiio  will  forthwith  proceed  to  the  station  of  the 
officer  resigned,  and  there  relieve  him  in  his  duties.’’ 

Naval.  The  repairs  of  the  U.  S.  steam  ship  Fulton 
having  been  completed,  that  vessel  left  the  Washington 
navy  yard  on  Tuesday  evening  for  Norfolk.  The 
principal  alterations  consist  in  the  erection  o!  a light 
upper  deck,  which  gives  the  captain  a more  commodi- 
ous cabin,  and  increased  accommodations  to  the  ward 
room  officers.  The  guards  of  the  wheels  have  been 
cut  away  near  the  water  line,  by  which  the  space  be- 
tween the  lower  part  of  the  guard  and  the  water  is  in- 
creased about  three  feet. 

The  following  officers  are  attached  to  the  Fulton: 

Captain,  Charles  W.  Skinner. 

Lieutenants,  John  W.  West,  fcj.  0.  Bissell- 
Surgeon,  E.  L.  Dubarry.  Assistant  surgeon,  C.  D. 
Maxwell.  Puiser,  G.  F.  Sawyer.  Master,  C.  W.  Pick- 
ering. Passed  midshipmen,  W.  Waddell,  A.  R.  Talia- 
ferro, H.  H.  Lewis,  W.  S.  Swann,  G.  Wickham.  Mid- 
shipman, W.  C.Brashears. 

Engineer,  C.  H.  Haswell.  1 si  assistants,  J.  Farron, 
N.  Burt.  2d  assistants,  H.  Sanford,  J.  C.  Hines.  Boat- 
swain, T.  M.  Randle!!.  Gunner,  J.  Clapham.  Car- 
penter, J.  Bliss.  Captain's  clerk,  R.  McMurtrie. 

The  commissioners  ot  the  navy  left  Washington  on 
Monday  last,  in  the  steamboat  Columbia,  for  Norfolk, 
ot:  their  annual  tour  of  inspection.  Upon  their  return, 
it  is  expected  they  will  proceed  to  the  north. 

The  French  frigate  L’Astree,  cammandant  Gamier, 
(belonging  to  the  West  India  station,)  from  Vera  C'-ruz 
via  Havana,  twenty  days  from  the  latter,  anchored  in 
Hampton  Roads  on  the  night  of  the  21st  inst.  The 
L’Astree.  was  bound  to  Martinique,  and  encountered 
the  lale  severe  weather,  but  sustained  no  damage.  As 
soon  as  she  obtains  a supply  of  provisions  and  water, 
she  will  proceed  to  her  port  of  destination. 

[Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

Post  office  department.  We  are  requested  to  state 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Kendall, 
bis  first  assistant,  S.  R.  Hobbie,  esq.,  will,  in  pursuance 
of  law,  discharge  all  the  duties  of  postmaster  general 
until  his  return.  [Globe. 

Mail  safety  coaches.  Washington,  Sept.  27,  1838. 

Dear  sir:  1 have  examined  your  United  States  mail 
safety  coach  with  much  satisfaction.  In  form  and  fin- 
ish it  is  admirable,  and  it  approaches  nearer  the  deside- 
ratum for  which  I have  been  seeking  than  any  thing 
which  has  been  presented;  nor  does  it  appear  to  me 
there  is  room  for  improvement,  except  in  some  of  the 
minor  details. 

Not  having  received  acceptable  propositions  to  con- 
vey the  great  southern  mail  in  carriages  to  be  const,'  uct- 
ed  under  the  directions  of  the  department,  I have  no 
opportunity  of  prescribing  the  form  of  one  for  that  pur- 
pose. I am  about  to  pass  over  the  great  western  mail 
iine,  and,  after  observing  the  vehicles  now  in  use,  I can 
better  determine  upon  the  propriety  of  prescribing  your 
model  for  that  service. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Amos  Kendall. 

Mr.  O.  Eaton,  ( firm  of  Eaton  f Gilbert.)  Troy,  A".  1\, 
at  Brown’s  hotel. 

Steam  packets.  A gentleman  who  resides  in  Schuyl- 
kill county,  in  this  state,  in  passing  through  this  city 
on  Tuesday,  addressed  us  a letter  on  business,  from 
which  we  extract  the  following. 

[Philudcijdiia  U.  S.  Gazette. 

“I  left  New  York  in  the  Great  Western  steam  ship 
on  Thursday,  the  16th  August,  at  a quarter  past  five 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  arrived  at  Bristol,  Eng- 
land, oil  the  morning  of  Thursday,  the  30th  August; 
from  thence  I went  to  Birmingham  and  Liverpool — 
then  crossed  the  Irish  sea  to  Dublin — thence  to  the  city 
of  Londonderry,  and  lastly  out  into  the  mountains  of 
Donegal,  the  most  northern  county  of  Ireland — where 
I transacted  all  the  business  for  which  I went  to  Eu- 
rope, and  have  now  returned  by  the  same  ship.  I shall 
reach  my  home,  Schuylkill  coun’y,  to-day.  I travelled 
about  a thousand  miles  in  Europe,  and  altogether  since 
leaving  home  between  seven  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eight  thousand  miles. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a passenger  on  board  the 
steamer  “Royal  William,’’  dated  Liverpool,  Septem- 
ber: 


“We  were  11  (fays,  19  hours,  from  the  anchorage  off 
the  Battery  to  our’ahcliofage  in  the  Mersey — we  had  a 
fine  run — the  passengers  were  much  pleased  with  the 
vessel,  as  you  will  observe  from  the  letter  which  they 
have  published  in  our  journals;  there  was  not  a solitary 
complaint  made  about  any  thing  during  the  entire  pas- 
sage. We  had  fuel  enough  on  hand  tor  900  miles  ad- 
ditional steaming,  notwithstanding  our  having  less  on 
board  by  10  tons  than  when  we  left  Liverpool.  We 
never  went  less  than  8 knots,  and  in  one  instance  we 
steamed  i 2 1-2  knots,  nautical.  Our  engines  and  boil- 
ers were  in  equally  the  same  efficient  condition  as  they 
were  when  she  started  from  Liverpool — not  a shilling 
has  been  laid  out  on  them  since  our  return.” 

The  Royal  William  will  sail  from  Liverpool  on  the 
20th  inst.,  and  had  nearly  40  passengers  engaged  at  the 
last  accounts.  She  is  to  sail  from  New  York  18th  Oc- 
tober, on  her  return. 

Estimated  receipts  of  the  Great  Western,  from  Bristol  to 
New  York. 

140  passengers  at  35  guineas  $24,690 

150  tons  merchandise,  at3Z.  per  ton  2,160 

Letters  (6,750)  1,000 


$27,850 

A very  handsome  business  for  16  days  running  and 
ten  days  in  port.  The  problem  of  Atlantic  steam  na- 
vigation is  solved,  both  as  to  feasibility  and  profit. 

[Journal  Com. 

Case  of  kidnapping  in  New  York.  The  grand  jury 
of  New  York  have  found  bills  of  indictment  against 
the  French  consular  officers  who  were  concerned  in 
taking  away  the  two  Frenchmen  of  the  Alexandre. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  states  that  two  police  offi- 
cers went  over  to  Jersey  on  Thursday  evening  with  a 
warrant  to  arrest  the  French  consul,  M.  De  La  Fle- 
chelle,  which  they  got  endorsed  by  a Jersey  magistrate, 
and  proceeded  to  his  residence.  He,  how  ever,  refused 
to  accompany  them,  and  they  were  obliged  to  return  to 
New  York  city  without  him  until  a requisition  could  be 
got  from  the  governor  at  Albany.  M.  De  La  Flechelle, 
however,  came  over  to  the  city  on  the  next  day  and  sur- 
rendered himself,  and  was  admitted  to  bail  in  the  sum 
of  $5,000. 

Case  of  John  G.  Parker.  We  find  in  the  Oneida 
Whig  a letter  from  the  rev.  Henry  Mandeville,  of  Uti- 
ca, to  the  signers  of  a petition  of  which  he  was  the 
bearer,  for  the  pardon  of  Mr.  John  G.  Parker,  now 
imprisoned  at  Kingston,  Upper  Canada,  The  petition 
was  addressed  to  lord  Durham.  Mr.  Mandeville  pro- 
ceeded with  it  to  Quebec,  where  lie  had  interviews, 
first  with  col.  Couper  and  subseqently  with  lord  Dur- 
ham, in  which  lie  was  very  courteously  received,  and 
favored  with  opportunities  to  advocate  the  cause  with 
which  he  was  entrusted.  He  speaks  very  highly  of 
sir  George  Arthur,  and  expresses  strong  confidence 
that  Mr.  Parker  will  soon  be  liberated.  He  received 
the  following  answer  to  the  petition. 

[A.  Y.  Ccm.  Adv. 

Castle  of  St.  Lewis,  Quebec,  August  30,  1838. 

Sir:  I am  directed  by  his  excellency,  the  governor 
general,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a memorial  from 
the  citizens  of  Utica,  in  the  state  of  New  Yon,-,  pray- 
ing for  his  interpositi  n in  behalf  of  Mr.  Jt  hn  G.  Par- 
ker, now  in  confinement  on  a charge  of  treasonable 
offences. 

His  excellency  desires  me  to  express  to  the  citizens  of 
Utica,  his  high  sense  of  the  praiseworthy  conduct  pur- 
sued by  them  during  the  late  unhappy  disturbances  in 
the  provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  and  his 
entire  sympathy  with  their  wishes  for  peace  and  good 
will  between  two  nations  bound  to  each  other  by  so 
many  ties  of  feeling  and  of  interest.  His  excellency 
will,  in  consequence,  forward  the  memorial  to  his  ex- 
cellency sir  George  Arthur,  and  recommend  it  to  that 
consideration  on  his  part,  which  is  due  to  these  respec- 
table persons  who  have  signed  it.  As  the  case  of  Mr. 
Parker  is  one  which  belongs  entirely  to  the  province  of 
Upper  Canada,  it  must  be  submitted  to  the  officer  en- 
trusted with  the  administration  of  that  province. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Buller, 
Chief  secretary. 

Rev.  Mr.  Mandeville,  Spc.  (yc . 

Benjamin  Franklin.  The  printers  are  preparing  to 
build  a monument  over  their  illustrious  brother  of  the 
craft,  Franklin.  Boston  has  honored  his  memory  by 
placing  an  obelisk  over  the  grave  of  his  father  and 
mother,  and  the  citizens  of  Nantucket,  guardful  of  all 
that  pertains  to  one  so  identified  with  the  renown  of 
his  country,  are  about  erecting  some  durable  memorial 
over  the  maternal  grandfather  and  grandmother  of  the 
patriot,  Peter  Folger,  and  wife,  whose  ashes  are  now 
slumbering  in  the  neglected  grave  yard  of  Mattaket  on 
tliat  island.  [A.  Y.  Star, 
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Etiquette  of  the  court  of  Louis  XIV.  At  the 
king’s  dinner  and  supper,  the  captain  of  the  guard  was 
always  behind  his  majesty’s  arm  chair.  He  allow'ed 
no  one  at  these  times  to  converse  with  him  on  business. 
At  rising,  when  the  first  maid  in  waiting  had  put  on 
the  queen’s  shoes  and  stockings,  her  majesty  herself 
put  on  her  garters,  which,  as  well  as  her  petticoat,  the 
bedchamber  woman  gave  to  her,  having  received  them 
from  the  first  maid  in  waiting,  who  had  presented  them 
to  her.  The  queen,  as  it  appears,  had  the  liberty  to 
put  on  her  garters  herself.  Upon  occasions  it  was  al- 
lowed to  the  king  to  do  the  same,  but  the  valet  de  cham- 
bre  was  obliged  at  bed  time  to  untie  the  garter  of  the 
left  leg;  it  is  not  said  that  he  undid  the  other.  His  ma- 
jesty had  a cravatier,  who  was  to  arrange  his  neckcloth; 
the  office  of  putting  on  the  cravat  belonged  to  the  mas- 
ter of  the  wardrobe.  If,  however,  when  the  cravat 
was  put  on,  the  cravatier  discovered  that  any  part  of  it 
did  not  set  well,  the  cravatier  could  touch  it,  and  him- 
self put  on  the  king’s  cravat  in  the  absence  of  the  su- 
perior officer. 

The  British  house  of  commons.  At  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  council  of  the  Birmingham  political  union, 
Mr.  Attwood,  alluding  to  the  members  of  the  house  ot 
commons,  observed,  “I  must  say  of  them,  as  politi- 
cians, that  they  are  the  worst  set  I ever  knew  assembled 
in  that  house.  I have  been  in  parliament  six  sessions, 
and  this  is  the  third  reformed  parliament;  and,  as  far  as 
I can  judge  of  it,  it  is  worse  than  the  old  boroughmon- 
gering  set.  It  has  less  sympathy  with  the  interests  of 
industrious  classes;  and  it  is  still  more  indifferent  to  the 
foreign  honor  of  the  nation.’’  A picture  more  faithful 
than  this  of  the  present  constitution  of  the  house  of 
commons  was  never  yet  drawn.  [London  paper 

Resignation  of  Lord  Durham.  The  following  post- 
script of  a letter  from  a correspondent  of  the  N.  York 
Commercial  Advertiser,  dated  Quebec,  September  22, 
contains  the  important  information  ot  the  resignation 
of  lord  Durham,  and  of  the  causes  which  have  led  to 
this  step: 

Highly  important.  As  I predicted,  the  earl  of  Dur- 
ham has  avowed  his  determinatioa  to  resign  his  admi- 
nistration, and  leave  the  country  immediately  on  his  re- 
ceipt ot  the  official  proceedings  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment. 

This  day,  at  half  past  three  o’clock,  he  met,  by  ap- 
pointment, the  delegates  from  the  lower  provinces,  to 
wit:  the  hon.  Messrs.  Johnson,  Uniacke  and  Young, 
from  Nova  Scotia— Messrs.  Simonds,  Johnston,  Peters, 
Robertson  and  Kirk,  from  New  Brunswick — and  Mess. 
Dalrymple,  Haviland  and  Pope,  from  Prince  Edward’s. 
Mr.  Johnston,  from  Nova  Scotia,  is  the  solicitor  gene- 
ral of  that  province.  Mr.  Simonds  is  speaker  of  the 
assembly  of  New  Brunswick,  and  Mr.  Dalrymple 
speaker  of  the  assembly  of  Prince  Edward. 

The  hon.  Mr.  Johnston,  of  Halifax,  acted  as  chair- 
man of  the  delegates,  and  on  their  behalf  read  the  ad- 
dress. The  address  and  his  excellency’s  answer  are 
to  be  published  in  the  paper  of  this  evening,  which  you 
will  get  by  mail.  You  will  find  them  important  docu- 
ments, and  of  course  you  will  let  them  follow  this  letter. 

After  the  answer  had  been  given  to  the  delegates, 
lord  Durham  spoke  to  them  in  the  most  impressive 
manner  for  some  ten  minutes,  expressing  his  sentiments 
more  fully  than  he  had  done  in  his  written  answer. — 
He  thanked  them  for  their  promptness  in  complying 
with  his  invitation  to  meet  him,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sulting on  the  welfare  of  the  several  provinces.  He 
was  happy  to  find  that  but  one  sentiment  prevailed — a 
determination  never  to  he  separated  from  England — the 
home  of  their  fathers. 

His  lordship  said  that,  amid  all  the  perplexities  which 
had  surrounded  him,  he  had  found  consolation  and 
pleasure,  in  looking  forward  to  the  prospect  of  a 
settlement  of  the  many  difficulties  which  presented 
themselves  at  almost  every  step.  The  calling  together 
the  delegates  from  the  lower  provinces  was  a subject 
on  which  he  had  bestowed  a good  deal  of  thought,  and 
he  had  entertained  hopes  that  some  plan  could  be 
adopted  which  would  benefit  each  province,  and 
strengthen  the  bonds  of  the  whole,  thereby  shedding 
a lustre  on  that  country,  which,  of  all  others,  might  be 
considered  the  glory  of  the  world. 

His  excellency  remarked  that  difficulties  might  have 
presented  themselves  in  the  arrangement  of  a union; 
but  he  assured  the  delegates  that  his  great  object  would 
have  been  the  good  of  the  whole,  and  not  particularly  that 
of  the  Canadas;  he  would  have  heard  with  attention 
every  argument  which  could  have  been  brought  for- 
ward, and  would  have  endeavored  to  satisfy  all.  He 
declared  that  whaiever  he  did  should  be  done  openly 
and  fairly,  and  never  would  he  make  use  of  deception 
to  gain  any  point;  that  was  the  language  he  used  to 
the  emperor  of  Russia,  when  he  was  ambassador  to 
that  court,,  and  that  course  should  guide  him  in  all  pur- 
suits through  life. 

Lord  Durham  then  alluded  to  the  Canadas — said 
they  were  very  imperfectly  known  by  those  at  home. 
He  knew  very  little  about  them  while  in  England.  He 
came  out,  he  said,  not  to  gratify  his  own  personal  feel- 
ings, but  to  obey  the  .commands  of  his  sovereign.  His 
view  of  this  country  had  greatly  changed  since  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  her  resources,  and  with  a por- 
tion of  her  inhabitants;  and  wherever  he  might  be 
called,  and  however  employed,  he  should  always  cher- 
ish an  ardent  wish  for  the  prosperity  of  this  vast 
country. 

It  had  been  his  aim,  and  the  dearest  object  of  his 
wishes,  to  be  able  to  inform  her  majesty  that  her  fine 


possessions  in  British  America  might  lie  considered  one 
of  the  richest  gems  of  her  dominions — that  the  entire 
population  were  in  a perfect  state  of  harmony  and 
friendship,  and  that  each  party  was  striving  which 
could  most  promote  the  good  of  the  whole.  He  had 
not  yet  brought  into  action  those  measures  which  were 
intended  for  the  good  of  the  country,  but  several  of 
them  were  nearly  completed,  and  would  almost  imme- 
diately have  been  made  public. 

At  a moment  wlren  he  was  about  to  complete  those 
plans  which  had  been  maturing,  party  spirit  interposed 
her  withering  hand,  and  blasted  all  his  hopes  fur  the 
welfare  of  tne  Canadas.  He  could  not,  he  did  not 
wish  to,  conceal  from  the  gentlemen  present,  that,  the 
recent  intelligence  from  England,  although  not  official 
to  him,  had  made  a very  deep  impression  on  his  mind. 

Opposition  from  lord  Brougham,  and  from  those  act- 
ing with  him,  was  no  more  than  he  might  expect,  but 
he  was  compelled  to  say  that  he  had  been  . put  down — sa- 
crificed  by  kis  friends! — those  whose  duty  it  was  to  stand 
forth  in  his  defence,  at  a period  when  his  political  ene- 
mies were  using  their  utmost  energies  to  destroy  him. 

He  continued.  It  was,  he  said,  the  duty  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s ministers  to  support  him  in  the  hour  of  persecu- 
tion, and  not  to  join  with  his  bitter  foes  in  striking  at  his 
head. 

[Here  his  lordship  was  so  overcome  that  he  had  to 
retire  to  a distant  part  of  the  room.  Returning,  he 
offered  an  apology,  but  none  was  needed,  for  every  one 
present  had  partaken  of  the  same  feeling  that  had 
come  over  his  lordship.] 

Deprived  of  all  ability  to  do  any  thing  for  Canada,  it 
could  be  of  no  use  for  him  to  remain  longer  in  the 
country,  and  he  should  leave  it  as  soon  as  he  received  the 
official  accounts  of  the  parliamentary  doings.  It  was  his 
intention  to  be  on  his  way  for  England  by  the  10th  Oc- 
tober. He  took  an  affectionate  farewell  of  the  dele- 
gates, tendering  to  them  the  steam  frigate  Medusa  to 
convey  them  home.  That  beautiful  vessel  sails  in  the 
morning  at  7 o’clock,  with  a portion  of  them,  and  the 
residue  go  up  to-night  in  the  Canada,  and  will  visit  the 
city  of  New  York  via  the  Falls. 

Yesterday  and  to-day,  a large  number  of  highly  re- 
spectable persons  called  at  the  castle,  and  left  their 
names  to  an  address  praying  his  excellency  to  re- 
main in  charge  of  the  government  at  this  critical  junc- 
ture. 


LATE  FROM  ENGLAND. 

The  packet  ship  England,  arrived  at  New  York 
from  Liverpool,  brings  London  papers  of  the  18th 
and  Liverpool  of  the  20th  August.  The  follovvffig 
are  extracts  from  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  Cou- 
rier, Express,  and  Commercial  Advertiser. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  annexed  accounts  that 
bread  stuffs  had  fallen  in  price  in  England.'  The 
receipts  of  both  foreign  and  domestic  wheat  had 
been  very  large.  Almost  all  fears  respecting  the 
harvest  in  France  had  subsided,  and  there  is  now 
every  expectation  that  it  will  be  abundant. 

Cotton  had  been  dull  during  the  week  ending 
with  the  17th,  but  was  more  active  on  Saturday  the 
18th. 

The  packet  ship  Shakspeare,  which  sailed  from 
New  York  on  the  28th  of  July,  arrived  on  the  19th 
! of  August.  The  Royal  William  steamer  also  ar- 
I rived  on  the  19th.  She  sailed  from  New  York  on 
I the  4th.  The  packet  ship  Cambridge  was  going 
1 in  on  the  20th. 

The  steam  ship  Great  Western  had,  on  the  19th 
August,  97  berths  engaged  for  her  return  trip  to 
New  York. 

ENGLAND. 

Parliament  was  prorogued  by  the  queen  in  per- 
son on  the  16th  August.  She  delivered  the  follow- 
ing speech  on  the  occasion. 

Her  majesty’s  speech. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen:  The  state  of  pub- 
lic business  enables  me  to  close  this  protracted  and 
laborious  session. 

I have  to  lament  that  the  civil  war  in  Spain  forms 
an  exception  to  the  general  tranquillity.  I conti- 
nue to  receive  from  all  foreign  powers  the  strongest 
assurance  of  their  desire  to  maintain  with  me  the 
most  amicable  relations. 

The  disturbances  and  insurrections  which  had, 
unfortunately,  broken  out  in  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada,  have  been  promptly  suppressed,  and  I en- 
tertain a confident  hope  that  firm  and  judicious 
measures  will  empower  you  to  restore  a constitu- 
tional form  of  government,  which  unhappy  events 
have  compelled  you  for  a time  to  suspend. 

I rejoice  at  the  progress  wffiich  has  been  made  in 
my  colonial  possessions  towards  the  entire  abolition 
of  negro  apprenticeship. 

I have  observed  with  much  satisfaction  the  at- 
tention which  you  have  bestowed  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  country. — 
I trust  that  the  mitigation  of  the  law  of  imprison- 
ment for  debt  will  prove  at  once  favorable  to  the 
liberty  of  my  subjects,  and  safe  for  commercial  cre- 
dit; and  that  the  established  church  will  derive  in- 
creased strength  and  efficiency  from  the  restriction 
of  the  granting  benefices  in  plurality. 

I have  felt  great  pleasure  in  giving  my  assent  to 


the  'bill  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  Ire- 
land. I cherish  the  expectation  (hat  its  provisions 
have  been  so  cautiously  framed,  and  will  be  so  pru- 
dently executed,  that  whilst  they  contribute  to  re- 
lieve distress,  they  will  tend  to  preserve  order,  and 
to  encourage- habits  of  industry  and  exertion. 

I trust  likewise  that  the  act  which  you  have 
passed  relating  to  the  composition  for  tithes  in  Ire- 
land, will  increase  the  security  of  that  property, 
and  promote  internal  peace. 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons:  I 
cannot  sufficiently  thank  you  lor  your  despatch  and 
liberality  in  providing  for  the  expenses  of  my  house- 
hold and  the  maintenance  of  the  honor  and  the  dig- 
nity of  the  crown.  I offer  you  my  warmest  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  addition  which  you  have 
rnadfe  to  the  income  of  tny  beloved  mother. 

I thank  you  for  the  supplies  which  you  have 
voted  for  the  ordinary  public  service,  as  well  as  for 
the  readiness  with  which  you  have  provided  means 
to  meet  the  extraordinary  expenses  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  state  of  my  Canadian  possessions. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen:  The  many  useful 
measures  which  you  have  been  able  to  consider, 
while  the  settlement  of  the  civil  list  and  the  state 
of  Canada  demanded  so  much  of  your  attention, 
are  a satisfactory  proof  of  your  zeal  for  the  public 
good.  You  are  so  well  acquainted  with  the  duties 
which  now  devolve  upon  you  in  your  respective 
counties,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  remind  you  of 
them.  In  the  discharge  of  them,  you  may  securely 
rely  upon  my  firm  support;  and  it  only  remains  to 
express  an  humble  hope  that  Divine  Providence 
may  watch  over  us  all,  and  prosper  our  united  ef- 
forts for  the  welfare  of  our  country. 

The  lord  chancellor  announced  that  the  parlia- 
ment stood  prorogued  till  Thursday,  the  lllh  of  Oc- 
tober next. 

The  Canada  indemnity  bill  was  read  a third  time 
and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  lords  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Paris  Moniteur  of  the  14th  August  contains 
the  ordinances  legalizing  (be  Orleans  and  Paris,  and 
Havre  and  Paris  railroads. 

The  Commerce  says  that  the  police  had  been  for 
some  days  engaged  in  searching  for  a secret  press 
from  which  papers  had  beerv  issued  tending  to  ex- 
cite the  Bonaparlists  to  make  an  effort  in  favor 
Louis  Napoleon. 

The  “Bank  of  Commerce,”  established 
Lafitte,  is  represented  to  have  been  eminent] 
cessful.  The  discounts  had  risen  from  7, 
lo  20, 000, ('00  of  francs  per  month,  the  latt 
the  amount  in  July. 

The  Bou  Sens  stales  that  the  king  had 
to  send  marshal  Gerard  to  the  Belgian  fronti 
to  establish  a camp  of  30,000  men  on  the  Rhi 
Doubted  by  the  Courier  Francais. 

The  Courier  Francais  says  that  the  Mexic 
blockading  squadron  is  lo  be  increased  to  22  ships. 
Baron  Deliaudis  had  arrived  fiom  Mexico. 

Accounts  from  Rome  stated  that  the  cardir 
Fescli,  uncle  of  Napoleon,  was  at  the  point  of  death. 

The  report  gathers  strength  that  Louis  Bonaparte 
will  end  (he  difficulties  between  France  and  Swit- 
zerland by  a voluntary  expatriation. 

Previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Liverpool  and 
Manchester  railway,  there  were  no  more  than 
146,000  passengers  in  (he  year  travelling  between 
the  two  places  by  coaches,  whereas  the  present 
number,  By  railway  alone,  exceeds  500,000. 

The  Portuguese  government  have  had  the  good 
fortune  lo  break  lip  a formidable  band  of  Miguelife 
insurgents,  and  to  capture  the  Guerilla  chieftain, 
Remccliido.  The  man  was  put  to  death;  but  it 
seems  be  has  left  behind  him  a son  equally  daring 
and  cunning  with  himself. 

The  Augsburg  Gazette  of  the  11th  August  slates, 
that  the  Egyptian  government  having  advertised 
for  sale  16,000  bales  of  cotton,  at  16  crowns  the 
quintal,  no  purchasers  had  offered  to  take  any  at 
that  price.  Ali  accordingly  resolved  cn  exporting 
it,  at  his  own  expense,  to  Liverpool,  Marseilles  and 
Trieste. 

A letter  from  Constantinople,  in  the  Morning 
Herald,  dated  the  25th  July,  gives  the  important 
information  that  Mr.  McNeil,  the  British  envoy  to 
the  court  of  Persia,  had  broken  off  all  communica- 
tion wjth  the  shah,  and  was  on  his  way  to  Constan- 
tinople, there  to  await  further  instructions.  This 
step  was  caused  by  the  obstinacy  of  the  shah,  in 
keeping  up  the  war  upon  Herat,  which  was  be- 
lieved to  be  the  effect  of  Russian  influence. 

A letter  from  Athens,  dated  July  27th,  gives  a 
lamentable  account  of  matters  in  that  kingdom. — 
The  revenue  from  (he  land  tax  was  expected  to  be 
only  £150,000,  being  a fourth  less  than  that  of  last 
year.  The  scarcity  of  money  was  beyond  descrip- 
tion, owing  to  the  constant  drain  required  for  the 
payment  of  the  foreign  troops  and  office  holders. 

The  annual  expenditure  was  eighteen  millions  of 
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drachmes,  giving  23  drachmes,  or  10s.  Cd.  sterling, 
per  head  as  the  rate  of  taxation;  but  the  actual  re- 
venue was  only  about  9,000,000  francs. 

The  king  is  declared  to  be  little  better  than  half- 
witted, and  enormously  extravagant;  and  to  crown 
all,  the  country  was  infested  with  bands  of  robbers. 

It  was  reported  at  Madrid  on  the  8th  of  August 
that  the  difference  between  Espartero  and  the  mi- 
nisters had  been  settled. 

The  siege  of  Morelia  was  commenced  by  general 
Oraa.  Don  Carlos  was  still  at  Onate;  his  general- 
in-chief,  Maroto,  was  employed  in  strengthening 
the  defences  of  Estalla,  which  Espartero  was  pre- 
paring to  attack. 

Private  letters  from  Warsaw  dated  28th  nit.  refer 
to  an  extraordinary  conspiracy  said  to  have  been 
detected  in  the  Polish  capital — (denounced  by  the 
French  government  as  it  was  believed) — and  to 
•which  was  attributed  the  numerous  arrests  which 
hfd  lately  taken  place  in  Warsaw  and  other  parts 
of  Poland.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  conspirators,, 
among, whom  were  several  Russian  officers,  lo  blow 
up.  the  emperor  in  the  fortress  of  Bola,  to  visit 
which  was  the  principal  object  of  bis  journey’. 

Advices  from  Cairo  of  tbe  2-ith  ult.  state  that  re- 
ports of  a probable  war  had  again  circulated  in  that 
city,  and  that  2,400  recruits,  w ho  had  been  in  (rain- 
ing there  during  the  last  six  months,  had  suddenly 
been  ordered  to  march  for  Syria,  across  the  desert. 
Mehemet  Ali  was  still  at  Alexandria  on  the  17th, 
but  had  sent  for  the  steamer  Nile,  to  embark  in  her, 
in  case  any  event  should  render  his  presence  neces- 
sary in  Syria. 

Accounts  from  Alexandria  of  the  20t!i  nit.  were 
received  to-day  by  way  of  Trieste.  The  captain 
Pasha,  w'ho  had  gone  thither  to  settle  the  differences 
between  the  Porto  and  the  Pasha  of  Egypt,  was 
said  to  be  on  his  return,  after  obtaining  a satisfac- 
tory result  through  tire  intervention  of  tile  consuls 
of  the  principal  European  states,  and  it  was  ex- 
pected in  consequence  that  tire  Turkish  fleet,  which 
was  at  Poros,  waiting  tbe  issue,  would  return  to 
Constantinople.  It  w as  known  by  tbe  letters  of 
the  17th  that  tbe  Pasha  of  Egypt,  who,  in  his  capa- 
city of  merchant,  has  been  accumulating  a large 
stock  of  cotton  for  tire  last  IS  nronths,  intended  at 
last  to  dispose  of  a portion  of  it,  but  these  letters 
state  that  he  was  not  able  to  obtain  tbe  price  lie  de- 
manded, and  that  Ire  lias  determined  to  make  large 
shipments  for  sale  in  tli.W  country.  The  circum- 
stance, with  others,  has  helped  to  establish  the  be- 
lief of  tire  differences  with  Turkey  having  been 
settled,  as  this  stock  of  cotton  was  among  the  “mu- 
nitions of  war,”  by*  which  an  intimation  was  con- 
veyed to  his  adversary  that  he  was  prepared  for  the 
worst. 

London,  Saturday,  .dug.  18 th — Two  o'clock.  The 
British  securities  have  rather  improved  in  value  this 
morning.  Consols  for  money  have  touched  94  to 
1-4;  for  account  94  1-4  lias  been  the  ruling  quota- 
tion. Bank  stock  lias  improved  to  28.  Exchequer 
bills  continue  at  74  72  prern. 

London,  Aug.  IS — United  States  funds.  New  York 
state  stocks,  5 percts.  1850,94;  do,  I860,  9-3:  Penn- 
sylvania 5 per  cts.  1853,  95;  do  1865,  95;  Ohio,  6 
percts,  1856,  101  1 2;  Louisiana,  1341,  96  1-2; 
Alabama  sterling  bonds,  1359,  93  4;  Indiana  5 per 
cents,  1864,  83  4,  Illinois  6 per  cent.  93  4;  New 
York  city  stock,  5 per  cents  91  2;  New  Orleans 
sterling  bonds,  92;  United  States  Bank,  £25. 

The  European  grain  market.  French  crops.  The 
most  encouraging  accounts  continued  to  reach  the 
French  capital  from  the  departments,  where  the 
splendid  weather  that  sat  in  on  the  10th  had  con- 
tinued, with  every  prospect  of  long  duration,  and 
with,  it  need  hardly  be  said,  the  best  possible  effects 
on  the  crops.  Most  of  the  corn  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Paris  has  been  cut  and  carried.  Generally 
speaking,  and  particularly  on  the  rich  and  fertile 
banks  of  the  Marne,  in  La  Brie,  and  in  Beance, 
the  present  halves,  would,  it  was  expected,  prove 
not  only  more  abundant  but  superior  in  quality  to 
any  gathered  during  some  years  past. 

In  Picardy  and  other  exposed  districts  the  wheats 
were  not  quite  fit  for  the  sickle,  but  the  prevailing 
hot,  sunny,  cloudless  weather,  with  dry  and  rather 
high  winds,  would  naturally  accelerate  the  ripen- 
ing of  tile  grain,  and  admit  of  its  being  rapidly  reap- 
ed and  housed.  Even  in  the  departments,  just  al- 
luded to,  as  less  advanced  than  those  ot  the  Seine 
and  of  the  Marne,  the  greater  part  of  the  rye  and 
barley,  and  much  of  the  oats,  had  been  cut  and  sav- 
ed. All  fears  for  a scarcity  were  consequently  fast 
subsiding,  but  all  hands  would  necessarily  be  em- 
ployed in  the  fields  for  yet  a week  longer,  the  mar- 
kets would  not  be  so  abundantly  supplied  with  the 
new  grain  as  to  produce  any  immediate  sensible  ef- 
fect on  prices. 

British  grain  market.  Liverpool,  Aug.  18.  We 
have  this  w'eek  had  very  limited  supplies  to  our 
corn  market.  The  favorable  change  in  the  weather 


lias,  at  the  same  time,  had  the  usual  eflect  on  the 
trade,  checking  the  disposition  to  purchase,  and  in- 
ducing those  desirous  to  sell  to  meet  the  languor  of 
tile  demand  by  a reduction  of  price.  A,t yesterday’s 
market  wheat,  botli  bonded  and  free,  was  noted  4d  to 
6d . per  bushel  lower  than  on  Tuesday.  English 
wheat  was  sold  at  l2sto  12s  6d,  Hie  best  runs  of  Iiisii 
at  10s  fxl  lo  11s  3d,  and  10s  per  70  ibs.  may  be  con- 
sidered a top  quotation  for  foreign  in  bond oats 

were  sold  Id  to  2d  per  bushel,  and  flour  and  oatmeal 
is  Is  a 2s  per  sack  and  load,  respectively  cheaper. 

Wakefield , 17.  The  weather  having  been  very 
fine  since  Saturday  last,  had  the  usual  efiect  on  Ihe 
trade  at  this  season.  The  arrivals  of  all  grain  con- 
tinue veiy  moderate.  Wheat  only  finds  buyers,  and 
that  in  retail  at  a decline  of  2s  to  4s.  But  few  sam- 
ples are  offering,  the  large  quantity  sold  last  week 
haviftg  nearly  cleared  out  all  our  granaries. 

Birmingham,  16.  During  the  present  week,  the 
weather  having  been  very  fine  lias  checkoff  the  rise 
in  wheat,  and  some  good  English  red  has  changed 
hands  at  10s  6d  per  62  lbs,  delivered  at  Birming- 
ham, and  a parcel  of  Kubanc,  in  bond  at  66s  per  im- 
perial quarter  at  Gloucester. 

There  is  reason  to  believe,  says  the  London 
Times,  that  the  reported  scantiness  in  the  stocks ol 
corn  on  hand  in  various  of  the  continental  ports  and 
corn  growing  countries  lias  been  purposely  and 
greatly  exaggerated  by  interested  parlies  here,  with  a 
view  to  its  double  action  in  the  way  of'enhancing  pri- 
ces and  reducing  tbe  dutiesas  regulated  by  the  avera- 
ges. It  appears  from  detailed  statements  from  Dant- 
zic,  that  although  less  corn  than  usual  would  be  fur- 
nished by  Poland,  on  account  of  a partial  failure  in 
the  crops;  yet  that  in  Danlzie  itself,  the  vast  store- 
houses contained  the  very  considerable  stocks 
which  remained  on  hand  at  the  end  of  December 
last,  which  are  still  untouched,  or  almost  so.  The 
rise  ofprices  here  and  elsewhere,  oflate,  had  induc- 
ed the  merchants  of  that  port  to  speculate  on  the 
chances  of  still  further  advances. 

To  this  end,  their  own  reserves  are  carefully 
withheld  from  the  market,  and  they  limit  themselves 
lo  execute  pressing  orders  received  from  abroad 
from  such  parcels  as  may  be  brought  forward  from 
the  interior  by  necessitous  land  proprietors,  in  want 
ol'  tiie  money  . As  up  to  the  beginning  of  July  the 
rise  upon  wheats  in  Dantzic  was  already  equal  to 
nearly  5!)  per  cent.,  and  the  harvests  generally, 
botli  abroad  and  at  home,  are  far  from  wearing  now 
tiie  unfavourable  appearance  then  calculated  upon, 
it  is  not  unlikely  that  tiie  speculators  may  be  out  of 
their  reckoning.  It  would  seem  that  speculations 
for  the  advance  had  been  carried  to  sucli  an  extent 
on  the  exchange  there  as  in  the  shape  of  time  bar- 
gains lo  resemble  tiie  gambling  in  the  stocks  here 
during  periods  of  political  excitement: 

Manchester,  Aug.  18.  There  was  a slender  at- 
tendance of  buyers  this  morning,  and  transactions 
were  more  limited  From  the  notations  oftliis  day 
week,  we  notice  a deduction  of  6d  per  70  lbs.  and 
on  flour  of  from  4s  to  5s  per  280  lbs. 

London,  Aug  17.  The  arrival  of  both  English 
and  foreign  wheat  durilig  the  week  has  been  consi- 
derable; this,  coupled  witli  the  favorable  weather 
for  the  growing  crops,  have  much  depressed  the 
trade.  Free  wheat  must  be  noted  at  fully  2s,  and 
bonded  at  3s  a 4s  per  quarter  lower  from  Monday 
last,  and  even  at  this  decline  but  little  business. lias 
been  transacted. 

London,  Aug.  18.  Grain— At  this  morning’s  mar- 
ket we  had  a large  show  of  wheat  from  Essex 
and  Suffolk,  and  a few  fresh  runs  up  from  Kent. 
The  trade  opened  very  heavily,  and  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  effect  sales  without  a reduction  of  2s  per 
quarter  on  the  currency  of  Monday  last.  Some  of 
the  factors  were  not  disposed  to  do  this,  but  prefer- 
red holding.  A fair  business,  however,  was  trans- 
acted at  the  above  decline.  Tiie  supply  of  foreign 
wheat  has  been  very  plentiful  since  our  last,  the  re- 
ceipts during  the  week  amounting  to  upwards  of 
38,000  quarters;  the  holders  of  bonded  were  conse- 
quently more  disposed  to  sell  to-day,  and  we  must 
quote  the  article  fully  3s  per  quarter  lower  than 
last  Monday.  Of  ship  flour  a fair  quantity  has  ar- 
rived since  last  Saturday,  and  prices  were  to-day 
with  difficulty  maintained. 

Correspondence  of  ihe  Journal  of  Commerce . 

Liverpool,  Aug.  17. 

Cotton.  The  demand  throughout  the  week  has 
been  very  moderate,  but  as  holders  offer  their  stocks 
sparingly,  no  change  in  prices  has  occurred,  ex- 
cepting for  common  qualities  of  American,  which 
are  rather  lower. 

The  sales  of  tobacco  this  week  amount  to  110 
hogsheads  of  which  40  were  for  Ireland,  and  the 
remainder  for  manufactures,  without  . change  in 
prices. 

Liverpool,  August  18th. 

We  have  had  a most  gratifying  change  of  weath- 
er, and  our  grain  market  has  consequently  become 


very  inanimate  at  receding  prices.  The  duty  on 
wheat  to  day  is  13s  8d  per  quarter,  and  on  flour  8s 
2^d  per  bbi.  With  a continuance  of  the  present 
weather  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  present  duty  will 
fall  6s  8d  for  wheat,  and  4s  on  flour.  The  last 
average  regulating  duly  was  6'9s  Id.  The  average, 
admitting  wheat  at  tiie  lowest  duty,  is  73s. 

To-day  we  quote  English  wheat  at  10s  to  12s  6d 
per  70  lbs;  red  wheat  in  bond  9s  Id  per  70  lbs; 
American  sour  flour  in  bond  36s  to  37s  per  bbi. 
All  Ihese  rates  must,  however, be  considered  nominal. 

P.  S.  To-day  our  cotton  market  is  steady  at  yes- 
terday’s prices. 

Liverpool  cotton  market,  Aug.  18. 

Considerable  less  cotton  has  been  offered  to-day 
which  has  enable  holders  to  realize  prices  in  several 
instances,  which  were  not  obtained  during  .the 
week.  Surats  are  confined  to  a few  hands,  and' 
arc  likewise  dearer. 

The  sales  for  tiie  week  ending  yesterday  amount- 
ed to  17,120  bales  of  which  4,630  were  upland, 
at  5jr  a 8;  5,300  Orleans,  at  5}  a 7£,  witli  a few 
bales  at  8^  a 9;  2,220  Alabama  and  Mobile,  at  a 
7£,  with  16  at  9-Id;  140  Sea  Island  at  19  a 36d;  and 
270  stained,  at  5 a 15d,  (of  which  240  were  by  auc- 
tion,) 1000  American  were  taken  on  speculation, 
and  1000  for  export.  The  sales  to-day  are  estimat- 
ed at  3000  bales. 

There  has  been  a better  demand  for  turpentine, 
about  4000  bbls  have  been  sold  at  11s  3 a 11s  8d. 
The  weather  continues  favorable  for  the  approach- 
ing harvest,  and  the  corn  markets  are  declining. 

VERY  LATE  FROM  EUROPE. 

From  the  New  York  papers  of  Tuesday  the  25th  inst. 

The  steam  packet  Great  Western  arrived  at  the  quar- 
antine ground  last  evening  about  half  past  ten  o’cjock. 
Site  sailed  from  Bristol  on  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  inst., 
having  thus  performed  the  passage  in  about  sixteen 
days.  By  this  arrival,  London  and  Liverpool  papers  to 
the  7th  and  Bristol  to  tiie  8th  inst.  inclusive,  have  been 
received. 

As  was  anticipated  here,  the  Great  Western  has  ex- 
perienced very  severe  weather  on  her  passage,  but  it  has 
only  served  to  test  her  good  qualities,  and  the  safety  of 
Atlantic  steam  navigation. 

The  Great  Western  brings  the  astonishing  number 
of  143  cabin  passengers.  All  her  130  berths  were  en- 
gaged before  site  arrived  out.  The  London  Times 
says — “So  numerous  were  the  applications  made,  and 
of  course  tbe  number  disappointed,  that  premiums  of 
twenty  guineas  have  been  offered)  and  would  be  given, 
for  berths  on  tbe  first  refusal  of  vacancies  from  parties 
who  by  any  accident  might  be  prevented  trom  going.  In 
one  instance  a party  having  engaged  a double  berth, 
was  written  lo  in  Devonshire,  to  request  accommoda- 
tion for  a passenger,  if  the  whole  were  not  absolutely 
wanted.’’ 

The  steam  ship  Royal  William  is  advertised  m Gore’s 
Advertiser.. to  sail  on  the  20ih  of  September,  and  tiie 
Liverpool  abotit  the  20tli  of  October,  tor  litis  port. 

Messrs.  Curling  and  Young  of  Limehouse,  the  build- 
ers of  tiie  British  Queen,  have  begun  a steam  ship  of 
2,000  tons,  being  400  tons  more  than  the  British  Queen. 
Site  is  not  to  be  so  long  as  that  vessel,  but  much  wider. 

GREAT  BRITAIN: 

We  rejoice  to  say  that  the  weather  in  England  has 
been  “glorious’’  for  harvesting,  as  the  papers  express  it, 
and  from  the  aggregate  of  accounts  m the  papers  be- 
fore us,  some  of  which  are  given  below,  we  are  inclin- 
ed to  think  the  crop  will  be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  an  aver- 
age one.  Tiie  speculators  for  very  high  prices,  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic,  will  be  apt  to  get  their  fingers 
burnt. 

The  grain  trade  has  continued  to  occupy  a considera- 
ble share  of  public  attention,  as,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, might  be  expected.  Although  the  weather 
has  been  fine,  generally  speaking,  the  prices  of  wheat 
have  not  gone  down  anj'  thing  like  what  might  have 
been  expected — which  circumstance  strengthens  the 
belief  previously  entertained,  that  tiie  harvest  will  be 
deficient.  Those  who  are  of  the  opposite  opinion  be- 
lieve that  prices  will  come  down,  and  that  shortly. 
This,  of  course,  is  a matter  of  opinion  at  present.  The 
duty  on  foreign  wheat  is  now  two  shillings  and  eight 
pence  per  quarter.  Whether  it  will  come  down  to  one 
shilling  per  quarter,  is  at  present  a matter  entirely  ot 
speculation.  Tiie  speculations  for  low  duties  have  been 
very  extensive. 

Money  in  London  was  2 3-4  on  tiie  very  first  bills, 
and  discounting  had  been  extensive. 

There  is  no  material  change  in  the  prices  oj  cotton. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson  left  London  on  the  29th  of 
August  for  Scotland.  . , , r 

The  earl  of  Derby  has  sustained  a severe  attack  of 
paralvsis.  The  latest  notice  of  ins  case  was  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th,  that  he  was  much  better  than  at 
any  previous  period  since  the  attack. 

Mr.  Stevenson  had  been  confined  to  his  room  for 
ten  days,  by  severe  illness,  but  on  the  24th  August  was 
able  to  ride  out  in  his  carriage.  , , . 

One  of  the  magazines  asserts  that  the  author  ot  the 
well-known  enigma  “’Twas  whispered  in  heaven  and 
muttered  in  hell,”  has  been  ascertained  to  be  a Miss 
Fanshaw,  and  not  lord  Byron,  to  whom  it  has  been 

attributed.  „ „ , . ■ , . t> 

The  king  and  queen  of  Belgium  arrived  at  Rams- 
gate on  the  4th  of  September,  and  were  received  at  the 
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pier  by  the  duke  of  Wellington  and  a deputy  from 
the  inhabitants;  they  left  Ramsgate  the  next  morning 
for  Windsor. 

A Mr.  Mirfin  was  killed  in  a duel  by  captain  Elliott, 
at  Wimbledon,  on  the  22d  of  August.  After  a pro- 
longed investigation  the  coroner’s  jury  returned  a ver- 
dict of  wilful  murder  against  captain  Elliott  and  three 
others.  The  surviving  parties  had  fled  to  France. 

The  marquis  of  Clanricardc  has  been  appointed  am- 
bassador to  Russia.  He  is  the  son-in-law  of  the  late 
George  Canning. 

The  governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land do  hereby  give  notice,  that  on  and  after  the  6di 
instant  they  will  be  ready  to  receive  applications  for 
loans,  upon  deposite  of  approved  bills  of  exchange,  not 
having  more  than  six  months  to  run;  such  loans  to  be 
repaid  on  or  before  the  19th  of  October  next,  with  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  3 1-2  per  cent;  to  be  for  loans  of 
not  less  than  £2,000  each. 

American  stocks,  London,  S;  ptembei'7.- — The  trans- 
actions in  American  securities  have  been  limited  since 
oxtr  last  report.  The  following  are  the  present  quota- 
tions tor  them. 

Five  per  cent,  pounds  sterling  Alabama,  93  94 — five 
per  cent.  Louisiana  [Baring’s]  95  to  1-2 — five  per  cent. 
Louisiana  [Lizardt’s]  96  to  1-2— six  per  cent.  Mississip- 
pi, 95 — six  per  cent.  Ohio,  1856,  101 — five  per  cent. 
New  York,  92  to  95 — five  per  cent.  Pennsylvania,  ac- 
cording to  dates,  93  to  97. 

United  States  bank  shares,  £25 — five  per  cent.  New 
York  city,  91  to  92 — six  per  cent.  Virginia,  95 — six  per 
cent.  Camden  and  Amboy  railroad,  102  1-2 — six  per 
cent.  Blinois,  94  to  96 — six  per  cent.  Maryland,  100 — 
five  per  cent.  South  Carolina  in  £ sterling,  95. 

London , Sept.  7,  ( evening ) — citv,  twelve  o’clock — 
Consols  are  firm  at  94  3-4  to  1-4  for  money,  and  94  3-8 
ior  the  16th  October,  exchequer  bills  are  7is.  to  73s. 
premium.  India  stock  is  265. 

STATE  OF  TRADE. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  our  market  for  several 
days  past.  The  demand  for  yarn  continues  languid, 
and  the  prices  are  consequently  depressed;  but  there  is 
a good  demand  for  almost  all  kinds  of  piece  goods,  at 
steady  and  remunerating  prices. 

[Manchester  Guardian,  Sept  5. 

Rochdale  flannel  market,  Monday.  There  is  nothing 
essentially  different  to  report  of  this  days  market  front 
those  of  the  last  two  or  three  weeks.  There  was  scarce- 
ly an  average  quantity  of  business  done,  and  prices  of 
all  kinds  are  unchanged. 

Wakefield  wool  market.  The  demand  for  wool,  or  ra- 
ther the  sales,  have  only  been  on  a moderate  scale. 
Had  holders  been  disposed  to  recede  a little  in  their  de- 
mands, an  extensive  business  would  have  been  done; 
but  as  sellers  and  buyers  were  both  rather  obstinate  in 
this  respect,  little,  comparatively,  was  done.  Long 
wools  were  most  in  demand  for  combing  and  blankets. 

Leeds,  Tuesday.  The  business  done  to-day  has  been 
rather  of  a cautious  kind;  parties  evidently  embarrass- 
ed in  their  operations,  not  knowing  how  the  harvest 
may  eventually  be  gathered  in.  This  is  felt  particular- 
ly by  the  manufacturers  of  course  goods,  adapted  chiefly 
for  the  laboring  classes.  Though  the  recent  wool  sales 
show  nothing  like  a depression  in  value,  yet  the  manu- 
facturers generally  cling  to  the  hope  that,  before  their 
close,  things  will  be  done  on  easier  terms,  and  with  this 
feeling  they  buy  wool  cautiously.  The  merchants  are 
understood  to  be  busy. 

Bradford,  Thursday.  Our  piece  market  possesses  no 
new  feature  to-day  as  compared  with  those  of  the 
past  month.  The  demand  appears  to  keep  pace  with 
the  make,  and  though  higher  prices  have  been  asked, 
they  appear  to  be  unattainable.  Nothing  but  a good 
trade  with  America  appears  sufficient  to  effectually 
rally  the  market.  Yarns:  There  is  no  alteration  in 
the  value  of  any  description  of  yarn.  Not  a bundle  is 
bought  except  for  instant  use,  which  prevents  spinners 
from  obtaining  any  advance.  Wool:  Though  the  wool 
sold  in  London  and  other  towns  is  known  to  be  satis- 
factory to  importers,  this  fact  docs  not  apparently  ope- 
rate on  the  spinners  in  this  market,  they,  buying  only 
from  hand  to  mouth,  anticipating  lower  prices  after  the 
closing  of  the  sales.  The  high  rates  obtained  at  many 
of  the  continental  fairs  would  seem  by  no  means  to 
justify  these  expectations. 

FOREIGN  GRAIN  MARKET. 

We  have  advices  Irom  Leghorn  of  the  21st  August. 
Wheat  continued  in  good  demand  there,  but  the  stocks 
were  very  small,  the  actual  business  transacted  was 
therefore  not  very  extensive,  the  last  sales  made  con- 
sisted of  a parcel  of  Taganrog  at  42s.  6d.  per  qr.  less 
2 1-2  per  cent.  At  Florence  wheat  was  quoted  1-2 
livre,  or  about  lOd.  per  qr.  dearer.  At  Pisa  the  price 
had  advanced  from  42s.  CJ.  to  43s.  4d.  At  Naples 
there  was  a good  deal  of  speculation,  and  sales  were 
making  for  delivery  in  September  at  43s.  2d.  and  in 
October  at  43s.  4d.  per  qr. 

We  have  letters  from  Danzig  of  the  21st  and  24th 
ult.  the  weather  which  had  set  in  fine  about  the  20th 
had  again  become  unfavorable  for  harvest  operations, 
on  the  25th  August;  the  holders  of  wheat  however 
showed  more  anxiety  to  sell,  and  prices  had  given  way 
3s.  to  4s.  per  qr. — htgh'mixed  had  been  disposed  of  at 
56s. — mixed  at  52s.  to  53s.  and  ordinary  qualities  at  51s. 

. per  quarter. 

By  advices  from  Hamburg  we  learn  that  the  wheat 
market  had  become  exceedingly  dull:  a parcel  of  Saale 
weighing  59  3-4  lbs.  was  sold  by  public  auction  on  the 
25th  August,  at  prices  varying  from  49s.  to  52s.  per  qr. 
On  the  28th  ult.  there  was  very  little  doing  in  grain, 
only  about  80  lasts  had  been  sold,  viz:  fair  quality  of 


Marks  and  Saale  weighing  60  to  61  lbs.  53s.  free  on 
board — and  a lot  of  Saale  of  lighter  quality,  weighing 
59  to  60  lbs.  at  49s.  per.  qr.  free  on  board.  Good  wheat 
weighing  61  to  62  lbs.  was  offering  at  49s.  fid.  per  qr. 
free  on  board  in  the  near  Baltic  ports,  but  no  sales  were 
reported. 

We  learn  from  Stettin,  under  date  of  August  24, 
that  the  weather  had  become  more  settled,  and  pricesof 
grain  had  rather  given  way;  wheat  was  quoted  4r.  to 
5r.  lower,  some  good  126  to  127  lbs.  Polish  having  been 
sold  at  81r.  One  or  two  samples  of  new  had  appeared, 
which  were  disposed  of  at  54r.  to  61r.  according  to 
quality.  New'  rye  was  coming  to  market  rather 
more  freely,  the  condition  of  which  was  mostly  indif- 
ferent; some  sales  had  been  made  at  33r.  to  36r.  good 
old  Polish  and  Schleswig  rye  was  held  at  from  43  l-2r. 
to  45r. 

A letter  from  Odessa  of  the  beginning  of  August  has 
the  following  particulars  respecting  the  corn  trade  at 
that  port: 

‘ We  have  orders  for  corn  from  Leghorn,  because 
the  harvest  in  the  Tuscany  is  not  so  good  as  last,  though 
that  was  not  sufficient  for  the  consumption  of  the  coun- 
try. 

‘'The  corn  w hich  we  have  here  is  damp,  and  there 
is  no  means  of  drying  it,  on  account  of  the  continued 
rain  which  we  have  had  since  the  spring.  The  bad 
weather  has  had  also  a very  unfavorable  effect  on  the 
crop  of  the  Polish  provinces  and  Bessarabia.  In  the 
warehouses  of  Odessa,  there  are  now  250,000  chetwerts 
of  soft  corn,  40,0C0  chetweris  of  hard  corn,  25.000 
chetwerts  of  oats,  30.000  chetwerts  of  barley,  8,000 
chetwerts  of  rye,  and  £0,000  chetweits  of  maise. 

“The  price  of -soft  corn  is,  according  to  the  quantity 
12  to  17  rubles  per  chetwerl;  hard  corn  from  10  to  15, 
rye  from  7 1-2  to  8.’’ 

The  Honest,  fc.  We  have  received  gratifying  ac- 
counts from  different  parts  of  the  country,  of  the  fa- 
vorable progress  of  the  harvest  (which  has  now  be- 
come general,)  owing  to  the  auspicious  weather  during 
the  past.  week.  A large  quantity  of  corn  has  been  cut 
and  housed  in  this  neighborhood.  The  accounts  from 
Dorset,  Somerset  and  Cornwall,  are  also  of  a similar 
charac'er.  [Exeter  Gazette. 

The  harvest  has  been  proceeding  most  favorably 
during  the  past  week,  owing  to  the  fineness  of  the 
weather,  and  the  result  will  fully  bear  out  all  that  we 
have  hitherto  anticipated  as  to  its  productiveness  in 
Devonshire.  [ Western  Times. 

The  continuance  of  favorable  weather  has  enabled 
many  farmers  in  this  neighborhood  to  carry  nearly  the 
whole  of  their  corn.  The  crops,  as  we  have  before  ob- 
served, are  abundant. 

[ Worcester  Journal  of  Thursday. 

Bedford.  The  last  lew  days  of  fine  weather  have 
brought  in  harvest  generally,  and  farmers  are  busy  in 
the  fields.  The  weather  at  present  bids  fair,  and  should 
it  continue  ten  days  or  a fortnight  longer,  the  w hole 
crops  of  wheat  will  be  secured,  and  the  harvest  ge- 
nerally, in  three  weeks  cr  less.  Some  samples  of  new 
wheat  have  been  shown,  of  good  quality. 

[Scotsman,  Wednesday. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  Exeter  and  throughout  the 
county  of  Devon,  the  weather  during  the  whole  of  last 
week,  was  most  propitious  for  the  husbandmen;  it  w'as 
a glorious  week  1 hey  have  been  and  still  continue  to 
be  very  busy,  and  as  w e have  heard  no  complaint  of 
want  of  hands,  the  harvest  will  neither  be  so  late  nor 
so  catching  a one  as  was  expected.  The  accounts  from 
every  part  of  the  kingdom  are,  we  rejoice  to  say,  equal- 
ly favorable.  [Western  Luminary. 

The  corn  harvest  in  the  neighborhood  of  South  Mul- 
ton,  is  getting  on  rapidly;  a great  deal  has  already  been 
harvested. 

On  looking  over  our  file,  we  find  that  shearers  ap- 
peared last  year  at  the  Cross  of  Glasgow  on  the  20th  of 
August,  and  that  harvest  was  general  in  the  neighbor- 
hood the  week  after.  This  year’s  harvest  will  be  at 
least  three  weeks  laier. 

[Glasgow  Chronicle  of  Wednesday. 

In  our  last  we  announced  the  commencement  of 
harvest,  and  it  would  be  easy  to  swell  the  list  of  places 
in  which  grain  was  cut  in  the  beginning  and  middle  of 
last,  week,  and  will  be  led  before  the  present  is  out. 

[Dumfries  Courier. 

Doun.  \Ve  have  had  an  entire  week  of  uninter- 
rupted fine  harvest  weather,  which  has  given  to  the 
crops  their  natural  golden  tinge,  and  prepared  the  corn 
for  the  grasp  of  the  reaper.  A lew  weeks  of  such 
weather  will  mature  the  bulk  of  the  crops  in  this 
county.  [Down  Recorder. 

Ncwry,  Monday  evening,  Sept.  3.  Up  till  3 o’clock 
to-day  we  had  a continuance  of  fine  weather.  About 
that  hour  it  began  to  rain,  and  it  had  not  ceased  rain- 
ing before  we  went  to  press.  Reapers  have  set  to  work  j 
in  several  places  in  this  neighborhood.  In  the  adja- 
cent parts  of  Louth  and  Armagh  the  side  was  in  re- 
quisition in  the  latter  part  of  last  week.  Flour  has 
fallen  considerably.  The  Messrs.  Parsons  have  re- 
duced their  flour  by  tw'o  shillings  per  cwt.;  the  first 
being  now  offered  at  26s.  second  24s.  and  third  20;:. 

[Newry  Telegra]  h. 

FRANCE. 

The  duchess  of  Orleans  gave  birth  to  a son  on  the 
24tb  of  August,  who  was  immediately  baptize  1 and 
received  the  name  of  Louis  Philippe  Albert,  and  the 
title  of  count  of  Paris.  The  duchess  ordered  liberal 
donations  to  various  charitable  institutions,  and  a gift 
of  100  francs  to  every  child  of  either  sex  born  in  Paris 
on  the  same  day  with  her  own. 

It  appears  that  the  diet  of  Switzerland  has  refused  to 


expel  Louis  Bonaparte,  but  a proposition  w'as  offered, 
and  sirongly  supported  in  the  diet,  that  the  state  of 
Thurguvia  (in  wnich  lie  resides)  should  charge  itself 
with  the  duty  of  requiring  from  him  a disavowal  of  his 
pretensions  as  a French  citizen,  and  a promise  that  he 
would  never  put  forth  such  a claim.  This  proposition 
was  to  be  determined  on  the  10;h  of  September,  and 
if  carried,  it  was  believed  that  it  w’ottld  satisfy  the 
French  government.  Nevertheless  a despatch  from 
count  Mole  to  the  duke  of  Montebello  had  been  com- 
municated to  the  Swiss  Vorort,  in  which  the  duke  W'as 
ordered  to  demand  his  passports  if  Switzerland  should 
refuse  to  expel  the  Prince. 

A French  bishopric  has  been  established  in  Algiers 
by  a Papal  bull. 

Two  grisettes  of  Paris  fought  a duel  with  pistols  on 
the  3d  of  September.  A lover  was  in  the  case,  of 
course.  The  lair  duelists  fired  twice,  but  nobody  w:as 
hurt,  and  the  seconds  interfered. 

Three  men  of  war,  the  Nercide  frigate,  corvette 
Creole-  and  brig  Cuirassier,  sailed  from  Brest  for  the 
coast  of  Mexico  on  the  1st  instant.  The  Creole  is, 
commanded  by  the  prince  de  Joinville.  Admiral  Bau- 
din  comes  out  in  the  Nercide,  to  take  command  of  the 
blockading  squadron.  These  vessels  were  to  touch  at 
Cadiz,  and  there  be  joined  by  the  frigates  Gioire  and 
Medee. 

French  Funds.  Paris,  Septcmler  5.  Five  per  cents. 
11  If.  50c.;  three  per  cents.  80f.  85c.;  bank  actions, 
2,630f. 

STAIN. 

The  advices  from  this  unhappy  kingdom  are  disas- 
trous for  the  queen.  Oraa  has  bren  terribly  defeated 
and  repulsed  in  his  attack  upon  Morelia,  and  compell- 
ed to  retreat  with  severe  loss  of  men  and  munitions. 
A great  impulse  was  given  to  the  Carlist  cause  by  this 
success.  Cabrera  had  been  enabled  to  advance  with 
eighteen  battallions  into  Valencia,  where  there  was  no 
adequate  force  to  oppose  him,  and  it  was  feared  that 
the  city  of  Valencia  would  fall  into  his  hands.  His 
march  was  very  rapid. 

It  was  reported  that  gen.  Narvaez  would  supersede 
Oraa  in  the  command. 

The  repulsion  of  Oraa  is  said  to  have  caused  great 
i consternation  at  Madrid,  increasing  the  difficulties  and 
j the  unpopularity  of  the  ministers.  One  effect  of  the 
disaster  was  to  induce  the  government  to  sign  a con- 
tract with  the  agent  of  the  Rothschilds,  which  had 
been  rejected  only  the  day  before.  By  this  contract  ihe 
Rothschilds  were  to  make  an  advance  of  59,000,000  of 
reals,  35,000,000  payable  in  money  in  six  months,  and 
the  other  15,000,000  in  government  protested  bills — the 
consideration  to  be  the  product  of  the  quicksilver  mines 
of  Almaden,  at  sixty  dollars  the  quintal.  These  are 
considered  vet  v hard  terms  for  the  government. 

It  was  not  known  whether  Espartero’s  a tack  on 
Esltlla  would  be  delayed  by  the  disaster  at  Morelia. 

GREECE. 

The  account  from  Athens  do  not  improve.  The 
kingdom  is  represented  to  he  going  on  from  bad  to 
worse.  The  queen  was  about  to  leave  Alliens  on  a 
visit  to  her  parents,  whom  she  was  to  meet  at  Berne,  in 
Switzerland,  and  the  king  was  setting  out  for  Rou- 
melia,  where  be  was  going  to  try  the  effect  of  his  pre- 
sence on  his  refractory  subjects.  A supply  cfcash  had 
been  received,  it  was  said,  from  Russia,  with  assuran- 
ces that  farther  supplies  should  not  be  wanting.  The 
bank  had  not  yet  gone  into  operation. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  these  accounts  come 
from  correspondents  of  the  London  Tory  papers, 
whose  cue  it  is  to  repiesent  Russia  as  interfering  every 
where,  to  the  prejudice  of  England. 

TURKEY. 

The  London  papers  have  letters  from  Constantinople, 
dated  August  17.  Redschid  Pacha,  who  was  said  to  be 
in  disgrace,  was  about  setting  out  for  England  on  a 
special  mission;  and  this  is  represented  as  a convincing 
proof  of  the  decline  of  Russian  influence.  [The  letter 
writers  always  brings  Russia  in,  whatever  may  happen.] 
Redschid  Pacha,  it  is  said,  is  to  visit  Berlin,  Paris  and 
Vienna,  before  he  proceeds  to  London;  and  the  object 
is  said  to  be,  to  gain  ihe  adhesion  of  Fiance,  Austria 
and  Prussia  to  a certain  irealv  wi  h England,  prepara- 
tory to  the  introduction  of  great  reforms,  much  needed 
in  his  dominions. 

RUSSIA. 

rThe  erratic  emperor  arrived  quite  unexpectedly  at 
Munich,  about  the  middle  of  August,  travelling  incog. 
under  the  name  of  count  of  Adlersberg.  A number 
of  amusing  anecdotes  are  told  of  his  movements.  On 
his  arrival  at  Munich,  instead  of  driving  to  the  palace, 
he  stopped  at  the  post-house,  and  leaving  word  for  the 
king  (of  Bavaria)  where  he  was  to  be  found,  he  started 
off  For  Kreuth.  On  his  v.  ay  thither,  he  left  iris  carriage 
and  got  into  a small  cart  belonging  to  a peasant  whom 
he  Diet,  and  proceeded  on  his  journey,  meeting  with 
considerable  opposition  from  the  gens  d’armes  at  'he 
various  sjalions,  who  could  hardly  be  satisfied,  even  by 
an  inspection  of  his  passport. 

At  one  station  the  guard  w'as  on  the  point  of  arrest- 
ing him  as  a suspicious  person,  and  Nicholas  was 
obliged  to  disclose  bis  real  character,  and  even  then  his 
story  w as  not  received  without  suspicion. 

The  German  papers  contain  a new'  ukase  against 
Poland,  by  which  the  Poles  are  forbidden  to  wear  the 
P olish  costume,  aud  commanded  to  assume  the  Russian 
—which  they  are  told,  is  much  more  economical. 

The  Augsburg  Gazette  (good  authority)  affirms  that 
Russia  will  take  sides  with  Turkey  against  the  Pacha 
of  Egypt,  should  he  attempt  to  establish  his  indepen- 
dence of  the  Sultan. 
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LETTERS  BY  STEAM  SHtPS. 

Tiie  postmaster  at  Baltimore  has  placed  the  follow- 
ing notice  in  the  Exchange  News  room  of  that  city. 

Post  office  notice— steam  ship  letters. 

It  is  known  that  for  the  regular  packets  which 
sail  from  New  York  for  England  and  France,  the 
postage  must  be  paid  on  all  letters  in  advance  at  the 
office  where  the)'  are  mailed,  to  New  York,  or  they 
must  be  enclosed  to  some  correspondent  at  New 
York  who  will  take  care  to  forward  them;  but  in  re- 
spect to  letters  to  be  sent  by  the  steam  ships,  it  is 
necessary  not  only  to  pay  in  advance  the  inland 
postage  to  New  York,  but  in  like  manner  at  New 
York  the  steam  skip  charge. 

Notice  has  been  given  that  unless  the  steam  ship 
charge  is  thus  paid  in  advance,  no  letters  will  here- 
after be  taken.  Presuming  that  such  an  arrange- 
ment as  would  enable  the  merchant  to  pay  where  the 
letter  is  originally  mailed,  the  steam  ship  charge,  as 
well  as  the  inland  postage,  would  be  convenient  and 
satisfactory  to  the  public,  application  was  made  for 
instructions  to  the  postmaster  general,  who  says  in  a 
letter  to  the  postmaster  at  Philadelphia,  “upon  full 
consideration  1 find  no  warrant  in  the  post  office 
laws  for  imposing  such  a service  on  postmasters. 
The  collection  of  the  steam  ship  charge  would  he  a 
service  rendered  not  to  the  United  States  but  to  in- 
dividuals; and  would  be  in  all  respects  a private 
agency,  not  sanctioned  or  required  by  the  laws  regu- 
lating this  department.  Under  these  circumstances 
I am  compelled  reluctantly  to  decline  giving  any  or- 
der or  making  any  regulations  which  will  require 
postmasters  to  receive  the  steam  ship  charge,  al- 
though such  a system  would  greatly  facilitate  for- 
eign correspondence  from  every  part  ot  the  union. 

1 see  no  objection,  however,  to  the  postmasters  vo- 
luntarily undertaking  to  collect  the  steam  ship 
charge  and  holding  themselves  accountable  for  the 
amount  to  the  department.  If  you  are  inclined  to 
accommodate  your  community  in  that  respect,  the 
department  will  not  only  make  no  objection,  but  wdl 
cheerfully  cause  the  amount  to  he  paid  over  by  the 
postmaster  at  New  Yoi  k. 

This,  then,  will  serve  to  inform  merchants  and 
others  that  they  may  pay  at  the  post  office  here,  both 
the  American  postage  to  New  York,  and  the  steam 
ship  charge,  and  for  information  as  to  the  rates  of 
the  letters,  the  following  tariff  i3  respectfully  com- 
municated. 

September  18,  1838.  J.  S.  SKINNER. 

Tariff  of  postage  per  steam  ship  Great  Western, 
from  New  York  to  Bristol  and  for  places  in  Great 
Britain  and  France. 

Single  letter, 

Double  do. 

Triple  do. 

Quadruple  do. 

Parcels  or  letters  of  one  or  more  articles  and 
weighing  one  ounce  avoirdupois,  quadruple,  and  in 
proportion  for  all  great  weight,  say  one  dollar  per 
ounce. 

Newspapers,  2 ets. 

Periodicals,  magazines  and  1 , , , 

pamphlets,  ° J 2 cts.  per.  sheet 

English  postages  which  require  to  be  paid  here, 
on  single  letters  addressed  to  plaees  out  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  not  in  France,  being  in  addi- 
tion to  the  above  rates. 


25  ets.  being  one  piece. 

50  “ “ two  pieces. 

75  “ “ three  pieces. 

100  “ “ lour  pieces. 


Denmark  and  Norway, 

Gibraltar,  via  France, 

Italy, 

Mediterranean, 

Holland  and  Belgi  um, 

Poland  and  Prussia, 

Sweden  and  Russia, 

Portugal, 

Sicily  and  Turkey, 

Spain, 

Switzerland, 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  East  Indies, 

New  South  Wales  and  V'an  Diernan’s 
Land,  Ceylon  and  Mauritius, 


75  ets. 
73 
73 
73 
67 
75 
75 
78 
73 
70 
62 
42 
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BLOCKADE  OF  MEXICO. 

Concerning  this  blockade  by  the  French,  the  fol 
lowing  correspondence  appears  in  the  London  pa- 
pers: 

The  French  blockade.  The  consequences  of  the 
French  blockade  of  the  Mexican  ports  are  pressing 
severely  on  our  trade.  It  has  already  been  slated, 
that  the  admiralty  had  issued  instructions  that  the 
packets  coming  thence  should  not  bring  specie  during 
its  continuance.  It  appears  from  the  following  no- 
tification from  the  same  department,  that  the  packets 
are  also  restrained  from  taking  out  quicksilver: 

“.Admiralty,  27 th  July,  1838. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  dale,  inquiring 
whether  the  packets  going  to  Mexico  will  in  future 
be  peimilted  to  take  out  a limited  quantity  of  quick- 
silver as  heretofore,  during  the  continuance  of  the 


blockade  of  the  Mexican  ports,  I am  commanded  by 
my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  to  acquaint 
you,  for  the  information  of  the  committee  of  (he 
South  American  and  Mexican  association,  that 
quicksilver,  as  merchandise,  is,  of  course,  subject  to 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  a blockade,  and  that  the 
exemption  allowed  to  her  majesty’s  packets  carrying 
mails  cannot  be  extended  to  merchandise.  lain,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  Wood. 

“J.  D.  Powles,  esq.  deputy  chairman  of  the  South 

American  and  Mexican  association.” 

The  following  is  the  copy  ol  a representation  to 
the  government  on  this  subject,  which  has  been  made 
by  I lie  committee  of  the  Mexican  and  South  Ameri- 
can association: 

“3.  Freeman’s  court,  July  31. 
“My  lord:  The  committee  ol  tlie  South  American 
and  Mexican  association  feel  themselves  under  the 
necessity  of  addressing  your  lordship  on  the  subject 
of  the  continuance  of  the  French  blockade  against 
Mexico. 

The  consequences  of  this  blockade  are  of  the  most 
injurious  character  to  all  parties  engaged  in  trade 
with  Mexico.  Several  vessels  despatched  with  car- 
goes from  England  to  Mexico  have  brought  them 
back  to  England.  Notice  has  been  given  that  the 
packets  are  to  be  restrained  from  bringing  specie, 
and,  in  short,  commercial  intercourse  with  Mexico 
is  destroyed. 

“On  the  cause  which  has  produced  this  state  of 
things,  the  committee  feel  that  it  does  not  become 
them  to  offer  any  remark.  As  British  subjects  they 
can  have  no  right  to  suggest  any  interference  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  government  of  another  statp, 
so  long  as  the  same  are  kept  within  the  rules  of  in- 
ternational law.  But  considering  that  large  pecu- 
niary' interests  are  at  stake,  that  the  peaceful  pur- 
suits of  unoffending  parties  are  ruinously  interrupted 
by  this  blockade,  the  committee  venture  respectfully 
to  express  their  hope  that  it  may  not  seem  inexpe- 
dient to  her  majesty’s  government  to  offer  its  friendly 
mediation  to  arrange  the  existing  differences  between 
both  parties,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  a state  of  aliiiirs 
injurious,  not  only  to  the  interests  of  British  subjects, 
but  to  those  of  France  and  Mexico  themselves. 

‘T  have  the  honor  to  he,  rny  lord,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

J.  D.  Powles, 

Deputy  chairman  of  the  South  American 
ami  Mexican  association. 

“The  right  lion,  lord  Viscount  Palmerston,  M.  P., 
one  ol  her  majesty’s  principal  secretaries  of  state, 
fee.” 

The  notice  of  lord  Strangford  in  the  house  of 
lords,  relative  to  Spanish  American  affairs,  and  the 
French  blockades,  which  has  been  postponed  to 
Tuesday  next,  has  excited  deep  interest  in  the  com- 
mercial circles.  It  has  transpired  that  some  serious 
disputes  took  place  at  Tampico  between  M.  Craw- 
ford, the  British  consul,  and  the  commander  of  the 
French  brig  of  war  Eclipse,  stationed  off  that  port  to 
enforce  the  blockade.  The  consul  was  conducting 
on  board  the  packet  Alert  $750,000,  and  25  passen- 
gers, when  he  was  hailed  and  his  boat  boarded  by  one 
of  the  launches  of  the  French  vessel.  As  it  was 
perceived  that  lie  resisted,  another  launch  was  sub- 
sequently despatched,  and  the  result  was,  that  seeing 
the  packet  making  preparations  to  defend  the  consul 
and  his  boat,  the  launches  were  recalled  by  signals 
from  the  French  commander.  In  the  course  of  his 
remonstrance  with  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
launches, words  ran  so  high  that  the  consul,  putting  on 
his  hat,  [minted  lo  the  national  and  official  appendage 
on  it,  and  demanded  if  he  did  not  recognize  and  would 
notrespect  it?  During  this  parley,!  wo  A merican  ships 
of  war  in  the  port  despatched  their  boats  in  order  to 
take  note  of  what  was  passing.  It  appears  that  (he 
consul  had,  previous  to  the  transaction,  received  t he 
assurance  of  Bazoche,  the  French  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  station,  that  no  molestation  would  he 
offered  to  him  in  the  business  of  shipping;  ihe  specie. 

In  consequence  of  this  occurrence,  a French  offi- 
cer was  sent  home  with  despatches  for  his  govern- 
ment through  the  United  States,  by  one  of  the  Ame- 
rican packets  lately  arrived  at  Liverpool.  Private 
letters  from  Paris,  noticing  the  fact,  slate  that  on  his 
arrival  there,  a cabinet  council  was  held,  on  which 
he  was  in  attendance,  after  breaking  up  of  which, 
orders  were  forwarded  to  Brest  for  the  equipment 
and  despatch  of  three  more  ships  of  war  for  the 
Mexicali  coast. 

Complaint  is  particularly  made  in  the  city  that  ves- 
sels despatched  before  the  blockade  iiad  been  pro- 
claimed, or  even  talked  of,  had,  on  arriving  out  not 
only  been  warned  off,  but  refused  permission  (o  land 
letters  for  their  consignees  in  Mexico.  This  was 
productive  of  great  arid  needless  damage.  The 
masters  of  the  merchantmen  being  thus  debarred 
from  communication  with  their  owners  & consignees 
and  therefore  without  orders  how  to  act  or  dis- 


pose of  the  ship  and  cargo,  had  no  resource  but  to 
return  to  Europe,  to  the  serious  loss  of  those  inte- 
rested. Had  the  delivery  of  letters  been  allowed, 
they  would,  doubtless,  in  most  cases,  have  been  or- 
dered to  poris  in  the  United  Slates,  where,  by  a re- 
cent act  oi  congress,  they  might  have  unloaded  and 
deposited  their  cargoes  in  bond,  free  of  duties  for 
twelve  months.  A striking  instance  of  this  occur- 
red in  tiie  case  of  one  vessel  which  sailed  before  the 
blockade  from  Genoa  on  English  account.  On  ar- 
rival out,  being  refused  leave  to  land  her  letters,  and 
Ihe  captain  thus  left  without  instructions,  he  sailed  for 
New  Orleans,  in  the  first  place,  and  thence,  having 
no  discretion,  back  to  Genoa. 

Tiie  prevention  of  the  export  of  specie  on  mer- 
chant’s accounts,  and  therefore  tiie  stoppage  of  re- 
mittances, is  also  felt  to  be  a great  hardship,  more 
particularly  as  the  export  for  the  public  service  has 
been  conceded  to  government  by  the  French.  Tiie 
consequence  is,  ttiat  merchants  will  have  option 
hut  to  purchase,  so  far  as  practicable,  tiie  bills  on  the 
treasury  drawn  in  Mexico  by  the  British  commis- 
sary against  tiie  purchase  of  specie  for  despatch  to 
Canada,  Jamaica,  &.c.  He,  of  course,  can  make  his 
own  terms  ami  rule  the  exchange  at  iiis  pleasure,  so 
that  instead  of  selling  their  dollars  at  the  rate  of  44d. 
or  45d.,  tiie  merchants  will  not  be  able  probably  to 
obtain  more  than  -10d.  Where  specie  is  exported, 
moreover, clandestinely,  or  otherwise,  it  will  go  to  ihe 
United  Slates,  where  it  must  be  sold  for  bills  on 
England  at  a similar  disadvantage  with  reference  to 
the  rate  of  exchange.  As  this  country  is  supplied, 
to  a great  extent,  with  silver  and  gold  from  Mexico, 
these  shipments  of  specie  to  the  United  States  will 
be  more  prejudicial  than  if  bullion  were  exported 
direct  from  lienee. 

A strong  impression  prevailed  in  Mexico  that  the 
French  contemplated  bombarding  and  taking  the 
castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa. 


LATEST  FROM  TEXAS. 

From  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin,  Sept.  14. 
Further  items  from  Texas.  The  Columbia 
arrived  at  an  hour  so  late  on  the  evening  before  last 
that  the  mail  was  not  distributed  till  the  next  morn- 
ing. This  caused  Ihe  omission  in  yesterday’s  paper 
of  many  items  w hich  the  public  will  find  interesting. 
The  National  Banner  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the 
good  order  observed  at  the  election;  there  was  no 
brawling  nor  fighting- -nothing  to  offend  the  ear  or  the 
eye.  Tiie  returns  show  overwhelming  majorities  for 
Mr.  Lamar,  tiie  candidate  for  president.  His  suc- 
cess is  considered  certain. 

It  is  stated,  on  authority  that  may  be  relied  on, 
that  Mi  tael,  (one  of  the  aids  of  gen.  Filisola,)  to- 
gether with  oiher  Mexican  officers,  are  at  this  time 
among  the  Cherokees  in  the  east,  having  accompa- 
nied them  thither  some  weeks  since,  on  their  return 
from  Corpus  Christi,  with  a large  quantity  of  pow- 
der, with  which  they  had  been  supplied  by  their 
Mexican  employers.  This  fact  would  clearly  seem 
to  account  for  the  recent  hostile  movement  of  the 
Mexican  settlers  in  and  about  Nacogdoches;  and  if 
gen.  Rusk,  content  with  having  put  them  down  for 
the  present,  shall  fail  to  ferret  out  tiie  secret  emissa- 
ries and  instigators  now'  among  them,  lie  will  assur- 
edly but  have  “scotched  the  snake,  not  killed  it.” — 
Texas  exhibits  at  this  moment  the  extraordinai~y 
spectacle  of  a nation,  who,  with  enemies  within  and 
without,  disbands  her  army,  and  magnanimously 
throws  from  her  the  means  even  of  a defensive  war. 

A gentleman  who  has  recently  arrived,  states  that 
the  trifling  difficulties  with  the  handful  of  Mexicans 
near  Nacogdoches  have  entirely  ceased,  and  complete 
tranquillity  is  restored  in  that  section. 

The  Camanches  must  soon  become  tired  of  hos- 
tilities, as  they  have  been  unsuccessful,  and  driven 
like  timid  deer  in  every  skirmish  that  has  recently 
taken  place  with  our  citizens.  On  the  10th  ultimo, 
a party  of  about  two  hundred  warriors  made  an  at- 
tack near  the  Aronjo  Seco,  upon  a company  of  twen- 
ty-one men,  commanded  by  colonel  Karnes;  but  they 
were  completely  defeated,  and  driven  from  the  field, 
with  the  loss  of  several  of  their  best  warriors  and  a 
number  of  horses.  It  is  believed  that  Isamani,  a 
distinguished  chief,  was  killed  in  this  engagement, 
and  another  chief  named  Casemiro  was  dangerously 
wounded.  He  was  borne  off  by  several  attendants, 
w ho  were  obliged  to  ride  on  each  side  of  his  horse, 
and  hold  him  up  in  his  saddle.  No  one  of  the  men 
under  colonel  Karnes  was  injured;  he,  however,  re- 
ceived a slight  wound  from  a rifle  bullet  which  grazed 
his  temple.  A few  days  after  this  engageme  \,  a 
small  party  of  Indians  stole  about  thirty  horses  fi  om 
a settlement  on  the  La  Bicca.  They  were  instantly 
pursued  by  the  citizens  of  the  neighborhood,  and 
overtaken.  A trifling  skirmish  ensued,  in  which 
two  Indians  were  killed,  and  left  upon  the  field;  the 
remainder  effected  their  escape.  All  the  horses  were 
retaken,  and  thirty  or  forty  other  horses  were  exp- 
lored with  them.  About  the  same  lime,  a small 
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party  of  Indians  were  discovered  near  Bastrop;  but 
they  had  hardly  made  their  appearance,  when  a com- 
pany of  citizens  were  embodied  and  in  full  pursuit. 
They,  however  effected  their  escape  in  safety,  by 
dispersing  in  a thicket  near  the  mountains.  These 
Indians  appear  to  be  now  held  by  the  citizens  of  the 
frontier  in  complete  contempt. 

MECKLENBURG  DECLARATION  OF  IN- 
DEPENDENCE. 

A late  number  of  the  Southern  Literary  Messen- 
ger contains  this  famous  document  which  we  sub- 
join: 

The  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence— adopted  20th  May,  1775. 

“That  whosoever  directly  or  indirectly  abets  or  in 
any  way,  form,  or  manner  countenances  the  unchar- 
tered  and  dangerous  invasion  of  our  rights,  as  claim- 
ed by  Great  Britain,  is  an  enemy  to  this  country,  to 
America  and  to  the  inherent  and  undeniable  rights  of 
man. 

“That  we,  the  citizens  of  Mecklenburg  county, 
do  hereby  dissolve  the  political  bands,  which  have 
connected  us  with  the  mothpr  country,  and  hereby 
absolve  ourselves  from  all  allegiance,  to  the  British 
. crown,  and  adjure  all  political  connexion,  contract 
or  association  with  that  nation,  who  have  wantonly 
trampled  on  our  rights  and  liberties,  and  inhumanly 
shed  the  blood  of  American  patriots  at  Lexington. 

“That  we  do  hereby  declare  ourselves  a free  and 
independent  people;  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  a 
sovereign  and  self-governing  association,  under  the 
control  of  no  power,  other  than  that  of  our  God  and 
the  general  government  of  congress;  to  the  main- 
tainance  of  which  independence,  we  solemnly  pledge 
to  each  other,  our  mutual  co-operation,  our  lives,  our 
fortunes  and  our  most  sacred  honor. 

“That  as  we  acknowledge  the  existence  and  con- 
trol of  no  law  nor  legal  officer,  civil  or  military, 
within  this  country,  we  do  hereby  ordain  and  adopt 
as  a rule  of  life,  all,  each,  and  every  of  our  former 
laws;  wherein,  nevertheless,  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  never  can  be  considered  as  holding  rights  or 
privileges,  immunities,  or  authority  therein. 

“That  it  is  further  decreed,  that  all,  each,  and 
every  military  officer  in  this  county,  is  hereby  rein- 
stated in  his  former  command  and  authority,  he  act- 
ing conformably  to  the  regulations.  And  that  every 
member  present  of  this  delegation  shall  henceforth 
be  a civil  officer,  viz:  a justice  of  the  peace,  in  the 
character  of  a committee  man,  to  issue  a process 
here,  and  determine  all  matters  of  controversy,  ac- 
cording to  said  adopted  laws;  and  to  preserve  peace, 
union,  and  harmony  in  said  county,  and  to  use  every 
exertion  to  spread  the  love  of  country  and  the  fire  of 
freedom  throughout  America,  until  a more  general 
and  organized  government  be  established  in  this 
province. 

“ABRAHAM  ALEXANDER,  chairman , 
“JOHN  M'KNITT  ALEXANDER,  sec’y.” 


THE  BOWIE  KNIFE. 

From  the  Planters’  Advocate. 

Sir:  My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  an  article 
(originally  inserted  in  the  Baltimore  Transcript,  and 
thence  copied  into  Alexander’s  Weekly  Messenger) 
in  which  some  correspondent  of  the  Transcript  has 
undertaken  to  give  the  public  an  historical  account 
of  the  “Bowie  Knife.”  I should  not  probably  have 
noticed  his  remarks,  had  he  confined  himself  to  the 
subject,  by  which  the  article  is  headed;  but  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  bear  patiently  the  constant  repeti- 
tion of  abuse  and  slanderous  comment  on  myself  and 
family,  through  the  newspapers,  without  an  effort  on 
my  part  to  suppress  them.  The  Baltimore  corres- 
ondent  has  undertaken  a task  for  which  he  is,  from 
is  ignorance  of  the  facts,  totally  incompetent;  and 
for  the  purpose  of  correcting  him,  and  satisfying 
those  who  may  feel  an  interest  in  the  origin  of  this 
weapon,  and  in  the  manner  in  which  it  acquired  its 
name,  I will  briefly  state  every  thing  interesting  con- 
nected with  it.  The  assertion  of  the  correspondent, 
that  I had  wandered  from  Kentucky,  into  the  west- 
ern and  wilderness  parts  of  Arkansas,  where  I could 
enjoy  uninterruptedly  the  pleasures  of  the  chase  is 
gratuitous,  and  has  no  foundation  whatever  in  lact: 
no  less  untrue  is  the  story  of  the  “wandering  black- 
smith.” The  first  Bowie  knife  was  made  by  my- 
self in  the  parish  of  Avoyelles,  in  this  state,  as  a 
hunting  knife,  for  which  purpose,  exclusively,  it  was 
used  for  many  years.  The  length  of  the  knife  was 
nine  and  a quarter  inches,  its  width  one  and  a half 
inches,  single  edge,  and  blade  not  curved;  so  that 
“the  correspondent”  is  asincorrect  in  his  description 
as  in  his  account  of  the  origin  of  the  “Bowie  knife.” 
The  Baltimore  correspondent  must  have  been  greatly 
misinformed  respecting  the  manner  in  which  col. 
James  Bowie  first  became  possessed  of  this  knife,  or 
he  must  possess  a very  fertile  imagination.  The 
whole  of  his  statement  on  this  point  is  false.  The 
following  are  the  facts:  Col.  James  Bowie  had  been 


shot  by  an  individual  with  whom  he  was  at  variance; 
and  as  I presumed  that  a second  attempt  would  be 
made  by  the  same  person  to  take  his  life,  I gave  him 
the  knife,  to  be  used  as  occasion  might  require,  as  a 
defensive  weapon.  Sometime  afterwards,  (and  the 
only  time  the  knife  was  ever  used  for  any  other  pur- 
pose than  that  for  which  it  was  originally  destined,) 
it  was  resorted  to  by  colonel  James  Bowie,  in  a 
chance  medley,  or  rough  fight,  between  himself  and 
certain  other  individuals  with  whom  he  was  then  ini- 
mical, and  the  knife  was  then  used  only  as  a defensive 
weapon,  and  not  till  he  had  been  shot  down — it  was 
then  the  means  of  saving  his  life.  The  improve- 
ment in  its  fabrication,  and  the  state  of  perfection 
which  it  has  since  acquired  from  experienced  cut- 
lers, was  not  brought  about  through  my  agency.  1 
would  here  assert,  also,  that  neither  col.  James 
Bowie  nor  myself,  at  any  period  of  our  lives,  ever 
had  a duel  with  any  person  soever.  Respecting  my 
deceased  brother,  col.  James  Bowie,  the  statement 
made  by  “the  correspondent”  that  he  was  generally 
known,  is  correct;  but  his  slanders  on  character  are 
the  offspring  of  a malicious  mind,  and  the  effusion  of 
a dastardly  scribbler.  Those  who  knew  col.  Bowie, 
appreciated  his  good  qualities;  while  those  who  con- 
demned him  had  no  other  reason  than  what  they  ga- 
thered from  the  false  assertions  of  idle,  malicious 
correspondents,  and  lying  editors,  such  as  the  Balti- 
morean and  his  able  coadjutors. 

I have  borne  these  impertinent  attacks  for  nearly 
ten  years.  During  that  period,  no  oppoitunity  has 
been  lost  to  comment  upon  the  conduct  of  my  family; 
and  the  only  grounds  for  this  unwarrantable  inter- 
ference are  the  facts  which  I have  herein  narrated. 
Whether  they  be  or  be  not  sufficient  to  justify  such 
remarks,  is  immaterial,  as  I have  resolved  either  to 
prevent  a repetition  of  such  mention  of  myself  and 
family,  or  to  punish  those  who  have  any  agency  in 
such  publication.  And  I hereby  state,  unequivo- 
cally, that  I shall  hold  any  editor  personally  respon- 
sible for  all  such  observations,  original  or  communi- 
cated, found  in  his  journal. 

I rely  on  the  courtesy  of  all  editors  adverse  to  the 
invasion  of  (he  sanctity  of  private  reputation,  to  give 
this  an  insertion  in  their  columns. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  P.  BOWIE. 

Iberville , August  24,  1838. 

New  Orleans , Sept.  17 th,  1S38. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Baltimore  Transcript: 

Gentlemen:  A letter  addressed  to  the  editor  of 
the  “Planters’  Advocate”  by  Mr.  R.  F.  Bowie,  has 
fallen  under  my  observation.  The  writer  of  the  ar- 
ticle complained  of  was  actuated  by  any  oth  r than 
malicious  motives  in  giving  that  sketch  to  the  public 
press. 

The  “History  of  the  Bowie  Knife,”  as  published 
in  the  Baltimore  Transcript  of  29th  June, ’was  given 
to  the  writer  by  a gentleman  who  stated  that  he  had 
heard  the  story  so  often  related  that  he  could  vouch 
for  its  truth.  Had  the  writer  supposed  that  it  con- 
tained any  thing  which  could  have  grated  upon  the 
feelings  of  Mr.  Bowie,  he  most  assuredly  would  not 
have  been  instrumental  in  giving  it  circulation. — 
With  regard  to  the  late  col.  Bowie,  the  writer  spoke 
of  him  from  the  impressions  he  had  received  from 
the  floating  remarks  he  had  met  with  in  the  newspa- 
pers of  the  day,  and  in  general  conversation.  He 
looked  upon  col.  Bowie  as  a man  belonging  to  his- 
tory, and  certainly  wrote  nothing  with  an  intention 
of  invading  private  reputation. 

Yours,  &c.  P.  Q. 


GOVERNOR  OF  NEW  YORK. 

At  the  democratic  state  convention  which  con- 
vened at  Herkimer  on  the  12th  inst.,  William  L. 
Marcy,  the  present  governor  of  the  state,  was  no- 
minated for  re-election  to  that  office,  and  John  Tracy 
for  the  office  of  lieu t . governor — after  which,  an  ad- 
drpss  to  the  democracy  of  New  York,  and  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  Martin  Van  Buren  has  fully 
responded totheexpectationsof  his  political  friends, 
in  the  ability  with  which  he  has  administered  the 
affairs  of  the  general  government,  the  firmness  with 
which  he  has  met  the  embarrassing  circumstances 
in  which  the  country  has  been  placed,  and  the  de- 
votion with  which  he  has  invariably  advocated  and 
upheld  the  principles  of  the  republican  party. 

Resolved,  That  the  public  interests  demand  a se- 
paration of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  general  govern- 
ment from  banking  institutions;  that  such  a sepa- 
ration appears  to  us  to  be  the  only  mode  of  secur- 
ing to  the  government  the  control  of  its  own  reve- 
nues; and  that  any  system  which  places  the  public 
funds  at  the  disposition  of  banks,  to  be  used  for 
banking  purposes,  is  calculated  to  stimulate  the  un- 
due creation  and  extension  of  credits,  to  enlarge  to 
a dangerous  degree  the  paper  circulation  of  the 
country,  to  excite  the  spirit  of  speculation  and  ad- 


venture, and  to  bring  on  reactions  in  the  channels 
of  business  which  are  ruinous  to  all  steady  enter- 
prise and  honest  industry. 

Resolved,  That  we  see  no  choice,  excepting  be- 
tween the  alternatives  of  a national  bank  and 
an  independent  treasury;  that  we  considerthe 
former  unconstitutional,  corrupting  in  its  tenden- 
cies, and  dangerous  to  republican  government;  that 
we  believe  the  latter,  as  foreshadowed  by  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  recommended  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  to 
be  in  strict  accordance  with  the  constitution,  cal- 
culated to  secure  a safe  and  responsible  manage- 
ment of  the  public  funds,  and  free  from  the  insu- 
perable objection  of  converting  the  revenues  of  the 
government  to  commercial  uses,  thus  producing  a 
fluctuation  in  prices,  giving  an  unnatural  impulse 
to  business,  and  disturbing  the  healthy  action  of 
the  various  departments  of  industry. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  observed  with  indigna- 
tion and  alarm  the  systematic  designs  and  efforts  of 
the  federal  party  to  fasten  upon  the  country  an  irre- 
deemable paper  currency;  and  that  the  position  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  resisting  a resump- 
tion of  specie  payments,  after  the  assurance  given  by 
its  president  that  it  would  take  the  lead  in  resuming, 
is  tiie  best  evidence  of  the  want  of  patriotic  feeling, 
and  of  good  faith,  by  which  its  supporters  are  cha- 
racterised, and  affords  a fearful  indication  of  the  evils 
which  such  an  institution,  with  powers  equal  to  the 
accomplishment  of  its  objects,  might  inflict  upon 
the  country. 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  conduct  of  the 
federal  party,  in  seeking  to  embarrass  the  operations 
of  the  government  during  the  recent  season  of  de- 
pression, and  particularly  in  its  attempts  to  bring  into 
disrepute  the  treasury  notes  issued  by  the  govern- 
ment to  sustain  its  credit  until  the  deposite  banks 
and  merchants  could  pay  up  the  balances  due  from 
them,  as  near  akin  to  the  spirit  which  actuated  its 
leaders  during  the  late  war  in  giving  comfort  to  the 
public  enemy  by  opposing  the  borrowing  of  money 
and  the  levying  of  troops  to  bring  it  to  a successful 
termination. 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  all  these  movements  as 
the  fruit  of  a deliberate  design  to  continue  the  pecu- 
niary embarrassments  from  which  the  country  is  now 
rapidly  recovering,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  upon 
congress  and  the  executive  a re-charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  pretext  that  such  an 
institution  was  indispensable  to  the  restoration  of 
the  general  prosperity. 

Resolved,  That  the  resumption  of  specie  payments 
without  the  aid  of  a national  bank,  and  against  all 
the  efforts  of  such  an  institution,  has  removed  for- 
ever the  only  plausible  ground  for  the  creation  of  so 
dangerous  a money  power. 

Resolved,  That  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
the  state,  by  William  L.  Maiicy,  has  been  mark- 
ed by  great  abdity  and  wisdom,  and  by  a devoted 
regard  to  the  public  interests. 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  John  Tracy,  as 
lieutenant  governor  and  president  of  the  senate  of 
this  state,  merits  the  entire  approbation  of  his  fellow 
citizens. 

Resolved,  That  the  ability  with  which  Silas 
Wright,  junior,  has  defended  the  measures  of  the 
administration  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
and  his  firmness  in  upholding  the  great  principles  of 
democracy — strongly  commend  him  to  the  continued 
confidence  and  support  of  the  republican  party. 

The  whig  convention  which  convened  at  Utica  on 
the  13th  nominated,  as  before  stated,  William  H. 
Seward  as  their  candidate  for  governor,  and  Luther 
Bradish  for  lieut.  governor.  We  have  not  received 
a copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted. 

AMERICAN  MINISTER  IN  LONDON. 

From  the  Richmond  Enquirer. 

We  extract  from  (lie  National  Intelligencer  the 
following  paragraphs  of  a letter  from  London.  The 
compliments  which  are  paid  to  onr  minister,  are 
highly  gratifying  to  his  friends  in  his  country.  No 
one  was  ever  more  popular — and  fortunately  it  is  so, 
as  it  will  contribute  to  bind  the  two  countries  closer 
together,  and  to  smoolh  the  way  to  an  amicable  set- 
tlement of  several  difficult  questions,  which  are  en- 
tering into  the  negociation  of  the  two  governments. 

“ London , Aug.  1. 

“By  the  *Tiines’  of  Saturday  last,  you  will  per- 
ceive that  Mr.  Stevenson,  your  minister,  with  other 
distinguished  persons,  was  present  at  the  imposing 
ceremony  of  laying  the  first  stone  of  tiie  new'  build- 
ing of  Bethlehem  hospital. 

“The  president,  in  proposing  Mr.  Stevenson’s 
health,  paid  some  very  flattering  compliments  to  the 
United  States,  which  have  been  omitted  in  the  report. 
Among  other  things,  he  said  that  “the  city  of  Lon- 
don had  presented  his  excellency  with  the  freedom 
of  the  city;  and  in  his  (the  chairman’s)  opinion,  they 
could  not  have  conferred  it  on  a more  deserving  and 
distinguished  man.  [Great  cheering.]  He  would 
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conclude  by  wishing  that  the  good  feelings  which 
existed  between  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and 
America,  or  rather  what  lie  called  tne  United  King- 
dom. [Much  laughter.]  Well,  then,  the  United 
States,  [cheers,]  should  last  forever”  [Cheers.] 

“Mr.  Stevenson  rose  amidst  loud  cheering,  which 
lasted  a considerable  time,  to  return  thanks.  He 
spoke  in  a very  eloquent  strain  for  upwards  of  twenty 
minutes,  and  his  allusions  to  his  country  were  given 
in  an  impressive  and  beautiful  style.  His  reception 
was  most  cordial  and  enthusiastic — anoth  . r splendid 
proof  of  the  feelings  of  Englishmen  towards  the 
country  of  which  his  excellency  is  the  able  and  dis- 
guished  representative. 

“By  the  way,  I must  say  that  the  report  of  bis 
speech,  which  appears  in  this  day’s  ‘Times,’  by  no 
means  conveys  a just  notion  of  the  patriotic  senti- 
ments he  delivered.  Mr.  Stevenson  is  a graceful, 
elegant  speaker;  but  the  report  does  no!  convey  such 
an  impression.  It  is  obscure  and  confused.  The 
president’s  son  was  also  present,  and  was  received 
with  all  the  honors  due  to  the  son  of  the  officer  of  a 
great  republic. 

“Mr.  Stevenson  had  an  interview,  on  Saturday, 
with  lord  Glenelg,  at  the  colonial  office.  The  dis- 
cussion upon  the  “ Caroline ” affair  is  still  going  on, 
but  very  slowly,  at  the  foreign  office.” 

We  subjoin  lo  this  London  letter,  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Stevenson,  as  it  is  reported  in  the  London 
Times.  The  occasion  was  the  laying  of  the  first 
stone  of  the  new  building  to  Bethlehem  hospital. — 
The  old  building  was  erected  as  far  back  as  167-5 — 
it  has  been  added  to  from  time  to  time — and  now  a 
very  extensive  addition  to  the  institution  is  laid, 
which  doubles  the  accommodation  for  the  lunatics, 
and  affords  greater  facilities  for  classifying  the  pa- 
tients. The  ceremony  was  conducted  with  great 
eclat.  The  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  marquis 
of  Dalmatia  (as  the  representative  of  his  father, 
Marshal  Soult.)  Lord  John  Russell,  and  several 
other  foreign  and  British  distinguished  personages 
were  present.  A splendid  dinner  was  given  on  the 
occasion,  at  which  sir  Peter  Laurie,  the  president  of 
the  institution,  presided.  After  the  toasts,  in  honor 
of  the  queen,  the  dowager,  and  the  royal  family — 

1 Tile  chairman  observed,  he  had  a toast  to  pro- 
pose, which  he  was  sure  they  would  listen  to  most 
attentively,  or  they  would  afterwards  regie!  that  they 
did  not  hear  it.  It  was  only  necessary  to  inform 
them  that  it  was  the  health  of  the  American  minis- 
ter, Mr.  Stevenson,  (loud  cheers,)  who  had  honored 
him  with  his  support  on  the  right  that  day.  The 
worthy  object  of  the  toast  had  stopped  at  gieat  in- 
convenience to  himself,  in  order  to  take  part  in  the 
pleasing  and  charitable  proceedings  of  the  day,  he 
having  a public  engagement  of  great  importance, 
namely,  that  of  going  out  to  dinner.  (Laughter.) 
Well,  tie  supposed  not  one  of  them  were  going  out 
to  dinner  (a  laugh;)  but  he  would  observe  that  he 
considered  it  the  highest  honor  to  be  placed  in  a po- 
sition in  which  he  had  an  opportunity  to  propose  to 
them  Mr.  S’s.  health.  (Cheers.)  They  had  not 
heard  of  the  name  of  American  minister  until  lately, 
when  Mr.  Stevenson  came  to  reside  among  them, 
and  had  made  himself  well  known  to  them  all  by 
the  zeal  he  had  displayed  in  the  cause  of  charity  in 
this  country.  (Cheers.)  The  city  of  London  had 
presented  Mr.  Stevenson  with -the  freedom  of  the 
city,  and  in  his  (sir  P.  Laurie’s)  opinion,  they  could 
not  have  conferred  it  on  a more  deserving  and  dis- 
tinguished man.  (Applause.)  It  should  be  re- 
numbered that  the  Americans  and  Britons  were  of 
th  : same  bloo  1 and  of  the  same  kindred.  (General 
cheering.)  But  it  was  unnecessary  to  detain  them 
longer  to  ensure  the  toast  being  received  with  the 
greatest  enthusiasm.  He  would  conclude  by  wish- 
ing that  the  good  feelings  which  at  present  existed 
between  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  America; 
or  rather,  what  he  called  the  United  Kingdom. 
(Much  laughter.)  Well,  then,  the  United  States— 
(increased  iaughter) — should  exist  fora  long’period 
to  come. 

“Mr.  Stevenson  then  rose  amidst  much  applause. 
The  worthy  and  esteemed  president — permit  him  to 
say  his  esteemed  friend— had  done  him  the  honor  of 
proposing  his  health,  a gratification  which  was  alone 
equalled  by  the  very  flattering  manner  in  which  it 
had  bun  received.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  the  first  place 
ha  thanked  them  for  his  country,  and  he  hoped  he 
should  not  baerringif  he  applied  the  toast  somewhat 
personally,  and  thanked  them  forhimself.  (Cheers.) 
He  could  assure  them  that  he  had,  during  the  two 
years  he  had  been  among  them,  reciprocated  on  be- 
half of  himself,  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  his  country,  those  feelings  that  had  been  so  ad- 
mirably expressed  by  his  friend.  (Cheers.)  He 
rejoiced  to  know  that  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic 
the  most  powerful  considerations  operated  to  bind 
the  two  nations  together  in  amity.  (Applause.) 
As  his  friend,  the  chairman  had  said,  he  ( M.  S.) 
was  halt  Scotch  and  half  English,  but  still  he  was 


all  American.  Not  only  did  interest  bind  America 
and  England  together,  but  they  were  bound  by  ties 
of  blood,  for  they  had  both  sprung  from  the  same 
ancestors.  (Cheers.)  There  were  a thousand  other 
influences;  but  above  all,  there  were  moral  consi- 
derations (immense  cheering,)  upon  which  lie  could 
enlarge  if  time  would  permit  him.  He  was  sent 
here  to  preserve  peace,  and  he  was  convinced  he 
could  not  render  greater  satisfaction  to  his  country 
than  by  striving  to  his  utmost  lo  promote  a friendly 
relationship, and  to  bind  together  the  mother  and  the 
daughter.  (Cheers.)  He  felt  that  he  had  come 
among  the  advocates  of  a most  excellent  charity,  and 
the  scene  that  he  had  witnessed  that  day  would  be 
long  remembered  by  him.  He  should  never  advert 
to  it  but  with  feelings  of  pleasure,  and  he  sincerely 
hoped  it  might  prosper.  He  begged  again  to  thank 
them  for  the  honor  done  him.  (Applause.) 

“Mr.  Stevenson  again  rose,  and  proposed  the 
health  of  their  distinguished  and  worthy  chairman 
in  a neat  and  eloquent  speech. 

“The  toast  was  enthusiastically  received,  and  sir 
Peter  Laurie  briefly  returned  thanks.” 


MR.  POLK’S  SPEECH. 

From  the  Shelbyville  (Tcnn.)  Western  Star. 

We  have  already  informed  our  readers  that  col. 
Polk  addressed  a larger  number  of  his  constituents 
at  this  place,  on  Monday,  the  13th  ultimo,  than 
were  perhaps  ever  before  convened  on  a similar  oc- 
casion. We  cannot  do  justice  either  to  him  or  the 
subjects  of  which  he  treated,  by  altemping  to  give 
a synopsis  of  what  lie  said.  He  discussed  the  agi- 
tating and  vexed  questions  of  the  currency,  the 
bank,  and  the  independent  treasury  measure,  and 
vindicated  and  defended  the  fiscal  measures  of  the 
government  during  the  late  and  present  administra- 
tions. He  explained  particularly  what  the  inde- 
pendent treasury  was,  met  and  refuted  the  objec- 
tions of  the  federal  opposition  to  it,  and  showed 
conclusively  that  the  late  derangements  in  currency 
and  commerce  were  to  be  attributed  to  other  causes 
than  the  action  of  government.  He  concluded  this 
part  of  his  speech  by  the  expression  of  his  firm 
belief  that  it  was  the  policy  of  the  opposition  to 
resist  a resumption  ofspecie  payments  by  the  banks, 
and  presented  the  course  of  the  Pennsylvania  bank, 
and  many  other  facts,  in  support  of  this  opinion. 
He  maintained  that  it  was  the  object  of  the  oppo- 
sition to  keep  the  currency  in  its  present  deranged 
condition,  as  a subject  of  agitation  and  excitement, 
out  of  which,  by  falsely  attributing  the  public  dis- 
tress to  the  action  of  the  government,  they  hoped 
to  profit  politically.  He  showed  that  it  had  in  fact 
become  a political  question,  a mere  struggle  for 
power  on  the  part  of  those  out  of  office;  that  they 
cared  not  how  great  the  confusion  in  the  commerce 
and  currency  of  the  country  might  be,  or  how  great 
the  sufl'erings  of  the  people  might  be,  provided  that, 
by  false  representations  of  the  causes  which  pro- 
duced this  state  of  things,  they  could  deceive  the 
people,  and  thus  turn  it  to  political  account.  He 
showed  that  this  money  question  was  the  mere 
lever  by  which  the  “prostrate  federal  party”  hoped 
again  to  raise  themselves  into  power.  But,  as  we 
have  stated,  we  cannot  undertake  to  give  even  a 
synopsis  of  what  he  said  on  this  subject,  which  con- 
stituted the  main  body  of  his  speech.  Colonel  Polk 
intimated  that  he  might  take  some  early  occasion 
to  give  his  views  at  length  to  the  public  on  this 
subject. 

Col.  Polk  next  alluded  to  the  charges  of  the  op- 
position against  the  adminstration,  upon  the  alleged 
ground  of  wasteful  and  extravagant  expenditures 
of  the  public  money.  These  charges  he  met  by  a 
plain  statement  of  facts — showing  the  items  of  ex- 
traordinary appropriations,  of  which  the  alleged 
increase  was  made  up,  going  into  details,  specifying 
and  pointing  them  out.  This  part  of  the  speech 
showed  conclusively  that  the  charges  were  ground- 
less, and  made  only'  for  political  effect.  He  next 
took  a view  of  the  present  attitude  of  political  par- 
ties in  the  country,  and  of  the  great  principles  in- 
volved in  the  present  contest — and  concluded  this 
part  of  his  address,  by  declaring  that  the  country 
was  thrown  back  more  distinctly  than  it  had  been 
since  that  time,  upon  the  ground  occupied  by  the 
republican  and  federal  parties,  forty  years  ago. — 
He  declared  that  the  great  political  battle  of  1800, 
was  to  be  fought  over  again. 

After  he  had  concluded  the  body  of  his  speech 
he  said  he  had  some  remarks  to  make,  which  might 
be  regarded  as  having  some  personal  relation  to 
himself.  These  remarks  were  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows: 

I continue,  said  he,  to  be  the  object  of  unceasing 
attack,  by  the  opposition  press  and  certain  leading 
politicians  in  the  state  with  whom  I differ  in  opi- 
nion. These  attacks  are  general  and  indiscrimi- 
nate, and  without  specification  of  charge.  My  of- 
fence is  undefined  and  unknow’n  to  me,  unless  it 


be  that  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  and  at 
one  time,  (during  the  late  presidential  election,) 
with  the  certain  prospect  of  going,  temporarily,  at 
least,  into  a minority  in  the  state,  I sternly  refused 
to  desert  my  party  and  my  political  principles,  and 
go  over  with  my  present  assailants,  and  join  the 
standard  of  that  party,  (the  federal  party,)  against 
whose  principles  and  doctrines  I have  warred  during 
my  whole  public  life.  Why  is  it  that,  for  the  last 
few  years,  and  especially  the  last  four  months,  I 
have  occupied  so  prominent  a place  in  the  minds 
of  my  political  opponents  in  the  state,  it  was  not 
deemed  by  them  to  be  a matter  of  primary  impor- 
tance to  the  consummation  of  their  designs,  to  de- 
stroy me  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  people  of  my 
own  district,  and  of  the  state?  To  effect  this  ob- 
ject, my  assailants  have  resorted  to  a system  of 
shameless  calumny  and  detraction,  issued  forth 
w’eekly  and  daily  through  the  presses  under  their 
control.  During  an  absence  of  almost  a year  from 
my  district,  I have  scarcely  picked  up  a federal 
whig  newspaper  from  the  state,  from  the  leading 
organs  of  rny  political  opponents  at  Nashville,  down 
to  the  wee  thing  in  your  own  town,  but  I have  found 
my  name  occupying  some  portion  of  its  space. — 
And  if  one  truth  has  been  spoken  of  me,  without  a 
false  coloring  and  gross  misrepresentation  accom- 
panying it,  1 have  not  seen  it. 

It  is  now  notorious,  that  my  principal  assailants 
stand  pledged  to  the  party  they  have  recently  join- 
ed, to  transfer  Tennessee  to  their  ranks.  These 
deserters  from  the  principles  they  once  professed 
know  that  the  federal  party,  to  which  they  have 
gone  over,  “love  the  treason  but  despise  the  traitor,” 
and  that  unless  they  can  take  their  state  with  them, 
and  thus  contribute  something  to  the  stock  of  the 
federal  strength,  they  are  destined  to  occupy  an 
humble  station  in  the  party  to  which  they  have  al- 
lied themselves.  I am,  no  doubt,  deemed  to  be  a 
refractory  and  troublesome  person  in  the  state,  and 
to  constitute  one  of  the  obstacles  to  the  consum- 
mation of  their  designs.  I have  had  the  temerity 
stubbornly  to  refuse  to  betray  the  old  fashioned  re- 
publican constituents  whom  I represent,  and  basely 
to  attempt  with  covert,  selfish,  and  concealed  de- 
signs, to  transfer  them  with  their  principles,  to  the 
embraces  of  their  federal  opponents.  It  is  only 
upon  principles  like  these,  that  the  unceasing,  ge- 
nera), indiscriminate,  and  false  attacks  upon  me, 
which  have  filled  the  columns  of  the  opposition 
presses  of  the  state,  for  some  months  past,  can  be 
accounted  for.  I have  given  no  personal  offence  to 
my  assailants,  but  I have  had  the  independence  and 
the  honesty  to  avow  my  own  principles  of  action, 
and  to  expose  theirs.  This  has,  doubtless,  been 
to  them  troublesome  and  inconvenient.  It  would, 
no  doubt,  have  been  much  more  pleasant,  and  much 
more  in  accordance  with  their  designs,  if  they  had 
been  suffered,  by  a monopoly  of  the  public  press 
of  the  state,  and  a concealment  of  truth  (as  it  was 
known  to  exist,)  from  the  people,  to  be  permitted 
quietly  to  assume  the  office  of  attorney  in  fact  of 
the  people  of  the  state,  and  to  sign,  seal,  and  deli- 
ver the  instrument,  by  which  they  would  stipulate 
with  the  leading  federalists  of  the  eastern  states, 
that  there  was  an  “identity  of  feeling  and  of  inter- 
est” between  them  and  the  people  of  Tennessee; 
and  that  the  people  of  Tennessee  having  been  con- 
vinced of  their  error,  should  agree  forever  hereafter 
to  renounce  the  doctrines  of  their  republican  fa- 
thers, and  for  the  future  worship  new  political  gods, 
in  the  federal  church.  This,  no  doubt,  is  the  course 
which  my  assailants  desired  to  be  permitted  to  take; 
and  they  are  sorely  troubled  that  there  should  be 
any  in  the  state  who  may  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
expose  their  purposes,  and  to  declare  the  truth  to 
the  people;  and  any  man  who  dares  to  do  so,  is 
singled  out  as  the  victim  and  marked  for  the  sacri- 
fice. It  is  not  unknowm  to  my  friends,  that  I have 
for  years  past,  even  before  the  agitation  of  the 
questions  which  now  divide  us,  been  singled  out  as 
a fit  sacrifice  to  propitiate  the  malignant  and  unscru- 
pulous ambition  of  a junta  of  self-appointed  and 
self-constituted  political  managers  at  Nashville,  to 
whom  I had  become  an  object  of  jealousy.  You 
all  remember  their  bank  meeting  in  1S33,  and  the 
objects  of  it.  Upon  that  occasion,  as  well  as  through 
all  the  severe  trials  to  which  I have  been  subjected 
since  that  time,  thanks  be  to  an  enlightened  and  just 
constituency,  I have  been  sustained  by  overwhelm- 
ing and  increasing  majorities.  The  shafts  of  ma- 
lignant envy  and  disappointed  ambition  have  fallen 
harmless  at  my  feet  This  junta  of  political  t.ana- 
gers,  with  its  head  quarters  at  Nashville,  and  its 
ramifications  and  instruments  extended  and  dis- 
persed in  different  parts  of  the  state,  have  been  for 
years  covertly  attempting  to  control  the  political 
course  of  the  state.  They  have,  until  lately,  had 
the  adroitness  and  skill  to  conceal  their  real  designs 
and  principles.  It  was  not,  until  lately,  that  (hey 
I have  become  so  emboldened  by  their  success  in  de- 
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eeiving  the  people,  as  to  throw  off  the  mask,  ami 
come  out  into  the  open  field.  Whilst  it  was  for 
their  interest,  or  they  deemed  it  the  part  of  pru- 
dence to  do  so,  they  professed  to  be  devoted,  and 
almost  exclusive  friends  of  general  Jackson  and 
his  administration.  They  professed  to  be  so  until 
within  a very  short  period  past.  Is  it  not  notorious? 
Will  the  most  reckless  of  them  deny  it?  that  they 
professed  to  support  White  at  the  presidential  elec- 
tion, because,  as  they  hypocritically  insisted,  he 
was  the  best  Jackson  man  in  the  field,  and  would 
more  certainly  carry  out  the  principles  and  policy 
of  general  Jackson’s  administration,  than  would 
Mr.  Van  Buren?  For  the  truth  of  this,  let  any' 
man  look  to  the  repeated  public  declarations  of  their 
leading  men  and  presses  of  that  day.  Where  are 
they  now?  In  whose  company  are  they  found? 
What  principles  do  they  profess?  They  are  in  the 
ranks  of  their  old  opponents;  in  the  embraces  and 
in  close  political  alliance  with  the  anti-war  and 
Hartford  convention  federalists  of  the  eastern  states 
— co-operating  with  them  to  overthrow  all  the  prin- 
ciples and  policy  of  Jackson  and  his  administration. 
What  monstrous  and  unblushing  effrontery  is  it  for 
such  men  to  attempt,  by  a system  of  deception  and 
misrepresentation,  to  induce  the  republican  people 
of  the  state  to  abandon  every  political  principle 
which  the  state  has  heretofore  held  dear,  and  to  fol- 
low them  in  their  desertion?  And  yet,  regarding 
the  people  as  they  do,  as  an  ignorant  mass,  this  is 
the  attempt  they  are  now  making.  1 may,  I trust, 
gentlemen,  be  pardoned,  undpr  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances in  which  I am  placed,  if  I detain  you  a few 
moments  longer.  The  assaults  upon  me,  to  which 
I have  alluded,  have  not  been  confined  to  the  irre- 
sponsible newspaper  presses  of  the  state,  under  the 
control  and  direction  of  the  political  junta  to  which 
I have  alluded.  I have  been  pursued  into  the  halls 
of  congress;  and  that  body,  constituted  as  it  is,  for 
the  purposes  of  deliberation,  has,  in  the  eagerness 
of  pursuit  by  their  principal  leader,  been  converted 
into  a theatre  of  the  most  disgraceful  transactions. 
The  late  disgraceful  scene  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, of  which  Mr.  Bell  was  the  cause,  and 
chief  actor,  cannot  have  been  unobserved  by  my 
constituents  or  the  public.  His  wanton  attack  there 
made  on  me,  was  but  the  .outpouring  of  that  malice 
and  disappointed  ambition,  which  alone  has  an 
abiding  place  in  vulgar  and  little  minds.  A mag- 
nanimous or  noble  adversary  would  have  felt  him- 
self dishonored  to  avail  himself  of  the  advantage 
of  position  which  the  official  restraints  of  the  as- 
sailed gave  him.  But  no  such  magnanimous  or 
noble  feeling  can  inhabit  a breast  where  rankling 
malice  is  the  predominant  passion.  With  his  dis- 
cussion with  Mr.  Turney  I had  nothing  to  do. — 
Mr.  Turney  had,  without  consultation  with  me, 
chosen  to  review  his  political  windings,  and  aban- 
donment of  the  principles  which,  until  lately,  he 
professed,  and  of  the  party  with  which,  until  re- 
cently, he  acted.  He  had  repelled  and  exposed  the 
unmeasured,  violent  and  indiscriminate  attacks 
made  by  him,  on  the  late  and  present  administra- 
tions, and  of  their  friends  and  supporters  in  con- 
gress, of  whom  Mr.  T was  one.  The  stubborn 
facts  and  truths  adduced  by'  Mr.  Turney  could  not, 
probably,  be  answered  or  explained,  because  theyr 
were  of  record,  and  in  awiitten  form,  and  there 
was  no  escape  from  them.  Mr.  Bell,  in  the  dilem- 
ma in  which  he  found  himself,  chose  to  produce  a 
scene  of  disorder  and  violence  in  the  house,  with- 
out a parallel  or  an  example  in  the  history  of  con- 
gress. Though  in  no  manner  a party  to  the  discus- 
sion which  had  taken  place  between  Mr.  Turney 
and  himself,  he  chose  to  go  out  of  his  way  to  assail  me, 
and  if  possible  involve  me  in  it.  His  charges  you 
have  all  seen.  They  were  as  wanton  as  they  were 
malicious  and  unfounded.  In  choosing  the  floor  of 
the  house  to  make  them,  he  was  perfectly  aware  of 
the  advantage  of  position  which  he  possessed.  He 
knew  the  official  restraints  under  which  the  pre- 
siding officerof  the  house  must  act.  He  knew  that 
I could  not,  without  degrading  myself  and  my  sta- 
tion, descend  to  any  altercation  with  him  in  the 
disgraceful  bullyingscene,  which,  in  violation  of  all 
the  laws  of  decorum  and  order,  he  had  brought  on 
in  the  house.  I am  now  before  my  constituents, 
and  neither  he  nor  his  friends  can  complain  if  I 
expose  the  motive  and  the  wantonness  of  his  course. 
John  Bell!  undertakes  to  denounce  Felix  Grundy 
and  myself,  and  to  declare  in  his  bullying  speech 
in  the  house,  that  he  has  “found  them  alike  desti- 
tute of  private  honor  and  public  principle.”  “Pub- 
lic principle!”  A man  who  has  notoriously  aban- 
doned and  deserted  every  “public  principle,”  and 
political  association  of  his  former  life,  and  is  now 
found  acting  with  his  former  political  opponents, 
and  not  only  opposing,  but  denouncing  the  men  and 
measures  he  but  the  other  day  professed  zealously 
to  support,  has  the  unblushing  effrontery  to  become 
a public  lecturer  on  “public  principle.”  A man 


whose  double  dealing  in  politics  has  become  noto- 
rious, talks  of  “public  principle!” 

In  his  published  speech  in  reply  to  Mr.  Turney, 
prepared  no  doubt  by  himself,  and  published  by 
ids  authority  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  he  says: 

“I  have  repeatedly  denounced  them  (Grundy  and 
Polk)  at  home  in  public  assemblies  of  the  people, 
among  their  own  neighbors,  in  their  own  vicinity, 
and  when  they  had  repeated  opportunities  to  make 
their  charge  openly,  and  where  I could  reply  to 
them,  but  they  never  had  the  courage  to  do  so. 
They  never  dared  to  meet  me.” 

I pronounce  the  v\  hole  of  this,  so  far  as  I am  con- 
cerned, to  be  untrue.  The  people  of  my  district, 
those  whom  I now  address,  know  it  to  be  so. 
During  the  presidential  election  of  183G,  Mr.  Bell 
and  others  were  brought  to  my  district,  by  my  po- 
litical opponents,  with  the  manifest  design  of  avail- 
ing themselves  of  the  White  excitement,  (which 
they  at  that  tune  flattered  themselves  would  be 
overwhelming,)  to  effect  my  prostration.  They  at- 
tended a party  meeting  at  Bigbyville,  and  another 
at  Shelbyville. 

I was  not  invited;  it  was  a party  proceeding,  and 
of  course  1 could  not  a*tend.  What  was  said  at 
those  meetings  was  imperfectly  communicated  to 
me  by  peisons  who  heard  it.  My  friends  shortly 
afterwards  held  very  numerously  attended  meetings 
at  Webster’s,  a few  miles  distant  from  Bigbyville 
and  at  Shelbyville,  at  which  I was  present,  and  ad 
dressed  the  people  at  great  length.  In  these 
speeches  I had  special  reference  to  what  had  been 
reported  to  me  as  having  been  said  at  the  meetings 
at  Bigbyville  and  Shelbyville.  Nothing  of  a per- 
sonal character,  unconnected  with  my  political 
course,  (which  then,  as  now,  I admit  to  be  a fail- 
subject  of  discussion,)  was  reported  to  me  as  hav- 
ing been  said.  I replied  fully  and  in  a becoming 
spirit  to  all  that  had  been  reported  to  me  as  having 
been  said,  repelled  and  refuted  all  the  charge  s made, 
so  far  as  they  had  come  to  my  knowledge;  and  to 
one  of  the  allegations  made  by  Mr.  Bell,  as  report- 
ed to  me  and  never  denied  to  my  knowledge,  by  him 
or  any  one  who  heard  his  speeches.  I held  up  the 
charge  as  made  in  one  hand,  and  the  printed  jour- 
nal of  congress  dispioving  it  in  the  other,  and  pro- 
claimed to  this  people  (many  of  you  remember  it) 
that  cither  the  charge  as  communicated  to  me  was 
false,  or  the  journals  of  congress  did  not  record  the 
truth.  Whilst  I was  in  the  actual  delivery  of  one 
of  these  speeches  at  this  place,  (Sheloyviile)  you 
all  remember  the  indecent  intrusion  of  judge  White 
himselfinto  the  town.  He  had  been  with  Bell  and 
others  the  day'  before  at  a public  dinner  at  Mur- 
freesborough,  and  was  sent  twenty-five  miles  out 
of  his  road,  timing  his  arrival  in  the  town  to  the 
period  of  the  day  when  it  must  have  been  known  I 
was  addressing  the  people,  in  the  vain  hope  of 
drawing  off  the  public  attention,  and  thus  prevent- 
ing me  the  opportunity  fully  to  reply  to  and  expose 
what  had  been  reported  to  me  as  having  been  said 
by  Mr.  Bell,  at  the  previous  meeting  of  my  politi- 
cal opponents  at  the  same  place.  The  effort  to 
break  up  our  meeting  you  all  know,  signally  failed. 
The  foolish  people,  (as  doubtless  they  regarded 
them,)  remained  to  hear  my  speech,  and  did  not 
run  to  see  the  travelling  candidate  for  the  presi- 
dency. 

You  all  remember  that  day,  and  you  all  know 
with  what  contempt  that  intrusion  was  treated. 
All  I said  was  doubtless  communicated  to  Mr.  Bell. 

Bigbyville  and  Shelbyville,  are  the  only  places, 
of  which  I have  any  knowledge,  within  my  district, 
at  which  Mr.  Bell  ever  publicly  addressed  the  peo- 
ple. Ajid  yet  in  his  published  speech  in  congress, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Turney,  who  had  not  made  the 
slightest  allusion  to  Mr.  Grundy  or  myself,  and  had 
not  given  him  the  slightest  pretext  for  dragging  our 
names  into  the  discussion,  he  makes  the  declara- 
tion which  I have  quoted.  The  public  will  judge 
of  the  recklessness  of  a man,  who  can  give  forth, 
under  his  own  authority,  such  a statement.  The 
public  will  also  be  able  to  place  a proper  estimate 
on  the  opinion  of  such  a man,  of  what  constitutes, 
“private  honor,”  or  “public  principle.”  The  ob- 
jects of  the  visit  of  Bell  and  others  to  my  district, 
were  so  palpable  at  the  time,  as  to  be  misunder- 
stood by  none.  Mine  was  deemed  to  be  a refrac- 
tory district,  and  greater  exertions  were  made  to 
control  public  opinion  in  it,  than  in  any  other  in  the 
state.  But  I have  a few  words  more  to  say  of  this 
“public  principle,”  of  which  Mr.  Bell  speaks;  of 
what  does  it  consist?  In  what  course  of  conduct 
may  a public  man  be  said  to  observe  “public  prin- 
ciple?” Does  it  mean  the  “constant”  advocacy  of 
the  “same  doctrines?”  Or  does  it  meati  the  “keep- 
ing up  a constant  change  of  opinion”  to  suit  the 
selfish  designs  of  a man,  who  has  no  fixed  “public 
principles”  other  than  those  which  will  gratify  his 
ambition,  or  advance  his  individual  views?  If  the 
latter,  Mr.  Bell  possesses  “public  principle,”  in  an 


eminent  degree.  If  the  lorrner,  he  is  a stranger  to 
it,  and  is  not  such  a judge  as  any  honest,  straight- 
forward public  man,  would  be  willing  should  pass 
on  his  “public  principles.”  As  Mr.  Bell  has  chosen 
to  introduce,  in  the  most  wanton  manner,  this  ques- 
tion of  “public.principle,”  as  applied  to  myself,  he 
cannot  complain  if  I subject  to  the  test  of  the  same 
examination,  his  “public  principles,”  or  rather  his 
want  of  them.  Arid  first:  w hat  were  his  former 
political  opinions,  or  “public  principles,”  as  avow- 
ed and  acted  on  by  himself,  and  what  are  they  now? 
With  what  political  party  did  he  formerly  act,  and 
with  w hat  party  does  he  now  act?  The  answer  to 
these  questions  will  present  the  most  palpable 
abandonment  and  disregard  of  “public  principle,” 
that  is  to  be  found  in  the  public  course  of  any  man, 
filling  no  larger  space  in  the  public  mind,  from  the 
origin  of  the  government,  down  to  the  present  pe- 
riod. I have  heretofore  been  restrained  from  mo- 
tives of  delicacy,  growing  out  of  the  peculiar  rela- 
tion which  I held  towards  Mr.  Bell,  from  speaking 
on  this  subject.  1 should  not  do  so  now,  but  that 
the  issue  has  been  tendered,  nay  more,  publicly 
forced  upon  me  by  Mr.  Bell.  For  many  years,  it  is 
known,  Mr.  Bell  arid  myself  professed  the  same 
“public  principles.”  We  now  differ;  and  the  ques- 
tion at  issue  is,  who  has  abandoned,  and  who  has 
adhered  to,  his  “public  principles?”  We  both  op- 
posed, by  our  votes  and  acts  in  congress,  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Adams.  I continue  to  oppose 
the  doctrines  and  principles  of  that  gentleman  in 
congress.  Mr.  Bell  is  now  found  to  be  of  the  same 
party  with  Mr.  Adams,  voting  and  acting  with  him 
upon  the  most  public  questions,  and  upon  all  strict- 
ly party  questions  in  congress.  When  the  rights 
of  a large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  had  been  disregarded  and  outraged  by  the 
election  of  Mr.  Adams  to  the  presidency,  by  the 
house  of  representatives,  in  February,  1825,  and 
when  it  was  charged,  from  many  quarters,  as  the 
result  of  a corrupt  coalition  betw  een  Mr.  Adams 
and  Mr.  Clay',  and  to  have  been  effected  by  “bar- 
gain, intrigue,  and  management;”  when  the  people 
of  Tennessee  were  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the 
charges,  was  Mr.  Bell  ever  heard  to  lisp  a dissent- 
ing opinion?  Never.  But,  on  the  contrary,  more 
than  tv.  o j'ears  after  that  election,  when  all  the 
facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  it  had  be- 
come known,  when  there  had  been  lull  public  dis- 
cussion and  ample  time  for  calm  deliberation,  Mr. 
Bell  himself  charged  the  existence  of  a corrupt  coali- 
tion between  Mr.  ddams  and  Mr.  Clay  in  that  dec- 
lion.  In  a published  letter  o\  er  Mr.  Bell’s  own 
signature,  bearing  date  “Nashville,  Sept.  17,  1827,” 
(shortly  after  his  first  election  to  congress,)  and  to 
be  found  in  the  Nashville  Republican  and  State  Ga- 
zette, of  the  21st  September,  1827,  written  in  an- 
swer to  a letter  addressed  to  him  by  some  of  his 
friends,  and  intended  to  afford  him  an  opportunity 
to  remove  doubts  which  existed  in  the  minds  of 
some  in  regard  to  his  political  opinions  and  posi- 
tion, Mr.  Bell  say's: 

“Influenced  by  these  considerations,  I reiterate 
that  my  opinions  of  the  present  administration 
(Adams’)  are  in  accordance  with  what  I believe  to 
be  those  of  the  great  body  of  the  republicans  of  the 
United  States.  1 have  seen  the  highest  and  most 
important  office  in  the  government  filled,  by  means 
and  under  circumstances  affording  all  the  evidences  of 
a coalition  formed  upon  the  basis  of  mutual  benefits , 
to  be  received  and  conferred,  independently  of  any 
controverted  point  in  the  details,  that  the  public 
can  never  expect  the  light  of,  in  any  combination 
that  has  been  or  may  be  entered  into,  to  defeat 
the  will  of  the  people.  Ambitious  and  aspiring 
politicians,  who  have  great  characters  to  sustain, 
and  sense  enough  lo  guard  against  the  common 
blunders  of  the  less  practised  adepts  in  (he  arts  of 
intrigue  and  management,  in  forming  coalitions, 
will  but  seldom  expose  themselves  to  the  danger  of 
detection  trom  positive  proof.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
in  my  view,  of  so  much  importance,  to  consider 
whether  a possibility  of  innocence  can  be  admitted 
in  favor  of  the  parties  implicated,  as  to  determine 
whether  the  presumption  to  the  contrary  is  not  so 
great  in  the  present  instance,  that  their  continuance 
in  office  would  be  incompatible  with  the  safety  and 
well  being  of  our  political  institutions.  Believing, 
as  I do,  that  we  may'  calculate  the  duration  of  our 
singularly  happy  form  of  government,  by  the  de- 
grees of  jealousy,  which  shall  be  manifested  from 
time  to  time,  in  guarding  the  purity  of  elections,  I 
could  have  but  one  opinion  upon  this  subject.  I 
have  seen  those  in  possession  of  power,  thus  ob- 
tained, urge  doctrines  at  war  with  great  principles; 
claiming  exclusive  pow'ers,  which  were  intended  to 
be  co-ordinate,  and  inculcating  the  doctrine  that 
the  representative  should  not  be  trammelled  by  the 
will  of  his  constituents.  Professing,  as  I do,  to  be 
governed  by  those  principles  of  republicanism  pe- 
culiar to  our  country,  I could  not,  conscientiously, 
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give  my  support  loan  administration  which  openly  . sures  in  relation  to  the  currency  and  the  liuuk  ol 
avows  doctrines  subversive  of  the  first  principles  oi  l the  United  States.  He  voted  against  there  charter 
the  government,  and  arrogates  to  itself  powers  so  ol  the  bank  in  1833;  he  repeated  his  vote  in  18o4, 
contrary  to  what  has  heretofore  been  our  practice.”  i and  by  it  declared  that  the  bank  “ought  not  to  be 
" " r.  .Bell’s  opinions  in  1S27.  What  chartered.”  lie  supported  the  administration  in 


These  were  Mr. 
are  they  now; 
which  Mr.  Clay  is  the  head,  and  Mr.  Adams  is  a 
member,  and  is  publicly  understood  to  be  in  favor 
of  the  election  of  Mr.  Clay  to  the  presidency. 
What  does  he  now  think  of  the  corrupt  coalition 
which,  in  1S27,  he  charged  to  exist?  Has  Mr. 
Clay,  has  Mr.  Adams,  have  the  party  who  support- 
ed the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  changed  any 
one  of  their  political  opinions,  or  “public  princi- 
ples?” I challenge  the  evidence  of  the  fact.  Dur- 
ing the  first  seven  years  of  gen.  Jackson’s  admin- 
istration, Mr.  Bell  voted  for  and  supported  all  the 
Hading  measures  of  his  administration.  He  pro- 
fessed, during  this  whole  period,  to  approve  the 
course  of  his  administration.  I challenge  the  pro- 
duction of  a single  instance,  upon  a question  of  any 
public  importance,  upon  which  he  ditfered  with  the 
administration,  or  ventured  to  separate  from  its 
friends,  tip  to  the  time  that  judge  White  was  brought 
out  for  the  presidency  in  the  beginning  of  1S35. 
Indeed,  «ifter  that,  and  pending  the  presidential 
election,  he  publicly  declared  lhat  the  “friends  of 
judge  White  will  adhere  to  general  Jackson,  and 
his  administration,  from  consistency  and  a respect 
for  their  owm  character,  and  because  they  will  be 
supporting  their  own  principles  upon  all  questions, 
properly  administrative  in  tiieir  nature,  which  have 
arisen,  or  are  likely  to  arise.”  More  than  this:  in 
the  very  act  of  bringing  out  judge  White  as  a can- 
didate lor  the  presidency,  Mr.  Bell  said,  in  a pub- 
lished letter  signed  by  himself  and  some  others  of 
the  Tennessee  delegation,  that  “we  owed  it  to  con- 
sistency, to  principles,  and  to  our  own  character,  to 
do  nothing  that  would  so  divide  ovr  parly  as  toover- 
throvv  it,  with  the  leading  principles  identified  with 
it;  and,  therefore,  if  now,  or  at  any  time  hereafter, 
there  was  or  should  be  a probability  of  producing 
such  a result  by  running  judge  White,  we  ought  not 
to  take  him  up;  or,  if  taken  up,  and  the  danger  of 
such  a result  should  become  imminent,  it  would  be 
necessary  that  one  or  the  other  of  the  opposing  can- 
didates of  our  party  should  be  withdrawn.”  And 
who  were  at  that  tune  the  “opposing  candidates  of 
our  parly?”  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  judge  White! 
One  of  the  delegation  who  signed  this  letter  with 
Mr.  Bell,  in  his  circular  letter  (o  his  constituents, 
in  the  spring  of  1S35,  declared  that  “no  well  in- 
formed man,  who  desires  (o  maintain  a character 
for  truth,  cau  say  that  he  believes  the  opposition 
will  run  any  candidate  whatever.  If,  then,  (here 
is  no  reason  to  think  there  will  be  an  opposition 
candidate,  what  pretence  is  therefor  a convention? 


f*lovv,  he  acts  with  the  party  ol  I the  removal  ot  the  cleposites  in  183-1,  anil  by  his 
■ ■■  vole  declared  that  they  “oughl  not  to  he  restored  to 

tlie  Bank  ol  the  United  Slates.”  He  opposed,  with 
the  administration,  Mr.  Clay’s  misnamed  ‘ Ameri- 
can system.”  But  why  should  1 enumerate  the 
measure  of  the  late  administration  which  by  his 
votes  and  course  in  congress,  he  supported?  '1  here 
were  none  that  he  opposed.  To  ail  the  measures 
here  enumerated,  and  the  whole  course  of  the  ad- 
ministration during  the  time  Mr.  Bell  was  its  sup- 
porter, Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Adams,  and  the  party  in 
tiieir  support  to  which  Mr.  Bell  hus  lately  joined 
himscll,  stood  opposed.  Has,  1 repeat,  Mr.  Clay, 
Mr.  Adams,  or  have  their  Federal  supporters, 
changed  any  of  their  former  opinions  or  •■public 
principles?”  Have  they  come  over  to  Mr.  Bel,: 
Nobody  pretends  that  they  have.  Mr.  Bell  sud- 
denly ceases  to  oppose  them  and  their  doctrines;  he 
abandons  all  the  “public  principles”  upon  which 
he  gave  his  support  to  general  Jackson’s  adminis- 
tration, goes  over  and  joins  the  standard  he  had  so 
long  opposed,  and  now  unites  with  Mr.  Clay  and 
the  whole  phalanx  of  the  opposition,  in  loud  denun- 
ciations ot  the  very  measures  and ‘public  principles’ 
which  be  himself  had  so  long  professed  to  approve 
and  support.  And  because  Mr.  Grundy  and  my- 
self have  not  seen  fit  to  follow  him  in  his  desertion, 
this  new  convert  to  the  ranks  of  the  federal  oppo- 
sition undertakes  to  denounce  us  as  “destitute  of 
public  principle.”  Since  Mr.  Bell  lias  joined  his 
new  friends  in  denouncing  the  late  and  present  ad- 
ministrations, (whose  policy  is  identical,)  what  are 
his  “public  principles?”  Does  he  approve  of  the 
“public  principles”  he  supported  during  the  late 
administration?  What  are  his  opinions  now  in  re- 
gard to  the  emigration  of  the  Indians  tribes;  upon 
the  subject  of  internal  improvement;  the  currency, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  misnamed 
“American  system?”  Will  lie  answer  these  ques- 
tions? Will  he  answer  why  it  was  during  the  late 
session,  that  he  acted  with  the  enemies  of  Indian 
emigration  and  against  the  friends  of  that  measure; 
m iavor  of  entertaining  the  Cherokee  memorial, 
praying  that  the  treaty  made  with  that  tribe,  and 
solemnly  ratified  by  the  president  and  senate,  might 
be  set  aside — thereby  unsettling  and  reopening  for 
discussion  the  whole  subject  of  Indian  emigra- 
tion? Why  was  it,  that  upon  numerous  other  me- 
morials from  his  new  federal  whig  allies  in  the 
eastern  states,  having  the  same  object  in  view,  he 
declined  to  vote?  Has  lie  changed  his  “public  prin- 
ciples” upon  this  subject,  since  he  supported  th 


Are  not  judge  White  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  of  ihe  same  policy  of  Indian  emigration  unuef  gen.  Jackson’s 
party?  Will  not  republican  principles  be  as  safe  1 administration?  What  are  bis  present  “public  priu- 
under  judge  White’s  administration  as  under  Mr.  ciples”  upon  the  subject  ol  internal  improvement? 


Van  Bureu’s?”  These  were  the  “public  princi- 
ples” avowed  by  Mr.  Bell  and  others  who  acted 
with  him  in  bringing  out  judge  White,  three  years 
ago.  Does  Mr.  Bell  maintain  the  same  “public 
principles”  now?  Mr.  Van  Buren  according  to 
their  own  declarations,  belonged  at  that  lime  to  “our 
party,”  that  is,  to  the  party  to  which  they  them- 
selves professed  to  belong;  and  so  careful  were  they 
at  that  time  not  to  “divide  our  party,”  that  they 
declared  that  if  an  opposition  candidate  was  brought 
out,  “one  or  the  other  of  the  opposing  candidates 
of  our  party  should  be  withdrawn.”  Mr.  Beil  then 
professed  :o  belong  to  the  same  parly  with  Van  Bu- 
ren. Does  he  belong  to  the  same  party  now?  lias 
Mr.  Van  Buren  changed  an)'  of  his  “public  prin- 
ciples” since  that  time?  I challenge  the  evidence 
ot  it.  It  is  not  pretended  that  he  has.  On  the 
contrary,  the  principal  charge  now  made  against 
him  by  Mr.  Bail  and  others  is,  that  lie  “treads  in  the 
footsteps”  of  gen.  Jackson,  and  administers  the 
government  upon  the  same  great  principles.  Not- 
withstanding these  declarations,  so  recently  made 
by  Mr.  Bell,  we  find  him,  in  his  speech  at  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  last  fall,  denouncing  the  administra- 
tions of  both  Jackson  and  Van  Burenin  the  most 
unqualified  terms,  and  declaring  that  “such  has 
been  the  disgraceful  condition  of  tile  government 
for  the  last  six  or  eight  yeara.”  Such  are  the  “pub- 
lic principles”  of  John  Bell. 

But  I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  with  some 
particularily,  to  a few  only  of  the  prominent  mea- 
sures of  general  Jackson’s  administration,  which 
Mr.  Bell  by  his  votes  in  congress  supported,  and 
now  in  his  general  denunciations  of  his  administra- 
tion, must  be  understood  as  condemning.  He  sup- 
ported bis  measures  in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the 
Indian  tribes  residing  in  the  states,  from  the  east  to 
the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi.  He  supported 
his  measures  upon  the  subject  of  internal  improve- 
ment; voted  against  the  Maysville  road  bill,  and 
other  similar  objects.  He  supported  all  his  mea- 


ls he  still  opposed  to  that  policy?  If  so,  will  lie  in 
form  the  public  whetherMr.  Clay,  Mr.  Adams, and 
their  federal  supporters,  with  whom  lie  now  acts, 
are  not  in  Iavor  of  the  policy?  What  are  his  pre- 
sent “public  principles”  irpon  the  subject  of  the 
currency  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  In 
1832  and  1834  he  voted  against  the  bank.  At  the 
extra  session  in  1837,  he  voted  in  its  favor,  he  voted 
against  a proposition  declaring  it  to  be  “inexpedi- 
ent to  charter  a national  bank.”  Has  be  changed 
Ins  “public  principles”  upon  this  subject?  What 
are  his  present  “public  principles”  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  “American  system?”  What  are  bis 
opinions  of  the  course  of  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Slade, 
Mr.  Clay  himself,  and  a large  portion  cf  the  party 
he  has  recently  joined,  upon  the  subject  ol  aboli 
tion?  Does  he  think  Mr.  Grundy  and  myself, 
and  our  political  friends,  north  and  south,  with 
whom  we  act,  destitute  of  “public  principle,”  be- 
cause we  oppose  the  fanatical,  wicked  and  dan- 
gerous agitation  of  this  delicate  question,  in  the 
public  discussions  in  congress?  Does  he  not  know 
that  the  abolitionists  constitute  a branch  ot  the  fed- 
eral or  modern  whig  party  to  w hich  he  has  recently 
joined  himself,  and  with  whom  lie  now  acts  in  gen- 
eral opposition  to  the  administration  ot  Mr.  Van 
Buren?  Does  Mr.  Bell  condemn  the  course  of 
these  fanatical  and  wicked  agitators?  II  so,  yvhy 
was  it  that,  being  present  in  the  house,  he  declined 
at  the  late  session,  to  vote  with  the  south,  ol  all 
parties,  (and  amongst  them  his  own  whig  col- 
leagues,) and  the  body  of  the  democratic  supporters 
of  the  administration  at  the  north,  to  put  an  end  to 
the  discussion  and  agitation  of  abolitionism  in  con- 
gress? Was  he  afraid  if  he  gave  the  vote  he  might 
offend  a large  number  of  the  new  political  Iriends 
at  the  north,  whom  he  had  recently  joined?  Upon 
all  these  questions,  involving  “public  principles” 
of  the  most  vital  character,  the  course  of  the  new 


from  the  company  he  keeps — “ Noscitur  a svens .” 
But  we  are  not  left  to  the  irresistible  inferences  and 
conclusions  which  are.  lorced  upon  the  mind  by  Mr. 
Bell’s  recent  course.  We  have,  fortunately,  direct 
evidence,  furnished  by  himself,  of  what  his  present 
“public  principles”  are.  In  his  late  .speech  ill  con- 
gress, to  which  I have  already  releired,  prepared 
by  himself  and  published  in  the  National  intelli- 
gencer, in  speaking  of  the  speech  w hich  he  deliver- 
ed at  Hartford  in  November  last,  from  printed  copy 
of  which  Mr.  Turney  had  read  a quotation,  he 
says: 

“The  printed  speech  from  which  my  colleague 
quotes,  l never  saw  or  read,  except  such  extracts 
Iroin  it  as  filled  the  columns  of  the  administration 
press  in  Tennessee  during  the  winter.  -I  never 
saw  the  manuscript  from  which  it  was  printed,  nor 
did  I know  that  it  would  he  published.  It  must 
have  been  published  by  some  person  wtio  look  notes 
oi  it  in  the  usual  way  when  it  was  delivered;  butin 
'justice  to  the  reporter , whoever  he  was,  I must  say 
' ihut  I found  utl  the  extracts  alluded  to,  although  se- 
lected no  doubt  on  ihe  ground  that  they  were  the  most 
objectionable  parts  of  the  speech,  substantially  correct; 
and  l wondered  hoiv  so  much  general  accuracy  could 
have  been  attained  wider  the  circumstances.’  ” Now'  I 
hold  that  Hartford  speech  in  my  band,  and  also  a 
Tennessee  paper  containing  extracts  taken  from  it 
during  the  winter,  the  general  accuracy  of  which  is 
adinited  by  Mr.  Bell.  I call  your  attention  to  it. 
It  is  published  in  a paper  at  Hartford,  under  date  of 
November  28,  1837,  entitled  ‘Review  and  Tele- 
graph Extra.’  The  paper  in  which  the  speech  ap- 
pears, I am  informed,  fiom  undoubted  authority,  is 
published  by  an  Englishman  and  a federalist. 

Beloie  I call  your  attention  to  this  speech,  it  is 
proper  to  say,  that  I am  equally  well  informed  that 
it  was  delivered  to  a political  meeting  of  Hartford 
convention  federalists,  assembled  at  Hartford,  to 
greet  Mr.  Bell,  and  to  rejoice  with  him  over  the 
then  recent  defeat  of  the  administration  in  the  New 
York  elections.  I have  the  best  authority  for  sai’- 
ing,  that  the  committee  of  arrangements  and  the 
meeting,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  were  Hartford 
convention  federalists.  Of  the  number  who  greet- 
ed  Mr.  Bell  to  Hartford,  were  Theodore  Dwight, 
the  secretary  of  hie  Hartford  convention;  and  Na- 
thaniel Terry,  one  of  the  delegates  sent  by  the 
Hartford  convention  to  Washington,  (o  demand  of 
Mr.  Madison  to  make  peace  with  England,  and  to 
make  known  the  treasonable  designs  of  lhat  con- 
vention. These  delegates,  1 believe,  reached  Bal- 
timore on  their  mission,  where  they  met  the  news 
— to  them  the  astounding  news — of  the  battle  of 
New  Orleans,  and,  simultaneously  with  it,  of  the 
peace,  and  wisely  concluding  that  “discretion  was 
the  better  part  of  valor,”  they  proceeded  no  further 
on  their  mission.  It  was  a meeting  composed  of 
the  old  federal  party.  And  now  for  the  speech. — - 
What  language  does  Mr.  Bell  hold  to  his  new  fede- 
ral friends?  He  denounces  general  Jackson  and 
condemns  the  measures  of  his  administration,  which 
he  himself  had  supported,  in  the  most  unmeasured 
terms,  and  concludes  by  telling  his  federal  friends, 
that  “such  has  been^tiie  disgraceful  condition  of 
the  government  for  the  last  six  or  eight  years.” — 
During  the  delivery  of  (lie  speech,  it  is  reported  in 
the  printed  copy  I have  before  me,  that  there  was 
“ great  cheering.”  And  so  there  would  have  been, 
probably,  by  the  same  audience,  if  disgrace  and 
defeat  had  attended  our  arms  befoie  New  Orleans. 
Mr.  Bell,  in  bis  speech,  tells  his  federal  hearers,  (I 
quote  from  a paragraph  published  in  the  Tennessee 
papers  during  the  winter,  and  admitted  by  Mr.  Bell 
io  be  correct,)  that  his  “chief  gratification  is  attri- 
butable to  the  circumstance  of  here  meeting  a cor- 
dial sympathy  of  mind,  of  understanding  and  of  feel- 
ing, on  Ihe  great  and  important  interests  of  all 
classes,  so  intimately  blended  with  the  occasion  of 
our  meeting,  and  which  embrace  as  well  the  inter- 
ests of  this  region  as  those  of  the  west;  for  my 
friends,  they  all  lay  claim  to  be  fellow  citizens  with 
you,  and  identified  in  the  same  cause.  It  is,  gentle- 
men, a further  source  of  great  gratification  to  me, 
that  we  should  have  now  met  under  such  auspi- 
cious circumstances;  in  the  great  cause  for  which 
we  have  been  struggling,  we  have  been  united  for 
years.”  These  are  the  present  “public  principles” 
of  John  Bell,  addressed  to  the  Hartford  convention 
federalists. 

Mr.  Bell  fells  them,  in  the  same  speech,  that 
“though  from  a remote  section  of  this  union,  and 
one  which  is  widely  separated  from  you  by  dis- 
tance, and  separated  also  upon  some  questions  in 
politics  and  as  to  men,  still  we  are  battling  side  by 
side  with  you  for  the  preservation  of  our  liberties:  we 
tender  to  you  ihe  hand  of  friendship  and  alliance, 
and  receive  you  as  members  of  the  great  political 
family;  we  call  upon  you  to  unite  with  us;  we  feel 
that  great  reforms  are  required — reforms  extending 


political  friends  whom  Mr.  Bell  ha3  joined  is  well 
known,  and  it  is  a sound  maxim  that  a man  is  known  far  beyond  (he  currency  and  the  state  ol  our  ex- 
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changes;  we  have  made  np  our  minds  upon  the  sub-  ; 
ject,  and  we  will  act  upon  it,  that  the  first  great  re-  ! 
form  which  is  required,  the  only  practicable  reform,  I 
is  to  entrust  the  administration  of  our  affairs  to  the 
first  men  in  the  country  in  standing,  character  and 
fidelity,  and  admitted  experience,  upon  whom  we 
may  mutually  agree,  &c.”  and,  in  conclusion  of  the 
speech,  he  says:  “and  may  I not  now  express  the 
hope,  that  if  we  again  meet  under  similar  circum- 
stances, may  I not  express  the  confident  anticipa- 
tion that  we  will  then  exchange  congratulations  on 
fresh  bonds  of  amity  and  affection,  under  the  addition- 
al tie  that  we  have  fought  together;  that  we  have  suc- 
cessfully fought,  and  that  our  fight  was  wi.ged  to 
wrest  abused  power  from  unworthy  hands;  that 
united  with  us  were  your  efforts  to  check  the  abuses 
which  are  now  in  existence,  See.”  and  he  closes  by 
saying,  that  I trust  we  shall  soon  meet  “you  to  fe- 
licitate each  other  on  this  great  ‘achievement.’  ” — 
Here  is  “public  principle”  declared  to  the  Hartford 
convention  federalists.  They  are  told  that  there  is 
“a  cordial  sympathy  of  mind,  of  understanding  and 
of  feeling”  between  us  (the  people  of  Tennessee) 
and  them;  that  we  are  “identified  in  the  same  cause ” 
with  them;  that  we  have  been  united  for  years;  that 
“we  are  battling  side  by  side  with  them;”  the  “ hand 
of  friendship  and  alliance”  is  tendered  to  them  as 
“members  of  the  same  great  political  family;”  and 
they  are  told  that  the  “ only  practical  reform”  is  to 
turn  out  the  present  republican  incumbent  of  the 
presidential  chair,  and  elect  some  other,  “upon 
whom  we  may  mutually  agree:”  that  is  to  say,  a 
federalist  one,  whose  “public  principles”  would 
accord  with  those  of  himself  and  his  audience. — - 
What  say  the  people  of  Tennessee  to  this  open 
pledge  and  transfer  of  their  “public  principles”  and 
suffrages  made  by  Mr.  Bell  to  the  federalists  of 
Hartford.  But  it  was  not  at  Hartford  alone  that 
Mr.  Bell  assumed  the  authority  to  pledge  the  sup- 
port of  Tennessee  to  the  federalists  of  the  east,  in 
opposition  to  the  administration. and  re-election  of 
Mr.  Van  Boren.  He  attended  a meeting  of  the 
federalists  at  Boston  a few  days  before,  at  which 
Mr.  Webster  presided.  He  was  introduced  to  the 
mosft-rrgT) y Mr.  Webster.  lie  made  a speech  to 
them,  and  made  similar  pledges  as  regards  the  fu- 
ture course  of  Tennessee,  and  is  reported  to  have 
pledged  himself  that  “ Tennessee  is  in  principle  with 
Massachusetts.”  After  he  had  concluded  his  speech, 
Mr.  Webster  gave  a sentiment.  It  was,  “Mr.  Bell 
and  the  whigs  of  Tennessee,  and  three  times  three.” 
Mr.  Webster’s  “public  principles”  are  well  known 
to  be  of  the  old  federal  school.  He  was  reared  and 
he  has  lived  a federalist.  He  has  never  denied  his 
federal  principles  or  his  party  name.  I need  not 
advert  to  his  opposition  to  the  war  and  to  making 
suitable  provision  to  prosecute  it.  Has  Mr.  Web- 
ster changed  any  of  his  former  opinions  or  “public 
principles?”  It  is  not  pretended  that  he  has.  How 
long  has  it  been  since  Mr.  Bell  professed  to  agree 
with  Mr.  Webster  in  his  “public  principles?”  Was 
it  when  the  latter  opposed  and  the  former  supported 
gen.  Jackson’s  administration?  Or  was  it  when 
Mr.  B ell  deserted  his  former  political  principles  and 
joined  the  federal  standard?  Mr.  Bell  attended  ano- 
ther meeting  of  the  federal  pffty  at  Salem,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  was  greeted  on  that  occasion  by  the 
leading  federalists  of  that  town,  and  among  them 
by  a member  of  the  Massachusetts  legislature  in 
18 14,  who  voted  for  the  appointment  of  delegates 
to  the  Hartford  convention.  He  attended  another 
meeting  of  the  federalists  at  Worcester,  Massachu- 
setts, on  his  political  tour  last  tall.  This  is  the  man 
who  once  professed  to  belong  to  the  democratic  or 
republican  party,  and  to  support  general  Jackson 
and  his  measures.  This  is  the  man  who,  after  de- 
serting that  party,  joins  the  federalists  in  their  pre- 
sent struggle  to  overthrow  the  republican  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  to  bring  into  power 
a federal  dynasty.  This  is  the  man  who,  arro- 
gantly presuming  upon  the  ignorance  of  the  people, 
aitempts  to  dictate  the  political  course  of  Tennes- 
see, and  to  pledge  the  support  of  her  republican 
people  to  his  federal  allies!  And  because  Felix 
Grundy  and  myself  have  refused  to  accompany  him 
in  his  desertion,  he  unblushingiy  attempts  to  de- 
nounce us  as  destitute  of  “public  principle.”  These 
same  federalists  of  New  England,  whom  Mr.  Bell 
has  joined,  and  with  whom  he  now  acts,  were  as 
violently  opposed  to  Mr.  Madison’s  administration 
during  the  war  as  they  were  to  gen.  Jackson’s,  and 
now  are  to  that  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  They  clamor- 
ed as  loudly  to  have  him  displaced  from  office,  and 
men  of  “ integrity  and  ability,”  in  whom  they  could 
“place  reliance,”  chosSn  in  his  stead,  as  Mr.  Bell 
now  proclaims  in  their  federal  assemblies  that  “the 
only  practicable  reform  is  to  entrust  the  administra- 
tion of  our  affairs  to  the  first  men  in  the  country  in 
standing,  character  and  fidelity,  and  admitted  expe- 
rience, upon  whom  we  may  mutually  agree.”  They 
were  as  loud  in  their  denunciation  of  Mr,  Madison 


t as  they  are  now  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  Mr.  Madison’s 
! administration  was,  in  their  judgment,  as  ruinous 
I to  the  prosperity  of  the  country  as  they  now  pro- 
claim. Mr.  Van  Buren’s  to  be.* 

I am  willing  that  my  “public  principles”  shall 
be  tested  by  nly  public  acts.  I continue  to  support 
the  “public  principles,”  the  men  and  the  measures, 
I have  always  supported.  I continue  to  oppose  the 
“public  principles,”  the  men  and  the  measures,  I 
have  always  opposed.  Mr.  Bell  does  neither.  His 
political  position  is  not  now  what  I have  shown  he 
declared  it  to  be  three  years  ago.  He  does  not  no\k 
support  the  same  men,  the  same  measures,  or  the' 
same  ‘-public  principles”,  which  he  thpn  professed 
to  support.  I might  adduce  many,  other  facts  and 
circumstances  to  prove  his  desertion  of  the  “pub- 
lic principles”  which  he  formerly  professed,  and  of 
the  political  party  with  whom,  for  many  years,  he 
professed  to  act.  But  it  is  unnecessary.  The  fact 
is  palpable  to  the  plainest  understanding. 

My  constituents  and  the  public  will  judge  whe- 
ther he  or  I have  abandoned  “public  principles.” — 
It  is  with  regret  that  I have  engaged  in  a discussion 
of  this  character.  I am  not  accustomed  to  it.  It 
has  been  forced  upon  me. 


*The  following  extracts  from  the  federal  papers  of 
1314  and  1315,  being  a few,  out  ot  many  others  that 
might  be  given,  will  serve  to  show  the  tone  and  feelings 
of  the  federal  press  and  party,  in  New  England,  to- 
wards Mr.  Madison’s  administration;  the  same  press 
and  party  are  now  vehemently  opposed  to  Mr.  Van 
Buren’s  administration,  viz. — 

“Tire  war  is  purely  democratic.  It  was  undertaken 
for  democratic,  and  not  for  national,  purposes;  and  has 
been  prosecuted  with  democratic  success.  Let  the  de- 
mocrats therefore  terminate  it  in  the  best  manner  they  can.” 
— Gazette  of  United  States,  June  4,  1814. 

“The  present  administration  must  be  got  rid  of, 
or  the  nation  is  inevitably  ruined.  To  talk,  of  united 
efforts,  as  some  good  men  have  done,  while  they  con- 
tinue in  power,  is  to  talk  of  what  cannot  possibly  hap- 
pen. The  men  of  virtue,  wisdom  and  talents  are  ready 
to  unite,  and  always  were,  and  always  will  be,  ready 
to  unite  their  efforts1  in  the  cause  of  their  country,  and 
to  yield  up  their  purses  and  persons  for  its  service:  pro- 
vided they  can  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  men  in 
whose  integrity  and  ability  they  can  place  reliance.” — 
Idem  Oct.  14,  1314. 

“New  England  must  require  that  those  men  who 
have  degraded  the  country  they  have  so  Iona  misruled, 
should  be  dismissed  and  forced  to  rerign.” — Boston  Cen- 
tinel,  Dec.  10,  1314. 

“If  James  Madison  is  to  command  the  force  destined 
to  subjugate  the  eastern  states,  we  would  suggest  t , his 
excellency  a most  salutary  caution:  it  is,  that  he  should 
provide  himself  with  a horse,  swifter  footed  by  far  than 
that  which  carried  him  so  gallantly  from  the  invaders 
of  Washington.  He  must  be  able  to  escape  at  a great- 
er rate  than  forty  miles  a day,  or  the  swift  vengeance  of 
New  England  will  overtake  Ike  wretched  MISCREANT  IN 
HIS  flight.” — Merrimack  Intelligencer,  republish'd  in 
the  Boston  Gazette,  Jan.  5,  1815 

“If  tlie  American  people  were  not  the  most  tame, 
amiable,  good  natured  race  of  men  that  ever  lived,  the 
president  would  have  been  hissed  out  of  office,  if  nut  rELT- 
ed  out  with  stones,  the  first  day  congress  assembled 
after  the  flight  and  conflagration.’' — Federal  Republican, 
Jan.  31,  1315. 

“These  men  must  be  set  aside — must  be  got  rid 
of,  or  there  can  be,  in  the  nature  of  things,  no  lasting 
benefits  resulting  from  the  abandonment  of  their  ruin- 
ous course,  which  is  intended  to  be  only  temporary.” — 
Federal  Republican,  April  9,  1814. 

“Let  no  man  who  wishes  to  continue  the  war  by  ac- 
tive means,  by  vote  or  lending  money,  dare  to  pros- 
trate HIMSELF  AT  THE  ALTAR  ON  THE  FAST  DAY;  for 
they  are  actually  as  much  partakers  in  the  war  as  the 
soldier  who  thrusts  the  bayonet;  and  the  judgment  of 
God  will  await  them.” — Boston  paper,  April,  1814. 

“It  is  very  grateful  to  find  that  the  universal  senti- 
ment is,  that  ANY  MAN  WHO  LENDS  HIS  MONEY  TO  THE 
GOVERNMENT  AT  THE  PRESENT  TIME,  WILL  FORFEIT  ALL 
CLAIM  TO  COMMON  HONESTY  AND  COMMON  COURTESY, 
AMONG  ALL  TIIE  FRIENDS  TO  THE  COUNTRY!!!  God  for- 
bid that  any  federalist  should  ever  hold  up  his  I-.and  to 
pay  federalists  for  money  1 -nt  to  the  present  rulers;  and 
federalists  can  judge  whether  the  democrats  will  tax 
their  constituents  to  pay  interest  to  federalists.’’ — lb. 


MESSRS.  CALHOUN  AND  THOMPSON. 

From  the  Greenville  (S.  O ) Mountaineer. 

Greenville,  .dug.  30,  1S33. 

Sir:  In  the  course  of  ;ny  remarks,  on  Tuesday 
last,  I stated  that  the  demand  of  the  public  dues,  in 
gold  and  silver  only,  had  first  been  presented  in 
congress  as  a distinct  and  specific  proposition,  by- 
col.  Benton.  You  interrupted  me,  and  said  that  niv 
statement  was  false,  (and,  I understand,  added, 
that  I knew  it  to  be  so.)  This  occurred  at  a dinner 
given  to  you,  and  I could,  therefore,  do  no  more 
than  to  say  that  such  language  was  unprovoked, 
and  that  I could  not  and  would  not,  submit  to  it 
from  any  one.  I had  hoped  that  when  the  excite- 
ment of  the  moment  had  passed  away,  it  would 
have  been  withdrawn.  As  it  was  not,  I have  no 


alternative  left  but  to  inquire  of  you  whether  you 
intended  to  use  (he  language  attributed  to  you,  and 
whether  or  not  I am  to  regard  it  as  withdrawn  or 
retracted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VV.  THOMPSON,  jr. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun. 

Fort  Hill,  Sept.  2,  1838. 

Sir:  I received,  yesterday,  your  note  of  the  30th 
August. 

You  commence  by  giving  your  understanding  of 
the  occurrence  on  Tuesday  last,  to  which  your  note 
refers,  before  you  ask  the  questions  to  which  you 
desire  an  answer;  and  I shall  follow  your  example 
by  giving  mine  before  I answer. 

After  presenting  my  views  to  the  audience 
against  the  union  of  the  government  and  the  banks, 

I proceeded  to  reply  to  tile  objections  which  I had 
heard  alleged  from  various  quarters  against  the 
separation;  and,  among  others,  that  the  proposition 
to  separate  had  originated  with  col.  Benton,  and 
was  what  is  called  one  of  his  humbugs.  This  I 
directly  contradicted,  and  asserted  to  he  untrue, 
stating  at  the  same  time  the  facts  on  which  I rested 
my  assertion.  This,  in  your  reply,  as  I understand 
you,  you  positively  denied,  and  asserted  that  in 
spite-  of  all  that  had  been  said,  he  was  the  author  of 
the  proposition;  and,  in  proof,  read  a proposition 
that  col.  Benton  made  in  the  senate,  in  1836,  for 
the  separation.  It  was  then  I requested  you  to  give 
way,  when  I asked  you  if  you  did  know  that  gen. 
Gordon,  of  Virginia,  had  made  a proposition  in 
the  house  of  representatives  lor  the  separation  in 
1834,  two  years  before  eol.  Ber.ton  had  made  his; 
and  that  Condy  Raguet  had  suggested  it  before 
gen.  Gordon  had  made  bis  proposition;  and  that  I 
had,  at  a still  earlier  period,  declared  in  my  place  in 
the  senate,  that  if  no  one  else  moved  the  separation, 

I would.  To  each  of  these  questions  you  answer- 
ed yes,  in  succession,  as  I propounded  them,  on 
which  I drew  the  inference  I did,  and  which  irre- 
sistibly followed  under  the  impression,  I made  it; 
that  is,  with  the  knowledge  of  these  facts,  yon  had 
asserted  that  col.  Benton  was  the  first  to  propose  it, 
or  in  other  words,  that  the  proposition  to  separate 
the  government  from  the  banks,  originated  with 
him.  But  I now  understand  from  your  note,  that 
in  this  I was  mistaken,  and  that  instead  of  the 
broad  assertion  I supposed,  you  made  the  more  nar- 
row one,  “that  the  demand  of  the  public  dues  in 
gold  and  silver  had  been  first  presented  to  congress, 
as  a distinct  and  specific  proposition,  by  col.  Ben- 
ton.’” 

It  is  not  at  all  necessary,  in  reference  to  the  point 
between  us,  to  inquire  what  precise  meaning  you 
intended  to  attach  to  these  words,  or  whether  you 
are  not  mistaken,  when  taken  even  iri  their  most 
restricted  sense.  It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  the 
inference  I drew  and  the  expression  to  which  your 
object,  was  drawn  on  the  supposition,  that  you  had 
directly  contradicted  in  unqualified  terms  my  as- 
sertion, that  the  proposition  for  the  separation  bad 
not  originated  with  col.  Benton,  and  of  course  the 
expression  is  not  applicable  to  the  more  restricted 
proposition,  which  I now  understand  you  had  used. 

Respectfully,  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  TV.  Thompson. 

The  above  letter  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  disclaiming 
the  application  of  his  offensive  expressions  “to  the 
proposition,  as  he  now  understands  me  In  have  used 
it,”  puts  an  end  to  the  controversy  between  us,  so 
far  as  it  was  of  a personal  character.  It  is  due  to 
myself,  however,  to  say,  that  the  language  recited 
in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  was  verbatim  the  lan- 
guage which  I used,  and  if  otherwise  understood 
at  first  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  it  was  so  explained  by  me 
•at  the  time,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  then  replied  to  that 
explanation— withholding,  however,  then,  that  ex- 
planation of  his  own  language,  which  he  now-  so 
properly  makes.  I was  discussing  separately  the 
two  great  features  of  the  sub-treasury  bill,  and 
whilst  remarking  upon  the  feature  demanding  gold 
and  silver  only  for  government  d ues,  I said  that  it 
had  first  been  submitted  to  congress  as  a separate 
and  distinct  proposition  by  col.  Benton  in  1836; 
and  on  being  interrupted  by  Mr.  C.,  I also  stated 
that  gen.  Gordon  had  submitted  it  before,  but  in 
connexion  with  another  feature — the  place  and 
mode  of  keeping  the  public  revenue — but  that  the 
distinct  and  isolated  question  of  the  rejection  of 
■bank  notes  for  government  dues,  was  first  pre- 
sented by  eol.  Benton,  in  proof  of  which  I read 
the  following  act,  introduced  by  col.  Benton  in 
June,  1836: 

“Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  that  bank  notes  and  paper 
currency  of  every  description  shall  cease  to  be  re- 
ceived or  offered  in  payment  on  account  of  the  U. 
S.  or  of  the  post  office,  or  in  fees  in  the  courts  of 
the  U.  S.,  as  follows:  of  less  denomination  than 
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$20,  none  after  the  third  day  of  March,  1839,  of 
less  denomination  than  $'300,  none  alter  the  3d  day 
of  M Arch,  134  ),  of  a less  denomination  than  $ 1,000 , 
none  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1841,  and  none  ol 
any  denomination  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1342.” 

I did  not  suppose  that  Mr.  Calhoun  could  liaye 
understood  me  as  contradicting  his  statement,  as  to 
gen.  Gordon’s  measure,  in  any  offensive  sense,  or  as 
questioning  his  veracity,  or  he  would  not  have  re- 
plied by  a retort  of  the  insult.  I very  well  know 
that  gen.  Gordon  had  introduced  his  measure  in 
February,  1335,  and  not  in  1834,  as  Mr.  Calhoun 
states  it.  J repeat  then,  in  the  very  words  which  l 
uttered  at  the  barbacue,  without  retraction  or  modi- 
fication, that  the  proposition  to  receive  gold  and  sil- 
ver only  in  payment  of  public  dues,  as  a distinct 
and  specific  proposition,  was  first  made  by  col. 
Benton.  Mr.  Calhoun  understood  me  otherwise. 
I regret  it,  as  an  unpleasant  difficulty  grew  out  of 
this  misconception. 

I have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  make  this  full  state- 
ment, as  it  has  been  sedulously  reported  that  I had 
retracted  what  I said  on  that  occasion.  I have  re- 
tracted no  single  fact  that  I stated;  and  I may  add, 
that  in  all  that  I have  said  or  written  on  this  ami 
every  other  political  question,  I am  not  conscious 
of  any  single  mistake  of  an  important  fact.  I 
might  have  gone  farther,  and  stated  what  I sup- 
posed almost  ever}'  man  in  the  United  States  knew, 
that  col.  Benton  was  the  author,  the  first  to  suggest 
this  gold  and  silver  policy.  If  he  was  not,  why  has 
he  been  called  “humbug  Benton,”  “hard  money 
Benton?”  Why  are  the  gold  coins  called  “Benton 
drops?”  If  general  Gordon  is  the  true  father  of  the 
policy,  they  should  have  been  called  Gordon  drops. 
But  to  the  proof.  In  a speech  made  in  the  senate 
on  the  21st  March,  1334,  the  following  passages  oc- 
cur, with  fifty  others  like  them:  col.  Benton  said, 
“In  the  first  place  he  was  one  of  those  who  be- 
lieved that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
was  intended  to  be  a hard  money  government — that 
it  was  the  intention  and  the  declaration  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  that  the  federal  cur- 
rency should  consist  of  gold  and  silver,  and  that 
there  is  no  power  in  congress  to  issue,  or  to  author- 
ize any  company  of  individuals  to  issue  any  spe- 
cies of  federal  paper  currency  whatever.”  “The 
authority  given  to  congress  to  coin  money,  and  is 
an  authority  to  stamp  metallic  money,  and  not  an 
a ithority  for  issuingslips  of  paper,  containingpromi- 
ses  to  pay  money.”  Pretty  strong,  I think,  against 
treasury  notes. 

Again,  he  says,  “gold  and  silver  is  the  only  thing 
recognized  as  money.  It  is  the  money,  and  the 
only  money  of  the  constitution.  Every  historic 
recollection,  a3  well  as  every  phrase  in  the  consti- 
tution, and  every  early  statute  on  the  subject,  con- 
firms the  idea.”  “They  (the  framers  ofthe  consti- 
tution) determined  to  have  no  more  federal  paper 
money.  They  created  a hard  money  government — 
they  intended  the  new  government  to  recognize 
nothing  for  money  but  gold  and  silver.”  These  pas- 
sages are  taken  from  a very  long  and  able  speech,  the 
main  object  of  which  is  to  prove  the  unconstitu- 
tionality and  expediency  of  receiving  in  the  dues  of 
the  government  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver. 

This  was  on  the  2 1st  March,  1334.  Gen.  Gor- 
don’s bill  was  introduced  the  10th  February,  1S33. 
Mr.  Condy  Raguet  brought  his  proposition  to  Wash- 
ington, as  the  following  extract  of  a letter  from  him 
to  Mr.  Preston,  shows,  in  May,  1834: 

“Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  7th  of  June  is  at 
hand.  In  reference  to  the  matter  alluded  to,  there- 
in, and,  as  far  as  my  recollection  serves  me,  I did 
not  write  to  you  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  but  communi- 
cated with  you  verbally  in  May,  1834.  Having 
failed  to  receive  the  favorable  views  of  either  of 
you,  I brought  the  plan  to  the  view  of  Mr.  Lewis, 
and  several  other  members  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives from  the  south,  with  no  better  success, 
until  I found  general  Gordon,  who  gave  it  a favora- 
ble reception.  It  will  not  now,  I trust,  be  denied 
that  col.  Benton  was  the  first  to  advocate,  in  a 
speech  in  congress,  or  to  propose  as  a specific,  and 
separate  measure,  the  specific  feature  of  the  sub- 
treasury  bill.  That  feature,  without  which,  Mr. 
Calhoun  says  that  measure  is  a mockery.  If  not 
the  author  of  the  project  of  divorce,  he  is  the  au- 
thor ot  that  which  is  regarded  as  its  great  and  im- 
portant feature.  It  is  none  the  worse  for  its  origin 
— it  is  a good  thing.  If  it  is  half  as  wise  and  bene- 
ficent a measure  as  it  is  now  thought  to  be,  Benton 
deserves  a statue  of  gold,  for  having  had  the  genius 
to  suggest,  and  the  moral  courage  to  adhere  to  it,  in 
despite  of  more  opprobrium  and  ridicule  than  any 
other  one  measure  ever  has  received.” 

Mr.  Calhoun,  at  the  barbecue,  argued  against  the 
pet  bank  system,  as  my  favorite.  I was  surprised 
at  this,  as  the  amendment  of  the  bill  which  I pro 


posed  iu  congress,  expressly  forbids  the  use  of  the 
money  by  the  banks,  and  in  every  speech  which  I 
have  made  in  congress  or  since  I came  home,  I 
have  reprobated  that  system  as  the  very  worst  possi- 
ble; and  iu  the  very  speech  to  which  Mr.  Calhoun 
was  replying,  had  repeated  the  same  thing.  I refus- 
ed, as  Mr.  Rives  knows,  at  the  last  session,  to  go 
for  his  general  deposite  bill,  or  any  other  which 
should  give  the  use  ofthe  public  funds  to  the  banks. 
Mr.  Calhoun  also  said,  that  tile  reason  of  issuing 
treasury  notes  was,  that  the  government  had  money 
on  deposite  with  l lie  banks,  which  it  could  not  get. 
I showed  that,  at  : he  period  of  issuing  the  last  ten 
millions,  the  government  had  only  two  millions  in 
the  banks,  and  had  drawn  warrants  for  a large  por- 
tion of  that.  How  then  can  it  be  said  that  the  trea- 
sury notes  were  issued  because  we  had  money  in 
the  banks  which  they  would  not  pa)'.  I have  tel L it 
a duly  to  myself  and  to  the  people,  to  make  these 
remarks,  as  l am  informed  that  it  has  been  industri- 
ously propagated,  that  I had  retracted  statements  of 
facts  which  I had  made. 

W.  THOMPSON,  jr. 


THE  RICHLAND  FESTIVAL.  ' 

From  the  Columbia  South.  Carolinian. 

The  barbecue  dinner  given  on  Saturday  last,  by 
the  republican  and  state  rights  party  of  Richland 
district,  “to  the  hon.  F.  H.  Elmore,  our  faithful  re- 
presentative in  congress,  and  our  two  senators,  the 
hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  and  the  hon.  Win.  C.  Pres- 
ton,” was  one  of  the  most  interesting  occasions  of 
the  kind  we  ever  witnessed.  The  arrangements 
generally  manifested  excellent  taste  and  judgment, 
and  were  decidedly  creditable  to  the  respectable 
committee,  and  warmly  approved  by  the  company. 
The  number  of  persons  assembled  was  very  large, 
and  has  been  variously  estimated  at  from  ten  to 
fourteen  hundred,  including  many  highly  respecta- 
ble citizens  from  the  surrounding  districts.  The 
committee  generally  concur  in  the  opinion  that  there 
was  atleasl  a thousand  persons,  arid  probably  many 
more.  The  company  assembled  at  12  o’clock,  at 
the  circus, — a very  large  building,  which  had  been 
suitably  prepared  for  the  occasion — and  were  enter- 
tained with  appropriate  national  and  patriotic  airs 
by  an  excellent  band  of  music,  while  high  above 
them,  in  the  front,  the  “star  spangled  banner”  float- 
ed on  the  breeze. 

Shortly  after  the  company  assembled,  the  hon.  F. 
H.  Elmore,  at  the  request  of  the  committee,  com- 
menced an  exceedingly  able  and  impressive  ad- 
dress, from  the  stage  of  the  circus,  on  the  great  lead- 
ing question  of  the  day,  and  occupied  about  four 
hours  in  its  delivery;  during  which,  he  was  listened 
to  by  the  immense  crowd,  assembled  in  all  parts  of 
the  building— the  stage,  boxes,  pit  and  gallery — with 
a degree  of  interest  and  attention  we  have  never 
seen  surpassed’ — a silence,  almost  breathless,  and 
broken  only  by  the  most  enthusiastic  and  greatly 
lengthened  bursts  of  applause — all  testifying  in  the 
most  unequivocal  manner,  the  deep  interest  of  the 
audience,  and  exceeding  merits  ol  the  speech;  for 
certainly  nothing  else  could  have  so  enchained  the 
former,  for  four  hours  together,  and  while  the  din- 
ner prepared  W'as  kept  wailing  till  after  4 o’clock. 
It  were  needless  to  say  how  much  this  remarkable 
interest  arid  attention  were  deserved;  for  nothing 
bul  such  desert  could  possibly  have  commanded 
them  for  such  a lime.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the 
speech  was  one  of  the  most  judicious,  instructive, 
and  effective  we  have  ever  heard — exempt  from  all 
selfish  elforts  at  declamation,  ornament  or  display, 
and  appealing  entirely  to  the  understanding  and 
judgment  of  the  company,  which  as  the  patriotic 
and  disinterested  speaker  evidently  considered,  had 
assembled  principally  to  gather  information,  on  the 
new  and  important  questions  to  be  discussed,  rather 
than  merely  to  pay  court  to  men,  and  idly  witness 
and  applaud  mere  personal  display.  An  array  of 
facts  was  presented,  the  most  powerful,  practical, 
convincing  and  conclusive,  that  we  have  ever  met 
together,  in  favor  of  any  cause,  and  which  we  ven- 
ture to  say  must  have  astonished  even  those  who 
have  most  industriously  investigated  the  subject. 
The  investigation  was  peculiarly  practical;  and  the 
developement,  that  specie,  or  its  equivalent,  has  al- 
ways been  exacted  from  the  south,  in  the  collection 
of  duties;  and  of  the  effects  of  a national  bank  up- 
on southern  banks,  and  southern  commerce,  indus- 
try, and  prosperity,  especially  in  South  Carolina, 
Charleston  and  Columbia,  was  exceedingly  striking 
and  effective.  And  though  the  able  speaker  con- 
fined himself  principall/to  facts  and  illustrations, 
and  the  arguments  necessarily  resulting  from  them — 
declaring  at  the  outset  his  intention  to  trouble  his 
readers  as  little  as  possible  with  his  own  views,  and 
lay  before  them  the  facts  and  arguments  which  had 
guided  and  governed  himself,— yethis  remarks  were 
occasionally  interspersed  with  fine  bursts  of  feeling, 
-the  more  eloquent  and  effective,  because  evidently 


spontaneous,  natural,  and  sincere — growing  out  of 
the  facts  which  prompted  them,  and  in  full  accor- 
dance with  the  feelings  of  the  audience,  as  uniform- 
ly manifested  by  their  general  and  enthusiastic  re- 
sponses. 

\V"e  hope  soon  to  have  the  pleasure  of  laying  this 
exceedingly  able  and  effective  speech  before  our 
readers;  for  though  its  preparation  for  the  press  will 
be  a work  of  no  ordinary  labor, yet  we  cannot  doubt 
thatcol.  Elmore  will  comply  with  the  earnest  request 
ol  the  committee  of  arrangements,  strengthened  as 
it  has  been,  by  the  individual  solicitations  of  many 
others,  and  the  wishes  of  all  whom  we  have  heard 
speak  of  it. 

When  col.  Elmore  concluded — which  he  did 
amidst  the  most  loud  and  enthusiastic  cheering,  pro- 
longed to  the  greatest  extent— the  greatly  respected 
president  of  the  day,  col.  Goodwyn,  invited  the 
company  to  the  dinner  table,  spread  out  lo  a great 
length  under  an  awning  outside  the  building,  where 
they  found  a profusion  of  good  cheer,  as  exciting 
and  gratifying  to  the  corporeal  appetite,  as  the  ex- 
cellent banquet  just  left  had  been  to  the  mental  one. 
Col.  Goodwyn  presided,  assisted  by  maj.  Theodore 
Stark,  and  col.  Win.  Hopkins,  as  vice  presidents; 
and  after  the  dinner  was  over,  the  following  toasts 
were  read  by  them  to  the  company,  and  received 
with  the  strongest  marks  of  approbation— each  be- 
ing followed  by  appropriate  music  from  the  band: 

REGULAR  TOASTS. 

1.  The  republican  doctrines  of  179S,  under  whose 
banner  the  south  has  been  thrice  saved  from  im- 
pending ruin.  Let  us  again  rally  around  them  in 
the  coining  conflict. 

2.  The  hon.  John  C.  Calhoun — The  sagacious 
statesman,  the  incorruptible  patriot,  “the  pilot  who 
weathered  the  storm!”  In  the  great  contest  with 
the  money  power,  South  Carolina  looks  with  hope 
and  confidence  to  her  favorite  son — her  trusted 
champion  in  the  hour  of  need. 

After  the  enthusiastic  and  greatly  prolonged  cheer- 
ing which  followed  this  toast,  had  subsided,  col. 
Goodwyn,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments, read  the  following  admirable  letter  from  Mr. 
Calhoun,  which,  with  the  accompanying  toast,  drew 
forth  the  strongest  demonstrations  of  approbation. 

Fort  Hill , Sept.  Is?. 

Dear  sir:  I have  received  your  note,  as  chair- 

man of  the  committee  of  arrangements,  invitin^me 
to  a barbacue  dinner,  to  be  given  by  the  republican 
and  state  rights  citizens  of  Richland  district,  in 
lavor  of  a separation  of  government  and  banks,  on 
the  8th  inst.  I feel  a deep  sense  of  gratitude* for 
the  honor  intended,  but  the  season  or  the  year,  the 
great  distance,  and  other  causes  not  necessary  to 
state,  prevent  me  from  accepting  the  invitation. 

As  much  as  has  been  said  on  this  great  measure, 
“of  deliverance  and  liberty,”  it  is  not  yet  half  ex- 
hausted, and  I propose,  in  compliance  with  your  re- 
quest, to  present  a lew  hasty  views  on  asingle  point, 
that  has  not  hitherto  received  a due  attention,  in 
the  discussion  of  the  subject. 

We  must  all  feel  a deep  regret,  that  so  many  of 
our  old  friends,  whose  attachment  to  republican, 
state  rights  principles  cannot  be  questioned,  have 
separated  from  us  on  this  great  question.  In  this 
early  stage,  before  it  has  become  too  late  to  retrace 
a false  step,  it  becomes  both  them,  and  ns,  deliber- 
ately to  review  the  bearing  of  the  positions,  we  re- 
spectively occupy,  in  reference  to  the  great  and 
cherished  principles  of  the  parly,  to  which  we  both 
profess  to  belong.  What  I propose,  then,  is  to 
throw  out  some  reflections,  which  may  aid  those 
who  may  be  disposed  to  make  this  review. 

The  first  step  is  to  fix  on  the  leading  principles 
of  the  party;  and  here,  fortunately,  there  can  be  no 
diversity  of  opinion.  We  have  a living  standard 
of  the  principles  of  our  party,  in  which  all  who 
bear  the  name  of  republican  and  stale  rights  men, 
are  agreed,  however  they  may  differ  in  other  re- 
spects. I refer  to  the  Virginia  report,  and  the  Vir- 
ginia and  Kentucky  resolutions  of  ’98.  The  great 
and  leading  principles  asserted  in  those  documents 
are,  that  ours  is  a federative  system  of  government, 
to  which  the  states,  and  not  the  individual  citizens, 
are  parlies;  that  the  constitution  ought (o  be  strictly 
construed,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  literally  ad- 
hered to;  and  that  consolidation,  or  the  concentra- 
tion of  the  powers  of  the  system  in  the  general  go- 
vernment, must  necessarily  lead  to  despotism. — 
These  being  acknowledged  to  be  the  principles  of 
the  party,  the  question  between  ns,  ami  our  friends 
who  have  separated  from  us  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, is,  which  of  the  two,  the  separation  or  the 
union,  of  the  government  and  the  banks,  conforms 
most  strictly  to  them?  Let  us  examine,  taking  the 
principles  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand. 

Which,  then,  of  the  two, is  the  most  favorable  to 
the  federative  character  of  our  system? 

We  may  well  leave  this  point  to  be  decided  by 
our  old  opponents,  the  federal  or  national  partv. 
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which,  under  all  changes  of’  names,  have  been  so 
true  to  their  principles  and  policy.  Which  are  they 
in  favor  of,  the  separation  or  the  union?  The  an- 
swer is  easy.  On  no  other  question,  or  any  other 
occasion,  have  they  ever  been  more  united.  From 
theii  leaders,  down,  throughout  the  entire  rank  and  ! 
file,  there  is  no  division  in  their  ranks;  all  being 
bitterly  hostile  to  the  separation,  and  devotedly  at- 
tached to  the  union  of  government  and  banks;  and  1 
well  may  they  be  so.  Of  all  measures,  the  union  ; 
of  government  and  banks  has  (lie  most  powerful 
tendency  to  consolidation,  and  is,  of  course,  the 
most  hostile  to  the  federative  character  of  our  sys- 
tem; and  never  did  the  great  original  leader  of  the 
federal,  or  national  party,  Alexander  Hamilton,  dis- 
play -profounder  sagacity,  or  greater  boldness,  than 
in  consummating  this  unholy  alliance,  on  his  own 
responsibility,  in  direct  defiance  of  law,  by  his 
treasury  order  of  ’39.  It  has  done  more  to  consoli- 
date the  government,  an  t destroy  the  federative 
character  of  our  political  system,  than  all  other 
measures  put  together;  and,  if  it  should  become  the 
established  policy,  it  would,  in  the  end,  inevitably 
draw  all  the  powers  ot  the  system  into  the  vortex 
of  the  general  government.  Without  going  fully 
into  the  reasons  of  this  opinion,  I shall  present  two 
views  that  are  in  iny  opinion  conclusive.  The 
certain  effect  of  the  union,  whether  it  be  a league 
of  state  banks,  or  a bank  of  the  United  States,  is  to 
throw  the  entire  weight  of  the  banking  system  ( by' 
far  the  most  powerful  interest  in  the  community,) 
on  the  siite  of  high  duties  and  taxes,  extravagant 
expenditures  and  large  surpluses;  and  that,  because, 
the  greater  these,  the  greater  tile  profits  of  the 
banks,  when  united  with  the  government,  but, 
when  separated,  the  less. 

Tae  reasons  for  this  are  so  obvious,  and  have 
been  so  fully  explained  on  other  occasions,  that  they 
need  not  be  repeated  here.  It  has  never,  indeed, 
been  denied  or  controverted.  Assuming,  then,  the 
fact  to  be  so,  the  necessary  result  of  tfie  connection 
is,  to  cast  the  whole  influence  of  the  banking  sys- 
tem, with  its  irresistible  weight,  on  the  side  that 
aims  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. to  draw  within  its  vortex  every  object  of  ex- 
penditure, and  to  favor  the  policy  best  calculated  to 
increase  its  revenue  and  disbursements,  and  keep 
up  an  overflowing  treasury;  or,  in  a word,  in  favor 
of  consolidation,  and  against  the  states. 

The  next  eif'ect  is  not  less  clear,  that  it  will  most 
certainly,  i:i  the  end,  lead  to  the  establishment  of 
a great  national  bank,  to  control  the  state  institu- 
tions. This,  the  national  or  whig  party,  as  they  are 
now  called,  themselves  clearly  see,  and  have  the 
candor  to  acknowledge.  They  know  full  well  that 
the  state  bank  system  must  fail,  however  modified, 
as  a fiscal  agent  of  the  government.  It  has  twice 
failed  already,  and  the  causes  which  render  it  in- 
competent, are  daily  increasing  in  force;  and  it  is 
now  suppoited  by  the  national  party  expressly  on 
the  ground  of  its  incompetency,  and  that  its  failure 
will  lead  to  the  establishment  of  a national  bank — 
a measure  so  favorable  to  their  principles  and  policy, 
and  therefore  so  ardently  desired  by  them.  That 
such  an  institution  is,  and  has  ever  been,  opposed 
to  the  state  rights  and  republican  creed,  we  have 
the  high  authority  of  the  Virginia  report  itself,  a 
large  portion  of  which  is  intended  to  prove  its  un 
constitutionality  and  dangerous  tendency. 

But  it  is  said  by  some  of  our  friends,  who  have 
separated,  that  the  independent  and  constitutional 
treasury  must  fail,  and  that,  its  failure  would  lead  to 
the  same  result,  and  that  it  is  on  that  account  they 
oppose  it.  It  is  asufficient  answer  to  this,  to  state, 
that  such  Is  not  the  opinion  of  the  two  great  par- 
ties, who  support,  or  oppose  that  measure.  The 
former,  is  known  to  be  as  hostile  to  a national  bank, 
as  the  latter  is  ardently  in  favor  of  it,  and  it  may 
with  confidence  be  asserted,  that  the  zeal  of  the  one 
for  the  measure,  and  the  ardor  of  the  other  against 
it,  would  speedily  abate,  if  either  thought  it  would 
fail,  and  lead  to  the  result  supposed. 

The  next  inquiry  is,  which  of  the  two  conforms 
the  most  closely  to  the  principle  of  strict  construc- 
tion, and  as  rigid  an  adherence  as  possible  to  the 
letter  of  the  constitution?  On  this  point  there  can 
be  no  doubt.  No  one  ever  has,  or  can  pretend  to 
raise  a constitutional  objection  to  the  separation  of 
government  and  banks.  That  the  former  has  the 
right  to  collect  its  dues  in  the  legal  and  constitu- 
tional currency  of  the  country,  and  keep  and  dis- 
burse its  revenue  by  its  own  responsible  officers, 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  is  beyond  the  possibility 
of  a doubt.  Far  trifle  rent  is  the  union,  whether  we 
regard  it  with  a’nationa!  bank,  or  an  organized 
league  of  state  banks.  Either  is  full  of  constitu- 
tional objections,  and  neither  can  be  maintained  on 
the  principle  of  strict  construction.  On  that  prin- 
ciple, where  will  the  right  be  found  to  charter  a 
national  bank?  Or,  if  that  difficulty  did  not  exist, 
where  to  constitute  it,  as  the  agent  to  regulate  the 


exchanges,  and  the  credit  of  the  community?  What 
power  has  the  constitution  delegated  to  the  govern- 
ment over  either;  and  how  can  such  power  be  in- 
ferred, but  by  the  boldest  construction?  The  banks 
are  state  institutions,  created  by  their  authority, 
and  for  their  peculiar  wants,  and  there  is  no  con- 
struction of  the  constitution,  that  would  enable  the 
general  government  to  regulate,  or  control  any  other 
of  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  states,  including 
that  in  which  we  of  the  soulh  have  so  deep  an  in- 
terest. I might  greatly  extend  these  questions, 
and  ask,  what  right  has  the  government  to  give  the 
banks  the  public  money  in  the  treasury,  to  be  loan- 
ed out,  or  used  as  they  may  think  proper,  till  wanted 
lor  disbursement;  or  to  receive  the  notes  of  local 
banks,  or  any  other  medium,  except  the  legal  cur- 
rency, in  its  dues?  But,  enough  has  been  said,  to 
show  beyond  all  controversy,  that  as  far  as  strict 
construction  of  the  constitution  is  concerned,  the 
measure  we  support  is  decidedly  more  conformable 
to  state  rights,  than  that  which  is  supported  by  the 
friends  who  have  separated  from  us. 

That  a departure  from  a system  of  strict  construc- 
tion must,  in  the  same  degree,  lead  to  a consolida- 
tion, and  that,  in  turn,  to  the  overthrow  of  our  free 
republican  institutions,  ami  the  establishment  of 
despotic  power,  is  so  fully  established  in  the  cele- 
brated Viiginia  ieport,  as  to  render  it  unnecessary 
to  say  more  in  addressing  those  who  profess  to  be- 
long to  the  old  states’  rights  republican  party  of  ’93. 

I might  indeed  greally  enlarge  on  this  point  here, 
and  show,  that  of  all  unconstitutional  measures,  the 
union  of  the  government  and  the  banks  is  the  most 
directly  subversive  of  republican  principles,  by  de- 
stroying that  equality  between  citizen  and  citizen, 
and  pursuit  and  pursuit,  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of 
all  republican  governments.  It  clearly  gives  great 
and  decisive  advantages  to  those  engaged  in  bank- 
ing, and  to  the  business  of  banking,  over  all  other 
pursuits,  and  those  engaged  in  them.  This,  no  one 
would  doubt,  if  the  same  advantages  were  confer- 
red on  an  individual.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that 
the  government  should  select  any  individual,  and 
contract  to  give  him  the  exclusive  advantage  of 
having  his  notes  received  in  the  duties  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  to  give  him  the  use  of  the  public 
money  from  the  time  it  was  collected  until  it  was 
disbursed;  is  there  a man  so  dull  as  not  to  see  the 
immense  advantages  it  would  confer  on  him,  com- 
pared to  the  rest  of  the  community — that  it  would 
give  him,  to  a vast  extent,  a control  over  the  ex- 
changes, the  credit  and  commerce  of  the  country, 
and,  through  them,  over  all  other  pursuits?  Is  it 
not  also  clear,  that  a similar  advantage  conferred  on 
any  combination  of  individuals  would  but  tend  to 
increase  the  power,  by  adding  their  individual  in- 
fluence to  that  bestowed  by  the  government?  And 
is  it  not  equally  clear,  that  the  conferring  of  such 
powers  on  chartered  companies  of  large  capital, 
and  possessed  of  important  chartered  rights,  with 
all  the  means  of  prompt  union  and  concert  of  ac- 
tion, would  be  but  to  render  if  still  more  formida- 
ble and  destructive  of  all  equality  between  them 
and  the  rest  of  the  community,  and,  of  course,  de- 
structive of  the  very  basis  of  our  free  republican 
institutions?  But  all  this  is  so  clear  as  to  require 
no  illustration,  and  to  supercede  the  necessity  of 
dwelling  longer  on  it. 

As  concisely  as  I have  presented  ray  reflections, 
I have  said  enough,  1 trust,  to  establish,  beyond  all 
controversy,  that  if  there  Ins  been  any  departure 
from  the  principles  of  the  party,  we,  who  advocate 
the  separation  of  the  government  and  banks,  can- 
not be  charged  with  it.  Our  friends  who  have  se- 
parated from  us  may  think,  that  the  measure  we 
support  is  inexpedient,  weak,  or  impracticable;  but 
I do  think  that  on  a review,  they  must  concede  to 
us  strict  adherence,  at  least,  to  the  old  land  marks 
of  the  party.  This  is  a strong  position  to  occupy. 
When  we  reflect  how  much  depends  on  maintaining 
the  federal  character  of  our  system — how  much  on 
a rigid  adherence  to  the  constitution,  and  a suc- 
cessful resistance  to  consolidation,  ar.d  all  attempts 
to  destroy  that  republican  equality  which  is  the 
pride  of  our  institutions,  we  may  well  bear 
many  such  objections  to  our  measure,  even  if 
well  founded;  for  what  are  these,  in  comparison  to 
the  maintenance  of  great  fundamental  principles? — 
The  same  kind  of  objections  might,  in  fact,  be  urg- 
ed against  free  institutions  generally,  compared  to 
despotic,  which,  for  convenience,  promptitude  and 
simplicity,  far  exceed  the  former. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  otter  the  following 
sentiment: 

The  present  crisis — In  many  respects  similar  to 
that  of  ’98,  hut  vastly  more  important,  as  to  the 
question  immediately  involved,  and  the  magnitude 
of  the  consequences  to  follow. 

With  great  respect,  I am,  fee.  fee. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Col.  R.  H.  Goodioyn,  chairman,  fyc. 


3.  “The  great  measures  of  deliverance  and  li- 
berty”— The  entire  sepaiatiori  of  the  government 
from  the  banks. 

4.  The  lion.  Wm.  C.  Presfou — The  gifted  ora- 
tor— our  distinguished  senator.  At  a memorable 
crisis,  he'  did  the  state  good  service,  which  she  ac- 
knowledged by  twice  advancing  him  to  one  of  the 
highest  offices  in  her  gift. 

On  the  delivery  of  this  toast,  the  following  letter 
from  col.  Preston  was  read  by  J . D.  Treadwell,  esq. 

Columbia,  Sept.  3,  1838. 

To  col.  R.  H.  Goodwyn,  chairman  of  committee: 
Dear  sip. — 1 have  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
your  letter  of  the  16th  ult.,  in  which,  as  chairman 
of  a committee  of  arrangements,  you  inform  me 
that  “the  republican  and  state  rights  citizens  of 
Richland  district,  in  favor  of  the  separation  of  go- 
vernment from  banks,  and  the  establishment  of  an 
independent  treasury,  and  opposed  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a national  bank,  and  the  advancement  of 
the  federal  party  to  power — being  anxious  to  be  fur- 
ther enlightened  by  a discussion  of  those  principles, 
propose  giving  a barbacue  dinner  at  this  place,  on 
the  8th  of  next  month,  in  honor  of  our  two  senators 
and  immediate  representative  in  congress,  when  we 
may  have  the  benefit  of  hearing  them  on  those  im- 
portant and  agitating  subjects. 

“The  committee,  therefore,  on  behalf  of  the  re- 
publican state  rights  citizens  of  the  district,  re- 
spectfully invite  your  attendance  on  that  day.” 

I beg  you,  sir,  to  believe,  that  I am  very  sensible 
of  the  honor  in  which  I am  thus  united  with  my 
colleague  in  the  seriate  and  our  immediate  repre- 
sentative; and  I appreciate  the  more  highly  this  ho- 
norable testimonial,  inasmuch  as  it  is  apparent  from 
the  definition  which  you  give  of  the  principles  of 
what  you  designate  as  the  republican  and  state 
rights  party,  that  there  is  a political  difference  on 
some  important  points  between  me  and  those  whom 
you  represent,  as  I know  (here  is  between  me  and 
those  with  whom  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
associate  me.  Those  who  oiler  the  testimonial,  and 
those  to  whom  it  is  ottered — except  myself — are  of 
the  same  party.  That  I am  thus  remembered  and 
thus  associated,  is  a source  of  the  highest  gratifica- 
tion to  me;  for  I regard  it  as  another  signal  proof 
from  my  fellow  ciiizens  of  Richland  district  of  the 
personal  kindness  I have  always  received  at  their 
hands,  and  of  their  generous  disposition,  notwith- 
standing a difference  of  political  opinion,  to  bear 
this  public  testimony  to  the. purity  of  my  motives, 
and  thereby  to  rebuke  the  false  and  malignant  as- 
persions of  those  who  do  not  know  me  as  well  as 
my  neighbors,  and  are  not  capable  of  the  same  just 
and  candid  judgment. 

I repeat  it,  sir,  that  I receive  with  pride  and  plea- 
sure the  proof  of  kindness  implied  in  your  thus  as- 
sociating me  with  those  to  whom  your  political 
sympathies  and  ap j robation  are  given,  arid  injoining 
with  you  and  them  in  a common  festival.  I should 
rejoice  in  an  occasion  of  showing  that,  like  those 
you  represent,  I am  incapable  of  making  political 
differences  cause  of  personal  alienation,  or  that  I 
could  for  a moment  consider  my  principles  compro- 
mised by  accepting  your  civility.  In  declining, 
therefore,  to  attend  your  barbacue,  I am  influenced 
by  very  different  considerations.  I have  already' 
been  present  at  such  a meeting,  veiy  numerously 
attended  bv  gentlemen  of  all  parties  in  this  dis- 
trict, when  I bail  the  honor  of  submitting  my  views 
wilh  perfect  unreserve;  and  now  understanding 
that  our  immediate  representative  is  the  only  mem- 
ber of  congress  likely  to  be  present,  I am  inclined 
to  allow  him  the  same  unchecked  communication 
with  his  constituents;  and  f may  be  permitted  to 
say,  that  I acquiesce  in  this  course  the  more  rea- 
dily, in  order  that  I may  not  seem  to  be  drawn  into 
a canvass  in  this  district,  which  would  be  inconsist- 
ent with  my  position,  and  add  to  an  excitement 
which  I would  much  rather  allay. 

As,  however,  you  have  intimated  that  my  fellow 
citizens  desire  to  have  my  views,  I will  briefly  set 
down  such  as  are  suggested  by  the  opinions  which 
you  attribute  to  the  “republican  state  rights  citi- 
zens” whom  you  represent. 

With  many  of  them,  I am  happy  to  say,  I coin- 
cide, and  will,  before  I conclude,  point  out  this  coin- 
cidence, biit  1 take  up  at  first  the  less  pleasing  task 
of  stating  the  points  on  which  we  differ. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  you  say  that  “the  re- 
publican state  rights  party”  is  in  favor  of  an  in- 
dependent treasury.  In  this  it  is  utterly  out  of  my 
power  to  concur  with  them — I am  opposed  to  an 
independent  and  in  favor  of  a dependent  treasury; 
dependent  for  its  organization  and  control  upon  the 
law  of  the  land;  dependent  for  its  conduct  and  ad- 
ministration upon  agents  as  much  removed  as  pos- 
sible from  executive  control;  dependent  upon  all  the 
circumstances  upon  which  the  general  prosperity  of 
the  country  depends;  dependent  for  its  health  and 
vigour  upon  the  health  and  vigour  of  the  communi- 
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ty  operated  upon,  influenced  and  controlled  by  all  the 
great  causes  which  affect  the  accumulation  and  dis- 
tribution of  public  wealth;  dependent  upon  the  slate 
of  the  country,  and  indicating  its  condition  with  as 
delicate  a sensitiveness  as  the  thermometer  does 
the  state  of  t tie  atmosphere;  dependent  upon  all  the 
great  interests  of  commerce  and  agriculture;  in  a 
word,  1 would  have  the  lederal  treasury  identical 
with  and  absolutely  dependent  upon  the  common 
destiny;  solemnly  believing  that  to  put  it  on  a dis- 
tinct looting,  would  tend  more  to  consolidate  the 
general  government  and  seduce  it  into  despotism 
than  any  measure  that  has  ever  been  proposed. 

The  “republican  and  slate  rights  party  ’ is  also  in 
favor  of  the  separation  of  government  horn  banks. 
It  by  this.it  is  meant  that  the  executive  of  the 
United  States  should  be  deprived  ol  all  influence  or 
control  over  these  institutions  which  might  be  abus- 
ed for  political  and  party  purposes,  I fully  concur  in 
such  an  opinion:  for  a sad  experience  lias  admo- 
nished the  country  that  the  paity  in  power  at  all 
events  is  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  use  of  such  in- 
fluences; nor  would  1 be  unwilling  to  see  the  money 
of  the  government  kept  apart  liom  the  business  of 
the  banks  in  such  a way  as  not  to  be  used  lor  bank- 
ing purposes.  11  we  could  promise  ourselves  that 
the  expenditure  of  the  government,  and  with  it  the 
revenue,  could  be  reduced  to  an  economical  scale, 
no  great  injury  could  result  iroin  either  of  these 
sources;  for  the  few  millions  of  government  money 
on  hand  at  one  time,  would  not  be  sufficient  to  con- 
fer much  executive  patronage;  nor  would  it  disturb 
to  any  great  extent  the  ordinary  banking  operations. 
As,  however,  the  appropriation  of  thirty-nine  mil- 
lions of  dollars  at  the  last  session  of  congress,  not- 
withstanding the  creation  of  national  debt  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  the  money,  warns  us  that  as 
long  as  our  present  rulers  are  in  power,  any'  reduc- 
tion of  expenditure  is  impossible,  it  would  be  de- 
sirable in  the  arrangement  of  the  treasury  to  guard 
against  the  mixing  of  the  public  funds  w ith  those  of 
the  banks,  thereby  authorizing  the  use  of  them,  as 
so  much  bank  capital.  The  lirst  object,  viz:  the 
prevention  of  executive  patronage  may  be  effected 
by  a law  defining  what  banks  shall  be  used,  either 
by  express  designation,  or  by  a general  description; 
as,  lor  example,  all  such  banks  as  are  used  by  the 
states  in  their  fiscal  operations,  or  are  guarantied 
by  the  pledge  of  state  laith;  and  the  second  object, 
viz:  the  separation  of  the  funds  of  the  government, 
may  be  obtained  by  express  stipulations,  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  which  may  be  secured  by  a re- 
quisition of  monthly  oliicial  statements  of  the  con- 
dition and  business  of  the  selected  banks,  and 
by  the  imposition  of  proper  penalties.  Banking 
institutions,  by  universal  consent,  are  the  cheap- 
est, safest,  and  most  convenient  agencies  lor  the  cus- 
tody and  transfer  of  the  public  money.  Every  man 
who  has  money  dealings,  practically  establishes  this 
by  his  own  conduct,  in  regard  to  his  own  affairs. 
To  effect  this  object,  is  one  of  the  purposes  of  their 
creation;  and  they  are,  therefore,  organized  to  ac- 
complish them  by  the  most  skilful  adaptation  of 
means.  Large  resources  give  (hem  more  extended 
credit  than  in  general  belongs  to  individuals,  and  at 
once  makes  them  more  efficient  agents  in  the  trans- 
action of  exchanges,  and  more  responsible  for  the 
fulfilment  of  their  engagements.  That  this  is  emi- 
nently' true  is  sho  wn  by  the  last  forty  years  experi- 
ence of  the  government,  during  which  time  banks, 
in  some  form  or  other,  have  been  its  fiscal  agents; 
Mr.  Woodbury  himself  declaring  that  the  treasury 
has  lost  less  by  them  in  this  long  series  of  transac- 
tions, than  by’  the  defalcation  of  one  single  individ- 
ual; and  now  that  the  banks  have  resumed  specie 
payments  and  have  thus  silenced  the  unmeaning 
clamors  of  political  partisans,  it  is  ascertained  that 
the  government  has  lost  very  little  by  its  connex- 
ion with  those  institutions.  The  temporary  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  having  ceased,  and  the 
fortunate  defeat  of  the  “independent  treasury”  hav- 
ing restored  credit,  and  renewed  the  general  pros- 
perity, these  institutions  are  again  performing  their 
regular  functions,  and  proving,  by  a more  early  and 
decisive  recovery  than  the  most  sanguine  had  calcu- 
lated on,  how  worthy  they  are  of  public  confidence. 

It  is  said  that  the  plan  of  using  state  banks  as 
agents  of  government  has  failed,  and  that  it  is  mad- 
ness to  try  it  again.  If  this  be  true  to  the  utmost 
extent,  the  state  bank  system  has,  in  common  with 
every  thing  else,  failed  in  the  bands  of  the  present 
administration.  Every  experiment,  conducted  by 
such  men,  is  doomed  to  inevitable  failure.  If  the 
use  of  the  state  banks  turned  out  to  be  injurious, 
what  was  the  result  of  the  sub-treasury  system 
which  succeeded  it?  Ever  increasing  embarrass- 
ments and  difficulties,  till  congress  decided  that  it 
should  not  be  continued. 

The  hard  money  system  was  fried  in  regard  to 
the  public  lands.  Did  it  succeed?  Was  it  approv- 
ed? But  how  and  to  what  extent  has  state  bank3 


failed?  Has  the  government  or  the  people  lost  any 
thing  by  the  suspension  of  specie  payments?  On 
the  contrary,  that  measure  was  wise  and  salutary, 
demanded  by  public  opinion  at  the  time, and  vindi- 
cated by'  the  result.  Any  failure  that  has  taken 
place,  has  been  the  effect  rather  of  mal-administra- 
iion  than  of  the  nature  of  the  instruments  used.  In 
case  of  disaster,  it  is  natural  enough  for  the  engi- 
neer to  attribute  the  explosion  to  the  defects  of  the 
machine,  rather  than  to  his  want  of  v-k ill.  There 
was  unquestionably,  however,  great  errors  in  the 
pet  bank  system,  which  ought  to  be  altogether  re- 
formed. That  the  affairs  fi  the  government  can  be 
as  well  conducted  as  the  affairs  of  the  people,  by  a 
judicious  arrangement  of  the  state  banks,  I do  not 
at  all  doubt;  and  the  failure  of  the  machine  con- 
structed out  of  them,  is  no  more  conclusive  against 
them,  than  the  breaking  of  an  engine  is  against  the 
use  of  wood  and  iron.  But,  sir,  while  i should 
adopt  as  a matter  of  expediency  and  convenience, 
the  use  of  bank  agency  selected  on  some  geneial 
principle,  so  as  to  exclude  executive  patronage,  in 
preference  to  that  of  officers  bolding  their  olr.ee  at 
the  president’s  will,  and  (as  our  own  daily  expe- 
rience shows  us)  down  to  a village  postmaster,  de- 
voting themselves  to  electioneering  for  the  dispen 
ser  of  their  bread,  I do  not  regard  the  question  as 
to  w!  at  sort  of  agency  shall  be  used  to  keep  and 
transfer  the  public  funds  as  of  sufficient  magnitude 
to  produce  any  very  intense  interest,  or  at  all  com- 
parable in  its  consequences  to  the  proposition  that 
the  government  shall  exact  in  all  its  dues,  gold  and 
silver,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  notes  of  specie  pay- 
ing banks. 

I cannot  conceive  of  any  thing  more  preposte- 
rous and  revolting,  than  that  the  government  should 
have  one  currency  and  the  people  another.  Until 
the  present  period  of  intrepid  speculation,  such  a 
notion  has  never  been  avowed,  much  less  been  act- 
ed upon,  in  the  whole  history  of  the  world.  No 
government,  bai  barous  or  civilized,  lias  ever  intend- 
ed to  separate  its  currency  from  that  of  its  citizens 
or  subjects.  Such  a project  would  have  been  con- 
sidered equally  preposterous  and  dangerous,  even 
in  those  times  when  government  was  regarded  as 
something  self-existent,  independent  of  the  people, 
belonging  to  a superior  atid  privileged  race,  and 
having  rights  and  interests  in  opposition  to  those  of 
the  community  at  large.  What,  then,  should  be 
thought  of  it  when  government  is  understood  to  be 
but  an  emanation  from  the  people,  and  the  govern- 
ment but  their  servants? 

It  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  there  cannot  be 
in  this  country  an  exclusive  specie  circulation. 
Paper  credit  is  our  currency,  and  the  destruction  is 
not  the  avowed  purpose  of  even  the  most  infuriated 
partizans  of  the  new  theories  of  finance.  Their  de- 
clared object  is  to  leave  all  the  vast  moneyed  trans- 
actions of  society  to  be  conducted  by  paper,  while 
the  federal  government  is  to  protect  itself  by  the 
use  of  a peculiar  medium,  in  w hich  the  citizens  do 
not  participate.  Does  t Do  government  withdraw 
itself  from  the  currency  of  the  country  because  it 
is  not  good  enough  for  it?  Is  the  government  better 
Ilian  the  people?  Are  its  interests  and  success  more 
to  be  consulted  than  theirs?  Is  the  government  to 
have  one  interest  and  the  people  another?  Shall 
the  government  prosper  while  the  people  sutler? 
These  are  questions  which  ought  to  be  answered. 
In  rny  opinion,  the  government  and  the  people  should 
be  bon nd  up  in  the  same  destiny  for  good  or  for 
evil;  or  if  we  must  discriminate,  save  the  country 
and  let  the  government  perish.  For  my  own  part,  I 
can  perceive  nothing  in  the  nature  of  things  or  in 
our  constitution,  w hich  demands  or  authorizes  this 
separation  of  the  government  from  the  governed; 
but  on  the  contrary,  t lie  whole  spirit  of  our  institu- 
tions is  hostile  to  such  a policy.  Unquestionably 
the  fiscal  arrangements  of  the  general  government 
should  be  made  to  work  as  a portion  of  the  financial 
machinery  of  the  country.  It  is  but  a part  of  it, 
and  should  always  be  preserved  in  harmonious  co- 
operation. Instead  of  that,  it  is  proposed  it  should 
revolve  upon  an  axis  of  its  own,  striking  occasion- 
ally, and  at  certain  points,  upon  the  great  complex 
machinery  which  is  conducting  all  our  affairs,  in 
such  a way  as  to  jar  and  discompose  it.  The  result 
would  be  eternal  disturbance  and  confusion,  incon- 
sistent with  the  well  being  of  the  country.  It  is 
very  obvious  that  the  channels  of  circulation  being 
filled  with  banks,  answering  all  the  purposes  of  so- 
ciety except  the  single  one  of  paying  government 
dues,  for  which  alone  specie  is  competent,  this  arti- 
cle will  be  used  exclusively  for  that  purpose.  It 
will  cease  to  be  money,  and  become  a commodity 
in  which  government  taxes  are  exacted.  Its  price, 
therefore,  will  fluctuate  according  to  that  demand. 
Heavy  importations  will  make  it  dear;  with  light 
importations  it  will  become  cheap;  and  this  opera- 
tion, it  has  been  said  by  the  advocates  of  the  expe- 
riment, [Hits  the  banks  in  an  antagonist  relation  to  a 


large  revenue.  Unquestionably  it  does,  by  placing 
them  in  opposition  to  commerce.  A large  com- 
merce will  produce  a run  upon  them  for  specie  to 
pay  the  duties,  and  thus  a direct  opposition  to  com- 
merce is  engendered.  Now,  unless  commerce  be 
considered  an  evil,  and  to  cramp  and  cripple  it  a wise 
policy,  this  result  is  to  be  deprecated.  1 am  aware 
that  many  w ho  regard  the  late  embarrassments  as 
l he  result  of  overbading  are  not  willing  (bat  a sys- 
tem of  finance  shall  be  adopted  that  will  curb  its 


I 


ik,  sir,  that  we  have  struggled  too 


long  for  an  unfettered  commerce  to  join  now  in  a 
restrictive  system;  and  if  too  large  a revenue  result 
from  our  prosperity,  let  us  not  dtstioy  the  prosperi- 
ty, hut  reduce  the  revc nue. 

Another  obvious  consequence  which  will  result 
from  the  fluctuations  of  the  value  of  specie,  w lien 
it  is  made  a tax  paying  commodity,  will  lie  the  dis- 
turbing influence  upon  the  value1  of  the  paper  cir- 
culation; lor  although  specie  does  not  enter  into 
the  circulation  with  paper,  yet  it  is  the  standard  of 
its  value,  and  the  changes  in  the  standaid  vary  (lie 
relation  between  it  and  paper,  and  tiius  aflcct  the 
currency  with  unceasing  mutations. 

These  checks  and  difficulties  in  the-  way  of  com- 
merce, will,  of  course,  injure  the  whole  communi- 
ty', and  will  bear  with  a more  deleterious  energy  on 
the  commeice  of  the  agricultural  states.  Willi  us, 
it  is  comparatively  feeble;  we  have  just  now  taken 
it  in  band  to  secure  to  ourselves  a just  participation 
in  this  important  branch  of  national  industry;  a i . d 
I the  spirit  to  undertake  it,  and  the  means  to  accom- 
plish if,  have  botli  resulted  liom  the  removal  of 
j commercial  embarrassments  by  the  reduction  of 
(he  tariff.  The  embarrassments  are  oppressive  in 
proportion  to  the  weakness  of  the  commerce  on 
J which  they  operate.  The  fixed  capital,  the  esta- 
I bjished  habitudes,  the  existing  institutions  cf  New 
i York,  can  survive  a shock,  orsustain  on  oppression 
! which  would  ruin  Norfolk  or  Charleston. 

It  has  been  objected,  that  under  the  constitution 
the  government  has  not  the  power  to  receive  bank 
bills  in  payment  of  its  dues,  or  any  thing  but  gold 
and  silver.  This  notion  has  not  gained  much 
ground;  for  tiiose  who  suggest  it,  at  the  same  time 
contend  that  the  government  has  not  only  the  right 
to  receive  paper  money,  but  to  create  it.  Mr. 
McDuffie,  in  his  very  emphatic  rejection  of  this 
novel  hypothesis,  asso  rts  that  the  government  might 
receive  its  dues  in  brickbats;  and  surely  it  would 
be  difficult  to  conceive  that  the  receiving  of  this 
article  would  confer  upon  it  the  qualities  oif  money 
— and  ipso  facto  endow  the  government  with  the 
power  of  regulating  the  value  of  brickbats.  To 
believe  in  such  a financial  transubslaritiation  would 
require  a more  dtvoted  faith  than  has  ever  yet  been 
exacted  by  any  political  papacy  in  this  country. 

If  the  policy  of  exacting  specie  be  just,  or  any  of 
the  arguments  used  to  maintain  it  be  true,  in  regard 
to  the  general  government,  they  are  equally  appli- 
cable to  the  state  governments,  and  the  experiment 
can  be  most  safely  tried  upon  them.  Let  the  di- 
voice,  then,  of  bank  and  stale,  begin  in  the  states, 
where  the  success  and  phenomena  of  the  experi- 
ment upon  the  w ealth  and  prope  rty  of  the  country 
can  be  minutely  watched. 

I will  not  trouble  you,  sir,  with  any  observations 
on  a proposition  to  create  federal  govemme  nt  pa- 
per, as  a permanent  medium  fur  the  government  or 
the  people.  Such  a project  will  hardly  gain  favor 
as  long  as  (he  continental  papei  is  remembi  red;  and 
having  been  tiicd  by  ev(  ry  modern  government  in 
every  variety  of  form,  with  always  the  same  result 
j of  a in:schievous  depreciation  we  must  be  totally 
I regardless  of  (he  lessons  of  experience,  if  we  adopt 
i it.  There  is  no  excepliun,  in  the  history  of  a thou- 
sand attempts  to  make  government  paper  a circula- 
| ting  medium,  to  its  total  and  ruinous  failure.  The 
j reason  is  obvious;  men  will  not  take  in  exchange 
| for  their  property,  any  tiling  but  property,  or  wbat 
represents  it.  Gover  nment  paper  is  neither  the  one 
j nor  the  other;  it  represents  the  will  of  the  legisla- 
! lure  and  nothing  more.  It  has  not  what  is  essential 
to  currency — convertibility.  Hence  its  destiny  has 
been  uniform. 

It  is  a characteristic,  and  to  my  mind,  a fearful 
circumstance  attending  the  new  financial  measures, 
and  the  arguments  brought  to  sustain  them,  that 
they  avowedly  sel  all  experience  at  defiance.  They 
scorn  induction — reject  facts — and  abstracting  us 
entirely  from  our  concrete  existence,  and  propose 
to  remodel  society  by  (he  deductions  of  an  abstruse 
logic,  and  to  subject  tire  real  affairs  of  life  to  the 
doubtful  decision  of  polemical  theses.  It  is.  I think, 
a safer,  though  a less  brilliant  course,  to  adhere  to 
experience,  and  to  take  it  for  granted  in  politics,  as 
we  do  in  nature,  that  what  lias  happened  always 
will  happen  again. 

It  gives  me  pleasure,  sir,  to  turn  from  topics  on 
which  I apprehend  there  is  a considerable  difference 
of  opinion  between  us,  to  others,  on  w hich,  if  we 
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do  not  fully  concur,  there  is,  at  least,  less  discre- 
pancy. 

You  say  that  the  gentlemen  whom  you  represent 
are  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  a national  bank. 

I concur  with  them,  sir.  I believe  such  an  institu- 
tion, under  present  circumstances,  inexpedient  and 
impracticable;  nor  do  I believe  its  establishment 
will  ever  be  otherwise,  unless  the  destructive  prin- 
ciples of  the  ruling  party  continue  so  to  harra-s  the 
country,  that  it  be  driven  to  escape  from  anarchy  at 
the  risk  of  despotism.  In  1816,  inexorable  necessi- 
ty forced  the  government  upon  the  exercise  of  this 
very  doubtful  power — a necessity  superinduced  by 
the  events  of  the  war.  No  such  necessity  can 
again  be  created  but  by  the  folly  or  wickedness  of 
a blind,  infuriated  party,  which,  for  the  sins  of  the 
country,  at  present  controls  its  policy.  There  is 
not  one  of  the  gentlemen  whom  you  represent,  sir, 
who  will  do  or  suiter  more  to  arrest  this  disastrous 
career,  and  avert  the  necessity  which  may  drive 
the  country  upon  a national  bank,  than  I;  and  I de- 
clare with  perfect  confidence,  that  if  the  adminis- 
tration vvii!  pause  in  its  mad  career  of  violence  and 
ultraism — or  if,  what  is  more  probable,  it  be  beaten 
down  by  the  sober  intelligence  of  the  country — 
there  will  be  no  national  bank  established.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  they  continue  to  insist  upon  their  ex- 
aggerated theories,  and  are  not  rebuked  by  the 
moderation  and  practical  good  sense  of  the  people, 
a national  bank  will  be  the  inevitable  consequence. 
Towards  this  institution  the  public  mind  isobvious 
ly  impelled,  by  the  efforts  of  those  who  would  per- 
suade us  that  the  destiny  of  this  great  people,  and 
of  their  free  institutions,  is  reduced  to  the  alterna- 
tive of  a national  bank,  or  an  exclusive  exaction  of 
gold  and  silver.  By  this  inode  of  stating  the  argu- 
ment, all  middle  ground  is  excluded.  They  pre- 
sent Scylla  on  the  one  hand,  and  Charybdis  on  the 
other,  and,  denying  any  passage  between  them, 
leave  us  which  of  the  two  to  choose.  It  is  a com- 
mon enough  occurrence,  in  healed  disputations,  for 
dexterous  dialeclitions  to  drive  each  other  upon 
extreme  ground,  and  to  close  the  controversy  bv 
leaving  to  eacli  other  the  selection  of  a greater  or 
less  evil.  Thus  one  party  proposes  to  frighten  us 
intoahard  money  exaction  by  the  terrors  of  a bank, 
and  the  oilier  to  coerce  us  into  a bank,  by  the  hor- 
rors of  a specie  exaction.  For  the  last  ten  years  it 
has  been  the  stale  trick  of  the  administration  to 
attain  each  successive  step  in  its  climax  of  folly 
and  wickedness,  by  presenting  the  ever  ready  alter-  , 
native  of  a national  bank.  It  has  been  the  scourge 
with  which  public  opinion  has  been  lashed  on  from 
one  disastrous  measure  to  another,  and  now  again 
it  is  wielded  to  drive  us  into  the  sub-treasury.  1 
do  not  in  the  slightest  degree  doubt  if  this  alterna- 
tive is  persisted  in  and  forced  upon  the  country,  it 
will  prefer  a national  bank,  by  an  immense  majori- 
ty. In  truth,  sir,  such  an  alternative  is  altogether 
imaginary.  Does  any  one  believe  that  a bank  can 
be  established,  during  the  present  administration, 
unless  the  calamities  of  the  cuuntry  procure  two- 
thirds  of  congress  for  it?  Does  any  one  believe 
that  two-thirds  ol  congress  can  be  obtained  in  favor  i 
of  a measure  to  which  the  present  extended  and 
prosperous  banking  system  is  opposed? 

The  present  con  ;rcss  has,  by  a most  decided  vote, 
rejected  both  brandies  of  this  illusory  alternative. 
It  ha3  expressed  its  disapprobation  of  a national 
bank,  and  has  most  emphatically  rejected  the  spe- 
cie exacting  sub-treasury.  Indeed,  this  last  mea- 
sure has  received  its  doom  in  the  most  decided  way 
— it  was  rejected  in  the  senate  by  a majority  ol 
nine,  and  in  the  house  by  a majority  of  fourteen. 
In  congress  between  the  extra  and  regular  session, 
it  lost  in  tile  senate  from  a majority  in  its  favor  to  a 
majority  of  nine  against  it:  and  in  the  house,  from 
a majority  of  seven  in  favor  of  a postponement,  to 
a majority  of  fourteen  for  total  rejection.  The  fate 
of  the  sub-treasury,  without  the  specie  exaction, 
was  very  different — it  passed  the  senate,  and  failed 
in  the  house  by  a majority  of  but  four.  Thus  it  is 
apparent  that  a sub-treasury  with  the  receipt  of  the 
bills  of  specie  paying  banks,  is  a more  favored 
measure  than  either  of  those  which  have  been  os- 
tentatiously insisted  upon  as  ouronly  alternatives.  It 
is  a known  fact  that  the  hard  money  clause  and  its 
advocates  destroyed  the  independent  treasury  .which 
but  for  that  feature  and  its  friends,  would  have  been 
the  law  of  the  land;  so  that  they  are  responsible  for 
the  failure  of  a sub-treasury  system. 

Whether  we  consider  the  course  of  the  specie 
exacting  clause,  in  congress,  or  its  reception  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  as  far  as  they  have 
passed  judgment,  it  is  dead.  Of  the  southern  states, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Mississippi 
and  Louisiana,  have  held  electionssince  it  was  pro- 
posed, and  at  which  it  was  the  principal  question. 
They  have  pronounced  against  it.  It  has  destroyed 
the  administration  in  several  states,  and  weakened 
it  in  all,  except  I fear,  in  our  own. 


But  for  the  conviction  upon  tile  public  mind  that 
this  measure  was  entirely  out  of  the  question,  the 
banks  would  not  have  renewed  specie  payments, 
nor  would  our  country  have  been  blessed  witli  those 
means  of  reviving  prosperity  which  cheer  us  on 
every  side.  These  are  the  first  fruits  of  the  tri- 
umph of  tiie  people  over  the  administration;  and 
although  (tie  present  arrangement  of  the  treasury 
is  not  such  as  any  one  fully  approves, yet,  defective 
as  it  is,  a great  majority  of  tiie  peopleof  the  United 
States  prefer  it,  very  properly  to  the  hard  money 
sub-treasury. 

I beg  leave  to  assure  you,  sir,  and  the  gentlemen 
whom  you  represent,  of  ttie  perfect  coincidence  ol 
our  opinions  in  opposition  to  the  federal  party. — 
For  tiie  sincerity  of  this  avowal,  my  friends,  and 
neighbors,  will  give  me  implicit  credit,  when  they 
remember  that  l first  came  into  theirservice  a state 
rights  politician,  of  the  straightest  sect  of  the  school 
of  the  Jefferson  and  -Madison  of  ’98,  of  tiie  Win. 
H.  Crawford  of  1816,  of  the  John  Taylor  and  judge 
Smith  school  of  1824,  and  that,  following  out  the 
principles  of  these  men,  I was  a rmllifier  of  1S32 
— without  having  aught  to  forget,  deny,  or  explain, 
in  my  past  history.  My  career  has  been  humble, 
but  it  has  been  uniform.  If  it  has  not  been  signa- 
lized by  distinguished  ability,  it  has  not  imposed 
upon  me  the  painful  task  of  vindicating  a doubtful 
consistency.  When,  from  the  honorable  service  of 
this  district,  the  kindness  of  file  state  placed  me  in 
a more  extended  sphere,  it  was,  unquestionably, 
that  I should  act  there  upon  tiie  principles  which 
had  gained  favor  for  me  here.  My  course  required 
deliberation  lo  determine  upon  it.  I found  the  ge- 
neral government  administered  upon  principles  from 
which  even  Hamilton  and  Pickering  would  have 
revolted,  and  in  possession  of  a party  audaciously 
avowing  doctrines  so  anti-republican  as  to  procure 
for  them  tiie  designation  of  ‘-the  royalist  party.” 

I found  that  party  avowing  and  acting  upon  the 
principles  of  the  proclamation  against  South  Caro- 
lina, and  (lie  force  bill . 

They  had  passed  the  tariff  of  1828,  and  had  op- 
posed iiie  compromise  of  1832. 

They  had  seized  upon  t lie  deposites  in  the  United 
States  bank,  anti  held  the  public  money  against 
law. 

They  claimed  for  tiie  president  all  executive  pow- 
er; without  reference  to  tiie  constitution. 

They  avowed  the  principle  that  the  spoils  of  go- 
vernment belonged  to  tiie  victors  in  a party  strug- 
gle, and  boldly  used  office  and  office  holders  to  per- 
petuate their  power. 

Their  president  openly  employed  all  the  power 
of  the  government  to  appoint  his  successor  and 
tiiey  expunged  the  constitution  to  perform  an  act 
of  sycophancy  to  him;  the  most  guilty  and  igno- 
minious act  that  has  sullied  our  history. 

Sucli  were  the  principles  and  practices  of  the 
party  in  power — not  only  characterised  by  every 
quality  which  could  define  federalism,  but  going 
beyond  all  that  Ihe  wildest  enthusiast  for  a consoli- 
dated government  had  ever  imagined — and  these 
enormities  were  perpetated  in  the  name  of  repub- 
licanism and  democracy! — which  names  they  have 
recently  again  desecrated  in  a hollow  and  hypo- 
critical address  to  the  United  States,  full  of  those 
professions  which  they  have  made  and  violated 
every  year  lor  the  last  ten.  The  old  federal  party 
was  honest,  though  mistaken — the  new  party 
have  acted  upon,  while  they  denounced,  their  prin- 
ciples, and  used  them  to  gratify  the  lust  of  money 
and  office. 

I weut  into  congress  in  opposition  to  this  party. 

I stand  in  opposition  to  it  yet.  I stand  in  the  same 
rank — shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the  same  men  now 
as  in  1834 — and  driving  the  storm  of  opposition 
against  the  same  profligate  party . I trust  and  hope, 
sir,  the  republican  state  rights  party  does  not  differ 
from  the  state  right  whig  party,  in  stern,  uncom- 
promising hostility  to  the  present  administration; 
and,  if  so,  I,  for  one,  pledge  myself  to  be  ready  for 
an  equal  opposition  to  any  set  of  men  who  come 
in  imitating  their  practices  or  sharing  their  princi- 
ples. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  I offer  yon  this  toast. 

The  Vun  Buren  party — Let  ns  never  forget  the 
words  of  Mr.  Tazewell,  “They  have  deceived  us 
once,  that  was  their  fault — if  tiiey  deceive  us  again, 
it  will  be  ours.” 

With  many  thanks,  sir,  to  those  whom  you  repre- 
sent, for  the  honor  done  me,  and  with  the  highest 
personal  regard  to  you, 

I am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  C.  PRESTON. 

5.  The  legislature  of  South  Carolina — The  sen- 
tinel of  public  liberty.  When  it  shall  fail  boldly 
to  declare  its  opinions  of  public  men  and  measures, 
it  will  prove  itself  recreant  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  people. 


6.  Tiie  Hon.  Franklin  H.  Elmore — Our  faithful 
representative.  He  had  the  sagacity  to  perceive 
the  course  which  the  interests  of  the  south  demand- 
ed, and  the  courage  to  pursue  it.  He  has  our  un- 
qualified approbation. 

Alter  the  immense  cheering  which  followed  this 
toast,  col.  Elmore  rose,  under  evidently  strong 
feeling,  and  remarked,  that  in  returning  iris  thanks 
to  his  fellow  citizens,  for  the  kind  terms  in  which 
they  had  been  pleased  to  notice  him,  he  was  unable, 
to  express  how  deeply  grateful  lie  was  for  their 
confidence  and  support.  Exhausted  already,  he 
was  unable  to  say  more  than  that  from  his  heart  he 
thanked  them.  He  felt  assured  t hat  they  would 
excuse  him  for  saying  no  more,  and  lie  would  con- 
clude by  giving  them  a toast,  which  lie  begged  leave 
to  introduce  by  a word  of  explanation. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  said  he,  tiie  advocates  of  a 
great  measure  of  reform — of  redemption,  and  res- 
cue. We  are  in  favor  of  an  independent  treasury 
— a treasury,  not  independent,  but  dependent  on  tiie 
people,  and  independent  of  the  banks  which  wish 
to  govern  the  people.  He  would  therefore  give 
them. 

The  independent  treasury — A great  state  rights 
measure  of  emancipation  from  federalism,  and  the 
money  monopolies  of  northern  banks,  capitalists 
and  traders. 

7.  Richland  against  the  state — A false  position, 
into  which  (he  district  cannot  be  seduced,  by  a sui- 
cidal sympathy,  or  driven,  by  any  combination  of 
talent  and  wealth. 

8.  Our  delegation  in  congress — South  Carolina 
expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty. 

9.  The  constitutional  treasury — Bond  and  secu- 
rity for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  people’s  money. 

it).  Federalism  and  state  rights — The  two  great 
antagonists  are  again  in  the  field,  face  to  face.  Let 
the  south  be  true  to  herself,  and  victory  will  once 
more  perch  upon  tier  banner. 

11.  The  hon.  George  McDuffie — (lie  honest  and 
fearless  statesman,  who  had  the  courage  to  brave 
the  charge  of  inconsistency,  and  denounce  the 
bank,  when  he  found  that  its  re-charter  would  be 
fatal  to  tile  best  interests  of  his  country. 

12.  Tiie  bank  party — “A  corporal’s  guard,”  save 
in  Richland  only. 

13.  Pi  iiici pies,  not  men — South  Carolina  will  not 
sacrifice  her  most  cherished  principles,  at  the  shrine 
of  any  man,  however  exalted  his  station. 

Tiie  following  letters  from  the  hon.  F.  W.  Pick- 
ens, and  the  hon.  John  Campbell,  representatives 
in  congress,  were  read  to  the  company  by  col. 
Goodwyn;  and  ttie  former  was  greeted  with  the 
most  animated  marks  of  approbation. 

Edgewood. 

Dear  sir.  I received  your  invitation  on  “be- 
half of  the  republican  and  state  rights  citizens  of 
Richland  district,”  to  attend  a harbacue  dinner,  to 
be  given  “in  honor  of  our  two  senators,  and  your 
immediate  representative  in  congress,”  on  the  18th 
of  September,  at  Columbia,  “when  you  may  have 
the  benefit  of  hearing  them,  and  your  other  members 
lo  congress,  on  ttie  important  and  agitating  subjects 
of  the  day.”  I regret  that  my  necessary  private 
engagements,  and  the  distance,  prevent  my  attend- 
ance on  that  occasion.  Tiie  questions  you  propose 
to  discuss,  are  of  the  deepest  importance  to  the  des- 
tinies of  tiie  country.  Tiiey  involve  the  identical 
principles  upon  which  the  two  great  parties  of  the 
republic  divided  in  1789  and  1792.  “Tiie  funding 
system,”  and  the  “assumption”  made  the  com- 
mencement, and  no  man  can  read  the  4 49th  page  in 
tiie  4th  vol.  of  “Jefferson's  Correspondence,”  with- 
out drawing  instructive  lessons  applicable  to  the 
history  of  tiie  present  day.  A system  was  then 
formed,  by  which  our  government  was  gradually 
perverted  from  the  original  objects  of  its  framers, 
until,  in  its  operation,  a complicated  interest  has 
been  created,  strong  enougli  to  claim  the  dictation 
oflaw  to  this  confederacy.  Those  who  opposed  tile 
creation  of  this  system,  and  all  the  kindred  measures 
necessary  to  sustain  it,  were  then  denounced  as 
Theorists,  Jacobins,  Levellers,  and  with  all  other 
epithets  that  an  exasperated  imagination  could  in- 
vent. And  it  is  not  at  all  astonishing  that  those 
wffio  now  oppose  them,  should  be  traduced  and  ca- 
lumniated as  without  character,  and  without  intel- 
ligence. Even  our  state,  because  she  has  chosen 
to  proclaim  her  interests,  and  sustain  “her  heredi- 
tary honor”  with  a unanimity  never  before  known, 
lias  been  visited  w'ith  the  malignant  vengeance  of 
those,  who,  with  mingled  avarice  and  ambition, 
have  combined  for  plunder  and  power,  even  if  they 
have  to  be  obtained  by  trampling  over  the  great 
principles  of  the  constitution.  To  this,  we  have 
nothing  to  say,  only  that  the  state  of  South  Carolina 
asks  no  favors — her  fame  blazes  on  the  history 
of  the  past;  and  neither  public  enemies  abroad, 
nor  alienated  sons  at  home,  have  ever  yet,  in  the 
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arrogance  of  tlieir  presuming  vanity,  been  able  to 
reach  their  puny  and  pigmy  arms  high  enough  to 
pluck  a single  feather  from  the  plume  that  waves 
over  her  brow. 

We  are  in  the  commencement  of  a great  contest, 
in  which,  if  we  are  true  to  ourselves,  arid  the  con- 
stitution, we  must  triumph,  or  the  whole  nature  of 
the  government  must  be  changed. 

I will  conclude  by  proposing  a sentiment  for  your 
festival; 

The  independent  treasury.  It  must  be  carried, 
or  the  freemen  of  the  country  must  submit  to  wear 
in  peace,  the  chains  that  may  be  forged  for  them  by 
an  unlimited  money  power. 

With  very  great  respect  and  regard,  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

F.  W'.  PICKENS. 
Col.  R.  II.  Goodwyn,  chairman,  £yc. 


Marlborough,  31st  August. 

Dear  sir:  I regret  that  other  engagements  will 
not  permit  me  to  accept  your  polite  invitation  to 
attend  a barbacue  dinner,  to  be  given  in  Columbia, 
on  the  eighth  of  next  month,  by  the  republican  and 
state  rights  citizens  ofRichland  district,  in  honor  to 
our  two  senators  and  the  immediate  representative 
in  congress,  of  the  Columbia  district. 

For  the  compliment  implied  in  the  request,  that 
I would  address  the  people  upon  that  occasion,  on 
the  much  agitated  political  subject  of  the  day,  I re- 
quest you  to  accept  my  thanks. 

The  separation  of  the  government  deposites,  from 
the  banking  or  commercial  operations,  is  recom- 
mended by  many  considerations. 

I regard  this,  however,  as  a very  different  propo- 
sition from  that  onerous  provision  with  which  the 
late  sub-treasury  bill  was  encumbered — The  re- 
quirement of  gold  an  1 silver  in  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic dues. 

The  separation  of  the  government  deposites  from 
banking  or  commercial  purposes,  I believe  to  be 
correct  in  principle,  and  if  carried  into  effect,  would 
prove  beneficial  in  practice.  The  requirement  of 
gold  and  silver,  exclusively,  in  payment  of  the 
public  ilues,  would,  on  the  contrary,  be  an  act  of 
ecessary  oppression,  uncalled  for  by  any  thing 
the  condition  of  the  country,  and  in  addition  to 
er  evils,  would,  by  creating  vexatious  restric- 
is  on  our  foreign  commerce,  produce  an  unfa- 
vorable effect  upon  the  prices  of  those  great  south- 
ern staples  which  depend  principally  on  a foreign 
-oarket  for  demand. 

In  conclusion,  1 offer  the  following  sentiment: 
'Taxes  are  a necessary  evil,  and  it  is  as  much 
e duty  of  the  government  in  their  collection,  to 
void  unnecessary  oppression  upon  the  citizen,  as  it 
s the  duty  of  the  citizen  to  pay  their  taxes,  legiti- 
mately imposed  for  the  support  of  government.” 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  CAMPBELL. 

Col.  R.  H.  Goodwyn,  chairman,  fyc. 


VOLUNTEER  TOASTS. 

By  col.  R.  M.  Goodwyn,  president. — General 
George  McDufficie — The  honest  statesman  and  pa- 
triot. We  hail  with  delight,  his  recent  annunciation 
of  going  with  his  state,  in  the  republican  measure 
of  separating  the  government  from  banks. 

By  major  Theodore  Stark,  vice  president. — The 
Kentucky  trader,  Henry  Clay — Who  bartered  the 
vote  of  a slave-holding  state,  to  thg  abolitionist, 
Adams.  South  Carolina  can  never  trust  him;  South 
Carolina  must  distrust  any  son  of  hers  who  will  de- 
light to  honor  him. 

By  col.  W.  Hopkins,,  vice  president. — Henry  Clay 
and  Daniel  Webster— The  champion, s of  the  federal 
party,  and  the  advocates  of  a United  States  bank. 
Those  who  support  either  the  men  or  the  measures, 
are  fully  entitled  to  the  name  of  federalists. 

By  col.  John  G.  Brown. — The  gallant  sovereign 
state  of  South  Carolina — She  has  room  enough  in 
her  affections  for  all  her  public  servants,  if  they  will 
obey  her  will  and  wishes. 

By  A.  McLiuchlin. — The  independent  treasury — • 
Independent  of  banks  and  the  executive,  but  depen- 
dant o:i  the  people. 

Win.  F.  Desaussure,  esq.,  being  called  on  for  a 
toast,  said  he  would  borrow  one  from  Mr.  Nicholas 
Biddle’s  speech  to  the  stockholders  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  1336,  soon  after 
that  state  had  granted  it  a charter;  and  gave  the  fol- 
lowing: 

“The  separation  of  the  bank  from  all  the  offices  of 
the  general  government — an  unnatural  connection. 
The  instincts  of  political  power  make  such  associa- 
tion dangerous;  useful  to  neither  party,  injurious  to 
both.” 

By  S.  Weir,  esq. — A speedy  divorce  to  that  unna- 
tural alliance,  of  a portion  of  the  nullifiers,  with  the 
national  bank  party — They  have  run  ahead  of  their 


principles,  in  following  the  cry  of  “corruption.” — 
While  the  indulgence  of  honest  indignation  against 
corruption  is  laudable,  let  us  take  care  that  our  na- 
tural enemies  do  not  ensnare  us  by  our  misguided 
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zeal. 

By  A.  Marks,  esq. — National  bank  or  sub-treasu- 
ry— The  former  tile  bane,  the  latter  the  antidote. — 
It  is  for  the  independent  freemen  of  Richland  dis- 
trict to  apply  the  remedy,  and  expel  the  poison. 

By  W.  M.  Myers. — The  connection  of  the  banks 
arid  the  government — The  thorough-bred  bantling  of 
high-toned  le  eralism;  conceived  in  discord,  it  has 
been  nurtured  in  convulsion.  The  independent  trea- 
sury is  intended  to  disunite  them,  for  the  safety  of 
the  one,  and  the  honesty  of  the  other. 

By  capt.  C.  Bookter. — The  resolutions  of  t he  ex- 
tra session  of  the  legislature — A warfare  against  the 
consciences  of  men,  which  it  becomes  every  free- 
man to  resist. 

By  capt.  D.  E.  Sweeny. — The  right  of  instruc- 
tion— Inherent  in  the  people — the  representative 
that  does  not  concede  it,  is  unworthy  of  the  trust 
confided  in  him. 

By  Allen  Davis,  esq. — The  right  of  instruction  — 
The  high  prerogative  of  a free  people — a power 
they  can  never  surrender — public  servants  must 
obey  or  resign. 

By  J.  D.  Mordecai — Preston,  Hayne,  Hamilton 
and  Cheves — When  such  men  as  these  can  be  called 
federalists,  then  may  you  call  the  anti-siib-treasury 
party  of  Richland  district,  by  that  name,  but  not  un- 
til then. 

By  A.  B.  Pearson. — The  Preston  party  of  Rich- 
land district — Although  avowedly  opposed  to  a U. 
S.  bank,  they  are  acting  with,  and  rejoicing  at  the 
victories  of  a party,  who  are  notoriously  striving  to 
establish  such  a dangerous  institution. 

By  J.  D.  7 radewell,  esq. — Martin  Van  Buren — 
Denominated  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  a “creeping  reptile,” 
who  voted  for  tree  negro  suffrage  in  the  legislature 
of  New  York,  in  1819,  and  for  instructing  the  sena- 
tors and  representatives  from  that  state  in  congress 
to  vote  against  the  admission  of  Missouri,  as  a slave- 
holding state  into  the  union — and  the  treacherous 
supporter  of  the  tariff  of  1328,  called  the  “bill  of 
abominations,”  by  Mr.  McDuffie. 

By  Thos.  J.  Rawls. — The  seed  from  the  “Clay  of 
Kentucky” — Although  industriously  sown  on  South 
Carolina  soil,  it  is  too  rotten  to  take  root. 

By  John  D.  Miller. — Henry  Clay — The  same  who 
formed  a coalition  in  182-1,"  to  make  Mr.  Adams 
president,  and  himself  secretary  of  state — tlie  same 
who  is  now  the  brag  head  and  leader  of  one  of  the 
most  corrupt  coalilions  of  all  sorts  of  parties,  that 
ever  disgraced  any  age  or  country.  Sentinels,  to 
the  watch  tower,  and  observe  the  enemy. 

By  A.  S.  Johnson,  esq.— Sub-Treasury — The 
“Carolina  gap,”  through  which  we  are  to  pass  to 
Van  Buren. 

By  H.  P.  Dongal. — The  freemen  of  Richland  dis- 
trict— The  stand  they  have  taken,  in  supporting 
the  constitutional  treasury,  shows  that  they  are  op- 
posed to  the  chartering  of  a great  monied  aristocra- 
cy for  the  benefit  of  (he  few,  and  the  utter  disregard 
ot  the  working  part  of  the  community,  who  will 
show,  on  the  second  Monday  in  October,  that  they 
know  their  rights,  and  will  fearlessly  and  indepen- 
dently support  them. 

By  E.  Elliott. — Sub-treasury — The  Trojan  horse, 
in  whose  bowels  Van  Burenism  is  to  be  introduced 
into  our  citadel. 

By  Jesse  Debruhl. — The  sub-treasury — A consti- 
tutional bulwark,  to  shield  the  freemen  of  this  re- 
public, from  the  slavish  and  debasing  influences  of  a 
bank  of  the  United  States,  or  a vile  and  corrupt  mo- 
nied astocracy. 

By  John  Caldwell. — The  independent  treasury 
scheme — The  measure  best  calculated  to  promote 
the  interests  ot  southern  commerce,  and  southern 
banks,  as  its  adversary,  a national  bank  will  control 
the  former,  from  its  natural  course,  and  crush  the 
latter,  by  its  uncontrolled  power. 

By  J.  Fenton. — The  sub-treasury  scheme — The 
best  measure  that  can  be  adopted  against  a United 
States  bank  and  shin  plasters;  may  its  advocates 
carry  the  measures  gloriously  through,  in  spite  of  all 
opposition. 

By  J.  A.  Gibson. — The  south  and  the  sub-trea- 
sury— My  country,  and  my  country’s  cause. 

By  P.  VV.  Knapp. — The  constitutional  currency 
— Founded  upon  democratic  republican  principles 
cemented  by  the  affections  of  the  people  without 
any  mixture  of  Clay. 

By  capt.  Jos.  A.  Black. — A political  pill — Pro- 
clamation, force  bill,  expunging,  mixed  up  with 
Blair,  Kendall,  and  Benton;  an  active  emetic — add 
a little  sub-treasury,  and  a quantum  suf.  of  Calhoun, 
an  excellent  stomachic. 

By  maj.  James  O’Hanlon. — The  federal  govern- 
ment— To  oppose  it  when  right,  is  bad  sense — 
wrong  in  principle  and  wrong  in  patriotism — South 


Carolina  has  never  assumed  such  a position,  nor 
can  she  give  it  her  sanction.  “Judge  the  tree  by 
its  fruit.” 

By  Dr.  Robert  Henry. — “Unbank  the  banks” — 
A phrase  without  meaning,  except  for  mischief. 

By  John  C.  O’Hanlon. — John  C.  Calhoun — Ever 
faithful  and  true  to  the  interest  and  honor  of  South 
Carolina. 

By  maj.  James  Kenilworth.— John  C.  Calhoun, 
the  veteran  statesman  of  South  Carolina:  — Like 
Socrates,  and  Aristides,  he  may  suffer  for  his  wis- 
dom, and  his  honesty,  but  like  them,  he  will  reap  a 
nation’s  honor,  for  his  patiiotic  support  of  the  in- 
dependent treasury  bill,  when  the  reign  of  error 
shall  have  past. 

By  Edward  J.  Arthur,  esq — The  unholy  alli- 
ance of  bank  and  state — Corrupting  in  its  tendency, 
and  highly  dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  the  country. 

By  T.  H.  Wade.— George  M’Duffie- — The  firm 
opposer  of  the  hard  money  clause,  and  who  there- 
fore goes  tor  making  the  sub-treasury  bill  “a 
mockery.” 

By  Wm.  Fetner. — Gold  and  silver— The  true 
constilutional  currency — not  bank  rags,  that  we 
“know  not  whence  they  come,  or  whither  they 
go.” 

By  F.  W.  Fielding— Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun — South 
Carolina  has  elevated  him  from  the  condition  of 
being  her  servant  to  be  her  councellor.  He  has 
never  failed  her  in  a time  of  need — She  will  never 
distrust  him. 

By  M.  Gregg,  esq— The  president’s  breeches 
pockets — The  never  failing  theme  of  declamation 
and  satire,  to  the  orators  oi  the  slump. 

By  maj.  Nagel— Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun — Unsur- 
passed as  a statesman,  in  any  age  or  country,  and 
.second  to  none  in  patriotism’  and  public  aiid  pli- 
cate virt  ue. 

By  col  L.  Cheves,  jr. — Thomas  II . Benton — The 
modern  Midas,  w ho  in  addition  to  the  misfortune 
ol  the  ancient,  is  not  permittted  to  wear  his  ass’s 
ears  without  competition. 

Bv  J.  C.  Thornton. — The  opinions  of  general 
George  McDuffie — Left  as  a sort  of  legacy  to  his 
country,  viz:  An  independent  treasury,  which  pro- 
vides that  nothing  shall  be  taken  in'  payment  for 
government  dues,  but  treasury  paper  or  specie.  If 
the  bank  men  come  in  as  heirs,  they  must  take 
their  pay  in  treasury  bills,  as  it  would’  be  a pity  to 
‘humbug’  them  w ith  specie. 

By  Edward  A.  Seymour. — John  C.  Calhoun — A 
philosophical  statesman,  and  u n com  promising  cham- 
pion of  southein  rights  and  southern  institutions 

Long  may  he  live,”  a rankling  thorn  in  the  side 
ol  him  wdio  would  “build  his  greatness  on  his  coun- 
try’s ruin.” 

By  Wm.  Stack.— The  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States— The  great  regulator  of  the  currency.  It 
regulated  the  state  banks,  by  absorbing  their  pro- 
fits; but  where  was  the  power  to  regulate  the  riLu. 
lator?  a 

By  R.  P.  May-rant.—1 The  hon.  R.  Barnwell 
Rhett— The  fearless  advocate  of  Carolina’s  doc- 
trines: she  may  learn  to  estimate  him  by  the  abuse 
of  his  enemies. 

By  James  T.  Sims— South  Carolina— May  she 
not  be  put  down  by  selfish  partisans. 

By  J - Levin. — The  free  expression  and  exercise 
of  our  opinions— Its  support,  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence— Its  guaranty,  the  constitution  of  the 
U.  States,  sealed  with  the' blood  of  the  heroes  of  the 
revolution— the  cost  too  great  to  be  intimidated  by 
the  acts  of  the  gag  law. 

By  John  T.  Chappell,  esq—  Francis  W.  Pickens 
- — His  noble  efforts  in  defence  of  the  reserved  rights 
of  the  states,  entitle  him  to  the  grateful  thank's  of 
the  people  of  South  Carolina. 

By  a guest. — The  descendants  of  Midas — The 
“accredited  eminence”  race,  who  believe  that  paper 
is  gold,  and  that  promises  are  payment.  Like  their 
ancestor,  they  imagine  that  they  have  concealed 
the  secret  of  their  ears,  but  less  discreet  than  he, 
they  have  ventured  to  insinuate  that  other  people’s 

ears  are  longer  than  they  ought  to  be. 

By . The  plan  of  the  constitutional  trea- 

sury—The  vote  which  makes  it  the  law  of  the  land, 
rings  the  funeral  knell  of  executive  influence. 

By  W.  F.  Pemberton.— “The  free  trade  and  state 
rights  party  of  South  Carolina.”— Can  any  one 
doubt  that  its  great  principles  are  equally  as  inimi- 
cal as  the  protection  of  capital,  as  the  “protection 
of  industry”  or  manufactures,”  and  that  each  is 
alike  an  oppressive  federal  tax  upon  the  south,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  north,  and  equally  subversive  of 
“free  trade  and  state  rights.” 

By  A.  H.  Pembertom — South  Carolina — May  she 
be  guided,  in  her  future  course,  as  in  that  of  past, 
by  “principles,  and  not  men,”  ever  mindful  that 
man-hatred  is  equally  as  averse  to  such  a course  as 
man-worship — and  guarded  alike  against  Scylla,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  Charybdis,  on  the  other. 
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CHRONICLE. 

The  Newark  (N.  J.)  Eagle  contains  the  following: 
On  Tuesday  last,  a lady,  105  years  of  age,  residing 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  who  has  never  used  specta- 
cles, and  still  retains,  in  a remarkable  degree,  all  her 
mental  and  bodily  faculties,  took  it  into  her  head  to  vi- 
sit a female  friend  in  Newark.  She  got  into  the  stage, 
and  alone,  without  attendant,  came  to  this  city.  A gen- 
tleman, learning  that,  such  a personage  was  in  town, 
called  on  her  and  requested  her  to  accompany  him  to 
the  house  of  a friend,  which  she  accordingly  did.  Here 
she  was  introduced  to  a gentleman  107  years  of  age;' 
and  these  two  venerable  survivors  of  the  last  century 
there  held  a most  interesting  conversation  of  by-gone 
days.  Having  always  lived  in  the  city,  she  had  a per- 
fect recollection  of  the  time  when  the  river  covered  the 
ground  where  St.  John’s  church  how  s’ands.  In  the 
evening,  the  lady,  whose  name,  we  understand,  is 
Gogue,  returned  to  the  city. 

Governor  Bagbv,  in  his  address  before  the  temper- 
ance society  of  Mobile,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  gave  a strik- 
ing illustration  of  the  connexion  between  intemperance 
and  crime.  His  excellency  (who  is  a distinguished 
criminal  lawyer)  stated  that,  in  the  course  of  his  life,  he 
had  been  employed  in  some  fifty  or  sixty  capital  cases, 
every  one  of  winch,  as  well  as  he  then  recollected,  was 
connected  with  intemperance! 

Mr.  William  13.  Shepard’s  address  before  the  literary 
societies  of  the  university  of  North  Carolina  is  a very 
excellent  production.  It  conveys  the  best  sentiments, 
in  a natural  style,  and  is  redolent  of  classical  literature. 
We  welcome  Mr.  S.  hack  again  from  the  boisterous 
contention  of  parties  in  the  house  of  representatives 
to  the  quiet  hails  of  learning  and  the  calm  retrea’s  of 
private  life.  He  shows  in  his  address  that  he  turns 
with  delight  from  the  dusty  high  road  of  polhics  into 
the  flowery  paths  of  science  and  learning. 

[Alexandria  Gazelle. 

Stage  accident.  O.i  Thursday,  the  7;h  September, 
instant,  one  of  Anderson’s  line  of  stages  left  the  White 
Sulphur  springs,  in  Virginia,  for  t id  Blue  Sulphur. — 
There  were  nine  passengers — the  lion.  George  W. 
Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  (formerly  secretary  of  the 
treasuryd  bis  lady,  sou  and  daughter,  col.  S.  Burch,  of 
Washington,  lady  and  daughter,  E.  L.  Russell,  esq.  of 
Onslow,  in  North  Carolina,  and  another,  (name  not 
known.)  About  two  miles  east  of  Lewisburg,  in  Green- 
brier county,  while  rn  ining  rapidly  down  hill,  the  stage 
suddenly  ran  to  the  left,  and,  as  the  wheels  passed  into 
the  water  gutter,  was  on  the  point  of  overturning  on 
the  upper  side  road;  it  suddenly  righted  as  the  wheel 
struck  the  bank,  and,  at  the  next  moment,  was  dashed 

o. i  its  side  vvitu  great  violence  into  the  middle  of  the 
road.  The  body  bolt,  near  an  inch  in  diameter,  snap- 

p. ng  oft’  short,  the  stage  was  disengaged  from  the  front 
wheels,  with  which  the  horses  ran  oif  at  full  speed. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  is  not  known  had  his 
hand  torn  and  broken  in  a dreadful  manner.  Mrs. 
Campbell  received  a contusion  in  the  hip,  which  will 
prevent  her  fro  n walking  for  a few  days.  Miss  Burch 
was  also  injured  in  the  back  and  side,  and  is  unable  to 
move  without  assistance.  Colonel  Burch  was  not  in- 
jured by  the  upset,  but  hurt  l;is  breast  very  much  in  ex 
tricating  his  dauglrer  from  the  wreck.  The  other  pas- 
sengetsand  the  driver  escaped  without  injury. 

R was  a merciful  interposition  ol  Providence  that  the 
ludy  of  the  stage  became  disengaged  from  die  front 
wheels.  To  that  alone  is  the  preservation  of  the  lives 
of  the  passengers  owing.  There  are  doubts  as  to  the 
cause  of  the  accident.  The  driver  says,  one  of  ll;e 
small  swingletrees  broke  from  the  large  one,  and  fell 
ii-.-ainst  the  heels  of  the  horse,  which  occasioned  him  to 
take  fright,  and  that  he  was  unable  longer  to  control 
him.  . 

Shortly  after  the  accident,  a gentleman  wilh  his  lu- 
miiy  came  up  in  a private  carriage,  and,  with  that  no- 
bleness which  ever  characterises  a real  gentleman  im- 
mediately took  his  family  from  the  carriage,  placed  them 
in  the  woods,  and  sent  on  the  sufferers  to  Lewisburg. 

North  Carolina  gold  mines.  The  Raleigh  Star  of  the 
5th  instant  stu’es  that  a new  vein  of  gold  has  been  dis- 
covered in  Parker’s  mine,  in  Montgomery  c runty,  near 
the  surface,  from  which  lumps  ot  gold  have  been  ob- 
tained weighing  three  pounds,  two  pounds,  and  others 
of  several’ ounces.  Some  new  discoveries  are  also 
stated  to  have  been  made  in  Barringer’s  and  Reid’s 
mines,  which  have  heretofore  been  considered  as  the 
most  productive  i.n  the  gold  region. 

New  South  sea  trading  expedition.  Several  persons 
met  at  Stuyvesant  institute  on  Monday  night,  lor  the 
purpose  of  organizing  a trading  expedition  to  the  South 
sea.  The  lecturer  gave  an  account  of  the  South  sea 
islands,  what  might  be  their  trade  with  Canton  and 
Singapore,  and  tlfeir  productions.  He  proposes  to  form 
a settlement  at  an  island  there,  has  a plan  of  a consti- 
tution already  drawn,  and  recommends  a purchase  of 
the  schooner  Active.  The  audience  was  principally 
seafaring  men,  who  have  the  spirit  of  enterprise  within 
them.  A-  Express. 

Halifax,  Angus!  29. 

The  fisheries.  We  are  glad  to  find  that  the  fisheries, 
generally,  are  likely  to  be  very  productive  ibis  year.— 
The  vessels  from  the  Labrador  have  brought  bacx  full 
fares  of  codfish— there ‘has  been  a good  take  of  prime 
herring  during  the  lust  fortnight  along  shore;  and  this 
morning  we  were  gratified  with  a rare  sight,  the  mar- 
ket full  of  fine  mackerel,  the  avant  couriers,  we  hope, 
of  the  hosts  which  in  former  years  gladdened  the  hearts 
of  the  fishermen  by  their  periodical  visitations. 


Harford  and  New  Haven  railroad.  We  have  before 
us  the  third  annual  report  of  the  Hartford  and  New 
Haven  railroad  company,  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  portion  of  the  road  between  New  Haven  and  Meri- 
den, 18  miles,  is  nearly  completed,  except  laying  down 
the  iron  rails,  and  that,  by  a loan  of  $250,000,  obtained 
on  a credit  of  four,  five  and  six  years,  in  addition  to 
$150,000  to  be  received  from  stockholders,  the  company 
now  have  the  means  of  continuing  the  road  from  Me- 
riden  to  Hartford.  The  whole  cost  of  the  road  from 
New  Haven  to  Hartford,  35  miles,  will  not  exceed  ! 
$850,000,  including  the  amount  hitherto  expended. — 
Front  Hartford  to  Springfield,  where  it  would  connect 
with  the  Western  railroad,  (running  from  Albany  to 
Boston,)  the  distance  is  only  23  miles,  and  the  surface 
of  the  ground  nearly  a dead  level.  Tnat  this  link  will 
soon  be  supplied,  and  thus  a railroad  communication 
be  secured  from  New  Haven  to  Boston,  as  well  as  front 
New  Haven  to  Albany,  is  beyond  a doubt. 

[iV.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

Ship  Alexandre.  A French  paper  slates  that  several 
bags,  forming  a part  of  the  cargo  of  this  ship,  on  being 
landed  at  Bordeaux,  were  found  to  be  stained  witit 
blood.  The  fact  corroborates  the  statements  of  the 
cook  relative  to  the  murder  of  the  captain  and  a part  ol 
the  crew. 

Cincinnati.  Improvements  are  going  on  rapidly  in 
Cincinnati.  Between  three  and  four  hundred  hou.-es 
will  have  been  erected  this  year.  The  buildings  in 
Cincinnati  are  said  to  be  more  substantially  construct- 
ed than  those  of  most  other  cities. 

We  learn  from  the  Wheeling  Times  that  the  post- 
master general  has  authorised  the  postnias'er  of  that 
city  to  contract  for  sending  the  western  mad  by  steam- 
boats from  thence  during  such  seasons  of  the  year  ns 
the  roads  are  in  a bad  state,  and  the  river  is  in  naviga- 
ble order.  This  will  carry  the  mail  to  St.  Louis  five 
days  earlier  than  it  would  go  by  land  at  such  times. 

Com.  Elliott  is  distributing  the  antiquities  he  collected 
in  Greece,  &c.  &c.,  to  the  different  universities  and 
colleges  throughout  the  country.  To  the  University  of 
Virginia  he  has  presented  a vase,  taken  from  the  chan- 
nel of  Corfu,  and  a piece  of  a capital  of  the  Temple  of 
Bacchus,  at  Tyre,  with  the  appropriate  devices — also  a 
jug,  found  entombed  in  the  Island  of  Cerigo;  two  large 
granite  balls,  six  feet  and  a half  in  diameter,  taken 
from  the  channel  of  the  Durdn  idles;  and  an  eagle  cut 
by  an  American  artist  from  a fragment  of  the  stadium 
at  Alexandria. 

Longevity.  The  death  of  Joseph  Eriskin,  at  the  age, 
it  is  believed,  of  112  years,  has  ertated  sonic  sensation 
here.  This  remarkable  person  continued  hale,  vigor- 
ous and  acive-mimfed,  liil  within  a few  months  ot  his 
demise.  He  was  an  African  negro,  the  son  and  pro- 
spective heir  of  a chief.  He  uniformly  slated  that  he 
was  20  years  or  age  when  he  came  to  this  country,  and 
that  ho-  had  been  here  before  the  rebellion.  He  was 
domestic  servant  to  lord  Lovat  in  1745,  and  to  his  dy 
ing  hour  lie  gave  the  most  vivid  description  of  the 
blockade  of  Edinburgh.  He  continued  with  lady  Lo- 
vat after  the  execution  of  her  husband.  He  became  a 
cook  on  board  ship,  and  escaped  from  die  Royal 
George  when  ‘'brave  Kernpenfedt  went  down,  with 
twice  500  men,’’  in  1782.  Luckily  for  the  peace  of  his 
closing  days,  one  of  those  in  whose  house  he  had  been 
a domestic  were  the  Makgills  of  Kcmbaek,  who  ex- 
tended to  him  that  kindness  which  with  (hern  is  never 
wanting  where  sorrow,  sickness  or  indigence  calls  for 
its  exercise.  He  died,  after  an  illness  of  some  weeks’ 
duration,  a fortnight  since,  and  was  attended  by  all  the 
family  and  their  friends  to  the  grave.  [ Fifeshire  Jour. 

New  York  canal  tolls.  From  the  Argus.  The  toils 
collected  on  the  New  York  state  canals  for  the  first 
week  in  September  were: 

In  1837  $33,372  03 

In  1833  53,035  76 


Being  an  increase  of  $19,063  73  or  53  per  ct. 
The  merchandize  shipped  at  Albany  and  Troy  du- 
ring the  same  week,  was: 

In  1837  3,453,200  pounds 

In  1833  G 335,603  “ 


Increase  3,432,400  “ or  nearly  100  per  ct. 

The  flour  and  w heat  brought  to  tide  water  via  the 
canals  for  the  same  period,  was: 

Bbls.  flour.  Bushels  wheat. 

In  1337  11,876  7,833 

In  1833  25,218  33,955 


Increase  13,942  or  124  per  ct.  26,066  or  334  per  ct. 

Tolls  for  1st  week  in  September  1835  @ 48,075  09 
“ “ “ 1836  52,914  12 

“ “ “ 1837  33,372  03 

“ “ “ 1833  53,035  76 

Great  profit. — A fact.  A farmer  in  Belchertown,  last 
year,  purchased  $1,000  worth  of  the  Morus  Multicaulis, 
with  which,  last  spring,  he  stocked  three-fourths  of  an 
acre  of  ground  only.  He  has  just  sold  the  product  of 
that  three-fourths  of  an  acre  for  $6,000 — making  a nett 
prufit  of  nearly  $5,000!  If  any  one  of  our  agricultural 
friends  have  a stouter  story  than  this  to  tell,  we  should 
like  to  hear  it.  We  had  the  fact  from  the  lucky  man 
himself.  [ Hampshire  (Mass.)  Gaz. 

Louisiana  crops.  The  New  Orleans  American  of  the 
11th  inst.  says  that  the  sugar  and  cotton  crops  look  re- 
markably well,  and  if  not  injured  by  storm,  promise  to 
be  most  bountiful. 


The  Wilmington  and  Raleigh  Railroad  company 
have  recently  opened  another  section  of  their  road 
which  makes  the  entire  dts:auce  now  in  operation  sixty- 
tliree  miles.  The  Wilmington  Advertiser  states  that, 
during  the  first  week  in  October,  another  section  will 
be  ready  for  use,  and,  by  the  middle  of  December,  the 
road  will  be  open  a distance  of  one  hundred  and  three 
miles.  The  length  of  the  entire  road,  when  complete, 
will  be  one  hundred  and  seventy- three  miies. 

The  great  London  and  Birmingham  railroad  was  to 
be  opened  complete  between  the  two  cities  August  20, 
and  the  line  opened  to  the  public  September  17. 

Travelling  by  the  railroad  has  been  facetiously  and 
comprehensively  described  by  a gentleman  of  Stam- 
ford, who  lately  availed  hitnsel  of  that  means  of  transit: 
‘'All  right!  oif  you  start;  you  put  your  head  out  of  tho 
carriage  window  to  look  at  the  country,  get  your  eyes 
full  ol  dust,  and,  before  you  can  get  them  clean,  you’re 
in  London.1’’ 

Persons  are  not  generally  aware  of  the  value  of  the 
fur  trade  to  Sr.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  will  be  astonished 
to  learn  that  the  skins  shipped  during  the  last  year  were 
worth  $400,000.  Among  the  various  kinds,  the  hides  of 
the  buffalo  form  the  most  important  item,  the  number 
being  50,0UO,  estimated  at  W a piece,  or  $200,000. — 
The  prices  at  which  various  furs  are  obtained  from  the 
Indians  must  make  the  profits  very  great. 


Gambling.  Philadelphia,  like  Washington,  New 
York,  &c.  is  infested  with  gangs  of  scoundrels  who 
prey  upon  the  community  by  the  most  nefarious  devi- 
ces and  bring  ruin  and  misery  upon  the  innocent, 
whose  protectors  are  beguiled  into  their  dens  of  infamy. 
The  Philadelphia  Herald,  speaking  of  one  ol  these  ban- 
ditti named  John  Cleveland,  who  was  arrested  for  keep- 
ing a gambling  house,  but  preferred  forfeiting  his  bond 
($2,0tiu)  than  risk  a trial,  states  the  following: 

“Gambling  is  a most  seductive  vice.  It  is  not  long 
since  a member  of  one  of  the  first  firms  of  our  city,  in 
the  absence  of  the  oldest  partner  of  the  house,  was  ut- 
terly and  irretrievably  ruined  in  one  of  these  same  gam- 
bling houses.  In  two  nights,  sc  high  was  his  despera- 
tion, that  he  lost  sixty  thousand  dollars  tor  which  he 
gave  the  linn's  check!  The  partner  heard  in  Europe 
that  ruin  was  up _m  his  house,  and  hastened  home  m 
season  to  save  from  the  verge  of  bankruptcy  one  of  ilie 
richest  mercantile  iiou  es  of  our  city  at  tie  time  ho 
left  Philadelphia  for  the  old  world.  'This  is  but  a single 
case  among  the  multitudes  that  occur  where  there  is  an 
entire  shipwreck  of  honor,  property  and  morals.  Eve 
good  friend  to  the  well-being  of  human  society  rn 
therefore,  bid  ‘ God  speed”  to  the  efforts  to  atiate 
gambling  houses  wh.ch  have  so  long  preyed  upon 
morals  of  our  city;  and  however  great  may  be  the  d 
culties  in  proving  the  “act  of  gambling’’  upon  the 
keepers  of  the  “midnight  dens,’’  let  those  who  nave  the 
authority  to  sweep  them  from  among  us,  look  to  tin 
sure  reward  in  the  improved  morals  of  our  city,  and  i 
the  enduring  esteem  of  all  the  better  pardon  of  thei 
fellow-citizens.” 

A descendant  of  Oliver  Cromwell  has  presented  t 
the  United  Service  Museum  the  sword  he  wore  at  th 
siege  of  Drogheda,  on  the  10. h of  September,  1619. 
On  this  occasion  his  troops  were  twice  repelled  in 
mounting  the  breach;  observing  this,  he  led  his  troops 
himself  to  the  third  assault,  and  was  victorious.  It  is  a 
basket  billed  broadsword,  and  has  been  struck  by  two 
musket  balls  on  the  blade. 

Arnold’s  children.  It  has  been  generally  understood 
that  the  family  of  Benedict  Arnold  have  enjoyed  a pen- 
sion from  (lie  British  government  ever  since  his  death. 
A recent  official  report  from  a committee  of  parliament, 
states  that  two  sons  of  the  traitor  of  the  revolution,  rue 
now  living  in  England,  and  that  they  are  in  the  receipt 
of  a joint  pension  of  ,£162.  One  of  the  sons,  James 
R.  is  57  years  of  age.  and  the  other  William  F.  is  44. 


Antiquities.  Some  researches  lately  made  in  the  ca- 
thedral of  Rouen  have  led  to  the  discovery,  under  the 
pavement  of  flte  sanctuary,  of  the  statute  of  Richard 
Coeur  de  Lion,  which  uscu  to  ornament  his  tomb,  ai  d 
a box  enclosing  his  heart.  'The  statue,  which  is  in 
perfect  preservation,  issix  feet  and  a half  in  length,  and 
represents  the  king  in  a recumbent  position,  with  Jus 
feet  resting  on  a lion  coucliunt.  'The  tomb  was  once 
enclosed  oy  a railing  of  silver,  which  was  sold  in  the 
middle  of  the  13th  century,  in  order  to  pay  the  ransom 
of  St.  Louis.  The  tomb  is  to  be  restored  and  placed  tti 
die  chapel  of  the  Holy  Virgin. 

About  3,500  barrels  of  flour  are  going  on  board  the 
packet  ship  Sheridian  for  Liverpool,  clnefiv,  we  under- 
stand, on  English  account.  [,y.  f . Express. 

Passengers.  No  less  than  eighty-six  passengers  are 
already  enrolled  for  the  Great  Western  on  her  next  re- 
turn to  England. 

Enck's  comet.  This  comet,  which  completes  its  re- 
volution in  1,200  days,  will  be  visible  in  the  ensuino- 
autumn.  It  will  he  in  its  perihelion,  or  part  of  its  orbit 
nearest  the  sun,  on  the  15th  December,  and  about  the 
same  period  it  will  also  be  nearest  the  earth.  It  is,  says 
Monsieur  Arago,  a vast  nebulosity,  64,000  times  larger 
in  volume  than  the  earth;  yet  such  is  the  tenuity  of  its 
substance,  that  in  1795  sir  William  Herschel  was  able 
to  discern  through  its  mass  a star  of  the  twentieth 
magnitude. 

Gov.  Mason  of  Michigan  has  been  petitioned  to  call 
an  extra  session  ot  the  legislature;  to  make  provision 
for  a new  state  loan  or  the  incorporation  of  a new  state 
bank  to  relieve  the  pressure  now  felt  there.  The  Gover- 
nor refuses  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 
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Maryland  election.  The  first  election  under  the 
reformed  constitution  was  held  in  this  state  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  and  resulted  as  stated  below.  It  was  warm- 
ly contested  in  every  section,  and  caused  great  excite- 
ment, particularly  in  Baltimore;  in  which  city  the 
opposing  parties  were  involved  in  a serious  affray 
whilst  waiting  for  the  returns,  which  was  only  quelled 
by  the  appearance  of  the  City  Guard. 


Counties. 

For  Governor. 
Steele , ( W .) 

Grason, 

Alleghany,  . - 

872 

988 

Washington, 

- 1966 

2226 

Montgomery,  - 

852 

742 

Frederick, 

- 2532 

2532 

Prince  George’s, 

778 

684 

Charles, 

715 

510 

St.  Mary’s, 

794 

449 

Calvert, 

415 

357 

Anne  Arundel, 

- 1261 

1173 

Annapolis  city, 

146 

141 

Baltimore  county, 

- 1477 

2152 

Baltimore  city, 

- 6191 

6074 

Carroll, 

- 1343 

1646 

Harford,  - 

- 1 129 

1255 

Cecil, 

- 1251 

1356 

Kent, 

530 

514 

Queen  Anne,  - 

641 

686 

Talbot, 

599 

732 

Caroline,  - 

583 

577 

Dorchester, 

- 1113 

817 

Somerset, 

163  maj. 

Worcester, 

379  do 

25,730 

25,971 

25,730 

Grason’s  majority,  - - 

* "241 

General  Assembly j 
Whole  IT.  of  , 
Number  of , 


■^Senate. 


Counties. 

Delegates. 

Wh/ 

Wh.Ad. 

Alleghany, 
Anne  Arundel, 
Annapolis  city, 

3 _ 

4 
1 

0 

4 

1 

3 

0 

0 

Baltimore  count)' 

- 

5 

0; 

5 

0 

1 

Baltimore  city, 

- 

5 

5 

0 

1 

0 

Calvert, 

- 

3 

3 

0 

1 

0 

Carroll,  - 

- 

4 

0 

4 

0 

1 

Caroline, 

- 

3 

1 

2 

*1 

0 

Cecil, 

- 

3 

0 

3 

0 

1 

Charles,  - 

. 

3 

3 

0 

0 

1 

Dorches'er, 

_ 

4 

4 

0 

1 

0 

Frederick, 

. 

5 

2 

t2 

1 

0 

Harford, 

- 

4 

0 

4 

0 

1 

Kent, 

- 

3 

t 

1 

1 

0 

Montgomery, 

- 

4 

2 

$2 

1 

0 

Prince  George’s, 

- 

4 

4 

0 

1 

0 

Queen  Anne,  - 

- 

3 

0 

3 

0 

1 

Somerset, 

- 

4 

4 

0 

I 

0 ' 

St.  Mary’s, 

- 

3 

3 

0 

1 

0 

Talbot, 

- 

3 

0 

3 

0 

1 

Washington,  - 

- 

4 

0 

4 

0 

1 

Worcester, 

- 

4 

4 

0 

1 

0 
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were  assembled,  as  has  always  been  customary,  in 
front  of  the  morning  paper  otfices  in  Gay  street,  for 
the  purpose  of  learning  the  result  of. the  city«election. 
There  was,  as  usual,  much  cheering  and  excitement 
as  the  polls  of  the  different  wards  were  successively 
announced;  but,  about  eleven  o’clock,  a fisticuff  fight 
took  place  between  two  individuals,  which  immediately 
attracted  a crowd  to  the  spot,  and,  as  it  seems  to  us, 
was  the  forerunner  of  the  affray  with  stones,  brickbats 
and  bludgeons  that  followed  soon  after.  The  contest 
was  kept  up,  with  occasional  intermissions,  until  near 
two  o’clock  in  the  morning.  In  the  first  onset,  which 
was  at  close  quarters,  several  persons  were  knocked 
down,  and  subsequently  the  affray  was  carried  on,  at  a 
greater  or  less  interval  of  distance,  by  the  discharge  of 
showers  of  brickbats  and  stones,  torn  up  from  the  side- 
walks and  streets.  In  the  course  of  these  contests, 
there  were  also  some  twenty  or  thirty  discharges  of  pis- 
tol and  musket  shots.  While  these  events  were  trans- 
piring, efforts  were  being  made  to  effect  a turn  out  of 
the  City  Guard,  the  call  upon  which,  considering  the 
hour  of  the  night,  was  promptly  answered,  and  a re- 
spectable body  of  citizens,  armed  with  muskets  and 
ball  cartridges,  and  led  by  resolute  officers,  marched 
to  Gay  street  about  two  o’clock,  A.  M.  The  first  inti- 
mation of  the  approach  of  the  guard  was  followed  by 
the  cessation  of  disorder,  and  the  actual  appearance  of 
the  guard  on  the  ground  operated  like  magic  in  re-es- 
tablishing perfect  order  and  quiet.  Several  other  com- 
panies of  the  guard  soon  afterwards  made  their  ap- 
pearance from  more  distant  parts  of  the  city,  in  sup- 
port of  law  and  order,  and,  as  a measure  of  precaution, 
the  armed  force  remained  on  the  ground  until  daylight 
yesterday  morning.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that 
the  guard  had  not  been  called  out  at  an  earlier  hour  of 
the  night,  as  it  is  evident  that  such  a step  would  have 
prevented  much  of  the  disorder  which  subsequently 
occurred. 

“The  city  guard,  both  horse  and  infantry,  were  under 
arms  last  night  as  a measure  of  precaution,  but  the  city 
was  perfectly  tranquil. 

The  registration  of  the  legal  votes  of  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore was  closed  at  five  o’clock  on  yesterday  afternoon 
(Tuesday  the  2d  of  Oct.)  when  the  registers  of  the  seve- 
ral wards  proceeded  to  count  the  ballots  for  and  against 
the  law,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  it  shall 
hereafter  continue  in  force,  or  become  void.  The  re- 
sult is  annexed,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ag- 
gregate ballots  for  the  law  are  6352,  and  against  it  6300 
— making  a majority  in  favor  of  the  law,  on  actual  bal- 
lot, of  52.  To  this  majority  is  to  be  added  67  in  the 
first  ward,  57  in  the  second,  48  in  the  third,  47  in  the 
fourth,  71  in  the  fifth,  37  in  the  sixth,  83  in  the  seventh, 
51  in  the  eighth,  37  in  the  ninth,  39  in  the  tenth,  38  in 
the  eleventh,  and  89  in  the  twelfth  ward — being  an  ag- 
gregate of  664,  who,  not  having  voted  are  counted  in 
iavor  of  the  law,  and  make  the  legal  majority  for  the 
law  716. 


Gold  coinage.  The  amount  of  gold  remaining  un- 
coined at  the  mint  on  the  31st  of  August  last,  was 

$103,032 

Deposited  in  Sejitember: 

Foreign  coins  $516,698 

Do.  bullion  • 32,137 

U.  States  do.  27,186 

Do.  coins  (old  standard)  • 1,022 


Coined  in  September: 

In  half  eagles 

Remaining  uncoined  Sept.  30,  1838 


577,043 

$680,075 

532,930 

$147,145 


*Mr.  Boone  of  Caroline  is  claimed  as  a whig,  though 
elected  to  the  senate  in  opposition  to  the  regular  whig 
candidate. 

tin  Frederick,  two  whigs  and  two  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration have  been  elected,  and  there  is  a tie  for  the 
fifth  member. 

fit  is  stated  in  the  Kent  Bugle,  that'  Mr.  Primrose 
(ad.)  is  the  only  candidate  elected  in  the  house  of  dele 
gates  in  Kent,  the  other  two  candidates  on  that  ticket, 
and  Mr.  Constable,  (whig,)  being  a tie. 

Mn  Montgomery  there  were  six  whig  candidates  for 
the  legislature,  and  but  two  candidates  of  the  adminis- 
tration party.  There  were  also  two  whig  candidates  for 
senator,  and  none  of  the  administration  party. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Grason,  the 
candidate  of  the  friends  of  the  national  administration, 
has  been  elected  governor  by  a majority  of  241  votes; 
and  that,  counting  Mr.  Boone,  of  Caroline,  among  the 
whigs,  the  assembly  will  stand  as  follows:  In  the  senate, 
12  whigs  and  9 friends  of  the  administration — in  the 
house  of  delegates,  40  whigs  and  36  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration, which,  with  the  three  ties,  one  in  Frede- 
rick and  two  in  Kent,  make  up  the  whole  number  of 
which  the  house  consists.  Whig  majority  on  joint  bal- 
lot, 7. 

In  the  next  “Register,’’  we  will  give  the  returns  of 
the  respective  cities  and  counties,  and  correct  any  in- 
accuracies discovered  in  the  above  summary  state- 
ments. 

The  American  of  yesterday  morning  contains  the 
following  notice  of  the  affray  above  alluded  to: 

“On  the  night  of  the  election,  large  crowds  of  persons 
VOL.  V. — Pig.  6. 
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Law. 
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1st 

531 

392 
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67 

2d 
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412 

863 

57 

3d 

458 
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1139 

48 

4th 

385 

683 

1115 

47 

5:h 

702 

393 

1166 

71 

6th 

558 

482 

1077 

37 

7th 

662 

262 

1007 

83 

8th 

403 

692 

1146 

51 

9th 

628 

309 

974 

37 

10th 

430 

616 

1085 

39 

11th 

649 

595 

1282 

33 

12th 

552 

831 

1472 

89 

6352 

6300 

13,316 
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[ American . 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  TIIE  PRESIDENT. 

P.  S.  Loughborough  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Kentucky. 

William  J.  Davis  to  be  marshal  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Georgia. 

Consuls. 

John  G.  Feugel,  for  Leipsic,  in  Saxony. 

Frederick  Bousquet,  for  Cette,  in  France 

Nathan  Hayley,  for  Nantes,  in  France. 

Richard  J.  Offfey,  for  Mayaguez,  in  the  island  of 
Porto  Rico. 

Stephen  Powers,  for  Basle,  in  Switzerland. 

Young  J.  Porter,  for  Brazoria,  in  Texas. 

Thomas  W.  Robeson,  for  Santa  Martha,  in  the  re 
public  of  New  Grenada. 

Felix  II.  Sudu,  for  the  island  of  Gaudaloupe. 

James  R.  Clendon,  for  the  Bay  of  islands,  in  New 
Zealand. 

Philemon  S.  Parker,  for  Bombay,  in  India. 


France  and  Mexico.  A letter  from  a French  citi- 
zen residing  at  Vera  Cruz,  dated  27th  August,  received 
at  New  Orleans  via  Havana,  says — 

We  are  unable  to  tell  how  the  present  crisis  will  end. 
Different  rumors  are  constantly  circulating  respecting 
the  state  of  affairs.  We  think,  however,  that  the  ar- 
rival of  the  expected  reinforcements  will  soon  resolve 
the  question.  Preparations  are  making  in  this  city. 
Parapets  have  been  erected  on  the  principal  edifices 
and  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  the  harbor.  The  troops 
which  had  been  stationed  on  the  route  between  Ja- 
lapa  and  Vera  Cruz  have  been  ordered  to  repair  to  this 
city. 

There  are  almost  daily  departures:  nearly  all  the 
principal  families  have  left  the  city  and  the  middle 
classes  are  following  their  example.  They  are  begin- 
ning to  talk  about  sending  us  (the  French)  into  tinTin- 
terior.  The  commandant,  we  are  informed,  has  re- 
ceived orders  to  this  effect,  and  will  doubtless  execute 
them  at  th^ first  appearance  of  the  new  reinforcements. 

Several  more  brigs  of  war  have  arrived.  A frigate, 
the  Astra,  from  Martinique,  returned  thither  some  days 
ago. 

The  naval  reinforcements  are  expected  towards  the 
end  of  September. 

The  administration  and  the  congress  ascribe  to  each 
other  the  fault  of  bringing  on  the  present  stale  of  af- 
fairs. In  the  meantime,  the  newspapers  continue  their 
ungenerous  articles  against  the  French.  x 
All  the  archives  and  the  plate  of  the  churches  have 
been  sent  to  Jalapa. 

Two  Mexican  vessels  arrived  at  Havana  on  the  12th 
ult.  and  two  others  on  the  loth  u’t.;  so  that  it  appears 
the  French  blockade  does  not  cut  off  all  communica- 
tion. 


British  corn  trade.  The  great  interest  felt  in  this 
country  (says  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  List)  in  re- 
latipn  to  the  crop  of  wheat  in  England,  and  the  relative 
duties  accruing  on  foreign  wheat  imported  into  that 
country,  has  induced  us  to  publish  the  following  au- 
thentic regulations,  undet  which  the  corn  trade  of  Great 
Britain  is  at  present  conducted: 

Abstract  of  act  9,  of  George  IV,  chapter  60. 

And  whereas  it  is  inexpedient  that  corn,  grain,  meal 
and  flour,  the  growth,  produce  and  manufacture  of  any 
foreign  country,  or  of  any  British  possession  out  of  Eu- 
rope, should  be  allowed  to  be  imported  into  the  United 
Kingdom  for  consumption,  upon  the  payment  of  duties 
to  be  regulated  from  time  to  time,  according  to  the  aver- 
age price  of  British  corn  made  up  and  published  in 
manner  herein  after  required;  be  it  therefore  enacted, 
that  there  shall  be  levied  and  paid  to  his  majesty,  upon 
all  corn,  grain,  meal  and  flour,  entered  for  home  con- 
sumption in  the  United  Kingdom  from  parts  beyond 
the  seas,  the  several  duties  specified  and  set  forth  in  the 
table  annexed  to  this  act;  and  that  the  said  duties  shall 
be  raised,  levied,  collected  and  paid;  in  such  and  the 
same  manner  in  all  respects  as  the  several  duties  of 
customs  mentioned  and  enumerated  in  the  table  of  du- 
ties of  customs  inwards  annexed. 

If  imported  from  any  foreign  country. 

Wheat.  According  to  the  average  price  of  wheat, 
made  up  and  published  in  manner  required  by  law  vi- 
delicet: £.  s , d. 

Whenever  such  price  shall  be  62s.  and  un- 
der 63s.  the  qur.  the  duty  shall  be  per  qur.  14  8 
When  the  price  is  63s.  and  under  64s.  13  8 

When  the  price  is  64s  and  under  65s.  12  8 

When  the  price  is  65s.  and  under  66s.  118 

When  the  price  is  66s.  and  under  67s.  10  8 

When  the  price  is  67s  and  under  68s.  0 18  8 

When  the  price  is  68s.  and  under  69s.  0 16  8 

When  the  price  is  69s.  and  under  70s.  0 13  8 

When  the  price  is  70s.  and  under  71s.  0 10  8 

When  the  price  is  71s.  and  under  72s.  0 6 8 

When  the  price  is  72s.  and  under  73s.  0 2 8 

When  the  price  is  or  above  73s.  0 10 

When  under  62s.  and  not  under  61s.  15  8 

And  in  respect  to  each  integral  shilling,  or  any  part 
of  each  integral  shilling,  by  which  such  price  shall  bq 
under  61s.  such  duty  shall  be  increased  Is, 
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The  Great  Western  left  her  moorings  to  the  dock 
at  the  foot  of  Pike  street,  precisely  at  half-past  three 
o’clock  on  Thursday  afternoon,  and  proceeded  to  sea. 
She  has  on  board  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  passen- 
gers, being  all  she  could  with  any  convenience  accom- 
modate. For  some  days  past  her  agents  have  been 
compelled  to  refuse  to  receive  any  more  passengers, 
though  numerous  applications  were  made  to  them,  and 
i.  premium  offered  on  the  established  price  of  the  pas- 
sage. She  has  also  all  the  merchandise  on  freight  she 
can  carry,  and  we  are  informed  a larger  number  of 
letters  than  she  ever  carried  before.  Besides  the  freight 
and  passengers,  she  takes  out  50,000  sovereigns,  re- 
mitted, no  doubt,  on  account  of  the  advanced  rate  of 
exchange. 

,The  steamboats  R.  L.  Stevens  and  Passaic,  accom- 
panied the  Great  Western  down  the  bay,  filled  with 
'passengers,  and  the  concourse  of  people  on  the  wharves 
.and. Battery,  collected  to  witness  her  departure,  showed 
that  the  public  interest  in  the  success  of  Atlantic  steam 
navigation  is  no  ways  diminished. 

We  may  certainly  expect  the  Royal  William  steam 
ship  from  Liverpool  here  on  Sunday  next. 

[New  York  Cour.  and  Inq. 

Treasury  notes.  Treasury  department , Oct.  1, 1833. 
The  whole  amount  of  treasury  notes  authorised  by 
the  act  of  October  12,  1837,  having  been  issued, 
viz.—  $10,000,000  00 

And  there  having  been  redeemed  of  them 

about  7,511,850  00 

The  new  emissions  made  in  place  of 
those,  under  the  act  of  May  12,  1833, 
have  been  5,709,810  01 

There  have  been  returned  into  the  trea- 
sury of  these  last  about  101,500  00 

This  leaves  a balance  of  all  outstanding 
equal  to  only  about  8,096,460  01 

Levi  Woodbury,  sec'y  treasury. 

From  Florida.  From,  the  Savannah  Georgian,  Sept. 
22.  By  the  steamer  Cincinnati,  Capt.  Brooks,  arrived 
yesterday,  From  Garey’s  Ferry,  we  have  received  the 
following  from  our  attentive  correspondent: 

' Fort  King , East  Florida,  Sept.  14,  1833. 
Dear  sir : The  principal  chief  of  the  Tallahassees  has 
sent  his  wife  and  children  to  Fort  Brooke, -with  a party 
of  his  tribe,  now  being  about  twenty-five;  and  lie  re- 
mains out  with  a view  to  induce  them  all  to  come  in  to 
general  Taylor.  The  general  impression  is,  that  they, 
as  well  as  the  Micasuckies,  will  eventually  come  in  for 
emigration.  Tne  express  states  that  the  above  party 
had  reached  Tampa  Bay  previous  to  his  departure. 

General  Taylor  is  still  at  Tampa  Bay  negociating 
with  the  Indians.  He  will  be  at  Fort  White,  on  Santa 
Fe,  about  the  6th  proximo,  to  consult  with  colonel 
Twiggs,  now  commanding  the  eastern  part  of  the  pe- 
ninsula. It  is  not  believed  that  he  will  push  another 
campaign  into  the  enemy’s  country,  viewing  the  insuf- 
ficiency of  our  forces.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  re- 
cruits will  be  sent  to  fill  the  regiments  now  in  Florida; 
and  that  posts  will  be  established  so  as  to  protect,  most 
effectually,  the  frontier,  settlements.  The  inhabitants 
can  then  be  invited  to  their  homes,  and  gradually  as 
the  population  increases,  the  troops  will  remove  south. 

This  arrangement  will  enable  the  secretary  of  war 
to  withdraw  the  four  companies  of  the  2d  regiment  of 
infantry,  that  appear  to  have  been  entirely  forgotten  in 
the  recent  changes,  and  by  an  exercise  of  the  same 
charitable  disposition  manifested  toward  the  artillery, 
permit  them  to  proceed  by  easy  marches  to  some  healthy 
position,  where  they  can  enjoy  that  comfort  which  they 
stand  so  much  in  need  of,  after  long  and  truly  efficient 
services. 

From  the  River  Platte.  By  the  brig  Mentor, 
Wiley,  at  Baltimore,  on  Wednesday,  in  42  days  from 
Montevideo,  the  American  has  received  papers  of  that 
city  to  the  17th  August,  together  with  commercial  ad- 
vices, which  will  be  found  below. 

Attack  on  Montevideo.  Captain  Wiley  reports  that  on 
the  morning  he  sailed  from  Montevideo,  the  invading 
army  (insurgents)  commenced  an  attack  on  the  city  at 
5 o’clock,  A.  M.,  and  continued  until  10,  A.  M.,  when 
they  were  repulsed  with  considerable  Joss.  The  at- 
tacking force  w’as  waiting  the  arrival  of  two  more,  di- 
visions of  their  army,  when  it  was  expected  they  would 
be  able  to  capture  the  city.  The  entrance  of  cattle  in- 
to the  city  was  stopped  the  day  before.  We  have  been 
furnished  with  the  following  extract  from  a letter  dated 
Montevideo,  15 th  August,  1838. 
Our  last  advices  were  of  the  20th  June,  since  when, 
the  blockade  of  Buenos  Ayres  continuing,  all  vessels 
arrived  since  our  last  have  been  obliged  to  remain  at 
this  port  as  before;  but,  notwithstanding,  prices  of  im- 
ports have  been  sustained  better  than  could  have  been 
expected.  This  may  be  partly  attributed  to  rhe  conti- 
nual running  of  small  craft  between  this  and  Buenos 
Ayres  and  other  ports  of  those  provinces,  owing  to  the 
moderation  thus  far  exercised  on  the  part  of  the  French, 
but  should  they  become  more  severe  and  make  prizes 
of  all  they  capture  in  this  traffic,  it  will  reduce  it  very 
much,  and  the  lessened  demand  thereby  will  be  sensi- 
bly felt  in  our  market. 

The  civil  war  here  appeared  lately  to  be  approaching 
a crisis  from  the  reverses  which  the  government  party 
met  with,  and  we  had  hoped  to  have  seen  peace  shortly 
restored.  We  think  this,  however,  very  doubtful  now, 
and  that  it  may  still  be  of  some  duration;  meantime, 
the  opposing  party  are  so  near  as  to  threaten  the  city 
itself  with  a siege. 


Treaty  with  Peru.  Mr.  W.  B.  Hodgson,  who: 
came  passenger  in  the  brig  Cicero,  at  Baltimore  from  ‘ 
Jamaica,  travelled  over  land  from  the  Pacific,  by  way 
of  Panama  and  Chagre?,  and  is  the  bearer  of  the  rati- 
fied treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Peru-Bolivian  confederation.  Mr.  Hodgson  sailed 
from  Callao  on  the  13th  of  July.  Hostilities  still  existed 
between  Peru  and  Chili.  Intelligence  had  been  re- 
ceived at  Lima  from  Valparaiso,  that  the  expedition  for 
the  invasion  of  Peru  would  sail  about  the  20th  of  July. 
It  would  consist  of  4,000  men,  and  its  destination  was 
supposed  to  be  some  port  of  North  Peru.  The  Chilian 
squadron  for  some  weeks  had  been  blockading  the  port 
of  Callao.  The  American  squadron  was  at  Callao. 

Naval.  The  following  late  intelligence  respecting 
the  U.  S.  squadron  in  the  Pacific  was  received  yester- 
day via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  in  a letter  dated 

U.  S.  ship  Lexington,  Panama,  July  27,  1838. 

A considerable  number  of  changes  have  taken  place 
in  this  squadron  since  the  1st  of  July,  a number  of  act- 
ing appointments  having  been  made  by  com.  Ballard 
on  that  day,  to  fill  vacancies,  one  of  which  was  created 
by  the  death  of  lieut.  W.  Ward,  of  the  N.  Carolina, 
who  died  on  board  that  ship,  after  a short  illness,  on 
the  10th  day  of  June. 

We  are  here,  in  14  days  from  Callao,  all  well,  having 
special  messenger  W.  B.  Hodgson,  who  is  on  his  re- 
turn from  Peru,  as  bearer  of  a treaty,  which  he  has  had 
ratified,  between  Peru  and  our  government.  Lieuts. 
Noble  and  Boutwell  are  also  passengers  on  board,  hav- 
ing had  permission  from  the  commodore  to  return  to 
the  United  States,  being  in  ill  health.  They  leave  us 
to-morrow  for  Chagres,  and  we  sail  as  soon  as  we  can 
get  wood  and  water  on  board,  for  the  west  coast  of 
America,  touching  probably  at  Acapulco,  Mazatlan, 
St.  Bias,  Guaymas,  &c.,  and  will  probably  reach  Val- 
paraiso in  January  next,  previous  to  the  N.  Carolina 
sailing  for  the  United  States,  which  it  is  expected  will 
take  place  in  March  next.  We  left  Callao  on  the  13th 
July,  leaving  the  N.  Carolina  and  schr.  Euterprise,  It. 
com..GLENDY,  at  the  Island  of.  San  Lorenzo,  the  first 
overhauling  her  rigging,  the  latter  hove  down  and  un- 
dergoing a thorough  repair.  She  was  found  to  be  in 
very  bad  condition.  The  Falmouth  was  at  Callao,  to 
sail  on  the  14th  for  Valparaiso.  I enclose  you  a list  of 
officers  attached  to  the  different  vessels  of  the  squadron, 
except  those  of  the  Boxer,  which  vessel  we  have  not 
yet  seen,  as  she  sailed  on  a cruise  to  leeward  (N.  W. 
coast  of  America)  early  in  December  last,  and  has  not 
been  heard  of  for  some  4 months  past. 

U.  S.  ship  North  Carolina. 

Commodore  H.  E.  Ballard;  It.  comt.  Thos.  D.  Sel- 
fridge; lieuts.  A.  G.  Slaughter,. Harry  Ingersoll,  T.  A. 
Hunt,  John  P.  Gillis,  Wm.  C.  Chaplin,  Chas.  S.  Boggs, 
Win.  Rogers  Taylor,  (acting;)  fleet  surgeon,  Wm. 
Swift;  surgeon,  Isaac  Brinckerhofl;  assistant  surgeon, 
David  Harlan;  purser,  Joseph  Wilson;  professor  of  ma- 
thematics, Joseph  T.  Huston;  acting  masters,  Charles 
L.  McIntosh  1st,  Benjamin  F.  Shatuck  2d;  lieut.  of 
marines,  A.  II.  Gillespie;  passed  midshipman,  Fabius 
Stanley;  midshipmen,  Jas.  S.  Biddle,  Samuel  C.  Bar- 
ney, Thomas  Dantz,  Thomas  M.  Crossan,  Chas.  Deas, 
Abraham  Haniell,  Thos.  B.  Huger,  Edvvd.  Higgins, 
Francis  K.  Murray,  Wm.  D.  Muse,  James  S.  Ridgely, 
Madison  Rush,  Edwd.  Lloyd  Winder, McLaugh- 

lin; boatswain,  Wm.  Brady;  gunner,  Alex.  Stephen- 
son; carpenter,  Alonzo  Jones;  sailmaker,  Thomas  J. 
Boyce. 

V.  S.  ship  Lexington. 

Captain,  John  H.  Clack;  lieuts.  Owen  Burns,  John 
B.  Cutting,  Wm.  H.  Brown,  (acting;)  master,  James 
Madison  Frailey;  surgeon,  Henry  S.  Coulter;  purser, 
Wrn.  P.  Zantziger;  passed  midshipman,  W.  S.  Schenk; 
midshipmen,  Francis  E.  Baker,  Robt.  P.  Lovell,  T.  K. 
Perlee,  P.  C.  Van  Wyck;  assistant  surgeon,  J.  Dickin- 
son Miller;  boatswain,  Win.  Cooper;  gunner,  William 
Burton;  carpenter,  Patrick  Dee;  sailmaker,  Henry  Ba- 
con. 

U.  S.  ship  Falmouth. 

Commander,  Isaac  McKeever;  lieuts.  Wm.  B.  Lyne, 
Lewis  G.  Keith,  John  J.  Glasson,  F.  Piper,  (acting;) 
master,  E.  J.  De  Haven;  surgeon,  William  Whelan; 
purser,  Robert  Petit;  assistant  surgeon,  Charles  W. 
'Pair;  passed  midshipman,  R.  M.  Harvey;  midshipmen, 
Richard  Allison,  C.  Benham,  R.  H.  Getty,  T.  PI.  Pat- 
Jefspn,  Jolui-H.  I’arjker;  boatswain,  D:  S.  Phillips;  car- 
penter, Jolts  Rainbow;  gunner,  Daniel  Jamds;  sailma- 
ker, Wm.  Ward)  - A ' . . . 

U.  S.  schooner  Enterprise.  '■ 

Lienf.  comt.  Wm.  M.  Glcndy;  L'euts.  Barritt  She- 
paid,  James  L.  Henderson;  passed  midshipmen,  Jas. 
L.  Parker,  John  H.  Sherburne;  assistant  surgeon,  S. 
Wilson  Kellogg;  purser,  J.  D.  Gibson;  midshipmen, 
Jos.  Gold,  jr.,  James  L.  Ilammagan,  Westerloo  Van 
Ransselear;  gunner,  Hiram  Layer- 


ELECTION  RETURNS. 

The  following  is  believed  to  be  a correct  exhibit  of 
the  results  of  the  late  elections,  with  the  exception  of 
Maryland,  the  'result  of  which  state  is  noticed  on  the 
first  page. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

According  to  the  “Providence  Journal’’  the  late  elec- 
tion resulted  as  follows: 

The  senate  consisting  of  11  members  is  composed  of 
whfos:  the  house  of  representatives  comprises  46  wliigs, 
25  friends  of  the  administration,  and  one  conservative. 
Whig  majority  on  joint  ballot,  excluding  the  vote  of  the 
conservative,  32.  j 


KENTUCKY. 

The  -“Commonwealth’’  thus  classes  the  members  of 
the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  recently  elected. 


Whigs.  Adm. 

Senate  22  16 

House  of  reps.  68  35 

- 90  51 


Whig  majority  on  joint  ballot,  39. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  official  returns  for  governor  give  the  following 
aggregates. 

Dudley,  (Whig)  38,116 

Branch,  (Ad.)  21,155 

Dudley’-s  majority,  16,961 

The  Whigs  claim  a majority  of  14  in  the  legislature 
on  joint  ballot. 

MISSOURI. 

The  folio  wins:  are  the  aggregates  of  the  official  returns 
fur  members  of  congress. 

Allen,  (Whig)  17,193  Harrison,  (Ad.)  23,425 

Wilson,  (Whig)  16,708  Miller,  (Ad.)  23,187 


33,901  46,612 

Average  majority  of  the  Administration  candidates 
6,355. 

The  state  senate  is  comprised  of  13  Whigs  and  20 
friends  of  the  Administration,  and  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  39  Whigs  and  58  friends  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. Administration  majority  on  joint  ballot  26. — 
Of  the  members  of  the  senate,  1 Whig  and  7 friends 
of  the  Administration  were  elected  in  1836,  and  have 
an  unexpired  term  of  two  years  yet  to  serve. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  the  election  for  governor 
and  lieut.  governor  according  to  the  official  returns: 
Governor.  Lieut.  Governor. 

Carlin,  (Ad.)  30  535  Anderson,  (Ad.)  30,270 

Edwards,  (Whig)  29,539  Davis  (Whig)  28,703 


996  1,567 

The  Chicago  Democrat  says — “The  house  stands  46 
republican,  44  federal  conservative  whigs — and  the 
senate  20  to  20,  with  the  casting  vote  of  the  republican 
lieut.  governor;  or  21  rep.  to  19  fed.  with  the  vote  of  se- 
nator Ross,  who  is  pledged  in  writing  to  support  the 
administration.” 

The  Vandalia  Free  Press,  on  the  other  hand,  says — 
“In  the  legislature  the  parties  will  stand:  in  the  senate. 
Republicans  22,  Van  Buren  16,  Conservatives  2. 

“In  the  house  of  representatives,  Republicans  46, 
Van  Buren  39,  Conservatives  6.’’ 

Messrs.  Reynold,  (Ad.)  Carey,  ( Conservative ) and 
Stuart,  (Whig)  have  been  elected  to  congress.  The 
two  first  are  members  of  the  present  congress,  and  the 
last  is  elected  in  the  place  of  col.  May,  who  was  not  a 
candidate.  Stuart  was  opposed  by  Douglass  (Ad.) 
who,  it  is  said,  will  contest  Mr.  S.’s  seat  in  consequence 
of  some  unfairness  or  informality  in  making  up  the  re- 
turn. 

VERMONT. 

Jennison,  (Whig)  has  been  elected  governor  by  a 
large  majority  over  his  opponent  Bradlev,  (Ad.)  The 
house  of  representatives,  according  to  the  Montpelier 
Watchman,  will  be  thus  divided:  Whigs  156,  Admin- 
istration 70,  Conservalives  3.  Whig  majority  83.  Last 
year  Wliigs  128,  Administration  98.  Whig  majority 
then,  30. — Increase  of  Whig  majority  53. 

The  senate,  in  point  of  numbers,  stands  precisely  the 
same  as  last  year,  viz:  20  Whigs  to  10  friends  of  the 
Administration.  Messrs.  Hall,  Slade,  and  Everett, 
(Whigs)  have  been  re-elected  to  congress  by  large  ma- 
jorities, and  Mr.  Fletcher,  (Ad.)  by  a majority  of  about 
370.  In  the  district  represented  by  Heman  Allen  there 
has  been  no  election.  Mr.  John  Smith,  the  candidate 
of  the  administration  party,  having  received  15  votes 
loss  than  a majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  poll- 
ed. The  New  York  “Express”  gives  the  following  as 
a correct  statement  of  the  votes  in  this  district. 

Ad.  Scat’ring. 

Smith. 

1,542  4 

1,479  22 

559  10 

356  6 

164  3 

4,100  45 

. The  following  is  believed  to  be  a complete  return  of 
the  votes  for  governor,  except  from  seven  small  places 
vvhicli  gave  last  year  33  for  Parks  and  17  for  Kent. 

1837.  1833. 


Parks.'iKent  Scat.  Fair.  Kent. 

Scat. 

York,  complete. 

3,933 

’3,488 

9 5,578  4,581 

7 

Cumberland,  do 

5,078 

5 054 

17  6,516  6,412 

. 61 

Lincoln, 

do 

3,536 

4,716 

46  5,036  5,815 

30 

Hancock, 

do 

2,131 

1,871 

0 2,619  2,313 

11 

Washington 

do 

1,990 

1,875 

6 2,456  2 305 

11 

Kennebec 

do 

3,560 

6.190 

' 17  4,714  7,449 

7 

Oxford, 

do 

3,648 

2,218 

»,  4 5,127  3,025 

4 

Somerset, 

do 

2,531 

3,226 

8 3,900  4,114 

18 

Penobscot,  . 

do 

4,509 

4,305 

57  5,633  4,715 

138 

Waldo, 

do 

2,939 

1,509 

24  4,760  2,176 

40 

33,960 

34,452 

188  46,344  42,905 

327 

The  senate  and  house  of  representatives  are  com- 
prised of  majorities  in  favor  of  the  Administration.  The 
precise  number  we  have  not  seen  stated.  The  friends 


Whig. 

Allen.  Briggs. 

Franklin,  1,096  130 

Chittenden,  1,553  218 

Lamoille,  366  18 

Orleans,  (9  towns  all)  427 
Grand  Isle,  261  1 

3,703  367 

MAINE. 
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of  the  administration  have  also  elected  six  out  of  the 
eight  members  of  congress,  viz: 

1.  Nathan  Clifford,  vice  John  Fairfield. 

2.  Albert  Smith,  vice  F.  J.  O.  Smith. 

3.  Benjamin  Randall,  vice  Jonathan  Cilley. 

4.  George  Evans,  re-elected. 

5.  Virgil  D.  Parris,  re-elected. 

6.  Plugh  J.  Anderson,  re-elected. 

7.  Joshua  A.  Lowell,  vice  Joseph  C.  Noyes. 

8.  Thomas  Davce,  re-elected. 

[The  Whigs  are  Messrs.  Randall  and  Kuans.] 


THE  INDIANS  IN  THE  WEST,  &c. 

From  the  St.  Louis  Republican,  September  14. 

We  publish  below  a copy  of  the  letter  of  the  secre- 
tary of  war  to  gen.  Gaines,  and  a copy  -of  a late  de- 
spatch from  gen.  Gaines  to  the  department,  giving  his 
reasons  for  not  attending  the  council.  The  conduct  of 
the  Chcrokees  in  this  matter  is  somewhat  singular,  and 
their  refusal  to  give  any  explanation  of  then  intentions 
is,  at  least,  ground  sufficient  to  justify  the  government 
in  keeping  a vigilant  eye  upon  their  movements.  That 
there  are  great  heart-burnings  and  much  discontent 
amongst  them,  we  have  the  assurance  of  individuals 
who  have  lately  been  with  them.  The  movement  of 
gen.  Gaines  will  not  be  without  its  effect,  in  keeping 
them  still,  and  suppressing  any  hostile  intentions  they 
may  have  entertained. 

OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

War  department,  August  25,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  8th  inst.,  covering  one  from  lieut.  col. 
Mason,  of  the  1st  dragoons. 

The  information  communicated  by  that  officer  is 
calculated  to  rouse  our  vigilance,  and  every  effort  ought 
to  be  made  to  ascertain  the  motives  and  real  object  of 
those  movements  among  the  Indians.  But  upon  mere 
rumor  and  conjecture,  however  plausible,  the  execu- 
tive does  not  think  itself  authorized  to  adopt  the  mea- 
sure you  propose.  Indeed,  the  president  has  no  longer 
the  legal  power  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers,  the 
law  that  conferred  it  having  expired  on  the  1st  of  May 
last. 

The  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs  has  been  in- 
structed to  direct  the  agents  of  the  U.  S.  to  proceed  to 
the  council  ground  without  delay,  and  to  demand  an 
explanation  of  these  movements  among  the  bordering 
tribes;  and  you  will  be  pleased  to  cause  a sufficient  es- 
cort of  dragoons  to  accompany  him- 

■The  regular  force  in  your  division  shall  be  augment- 
ed as  soon  as  it  is  practicable  to  do  so;  and  the  depart- 
ment reposes  on  your  vigilance  to  be  informed  of  all 
further  hostile  indications  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  or, 
that  frontier. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  groat  respect,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

To  maj.  gen.  Gaines,  commanding  western  division  U. 
S.  army,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Head  quarters,  western  division , 
Steamboat  Platte,  near  Boonville,  Sept  10,  1833. 

Sir:  I had  the  honor,  in  the  last  month,  to  notify 
our  excellency  of  the  invitation  given  by  the  Chero- 
ees  to  the  chiefs  and  principal  braves  of  the  Indian 
nations  inhabiting  the  country  near  our  western  fron- 
tier, north  of  Red  river,  (excepting  the  03ages  and  Kan- 
sas,) to  attend  a great  council,  to  be  holden  about  the 
11th  of  the  present  month,  at  the  Cherokee  council 
house,  on  the  waters  of  the  Arkansas. 

Having  intimated  to  the  war  department  my  inten- 
tion to  visit  the  council,  I deemed  it  advisable  first  to 
ascertain  whether  the  chiefs  of  the  nations  west  of  the 
state  of  Missouri  would,  or  would  not,  attend. 

I have  now  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to  your  ex- 
cellency the  fact,  that  two  of  the  most  respectable  of 
these  nations,  namely,  the  Delawares  and  Shawnees, 
have  positively  refused  to  comply  with  the  invitation 
of  the  Cherokees  to  attend  the  council;  and  that  these 
nations  have  assigned  for  their  non-attendance  the  very 
prudent  reason  that  the  Cherokees,  in  their  invitation, 
had  failed  to  explain  to  the  nations  invited  the  object  of 
the  intended  council.  It  was  therefore  inferred  by  the 
Delawares  and  Shawnees  that  the  nation  calling  the 
council  had  some  sinister  motive  in  this  artful  conceal- 
ment, such  as  might  give  just  cause  of  offence  to  the 
United  States.  They  had,  therefore,  unanimously  de- 
termined not  to  attend  the  “great  council.” 

Lieutenant  colonel  Mason  reports  to  me  that  he  had 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  whether  the  chiefs  or  braves 
of  any  of  the  nations  west  or  northwest  of  the  stale  of 
Missouri  had  consented  to  attend,  but.be  was  under 
the  impression  that  most  of  them  would  follow  the 
praiseworthy  example  of  th£  Delawares  and  Shawnees 
and  not  attend  the  council.  Such  a determination 
would  effectually  prostrate  any  hostile  schemes  which 
the  Mexican  party  of  the  Cherokees  may  have  had  in 
view  against  our  frontier. 

Believing  the  conduct  of  these  friendly  Indians,  on 
this  occasion,  will  operate  as  a salutary  rebuke  upon 
the  restless  and  intriguing  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
and  their  old  frieftds,  the  faithless  part’of  the  Creeks 
and  Seminoles — a rebuke  well  calculated  to  restrain, 
effectually,  their  spirit  of  intrigue  and  hostility — and 
deeming  the  moral  effect  of  such  a rebuke,  coming 
from  their  red  neighbors,  to  be  altogether  better  than  if 
it  had  come  from  me,  or  from  any  other  officer  of  the 
government,  I have  determined  not  to  pay  so  much  re- 
spect to  the  “great  council”  .as  to  make  it  the  visit  which 
I had  intended. 


Brigadier  general  Arbuckle,  the  commanding  gene- 
ral of  the  second  department  of  this  division  of  the 
army,  is  stationed  near  the  spot  where  the  council  is 
to  be  held;  and,  having  been  for  some  years  past  on 
duty  near  the  southern  Indians, is  well  acquainted  with 
the  character  of  their  chiefs,  and  will  not  fail  to  inform 
himself  of  their  designs,  and  keep  them  in  check.  I 
expect  soon  to  receive  his  report  of  their  conduct  in  the 
great  council,  and,  should  it  contain  any  thing  particu- 
larly interesting  to  the  state  of  Missouri,  I will  lose  no 
time  in  sending  you  a copy. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 
Major  general  U.  S.  army,  commanding. 


THE  MORMON  DIFFICULTIES. 

From  the  St.  Louis  Republican. 

We'  have  nothing  later  from  Daviess  county  than 
the  14th.  At  that  time  the  militia  from  Clay,  Saline, 
Jackson,  and  some  other  counties,  were  collecting  in 
Daviess  and  Carroll,  but  no  decisive  steps  had  been 
taken  on  either  side.  We  copy  below  an  article  from 
the  Western  Star,  (published  at  Liberty,  in  Clay  coun- 
ty,) of  the  14th,  which  shows  the  origin  and  progress 
of  the  difficulty.  We  have  heard  a number  of  verbal 
reports,  but  nothing  that  can  be  relied  on,  so  we  prefer 
waiting  for  more  positive  intelligence.  The  remarks 
of  the  Star  are  arp  as  follows: 

We  desire  in  the  statement  we  are  about  to  make  to 
give  a true  narrative  of  the  causes  which  have  produced 
the  difficulty  between  the  Mormons  and  the  citizens  of 
Daviess  county,  as  well  as  to  give  all  that  has  occurred 
respecting  the  movements  of  both  parties  since  the  first 
difficulty  took  place. 

At  the  election  in  Daviess  county  a citizen  objected  to 
a Mormon’s  voting,  which  brought  about  angry  words. 
The  Mormon  was  struck  with  a club,  and,  in  return, 
used  the  same  weapon  himself,  and,  before  the  affair 
terminated,  several  on  both  sides  were  engaged,  and 
knives  freely  used.'  No  person  was  killed,  but  some  cut 
and  bruised. 

The  excitement  did  not  terminate  with  the  fight. — 
Shortly  afterwards,  Joe  Smith.  Lyman  Wight,  and 
other  Mormon  leaders,  collected  a large  force  in  Cald- 
well, and  went  into  Daviess  county  to  protect  the  Mor- 
mons residing  there.  They  went  armed  and-equipped 
for  war,  but  tney  say  their  intentions  were  peace;  and, 
if  what  we  hear  be  true  respecting  the  paper  which  they 
presented  to  Adam  Black,  a justice  of  the  peace,  for 
his  signature,  a’ very  different  face  has  been  placed  upon 
the  transaction  to  what  B.  has  sworn.to.  The  paper. 
Smith  presented  to»Black  was  to  the  effect  that  inas- 
much as  it  was  anticipated' that  difficulties  would  grow 
out  of  the  fight  at  the  election,  between  the  Mormons 
and  the  citizens  of  Daviess,  he  (Black)  as  a justice  of  the 
peace  pledged  himself  that  he  would  take  lawful  notice 
of  any  unlawful  proceedings  of  either  party — Smith  re- 
presenting to  Black  that  if  he  would  sign  such  a paper, 
he  would  show  it  to  his  own  people,  and  to  others,  and 
that  it  would  have  an  effect  to  prevent  difficulties. 

We  understand  that  the  facts  illicited  at  the  trial 
of  Smith  and  Wight  (who  gave  themselves  up,  and 
were  heard  before  the  judge  of  our  circuit  court  last 
week)  completely  stamped  the  certificate  of  Black, 
Comstock,  and  others,  with  falsehood.  After  the  trial 
of  Smith  and  Wight,  it  was  believed  that  difficulties 
had  ceased;  but  not  so.  The  people  of  Daviess  county 
had  sent  letters  and  messengers  to  other  counties,  in 
order  to  raise  men  to  drive  all  the  Mormons  out  of  Da- 
viess, and  manyfrom  other  counties  had  gone  to  their 
aid.  The  Mormons,  seeing  this,  made  preparations 
also.  When,  seeing  the  crisis  at  which  things  were 
arriving,  the  judge  of  our  circuit,  hon.  Austin  A.  King, 
directed  gen.  D.  R.  Atchinson  to  raise  one  thousand 
men  in  his  division,  and  forthwith  march  them  into 
Daviess,  to  keep  the  peace,  and  prevent  bloodshed. 

Two  hundred  men  from  Clay,  under  the  command 
of  brigadier  general  Doniphan,  major  Lightburne,  and 
captains  Moss,  Whittington,  and  Price,  marched  out 
on  yesterday  and  the  day  before. 

We  are  not  apprehensive  that  any  thing  serious  will 
take  place,  though  both  parties  have  become  much  ex- 
cited. Both  sides  are  to  blame,  but  our  opinion  is  that, 
the  Mormons  are  the  aggressors.,  LJntil  the. fourth' of 
July  we  heard  df  no  threats  being  made>  against  them 
in  any  quartet.  The  peojvlc  haffmjl  Jsewrme  reconciled 
to  let  them  remain  where  they*  are,  and,  indeed,  were 
disposed  to  lend  (hem  a helping  hand.  But  one  Sidney 
Rigdon,  in  order  to  show  himself  a great  man,  collected 
them  all  together,  in  the  town  of  Far  West,  on  the  fourth 
of  July,  and  there  delivered  a speech  containing  the 
essence  of,  if  not  treason  ..itself.  This  speech  was  not 
only  published  in  the  newspapers,  but  handbills  were 
struck  for  distribution  in  Caldwell  and  Daviess  coun- 
ties. We  have  not  the  speech  now  before  us,  but  we 
recollect,  amongst  other  threats,  that  the  author  said: 
“We  will  not  suffer  any  vexatious  law  suits  with  our 
people,  nor  will  we  suffer  any  person  to  come  into  our 
streets  and  abuse  them.”  Now,  if  this  is  not  a mani- 
festation of  a disposition  to  prevent-  the  force  of  law, 
we  do  not  know  what  is.  It  is  also  true  that  when  the 
Mormons  left  this  county,  they  agreed  to  settle  in,  and 
confine  themselves  to  a district  of  country,  which  has 
since  been  formed  into  the  county  of  Caldwell;  but 
they  have  violated  that  agreement,  and  are  spreading 
over  Daviess,  Clinton,  Livingston,  jand  Carroll.  Such 
a number  had  settled  in  Daviess,  that  the  old  inhab- 
itants were  apprSheflsive  they  would  be  governed  soon 
by  the  revelations  of  the  prophet,  Joe  Smith,  and 


hence  their  anxiety  to  rid  themselves  of  such  an  incu- 
bus. 

So  manv  reports  are  in  circulation  relative  to  battles 
fought,  and  men  on  both  sides  being  killed  and  cap- 
tured, that  it  is  hard  to  get  at  the  truth.  We  are  cer- 
tain, however,  that,  up  to  yesterday,  no  person  had 
been  killed.  Three  men  from  Ray  county  were  cap- 
tured by  the  Mormons,  and  some  fifty  guns  taken. — 
The  men  are  in  confinement  (or,  rather,  are  guarded 
and  kept)  in  the  town  of  Far  West,  and  it  is  said  the 
people  of  Daviess  have  captured  one  Mormon. 

General  Doniphan,  in  some  remarks  made  to  the 
company  which  went  out  from  this  count}',  said  that 
the  men  and  arms  captured  by  the  Mormons  would  bie 
demanded,  as  also  the  Mormon  captive  in  Daviess. — 
Should  the  Mormons  refuse  to  give  up  the  men  and 
arms,  the  worst  consequences  must  follow. 

We  hope  and  believe  they  will  not  be  so  blinded  as 
to  refuse;  but,  if  they  should,  we  can  tell  thfiirt  that 
“war  to  the  knife’’  will  be  waged  against  them,  and 
they  will  no  longer  be  suffered  to  remain  in  the  state. 
We  rely  greatly  upon  the  standing  and  influence  of 
generals  Atchinson  and  Doniphan,  as  well  as  the  other 
gentlemen  who  have  gone  out,  to  bring  this  matter  to  a 
peaceable  termination. 

The  Mormons.  From  the  St.  Louis  Rcpmblican 
Sept.  19.  We  had  hoped  that  this  difficulty  was  at  an 
end;  but  more  recent  intelligence  leaves  no  doubt  of 
the  quarrel  being  of  a more  serious  character  than  was 
at  first  anticipated.  Below  we  give  an  extract  from  a 
letter  written  by  a respectable  gentleman  in  Lexington, 
and  addressed  to  a citizen  of  this  city.  This  account 
of  the  state  of  affairs  is  truly  alarming.  The  writer 
says:  “Great  excitement  prevails  the  other  side  of  the 
river  against  the  Mormons — they  are  all  up  in  arms, 
and  have,  we  understand  this  morning,  had  some  fight- 
ing, which  resulted  in  the  killing  of  a few  of  both  par- 
ties. The  citizens  of  Ray  county  sent  a wagon-load 
of  arms  and  ammunition,  to  the  citizens  of  Daviess,  for 
the  purpose  of  defending  themselves.  On  their  way 
out,  they  were  captured  by  a company  of  Mormons, 
and  taken  to  Far  West.  A committee  has  this  morn- 
ing arrived  from  the  other  side  asking  for  men  to  assist 
them  in  the  protection  of  their  property.  We  learn 
from  the  clerk  of  the  steamboat  Howard,  which  came 
down  yesterday,  that  a report  was  circulating  along 
the  Missouri  river  that  the  Mormons  had  fortified  their 
town,  (Far  West,)  and  were  determined  to  hold  out. 
They  were  stated  to  be  about  one  thousand  strong,  and 
well  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition. 

The  Boonsville  Emigrant  says:  from  the  best  infor- 
mation we  can  obtain,  the  Mormons  are  from  1,500  to 
2,000  fighting  men:  and  it  is  stated  upon  good  authori- 
ty that  a large  emigrating  party  of  Mormons  are  now 
on  their  way  from  Canada  to  join  their  friends  in  Mis- 
souri, which  will  increase  their  force,  so  as  to  make 
them  very  formidable:  if  this  war  should  break  out,  it 
must  become  a war  of  extermination,  as  the  Mormons 
are  desperate,  and  rendered  more  so  by  the  fanatical 
spirit  infused  into  them  by  that  arch-deceiver,  Joe 
Smith,  under  whose  banner  they  act,  and  by  whose 
malign  influence  they  are  misguided,  and  ready  for  any 
act  of  desperation.  Their  disorderly  conduct  for  months 
past,  has  so  exasperated  the  people  that  they  can  no 
longer  tolerate  or  permit  them  to  remain  among  them. 

The  Missouri  Watchman  (published  in  Jefferson 
city)  of  the  20ih  ult.  says — 
information  has  been  received  by  express,  from 
judge  King,  who  presides  in  the  circuit  where  the  diffi- 
culty exists,  that  an  insurrection  is  now  actually  on  foot 
in  the  counties  of  Caldwell  and  Daviess.  The  same 
information  has  just  been  received  from  gen.  Atchinson, 
who  is  now  at  Richmond,  with  250  men,  and  intends 
proceeding  immediately  to  the  scene  of  difficulty.  Gen. 
A.  has  ordered  out  four  hundred  more  men  from  his 
division.  In  consequence  of  this  information,  the  go- 
vernor has,  by  expresses,  ordered  general’s  .Grant,  of 
Boone,  to  have  three  hundred  men,  Clark,  of  Howard, 
to  have  five  hundred  men,  Lucas,  of  Jackson,  four  hun- 
dred men,  and  Crowther,  of  Cooper,  four  hundred  men 
organized  and  to  march  immediately  to  the  scene  of 
difficulty,  to  suppress  the  insurrection  and  restore  or- 
der to  the  community.  Gen.  Atchinson  states  that  the 
men  now  under  arms  in  Daviess  and  Caldwell,  are 
not  less  than  2,000;  the  greater  part  of  whom  are  Mor- 
mons and  the  balance  citizens. 

The  governor  has  also  ordered  out  the  Boonville 
Guards,  to  be  in  readiness  to  join  him  at  Boonville 
on  Saturday  or  Sunday  next  and  march  with  him  to 
the  scene  of  operation.  The  governor,  adjutant  gener- 
al, and  two  aids  leave  this  morning. 

Major  general  Bolton  will  also  repair  to  the  scene  of 
action  with  some  two  hundred  volunteers  from  this 
county,  in  two  or  three  days. 

The  only  object  of  the  commander-in-chief  seems  to 
be  to  prevent  the  shedding  of  blood  and  restore  order  to 
the  community. 

The  citizens  in  that  quarter  may  now  rest  assured 
that  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  will  be  enforced  and 
themselves  protected  in  their  rights. 


PENNSYLVANIA  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 

A letter  from  the  hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  the  inde- 
fatigable member  of  congress  from  Ohio,  to  a gentle- 
man in  this  city  in  relation  to  this  important  public 
work  has  been  put  into  our  hands,  which  we  deem  of 
sufficient  general  interest  to  our  citizens  to  lay  before 
them  the  following  extracts,  although  not  written  for 
publication. 
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“When  the  stock  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  ca- 
nal was  subscribed,  I expected  the  canal  would  be  com- 
pleted during  the  second  year.  Two  causes  have  ope- 
rated to  retard  the  work — the  loss  of  confidence  in  the 
stockholders  in  Philadelphia,  arising  in  some  measure, 
if  not  principally  from  the  uselessness  of  many  other 
works,  which  had  been  commenced  in  the  heyday  of 
prosperity,  and  from  the  embarrassed  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  country.  Capitalists  are  generally  cau- 
tious, prudent  men,  and  this  is  particularly  the  character 
of  the  Philadelphians.  They  have  either  inherited 
their  property  from  money-making,  and  money-saving 
ancestors,  who  instructed  their  children  to  practice  the 
good  old  adage  that  a “penny  saved  is  worth  two  pence 
earned’’  or  they  have  earned  their  fortunes  themselves, 
and  duly  estimate  them.  Philadelphia  contains  very 
few  speculators,  who  are  rich  one  day  and  poor  the 
next.  It  was  reasonable  that  the  stockholders  should 
distrust  a work  they  had  not  seen,  when  so  many  pro- 
jects were  found  to  be  visionary  and  useless.  If  they 
had  sent  a deputation  here,  when  their  confidence  be- 
gan to  yield  to  fear,  I am  satisfied  they  would  have 
promptly  paid  up  their  instalments,  as  they  fell  due  un- 
less in  some  instances,  the  serious  embarrassments  that 
have  blasted  the  hopes  of  many  discreet  persons,  had 
prevented. 

“The  section  through  which  the  canal  passes,  is  as 
little  interested  in  the  construction  of  the  work,  as  any 
part  of  the  country.  I do  not  mean  to  underale  the 
importance  of  the  canal  to  us,  but  Pittsburgh  and  Phil- 
adelphia are  vastly  more  interested  in  its  completion 
than  we  are.  The  entire  country  to  the  northwest,  is 
more  interested  in  its  completion  than  this  part  of  the 
state.  It  is  the  only  communication  by  which  Phila- 
delphia can  reach  the  north  west  trade  to  advantage. — 
Some  years  ago,  I wrote  a letter  to  a gentleman  in 
Pittsburgh,  and  in  remarking  on  the  advantages  of  this 
line  of  communication  to  Philadelphia,  I stated  I had 
no  doubt  that  if  the  city  of  Philadelphia  would  con- 
struct this  canal,  the  increase  of  business  would  be 
such  that  the  city  would  be  fully  reimbursed  for  the 
expense,  laying  out  of  view,  the  collection  of  tolls  alto- 
gether. 

“The  canal,  however,  cannot  but  be  a source  of  pro- 
fit to  the  stockholders.  No  one  acquainted  with  the 
northern  part  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  with 
Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  can  hesitate  a moment  to 
believe,  that  the  produce  that  will  be  poured  into  Phila- 
delphia, through  this  canal,  will  astonish  its  citizens. — 
The  globe  does  not  furnish  on  its  surface,  the  same 
connected  area  of  good  land.  Every  acre  of  this  vast 
region  is  arable,  and  the  population  must  be  dense. — 
The  produclions  will  be  immense,  and  the  consump- 
tion of  merchandize  will  be  proportionably  great.  If 
the  Pennsylvania  canal  was  extended  to  Erie,  and  there 
was  no  other  waler  communication,  it  would  transport 
a part  of  the  productions  of  the  north  west  to  the  Ohio, 
but  the  course  of  trade  as  low  down  the  lake  as  Erie, 
is  through  Buffalo  to  New  York. 

“The  lake  at  Cleveland  is  free  front  ice  for  many 
days  before  it  is  at  Erie,  and  this  will  give  a decided 
advantage  to  the  Pennsylvania  and  Mahoning  canal, 
over  all  other  improvements  to  the  east  of  it.  They 
could  never  compete  with  any  hope  of  success,  with 
this  canal  for  the  Ohio  trade,  and  only  partially  for  the 
north  western  trade.  I own  no  property  on  the  canal, 
nor  near  it,  and  I think  I can  speak  of  it  free  from  all 
interested  motives,  and  I do  not  hesitate  to  say,  I am 
not  acquainted  with  any  line  of  canal  of  greater  im- 
portance to  the  co  .ntry  at  large,  nor  with  one  that  will 
be  more  productive  of  gain  to  the  stockholders.’’ 

We  not  only  concur  in  the  opinions  above  expressed 
by  Mr.  Whittlesey,  as  to  the  importance  of  this  work 
to  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh,  and  of  its 
roductiveness  to  the  stockholders  when  completed, 
ut  we  regard  its  speedy  completion  ofgreater  moment 
to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  than  any  work  in  which 
she  is  now  engaged.  Every  year  it  is  delayed  the  state 
sustains  a loss  of  revenue  equal  to  the  amount  which 
would  accrue  from  the  additional  business  it  would  in- 
troduce upon,  and  pass  through  her  extensive  line  of 
improvements  now  in  operation. 

The  amount  which  is  annually  paid  by  the  citizens 
of  Ohio,  for  the  transportation  of  property  on  the  New 
York  canal,  'has  been  variously  estimated  at  from  $150,- 
000  to  $200,000. 

The  public  improvements  of  Pennsylvania  already 
extend  from  this  city  to  Pittsburgh,  and  up  the  valley  of 
the  Big  Beaver,  to  within  ten  miles  of  the  state  line, 
and  within  about  eighty  miles  of  the  Ohio  canal.  By 
a glance  at  the  map,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  nearest 
point  at  which  Lake  Erie  can  be  reached  by  a direct 
line  from  Pittsburgh  or  the  mourh  of  the  Big  Beaver,  is 
at  Cleveland,  the  northern  termination  of  the  Ohio  ca- 
nal. The  Mahoning  on  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal, 
intersects  the  Ohio  canal,  at  Akron,  about  40  miles 
south  of  Cleveland,  and  from  that  point,  opens  a com- 
munication with  this  city  by  way  of  Pittsburgh  and  the 
public  improvements  of  our  state,  about  240  miles  nearer 
than  to  New  York  by  the  N.  Y canal.  By  this  chan- 
nel the  produce  of  the  upper  lakes,  could  reach  this 
city,  from  2 to  5 weeks  earlier  in  the  spring,  and  the 
commerce  which  now  passes  Akron  on  its  way  to  New 
York,  would  be  interrupted  and  drawn  to  this  nearer 
and  more  accessible  market. 

The  utility  and  value  of  all  public  improvements  are 
increased  in  a kind  of  geometrical  ratio,  with  their  ex- 
tension. A canal  extending  one  hundred  miles  into 
the  interior  of  a country,  would  be  four  fold  more  pro- 
ductive. than  if  it  were  only  50  miles  in  length. 


By  the  completion  of  this  work,  the  entire  line  of  the 
Ohio  canal,  from  the  southern  extremity  of  that  slate, 
would  be  added  to  the  Pennsylvania  improvements  on 
the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other,  it  would  open  a direct 
communication  with  the  great  chain  of  western  lakes, 
more  accessible  to  the  seaboard,  than  any  other  in  use 
or  in  contemplation. 

With  these  facts  before  us,  which  are  apparent  from 
observations,  and  on  inspection  of  the  map  of  our  coun- 
try, we  cannot  suppress  the  conviction,  that  this  route 
will  become  the  great  thoroughfare,  through  which 
those  extensive  regions  bordering  on  the  western  lakes, 
will  send  their  agricultural  productions  to  market,  and 
receive  their  supplies  of  mercandize  in  return.  The 
demand  for  coal,  glass,  iron,  nails,  castings  aad  heavy 
machinery  for  steamboats,  which  is  already  extensive 
and  rapidly  increasing  with  the  settlement  of  the  coun- 
try must  be  supplied  from  Pittsburgh  and  its  vicinity  to 
an  immense  extent.  The  state  of  Ohio  has  heretofore 
evinced  her  confiidence  in  the  utility  of  this.enterprize, 
and  her  desire  to  see  this  new  channel  opened  to  her 
commerce  by  subscribing  for  one  third  of  its  cost  on 
condition  that  the  residue  is  raised  by  the  stockholders. 
We  understand  that  efforts  are  now  making  in  this 
city,  to  secure  the  amount  necessary  for  its  completion 
the  ensuing  season,  and  we  confidently  trust,  that  a 
work  of  such  vital  importance  to  Philadelphia,  and  the 
slate  at  large,  which  also  promises  such  sure  returns, 
will  not  be  retarded  beyond  another  year  for  want  of 
the  necessary  means  of  completing  it.  [ Phila . paper. 


BANKS  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

New  Orleans , 1 9th  June,  1833. 

N.  Biddle,  esq.  president  of  the  V.  S.  bank  of  Penn. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  committee  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you,  enclosed  herewith,  certain  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  presidents  of  the  banks  of  this  city,  on 
the.  16th  inst. 

The  preamble  and  resoutions  are  perhaps  sufficient 
ly  explanatory  to  render  any  comments  on  them  by  the 
undersigned  unnecessary;  nevertheless  they  will  make 
a few  remarks  in  order  to  convey  a more  distinct  un- 
derstanding of  their  object. 

Identified  with  tne  agricultural  and  commercial  in- 
terests of  our  common  country,  the  banks  of  Louisiana, 
sometime  before  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  in 
May,  1837,  adopted  a policy  similar  to  that  so  efficient- 
ly maintained  by  your  institution.  They  depended 
with  confidence  on  the  unbounded  resources  of  an  en- 
lightened and  industrious  people,  for  the  remedy  of  the 
evils  indicted  on  them  by  those  whose  duty  it  was  to 
foster  and  protect  their  interests;  after  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments  occurred,  they  looked  forward,  as 
they  do  now,  to  the  removal  of  the  causes  which  had 
produced  it,  as  indispensably  necessary  before  the  pay- 
ments in  specie  could  be  resumed  with  advantage  to 
the  community  or  with  safety  to  themselves. 

Until  the  establishment  of  a national  bank,  the  uni- 
versal confidence  accorded  to  the  notes  of  your  institu- 
tion, renders  them  an  efficient  substitute  to  a na- 
tional currency;  and  it  is  deemed  indispensable  to  a 
permanent  resumption  in  January  next,  to  have  an 
understanding  with  you  by  which  an  amount  ol  your 
notes  may  be  furnished,  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands 
that  would  otherwise  have  to  be  paid  in  specie  by  our 
banks. 

At  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  as  you  are  aware,  the 
balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  the  west  amounts  .to  from 
three  to  five  millions  of  dollars:  a large  portion  of  this  is 
taken  in  small  sums  by  persons  who,  possessing  little 
knowledge  of  bills  of  exchange  or  bank  checks,  take 
nothing  but  specie  or  United  States  bank  notes,  which 
latter  they  prefer;  this  demand  alone  is  sufficient  to 
drain  the  vaults  of  our  banks.  It  is  true  that  they 
could  be  replenished  from  other  sources;  and  were  this 
demand  the  result  of  an  actual  want  of  specie  in  the 
west  it  would  be  the  legitimate  source  of  supply.  But 
as  it  arises  from  the  circumstance  that  the  notes  of  our 
banks  do  not  pass  current  in  those  states,  and  that 
notes  of  general  circulation  cannot  be  had,  the  interests 
of  the  community  could  be  in  no  manner  benefited  by 
this  periodical  drain  of  specie  from  Louisiana.  Indeed 
it  is  very  easy  to  prove  that  the  substitution  of  a paper 
of  general  circulation  for  the  payment  of  these  balances, 
is,eminently  beneficial  to  all  the  interests  concerned. 

The  United  States  bankof  Pennsylvania  alone,  at  this 
time,  possesses  the  ability  to  furnish  such  a Currency; 
and  the  undersigned  deem  it  unnecessary  to  demon- 
strate to  you,  that  in  supplying  an  amount  of  notes  suffi- 
cient to  meet  these  and  similar  demands,  and  to  re-; 
ceive  therefor  European  and  eastern  exchange  drawn 
against  our  exports,  while  you  would  effectually  contri- 
bute to  advance  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  you  would 
with  equal  certainty  consult  the  interests  of  the  institu- 
tion over  which  you  preside. 

Referring  you,  sir,  to  the  enclosed  resolutions,  and 
requesting  a reply  at  your  convenience,  we  are,  with 
great  consideratfon  and  tespect. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

SAMUEL.!.  PETERS,  j ~ 

President  City  bank.  I cr 

BENJAMIN  STORY,  I | 

President  bank  of  Louisiana.  { a.- 

H.  LAVERGNE,  £ 

Pres.  Consolid.  association.  J 

Bank  of  the  U.  S.  Sept.  8th,  1838. 

Dear  sir:  I have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
favor  of  the  10th  ult.  with  a copy  of  the  letter  from 
Messrs.  Story,  Lavergne  and  yourself,  on  the  subject  of 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  of  New 


Orleans.  As  that  letter  contained  no  specific  informa- 
tion as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  co-operation  of 
this  bank  was  desired,  it  has  been  held  under  consi- 
deration until  similar  arrangements  were  made  in 
other  quarters  of  much  greater  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment, and  until  the  approach  of  the  season  of  business 
should  show  more  distinctly  what  was  needed  at  New 
Orleans,  and  how  the  bank  could  be  most  useful  there. 
That  time  has  arrived.  The  object  of  this  bank  for  a 
year  past  has  been  to  defer  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, until  it  could  be  safe  and  general  throughout  the 
union, — and  for  that  purpose  not  to  commence  before 
the  southern  and  southwestern  states  had  reached  so 
near  their  cpming  crops  as  to  be  sustained  by  them  in 
resuming,  either  directly,  or  with  the  aid  of  a short  an- 
ticipation. The  period  fixed  by  the  (your)  late  con- 
vention seems  adapted  for  that  purpose;  which  this 
bank  has  endeavored  to  facilitate  by.  two  measures — 
first,  by  large  loans  to  banks  in  those  states  where  the 
difficulty  of  resumption  was  greatest;  and  second,  by 
advances  to  the  government,  whose  disbursements  are 
spread  mainly  over  the  south  and  west.  To  these  must 
be  added  the  habitual  business  and  issues  of  the  bank 
in  those  sections,  which,  combined  with  the  extraneous 
issues  just  mentioned,  will  supply  a demand  on  the 
northern  Atlantic  cities  of  many  millions  furnished  by 
this  bank  alone,  besides  similar  resources  from  other 
parts  of  the  union  as  well  as  from  Europe,  and  the 
great  mass  of  claims  which  your  exports  are  already 
beginning  to  accumulate  there.  New  Orleans  is  in  the 
midst  of  all  these  operations,  and  will  have  an  ample 
share  of  them. 

The  improvement  in  the  currency  around  her,  will 
lessen  the  labor  of  rectifying  herown;  and  without  pre- 
suming to  offer  an  opinion  upon  a subject  of  which  the 
committee  of  presidents  have  so  much  more  means, 
and  more  ability,  to  judge  than  I have,  it  appears  to  me 
that  you  have  now  reached  a period  of  the  season,  when, 
with  the  extraordinary  advantages,  which  nature  and 
industry  have  bestowed  on  New  Orleans  a resumption 
of  specie  payments  would  soon  be  safe,  easy,  and  bene- 
ficial. In  that  ffood  work,  the  co-operaiion  of  this  bank 
will  be  cheerfully  given.  In  addition  to  the  indirect  fa- 
cilities which  I have  just  stated,  we  are  preparing  a large 
amount  of  the  issues  of  the  bank,  which  will  be  sent  to 
New  Orleans  with  instructions  to  use  them  freely,  not 
only  in  the  immediate  business  of  the  bank,  but  when- 
ever they  can  be  made  to  contribute  to  the  defence  of 
the  banks  of  New  deans.  This  effort,  I pray  you  to 
believe,  will  be  as  cordial  as,  1 trust,  it  may  be  effectual. 

Tiie  Bank  of  the  United  States  has,  in  some  forms  of 
its  existence,  been  connected  with  New  Orleans  from 
almost  its  first  introduction  into  the  American  family, 
and  feels  a deep  interest  in  its  prosperity,  which  we 
shall  always  be  ready  and  willing  to  promote. 

With  great  respect,  yours, 

N.  BIDDLE,  president. 

Sam'l.  J.  Peters,  esq.  chairman  committee  of  banks  of  N. 

Orleans,  La. 

At  a meeting  of  the  presidents  of  the  banks  of  this 
city,  on  Tuesday  the  18;h  of  September — it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  communication  of  the  president  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  at  Philadelphia,  of  the 
8th  instant,  offering  to  co  operate  with  the  banks  of  this 
city,  in  resuming  their  payments  in  specie  at  an  early 
day,  and  proffering  the  cordial  assistance  of  that  insti- 
tution in  maintaining  thereafter  specie  payments,  fully 
meets  the  views  of  the  board  of  presidents  of  the  banks 
of  New  Orleans,  and  confirms  their  exalted  opinion  of 
the  enlightened  and  patriotic  policy,  for  which  that  in- 
stitution is  so  jusily  distinguished. 

Be  it  resolved,  unanimously— 

That  the  first  Monday  in  January  next,  be  and  is 
hereby  fixed  as  the  day  of  general  and  unconditional 
resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  of  this 
city,  of  all  their  obligations,  and  each  bank  is  hereby 
recummended  to  adopt  a resolution  to  that  effect  with- 
out delay,  and  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  board  of 
presidents. 

B.  MILLIGAN, 

Chairman  of  the  board  of  presidents. 

Chas.  Briggs,  secretary. 


THE  GLOBE  AND  THE  NAVY. 

MEETING  OF  OFFICERS  AT  PENSACOLA. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  a meeting  of  officers  of 
the  navy,  now  on  this  station,  convened  at  Collin’s 
hotel,  on  Wednesday  afternoou,  the  25ih  inst.  Th& 
meeting  was  organized,  and  lieut.  George  M.  Hooa 
called,  to  the  chair,  and  passed  mid.  George  J.  Wyche 
appointed  secretary. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That,  tr  committee  of  four  be  appointed  by 
the  chairman,  to  call  on  commodore  Dallas,  and  invite 
him,  in  the  name  of  the  meeting,  to  attend  and  preside 
as  chairman. 

It  was  further 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on 
judge  B.  D.  Wright,  the  editor  of  the  Pensacola  Ga- 
zette, and  invite  him  to  attend  the  meeting. 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  resolutions,  the 
chairman  appointed  lieut.  Samuel  E.  Munn,  surgeon 
Isaac  Hulse,  passed  mid’n.  Robert  E.  Hooe,  and  as- 
sistant surgeon  Richard  W.  Leecock,  a committee  to 
wait  on  com.  Dallas;  also  acting  lieut.  Gus.  H.  Scott, 
and  passed  mid’n.  G.  W.  Wyche,  to  wait  on  judge 
Wright.  The  meeting  then  adjourned  half  an  hour  to 
await  answers  to  the  invitations  tendered.  The  meet- 
ing, at  the  expiration  of  the  half  hour,  was  again  called 
to  order,  and  the  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  com- 
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modore  Dallas,  informed  the'  chair  that  they  had  per- 
formed the  duty  assigned  them,  and  that  the  commo- 
dore had  declined  attending.  Passed  mid.  R.  Emmet 
Hooe,  a member  of  the  committee  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  commodore,  explained  to  the  meeting,  in  a neat 
and  appropriate  manner,  the  views  of  the  commodore 
in  regard  to  the  subject  about  to  be  considered,  in 
which  he  (Mr.  Hooe)  fully  concurred.  The  commit- 
tee appointed  to  wait  on  judge  Wright,  reported  that 
the  judge  had  accepted  the  invitation,  and  would  at- 
tend. The  chairman  then  explained  the  objects  of  the 
meeting  in  an  able  and  eloquent  address.  Judge 
Wright,  at  the  request  of  the  meeting,  made  a few  brief 
but  forcible  remarks.  Several  officers  addressed  the 
meeting  in  language  glowing  with  patriotism  and  ar- 
dent love  of  the  profession,  but  replete  with  indignation 
at  the  base  anonymous  attempts  to  slander  the  frater- 
nity, which  would  have  been  deemed  unworthy  of  no- 
tice, but  for  the  semi-official  character  of  the  “Globe,’’ 
in  whose  columns  the  scurrilous  articles  had  first  been 
set  forth  in  bold  relief  to  the  world. 

On  motion  of  mid.  W.  Blanton,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  chair  should  appoint  a committee 
of  six,  to  prepare  suitable  resolutions  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  the  mesting. 

Whereupon  the  chair  appointed  the  following  offi- 
cers: Lieut.  Sami.  E.  Muun,  surgeon  Isaac  Hulse, 
acting  lieut.  Gustavus  H.  Scott,  surgeon  Plumstead, 
mid.  W.  Blanton,  and  assistant  surgeon  R.  W.  Lee- 
cock.  On  motion,  pas’d  mid.  R.  Emmet  Hooe  was 
added  to  the  committee.  The  committee  retired,  and 
in  a few  minutes  reported  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  several  scurrilous  articles  have  appeared 
in  the  Globe,  tending  to  affect  the  character  and  dignity 
of  the  navy,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  such  articles,  from  whatever  source 
they  have  emanated,  are  utterly  false  and  without  foun- 
dation. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  read,  with  mingled  feelings 
of  indignation  and  regret,  the  above-mentioned  articles; 
and  further,  that  we  have  seen  with  pleasure  their  en- 
tire refutation  by  various  editors  throughout  the  union. 
In  behalf  of  ourselves  and  our  brother  officers  gener- 
ally, we  tender  our  most  grateful  acknowledgments 
to  such  presses  as  have  espoused  our  cause. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary,  and  the  editors 
of  the  Pensacola  Gazette  and  the  Army  and  Navy 
Chronicle  be  requested  to  publish  them. 

On  motion,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  tendered 
to  judge  Wright  for  his  attendance  and  address. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  tendered 
to  the  chairman  and  secretary. 

After  which  the  chair  adjourned  the  meeting  sine 
die. 

GEORGE  M.  HOOE,  chairman. 

Geo.  J.  Wyche,  secretary. 


MR.  RICHARDSON’S  SPEECH. 

From  the  Charleston  (S.  C.)  Mercury. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  committee  of  the  barbacue 
lately  given  in  compliment  to  the  lion.  John  P.  Richard- 
son, at  Camden,  for  the  manuscript  of  the  speech  of 
judge  Richardson,  which  was  received  with  great  ap- 
plause on  that  occasion,  and  well  deserves  the  atten- 
tive perusal  of  our  readers.  The  press  of  matter  in  our 
paper  to-day  compels  us  to  print  it  close,  contrary  to  our 
custom  with  original  articles. 

JUDGE  HICHAKDSON’s  SPEECH  AT  CAMDEN- 

August  30,  1838. 

The  argument  has  been  already  ample,  and  the  de- 
tails full.  I will,  therefore,  offer  my  opinion  of  the 
plans  suggested  in  congress,  for  keeping  the  federal  re- 
venue— vith  little  more  than  historical  truths,  for  argu- 
ments, leaving  the  process  of  reasoning  to  the  under- 
standing of  my  hearers,  who  may  test  the  correctness 
of  mv  induction  from  such  facts. 

Whatever  system  be  adopted,  the  essential  considera- 
tion is,  to  give  to  the  government,  the  continued  con- 
trol of  the  national  funds.  The  confidence  of  the  coun- 
try:— peace  and  justice,  at  home;  and  credit  abroad,  re- 
quire this  aim.  And,  for  such  purposes,  the  simpler  the 
system,  the  better. 

Banks  of  the  United  States  have,  at  two  different 
periods,  been  made  the  depositories  of  the  national  re- 
venue, and  abandoned.  ' : ■■  . • 

The  state  banks  have  been  adopted,  fop  the  same 
purpose,  as  often,  and  they  .utterly  failed— both  when 
they  had  little  or  no  public  deposites  in  1313,  14  and  15; 
and  when  they  held  a very  lar£e  amount  in  1837. 

It.  was  upon  this  second  failure,  which  lias  given  rise 
to  an  astounding  fiscal  emergency,  that  a new  Bank  of 
the  United  States  is  proposed,  as  the  proper  place  of 
deposit,  by  one  party  of  politicians;  and  the  state  banks, 
by  another.  I object  to  the  plan  which  requires,  for  Its 
foundation,  a national  bank. 

The  authority  of  the  federal  government  has  been 
practically  augmented,  greatly,  since  the  war  of  1812, 
from  several  national  occurrences.  The  successive  in- 
crease of  states  are  in  the  line  of  this  impetus;  and  will 
assuredly  keep  up  the  progress  of  power,  on  the  one 
■ side,  and  in  the  same  degree  diminish  the.mfluence  of 
the  states.  _ 1 scarcely  think,  this  unavoidable  element 
of  power  in  our  social  and  constitutional  "system  has 
been  duly  considered.  But  iris  plain  thtfmhe  federal 
authority  must  grow  with  the  growth  of  sfSfes — acquire 
vigor  with  the  extension  of  their  numbetjftth'd  gain  vic- 
tory in  every  doinesfi^contest  by  the  djeepy  of  their  in- 


dividual importance.  The  source  of  national  power 
may  be  imperceptible.  But  it  will  be  steady,  progres- 
sive, and  lasting.  A patriotic  federalist  might  now  well 
forbear,  towards  state  rights;  and  say  to  the  federal  go- 
vernment, thus  far  have  you  conic:  and  it  is  well;  but 
.proceed  no  further.  My  former  reasons  have  ceased, 
and  I change  my  opinions  as  practical  truth  points  out 
and  commands  my  course  of  conduct.  Alexandei 
Hamilton  himself  would  now  admit  that  the  states 
must  be  kept,  not  only  independent,  but  uninfluenced, 
and  the  general  government  hold  no  rein  over  state  in- 
stitutions. On  this  head,  let  us  cast  an  eye  to  the  past. 
Taxes  have  been  laid,  undeniably,  by  reference  to  the 
peculiar  institutions  of  some  states — (I  no  not  say  with- 
out na'ional  advantage)  and  a great  surplus,  under  a 
plethora  of  revenue  thus  obtained,  has  been  divided 
among  the  states,  as  a quietus.  The  general  govern- 
ment has  practically,  and  quietly  influenced  state  banks, 
and  internal  improvements.  It  has  always  used  their 
judiciary  a good  deal.  It  may  come  to  rule  their  rail 
road  system,  and  their  other  corporations,  by  a federal 
head.  I am  not  suspicious  of  bad  faith,  but  constitu- 
tional power  is  assuredly  obtained  by  practical  instances 
in  the  national  government,  and  the  domestic  govern- 
ments had  been  lowered,  by  such  operations.  Let  us 
then  stop  this  course  of  proceeding.  It  is  stealing  on 
a confiding  country;  and  concentrating  vast  power  in 
the  parent  governmeni— quite  beyond  the  prime  and 
essential  distinctions  of  the  American  constitution. 

A constitutional  statesman  would  have  the  federal 
government  at  the  head  of  states,  independent  and  un- 
influenced, in  their  constitutional  sphere  of  action. 
We  trust,  that  in  fifty  years,  the  lepublie  will  present  a 
jubilee  of  states,  and  who  would  have  their  parental 
head  made  the  monarch  of  degraded  powers? 

In  this  brief  review  of  the  advancing  course  of  the 
national  government,  ny  whole  argument  may  be  seen. 
It  appeals  to  the  historical  facts,  for  its  basis;  and  re- 
jects party  spirit  and  sectional  habits.  I admit  there 
was  great  necessity  for  the  first  Bank  of  (he  United 
States;  and  the  second  bank  was  loudly  called  for,  by 
the  hopeless  state  of  our  currency  in  1816.  But  I ob- 
ject to  another  bank  in  the  present  position  of  the  coun- 
try. 

The  great  authority  and  success  of  the  late  admin- 
istration at  home,  and  its  admirable  credit  and  respect- 
ability abroad,  are  deeply  written  in  our  governmental 
history;  and  has  exalted  the  American  name  among 
foreign  nations. 

But,  if  it  had  not  arrested  the  United  States  bank, 
restricted  internal  improvements,  by  congress,  and 
aimed  to  diminish  the  tariff  of  commercial  duties,  I 
should  hold  the  administration  of  gen.  Jackson  highly 
unfortunate  for  the  republic,  and  are  we  now.  espe- 
cially after  so  much  complaint  of  assumed  authority,  to 
retrograde? 

Since  the  enormous  increase  of  the  state  banks  to  the 
average  amount  of  more  than  thirty-two  to  each  state, 
the  reintroduction  ot  a Bank  of  the  United  Slates  for 
their  head  (which  is  its  purpose)  would  contribute  ad- 
ditional power  to  the  general  government;  scarcely  less 
than  the  annexation  of  a governmental  church  estab- 
lishment, or  a federal  corporation,  as  a head  for  our 
rail  road  system.  And  it  is  plain,  that  any  such  novel 
assumption  would  engender  a new  and  potent  element 
of  national  power — would  encroach  much  upon  l he  du- 
ties and  privileges  of  the  states,— tend  greatly  to  their 
deterioration;  and,  thus,  pervert  the  constitution  in  its 
lines  of  demarcation,  between  the  co-ordinate  but  in- 
dependent powers  of  the  general,  and  state  authori- 
ties. 

Without  reproach,  then,  to  the  first  or  second  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  I hold  the  practical  re-introduc- 
tion of  a similar  power,  in  the  present  posture  of  the 
country,  as  inadmissible.  Consiitulional  or  not — I 
would,  at  least,  reserve  this  great  fiscal  dictator,  for  the 
full  occasion;  and  not  graft  such  a personage  on  the 
common  stock  of  the  republic. 

As  to  the  proposition  of  the  conservative  party,  I ob- 
ject to  the  use  of  the  state  banks  for  national  fiscal  pur- 
poses, for  reasons,  too  sufficient  and  plain  to  be  even 
questioned.  Congress  has  no  legitimate  control.,  and 
ought  to  have  none  over  state  corporations. 

The  state  banks  have  been  twice  tried,  and  were- 
found  too  uncertain  depositories  for  the  safety  offllie  na- 
tional revenue.  The  first  experiment  and  failure  was 
not  deeply  felt,  because  the  nation  had  no  money  in 
deposit  at  the  time  of  the  first  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments in  1813,  14  and  15.  Without  public  deposits,  the 
then  banks  could  not  restrain  the  excessive  issue  of 
bills.  But.  with  the  deposite,  in  1836,  they  ran  into  ut- 
ter extravagance.  These  instances  of  their  inadequa- 
cy are  full  and  perfect.  And  are  we  to  be  taught  by 
no  experience?  Do  not  moral  causes  produce  uniform 
effects,  as  surely  as  causes  in  the  order  of  physical  na- 
ture? 

Does  not  the  same  license  belong  to  the  banks  now-, 
and  will  not  the  same  cupidity  stimulate  them,  or,  will 
the  impunity  they  have  found,  upon  two  former  trials, 
increase  their  caution?  Not  so, — they  will  follow  the 
former  course  of  profuse  emissions  of  paper,  upon  simi- 
lar occasions,  for  a long  time. 

Our  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine  banks  are  in  a 
course  of  experimental  purgation.  And  until  an  hun- 
dred of  them  shall  have  gone  offin  a diarrhea  of  paper, 
they  will  not  and  cannot  be  sound.  There  must  be  a 
collapse,  before  the  elastic  recoil  of  health.  The  plain 
principles  of  demand  and  supply  belong  to  banks  as 
well  as  to  cotton.  And  what  but  the  over  supply,  has 
diminished  the  price  of  cotton,  from  twenty  to  ten 
cents.  Twenty  years  ago,  such  a reverse  as  this  seem- 


ed impossible; — now  the  fall  is  certain,  and  banks  are 
going  on,  in  steps  equal  to  those  of  cotton  in  1818 — 
and  the  like  disappointment  must  inevitably  follow. 
But  the  intemperance  in  banking  will  quell  itself.  The 
disease,  if  let  alone,  will  reinstate  our  currency.  I fear 
nothing  at  present,  but  for  the  national  money  and 
credit.  But  I do  greatly  fear  to  have  the  nation  lay 
in  gold  and  silver  on  deposit,  to  come  out  converted  by 
the  alchemy  of  banks,  (I  should  rather  say,  their  dis- 
temper) into  inconvertible  notes; — stamped  with  promi- 
ses to  pay  dollars: — but,  really,  relying  upon  liberality 
for  their  currency  and  circulation.  This  shame  has 
twice  fallen  on  us.  And  are  we  to  court  it  again?  and 
again? 

Because  state  banks  are  very  good  in  their  proper 
place,  it  does  not  follow  that  they  are  the  safe  guar- 
dians of  the  public  treasury — a good  servant  would  of- 
ten make  a bad  master. 

In  considering  the  proposition  of  the  state  bank  par- 
ty, it  cannot  escape  notice,  that  throughout  the  two 
last  sessions  of  congress  to  its  adjournment  in  July 
last — not  a bank,  at  any  time,  but  in  New  York,  since 
May  last,  even  pretended  to  pay  their  notes  in  specie. 
The  existing  law,  therefore,  to  deposit  the  money  of  the 
nation  in  such  state  banks  as  paid  in  specie,  is  a 
mockery. 

Time  alone  could  tell  when  banks  would  resume 
payments.  And  no  system  for  the  national  deposits 
could  be  safely  bottomed  upon  the  bare  expectation  of 
their  resumption.  How,  then,  could  prudent  statesmen, 
when  so  much  was  at  hazard,  rely  upon  such  utter  un- 
certainly? 

While,  therefore,  the  national  bank  party  would 
have  the  country  rely  upon  an  institution,  twice  before 
condemned,  and  barely  possible  in  future, — the  con- 
servative party  urged  the  government  to  deposit  the 
national  revenue  in  specie  paying  banks,  when  there 
were  no  such  banks:  and  when  there  would  be  de- 
pended on  contingencies,  and  in  no  way  on  congress. 
I am  relying  on  no  theoretical  speculations.  Some  of 
them  are  now  resuming  specie  payments;  and  that  af- 
ter the  best  of  them  had  lately  declared  that  they  could 
not  resume  before  January  next. 

Can  we  then  rely  on  such  signs  of  their  soundness? 
May  not  the  present  resumption  be  forced  or  prema- 
ture? And  will  it  continue  long?  Aught  such  con- 
duct to  insure  our  confidence.  When  the  very  re- 
sumption has  been  a contingency,  and  in  anticipation 
of  their  real  ability — here  is,  at  once,  a ground  and  ex- 
cuse for  no  distant  suspension.  How,  then,  I ask,  can 
the  conservative  way  be  the  proper  way  to  secure  the 
money  of  the  United  States? 

In  September,  1837,  there  was  some  excuse  for  de- 
lay. But  none  for  the  next  session,  from  December  to 
July  last.  The  conservatives  ought  to  have  come  to  the 
principle  of  an  independent  treasury,  with  or  without 
the  specie  clause,  of  which  they  had  choice:  or,  gone 
to  the  other  bank  party.  But,  it  is  plain,  that  neither 
the  United  States  bank,  nor  the  state  bank  plan,  was 
possible,  when  congress  adjourned,  and  none  could  fell 
when  either  the  one  or  the  other  would  be  available  for 
the  purposes  of  the  national  deposit — yet  the  national 
treasury  is  left  afloat;  and  temporary  expedients  re- 
sorted to. 

Without  appearing  to  feel  the  position  in  which 
they  place  themselves,  and  the  consequences  of  such 
conduct,  the  conservatives  have  virtually  joined  the  na- 
tional bank  party.  Avowedly,  they  would  defeat  the 
plan  of  an  independent  treasury;  which,  if  ever 
achieved,  must  of  necessity  end  in  a national  bank — 
whether  they  intend  so  much,  or  not.  I charge  them 
not  with  such  intention — I look  only  to  the  obvious  con- 
sequences of  their  conduct;  and  this  tends,  as  directly 
to  a national  bank,  as  if  they  proclaimed  it  on  every 
house  top.  I might  risk,  for  a time,  my  own  little  hard 
money  in  any  bank  of  South  Carolina.  But  as  the 
guardians  of  millionsof  gold  and  silver,  to  be  received 
successively  for  years,  I cannot  believe  that  any  pru- 
dent man  would,  as  a practical  principle,  place  such 
revenue  at  the  discretion  of  any  selection  of  state 
banks;  especially,  after  his  confidence  had  been  shaken 
and  after  the  actual  experience  of  their  inability  to  re- 
sist the  temptation  to  inordinate  discounts.  Surely, 
then,  the  time  has  come,  when  we  may  unanimously 
negative  at  least,  this  branch'  of  the  .treasury  question; 
and  leave  the  states  to  regulate  their  own  corporations, 
uninfluenced  by  the  federal  revenue;  which,  bythehy, 
many  think,  brought  about  the  unfortunate  blot  in  our 
commercial  history.  The  American  banks,  and  they 
alone,  refused  payment  of  their  notes — and  the  assign- 
ed excuse  is,  that,  they  were  led  into  extravagant  is- 
sues by  the  immense  deposits.  What  a perversion  of 
common  sense  is  this?  The  advantages  which  render 
them  inexcusable,  are  made  the  measure  of  their  ex- 
cuse. If  they  had  not  received  the  deposits,  the  ex- 
cuse would  have  been,  that  they  failed  through  want  of 
the  governmental  support.  Happily  for  us,  this  total 
bank  failure  has  not  happened  to  a national  bank,  but 
to  state  banks:  and  the  discredit  being  thus  subdivided, 
is,  in  some  sort,  taken  from  the  national  government. 
And  shall  that  government  now  again  wed  itself  to 
such  banks,  and  thereby  volunteer  to  adopt  and  father 
discredit,  not  its  own.  A prudent  friend  to  state  bank- 
ing should  rather  choose  to  keep  the  entire  topic  silent, 
while  he  expounded  the  true  convenience,  use,  and 
need,  of  this  teeming  handmaid  of  modern  commerce. 

Banks  are  truly  the  kindest  nurse  of  a people,  whose 
very  habit  is  action,  and  who  love  onward  life.  But  let 
it  be  ever  borne  in  mind,  that  this  fine  agent  of  Ameri- 
can enterprize  is  as  unfiscal,  unnational,  and  self  seek- 
ing, as  a company  of  East  India  traders,  and  canrot 
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withstand  the  temptation  of  gain.  Gam  is  the  life 
principle  of  banks,  and  even  the  national  bank  could 
not  forego  this  inseparable  principle  of  bank  action. 

As  to  the  force  of  past  examples: — 

The  first  example,  in  ’91,  of  the  revenue  being  de- 
posited in  banks  was  clearly  to  encourage  such  institu- 
tions in  their  infancy.  That  of  1816  arose  from  the 
almost  hopeless  state  of  the  currency,  and  when  our 
great  national  debt  weighed  heavily,  and  the  govern- 
ment required  strength.  The  deposites  of  1834,  in 
state  banks,  consisted  in  an  actual  redundant  revenue, 
raised  by  the  peculiar  and  temporary  policy  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  when  the  national  government  had  to 
set  off  state  banks  in  a party  conflict  with  the  United 
States  bank. 

But  at  this  time,  the  government  has  returned  to  the 
just  and  equal  principles  of  constitutional  taxation,  dis- 
enthralled and  uninfluenced  by  any  extra  civil  perils — 
and  ought  to  resume  an  enduring  attitude  in  her  finan- 
cial system.  The  extraordinary  resorts  of  a govern- 
ment have  as  little  to  do  with  its  permanent  system  as 
the  appointment  of  a dictator  had  with  Roman 
liberty,  or  as  meteors  and  volcanos  have  with  the  fixed 
orbit  of  the  earth. 

Revenue  is  to  be  raised  sufficient  to  meet  the  appro- 
priations made  by  law,  and  no  more.  Just  taxes  are 
limited  to  their  amount.  Now,  although  banks  are 
proper  places  to  deposit  the  floating  monies  of  a com- 
munity, they  are  not  so  for  money  actually  appropriat- 
ed; and  no  such  money  ought  to  be  lent  out,  or  used 
in  any  other  way. 

Any  plan,  therefore,  to  deposit  the  revenue  in  bank, 
for  discounting  notes,  pre-supposes  that  redundant  re- 
venue is  to  be  raised  by  the  government,  which  may  be 
employed  by  the  banks.  But  this  would  be  a vicious 
abuse  of  the  principles  of  taxation:  and  such  a propo- 
sition, in  its  inseparable  element,  pre-supposes  unjusu- 
fiable  taxation.  And  I repeat  that  the  great  American 
financier  and  federal  statesman,  Alexander  Hamilton, 
were  he  now  alive,  might  well  yield  up  the  practice  of 
depositing  the  revenue  in  banks,  as  no  longer  essential 
to  the  national  government  upon  his  own  political  the- 
ory, aim  and  object. 

It  is  indeed  surprising  how  often,  and  with  the  best 
intentions,  both  in  private  and  public  life,  men  are  led 
astray  by  practical  instances,  which  have  little  true  ap- 
plication, as  precedents  for  their  conduct.  From  care- 
lessness in  reasoning,  we  are  extremely  given  to  sub- 
stitute the  forms  on  file  for  reasons,  without  sufficiently 
testing  the  precedent,  or  regarding  the  proper  influence 
of  very  different  circumstances. 

At  this  moment,  the  country  is  proceeding  under 
such  influences.  As  banks  have  been  successful  and 
advantageous,  therefore,  bank  after  bank  must  succeed 
and  do  good,  is  the  general  mode  of  reasoning. 

But  this  bank  distemperature  will  finally  minister  to 
its  own  cure,  by  a bank  revulsion;  or  perhaps  extra  ab- 
stemiousness in  banking  may  follow;  or  a bank  mon- 
arch be  introduced.  But  I must  not  trespass  further, 
on  this  subject.  I cannot  concur  with  the  national 
bank  party,  nor  with  the  state  bank  party;  and  it  only 
remains  for  the  republic  to  protect  its  funds,  by  the 
means  of  a treasury  system,  independent  of  all  banks 
— safe  in  its  means,  and  within  the  control  of  the  pro- 
per government.  But  allow  me  a moment  more,  on 
other  subjects  of  no  less  importance. 

I congratulate  myself  that  the  time  has  again  come, 
when  my  judgment  and  conviction  explicitly  concur 
in  the  subjects  which  occupy  and  lead  the  majority  of 
the  people  of  South  Carolina.  Upon  the  question  of 
our  commercial  policy  and  energy,  there  can  be  no 
mistake. 

The  growing  of  cotton  has  outstripped  the  consump- 
tion, and  theprice  is  reduced  by  one-half.  With  rea- 
son, therefore,  our  domestic  economy  is  greatly  modi- 
fied; and  we  are  now  to  devote  our  surplus  means  and 
personal  agency  to  railroads,  steamboats  and  cotton 
manufactures,  especially.  They  are  the  constituents 
of  our  commerce,  and  the  vehicles  of  our  social  inter- 
course. They  cherish  and  support  the  leading  interest 
of  cotton  growing,  at  the  same  time  that  they  furnish 
additional  ties  for  our  union,  by  teaching  us  practically 
its  convenience  and  happiness,  derived  through  the 
means  of  one  great  commercial  system,  for  all  the 
states. 

Upon  the  annexation  of  Texas,  none  .can  doubt. — 
The  extension  of  southern  institutions  is,  at  present^ 
limited  to  Florida;  for  the  little  remaining  southern  ter- 
ritory west  of  the  Arkansas,  has  been  given  to  the  In- 
dian tribes — while  northern  institutions  natyirally  fall 
heirs  to  our  vast  territory  between  the  Mississippi  and 
the  Pacific,  from  the  fortieth  to  the  fifty-fourth  degree 
of  north  latitude.  The  south  are  therefore  cramped, 
while  the  north  have  a wide  expanse  before  them  for 
the  growth  of  states.  Unless  the  parent  government 
intend  then  to  array  its  powers,  unnaturally  and  un- 
justly, against  the  south,  the  boon  which  Providence 
holds  out  must  be  accepted,  and  Texas  annexed  to  the 
United  States. 

The  merits  of  these  two  great  popular  topics  are  dis- 
tinct, full  and  satisfactory.  The  latter  is  of  vital  and 
enduring  interest;  and  I can  scarcely  restrain  myself 
from  urging  the  details  of  .argument,  which,  in  my 
judgment,  have  been  too  little  attended  to  on  our  part. 
There  is  some  reason,  too,  to  think  that  the  acquisition 
of  Texas  has  been  the  subject  of  a causeless  and  un- 
pardonable heartburning,  on  the  part  of  some  sectional 
politicians;  and  we  should,  therefore,  lose  no  time  in 
testing  the  justice  and  impartiality  of  the  general  go- 
vernment upon  the  subject. 

The  general  government  can  never  justly  restrict  the 


growth  of  future  states,  by  limiting  the  territories  to 
northern  or  southern  institutions,  or  forestalling  either. 
They  must  be  all  equally  protected.  And  to  reject 
proffered  territory,  because  it  would  fall  into  southern 
institutions,  would  be  to  restrict  and  oppress  the  south, 
as  with  the  hand  of  an  unnatural  step-parent. 

While  the  national  government  uses  its  authority 
with  steady  and  impartial  hands,  I fear  no  sectional 
jealousy  or  fanaticism.  These  are  the  unavoidable 
cprruscations  of  our  social  system.  There  is  an  ob- 
vious and  common  interest  between  the  growing  and 
the  manufacturing  of  cotton,  which  has  taken  deep  and 
equal  root,  north  and  south — which  must  counteract 
the  speculations  both  of  fanatics  at  home  and  of  Eu- 
ropean reviewers.  But  so  long,  and  no  longer,  will  this 
be  the  case,  as  congress  shall droid  the  scale  of  impar- 
tiality with  equal  and  steady  hands,  and  with  eyes  open 
only  to  their  equal  duty  to  all  the  states. 

If  ever  the  parent  government,  who  is  always  to  look 
through  the  constitution  for  its  purposes,  shall,  either 
by  acts  of  commission  or  insidious  omission,  swerve 
from  this  principle,  it  must  pervert  its  powers,  strike  fa- 
tally at  a class  of  states,  and  sap  the  very  cement  of  our 
national  union. 


ARMY  AND  NAVY  INTELLIGENCE. 

From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

THE  ARMY — SPECIAL  ORDERS. 

No.  66,  Sept.  21.  The  recruits  ordered  to  Jef- 
ferson Barracks,  including  those  recently  sent  to 
Lort  Leavenworth,  on  temporary  duty,  as  soon  as 
their  services  can  be  dispensed  with  on  the  upper 
Mississippi,  to  proceed  to  Tampa  Bay,  and,  as  first 
intended,  there  be  assigned  to  the  infantry  serving 
in  Florida.  Captain  E.  G.  Mitchell,  1st  infantry, 
and  captain  H.  Day,  2d  infantry,  to  proceed  forth- 
with to  Jefferson  Barracks,  to  conduct  detachments 
of  recruits  to  their  destination.  Captain  W.  Sea- 
well,  7th  infantry,  on  being  relieved,  will  proceed 
to  join  his  company  at  Fort  Gibson.  All  recruits 
enlisted  for  the  6th  infantry  to  join  their  regiment 
in  Florida  as  soon  as  practicable. 

No.  67,  Sept.  14.  Brevet  major  D.  Wilcox,  5th 
infantry,  in  consequence  of  ill  health,  relieved  from 
duty  at  the  principal  depot,  New  York  harbor,  and 
ordered  to  Tampa,  Florida,  via  Jefferson  Barracks, 
for  such  duty  as  his  health  will  enable  him  to  per- 
form. Lieutenant  S.  B.  Thornton,  2d  dragroons, 
an  invalid,  assigned  to  temporary  duty  on  recruit- 
ing service  at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania.  Brevet  capt. 
E.  Schraiver,  A.  A.  G.  assigned  to  duty  at  the 
head  quarters  of  the  army  in  the  field,  arid  will  re- 
port in  person  to  major  general  Macomb. 

Memorandum.  All  officers  of  the  line  on  ord- 
nance duty  have  either  been  relieved,  or  will  be  as 
soon  as  their  services  can  be  dispensed  with. 

Lieutenant  C.  C.  Daveis3,  5th  infantry,  declines 
the  appointment  of  1st  lieutenant  8th  infantry. 

Lieut.  I.  V.  D.  Reeve,  4th  infantry,  appointed 
first  lieutenant  in  the  8th  infantry. 

RESIGNATION. 

Camillus  C.Daveiss,  first  lieutenant  5th  infantry. 
Sept.  30. 

ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Aug.  27.  Captain  W.  A.  Thornton  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Mount  Vernon  (Ala.)  arsenal. 

30.  LieutenantL.  A.  B.  Walback,toFort  Brooke, 
Florida,  on  temporary  duty,  and  afterwards  to  Al- 
legheny arsenal. 

Sept.  6.  Lieutenant  P.  W.  Wagner,  to  Frankfort 
arsenal. 

14.  Captain  E.  Harding,  to  command  the  Au- 
gusta (Geo.)  arsenal. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  9. 

Head  Quarters  of  the  Army, 
Buffalo , N.  Y.  Sept.  28,  1838. 

I.  Brigadier  general  Brady’s  command  in  future 
will  extend  from,  and  including  Oswego,  to  the 
northwestern  extremity  of  the  eastern  division — 
head  quarters  at  Detroit. 

II.  Brigadier  general  IJustjs’s  command  will  ex- 
tend from- Oswego  along  the  line  to. "the  northeast- 
ern extremity  0f  Vermont— head  quarters  at  Pitts- 
burgh." 

III.  Each  ofJhese  commands  will  be  considered 
as  military  departments,  and  the  generals  command- 
ing them  are  authorized  to  appoint  general  courts 
martial  within  their  respective  commands,  accord- 
ing to  the  articles  of  war. 

IV.  The  first  regiment  of  artillery  will  occupy 
the  posts  that  may  be  established,  from  Ogdens- 
burg  along  the  line  to  the  extremity  of  Vermont, 
having  its  head  quarters  at  Plattsburgh. 

V.  The  8th  regiment  of  infantry,  the  posts  from 
Ogdensburg  to  Rochester,  (and  excluding  Roches- 
ter,) having  its  head  quarters  at  Sackett’s  Harbor. 

VI.  The  2d  regiment  of  artillery,  from  Rochester 
to  Detroit,  inclusive,  having  its  head  quarters  at 
Buffalo. 

VII.  The  generals  will  visit  the  posts  within 
their  respective  departments  as  often  as  they  may 
deem  it  necessary;  and  they  are  authorized  to  move 
the  troops  in  any  direction  which  circumstances, 


in  their  opinion,  may  render  proper;  but,  as  far  as 
practicable  and  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  ser- 
vice, a battalion  of  each  regiment  at  least  should 
be  assembled  at  regimental  head  quarters. 

VIII.  The  major  general,  commanding-in-chief, 
■is  aware  of  the  condition  of  the  regiments  which 
have  lately  served  in  the  Indian  country,  and  makes 
due  allowances  for  the  exposure  and  deprivations 
to  which  they  were  subjected;  hut  he  indulges  the 
hope  now,  as  every  comfort  is  provided  for  the  men, 
and  abundance  of  clothing  can  be  furnished  for 
them,  on  proper  requisitions,  that  every  officer, 
from  the  commanding  officer  down  to  the  youngest 
company  commander,  will  use  his  utmost  endea- 
vors to  put  the  troops  under  his  command  in  such 
a state  of  discipline  and  equipment  as  the  general 
regulations  direct,  without  permitting,  on  the  part 
of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  men, 
any  deviation  therefrom,  either  as  to  the  manner  of 
doing  duty,  or  as  regards  their  military  dress  and 
appearance. 

IX.  The  major  general  has  observed  of  late  ma- 
ny departures  from  the  established  dress,  both  by 
the  officers  and  men;  and  he  now1  calls  on  the  gene- 
rals and  commanders  of  regiments  and  posts  to  see 
that  every  officer  conforms  strictly  with  the  regu- 
lations in  his  dress  and  equipment,  and  to  allow  no 
officer  to  wear  in  garrison  or  camp  any  other  dress 
than  that  which  properly  belongs  to  his  rank  and 
station,  after  one  month  from  the  publication  of  this 
order,  which  is  considered  sufficient  time  to  enable 
every  officer  who  may  require  it  to  supply  any  defi- 
ciency in  his  dress  and  equipment. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb,  major  general 
commanding-in-chief: 

A.  S.  MACOMB,  A.  D.  C. 

Assistant  adjutant  general. 

RESIGNATIONS,  &C.  SINCE  THE  PUBLICATION  OF 

THE  LAST  REGISTER. 

From  the  Army  Register,  corrected  to  Sept.  1. 

RESIGNATIONS 21. 

Captains — 3. 

John  Graham,  2d  dragoons,  28th  January. 

Brevet  major  John  Mountfort,  2d  artillery,  2d 
April. 

Levi  M.  Nute,  6th  infantry,  31st  January. 

First  Lieutenunls — 9. 

Wm.  Gilpin,  2d  dragoons,  20th  April. 

Z.  M.  P.  Maury,  2d  dragoons,  27th  February. 

J.  W.  Bailey,  1st  artillery,  8th  July. 

A.  E.  Church,  3d  artillery,  13th  March, 

R.  T.  Jones,  3d  artillery,  31st  July. 

Jubal  A.  Early,  3d  artillery,  31st  July. 

John  Pickell,  4th  artillery,  5th  August. 

John  Heath,  1st  infantry,  30th  June. 

Chileab  S.  Howe,  4th  infantry,  28th  February. 

Second  Lieutenants — S. 

Richard  G.  Stockton,  1st  dragoons,  30th  April. 

Franklin  Saunders,  2d  dragoons,  30th  June. 

John  R.  Parker,  2d  dragoons,  31st  March. 

Fisher  A.  Lewis,  1st  artillery,  15th  February. 

A.  M.  Rutledge,  1st  artillery,  3fst  August. 

W.  T.  Martin,  4th  artillery,  15th  June. 

P.  C.  Gaillard,  1st  infantry,  30th  April. 

A.  H.  Tappen,  5th  infantrv,  31st  July. 

Staff—  1. 

John  C.  Reynolds,  assistant  surgeon,  25th  May. 

! Deaths — 10. 

Lieut,  col.  John  Fowle,  6th  infantry,  near  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  25th  April. 

1st  lieut.  Asbury  Ury,  1st  dragoons,  at  Matan- 
zas,  13th  April. 

1st  lieut.  John  Conrad,  6th  infantry,  on  James 
island,  Florida,  10th  August. 

1st  lieut.  Thos.  M.  Hill,  1st  infantry,  at  Bath, 
Me.  10th  July7. 

2d  lieut.  James  McClure,  1st  infantry,  at  Fort 
.Brooke,  Florida,  15.th  April. 

2d  lieu’t.. J.  H.  Mathew's,  lst.jnfantn’,  at.  Camp 
Worth,  Tennessee,'  15th*  August.  ' * 

2d  lieut.  C.  B'.  E.  Spoor,  4th  infafitry,  at  Lock;, 
port,  N.  Y.  25fh  January.  , 4 ■ 

2d  lieuf.  John  Connor,  5th  infantry,  at  New7  Or- 
leans, La.,  24rtr  February. 

W.  Hughey,  assistant  surgeon,  near  Cincinnati, 
‘Ohio,  ,25th  April.  . 

Wade  Sullivan,  assistant  surgeon,  at  Camp  Walk- 
er, Florida’,  15tlr  May. 

Dropped — 1. 

1st  lieut.  Chas.  B.  Chalmers,  1st  artillery,  14th 
February. 

Cashiered — 1 . 

1st  lieut.  Roswell  W.  Lee,  2d  artillery,  16th  J uly. 

NAVY. ORDERS 

Sept.  18. — Lt.  W.  D.  Newman,  New  York  station. 

19.  — Gunner  T.  Ryley,  navy  yard,  N.  Y. 

20.  — Mid.  W.  C.  B.  S.  Porter,  receiving  ship 

Baltimore. 

Sailraaker  W.  Ryan,  ship  Levant. 
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Sept.  21. — P.  mid.  F.  S.  Hagerty,  receiving  ship 
Philadelphia. 

Lt.  J.  W.  West,  steam  ship  Fulton. 

22. — Carpentei  D.  M aiple,  navy  yard,  Boston. 

P.  mid.  G.  L.  L.  Selden,  Ohio  (74.)  do. 

24. — P.  mid.  J.  H.  Adams,  do  do. 

Officers  relieved,  and  detached. 

Sept.  15. — P.  mid.  M.  YVoodhull,  from  s.  Fulton, 

20. — Lieut.  E.  L.  Handy,  do  do. 

22. — P.  mid.  J.  Anderson,  from  Ohio  (74.) 

24. — CarpenterF.  Sagee,  from  Norfolk  station. 

Resignations. 

John  Marshall,  lieut.,  Sept.  IS. 

J.  F.  Tatem,  sailmaker,  Sept.  19. 

George  D.  Blackford,  do.  Sept.  20. 

NAVY  REGISTER. 

Monthly  report  of  vessels  attached  to  the  different 
foreign  stations,  viz: 

Mediterranean. 

Ship  of  the  line  Ohio. 

Frigate  United  States. 

Sloop  Cyane. 

West  Indies. 

Frigate  Constellation. 

Sloop  Yandalia. 

“ Boston. 

“ Concord. 

“ Ontario. 

“ Erie, 

“ Natchez. 

“ Levant. 

Schooner  Grampus. 

Coast  of  Brazil. 

Razee  Independence. 

Sloop  Fairfield. 

Brig  Dolphin. 

Pacific. 

Ship  of  the  line  North  Carolina, 

Sloop  Lexington. 

“ Falmouth. 

Schooner  Boxer. 

“ Enterprise. 

East  Indies. 

Frigate  Columbia. 

Sloop  John  Adams. 

Exploring  expedition. 

Sloop  Vincennes. 

“ Peacock. 

Store  ship  Relief. 

Brig  Porpoise. 

Schooner  Sea  Gull. 

“ Flying  Fish. 

NOTICES. 

The  Ohio,  commanded  by  capt.  Joseph  Smith,  and 
designated  as  the  flag  ship  of  commodore  Hull,  offi- 
cered and  partly  manned,  is  at  Boston,  preparing  for 
the  Mediterranean  squadron. 

The  frigate  Constitution  is  also  fitting,  at  Norfolk, 
for  a cruise  in  the  Mediterranean. 

The  frigate  United  States,  captain  Wilkinson,  (the 
terms  of  service  of  the  crew  being  about  to  ex- 
pire,) has  been  ordered  home,  and  may  be  soon  ex- 
pected. 

Sloop  Cyane,  commander  Percival,  which  sailed 
from  Boston  on  the  24th  June,  was  at  Santa  Cruz 
Roads,  Teneriffe,  on  the  14th  July. 

West  Indies. 

The  vessels  of  the  squadron  on  this  station  were 
all  at  Pensacola  the  17th  September,  except  the  Le- 
vant and  Grampus.  The  former  is  now  at  New 
York,  and  will  soon  sail  to  rejoin  the  squadron;  the 
latter  was  on  a cruise,  and  expected  soon  to  return  to 
Pensacola. 

The  Constellation  and  Concord,  requiring  exten- 
sive repairs,  are  ordered  to  the  north,  and  are  proba- 
bly now  on  their  way. 

The  Macedonian  and  the  \Yrarren  are  now, fitting 
at  Norfolk;  ancWt is  contemplated  that  they  shall  take 
theplaces  of  ‘the,  Constellation  and  Concord'  in  the'/ 
WfisMndja  squadron. 

"*  Coast  of  Brazil. 

Razee  Independence,  com.  J.  B.  Ni.chols'on,  was 
at  Montevideo  the  21st  June. 

Sloop  Fairfield,  commander  Mayo,  was  at  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  the  31st  July. 

Brig  Dolphin,  lt.  com.  Mackenzie,  was  at  Monte- 
video the  21st  June. 

Pacific. 

The  North  Carolina  74,  commodore  Ballard,  was 
at  Valparaiso  the  1st  March. 

Sloop  Lexington,  capt.  .Clack,  was  at  Callao  the 
20th  January,  and  expected  at  Valparaiso  about  the 
8th  February. 

Sloop  Falmouth,  commander  McKeever,  was  at 
Valparaiso  the  1st  January.  . 

Schooner  Enterprise,  lt.  com.  Glendy,  was  expect- 
ed at  Callao  about  the  10th  February,  from  her  cruise  i 
in  the  Gulf  of  California. 

Schoonerj  Boxer,  It.  com.  Nicholson,  sailed  fiorn  < 


i Callao  early  in  December  last,  for  a cruise  on  the 
coast  of  California,  to  return  to  Callao  about  the  1st 
of  April, 

East  Indies. 

Frigate  Columbia,  commodore  Read,  was  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro  the  28th  July;  to  sail  the  next  day  on  her 
cruise  in  the  East  Indies. 

Sloop  John  Adams,  commander  Wyman,  sailed 
from  Rio,  on  her  way  to  the  East  Indies,  the  21st 
July. 

Exploring  expedition. 

The  vessels  attached  to  this  expedition  sailed  from 
Norfolk  the  18th  of  August. 

The  Vincennes,  commanded  by  lieutenant  Charles 
Wilkes,  commander  of  the  expedition;  Peacock,  by 
it.  Win.  L.  Hudson;  Relief,  by  It.  A.  K.  Long;  brig 
Porpoise,  by  lt.  Cadwallader  Ringgold;  Sea  Gull,  by 
passed  midshipman  Win.  M.  E Heid;  Flying  Fish, 
by  passed  midshipman  Samuel  R Knox. 

The  steam  ship  Fulton,  capt.  Skinner,  left  the 
navy  yard  at  Washington  on  the  25lh  of  September 
forNorfold,  and  arrived  there  in  17  hours. 

The  brig  Consort,  lt.  Win.  H.  Gardner,  is  now 
preparing,  at  New  York,  for  special  service  as  a go- 
vernment packet. 

Navy  department,  Oct.  1,  1838. 

TRIBUTE  OF  RESPECT  TO  MR.  WOOD- 
BURY. 

From  the  New  Hampshire  Gazette. 

During  the  very  brief  visit  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  this  place,  a committee  in  behalf  of  the 
democratic  republicans  ofPortsmouth  and  vicinity, 
tendered  to  him,  as  an  expression  of  their  high  esti- 
mate of  his  public  services,  an  invitation  to  partake 
of  a public  dinner.  Notwithstanding  it  was  known 
he  was  to  proceed  forthwith  to  Portland,  with  his 
lady  on  a visit  to  her  father,  it  was  confidently 
hoped  that  he  would  on  his  return,  be  able  to  spend 
a few  days  with  his  fellow  townsmen.  But  it  ap- 
pears his  official  duties  required  his  immediate  at- 
tendance at  Washington,  and  on  his  return  from 
Portland  he  was  only  able  to  meet  a few  friends 
who  waited  on  him  at  the  Franklin  House  for  the 
purpose  of  bidding  him  a cordial  farewell,  and  im- 
mediately departed  in  the  mail  stage  for  Boston. 

His  friends  were  much  gratified  at  seeing  the  sec- 
retary appeared  so  well.  We  never  saw  him  appa- 
rently in  better  health. 

We  understand  he  was  also  solicited  to  accept  of 
a public  dinner  by  the  democratic  republicans  of 
Portland. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  secretary  and  the  committee  of  this 
town: — 

Portsmouth,  N.  II.  Sept.  18,  1838. 

To  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury: 

The  undersigned  in  behalf  of  the  democratic  re- 
publicans ofPortsmouth  and  its  vicinity,  havingever 
entertained  the  highest  respect  for  your  talents  and 
integrity  as  a man  and  a public  officer,  ever  viewing 
you  as  the  faithful  representative  of  the  democracy 
of  New  England,  and  more  particularly  of  New 
Hampshire,  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  believ- 
ing that  it  has  been  mainly  owing  to  your  unremit- 
ting efforts  and  industry  in  the  high  station  you  now 
occupy,  that  the  measures  of  the  past  and  present 
administrations,  particularly  in  relation  to  our  fi- 
nancial affairs,  have  been  persevered  in,  and  are  in 
a fair  way  of  being  happily  consummated,  have  a 
particular  desire  on  the  present  occasion  of  your 
visit  to  Portsmouth,  to  offer  a testimonial  of  our  re- 
spect, and  full  approbation  of  your  political  course; 
and  beg  leave  to  tender  to  you  an  invitation  to  par- 
take of  a public  dinner,  at  such  time  as  shall  be  most 
agreeable  to  you  during  your  stay  in  town. 

We  are,  very  respectfully. 

Your  ob’t  serv’ts  and  fellow  citizens, 
Thomas  B.  Laighton,  S..B.  Lord, 

Riehard  Jdnness,'  ‘ -J-aMesTickering, 

Isaa'c‘W.vm>i?0N,»  K.  SHELDON,  • ' • * 

George  Dennett,-  Nememiah  Moses,- 

J.  D.  Goodrich,  A:  Greenleaf,  Jr. 

Portsmouth,  Sept.  18,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  Your  invitation  for  me  to  partake 
of  a public  dinner  has  revived  iri  my  mind  many 
greatlul  recollections. 

The  flattering  estimate  you  are  pleased  to  place 
on  my  services  in  the  cabinet  is  a renewed  evidence 
of  the  friendly  feeling  long  evinced  in  my  favor  by 
the  citizens  ofPortsmouth,  and  will  animate  me  to 
persevere  in  the  support  of  those  measures,  we  have 
mutually  approved,  and  devoted  our  honest  zeal  to 
sustain. 

To  be  considered  by  you  as  “the  faithful  repre- 
sentative of  the  democracy  of  New  England  and 
more  particularly  of  New'  Hampshire”  is  highly 
gratifying. 

That  democracy  has  never  blushed  at  its  name 
or  its  principles;  but,  under  defeat  as  well  as  victo- 


ry, has  proved  steadfast  in  maintaining  the  jealousy 
of  power — the  economy  in  expenditures,  and  the 
strict  official  accountability,  which  are  indispensa- 
ble to  perpetuate  the  purity  of  the  political  faith  it 
professes. 

If  greater  fertility  of  soil,  milder  skies,  more 
abundance  in  wealth, orampler  domains  distinguish 
other  reigns,  the  sons  of  the  east,  wherever  their  lot 
may  be  cast,  feel  an  excusable  pride,  that  in  all  the 
true  elements  of  mental  greatness  and  moral  w'orth 
— whether  in  arts,  arms  or  letters — indeed  in  every- 
thing which  is  pushing  our  country  forward  with 
such  unexampled  rapidity  to  its  high  rank  among 
nations — the  democracy  of  New  England  has  con- 
tributed its  full  share.  May  its  progress  and  glories 
be  lasting  as  its  virtues. 

And  though  unable  from  the  pressure  of  official 
duties  to  remain  with  my  political  friends  at  a pub- 
lic dinner,  be  assured  that  my  native  hills  are  dear 
to  me  as  ever — and  my  best  wishes  are  offered  for 
the  prosperity'  of  you  and  yours. 

With  much  respect  and  regard, 

I have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  ob’t  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 

To  Thomas  B.  Laighton,  Richard  Jenness,  Isaac 

YYraldron,  Geo.  Dennett,  Jeremiah D.  Goodrich,  S. 

B.  Lord,  James  Pickering,  K.  Sheldon,  Nehemiah 

Moses,  and  Abner  Greenleaf,  jr.  esquires. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  a letter  from  the  hon. 
Levi  Woodbury,  in  reply  to  an  invitation  to  partake 
of  a public  dinner  at  Portland,  Maine,  during  his 
recent  visit  there.  It  will  be  read  with  pleasure  by 
all  w'ho  admire  the  republican  independence,  politi- 
cal integrity,  and  exalted:ability  of  its  distinguished 
author.  Mr.  Woodbury  has  administered  the  trea- 
sury department  during  the  most  embarrassing  pe- 
riod of  its  history,  ar.d  amid  the  most  desperate 
attempts  to  paralize  and  disgrace  it,  by  reckless  op- 
position—yet  he  has  carried  it  through  triumphant- 
ly, and  in  a manner  which  has  reflected  high  honor 
upon  the  general  government  and  himself: 

Portland,  Sept.  20,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  I regret  that  the  urgent  demands 
of  business  must  prevent  my  acceptance  of  your 
polite  invitation  to  a public  dinner  with  the  demo- 
cratic republicans  of  Portland  and  vicinity. 

Some  of  “the  embarrassments  which  have  been 
thrust  in  the  way  of  the  execution  of”  my  official 
duties,  are  justly  pronounced,  by  you  “extraordi- 
nary and  remarkable” — since  they  have  consisted 
of  assaults  on  the  administration,  sometimes  for 
measures,  which  it  never  proposed — sometimes  for 
motives,  it  never  entertained,  and  often  for  designs, 
which  it  nevpr  formed. 

I speak  of  the  past  and  present  administrations  as 
one,  knowing  from  my  connection  with  both,  their 
similarity  of  principles;  and  I congratulate  you, 
that  those  embarrassments  are  fast  vanishing  before 
the  dispassionate  enquiries  by  the  people  at  large, 
which  always,  under  our  system  of  government, 
remove  in  due  time,  unjust  suspicions  and  delusions. 

When  the  prejudices  of  the  moment  shall  fade 
away,  it  will  appear  passing  strange  in  history,  that 
many  of  those  embarrassments  should  have  assumed 
such  inconsistent  forms.  That  an  administration, 
which,  on  all  occasions,  has  so  studiously  avoided 
the  exercise  of  any  doubtful  powers,  should  repeat- 
edly be  charged  with  usurpation  : that,  devoted  to 
the  strict  construction  of  the  constitution,  which 
was  advocated  by  Jefferson  and  Madison  in  1798, 
it  should  be  rashly  arraigned  for  an  intention  to 
seize  on  the  wide  power  of  both  the  purse  and  the 
sword — and  that,  resisting,  as  it  has  done,  all  un- 
necessary appropriations,  it  should  be  attacked  for 
a want  of  economy  by  some  of  the  very  persons 
who  voted  not  only  for  those  appropriations,  but 
millions  more.  That,  during  the  past  year,  after 
surmounting,  the  remarkable  difficulties  of  the  crisis, 
and  discharging  everyclaim,  however  large,  with 
promptitude,  and  mostly  in  specie  or  a full  equiva- 
lent,  it  should  be  censured  for  hostility  to  a good 
circulating  medium  by  those  who  then  paid  nothing 
in  specie,  and  were  the  advocates  of  a depreciated 
paper;  and  should  ultimately  be  denounced  as  bank- 
rupt by  numbers,  who  were  receiving  from  it  pe- 
cuniary indulgence,  and  are  still  largely  indebted 
to  the  public  treasury. 

That,  sustaining  the  banks,  so  long  as  they  sus- 
tained the  laws,  and  not  opposed  either  to  them  or 
the  credit  system,  while  properly  conducted,  the 
administration  should  be  violently  assailed  as  their 
enemy  : insisting  on  a sound  currency  for  both  ,,ie 
government  and  the  people,  it  should  be  reproached 
with  desiring  a better  one  for  the  former  by  those 
who  forebore  to  insist  on  such  a currency  for  either: 
proposing  additional  guards  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
the  public  money,  it  should  be  inculpated  for  en- 
dangering its  custody  by  some,  who  voted  against 
those  further  securities,  and  by  others  who  were 
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■withholding  that  money  from  the  urgent  necessi- 
ties of  the  government:  and,  after  procuring  for  the 
mercantile  interest  many  millions  of  foreign  in- 
demnities— extensively  improving  harbors  and  riv- 
ers— constructing  light-houses  and  breakwaters — 
making  several  commercial  treaties  of  great  value, 
and  reducing,  where  not  removing  entirely,  many 
burthensome  imposts  on  trade,  it  should  encounter 
virulent  opposition  under  the  groundless  pretence 
of  its  being  hostile  to  commerce. 

In  tine,  that  the  administration,  which,  looking 
to  the  popular  will,  as  expressed  under  the  laws 
and  constitution,  for  its  guide — discountenancing 
monopolies — upholding  equal  rights  at  home,  and 
vindicating  national  honor  abroad,  should  be  crimi- 
nated as  arbitrary,  imbecile,  and  unfaithful,  by  op- 
ponents whose  general  creed  is  to  disregard  bolh 
popular  and  legislative  instructions,  and  some  of 
whom,  after  growing  rich  on  exclusive  privileges, 
have  not  only  abused  those  attempting  to  enforce 
the  acts  of  congress  when  obnoxious,  but  certainly 
have  not  themselves  exhibited,  in  every  emergency, 
that  scrupulous  adherence  to  the  laws,  which  a real 
love  of  order,  sound  morals,  and  a due  respect  for 
the  constituted  authorities  would  seem  to  inculcate. 

Indeed,  that  while  proposing  every  thing  which 
appeared  constitutional  and  conducive  to  public  re- 
lief, it  should  meet  the  unpatriotic  return  of  con- 
stant complaints  for  doing  too  little — constant  op- 
position to  all  proposed  to  do — and  constant  re- 
fusals to  propose  or  to  do  anything  better. 

But,  thanks  to  “the  democratic  republicans” 
you  represent,  and  others  of  like  intelligence,  firm- 
nesss,  and  patriotism,  the  vessel  of  state  still  rides 
out  the  storm. 

Numerous  opponents  as  well  as  friends  of  the 
administration,  after  full  and  candid  investigation, 
have  become  supporters  of  measures  they  before 
disapproved. 

The  course  of  our  cause — the  noble  cause  over 
all  Christendom — of  the  greatest  good  to  the  great- 
est number,  will,  therefore,  still  be  onward. 

The  late  glorious  victory  in  your  state,  so  young 
and  yet  so  distinguished  among  her  sisters,  is  a 
striking  evidence  of  the  sure  progress  of  truth;  and 
the  star  in  the  east,  breaking  forth  with  such  splen- 
dor, is,  I trust,  the  harbinger  of  a brighter  day  for 
the  whole  union. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVT  WOODBURY. 

To  Mark  Harris,  Parker  McCobb,  Rich.  Odell, 

Jos.  Burbank,  Ira  Crocker,  Albert  Winslow, 

Aug.  Haines,  Lemuel  Dyer,  Wm.  Evans,  and 

Jere  Haskell,  esquires. 

THE  EMIGRATING  INDIANS. 

From  the  Terre  Haute  Courier. 

Danville , III.  Sept.  17,  1S38. 

“The  Pottowatomie  Indians  crossed  the  Wabash 
at  Williamsport,  on  Saturday  morning  last,  and  en- 
camped on  the  banks  of  the  BigVermillion,  west  of 
the  town,  about  2 o’clock  on  yesterday,  having  trav- 
elled ten  miles  that  day,  and  twelve  the  day  before. 
This  is  an  average  of  their  travel.  There  move- 
ments are  impeded  much  by  sickness,  and  by  those 
various  accidents  to  which  an  emigrating  party  of 
800,  old  and  young,  may  be  supposed  liable.  Al- 
though there  are  fifty  or  sixty  sick  in  the  camp, 
this  proportion  is  said  to  be  less  than  that  which 
exists  in  the  country  around  Danville  and  other 
portions  of  the  Wabash,  in  proportion  to  population. 
The  emigrating  party  are  under  the  direction  of 
Judge  Polke,  (the  elder  of  the  family  of  that  name,) 
who,  with  the  Rev.  Mr. Petit,  a Catholic  missionary, 
appear  to  enjoy  their  unlimited  confidence.  Judge 
Police  is  one  of  the  most  bland  and  amiable  men 
living;  and  having,  by  a long  and  close  intimacy 
with  the  tribe,  gained  their  confidence,  they  move 
with  him  with  much  alacrity.  Gen.  Tipton,  gen. 
Grover,  gen.  A.  Morgan,  Dr.  Buell,  and  col.  J.  R. 
M.  Bryant,  accompany  the  emigration,  all  of 
whom,  except  gen.  Morgan,  will  part  with  them 
to-morrow,  six  miles  west  of  this  place.  They 
expect  to  strike  the  Mississippi  at  Quincy,  at  which 
point,  if  the  river  is  navigable,  they  will  go  by 
water  to  their  new  homes. 

“ No  man  can  look  upon  these  poor  creatures 
without  lamenting  the  inevitable  necessity  which 
drives  them  from  the  homes  of  their  fathers.  They 
are  certainly  forced  away  from  them  at  this  time, 
and  yet  I question  if  their  more  judicious  and  sin- 
cere friends  will  not  rejoice  at  it.  If  they  had  lin- 
gered much  longer,  morg  would  have  fallen  a prey 
to  the  hand  of  violence,  than  can  now,  by  any  pos- 
sibility, die  in  the  attempt  to  go  west  at  so  inau- 
spicious a season  of  the  year.  Some  affecting 
scenes  have  taken  place  in  the  camp  since  and  be- 
fore the  Indians  were  got  underway.  One  chief- 
tain had  a mother  upwards  of  a hundred  years  old, 
over  which  a consultation  was  held  whether  or  not 
jt  would  be  better  to  put  her  to  death  before  she 


started,  as  no  hopes  of  her  long  surviving  (particu- 
larly under  the  fatigues  of  emigration)  could  rea- 
sonably be  entertained.  Fortunately,  humane 
counsels  prevailed,  and  the  poor  creature  died, 
and  w;as  buried  after  a journey  of  four  days.  Two 
children  were  born  on  Friday  night  last,  and  are 
doing  well,  notwithstanding  they  were  the  next  day 
(as  is  the  Indian  custom)  strapped  on  to  a board, 
and  carried  behind  their  mothers  on  an  Indian 
pony.  Others  have  been  compelled  to  leave  a wife 
after  them  in  one  place,  and  a child  in  another,  in 
consequence  of  sickness;  and  some  have  had  to 
bury  far  remote  from  their  native  hunting  grounds, 
or  from  the  promised  land  of  their  adoption  in  the 
west,  their  nearest  and  dearest  kindred.  These 
things,  of  course,  must  excite  our  sympathies,  but 
how  can  they  be  avoided,  considering  all  things? 
They  are  treated  with  all  possible  kindness  by  the 
amiable  conductor  and  those  under  him;  but  yet 
to  see  800  poor,  half-clothed,  hatless,  breachless 
creatures  in  a single  file,  choked  with  dust  and 
suffocated  with  heat,  mounted  on  poor  half-starved 
Indian  ponies,  is  a sight  that  no  man  of  sensibility 
can  look  upon  unmoved  or  with  composure. 

“ The  difficulty  of  finding  water,  horse-feed,  &c. 
in  crossing  the  Grand  Prairie,  it  is  feared,  may  im- 
pede very  much  their  march,  as  well  as  increase 
among  them  the  progress  of  disease. 

RUSSIAN  PORTS  ON  THE  BALTIC. 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

The  official  paper,  a translation  of  which  follows, 
has  been  recently  communicated  to  the  department 
of  state  through  the  Russian  legation  in  this  city, 
and  is  now  made  public  for  the  information  of  those 
interested  in  the  trade  to  which  it  relates. 

Regulations  for  the-admission  of  merchant  vessels 

laden  with  cotton  into  the  Russian  ports  on  the 

Baltic. 

I.  Respecting  the  passage  of  vessels  through  the  Da- 
nish seas. 

1.  Vessels  laden  with  cotton,  bound  for  the  Rus- 
sian ports  of  the  Baltic,  passing  through  the  sound, 
the  Great  or  the  Little  Belt,  or  the  Holstein  canal,  and 
coming  from  a place  which  is  not  recognized  to  be 
entirely  healthful  by  the  ukase  of  the  22d  of  May, 
1S28,  are  required  to  present,  before  entering  the 
Baltic,  a certificate  in  due  .form,  delivered  by  the 
Danish  quarantine  establishments,  declaning  them 
to  have  been  purified,  or  to  be  in  a satisfactory  sani- 
tary state,  by  virtue  of  the  regulation  of  the  25th  of 
May,  1816. 

2.  Every  vessel  laden  with  cotton  which  arrives 
in  the  Russian  ports  of  the  Baltic  from  a place  re- 
cognized to  be  entirely  healthful  by  the  ukase  of  the 
22d  of  May,  1828,  must  exhibit,  on  its  passage 
throug  h the  Danish  seas,  special  proof  of  the  satis- 
factory condition  of  the  cotton. 

3.  Proofs  of  the  satisfactory  condition  of  the  cot- 
ton are, 

a.  The  passports  given  by  the  custom-house  in 
ports  which  are  not  suspected  indicating  the  quan- 
tity and  origin  of  the  cotton  shipped  in  the  said 
ports; 

b.  Certificates  of  the  same  tenor,  given  b}' our 
consuls,  or  by  the  consuls  of  the  powers  to  which  the 
vessels  belong,  if  such  documents  are  given  in  the 
ports  where  the  cotton  has  been  laden. 

4.  All  vessels  of  which  the  cargo,  in  part  or  in 
whole,  consists  of  cotton,  must,  without  exception, 
be  furnished  with  the  required  certificate  and  in  due 
form,  from  the  Danish  quarantine  establishments, 
without  which- they  will  not  be  admitted  into  our 
port. 

5.  When  vessels  are  provided  with  neither  a cus- 
tom-house passport  nor  a consular  cerlificate,  stating 
the  quantity  of  the  cotton,  and  that  it  comes  from  a 
place  not  suspected,  or  that  it  has  been  purified  by 
a quarantine,  and  when  these  vessels  have  not  even 
a quarantine  certificate,  they  will  be  obliged  (if  they 
are  bound  with  this  cotton  from  a place  perfectly 
healthy  to  a Russian  port)  to  perform  a quarantine 
in  Denmark,  and  to  provide  themselves  there  with 
the  requisite  certificates  in  due  form;  without  which 
they  will  not  be  permitted  to  continue  their  voyage, 
as  they  will  not  be  received  in  Russian  ports. 

6.  If  the  merchandise  arriving  on  board  a vessel 
contain  cotton  from  Egypt,  or  from  any  other  sus- 
pected place,  and  the  Danish  government  thinks 
that  it  ought  to  be  subjected  to  the  disinfecting 
process,  and  that  it  must  be  discharged  for  this  pur- 
pose, the  remainder  of  the  vessel’s  cargo  cannot  be 
regarded  as  not  suspected,  and  must  be  subjected 
to  an  exterior  purification  of  the  packages  and  en- 
velopes of  the  merchandise.  The  vessel  itself  must 
be  purified  according  to  the  quarantine  rules,  and 
the  crew  submit  to  a fourteen  days’  quarantine  of 
observation,  counting  from  the  day  of  the  purifica- 
tion of  the  merchandise;  after  which  the  direction 
of  the  local  quarantine  will  furnish  them  with  the 


requisite  certificate,  without  which  such  vessels 
will  not  be  received  into  Russian  ports. 

II.  Relative  to  the  admission  of  vessels  into  the  ports 
of  Russia. 

7.  In  consequence  of  the  preceding  rules,  no  ves- 
sels laden  with  cotton  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Russian  ports,  and  allowed  to  discharge  their  car- 
goes, except  those  which  exhibit  a certificate  of 
one  of  the  Danish  quarantine  establishments,  stating 
the  satisfactory  condition  of  the  cotton,  and  also 
that  the  suspected  cotton  has  been  unladen  to  be 
duly  purified,  and  that  the  vessel  and  the  cargo  re- 
maining on  board  have  been  likewise  purified,  and 
that  the  crew  has  performed  the  required  quaran- 
tine of  observation. 

8.  Simple  receipts  for  the  payment  of  the  sound 
duties,  without  the  abovementioned  endorsement, 
will  not  be  sufficient  when  exhibited  by  vessels 
laden  with  cotton;  and  these  vessels  will  be  treated 
like  all  those  which  are  not  provided  with  sufficient 
certificates  as  to  their  healthful  condition,  that  is  to 
say,  they  will  be  sent  back  to  Elsineur.  The  same 
rule  will  be  applied  to  vessels  which,  having  left  at 
Elsineur  the  suspected  cotton  to  be  purified,  shall 
obtain  permission  to  leave  that  place  without  hav- 
ing been  purified  conformably  to  the  provisions  of 
the  sixth  article. 

(Signed)  The  Minister  of  the  Exterior,  Se- 
cretary of  State, 

D.  BLOUDOFF. 


MR.  CALHOUN  AND  MR.  DAWSON. 

Greensborough,  August  28,  1838. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Recorder  and  journal: 

Gentlemen:  You  will  favor  me  by  publishing 
in  your  papers  the  enclosed  reply  to  lire  communi- 
cation of  the  lion.  John  C.  Calhoun,  published 
some  short  time  since  in  the  Intelligencer,  and 
other  papers. 

Respectfully, 

WM.  C.  DAWSON. 

I have  read  a communication  of  the  hon.  Mr. 
Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  to  the  public,  publish- 
ed in  the  National  Intelligencer,  purporting  to  be  a 
reply  to  certain  parts  of  a speech  delivered  by  me 
in  congress,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities,  and  to  carry 
into  elfect  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
&c.,  delivered  on  the  31st  day  of  May  last.  This 
communication  I cannot  consider  otherwise  than 
very  extraordinary;  and  have  had  some  difficulty 
in  conjecturing  the  object  the  honorable  senator 
had  in  making  it;  and  perhaps  I am  now  mistaken 
in  the  impressions  made  on  my  mind  as  to  his  ob- 
ject and  his  motives;  he  certainly  ha3  in  a great 
measure  mistaken  mine.  His  communication  is 
marked  with  language  at  least  uncourteous,  and  by 
no  means  justified  by  the  speech  he  replies  to,  or 
warranted  by  those  rules  of  action  which  have 
usually  governed  his  course;  all  this,  however,  I 
disregard — the  speech  and  his  communication  are 
before  the  public.  The  senator  says:  “ whatever 
may  have  been  my  motive,  I have  done  him  great 
injustice,  both  in  what  I have  stated  and  what  I 
have  omitted  to  state,”  which  (he  says)  is  his  ob- 
ject to  correct  by  his  communication.  I can  assure 
him  I designed  to  do  him  no  injustice.  But  the 
honorable  senator  alledges  that  “ I have  done  him 
great  injustice  in  what  I have  stated.” 

1 cannot  find  in  the  extract  he  has  made  from 
my  speech,  even  disconnecting  it,  as  he  has  done 
from  the  preceding  and  subsequent  parts,  a single 
allegation  or  charge  against  him.  My  remarks 
were  directed  against  the  general  government. 
The  senator,  as  secretary  of  war,  negotiated  the 
treaty  of  1S19  with  the  Cherokee  Indians;  what  I 
said  in  relation  to  it  he  has  applied  to  himself — be 
it  so;  he  perhaps  had  his  object  and  motives  in  as- 
suming his  position. 

The  question  suggests  itself,  what  part  of  the 
speech  has  done  the  senator  injustice?  The  follow- 
ing extract  is  cited  by  him,  I presume,  as  an  evi- 
dence of  the  charge: 

“The  ‘lower  towns,’  who  thus  made  known  their 
desire,  in  the  year  1808,  to  continue  the  hunter-life, 
and  also  the  scarcity  of  game  where  they  then  lived, 
and  their  wfish, -under  those  circumstances,  to  re- 
move across  the  Mississippi  river,  on  some  vacant 
land  of  the  United  States,  were  chiefly  that  portion 
of  the  Cherokee  trib.e  who  were  in  the  occupancy 
of  the  lands  which  the  United  States  were’ to  obtain 
for  Georgia.  Notwithstanding  this  disposition  of 
the  Indians  to  surrender  their  lands  as  early  as 
1808,  the  United'States  did  not  embrace  it,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  abandoned  her  duty,  and  made  no 
effort  to  obtain  the  land  until  this  treaty  of  1817, 
which  extinguished  the  occupant  right  of  the  Che- 
rokee Indians  to  nearly  all  the  lands  contemplated 
by  the  compact  of  1802.  Ge'orgia  now  thought  her 
just  rights  were  secured  : and  that  soon  her  forests 
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would  become  fields,  and  her  population  increase. 
Notwithstanding  these  just  expectations,  this  treaty 
of  1817,  against  which  no  allegation  had  been  made 
of  fraud  or  injustice,  unless  it  was  considered  a 
fraud  in  the  United  States  to  comply  with  her  con- 
tract, and  to  have  done  an  act  of  justice  to  Georgia, 
was,  by  articles  of  convention  made  between  John 
C.  Calhoun,  secretary  of  war,  being  specially  au- 
thorized therefor  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  Chero- 
kee nation  of  Indians,  duly  authorized  and  empow- 
ered by  said  nation,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on 
the  17th  February,  1819,  readjusted,  and,  so  far  as 
the  interest  of  Georgia  was  involved,  measurably 
abrogated,  and,  on  its  very  face,  virtually  declared 
that  the  United  States  did  not  intend  to  comply  with 
the  articles  which  she  was  solemnly,  pledged  to 
fulfil.” 

These  statements  contained  in  that 'extract,  so 
far  as  they  relate  to  the  effects  produced  by  the 
treaty  of  IS  1 9,  the  senator  says:  “are  destitute  of 
any  foundation.”  This  bold  assertion  would  justify 
me  in  the  use  of  language  equally  uncourteous. 

The  treaty  of  1817,  as  it  shows  on  its  very  face, 
contemplated  “a  division  line  between  the  upper 
and  low'er  towns,  so  as  to  include  all  the  waters  of 
the  Hiwassee  river  to  the  upper  towns,  that  by  thus 
contracting  their  society  within  narrow  limits,  they 
proposed  to  begin  the  establishment  of  fixed  laws, 
and  regular  government.  The  lower  towns,  to  make 
known  their  desire  to  continue  the  hunter  life,  fee., 
and  under  the  circumstances,  to  move  across  the 
.Mississippi.”  The  chiefs  of  these  towns  knowing 
that,  under  the  compact  of  1802,  they  could  not 
long  remain  in  Georgia,  bat  would  have  to  surrender, 
were  willing  then  to  do  so,  and  go  west;  to  effect 
which,  the  3d  and  4th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  1817 
in  relation  to  the  taking  of  the  census,  and  the  ex- 
change of  lands,  were  entered  into;  and  had  those 
articles  been  faithfully  carried  out  by  the  govern- 
ment, the  “lower  towns”  would  have  long  since 
been  removed,  and  “nearly  all  the  lands  contem- 
plated by  the  compact  been  procured  for  Georgia.” 
The  senator  denies  “ that  the  treaty  of  1S19  read- 
justed that  of  1S17.”  Did  not  the  treaty  of  IS  19 
readjust  the  3d  and  4th  articles  of  1817?”  I quote 
the  senator’s  own  words:  “The  Cherokees,  in  order 
to  avoid  further  delay,  made  the  liberal  offer  to 
cede  one-third  of  their  territory  on  this  side  of  the 
Mississippi;  which  was  accepted,  as  well  from  its 
liberality  as  from  a desire  to  avoid  expenses  and 
trouble  of  taking  the  census  required  by  the  treaty 
cf  1S17.”  To  avoid  this  very  expense  and  trouble, 
Georgia  has  been  postponed  in  obtaining  her  rights 
by  the  treaty  of  1319;  hence  the  allegation,  that 
the  treaty  of  1817,  so  far  as  “the  rights  of  Georgia 
were  involved,  were  measurably  abrogated  by  that 
of  1819.” 

It  remains  now  for  me  only  to  show  that  the 
treaty  of  1819,  “on  its  very  face,  virtually  declared 
that  the  United  States  did  not  intend  to  comply  with 
the  compact.”  I refer  to  the  preamble,  in  these 
words: 

“Whereas  a greater  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation 
have  expressed  an  earnest  desire  to  remain  on  this 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  being  desirous,  in  order 
to  commence  those  measures  which  they  deem  ne- 
cessary to  the  civilization  and  preservation  of  their 
nation,  that  the  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  them,  signed  the  eighth  of  July,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seventeen,  might,  without  further  delay, 
or  the  trouble  or  expense  of  taking  the  census,  as 
stipulated  in  the  said  treaty,  be  finally  adjusted, 
have  offered  to  cede  to  the  United  States  a tract  of 
country  at  the  least  as  extensive  as  that  which  they 
probably  are  entitled  to  under  its  provisions,  the 
contracting  parties  have  agreed  to  and  conclude 
the  following  articles.” 

This  treat}-  also  granted  640  acres,  as  reservations, 
to  certain  heads  of  Indian  families.  Thus  arrange- 
ments were  made  and  measures  adopted  by  which 
the  Indians  were  to  remain  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
within  the  limits  of  Georgia.  By  the  reservations 
the  general  government  placed  herself  in  violation 
of  the  compact  of  1302 — for  instead  of  extinguishing 
the  Indian  occupant  right,  the  title  is  made  absolute 
in]the  Indian  fee. 

The  senator  says,  if  I had  examined  the  treaties 
of  1317  and  1319,  and  compared  them  before  I made 
“these  unfounded  assertions,”  I would  have  found 
that  the  treaty  of  1319  “ did  not  readjust  a single 
article  or  provision  of  the  treaty  of  1817;  nor  abro- 
gate it,  or  sef  it  aside,  so  far  as  the  interest  of  Geor- 
gia, or  any  other  interest  was  involved,"  in  the 
slightest  particular.”  If  these  assertions  are  cor- 
rect, why  has  not  the  3d  and  4th  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  IS  17  been  executed?  Why  was  not  the 
census  taken  pf  the  lower  towns,  and  the  exchange 
of  lands,  as  contemplated,  consummated?  The 
senator  will  find,  on  examination,  his  assertions 
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To  show  the  senator  that  my  views  in  relation 
to  the  treaty  of  1819  are  not  peculiar  to  myself,  I 
will  refer  him  to  several  public  documents,  emana- 
ting from  the  legislature  of  Georgia,  the  congress 
of  the  United.  States,  and  distinguished  individuals, 
who  have  expressed  the  same  opinions  I have,  and 
made  them  public  many  years  ago. 

I begin  with  the  remonstrance  of  the  legislature 
of  Georgia,  adopted  in  the  year  1819;  it  was  drafted 
by  the  late  colonel  Duncan  G.  Campbell,  and  ap- 
proved by  governor  Clark. 

Extracts  from  the  memorial,  remonstrance,  and 
protest  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  state  of  Georgia,  “in  general  assembly  met,” 
adopted  unanimously  : 

“ In  1817,  commissioners  acting  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States  treated  with  the  Cherokee 
nation  of  Indians,  some  of  whom  resided  within 
our  limits.  By  this  treaty  the  interests  of  Georgia 
were  more  regarded,  and  we  believe  a plan  laid 
which  would  have  resulted  in  the  speedy  extinction  of 
the  Indian  claim  within  our  limits,  and  upon  terms 
not  only  ‘ peaceable  ’ and  ’reasonable,’  but  conve- 
nient and  beneficial  to  the  union.” 

“ How  we  can  be  defeated  of  the  interest,  and 
divested  of  the  title  which  resulted  from  the  treaty, 
becomes  a point  of  enquiry  and  of  feeling  import- 
ance. Your  memorialists  acknowledged  the  legal- 
ity of  no  measure  which  seeks  thus  to  defeat  or 
divest  them.  On  the  contrary,  they  insist  upon  the- 
validity  and  the  execution  of  that  contract  in  all 
instances  in  which  it  conveys  a benefit.” 

“ Your  memorialists  beg  leave  furlhc-r  to  call  in 
question  the  articles  of  convention  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  con- 
cluded on  the  27 th  February,  1819.  We  consider 
these  articles  as  furnishing  a fair  subject  for  the  an- 
imadversion of  Georgia.  They  profess  to  nullify  in 
a.  great  degree  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1817, 
and  to  set  up  their  own  provisions  as  substitutes 
therefor.  As  objectional  as  the  original  was,  this 
substitute  is  the  more  so.  If  the  grant  of  reserves 
in  the  first  furnished  grounds  of  complaint,  those 
in  the  last  are  much  more  offensive;  for  the  possi- 
bility of  reversion  is  not  retained.  Shall  we  be 
told  that  all  these  measures  find  their  justification 
in  policy,  and  their  apology  in  benevolence?  Shall 
this  treaty  be  passed  upon  us  in  the  imposing  form 
of  humanity,  and  we  compelled  to  subserve  its 
views  and  pay  blind  obedience  to  its  commands? 
We  trust  that  we  may  be  heard;  and  thus  if,  in  ut- 
tering our  complaints,  we  shall  speak  with  an  un- 
becoming boldness,  our  excuse  may  be  found  in 
the  extended  catalogue  of  Indian  aggression,  and 
the  aggravated  series  of  frontier-suffering. 

Thus  the  legislature  of  Georgia  unanhvously  as- 
sert, and  the  governor  approves,  that  the  treaty  or 
articles  of  1819  “ profess  to  nullify  in  a great  degree 
the  provisions' of  the  treaty  of  1817,  and  to  set  up 
their  own  provisions,  as  substitutes  therefor. ” Yet 
the  senator  says,  “the  treaty  of'  1819  did  not  re- 
adjust a single  article  or  provision  of  the  treaty  of 
IS  17,  nor  abrogate  it,  nor  set  it  aside,  in  the  slight- 
est particular,  so  far  a3  the  interest  of  Georgia  or 
any  other  interest  was  involved.”  Here  is  an  issue 
between  the  governor  and  legislature  of  Georgia, 
and  the  senator;  the  presumption  is  that  the  public 
functionaries  of  the  state  know  somethiug  of  the 
rights  and  interest  of  the  state. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  the  honorable  Wilson  Lump- 
kin to  governor  Clark.,  dated 

Mitledgeville,  Nov.  8,  1319. 

“ Sir:  Under  the  treaty  concluded  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  in  February  last,  between  the  Chero- 
kee nation  and  the  secretary  of  war,  a small  portion 
of  land  was  acquired  within  the  limits  of  Georgia.” 
Extract  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Lfilmer. 

“ By  the  same  eighth  article  of  the  said  treaty, 
all  the  Cherokee  Indians  who  may  choose  to  do  so 
are  authorized  to  become  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  The  committee  are  not  aware  of  the  exis 
fence  of  a power  of  conferring  the  rights  of  citizen- 
ship in  any  other  branch  of  the  government  than 
congress.  They  think  it  unnecessary  to  make 
further  comment  on  this  part -of  the  subject.  The 
state  of  Georgia  would,  however,  have  had  less 
reason  to  complain  at  present,  notwithstanding  all 
these  causes,  if  the  remaining  terms  of  this  treaty, 
had  been  executed  as  agreed  upon.  The  Indians 
contracted  that  they  would,  in  addition  to  the  lands 
which  they  had  ceded,  absolulely  convey  an  addi- 
tional quantity,  which  should  bear  the  same  por- 
tion to  the  whole  quantity  of  lands  belonging  to 
them  as  the  Indians  on  the  western  side  of  the 
Mississippi  river  bore  to  the  whole  nation.  The 
number  of  all  the  Indians  was  to  be  ascertained 
by  the  month  of  June,  1318,  and  commissioners 
were  then  to  be  appointed  to  divide  the  lands  accor- 
ding to  the  proportion  just  named.  The  stale  of 
Georgia,  had  a right  to  expect  that  those  lands  would 
be  laid  off  ivilhin  ils  boundary.  But  tlje  UV*  1 


States  made  another  treaty  with  the  same  Indians, 
to  wit:  on  the  27th  day  of  February,  1819,  by 
which  they  yield  up  to  the  Indians  all  the  advantages 
derived  from  the  former,  upon  certain  conditions. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  United 
States  had  no  such  power.” 

The  foregoing  extracts  show  the  opinions  of 
governor  Lumpkin  and  governor  Gilmer.  The  re- 
port asserts  that  the  treaty  of  1819  “yields  up  to 
the  Indians  all  the  advantages  derived  from  the 
former,  ( the  treaty  of  1 S 1 7, ) upon  certain  condi- 
tions; ” yet  it  is  said  by  the  senator,  the  interest  of 
Ceorgia  “ is  not  effected  in  the  slightest  particular.” 
This  is  the  second  issue  long  since  tendered  the 
defender  of  the  treaty  of  1819;  why  was  not  the 
report  of  governor  Gilmer  attacked? 

I also  annex  the  following,  which  sustains  what 
the  senator  has  been  pleased  to  say  has  done  him 
great  injustice. 

Extract  of  a Idler  from,  the  Georgia  delegation  in 
congress,  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
dated 

Washington,  10th  March,  1838. 
“It  is  with  deep  concern  that  the  necessity  is  left, 
of  pressing  upon  the  general  government  the  consi- 
derations that  are  due  to  its  character  for  good  lailh 
in  its  contracts  with  a member  of  the  union.  Since 
the  year  1802,  implicit  reliance  has  been  placed  in 
the  general  government,  and  tile  just  expectation  has 
been  indulged,  that  in  the  execuiion  of  its  high  du- 
ties, the  executive  administration  would  carefully 
and  steadily  pursue  the  object  lor  which  the  faith  of 
the  union  was  pledged,  'the  peaceable  extinguishment, 
on  reasonable  terms,  of  the  Indian  title  to  all  lands 
within  the  territoiial  limits  of  Georgia.’  In  1817, 
(ho  public  declaration  of  the  president  lo  congress, 
that  an  arrangement  had  been  made  by  which,  in 
exchange  for  lands  beyond  the  Mississippi,  a great 
part,  il  not  the  whole  of  lands  possessed  by  the 
Cherokee  tribe  eastward  of  that  river,  in  the  stales 
of  North  Carolina,  T ennessee,  arid  Georgia,  and  in 
the  territory  of  Alabama,  would  be  soon  acquired, 
gave  a just  expectation,  that  the  national  pledge 
given  to  Georgia  would  be  redeemed.  In  the  eight 
years  which  have  succeeded,  these  anticipations  of 
the  president,  have  been  realized  every  where  but  in 
Georgia.  The  successive  purchases  made  since  that 
period,  have  crowded  the  Cherokees  out  of  Tennes- 
see, Alabama,  and  North  Carolina, .almost  altogether 
into  Georgia;  and  the  lerms  upon  which  they  have 
been  made,  created  all  the  difficulties  now  encoun- 
tered in  the  peaceful  acquisition  on  reasonable  terms, 
of  the  lands  upon  which  the  Cherokees  are  now  per- 
mitted to  remain — difficulties  which  are  every  hour 
increasing,  from  the  policy  pursued  by  the  general 
government.  It  is,  with  all  due  respect,  a subject  of 
serious  inquiry,  what  produced  the  extraordinary 
change  in  the  wishes  of  the  Cherokee  tribe,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  treaty  of  IS]??  How  it  happened, 
that  the  Cherokees  of  the  upper  towns,  most  of 
whom  were  without  the  limits  of  Georgia,  and  who 
desired  to  be  fixed  permanently  on  the  lands  on 
which  they  then  lived,  were  induced,  in  1819,  to 
abandon  their  designs,  and  many  of  them  to  become 
inhabitants  of  the  region  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
while  the  Cherokees  of  the  lower  towns,  (most  of 
them  within  the  state  of  Georgia,)  anxiously  desiring 
to  remove  in  1317,  were  in  1819  tempted  to  remain, 
arid  filled  with  the  desire  of  a permanent  establish- 
ment there?” 

This  letter  of  the  delegation  of  Georgia  in  con- 
gress, was  written  in  1824,  and  directly  attacks  the 
treaty  of  1819.  in  terms  as  strong  and  direct. 

Extracts  from  the  “report  of  the  select  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  president’s  message  of  the 
30th  March,  1823,  relating  to  the  compact  of  1S02, 
bet  ween  the  United  States  and  the  stale  of  Georgia, 
also  a memorial  of  the  legislature  of  said  stale,  upon 
the  same  subject.” 

“The  attention  of  congress  has  been  called  to  the 
arrangements  made  with  the  Cherokees  in  1S17, 
and  1819.  The  arrangements  of  1S17,  were  fertile 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  wishes  of  the 
Cherokees,  as  declared  to  Mr.  Jefferson  in  ISOS,  hy 
a deputation  from  the  upper  and  lower  towns.  The 
lower  towns  desired  to  continue  the  hunters  life, 
and  for  that  purpose  wished  to  remove  across  the 
Mississippi.  The  wishes  of  the  upper  and  lower 
towns  were  granted,  and  arrangements  made  for 
the  removal  of  the  latter  across  the  Mississippi. 
No  line  was  drawn  between  the  upper  and  lower 
towns,  although  a request  was  made  of  th?  Indians 
that  it  should  be  done  by  the  United  States.  The 
arrangement  of  1S27,  provides  for  the  fulfilment  of 
the  wishes  expressed  in  1803,  and  promises  of  the 
government  in  1S09,  the  wishes  of  the  lower  towns 
was  a removal  beyond  the  Mississippi;  of  the  up- 
per, a contraction  of  their  society  within  narrower 
limits.  By  the  3d  and  4th  articles,  it  was  agreed 
thita  census  should  be  taken  of  t lie  population  be- 
• ' ’ the  Mississippi,  and  of  those  who  chose  lo 
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emigrate  thither;  and  a census  of  those  who  chose 
to  remain  in  their  present  location.  The  territory 
occupied  by  them  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi, 
was  to  be  divided  according  to  the  relative  numbers 
ofthose  who  bad  migrated, and  would  migrate  to  the 
remainder;  and  that  portion  which  fell  to  the  mi- 
grators, was  to  be  received  by  the  U.  S.  in  place  of 
the  lands  furnished  to  the  Cberokees,  beyond  the 
Mississippi.  From  this  plan,  the  extinguishment 
of  the  title  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  was  anticipat- 
ed, and  would  have  taken  place,  had  it  been  exe- 
cuted iu  its  spirit  by  the  general  government. 
(See  No.  3 — extracts  from  McMins  letter.)  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  the  census  was  never  taken, 
and  that  in  1849,  a deputation  of  Cherokees  was 
permitted  to  come  to  Washington,  to  adjust  finally 
the  difficulties  arising  out  of  the  treaty,  of  1817. 
The  lower  Cherokee  towns  in  the  limits  of 
Georgia,  did  not  remove  beyond  the  Mississippi. 
Most  of  the  removals  took  place  from  the  upper 
towns,  out  of  the  limits  of  Georgia.  In  place  of 
the  proportion  of  lands  to  be  abandoned  according 
to  the  treaty  of  1817,  a fixed  quantity  was  accepted, 
a very  small  and  worthless  part  of  which  is  in 
Georgia.” 

“The  treaty  is  made  in  consequence  of  the  ear- 
nest desire  of  a great  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation 
to  remain  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  to  com- 
mence the  measures  necessary  to  the  civilization 
and  preservation  of  the  nation.  The  committee 
are  surprised  that  the  occasion  w:as  not  taken  to 
satisfy  the  Indians,  that  their  continuance  in 
Georgia  was  impossible,  unless  Georgia  consented 
to  it;  and  still  more  so,  that  the  Indians  should  be 
encouraged  by  this  preamble  of  a treaty,  made  at 
the  seat  of  government,  under  the  eyes  of  the  pre- 
sident, to  entertain  that  expectation.  The  treaty  of 
1817,  and  that  ot  1819,  show  a strange  forgetfulness- 
el"  the  limited  extent  of  the  power  of  the  United 
States,  over  the  land  in  question.  The  secretary  of 
warr  acting  under  the  directions  of  this  executive  ma- 
gistrate, and  pursuing  the  example  set  in  1S17,  seems 
to  have  imagined  that  the  United  States  and  the  In- 
dians could  do  lavjfulhj,  whatever  suited  their  mutual 
convenience,  without  regard  to  the  stale  of  Georgia; 
an  error  which  had  been  previously  committed  in 
treaties  with  the  Creeks.  No  difference  was  made 
between  Indian  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  state 
claiming  the  eventful  jurisdiction  and  soil,  and  the 
Indian  lands,  where  I he  soil  is  the  property  of  the 
United,  States.  Pi  ovisions  are  made  in  both  trea- 
ties, for  vesting  individuals  with  the  fee  simple  ti- 
tles to  the  land,  and  to  convert  them,  by  a short 
process,  into  cilizens.  The  right  of  the  United 
States  to  do  either, is  absolutely  denied  by  the  com- 
mittee. The  general  government  can  take  the 
property  of  individuals  for  public  use,  but  the  con- 
stitution, withholds  the  power  even  to  prejudice  the 
claims  of  any  state..  Congress  can  establish  an 
uniform  rule  of  naturalization;  the  executive  ma- 
gistrate cannot  make  by  an  Indian  treaty,  special 
exceptions,  to  the  established  rule.  The  effect  of 
such  acts  on  the  part  of  the  general  government 
was  to  be  anticipated.  The  Indians  were  taught 
The  value  of  property,  and  the  advantages  to  be  ob- 
tained by  a continuance  in  their  present  position.” 
jLJitruct  from  a speech  of  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  de- 
livered in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  U. 

Stales,  on  the  17 th  March,  1820. 

“At  present,  I know  of  no  other  method,  by  which 
this  condition  of  the  cession  on  the  part  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  can  be  performed,  but  by  a removal  sf  the 
Indians..  That  this  measure,  under  any  circum- 
stances, would  be  good  policy,  will  not  be  doubted. 
In  1817,  the  people  of  Georgia  were  inspired  with  a 
hope  that  this  would  be  speedily  done,  under  a treaty 
concluded  with  the  Cherokees  by  governor  McM'inn, 
and:  generals  Jackson  and  Meriwether.  By  this, 
an,  arrangement  was  made  for  the  removal  of  a large 
pant  of  that  nation  to  the  territory  of  the  United 
Stales  west  of  the  Mississippi.  A part  sf  the  nation 
have  been  removed.  The  arrangement  substantially 
was  an  exchange  of  territory.  A census  was  to  be 
taken,  and'  in  the  proportion  of  the  numbers  who 
migrate'  to  the  west,  lands  on  the  east  of  the  Mis- 
issippi  should'  be  ceded  to  the  United  States. — 
However  great  the  hope  of  substantial  benefit,  the  state 
oj  Georgia  might  entertain  from,  this  treaty,  she  has 
been  disappointed  in  the  result.  Indeed,  the  whole 
arrangement  seems  to  he  at  an  end.  Although  all 
the  Enffians  inhabiting  the  “lower  towns,”  land  of 
course  principally  in  Georgia,  were  desirous  of  re- 
moving only  twelve  months  before;  it  seems,  by  a 
subsequent  treaty,  concluded  at  this  place  in  1819,  that 
“a  greater  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation”  now  desire 
to  remain  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  “in  order  to 
commence  those  measures,  necessary  for  their  civi- 
lization and  preservation  of  their  nation.”  It  is  true, 
th  at  by  each  of  these  cessions,  more  lands  were 
yielded  by  the  Indians.  But  as  usual,  the  valuable 
jiaii,  of  them  is  within  other  states,  with  whom  (he 


United  States  have  no  control.  Unproductive  hilis 
and  mountains  are  the  qmrtion  of  Georgia. 

Citizens  of  Georgia!  can  you  believe  that  “I 
have  done  great  injustice”  to  the  honorable  John 
C.  Calhoun,  in  any  thing  stated  in  my  speech,  in 
relation  to  the  treaty  of  1819?  After  you  shall 
have  read  the  speech,  and  compared  it  with  the 
foregoing  reports  of  the  select  committee  in  songress, 
and  the  speech  of  that  able  and  distinguished  man, 
the  late  Thomas  W.  Cobb,  whose  name  has  been 
so  often  associated  with  the  interest,  the  honor,  and 
councils  of  the  state,  and  of  the  United  States;  and 
whose  mind  touched  no  subject  without  shedding 
light  on  it:  when  he  said  the  treaty  of  1819  did  in- 
justice to  Georgia,  in  a speech  in  the  congress  of 
the  United  States,  why  did  not  the  senator  then 
defend  and  show  that  the  assertion  was  “ destitute 
of  foundation?” 

If  I have  done  “injustice”  to  the  senator  in  any 
thing  I have  said  against  the  treaty  of  1819,  so  has 
the  legislature  of  Georgia,  governor  Clark,  gover- 
nor Lumpkin,  governor  Gilmer;  the  whole  of  the 
Georgia  members  in  congress,  in  1824.  The  re- 
port of  the  select  committee  in  congress  in  1823, 
and  the  honorable  Thomas  W.  Cobb,  in  his  speech 
in  1820. 

I again  ask  why,  at  this  late  day,  has  it  become 
necessary  to  defend  ttie  treaty  of  1819?  which  has 
been  so  repeatedly  denounced,  since  the  day  of  its 
ratification,  by  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 
Can  it  be  that  the  senator  is  correct,  and  all  others 
who  have  expressed  contrary  opinions  on  the  sub- 
ject incorreet?  AH  the  authorities  of  Georgia,  with- 
out regard  to  party,  have  been  consistent  in  their 
opposition  to  the  treaty  of  181-3;  that  treaty  has 
been  discussed  and  denounced  in  the  state  for 
years.  I repeat,  I-  am.  unconscious  of  having  done, 
or  intending  in  any  thing  I have  said,  to  have  done, 
any  injustice  to  the  senator.  If  what  I dkl  say  is  in- 
jurious to  him,  it  is  not  my  fault — what  assertions 
I have  made  are  true,  and  have  been  made  by 
many  others. 

Having,  I trust,  shown  that  no  injustice  has  been 
done  by  me  to  the  senator  in  what  T have  said,  it 
now  remains  for  me  to  defend  myself  for  what  the 
senator  says  “I  omitted  to  say — omission.”  He 
says  “common  justice  required  (to  say  nothing  of 
our  former,  shall  I say  political  relations)  that  while 
he  was  arraigning  my  alledged  political  demerits 
against  Georgia,  he  ought  not  to  have  forgot  my 
merits."  I have  not  arraigned  “his  political  demer- 
its,” nor  had  I forgotten  “ his  merits;”  I discussed 
neither,  nor  was  it  my  object  to  do  so;  I was  com- 
menting on  the  acts  of  the  government,  not  on  Mr. 
Calhoun’s  “merits,”  or  “demerits.”  He  says  “I 
ought  not  to  have  omitted  to  inform  tile  house,  and 
my  constituents,  as  an  offset  at  least,  that  he,  whom 
I was  holding  up  in  so  censurable  a light  to  them, 
for  the  treaty  of  1819,  was  the  author  of  the  plan 
for  removing  the  Cherokees-  and  all  the  southern 
tribes  of  Indians  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi; 
which  has  added  so  many  millions  of  fertile  acres 
to  the  states  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
Tennessee,  and  North  Carolina;  and  wilt,  in  a 
shs>rt  time,  remove  the  last  remains  of  the  aborigi- 
nal race  beyond  their  limits.”  The  senator  must 
pardon  me  for  that  “omission;”  I did  not  know 
the  fact  before  I saw  it  in  his  communication:  I 
had  heard  the  plan  attributed  to  others;  I now  state 
to  my  constituents,  by  way  of  supplying  that 
“omission,”  that  the  senator  says  “he  wa3  the  au- 
thor of  the  plan.” 

The  senator  says  “I  seemed  to  forget  that  the 
government  lias  never  and  probably  will  never  re- 
alise one  cent  from  the  ceded  lands  in  North  Caro- 
lina and  Tennessee;”  no  sir!  I did  not  target;  for 
in  no  part  of'  my  speech  have  I said  any  tiling  of 
the  sales  of  the  lands  in  North  Carolina  by  (lie  gen- 
era] government.  1 spoke  of  the  fertile  lands  ob- 
.ta-fned  -elsewhere.  I said,  “to  disincumber  the 
governmept  of  tier  debt,  taxes  had  been  increased 
by  the  tariff  q/TSKi;  lands  were 'obtained  far  the 
purpose  ol  sale’,  so  that  the  proceeds  might  g'o  info 
the  treasury  of  the  union-,  The  treaty  of  1817  ob- 
tained lands  for  Georgia,  for  w/jich-XUe  general  gov- 
ernment had  to  expenfi  not  receive!,  hence  the  modi- 
fication ef  the  treaty  of  1817,  by  the  one  made  at 
Washington  city  in  1819,  by  which  Georgia  lost 
her  rights,  and  the  rich  an  A fertile  lands  of  .Alabama 
and  Tennessee  were  obtained,,  sold,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds applied  in  payment  of  the  public  and  other 
debts  of  this  government;  to  all  this  Georgia,  in 
1819,  remonstrated  and  submitted  injustice,  increas- 
ing, as  it  always  does,  by  submission  to  it.” 

I w’ill  say  to  the  senator,  there  are  many  things 
which  I shall  “omit  to  say”  at  this  (ime,  connected 
with  the  treaties  for  the  benefit  of  Georgia;  and  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  and  the  ratification  of 
a treaty  by  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  These 
things,  I “omitted  to  say”  for  I had  no  desire  to  in- 
jure any  one,  even  justly. 


In  the  conclusion  of  the  senator’s  communication,, 
lie  says,  “as  to  the  motive  of  the  honorable  member,- 
I have  nothing,  to  say.  I never  have  given  him  any 
cause  or  provocation  for  the  uncalled  for  attack,  un- 
less, indeed,  t he  misfortune  of  differing  from  him.  on 
the  great  question  of  the  day,  may  be  regarded  as- 
such.” 

Why  this  conclusion?  what  is  this  uncalled  for  at- 
tack which  is  without  cause  or  provocation?  nothing 
but  an  attack  on  the  treaty  of  1819,  which  happened 
to  be  negotiated  l>y  the  senator;  not  at  all  involving 
the  ‘■‘politi  cal  merits  or  demerits”  of  the  senator,  "un- 
less, indeed,"  he  considers  himself  the  treaty  and  the 
government,  the  same  thing,  and  knows  of  no  excuse 
I have  for  this,  “ unless. , indeed,"  it  be  the  misfortune 
of  differing  from  me,  on  the  great  question  of  the 
day. 

1 assure  the  senator,  that  if  he  has  adopted  the 
rule,  that  a difference  of  opinion,  on- even  the  great 
question  of  the  day,  as  he  is  pleased  to  cali  it  among 
political  friends,  is  to  he  “cause  or  provocation,” 
sufficient  “for  an  uncalled  for  attack,”  not  to  apply 
the  rule  to  me,  lor  I trust  I shall  never  abandon  a 
political  friend  for  the  “mere  difference  of  opinion, 
upon  a question  of  expediency” — was  the  senator 
abandoned  or  proscribed,  by  the  nullifiers  in  1834, 
for  defending  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  ami 
proposing  to  re-charter  it  for  twelve  years?  Was  he 
proscribed  by  his  friends  in  Georgia,  for  his  differ- 
ence of  opinion  upon  a question  of  great  interest  to 
the  state,  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States  in  1836? 

Has  governor  McDuffie,  general  Hayne,  general 
Hamilton,  and  others,  been  abandoned,  byyour  por- 
tion of  (he  state  rights  party,  for  differing  with  you 
on  the  sub-treasury,  and  particularly  the  “specie 
feature?”  My  speech  was  not  dictated  by  such  a 
feeding.  My  reply  lias  been  written,  I trust,  under 
more  composure,  than  your  communication  seems' 
to  have  been.  The  object  of  your  communication, 

I think  I understand.  Absence  from  home  and  other 
cau3e3rhave  delayed  this  publication. 

WILLIAM  C.  DAWSON. 

ABOLITION, 

ms.  buchanan’s  kemabks. 

From  the  Lancaster  Intelligencer. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  remarks  on 
the  subject  of  abolition,  made  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  at 
the  great  democratic  meeting,  held  in  this  city',  on 
Saturday,  the  18th  August.  Their  publication  has 
been  rendered  necessary  by  the  misrepresentations 
to  which  they  have  already  been  subjected. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  there  was  one  subject  of  vital 
importance  to  the  peace  and  perpetuity  of  the  union, 
which  had  not  occupied  much  of  the  attention  of  the- 
former  speakers;  and,  therefore,  he  would  make  a 
few  remarks  upon  it.  He  referred  to  abolition.  Was 
Joseph  Ritner  an  abolitionist?  This  was  a most  in- 
teresting question.  If  he  were,  then  no  friend  to  the 
existence  of  our  glorious  union  ought  to  vote  in  fa- 
vor of  his  election,  as  governor.  He  confessed,  he 
had  been  astonished  that  the  friends  of  governor 
Ritner  had  denied  this  charge.  He  would  do  him 
the  justice  to  say,,  that  he  never  heard  of  his  deny- 
ing it  himself.  On  the  contrary,  in  April  last,  in  bis 
letter  to  the  anti-slavery  society  of  Pittsburg,  he  had 
boldly  and  manfully  re-affirmed  the  doctrines  on  this 
subject,  contained  in  his  message  of  1836.  If  this 
message,  therefore,  proves  him  to  be  an  abolitionist, 
it  will  be  vain  for  any  man  lo  contend  that  he  had 
net  fairly  presented  himself  in  hue  abolition  colors? 
whilst  lie  w as  a candidate. 

In  order  to  understand  and  justly  appreciate  the 
abolition  doctrines  of  the  governor’s  message  ofl836, 
it  w ill  be  necessary  Is  take  a hasty  review'  of  th* 
causes  which  produced  their  open  and  solemn 
avowal.  Ripen  examination,  this  w ill  clearly  appear 
to  he,  tiie  defeat  w inch  tl.e  abolitionists  had  sustained 
at  the  session  of  congress  immediately  preceding  his 
message,  and  the  necessity'  that  the  governor  of 
Pennsylvania  should  come  to  the  rescue  of  his  asso- 
ciates. 

Before  the  spirit  of  abolition  had  been-conjur.ed  up 
from  its  dark  abode  by  political  fanatics  and  hot- 
headed enthusiast's,  ail  was  comparatively  peaceful 
and  tranquil  in  the  southern  states.  Slavery  had 
been  most  unfortunately  introduced  into  these  states 
by  our  British  forefathers.  It  was  there  at  the  adop- 
tion of  the  fed-’ral  constitution;  and  tiffs  constitution 
did'not  merely  leave  it  there,  but  it  expressly  guar- 
anteed to  file  slave-holding  states  their  property, ip 
slaves,  and  ttie  exclusive  dominion  over  the  question 
of  slavery  within  their  respective  borders.  Such  ie 
the  clear  language  of  the  constitution  itself;  and  suph 
was  the  construction  the  first  congress  placed  upon 
it.  Without  this  solemn  constitutional  compact,  the  .. 
southern  states  would  never  have  been  parties  to  the 
union;  and  the  blessings  and  benefits  which  it  lias 
conferred,  and  w ill  confer,  not  only  upon  our  own 
countiy,  but  the  whole  human  race,  would  neves 
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have  been  realized.  Those  in  the  free  states,  who 
determine  to  violate  thi3  compact,  must  determine 
to  dissolve  the  union.  The  one  is  the  necessary 
consequence  of  the  other. 

The  southern  people,  before  abolition  commenced, 
reposing  on  their  constitutional  rights,  had  much, 
very  much  ameliorated  the  condition  of  their  slaves. 
Education,  and  particularly  religious  education,  was 
I becoming  common  amongst  them.  In  several  of  the 
I states,  the  question  of  gradual  emancipation  had  be- 
:gun  to  be  freely  discussed.  This  question  had  been 
I seriously  debated  in  Maryland,  Virginia,  Kentucky 
and  Missouri;  and  the  doctrine  had  found  numerous 
and  talented  advocates  among  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  these  states.  In  Virginia  the  voice  of  the 
friends  of  gradual  emancipation  had  been  raised  with 
power  in  her  legislative  halls,  and  had  been  almost 
successful.  Another  effort,  and  this  ancient  and 
powerful  commonwealth  might  have  followed  the 
example  of  Pennsylvania,  and  have  become  a free 
state. 

But  the  spirit  of  abolition  has  blighted  the  fair 
prospect,  anil  has  jxsstponed  for  a long  period,  it  not 
forever,  the  emancipation  of  the  slave.  Sell-preser- 
vation, which  is  the  first  law’  of  nature,  and  the  fear 
■of  servile  insurrection,  with  all  its  attendant  horrors, 
have  compelled  the  master  to  abridge  the  liberty  and 
indulgence  which  he  formerly  granted  to  his  slave. 
No  sound  of  emancipation  now  greets  the  ear  in  an)' 
of  the  southern  stales.  No  man  could  be  found  there, 
at  the  present  moment,  sufficiently  bold  to  attempt 
to  raise  the  question  in  any  legislative  assembly. 
Such  have  been  the  direful  effects  of  abolition  upon 
the  poor  slaves  themselves. 

At  the  session  of  1835-6 — that  session  which  im- 
mediately preceded  Ritner’s  message — the  question 
of  abolition  had  occupied  much  of  the  time  and 
attention  of  congress.  It  had  been  discussed  under 
every  possible  aspect.  Petitions  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  got  up  and  cir- 
culated by  the  anti-slavery  societies,  poured  into 
congress  from  the  free  states.  This  was  the  only 
mode  in  which  the  abolitionists  could  agitate  the 
question  in  congress,  because  no  fanatic,  to  Mr.  B’s 
knowledge,  had  been  so  mad  as  to  contend  that  con- 
gress had  any  pow'er  oveT  slavery  within  the  slave, 
states  themselves.  Petitions  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  formed  part  of  the  giand 
scheme  of  agitation  by  which  tiie  abolitionists  ex- 
pected to  accomplish  their  purposes.  Throughout 
the  spring,  summer,  and  autumn  of  1S35,  a com- 
bined attempt  was  made  upon  the  southern  states, 
not  only  by  agitation  in  the  north,  but  by  scattering 
over  the  south,  through  the  post  office,  and  by  trav- 
elling agents,  the  vilest  publications  and  pictoral  re- 
presentations. He  had  himself  seen  many  of  them. 
Their  natural  tendency  was  to  produce  dissatisfac- 
tion and  revolt  among  the  slaves,  and  to  incite  their 
wild  passions  to  vengeance.  A servile  insurrection 
would  present  a scene  of  horrors  which  he  would 
not  attempt  to  depict.  It  would  spare  neither  age 
nor  sex.  What  agony  of  mind  must  have  been  suf- 
fered— especially  "by  the  gentle  sex — during  this 
period  of  alarm!  Many  a mother  clasped  her  infant 
to  her  bosom  when  she  retired  to  rest,  under  dread- 
ful apprehensions  that  she  might  be  aroused  from 
her  slumbers  by  the  savage  yells  of  the  slaves  by 
whom  she  was  surrounded.  These  were  the  works 
of  the  abolitionists.  The  motives  of  many  of  them 
may  have  been  honest,  but  their  zeal  was  without 
knowledge.  The  history  of  mankind  affords  numer- 
ous instances  of  ignorant  enthusiasts,  the  purity  of 
whose  intentions  could  not  be  doubted,  who  have 
■spread  devastation  and  bloodshed  over  the  face  of 
the  earth.  This  abuse  of  the  post  office  had  become  so 
alarming,  that  general  Jackson,  in  eloquent  and  in- 
dignant language,  called  the  special  attention  of  con- 
gress to  it  in  his  message  of  December,  1835,  and 
recommended  a remedy.  ‘‘In  connection,”  said  he 
“with  these  provisions  in  relation  to  the  post  office 
department,  I must  also  invite  your  attention  to  the 
painful  excitement  produced  in  the  south,  by  at- 
tempts to  circulate  through  the  mails  inflammatory 
appeals  to  the  slaves,  and  in  various  sorts  of  publica- 
tions, calculated  to  stimulate  them  to  insurrection, 
and  to  produce  all  the  horrors  of  a servile  war.” 
Under  the  influence  of  the  feelings  excited  by 
these  causes,  the  southern  members  of  congress 
reached  Washington  in  December,  1835,  Many  of 
them,  ivith  sorrow  and  anguish  of  heart,  declared, 
that  if  the  southern  states  could  not  remain  in  the 
union  without  having  their  domestic  peace  continu- 
ally disturbed-  by  the  attempts  of  the  abolitionists, 
•tWe  great  law  of  self-preservation  would  compel  them 
. to  separate  from  the  north.  Immediately  after  the 
commencement  of- the  session,  and  throughout  its 
.continuance,  the  abolitionists,  intent  upon  their  ob- 
ject, sent  immense  number^ of  petitions  to  congress 
lor  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, couched  in  language  calculated  to  exasperate 
the  southern  members.  What  did  they  ask?  That 


in  the  District  ten  miles  square,  ceded  to  congress 
by  two  slave-holding  slates,  and  surrounded  by  them, 
slavery  should  be  abolished.  What  would  have  re- 
sulted from  granting  their  request.'  Yon  would  have 
thus  established  a citadel  in  the  very  heart  of  these 
states,  upon  a territory  which  they  had  granted  to 
you  for  a different  puipose,  from  which  abolitionists 
and  incendiaries  could  securely  attack  the  peace  and 
safety  of  their  citizens.  The  District  would  have 
become  a city  of  refuge  within  the  slave-holding 
states  for  runaway  slaves.  You  w ould  have  created, 
by  law,  a central  magazine,  from  which  trains  of 
gunpowder  might  be  securely  laid,  extending  into 
the  surrounding  states,  which  might,  at  any  moment, 
produce  a fearful  and  destructive  explosion.  By 
passing  such  a law,  you  would  have  intioduced  the 
enemy  into  the  very  bosoms  of  these  two  states,  and 
afforded  him  an  excellent  opportunity  to  produce  a 
servile  insurrection.  Is  there  ar.y  reasonable  man, 
who  can  for  one  moment  suppose  that  Virginia  and 
Maryland  would  have  ceded  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia to  the  United  States,  il  they  had  entertained  the 
slightest  idea  that  congress  would  ever  abuse  it  for 
any  such  purpose?  They  ceded  it  for  the  use  and 
convenience  of  the  government  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  to  pervert  this  grant  to  the  destruction  of  these 
two  states,  would  be  a violation  of  the  most  solemn 
faith.  When  slavery  shall  cease  to  exist  under  ihe 
laws  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  (and  this,  probably, 
might  have  been  the  case  before  very  many  yeais, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  efforts  of  (he  abolitionists,) 
then,  and  not  till  then,  ought  it  to  be  abolished  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Impelled  by  these  motives,  the  senate,  upon  his 
motion,  after  the  petitions  had  been  received,  re- 
jected the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  by  a vote  of  34 
to  6,  and  refused  to  abolish  slaver)'  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  The  two  senators  from  Massachu- 
setts, the  two  senators  from  Vermont,  and  one  from 
Indiana,  and  one  from  Rhode  Island,  were  all  w ho 
voted  in  the  negative.  In  the  house  these  petitions 
shared  the  same  fate.  They  w ere  referred  to  a com- 
mittee, a majority  of  which  consisted  of  representa- 
tives from  free  states,  of  which  Mr.  Pinckney,  of 
South  Carolina,  was  chairman;  an  able,  temperate, 
and  judicious  report  was  made,  and  a resolution 
was  recommended,  “That  congress  ought  not  to 
interfere  in  any  way  with  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.”  This  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  vote 
of  132  to  45. 

Thus  stood  the  question  on  the  4th  of  July,  183-6, 
when  congress  adjourned.  The  members  of  con- 
gress from  the  slave-holding  states,  and  their  con- 
stituents, had  a right  to  expect  peace.  The  ques- 
tion had  been  fully  discussed  and  deliberately  de- 
cided by  overwhelming  majorities,  and  the  south 
had  reason  to  hope  that  the  minority  would  acqui- 
esce, at  least  for  a season,  in  the  will  of  a majority. 
Not  so,  thought  Joseph  Ritner,  the  governor  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  his  message  of  December,  1S36, 
after  denouncing  the  democratic  members  of  con- 
gress from  Pennsylvania  for  having  abandoned  the 
policy  and  interests  of  the  state,  from  motives  of 
subserviency  to  the  executive  of  the  nation,  and 
after  enumerating  several  particulars  in  which  he 
alleges  that  they'had  thus  violated  their  duty  “ at 
the  nod  of  power,”  he  adds,  “ Last,  but  worst  of 
all,  came  the  base  bowing  of  the  knee  to  the -dark 
spirit  of  slavery.”  For  what  cause  did  the  demo- 
cratic representatives  of  this  state — for  what  cause 
did  my  respected  colleague  (gen.  McKean)  merit 
this  denunciation  from  the  governor,  if  it  were  not 
for  having  resisted  the  efforts  of  the  abolitionists, 
and  having  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  ? At  the  time,  it  w as  thus  un- 
derstood everywhere,  both  in  and  out  of  the  state. 
Instead  of  sustaining  the  character  of  Pennsylvania 
for  devotion  to  the  union,  and  cheering  on  her  re- 
presentatives at  Washington  in  the  good  cause 
which  they  had  been  advocating,  he  brands  thefr 
support  of  it  as  a “base  bowing  of  the  knee  16  the 
■dark  spirit  of  slavery.” 

The  abolitionists  throughout  - the  union  hailed 
this  sentiment  with  delight,  and  Joseph  Ritner  has 
ever  since  been  extolled  in  all  their  publications  as 
one  of  their  most  iffsti/ituished  advocates.  It  was 
but  the  other  day  that  I observed  ft  stated  in  a Penn- 
sylvania paper  that  an  abolition  print  in  Pittsburg 
indignantly  repelipd  the  idea  advanced  by  a whig 
•press  of  that  city  that  Joseph  Ritner  was  not  an 
Abolitionist.  Show  me  an  abolitionist  throughout 
the  state,  and  I will  show  you  a supporter  of  gov. 
Ritner. 

And  here  I would  ask,  fellow-citizens,  if  it  be 
possible  to  assign  any  other  motive  for  introducing 
the  subject,  in  December,  1836,  into  the  governor’s 
message,  but  to  sustain  arid  cheer  on  the  anti -slavery 
societies  and  abolitionists,  and  encourage  them  not 
to  relax  their  efforts,  notwithstanding  their  then  re- 
cent defeat  in  congress?  AVhy  was"  it  mentioned 
at  all,  if  not  for  .this  purpose  ? 


The  governor  proceeds  further  in  his  message  ; 
Arkansas  was  about  to  become  a state.  Arkansas 
was  south  of  the  line  fixed  by  the  celebrated  Mis- 
souri compromise,  wdiich  saved  the  union,  within 
which  slavery  might  exist.  The  people  of  Arkan- 
sas held  slaves.  The  abolition  petitions  had  prayed 
that  no  new  state  should  be  admitted  into  the 
union  where  slavery  existed.  Joseph  Rilnergave 
the  abolitionists  bis  aid  by  coming  out  boldly  and 
strongly  in  his  message  against  the  admission  of 
any  new  state  in  the  union  where  slavery  was  re- 
cognized. 

He  is  equally  explicit  in  urging  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  Ihe  District  of  Columbia  In  his  ow  n 
language,  opposition  to  the  admission  into  the  union 
ol  new  slaveholding  slates,  andopposition  to  slavery 
in  the  District  ol  Columbia,  the  very  hearth  and 
abode  ol  Ihe  national  honor,  have  ever  been  and  are 
the  cherished  doctrines  of  our  slate.  Let  us,  lel- 
jow  citizens,  stand  by  and  maintain  them  unshrink-  . 
ingly  and  fearlessly. 

It  is  very  true,  he  admits  that  (he  free  states 
have  no  power  over  the  question  of  slavery  in  the 
slaveholding  states ; but  had  there  been  any  fanatic 
so  wild,  before  the  date  of  his  message,  as  to  assert 
such  a power?  Not  to  my  knowledge.  On  the 
contrary,  this  has  always  been  admitted.  How 
then  w as  slavery  to  be  abolished  in  the  south  ? By 
the  existence  of  anti-slavery  societies  in  the 
north  ; by  the  efforts  of  the  abolitionists  to 
arouse  the  indignant  feelings  of  our  citizens  against 
our  brethren  in  the  south,  because  they  were  unfor- 
tunately born  slave-holders — by  making  use  of  the 
post  office  “ lo  scatter  arrows,  fire  brands,  and 
death”  among  the  slaves  themselves,  calculated, 
if  not  intended,  to  incite  them  to  insurrection  ; and 
by  thus  surrounding  their  masters  with  so  many 
dangers  as  to  force  (hem  fo  emancipate  their  slaves. 
Those  w ho  opposed  this  conduct,  the  direct  ten- 
dency of  which  was  to  divide  the  union,  and  to 
involve  our  brethren  of  the  south  in  a servile  war, 
were  denounced  as  the  enemies  of  tiee  discussion, 
and  as  subservient  souls,  who  would  bow  their  knee 
to  the  dark  spirit  of  slavery.  Accordingly,  we  find 
governor  Ritner,  in  Lis  message,  repeating  upon 
this  subject  what  had  been  said  a hundred  times  be- 
fore in  the  abolition  papers.  -“Above  all,”  said  he, 

“ let  us  never  yield  up  the  right  of  free  discussion 
of  any  evil  which  may  arise  in  the  land  or  any  part 
of  it— convinced  that  the  moment  w e do  so,  the 
bond  of  union  is  broken.”  The  light  of  free  dis- 
cussion certainly  ought  never  to  be  surrendered. 
Rut  a right  is  one  thing  and  its  abuse  is  another. 
It  is  certain  we  all  have  a right  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery  ; but  is  if  proper  for  us  to  organize 
ourselves  into  anti-slavery  societies,  and  to  exer- 
cise this  right  systematically,  not  tor  the  puipose 
of  doing  any  good  at  home,  for,  thank  God  ! hero 
slavery  does  not  exist,  but  for  that  of  spreading 
terror  and  alarm  through-out  the  southern  slates,  of 
distributing  among  the  slaves  themselves,  through 
the  mails  and  by  private  agents,  vile  publications 
and  pictoral  representations,  calculated  to  produce 
servile  insurrection,  and  thus  to  force  their  master 
to  emancipate  them  or  abandon  Ihe  union?  Sup- 
pose we  should  thus  act  towards  a foreign  gov- 
ernment, would  it  not  be  just  cause  of  war?  And 
have  we  any  greater  right  to  interfere  with  the 
domestic  institutions  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  than 
with  those  of  Cuba  ? 

When  the  message  of  governor  Ritner  was  re- 
ceived in  Washington,  in  183-6,  it  was  considered 
by  all  as  an  abolition  message,  and,  as  such,  it  pro- 
duced an  impression  which  I shall  never  forget. 
With  the  utmost  anxiety  depicti  d on  Ihe  counte- 
nance of  the  inquirers,  was  I asked, over  and  over 
again,  whether,  in  my  opinion,  it  spoke  (he  voice  of 
Pennsylvania?  The  ke)stone  slate,  which  had 
■beep  the -firmest  bulwark  of  the  union,  and  had 
■always  respected  the  constitutional  rights  of  her 
sister  states,  had  embraced,  so  tar  as  her  governor 
could  commit  her,  the  cieed,  and  had  place  d her- 
self in  the  front  rank  of  abolition.  11  remains  for 
the  people  of  this  great  commonwealth,  at  Ihe  next 
election,  to  ratify  or  reject  the  doctrines  of  this 
message.  I consider  the  question  to  he  one  ol  tran- 
scendant  importance,  involving  in  itself  the  fate  of 
the  union,  and  all  that  ;s -neat- and  dear  to  the  friends 
of  constitutional  liberty,  not  only  here,  hut  Ihrou-'h- 
out  the  world. 

Should  Joseph  Ritner  be  elected,  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania  will  have  declared,  in  a voice  of  thun- 
der, that  Florida  shall  not  be  admitted  into  the 
union,  because  it  will  be  a slave-holding  state; 
that  the  question  of  abolishing  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  shall  again  and  again  be  agitated, 
to  dislurb  the  repose  of  the  union;  and  That  the 
doctrines  ot  abolition,  from  which  these  are  blit 
emanations,  shall  be  maintained,  no  matter  what 
may  be  the  fatal  consequence.  Whilst  his  election 
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will  be  hailed  as  a victory  by  the  abolitionists  every 
where,  it  will  be  felt  to  the  extremities  of  the  union 
as  a most  portentous  omen  of  its  dissolution. 

I have  studiously  avoided  producing  any  proofs 
that  Joseph  Ritner  was  an  abolitionist,  except  from 
Ins  own. solemn  message,  the  doctrines  of  which 
have  been  recently  reiterated  in  his  letter  to  the 
anti-slavery  society  of  Pittsburg.  It  is  true,  1 
might  have  cited  the  efforts  made  by  his  political 
friends  to  obtain  the  hall  of  the  legislature  asa  place 
of  meeting  for  the  abolition  convention  ; the  cor- 
diality with  which  he  received  its  members,  and 
the  spirit  thus  infused  into  them  by  his  countenance 
and  conversation  his  preference  lor  leading  abo- 
litionists,, in  making  some  of  his  most  important 
appointments;  and  numerous  other  circumstances 
tending  to  establish  the  same  fact.  I have  thought 
it  best,  however,  to  confine  myself  to  his  own  offi- 
cial declarations.  That  he  is  sincerely  an  aboli- 
tionist, I do  not  doubt;. and  he  deserves  the  merit  of 
firmly  adhering  to  his  opinion,  which  would  have 
been  a great  virtue  in  a good  cause. 

I might  here  also  proceed  to  illustrate  the  effects- 
of  the  triumph  of  this  doctrine.  What  would  be 
your  situation,  fellow-citizens,  if  negroes  were  ad- 
mitted to  an  equality  of  political  and  social  rights 
with  white  men  and  white  women?  You  have 
already  had  a foretaste  of  it  in  the  scenes  which 
were  exhibited  at  Pennsylvania  hall.  The  subject 
is  too  disgusting,  and  I recoil  from  it. 

Go  then  to  the  polls,  and  by  your  votes  in  behalf 
of  the  democratic  candidate,  David  R.  Porter,  de- 
clare to  your  sister  states  and  to  the  world,  that 
Pennsylvania  will  be  again,  as  she  had  ever  been 
before  gov.  Ritner's  election,  the  strongest  and 
firmest  pillar  of  the  union. 


ANNEXATION  OF  TEXAS. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  PRESTON,  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

In  Senate,  April  24,  1833—  On  the  resolution  for  the 
annexation  of  Texas. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Preston, 
being  the  order  of  the  day: 

Whereas,  the  just  and  true  boundary  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  under  the  treaty  of  Louisiana,  extended 
on  the  southwest  to  the  Rio  Grande  del  Nolle, 
which  river  continued  to  be  the  true  boundary  line 
until  the  territory  west  of  the  Sabine  was- surren- 
dered to  Spain  by  the  treaty  of  ISIS:  And  whereas, 
such  surrender  of  a portion  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  i3  of  evil  precedent,  and  questionable 
constitutionality:  And  whereas,  many  weighty 

considerations  of  policy  make  it  expedient  to  re- 
establish the  said  true  boundary,  and  to  annex  to  the 
United  States  the  territory  occupied  by  the  state  of 
Texas,  with  the  consent  of  the  said  state: 

Be  it  therefore  resolved.  That,  with  the  consent  of 
the  said  state  previously  had,  and  whenever  it  can 
be  effected  consistently  with  the  public  laith  arid 
treaty  Stipulations  of  the  United  States,  it  is  desira- 
ble and  expedient  to  reannex  the  said  territory  to 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Preston  rose  and  said:  It  is  now  just  two 
years  since  the  memorable  battle  of  San  Jacinto  es- 
tablished the  independence  of  Texas.  Some  time 
previous  to  that  glorious  consummation,  the  repub- 
lic had  announced  to  the  world  its  declaration  ol 
independence,  and  had  fully  organized  a govern- 
ment of  its  own.  The  struggle  with  the  parent 
country  was  brief,  but  decisive;  and  since  the  2 Is t 
of  April,  1836,  no  hostile  flag  has  for  one  mo- 
ment been  unfurled  in  Texas  Profound  peace  has 
brooded  over  her  fertile  lands,  making  them  preg- 
nant; while  all  the  benien  influences- of  order  and 
enlightened  liberty  have  been  experienced  as  in- 
tensely as  in  oitr  own  country,  or  in  any  other  on 
the  face  of  the  earth.  Internal  tranquillity,  supre- 
macy of  the  laws,  regularity  and  efficiency  of  action 
in  all  the  functions  of  government,  have  realized 
whatever  was  predicted,  or  hoped,  or  wished,  when 
we  hailed  the  birth  of  this  young  republic,  and 
ur^ed  her  prompt  recognition  as  a member  of  the 
family  of  nations.  While  it  unfortunately  happens 
that  Mexico  continues  to  be  agitated  by  intestine 
commotions,  and  embarrassed  by  the  most  pressing 
difficulties  in  her  foreign  relations,  her  late  depen- 
dency, the  valor  and  wisdom  of  whose  citizens  have 
made  independent,  has  exhibited  a most  striking 
contrast.  On  one  side,  bloodshed  and  revolution, 
a wild  and  fluctuating  slate  of  politics,  an  ever 
changing  government,"  and  a continual  succession 
of  conflicting  purposes,  show  the  presence  ol  a dis- 
organizing spirit;* while,  on  the  other,  a growing 
commerce  and  art  extended  agriculture  bespeak  the 
settled  state  of  the  public  mind,  reposing  under  the 
action  of  a fully  organized  and  established  govern- 
ment, every  department  of  which  is  working  with 
gravity  and  steadiness.  Canvassing  and  elections 
go  on  with  warmth,  and  without  violence.  The 
president  is  inaugurated,  and  congress  assembles, 
with  as  little  commotion  as  we  have  within  these 


walls.  Administration  and  opposition  parties  differ, 
debate,  and  denounce,  with  as  much  zeal  and  as 
little  danger  as  here:  while  the  judge  as  peacefully 
rides  his  circuit,  and  the  sheriff  as  promptly  ex- 
ecutes his  judgments;  and  the  constable’s  staff  is 
as  omnipotent  as  in  any  other  land  which  reposes 
under,  and  is  blessed  by,  the  common  law.  Such 
is  the  spectacle  which  this  young  slate  presents  to 
the  view  of  gratified  philanthropy-  Thus  has  .she 
fulfilled  the  predictions  which  attended  her  birth. 

The  proposition  which  I now  submit  in  regard  to 
this  prosperous  and  self-dependent  state  would  be 
indecorous  and  presumptuous,  had  not  the  lead  been 
given  by  Texas  herself.  It  appears  by  the  corres 
pondence  of  the  envoy  extraordinary  of  that  repub- 
lic with  our  own  government,  that  Ihe  question  of 
annexation  on  certain  terms  and  conditions  has  been 
submitted  to  the  people  of  the  republic,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative  by  a very  large  majority;  where- 
upon, and  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  his 
government,  he  proposes  to  open-  a negotiation  for 
Ihe  accomplishment  of  that  object.  The  corres- 
pondence has  been  communicated  upon  a call  from 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  thus  the  proposi- 
tion becomes  a fit  subject  lor  the  deliberation  of 
congress. 

Nor  is  it  proposed  by  my  resolution,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  do  any  thing  which  could  be  justly  con- 
strued into  cause  of  oftence  by  Mexico.  The  terms 
of  the  resolution  guard  oar  relations  with  that  re- 
public; and  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  conceived  is 
entirely  averse  to  any  compromise  of  our  national 
faith  and  honor,  for  any  object,  of  whatever  magni- 
tude. More  especially  would  I have  our  inter- 
course with  Mexico  characterised  by  fair  dealing 
and  moderation,  on  account  of  her  unfortunate  con- 
dition, resulting  from  a long-continued  series  of  in- 
testine dissensions,  which  all  who  have  not  been 
born  to  liberty  must  inevitably  encounter  in  seek- 
ing for  it.  As  long,  therefore,  as  the  pretensions  of 
Mexico  are  attempted  to  be  asserted  by  actual 
force,  or  as  long  as  there  is  any  reasonable  prospect 
that  she  has  the  power  and  the  will  to  resubjugate 
Texas,  I do  not  propose  to  interfere.  My  own  de- 
liberate conviction,  to  be  sure,  is,  that  that  period 
has  already  passed;  and  I beg  leave  to  say  that,  in 
my  judgment,  there  is  more  danger  of  an  invasion 
and  conquest  of  Mexico  by  Texas,  than  that  this 
last  will  ever  be  reannexed  to  Mexico.  The  enter- 
taining of  this  opinion,  perhaps,  constitutes  the  only 
difference  between  mine  and  the  views  of  the  exe- 
cutive, as  declared  in  the  correspondence  with  the 
Texan  minister,  general  Hunt.  The  negotiation  is 
declined  by  the  secretary  of  state,  because  it  would 
involve  our  relations  with  Mexico.  Now,  sir,  1 do 
not  conceive  that  Mexico,  in  the  obvious  hopeless- 
ness of  operations  against  Texas,  should  so  consider 
it.  I admit,  however,  that  the  executive  has  the 
most  legitimate  jurisdiction  of  this  question,  and  is 
doubtless  in  possession  of  more  extensive  and  exact 
information  upon  it  than  we  ean  have.  It  is,  there- 
fore, avoided  in  the  resolutions,  which  import  a de- 
claration of  opinion  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  only  when  it  can  be  effected  without  a dis- 
turbance of  our  relations  with  Mexico.  I do  not 
understand — 1 should  be  very  unwilling  to  believe 
— that  the  administration  has  taken  decisive  grounds 
against  my  proposition,  in  every  contingency.  In- 
deed, I believe  I can  show  that  I am  warranted  in 
entertaining  the  opinion  that  the  opposite  is  most 
probably  the  truth.  It  was  obviously  proper  for  the 
secretary  of  state  to  avoid,  in  his  correspondence 
with  a foreign  minister,  any  indication  of  the  policy 
of  the  government  in  the  contingency  contemplated 
by  my  resolution;  but  what  that  opinion  would  be, 
if  it  were  propcF  to  avow  it,  may  be  inferred  from 
the  fact  that  the  president  himsell  has  heretofore, 
as  secretary  of  state,  while  carrying  into  effect  the 
oolicy  of  his  predecessor,  to  whose  great  measures 
he  is  devoted  and  pledged,  exerted  all  his  ability  to 
accomplish  this  object;  that  Mr.  Poinsett,  the  sec- 
retary of  war,  has  been  sedulously  engaged  in  Ihe 
same  enterprise,  under  the  auspices  ol  two  admin- 
istrations; and,  that  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  secretary- of 
state,  is  ^-Georgian  by  brrth  and  allegiance,  and 
will  not,  therefore,  be  suspected  of  entertaining  dif- 
ferent opinions.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
remainder  of  the  cabinet  could  exert  sufficient  in-  j 
ftuenee  to  overcome  the  sentiments  of  these  three 
gentlemen,  or  would,  (or  a moment,  entertain  a 
purpose  of  reversing  the  favorite  policy  of  general 
Jackson. 

I disavow,  Mr.  President,  all  hostile  purposes,  or 
even  ill  temper,  towards,  Mexico;  and  I trust  that 
I impugn  neither  the  policy  nor  principles  of  the 
administration.  I therefore  feel  myself  at  liberty 
to  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  the  points  made  in 
the  resolution,  entirely  disembarrassed  of  any  pre- 
liminary obstacle,  unless,  indeed,  the  mode  by  which 
so  important  an  act  is-to  be  effected  may  be  consi- 
dered as  interposing  a difficulty.  If  the  object  itself 


be  within  the  competency  of  this  government,  as  I 
shall  hereafter  endeavor  to  show,  and  both  parties 
consent,  every  means  mutually  agreed  upon  would 
establish  a joint  obligation.  The  acquisition  of  new 
territory  has  heretofore  been  effected  by  treaty,  and 
thi3  mode  of  proceeding  in  regard  to  Texas  has  been 
proposed  by  her  minister;  but  I believe  it  would 
comport  more  with  the  importance  of  the  measure, 
that  both  branches  of  the  government  should  concur, 
the  legislature  expressing  a previous  opinion;  and,, 
this  being  done,  all  difficulties,  of  all  kind,  whatso- 
ever, real  or  imaginary,  might  be  avoided  by  a treaty 
tripartite  between  Mexico,  Texas,  and  the  United 
States,  in  which  the  assent  and  confirmation  of 
Mexico  (for  a pecuniary  consideration  if  you 
choose)  might  be  had,  without  infringing  the  ac- 
knowledged independence  and  free  agency  of 
Texas. 

I will  now  proceed  to  show  that  the  territory  ac- 
tually occupied  by  the  republic  of  Texas  was  at  one 
time  a part  of  the  United  States. 

In  1762,  Fran-ce  ceded  Louisiana  to  Spain.  In 
1800,  by  the  treaty  of  Udefonso,  Spain  re-ceded  if 
to  France.  (See  the  words  of  the  treaty.) 

In  1804,  France,  by  the  treaty  of  Louisiana,  ce- 
ded it  to  the  United  States.  The  United  States 
thus  obtained  title  to  whatever  was  conveyed  to 
Spain  by  the  treaty  of  1762,  the  effect  of  the  inter- 
mediate conveyance  being  precisely  the  same  as  iff 
the  conveyance  by  the  treaty  ol  1762  had  been  made- 
directly  to  us  instead  of  to  Spain.  The  extent  of 
the  French  claim,  therefore,  determines  ours.  The 
title  of  France  to  the  Mississippi,  and  to  the  terri- 
tory drained  by  its  western  tributaries,  has  never 
been  disputed.  It  rested' upon  the  discovery  made 
by  Le  Salle  in  1683,  who  penetrated  from  Canada 
by  land,  descended  the  Mississippi,  and  established 
a few  posts  on  its  banks.  A short  time  afterwards, 

La  Salle,  endeavoring  to  enter  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  from  the  Gulf,  passed  it  unperceivtd; 
and,  sailing  westward,  discovered  the  bay  of  St- 
Bernard,  now  called  Matagorda,  where,  penetrating 
a short  distance  into  the  interior,  he  established  3 
military  post  on  the  bank  of  the  Guadaloupe,  (whose 
ruins  exist  to  this  day,)  and  took  possession  of  the 
country  in  the  name  of  his  sovereign.  The  disco- 
very and  the  possession  were  precisely  such  as  gar  e 
title  to  the  Mississippi,  marie  by  the  same  enter- 
prising individual,  about  the  same  time;  and  the 
occupation  for  France  was  attended  by  all  the  cir- 
cumstances and  incidents  which  characterized  that 
of  St.  Louis  or  the  island  of  Orleans.  It  was  this 
perfect  similarity  of  the  muniments  of  title  which 
authorized  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr. Pinckney,  in  1S05, 
to  hold  this  emphatic  language  to  the  Spanish  com- 
missioner: “The  facts  and  principles  which  justify 
this  conclusion  are  so  satisfactory  to  their  govern- 
ment as  to  convince  it  that  the  United  States  have 
not  a better  right  to  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  un- 
der the  cession  referred  to,  than  they  have  to  the 
whole  district  of  territory  west  to  the  Rio  del 
Norte.” 

The  extent  of  territory  which  should  enure  to  the 
French  crown,  by  virtue  of  this  discovery  and  oc- 
cupation, was  determined  on  (he  east  by  the  disco- 
veries of  La  Salle  on  the  Mississippi,  with  which 
those  on  the  St.  Bernard’s  were  of  course  connect- 
ed. On  the  west  the  extent  was  determined  by  the 
application  of  a principle  recognized  by  the  Euro- 
pean powers  making  settlements  in  America,  viz. 
that  the  dividing  line  should  be  established  at  a me- 
dium distance  between  their  various  settlements. 

At  the  period  of  La  Salle’s  settlement,  the  nearest 
Spanish  possession  was  a small  post  called  Panuco, 
at  the  point  where  a river  of  that  name  falls  into  the 
bay  of  Tampico.  The  medium  line  between  Pann- 
co  and  the  Guadaloupe.  on  which  was  La  Salle's 
fort,  was  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte,  which  river 
was,  therefore,  assumed  as  the  true  boundary  be- 
tween France  and  Spain.  France  never  tailed  to 
assert  her  claim  to  that  boundary  from  1GS5,  the 
period  of  La  Salle's  discovery,  up  to  1762,  when . by 
the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  Spain,  the  countries 
were  united  and  the  boundaries  obliterated. 

It  is  thus  that  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  conclusive  letter 
to  Don  Onis,  of  March,  1S18.  recapitulates  the  tes- 
timony in  favor  of  Ihe  French  title. 

Ofi  the  part  of  the  United  States: 

1.  The  discovery  of  Mississippi,  from  near-its 
source  to  the  ocean,  by  the  French  from  Canada,  in 
1683. 

2.  The  possession  taken,  and  establishment  made  .. 
by  La  Salle,  at  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  west  of  the 
rivers  Trinity  and  Colorado,  by  authority  from  Louis 
XIV,  in  1685. 

3.  The  charter  of  Louis  XIV  to  Crozat,  in-4712. 

4.  The  historical  authority  of  Du  Pratz,  and  Cham- 
pigny  and  of  the  count  de  Vergennes. 

5.  The  geographical  authority  of  De  Lisle’s  map. 
and  especially  that  of  the  map  of  Don  Thomas  Lo- 
pez, geographer  to  the  king  of  Spain,  published  in 
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17C2.  These  documents  were  all  referred  to  in  the 
letter  from  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Monroe  to  Mr. 
Cevallos,  of  20th  April,  1305.  Since  which  time, 
and  in  further  confirmation  of  the  same  claims,  the 
government  of  the  United  States  are  enabled  to  refer 
you  to  the  following: 

6.  A map  published  by  Homann,  at  Nuremburg, 
in  1712. 

7.  A geographical  work  published  in  1717,  at 
London,  entitled  “Atlas  Geographicus,  or  a complete 
system  of  Geography,  ancient  and  Modern;"’  in 
which  the  map  ol  Louisiana  marks  its  extent  from 
the  Rio  Bravo  to  the  Perdido.  In  both  these  maps 
the  fort  built  by  La  Salle,  is  laid  down  on  the  spot 
now  called  Matagorda. 

8.  An  official  British  map,  published  in  1755,  by 
Bowen,  intended  to  point  out  the  boundaries  ol  the 
British,  Spanish,  and  Trench  colonies  in  North  Ame- 
rica. 

9.  The  narratives  published  at  Paris,  of  Hennepin, 
in  1833;  of  Tonti,  in  1697;  and  of  Joutel,  in  1713. 

10.  A letter  from  colonel  La  Harpe  to  Don  Martin 

d’Alarconne,  of  8th  J uly,  1719.  (A,  Nos.  1 and  2. ) 

11.  The  order  of  the  French  governor  of  Louisi- 
ana, Bienville,  to  La  Harpe,  of  August  10,  1721. 
(C,  No.  3.) 

12.  The  geographical  work  of  Don  Antonio  de 
Alcedo,  a Spanish  geographer  of  the  highest  emi- 
nence. This  work  and  the  map  of  Lopez  having 
been  published  after  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to 
Spain,  in  1762,  alford  decisive  evidence  of  what 
Spain  herself  considered  as  the  western  boundary  of 
Louisiana,  when  she  had  no  inteiest  in  contesting  it 
against  another  state.  (D.  No.  -1.) 

Mr.  Adams  was  not  content  to  rest  our  tide  upon 
this  imposing  array  of  positive  testimony,  but  exam- 
ined and  dissipated  all  the  objections  to  it  taken  by 
the  Spanish  minister,  and,  by  a masterly  refutation 
of  the  Snanish  pretensions,  satisfied  (as  it  has  been 
since  understood)  the  Spanish  negotiator  himself  so 
thoroughly  that  he  would  have  been  willing  to  have 
characterised  the  result  of  the  negotiation  as  a“treaty 
for  the  exchange  of  territories,”  &c.  between  Spain 
and  America. 

This  senate,  Mr.  President,  is  not  a fit  place  fora 
minute  ex  unination  of  all  the  particulars,  or  the 
weighing  of  all  the  opposing  arguments  in  the  pro- 
gress of  this  controversy.  But  I may  be  permitted 
to  add,  to  what  I have  indicated  as  to  the  grounds  of 
our  claim,  the  fact  that  all  our  statesmen  whose  at- 
tention has  been  turned  to  the  investigation,  have, 
with  one  consent,  expressed  the  clearest  and  most 
unhesitating  conviction  of  the  validity  of  our  title, 
from  the  first  moment  at  which  it  was  agitated,  down 
to  tile  unfortunate  treaty  of  1319.  Mr.  Jefferson, 
whose  turn  of  mind  led  him  to  such  investigations, 
and  whose  thoughts,  as  every  one  knows,  were  long 
and  deeply  engaged  upon  all  matters  connected  with 
Louisiana,  expressed  himself  in  the  most  positive 
manner.  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinckney,  in  1805, 
used  tile  language  1 have  before  quoted,  in  obedience 
to  instructions  from  Mr.  Madison,  at  that  time  se- 
cretary of  state.  Mr.  Monroe,  when  president,  held 
an  equally  strong  language,  through  Mr.  Adams,  his 
secretary  of  state.  Thus,  sir,  we  have  the  authority 
of  Jsiferson,  Madison,  Monroe,  and  Adams,  officially 
and  emphatically  announced  to  us.  General  Jack- 
son  is  known  to  have  entertained  the  same  opinion. 
And  to  these  led  me  ad  1 the  very  high  authority  of 
another  distinguished  name — that  of  the  honorable 
senator  from  Kentucky  near  me.  When  the  treaty 
with  Spain,  in  1119,  was  concluded,  it  is  well  known 
that  some  delay  occurred  on  account  of  the  internal 
dissensions  of  Spain,  in  the  ratification  of  it.  While 
it  was  thus  suspended,  the  senator  from  Kentucky, 
then  a member  of  the  other  house,  taking  the  view 
of  the  treaty  which  I am  now  urging— that  it  was  a 
cession  of  a portion  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  which  was  incompetent  to  the  treaty- making 
power — olfered  the  following  resolutions: 

“1.  Resolved,  That  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  vests  in  congress  the  power  to  dispose  of  the 
territory  belonging  to  them;  and  that  no  treaty  pur- 
porting to  alienate  any  portion  thereof  is  valid,  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  congress. 

“2.  Resolved,  That  the  equivalent  proposed  to  be 
given  by  Spain  to  the  United  States,  for  that  part  of 
Louisiana  lying  west  of  the  Sabine,  was  inadequate, 
and  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  make  a transfer 
thereof  to  any  foreign  power.” 

I shall  have  occasion,  by  and  by,  to  advert  to  the 
assumption  for  congress  of  power  to  alienate  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States.  My  present  purpose  in 
quoting  these  resolutions,  is  to  show  that,  while  the 
treaty  with  Spain  was  yet  pending  it  was  considered 
as  a cession  of  our  territory.  Tue  resolutions  pre- 
suppose the  fact,  and  take  it  for  granted.  They 
proceed  upon  the  ground  that  a part  of  Louisiana 
was  ceded;  and  in  advocating  these  resolutions,  their 
distinguished  author  holds  this  emphatic  language: 
“He  presumed  the  spectacle  would  not  b?  present- 


ed ol  questioning,  in  this  branch  of  the  government, 
our  title  to  Texas,  which  had  been  constantly  main- 
tained by  the  executive  for  more  than  fifteen  years 
past,  under  three  successive  administrations.” 

He  also  said: 

“In  the  Florida  treaty,  it  was  not  pretended  that 
the  object  was  simply  a declaration  of  where  the 
western  limit  of  Louisiana  was;  it  was,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  case  of  an  avowed  cession  of  territory 
from  the  United  States  to  Spain.  The  whole  of  the 
correspondence  manifested  that  the  respective  par- 
ties to  the  negotiation  were  not  engaged  so  much  in 
an  inquiry  where  the  limit  of  Louisiana  was,  as 
where  it  should  be.  Hence  we  find  various  limits 
proposed  and  discussed.  * * * Finally,  the  Sa- 

bine is  fixed,  which  neither  of  the  parties  ever  con- 
tended was  the  ancient  limit  of  Louisiana.  * * * 

And  the  treaty  itself  proclaims  its  purpose  to  be  a 
cession  of  the  United  States  to  Spain,” 

Such  were  the  opinions  and  statements  ef  the 
senator  in  1820,  of  which  I gladly  avail  myself.  It 
is  unfortunate  for  the  country,  for  the  whole  country, 
that  congress  did  not  concur  wiill  him  in  the  decla- 
ration that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  make  a trans- 
fer thereof  to  any  foreign  power;  and  I cannot  but 
trust  that  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  which  warred 
against  that  rash  treaty  of  1819,  will  now  be  exerted 
to  remedy  its  great  and  growing  evils,  on  the  earliest 
opportunity,  and  by  the  only  means  left,  viz:  the 
re-annexation  of  Texas,  whose  transfer  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  eloquently  denounced  as  inexpedient 
and  unconstitutional. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I take  a higher  ground  than 
Mr.  Clay  on  the  occasion  alluded  to.  He  rested 
the  constitutional  objection  upon  the  incompetency 
of  the  treaty-making  power  to  alienate  the  territory 
of  the  United  States.  I take  the  ground  that  it  is 
incompetent  to  the  whole  government;  that  it  does 
not  belong  to  its  granted  powers;  that  its  assumption 
is  of  the  most  alarming  consequences.  The  consti- 
tution vests  in  congress  the  power  to  “dispose  of  the 
territory  or  other  property  ol  the  United  States.” — 
The  true  exposition  of  this  clause  is  found  in  the 
vast  and  wise  land  system  adopted  in  pursuance  of 
it  at  the  very  institution  of  the  government.  Large 
cessions  of  territory  had  been  made  by  several  states 
to  this  government,  as  property,  for  certain  general 
purposes;  and  this  clause  of  the  constitution  was  in- 
serted to  give  the  necessary  power  to  effect  the  ob- 
jects of  these  grants.  The  clause  has  this  extent, 
no  more:  the  power  is  exhausted  when  these  pur- 
poses are  accomplished.  It  was  never  dreamt  that 
congress  could  dispose  of  the  sovereignty  of  any 
portion  of  the  territory  of  die  United  States;  and  we 
may  well  imagine  with  what  feelings  Virginia  would 
have  contemplated  the  proposition  to  endow  this  go- 
vernment with  a power  to  transfer  the  northwest  ter- 
litory  to  Great  Britain  or  Russia.  The  clause  does 
not  discriminate  between  the  power  of  this  govern- 
ment to  dispose  of  territory  within  and  without  the 
limits  of  the  states.  It  is  general,  and  applies  to  all 
territory  belonging  to  the  United  States,  wherever  it 
is  found — whether  it  be  Point  Comfort,  in  Virginia, 
or  the  vacant  lands  in  Arkansas,  or  those  within  the 
territory  of  Florida.  The  power  granted  within  the 
states  and  within  the  territories  is  identical:  and  if 
one  can  be  transferred  to  a foreign  power,  both  can. 
But  the  protection  of  the  territories  against  this  wild 
power  of  alienation  is  enforced  in  every  instance  by 
the  high  guaranties  of  solemn  compacts.  Wiscon- 
sin is  protected  by  the  terms  of  cession  from  Vir- 
ginia; Florida  is  protected  by  the  terms  of  cession 
from  Spain;  and  Louisiana  was  protected  by  the 
terms  of  cession  from  France.  They  were  all  on 
the  same  footing,  under  (he  guaranty'  of  the  same 
faith — and  Wisconsin  or  Florida  may  be  alienated 
under  the  same  right. 

Will  any'  one,  at  this  time  of  day,  claim  for  con- 
gress the  power  to  dispose  of  either  of  these  territo- 
ries to  a foreign  power?  If  it  be  said  that,  having 
purchased  them,  we  may  sell  them,  the  proposition 
is  equally  true  of  the  states  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas, 
and  Missouri.  Can  we  sell  them,  or  exchange  them 
for  Canada?  If  such  a doctrine  were  countenanced 
for  a moment,  would  any  man  south  of  the  Potomac 
feel  himself  safe  from  sale  or  exchange,  while  the 
wild  fanatacism  of  the  abolitionists  hurrying  so 
large  a portion  of  our  fellow-citizens  upon  measures 
no  less  extravagant,  anrl  infinitely  more  fraught  with 
all  those  disasters  that  make  humanity  shudder?  Will 
that  spirit  which  demands  the  exercise  of  political 
power  for  the  confiscation  of  property,  and  sports 
itself  upon  the  very  brink  of  servile  war — will  that 
spirit  pause  in  its  reckless  career,  at  so  obvious  a 
measure  as  the  retrocession  of  southern  territory? 
J'he  treaty,  Mr.  President,  of  1319,  was  a great 
oversight  .on  the  part  of  the  southern  states.  We 
went  into  it  blindly,  I must  say.  The  great  impor- 
tance of  Florida,  to  which  the  public  mind  was 
strongly  awakened  at  that  time  by'  peculiar  circum- 
s'ances,  I ?d  us  precipitately  into  a measure  by  which 


we  threw  a gem  away  that  would  have  bought  ten 
Floridas.  Under  any  circumstances,  Florida  would 
have  been  ours  in  a short  time;  but  our  impalience 
induced  us  to  purchase  it  by  a territory  ten  times  as 
large,  a hundred  times  as  fertile,  and  to  give  five 
millions  of  dollars  into  the  bargain.  Sir,  I resign 
myself  to  what  is  done;  I acquiesce  in  the  inexora- 
ble past;  I propose  no  wild  and  chimerical  revolu- 
tion in  the  established  order  of  things,  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  remedying  what  I conceive  to  have  been 
wrong  originally.  But  this  1 do  propose:  that  we 
should  seize  the  fair  and  just  occasion  now  presented 
to  remedy  the  mistake  which  was  made  in  1319;  that 
we  should  repair,  as  far„as  we  can,  the  evil  effect  of 
a breach  of  the  constitution;  that  we  should  re-esta- 
blish the  integrity  of  our  dismembered  territory,  and 
get  back  into  our  union,  by  the  just  and  honorable 
means  providentially  olfered  to  us,  that  fair  and  fer- 
tile province  which,  in  an  evil  hour,  we  severed  from 
the  confederacy. 

It  might  be  supposed,  Mr.  President,  from  the 
manner  in  which  tile  public  mind  has  been  inflamed 
against  my  proposition,  that  it  had  not  heretofore 
been  heard  of;  and  that  I was  startling  the  commu- 
nity with  a novel  policy.  Not  so,  sir.  The  farthest 
in  the  world  from  it.  "For  the  first  time,  to  be  sure, 
there  is  a loud  and  wide-spead  clamor  against  the 
annexation  of  Texas;  but  the  project  of  effecting  it 
has  notoriously  been  entertained  and  urged  by  the 
two  last  administrations;  and,  although  not  adopted 
by  the  present,  as  an  administration  measure,  is 
known  to  have  been  favorably  entertained  by  the 
president,  and  at  least  one  distinguished  member  of 
the  cabinet.  It  is  strange  that  a measure  which  has 
been  urged  for  twelve  years  past,  should  now,  for 
the  first  time,  be  met  by  a tempest  of  opposition;  and 
it  is  very  strange  that  Ite  should  be  found  riding  upon 
and  directing  the  storm,  who  was  the  very  first  man 
to  propose  the  annexation  of  Texas,  as  one  of  the 
very  earliest  measures  of  his  administration,  after  he 
was  made  president.  Yes,  Mr.  President,  Mr.  John 
Quincy  Adams  had  hardly  ascended  the  presidential 
chair  before  lie  assiduously  addressed  himself  to  the 
task  of  repairing  the  injury  inflicted  upon  the  coun- 
try by  the  treaty  of  1819,  in  the  making  of  which  it 
has  been  since  understood,  lie  was  the  reluctant 
agent.  As  secretary  of  state,  in  1S19,  he  negotiated 
the  treaty  of  transfer;  as  president  of  the  United 
States,  in  1824,  he  instituted  a negotiation  for  the 
re-annexation.  Through  his  secretary  ofstate,  Mr. 
Clay,  (whose  name  heretofore  has  been  always  con- 
nected with  opposition  to  the  cession,  and  with  ad- 
vocacy of  re-annexation  of  Texas,  and  whom  I should 
be  glad  to  find  standing  on  the  same  ground  now  that 
he  occupied  from  1819  to  1829.)  the  president  in- 
structed Mr.  Poinsett,  then  minister  to  Mexico,  to 
open  at  once,  and  vigorously  urge  a negotiation  for 
the  re-acquisition  of  Texas,  and  the  re-establishment 
of  the  southwest  line  of  the  United  States  at  the  Rio 
Grande  del  Norte.  The  secretary  urged  it  upon  the 
envoy,  as  a matter  of  the  deepest  interest  to  the 
country,  and  the  highest  policy  of  the  government. 
The  advantages  are  elaborately  and  zealously  set 
forth;  and  although  the  country  at  that  time  labored 
under  a large  debt,  the  envoy  was  authorized  to  offer 
five  millions  for  the  acquisition.  It  is  greatly  to  be 
lamented  that  the  joint  efforts  of  Mr.  Adams,  Mr. 
Clay,  and  Mr.  Poinsett,  failed  upon  this  occasion,  as 
the  joint  dibi  ts  of  general  Jackson,  Mr.  Van  Biiren, 
and  Mr.  Poinsett,  did  upon  a subsequent  occasion, 
when  the  proposition  was  renewed,  or  rather  con- 
tinued, under  a new  administration.  From  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end  of  his  administration,  Mr.  Adams 
kept  steadily  in  view  this  important  measure;  and 
when  his  successor  came  in,  as  it  was  supposed, 
with  opinions  differing  on  all  points,  and  with  pro- 
mises and  pledges  of  all  sorts  of  changes,  amidst  the 
general  bouleversement  of  all  that  had  been  done  or 
attempted,  this  measure  alone  was  he/d  sacred;  it 
was  adopted  as  it  stood  upon  the  record,  and  urged 
with  the  characteristic  energy  of  the  man  who  felt, 
and  truly  felt,  that  he  was  not  so  much  the  function- 
ary of  a constitutional  government,  as  the.re  presen  ta- 
tive  of  the  democracy  of  this  country,  as  Napoleon 
had  been,  of  that  of  Fiance.  Jackson,  Van  Buren, 
and  Poinsett,  took  the  place  of  Adams,  Clay,  and 
Poinsett,  but  pushed  on  the  negotiation.  How  or 
why  it  failed,  it  were  useless  now  to  inquire.  Whe- 
ther it  was  lost  sight  of  amongst  the  vulgar  and 
paltry  controversies  of  Scotinos  and  Yorkinos,  or 
postponed  by  the  massacres  and  plunderings  of  the 
succado,  or  suspended  by  the  ceaseless  revolutions 
of  that  fated  country,  is  now  of  no  consequence. 
This  is  certain,  that  president  Jackson  never  lost 
sight  of  it,  and  that  lie  continued  to  look  to  its  ac- 
complishment as  one  of  the  greatest  events  of  his 
administration,  to  the  moment  when  the  title  of 
Mexico  was  extinguished  lorever  by  the  battle  of 
San  Jacinto. 

And  the  object,  sir,  was  well  worthy  of  the  solici- 
tude of  a patriot  statesman,  for  the  country  lost  to 
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us  by  the  fatal  treaty  of  1S19,  is  one  of  the  finest 
upon  the  whole  earth.  Its  beautiful  prairies  expand 
beneath  as  genial  a climate  as  ever  blessed  the  milder 
latitudes  of  the  temperate  zone;  and  rising  with  a 
gentle  slope  from  the  Gulf,  towards  the  north,  pre- 
sent the  appearance  of  a vast  lawn,  interspersed 
with  streams  and  woodland.  No  heavy  forests  en- 
cumber its  surface,  and  present  obstacles  to  its  set- 
tlement; no  barren  wastes  of  sand  disfigure  it;  no 
marshy  swamps  mar  its  atmosphere  with  unhealthy 
exhalations.  Under  a sun  which  ripens  the  sugar 
cane  and  coffee,  the  surface  is  as  gieen  as  New  Eng- 
land; and  it  is  as  exempt  from  disease  as  any  portion 
of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  It  is  intersected  a* 
short  distances  by  large  rivers,  which  form  bays  and 
estuaries  along  the  Gulf  coast,  eminently  fitted  for 
commerce.  Under  the  quickening  inliuences  of  our 
policy. and  our  people,  this  fine  tract  of  country, 
doomed  to  be  an  eternal  waste  if  possessed  by  the 
Mexicans  or  Camanches,  will  spring  into  a glorious 
and  vigorous  existence.  Its  fields  will  teem  with  the 
richest  productions  of  the  earth;  its  rivers  will  bear 
down  to  what  should  always  be  considered  in  the 
policy  of  this  government  as  our  sea  (mare  nostrum) 
an  unbounded  produce,  to  enhance  the  navigation 
of  the  northern  states,  while  an  increasing  popula- 
tion augments  the  demand  for  their  manufactures. 

But  the  boundary  line  established  by  the  treaty  of 
1S19,  not  only  deprives  us  of  this  extensive  and  fer- 
tile territory,  but  winds  with  “a  deep  indent”  upon 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  itself,  running  upon  the 
Red  river  ami  the  Arkansas.  It  places  a foreign 
nation  in  the  rear  of  our  Mississippi  settlements,  and 
brings  it  within  a stone’s  throw  of  that  great  outlet 
which  discharges  the  commerce  of  half  the  union. 
The  mouth  of  the  Sabine  and  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi are  of  a dangerous  vicinity.  The  great  ob- 
ject of  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  was  to  remove  all 
possible  interference  of  foreign  states  in  the  vast 
commerce  of  the  outlet  of  so  many  states.  By  the 
cession  of  Texas  this  policy  was  to  a certain  extent 
compromised. 

On  this  subject,  Mr.  Van  Buren,in  his  instructions 
to  Mr.  Poinsett,  holds  the  following  language: 

“The  line  proposed  as  the  one  most  desirable  to 
us,  would  constitute  a most  natural  separation  of  the 
resources  of  the  two  nations.  It  is  the  centre  of  a 
country  uninhabitable  on  the  Gulf;  and,  on  the 
mountains,  so  difficult  of  access,  arid  so  poor,  as  to 
furnish  no  inducements  for  a land  intercourse;  and, 
of  course,  no  theatre  for  those  differences  that  are 
almost  inseparable  from  a neighborhood  of  commer- 
cial interests.  It  corresponds  with  the  habitual  feel- 
ings of  the  people  of  Mexico,  and  with  the  avowed 
policy  of  the  Mexican  government,  by  causing  a wide 
separation  and  difficulties  of  intercourse  between 
the  inhabitants  of  the  two  countries,  by  preventing 
those  excitements  and  bickerings  invariably  produced 
by  the  contiguous  operation  of  conflicting  laws, 
habits,  and  interests.  The  commercial  establish- 
ment which  would  be  forthwith  made  at  the  Neuees, 
ami  in  its  vicinity,  would  enable  us  (o  preserve,  in  a 
great  degree,  the  morals  of  the  inhabitants  of  both 
sides,  by  the  prevention  of  smuggling;  and  the  Mexi- 
can government,  by  thus  respecting  the  real  interests 
of  the  United  States,  without  actual  prejudice  to  its 
own,  would  afford  the  strongest  evidence  of  that 
spirit  of  friendship  by  which  the  United  States  have 
always  been  influenced  towards  it,  and  which  should 
ever  characterize  the  conduct  of  neighboring  re- 
publics.” 

I have  thus,  Mr.  President,  shown  that  the  terri- 
tory of  Texas  was  ours,  that  the  constitutionality  of 
its  alienation  is  at  least  doubtful,  and  that  its  rean- 
nexation is  desirable.  I have  now  to  advert  to  the 
objections  raised  against  it;  and,  fortunately,  these 
are  presented  in  a distinct  and  imposing  form,  in  the 
report  of  a committee  of  the  house  of  representatives 
of  Massachusetts,  now  in  session.  I approach  with 
due  deference,  sir,  whatever  comes  from  the  func- 
tionaries of  that  great  commonwealth;  (for,  although 
I think  her  opinions  and  policy  have  not  beeij  ex- 
empt from  serious  mistakes  and  errors,.)  still,  from 
the  time  of  her  Hancocks  and  Adamses,  she  has 
prosecuted  her  purposes  with  a firmness  and  intelli- 
gence certainly  not  surpassed  by  any  state  in  the 
union.  She  has  at  all  times  been  fertile  in  great 
men.  She  has  always  had  the  consideration  abroad, 
and  that  self-confidence,  (a  main  source  of  strength,) 
that  results  from  a glorious  past;  and  these  advan- 
tages, combined  witii  her  superior  magnitude  and 
wealth,  have  constituted  her  the  head  and  leader  of 
New  England.  What  she  says  and  does  is  therefore 
entitled  to  the  greatest  consideration,  and  this  is  the 
more  especially  demanded  at  my  hands  by  the  tem- 
perate and  courteous  manner  in  which  *he  commit- 
tee has  done  me  the  honor  to  treat  me  and  the  reso- 
lution which  is  now  the  subject  of  our  deliberations. 

The  report  says: 

“The  committee  do  not  believe  that  any  power 
exists  in  any  branch  of  this  government,  or  in  all  of 


them  united,  to  consent  to  such  a union,  (viz:  with 
the  sovereign  state  of  Texas;)  nor,  indeed,  does  such 
authority  pertain,  as  an  incident  of  sovereignty,  or 
otherwise,  to  the  government,  however  absolute,  of 
any  nation.” 

Both  these  propositions  I controvert;  and,  first, 
as  to  the  powers  of  this  government. 

The  committee,  it  appears  to  me,  has  been  led  to 
erroneous  conclusions  on  this  subject  by  a funda- 
mental mistake  as  to  the  nature  and  character  of 
our  government:  a mistake  which  has  pervaded  and 
perverted  all  its  reasoning,  and  has  for  a long  time 
been  the  abundant  source  of  much  practical  mis- 
chief in  the  action  of  this  government,  and  of  very 
dangerous  speculation.  The  mistake  lies  in  con- 
sidering this,  as  to  its  nature  and  powers,  a consol- 
idated government  of  one  people,  instead  of  a con- 
federated government  of  many  states.  There  is 
no  one  single  act  performed  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  constitution,  as  me  people. 
Even  in  the  popular  branch  of  congress  this  dis- 
tinction is  maintained.  A certain  number  of  dele- 
gates is  assigned  to  each  state,  and  the  people  of 
each  state  elect  for  their  own  state.  When  the 
functionaries  of  the  government  assemble  here, 
they  have  no  source  of  power  but  the  constitution, 
which  prescribes,  defines,  and  limits  their  action, 
and  constitutes  them,  in  their  aggregate  capacity, 
a trust  or  agency,  for  the  performance  of  certain 
duties  confided  to  them  by  various  states  or  com- 
munities. TI113  government  is  therefore  a confed- 
eracy of  sovereign  states,  associating  themselves 
together  for  mutual  advantages.  They  originally 
came  together  as  sovereign  states,  having  no  au- 
thority and  pretending  to  no  power  of  reciprocal 
control.  North  Carolina  and  Rhode  Island  stood 
off  for  a time,  refusing  to  join  the  confederacy,  and 
at  length  came  into  it  by  the  exercise  of  a sovereign 
discretion.  So  too  of  Missouri,  who  was  a state 
fully  organized  and  perfect,  and  self-governed,  be- 
fore she  was  a state  of  this  union  ; and,  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  this  has  been  the  case  with  all  the 
states  heretofore  admitted,  and  must  always  con- 
tinue to  be  so.  Where,  then,  is  the  difficulty  of 
admitting  another  state  into  this  confederacy?  The 
power  to  admit  new  states  is  expressly  given. 
“New  stales  may  be  admitted  by  the  congress 
into  this  union.”  By  the  very  terms  of  the  grant, 
they  must  be  states  before  they  are  admitted;  when 
admitted,  they  become  states  of  the  union.  The 
terms,  restrictions,  and  principles,  upon  which  new 
states  are  to  be  received,  are  matters  to  be  regula- 
ted by  congress,  under  the  constitution. 

The  power  conferred  by  the  constitution  upon 
congress  is  not  to  create,  but  to  admit,  new  states. 

The  states  create  themselves;  Missouri  and  Mich- 
igan did  so,  and  exercised  all  the  functions  of  self- 
government,  while  congress  deliberated  whether 
the}'  should  be  admitted.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
territorial  organization  was  abrogated,  and  the  laws 
of  congress  superseded;  and  if  congress  declined 
to  admit  them,  they,  of  necessity,  remained  foreign 
and  independent  states. 

Heretofore,  in  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  and 
Florida,  France  and  Spain  both  stipulated  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ceded  terrilories  should  be  incor- 
porated in  the  union  of  the-  United  States,  as  soon 
as  maybe  consistent  with  the  principles  of  the  fed- 
eral constitution,  and  admitted  to  all  the  privileges, 
rights,  and  immunities,  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  In  compliance  with  this  stipulation,  Lou- 
isiana, Arkansas,  and  Missouri,  have  been  admit- 
ted into  the  union,  and  at  no  distant  day  Florida 
will  be.  Now,  if  we  contract  with  France  and 
Spain  for  the  admission  of  states,  why  shall  we  not 
with  Texas?  If  France  can  sell  to  us  her  subjects 
and  her  territory,  why  cannot  the  people  of  Texas 
give  themselves  and  their  territory  to  us?  Is  it  more 
consistent  with  our  republican  notions  that  men  and 
territory  can  be  transferred  by  the  arbitrary  will  of 
a monarch,  for  a price,  than  that  a free  people  may 
Be. associated  with  us  by  mutual  consent?  Can  we 
buy,  or  according  to  the  report  of  the"  Massachu- 
setts committee,  conquer,  and  yet  not  enter  into 
an  amicable  agieement  to  effect  the  same  object, 
in  pursuance  of  the  ascertained  will  of  all  parties 
concerned?-  There  is  some  display  of  learning  in 
the  report,  to  show  that  conquest  can  effect  what 
consent  cannot.  Not  so.  War  itself  is  but  a mode 
of  argument — ultima  ratio ; conquest  is  an  enforced 
consent.  It  does  not  terminate  in  actual  physical 
restraint,  permanently  applied,  but  in  the  assent  of 
the  conquered  party  that  submission  is  preferable 
to  further  resistance.  A state  or  a people  incor- 
porated with  another  by  such  means  has  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  union  is  better  than  the  calam- 
ities of  war.  Why  cannot  the  same  state  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  union  is  better  than  other  ca- 
lamities to  which  it  is  exposed,  or  of  itself  promi- 
ses benefits  greater  than  those  resulting  from  a 
separate  existence? 


It  is  supposed  that  there  is  a sort  of  political  im- 
possibility, resulting  from  the  nature  of  things  to 
effect  the  proposed  union.  The  committee  says 
that  “ the  measure  is  in  fact  the  union  of  two  inde- 
pendent governments.”  Certainly,  the  union  of 
twenty-seven  “ independent  governments;”  but  the 
committee  adds,  that  it  should  rather  be  termed  the 
dissolution  of  both  and  the  formation  of  a new  one, 
which,  whether  founded  on  the  same  or  another 
written  constitution,  is,  as  to  its  identity,  different 
from  either.  This  can  only  be  effected  by  the 
summum  jus,  &c. 

A full  answer  to  this  objection,  even  if  many 
others  were  notat  hand,  as  far  as  Texas  is  concerned, 
is  contained  in  the  fact  that  the  summum  jus  has 
been  exercised. 

Her  citizens,  by  a unanimous  vote,  have  decided 
in  favor  of  annexation;  and  according  to  the  admis- 
sion of  the  committee,  this  is  sufficiently  potent 
to  dissolve  their  government,  and  to  surrender  them- 
selves to  be  absorbed  by  ours.  To  receive  this 
augmentation  of  our  territory  and  population,  man- 
ifestly, does  not  dissolve  this  government,  or  even 
remodel  it.  Its  identity  is  not  disturbed.  There 
is  no  appeal  necessary  to  the  summum  jus  populi 
for  such  a political  arrangement  on  our  part,  even 
if  the  summum  jus  populi  could  be  predicated  of 
this  government,  which  it  cannot.  Now,  it  is  very 
obvious  that  two  free  states  may  associate  for  com- 
mon purposes,  and  that  these  common  purposes 
may  be  multiplied  in  number  or  increased  in  im- 
portance, at  the  discretion  of  the  parties.  They 
may  establish  a common  agency  for  the  transaction 
of  their  business  ; and  this  may  include  a portion  or 
all  of  their  political  functions.  The  new  creation 
may  be  an  agency  if  created  by  states,  or  a gov- 
ernment if  created  by  the  people;  for  ttie  people 
have  a right  to  abolish  and  create  governments. 
Does  any  one  doubt  whether  Texas  could  rejoin 
the  republic  of  Mexico?  Why  not,  then,  rejoin  this 
republic  ? 

No  one  doubts  that  the  states  now  composing 
this  union  might  have  joined  Great  Britain  after 
the  declaration  of  independence.  The  learned  com- 
mittee would  not  contend  that  there  was  a political 
impossibility  in  the  union  of  Scotland  and  England, 
or  of  Ireland  and  Britain  ; or  that,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  it  would  be  impossible  for  Louisiana,  if  she 
were  a sovereign  state  out  ol  this  union,  to  join 
with  the  sovereign  state  of  Texas  in  forming  a new 
government. 

There  is  no  point  of  view  in  which  the  proposi- 
tion for  annexation  can  be  considered,  that  any 
serious  obstacle  in  point  of  form  presents  itself.  If 
this  government  be  a confederation  of  states,  then 
it  is  proposed  to  add  another  state  to  the  confede- 
racy. If  this  government  be  a consolidation,  then 
it  is  proposed  to  add  to  it  additional  territory  and 
population.  That  we  can  annex,  and  afterwards 
admit,  the  cases  of  Florida  and  Louisiana  prove. 
We  can  therefore  deal  with  the  people  of  Texas  for 
the  territory  of  Texas,  and  the  people  can  be  se- 
cured in  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  constitu- 
tion, as  were  the  subjects  of  Spain  and  France. 

So  much  for  the  formal  difficulties.  I now  ap- 
proach those  which  have  exercised  a more  decisive 
influence  over  that  portion  of  the  union  which  is 
offering  a determined  opposition  lo  this  measure. 

The  Massachusetts  committee  experience  much 
difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  mode  of  action  by 
which  the  proposed  annexation  can  be  effected, 
and  demand  “ in  what  form  would  be  the  practical 
exercise  of  the  supposed  power?  In  what  depart- 
ment does  it  lie?”  The  progress  of  events  already 
in  a great  measure  answers  this  objection.  Texas 
has  taken  the  initiative.  Her  minister  has  intro- 
duced the  subject  to  that  department  which  is  alone 
capable  of  receiving  communications  from  foreign 
governments,  and  the  executive  has  submitted  the 
correspondence  to  congress.  The  resolutions  jae- 
fore  you  propose  an  expression  of  opinion  by  con- 
gress, which,  if  made,  the  executive  will  doubtless- 
address  itself  earnestly,  in  conjunction  with  the 
authorities  of  Texas,  to  the  consummation  of  the 
joint  wishes  of  the  parties,  which  can  be  accom- 
plished by  treaty,  emanating  from  one  department 
of  this  government,  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  the 
passage  of  all  needful  laws  by  the  legislative  depart- 
ment, and  by  the  exercise  of  the  express  power  of 
congress  to  admit  new  slates. 

I am  aware,  Mr.  President,  of  the  full  extent  and 
of  the  decided  character  of  the  opposition  which  this 
measure  encounters  in  a large  section  of  the  union. 
A vast  number  of  remonstrances,  memorials,  and  pe- 
titions, with  countless  signatures,  have  been  present- 
ed, characterized  in  almost  every  instance  by  a very 
excited  temper.  Several  of  the  most  respectable 
states,  too,  have  solemnly  adjured  congress  to  de- 
cline my  proposed  measure.  Vermont  led  the  way, 
in  a violent  and  denunciatory  paper.  The  populous 
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state  of  Ohio  followed,  in  such  determined  hostility,' 
that  her  legislature  has  volunteered  a denial  of  the 
constitutionality  of  that  acquisition  which  ati'ords  the 
outlet  to  her  commerce.  The  gravity  and  dignity  of 
Massachusetts  have  been  enlisted  to  the  same  end; 
and,  in  short,  all  the  northern  and  middle  states,  in 
one  form  of  other,  have  urged  objections  upon  us. 
If  the  views  of  so  large  and  'respectable  a portion  of 
the  country  be  determined  by  broad  reasons  of  gene- 
ral policy,  conceived  in  a spirit  of  patriotism,  and 
embracing  the  various  interests  of  the  whole  union 
in  a just  and  equal  consideration,  they  would  come 
recommended  to  us  by  a very  weighty  authority;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  this  joint  movement  be  a com- 
bination, conceived  in  a spirit  of  hostility  towards 
one  section,  and  for  the  purpose  of  aggrandizing  the 
political  power  of  another,  then,  both  the  purpose 
and  the  temper  in  which  it  is  conceived,  constitute  an 
irresistible  reason,  on  the  part  of  all  who  value  this 
union,  for  urging  and  consummating  this  measure. 

Stripped  of  all  circumlocution,  the  proposition  is 
this:  We  are  hostile  to  the  institutions  of  the  south, 
and  propose  their  destruction;  we  have  a predomi- 
nating power,  daily  increasing,  over  that  section;  and 
we  do  not  intend  that  it  shall  put  itself  in  a condi- 
tion to  resist  our  power,  when  we  may  choose  to  ex- 
ercise it.  I put  it  to  every  candid  man,  whether  this 
is  not  the  just  interpretation,  the  sum  and  substance, 
©f  the  proceedings  in  Massachusetts  and  Ohio,  and 
©fall  those  numerous  petitions  which  have  been  pre- 
sented from  the  nou-slavehelding  states.  I do  not 
now  speak  of  that  wild  and  blind  fanaticism,  'or  still 
blinder  cant,  which  infects  (he  public  mind  on  this 
subject;  and  which,  even  in  this  country,  lias  (I  say 
it  with  shame  and  sorrow,)  received  an  impulse  from 
that  impersonation  of  the  blackguardism  of  Europe, 
Mr.  O’Connell;  but  I speak  of  the  grave  language 
of  distinguished  men,  and  the  dignified  proceedings 
of  legislative  bodies;  and  when  the  south  finds  in 
these  a question  of  political  power  raised  against  her, 
coupled  with,  or  rather  founded  upon,  an  objection 
to  her  social  institutions,  she  ought,  she  must,  make 
up  her  mind  to  give  up  those  institutions,  or  to  de- 
mand a guaranty  for  them.  The  question  of  her 
existence  is  forced  upon  her,  and  if  you  will  not 
consent  to  adopt  some  measure  to  protect  her,  (and 
I confess  that  I see  nothing  but  what  [ now  propose,) 
it  will  be  her  duty  by  her  own  action  to  provide  for 
her  own  safety. 

It  cannot  fail  to  make  a deep  and  mournful  im- 
pression upon  the  south,  that  the  opposition  to  the 
proposed  measure  is  contemporaneous  with  the  re- 
cent excitement  on  the  subject  of  abolition.  AH 
men,  of  alt  parties,  from  all  sections,  in  and  out  of 
office,  Mr.  Adams  most  conspicuous  amongst  them, 
desired  the  acquisition  of  Texas  until  the  clamorous 
interference  in  the  affairs  of  the  south  was  caught  up 
in  New  England,  from  Old  England.  Then  for  the 
first  time  objections  are  made  to  this  measure;  then 
those  very  statesmen  who  were  anxious  to  make  the 
acquisition  of  Texas  their  glory,  found  out  that  it 
would  subvert  the  constitution  and  ruin  the  country. 
We  of  the  south,  Mr.  President,  bear  with  such  com- 
posure as  we  may  the  pious  horror  and  self-righteous 
indignation  with  which  many  of  our  brethren  specu- 
late upon  us;  but  it  is  a different  affair,  when  igno- 
rant and  impertinent  denunciators  rise  up  and  demand 
the  control  of  the  policy  of  this  government.  You 
are  called  upon  to  declare  that  the  southern  portion 
of  your  confederacy,  by  reason  of  certain  domestic 
institutions,  in  the  judgment  of  your  petitioners 
wicked  and  detestable,  is  to  be  excluded  from  some 
part  of  the  political  benefits  of  this  government.— 
The  assumption  is  equally  insulting  to  the  feelings 
and  derogatory  to  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
south.  It  is  an  arrogant  pretension  to  superiority  on 
one  side,  and  denunciation  of  inferiorty  on  the  other; 
which,  if  sanctioned  by  congress,  eithei  by  assuming 
it  as  the  reason  of  legislating,  or  of  refusing  to  legis- 
late, makes  us  at  once  two  people,  two  races,  a su- 
perior and  an  inferior.  We  neither  can  nor  ought — 
I say  it,  Mr.  President,  in  no  light  mood  or  wrong 
temper— We  neither  can  nor  ought  to  continue  in 
political  union  on  such  terms. 

But,  Mr.  President,  wrong  and  dangerous,  and 
subversive  of  our  institutions  as  these  positions  are, 
they  have  their  origin  rather  in  the  apprehensions  of 
those  who  urge  them  than  in  actually  existing  facts. 
The  Massachusetts  report  asserts  that,  at  the  institu- 
tion of  this  government,  the  predominance  of  politi- 
cal power  was  in  the  non-slaveholding  states,  and 
that  the  representation  of  the  three-fifths  was  allowed 
in  the  spirit  of  compromise,  to  make  an  approxima- 
tion towards  equality.  I believe,  sir,  that  the  com- 
mittee is  mistaken  in  its  view  of  the  facts.  01  those 
who  made  the  constitution,  and  of  those  who  sat  in 
the  first  congress,  two-thirds  were  slaveholders. — 
Excluding  Pennsylvania,  where  slavery  never  ex- 
isted, and  the  New  England  states,  in  some  of  which 
slavery  existed  to-a  small  extent  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  the  slaveholding  slates 


represented  in  the  first  congress,  according  to  provi- 


sions of  the  constitution,  were— 

New  York  - - -Ti  New  Hampshire  - - 3 

New  Jersey  - - 4 Massachusetts  - - 8 

Delaware  - - 1 Rhode  Island  - - - 1 

Maryland  - - 6 Connecticut  - - - 5 

Virginia  - - - 10  Pennsylvania  - - - 8 

North  Carolina  - - 5 Vermont  - - - - 2 

South  Carolina  - - 5 — 

Geoigia  - - - 3 Non-slaveholding  27 


Kentucky  - - - 2 

Slaveholding  - 42 

There  being  nine  slaveholding  and  six  non-slave- 
holding states,  the  senate  stood  18  to  12. 

By  the  apportionment  under  the  first  census,  the 


representatives  stood  thus; 

New  York  - - -10  New  Hampshire  - - 4 

New  Jersey  - - 5 Massachusetts  - - -14 

Delaware  - - - 1 Rhode  Island  - - - 2 

Maryland  - - - 8 Connecticut  - - - 7 

Virginia  - - - 19  Pennsylvania  - - - 13 

North  Carolina  - - 10  Vermont  - - - - 2 

South  Carolina  - - 6 — 

Georgia  - - - 2 42 

Kentucky  - - - 2 

Tennessee  - - - 1 
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and  the  senators  20  to  12. 

Thus,  it  appears,  that  at  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
tution, the  slaveholding  interest  predominated;  and 
that  therefore,  the  idea  of  the  committee,  that  the 
growth  of  the  south  should  be  prevented  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preserving  the  original  balance  of  the  con- 
stitution, is  wholly  erroneous. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  turn  your  attention  for 
a moment  to  the  present  relative  condition  of  the 
sections. 

New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware  now  be- 
long to  the  non  slaveholding  section.  From  the 
bounty  of  Virginia,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
Michigan,  have  beer,  added  to  that  interest;  and 
Wisconsin  is  making  up  wilh  rapid  steps  to  take  her 
station  abreast  of  the  states.  At  this  moment  the 
non-siavehohling  states  have  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives 143  members  out  of  240,  a majority  of 
one-sixth;  and  a majority  of  4 senators  in  this  body; 
and  then,  Mr.  President,  when  we  look  forward  to 
the  next  census,  New  York,  with  her  two  and  a half 
millions;  Ohio,  with  her  two  millions;  Indiana,  with 
her  seven  hundred  thousand;  Illinois,  Michigan,  and 
the  rest;  where,  sir,  will  be  the  south  then?  Where 
the  balance  of  the  constitution? 

Virginia  gave  to  the  non-slaveholding  states  the 
populous  northwest,  for  their  growth  and  expansion. 
They  have  by  law' and  treaty  secured  to  themselves, 
and  denied  to  us,  all  above  the  parallel  of  36  deg. 
30  min.  from' the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific,  a vast 
and  fertile  region,  larger  than  revolutionary  Ame- 
rica; destined  to  receive  the  emigration  from  the 
teeming  bosom  of  the  north,  swollen  by  the  annual 
importation  of  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  foreign- 
ers. While,  by  treaty,  we  were  deprived  of  all  west 
of  the  Sabine,  and  by  law  of  north  of  36  deg.  30 
min.  they  have  kept  open  for  themselves  all  the  in- 
terior world  of  the  upper  Missouri  and  Mississippi, 
all  the  prairies  and  mountains  of  the  central  west, 
all  the  valley  of  the  Columbia,  and  coast  of  (he  Pa- 
cific; and  with  this  rich  and  boundless  inheritance, 
with  their  own  noble  country,  and  with  what  the 
reckless  munificence  of  Virginia  endowed  them,  is 
it  according  to  the  spirit  in  which  the  constitution 
was  conceived,  is  it  in  a spirit  of  kindness,  is  it  just, 
is  it  not  an  outrage,  that  the  question  of  political 
power  is  raised  against  us? 

No  one  will  venture  to  say  that,  if  the  south  ex- 
tends herself  to  the  Rio  Grande,  she  can,  under  any 
circumstances,  contain  a population  equal  to  that  of 
the  non-slaveholding  states.  In  the  other  branch  of 
congress  we  can  never  expect  an  approach  to  equali- 
ty. Tile  sceptre  has  passed  from  us,  and  forever. 
Whether  it- has  been  rightly  wielded,  let' the  gro.vvtli 
and  power  of  this  country  answer.  All  that  is  now 
left  us  is  to  protect  ourselves.  All  that  we  want  is 
some  reasonable  check  upon  an  acknowledged  power; 
some  approach  to  equipoise  in  this  chamber.  It  re- 
sults from  the  nature  of  tilings;  and  all  our  history 
shows  that  both  the  interest  and  inclination  of  the 
south  is  to  restrain  as  far  as  possible  the  action  of 
this  government.  We  never  require  any  thing  from 
it.  Ours  is  the  let-us-alone  policy.  All  we  wish 
is  not  to  suffer  aggression.  All  the  power  we  covet 
is  the  power  to  resist  incursions.  And  this  much, 
sir,  you  must  allow  to  us.  The  ground  upon  which 
non-slaveholding  states  and  communities  put  their 
claim  to  political  supremacy  is  an  insult  to  us.  The 
claim  itself  is  an  aggression,  and  the  avowed  pur- 
poses for  which  it  is  to  be  used  are  hostile  and  de- 
structive. 

And,  Mr.  President,  but  for  the  great  respect 


which  I have  for  the  states  which  have  taken  ground 
on  this  subject,  I should  be  disposed  to  suspect  that 
the  idea  of  checking  the  extension  of  domestic 
slavery  was  but  a hollow  and  hypocritical  pretexr, 
to  cover  political  designs.  The  slaveholding  popu- 
lation arid  the  slaveholding  political  communities 
may  be  multiplied  by  the  proposed  acquisition  ot 
territory;  but  I do  not  see  that  slavery  or  the  num- 
ber of  slaves  can  be  increased  by  it.  Under  the 
mild  condition  of  southern  slavery,  the  negro  popu- 
lation increases  at  a greater  ratio  than  that  of  the 
whites  throughout  the  union,  augmented  as  the  lat- 
ter is  by  the  accession  of  foreigners.  To  this  natu- 
ral increase,  your  laws,  making  the  introduction  of 
slaves  a felony,  forbid  any  addition.  Extend  the 
territory  as  you  rnay,  you  can  only  have  those  you 
now  have,  and  their  natural  increase.  They  rnay  be 
diffused  aver  a wider  surface,  intermingled  with  a- 
larger  tree  population,  but  not  one  additional  slave 
can  be  made.  Nay,  Mr.  President,  ihis  annexation 
will  produce  the  precise  opposite  result.  It  will 
prevent  the  increase  of  slaves. 

It  is  well  known  that  it  has  tasked  the  vigilance 
and  power  of  this  government  to  enfor  ce  the  laws  to 
which  I have  just  alluded,  against  the  temptation  of 
the  vast  profit  which  would  reward  the  introduction 
®f  slaves;  and  it  is  also  known  that  the  combined 
energies  of  the  civilized  powers  of  the  world  have 
not  yet  succeeded  in  putting  an  end  to  the  slave 
trade  which  continues  t©  supply  the  West  Indies 
with  African  slaves.  Our  laws,  sustained  by  our 
public  opinion  and  enforced  by  our  power,  would  no 
doubt  prevent  the  possibility  of  the  further  introduc- 
tion of  negi'oes.  But  noneof  thesechecks  will  ope- 
rate with  the  same  force  upon  Texas,  her  extended 
coast,  watched  by  a small  navy;  her  uninhabited  ter  - 
ritory, subject  to  a necessarily  inefficient  police,  af- 
ford facilities  for  the  introduction  of  negroes,  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  temptation  to  introduce  them 
will  be  greater  than  any  other  portion  of  this  conti- 
nent has  ever  been  exposed  to;  nor  sir,  will  the  pro- 
posed annexation  deteriorate  the  condition  of  the 
slaves  now  held  in  bondage.  Such  as  would  be  trans- 
ferred to  Texas  would  be  placed  in  a more  healthy 
climate,  a more  fertile  soil;  they  would  be  less 
crowded  together  in  large  masses,  and  from  the  en- 
hanced value  of  their  labor,  enlist  a more  intense 
interest  on  the  part  of  their  owners  to  attend  to  their 
wauls  and  necessities.  These  remarks,  I make, 
Mr.  President,  to  show  how  blind  and  mistaken  is 
that  humanity  which  has  permitted  itself  to  be  en- 
listed against  this  measure.  How  narrow  it  also  is, 
let  me  briefly  illustrate.  It  is  obvious  that,  if  our 
laws,  institutions,  spirit  of  enterprise,  ami  habits  of 
order,  were  extended  over  that  region,  and  sustained 
by  the  vigor  of  our  government,  it  would  rapidly 
become  the  seat  of  civilization  anti  religion.  The 
waste  of  useless  fertility  would  be  subjected  to  a 
vigorous  culture,  towns  would  spring  up,  churches 
be  built,  and,  in  the  place  of  the  wild  Caddoes  and 
Camanches,  would  appear  a race  of  men  rapidiy 
fulfilling  the  high  destiny  of  civilized  man. 

It  is  against  that  spirit  of  aggrandizement  amt 
recklessness  which  is,  in  the  prosecution  of  its  mad 
career,  blind  to  such  obvious  considerations  as  these. 
It  is  against  that  self-righteous  arrogance  which 
scorns  and  would  chastise  in  others  every  thing  dif- 
ferent from  itself.  It  is  against  that  prurient  and 
drunken  philanthropy,  more  to  be  dreaded  as  a mad- 
ness than  to  be  pitied  as  a disease,  which  menaces 
the  destruction  oi  the  union,  and  a portion  of  it  with 
massacre  and  burning,  and  all  the  nameless  honors 
of  a servile  war.  It  is  against  the  perpttual  and 
irritating  agitation  of  bitter  and  unprofitable  topics, 
which  cannot  come  to  good,  that  this  measure  is  in- 
tended to  provide.  1 wish  no  power  for  the  south 
hut  enough  to  protect  herself;  no  boon  but  lo  be  let 
alone;  no  influence  here  but  enough  to  check  in  this 
body  the  mad  caprices  of  unbridled  power.  I ex- 
pect a majorily  in  neither  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment. In  the  popular  branch  we  are  destined  to  a 
hopeless  minority.  Here  we  must  be  strong  enough 
to  he  heard,  to  be  felt,  to  be  able  to  check,  to  be  able 
to  insist  upon  delibera'ion. 

We  stand  entirely  on  the  defensive;  we  desire 
safety,  not  power,  and  we  must  have  it.  I know  of 
no  mode  so  easy,  so  direct,  and  so  efficacious,  as  tfiis 
which  I propose.  Give  us  safety  and  repose,  by 
doing  now  what  all  your  most  trusted  and  distinguish- 
ed statesmen  have  been  so  long  anxious  to  do.  Give 
them  to  us,  by  restoring  what  you  wantonly  and  un- 
constitutionally deprived  us  of.  Grant  us  this  just 
and  humble  boon,  by  repairing  the  violated  integrity 
of  your  territory,  by  augmenting  your  wealth  and 
power,  by  extending  the  empire  of  law,  liberty,  and 
Christianity.  Give  it  to  us,  and  you  will  accomplish 
that  “which  is  the  greatest  interest  of  every  true 
American,  the  consolidation  of  our  union,  in  which 
is  involved  our  prosperity,  felicity,  safety — perhaps 
our  national  existence.”  'Mr.  President,  with  these 
words  of  Washington  I conclude. 
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Land  slide  in  Vicksburg.  The  Natchez  Free  Trader 
of  the  25th  ult.  describes  the  beginning  of  an  ava- 
lanche or  sinking  of  the  earth  on  the  margin  of  the 
landing  at  Vicksburg,  which  threatens  serious  damage 
to  the  front  street  of  that  city.  Deep  rents  in  the  earth, 
parallel  to  the  river,  were  found  to  have  been  made  as 
high  upas  Washington  street,  nearly  opposite  to  the 
site  of  the  late  Pinckard  Hotel,  commencing  near  the 
bottom  of  Main  street,  and  running  southwardly  as  iar 
as  the  railway. 

The  large  warehouse  owned  by  Messrs. Corfrew  and 
Watts,  at  the  upper  part  of  the  levee,  near  the  bottom 
of  Maine  st.,  began  to  give  way,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
day  or  two,  became  a ruin,  allowing  time  for  the  occu- 
pants to  remove  goods,  &c.  This  house  was  once 
owned  by  judge  Lane,  and  rented  for  $ 12,000  per  an- 
num; at  the  present  time,  it  rented  for  about  $8,000,  to 
several  occupants,  whose  business  and  goods  must  of 
necessity  be  much  injured  by  such  a speedy  removal. 
Several  other  houses  are  swerving  from  their  perpen- 
dicular. The  beautiful  new  house,  commenced  by 
Mr.  McDowell,  nearly  opposite  the  late  Pinckard  House, 
Iras  been  badly  cracked  by  the  sinking  of  the  founda- 
tion. 

The  first  movement  of  the  citizens  of  the  flourishing 
city  of  Vicksburg,  should  be  to  procure  a practical 
geologist  to  ascertain  the  true  state  of  the  case,  both  the 
danger  threatened,  as  well  as  the  injury  already  done. 

Tiverton  vrinl  ivailts  burnt - A fire  broke  out  in  the 
hot  room  of  the  Tiverton  print  works,  (situated  about  a 
mile  south  of  Fail  river,)  on  Tuesday  night,  about  11 
o’clock.  The  three  story  stone  building  in  which  it 
originated  was  consumed;  as  also  the  principal  part 
of  The  three  story  wooden  building  attached  thereto,  no 
part  except  the  north  end,  which  was  occupied  as  the 
counting  room,  being  saved.  The  principal  part  of  the 
machinery  and  about  3000  pieces  of  goods  were  also 
destroyed.  $10,000  insured  at  the  American  office  in 
this  city,  and  $4,000  at  the  JEtna  office,  Hartford,  on  the 
building  and  machinery,  and  $5J)0Q  on  stock  at  the 
Hartford  office.  [Providence  Journal. 

Fatal.  The  Monroe  (Mich.)  Times  mentions,  as 
among  the  disadvantageous  effects  of  the  drought  this 
season,  that  a farmer  in  one  of  the  neighboring  towns, 
a few  days  since,  found  forty-seven  of  his  hogs  snugly 
packed  away  in  a well  which  was  located  in  their 
pasture — dead,  of  course.  Several  such  instances  have 
occurred,  in  that  region,  where  swine,  after  the  drought 
had  exhausted  the  usual  supply  of  water,  had  plunged 
into  wells  which  had  been  carelessly  left  uncovered,  and 
perished. 

Brocm  Corn.  Tire  crop  ofbrootn  corn  is  very  abun- 
dant this  year,  with  us;  and  the  seed  has  fully  ripened — 
an  event  which  has  not  occurred  for  some  years  past. 
In  many  cases  the  seed  will  more  than  pay  the  whole 
expense  of  cultivating  the  crop.  It  is  said  to  be  very 
good  for  swine.  The  crop  has  been  sold  standing  in 
some  cases  for  $50  per  acre. 

[Northampton  (Mass.)  Gaz. 

Seizure.  From  the  Ntw  Orleans  Bulletin , Sept.  29. 
The  ship  Cincinnati,  capt.  Barstovv,  from  New  York 
bound  lor  Natchez  has  been,  we  regret  to  say,  detained 
at.  our  port.  Process  of  attachment  was  obtained  by  a 
merchant  of  New  Orleans  against  goods  on  beard  the 
vessel,  that  belonged  to  his  debtor  residing  at  Natchez- 
Tlre  goods  levied  upon  being  stowed  in  the  hold,  can- 
not be  reached  without  unloading  the  ship  To  dis- 
charge the  cargo  and  repack  it  will  cause  a detention 
of  several  days,  and  be  attended  besides  with  a heavy 
expense.  This  seems  a great  hardship  upon  the  ship 
owners  and  freighters.  But  at  the  same  lime  the  right 
of  the  creditor  to  seize  the  goods  of  Iris  debtor,  when 
passing  by  the  door  of  his  own  court,  is  unquestionable. 

Nearly  fully  vessels  hound  to  this  port  from  the  north 
are  yet  due.  Many  of  these  have  been  detained  by 
calms,  and  many  more  by  adverse  winds,  and  stormy 
weather,  lately  so  prevalent  upon  our  coast.  The  re- 
centehange  will  doubtless  bring  many  of  these  involun- 
tary truants  into  port,  and  with  them  will  come  many  a 
wished  for  old  iriend,  and  many  a welcome  stranger. 

Intolerance.  Dr.  Franklin  being  in  company  where 
intolerance  was  the  subject  discussed,  the  doctor  to  il- 
lustrate some  remarks  which  he  had  made  in  favor  of 
toleration-  took  up  a Bible,  and,  opening  at ' 'Genesis, t 
read  the  following  parable  to  the  surprise  of  his  hearers,' 
who  wondered  that  such  ,a  passage  had  escaped  their 
notice:  “And  it  came  to  pass  after  these  things,  tha-t 
Abraham' sat  in  the  door  of  his  tent  about  the  going 
down  of  the  sun.  And  behold  a man  bent  down  with 
age  was  coming  down  from  the  wilderness,  leaning  ori 
a staff.  And  Abraham  arose  and  met  him,  and  said 
unto  him,  ‘Come  in,  I pray  thee,  and  wash  thy  feet, 
and  tarry  the  night.’  And  the  old  man  said,  ‘Nay,  for 
I will  abide  under  this  tree.’  But  Abraharn  pressed  him 
greatly,  so  he  turned  and  went  into  the  tent.  And 
when  Abraham  saw  that  he  blessed  not  God,  he  said 
unto  him,  ‘Wherefore  dost  thou  not  worship  the  Most 
High  God,  Creator  of  Heaven  and  earth?’  And  the 
man  answered  and  said,  ‘I  do  not  worship  thy  God, 
neither  do  I call  upon  his  name,  fori  have  made  a God 
unto  myself,  that  dwelleth  in  my  house  and  provideth 
me  with  all  things.’  • And  Abraham’s  wrath  was  kin- 
dled against  the  man,  and  he  arose  and  drove  him  forth 
into  the  wilderness  with  blows.  And  God  said,  ‘Have 
I not  borne  with  him  these  three  hundred  and  eight 
years,  and  nourished  him  and  clothed  him,  notwnh 
standing  he  rebelled  against  me,  and  couldst  not  thou, 
who  art  thyself  a sinner,  bear  with  him  one  night?” 


Anecdote  of  steam  navigation.  A smart  dapper  little 
fellow,  with  a pattern  book  under  his  arm,  called  m at[one 
of  our  large  carpet  warehouses:  “I  have  come,  sir,  for 
some  orders;  here  is  my  pattern  book— should  be  happy 
to  serve  you.”  The  proprietor,  after  turning  over  the 
leaves,  said  to  the  agent  “Will  you  have  the  goodness 
to  leave  this  book  for  a day  or  two,  and  I will  send  it  to 
your  lodgings?”  “Bless  you,  sir,  I have  no  particular 
lodgings,  I arrived  in  the  Great  Western,  took  with  me 
a valise  and  six  clean  shirts,  only  used  three  on  the 
passage.  I have  run  about  from  store  to  store  until  I 
have  received  orders  for  one  thousand  pieces  of  Brus- 
sels carpeting;  you  are  the  last  person  1 have  called 
upon.  I am  constantly  on  my  feet.  I dine,  when  I 
am  at  leasurr,  at  any  eating  house  that  is  nigh,  and  I 
pay  for  my  lodging  at  night;  so  I have  really  no  settled 
habitation.  1 must  return  in  the  Great  Western  to- 
morrow, as  I shall  have  been  absent  from  home,  when 
I get  back,  full  forty  days.  You  are  the  last  I have 
called  upon,  and  any  orders  you  may  please  to  give  me 
can  be  executed  and  sent  to  you  complete  in  six  weeks 
from  this  per  steam  ship.’’  .Commentary  is  useless. 
This  travelling  agent,  in  24  days  from  the  time  he  left 
home,  received  orders  for  $100,000  of  carpeting. 

N.  Y.  Evening  Star . 

’ Newspaper  borrowing.  There  is  no  class  of  men 
more  imposed  upon,  through  the  thoughtlessness  of  the 
community,  than  the  publishers  of  newspapers.  The 
product  of  their  toil  is  looked  upon  as  common  pro- 
perty. If  one  newspaper  is  paid  for,  all  who  can  ob- 
tain the  privilege  of  reading  it  think  they  have  the  same 
right  to  do  so,  although  they  do  not  contribute  a mite  to 
its  support,  that  they  have  to  walk  upon  the  public  pro- 
menade or  side  way  before  a man’s  door.  This  is  es- 
sentially wrong.  Those  who  do  not  subscribe  and  pay 
fora  paper  have,  in  reality,  no  more  right  to  read  it  and 
enjoy  the  good  if.  brings,  than  they  have  the  right  to 
step  in  a tavern  and  eat  breakfast  or  dine  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  landlord.  [Louisville  Gazette . 

Van  Amhrrgk  and  the  Lions . We  perceive  by  the 
London  Morning  Post  that  Van  Amburgh  and  his 
cage  of  noble  animals  have  created  an  immense  sensa- 
tion in  the  great  metropolis.  We  learn  from  other 
sources  that  they  have  made  an  engagement  at  Ast- 
ley’s  with  Ducrow,  preparatory  to  the  opening  of  Drury 
Lane  and  Covent  Garden  theatres.  It  seems  that  the 
public  and  private  collections  of  animals  in  England 
are  of  a poor  character;  this  American  batch  has  been 
pronounced,  in  point  of  figure,  appearance  and  condi- 
tion, the  finest  ever  introduced.  In  a metropolis  so 
immensely  large  as  London,  and  other  thickly  popula  - 
. ed  cities  in  the  three  kingdoms,  this  rare  exhibition 
must  be  exceedingly  profitable  to  the  proprietors. 

[iV.  Y.  Star. 

Revenue  of  Boston.  The  amount  of  revenue  that  was 
secured  during  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  year  1838, 
was — 

First  quarter,  1837,  $750,451  05 

Second  do  do,  627,844  80 

Third  do  do,  807,566  12 


$2,185,862  87 

First  quarter,  1833,  $480,300  50 

Second  do  do,  465,765  81 

Third  do  do,  estimated  at,  991,486  00 


$1,037,555  43 

Quarantine  at  Malta.  (Official.)  Information  has 
been  received  at  the  department  of  sta'e  from  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  Malta,  under  date  of  the 
16ih  February  last,  that  from  and  after  that  period,  ves- 
sels coming  direct  from  the  United  Siatcs  would  only 
be  subject  to  a quarantine  of  observation  of  twenty- 
four  hours  duration,  instead  of  seven  days.  [Globe. 

Hon.  S.  S.  Prentiss , arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  the 
19th  ult.  A committee  was  appointed  to  tender  him  the 
hospitalities  of  the  city.  He  declined  an  invitation  to 
a public  dinner,  but  at  a private  dinner  party  he 
made  an  address  of  two  hours  in  length,  and  closed 
with  the  following  toast— “Louisiana  and  Mississippi — 
united  in  interest,  may  they  be  united  in  feeling.'’ 

It  is  stated  in  the  New  York  Express  of  Friday  last, 
that  the  king  of  the  French  had  put  forth  an  ordinance 
prohibitinguhe  exportation  of  bread  stuffs  from  France. 
The  Journal  of  Commerce. of  Saturday  says  that  the 
i decree  alluded  to  relates  to  the  borders  of  Spain,  and 
its  design  is  only  to  prevent  the  feeding  of  Don  Carlos. 
The  decree  is  political  entirely,  and  not  founded  on  any 
apprehension  about  the  crops  in  France. 


Trade  of  New  York.  The  New  York  Evening  Post 
says:  As  far  as  the  city  of  New  York  is  concerned,  we 
believe  more  wholesale  business  has  been  done  the 
Jast  four  weeks  than  was  done  the  preceding  twelve 
months.  The  side-walks  seem  to  have  become  the 
private  property  of  the  tenants  of  stores,  as  they  are  so 
crowded  with  boxes  and  bales  as  to  be  rendered  almost 
impassable.  This  state  of  things  has  not  been  known 
these  two  past  years. 


Georgetown  (D.  C.)  Inspection.  The  amount  of  flour 
and  meal  inspected  in  the  town  of  Georgetown  for  the 
quarter  ending  September  29th: 

22,872  bbls.  wheat  flour, 

395  hf.  bbls.  do. 

249  bbls.  rye  flour. 

1,000  do.  corn  meal. 

Of  corn  meal  there  is  no  inspection.  It  is  supposed, 
however,  that  at  least  one  thousand  barrels  have  been 
shipped,  during  the  present  quarter,  to  other  ports. 


Destructive  storm.  A violent  storm  of  rain  and  wind 
was  experienced  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  on  the  29th  ult-, 
which  proved  greatly  destructive  to  property  in  that 
city  and  neighborhood.  It  began  about  2 o’clock,  A. 
M.,  the  rain  falling  in  torrents  till  then  unheard  of,  and 
causing  such  a swell  and  gathering  of  the  waters  as  to 
inundate,  for  a time,  a part  of  the  town.  Bank,  Mar- 
ket and  Old  streets  were  the  most  injured,  the  cellars 
being  generally  filled,  and  fears  were  entertained  that 
some  of  the  houses  would  be  undermined  by  the  flood. 
The  Intelligencer  estimates  the  individual  loss  at 
$5,000;  and  the  damage  to  the  town  property  at  $10,000. 
Among  other  buildings,  the  Baptist  church  is  said  to  be 
considerably  injured,  the  water  having  risen  three  feet 
therein.  Great  injury  has  also  been  done  to  the  ad- 
joining country,  in  the  destruction  of  bridges,  mill- 
dams,  fences,  &c.  The  works  on  the  Raleigh  and 
Gaston  railroad  came  in  for  a good  share  of  damage  to 
its  embankments  and  culverts;  and,  altogether,  the  in- 
jury by  the  storm  has  been  unprecedented  in  that 
quarter. 

Southern  convention  meeting.  From  the  New  Or- 
leans Bidletin.  We  learn  from  the  Natchez  Courier 
that  the  public  meeting  called  in  that  city  on  the  15th 
ult.  for  the  purpose  of  determining  on  the  expediency 
of  sending  delegates  to  the  commercial  convention  to 
be  held  at  Augusta,  in  Georgia,  on  the  3d  October  next, 
did  not  organize.  Very  few  citizens  attended — not 
over  forty — all  of  whom  were  men  of  intelligence  and 
standing,  and  a majority  of  whom  were  opposed  to 
sending  delegates  to  the  Augusta  convention. 

General  Quitman  briefly  addressed  those  who  had 
assembled.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  general’s  ha- 
rangue, the  assembly  dispersed;  so  that  nothing  has 
been  done  at  N atchez  auxiliary  to  the  southern  commer- 
cial convention. 

M.  de  Narischkin  (Demitri)  was  one  day  at  the  Rus- 
sian court,  when  the  conversation  turned  upon  the  war 
which  Russia  had  then  just  declared  against  Turkey. 
The  empress-mother  was  very  animated  on  the  subject; 
but  frequently  interrupted  by  the  noise  of  a door,  which 
creaked  upon  its  hinges;  she  inquired  of  M.  de  N.  what 
it  would  be?  He  immediately  replied,  “C’est  la  Porte, 
qui  demande  des  secours  a la  Grece.’’ 

Naval.  The  Macedonian  is  coming  round  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  is  something  remarkable  that  there 
are  but  two  frigates  in  the  navy  which  any  port  in  the 
gulf  can  admit.  The  American  frigates  of  the  first 
class,  old  as  well  as  new,  draw  too  much  water  to  be 
admitted  into  Pensacola,  and  yet  the  bar  of  that  port 
affords  four  feet  more  water  than  any  along  the  south- 
ern coast,  from  the  capes  of  Virginia  to  the  Sabine, 
with  the  exception  of  Beaufort  s und  and  the  harbor  of 
Key  Wes’.  [New  Orleans  Courier. 

The  French  brig  of  war  Dunois,  one  of  the  Mex- 
ican blockading  squadron,  has  arrived  at  Pensacola 
from  Vera  Cruz.  The  U.  S.  brig  Erie,  lie ut.  command- 
ing Farragat,  was  at  Vera  Cruz  when  the  Dunois  sail- 
ed. She  reports  all  well  on  board  the  Erie. 

Health  of  Charleston.  During  the  week  ending  the 
30th  ult.  there  were  65  deaths, — 49  of  which  were  by 
strangers'  fever. 

Yellow  fever  in  Attalcapas.  The  New  Orleans  Bee  of 
the  25th  ult.  says— “We  have  received  important  intel- 
ligence from  this  county.  The  yellow  fever  which  has 
spared  New  Orleans  has  attacked  numbers  in  the  At- 
takapas.  We  learn  with  great  regret  tnat  several  of 
the  artists  of  the  French  theatre  are  among  its  victims. 
Madame  A.  Armand  and  Mile.  Miehelot  have  suc- 
cumbed. Perrin,  long  and  favorably  known  as  a most 
accomplished  melo  dramatic  actor,  was  extremely  low, 
and  unless  some  fortunate  change  has  taken  place,  is 
now  numbered  with  the  dead.” 

Crops  in  South  Carolina.  The  Charleston  Mercury 
of  the  4th  inst.  says:  “At  a regular  quarterly  meeting 
of  the  St.  Andrew’s  Agricultural  society,  held  on  the 
2d  inst.,  the  committee  of  inspection,  after  diligently 
going  over  and  examining  all  the  crops  of  James’ 
island,  report  as  the  result  of  their  investigation,  that  the 
cotton  crop  in  that  section  of  the  parish,  will  not  ex- 
ceed 65  lbs.  ginned  cotton  per  acre,  less  than  the  half 
of  a fair  average  crop.  Provision  crop  fair,  particularly 
the  early  corn.” 

Old  law  of  courtship.  Oct.  23,  1647.  The  general 
court  enact,  “that  if  any  ydung  man  attempt  to  ad- 
dress a young  woman  without  the  consent  of  her  pa- 
rents or  the  county  court,  he  shall  be  fined  51.  lor  the 
first  offence,  101.  for  the  second,  and  imprisonment  for 
the  third.” 

Punishments.  Sept.  11,  1649.  Matthew  Stanley 
was  tried  for  drawing  the  affections  of  John  Tarbox’s 
daughter,  without  the  consent  of  her  parents. 

“In  the  same  month,  3 married  women  were  find  5s. 
a piece  for  scolding.  Query.  What  would,  or  should 
have  been  the  penalty  for  an  unmarried  woman  for  the 
same-offence?  [Salem  (Mass.)  Register. 

It  is  stated  that  the  joint  ages  of  the  present  cardinals 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  sixty-three  in  number, 
amount  to  3 642  years.  The  eldest  of  these  ecclesias- 
tics is  cardinal  Bussi,  who  is  eighty-three  years  of  age, 
and  the  youngest  cardinal  uella  Genza  Sermattei,  who 
is  only  thirty-seven. 

The  heirs  of  Dubreneil  have  brought  suit  against  the 
corporation  of  New  Orleans  for  a large  portion  of  the 
lower  part  of  that  city.  Within  a short  time  past  a claim- 
ant has  appeared  at  New  Orleans  from  Europe,  who 
claims  property  worth  half  a million. 
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83-Wc  learn  from  the  Globe,  that  on  Tuesday  morn- 
ing last,  Mr.  Anson  Jones  was  presented  by  the  acting 
secretary  of  state  to  the  president,  and  delivered  his 
letters  accrediting  him  as  .minister  plenipotentiary  ol 
the  republic  ol  Texas  near  "the  United  States. 

We  also  learn  from  the  same  source,  that  on  Thurs- 
day morning  last,  the  brigadier  general  Don  Carlos 
Maria  de  Alvear  was  presented  to  the  president  by  the 
same  functionary,  and  delivered  his  credential  letters 
as  minister  plenipotentiary  and  extraordinary  of  the 
Argentine  confederation  near  the  United  Stated. 

93~Mr.  Forsytii,  secretary  of  state,  left  Wash- 
ington on  Sunday  evening  on  a visit  to  the  state  ol 
Georgia;  and  on  the  same  evening  the  secretary  ol  the 
navy  also  left  the  seat  of  government  oil  a brief  visit  to 
New  York. 

Elections.  Pennsylvania.  The  following  is  believed 
to  be  a correct  statement  of  the  majorities  received  by 
Porter  and  Ritner,  the  candidates  lor  governor,  as  far 
as  heard  from.  There  are  yet  twenty  counties  from 
which  returns  have  not  been  received — but  they  will 
not  materially  vary  the  resulft 

Counties.  Muj.  for  Porter.  Maj.  for  Ritner. 

Adams,  — 1773 

Alleghany,  — 

Bedford,  100 

Berks,  3906 

Bradford,  — 

Bucks,  407 

Cambria,  141 

Centre,  1159 

Chester,  — - 

Columbia,  1527 

Cumberland,  430 

Dauphin,  — 

Delaware,  — 

Franklin,  in  part,  265 

Huntingdon,  — 

Juniata,  186 

Lancaster,  _ — 

Lebanon,  — 

Lehigh,  110 

Lycoming,  1129 

Mifflin,  185 

Montgomery,  828 

Northampton,  lt00 

Northumberland,  1119 

Perrj',  1042 

Philadelphia  city, 

Do  county,  about  1300 
Schuylkill,  900 

•Susquehanna,  200 

Somerset,  — 

Union,  — 

Venango,  about  1100 

Westmoreland,  about  2400 
York,  939 

Porter  is,  no  doubt,  elected  by  a large  majority.  In 
the  next  “Resister”  we  will  be  enabled  to  present  the 
official  returns. 

We  have  but  few  returns  from  the  congressional  dis- 
tricts; but  Messrs.  Sergeant  and  Poland  (whigs)  and 
Paynter  (administration)  have  been  elected  by  large 
majorities.  Naylor  (whig)  is  also  elected  by  a large 
majority  over  Ingersoll,  (administration,)  but  in  conse- 
quence of  alleged  fraud  in  the  returns  from  the  North- 
ern Liberties,  the  judges  have  given  the  certificate  to 
Mr.  Ingersoll. 

The  Pennsylvanian  (administration)  of  this  morning, 
gives  the  following  version  of  the  case: 

“Yesterday  the  return  judges  of  the  election  in  Phila- 
delphia county  met  at  the  state  house,  and  organized  by 
appointing  George  W.  Smick  president,  and  John  J. 
McCahen  and  Samuel  S.  Robbins  return  clerks. 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  one  of  the  congressional  candi- 
dates, on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  fellow-citizens,  pro 
tested  against  the  receipt  of  the  whole  of  the  returns 
from  the  incorporated  Northern  Liberties  on  account 
of  alleged  frauds.  After  this,  several  witnesses  were 
examined,  who  gave  such  startling  evidences  of  fraud 
as  induced  the  return  judges,  by  a vote  of  10  to  7,  to 
reject  the  whole  return  from  that  district.  Mr.  Naylor 
appeared  as  counsel  for  himself,  and  the  return  judges 
from  the  disputed  district.  Mr.  Brown,  one  of  the  can- 
didates for  the  state  senate,  also  addressed  the  judges 
against  the  receipt  of  a return  so  manifestly  fraudulent, 
arguing  that  they  had  no  right  either  from  law  or  the 
dictates  of  reason  to  sign  certificates  of  election  which 
must  be  based  on  frauds.  Mr.  Hanna,  one  of  the  whig 
candidates,  replied. 

Under  the  decision  above  mentioned,  Mr.  Ingersoll 
has  the  certificate  of  election  from  three  election  dis- 
tricts. The  Northern  Liberties  being  thrown  out,  he 
thus  has  a majority  of  the  return  judges  of  the  third 
congressional  district,  it  being  composed  of  six  election 
districts. 

The  Philadelphia  National  Gazette,  also  of  tins  morn- 
ing, contains  the  following  statement  per  contra: 

VOL.  V. — Sig.  7. 


We  understand  that.  Mr.  Ingersoll,  the  administra- 
tion candidate  in  the  liiird  congressional  district,  is  con- 
siderably alarmed  about  the  result  ol  the  election,  which 
is  not  yet  reported  officially.  He  protests  against  the 
returns  of  the  Northern  Liberties  and  part  of  Spring 
Garden.  'This  fact  clears  up  all  doubt,  if  there  has  been 
any,  that  Mr.  Naylor  is  elected.  It  seems  that  the  re- 
turns of  two  of  the  wards  have  been  lost;  and  on  this 
ground  Mr.  Ingersoll  contends  that  the  entire  returns 
of  the  Northern  Liberties  must  be  set  aside.  The  ques- 
tion is  now  (two  o’clock)  under  discussion  belorc  the 
judges.  We  give  below  all  that  has  been  received. 
First  congressional  district — OJjicml. 

Paynter.  Sutherland. 

Southwark, 

Moyamensing, 

jPassayunk, 

Kingsessing, 

Blockley, 

West  Philadelphia, 

Roxborough, 

Germantown, 

Bristol, 

West  Penn  Township, 

South  Penn  Township, 


4011 


1400 

676 


ligetit  and  estimable  gentleman  it  has  been  our  good 
fortune  to  meet.  [Ed.  Res. 

Banks,  currency,  &c.  From  the  Nashville  Whig  of 
Oct.  1.  In  bank  notes  the  changes  are  again  for  the 
better.  Mississippi  river  money  has  fallen  to  6 per 
cent,  discount  and  the  selling  premium  on  fund  north 
and  east  to  4a6  per  cent.  The  demand  for  eastern 
checks  is  quite  limited. 

We  quote  brokers  rates  on  premium  funds  as  fol- 
lows: 


1433 

855 

152 

13S. 

207 

122 

406 

366 

127 

282 

117 

3675 


1 146 
494 
49 
44 
193 
84 
279 
445 
130 
44 
86 

2994 


Majority  for  Paynter  631 

Scattering,  5 

When  this  paper  went  to  press,  the  return  judges 
were  Gngaged  in  examining  witnesses  regarding  the  al- 
leged frauds  in  the  Northern  Liberties.” 

Of  the  result  of  the -election  for  the  assembly  we  have 
seen  nothing  definite;  for  the  public  attention  seems  to 
have  been  completely  absorbed  by  the  governor’s  elec- 
tion. Thus  also  in  relation  to  the  vote  on  the  new  con- 
stitution; the  vote,  however,  indicates  that  it  will  be  re- 
jected by  a large^  majority.  Full  returns,  and  all  ne- 
cessary particulars,  in  our  next. 

From  Georgia  we  have  returns  from  seventy  coun- 
ties. Dawson,  at  the  head  of  the  states  right  whig 
ticket  for  congress,  was  about  3,000  votes  ahead  ol 
Campbell,  who  leads  the  administration  ticket.  Twen- 
ty counties  are  yet  to  be  heard  from. 

In  New  Jersey  the  contest  has  been  close — and  it 
is  doubtful  which  party  has  succeeded — for  both  are 
certain  that  they  have  elected  their  ticket  for  congress. 
In  the  legislature,  however,  ii  seems  that  the  whigs- 
have  a majority:  the  question  will  be  settled  on  Tues- 
day next,  on  which  day  the  legislature  meets. 

The  returns  from  Ohio  are  few  and  far  between,  but 
indicate  the  election  of  Mr.  Shannon,  as  governor, mnd 
large  accessions  to  the  number  of  the  friends  of  the 
administration  in  congress  and  in  the  legislature. 

James  D.  Doty  has  been  elected  the  delegate  to  con- 
gress, in  Wisconsin  territory,  by  a small  majority  over 
Mr.  Jones,  the  present  delegate,  and  Mr:  Burnett,  a 
third  candidate.  . 

Peter  H.  Ensley  has  been  elected  the  delegate  in  the 
new  territory  of  Iowa. 

Tennessee.  The  governor  of  Tennessee  has  ap- 
pointed Ephraim  FI.  Foster,  United  States  senator  from 
that  state,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Mr.  Grundy,  re- 
signed. Mr.  Foster  is  the  same  gentleman  whom  the 
last,  legislature  elected  United  States  senator  to  succeed 
Mr.  Grundy  after  the  4th  of  March  next. 

Navy  general  order.  (.Official.)  Navy  department, 
Oct.  1,  1833.  It  having  been  represented  to  this  de- 
partment that  the  regulations  prescribing  the  “uniform 
dress’’  for  officers  of  the  navy  are  not  in  all  cases  con- 
formed to,  it  is  hereby  ordered  that  all  officers  on  ser- 
vice, or  reporting  for  service,  do  wear  the  uniform  dress 
or  undress  to  which  their  rank  entitles  them,  as  estab- 
lished by  the  said  regulations.  .T.  K.  Paulding. 

appointments  by  the  ^president. 

Henry  W.  McCorry,  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  new  judicial  district  in  West  Tennessee,  in  place 
of  .To?.  IT.  Talbot,  resigned. 

William  M.  Anderson,  of  Chilicothe,  to  be  ‘surveyor 
for  the  Virginia  military  district  within  the  state  ol  Ohio,” 
in  the  place  of  Allen  Latham,  resigned. 

The  commandeur  De  Figanieke  e Mokao.  It  will 
be  highly  gratifying  to  the  numerous  friends  ot  the  cont- 
mandeur  De  Figaniere  e Morao,  late  charge  d aflairs 
of  Portugal  in  the  United  States,  and  who  sailed  from 
New  York  to  England  in  June  last,  to  learn  that  on  his 
arrival  in  his  country,  he  was  appointed  by  his  govern- 
ment minister  to  the  Brazillian  court.  Whilst  we  are 
pleased  at  the  promotion  of  the  gentleman  above  nam- 
ed, we  must  be  permitted  to  express  our  regret  - for  the 
loss  of  his  society  among  a large  circle  of  acquaintances 
by  whom  he  was  loved  and  respected.  [Balt.  American. 

We  participate  in  the  regret  of  the  “American;”  for 
we  too  have  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  the  society  of  the 
commandeur,  and  regard  him  as  one  of  the  mostintel- 


Gold, 

Silver, 

Treas  notes, 

U.  S.  notes, 

Checks  on  east. 
Kentucky, 

Indiana, 

New  Orleans, 

Ohio  and  Indiana  banks 


Buying. 

4 a 5 
4 a 1 1-2 
4 a 4 1-2 
4 

4 a 4 1-2 
3 a 3 1-2 
3 a 3 1-2 


Selling. 
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6 
6 
6 
5 

4 1-2  a 5 
4 1-2  a 5 
2 

The  notes  of  the  following 


banks  are  not  received  on  deposite  in  Cincinnati.  They 
are.  bought  by  the  brokers  in  that  city  at  a discount  of 
1 1-2  per  cent. 

Ohio.  Bank  of  Norwalk,  bank  of  Sandusky,  bank 
of  Geaugua,  bank  of  Wooster,  bank  of  Massillon, 
bank  of  Cleveland,  Commercial  bank  of  Lake  Erie. 

Indiana.  Branches  of  state  banks  at  Evansville, 
Vincennes,  Fort  Wayne,  Bedford,  Lafayette,  Terra- 
Haute. 

Mobile  lanlts  and  business.  A letter  from  Mobile, 
Sept.  28,  says: — 

“Our  banks  in  this  city,  including  the  branch  of  the 
state  bank,  have  resolved  to  redeem  all  their  notes  of  a 
less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  on  and  after  the 
1st  of  October  next,  and  from  and  after  the  1st  No- 
vember next,  they  will  in  like  manner  redeem  their  five 
dollar  notes.”  “This  is  a commencement  towards  re- 
sumption, and  will,  we  think,  be  followed  by  the  interior 
banks.  Indeed  the  people  here  are  sanguine  that  the 
city  banks  will  resume,  on  all  their  paper,  on  or  before 
the  1st  of  January  next, — in  the  mean  time,  exchange 
on  the  north  is  unsaleable.  The  state  bank  and  its 
branches,  it  is  said,  are  to  have  a meeting  on  the  1st 
October,  and  if  the  Tuscaloosa  bank  can  be  made 
to  give  up  her  absurd  plan  of  advancing  on  cotton,  and 
.Route  into  the  measures  of  resumption,  but  little  notice 
will  be  taken  of  the  two  banks  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  state.  We  think  every  thing  looks  fair  for  resump- 
tion, and  on  Monday  next  we  shall  get  clear  of  shin- 
plasters.” 

It  is  stated  in  the  New  York  Courier,  on  the  authori- 
ty of  letters  front  the  south,  that  the  recent  convention 
of  the  Alabama  banks  had  dissolved  without  fixing  a 
day  for  resumption.  'Two  of  the  Mobile  banks  were 
in  favor  of  fixing  the  first  day  of  January,  but  they 
found  no  support  in  the  convention. 

Resumption  of  specie  payments-  The  banks  in  this 
city  yesterday  (says  the  Savannah  Georgian,  of  the  2d 
inst.)  resumed  specie  payments.  Every  thing  has  pass- 
ed off  quietly.  So  far  from  runs  being  made  on  the 
banks,  deposites  of  specie  have  been  made — a fact  il- 
lustrative of  the  abundance  of  the  precious  article,  and 
the  confidence  of  the  people  and  the  banks. 

The  banks  in  Athens,  Georgia,  resumed  specie  pay- 
ments on  the  5th  inst.  The  Athens  Banner  adds,  that 
“most  of  the  banks  in  the  state  have  already  resumed, 
and  the  remainder  are  expected  to  commence  specie 
payments  on  the  1st  October.  One  of  the  effects  al- 
ready is,  as  we  have  all  along  predicted  it  would  be, 
to  reduce  the  rate  of  our  domestic  exchanges.  Drafts 
on  the  north  can  now  be  obtained  in  Augusta,  for  city 
bills,  at  a premium  of  2 1-2  per  cent.,  a rate  not  unusual 
during  the.palmy  days  of  the  United  States  bank. 

From  the  New  York  Courier  of  the  10 th  inst.  The 
high  rates  of  foreign  exchange  oontinue  to  induce  ship- 
ments of  specie,  about  8175,000  having  gone  forward 
by  the  George  Washington,  which  sailed  yesterday  for 
Liverpool,  and  $200,000  by  the  Emerald,  for  Havre. 
The  Wellington,  which  leaves  this  morning,  for  Lon- 
don, will  also  take  out  a further  amount. 

The  “ Natchez  Courier ” says:  The  Union  Bank 

bonds  for  five  millions,  which  were  purchased  of  the 
commissioners  by  the  United  States  Bank,  are  to  be 
paid  for,  we  understand,  in  the  following  manner,  viz. 

$1,000,000  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia,  in  cash 
down. 

$500,000  in  Louisville,  60  days  after  1st  of  Novem- 
ber. 

$500,000  in  New  Orleans,  same  time.  _ 

$1,500,000  in  Natchez,  in  Mississippi  currency,  in 
December. 

$1,500,000  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia,  60  days 
after  1st  of  January. 

The  Grand  Gulf  (Miss.)  Whig  of  the  7th  ult.  says: 
A note  for  $500  of  the  United  States  bank  was  sold 
here,  a dav  or  two  since,'  for  nine  hundred  and  seventy 
dollars  in  Brandon  bank  paper. 
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Texas.  Houston  papers  to  the  22d  ultimo  have  been 
received  by  the  editor  of  the  New  Orleans  Bee.  The 
official  returns  of  die  election  for  president  and  vice 
president  of  Texas  show  that  general  Lamar  has  been 
chosen  president  almost  unanimously,  and  that  Burnett 
is  the  successful  candidate  for  the  vice  presidency. 

The  Houston  Banner  of  the  21st  states  that  a most 
decided  feeling  of  hostility  towards  the  government 
and  people  manifests  itself  among  the  Indian  tribes  on 
the  western  and  northwestern  frontier.  Captain  Love, 
who,  together  with  some  lifteen  others,  left  San  Anto- 
nio, a tew  months  since,  for  the  purpose  of  trading 
with  the  Camanches,  and  for  whose  safety  fears  had 
been  entertained,  has  fallen  a victim  to  the  bad  faith  of 
those  among  whom  he  had  gone,  with  a view  to  traffic. 
The  scalps  and  clothes  of  the  party  were  carried  into 
Precedo  by  certain  Carnanche  Indians,  as  evidence  of 
the  zeal  and  fidelity  with  which  they  were  prepared  to 
execute  their  bond  of  blood  to  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment. The  Lipans  are  said  to  be  now  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  holding  direct  intercourse  with  Mexico,  of  a 
nature  similar  to  that  which,  it  is  believed,  her  secret 
emissaries  and  agents  have  for  some  time  past  been 
keeping  up  with  the  tribes  along  the  whole  extent  of 
the  Indian  border.  Serious  commotions  from  the 
treachery  of  these  savages  are  looked  for.  [Balt.  Am. 

The  border  Indians.  According  to  the  St.  Louis 
Bulletin  of  the  26th  ult.,  a very  intelligent  and  observ- 
ant gentleman  who  had  just  visited  several  tribes  of  In- 
dians, expresses  the  opinion  that  general  Gaines  and 
others  have  misapprehended  the  intention  of  the  Che- 
rokees  in  inviting  the  various  tribes  to  attend  their  grand 
council.  He  states  that  they  are  by  no  means  anxious 
to  have  collision  with  the  whites,  and  that  he  thinks 
their  main  object  was  to  induce  all  the  tribes  near  out- 
borders  to  move  beyond  the  reach  of  our  people.  They 
are  of  opinion  that  their  proximity  to  the  states  has  a 
most  injurious  effect  upon  them;  that  it  breaks  the  spi- 
rit of  the  warrior,  brings  upon  them  intemperance,  and 
for  these  reasons  they  are  said  to  have  some  idea  of  re 
moving  to  places  beyond  our  reach.  They  have  found 
out  that  they  cannot  contend  against  the  Americans; 
and  they  say  if  they  are  to  be  engaged  in  wars,  they 
would  rather  contend  against  men  whose  customs  and 
manners  are  similar  to  their  own.  If  the  Cherokees 
resolve  to  remove,  he  thinks  it  probable  they  will  be 
joined  by  the  Kansas  and  other  nations,  who  will  make 
some  league  of  mutual  protection  and  defence  against 
any  new  enemies  that  they  may  encounter.  If  these 
really  be  their  objects,  no  one  would  regret  it;  and  the 
good  wishes  of  all  would  attend  them  in  their  journey- 
mgs  to  the  southwest. 

LATE  FROM  ENGLAND. 

The  steam  ship  Royal  William  arrived  at  New 
York  at  noon  on  Wednesday,  in  19^  days  from  Li- 
verpool. She  sailed  from  Liverpool  on  the  20th 
September,  to  which  date  inclusive  she  brings  pa- 
pers of  that  city,  and  London  of  the  13th. 

From  the  papers  before  us,  and  mainly  from  the 
Commercial  Advertiser,  we  extract  the  intelligence 
which  follows.  On  the  subject  of  the  British  crops 
and  grain  markets  our  extracts  are  full.  The  wea- 
ther had  been  favorable  in  the  main  for  the  harvest, 
but  in  consequence  of  previous  high  averages,  the 
duty  on  wheat  was  reduced  to  the  lowest  rate,  and 
the  whole  stock  in  bond  would  be  taken  in  for  con- 
sumption. 

The  sales  of  cotton  at  Liverpool  for  the  week 
ending  Sept.  14,  were  22,200  bales;  the  market 
spiritless,  though  the  holders  had  not  allowed  prices 
to  decline.  The  same  condition  of  the  market  con- 
tinued until  the  20th. 

The  Royal  William  has  over  sixty  passengers. — 
She  was  short  of  water  and  fuel.  For  some  time 
before  she  came  in  she  had  to  burn  every  spare  ar- 
ticle that  could  be  found — spars,  casks,  planks, 
&c.  &c. 

The  steam  packet  Liverpool  will  positively  leave 
Liverpool  on  the  20th  Inst. 

The  London  Spectator  of  Sept.  15,  says,  “scarcity 
of  food  is  now  experienced  by  the  bulk  ofthe  Eng- 
lish people.  Yesterday,  the  average  price  having 
reached  73s.  and  a fraction,  foreign  corn  was  offered 
as  duty  free,  the  duty  paid  being  only  a shilling  a 
quarter.  It  is  stated  that  upwards  of  a million  of 
quarters  of  continental  wheat,  in  addition  lo  the 
previous  stock,  have  arrived  in  London  within 
th  se  few'  days.” 

Yet  it  appears  from  the  Mark  Lane  report  of  the 
Courier,  that  there  had  been  a good  demand  for  all 
descriptions,  and  one  shilling  per  quarter  advance 
had  been  obtained  on  the  rates  of  Monday,  the  10th. 

The  Manchester  Guardian  of  the  19th  Septem- 
ber, has  the  following: 

Release  of  bonded  grain  at  Liverpool.  On  the 
first  day  of  the  duty  at  Is.  per  quarter,  coming  into 
operation  at  Liverpool,  this  rate  of  duty  was  paid 
at  that  port  on  no  less  than  64,383  quarters  of  wheat, 
and  on  32,903  barrels  of  flour. 

BRITISH  CROPS  AND  GRAIN  MARKET. 

A circular  from  Messrs.  James  Scott  & Son, 
dated  Liverpool,  Sept.  18,  runs  thus: 

Corn  market.  During  the  whole  of  the  past 
week  there  has  been  no  rain,  and  the  weather. 


though  sometimes  too  cold  and  deficient  of  sun- 
shine for  unripe  grain,  has  been  on  the  whole  very 
favorable  for  the  operations  of  harvest,  now  in  ac- 
tive progress  generally  thougbout  this  district; 
which,  and  the  release  of  all  bonded  wheat  and 
flour  on  Friday,  (as  stated  below,)  wre  had  at  this 
day’s  market  here,  and  since  In  Manchester,  a fair 
domand  for  the  finer  qualities  of  British  and  foreign 
wheat,  at  fully  the  prices  of  Tuesday  last,  and  in 
some  instances  at  an  increase  of  2d.  to  3d.  per 
70lb.;  of  wheat  liltle  is  as  yet  secured,  and  there 
may  be  about  one -third  cut  in  stocks,  and  from  the 
more  particular  investigations  of  many  intelligent 
practical  farmers,  tile  previous  reports  of  a serious 
deficiency  in  quantity  and  quality  are  confirmed. — 
The  imports  of  the  past  week  have  been  very  trivial, 
and  those  of  wheat  coastwise  have  again  been 
chiefly  foreign  in  bond  from  London. 

At  this  day’s  market  there  was  a good  attendance 
of  millers  and  dealers,  who  bought  to  a moderate 
extent,  and  some  sales  were  also  made  to  specula- 
tors of  the  finer  qualities  of  British  and  foreign 
wheat  at  fully  ihe  advance  above  noted  on  last 
Tuesday’s  prices-,  and  for  all  other  articles  in  the 
trade  there  was  a limited  demand,  at  a small  im- 
provement on  prices,  but  not  sufficient  to  alter  the 
general  quotations. 

London,  Sept.  19.  The  w'eather  during  the  past 
week  has  been  exceedingly  favorable  for  the  opera- 
tions of  harvest,  cool  breezes  having  generally  pre- 
vailed during  the  day,  and  the  nights  having  been 
clear  with  a tendency  to  frost.  But  little  progress 
has  been  made  with  the  harvest  in  this  district,  but 
further  north,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tweed  and  in 
the  Lothians,  reaping  lias  become  general.  The 
crops  have  not  suffered  greatly  from  the  late  heavy 
rains.  Wheat  on  favorable  soils,  stands  well  upon 
the  ground,  and  promises  io  be  a fair  crop.  We 
have  had  an  opportunity  ot  examining  a sample  of 
new  wheat  on  the  coast  of  Northumberland.  The 
grain  looks  exceedingly  well — full,  round,  and  good 
weight.  Indeed,  it  is  allowed  to  be  as  good  as  any 
of  former  years. — Newcastle  Journal  of  Saturday. 

The  weather  during  the  week  has  been  remarka- 
bly fine  and  dry,  and  the  operations  of  the  harvest 
have  proceeded  uninterruptedly.  The  greater  por- 
tion oi  tlie  wheat  harvest  has  been  already  gathered, 
and  report  speaks  very  favorably  of  the  yield,  both 
as  to  quantity  and  quality. — Leed  Intelligencer. 

Since  our  last  the  weather  lias  been  favorable, 
and  harvest  labors  are  going  on  well.  The  averages 
for  reapers,  hired  in  Carlisle,  are  from  16d  to  lSd 
a day  without  meat. — Carlisle  Patriot. 

Having  had  delightful  weather  for  the  last  ten 
days,  the  wheat  market  in  Somersetshire  is  well 
nigh  in.  The  crops  are  good,  and  are  more  in 
quantity  than  was  anticipated.  The  light  soils  are 
not  so  abundant,  but  we  believe  in  the  Bridgewater 
district  tlie  crop  will  prove  an  average  one. — ■ Bris- 
tol Mirror. 

The  harvest  commenced  last  week,  and  has  now 
become  general  in  this  neighborhood,  and  there  is 
every  appearance  of  a fair  average  crop. — Doncas- 
ter Chronicle. 

Tiie  weather  since  Sunday  last  has  been  delight- 
fully fine,  and  the  consequence  has  been  a considera- 
ble progress  in  the  labors  of  the  harvest.  The  corn 
not  yet  cut  down  is  rapidly  advancing  to  maturity, 
and  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  t hat  the  most 
backward  will  soon  be  ready  for  the  sickle.  In  tlie 
southern  counties,  a very  large  proportion  of  the 
crops  is  secured  in  good  condition,  and  the  fears 
which  were  entertained  a few  weeks  ago  of  a 
scarcity  have  given  way  to  the  cheering  expecta- 
tion of  abundance.- — Manchester  Courier. 

For  the  last  da)'  or  two  the  weather  has  been  ra- 
ther unsettled;  and  the  reaping  was  stopped  on 
Wednesday  afternoon  by  several  heavy  showers. — 
Yesterday,  however,  was  fair  and  mild,  though 
cloudy;  and  the  harvest  operations  were  recom- 
menced.— Edinburgh  Advertiser. 

Yesterday  a lowering  sky  and  westerly  wind 
gave  strong  indications  of  an  unfavorable  change 
in  the  weather:  a glorious  sunshine  has,  however, 
this  morning  dispelled  all  gloom;  and  it  is  now  con- 
sidered that  a single  week’s  continuance  of  the 
present  fine  weather  would  put  to  rest  all  doubts  as 
to  the  safe  housing  of  tlie  crops  throughout  Ihe 
country — Dublin  Evening  Mail. 

The  weather  could  scarcely  be  more  propitious 
for  harvest  work  than  it  is  at  present.  There  were, 
to  be  sure,  some  slight  showers  of  rain  yesterday 
morning,  but  it  cleared  up  about  1 o’clock,  and  we 
have  since  been  visited  with  what  may  be  called 
close  ripening  weather.  If  it  continues  fine  ano- 
ther week  will  leave  very  little  corn  outstanding. 
The  provincial  papers  report  favorably  in  almost 
every  instance. — Limerick  Standard. 

London,  Sept.  19. — Bonded  V/heat. — The  whole 
of  the  wheat  in  bond,  amounting  to  one  million  of 


quarters,  was  liberated  on  Thursday  last  on  the 
payment  of  Is  per  quarter  duty  to  the  queen.  It 
was  fully  expected  that  a very  material  decline  in 
the  price  of  that  grain  would  follow  when  this  vast 
supply  entered  the  market.  Quite  the  contrary  ef- 
fect has  been  produced,  ior  wheat  has  actually  ad- 
vanced in  value  in  the  face  of  this  enormous  sup- 
ply! How  is  this? 

It  is  rumored  in  Mark-lane  that  the  principal 
holders  of  foreign  wheat  have  held  a private-meet- 
ing, at  which  they  one  and  all  agreed  to  withhold 
their  grain  from  market  at  present-,  with  the  view  of 
forcing  up  tlie  price.  It  is  certain  that  the  display 
of  samples  of  the  bonded  was  very  much  reduced 
on  Monday,  and  the  factors  boldly  demand  higher 
rates,  which  they  eventually  obtained  of  the  mil- 
lers to  the  tune  of  2s.  to  3s.  per  quarter. 

LIVERPOOL  CORN  EXCHANGE. 

Tuesday,  Sept.  IS. — The  imports  of  British  corn 
are  still  light,  and  we  have  not  yet  had  any  delive- 
ries of  English  new  wheat.  A few  small  parcels 
of  Irish  new  wheat  and  oats  have  appeared — the 
quality  of  the  former  inferior  and  very  damp — the 
oats  good.  Tlie  arrivals  of  foreign  wheat  are  again 
largp;  all  of  which,  as  well  as  the  previous  stocks 
in  bond,  consisting  of  about  160,000  quarters  of 
wheat,  and  62,000  barrels  of  flour,  may  now  be 
considered  as  free.  The  wheat  trade  since  this  day 
week  has  assumed  a decidedly  better  tone;  we  have 
had  numerous  buyers  from  tlie  surrounding  districts, 
as  well  as  purchasers  for  shipment  coastwise;  the 
local  millers  have  also  taken  some  quantity  of  the 
released  foreign  wheat  at  rather  higher  rates  than 
could  be  obtained  last  Tuesday;  the  demand  has, 
however,  been  freely  met. 

Good  parcels  of  Danziz  and  other  mixed  wheat 
have  brought  from  9s.  9d.  to  10s.  6d . ; Baltic,  red, 
9s.  to  9s.  9ci .;  a little  of  superior  quality,  10s.; 
Odessa — hard  and  soft — 8s.  6d.  to  9s.  Irish  old 
red  is  still  worth  8s.  9d.  to  9s.  3d.;  and  new,  from 
8s.  6d.  to  9s.  6d.  per  70  lbs.  Flour  has  also  sold 
more  freely,  at  48  to  54s.  per  280  lbs.  Several 
sales  made  in  barrel  flour,  at  33s.  to  38s.  per  bar- 
rel for  Baltic  sweet,  at  32s.  to  36s.  for  United  States 
sour.  Good  mealingoats  have  met  rather  more  in- 
quiry; tlie  best  Irish  old  are  held  at  3s.  Id.  to  4s. 
4d.;  inferior  at  2s.  lid.  to  Ss. 

A cargo  or  two  of  new  have  sold  at  3s.  to  3s.  2d. 
per  45  lbs.  Oatmeal  must  also  be  noted  dearer; 
26s.  to  27s.  has  been  paid  for  the  best  old,  and  28s. 
to  29s.  per  240  lbs.  for  new.  Tlie  market  is  almost 
void  of  barley.  The  only  new  that  has  yet  appear- 
ed is  Irish  here,  which  has  latterly  sold  at  3s.  6d. 
to  3s.  8d.  per  60  lbs.  At  this  morning’s  market  a 
large  business  was  transacted  in  wheat,  Ihe  better 
qualities  of  foreign  red  realising  about  2d.  per 
bushel  above  the  rates  of  last  Tuesday.  Flour  was 
Is.  per  sack,  and  oatmeal  fully  as  much  per  load 
dearer.  Scarcely  any  new  oats  at  market;  they 
would  rather  have  exceeded  the  notations  of  this 
day  week.  Prices  of  old  oats  are  varied. 

THE  BRITISH  CORN  TRADE. 

From  the  Mark  Lane  ( London ) Express  of  Sept  18. 

Since  our  last  we  have  had  uninterrupted  fine 
weather;  and  the  harvesting  oi  wheat,  barley  and 
oats,  has  nearly  been  brought  to  a close  in  all  the 
southern  counties  of  England,  and  a considerable 
breadth  of  brans  and  peas  has  also  been  secured. 
Tn  the  northern  counties  a large  portion  of  grain 
lias  been  cut,  and  a good  deal  carried;  much,  how- 
ever, still  remains  out,  and  in  some  oi  the  less  fa- 
vored districts  it  will  require  another  week  oi  fine 
weather  before  the  sickle  can  be  actively  employed. 

The  damage  done  to  the  grain  crops  in  tlie  north 
by  tlie  heavy  rains  of  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
se’night  is  stated  to  be  serious,  large  breadths  having 
been  so  badly  laid,  that  but  slight  hopes  are  enter- 
tained ofthe  corn  being  harvested  in  even  tolerable 
condition:  these  complaints  are,  however,  only  par- 
tial, and  we  still  hope  that  the  result  will  not  prove 
so  unfavorable  as  is  anticipated. 

It  is  yet  much  loo  early  to  form  any  thing  like  an 
accurate  estimate  of  the  yield,  even  in  those  coun- 
ties where  tlie  harvest  is  concluded;  complaints  oi 
the  wheat  not  thrashing  out  so  well  as  vvas  ey-* 
pectcd  are,  however,  already  beginning  to  be  pret- 
ty general,  and  we  are  afraid  that  the  ciop  ol  this 
grain  will  turn  out  decidedly  below  an  average; 
much  still  depends  on  the  weather,  as  scarcely  one 
half  of  what  is  grown  north  of  the  Humber  is  yet 
secured. 

It  appears,  however,  pretty  certain  that  prices  of 
wheat  have  for  tlie'  present  readied  the  lowest 
point;  and  from  the  firm  tone  oi  most  of  the  coun- 
try markets,  an  advance  may  be  looked  for;  in  iact 
on  the  east  coast  prices  have  already  improved  Irom 
Is  to  2s  per  quarter  from  tlie  lowest  range.  In  tlie 
middle  counties  tlie  value  of  this  article  has  also 
an  upward  tendency,  and  at  Liverpool  on  Friday, 
an  advance  of  about  4d  per  70  lbs.  took  place. 
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Our  letters  from  Scotland  are  filled  with  dismal 
accounts  of  the  damage  done  by  the  wet  and 
stormy  weather  lately  experienced  there;  the  rain 
had  been  so  heavy  that  many  of  the  smaller  rivers 
had  overflown  their  banks,  and  much  mischief  had 
consequently  ensued;  a great  portion  of  the  heavier 
crops  was  also  beaten  down,  and  our  correspon- 
dent from  Aberdeen  states  that  the  oat  crop  in  that 
neighborhood  will  not  be  fit  to  cut  till  the  begin- 
ning of  October,  even  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
country,  and  in  less  favored  situations,  the  fields 
will  scarcely  be  cleared  before  the  commencement 
of  November. 

The  storm  had,  however,  been  succeeded  by  fine 
weather,  and  the  barley  harvest  had  been  partially 
begun.  At  Edinburg  on  Wednesday  there  was 
very  little  grain  of  any  description  offering,  and  a 
moderate  business  was  done  at  the  prices  of  the 
previous  week.  At  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  and  Banff, 
the  value  of  all  kinds  of  corn  was  also  firmly  sup- 
ported. 

The  tempestuous  weather  which  visited  England 
and  Scotland  from  the  6th  to  the  10th  inst.  was  ex- 
perienced about  the  same  time  in  Ireland;  the  rain 
was  heaviest  dn  the  north  and  northwest  of  the 
island,  where  harvest  operations  were  thereby  for 
a time  suspended;  since  then,  however,  the  tem- 
perature has  been  mild  and  genial,  and  the  weather 
dry;  it  is  therefore,  hoped  that  the  grain  which  was 
laid  by  the  rain  will  be  enabled  to  recover  its  erect 
position,  and  that  neither  the  quality  nor  yield  will 
sutler  materially. 

At  Belfast,  Londonderry,  and  Newry,  very  little 
new  corn  had  made  its  appearance;  but  in  the 
southern  markets  a good  supply  of  both  wheat  and 
oats  of  this  year ’s  growth  had  been  brought  for- 
ward by  the  farmers.  At  Dublin  on  Tuesday  up- 
wards of  1,000  barrels  of  new  wheat  were  offered, 
and  it  was  calculated  that  the  bulk  of  the  crops 
south  of  that  town  were  secured. 

Marie  Lane,  Monday,  September  17.  The  letters 
received  this  morning  state  the  price  of  wheat  had 
advanced  in  all  the  country  markets,  owing  to  the 
increasing  opinion  that  the  yield  will  be  below 
what  was  expected. 

The  weather  still  continues  extremely  fine,  which 
must  be  of  essential  service  to  the  crops  in  the 
north,  where  warm  sunshine  is  very  much  wanted 
to  bring  the  grain  to  maturity.  In  the  south  the 
crops  are  nearly  all  secured. 

At  this  morning’s  market  W'e  had  a tolerably  good 
supply  of  wheat  from  Essex;  but  very  little  from 
Kent,  and  none  from  Suffolk.  The  new  wheat,  of 
which  the  bulk  of  the  arrivals  consisted,  was  in 
dry  condition,  and  generally  of  fine  quality;  and 
having  a good  many  buyers  from  the  country, 
nearly  the  whole  offering  was  cleared  off  at  an  ad- 
vance on  last  Monday’s  rates  of  from  Is  to  2s  per 
quarter. 

Of  foreign  wheat  we  had  a liberalshow  of  sam- 
ples and  some  quantity'  was  disposed  of  at  the  same 
improvement  as  took  place  in  tire  value  of  English. 
The  town  millers  showed  less  anxiety  to  sell  their 
flour,  and  prices  were  firmer  than  last  week.  Ship 
qualities  were  held  at  a slight  advance,  which  was 
in  some  instances  obtained. 

From  the  Manchester  Georgian,  of  Sept.  19. 

State  of  trade. — The  yarn  market  continues  in 
the  depressed  state  in  which  it  lias  been  for  several 
days  past,  and  some  descriptions  are  rather  easier 
to  buy  than  on  this  day  week.  The  demand  for 
goods,  though  not  quite  so  brisk  as  during  the 
greater  part  of  last  week,  continues  to  be  good,  and 
fair  prices  are  obtained. 

LIVERPOOL  COTTON  MARKET,  SEPT.  19. 

The  sales  on  Thursday,  3,000  bags;  Friday, 
3,500;  Saturday,  3,000;  Monday,  4,000;  Tuesday, 
2,000;  and  to-day,  3,000.  The  demand  since  last 
week  has  been  only  moderate;  cotton  is  offered  in 
abundance;  and  prices  are  supported  in  a remark- 
able manner,  holders  not  submitting  to  any  decline. 
The  week’s  import  amounts  to  29,326  bags. 

F rices. — Sea  Island  Is  4d  a 3s;  stained,  5d  a Is  2d; 
bowed  Georgia,  5jd  a 8d;  Mobile,  5d  a S-^d; 
Tennessee,  5d  a 6Jd;  New  Orleans,  5d  a 9d. 

London  corn  exchange.  Sept.  19. — The  weather 
has  turned  wet  to-day,  with  the  appearance  oi  con- 
tinuing so,  as  the  barometer  has  been  falling  for 
sorneda_ys.  The  wind  in  strong  east. 

The  arrivals  are  trifling,  with  the  exception  of 
foreign  wheat.  The  duty  is  expected  to  rise  to 
2s  2d  to-morrow,  and  none  can  be  entered  after  2 
o’clock  to-day  at  the  present  duty. 

The  bad  condition  of  the  greater  part  of  the  new 
wheat,  a great  deal  of  which  has  been  (as  we  no- 
ticed some  weeks  back)  hurried  from  the  field 
without  being  sufficiently  dried,  has,  with  the  pre- 
valent opinion  of  the  shortness  of  the  crop,  operated 
on  our  markets.  Wheat  is  Is  to  2s  dearer  than  on 
Monday,  although  there  is  a very  great  show  of 
samples. 


London,  Monday,  Sept.  17. 

Corn  exchange. — The  supply  of  wtieat  by  land 
samples  this  morning  was  very  indifferent,  and 
having  a good  demand,  prices  advanced  iully  2s 
per  quarter  for  new  of  all  descriptions,  and  every 
thing  was  cleared  off.  There  is  a very  large  arri- 
val of  foreign  since  the  return  was  published,  which 
met  with  a tolerable  free  sale,  at  an  advance. 

Liverpool  corn  exchange,  Sept.  19. — There  are 
again  small  fresh  supplies  of  English  corn  and  flour, 
and  a considerable  quantity  of  foreign  wheat. 
There  have  been  scarcely'  any  samples  of  English 
wheat  at  market  to-day,  and  its  value  can  scarcely 
be  reported.  In  foreign  wheat  there  have  been 
some  transactions  at  Monday’s  prices.  Barley  and 
beans  support  last  currency.  Oats  maintain  their 
value,  with  a slow  sale.  In  the  flour  trade  sales 
have  been  effected  to  a limited  extent,  at  previous 
rates. 

Liverpool  grain  market — corn  exchange,  Sept.  18. 
Since  Tuesday,  the  11th  instant,  there  have  been 
further  large  arrivals  of  foreign  wheat,  direct  from 
abroad  and  from  London,  but  the  fresh  supplies 
of  other  articles  for  the  corn  trade  have  been  light. 
The  weather  has  been  uninterruptedly  fine. 

The  duties  having  declined  to  Is  per  quarter  on 
foreign  wheat,  and  to  7jd  per  barrel  on  foreign 
flour,  the  whole  stock  of  both  articles  will  be  re- 
leased for  home  consumption,  consisting  of  180,000 
quarters  wheat,  and  66,000  bbls.  flour.  Of  the  lat- 
ter 50,000  are  American  and  sour,  having  been 
several  years  in  store  here. 

In  this  district  the  reports  of  new  wheats  are  in- 
different, both  as  to  quantity  and  quality',  and  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  week  there  has  been  an 
increasing  demand  for  all  kinds  of  this  grain,  but 
more  especially  for  free  foreign.  Large  purchases 
have  been  made  by  town  and  country  dealers,  and 
several  cargoes  have  been  taken  by  speculators,  and 
for  shipment  to  the  north  of  Ireland.  Prices  of 
wheat  generally  have  advanced  Id  to  2d  on  last 
Tuesday’s  rates. 

The  United  States  sour  flour  has  been  offering  at 
32s  up  to  35s,  as  in  quality,  but  only  a few  retail 
parcels  have  been  disposed  of. 

The  English  papers  are  filled  with  the  detail  of 
the  coronation  of  the  emperor  of  Austria  at  Milan, 
and  the  festivities  consequent  upon  this  event. — 
The  ceremony  itself  is  described  as  flat  and  stu- 
pid. 

The  emperor  of  Austria  has  signalized  his  coro- 
nation by  an  act  of  amnesty  for  political  offences. 

The  affairs  of  Spain  are  sadly  deranged. 

The  Spanish  cabinet  has  fallen  to  pieces.  A new 
ministry  was  formed  under  the  duke  de  Frias. 

The  dutchess  of  Orleans  and  her  infant  are 
th  riving. 

The  atfair  of  Louis  Bonaparte  has  not  been  con- 
cluded. 

Intelligence  was  received  in  London  on  the  19th 
that  Espartero  had  retreated  from  before  Estella, 
and  that  the  Carlists  were  preparing  to  invest  Bil- 
boa. 

The  steamer  Farfeashire,  from  Hull  to  Dundee 
was  lost  in  a gale,  on  the  Feme  islands;  all  of  the 
passengers,  twenty-five  in  number,  perished,  save 
one,  and  the  captain  and  ten  of  the  crew  were  also 
drowned.  Many  of  the  passengers  were  ladies. 

The  London  and  Birmingham  rail-way  is  finally 
completed.  The  distance  was  run  in  four  hours 
and  a quarter. 

Letters  in  some  of  the  French  papers  say  that 
the  Swiss  cantons  are  making  military  preparations 
to  resist  the  demand  of  France  for  the  expulsion  of 
Louis  Bonaparte — or  rather,  the  consequences  of 
refusal. 

Letters  from  Egypt  say  that  the  long  warfare  be- 
tween the  Pacha  and  the  rebellious  Druses  in  Sy- 
ria has  been  terminated  by  arrangement,  the  Druse3 
submitting  and  giving  hostages.  They  state  also 
that  the  Pacha  has  consented  to  pay  the  arrears  of 
tribute  to  the  sultan. 

A new  treaty  of  commerce  has  been  negociated 
between  Great  Britain  and  Turkey. 

The  Hollando-Belgic  question  appears  to  remain 
in  statu  quo. 

General  Adye,  of  the  royal  artillery,  died  sud- 
denly at  Woolwick  on  the  13th  of  September. 

A report  has  been  circulated  that  a conspiracy 
had  been  discovered  at  Milan,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  blow  up  the  cathedral  of  Milan  during  the 
coronation  of  the  emperor.  It  is  said  that  the  vault 
of  the  tomb  of  St.  Boromaeus  under  the  dome  was 
found  to  be  full  of  gunpowder. 

The  emperor  of  Austria  has,  on  his  accession  as 
king  of  Lombardy,  issued  an  amnesty  to  all  indi- 
viduals belonging  to  the  Lombardo-Venetian  do- 
minions, condemned  for  and  charged  with  political 
offences.  It  includes  all  such  as  are  subjected 
to  political  prosecutions,  and  have  withdrawn  to 
foreign  parts.  The  promulgation  of  so  merciful  a 


measure  is  stated  to  have  caused  the  utmost  satis- 
faction at  Milan.  Many  members  of  the  fitst 
houses  of  Lombardy,  such  as  the  Visconti,  Arconati, 
Ciani,  Ugoni,  Aresi,  will  be  restored  to  the  bosom 
of  their  families,  and  several  will  be  reinstated  in 
large  fortunes. 

London,  Sept.  14. — All  the  detachments  for  re- 
giments in  Canada  have  embarked  on  board  the 
Athroll  trooj)  ship;  those  intended  for  corps  in  New 
Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  are  to  be  conveyed  out 
by  the  Eagle,  transport,  which  is  at  present  fitting 
up  for  the  purpose. 

London,  Sept.  19. — The  Paris  papers  of  Monday 
have  reached  us  by  the  ordinary  express,  but  con- 
tain little  news  of  interest.  They  are  filled  with 
observations  and  speculations  on  theaffairs  of  Louis 
Bonaparte,  on  the  Belgic  question,  on  the  unhappy 
condition  of  Spain,  and,  in  an  especial  manner,  on 
the  South  American  quarrels,  in  which  the  gov- 
ernment had  contrived  to  involve  itself,  but  no 
facts  worth  notice. 

On  the  affairs  of  the  east,  the  Journal  dcs  Dchats 
publishes  a long  article,  in  which,  approving  the 
treaty  of  which  Redschid  Pasha  is  the  bearer,  it 
contends  that  it  is  not  to  the  interest  of  the  west 
of  Europe  that  the  power  of  Mehemet  Ali  be 
weakened,  an  effect  that  w'ould  inevitably  follow 
the  extension  to  Egypt  of  the  measure  resolved  on 
by  the  sultan  for  the  termination  of  all  monopo- 
lies. 


THE  PRINTER. 

We  wish  we  could  induce  our  delinquent  sub- 
scribers to  read  the  following  and  act  upon  the  ho- 
nest impulses  which  it  must  create  in  their  hearts: 
for  vve  assure  them  that  we  have,  from  their  ne- 
glect, realized  many  of  the  evils  which  it  so  truly' 
and  vividly  describes.  There  is  at  this  moment 
nearly  thirty  thousand  dollars  due  upon  our  books!  a 
tithe  of  which  would  free  us  from  all  difficulty  and 
embarrassment;  but  “patrons!”  cannot  be  made  to 
understand  how  important  “ trifling  sums”  are  to  us, 
and  that,  combined,  they  make  the  “ large  sums ” 
which  we  are  compelledjto  disburse.  We  can  add 
nothing  to  the  following,  except  to  express  the 
opinion,  that  unless  there  is  a change  in  the  public 
mind  in  regard  to  printer’s  dues,  the  press  of  this 
country  will  fall  (indeed  it  is  rapidly  falling,)  into 
the  hands  of  mere  adventurers,  without  moral  ho- 
nesty or  pecuniary  means:  For  men  of  integrity 
and  capital  will  shrink  from  all  connection  with  a 
profession  whose  only  rewards  are  labor  and  pover- 
ty, and  can  never  rise  to  the  grade  of  the  business 
of  the  butcher  or  the  baker- — for  they  must  be  paid 
or  they  stop  the  supplies — but  vve,  poor  devils, 
dole  out  our  bodies  and  brains  to  supply  those  with 
mental  food,  who  mete  to  us  the  chameleon’s  dish. 

[Ed.  Reg. 

From  ihe  Louisville  City  Gazelle. 

Much  has  been  written  and  many  are  the  com- 
plaints which  have  been  made  of  the  harrassment 
and  profitless  toil  of  the  printer.  It  has  become  a 
trite  subject,  and  one  which  when  harped  on,  only 
awakens  a smile,  or  at  most  a passing  remark,  and 
is  forgotten.  Who  reflects  upon  the  nights  of  la- 
bor and  the  hours  of  anguish  which  he  passes? 
"Who  thinks  of  his  mortified  pride  and  the  rude 
storms  that  sweep  over  and  almost  whelm  his  ho- 
nest ambition?  Who  believes  that  he  experiences 
the  same  desires  to  maintain  a reputation  for  punc- 
tuality and  honor  in  his  dealings  that  must  be  ob- 
served in  other  pursuits.  Who  imagines  that  he 
struggles  with  his  best  energies  to  sustain  his  cre- 
dit, and  uses  as  much  effort  to  compass  that  end  rs 
marks  the  mercantile  community  or  any  other  in- 
terest? In  sooth  but  few.  His  earnings  are  trifling 
compared  to  the  vast  amounts  which  swell  the  for- 
tunes of  those  who  venture  upon  the  sea  of  trade. 
The  reward  of  his  incessant  toils  is  but  small,  and 
is  expected  to  be  drawn  from  the  myriad  sources, 
each  one  of  which  that  fails,  only  tends  to  diminish 
his  labor.  He  is  little  blessed  in  the  punctuality 
of  his  patrons.  For  the  few  who  do  honor  his 
draughts  when  presented,  by  how  many'  are  they 
protested!  He  is  worthy  or  he  is  not.  He  is  led 
on  month  after  month,  and  year  after  year,  in 
the  vain  hope  that  the  bread  he  cast  upon  the  wa- 
ter will  return.  It  is  too  often  like  the  bark  whose 
white  canvass  is  seen  for  the  last  time,  and  whose 
proud  prow  seeks  the  friendly  beach  no  more.  Few 
can  tell  the  heart  aches  and  the  anguish  that  are 
his  constant  companions,  and  the  cheerless  gloom 
that  surrounds  him.  He  stands  alone  in  the  com- 
munity, unless  like  the  creeping  ivy  he  insinuates 
himself  around  the  wealthy  aspirant  who  can  use 
him,  and  pay  for  the  vile  vassalage  to  which  he 
subjects  him. 

There  is  no  calling  more  honorable,  and  opens 
more  avenues  to  a laudable  ambition,  than  the 
management  of  an  independent  press.  It  is  a gym- 
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nasium  for  the  mind,  where  its  latent  energies  are 
developed.  It  demands  as  much  intellect — as  much 
industry — as  much  research,  and  as  much  judgment 
as  the  bar,  the  pulpit,  or  the  forum.  It  requires  as 
much  close  investigation  and  as  acute  discrimina- 
tion as  the  most  abstruse  science  and  most  per- 
plexing art.  Then  why  is  it  so  little  appreciated, 
and  if  appreciated,  why  so  illiberally  and  niggardly 
disregarded?  It  professes  to  give  a quid  pro  qiro, 
and  does  give,  but  alas!  for  what ? 

It  seems  as  if  men  did  not  reflect  that  the  printer 
has  wants,  and  that  they  must  be  supplied — that  he 
devotes  his  whole  time,  his  labor,  and  his  means 
for  their  instruction,  for  their  benefit,  and  for  their 
entertainment — that  the  resources  of  his  mind  are 
fathomed,  and  his  money  and  impressions  and  con- 
victions and  imagination  are  all  made  subject  to 
the  despotism  of  their  demands.  If  he  loiter  and 
play  the  laggard,  how  is  he  censured — how  is  he 
upbraided  for  his  neglect!  If  his  paper  fail  but  for 
one  day,  in  reaching  its  destination,  how  is  he  con'- 
demned  for  want  of  punctuality!  If  he  find  noth- 
ing that  is  new,  that  serves  not  to  amuse,  that  does 
not  startle  with  its  originality,  how  is  he  abused  for 
the  barrenness  of  his  sheet. 

This  is  not  all  abstraction — it  is  truth.  It  has 
been  the  experience  of  time  and  trial.  His  inde- 
pendence is  set  down  for  presumption,  and  his  move- 
ments of  despondency  as  arrant  affectation.  He 
is  kept  curbed  down  by  a power  which  he  in  vain 
endeavors  to  throw  off.  The  ban  is  upon  him,  and 
the  world  is  willing  to  see  him  suffer,  so  long  as 
he  can  contribute  to  their  enjoyment,  and  when 
his  light  goes  out,  there  is  scarcely  a sigh  of  sym- 
pathy— he  goes  down  like  a stone,  and  the  waters 
are  soon  placid  as  though  their  tranquillity  had 
never  been  disturbed. 

If  there  be  one  in  the  community  who  more  de- 
serves to  be  re -paid  for  his  labor,  it  is  the  printer. 
His  is  not  an  easy  and  sinecure  task,  as  is  too  often 
imagined.  As  much  promptness  is  expected  from 
him  as  if  he  were  met  with  punctuality  by  all  his 
kind  and  indulgent  patrons.  Those  in  his  employ- 
ment, are  working-men  who  look  to  their  weekly 
wages  to  sustain  them  and  their  families.  He  is 
compelled  to  have  paper,  or  his  publication  must 
stop,  and  the  result  is  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  He 
must  pay  his  rent,  else  will  his  landlord  refuse  the 
tenement  in  which  his  operations  are  carried  on. 
He  must  have  cash;  for  he  is  not  indulged  with 
long  credits.  His  necessities  are  known  and  prac- 
tised upon.  He  is  ground  down  by  an  iron  rule, 
which,  if  he  were  to  adopt,  his  patronage  would 
soon  waste  away. 

Men  think,  because  me  printer's  dues  are  in  tri- 
fling sums,  that  it  is  of  trivial  importance  whether 
or  no  they  are  paid — that  it  will  make  little  differ- 
ence if  one  fail  to  meet  a demand  when  presented. 
Yet  if  it  be  the  general  impression,  and  each  one 
appropriates  to  himself  the  right  of  withholding  the 
modicum,  how  is  the  printer  to  exist?  He  is  not  a 
chameleon  to  live  on  air.  He  has  the  same  per- 
ceptions, the  same  appetites,  the  same  necessities 
as  other  men. 

When  one  engages  in  the  printing  business,  it 
generally  requires  bis  whole  capital  to  purchase  the 
materials  ami  fixtures  necessary  to  fit  up  his  estab- 
lishment and  make  a commencement.  He  looks  for 
his  reward  in  the  constant  increase  of  his  patronage, 
and  the  punctuality  of  his  patrons.  He  expects  to 
render  an  equivalent  for  his  demands,  and  expects  to 
be  paid.  He  trusts  to  his  daily  income  to  meet  his 
current  der  .amis.  He  ventures  his  credit,  with  the 
anticipated  assurance  that  he  will  not  be  forgotten  by 
his  subscrit  ers,  for  whom  he  daily  caters.  His  terms 
are  made  payable  in  advance,  that  he  may  receive 
his  reward  during  the  progress  of  his  labors,  and  be 
enabled  to  make  a proper  estimate  of  his  chances, 
of  profit  or  of  loss.  He  can  thereby  ascertain  how 
far  his  expenses  must  be  curtailed,  and  what  foreign 
aid  is  necessary  to  meet  them.  Unless  payment  be 
made  to  him  in  advance,  he  is  laboring  upon  an  un- 
certainty. 

“ And  when  he  thinks,  good  easy  man,  full  surely 

His  fortune  is  a ripening,’’ 

There  raajr  come  “a  killing  frost”  to  blast  and 
wither  every  hope.  He  may  have  ventured  “far  be- 
yond his  depth,”  and  ere  he  is  aware,  be  overwhelm- 
ed in  irretrievable  ruin. 

The  subscriptions  of  a printer  are  his  stock  in 
trade.  They  are  the  proceeds  of  his  outlay  of  capi- 
tal. They  form  an  annuity  which  he  has  purchased, 
and  when  he  is  bankrupt  there,  he  awakens  to  find 
his  capital  gone,  and  bankruptcy  in  every  thing.  To 
be  rendered  available,  then,  the  subscriptions  should 
be  promptly  paid.  If  it  be  asked,  why  the  necessity 
of  advance  payments  ?•  the  answer  is  this  : These 

subscriptions  are  scattered  over  a vast  territory. 
Small  amounts  are  to  be  gathered  from  most  remote 
sources.  In  the  aggregate,  they  would  swell  to  a 
considerable  sum.  Embarking  in  business,  the  hope 


of  collecting  the  scattered  trifles  into  an  important 
aggregate  is  indulged.  Expenses  commensurate 
with  their  number  are  incurred,  and  must  be  met. 
Time  wears  on.  This  man,  from  whom  punctuality 
was  expected,  after  taking  the  paper  for  some  months, 
becomes  dissatisfied  and  orders  it  to  be  discontinued 
The  sum  due  is  remitted,  or  to  pay  trie  expense  of 
collection — it  is  dead  loss  to  the  printer,  who  has 
already  incurred  the  expense,  but  meets  no  equiva- 
lent ; or  the  subscriber  may  fail,  or  die,  or  move 
away  to  parts  unknown.  Alas  ! the  printer  is  sel- 
dom remembered.  Poor  fellow’,  he  hears  his  old 
patron  say,  “ Pshaw ! it  is  but  a trifle ; he  will  never 
miss  it,  and  some  day  or  other,  if  it  is  convenient,  I 
will  pay  him.”  Such  is  the  course  of  reasoning, 
if  the  printer’s-  dues  ever  cross  his  memory.  For 
every  printer  who  has  defrauded  his  patrons,  there 
have  been  a thousand  printers  defrauded  by  them. 
Another  reason  for  advance  payments  is,  that  at  the 
time  of  subscribing,  providing  it  be  done  in  good 
faith,  there  is  an  intention  to  pay.  If  it  be  incon- 
venient at  the  time,  the  first  opportunity  should  be 
seized  “ to  make  conveyance  sure,”  for,  as  the  year 
rolls  by  or  is  numbered  with  the  past,  the  feeling  of 
the  necessity  or  obligation  of  making  payment  fades 
away,  till  too  frequently  it  is  altogether  obliterated.' 

There  is  nothing  which  the  same  amount  can 
purchase  so  valuable  as  a newspaper.  It  is  a little 
world  within  itself.  It  is  fraught  with  intelligence 
and  instruction- — furnishes  a fund  of  entertainment — • 
affords  a bird’s-eye  view  of  the  operation  of  the  eve- 
ry-day world.  It  peoples  solitude  with  a thousand 
companions.  It  brings  novelty  where  was  but  sa- 
tiety. To  be  without  it  were  to  return  to  barbarism 
— to  drag  on  a lonely  life,  “ unknowing  and  un- 
known.” 

To  elevate  the  press — to  render  it  independent — 
to  give  it  tone  and  character  which  should  distinguish 
it — to  enable  it  to  lead  the  understandings  of  men, 
and  not  follow’  like  a blind  and  supple  vassal,  ready 
to  cringe  at  a frown,  or  show  fight  at  its  master’s 
beck,  “ pay  the  printer.” 

This  homily,  extended  far  beyond  our  original 
design,  has  not  been  read  for  an  individual  purpose;,, 
it  aims  to  benefit  the  craft  and  explain  the  difficulties" 
under  which  they  labor,  and  point  out  the  remedy  ; 
yet,  it  any  of  our  readers  can  appropriate  aught  of 
it  to  themselves,  they  are  heartily  welcome,  and  we 
trust  at  no  long  date  to  find  it  appreciated. 

BURR’S  CONSPIRACY. 

Mount  Carmel , Wabash  ca.  (III.) 

Sept.  17,  1S3S. 

To  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer: 

Gentlemen:  On  reading  your  editorial  remarks 
in  your  paper  of  the  5th  instant,  respecting  Dr. 
Mayo’s  communications,  I do  most  heartily  concur 
with  you  in  your  sentiments.  I rejoice  that  the  era 
of  investigation  has  now  commenced.  I hope  you 
will  admit  of  other  communications  of  the  same 
tenor;  therefore,  I enclose  you  the  within  docu- 
ments. Your  editorial  remarks  called  them  forth 
from  a dusty  shelf.  As  soon  as  I read  your  re- 
marks I sat  down  and  copied  them;  the  originals 
may  be  had  if  called  for.  I had  no  idea  of  ever 
calling  up  Mr.  Madison’s  letter,  but  circumstances 
now  justify  its  coming  forth.  The  papers  referred 
to  were  sent  to  him  at  Richmond  while  in  the  Vir- 
ginia convention,  and  acknowledged  by  forwarding 
to  me  in  return,  under  his  own  frank,  a copy  of  the 
first  impression  of  the  new  constitution  of  Virginia. 

If,  gentlemen,  John  Paulding,  David  Williams, 
and  Isaac  Van  Wort  could  detect  an  Arnold’s  trea- 
son, let  not  the  attempts  of  as  many  almost  beard- 
less boys  of  the  west,  who  overturned  the  great 
western  conspiracy,  be  buried  in  oblivion!  The 
illustrious  Madison  very  justly  remarked  that  they 
“must  merit  preservation,”  and  the  result  an  “aus- 
picious pledge  given  by  the  genius  of  republican 
institutions  and  the  spirit  of  a free  people  for  future 
triumphs  over  dangers  of  every  sort  that  may  be 
encoutered  in  our  national  career.” 

As  to  myself,  as  I stated  before,  I seek  nothing. 
I act,  on  this  occasion,  for  posterity/  Letouryouths 
unite  and  save  their  country. 

TIT  S.  HINDE. 

N.  B.  It  is  quite  a common  occurrence,  after  the 
lapse  of  about  thirty  years,  to  find  myself  with  a 
bedfellow,  one  of  colonel  Burr’s  “choice  spirits,” 
and  many  a diverting  anecdote  is  thus  brought 
forth.  I am  now  living  in  a distant  region  of  the 
west,  at  that  day  (180C-’7)  a wilderness;  yet  here 
are  many  of  Burr’s  volunteers;  a captain  among 
them  (now  deceased)  was  sent  to  congress  from  a 
neighboring  district.  (Well,  for  the  good  of  the 
living,  I am  willing  to  bury  the  old  plot,  in  which 
even  general  Jackson  took  part,  so  far  as  in  build- 
ing boats.)  But  let  the  youth  of  the  country  be 
stimulated  by  example  to  overthrow  all  plots  and 
conspiracies  against  their  country  and  their  liberty! 

TH.  S.  HINDE. 


Urbana,  Champaign  county,  ( Ohio.) 

July  23,  1829. 

Dear  sir:  These  lines  are  dictated  under  a 
strong,  and,  I may  add,  a powerful  conviction  of 
the  critical  state  of  our  national  affairs.  It  is  nei- 
ther vanity  nor  flattery  that  influences  my  mind  on 
the  present  occasion.  I am  but  an  humble  indivi- 
dual— a pioneer  of  the  west  from  a lad,  a personal 
friend  of  your  relations  in  Kentucky,  having  a son 
in  my  family  bearing  the  name  of  one,  and,  as  for 
myself,  an  uniform  supporter  of  your  “trying”  yet 
“triumphant”  administration. 

I am  pleased  to  find  that  you,  sir,  are  about  pre- 
paring to  write  a political  history  of  our  country. 
[The  public  journals  had  so  asserted.]  This  histo- 
ry could  not  have  fallen  into  better  hands  to  perform 
the  woik:  and,  since  I sat  down  hastily  to  address 
you  this  note,  subjects  in  relation  to  this  matter 
other  than  those  I had  in  view  when  I began  to 
write,  have  rushed  upon  the  mind. 

Your  administration  was  one  blended  with  so 
many  eventful  occurrences,  that  for  a season  the 
mind  was  led  to  view  the  the  whole  history  of  that 
memorable  period  as  a recurrence  to  a second  re- 
volution; and  one  would  be  often  at  a loss  to  know 
which  should  be  the  most  admired,  the  firmness  of 
the  people  who  supported  you,  or  the  untiring  pa- 
tience and  fortitude  with  which  the  affairs  of  the 
nation  were  administered.  To  remark,  too,  the 
powerful  opposition,  and  this  opposition  over- 
powered and  overturned  by  moderation  and  forbear- 
ance! 

But  I fear  that  the  day  of  our  splendor  and  glory 
is  like  to  be  overcast  by  the  cloud  or  vapor  of  a far 
different  character.  There  is  a want  of  forbearance 
that  I fear  will  convulse  the  whole  body  politic,  and 
in  the  end  will  settle  down  in  party  strife  and  ani- 
mosity; therefore,  if  the  information  be  correct  that 
the  contemplated  political  history  may  not  see  light 
till  you  are  no  more,  it  may  be  that  this  procrasti- 
nation may  prove  injurious  to  your  country. 

At  the  close  of  your  administration  there  was 
evidently,  to  superficial  observers,  a kind  of  mist 
that  rested  upon  many  occurrences  that  bewildered 
the  mind;  but  the  rays  of  truth,  as  time  advanced, 
have  dissipated  them  all;  and  the  faithful  historian  in 
after  ages  will  place  your  administration  on  higher 
grounds  than  that  of  any  other  from  the  days  of 
Washington.  The  great  and  good  Jefferson  had 
left  you  as  a kind  of  executor  to  settle  our  affairs 
with  foreign  nations.  Affairs  in  Europe  necessa- 
rily rendered  it  so.  I therefore  hesitate  not  in  de- 
claring that  the  sentiments  now  expressed  are  the 
coo!  and  dispassionate  convictions  of  my  own  judg- 
ment. I have  thus  far  expressed  my  mind  freely, 
and  as  fully  as  I intended  to  do,  without  any  design 
to  solicit  an  answer.  But  the  circumstance  before 
hinted  at  was,  that  it  either  fortunately  or  unfortu- 
nately fell  to  my  lot,  when  a youth,  to  become  the 
organ  of  the  first  disclosure  in  the  west  of  the  plot 
for  dismemberment  of  the  union  under  Mr.  Jefier- 
son’s  administration.  If,  therefore,  any  facts  in  re- 
lation to  that  singular  transaction  be  important,  if 
requested,  at  a leisure  time  I will  commit  them  to 
paper,  and  lorward  them  to  you. 

I shall  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  it  again  falls  to 
the  lot  of  the  Old  Dominion  (Virginia)  to  call  back 
our  national  councils  to  the  very  serious  considera- 
tion of  first  principles. 

I hope,  sir,  that  you  will  pardon  the  liberty  I have 
taken,  and  accept  the  assurances  of  my  sincere  re- 
spect and  esteem,  as  a citizen  of  this  republic;  and 
remain 

Your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  S.  HINDE. 

James  Madison , esq. 

REPLY. 

Montpelier,  Jh'g.  17,  1829. 

Dear  sir:  Your  letter  of  July  23d  was  duly  re- 
ceived, but  at  a time  when  I was  under  an  indis- 
position, remains  of  which  are  still  upon  me.  I 
know  not  whence  the  error  originated  that  I was 
engaged  in  writing  a history  of  our  country.  It  is 
Rue  that  some  of  my  correspondences  during  a pro- 
longed public  life,  with  other  manuscripts  connect- 
ed with  important  public  transactions,  are  on  my 
files,  and  may  contribute  materials  for  a historic 
pen.  But  a regular  history  of  our  country,  even 
during  its  revolutionary  and" independent  character, 
would  be"  a task  forbidden  by  the  age  alone  at  which 
I returned  to  private  life,  and  requiring  lights  on 
various  subjects  which  are  gradually  to  be  drawn 
from  sources  not  yet  opened  for  public  use.  The 
friendly  tone  of  your  letter  has  induced  me  to 
make  these  explanatory  remarks;  which  being 
meant  for  yourself  only,  I must  request  may  be 
so  considered. 

The  authentic  facts  which  it  appears  you  happen 
to  possess,  relating  to  the  criminal  enterprise  in  the 
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west  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
must  merit  preservation  as  belonging  to  a history  of 
that  period;  and  if  no  repository  more  eligible  oc- 
curs to  you,  a statement  of  them  may  find  a place 
among  my  political  papers.  The  result  of  that  en- 
terprise is  among  the  auspicious  pledges  given  by 
the  genius  of  republican  institutions  and  the  spirit 
of  a free  people  for  future  triumphs  over  dan- 
gers of  every  sort  that  may  be  encountered  in  our 
national  career. 

I cannot  be  insensible  to  the  motives  which 
prompted  the  too  partial  views  you  have  taken  of 
my  public  services,  and  which  claim  from  me  my 
good  wishes,  which  I tender  you. 

_ JAMES  MADISON. 

Thomas  S.  Hindc,  esq.  Urbana,  Champaign  county, 
Ohio. 


GENERAL  SCOTT. 

We  publish  with  great  pleasure  the  following 
just  and  noble  tribute  to  Gen.  Scott  from  one  who 
knows  him  well.  [Richmond  Enquirer. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Washington. 

“The  manner  in  which  this  gallant  officer  has 
acquitted  himself  within  the  last  year  upon  our 
Canada  frontier,  and  lately  among  the  Cherokees, 
has  excited  the  universal  admiration  and  gratitude 
ot  the  whole  nation.  Owing  to  his  great  popularity 
to  the  north — his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  laws 
of  his  own  country,  as  well  as  those  which  govern 
nations,  united  to  his  discretion — his  great  tact  and 
experience,  he  has  saved  the  country  from  a ruin- 
ous war  with  Great  Britain.  And  by  his  masterly 
skill  and  energy  among  the  Cherokees,  united  to 
his  noble  generosity  and  humanity,  he  has  not  only 
effected  what  every  body  supposed  could  not  be 
done  without  the  most  heart  rending  scenes  of 
butchery  and  bloodshed,  but  he  has  effected  it  by 
obtaining  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  poor 
Cherokees  themselves.  They  look  upon  him  as  a 
benefactor  and  friend,  and  one  who  has  saved  them 
from  entire  destruction. 

“Alt  the  Cherokees  were  collected  for  emigra- 
tion, without  bloodshed  or  violence — and  all  would 
have  been  on  their  way  to  the  west  before  the  mid- 
dle of  July,  had  not  humanity  induced  general 
Scott  to  stop  the  movement  until  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember. Three  thousand  had  been  sent  off  in  the 
first  half  of  June  by  the  superintendent,  before  the 
general  took  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  stop- 
ping the  emigration  from  feelings  which  must  do 
everlasting  honor  to  his  heart. 

“An  approval  of  his  course  had  been  sent  on  by 
the  war  department  before  his  report,  giving  infor- 
mation that  he  had  stopped  the  emigration,  had 
reached  the  seat  of  government. 

“In  the  early  part  of  January  last,  the  president 
asked  congress  for  enlarged  powers,  to  enable  him 
to  maintain  our  neutral  obligations  to  England; 
that  is,  to  tranquilize  the  Canadian  frontiers. 

“Before  the  bill  passed  congress,  general  Scott 
had  finished  the  work , and  effected  all  its  objects. 
These,  too,  he  effected  by  flying  from  one  end  of 
the  frontier  to  the  other  in  the  dead  of  winter,  and 
during  the  severest  and  coldest  period  of  it. 

“He  returns  to  Washington,  and  is  immediately 
ordered  to  the  Cherokee  nation  to  take  charge  of 
the  very  difficult  and  hazardous  task  to  his  own  fame 
of  removing  those  savages  from  their  native  land. 
Some  ot  his  best  friends  regretted,  most  sincerely, 
that  he  had  been  ordered  on  this  service;  and  know- 
ing the  disposition  of  the  world  to  cavil  and  com- 
plain without  cause,  had  great  apprehensions  that 
he  would  lose  a portion  of  the  popularity  he  had 
acquired  by  his  distinguished  success  on  the  Cana- 
dian frontier.  But  behold  the  manner  in  which 
this  last  wprk  has  been  performed!  There  is  so 
much  of  noble  generosity  of  character  about  Scott, 
independent  of  his  skill  and  bravery  as  a soldier, 
that  his  life  has  really  been  one  of  romantic  beauty 
and  interest.  You  recollect  his  conduct  when  on 
his  way  to  take  command  ot  the  army  engaged  in 
the  Black  Hawk  war.  The  corps  he  had"’  with 
him  were  all  stricken  down  with  the  cholera,  be- 
fore he  joined  general  Atkinson.  What  was  his 
conduct;  Did  he  leave  them  to  their  fate,  and  fly 
to  the  army  of  the  gallant  and  accomplished  Atkin- 
son, his  warm  personal  friend,  in-  order  that  he 
might  snatch  from  him  the  laurels  for  which  he 
had  toiled  so  long,  and  which  he  was  just  then  on 
the  point  of  winning?  No:  He  clung  to  his  sick 
soldiers,  dying  all  around  him  with  The  dreadful 
pestilence,  and  exerted  himself,  day  and  night,  to 
save  them  from  the  grave — to  the  imminent  hazard 
of  his  life.  He  could  have  taken  command  of  the 
army— it  was  his  right.  But  behold  his  magnan- 
imity? In  this  scene  of  general  Scott’s  life,  he 
shines  more  brilliantly,  in  my  estimation,  than  in 
the  most  glorious  battle  he  ever  fought— I will  not 
except  his  “elegant  battle  at  Chippewa,”  as  it  has 
been  called,  where  two  perfectly  disciplined  armies 


met  under  a plain,  in  the  open  day,  on  the  5th  of 
July,  1814,  and  under  a bright  summer’s  sun,  took 
a fair  field  fight,  aided  by  all  the  discipline  and 
skill  that  the  science  of  war  could  give  them. 
Scott  whipped  his  enemy  off  the  field  fairly,  al- 
though bis  army  was  inferior  in  numbers.  Nor 
will  I except  his  bloody  battle  of  Niagara,  in  w hich 
he  had  three  horses  killed  under  him,  and  where 
he  was  most  dreadfully  wounded  himself,  after 
having  made  several  charges  upon  the  enemy, 
which,  for  courage  and  desperation,  the  British 
officers  themselves  acknowledged  never  was  sur- 
passed. In  this  battle  one-half  of  Scott’s  command 
was  either  killed  or  wounded!!” 


THE  ALLEGED  DAUPHIN,  SON  OF 
LOUIS  XVI. 

The  following  is  the  commencing  part  of  a nar- 
rative, drawn  up  by  the  alleged  duke  of  Normandy, 
the  ill-fated  son  of  Louis  XVI.  It  is  stated  that  in 
several  countries  there  exists  an  increasing  belief 
that  the  writer  has  completely  identified  himself 
with  the  dauphin. 

After  stating  that  he  asks  for  nothing  but  his  civil 
inheritance,  the  private  properiy  which  belonged  to 
the  royal  family  of  France  before  the  first  revolu- 
tion, of  which  he  declares  no  government  has  a 
right  to  deprive  him,  he  says: — “In  order  to  en- 
lighten my  natural  judges  it  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  write  the  history  of  France,  but  only  to  re- 
late those  facts  which  have  been  engraved  on  my 
memory  from  my  childhood,  and  are  indisputable 
proofs  of  my  identity. 

“The  narrative  is  intended  to  prove  that  the 
child  who  died  in  the  temple  was  not  the  son  of 
Louis  XVI.  and  Marie  Antoinette,  queen  of  France, 
and  that  I alone  am  the  duke  of  Normandy,  the 
true  son  of  the  martyr  king.  As  such  I perfectly 
remember  as  far  back  as  the  time  when  we  quitted 
Versailles  to  fix  our  residence  in  Paris.  I even  re- 
member some  facts  anterior  to  that  period.  Before 
the  Gth  of  October  I occupied  the  apartments  for- 
merly inhabited  by  my  brother,  near  to  those  which 
belonged  to  Mesdames  Victoire  and  Adelaide.  It 
was  then  that  Madame  de  Saint  Hilaire,  who  was 
of  Madame  Victorie’s  household,  had  frequent  op- 
portunities of  seeing  me.  In  one  ot  these  rooms  I 
slept  the  last  night  that  we  slept  at  Versailles.  It 
was  thence  that  my  father  carried  me  in  his  arms, 
to  save  me  from  the  assassins.  He  was  followed 
by  Madame  de  Berri,  who  had  sat  up  with  me  that 
night;  she  went  with  my  father  and  me  by  a pri- 
vate staircase  info  the  room  where  we  found  my 
mother,  who  took  me  in  her  arms,  and  covered 
me  with  her  night  cloak,  which  was  of  a white 
material.  A person  went  to  fetch  my  clothes  to 
dress  me,  which  was  done  in  my  father’s  room.  I 
have  not  forgotten  that  person.  My  sister  (the 
duchess  of  Angouleme)  who  is  seven  years  older 
than  I am,  was  present  at  the  time.  She  ought  to 
ask  of  him,  who  says  that  he  is  her  brother,  who 
that  person  was.  For  the  truth  of  this  statement, 
which  can  only  be  known  to  the  son  of  Louis 
XVI.,  I appeal  to  the  duchess  of  Angouleme  her- 
self. 

“During  our  journey  from  Versailles  to  Paris  two 
monsters  carried  at  the  end  of  their  pikes  the  heads 
of  two  men.  They  walked  in  front  of  our  carriage. 
Between  them  there  was  a man  of  ferocious  aspect; 
he  wore  a long  beard,  and  carried  on  his  shoulder 
the  bloody  axe  with  which  probably  he  had  perpe- 
trated this  horrible  sacrifice.  At  last  they  made  us 
stop  opposite  a shop,  which  these  villians  entered 
and  soon  returned  from.  After  having  produced 
the  heads  of  their  victims,  suddenly  one  of  these 
wretches  came  towards  us,  and  thrust  one  of  the 
heads  in  my  face.  I was  standing  at  the  door  of 
the  carriage,  against  which  one  of  our  guards  was 
leaning,  to  protect  us  from  the  mob.  This  brave 
man  kept  off  all  those  who  approached  to  force  him 
away,  in  order  to  do  us  some  injury,  but  he  could 
not  prevent  the  assassins  from  putting  one  of  the 
heads  under  my  eyes.  I was  to  terrified  at  this 
frightful  spectacle  that  I threw  myself  into  my 
mother’s  arms,  and  hid  my  face  in  her  bosom.  01 
all  the  people  who  were  with  me  in  the  carriage 
one  only  is  still  living;  it  is  my  sister.  Will  she 
have  the  culpable  resolution  to  deny  this  fact,  which 
no  one  in  the  world  can  know  except  her  brother? 
At  length,  arrived  at  Paris,  we  were  carried  off  by 
the  people,  and  conducted  to  the  Hotel  de  Ville. 

I ascended  the  stairs  between  my  mother  and  Ma- 
rie Elizabeth.  These  tender  friends  led  me  into  a 
large  hall,  which  was  already  full  of  men,  many  of 
whom  were  drunk.  We  remained  there  till  a late 
hour  of  the  night,  and,  notwithstanding  the  tumul- 
tuous cries  of  the  populace  during  our  passage  from 
the  Hotel  de  Ville  to  the  Tuileries,  I had  fallen 
asleep  in  the  carriage  on  my  mother’s  lap,  and  I 
was  awoke  by  the  cry,  ‘ray  son!  my  son!  They 
P-ave  carried  him  away.’  I replied ‘mamma,’ for, 


in  truth,  I found  myself  in  the  hands  of  a stranger 
w ho  put  me  into  the  arms  of  a brother  of  Clery, 
valet-de-chambre  to  my  sister,  whose  name  was 
Hannet.  I have  such  a perfect  recollection  of  this 
faithful  servant  that  I remember,  as  if  it  had  hap- 
pened but  yesterday,  that  he  used  to  amuse  my 
sister  and  myself  in  our  childhood  with  the  sight  of 
a magic  lantern  in  the  evening.  I was  then  four 
years  old.  Ilannet  restored  me  to  the  solicitude  of 
ray  mother,  who  pressed  me  to  her  bosom,  and 
covered  me  with  kisses.  It  is  no  doubt  very  easy, 
with  a good  memory,  to  relate  what  has  been  writ- 
ten by  others  respecting  what  passed  during  our 
misfortunes;  but  all  those  details  which  have  re- 
mained unknown,  and  have  never  been  published, 
are  the  touchstone  lor  the  duchess  of  Angouleme 
if  she  wishes  to  convince  herself  of  the  truth. 

“Let  us  proceed  to  some  examples:  I was  very 

young  when  the  journey  to  Varennes  was  decided 
upon;  nevertheless  I well  remember  that  the  Count 
de  Provence  was  conversing,  in  my  presence,  with 
my  father  and  mother  before  our  departure,  but  I 
thought  nothing  of  it.  My  mother  woke  me  sud- 
denly in  the  middle  of  the  night,  and  in  the  pre- 
sence of  my  sister,  who,  as  I knew,  slept  in  the 
floor  above  me.  When  I was  awakened  by  the  re- 
peated kisses  of  my  mother,  I saw  Mde.  de  Tour- 
zel  by  my  side;  she  took  me  in  her  arms,  and, 
without  saying  a word,  we  went  down  to  my 
mother’s  apartment,  where  this  tender  mother,  still 
caressing  me,  dressed  me  in  the  disguise  of  a little 
girl.  The  duchess  of  Angouleme  has  allowed  her- 
self to  be  persuaded  that  I may  have  studied  my 
part  in  the  written  history  of  the  time;  but  I will 
say  to  her  royal  highness,  ask  them  of  those  whose 
endeavors  are  united  to  estrange  you  from  me 
where  such  details  are  to  be  found  in  print.  I was 
disguised  then,  and  afterwards  laid  at  the  bottom 
of  the  carriage,  where  I remained  for  some  time 
asleep.  Some  one  trod  upon  me  in  getting  into 
the  carriage;  it  was  my  aunt.  I was  frightened, 
and  therefore  I said  nothing  until  my  mother  re- 
joined us;  she  kept  me  on  her  knees  till  the  mo- 
ment we  changed  our  carriage.  Our  carriage  stop- 
ped; my  father  spoke  for  some  time  with  some 
people  who  were  with  us;  at  last  he  got  out  to  look 
for  the  other  carriage,  which  was  not  yet  arrived, 
returned  with  that  carriage,  and  made  my  mother 
get  out,  who  placed  me  at  the  same  time  on  the  lap 
of  Mine,  de  Tourzel,  who  was  with  us.  After- 
wards my  father  returned  to  me,  and  took  me  him- 
self in  his  arms,  and  gave  me  to  my  mother,  who 
wms  already  in  the  other  carriage. 

“Deny  these  facts,  duchess  of  Angouleme,  or  let 
those  intriguers  who  surround  you  say  where  this 
was  to  be  found  in  print  before  I informed  you  of 
it  through  M.  Morel  de  Mont  Didier. 

“The  carriage  drove  on,  and  I slept  in  my  mo- 
ther’s lap  till  tile  next  morning.  I then  observed 
that  my  father  was  disguised,  and  I asked  my  mo- 
ther why  I was  in  the  disguise  of  a little  girl.  My 
sister  interrupted  me  by  saying  to  aunt  Mme.  Eliza- 
beth, who  was  in  the  same  carriage  with  us,  and 
had  not  been  in  my  mother’s  room  when  I was  dis- 
guised, nor  when  we  loft  the  Tuileries,  ‘ Yesterday 
he  thought  we  were  going  to  act  a comedy.’  ‘Or  a 
tragedy,’  said  my  mother  to  me;  ‘but  be  prudent, 
my  son;  and,  if  you  are  asked  your  name,  say  that 
it  is  Aglar,  and  your  sister’s  name  is  Amelia.5 
Where  then,  madam,  again  I ask,  had  these  things 
been  printed  before  I wrote  to  you  in  1816?  Or 
have  you  not  received  the  papers  of  the  brave  sol- 
dier whom  you  sent  to  the  minister  of  the  police? 
Well,  madam,  you  have  not  chosen  to  receive  me! 
It  is  you,  then,  who  force  me  to  hold  this  language, 
and  my  history  will  unveil  to  you  hereafter  your 
amiable  friends,  who  tell  you  daily  how-  much  they 
honor  yon,  in  order  the  more  easily  to  deceive  you, 
and  to  let  you  die  in  your  sorrows,  which  you  cer- 
tainly do  not  deserve.  At  the  same  time  it  is  pos- 
sible to  sin  by  omission,  and  hence,  dear  sister,  you 
will  feel  that  Providence  is  not  unjust.  Lay 
your  hand  on  your  heart  and  consider  those  by 
w hom  you  are  surrounded,  and  those  with  whom 
they  are  in  correspondence.  It  is  intended  that 
princes  and  princesses  should  see  with  their  own 
eyes,  therefore  let  us  make  use  of  them. 

“We  soon  arrived  in  a town  in  which  all  the 
houses  were  covered  with  tiles  in  (he  form  of  an  S 
reversed.  I asked  the  name  of  this  town  which 
my  father  told  me  was  called  Chalons-sur-Marne. 
Afterwards  we  reached  a little  town  where  we 
thought  to  have  been  stopped.  I am  not  certain  of 
the  name,  but  I believe  it  was  Epernay.  A young 
officer  of  the  national  guard,  with  whom  my  mo- 
ther conversed  a good  deal  without  leaving  the 
carriage,  extricated  us  happily  for  that  time. 

“It  was  night  when  we  arrived  at  Varennes, 
where  we  were  stopped  and  provisionally  detained 
at  the  house  of  a man  named  Sauze,  whose  wife. 
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who  waited  on  us,  treated  us  with  tolerable  civility. 
Our  sad  return  is  so  well  known  that  I shall  not 
enter  into  the  details  of  it;  nevertheless  there  is 
one  circumstance  which  I must  not  omit. 

“A.  M.  Latour  Maubourg,  one  ot  the  commis- 
sioners who  was  taking  us  back  to  Paris,  followed 
w'ith  Petion  in  another  carriage.  Though  these 
gentlemen  were  supported  by  the  populace,  they 
yet  suffered  a friend  of  ray  father  to  be  assassinated 
before  our  eyes;  a friend  who  was  well  known  to 
JM.  Latour  Maubourg.  It  was  at  the  moment  when 
the  furious  populace  was  assassinating  this  friend, 
that  Barnave,  who  was  in  our  carriage,  took  me 
on  his  knees,  in  order  more  easily  to  protect  me  in 
case  of  need.  During  our  journey  he  frequently 
pressed  my  hands,  and  continued  to  lavish  on  me 
many  tokens  of  interest  till  our  arrival  in  Paris. 
In  the  garden  before  the  Tuilleries,  Barnave  deliv- 
ered me  into  the  hands  of  an  officer  of  the  national 
guard,  who  carried  me  to  the  hall  of  assembly  in 
the  castle.  There  M.  Hue  took  possession  of  me, 
and  carried  me  to  my  apartment,  where  I was  for 
some  time  guarded  by  officers  of  the  national  guard. 

“All  that  happened  between  this  period  and  the 
28th  of  June  is  well  known.  I should  not  allude 
to  these  unhappy  recollections  if  it  had  not  been 
asserted  very  recently  that  I was  seen  that  day  in 
my  father’s  room  at  the  moment  when  the  mis- 
guided populace  had  just  forced  the  doors  of  his 
apartment.  This  assertion  is  false.  I very  well 
remember  that  we  were  in  my  father’s  room  imme- 
diately before — this  fact  is  true;  but  as  soon  as  the 
danger  became  apparent  from  the  yells  of  the  mob, 
my  mother  hurried  my  sister  and  myself  into  ano- 
ther room,  where  we  remained.  It  was  the  prin- 
cess de  Lamballe  who  persuaded  ray  mother  to  stay 
with  us,  for  she  was  bent  upon  returning  to  my  fa- 
ther, who  w’as  in  danger.  It  is  important  that  I 
should  recall  this  circumstance  to  the  recollection 
of  madante,  because  she  cannot  have  forgotten  that 
the  princess  threw  herself  into  my  mother’s  arms 
when  she  would  have  returned  to  the  room  where 
my  father  had  remained  with  our  aunt,  Marie  Eliz- 
abeth. I here  appeal  to  the  testimony  of  the  duchess 
of  Angouleme  herself.  Will  she  reject  her  brother 
under  the  vain  pretext  that  he  would  have  forgot- 
ten this  particular  circumstance  which  I here  relate, 
and  the  name  of  her  who  threw  herself  into  my 
mother’s  arms  to  prevent  her  returning  to  the 
apartment,  the  doors  of  which  had  already  been 
burst  open  by  the  mob?  The  other  details  of  that 
unhappy  day  are  too  wrell  known  for  me  to  dwell 
upon  them.  The  fact  which  I have  first  mention- 
ed proves  sufficiently  that  I have  forgotten  nothing 
wffiich  happened  in  my  presence.  From  this  day 
forward  my  mother  was  constantly  in  tears — this 
day,  which  was  the  forerunner  of  the  10th  of  Au- 
gust. It  is  clear,  then,  that  I perfectly  remember 
the  facts  which  I have  transmitted  to  my  sister  in 
proof  of  my  identity.  Amongst  other  persons  who 
slopt  in  my  room  on  the  night  of  the  9th  of  Au- 
gust, it  was  my  mother  who-  came  to  seek  some 
mornenls  of  repose,  and  threw  herself  for  that  pur- 
pose on  the  bed  of  the  person  who  sat  up  with  me 
that  night. 


FLORIDA. 

Extract  of  a letter  dated  Fort  Heileman,  E.  F.  Sep- 
tember 18,  1838. 

Sir:  An  occasion  offering  by  the  steamboat  Cin- 
cinnati, I take  advantage  of  it,  to  give  you  an  idea 
of  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  this  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory. Lt.  col.  Harney  has  been  relieved  from 
command,  by  the  return  of  col.  Twiggs,  after  a 
short  leave  of  absence.  A widely-extended  dis- 
trict is  under  the  colonel’s  supervision,  over  which 
the  troops  are  thinly  scattered.  The  ten  compa- 
nies of  dragoons  occupy  no  less  than  as  many  dif- 
ferent stations,  viz:  Fort  White,  Fort  Walker,  New- 
nansville,  Fort  Peyton,  Fort  Heileman,  Camp 
Wilds,  Geo.,  Fort  King,  Tampa  Bay,  Camp  Gil- 
mer, Geo.,  and  Fort  Harlee.  The  first  infantry  is 
divided  among  the  posts  at  Pilatka,  St.  Augustine, 
Picolata,  Fort  Harlee,  Fort  Heileman,  and  Trader’s 
Hill,  Geo.  Five  companies  of  the  second  infantry 
are  at  Fort  White,  Charles  Ferry,  Fort  Moniac,  and 
Camp  Gilmer,  Geo.  Four  companies  of  the  sixth 
infantry  at  Fort  King  and  Micanopy,  which,  with 
some  five  or  six  companies  of  volunteers,  form  the 
whole  force  to  operate  against  the  enemy  during  the 
ensuing  winter. 

The  skirts  of  the  Okefanoke  swamp  have  been 
lately  examined  by  capt.  B.  L.  Beall,  second  dra- 
goons, and  capt.  Morris,  second  infantry,  who  were 
unable  to  perceive  any  signs  of  the  enemy. 

An  opinion  now  prevails  that  the  party  of  In- 
dians said  to  have  entered  that  swamp,  and  who 
struck  terror  into  the  neighboring  families,  must 
have  heen  indeed  small.  Two  instances  have  late- 
ly occurred,  where  they  have  shown  themselves, 
and  taken  oil  cattle  from  the  settlements.  The 


first  was  at  Fort  Crane,  on  which  a party  of  mouni- 
en  troops  were  immediately  sent  in  pursuit  under 
the  command  of  capt.  Hoffman,  sixth  infantry;  but, 
I regret  to  say,  without  effect.  The  latter  case 
was  somewhat  more  successful;  the  party  of  In- 
dians, who  had  stolen  thirteen  horses  from  Fort 
Peyton,  were  overtaken,  after  a pursuit  of  thirty  or 
forty  miles,  by  a party  of  dragoons  and  volunteers, 
under  command  of  lieut.  Wray;  they  abandoned 
their  plunder  and  provisions,  taking  refuge  in  the 
swamp,  where  the  cavalry  were  unable  to  act. 

General  Taylor,  it  is  imagined,  contemplates  a 
campaign  to  commence  early  the  next  month;  but 
from  the  present  weakened  state  of  the  troops,  in- 
cident to  continual  exertion  for  months  past,  and 
the  broken  down  condition  of  the  dragoon  horses, 
small  hopes  of  success  can  be  entertained'.  No 
large  body  of  the  enemy  seem  to  be  concentrated, 
on  which  to  form  any  decisive  measure  of  attack; 
a state  of  affairs  which  must  decidedly  operate 
against  this  small  division  of  the  army. 

Extract  of  atetter  dated  Apalachicola,  Sept.  28,  1838. 

“We  are  still  agog  about  the  Indians.  The  Apa- 
lachilas  (Walkers)  have  expressed  to  vice  gov.  Du- 
val a disinclination  to  go  westward.  An  expressed 
disinclination  is  with  them  a virtual  resolution  to 
abide  and  try  the  sport  of  resistance.  To  constrain 
submission,  however,  regular  and  militia  troops  are 
now  stationing  along  the  river  in  considerable  num- 
bers, to  shut  up  their  accesses  to  the  woods.  If  the 
arrangements  are  completed  in  time,  and  marked  by 
a little  more  vigor  and  sagacity  than  has  hitherto 
characterized  these  Indian  affairs,  they  may  succeed. 
But  many  “have  their  doubts.” 


FANNON’S  MARE. 

Tile  exploits  ot  Fannon,  the  famoustory  partizan 
of  Randolph,  would  make  a body  of  facts  more  in- 
teresting than  any  tale  of  fiction.  He  was  a reck- 
less fellow — bloody-minded  as  the  hounds  of  Hay  ti. 
He  sometimes  slew  the  helpless  and  innocent  in 
cold  blood — the  coward!  But  lie  had  that  instinc- 
tive tone  and  bearing  of  authority  that  kept  his 
people  within  the  metes  and  bounds  of  his  despotic 
will.  He  and  his  party  were  one  day  resting  them- 
selves by  a spring;  lounging  here  and  there  on  the 
green  grass  in  the  shade  of  the  trees.  One  of  iiis 
subordinates,  a big  strong  man  had  got  mad  with 
him.  His  rage  had  been  boiling  in  him  for  several 
days;  and  some  fresh  affront  at  the  spring  caused 
his  anger  to  become  ungovernable — he  drew  his 
sword  and  rushed  at  his  captain,  swearing  he  would 
kill  him.  Fannon  had  stretched  his  slight  form  on 
the  sward,  and  was  resting  with  his  elbow  on  the 
ground  and  his  hand  under  his  head.  His  devoted 
followers  were  around  him,  and  he  heard  the  click 
of  their  locks  as  they  cocked  their  rifles.  “Let 
him  alor.e!”  cried  Fannon,  in  his  quick  sharp  tone! 
He  laid  still,  calm  and  self-possessed,  with  his  keen 
dark  eyes  fixed  on  the  raging  lieutenant,  as  he  made 
a tremendous  plunge  at  his  breast.  But  when  the 
stroke  came,  its  object  swerved  away  like  a snake, 
and  the  baffied  man  plunged  his  sword  into  the 
ground.  Quick  as  lightning  Fannon’s  sharp  blade 
passed  through  his  gigantic  frame — "Thus,  and  thus, 
I punish  those  who  disregard  my  authority!'’ — and 
his  eyes  sparkled  like  a serpent’s.  The  man  sank 
to  the  earth  forever. 

But  “Fannon’s  mare”  is  written  at  the  top  of 
this  sheet;  and  she  is  the  heroine  of  this  present 
writing.  Achilles  had  his  Xanthtis  and  Baliusand 
Podargie;  Alexander  had  his  Bucephalus;  McDon- 
old  had  his  Seiim.  Fannon  was  a man  of  blood, 
like  them,  and  like  them  he  had  his  favorite  and 
trusty  charger;  and  Fannon’s  mare  was  worthy  of 
her  owner,  or  “even  a Letter  man.”  He  called  her 
the  Red  Doe,  from  her  resemblance  in  color  to  a 
deer.  She  was  a rare  animal — fleet,  powerful,  in- 
telligent, docile  as  a lamb — and  her  owner  valued 
her,  I dare  say,  above  king  or  country,  or  the  life 
of  Ins  fellow  men.  She  bore  him  proudly  and  fear- 
lessly in  the  bloody  skirmish  or  the  quick  retreat. 
When  he  stood  in  the  noisy  council  of  his  parlizans, 
or  in  the  silent  ambush,  the  faithful  brute  was  by 
his  side,  ever  ready  to  bear  him  whithersoever  he 
would.  But  Fannon  lost  his  mare. 

Down  on  the  east  of  Little  River  the  partisan  and 
some  four  or  five  of  his  followers  one  day  caplmed 
a man  by  the  name  of  Hunter — a whig  from  the 
country  about  Salisbury.  This  was  a sufficient 
cause  of  death,  and  Fannon  told  the  man  he  should 
hang  him.  Hunter  was  evidently  a man  of  the 
times;  but  what  could  he  do,  alone  and  defenceless, 
with  a dozen  bitter  enemies?  It  was  a caseof  com- 
plete desperation.  The  rope  was  ready,  and  a strong 
old  oak  threw  out  its  convenient  branches.  Fan- 
non told  him  he  might  pray,  for  his  time  was  come! 
The  poor  man  kneeled  down  and  seemed  absorbed 
in  his  last  petition  to  a throne  of  mercy.  Fannon 
and  his  men  stood  by;  and  the  trusty  mare  stood 


among  them  with  the  reins  on  her  neck.  They  be- 
gan to  be  impatient  for  their  victim  to  close  his  de- 
votional exercises.  But  they  soon  discovered  that 
there  was  more  of  earth  than  heaven  in  Hunter’s 
thoughts;  for  he  ‘suddenly  sprang  on  Fannon’s  mare, 
bowed  his  head  down  on  her  powerlul  neck,  pressed 
his  heels  on  her  flanks  and  darted  away  like  the 
w’ind. 

The  tory  rifles  were  levelled  in  a moment — 
“Shoot  high!  shoot  high!”  cried  Fannon — “save 
my  mare!”  The  sings  all  whistled  over  Hunter’s 
back,  save  one  that  told  with  unerring  aim,  which 
lore  and  battered  his  shoulder  dreadfully.  He  reded 
on  his  saddle  and  felt  sick  at  heart;  but  hope  was 
before  him — death  behind,  and  he  nerved  himseif 
for  the  race.  On  lie  sped.  Through  woods,  and 
ravines,  and  brambles  did  that  powerlul  mare  carry 
him,  safely  and  swiftly.  They  followed  him  by  the 
trail  of  blood  from  Lis  wounded  shoulder.  He 
came  to  Little  River;  there  was  no  ford;  the  bank 
was  high,  and  a deep  place  in  the  stream  betore 
him.  But  the  foe  came — he  drew  the  rein  and 
clapped  his  heels  to  her  sides,  and  that  gallant  mare 
plunged  recklessly  into  the  stream.  She  snorted 
in  the  spray  as  she  rose,  pawed  the  yielding  wave, 
arched  her  beautiful  mane  above  the  surface,  and 
skimmed  along  like  a wild  swan.  Hunter  turned 
her  down  stream  in  the  hope  of  evading  his  pur- 
suers, and  she  reared  and  dashed  through  the  splash- 
ing waters  of  the  shoal,  like  lightning  in  the  storm 
cloud. 

But  Fannon  was  on  the  trail,  and  rushing  down 
tlie  bank  with  all  the  mad  energy  that  the  loss  of 
his  favorite  could  inspire.  Hunter  turned  the  mare 
to  the  opposite  bank;  it  was  steep — several  feet  of 
perpendicular  rock — but  she  planted  herself  on  the 
shore  at  a bound;  and  then  away  she  flew  over  the 
interminable  forest  of  pines,  straight  and  swift  as 
an  arrow — that  admirable  mare! 

On  and  on  did  the  generous  brute  Lear  her  mas- 
ter’s foeman,  till  the  pursuers  were  left  hopelessly 
behind.  Late  in  the  evening  Hunterrode  into  Salis- 
bury, had  fhe  slug  extracted  from  his  shoulder,  and 
after  lingering  sometime  with  the  effects  of  his 
wound  and  excitement,  finally  got  well.  And  that 
gallant  mare,  that  had  done  him  such  good  service, 
he  kept  and  cherished  till  she  died  of  old  age. 


TERRIBLE  SHIPWRECKS  AND  INDIAN 
MASSACRES. 

Brunswick,  ( Georgia,)  Oct.  4. 

Latest  from  Florida.  By  the  U.  S.  revenue 
cutter  Madison,  capt.  Howard,  which  arrived  just 
as  the  impression  of  this  day’s  paper  was  completed, 
we  hear  of  a more  extensive  loss  of  life  and  prop- 
erty than  wras  ever  before  effected  in  a single  hur- 
ricane upon  tlie  southern  coast.  Between  thirty 
and  Forty  vessels  are  said  to  have  been  lost  upon 
the  Bahama  Banks  on  the  7th  of  September,  and 
the  hurricane  is  represented  to  have  been  more 
terrific  than  was  ever  before  know n in  those  lati- 
tudes. No  particle  of  canvass  could  withstand  the 
force  of  the  gale,  and  the  survivors  represent  that 
the  bare  masts  and  spars  were  blown  out  of  stanch 
and  new  vessels.  And  besides  the  extraordinary 
horrors  of  shipwreck  upon  a desert  shore,  many  of 
the  numerous  survivors  of  the  wrecks  upon  the 
Florida  coast,  after  their  escape  from  the  horrible 
battle  of  the  elements,  only  reached  the  land  lo 
meet  a more  frightful  death  in  massacre  by  the  In- 
dians of  Cape  Florida. 

We  give  the  following,  which  are  all  the  few 
particulars  of  the  wrecks  that  we  have  as  yet  as- 
certained. 

The  ship  Kentucky , New  York  and  New’  Or- 
leans packet,  was  lost  on  Gun  Key,  Bahamas;  a 
total  wreck,  but  passengers  and  crew  all  saved. 

The  hermaphrodite  brig  Victory,  Dunham,  mas- 
ter, was  also  lost  on  Gun  Key;  a total  loss  of  vessel 
and  cargo.  Crew  and  passengers  saved. 

We  have  the  following  from  the  South  Floridian 
of  the  loth  ult. 

The  French  brig  Courier  de  Tampico,  Jule  Julian, 
from  Havana,  bound  (o  Bordeaux,  with  a cargo  ot 
sugar,  segars,  &c.  was  driven  ashore  in  tlie  night 
of  the  7.tb,  about  twelve  miles  north  of  Cape  Flori- 
da light;  only  seven  out  of  sixteen  souls  saved — 
brig  and  cargo  totally  lost.  The  survivors,  rescued 
from  the  devouring  ocean  were  soon  visited  by  a 
large  party  of  armed  Indians,  who  spared  their  lives 
because  they  were  Frenchmen,  saying  that  they 
only  killed  Americans.  The  captain  and  the  six 
other  survivors  were  taken  from  the  beacli  after  tlie 
gale  was  over,  by  a smack  from  the  north,  bound  to 
this  place. 

The  brig  Alma,  Thomas,  of  Portland,  Maine, 
from  St.  Jago,  went  ashore  about  the  same  time, 
and  near  the  same  place.  Every  man  on  board  ex- 
cept one,  a Dutchman,  teas  massacred  by  the  Indians. 
He  was  spared  at  the  time  oi  tlie  general  slaughter, 
I and  subsequently  hid  himself  in  the  hold  of  the 
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brig.  During  all  one  day  and  night  the  Indians 
kept  up  a horrible  pow  wow  aboard  the  brig;  they 
were  about  fifty  in  number.  The  next  day  the  In- 
dians left  the  brig  for  a short  time,  when  the  poor 
man  crept  out  of  his  hiding  place,  discovered  and 
hailed  the  wrecking  sloops  America  and  Mount 
Vernon,  and  by  them  was  taken  otf;  the  Indians 
again  appearing  in  sight  after  he  had  left  the  brig. 
The  Indians  will  wreck  the  brig. 

[We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  there  are 
two  more  survivors  of  the  wreck  of  the  Alma,  who 
are  now  on  board  the  Madison,  at  this  port,  viz. 
Eleazer  Wyer  and  Samuel  Cainmett,  both  of  Port- 
land. Wyer  was  shot  through  the  thigh  and  hand, 
but  has  nearly  recovered.] 

The  brig  Export  and  a ship  went  ashore  at  the 
same  time  nearly  otf  Cajsar’s  creek.  The  master 
and  crew  of  the  brig  have  arrived  at  this  place  in 
the  wrecking  sloop  Globe. 

The  sloop  Globe  and  smack  Splendid  have  saved 
about  300  boxes  of  sugar  from  tile  brig. 

[We  are  informed  by  captain  Howard,  of  the 
Madison,  who  examined  the  wreck  said  to  be  the 
Thracian,  that  he  is  of  opinion  that  sufficient  evi- 
dence does  not  exist  of  its  identity  with  that  ves- 
sel. None  of  the  crew  of  the  ship  in  question  were 
saved.  She  was  evidently  a new  Boston  built  ship. 
She  had  on  board  a locomotive  engine  named  “Cam- 
dex,”  directed  to  Hyde  Sc  Comstock,  New  Orleans. 
The  rest  of  her  cargo  seemed  to  consist  of  domes- 
tic goods,  bar,  and  tire  iron,  a carriage,  saddles  and 
harness,  nails  and  machinery.] 

The  sloops  Alabama,  Dread,  and  Caution,  of  1 Mys- 
tic, bound  to  this  port,  drove  ashore  and  lost  in  the 
same  gale.  The  only  survivor  yet  ascertained  is 
Joseph  Noble.  They  went  ashore  near  the  French 
brig  Courier.  Noble  escaped  from  the  Indians  and 
joined  the  French  crew.  When  the  Indians  came 
up  with  the  French  crew,  he  passed  himself  otf  as 
one  of  their  number,  and  thus  saved  his  life.  No- 
ble has  arrived  at  this  place,  and  gives  the  names 
of  the  persons  on  board  the  sloops — all  of  whom  are 
doubtless  lost  except  himself.  On  board  the  sloop 
Alabama — Captain  Prentice  Parks,  Samuel  Wel- 
cher,  jr.,  John  Parker,  John  Dean,  and  Joseph  No- 
blj.  On  board  the  Dread — Francis  P.  Helmes, 
Solomon  Burner,  George  Fish,  James  Reynolds, 
Benjamin  Phillips,  and  Charles,  a colored  man. 
On  board  sloop  Caution — Captain  D.  P.  Helmes, 
Geo.  Richmond,  (lost  overboard  before  the  gale,) 
Nat,  a Portuguese,  Albert  Spaulding,  Nathan  Fish, 
Latham  Brightman,  and  Tom  Crandle,  a mulatto. 

The  schooner  Caroline,  of  Key  West,  lying  at 
anchor  at  Caesar’s  creek,  during  the  gale  drove 
from  her  moorings  out  on  the  reef,  struck,  and 
sunk.  Master  and  crew  all  lost.  The  following 
are  their  names:  Joseph  B.  Williams,  master,  Hen- 
ry Packer,  mate,  John  St.  Martin,  John  Murphy, 
James  Bennet,  John  Gray,  James  Savey,  William 
Dillinow. 

The  schooner  Caledonia, , from  Havana, 

bound  to  New  Orleans,  with  a cargo  of  sugar,  cof- 
fee, and  segars,  was  totally  lost  on  the  Colorados, 
on  or  about  the  8th  Sept.  Fate  of  the  crew  un- 
known. 

The  revenue  cutter  Campbell,  and  the  United 
States  schooner  Wave,  then  lying  in  our  harbor, 
immediately  upon  hearing  of  the  disastrous  intelli- 
gence above  given,  got  under  way  and  proceeded 
for  the  Cape.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  if  there  should  be 
any  wandering  survivors  left,  they  may  speedily 
be  restored  to  their  friends. 

The  boats  of  the  United  States  schooners  Madi- 
son, Wave,  and  Campbell  examined  the  Keys  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Cape,  in  the  hope  of  rescuing 
survivors,  but  we  regret  to  say  that,  with  the  above 
exception  of  the  two  survivors  of  the  Alma,  none 
are  known  to  be  saved.  The  boats  of  the  Wave 
and  Campbell  attacked  a party  of  fifteen  Indians, 
who  were  plundering  the  French  brig,  but  suc- 
ceeded in  killing  but  four  of  their  number. 

Th>*  Madison  brings  the  further  intelligence  of 
the  loss  of  the  schooner  Forrest,  of  Lubec,  loaded 
with  live  oak.  She  struck  on  the  reef  about  the 
13th  ul t.  one  day  out  of  Key  West,  arid  sunk.  The 
crew  and  passengers  returned  to  Key  West  in  her 
boats. 

Tiie  works  left  by  the  troops  at  Key  Biscayne 
were  burnt  by  the  Indians  about  the  last  of  August. 
The  government  hospitals  and  barracks  on  Cape 
Sable  have  also  been  burnt. 

The  Madison  is  now  on  her  way  from  Pensacola 
to  her  station  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  Officers  and 
crew  all  well.  She  has  stopped  at  this  port  for 
wood  and  water,  and  sails  immediately.  [Advocate. 

More  shipwrecks.  By  the  General  Dudley  steam- 
packet,  arrived  at  Charleston  the  3d  instant  from 
Nassau,  via  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  we  have  further 
particulars  of  disasters  by  the  late  gales. 

The  cargo  of  the  ship  Kentucky  has  been  mostly 
saved,  though  much  damaged. 


I Am.  ship  Havana,  Ellis,  from  New  York  for  Ha- 
vana, totally  wrecked  on  the  north  of  Abaco;  none 
I of  the  crew  lost,  part  of  her  cargo  saved,  in  a da- 
maged slate. 

Ain.  bark  Ella  Hand,  Groebe,  from  Philadelphia 
for  New  Orleans.  During  the  gale  she  broke  her 
back,  and  finally  arrived  at  Stirrups  Key  under 
jury-masts,  and  anchored;  the  remainder  of  the 
cargo  will  be  saved,  in  a damaged  state;  no  lives 
lost. 

Am.  brig  Victory,  Dunham,  from  Pensacola  for 
New  York,  was  totally  lost  on  Cat  Keys,  (Baha- 
mas.) Manuel  Portland,  James  Manning,  and  a 
boy,  passengers,  were  lost,  the  remainder  of  the 
passengers  and  crew,  after  suffering  great  priva- 
tions for  23  hours  on  the  wreck,  were  taken  olf  and 
brought  to  Nassau.  The  cargo  and  specie  to  the 
amount  of  $30,000,  together  with  every  thing  be- 
longing to  the  passengers  and  crew,  lost. 

Am.  brig  Atlas,  Dearing,  from  Portland  for  Gun 
Key,  Geo.  Blackstone,  seaman,  lost;  remainder  of 
the  crew  saved,  and  part  of  her  cargo,  damaged. 

Brig  Pauiiner,  of  Portland,  abandoned  and  dis- 
masted at  sea,  N.  E.  of  Abaco. 

Br.  brig  James  Hunter,  from  Nassau  to  Balti- 
more, was  disabled,  and  put  back. 

Schr.  Telfair,  Pratt,  from  New  York  for  Apa- 
lachicola, totally  lost  on  the  north  of  Abaco;  pas- 
sengers and  crew  saved,  and  part  of  the  cargo,  in 
a damaged  state. 

Schr.  Franklin,  String,  of  and  from  Philadelphia 
for  New  Orleans,  together  with  cargo,  totally  lost; 
passengers  and  crew  saved. 

Schr.  Butterfly,  of  and  from  Baltimore,  was  to- 
tally lost  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Nas- 
sau; crew  saved,  cargo  mostly  saved,  partially 
damaged. 

Schr.  Polly,  of  Wilmington,  totally  lost  at  Exu- 
ma;  crew  saved. 

Schr.  Handy,  Post,  of  and  from  New  York,  dis- 
masted off  Charleston,  just  arrived  at  Nassau  under 
jury-masts;  will  be  repaired. 

Brig  Victress,  West,  of  New  York,  from  Mobile 
for  New  York,  dismasted  otf  the  Brimin  islands, 
and  much  injured  in  the  hull.  The  greater  part  of 
the  passengers  and  crew  of  the  above  vessels  to 
leave  for  New  York  on  the  25th  in  the  brig  Colum- 
bia. 

Capt.  Post,  of  the  schr.  Handy,  reports  having 
passed  a ship  and  two  brigs  dismasted  on  the  24th. 

Off  Manfanilla  reef  passed  a large  brig  dismasted 
and  abandoned;  could  not  ascertain  her  name. 


THE  MORMON  DIFFICULTIES. 

From  the  Columbia  (Mo.)  Patriot  of  the  22  d ult. 

The  true  secret  of  the  excitement  against  the 
Mormons,  it  is  shrewdly  suspected,  lies  in  the  de- 
sire to  keep  them  off  some  of  the  fine  lands  in  Car- 
roll,  Daviess,  and  the  counties  adjoining  Cald- 
well. They  have  settled  some  rich  farms  which 
are  very  tempting  to  the  cupidity  of  some  citizens, 
who  think  by  raising  an  outcry  against  them  and 
exciting  them  to  violence  they  may  be  driven  off 
and  their  lands  be  portioned  ’ out  to  other  hands. 
Such  we  believe  to  be  the  very  worthy  purpose  at 
the  bottom  of  all  this  outcry,  and  to  aid  in  carrying 
this  laudable  design  into  effect  can  but  be  the  ulti- 
mate result,  though  perhaps,  undersigned,  of  the 
movement  of  troops  now  against  the  Mormons. 

In  addition  to  this  w’e  annex  the  more  conclusive 
testimony  of  a committee  sent  by  the  citizens  of 
Chariton  county  to  investigate  the  state  of  the  diffi- 
culty in  the  Green  river,  counties.  The  report  is 
follow's: 

Keylesville,  Sept,  10,  1833. 

To  the  citizens  of  Chariton; 

The  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  on  the 
3d  inst.  have  to-day  returned  from  the  neigborhood 
of  the  Mormon  difficulties,  and  left  the  Mormons 
begging  for  peace.  Joseph  Smith  and  Lyman 
Wight  came  before  judge  King  on  Friday  last  for 
trial,  and  bound  with  security  in  the  sum  of  $1,000 
each,  to  appear  at  the  next  regular  term  of  the  court 
for  further  trial.  The  crime  seems  (from  the  evi- 
dence) only  to  have  been  the  taking  of  an  armed 
force  into  the  county  of  Daviess,  which  the  Mor- 
mons say  they  were  led  to  do,  from  hearing  that 
two  of  their  church  had  been  killed  at  the  election, 
and  that  the  citizens  of  Daviess  had  refused  to  suf- 
fer them  to  be  buried  until  a mob  could  be  raised  to 
drive  the  balance  out  ofthe  county:  but  on  that  on 
their  arrival  in  the  county  they  learned  that  nobody 
had  been  killed.  They  then  called  at  Adam  Black’s, 
to  learn  w'hethera  mob  would  be  raised,  as  had  been 
reported;  when  Mr.  Black  assured  them  that  he  had 
not  nor  would  not  attach  himself  to  any  mob.  Mr. 
Black  was  then  requested  to  give  up  his  statement 
in  writing;  he  refused  to  sign  the  instrument  pre- 
sented to  him  by  one  of  the  company,  but  drew  an 
instrument  himself  and  signed  it,  which  was  to  this 
effect,  that  he  was  bound  to  support  the  constitu- 


tion of  this  state  and  ofthe  United  States;  and  that 
he  was  not  nor  would  not  attach  himself  to  mob, 
nor  w'ould  not  molest  the  Mormons  il  they  did  not 
molest  him.  Mr.  Black  says,  that  Mr.  Smith  may 
have  said  that  he  would  not  he  forced  to  sign  any: 
and  Mr.  Smith  proves  that  he  assured  Mr.  Black 
that  he  should  not  be  forced  to  sign  any  instrument 
ol  writing  but  that  he  requested  it  as  a favor. 

Messrs.  Smith  and  Wight  say  that  they  have  at 
all  times  been  willing  to  give  themselves  up  to  an 
officer,  to  administer  law,  but  not  willing  to  be 
taken  by  a mob  who  were  threatening  their  lives 
daily,  and  wdio  were  endeavoring  to  drive  them 
from  the  county,  after  having  sold  to  the  Mormons 
their  improvements.  There  were  great  fears  mani- 
fested by  the  citizens  of  Daviess,  that  if  the  Mor- 
mons gave  themselves  up  to  be  tried  by  the  law  it 
would  allay  the  difficulty.  The  citizens  insist  that 
the  Mormons  are  disagreeable  neighbors,  and  that 
they  are  not  willing  to  live  in  the  county  with  them. 
The  Mormons  have,  perhaps,  become  the  majority 
ol  Daviess  county. 

The  committee  have  thought  proper,  to  take 
from  Messrs.  Smith  and  Rigdon  the  following  certi- 
ficates. 

“We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  learned  that  a 
Mr.  Nathan  Marsh  has  certified  that  the  people 
some  time  called  Mormons  have  ingratiated  them- 
selves with  the  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
the  Indians  to  commit  depredations  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state,  w hich  certificate  of  Marsh  (as  re- 
presented to  us)  is  utterly  false.  We  have  never 
had  any  communication  with  the  Indians  on  any 
subject;  and  we,  and  all  the  Mormon  church,  as 
we  believe,  entertain  the  same  feelings  and  fears 
towards  the  Indians  that  are  entertained  by  other 
citizens  of  this  state.  We  are  friendly  to  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  this  state  and  of  the  United 
States,  and  wish  to  see  them  enforced. 

JOSEPH  SMITH,  jr. 

SIDNEY  RIGDON.” 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day 
of  September,  A.  D.  1838. 

ELIAS  HIGBEE. 


one  or  me  justices  or  uie  county  court  within 
and  for  Caldwell  county. 

STIRLING  PRICE, 

EDGAR  FLORY.' 


Committee. 


Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we  have  received  the 
Missouri  Watchman  of  the  27th  nit.  which  con- 
tains the  following: 

The  Mormon  war  ended — return  of  the  volunteers. 
Before  we  had  an  opportunity  to  announce  the  de- 
parture ofthe  volunteers  of  this  count}',  for  the  seat 
of  the  Mormon  war,  we  are  greeted  with  their  re- 
turn. An  express  met  them  a few  miles  beyond 
Boonville,  which  caused  this  retrograde  movement. 
The  difficulty  with  the  Mormons  is  amicably  set- 
tled and  quiet  restored. 


REVOLUTION  IN  PORTO  RICO. 

A correspondent  of  the  New  York  Express 
writes  as  follows,  under  date  of 

Havana,  2d  September. 

Peace  and  good  order  prevail  throughout  the  is- 
land, yet  our  political  situation  bears  a gloomy  as- 
pect. Five  or  six  weeks  have  elapsed  since  we 
received  the  news  of  revolutionary  movements  in 
Porto  Rico,  and  it  is  now  four  weeks  since  eiMit 
hundred  men  ofthe  battalion  of  Catalonia,  have  been 
despatched  to  that  island;  but  so  great  is  the  despo- 
tism under  which  we  live,  that  the  public  papers 
have  not  dared  to  give  an  account  of  the  events 
which  have  passed  in  our  sister  colony.  We  learn 
by  private  letters,  that  a few  respectable  inhabi- 
tants irritated  by  the  tyrannical  conduct  of  their 
governor  general  Lopez  Banos,  attempted  to  gain 
over  the  garrison,  with  the  intention  of  declaring 
their  independence. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th  July  last,  Porto  Rico 
was  declared  to  have  been  a republic,  but  the  re- 
publican party  had  been  betrayed  some  days  pre- 
viously, and  not  being  supported  by  public  opinion, 
their  plans  were  easily  disconcerted,  by  the  arrest 
of  twelve  soldiers  and  four  or  five  sargeants  and 
corporals.  On  the  day  following  the  arrest  of  these 
individuals,  an  aid-de-camp  and  another  respecta- 
ble person  were  imprisoned  by  order  ofthe  captain 
general.  The  Moro  castle  was  at  the  time  in  the 
hands  of  two  companies  of  native  militia,  who  were 
performing  garrison  duty,  and  as  the  regular  sol- 
diers were  bribed  with  ease,  there  would  have  been 
no  difficulty  whatever,  in  expelling  the  Spanish 
European  authorities,  if  such  had  been  the  wish  of 
the  people  of  Porto  Rico. 

As  far  as  we  can  learn  nine-tenths  of  the  inhabi- 
tants are  opposed  to  throwing  off  the  allegiance, 
unless  the  European  government  should  refuse  to 
recall  the  present  governor.  At  present,  therefore, 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  maintaining  the  peace  of 
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the  colony,  and  if  it  had  been  expedient  to  make  an  i 
example  of  one  or  two  military  ringleaders,  for  vio- 
lating their  oath  of  fidelity,  such  a measure  could 
have  been  carried  into  eli'ect,  without  any  appre- 
hension of  resistance,  because  public  opinion  ivas 
and  is  in  favour  of  loyally  lo  Ihe  mother  country. 

It  appears  that  no  person  in  Porto  Rico  felt  the 
slightest  alarm  during  the  late  movement,  except 
the  governor.  Not  a shop  was  closed,  the  ladies 
walked  about  without  fear,  and  even  the  blithe 
school  girls  did  not  think  of  remaining  at  home. 
Yet  such  is  the  timidity  of  general  Lopez  Banos, 
that  he  made  an  urgent  application  to  the  govornor 
of  Havana  for  three  thousand  troops  to  be  sent 
without  delay,  in  order,  as  he  says,  to  be  able  to 
commence  with  safety , the  execution  of  the  guilty 
prisoners. 

When  timid  men  find  themselves  possessed  of 
overwhelming  power,  their  cruelty  knows  no 
bounds.  From  this  fact  and  from  the  expressions 
just  cited,  we  fear  much  that  a sanguinary  scene 
will  be  enacted  in  Porto  Rico,  after  the  arrival  of  the 
reinforcement  which  has  been  sent  from  this  place. 

The  late  attempt  at  revolution  has  been  caused  by 
the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the  governor,  and  particu- 
larly by  his  despotic  enforcement  of  the  Joan  re- 
quired by  Spain.  It  is  stated,  that  when  the  depu- 
ties of  Porlo  Pico  were  assembled  to  deliberate  on 
the  method  of  raising  the  loan  which  the  Spanish 
government  required,  Don  Esteban  Domenico,  the 
deputy  from  Ponce  in  his  address  to  that  body, 
stated,  “that  the  island  was  in  a distressing  situa- 
tion, and  that  the  amount  of  specie  which  the  go-  i 
vernor  demanded  should  be  remitted  to  Spain,  was 
nearly  double  the  sum  of  the  whole  circulating  me- 
dium.” 

He  was  rudely  interrupted  by  the  governor,  who 
was  present,  and  who  informed  him  abruptly,  that 
the  deputies  were  not  called  together  to  point  out 
difficulties,  but  that  they  were  required  to  state  in 
what  manner  the  sum  demanded  as  a loan,  could 
be  raised,  and  that  it  must  be  obtained.  Thus,  his 
excellency  made  it  appear,  that  the  queen’s  govern- 
ment was  acting  with  hypocrisy,  and  that,  under 
the  false  name  of  a loan,  the  free  anil  constitutional 
authorities  would  insultingly  attempt  to  extort  from 
the  inhabitants  a sum  of  money  w hich  they  had  not 
the  means  of  paying. 

The  insult  which,  general  Lopez  Banos,  thus  of- 
fered to  don  Esteban,  was  made  known  through  the 
island,  with  the  rapidity  of  electricity,  and  in  a few 
days  it  was  evident  that  the  most  loyal  men  began 
to  feel  a degree  of  distrust  towards  the  government. 
Two  individuals  have  also  been  banished  without 
trial,  and  one  of  them  was  not  even  informed  of  the 
nature  of  the  charges  against  him. 

These  acts  have  caused  a gloom  throughout  the 
Island  of  Porto  Rico,  w'hose  peaceful  inhabitants, 
have  never  witnessed  such  despotic  proceedings, 
under  the  old  arbitrary  government. 


SCENES  IN  LONDON. 

MESSRS.  STEVENSON,  HAMILTON  AND  O’CONNELL. 

“ Long’s  hotel,  London,  Aug.  15,  1838. 

“Dear  sir:  Knowing  the  deep  interest  which 
you  feel  in  every  thing  which  concerns  the  Ameri- 
can minister,  I hasten  to  encloseyou,  by  the  packet 
of  to-morrow,  from  Liverpool,  his  correspondence 
with  Mr.  O’Connell.  [See  page  61.] 

•‘You  w ill  of  course  have  seen  the  reported  brutal 
outrage  which  the  Irish  Caliban  made  on  both  our 
country  and  Mr.  Stevenson,  on  the  first  of  August, 
at  Birmingham,  where  the  abolition  of  the  negro 
apprenticeship  in  the  British  West  Indies  was  cele- 
brated with  the  very  extraordinary  manifestations 
of  blackguardism  and  abuse. 

“As  Mr.  O’Connell,  however,  had  publicly  avow- 
ed, from  the  fact  of  his  having  once  accidentally 
killed  his  man,  (free,  doubtless,  even  of  the  crime 
of  homicide,  as  I question,  from  his  valor,  whether 
he  ever  took  sight  at  his  opponent,)  that  he  will 
not  fight,  w hilst  he  claims  a special  immunity  and 
impunity  to  abuse  every  man,  not  alone  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  but  the  whole  world;  1 was  satisfied  that 
no  satisfaction  could  have  been  obtained  even  by 
this  course.  I therefore  readily  consented  to  a plan 
which  enabled  Mr.  O’C.  to  lie  himself  out  of  the 
difficulty — which  he  has  successfully  accomplished, 
at  an  expense  which,  considering  the  small  amount 
of  character  which  the  rint  master  of  Ireland  has 
left,  he  could  ill  afford. 

“That  Mr.  O’Connell  not  only  used  the  language 
reported  and  attributed  to  him  in  the  London  Sun 
and  Spectator,  but  was  more  offensive,  there  can  be 
no  doubt. 

“I  shall  not  leave  England  without  going  to  Bir- 
mingham, investigating  the  facts,  and  fixing  the  lie 
iipon  his  brUss  in  indelible  characters. 

“Indeed  it  is  said  that  he  made,  likewise,  in  his 
speech,  an  outrageous  attack  on  the  character  of  the 
great  parent  of  our  country — a man,  the  purity  of 


whose  memory  is  outraged  by  the  very  approach  of 
such  a vulgar  miscreant  as  O’Connell  unquestiona- 
bly is. 

“The  moment  Mr.  Stevenson  read  Mr.  O’Con- 
nell’s speech,  he  hastened  to  my  lodgings,  and  re- 
quested me  to  convey  such  a message  to  Mr.  O’- 
Connell as  should  leave  no  doubt  of  its  import.  As 
I was  perfectly  aware,  it  he  placed  himself  in  the 
hands  of  this  patriot,  (who  is  as  false  to  his  friends  as 
he  is  mean  and  treacherous  to  his  enemies,)  some 
unfair  advantage  would  be  taken,  and  that  if  Mr. 
S.  and  myself  were  not  handed  over  to  the  police, 
a message  would  only  irritate  a fresh  cataract  of 
Billingsgate  from  the  most  copious  fountain  of  low 
vituperation  any  where  to  be  found  in  her  majesty’s 
dominions — in  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  I was 
so  fortunate  as  to  have  the  counsels  of  that  gallant 
and  intelligent  officer  of  our  navy,  capt.  Matthew 
C.  Perry,  and  of  Dr.  M’Cauley,  of  Maryland,  a 
gentleman  who  is  also  so  highly  esteemed  and  so 
advantageously  known  by  us  all  at  home,  who  both 
happened  accidentally  to  be  in  London.  These 
gentlemen  suggested  to  me,  from  a much  better 
knowledge  ot  Mr.  O’Connell’s  character  than  I pos- 
sessed myself,  that  he  ought  to  be  approached  in 
the  form  of  an  inquiry,  in  the  first  instance,  whe- 
ther the  report  of  his  speech  was  correct — and  if  he 
avowed  it,  that  then  I should  wait  upon  him  with 
an  open  letter,  to  ask  whether  he  held  himself  re- 
sponsible, according  to  the  sense  in  which  such  re- 
sponsibility is  acknowledged,  for  ar.  outrage  unpro- 
voked and  monstrous  upon  the  feelings  of  a gentle- 
man beating  so  high  and  distinguished  a personal 
and  official  relation  to  his  own  government  as  the 
minister  of  the  United  States.  If  he  did  avow 
such  a responsibility,  at  once  to  tender  him  a pe- 
remptory challenge,  without  an  “if”  or  “but”  in 
the  whole  context,  in  strict  conformity  to  the  in- 
structions of  my  principal. 

“Many  very  worthy  persons  in  our  own  country, 
who  are  ever  very  sensitive  on  all  subjects  con- 
nected with  a delicate  sense  of  honor,  may  share 
with  the  universal  sentiment  of  England,  that  a man 
who,  like  O’Connell,  has  been  voted  by  a large  ma- 
jority of  the  house  of  commons  a public  calumni- 
ator, is  beneath  the  notice  of  a gentleman;  and  I 
assure  you,  this  opinion  is  beginning  to  obtain  such 
general  authority  here,  that  no  member  of  parlia- 
ment would  any  more  think  of  calling  the  great 
beggar-man  out,  than  the  shabby  mendicant  who 
stands  at  the  door  of  St.  Stephen’s,  and  begs  “your 
honor  for  a penny.”  But  both  Mr.  Stevenson  and 
myself  know  w'hat  Virginia  asks  and  expects  of  her 
sons — at  least,  that  they  should  at  all  times  show  a 
willingness  to  resent  any  indignity  offered  abroad 
to  their  country  in  their  own  person. 

“If  the  correspondence  has  taken  a turn  w hich 
would  have  rendered  it  necessary  for  me  in  person 
to  have  borne  a message  to  Mr.  O’Connell  for  Mr. 
Stevenson,  I had  determined  to  have  taken  captain 
Perry  with  me  as  a witness;  for  Mr.  O’Connell  is, 
I am  told,  always  surrounded  by  a goodly  portion 
of  his  tail,  in  the  shape  of  ruffians,  only  inferior  in 
brutality  to  their  great  prototype.  Without  pro- 
voking the  slightest  aggression  in  our  feelings  or 
persons,  we  should  nevertheless  have  been  prepared 
to  have  met  it.  We  should  have  endeavored  in  this 
contingency  to  have  made  ourselves  as  ugly  custo- 
mers as  possible  to  the  immaculate  patriot  and  his 
disciples- — to  w hich  we  could  have  held  some  claim, 
as  both  captain  Perry  and  myself  have,  in  avoirdu- 
pois, about  as  much  Irish  blood  in  our  veins  as  the 
i august  Milesian  himself. 

“If,  however,  in  an  Irish  scrimmage,  I had  acci- 
dentally stopped  his  wind,  I feel  satisfied  my  es- 
cape would  have  been  connived  at  by  the  English 
people;  for  I should  have  entitled  myself,  by  this 
act,  to  their  everlasting  gratitude,  for  expelling,  in 
self-defence,  one  of  the  greatest  pests  with  which, 
in  His  inscrutible  wisdom,  the  Almighty  has  boon 
pleased  to  afflict  the  British  empire — a man  who, 
having  extorted  rint  money  from  the  poor  deluded 
paupers  of  his  own  country,  is  selling,  for  a large- 
sized lump  of  whig  patronage  in  Ireland,  the  inter- 
ests of  a people  he  has  dishonored  and  betrayed. 

“I  feel  that  I owe  you  an  apology  for  using  such 
abuse  against  this  man.  But  are' not  our  country 
and  our  countrymen  the  theme  of  his  perpetual,  un- 
ceasing scandal,  more  foul  and  audacious  than  the 
civilized  world  has  ever  witnessed?  If  Ishmael 
strikes,  shall  we  not  strike  too?  No:  Christian 
charity  itself  wrnuld  pardon  a retaliation  so  pro 
voked  and  so  justifiable. 

“I  need  not  say  that  our  friend  has,  in  this,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  acted  in  all  re- 
spects in  a manner  worthy  the  old  commonwealth 
from  which  he  came. 

“I  remain,  dear  sir,  with  sincere  esteem,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

“J.  HAMILTON,  of  S.  C. 

"Thos.  Ritchie , esq. 


“P.  S.  .1  have  negociated  my  South  Carolina 
railroad  loan  for  two  millions  with  great  despatch, 
and  on  the  most  advantageous  terms,  and  have  been 
treated  with  the  utmost  kindness  by  all  persons 
with  whom  I have  had  any  thing  to  do,  in  this 
great  and  glorious  country,  from  which  we  have 
every  reason  to  be  proud  that  we  have  sprung.” 

To  the  editor  of  ihe  New  York  Gazette: 

SrR:  On  my  arrival  in  this  city  a few  days  since 

from  England,  I met  the  publication  of  a letter  I 
addressed  from  London  to  Mr.  Ritchie,  the  editor 
of  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  bearing  date  15th  Au- 
gust, giving  a brief  account  of  the  late  attack  of 
Mr.  O’Connell  on  the  American  Minister  and 
America,  at  the  anti-slavery  meeting  at  Birming- 
ham, on  the  first  of  that  month. 

Allhough  I placed,  at  Mr.  Ritchie’s  option,  the 
privilege  of  publishing  that  letter  or  not,  as  he 
might  deem  proper,  I wished  it  lobe  distinctly  un- 
derstood, that  he  had  my  authority  for  doing  so, 
and  I regret  that  this  should  have  either  been  ques- 
tioned, or  the  authenticity  of  the  communication 
itself.  My  principal  object,  however,  in  making 
this  declaration,  is  to  have  it  likewise  distinctly  un- 
derstood, that  I wrote  the  letter  to  which  I refer, 
w ithout  the  knowledge  or  connivance  of  Mr.  Ste- 
venson in  the  smallest  particular,  as  he  would  be 
utterly  incapable  after  accepting  an  accommodation 
at  the  hands  of  an  adversary,  of  covertly  question- 
ing the  truth  on  which  it  was  founded. 

As,  however,  I bore  no  relation  to  Mr.  O’Con- 
nell of  any  kind,  either  personal  or  official,  as  I 
neither  saw  him  nor  took  to  him  any  message,  ver- 
bal or  otherwise,  I conceive  that  I had  a clear  right 
to  make  what  commentaries  I thought  proper  on  a 
public  correspondence  which  appeared  in  the  pub- 
lic gazettes. 

My  letter  was  written  in  great  haste  and  under  a 
peculiar  excitement,  which  shall  hereafter  be  ex- 
plained. If,  therefore,  I indulged  in  a tone  of 
abuse  too  much  in  the  vein  of  Mr.  O’Connell’s 
own  language  lo  his  opponents,  I admit  it  was  un- 
worthy of  my  country  and  myself,  and  cannot  but 
express  my  regret,  if  such  language  has  given  pain 
even  to  the  most  fastidious  of  my  fellow-citizens, 
as  I conceive  that  it  is  the  duly  of  the  humblest 
man  wdio  goes  abroad  to  feel  that  the  character  of. 
his  country  is  somewhat  in  his  own  custody,  while 
absent  from  his  home. 

I desire  it,  however,  to  be  equally  explicitly  un- 
derstood that  1 specially  except  Mr.  O’Connell  from 
the  benefit  of  this  explanation,  as  I have  no  apology 
to  make  to  him  after  his  atrocious  assault  on  our 
country,  on  the  occasion  to  which  I referred.  That 
he  has  no  such  claim,  I shall  make  sufficiently 
manifest  in  a communication  I propose  addressing 
to  Mr.  Rilchie,  at  a moment  of  greater  leisure,  in 
redemption  of  the  pledge  which  I made  in  my  let- 
ter of  the  15th  August,  when  I promised  that  gen- 
tleman I would  obtain,  at  Birmingham,  the  proofs 
of  the  falsehood  of  which  Mr.  O’Connell  had  been 
guilty,  to  exempt  himself  from  a direct  responsi- 
bility to  Mr.  Stevenson  for  his  most  extraordinary 
and  unjustifiable  outrage  on  that  gentleman.  I beg 
leave  distinctly  to  disavow  all  intention  in  my  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Ritchie  to  treat  the  people  of  Ireland 
with  the  smallest  contumely  or  disrespect.  I che- 
rish for  their  genius  and  courage  too  high  an  admi- 
ration, and  lor  their  sufferings  and  misfortunes,  too 
sincere  a sympathy,  lor  one  instant  to  entertain  a 
feeling  so  entirely  opposed  to  all  the  associations 
and  attachments  of  my  early  life.  I remain,  very 
respectfully, 

Your  obliged,  obedient  servant. 

J.  HAMILTON. 

P.  S.  Those  papers  which  have  published  my 
letter  of  15th  August  to  Mr.  Ritchie,  will  do  me 
the  favor  to  insert  this  card. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Morning  Chronicle: 

Sir:  After  my  departure  from  London,  you  pub- 
lished, at  tlie  instance  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  the  Ameri- 
can ambassador,  a species  of  almost  one-sided  cor- 
respondence which  took  place  between  us.  I have 
been  prevented  by  other  more  important  matters 
from  sooner  making  a few  observations  upon  that 
publication;  and  now,  as  you  gave  it  circulation,  I 
think  I may  rely  upon  your  courtesy  to  insert  my  re- 
marks. 

In  the  first  place  there  had  appeared  in  the  Exa- 
miner a report  of  a speech  of  mine  at  the  great  Bir- 
mingham meeting  on  the  first  of  August,  which 
contained  the  following  paragraph: 

“I  believe  their  very  ambassador  here  is  a slave 
breeder — one  of  those  beings  who  rear  up  slaves  lor 
the  purpose  of  traffic.  Is  it  possible  that  America 
would  send  here  a man  who  traffics  in  blood,  and  who 
is  a disgrace  to  human  nature?  I hope  the  assertion 
is  untrue , but  it  is  right  lo  speak  out.” 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— OCT.  13,  1838— REGISTRY  LAW. 


105 


In  the  next  place,  Mr.  Stevenson,  on  the  9th  of 
August,  wrote  to  me  a letter,  containing  paTt  of  the 
above  paragraph;  that  is,  he  omitted  the  words  which 
I .have  put  in  Italics,  and  which  manifestly  show  that 
the  report  could  not  be  more  accurate,  as  these 
words  made  it  involve  a direct  contradiction.  And 
thus,  having  ascertained  that  the  report  could  not  be 
correct,  he,  with  the  gravity  of  a diplomatist,  put  to 
me  the  single  question,  viz. — whether  the  report  was 
correct  or  not— it  being  thus  impossible  that  he 
should  get  any  other  reply  to  that  question  than  that 
the  report  was  not  correct. 

Of  course,  I answered  his  question  accordingly, — 
namely,  that  the  report  was  not  correct;  but  I refer- 
red expressly  in  reply  to  another  report  of  the  speech 
in  my  possession,  imagining  that  he  would,  upon 
such  reference,  call  for  the  accurate  version. 

Thus  far  it  is  quite  clear  that  no  apology  had  been 
required  or  made.  I am  no  duellist,  and  should, 
therefore,  if  asked,  have  stated  what  l really  did 
say,  abiding  by  it  only  as  far  as  it  was  true,  and  aban- 
doning it  in  any  particular  in  which  it  might  ap- 
pear that  I was  mistaken. 

But  as  I made  Mr.  Stevenson  no  apology,  he  de- 
termined on  making  one  to  himself,  and  accordingly 
he  wrote  a second  letter,  and  in  it  presumed  that  I 
had  made  a disavowal  of  offensive  expressions.  Now, 
this  was  either  fancy  or  diplomacy,  I care  not  which; 
but  it  was  as  gratuitous  a presumption  upon  his  part, 
as  the  reality  would  have  been  unnecessary  upon 
mine. 

However,  as  my  speech  did  contain  an  important 
passage  respecting  the  horrid  traffic,  which,  it  is  as- 
serted, (I  hope  most  untruly,)  Mr.  Stevenson  parti- 
cipates in,  I will  state  the  paragraph  as  it  was  accu- 
rately reported  in  the  Emancipation  newspaper.  I 
do  this  the  rather  to  ali'ord  Mr.  Stevenson,  who 
seems  so  anxious  about  offensive  words , an  opportu- 
nity of  disavowing,  if  he  pleases,  a thing  most  offen- 
sive in  the  sight  of  man  and  in  the  presence  ef  God. 

The  real  paragraph  is  this: 

“It  is  asserted  that  their  very  ambassador  here  is 
a slave  breeder;  one  of  those  beings  who  rear  and 
breed  up  slaves  merely  for  the  purpose  to  traffic.  Is 
it  possible  that  America  would  send  a man  here  who 
traffics  in  blood,  and  who,  if  he  do , would  be  a dis- 
grace to  human  nature?  I hope  the  assertion  is  un- 
true; hut  it  is  right  to  speak  out.” 

Such  was  the  real  passage  in  my  speech.  I des- 
pise duelling,  and  mean  nothing  of  what  is  called 
perspnality;  but  I do  hope  that,  as  Mr.  Stevenson 
lias  already  rushed  into  print,  he  will  give  the  report 
which  I have  above  alluded  to  a distinct  contradic- 
tion. 

It  is  utterly  impossible  that  any  thing  should  exist 
more  horrible  than  the  American  slave  breeding.— 
The  history  of  it  is  this:  The  Americans  abolished 
the  foreign  slave  trade  earlier  than  England,  .but 
with  this  consolation — no  small  comfort  to  so  money- 
loving  a race  as  the  slaveholders — that  by  such  abo- 
lition they  enhanced  the  price  of  the  slaves  then  in 
America,  by  stopping  the  competition  in  the  home 
market  of  the  supply  of  newly-imported  slaves. — 
Why,  otherwise,  was  not  the  home  trade  slopped  as 
well  as  the  foreign?  The  reply  is  obvious. 

To  supply  the  home  slave  trade,  an  abominable,  a 
most  hideous,  most  criminal  and  rnest  revolting  prac- 
tice of  breeding  negroes  exclusively  for  sale  has 
sprung  up,  and  especially,  we  are  told,  in  Virginia. 
There  are  breeding  plantations  for  producing  ne- 
groes, as  there  are  with  us  breeding  farms  for  pro- 
ducing calves  and  lambs.  And  as  eur  calf  and  lamb 
breeders  calculate  the  number  of  males  to  the  flock 
of  the  females,  similar  calculations  are  made  by  ihe 
traffickers  in  human  flesh.  One  instance  was  men- 
tioned to  me  of  a human  breeding  farm  in  America 
which  was  supplied  with  two  men  and  twelve  wo- 
men! Why  should  I pollute  my  page  with  a descrip- 
tion of  all  that  is  immoral  and  infamous  in  such  prac- 
tices? But  only  think  of  the  wretched  mothers 
whom  nature  compels  lo  love  their  children — chil- 
dren lorn  from  them  forever,  just  at  the  period  that 
they  could  requite  their  mother’s  love!  The  wretch- 
ed, wretched  mother!  Who  can  depict  the  mother’s 
distraction,  her  madness?  “But  their  maternal  feel- 
ings are,”  says  a modern  writer,  “treated  with  as 
much  contemptuous  indifference  as  those  of  the  cows 
and  ewes  whose  calves  and  lambs  are  sent  to  Ihe 
English  market.” 

That  it  is  which  stains  the  character  of  the  Ame- 
rican slaveholder,  and  leaves  Ihe  breeder  of  slaves 
the  most  detestable  of  human  beings;  especially 
when  that  slaveholder  is  a republican,  boasting  of 
freedom,  shouting  out  for  liberty,  and  declaring,  as 
the  charter  ol  his  liberal  institutions,  these  are  self- 
evident  truths,  “that  all  men  are  created  equal — 
that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain 
inalienable  rights — that  amongst  these  rights  are 
life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.” 

My  sole  object  in  my  speech  at  Birmingham,  and 
■ ' I-.  ih»  «r  *•.»*. 


land  and  of  Europe  to  all  that  is  cruel,  criminal,  and, 
in  every  sense  of  the  word,  infamous,  in  the  system 
of  negro  slavery  in  North  America.  My  deliberate 
conviction  is,  that  until  that  system  is  abolished,  no 
American  slaveholder  ought  to  be  received  on  a foot- 
ing of  equality  by  any  of  the  civilized  inhabitants  of 
Europe. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

DANIEL  O’CONNELL. 

Darrynam  abbey,  Sept.  13,  183S. 


BALTIMORE  COUNTY  COURT.— REGIS- 
TRY LAW. 

THE  FIFTH  WARD  CASE. 

Ei'om  ihe  Baltimore  Patriot  of  September  25. 

We  give  below  an  application  made  to  Baltimore 
county  court  for  a mandamus  to  three  of  the  registers 
of  this  city,  to  compel  them  to  insert  on  the  registry 
of  voters  the  name  of  an  individual  whom  they  had, 
on  application,  rejected,  aad  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  thereon. 

To  the  honorable  the  judges  t)f  Baltimore  count)' 
court,  the  petition  ofGeorge  Henderson,  of  Baltimore 
county,  respectfully  shovveth  : 

That  your  petitioner  is  a native  citizen  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  and  has  always 
resided  in  the  said  city,  and  that,  on  the  18th  day  of 
September  instant,  lie  did  reside  and  still  resides  in 
said  city,  in  the  fifth  ward,  and  that  he  has  never 
considered  any  other  place  his  home  and  place  of 
residence, ‘but  that  he  was  absent  from  said  city  and 
from  this  state  during  a portion  of  last  summer,  viz  : 
from  29th  May  to  the  7tli  July,  and  that  your  peti- 
tioner was  above  21  years  of  age  on  the  said  18th 
day  of -September.  Yon-r  petitioner  further  sheweth 
that,  on  the  -said  18lh  day  of  September,  he  applied 
to  Charles  Diffenderffer,  Samuel  Wilson,  and  Daniel 

R.  Barry,  the  registers  of  voters  forthe  5th  ward  in 
this  city,  appointed  by  the  governor  of  this  state  un- 
der the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly 
of  Maryland,  passed  at  December  session,  IS37, 
chap.  333,  to  register  your  petitioner  as  a legal  voter 
in  that  ward,  to  Ihe  end  that  your  petitioner  might 
exercise  his  elective  franchise  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  October  next,  and  also,  at  the  same  time  and 
place,  applied  to  them  t-o  admit  him  to  vote  his  sen- 
timents. 

Upon. which  the  court  passed  the  following  order: 

Ordered  by  the  court  this  21st  day  of  September, 
1838,  that  the  said  diaries  Diiienderfter, ‘Samuel  Wil- 
son, and  Daniel  R.  Barry,  shew  cause  why  a mandam- 
us should  not  issue  as  prayed,  if  any  they  have,  and 
that  the.  said  petition  stand  for  hearing  to-morrow 
morning  at  10  o’clock,  provided  a copy -of  said -pe- 
tition and  older  be  served  on  them  this  day,  by  3 
o’clock  P.  M. 

S.  ARCHER', 

J.  PURVIANCE. 

The  answer  and  return  of  Charles  Diffenderffer, 
Samuel  Wilson,  and  Daniel  R.  Barry,  to  Ihe  -petition 
for  a mandamus  by  one  George  Henderson,  upon 
which  this  honorable  court  passed  an  order  nisi  on 
the  21st  instant. 

These  respondents  admit  that  they  were  duly  ap- 
pointed and  qualified  as  registers  of  voters  in  the 
5th  ward -of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Maryland  of  De- 
cember session,  1837,  chap-.  333,  to  which  ttiey  refer, 
and  ask  that  the  same  be  taken  ami  considered  as 
a part  of  this  return.  By  the  Gth  section  of  this  act 
the  respondents  were,  as  they  are  advised,  consti- 
tuted the  exclusive  judges  for  the  purposes  of  said 
act  of  the  title  of  <^iy  and  every  person  claiming  to 
be  registered  under  its  authority,  responsible  only 
to  the  ordinary  civil  and  criminal  remedies  for  any 
violation  of  duty  or  corruption  in  its  discharge.  The 
authority,  by  the  very  words  of  (he  law,  is  that,  of 
those  who  apply  to  them  for  registration,  they  shall 
register  only  such  as  are  known  to  them  to  be  bona 
fide  residents  of  the  ward,  and  who  are  or  will  be 
duly  qualified  to  vote  in  the  cily  of  Baltimore  at  the 
next  election,  according  to  the  constitution  and  Jaws 
ot  Maryland,  and  of  the  United  States,  “ or  who,  if 
not  known  to  the  registers,  shall  prove  such  qualifi- 
cation by  evidence  satisfactory”  to  the  registers.  In- 
asmuch, therefore,  as  (he  petition  slates  a cause  in 
which  this  right  of  deciding,  with  reference  to  the 
petition,  has  been  examined,  and  as  the  respondents 
admit  was  this  case,  they  respectfully  deny  to  Ibis 
court  any  authority  and  jurisdiction  upon  the  subject, 
and  rely  upon  such  decision,  and  pray  to  have  the 
like  benefit  Ihereofi  as  if  the  same  was  technically 
pleaded.  It  is  however  due  to  the  respondents  that 
they  should  state  what  were  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  the  said  decision  was  pronounced,  without 
in  any  way  viewing  their  want  of  jurisdiction  in  1 his 
court  lo  interfere  with  their  judgment  in  the  matter, 
but  continuing  to  rely  upon  same.  These  respond- 
ents further  answering,  stale  that,  on  the  ]2lh  of  the 
resent  month,  the  Petitioner  did  apply  to- 


ents  for  registration,  and  being  personally  unknow 
to  either  of  them,  or  that  lie  possessed  the  prope 
qualifications  for  registering  under  the  said  act  o 
assembly,  they  interrogated  him,  and  the  only  infor- 
mation he  gave  them  was,  as  well  as  they  can  r ecol- 
lect, as  follows  : “ That  Ire  had  been  living  for  two 

months  in  Pennsylvania,  and  only  returned  to  Bal- 
timore in  July  last ; that  he  was  not  employed  to  go 
there  to  perform  any  particular  work,  but  went  to 
look  for  work;  and  that  Iris  reason  for  returning  was, 
lo  use  his -own  language,  ‘ that  he  was  treated  like 
a damned  dog,  and  that  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania 
were  tyrannical,  compelling  a man  to  pa)r  for  vo- 
ting.’ This  explanation  was  any  thing  but  satis- 
factory lo  respondents,  but,  on  the  contrary,  con- 
vinced them  that  his  return  to  the  city  was  the  re- 
sult of  a determination,  formed  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
trot  in  Baltimore,  before  he  emigrated.  The  peti- 
tioner offered  no  evidence  of  any  kind  to  remove  the 
impressions  of  the  -registers,  -although  he  was  told  by 
them  they  were  not  satisfied,  and  although,  as  they 
understood  then  and  now  know,  he  has  a father  in 
the  city,  with  whom  he  lived  before  he  removed  to 
Pennsylvania,  who  could  doubtless  state  Ihe  nature 
■of  his  removal,  as  collected  from  his  declarations  at 
the  lime.  Subsequently,  on  the  18th  instant,  the  pe- 
titioner again  presented  himself  and  claimed  of  res- 
pondents to  register  him;  but  so  far  from  his  then 
offering  any  satisfactory  evidence  of  his  right,  ho 
produced  nothing  but  an  affidavit -of  his  own,  in  ev- 
ery particular  like  the  one  upon  which  the  rule  nisi 
in  the  present  case  was  passed,  and  which,  as  will 
be  seen,  wholly  differs  from  his  first  statement.  So 
far,  consequently,  from  his  convincing  the  respond- 
ents, their  judgment  in  the  matter  of  his  right  to  be 
registered,  they  were  yet  more  convinced  of  the  con- 
trary, and  consequently  again  refused  his  registra- 
tion. Notwithstanding,  however,  these  two  deci- 
sions, these  respondents  would  at  any  time  cheer- 
fully change  their  determination,  if  the  petitioner 
will  produce  evidence,  which  from  the  nalure  of  tb-e 
fact  he  can  easily  procure,  if  his  right  is  well  found- 
ed, that  his  leaving  the  city  was  at  the  time  intended 
to  be  temporary. 

His  associates  must  in  all  probability  know  it  if  it 
was  so,  and  it  must  be  certainly  known  to  his  father. 
Let  them  he  produced,  and,  if  their  examination  is 
satisfactory  upon  the  point,  the  respondents  will  rea- 
dily change  their  present  determination.  Appointed 
to  perform  an  important  duty  under  a constitutional 
act  of  the  legislature  of  their  state,  and  acting  under 
oath  lo  discharge  their  functions  “faithfully  and  ho- 
nestly,” ami  to  observe  in  all  things  the  require- 
ments of  the  constitution -of  the  United  States  and 
the  state  of  Maryland,  arid  (he  laws  of  Ihe  state,  in 
relation  to  elections,  they  should  esteem  themselves 
not  more  obnoxious  to  public  censure  and  reproba- 
tion for  knowingly  depriving  a legal  voter  of  the 
rights  these  laws  guarantee  to  him,  than  by  admitting 
to  their  enjoyment,  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
legal  voter,  one  who  in  their  conscience  they  do  not 
‘believe  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage. 

In  conclusion,  they  pray  to  he  hence  dismissed 
with  costs,  most  wrongfully  incurred. 

Baltimore,  Sept.  22,  1838. 

To  this  return  was  an  affidavit  offhe  respondents 
to  the  truth  of  the  facts  therein  set  forth. 

To  the  said  return,  the  following  exceptions 
were  filed  by  the  petilioner: 

The  said  Henderson  prays  the  court  to  overrule 
(he  objections  taken  by  the  said  Diffenderffer,  Wil- 
son and  Barry,  to  the  said  Henderson’s  applica- 
tion for  a mandamus;  because  the  said  respondents 
admit  that  this  petitioner  is  a native  citizen  of  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  and  (hat  lie  is  a resident  of  this 
city  and  always  has  been. 

Because  the  6aid  respondents  admit  that  when 
this  petitioner  olfered  himself  to  be  registered,  he 
also  offered  to  their  consideration  his  own  affidavit 
of  his  intentions  as  to  his  residence,  and  his  objrct 
in  going  to  Pennsylvania. 

Because  the  said  respondents  admit  that  there 
was  no  evidence  before  the  said  registers  to  rebut 
his- affidavit — Therefore,  (lie  petitioner  prays  that 
said  objections  be  overruled,  and  that  (he  said  writ 
of  mandamus  may  be  issued,  tkc. 

T.  P.  SCOTT,  for  George  Henderson. 

The  following  is  the  affidavit  which  the  petition- 
er offered  to  the  registers  at  the  time  of  his  appli- 
cation, on  the  18th,  lo  be  registered: 

Stale  of  Maryland,  Baltimore  ctiy,  s.  c. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  IStli  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1838,  before  the  subscriber,  a justice  of  Ihe 
peace  in  and  for  said  city,  personally  appeared 
George  Henderson,  a native  of  the  cily  of  Balti- 
more and  state  of  Maryland,  who  made  oath  on  the 
Holy  Evangely  of  Almighty  God,  that  the  afore- 
said city  is  the  place  of  his  permanent  residence, 
and  that  lie  never  intended  to  make  one  in  any 
other  place;  and  during  the  short  stay  in  the  couri- 
considered  it  a temporary  residence,  \e  ith  a 


10G 


WILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— OCT.  13,  1838— REPORT  ON  THE  CURRENCY. 


full  determination  to  return  to  his  home  in  the 
aforesaid  city  of  Baltimore,  and  that  this  was  his 
intention  when  lie  leitsaid  city. 

Sworn  to  before  GEO.  S.  Ei  CHELBERGER. 

To  which  was  attached  the  following  opinion: 
Upon  the  above  statement  of  facts,  we  are  of 
opinion  that  George  Henderson  is  a legal  voter  of 
the  city  of  Baltimore.  We  understand  that  Mr. 
Henderson  was  absent  only  for  a lew  weeks  this 
summer. 

SAMUEL  MOALE, 

WILLIAM  GYVYNN, 

T.  PARKIN  SCOTT. 
Baltimore,  September  IS,  183S. 

J.  P.  Scott,  esq.,  on  the  part  of  Henderson,  con- 
tended: 1.  That  under  the  act  of  1337,  chap. 

333,  the  registers  were  to  perforin  a judicial  duty, 
viz.  to  determine  who  were  the  legal  voters  of  the 
city  of  Baltimore;  that  their  judgment  upon  any 
case  was  subject  to  review  and  correction  by  the 
court;  and  that  it  was  to  be  reviewed  and  cor- 
rected by  mandamus. 

Where  a party  is  injured  by  the  judgment  of  an 
inferior  tribunal,  and  lias  no  other  remedy,  the  court 
will  interfere  by  mandamus — not  to  control  a dis- 
cretion, but  to  overrule  a decision  contrary  to  law. 
Under  the  election  law,  before  the  passage  of  the 
registry  law,  the  legislature  might  review  the  deci- 
sion of  Ihe  judges  of  election,  if  the  judges  of  elec- 
tion excluded  a legal  voter;  but  by  the  registry  law- 
tile  registry  book  is  the  only  evidence  of  the  legal 
qualification  of  the  voters  in  this  cily; — therefore 
the  legislature  cannot  review  the  work  of  the  regis- 
ters, or  of  the  judges,  if  the  registry  law  is  consti- 
1 itional,  and  the  legislature  have  no  judicial  power 
•,  > ximine  into  its  constitutionality. 

f.i.*  plaintiff  then  having  no  other  remedy,  is  en- 
titled to  relief  by  mandamus. 

2.  That  the  return  of  tils  registers  to  the  rule,  to 
shew  cause,  admits  that  the  plaintiff  lias  the  con- 
stitutional qualifications  of  a voter;  and  that  his 
statement  on  oath,  as  to  his  intentions  when  he  left 
the  city,  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  his  intentions, 
and  lliere  being  no  evidence  to  rebut  the  presump- 
tion, tlie  registers  were  bound  by  the  law  to  register 
him  as  a legal  voter. 

T.  Yates  Walsh,  and  R.  Johnson,  esqs.  for  the 
respondents,  said  that  the  return  of  the  respondents 
presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  court  two 
questions; 

1.  Had  the  court  a right  to  interfere  by  manda- 
mus; and 

2.  If  they  had,  was  not  the  decision  of  the  regis- 
ters upon  the  petitioner’s  rigtit  to  vote  correct. 

They  referred  to  the  act  of  1837,  ch.  333,  by 
which  the  registers  were  appointed,  and  said  thal 
by  tile  6th  section  of  that  act  they  were  made  tile 
exclusive  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  persons 
applying  to  be  registered;  that  they  were  to  be  sa- 
tisfied, either  of  their  own  knowledge  or  by  evi- 
dence satisfactory  to  them,  that  the  party  applying 
possessed  the  necessary  qualifications  under  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  state;  that  the  act  did 
not  point  out  to  them  the  particular  kind  of  evi- 
dence they  were  to  receive:  and  tiiat  in  deciding 
upon  the  right  of  such  applicant,  they  were  first  to 
ascertain  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  to  apply  those 
facts  to  the  law;  and  that,  therefore,  the  functions 
which  they  performed  were  judicial,  and  not  mere- 
ly ministerial.  If,  therefore,  these  functions  were 
judicial,  and  not  merely  ministeiial,  this  court 
would  not  interfere  by  mandamus.  They  referred 
to  3 Dallas,  42,  United  State  vs.  Lawrence,  and  to 
Pickering  246.  They  said  that  the  only  cases 
where  superior  courts  interfered  with  inferior  tri- 
bunals by  mandamus,  was  to  compel  them  to  exer- 
cise their  poweis;  in  this  case  the  registers  had  ex- 
ercised their  functions,  and  had  passed  upon  the 
right  of  the  applicant,  and  such  judgment  was  final 
and  conclusive. 

They  said  that  if  the  rourt  interfered  by  manda- 
mus, they  would  usurp  the  powers  of  the  registers; 
that  if  they  compelled  (hem  lo  insert  the  name  of 
the  petitioner  upon  the  registry,  it  would  be  com- 
pelling them  to  record  ttie  judgment  of  this. court, 
and  requiring  them  to  do  an  act  which  their  own 
deliberate  judgments,  awing  under  the  sanction  of 
an  oath,  disapproved  of.  It  would  be  requiring 
them  to  record  the  opinion  of  this  court,  and  not 
their  own. 

They  referred  to  1 Gill  and  Johnson,  135,  Wil- 
liamson vs.  Caman,  to  show  that  where  an  inferior 
tribunal  has  jurisdiction-over  a given  subject,  and 
ins  proceeded  to  exercise  it,  a superior  court  will 
not  interfere  where  it  possesses  no  appellate  or 
supervising  power;  and  also,  2 Harris  & Gill,  41, 
Ilaborg,  adm’r,  vs.  Hammond. 

Upon  tile  second  point  they  contended,  that  the 
facts  of  tile  return  not  being  traversed,  they  were 
admitted  to  be  true.  That  the  return  showed  that 
the  petitioner  had  left  the  city,  not  merely  for  a tem- 


porary purpose,  and  had  consequently  lost  his  resi- 
dence. They  contended  that  residence  in  a particu- 
lar place  may  be  lost  without  one  being  acquired  in 
another.  In  this  case  the  party  had  left  Baltimore 
without  intention  of  returning,  and  that  his  return 
was  the  result  of  a determination  subsequently 
formed;  and  ii  so,  lie  was  clearly  not  entitled  to 
vote,  and  the  registers  were  right  in  refusing  to  re- 
gister his  name. 

Mr.  Scott  followed  in  reply,  and  having  replied 
at  length  to  the  arguments  of  Messrs.  Walsh  and 
Johnson,  and  discussed  fully  the  proposition  laid 
down  by  him  in  his  opening,  the  case  was  submit- 
ted to  the  court,  who  gave  the  following  opinion: 

The  registers  under  the  act  of  1837,  ch.  333,  ex- 
ercise in  part  a ministerial,  and  in  part  a judicial 
duty,  so  far  as  regards  this  determination  that  an 
applicant  for  registry,  is  a resident  of  the  ward  and 
otherwise  qualified  to  vote,  it  is  in  our  judgment  a 
judicial  function  and  the  ministerial  act  the  regis- 
tration of  the  vote  cannot  be  made  by  them  with- 
out the  previous  exercise  of  this  judicial  duty,  on 
their  part,  the  act  of  assembly  has  emphatically 
made  them  the  judges  because  the  registry  is  only 
to  be  made  vpon  evidence  satisfactory  to  them. — 
They  have  decided  the  question  adverse  to  the  ap- 
plicant. This  court  possesses  no  power  to  compel 
these  registers  to  give  a particular  judgment  or  to 
reverse  their  decision  and  record  their  own,  1 Chit- 
ty  General  Practice  706,  797,  and  10  Pinckney  246. 
3 Dallas  53. 

It  is  said  in  Williamson  vs.  Caman  1 Gill  and 
Johnson,  that  every  inferior  jurisdiction  is  subject 
to  have  its  proceedings  inspected  either  by  appeal 
or  by  certiorari  by  mandamus.  It  is  urged  that,  as 
there  is  no  appeal  in  this  case,  this  mandamas,  whe- 
ther within  l hat  authority  or  not,  should  he  allowed. 
But  it  must  be  remembered  that  this  is  an  application 
to  try  the  merits  of  the  question  in  relation  to  which 
we  possess  no  power,  and  not  the  question  of  an 
assumption  of  jurisdiction  not  warranted  by  the 
law.  In  the  case  referred  to,  although  the  court 
quashed  the  proceedings  for  want  of  jurisdiction, 
tiie  court  expressly  disclaim  ail  power  to  examine 
or  review  the  correctness  of  tiie  judgment  pro- 
nounced by  the  inferior  tribunal  upon  the  merits  of 
ihe  question  before  it. 

We  do  not  consider  the  case  cited  from  G Gill 
and  Johnson,  as  at  all  like  the  present,  and  enter- 
taining the  opinion  as  above  expressed,  we  feel 
constrained  to  discharge  rule.  Rule  discharged. 


THE  CURRENCY  OF  THE  GOVERN- 
MENT. 

In  senate  of  the  U.  Stales,  Wednesday,  May  16,  1838. 
Mr.  Wright  submitted  (he  following 
report: 

The  committee  on  finance,  to  which  was  committed,  on 
the  2d  instant, the  joint  resolution  “ relating  to  the  pub- 
lic revenue  and  dueslo  the  government ,”  in  the  follow- 
ing words:  “ Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives  of  the  Untied  Slates  of  America,  in 
congress  assembled.  That  no  discrimination  shall  be 
made  as  to  the  currency  or  medium  of  payment  in 
ihe  several  branches  of  the  public  revenue,  or  in  the 
debts  or  dues  to  the  government;  and  that,  until  other- 
wise ordered,  by  congress,  the  notes  of  sound  banks, 
which  arc  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  legal 
currency  of  the  United  States,  under  suitable  re- 
strictions, to  be  forthwith  prescribed  and  promulgated 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  shall  be  received  in 
payment  of  the  revenue  and  of  debts  and  dues  to  the 
government,  and  shall  be  subsequently  disbursed,  in 
a course  of  public  expenditure,  to  all  public  creditors 
who 'are  willing  torcceive  then respectfully  submil 
the  following  report.: 

The  resolution  has  three  distinct  objects:  first,  to 
prohibit  any  discrimination  in  ‘-the  currency  or  me- 
dium of  payment”  in  which  all  public  dues  shall  be 
collected  and  received;  second,  to  establish,  by  the 
force  of  law,  that  “currency  or  medium  of  payment” 
lo  be  “the  notes  of  sound  banks,  which  are  payable 
and  paid  on  demand  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States;”  third,  lo  compel  tiie  disbursement 
of  those  bank  notes  “to  all  public  creditors  who  are 
willing  to  receive  them.”  The  various  parts  of  it, 
therefore,  relating  lo  these  several  objects,  will  be 
considered  in  I lie  order  they  hold  in  tiie  resolution . 

Tiie  first  clause,  prohibiting  discrimination  in  the 
currency  or  medium  of  payment  for  tiie  public  dues, 
is  in  these  words: 

“That  no  discrimination  shall  be  made  as  to  the  cur- 
rency or  medium  or  payment  in  the  several  branches 
of  the  public  revenue,  or  in  debts  or  dues  to  the  govern- 
ment.” 

In  so  far  as  any  public  interest  may  be  supposed 
to  be  involved  in  tiie  action  of  tiie  senate  upon  this 
branch  of  the  resolution,  it  would  seem  to  the  com- 
mittee to  be  sufficient  to  say  that  this  body  has  al- 
ready adopted,  and  sent  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, as  a part  of  a law,  a provision  supposed  to  have 


the  same  general  object,  though  not  in  the  form  here 
presented  The  journal  of  the  senate  shows  that, 
on  the  24th'  day  of  March  last,  a bill  entitled  “An 
act  to  impose  additional  duties,  as  depositaries,  up- 
on certain  public  officers,  to  appoint  receivers  gen- 
eral of  public  money,  and  to  regulate  tile  safe  keep- 
ing, transfer,  at:d  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys 
of  the  United  States,”  being  under  consideration,  an 
amendment,  to  stand  as  tiie  twenty-third  section  of 
that  bill,  was  offered  in  the  words  following,  viz: 

“Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  secretary  of  tiie  treasury  to  make,  or 
to  continue  in  force,  any  general  order  which  shall  cre- 
ate any  difference  between  the  different  branches  of 
revenue,  as  to  the  funds  or  medium  of  payment,  in 
which  debts  or  dues  accruing  to  the  United  States  may 
be  paid.’’ 

The  same  journal  shows  tiiat  this  amendment,  as 
here  given,  was,  on  the  same  day,  adopted  by  the 
senate,  by  a very  strong  vote,  was  thus  made  a part 
of  the  bill  to  which  it  was  proposed  as  an  amend- 
ment, and  that  the  bill,  including  litis  amendment  as 
its  23d  section,  finally  passed  tiie  senate  on  the  26th 
i>ay  of  March  last,  and  was  sent  to  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, with  a request  that  that  house  would 
concur  therein. 

That  these  provisions  are  similar  in  the  influence 
proposed  to  be  exerted  upon  tiie  currency  of  tiie 
public  treasury,  in  tiie  object  proposed  to  be  accom- 
plished, will  not  be  questioned;  and  that  a large  ma- 
jority of  the  senate  are  favorable  to  the  principle 
embraced  in  both,  is  proved  by  the  references  to  the 
senate  journal,  which  have  just  been  made.  "With 
this  evidence  before  them,  the  committee  would  not 
consider  it  proper  in  them,  were  they  otherwise  dis- 
posed to  do  so,  to  offer  arguments  against  this  strongly 
expressed  opinion  of  tiie  body;  but,  when  the  prin- 
ciple has  been  adopted,  when  it  has  been  put  in  form, 
ami  made  a part  of  a law,  and  when  the  senate  lias, 
in  this  manner,  done  all  it  can  do,  without  tiie  action 
of  tiie  other  legislative  blanches  of  the  government,  to 
make  it  a part  of  (lie  law  of  the  land,  they  would  hot 
feel  excusable  in  omitting  to  bring  this  fact  to  its  no- 
tice, nor  can  they  believe  that  doing  so  will  be  con- 
strued into  a disposition  to  resist  its  ascertained  sense 
and  feeling. 

Tiie  necessity  for  this  legislation  has  been  referred, 
in  the  debates  in  the  senate,  and  elsewhere  to  tiie 
existence  of  tiie  treasury  order  of  the  11th  of  Jul}', 
1836,  making  a discrimination  between  tiie  currency, 
or  medium  of  payment,  to  be  received  for  the  public 
lands  and  that  to  be  received  in  other  branches  of 
the  public  revenue,  ancf  for  other  dues  to  tiie  govern- 
ment. This  order  is  believed  bv  tiie  committee  to 
have  been  (lie  first  and  only  discrimination,  by  (lie 
order  of  the  treasury  department,  made  either  per- 
manent or  general,  as  to  the  currency,  or  medium  of 
payment,  receivable  between  tiie  different  branches 
of  the  public  revenue;  and  hence,  no  doubt,  the  or- 
der lias  engrossed  atlention,  and  its  repeal  has  been 
considered  the  sole  object  and  purpose  of  the  pro- 
vision under  consideration. 

As,  however,  the  reference  calls  upon  the  com- 
mittee for  a careful  examination  of  (lie  laws  in  any 
way  aSeeting  the  currency  of  tiie  public  treasury, 
and  any  medium  of  payment,  made  receivable  by 
law,  in  any  branch  of  the  public  revenue,  and  as  tiie 
legislation  in  relation  to  the  public  lands  is  found  to 
contain  various  and  important  provisions  relative  t© 
the  media  of  payment  in  this  branch  of  the  revenue, 
they  have  considered  it  proper  lo  review  those  laws 
under  this  head,  and  see  how  far  any  of  their  provi- 
sions may  be  material  to  this  part  of  the  inquiry. 

The  first  general  law  lo  regulate  tiie  sale  ol  the 
public  lands  which  lias  met  the  notice  of  the  com- 
mittee, is  an  act  passed  on  the  18th  day  of  May, 
1796,  entitled  “An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the 
lands  of  tiie  United  States  in  the  territory  northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  tiie  Ken- 
tucky river”  This  act  fixed  the  price  of  file  public 
lands  at  two  dollars  per  acre, btrt  did  not  specify  th'e 
currency,  or  medium  of  payment,  in  which  pur- 
chases were  to  be  made.  The  law  of  1789,  there- 
fore, which  required  all  payments  derivable  from  the 
customs,  to  be  made  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  and  the 
Kith  section  of  tiie  charter  of  the  old  Bank  ol  the 
United  Slates,  passed'in  1791,  which  declared  that 
the  bills,  or  notes,  of  the  corporation,  payable  on  de- 
mand, in  gold  and  silver  coin,  should  be  receivable 
in  all  payments  to  the  United.  States,  must,  as  the 
committee  suppose,  have  been  held  to  prescribe  the 
currency,  or  medium  of  payment,  for  the  public  do- 
main, as  well  as  other  public  dues. 

On  the  3d  March,  1797,  another  act  was  passed, 
entitled  “An  act  to  authorize  tiie  receipt  ot  evi- 
dences of  the  public  debt  in  payment  for  the  lands 
of  the  United  States.”  This  act  provided  “that 
tiie  evidences  of  the  public  debt  oi'the  United  States 
should  be  receivable  in  payment  for  any  of  the 
lands  which  might  be  sold  in  conformity  to  the  act 
entitled  ‘ An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  tiie  lands 
oi  the  United  States  in  the  territory  northwest  of 
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the  Ohio  river,  and  above  the  month  of  the  Ken. 
tucky  river,’  ” being  the  act  of  17!)6,  last  above  re- 
ferred to.  Here,  then,  evidences  of  the  public  debt 
were  added  (o  gold  and  silver  coin,  and  the  bills 
and  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  paya- 
ble on  demand  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  as  the  cur- 
rency, or  media,  in  which  payment  might  be  made 
for  the  public  lands. 

The  next  act  which  seems  to  be  material  to  this 
point,  was  passed  on  the  10th  day  of  May,  1800, 
and  was  entitled  “An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
‘An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  ol  the 
United  States  in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio, 
and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river.’  ” This 
act  provided  for  the  establishment  of  land  olfices 
within  the  land  districts:  for  the  appointment  of 
registers  of  the  land  offices  and  of  receivers  of  pub- 
lic money  for  lands;  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  within 
the  land  districts,  both  at  public  and  private  sale, 
and  in  sections  and  half  sections;  and  in  many 
other  respects  established  what  is  the  present  land 
system  of  the  United  States.  The  first  clause  of 
the  filth  section  of  this  act  is  in  the  following  words: 

Sec.  5„  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  no  lands  shall 
be  sold  bv  virtue  of  this  act,  at  either  public  or  private 
sale,  for  less  than  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  payment 
may  be  made  for  the  same 'by  all  purchasers,  either  in 
specie,  or  in  evidences  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  rates  prescribed  by  the  act  entitled  “ An 
act  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public 
debt  in  payment  for  the  lauds  of  the  United  States.’” 

Here  is  a new  enumeration  of  the  currency,  or 
medium,  in  which  payments  were  to  be  made  for 
the  public  lands,  and  which  does  not  include  (he 
bills,  or  notes,  of  banks  of  any  description.  It  is 
confined  to  “ specie ” or  “ evidences  of  the  public  debt 
of  the  United  Slates .”  If,  therefore,  any  other  me- 
dium of  payment  was  received  while  this  continued 
to  be  the  law  of  the  case,  it  must  have  been  so  re- 
ceived, as  the  committee  suppose,  upon  the  respon- 
sibility, and  at  the  risk,  of  the  officer  receiving  the 
payment,  and  not  because  it  was  sanctioned  by  the 
law. 

On  the  13th  of  April,  1S05,  an  act  was  passed 
entitled  “ An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act,  or 
acts,  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the 
public  debt  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public 
debt.”  The  first  clause  of  the  first  section  of  this 
act  is  in  the  words  following: 

“Sec.  1.  lie  it  enacted  hi/  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  con- 
gress assembled,  That  so  much  of  any  act,  or  acts,  as 
authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  in 
payment  for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  shall,  from 
and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  be  repealed.” 

The  section  proceeds  with  two  provisos,  saving 
the  rights  of  persons  who  had  purchased  lands,  with 
tile  right  to  make  the  payments  therefor  in  evi- 
dences of  the  public  debt,  prior  to  tile  passage  of 
the  act,  and  holding  out  inducements  to  those  in- 
debted for  lands  to  make  the  payments  in  advance, 
and  in  money,  but  in  no  way  affecting  the  repeal 
above  quoted.  Aftpr  the  30th  day  of  April,  1S0G, 
therefore,  with  the  exception  as  to  purchases  which 
had  been  previously  made,  evidences  of  the  public 
debt  of  the  United  States  were  not  a medium  in 
which  payments  for  the  public  lands  could  be 
made,  but  the  law  of  1S00,  above  referred  (o,  with 
this  modification,  continued  to  be  the  law  regulating 
these  payments.  If,  then,  the  committee  have  been 
correct  in  their  construction  of  that  law,  and  its  in- 
fluence upon  Hie  currency,  or  medium  of  payment, 
for  the  public  lands,  this  modification  reduced  that 
currency,  or  medium,  to  “ specie”  only'. 

No  further  change  is  found  to  have  been  made 
in  the  laws,  in  this  respect,  until  the  year  1812. 
On  the  30th  day  of  June,  of  that  year,  a law  was 
passed,  entitled  “An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing 
of  treasury  notes.”  The  first  clause  of  the  sixth 
section  of  that  act  is  in  the  following  words: 

“Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
treasury  notes,  wherever  made  payable,  shall  be  every 
where  received  in  payment  of  all  duties  and  taxes  laid 
by  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  of  all  public 
lands  sold  by  the  said  authority.’’ 

This  law  added  a new  medium  of  payment  for 
the  public  lands,  to  wit:  treasury  notes,  issued  by 
the  government  itself,  and  for  the  payment  of  which, 
with  the  interest  thereupon,  its  faith  was  solemnly 
pledged.  From  tlnis  time,  therefore,  the  public 
lands  might  be  paid  for  in  either  “specie”  or  “trea- 
sury notes,”  and  it  was  at  the  option  of  the  pur-, 
chaser,  by  the  law,  to  make  his  payments  in  the 
one  or  the  other  medium,  as  his  interest,  or  conve- 
nience, or  pleasure,  should  dictate. 

On  the  25th  day  of  February,  1313,  another  law 
was  passed_“to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury 
notes  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  I 
hundred  and  thirteen,”  and,  on  the  4th  day  ot 
March,  1814,  another  similar  law  was  passed  “to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes  for  the  ser- 


vice of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen,”  both  of  which  last-mentioned  laws  con- 
tained a provision  precisely  similar,  in  substance 
and  in  terms,  to  that  above  quoted  from  the  law  of 
IS  12. 

On  the  31st  day  of  March,  1811,  an  act  was 
passed,  entitled  “An  act  providing  for  the  indem- 
nification of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  territory.”  By  this  act  the  President 
of  the  United  States  was  directed  to  cause  to  be  is- 
sued, from  the  treasury,  certificates  of  stock  to  cer- 
tain claimants  to  lands  under  “the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi company,”  under  “the  Tennessee  company,” 
under  “the  Georgia  Mississippi  company,”  under 
“the  Georgia  company,”  and  under  “Citizens’ 
right,”  so  called,  for  amounts  and  upon  conditions 
prescribed  in  the  act;  and  the  fourth  section  of  the 
act  is  in  the  following  words: 

Sf.c.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  certifi- 
cates of  stock  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  of  thy 
public  lands,  to  be  sold  after  the  dale  of  such  certifi- 
cates, in  the  Mississippi  territory:  Provided-,  That  on 
every  hundred  dollars  to  be  paid  for  such  lands,  ninety- 
five  dollars  shall  be  receivable  in  such  certificates,  and 
five  dollars  in  cash:  Provided,  That  no  person  or  per- 
sons, making  payment  for  lands  in  certificates  author- 
ized to  he  issued  by  this  act,  shall  he  en titled  to  the 
discount  for  prompt  payment  now  allowed  by  law  to 
purchasers  ot  public  lands.” 

Here  was  a new  medium  of  payment  for  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  which  authorized 
purchasers  of  lands  from  the  United  States,  there 
subject  to  the  limitations  of  the  act,  to  make  pay- 
ment either  in  “specie,”  or  in  “treasury  notes,”  or 
in  these  “certificates  of  stock,”  subsequently  more 
familiarly  known  as  “Mississippi  land  scrip.”  In 
relation  to  all  the  public  lands,  other  than  those  in 
the  Mississippi  territory,  as  it  then  existed,  the 
currency,  or  medium,  in  which  payments  were  to 
be  made,  was  left  unchanged  and  continued  to  be 
regulated  by  the  laws  before  referred  to,  and  to  be 
“specie,”  or  “treasury  notes.” 

By  an  act,  passed  on  the  26th  day  of  December, 
1314,  entitled  “An  act  supplemental  to  the  .acts 
authorizing  a loan  for  the  several  sums  of  twenty- 
five  millions  of  dollars  and  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars,” a further  emission  of  treasury  notes  was  au- 
thorized to  the  amount  of  ten  and  a half  millions 
of  dollars,  and  the  following  is  a copy  of  the  first 
clause  of  the  third  section  of  the  act. 

“ Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  treasury 
notes  to  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  sha'l  be  prepared, 
signed,  and  issued,  in  the  like  form  and  manner;  shall 
be  reimbursable  at  the  same  places,  and  in  the  like  pe- 
riods; shall  bear  the  same  rate  of  interest;  shall,  in  the 
like  manner,  be  transferable;  and  shall  be  equally  re- 
ceivable, in  payments  to  the  United  States,  for  taxes, 
duties,  and  sales  of  the  public  lands,  as  the 'treasury 
notes  issued  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
‘An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes  for  the 
service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen,’  pas=ed  on  the  fourth  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  aforesaid.’’ 

On  the  24th  day  of  February,  1815,  a.  further  act 
was  passed,  entitled  “An  act  to  authorize  the  is- 
suing of  treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,”  the  first 
clause  of  the  sixth  section  of  which  is  in  the  words 
following: 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  f urther  enacted,  That  the  treasury 
notes  authorized  to  he  issued  by  this  act,  shall  lie  every 
where  receivable  in  all  payments  lo  the  United  States.” 

Neither  of  the  two  last  mentioned  acts  made  any 
change  in  the  character  of  the  currency,  or  medium 
of  payment,  authorized  by  law  to  be  received  for 
the  public  lands,  at  the  time  of  their  passage,  but 
merely  added  to  the  quantity  of  that  medium  which 
rested  upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  government. 
Still,  therefore,  “specie”  and  “treasury  notes”  were 
receivable  for  all  lands,  wherever  situated,  and 
“specie,”  “treasury  notes,”  and  “Mississippi  land 
scrip,”  for  that  portion  of  the  public  lands  situate 
within  the  Mississippi  territory. 

This  brings  the  examination,  in  point  of  time, 
up  to  the  charter  of  the  second  bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  1816;  and  it  may  be  proper  here  to  re- 
mark, that,  in  case  the  committee  have  been  mis- 
taken as  to  the  force,  elrect,  and  true  construction 
of  the  act  of  the  10th  of  May,  1S00,  and  that  act  did 
not  exclude  the  b i 1 1 3 and  notes  of  lire  old  Bank  of 
the  United  States  from  being  a legal  medium  for 
tire  payment  for  lands,  still,  inasmuch  as  the  char- 
ter of  that  bank  expired  on  the  3d  day  of  March, 
IS  1 1,  by  its  own  limitation,  and  as  the  10th  section 
of  the  charter,  which  made  its  bills  and  notes  re- 
ceivable for  airy  description  of  public  dues,  was 
repealed  on  the  19th  day  of  March,  1812,  by  an 
act  of  congress  passed  for  that  sole  purpose,  it  will 
be  seen  that  this  difference  of  construction  of  the 
act  of  1300,  if  admitted,  will  only  affect  the  cur- 
rency, or  medium,  in  which  the  public  lands  might 
be  paid  for,  u p to  the  3d  of  March,  1811,  or,  at 
most,  up  to  tiie  19th  of  March,  1812,  when  that 


hank  had  ceased  to  exist  as  a bank,  and  its  bills 
and  notes  to  be  receivable  by  law  lor  any  portion 
of  the  public  dues.  At  the  period  of  time  of  v.  Inch 
the  committee  now  speak,  therefore,  the  currency, 
or  media,  made  receivable  by  law  in  payment  for 
the  public  lands,  was  as  last  above  enumerated. 

The  act  to  charter  the  late  bank  of  the  United 
States  was  passed  on  the  10th  day  of  April,  1816, 
and  the  14tli  section  of  that  charter  made  the  bills 
and  notes  of  the  bank,  payable  on  demand,  receiva- 
ble in  all  payments  to  tile  United  States,  “unless 
otherwise  directed  by  act  of  congress.”  This  ad- 
ded to  the  currency  receivable  by  law  in  payment 
for  the  public  lands  a new  medium,  (o  wit:  the 
bills,  or  notes,  payable  on  demand,  of  the  late  bank 
of  the  United  States. 

The  joint  resolution  of  1816,  followed  but  twenty 
days  behind  the  bank  charter,  it  having  been  passed, 
and  met  the  approval  of  the  President  on  the  30th 
day  of  April,  1816.  That  resolution  required  and 
directed  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  he  should  deem  necessary  to  cause, 
as  soon  as  might  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or 
sums  of  money  becoming  due  to  the  United  States, 
to  be  collected  ami  paid  “in  the  legal  currency  of 
the  United  States,  or  treasury  notes,  or  notes  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided 
and  declared,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  paya- 
ble ami  paid  on  demand,  in  the  said  legal  currency 
ol  the  United  States.”  The  resolution  went  on  lo 
declare  that,  after  the  20th  day  of  February,  1817, 
no  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money  payable 
to  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  collected  or  re- 
ceived otherwise  than  in  the  currency,  or  media  of 
payment,  before  enumerated.  Here  was  unques- 
tionably given  a permission  to  receive  in  payment 
of  any  portion  of  the  public  dues,  and  consequently 
in  payment  for  the  public  lands,  as  well  as  other 
dues,  the  notes  of  specie  paying  state  banks,  and 
it  is  the  first  permission  of  that  character  which  has 
met  the  notice  of  the  committee  in  any  of  the  acts 
of  congress.  They  are  aware  that  some  consider 
this  resolution  as  mandatory,  rendering  the  recep- 
tion of  these  notes  obligatory  upon  the  head  of  the 
treasury  department,  but  they  do  not  so  consider  it. 
It  is  not  their  purpose,  however,  to  discuss  this 
question  here,  as  that  discussion  pertains,  more 
appropriately,  to  the  second  branch  of  the  resolu- 
tion referred  to  them.  Under  either  construction, 
the  resolution  of  1816  made  it  lawful  to  receive  a 
new  medium  of  payment  for  the  public  lands  in 
“the  notes  ol  banks  payable  and  paid  on  demand 
in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States.” 

From  this  time,  therefore,  the  officers  of  the  go- 
vernment were  compelled  to  receive  in  payment  for 
all  public  lands,  “specie,”  treasury  notes,  “the  bills 
or  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales  payable 
on  demand,”  and  were  also  permitted  to  receive  the 
notes  of  other  batiks  “which  were  payable  and  paid 
on  demand  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States:  and,  in  addition  to  these  media  ol  payment, 
they  were  compelled  to  receive  “Mississippi  land 
scrip”  for  lands  sold  in  the  Mississippi  territory. 

Thus  remained  the  law  upon  tli is  subject  until 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  24th  of  April,  1820, 
entitled  “An  act  making  further  provision  for  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands.”  This  law  abolished  cre- 
dits upon  sales  of  public  lands,  from  and  after  t he 
1st  day  of  July,  1820,  and  declared  that  “every  pur- 
chaser of  land  sold  at  public  sale  thereafter  shall,  on 
the  day  of  purchase,  make  complete  payment  therefor; 
and  the  purchaser  at  private  sale  shall  produce  to  the 
register  of  the  land  office  a receipt  from  the  trea- 
surer of  ilic  United  States,  or  from  the  receiver  of 
public  moneys  of  the  district,  for  the  amount  of  the 
purchase  money  on  any  tract,  before  he  shall  enter  the 
same  at  the  land  office.” 

The  fourth  section  of  the  act  makes  provision 
for  the  sale  of  such  lands  as  had  been  sold  under 
former  laws,  and  had  reverted,  or  should  thereafter 
revert,  to  the  United  States  in  consequence  of  the 
non-payment  of  the  purchase  money,  and  also  of 
lots  amt  tracts  theretofore  reserved  from  sale;  and 
contains  a proviso  in  the  following  words: 

“ Provided , That  no  such  lands  shall  be  sold  at  any 
public  sales  hereby  authorized,  for  a less  price  than  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  an  acre,  nor  on  any  oilier 
terms  than  that  of  cash  payment;  and  all  the  lands  of- 
fered at  such  public  sales,  and  which  shall  remain  un- 
sold at  the  close  thereof,  shall  be  subject  to  entry  at 
private  sale,  in  the  same  manner,  and  at  the  same 
price,  with  the  other  lands  sold  at  private  sale  at  the 
respective  land  offices.’’ 

Although  the  terms  of  this  law,  and  especially 
those  employed  in  the  proviso  above  quoted,  “nor 
on  any  other  terms  than  that  of  cash  payment,” 
would  seem  to  favor  the  idea  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  congress,  from  and  after  the  day  fixed  in 
the  law,  to  part  with  the  public  domain  for  “cash,” 
lor  money  only,  in  the  strict  and  proper  sense  of  the 
word;  and  although  the  policy  of  (he  law,  in  the 
abolition  of  all  credits  and  the  great  reduction  of 
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the  price  of  the  lands,  from  two  dollars  to  one  dol- 
lar and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  would  seem  to 
have  the  same  bearing;  and  although  the  committee 
infer,  from  the  lapse  of  time  and  the  returns  of 
sales,  that  the  treasury  notes  and  Mississippi  land 
scrip  had  ceased,  in  a great  degree,  if  not  altogeth- 
er, to'  be  presented  in  payment  for  lands;  yet  as 
they  learn  that  no  change  as  to  the  currency,  or 
medium  of  payment,  was  introduced  into  practice 
in  consequence  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  they 
are  content  to- assume,  for  the  purpose  of  the  argu- 
ment, that  no  change,  in  this  respect,  was  intended 
by  it,  while  il  certainly  will  not  be  contended  that 
it  is  susceptible  of  any  construction  which  can  add 
to  the  media  of  payment  authorized  by  former  acts 
of  congress,  or  make  the  receipt  of  any  such  me- 
dium compulsory,  which  before  its  passage  was 
merely  permissive. 

The  committee  find  no-  other  law  affecting  the 
currency,  or  medium  of  payment,  to  he  received 
for  the  public  lands,  until  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
the  30th  day  of  May,  1-83-4,  entitled  “an  act  for 
the  relief  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line  and  navy,  and  of  the  continental  ar- 
my during  the  revolutionary  war.”  The  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  secretary 
of  the-  treasury,  and  the  commissioner  of  the  ge- 
neral land  office,  to  issue  certificates,  or  scrip,  to 
certain  officers,  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines,  who 
were  in  the  service  of  Virginia,  on  her  state  es- 
tablishment, during-  the  revolutionary  war,  and 
who,  by  the  laws  and- resolutions  of  the  state,  were 
entitled  to' military  land  bounties,  upon  the  terms 
and  conditions  pointed’  out  in  the  act.  The  first 
cl  s m-  of  the  fourth  section  of  Ihe  act  is  in  the  fol- 
l > -■  . r words: 

1.  And  be  it  further  enacted , Tiiat  the  certifi- 
cates, or  scrip*  to>be  isssued  b-y  virtue  of  this  act,_  shall 
be- receivable  in  payment  for  any  lands  hereinafter  to 
be  purchased  at  private  sale,  after  the  same  shall  have 
been  offered  at  public  sale,  and.shall  remain  unsold  at 
any  of  the  land  offices  of  the  United  States,  establish- 
ed, or  to  be  established,  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois.”’ 

The  sixth  sectio-n.  of  this  act  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing: 

“Sec.  6.  AncTbe  it  further  enacted,  That  the  provisions 
of  the  first  and  fourth  sections  of  this  act  shall  exte.nd 
to,  and  embrace,  owners  of  military  land  warrants  is- 
sued by  the  United  States  in  satisfaction  of  claims  for 
bounty  land- for  services  during  the  revolutionary  war; 
and  that  the- laws  heretofore-enacted,  providing  for  the 
issuing  said  warrants-,  are  hereby  revived  and  contin- 
ued in  force  for  two.  years.’’ 

The  first  clause  of -the  seventh  section  is  as- fol- 
lows: 

“Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  provi- 
sions of  this  axt  shall  also  be  deemed,  and  taken,  to  ex- 
tend to  all  the-  unsatisfied  warrants  of  the  Virginia  ar- 
my on  continental  establishment.’’' 

These  pro-visions  added  another  medium  of  pay- 
ment for  the  public  lands  in  what  Ijas  been  com- 
monly denominated' “the  Virginia  lantf scrip, ’’'sub- 
ject to  the  limitations  expressed. 

On  the  3d  day  of  March,  1336,  the  charter  of  the 
last  Bank  of  the  United’ States  expired  by  its  o.w-n 
limitation,  and  the  institution,  for  banking  purpo- 
ses, ceased  to  exist  on.  that  day;  and,  by  a law  of 
congress  passed  on>  the  15th  day  of  June,  1S36,  the 
fourteenth  section  of  the  charter  making  its  bills 
and  notes  receivable  inpayment  of  the  public  dues, 
was  repealed. 

This  is  believed  to.  have  been  the  ex-act  state  of 
the  law  in  reference  to  the  currency,  or  media  of 
payment,  receivable  for  the  public  lands  at  the  time 
when  the  treasury  circular  of  the  11th  of  July, 
1336,  was  issued. 

Prior  to  this  date,  the  committee  suppose  the  law 
of  the  31st  of  March,  1814,  making  Ihe  Mississip- 
pi land  scrip  receivable  in  payment’ for  public  lands 
in  the  Mississippi  territory,,  had  become  obsolete 
by  the  entire  receipt  a-nd-  cancelling  of  the  stock 
issued;  and  it  is  a matter  of  public  notoriety  that 
the  treasury  notes  authorized  to  be  issued’ by  the 
several  laws  before  referred  to-,  of  1312,  1313, 
1314,  and  1315,  had  been-,  long  before,  so  far  whol- 
ly redeemed  and  cancelled  as  to  render  those  laws, 
for  every  purpose  of  this  inquiry,  also-  obsolete. 
The  currency,  or  media  of  payment,  receivable  for 
the  public  lands,  therefore,  at  the  date  of  this  order, 
had  become  reduced  by  the  repeal  of  laws,  the  ex- 
piration of  law3,  and  tjie  extinguishment  of  pub- 
lic liabilities,  to  “specie”  and  “Virginia  land 
scrip,”  the  receipt  of  which  was  compulsory,,  and- 
“notes  of  banks  which  were  payable,  and  paid  on 
demand,  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States,”  the  receipt  of  which  was-  merely  permis- 
sive. The  circular  acted  upon  the  bank  notes 
merely,  and  was,  in-  effect,  a direction  to  the  re- 
ceivers of  public  moneys  for  land's-  not  to  use  the 
permission  granted  by  the  joint  resolution  of  1316, 
as  to  bank  notes,  so  far  as  the  payments  for  lands 


were  concerned.  This  suspended  the  receipt  of 
the  notes  in  this  branch  of  the  revenue,  and  left 
the  payments  for  lands  to  be  made  in-  specie  and 
Virginia  land  scrip. 

The  reasons  which  prevailed  upon  the  mind  of 
the  then  president  of  the  United  States  to  direct  the 
circular  to  be  issued,  are  given  in  the  paper  itself. 
It  recites,  in  substance,  that  complaints  had  been 
made  of  extensive  frauds,  practised  in  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands;  of  vast-  speculations  in  those 
lands,  under  the  system  of  sale,  and  payment, 
then  in  use;  of  alarming  attempts  to  monopolize 
large  tracts  of  the  lands  in  the  hands  of  indi- 
vidual and  associated  proprietors;  of  the  aid 
given  to  effect  all  these  objects,  by  excessive 
bank  credits,  by  dangerous,  if  not  partial  facili- 
ties, through  bank  drafts  and  bank  deposites;  of 
the  general  evil  influence  likely  to  result  to  the 
public-interests  by  these  proceedings- of  the  dan- 
ger to  the  public  treasury  from  this  rapid'  accumu- 
lation of  bank  credits,  In  lieu  of  money,  in  its  favor, 
as  well  as  the  danger  to  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
fry generally,  from  the  unprecedented  expansion  of 
credits,  and  the  further  exchange  of  the  public  do- 
main for  credits  in  bank,  or  bank  paper.  Then  fol- 
lows the  mandatory  part  of  the  circular,  in  these 
words: 

“The  president  of  the  United  States  has-  given  di- 
rections, and  you  are.  hereby  instructed,  after  the  loth 
day  of  August  next,  to  receive  in  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  n ithing  except  what  is  directed  by  the  exist- 
ing laws,  \k:  gold  and  silver,  and,  in  the  proper  cases, 
Virginia  land  scrip:  Provided,  That  till  the  15th  of  De- 
cember next,  the  same  indulgences  heretofore  extend- 
ed, as  to  the  kind  of  money  received,  may  be  contin- 
ued for  any  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  320  acres 
to  each  purchaser,  who  is  an  actual  settler,  or  a bona 
fide  resident  in  the  state  where  the  sales  are  made.” 

That  the  ccmplaiufs  reeitetf  in  the  circular  were 
made,  the  committee  certainly  need’  not'  labor  to- 
prove  to  any  who  were  members  of  either  house  of 
congress  from  1834  to  1336  inclusive;  to  any  who 
listened  to  the  debates  and’  proceedings  of  either 
house  during  that  period;  to  any  who-read'  the  pub- 
lished proceedings  of  congress,  or  listened  to  the 
voice  of  a large  portion  of  the  public  press  ol  the 
country,  for  the  time  alluded  to.  No  one  of  these 
classes  of  persons  can  have  forgotten  the  numerous 
and  constantly  repeated  charges  of  favoritism,  par- 
tiality, collusion  and  fraud,  said  to  be  practised  by 
the  officers  charged  with  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  and  with  the  collection  of  the  revenue  there- 
from. No  one  of  these  classes  of  persons  can-have 
forgotten  the  charges  of  sinister  accommodations, 
of  favoritism,  of  partiality,  and  of  corruption  made 
against  the  state  banks  generally,  and  especially 
against  these  which  had  been  selected  as  deposite 
banks,  and  had  accepted  the  trust.  Every  forum 
was  filled  with  these  charges  and  complaints,  and 
every  vehicle  which  transported'  Hie  public  mail, 
groaned  under  their  weight,  as  they  were  diffused 
throughout  the  land. 

That  speculators  were  going  on  in  the  public 
lands,  immense  in  extent,  and.  im  the  capital  and 
credit  involved,  became  more  fully  demonstrable  by 
every  return  from  the  receivers-  at  the  land  offices. 
The  proceeds  of  the  sales  arose,  in  consecutive  years, 
from  four  millions  of  dollars,  which  was  more  than 
the  previous  average  amount  per  annum,  to- four- 
teen millions,  and  from  fourteen  millions  to  twen- 
ty-four millions,  in  a single  year.  That  monopo- 
lies in  the  hands  of  private  holders,  highly  inju- 
rious to  the  settlement  and  prosperity  of  the  new 
states,  must  grow  out  of  sales  thus  accelerated, 
was  a necessary  and  unavoidable  consequence. 
The  number  ot  acres  sold  in  a year,  proved,  con- 
clusively, that  vast  quantities  were  purchased  fora 
market,  and  for  speculation,  n-ot  for  settlement  and 
cultivation,  while  the  passion  to  purchase  seemed 
to  increase  with  the  increase  of  sales,  until  there 
was  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  means  of  pay- 
ment were  travelling  in  a circle  from  Ihe  banks  to 
the  land'  offices,  a-nd'  from  the  land  offices  to  the 
banks,  without  adding  other  or  further  security  for 
the  lands  sold  than  the  increased  indebtedness  of 
the  banks  to  the  treasury,  and  the  increased  indebt- 
edness of  the  purchasers  to  the  banks. 

While  these  appearances  and  causes  of  uneasi- 
ness were  exhibiting  tire m selves  to  those  charged 
with  the  management  of  this  branch  of  the  public 
service,  forebodings  of  evil  were  not  spared  by 
those  whose  confidence  in  these  public-servants  was 
not  without  limit.  They  were  warned  against  a 
sacrifice  of  our  rich  public  domain;  against  a mono- 
poly of  that  vast  estate  by  those  said  to  be  favored 
by  their  position,  favored  by  power,  and  favored  by 
the- banks;  against  an  exchange  of  that  splendid  in- 
heritance, tlie  price  of  the  blood  of  the  patriots  of 
the  revolution,  for  bank  credits,  bank  paper,  “bank 
rags.”  They  were  charged  to  look  to  the  public 
treasury,  and  see  that  its  numerous  and  rapidly  in- 
creasing millions  upon  paper  were  realized  to  Ihe 


people  in  a sound  and  not  a depreciated  currency. 
They  were"  told  of  the  dangers  and  evils  of  these 
sudden  and  vast  accumulations  in  the  banks;  and 
speedy  and  fatal  derangements  of  the  currency  ge- 
nerally were  predicted,  with  a confidence  which 
could  not  have  exceeded  in  prophets,  possessing 
plenary  powers  to  bring  about  the  fulfilment  of 
therr  own  predictions. 

Such,  briefly,  was  the  history  of  the  times  up  to, 
and  through  the  session  of  congress  of  1835-15,  and 
much  of  the  time  of  that  session  was  consumed,  ill 
both  houses,  in  considering  propositions  in  relation 
to  the  revenue,  the  depo-site  and  sa-fe  keeping  of  the 
public  moneys,  the  diminution  of  the  surplus  of 
revenue,  so  rapidly  collecting  in  the  banks,  and 
other  kindred  measures;  but  the  session  of  congress 
closed’ and'  nothing  was-  dc-ne.  Still  the  evil  com- 
plained of,  and  apprehended,  was  extending  itself, 
and  accumulating  strength  from  its  own  advance. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  circular  was  is- 
sued'/and  as  the  seat  of  the  diseasewas  assumed  by 
all,  to  rest  in  the  dangerous  expansion  by  the  banks, 
and  the  incautious  facility  with  which  they  extend- 
ed accommodations  to  the  purchasers  of  the  public 
domain,  the  check  was  made  to  operate  upon  their 
issues  of  paper,  and  to  bring  to  the  test  of  real 
capital  this  branch  of  the  public  revenues-.  It  should 
not  be  overlooked  that  the  circular  was  not  to  take 
effect  until  more  than  thirty  days  after  it  was  is- 
sued, and  that,  even  then,  an  exception  to  its  opera- 
tion- was  made,  in  favor  of  actual  settlere,  for  a term’ 
of  lour  months,  and  until  after  congress  would  be- 
again  in  session.  It  is  but  just  to  give  here  the' 
conclusion- of  this  letter  in  its-own  words,  that  the 
objects  designed  to  be  reached  and  effected  by  it 
may  not  be  mistaken.  Its  last  paragraph  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

“The  principal  objects  of  the  president  in  adopting 
this  measure  being  to  repress  alleged  frauds,  and  to- 
withhold  any  countenance  or  facilities  in  the  power  of 
the  government  from  the  monopoly  of  the  public  lands 
in  the  hands  of  speculators  and  sapitalists,  to  the  in- 
jury of  the  actual  settlers  in  tlie  new  states,  and  of  emi- 
grants m seaTch  of  new  Homes,  as  well  as  to  discourage- 
the  ruinous  extension  of  bank  issues  and  bank  credits, 
by  which  these  results  are  generally  supposed  to  be  pro  - 
moted, your  utmost  vigilance  is  required,  and  relied  on,  to 
carry  this  order  into  complete  execution.” 

Such  was  the  order  and  such  were  the  objects  in- 
tended' to  be  accomplished  by  it.  That  its  action 
upon  the  banks,  arid  especially  in  the  land  states, 
was,  in  some  degree,  harsh  and  severe,  is  unques- 
tionably true.  The  condition  of  the  institutions 
and  the  extension  of  their  business,  which  called  it 
forth,  rendered  this  consequence  certain  and  unS’- 
voidable.  But,  before  this  effect  of  the  circular 
should' be  made  the  ground' for  its  condemnation.it 
should  be  considered  how  pressing  was  the  necessi- 
ty which  called  for  some  protection  against  a hasty 
transfer  of  the  whole  public  domain,  for  an  equi- 
valent, rendered  uncertain,  at  best,-  from  its  vast 
amounf  and  rapid'  accumulation;  how  urgent  was-' 
the  call  for  some  measure  which  should  either 
check  the  strong  current  of  receipts  rushing  into  the 
treasury,  or  give  increased  security  and  safety  to 
the  millions  thus  amassing  Beyond  the  wants  of  the 
government;  which  should  stay  the  expanaions  of 
the  banks,  or  guard  the  public  domain  and  public 
treasure  against  the  ruinous  consequence  certain 
to  follow  from  the  revulsion  which  these  expan- 
sions could  not  fail  to  draw  after  them;  how  immi- 
nent was  the  danger  to  the  currency  of  the  whole- 
country,  if  these  millions  of  the  public  money  were 
suffered  to  multiply  in  the  banks,  and  thus  give 
slrength,.aud  force,  and  extent  to  the  evil  which  all 
saw,  all  felt,  and  against  which  alt  demanded  pro- 
tection. 

That  these  dangers  surrounded  us,  now,  unfor- 
tunately, requires  no  proof.  The  history  of  Uie 
country  and  of  our  banking  insfilulions-,  as  well  as 
of  our  public  treasury,,  since  the  date  of  tliis  circu- 
lar, abundantly  proves  their  existence  and  their 
extent-  That  the  banks  had  extended  (heir  circu- 
lation-arid their  credits  beyond  the  point  of  pru- 
dence and  of  safety,  none  will  now  question;  that 
the  public  treasure  in  their  keeping  had  become, 
and  was  becoming,  unsafe  from  these  excesses  and 
indiscretions,  experience  has  now  demonstrated; 
and  that  every  public  interest  required  and  de- 
manded a check  upon  Ihe  excesses  of  banking,  the 
excesses  of  trade,  and  the  excesses  of  speculation, 
is  now  beyond  dispute. 

It  has  been  objected  to  the  treasury  circular,  as 
the  appropriate  remedy  for  the  evil  complained- of, 
that  it  adopted  a rule  of  discrimination  between  the 
currency,  or  medium  of  payment,  receivable  for 
the  public  lands  and  for  the  revenue  from  customs, 
new,  unknown  to  our  laws  and  regulations  for  the- 
collection  of  the  revenue,  and  indefensible  upon' 
principle. 

It  has  been-  already  seen-  that  discriminations’  of 
this  character  are  not  new  to  our  Laws.  As  early 
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as  the  year  1797,  the  evidences  at  the  public  debt, 
which  were  transferable  certificates  of  indebtedness, 
were  made,  by  law,  receivable  in  payment  for  the 
public  lands,  but  were  not  receivable  in  payment 
for  duties,  or  any  other  public  dues.  In  1814,  the 
Mississippi  land  scrip  was  made  bylaw  receivable 
in  payment  for  the  public  lands,  in  a specified  ter- 
ritory, and  not  for  the  public  lands  generally,  or  in 
any  other  branch  of  the  revenue,  or  for  any  other 
dues  to  the  government.  Jn  1S23,  the  gold  coins 
of  Great  Britain,  Portugal,  France,  and  Spain  were 
made  receivable,  at  specified  values,  in  payments 
for  lands,  while  those  coins  were  not,  by  any  law 
of  congress  in  force  at  that  time,  receivable  in  any 
other  branch  of  the  revenue,  or  made  a tender  in 
the  payment  of  any  other  debts.  And  as  late  as 
1830  the  Virginia  land  scrip  was  made  receivable 
for  lapds  in  the  slates  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois, and  in  no  other  states,  and  for  no  other  pay- 
ments to  the  United  States;  and  the  same  scrip  is 
yet  a medium  of  payment  for  public  lands,  its  ap- 
plication having  been  extended  and  made  general 
by  an  act  of  183-3.  Discriminations  of  this  charac- 
ter, therefore,  have  long  been  known  to  the  law  and 
the  practice  of  our  public  collections,  and  the  cir- 
cular introduced  no  new  principle,  in  this  respect, 
into  our  system. 

Is  there,  then,  any  ground  upon  which  the  circu- 
lar can  be  justified  as  having  been  made  applicable 
to  the  receipts  for  lauds  and  not  for  customs?  The 
commitee  think  some  suggestions  may  be  made 
which  will  go  far  to  justify  this  application  of  the 
order,  and  they  will  proceed  to  state  Ihem. 

In  the  first  place,  an  excessive  currency  ol  any 
character  has  a necessary  tendency  to  sink  the 
value  of  that  currency,  when  compared  with  the 
value  of  marketable  property,  for  which  it  is  ex- 
changed. Hence  the  invariable  nominal  rise  in 
the  market  of  property  of  all  descriptions,  which  is 
open  to  a free  market,  when  that  which  is  used  as 
money  is  abundant  and  cheap;  and  one  of  the 
strongest  evidences  that  our  paper  currency  was  ex- 
cessive during  the  year  1S33  and  183G,  is  found  in 
the  fact  that  prices  constantly  advanced,  although 
the  supplies  in  almost  every  department  of  trade 
and  production  were  unusually  abundant,  and  no 
extraordinary  demand  was  known  to  exist.  The 
duties  which  constitute  our  revenue  from  customs 
are  almost  all  a rate  per  centum  imposed  upon  the 
valueof  the  article.  If,  then,  the  quantity  of  duti- 
able goods  imported  be  the  same,  and  the  value  be, 
nominally  increased  in  consequence  of  an  excessive 
currency,  the  value  of  the  duties  will  be  nominally 
increased  in  the  same  ratio,  and  therefore  the  col- 
lection of  the  duties  in  the  cheapened  currency  will 
keep  the  real  value  of  the  revenue  from  the  impor- 
tations at  a given  standard.  Not  so  with  our  pub- 
lic lands.  They  have  not  been,  and  are  not,  in  this 
sense,  opeu  to  a free  market.  Their  value  per 
acre  is  fixed  by  law;  and  however  much  the  cur- 
rency in  which  they  were  purchased  may  have 
been  cheapened  by  abundance,  they  could  not  rise, 
with  other  property,  to  a price  which  would  restore 
the  equilibrium.  They  were  bound  down  by  a 
statute  value;  and  when  the  currency  to  be  received 
in  payment  tor  them  was  designated,  the  same 
nominal  value  of  that  currency,  however  much  it 
might  be  cheapened  by  excess,  would  purchase  the 
same  quantity  of  the  lands. 

If  this  suggestion  required  illustration,  the  history 
of  the  years  1335  and  1333  weald  alford  the  most 
ample.  Speculations  were  excessive  in  almost 
every  branch  of  trade  and  every  description  of  pro- 
perty; but  most  so,  and  of  the  longest  continuance, 
in  tire  public  lands.  Why  was  this  so?  Cfoarly 
because  as  our  paper  currency  become  more  abun- 
dant, it  became  more  cheap;  and  while  every  other 
description  of  property  advanced  in  price,  in  a 
ratio  nearly  equal  to  the  depression  in  value  of  the 
currency  which  paid  for  it,  the  market  value  of  the 
public  lands  remained  the  same,  and  the  same 
amount  of  the  cheapened  currency  would  purchase 
the  same  quantity  of  the  lands.  "Hence  they  soon 
became  the  cheapest  commodity  in  the  market,  and 
therefore  continued  to  attract  the  attention  of  pur- 
chasers for  the  longest  time,  and  to  the  latest  pe- 
riod of  the  business  excesses. 

This  consideration  would  seem  to  the  committee 
(o  offer  a reason  for  the  discriminating  application 
of  the  circular  at  the  time  it  was  issued.  When 
congress  fixed  the  value  of  the  public  domain  at 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  the  inten- 
tion, no  doubt,  was  thaUthe  treasury  should  receive 
that  sutn  in  coin,  or  its  equivalent.  If,  then,  the 
paper  currency  had  become  so  far  cheapened,  in 
consequence  of  its  excess,  that  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  in  it  was  worth  less  than  the 
same  sum  in  coin,  that  difference  was  most  palpa- 
bly a nett  gain  to  the  purchasers  of  the  lands,  and 
an  entire  loss  to  the  whole  people  of  the  country, 
to  whom  the  public  domain  belongs.  That  tbe 


committee  ftve  not  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the 
paper  currency  was  cheapened  below  the  value  of 
coin,  is  proved  from  the  almost  instant  operation 
of  the  order  itself,  when  one  hundred  and  ten  dol- 
lars of  the  paper  were  paid  for  a hundred  dollars  ■ 
of  the  coin,  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  the 
same  lands,  at  the  same  price. 

In  the  second  place,  a check  upon  the  excessive 
issues  of  paper,  and  the  dangerous  extensions  of 
credit,  was  one  of  the  great  objects  to  be  attained. 
The  two  great  sources  of  revenue  were  the  public 
lands  and  the  foreign  importations.  For  the  for- 
mer, the  .paper,  while  it  continued  to  be  tbe  cur- 
rency of  the  treasury  for  their  purchase,  was  the 
exclusive  standard  of  value.  It  made  the  whole 
purchase.  It  was  an  accepted  medium  for  the 
entire  payment,  and  when  the  trade  became  exces- 
sive, a check  upon  the  paper  was  a check  titpon 
the  whole  capital  embarked.  Not  so  with  the  fo- 
reign importations.  The  paper  was  the  medium 
of  payment  for  the  duties  simply . The  goods  upon 
which  the  duties  were  assessed  were,  and  must  fee, 
purchased  abroad,  where  onr  bank  paper  could  not 
circulate,  and  did  not  constitute  a medium  of  pay- 
ment, and  where  coin,  and  tbe  equivalent  of  coin, 
would  alone  pay  the  debts  of  tbe  American  mer- 
chant. If,  then,  it  be  considered  that  but  about 
one-half  of  the  amount  of  our  foreign  importations 
is  chargeable  with  duties  at  ail,  and  that  the  duties 
upon  the  remaining  half  do  not,  probably,  at  the 
present  time,  exceed  an  average  oi'tbirty  per  centum, 
it  will  be  seen  how  feeble,  -in  the  -comparison, 
would  have  been  tbe  check  imposed  by  the  order 
upon  this  branch  of  the  revenue.  In  the  case  of 
the  lands,  it  reached  the  whole  capital,  an-d,  as  has 
been  seen,  imposed  upon  it  a -check  equal  to  some 
ten  per  centum,  while,  in  the  case  of  the  importa- 
tions, it  could  have  reached  but  the  mere  incident 
of  the  duties,  being  only  some  fifteen  per  centum 
upon  the  whole  capital,  and,  at  the  same  rate  of 
calculation,  affording  a check  only  equal  to  about 
one  and  a half  per  centum. 

Again,  excessive  issues  of  paper  by  our  banks 
would  act  directly,  and  to  the  whole  extent,  upon 
the  trade  in  the  public  lands,  so  long  as  the  paper 
continued  to  be  received  in  payment  for  them,  be- 
cause it  would  meet  tbe  w!  ole  cost,  and  constitute 
an  acceptable  medium  for  the  whole  payment, 
while  the  same  excessive  issues  of  the  same  paper 
would  act  but  indirectly  and  incidentally  upon  our 
foreign  trade.  It  might,  to  some  extent,  and  for  a 
limited  period,  cheapen  our  products  to  be  sent 
abroad  and  exchanged  for  foreign  merchandsie,  and 
in  this  way  stimulate  the  foreign  trade.  It  might, 
while  the  paper  remained  nominally  equivalent  to 
gold  and  silver,  and  convertible  into  them,  by- 
cheapening  the  precious  metals,  lead  to  their  profi- 
table exportation,  and  thus  tend  to  make  foreign 
trade  excessive.  And  it  would,  while  the  coun- 
tries with  w)iich  the  business  was  carried  on  re- 
inr.ined  at  a healthful  standard,  add  a direct  stimu- 
lus as  to  that  part  of  tbe  capital  required  to  pay  the 
home  duties.  Still  it  will  be  seen  that  the  impetus 
given  to  foreign  trade  by  excessive  banking  at  home 
| is  indirect,  incidental,  and  partial,  while  that  given 
to  domestic  speculations,  such  as  that  which  has 
recently  taken  place  in  the  public  lands,  is  direct, 
positive,  ami  universal.  These  considerations,  in 
the  minds  of  the  committee,  should  go  far  to  justify 
the  discriminating  application  of  the  order. 

In  the  third  place,  so  large  a portion  of  the  ope- 
rations of  foreign  trade  is  brought  to  the  direct  test 
of  real  capital,  to  the  touchstone  of  a currency  of 
intrinsic  value,  that  excesses  in  that  trade  will  soon 
check  themselves.  Not  so  with  domestic  trade 
based  upon  an  excess  of  paper  currency,  while  that 
paper  continues  to  be  an  acceptable  medium  of 
payment  in  all  its  operations.  So  long  as  that  state 
of  things  can  be  preserved,  the  domestic  excesses 
may  be  continued  and  extended  at  pleasure.  Here, 
again,  our  recent  experience  furnishes  us  proof  of 
the  correctness  of  our  positions.  The  excesses 
may  be  said  to  have  commenced,  in  both  branches 
oT  our  tiade,  at  about  the  same  time.  The  domes- 
tic branch  received  the  earliest  check  in  the  order 
under  consideration,  and  yet  that  portion  of  it  con- 
fined to  the  public  lands  had  increased  six  fold  in 
two  years,  thus  showing  the  direct  and  powerful 
impetus  communicated  to  it,  and  the  unlimited 
power  of  expansion  it  possessed,  until  checked  by 
extraneous  application,  by  the  test  of  real  capital, 
not  introduced  by  its  own  movements,  but  forced 
upon  it  by  an  independent  power.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  application  to  our  domestic  trade,  however 
sudden  and  harsh  as  it  is  supposed  to  have  been, 
months  passed  away  before  the  self-correcting  prin- 
ciple of  the  foreign  trade  produced  any  sensible 
check  in  that  branch.  Yet,  although  its  amount 
bad  not  been  doubled  during  the  whole  period  of 
excess,  when  this  correcting  principle  did  manifest 
its  power,  a business  paralysis  was  felt  throughout  | 


the  whole  country.  All  business  was  suddenly  ar- 
rested, and  the  banks  themselves  were  compelled 
to  suspend  specie  payments,  without  the  ability 
to  give  a hope  ol  resumption,  until  a healthful 
equilibrium  could  be  restored  to  this  trade.  Such 
then  is  the  check  which  the  foreign  trade  contains 
within  itself,  while  the  domestic,  if  once  driven  to 
excess,  must  look  abroad  for  the  corrective;  and 
hence  the  greater  propriety  of  applying  the  order 
in  question  to  the  one  than  to  the  other- 

To  such  as  entertain  the  opinion  that  the  pecuniary 
affairs  of  the  country  were  heathful  and  well,  at  the 
time  this  order  was  issued,  that  nothing  required  to 
be  done,  4to  check  to-be  imposed,  arguments  in  jus- 
tification of  the  other  would  be  addressed  in  vain. — 
But  such  as  admit  that  something  was  required,  some 
protection  to  lire  public  treasur  e and  the  public  do- 
main demanded,  should  ask  themselves  w hat  other, 
or  better  measure  was  in  (he  power  of  the  executive, 
before  they  condemned  this  as  too  sudden,  too  harsh, 
or  too  strong.  They  should  remember  that,  although 
tbe  land  sales  were  -materially  checked,  an-d  the  reve- 
nue from  that  source  beneficially  diminished  by  tbe 
operation  of  lire  or  der,  business  was  not  convulsed, 
trade  was  not  prostrated,  and  the  banks  were  not 
closed,  until  the  commercial  revulsion,  following 
from  the  excesses  of  our  foreign  trade,  interposed 
itself.  That  the  operation  of  the  order  may  have 
hastened,  in  some  small  degree,  the  commercial  re- 
vulsion is  barely  possible;  that  it  was  the  cause  of 
this  revulsion  is  not  possible.  The  supposition  is 
contradicted  by  the  facts  -ol  history,  applicable  as 
well  to  other  countries  as  our  own,  by  the  dates  of 
events,  and  by  tire  necessary  connection  between 
cause  and  effect. 

To  the  complaint  that  the  order  was  made  invi- 
dious by  its  partial  application  to  a single  branch  of 
the  public  revenue,  it  would  seem  to  the  committee 
to  be  a satisfactory  answer  to  say,  that  it  was  made 
applicable  to  that  branch  of  the  revenue -upon  which 
it  would  act  most  efficiently,  as  a check  to  the  pre- 
vailing excesses;  upon  that  branch  of  the  revenue 
■from  which  the  heaviest  surplus  was  accumulating  in 
the_  treasury;  upon  that  branch  of  the  revenue 
which  was  most  in-secure,  as  time  has  since  shown; 
upon  that  branch  ot  the  revenue  which,  horn  the  na- 
ture and  character  of  the  property  out  of  which  it 
arose,  as  well  as  from  the  medium  in  which  it  was 
entirely  paid,  most  needed  protection,  by  an  efficient 
check  upon  the  excesses  of  credit;  and  that,  if  its 
action  was  necessarily  severe,  that  action  was  ma- 
terially mitigated  by  confining  it  to  that  branch  of 
the  revenue  least  diffused,  in  its  exactions  upon  the 
tax-payers  of  the  whole  union. 

So  much  for  the  treasury  circular  of  the  11  Ih  of 
July,  1836,  for  the  peculiar  circumstances  which 
called  it  forth,  for  the  reasons  and  views  which  dic- 
tated it,  for  the  grounds  upon  which  its  partial  and 
particular  application  is  justified,  and  for  answers  to 
the  prominent  objections  against  it. 

The  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks, 
and  the  provisions  of  the  deposite  law  ot  1836,  have, 
since  the  month  of  May,  1837,  rendered  the  order 
in  question  practically  a dead  letter,  and  it  remains, 
to  this  moment,  in  that  state,  umescinded. 

The  senate  has,  dining  its  present  session,  with 
great  and  patient  labor,  digested,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  house  of  representatives,  a bill,  such  as  met  the 
approbation  of  a majority  ot  its  members,  covering 
ail  these  points,  and  calculated  to  make  the  rule  for 
the  cuirency,  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,  in  all  its  branches,  uni- 
form and  identical.  As  has  been  before  remarked, 
one  of  the  sections  of  that  bill  w as,  in  its  supposed 
purpose  and  object,  similar  to  the  first  clause  of  the 
resolution  referred  to  the  committee,  and  now  under 
consideration.  The  vote  of  the  senate,  which  intro- 
duced that  section  into  the  bill,  does  not  leave  room 
for  a doubt  that  the  body  is  decidedly  friendly  to  the 
principle  contained  in  it,  the  principle  of  uniformity 
in  the  currency,  or  media  of  payment,  in  all  branches 
ot  the  public  revenue.  The  question  is  one  which, 
so  far  as  its  present  agitation  is  concerned,  has  ori- 
ginated in  the  action  of  the  executive  department  of 
the  government,  but  tiiat  department  has  repeatedly 
referred  it,  with  all  the  attendant  considerations,  to 
congress,  that  legislation,  so  far  as  congress  should 
think  wise  and  expedient,  might  take  the  place  of 
executive  regulation  and  executive  discretion.  Whe- 
ther, under  these  circumstances,  the  senate  will  con- 
sider it  incumbent  upon  it  to  act  further,  upon  any 
branch  of  this  great  subject,  until  it  shall  be  inform- 
ed of  the  final  disposition,  by  the  house,  of  the  bill 
it  has  sent  down,  covering  the  whole  ground,  is  a 
question  in  relation  to  which  the  committee  do  not 

teel  called  upon  for  the  expression  of  an  opinion. 

If  it  shall  be  supposed  that  this  repetition  of  action 
may  involve  considerations  of  parliamentary  rule,  or 
parliamentary  courtesy,  they  will  appropriate  1 - 

dress  themselves  to  the  senate  itself,  and  not  to  o-.e 
of  its  committees. 
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The  committee  will,  therefore,  leave  this  branch 
of  the  resolution,  with  the  single  remark  is  that,  should 
the  senate  be  disposed  to  adopt  it  in  its  present  form, 
some  exception  may  be  required  to  be  made  in  rela- 
tion to  “the  Virginia  land  scrip,”  now,  expressly,  by 
law,  made  receivable  for  lands,  but  not  for  any  other 
public  dues. 

The  second  clause  of  the  resolution,  proposing  to 
make  bank  notes  the  currency  of  the  public  treasury, 
is  in  the  following  words: 

“And  that,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  congress,  the 
notes  ot  sound  banks,  which  are  payable  and  paid  on 
demand  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  .States,  un- 
der suitable  restrictions,  to  be  forthwith  prescribed  and 
promulgated  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  sh ..II  be 
received  in  payment  of  the  revenue  and  of  debts  and 
dues  to  the  government.” 

The  proposition  here  presented,  also,  has  already 
received  tile  definitive  action  of  the  senate  during 
its  present  session,  hut  not,  like  the  former  one,  the 
favorable  action  of  the  body.  A reference  to  the 
journal  will  show  that,  on  the  24lh  day  of  March 
last,  the  “bill  lo  impose  additional  duties,  as  deposi- 
taries, upon  certain  public  officers,  to  appoint  re- 
ceivers general  of  public  money,  and  to  regulate  the 
safe  keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
lic money  of  t lie  United  States,”  being  under  con- 
sideration, the  following  amendment  was  moved,  to 
stand  as  the  23d  section  of  that  bill,  viz: 

“Sec.  23.  Andie  if  further  enacted,  That  the  revenue 
of  the  United  Stales,  whether  arisingfrom  duties,  taxes, 
debts,  or  sales  of  public  lands,  shall  he  collected  and  re- 
ceived in  gold  and  silver,  or  in  treasury  notes,  cr  in  the 
notes  of  banks  which  are  payable,  and  paid  on  demand, 
in  the  legal  coin  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  such 
regulations  and  restrictions,  in  regard  to  the  notes  of 
specie  paying  banks,  as  aforesaid,  as  congress  may, 
from  time  to  time,  establish  and  prescribe:  Provided 
That  nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
prohibit  receivers  or  collectors  of  the  dues  of  the  go- 
vernment from  receiving  for  the  public  lands  any  kind 
of  innd  scrip,  or  treasury  certificate,  now  authorised  by 
law.’’ 

The  only  substantial  difference  between  these  pro- 
positions is,  that  the  one  now'  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee leaves  the  restrictions  and  regulations,  under 
which  bank  notes  are  to  be  received,  to  the  secretary 
ol  the  treasury,  while  the  one  formerly  offered  to  the 
senate  reserved  to  congress  alone  the  right  of  im- 
posing those  restrictions.  In  all  other  respects  both 
are  substantially  the  same.  The  exclusive  object 
and  purpose  of  both  is  to  make  the  notes  of  specie- 
paying banks  receivable,  by  compulsion  of  law,  in 
all  dues  to  the  government,  and  although  the  one  last 
quoted  enumerates  also  gold  and  silver,  and  treasury 
notes,  yet  the  sole  change  it  proposes  in  the  existing 
laws,  is  as  lo  the  bank  notes,  inasmuch  as  gold  and 
silver,  and  treasury  notes  are,  by  the  existing  laws, 
expressly  made  receivable  in  payment  of  ali  dues  to 
the  United  States.  The  propositions,  therefore,  are 
identical  in  substance,  w ith  the  single  exception  be- 
fore named.  A reference  to  the  senate  journal  of  the 
21th  of  March  last,  will  show  that  a vote  of  t lie  se- 
nate was  taken  upon  the  last  named  proposition,  and 
that  it  was  rejected,  every  senator  being  in  his  seat, 
and  voting  upon  the  question. 

This  part  of  the  resolution,  therefore,  like  the 
former,  is  obnoxious  to  the  objection  that  it  is,  in 
effect,  but  a mere  repetition  ol  a proposition  before 
made  to  the  senate,  and  before  deliberately  and  de- 
finitively acted  upon  by  the  body,  during  its  pre- 
sent session.  The  committee  do  not  mention  this 
fact  to  prove  that  the  senate  either  cannot,  orought 
not,  again  to  entertain  the  preposition,  or  that  it  will 
not  be  the  pleasure  of  the  body  again  to  act  upon  it. 
As  in  relation  to  the  former  clause  of  the  resolution, 
they  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  express  any  opinion 
upon  these  points.  They  are  questions,  as  it  seems 
to  them,  addressing  themselves  (o  the  senate  itself, 
and  not  to  the  committee,  and  with  the  senate  they 
cheerfully  leave  their  decision.  They  will,  how- 
ever, respectfully  suggest  that  a practice  of  this 
sort,  extensively  introduced,  could  not  prove  eco- , 
noiniea!  to  the  time  of  a legislative  body,  or  favora- 
ble to  the  certainty  of  its  action.  The  same  ques- 
tions might,  under  such  a practice,  call  for  a repeti- 
tion of  debate,  and  a repetition  of  votes,  without 
any  material  advance  in  business,  and  as  the  body 
might  chance  to  be  full,  or  thin,  as  to  numbers,  at 
Ihe  precise  moment  of  each  vote,  its  decisions  of 
the  same  questions  might  be  uniform,  or  contradic- 
tor}’. These,  however,  are  considerations  which 
will  not  escape  the  attention  of  Ihe  senate  in  dis- 
posing of  the  propositions  now  presented. 

IIow,  then,  will  the  clause  of  the  resolution  now- 
under  consideration,  if  adopted  and  made  pait  ot 
the  law  of  the  land,  change  the  law  as  it  exists? — 
And  how  w ill  it  affect  the  treasury  and  the  public 
funds?  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  will 
make  a mediu  m of  payment  for  public  dues,  to  wit: 
specie  paying  bank  notes,  compulsory,  which  had 
heretofore  been  merely  permissive;  and  it  will  force 
upon  the  public  treasury  a currency  which  has 


proved,  upon  various  occasions,  to  be  unsafe  and 
dangerous,  w hen  its  receipt  rested  in  the  discretion, 
and,  therefore,  to  some  extent,  upon  the  official  re- 
sponsibility, of  the  fiscal  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment; anil  w hich,  if  made  the  legal  currency  of  the 
treasury,  and  compulsory  upon  it,  will  subject  the 
public  revenues  to  fluctuations,  hazards  and  losses, 
highly  detrimental  to  every  important  interest,  pub- 
lic and  private. 

Are  the  committee  right  in  supposing  that  this 
proposition  involves  the  change  of  ttie  existing 
laws  which  they  have  mentioned?  As  condensed 
an  examination  of  our  legislation  upon  this  subject 
as  can  be  made  shall  answer  this  inquiry. 

The  first  Jaw  passed,  after  the  organization  of 
the  government  under  the  present  constitution, 
touching  the  currency,  or  medium  of  payment,  in 
which  the  public  dues  should  be  collected  ami  re- 
ceived, was  an  act  passed  on  the  31st  day  of  July, 

1789,  entitled  “An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties  imposed  by  law  on  the  tonnage  of  ships,  or 
vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States.”  The  30th  section 
of  that  act  prescribed  the  currency  to  be  received 
under  it,  and  was  in  the  following  words: 

‘ Sec.  30.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  duties 
and  fees  to  be  eoliected  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  re- 
ceived in  gold  and  silver  coin  only,  at  the  following 
rates,  that  is  to  say:  the  gold  coins  ot  France,  England, 
Spain  and  Portugal,  and  all  oilier  gold  coins  of  equal 
fineness,  at  eighty-nine  cents  for  every  pennyweight; 
the  Mexican  dollar  at  one  hundred  cents;  the  crown 
ot  France  at  one  dollar  and  eleven  cents;  the  crown  of 
England  at  one  dollar  and  eleven  cents;  and  all  silver 
coins  of  equal  fineness  at  one  dollar  and  eleven  cents 
per  ounce.” 

This  established  “gold  and  silver  coin  only”  as 
(he  currency  of  t lie  treasury,  so  far  as  the  revenue 
from  customs  was  concerned.  This  act  was  re- 
pealed by  an  act  passed  on  (lie  4th  day  of  August, 

1790,  entitled  “An  act  toprovide  more  effectually  for 
the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods, 
wares  and  merchandize  imported  into  the  U.  S.,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  strips  and  vessels-”  The  5Gth 
section  was  in  the  same  words  with  the  30th  section 
of  the  act  of  17S9  above  quoted,  with  the  following 
addition  at  the  end  of  the  section,  viz.- — “and  cut 
silver  of  equal  fineness  ut  one  dollar  and  six  cents  per 
ounce.” 

The  next  law  which  affected  the  currency  of  the 
treasury  was  the  act  passed  on  the  25th  day  of  Fe- 
bruaiy,  1791,  entitled  “An  act  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.” — 
The  10th  section  of  this  act  was  in  the  following 
w ords: 

“Sec.  10.  And  le  it  further  enacted,  That  the  bills  or 
notes  of  the' said  corporation  originally  made  payable, 
or  which  shall  have  become  payable,  on  demand  in 
gold  or  silver  coin,  shall  be  receivable  in  all  payments 
To  the  Uniied  States.’’ 

These  laws  constituted  the  currency  of  the  trea- 
sury “of  gold  and  silver  coin  only,”  or  of  the  bills 
or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  origi- 
nally made  payable,  or  which  had  become  payable 
on  demand,  in  “gold  and  silver  coin;”  which  cur- 
rency was  made  receivable  in  all  brandies  of  the 
public  revenue,  and  for  all  debts  and  dues  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

With  the  exception  of  Ihe  legislation  as  to  the 
currency,  or  media  of  payment,  receivable  for  the 
public  lands,  before  noticed,  the  committee  find  no 
act  of  congress  changing  this  state  of  the  law,  un- 
til Ihe  passage  of  the  act  of  2d  May,  1799,  entitled 
“An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  ol  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage.”  This  act  repealed  the  act  of 
1790  above  referred  to,  and  all  prior  acts  and  parts 
of  acls  confiding  iciih  its  provisions-,  and  its  74th 
section  is  in  the  words  following: 

“Sec.  74.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  duties  and 
fees  to  he  collected  shall  be  payable  in  money  of  the  U. 
States,  or  in  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins,  at  the  follow- 
ing rates,  that  is  to  say:  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain 
and  Portugal,  of  the  standard  prior  to  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  at  the  rate  ot 
one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty  seven  grains  of  the 
actual  weight  thereof;  the  gold  coins  of  France,  Spain, 
nnd  the  dominions  of  Spain,  of  the  standard  prior  to 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two, 
at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty-seven 
grains  and  twe-fifths  of  a grain  of  the  actual  weight 
thereof;  Spanish  milled  dollars,  at  the  rate  of  one  hun- 
dred cents  for  each  dollar,  the  actual  w-eight  whereof 
shall  not  he  less  than  seventeen  pennyweights  and  se- 
ven grains,  ar.d  in  proportion  for  the  parts  of  a dollar; 
crowns  of  France  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  ten 
cents  for  each  crown,  the  actual  weight  whereof  shall 
not  be  less  than  eighteen  pennyweights  and  seventeen 
grains,  and  in  proportion  for  the  parts  of  a crown; 
Provided,  That  no  foreign  coins  shall  be  receivable, 
which  are  not,  by  law,  a tender  for  the  payment  of  ali 
debts,  except  in  consequence  of  a proclamation  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  authorising  such  foreign 
coins  to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  duties  and  fees 
aforesaid. 


By  ait  act  passed  on  the  9th  day  of  February, 

1 /93,  entitled  “An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and 
tor  other  purposes,”  it  is  provided  that  the  foreign 
coins  above  particularly  named  shall  pass  current, 
“as  money,”  w ithin  the  Uniied  States,  and  be  a ten- 
der in  payment  of  debts,  at  the  rales  above  speci- 
fied, which  explains  the  proviso  of  the  section;  but 
what  is  the  true  legal  construction  of  the  terms, 
“money  of  Ihe  United  States,”  used  in  the  first  part 
of  the  section,  may  require  some  examination. 

On  the  2d  day  ot  April,  1792,  an  act  was  passed 
entitled  “An  act  establishing- a mint,  and  regulating 
the  coins  ot  the  United  Slates.”  This  act  made 
the  first  provision  for  our  national  coinage  and  for 
our  national  coin.  Its  provisions  are  numerous, 
but  it  is  sufficient  for  the  present  purpose  to  say  of 
them  that  they  designate  the  coins  of  gold,  silver 
and  copper,  to  be  coined  at  the  mint,  being  the 
same  designalions  which  the  coins  of  the  United 
States  still  hear;  that  they  regulate  the  value  ot  the 
coins;  and  that  the  16th  section  is  in  the  following 
words: 

“Sec.  16.  And  le  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  gold 
and  silver  coins  winch  shall  have  been  struck  at,  and 
issued  from,  the  said  mint,  shall  be  a lawful  tender  in 
all  payments  whatsoever;  those  of  full  weight,  accord- 
ing to  the  respective  values  herein  before  declared;  and 
those  of  iess  than  lull  weight,  at  values  proportioned 
to  their  respective  weights.’’ 

The  constitution  gives  to  congress  the  power  to 
“coin  money,  regulate  the  value  'thereof,  and  of  fo- 
reign coin;”  and  the  two  acts  last  referred  lo  are 
an  exercise  ol  that  power;  the  latter  providing  tor 
coining  money  by  means  of  a mint  ol  Ihe  United 
States,  and  regulating  the  value  of  the  money  so  to 
be  coined;  and  the  termer  regulating  the  value  of 
foreign  coin.  This  power  is  exclusive  in  congress, 
as  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  expressly 
prohibits  the  states  from  coining  money.  What, 
then,  is  “the  money  of  the  United  States  here  in- 
tended?” In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  is  the 
coin  of  the  United  States:  the  product  of  the  mint 
of  the  United  States;  the  money  coined  by  the  au- 
thority of  congress.  In  this  opinion  tiny  do  not 
suppose  it  possible  they  can  be  mistaken.  The 
construction  seems  to  them  too  clear  (o  admit  cf 
argument  or  question.  The  collocation  of  the 
words  “money  of  the  United  States,”  as  used  in 
the  section  ot  the  act  of  1799,  above  quoted,  would 
seem  to  confirm  this,  as  the  construction  intended 
to  be  given  to  these  words  by  congress,  in  the  pas- 
sage of  that  law.  The  provision  is,  “that  all  duties 
arid  lees  to  be  collected,  shall  be  payable  in  money 
of  Ihe  United  Slates,  or  in  foreign  gold  and  silver 
coins;  thus,  as  it  would  seem  to  tire  committee, 
contemplating  a currency  of  metal  only,  and  using 
the  words  winch  are  used  to  distinguish  between 
the  coinage  ol  our  own  country  and  foreign  coin- 
age. 

It  has  been  seen  that,  prior  to  the  passage  of 
this  law,  the  revenue  from  customs  was,  by  law, 
collectable  iri  gold  and  silver  coin,  or  in  the  bills  or 
notes  of  the  Bank  ol  the  United  States.  If  the  con- 
struction which  the  committee  have  given  above  to 
this  act  ot  1799  be  correct,  the  bills  or  notes  were 
excluded  by  it  irem  the  collections  of  the  revenue 
from  customs,  inasmuch  as  the  112th  section  of 
the  act  repeals  the  act  of  the  4th  of  August,  1790, 
and  further  declares  that  “all  other  acts,  and  parts 
of  acts,  coming  within  the  purvie  w of  this  act,  shall 
be  repealed,  and  thenceforth  cease  to  opeiate.” 
That  branch  of  the  revenue  was,  therefore,  from 
(hat  time  forward,  receivable  in  coin  only;  that  is 
to  say,  “in  money  ot  the  United  States,  or  in  foreign 
gold  and  silver  coins.” 

Between  this  date  and  the  year  1811,  no  changes 
are  found  to  have  been  made  iri  the  law  prescribing 
the  currency,  or  medium  of  payment,  in  which  any 
part  ol  the  public  dues  should  be  received,  other 
than  such  as  have  bc-en  noticed  under  the  former 
head  of  this  report,  being  such  as  affected  that 
branch  of  the  revenue  derivable  from  the  lands  only. 
On  the  SH  day  March,  1811,  the  charter  of  the  old 
Bank  of  the  United  States  expired,  and,  by  an  act 
passed  on  the  19th  of  March,  1812,  the  10th  section 
of  that  charter,  making  the  bills,  or  notes,  ofthe 
corporation  receivable  in  payments  to  the  United 
States  was  repeated.  This  left  Ihe  act  of  1799  the 
unquestioned  rule  as  to  the  currency  receivable  in 
payment  ofthe  revenue  from  customs. 

In  this  same  year,  however,  and  the  three  years 
succeeding,  the  various  laws  before  referred  to,  cf 
1812,  ’13,  ’14,  and  ’15,  authorizing  emissions  of 
treasury  notes,  were  passed;  all  of  which  made  (he 
notes  receivable  i rf  all  branches  of  the  revenue,  and 
for  all  dues  to  the  government.  They,  therefore, 
were  added  to  the  coin,  as  a medium  of  payment  in 
the  collections  of  the  duties  and  fees,  under  the  act 
of  1799,  and  the  other  acts  regulating  the  collection 
of  the  revenue  from  customs. 

On  the  10th  day  of  April,  1810,  the  law  passed 
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to  incorporate  the  second  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
entitled  “an  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.”  The  14th  section 
of  this  act  was  in  the  words  following: 

“Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  bills,  or 
notes  of  the  said  corporation,  originally  made  payable, 
or  which  shall  have  become  payable,  on  demand,  shall 
be  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  United  States,  un- 
less otherwise  directed  by  acts  of  congress.’’ 

In  this  last  clause  of  the  section  referred  to  “acts 
of  congress”  thereafter  to  be  passed,  and  not  to 
acts  of  congress  then  in  force,  then  this  bank  char- 
ter added  a new  medium  of  payment  for  all  public 
dues,  and  made  receivable,  in  all  branches  of  the 
public  revenue,  by  the  then  existing  laws,  “gold 
and  silver  coin,”  “treasury  notes,”  and  “the  bills  or 
notes  of  the  corporation  payable  on  demand.” — 
This  seems  to  have  been  the  construction  given  by 
congress  to  those  laws  in  the  language  used  in  the 
joint  resolution  of  the  30th  day  ot  April,  1810. 
This  resolution,  it  will  be  seen  by  its  date,  passed 
but  twenty  days  after  the  passage  of  the  bank  char- 
ter, made  a change  in  the  legislation  of  con- 
gress, in  relation  to  the  currency'  of  the  public 
treasury  much  greater  than  any  which  had  ever 
before  been  known  to  our  laws.  Indeed,  it  must 
strike  the  attention  of  all,  at  this  day,  as  somewhat 
remarkable,  that,  during  the  existence  of  the  go- 
vernment under  the  constitution,  the  two  bank 
charters  alone  excepted,  no  law,  or  resolution,  or 
expression  of  congress,  had  recognised,  in  any 
form,  or  to  any  extent,  bank  notes  as  a medium  of 
payment  at  the  treasury;  and  that,  even  during  the 
existence  of  the  first  bank  charter,  and  notwith- 
standing the  receivable  character  given  to  its  bills 
and  notes  by  its  10th  section,  before  quoted,  the  law 
of  1709,  before  referred  to,  in  relation  to  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue  from  customs,  and  the  law  of 
1800,  referred  to  under  the  former  head  of  this  re- 
port, in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  were 
both  passed,  and  both  confined  the  payments,  in 
these  respective  branches  of  the  revenue,  to  “spe- 
cie,” “money  of  the  United  States,”  “gold  and 
silver  coin,”  or  “evidences  of  the  public  debt  of 
the  United  States.”  These  laws,  too,  remained  in 
full  and  unquestioned  force,  as  to  these  provisions, 
during  the  whole  remaining  life  of  that  bank  char- 
ter, and  up  to  the  time  of  the  charter  of  the  second 
bank,  in  IS  1 G . 

The  joint  resolution  of  1316,  here  referred  to,  is 
entitled  “a  resolution  relative  to  the  more  effec- 
tual collection  of  the  public  revenue,”  and  is  in  the 
following  words: 

“ Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  Stales  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  That, 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  re- 
quired and  directed  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  to  cause,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  duties, 
taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money  accruing  or  becoming 
payable  to  the  United  Slates,  to  be  collected  and 
paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  Stales,  or 
treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States, 
as  by  law  provided  and  declared,  or  in  notes  of  banks 
which  arc  payable,  and  paid,  on  demand,  in  the  said 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States;  and  that,  from  and 
after  the  twentieth  day  of  February  next,  no  such  du- 
ties, taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money  accruing  or  be- 
coming payable  to  the  United  States,  as  aforesaid, 
ought  to  be  collected  or  received  otherwise  than  in  the 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  treasury  notes, 
or  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes 
of  banks  which  are  payable,  and  paid,  on  demand,  in 
the  said  legal  currency  of  the  Udiied  States.’’ 

Such  was  tlie  resolution  of  the  30lh  of  April, 
I31G;  a resolution  called  into  existence  by  the  de- 
rangement of  our  monetary  system  at  that  particular 
period;  a resolution  which,  its  form  and  its  terms, 
as  well  as  the  circumstances  attending  it,  all  con- 
clusively prove,  was  never  intended,  by  the  congress 
which  passed  it,  to  be  a permanent  regulation  for  the 
currency  of  the  treasury,  but  a temporary  aid  in  an 
attempt  to  recover  from  the  wide  departures  from  the 
law,  which  the  practices  of  the  treasury  department 
had  introduced;  in  an  attempt  to  bring  back,  to  a 
tolerable  slate,  a practical,  not  a legal,  currency 
which  had  become  intolerable.  And  it  should  he 
carefully  borne  in  mind  that  this  resolution  was  not 
designed  to  release  the  standard  of  currency  for  the 
treasury  from  the  operation  of  sound  and  wholesome 
laws,  but  to  relieve  the  treasury  from  a depreciated 
currency,  which  had  been,  and  was  being,  received 
into  it  against  law. 

The  committee  are  not  to  be  understood  as  speak- 
ing in  terms  of  censure  of  the  state  of  things  ex- 
isting in  1810,  in  relation  to  our  monetary  affairs, 
but  merely  as  relating  facts  as  they  appear  upon  the 
face  of  the  statute  book.  We  had  just  then  emerged 
from  a state  of  war.  Our  contest  had  been  with  a 
rich,  and  powerful,  and  skilful,  and  experienced  ene- 
my. Our  resources,  both  in  men  and  money,  were 
vastly  more  limited  than  they  now  are.  A heavy 
balance  of  the  debt  of  the  revolution  remained  un- 
paid, and  our  credit  as  a nation  had  become  but  par- 


tially established,  either  with  our  own  or  foreign 
capitalists.  We  were  unprepared  for  war,  and  the 
expenses  of  making  the  necessary  preparations,  in 
the  midst  of  hostilities,  soon  exhausted  our  treasury, 
and  depressed  our  credit.  In  that  condition,  the 
country  sought  aid  wherever  it  could  be  obtained, 
and,  among  other  resources,  availed  itself  of  Unit 
which  was  ottered  by  a certain  portion  of  the  state 
banking  institutions.  In  this  way  it  became  their 
debtor, "and,  being  unable  to  pay,  was  compelled  to 
wink  at,  and  finally  to  countenance,  their  suspension 
of  specie  payments.  Hence,  also,  arose  the  com- 
pulsion to  make  their  irredeemable  notes  (he  cur- 
rency of  the  treasury;  a compulsion  stronger  than 
the  law;  the  compulsion  of  the  debtor  not  to  refuse 
to  honor  the  paper  of  his  creditor.  Surely,  then, 
the  committee  are  not  disposed  to  cast  censure  upon 
the  able,  and  worthy,  and  patriotic  public  officers, 
through  whom  these  acts  were  performed,  but  to 
mourn,  as  they  did,  over  that  depressed  condition  of 
our  beloved  country  which  forced  its  faithful  public 
servants  to  these  extremities. 

To  extricate  the  treasury  from  these  embarrass- 
ments, and,  as  far  as  might  be,  to  reclaim  the  cur- 
rency generally  from  derangements  thus  brought 
upon  it,  was  the  design  and  object  of  the  resolution 
under  consideration;  and  who,  that  has  examined 
our  previous  legislation,  will  believe  that,  but  for 
these  derangements,  growing  principally  out  of  loans 
and  advances  to  the  government  in  the  hour  of  its 
utmost  need,  the  resolution  of  131G  would  have  ever 
met  the  approbation  of  a congress  of  that  day?  And 
who,  in  view  of  all  these  considerations,  will  believe 
that  the  congress  which  did  pass  that  resolution  in- 
tended to  render  it  compulsory  as  to  the  receipt  of 
the  notes  of  the  state  banks  in  payment  of  all  public 
dues,  and  thus  (o  fasten  upon  the  public  treasury,  as 
a permanent  and  obligatory  medium  of  payment,  for 
all  future  time,  that  very  currency  from  which  the 
country  had  sulferred,  and  was  then  suffering,  so 
severely? 

Was  the  resolution  imperative  as  to  the  receiva- 
bilily  of  the  notes  of  tlie  local  banks?  Such  is  not 
the  construction  which  the  committee  give  to  it. — 
The  resolution  names  four  distinct  media  of  paj'- 
ment  for  the  public  dues,  viz:  the  legal  currency  of 
the  United  Slates,  (gold  and  silver  coin,)  treasury 
notes,  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  de- 
mand in  tlie  legal  currency  of  the  United  Stales. — 
The  first  three  are  mentioned  as  currency,  or  media, 
‘‘as  by  law  provided  and  declared,”  as  it  has  been 
seen  they  were,  while  the  committee  look  upon  the 
enumeration  of  the  last,  it  not  being  a currency,  or 
medium  of  payment  for  the  public  treasury,  “by  law 
provided  and  declared,”  as,  in  substance,  granting  a 
permission  to  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  treasury  to 
make  it  such,  if  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the 
legal  currency;  as,  in  effect,  saying  to  the  receivers 
of  public  money,  in  all  (he  departments,  you  may  re- 
ceive the  notes  of  the  local  banks  in  payments  to 
tlie  United  Stales,  provided  they  are  redeemable  and 
redeemed,  on  demand,  in  coin;  you  are  now  receiv- 
ing them  while  they  are  irredeemable;  but  after  the 
20th  day  of  February  next,  you  “ought”  not  to  re- 
ceive them  in  that  state. 

Another  view  of  the  resolution  will  strengthen 
this  construction.  If  it  is  imperative  as  to  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  notes  of  any  local  banks  which  are  paya- 
ble, and  paid  on  demand,  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States,  il  is  equally  imperative  that  the  notes 
of  all  local  banks,  which  are  so  paid,  shall  be  re- 
ceived. Will  the  idea  be  entertained,  for  a moment, 
that  the  congress  of  1816  intended  this?  Will  it  be 
believed  that  they  intended  to  make  tlie  notes  of  all 
the  banks  in  the  union,  and  of  all  which  the  slates 
should,  thereafter,  charter,  and  which  should,  atihe 
moment,  be  specie-paying  banks,  an  effective  tender, 
at  any  and  every  point  in'  t he  union,  in  payment  of 
all  government  dues?  The  committee  cannot  enter- 
tain such  an  opinion.  They  will  not  believe  that  the 
majority  of  any  congress  of  the  United  Slates,  which 
has  ever  yet  assembled,  would  have  adopted  a rule 
for  (he  currency  of  the  public  treasury  so  incalcula- 
bly dangerous.  To  them  the  resolution  seems  to 
have  had  one  distinct  and  leading  object,  viz:  the 
discontinuance  of  the  receipt,  at  the  treasury,  of  the 
notes  of  banks  which  were  no!  payable,  and  paid  on 
demand,  in  the  legal  coin  of  the  United  States.  Still 
the  banks,  whose  notes  were  to  be  excluded  by  such 
a rule,  were  the  banks  which  had  aided  the  govern- 
ment in  its  then  recent  troubles,  and  to  which  it  stood 
indebted.  Hence  the  advisory,  rather  than  manda- 
tory, language  in  which  the  interdiction  was  couched 
in  the  last  part  of  Hie  resolution;  and  hence,  too,  the 
inducement  as  to  the  receipt  of  the  notes,  in  case 
they  were  redeemed  in  specie,  proffered  in  the  first 
part  of  the  resolution.  Those  portions  which  relate 
to  “the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,”  (o  the 
“treasury  notes,”  and  to  the  “notes  of  the  bank  of 
Hip  United  States,”  were  not  inserted  to  constitute. 


by  the  force  of  law,  a currency  tor  the  treasury;  for 
they  were  then,  by  tlie  law,  the  currency  of  the 
treasury  for  all  payments  to  the  United  States  — 
They  were  not  made  the  currency  of  the  treasury  by 
the  resolution,  but  were  so  before  the  resolution  had 
existence,  and  were  described  in  it  as  the  currency 
ill  which  the  public  dues  were  to  be  paid,  “as  bylaw 
provided  and  declared.” 

The  resolution,  then,  was  not  designed  to,  and 
did  not,  prescribe  and  establish  a currency  obliga- 
tory upon  tlie  treasury,  but  recited  that  which  was 
so,  “as  by  law  provided  and  declared;”  ar.d  autho- 
rized the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  add  to  it,  in 
the  collections  ol  the  revenue,  the  notes  of  banks 
which  were  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  while  it  pro- 
nounced the  opinion  of  congress  that  he  ‘ ought” 
not,  alter  a day  named,  to  receive,  in  those  collec- 
tions, the  notes  of  banks  which  did  not  redeem 
their  notes  in  specie  on  demand.  If  this  question 
be  yet  doubtful,  the  committee  will  refer  to  the 
cotemporaneous  construction  of  the  government, 
and  its  agents,  as  shown  by  their  practice  under 
the  resolution,  to  establish  the  point.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  the  charter  of  the  second  Bank  of 
the  United  States  passed  congress  on  the  10th  day 
of  April,  1816,  just  twenty  days  before  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  in  question.  By  t he  16th  section 
of  that  charter,  “Ike' deposiies  of  the  money  of  tl.e 
United  Slates  in  places  in  which  the  said  bank  uml 
branches  thereof  may  be  established,  shall  be  made  in 
said  bank  or  branches  thereof,”  fyc.  In  pursuance 
of  this  requirement,  the  public  money  placed  was 
in  the  bank  and  its  branches  for  safe-keeping  and 
disbursement,  as  soon  as  the  institution  was  pre- 
pared to  receive  it;  and  the  bank  became  at  eveiy 
important  point  in  the  union,  the  fiscal  agent  of  the 
treasury,  both  for  the  collection  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  revenues.  If,  then,  the  receipt  of  tlie 
notes  of  all  the  specie-paving  banks  of  the  country 
was  made  compulsory  upon  the  treasury  by  the 
joint  resolution  of  1816,  (for  it  has  already  been 
shown  that  if  the  receipt  of  any  such  notes  was 
compulsory,  the  receipt  of  all  was  so,)  it  made  the 
receipt  of  all  such  notes  equally  compulsory  upon 
(he  bank,  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  treasury,  so  far 
as  the  collection  of  the  public  dues  was  concerned. 
Did  the  bank  so  construe  the  resolution,  or  so 
practise  under  it?  It  shall  speak  lor  itself,  in  the 
language  used  in  the  24th  and  25th  of  its  rules  and 
regulations,  adopted  on  the  3d  day  of  January, 
IS  1 7,  for  the  government  of  its  branches.  It  will 
be  seen  by  the  dates,  that  these  rules  and  regula- 
tions were  adopted  just  eight  months,  and  three 
days  after  the  passage  of  the  resolution  by  con- 
gress, and  the  two  here  referred  to  are  in  the  words 
following: 

“Ar.TiCLE  xxiv.  The  offices  of  discount  and  ceposite 
shall  receive,  in  payment  of  (he  revenue  of  the.  United 
States,  the  notes  of  such  state'banks  as  redeem  their 
engagements  v illi  specie,  and  provided  they  are  the 
noles  of  banks  located  in  the  city  or  place  where  Hie 
office  receiving  them  is  established.  And  also  lire 
notes  of  such  other  banks,  as  a special  deposite  on  be- 
half ot  the  government,  as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
may  require. 

“Article  xxv.  The  office  of  discount  and  deposite 
shall,  at  least  o'nce  every  week,  settle  with  the  stale 
banks  for  their  notes  received  in  payment  of  the  reve- 
nue, or  for  engagements  of  individuals  to  the  banks,  so 
as  to  prevent  The  balances  due  lo  the  office  front  swell- 
ing to  an  inconvenient  amount.” 

Here  is  the  construction  put  upon  this  resolution 
by  the  bank,  immediately  after  its  passage,  and 
betbie  the  day  named  in  it  had  arrived,  when  the 
treasury  was  to  cease  to  receive  the  notes  of  non- 
specie-paying banks.  Here,  too,  are  the  rules 
which  were  to  govern,  and,  which  did  govern,  the 
practice  ol  the  bank  under  the  resolution;  and  the 
committee  are  bound  to  presume  that  the  construc- 
tion and  the  rules  met  the  approbation  of  those  offi- 
cers of  the  government  whose  duty  it  was  to  see 
tlie  laws  faithfully  executed  in  this  particular,  as 
they  were  bound  lo  see  that  their  fiscal  agent  per- 
formed what  they  held  themselves  obliged  to  per- 
form, in  consequence  of  this  resolution.  They  are 
also  bound  to  presume  that  this  practice  was  in 
accordance  with  the  intention  of  the  members  of 
congress  who  voted  for  the  resolution,  and  with  the 
construction  given  to  it  by  the  state  banks  interest- 
ed, as  the  practice  appears  to  have  governed  the 
conduct  of  the  bank,  without  any  interference  on 
the  part  cf  congress,  from  the  time  the  rules  and 
regulations  were  adopted,  until  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, 1S33,  wdten  the  public  money  ceased  to  be  de- 
posited with  the  institution.  Surely,  then,  after 
such  evidences  of  cotemporaneous  construction,  it 
will  not  be  contended  that  the  resolution  of  1816 
was  intended  to,  or  did,  make  the  receipt  r f r'l 
specie-paying  bank  notes  obligatory  upon  the  u. 
sury. 

[to  ee  coxrT.TTprn  in  next  itEcisTru.] 
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CHRONICLE. 

A remarkable  fact  is  presented  in  the  late  annual  re- 
port of  the  several  school  districts  in  Connecticut  which 
is  probably  without  a precedent.  Among  the  names 
returned,  as  scholars  in  one  of  the  western  districts  of 
that  state,  are  those  of  a mother  and  child,  both  be- 
tween the  ages  of  four  and  sixteen. 

The  army.  The  promotions  consequent  upon  the 
death  of  colonel  William.  Lindsay,  of  the  2d  artillery, 
have  been  made,  viz. 

Lieut,  col.  James  Bankhead,  of  the  4th  artillery,  and 
lieut.  col.  by  brevet,  to  be  colonel  of  the  2d  artillery. 

Major  A.  C,  W.  Fanning,  of  the  4th  artillery,  and 
col.  by  brevet,  to  be  lieut.  col.  of  the  4th  artillery. 

Captain  F.  S.  Belton,  of  the  2d  artillery,  to  be  major 
of  the  4th  artillery. 

First  lieut.  Michael  M.  Clark  to  be  captain  of  the  2d 
artillery.  [Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

Mouths  of  the  Mississippi.  The  surveys  which  have 
been  for  some  time  past  in  progress,  under  the  charge 
of  capt.  A Taleott,  (formerly  of  the  engineer  corps,) 
are  now  nearly,  or  quite,  completed,  and  a report  there- 
on will  soon  be  made  to  the  board  of  engineers. 

Upon  the  receipt  and  consideration  of  this  report,  it 
will  be  determined  by  die  board  whether  either  of  the 
plans  that  have  beeri  proposed  to  deepen  the  waters 
of  the  Mississippi  near  its  mouths  shall  be  adopted; 
or  whether  an  entirely  new  and  different  plan  shall  be 
pursued. 

The  commissioners  of  the  navy,  accompanied  by  their 
secretary,  left  the  city  on  last  Monday  morning,  on 
their  annual  tour  of  inspection  of  the  northern  navy 
yards.  [Ibid. 

Deserters  are  crossing  to  Ccrmvall  from  the  Ameri- 
can troops  stationed  at  Fort  Covington,  every  day. 
Four  crossed  last  night,  and  two  the  night  before. 
Twelve  in  one  body  landed  below  Gray’s  creek  on. 
Tuesday  last.  They  wear  the  Yankee  uniform,  and 
are  composed  of  Irish,  English  and  Scotch.  The  few' 
remaining  at  that  place  are  ordered  to  the  interior. 

[Cornwall  Observer. 

During  a time  of  peace,  desertions  will  take  place 
from  all  unniesi  The  soldier’s  life  is  then  a life  of  in- 
activity, and  many  who  would  make  good  soldiers  in 
war,  desert  because  they  like  a change.  A few  days 
ago  two  privates  came  into  Montreal,  in  full  uniform, 
having  deserted  from  the  lines  somewhere  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Rouse’s  Point,  and  a few  weeks  ago  we 
saw  at  Chatham,  on  the  Thames,  two  deserters  from 
the  United  States  army.  They  offered  to  enlist  in  the 
British  army,  but  the  commanding  officer  at  that  post 
would  not  receive  them. 

Desertion  is  very  frequent  from  the  British  regiments 
in  Canada,  also.  Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  pre- 
vent it  by  stationing  only  married  men  near  the  lines, 
but  the  soldiers  will  go  oft’ notwithstanding. 

[iV.  Y.  Com. 

The  French  frigate  Astree  dropped  down  to  the 
roads  yesterday  morning.  She  will  probably  sail  for 
Mexico  to  join  t he  French  blockading  squadron,  which 
has  been  probably  reinforced  ere  this  by  the  arrival  of  the 
fleet  from  France  with  the  prince  de  Joinvilleon  board. 

[Norfolk  Beacon,  Oct.  10. 

The  crew  of  trie  United  States  ship  Lexington,  on 
hearing  of  the  promotion  of  their  commander,  John 
II.  Clack,  esq.  to  the  rank  of  post-  captain,  subscribed 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  for  the  purchase  of  a 
pair  of  gold  epaulets,  to  be  presented  to  him  in  behalf 
of  the  ship’s  company.  Having  been  ordered  to  sea 
before  they  could  procure  the  epaulets,  they  enclosed 
the  money  to  him,  with  the  request  that  he  would  ap- 
propriate it  to  that  object.  Capt.  Clack,  in  a suitable 
note,  declined  accepting  the  money,  and  it  wms  re- 
turned to  the  crew. 

An  expensive  railway.  The  total  estimated  cost  of 
the  great  western  railway  in  England  is  £4, 230,934,  or 
■£3(5433  per  mile  for  117  1-2  miles,  exclusive  of  £23,000 
for  parliamentary  and  general  expenses,  and  exclusive 
of  locomotive  power  and  carriages. 

North  Eastern  boundary.  The  Bangor  Whig  states 
that  the  boundary  commissioners,  twelve  in  number, 
started  for  the  line  during  the  last  week,  and  no  doubt 
have  arrived  at  their  destination,  which  is  the  north 
west  angle  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Noble  liberality.  It  will  be  recollected  that  we  pub- 
lished, a few  weeks  since  the  fact,  that  a farmer  in  Bel- 
ehertown  cleared  nearly  $5,000  on  the  product  of  three- 
fourths  of  an  a re  of  mulberries.  We  have  since  ac- 
tually learned  another  fact  in  relation  to  this  individual, 
which  wc  cannot  refrain  giving  to  the  public.  The 
gentleman  alluded  to  makes  it  a practice  to  give  one- 
fifth  of  all  his  annual  income  to  charitable  objects;  and 
this  year,  having  been  highly  prosperous,  his  contri- 
bution in  this  way,  will  not  be  less  than  two  thousand 
dollars!  Is  there  another  case  in  the  commonwealth 
of  equal  liberality?  We  have  withheld  the  name  of  this 
benevolent  man  because  we  suppose  his  humility  and 
unobstrusiveness  would  not  covet  the  vain  honor  of 
having  his  name  trumpeted  abroad,  in  connection  with 
his  noble  liberality,  which  we  have  made  known  to  the 
public  without  his  knowledge. 

[Hampshire  (Mass.)  Gaz. 

Rathbun  the  forger.  ."The  jury  on  the  trial  of  Benja- 
min Rathbun,  at  Batavia,  New  York,  brought  in  a 
verdict  of  guilty.  An  application  was  made  to  sus- 
pend the  sentence,  which  the  court  refused,  and  sen- 
tenced him  to  five  years  imprisonment. 


The  Ohio  river,  says  the  Cincinnati  Gazette,  has 
risen  three  inches.  This  we  trust  is  the  commencement 
of  arise  that  will  soon  render  it  navigable  for  steam- 
boats. The  Gazette  adds,  that  goods  are  arriving  slow- 
ly, in  keel  and  flat  boats,  from  Portsmouth,  Wheeling, 
and  Pittsburgh.  A large  amount  of  merchandize  for 
Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  Missouri,  is  lying  at  Pitts- 
burgh awaiting  the  rise  of  the  water.  The  low  stage 
of  the  Ohio  river  is  not  without  some  advantages.  The 
authorities  of  Cincinnati  are  causing  the  rocks  in  front 
of  the  city  to  be  removed.  The  United  States  snag 
boats  are  removing  a number  of  coal  boats  sunken  in 
the  river. 

The  whaie  ship  Vermont,  Howland,  of  this  place, 
arrived  at  New  York  on  Tuesday  last,  in  125  days 
from  New  Zealand,  having  on  board  2,600  barrels  of 
whale  oil,  200  of  sperm,  and  20,000  pounds  of  bone. 
She  has  been  out  but  fourteen  months  and  ten  days, 
and  has  made  a most  splendid  voyage.  Her  cargo,  as 
the  market  now  stands,  is  worth  at  least  $36,000  cash. 

[Poughkeepsie  Eagle. 

The  New  Orleans  Bee  states  that  the  ball  room  and 
1 baths  attached  to  the  City  Exchange  hotel  have  been 
rented  for  the  large  sum  of  $39,000. 

The  following  is  tire  amount  of  inspections  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore  for  the  quarter  ending  30th  Septem- 
ber, 18-33,  exclusive  of  returns  made  to  the  state,  viz-, 
100,944  barrels  wheat  flour, 

4, 93S  half  do.-  do. 

943  barrels  rye, 

225  libels,  corn  meal, 

886  barrels  corn  meal. 

107  do.  beef,  Baltimore  packed. 

2 half  do.  do. 

110  barrels  pork,  do. 

,936  kegs  butter. 

C71  do.  lard. 

Jesse  Homt,  register. 

A revolutionary  hero  gone.  The  Darien  Telegraph 
announces  the  death,  on  the  15th  ultimo,  (at  the  resi- 
dence of  his  son,  Mr.  Jordan  Ryals,)  of  Henry  Ryals, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  110  years.  He  retained  his  fa- 
culties to  the  last.  He  was  one  of  the  patriotic  band 
who  fought  for  the  liberties  we  enjoy.  May  the  grass 
grow  green  over  his  venerated  grave. 

Salem  Savings  bank.  The  trustees  of  the  Savings 
bank  in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  have  declared  an  extra 
divided  of  ten  per  centum  from  the  accumulating 
fund  for  the  last  five  years.  This  fund  amounts  to 
about  $30,000,  and  it  is  now  to  be  distributed  to  about 
2,000  persons,  who  have  been  depositors  from  one  to 
live  years.  The  institution  has  now  deposites  to  the 
amount  of  $430,000,  belonging  to  2,777  depositors,  and 
has  not,  since  its  establishment,  lost  a dollar. 

The  Louisville  Journal  of  the  4th  inst.  states  that,  as 
gen.  Atkinson  and  his  family  were  recently  returning 
to  Jefferson  barracks  from  St.  Louis,  where  they  had 
been  on  a visit,  the  carriage  in  which  they  were  riding 
was  attacked  by  two  ruffians,  one  of  whom  seized  the 
reins  of  the  horses,  whilst  the  other  placed  himself  im- 
mediately in  front,  to  stop  the  carriage  until  the  arrival 
of  several  accomplices  who  were  close  at  hand.  The 
driver,  who  fortunately  had  a pistol,  shot  the  person 
who  held  the  reins,  and,  putting  whip  to  his  horses, 
succeeded  in  extricating  the  party  from  further  peril. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  a few  weeks  ago,  judge 
Dougherty,  one  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  St. 
Louts,  was  murdered  upon  the  same  road,  and  no  doubt 
the  general  and  his  family  were  preserved  (rom  a simi- 
lar fate  by  the  presence  of  mind  of  his  carriage  driver. 
A number  of  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis  visited  the  place 
of  attack  next  morning,  but.  were  unable  to  trace  the 
assailants.  Considerable  blood  was  discovered  upon 
the  spot,  but  the  accomplices,  to  avoid  detection,  had 
carried  away  the  body. 

The  coal  business.  Our  trade,  says  the  Pottsville 
Journal,  is  brought  nearly  to  a stand  again,  by  a colli- 
sion between  the  dealers,  operators  and  boatmen,  as 
regards  the  price  of  freight.  A large  number  of  the 
dealers  below  have  sent  orders  not  to  ship  coal  for  over 
$1.30  per  ton.  The  boatmen  will  not  budge  under 
$1.50,  and  the  consequence  is,  the  operators  are  com- 
pelled to  suspend  nearly  all  the  business. 

Colleges.  The  present  senior  class  of  Princeton  col- 
lege contains  eighty-one  members.  The  last  contained 
seventy-six,  which  was  the  largest  that  ever  graduated 
at  one  time.  One  hundred  and  two  students  have  en- 
tered Dartmouth  college  since  its  commencement. — 
The  Freshmen  class  contains  ninety-seven  students. — 
The  rev.  James  Walker,  D.  D.,  has  been  nominated  to 
the  professorship  of  moral  philosophy  in  the  university 
at  Cambridge,  and  Jared  Sparks  to  that  of  history. 

The  Nashville, Banner  gives  information  of  the  fever 
prevailing  at  Knoxville,  received  through  the  medium 
of  a private  letter,  dated  the  28th  ult.,  from  which  it 
appears  that  it  had  not  abated  in  violence.  Judge 
White  had  experienced  an  attack,  which,  however, 
had  assumed  a decidedly  favorable  aspect. 

I Vinter ’s  coming.  They  had  ice  in  Boston  on  Mon- 
day morning.  Mighty  thin  it  was,  and  evanished  like 
a skuking  ghost,  at  ihe  first  glance  of  old  Sol’s  burly 
visage;  but  ice,  nevertheless,  “and  no  mistake.” 

[N.  Y.  Com.  Ado. 

The  governor  of  Maryland  has  appointed  Jos.  H. 
Nicholson  secretary  of  state,  in  the  place  of  John  H. 
Culbriih,  esq.  resigned. 


African  colonization.  The  following  resolutions,  of- 
fered by  the  rev.  T.  B.  Batch',  agent  of  the  American 
Colonization  society,  were  passed  at  the  late  meeting  of 
the  Winchester  (.Virginia)  Presbytery,  without  a dis- 
senting voice:  ” " ■ 

Whereas  the  directors  of  the  American  Colonization 
society  have  determined  to  raise,  within  some  short 
time,  the  sum  of  $100,000,  for  the  purpose  of  strength- 
ening our  colonies  planted  on  the  western  coast  of  Af- 
rica; and  whereas,  without  a vigorous  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  there  is  a pos- 
sibility that  those  Christian  settlements  may  eventually 
mingle  with  Pagan  Africa:  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  effort,  on  the  part  of  said  direc- 
tors, meets  with  the  unqualified  approbation  of  this 
Presbytery, 

2.  Be  it  resolved,  That  this  Presbytery  recommend 
to  all  its  ministers  to  call  the  attention  of  their  several 
congregations  to  this  vitally  important  subject. 

3.  Be  it  further  resolved,  That,  as  a member  of  this 

Presbytery  has  accepted  an  agency  for  the  state  of 
Virginia,  in  behalf  of  the  American  Colonization  so- 
ciety, permission  be  hereby  given  him  to  visit  all  the 
congregations  located  within  our  bounds  and  subject 
to  our  care.  • 

A plan  is  on  foot  in  New  York  to  obtain,  by  sub- 
scription, funds  for  the  purchase  of  a suitable  vessel,  to 
be  sold  to  such  free  persons  of  color  as  will  agree  to 
man  her  with  colored  seamen  and  navigate  her  as  a 
regular  packet  between  this  country  and  Liberia,  on 
condition  that  payment  be  made  for  her  by  conveying 
emigrants  front  time  to  time  from  the  Lhiited  States  to 
the  settlements  in  Liberia.  It  is  recommended  by  gen- 
tlemen of  high  standing,  as  calculated  to  render  more 
efficient  than  heretofore  the  enterprize  of  colonization, 
and  to  open  new  and  hitherto  untried  avenues  to  use- 
fulness and  prosperity,  to  the  minds  of  men  of  color 
both  in  this  country  and  in  Liberia. 

The  steamboat  inspectors  at  Cincinnati,  under  the 
act  of  congress,  have  condemned  the  boilers  of  several 
boats,  and  they  consequently  have  discontinued  run- 
ning. The  provisions  of  the  law,  if  rigidly  enforced, 
will  undoubtedly  prevent  the  wanton  loss  of  life  and 
property  which  has  so  frequently  occurred  during  the 
iast  live  years. 

Health  of  New  Orleans.  For  several  weeks  back, 
some  quarters  of  our  city  have  been  visited  by  a singu- 
lar species  of  disease.  It  usually  sets  in  with  severs 
headache,  pains  in  the  back,  and  other  symptoms  which 
induce  many  to  regard  it  as  a species  of  yellow  fever. 
Where  such  mistakes  have  been  made,  and  powerful 
medicines  given,  the  worst  consequences  have  ensued 
at  times.  If  let  alone,  or  treated  only  with  cooling 
drinks,  the  disease  generally  departs  in  three  or  four 
days.  Like  the  bexgue,  it  proves  more  violent  with  the 
aged  and  infirm  than  with  the  hearty  and  young. 

[Courier,  Oct.  3. 

The  common  council  of  Boston  have  fixed  upon  56 
as  the  number  of  representatives  for.  that  city  in  the 
general  court. 

Oregon  coast.  Senator  Linn,  of  Missouri,  addressed 
a letter  *o  ihe  secretary  of  the  navy,  on  the  8th  ultimo, 
suggesting  the  propriety  of  instructing  the  commander 
of  the  South  sea  exploring  expedition  to  spend  some 
months  on  the  Oregon  coast,  and  to  direct  the  scientific 
corps  to  explore  the  interior  of  that  territory,  “with  a 
view  to  a better  knowledge  of  its  geography,  geology, 
mineralogy,  natural  history  ,and  its  resources  generally.’’ 
In  answer  to  which,  the  secretary  informs  him  that  his 
wishes  have  been  anticipated,  and  that  instructions  had 
been  given  accordingly.  [Missouri  News. 

Sir  John  Herschell’s  compliment  to  Americans.  At  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  British  association  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  science,  at  New  Castle,  sir  John  Her- 
schell,  in  speaking  of  those  persons  who  had  corres- 
ponded with  him  upon  the  subject  of  meteorology,  said 
that  he  had  received  communications  from  different 
parts  of  the  globe,  giving  valuable  information  upon 
meteorological  observations  made,  but  to  none  had  he 
to  express  his  obligations  in  stronger  terms  than  to  the 
“philosophers  of  America.” 

American  clergymen  at  Jerusalem.  The  following  is 
an  extract  from  a letter  addressed  by  professor  Robin- 
son, of  the  New  York  Theological  seminary,  now  in 
Asia,  to  his  friend,  Dr.  McAuley: 

“Here  we  had  the  pleasure  of  Ending  all  'the  mem- 
bers of  the  Syrian  mission  (excepting  Mr.  Pease,  of 
Cyprus)  assembled  to  hold  their  general  meeting.  A-l 
the  family  from  Beirout  was  present.  We  form  alloge- 
ther  a band  of  ten  American  ministers  of  the  gospel; 
Mr.  Nicholayson  is  the  eleventh,  and,  within  two  or 
three  daj's,  Mr.  Paxton,  of  Beirout,  has  arrived  with  his 
family.  Probably  so  large  a number  of  Protestant  cler- 
gymen never  met  in  the  Holy  City — certainly  not  from 
the  ne  w world.’’ 

Important  to  wheat  growers.  A New  Hampshire 
fanner  states,  in  the  Newburyport  Herald,  that  his 
neighbors  and  himself  have  fully  ascertained  the  fact, 
that  the  sowing  of  spring  wheat  is  an  effectual  remedy 
against  the  wevil.  They  have  fur  three  or  four  years 
sowed  the  Black  Sea  wheat,  from  the  20th  of  May  to 
the  1st  of  June,  and  found  not  the  slightest  injury  from 
the  wevil.  Those  fields  sown  a few  days  earlier,  from 
the  15th  to  the  20th,  were  slightly  affected,  and  those 
sown  earlier  nearly  destroyed. 
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Elections..  Sixty-five  counties  in  Ohio  gave  Shannon 
(Ad.)  a majority  of  7,011  votes  over  Vance  (whig)  for 
the  office  of  governor. 

According  to  a statement  in  the  “Globe,’’  twelve 
friends  of  the  ndministarlion  and  six  whigs  have  been 
elected  to  the  senate,  leaving  one  district  to  be  heard 
from.  To  the  house  of  representatives  thirty-nine 
friends  of  the  administration  and  twenty-nine  whigs 
have  been  elected — four  districts  to  be  heard  from. 

The  following  members  of  congress  are  believed  to 
be  elected,  showing  an  administration  gain  of  three. 
ron  CONGRESS. 


Districts. 

1st 

Whigs. 

Administration. 
A.  Duncan. 

2d 

J.  B.  Weller. 

-1th 

T.  Corwin. 

5th 

W.  Doan. ' 

7th 

W.  K.  Bond. 

8th 

J.  Ridgeway. 

9th 

Wm.  Medill. 

10th 

S.  Mason.  ■ 

11th 

J.  Parrish. 

12th 

J.  Taylor. 

13th 

D.  P.  Leadbetter. 

14th 

Geo.  Svveney. 

15;h 

J.  W.  Allen. 

16th 

J.  R.  Giddings. 

17th 

J.  Hastings. 

18th 

D.  A.  Starkweather 

19th 

H.  Swearingen. 

judge — that  the  officers  of  the  five  first  wards  refused 
to  let  them  see  or  know  any  thing  that  had  been  done 
during  the  whole  day — and  that  they  had  not  called  out 
the  votes  publicly,  as  required  by  law,  at  any  of  these 
wards— together  with  other  illegalities.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  return  judges,  by  a vote  ol  10  to  7, 
refused  to  receive  the  returns  from  this  district.  Mr. 
Naylor  and  his  friends  opposed  the  rejection  on  the 
ground  that  the  17  return  judges  had  no  right  to  inquire 
whether  the  returns  from  the  Northern  Liberties  were 
legal  or  illegal.” 

The  result  of  the  congressional  election  in  New  Jer- 
sey is  still  doubtful,  and  cannot  be  ascertained  until  the 
meeting  of  the  legislature  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  whig  majority  in  the  legislature,  on  joint  ballot, 
it  is  stated,  will  be  8. 

Maryland.  The  Annapolis  Republican  contains  the 


The  3d  and  6th  districts,  now  represented  by  P.  IT. 
Goode  and  Calvary  Morris,  (whigs,)  are  yet  to  be  heard 

from. 

It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Kilgore,  a conservative,  from  the 
19th  district,  in  the  present  congress,  from  which  Mr. 
Swearingen  has  been  elected  to  the  next  congress,  has 
resigned  his  seat;  for  the  reason  that  he  regards  Mr. 
S.’s  election  as  antindication  that  his  district  is  in  favor 
of  the  sub-’reasury  scheme. 

Pennsylvania.  It  is  believed  that  Porter's  majority 
ove  r fUtner  will  not  be  less  than  8,000  votes. 

Wo  have  r-o  statements  which  can  be  relied  on  as  to 
the  COi.  nlexion  of  the  legislature:  bo-la  parties  claim  a 

r.— .••ruj  . 

The  returns  of  the  congressional  election  are  also 
very  vague — and  we  can  form  no  opinion  of  the  result; 
but  we  do  not  think  it  will  vary  very  materially  from  its 
present  pojitical  character. 

The  contest  between  Messrs.  Naylor  an  A Ingersoll  in 
the  3d  district,  has  caused  much  angry  discussion,  and 
the  respective  parties  have  held  meetings  to  pronounce 
upon  the  character  of  the  judges,  &.C.  It  is  almost  im- 
possible to  get  at  the  facts  in  this  case,  from  the  exagge- 
rated statements  in  relation  to  it;  but  in  substance  they 
seem  to  be  as  follows:  The  inspectors  (or  officers)  of 

the  seventh  ward  in  the  Northern  Liberties,  who  were 
friends  of  the  administration  lost  their  taU"  hpoh;  and 
there  were  also  some  alleged  errors  or  frauds  practised 
during  the  election  in  other  wards.  In  consequence, 
Mr.  Ingersoll  appeared  before  the  return  judges,  at  the 
state  house  on  Friday  the  12th  inst.,  and  demanded  the 
rejection  of  the  whole  of  the  returns  from  the  seven 
wards  of  which  the  Northern  Liberties  is  composed, 
which  gave  3,315  for  Naylor  and  1,979  for  Ingersoll.  The 
case  was  argued  by  Mr.  Ingersoll  and  Mr.  Naylor,  &c. 
and  the  result  vjias,  that  qf  the  seventeen  judges  assem- 
bled at  thy  state  house  to  examine  the  returns,  ten,  who 
were  friends  of  the  administration,  decided  that  the  en- 
tire returns  of  the  Northern  Liberties  should  be  reject- 
ed, and  seven  who  were  whigs,  that  they  should  be 
received.  Pursuing  this  course,  three  of  ifuj  judges  in 
the  contested  district,  who  were  friends  m the  admit  : - 
traiion,  signed  a certificate  that  Mr.  Ingersoll  wr.c  du- 
ly elccurl  - m.di.wus  left  with  the  sheriff  on  Suturdut/ 
terbe  Torwnrded  to  the  governor — and  the  three  whig- 
judges,  in  the  same  district,  also  signed  a certificate 
that  Mr.  Naylor  was  duly  elected,  which  was  forward- 
ed to  the  governor  on  the  Friday  evening  previous. 
Titus  the  matter  stands  at  present. 

The  decision  of  the  return  judges  was  also  against 
the  whig  candidate  for  state  senate  and  the  house  of 
representatives  in  the  county,  and  accordingly  ten  of 
them,  who  were  friends  ol  the  administration,  gave  the 
candidate  of  that  party  a certificate  of  election,  and 
seven  whigs  signed  a protest  against  the  proceeding, 
and^  the  certificate  of  the  whig  candidate. 

1 he  Pennsylvanian,  (Ad.)  gives  the  following  version 
of  the  matter: 

“After  the  judges  of  the  first  district  had  performed 
meir  duties,  and  returned  the  number  of  votes  for  Dr. 
Sutherland  and  col.  Paynter,  and  had  signed  col. 
Pnynter’s  certificate  of  election,  they  proceeded  to  the 
county  assembly  returns.  Objections  were  then  made 
to  receiving  the  returns  from  the  Northern  Liberties,  in 
consequence  of  alleged  fraud  and  illegality,  and  two  of 
the  inspectors  of  the  6th  and  7th  wards  and  one  of  the 
clerks  of  the  7th  were  examined  under  oath.  They 
proved  that  a portion  of  the  papers  ol  the  7th  ward  had 
been  fraudulently  and  illegallv  abstracted  bv  a whig 
VOL.  V , — Sir:,  fi. 


John  L.  Steele,  (IV.) 

Wm.  Grayson,  (V'.  B.) 

Anne  Arundel, 

1,261 

1,173 

Annapolis  city, 

146 

141 

Alleghany  county. 

872 

983 

Baltimore  city, 

6,191 

6,074 

Baltimore  county, 

1,477 

2,452 

Calvert, 

427 

344 

Carroll, 

1,337 

1,646 

Caroline, 

533 

577 

Cecil, 

1,251 

1,354 

Charles, 

715 

510 

Dorchester, 

1,113 

850 

Frederick, 

2,532 

2,532 

Hartford, 

1,113 

1,256 

Kent, 

530 

514 

Montgomery, 

832 

742 

Prince  George’s, 

776 

636 

Queen  Annels, 

641 

686 

Somerset, 

1,042 

922 

St.  Mart’s, 

791 

459 

Taibct, 

598 

732 

Wasl  ington, 

1,966 

2,226 

W orcester, 

1,207 

828 

27.40') 

27,729  j 

* 

27,40.3  | 

Mr.  Grayson’s  majority, 

311 

The  official  returns  of  the  election  for  governor  and 

lieutenant  governor 

in  Illinois 

are  as  follows: 

Carlin.  (Ad.) 

Edwards,  (Whig.) 

1st  district, 

6,  727 

5,340 

2d  district, 

5,681 

5,755 

3d  district, 

18,187 

18,084 

30,595 

29,669 

29,669 

Carlin’s  maj.  926 

For  lieutenant  governor,  in  all  the  counties: 

Anderson,  (Ad.)  Davidson,  (Whig.) 
1st  district,  6.847  5,299 

2d  district,  ‘ 5,677  5,6 17 

3d  district,  17,793  17,820 


30.317 

2S,736 


28,736 


Anderson’s  maj.  1,531 

The  legislature  stands,  says  the  Chicago  Democrat, 
as  follows — sena  .e,  20  to  20;  assembly,  47  ^ministra- 
tion t'i  43  whigs. 

rmont.  The  official  result  of  the  ass  of  the 
v ; for  governor  and  lieut.  governor  is  s follows: — 
J.  - n,  v\V.)  27,733,  Bradley,  (Ad.)  19,rJl. 

The  wings  e..ve  increased  their  .majority  1 . the  house 
of  rcproecntar’ ,es,  but  ..be  Scftr'o  stands  is,  it  did  last 
year. 

Maine.  The  Augusta  Age  -A  -omplcte  returns  of 
the  members  elect  of  the  house  of  assembly,  according 
to  which  there  are — 

Administration,  ascertained  to  he  elected,  107 

Whigs,  do  do  73 

Districts  in  which  no  choice  has  been  effected,  5 

do  in  which  no  election  was  held,  1 

136 

Sou'h  Carolina.  The  following  members  of  congress 
are  known  to  be  elected,  viz. — Messrs.  J.  E.  Holmes, 
Francis  W.  Pickens,  James  Gregg,  F.  H.  Elmore,  R. 
B.  Rhett  and  Waddy  Thompson.  They  are  all  in  favor 
of  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  except  Mr.  Thompson, 
who  was  elected  by  a majority  of  1,025  votes.  Mr. 
Holmes  is  elected  from  the  Charleston  district,  in  place 
of  Hugh  S.  Legare,  by  a majority  of  650  votes. 

In  New  York  city,  the  friends  of  the  administration 
have  nominated  Edwin  Forrest,  (the  tragedian,)  Eli 
Moore,  John  McKean,  and  C.  C.  Cambreleng,  as  their 
candidates  for  congress.  Mr.  Forrest,  it  is  stated,  has 
declined  the  nomination. 


The  N.  Orleans  True  American  of  the  11th  inst.  an- 
nounces the  resignation  of  Mr.  Prentiss  as  the  congres- 
sional representative  from  the  state  of  Mississippi,  'l'lie 
claims  ot  private  business  are  mentioned  as  the  reason 
for  retiring  from  public  life,  which  has  indeed  been  a 
short  but  a merry  one. 

Ninety-two  members  have  already  been  elected  to 
the  next  congress,  leaving  fifty-four  io  be  chosen  next 
month,  as  follows: 

New  York  1st  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
in  November,  40 

Massachusetts,  2d  Monday  in  November,  12 

Delaware,  2d  Tuesday,  do.  1 

Michigan,  1st  Monday  and  Tuesday,  do.  1 

54 

The  remaining  ninety-six  members  are  to  be  elected 
in  course  of  the  spring  and  summer  of  next  year. 

Canada.  Lord  Durham’s  proclamation,  previous  to 
his  return  to  England,  is  inserted  in  the  present  sheet: 
it  presents  a review  of  his  policy  in  Canada  and  is  of 
much  interest  to  the  American  reader. 

'l’lie  Quebec  Gazette  of  the  24th  contains  the  reply 
of  Lord  Durham  to  the  address  of  the  deputations  of 
New  Brunswick,  Nova  Beotia,  and  Prince  Edward 
island,  in  relation  to  the  great  plan  of  a federal  union 
of  the  British  North  American  ptovinces.  The  reply 
leaves  no  doubt  of  the  Intention  of  his  lordship  to  re- 
sign. We  quote  the  following  passage: 

“I  have,  indeed,  had  a difficult  and  laborious  duty 
to  perform.  The  result  of  my  endeavors,  however,  is 
one  of  which  I need  not  be  ashamed.  In  the  short 
space  of  little  more  than  three  months,  I have  seen 
tranquillity  restored,  and  confidence  reviving.  1 have 
caused  substantial  justice  to  be  administered,  tempered 
by  mercy.  I have  carefully  examined  with  a view  to 
reformation,  all  the  institutions  of  the  province  more 
immediately  committed  to  my  charge;  and  I was  on 
the  point  of  promulgating  such  laws  as  would  have  af- 
forded protection  to  all  those  greet  British  interests 
which  had  been ’too  long  neglected. 

“I  had  also,  as  yon  well  know,  devoted  the  most 
careful  attention  to  all  subjects  which  could  affect  the 
general  interests  of  all  the  colonies,  and  had  brought 
nearly  to  maturity  the  plan  which  1 intended  to  submit 
in  the  first  instance  to  the  consideration  of  the  pro- 
vinces, and  eventually  of  the  cabinet  and  the  imperial 
parliament.  In  this,  I trust  useful  course,  1 have  been 
suddenly  arrested  by  the  interference  of  a branch  of 
the  British  legislature;  in  which  the  responsible  ad- 
visers of  the  crown  have  deemed  it  their  duty  to  uc- 
q tiesce.  Under  these  circumstances,  I have  but  one 
step  to  take — to  resign  that  authority  the  exercise  of 
which  has  thus  been  so  weakened  as  to  render  it  to- 
tally inadequate  to  the  grave  emergency  which  alone 
called  for  its  existence.” 

The  Gazette  says:  “ There  is  an  extraordinary  unan- 
imity throughout  the  province  in  condemning  the  late 
proceedings  in  England,  and  a diminution  of  confi- 
dence in  the  successful  settlement  of  our  affairs  by  the 
imperial  authority.” 

The  same  paper  also  contains  the  following  para- 
graphs: “We  can  state  on  competent  authority  that,  not- 
withstanding it  has  been  thought  expedient  to  disallow 
Lord  Durham’s  amnesty  ordinance,  his  excellency  has 
received  letters  both  from  Viscount  Melborneand  Lord 
Glenelg  expressing  in  the  warmest  terms  their  appro- 
bation of  his  lordships  measures  in  the  administrate .m 
of  this  government  and  discharge  of  the  important  du- 
ties of  high  commissioner.” 

“There  is  no  foundation  whatever  for  the  report  which 
lias  been  circulated  that  his  excellency,  the  governor 
general,  will  resign  the  administration  of  affairs  in  this 
province  to  sir  John  Cclborne.  On  his  excellency’s 
departure  for  England,  as  a mutter  of  course,  the  offi- 
cer commanding  tire  troops  will  become  the  adminis- 
trator, not  in  consequence  of  the  earl  of  Durham’s  re- 
signation, but  of  his  absence  from  the  province.  We 
have  heard,  on  good  authority,  that  his  excellency  will 
not  resign  his  various  high  commissions  until  after  his 
return  to  England,  and  then  to  her  majesty,  from  whose 
gracious  hands  he  received  them. 

From  the  Qudiec  Gazette,  Oct  8. 

Numerousi reports  have  been  in  circulation  hereof 
coining disturbances  on  the  Upper  and  Lower  Canada 
frontiers.  We  have  already  stated  that  it  is  the  policy 
of  the  leaders  of  the  late  rebellion  to  keep  the  country 
in  a state  ol  alarm,  and  we  have  no  doubt  they  ate 
busy  for  that  purpose,  being  sure  to  find  numerous  co- 
operators  in  the  provinces’ among  all  parties. 

His  excellency  sir  George  Arthur,  lieutenant  gover- 
nor of  Upper  Canada,  embarked  on  board  the  steamer 
Canada,  at  5 o’clock  this  afternoon,  on  his  return  to 
Upper  Canada.  A salute  w-as  fired  from  the  citadel, 
and  a guard  ofhonor  was  in  attendance  on  the  wharf. 
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Baron  de  Makeschal  was  presented  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States  on  Saturday  morning  last,  and 
delivered  his  credentials  as  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  emperor  of  Austria  to 
this  country. 

Mayors  of  cities.  On  Monday  last  gen.  Shepherd 
C.  Leahin,  (W.)  was  elected  mayor  of  Baltimore  over 


s opponent,  col.  Samuel  Moore,  (Ad.) 
follows: 

The  vote  was 

T ards. 

Leakin  (W.) 

Moore  (Ad.) 

I 

- 452 

353 

2 - 

374  - 

- 310 

3 

- 466 

549 

4 - 

413  - 

- 577 

5 

- 630 

387 

6 - 

485  - 

- 437 

7 

- 639 

223 

8 - 

388  - 

- 585 

9 

- 587 

294 

10  - 

384  - 

- 560 

11 

- 629 

503 

12  - 

565  - 

- 717 

6012 

5545 

Majority  for  sen.  Leakin,  467  votes. 

The  whigs  also  elected  a majority  in  both  branches 
of  the  city  council. 

On  Tuesday  last,  the  select  and  common  councils  of 
Philadelphia  elected  maj.  Isaac  Roach  mayor  of  that 
city,  vice  col.  Swift.  The  election  seems  to  have  taken 
the  citizens  by  surprise,  and  has  caused  quite  a sensa- 
tion. The  vote  was,  for  Roach  18,  Swift  12,  Montgo- 
mery 1. 

The  “National  Gazette,’’  says — Mr.  Roach  is  an  ur- 
bane and  enlightened  gentleman,  with  a true  apprecia- 
tion the  dignity  and  responsibilities  of  his  station,  and 
combines  the  honor  and  courage  of  the  soldier  with  the 
qualifications  of  the  citizen. 

Mr.  John  S Warner  was  chosen,  at  the  same  meet- 
ing, agent  of  the  Girard  estate,  vice  Charles  Johnson, 
deceased. 

Col.  Jos.  M.  White,  the  late  distinguished  dele- 
gate in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  from  Florida, 
is  about  to  remove  to  New  Orleans  and  practice  law;  a 
profession  in  which  he  is  not  less  distinguished  than  in 
politics  and  literature. 

The  Great  Western,  from  New  York,  for  Bristol, 
was  spoken  on  the  7th  at  7 P.  M.  lat.  41  52,  long. 
59.  She  sailed  from  New  York  on  the  4th,  at  half  past 

3 P.  M. 

The  fair  of  the  American  institute,  in  New 
York,  was  opened  on  the  15>h  instant.  The  N.  York 
Commercial  of  Tuesday  contains  the  following  notice 
of  it,  from  a correspondent: 

Great  fair  of  the  American  institute.  We  understand 
that,  in  addition  to  the  display  of  machines,  for  the 
propelling  of  which  adequate  steam  power  will  be  pre- 
pared, as  well  as  a variety  of  models  of  machines,  and 
tools  and  instruments,  and  fabrics  from  all  the  mate- 
rials wrought  in  our  factories  and  workshops,  the  choic- 
est productions  of  our  gardens  and  fields  will  also  be 
shown  at  the  coming  fair  on  the  15th  instant.  We 
hear,  too,  of  extensive  preparations  for  the  exhibition 
of  silk,  in  all  the  different  modes  m which  it  is  pro- 
duced and  wrought.  The  various  kinds  of  mulberries 
are  promised,  that  there  may  be  an  opportunity  afford- 
ed to  compare  them.  A general  correct  understanding 
on  this  subject  is  important,  as  this  country  is  now 
commencing  the  culture  of  a staple  deemed  of  great 
value  in  every  part  of  the.  world,  and  in  the  culture  of 
which  we  are  shortly  destined  to  compete  with  the  most 
successful. 

Within  a few  days,  we  have  heard  men  of  observa- 
tion and  reflection  (not  enthusiasts)  predict  that,  from 
being  importers  of  silk  to  an  amount  exceeding  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  in  a single  year,  we  shall  soon  be- 
come exporters  of  more  than  fifty  millions  of  dollars. 

The  propagation  of  the  mulberry  in  this  country  has 
no  parallel.  The  tree  is  fast  spreading  from  Florida  to 
Maine,  and  from  the  Atlantic  coast  to  the  far  west,  be- 
yond the  Mississippi.  Nearly  every  bud  of  the  morus 
multicaulis  is  capable  of  being  made  a tree,  and  they 
are  guarded  and  watched  as  if  their  fruit  would  be 
gold. 

The  exhibition  of  pure  blood  cattle  was  commenced 
at  the  10th  annual  fair.  Little  pre  paration,  however, 
was  then  made  for  their  accommodation.  This  year, 
stables  and  stalls  are  preparing  to  accommodate  large 
droves.  The  sale  of  cattle  will  commence  early  next 
week,  and  be  continued  by  adjournment. 

The  dairy,  we  understand,  will  not  be  overlooked. — 
Much  depends  on  the  formation  of  the  vessels  in 
which  our  milk  comes  to  market,  its  cleanliness,  &c.; 
they  will  have  the  attention  of  the  institute. 

Noble  liberality.  One  church  alone  in  Charleston, 
S.  C.,  though  so  marty  persons  are  absent,  raised,  in  a 
single  day,  $4,000  in  subscriptions  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  foreigners  sick  of  the  prevailing  scourge. 

Mayor's  office,  Charleston,  Oct.  12.  The  subscriber 
acknowledges  the  receipt,  from  the  hon.  Nicholas  Bid- 
dle, chairman  of  the  late  public  meeting  in  Philadel- 
phia, of  the  sum  of  $2,460  40,  which,  in  addition  to  the 
$7,000  previously  received  from  the  same  source,  com- 
pletes the  contribution  of  Philadelphia  for  the  relief  of 
the  sufferers  by  the  late  conflagration  in  this  city.  The 


whole  amount  collected  in  Philadelphia  is  $9,461  47, 
which,  in  addition  to  the  munificent  donation  of  $20,- 
000  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  S ates,  makes  the  whole 
amount  received  from  Philadelphia  the  very  handsome 
and  generous  donation  of  $29,461  47. 

H.  L Pinckney,  mayor. 

New  magazine.  Messrs.  Fulton  & Smith,  of  George- 
town, D.  C.  have  issued  proposals  for  publishing  a 
monthly  magazine  in  Washington  city,  to  be  entitled  the 
“ National  Magazine  and  Republican  Review,’’  of  which 
Henry  J.  Brent , esq.  is  to  be  the  editor.  The  principal 
objects  of  the  Review,  in  addition  to  the  promotion  of 
literature,  and  the  arts,  will  be  “to  infuse  and  circulate 
true  and  honest  political  information,  and  counteract  the 
direful  influence  exereed  by  a monthly  periodical  of  a 
similar  nature  published  in  this  city,  under  the  au- 
spices, and  bearing  the  name  of  the  self-styled  demo- 
cracy of  the  present  day,  advocating  measures  which, 
if  successful,  are  destined  to  moulder  to  ruins  the  fa- 
bric of  our  noble  constitution,  by  placing  constructions 
on  it  to  suit  the  caprice  and  advance  the  Teachings  of 
a corrupt  ambition.” 

Mr  Brent  is  a gentleman  of  fine  taste  and  distinguish- 
ed talents,  and  will  render  the  work  a most  valuable 
political  and  literary  journal  and  a formidable  rival  of 
ihe  monthly  already  established  in  Washington,  and 
edited  with  ability  and  industry. 

United  States  and  Texas.  (Official.)  We  under- 
stand that  the  Texian  minister,  on  the  occasion  of  ex- 
changing the  ratifications  of  the  boundary  convention 
lately  published,  [see  page  118]  delivered  to  the  act- 
ing secretary  of  state  a note,  in  which,  after  stating  in 
friendly  terms  that,  although,  since  the  note  of  Mr.  For- 
syth declining  the  proposition  submitted  by  Texas  for 
her  admission  into  the  union,  the  question  of  annexa- 
tion had  been  considered  by  the  United  States  govern- 
ment as  finally  disposed  of;  yet,  inasmuch  as  the  im- 
pression appeared  still  to  remain  upon  the  public  mind 
in  both  countries  that  the  proposition  was  still  pending, 
he  had  been  instructed  by  his  government  to  commu- 
nicate to  that  of  the  United  States  its  formal  and  abso- 
lute withdrawal  of  that  proposition.  [Globe. 

Mexico.  From  the  New  Orleans  Bee.  We  have  a 
Tampico  paper  of  the  1st  September,  and  Mexican 
journals  of  the  16th  and  17th  August.  There  is  little 
of  interest  to  be  found  in  them.  The  Tampico  Tele- 
graph states  that  the  Nqtieioso  of  Chihuahua  is  filled 
with  accounts  of  robberies,  murders,  fires,  and  a thou- 
sand excesses  committed  by  the  savages  in  Rosarion 
and  Coyachie,  on  the  neighboring  farms  and  dwelling 
houses.  The  journal  adds,  that  that  portion  of  the 
country  is  in  the  greatest  state  of  destitution,  and  de- 
prived of  any  sources  of  protection  from  the  incursions 
of  the  Indians.  — 

Improvements  in  paving  are  going  on  in  Tampico, 
which,  says  the  Telegraph,  will  render  the  city  passa- 
ble in  every  quarter. 

A band  of  60  robbers,  well  mounted  and  armed,  as- 
saulted a caravan  of  mules,  on  the  17th  of  August,  be- 
tween Verreyes  and  Tepeyahualco,  despoiling  the  con- 
ductors of  a large  quantity  of  silver,  which  they  had 
concealed  in  their  flour  sacks.  These  marauders  are 
supposed  to  form  a part  of  the  league  of  robbers,  the 
constitution  of  which  we  published  some  weeks  since. 

The  government  of  this  city,  says  the  Tampico  Te- 
legraph, is  execrable,  the  administration!  of  justice  in- 
tolerable, and  its  politics  incomprehensible. 

The  “Diario”  of  Mexico  contains  long  communica- 
tions on  the  subject  of  the  culture  of  the  silk  worm. — 
The  climate  of  Mexico,  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  the  vast 
quantities  of  ground  open  to  the  experiments  of  the  in- 
dustrious, and  the  ease  with  which  ths  mulberry  tree  is 
cultivated,  confer  on  Mexico  peculiar  advantages  for 
this  pursuit.  We  doubt,  however,  whether  the  people 
have  energy  and  perseverance  enough  to  make  the  ma- 
nufacture of  silk  a branch  of  productive  industry. 

From  the  Cherokee  country.  Letters  received  in 
Norfolk  from  Athens,  Tennessee,  the  present  head 
quarters  of  gen.  Scott,  dated  Oct.  3d,  state  that  the 
excessive  drought  had  prevented  the  emigration  of  the 
Indians  ns  contemplated,  the  rivers  fo-eing  low,  and 
there  not  being  water  enough  to  sustain  the  Indians 
and  their  cal  tie.  The  eniijjjjation  was  thus  retarded 
one  month,  but  at  our  advices,  showers  of  rain  had 
fallen,  and  one  thousand  Indians  were  to  have  departed 
on  the  2d  for  the  far  west.  At  short  intervals,  parties 
of  1,000  each  would  follow  suit,  and  it  is  probable  that, 
n t this  time,  all  the  Indians  are  on  their  way  westward, 
except  the  decrepid  and  sick,  who  will  remain  untii 
the  river  becomes  navigable. 

The  case  of  Mahan.  Considerable  excitement'ias 
existed  in  Brown  county,  Ohio,  for  some  time  past,  in 
consequence  of  the  arrest  of  a person  named  Mahan, 
by  virtue  of  indictments  against  him  in  Kentucky,  and 
a demand  made  for  him  upon  governor  Vance  by  the 
executive  of  Kentucky,  claiming  him  as  a fugitive  from 
justice.  He  is  charged  in  two  indictments  with  assist- 
ing two  slaves  to  make  their  escape  from  their  owners, 
in  Macon  county,  Kentucky.  After  the  authority  to 
retake  Mahan  was  given  by  governor  Vance,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  constitution  and  act  of  congress  in  such 
cases,  he  became  informed,  for  the  first  time,  that  the 
charge  was  wholly  destitute  of  foundation;  that  Mahan 
is  a citizen  of  Brown,  and  has  not  been  in  Kentucky 
for  years.  He  could  not,  therefore,  be  guilty  of  the 


charge;  he  could  not  be  subject  to  the  criminal  juris- 
diction of  Kentucky  for  an  act  done  in  Ohio.  Go- 
vernor Vance  at  once  despatched  a special  messenger 
with  instructions  to  take  evidence  of  the  above  facts 
and  lay  them  before  the  governor  of  Kentucky. 

Naval.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  officers  of  the 
line  ship  Ohio,  lying  at  Boston,  from  whence  she  is  about 
to  proceed  to  New  York,  to  take  in  her  armament,  and 
will  sail  from  thence  for  the  Mediterranean,  and  act  as 
the  flag  ship  of  the  American  squadron  in  i hat  sea. 

Commodore — Isaac  Hull,  commanding  Mediterrane- 
an squadron. 

Captain — Joseph  Smith. 

Lieutenants — G.  I.  Pendergrast,  Sam’l  Mercer,  S.  F. 
Dupont,  Wm.  L.  Howard,  R.  L.  Browning,  J.  S. 
Missroon,  L.  W.  Cox,  Alfred  Taylor,  G.  Gansvoort. 

Fleet  surgeon — Benj.  Ticknor. 

Purser — William  Sinclair. 

Master — John  Robinson. 

2 d do. — T.  Bartlett. 

Chaplain — J.  W.  Grier. 

Commodore's  secretary — .Tno.  Ethridge. 

Assistant  surgeons — J.  H.  Smith,  B.  T.  McGill,  E. 
H.  Van  Wjrck. 

Passed  midshipmen — B.  M.  Dove,  R.  Forrest,  E.  C. 
Bowers,  R.  H.  Lowndes,  E.  G.  Parrott,  J.  Carroll,  W. 
D.  Hurst,  Wm.  B.  Renshaw,  C.  B.  Poindexter,  W.  A. 
Jones,  W.  A.  Parker,  W.  Rockendoff,  Wm.  E.  Le- 
Roy,  L.  Maynard,  W.  Retd,  T.  B.  Barrett,  G.  L.  Sel- 
den,  J.  II.  Adams. 

Midshipmen — F.  Alexander,  W.  T.  DeJongh,  L.  Mc- 
Lane,  W.  Shields,  P.  Crosby,  H.  S.  Newcomb,  R. 
Townsend. 

Assistant  to  purser — PI.  Turner. 

Boatswain — W.  Waters. 

Gunner — Jno.  Bligth. 

Carpenter — Jno.  South  wick. 

Sailmaker — S.  B.  Banister. 

Government  packet.  for  Vera  Cruz.  We  find  the 
following  in  one  of  the  New  York  papers: 

Navy  agent’s  office.  New  York,  Oct.  16,  1838. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Consort,  lieut.  comdt.  William  H. 
Gardner,  will  lie  despatched  from  this  port  as  a govern- 
ment packet  for  Vera  Cruz,  on  Thursday,  November 
1st,  at  12  o’clock,  M.  All  letters,  despatches,  &c.,  des- 
tined for  Mexico,  will  be  received  at.  this  office  until 
half  past  11,  A.  M.,  on  the  day  of  sailing.  The  Con- 
sort will  remain  at  Vera  Cruz  a sufficient  time  to  ena- 
ble those  interested  to  send  despatches  and  such  arti- 
cles as  may  not  contravene  the  laws  appertaining  to 
the  existing  blockade  of  the  Mexican  ports,  and  will 
return  to  this  city  with  all  practicable  despatch.  For 
further  information,  apply  at  the  above  office. 

A GRAND  MERCANTILE  TRADING.  EXPEDITION  has  been 

projected  across  the  Cordilleras,  in  the  north  of  Mexico, 
to  the  Pacific  ocean,  in  order  to  supply  that  country 
with  merchandise  shut  out  by  the  French  blockading 
squadron.  A company  of  capitalists  have  associated 
for  the  purpose,  and  have  agents  in  the  north.  They 
expect  a charter  this  winter — but  the  expedition  will 
get  off' by  Nuvetnber.  The  N.  O.  Picayune  says: 

The  main  object  of  this  company  is,  to  establish  a 
road  for  wagons  from  Galveston  island,  through  Chihua- 
hua, to  Monterey— not  the  Monterey  of  New  Leon, 
near  the  Rio  del  Norte,  but  a town  of  the  same  name 
situated  on  the  upper  part  of  the  gull  of  California. 

They  are  to  take  $50,000  worth  of  goods  and  250 
persons  armed.  The  caravan  to  he  commanded  by 
the  well  known  pioneer,  major  A.  Le  Grand.  They 
expect  to  get  their  wagons  through  the  gaps  in  the  Cor- 
dilleras. The  Picayune  adds: 

“Johathan  is  very  philanthropic,  especially  when 
poor  starving  wretches  have  whole  mountains,  as  full 
of  silver  as  Mauch  Chunk  is  of  stone  coal,  to  barter  off 
for  food  and  clothing.” 

U.  S.  schooner  Wave.  Salvador,  Sept.  19,  1838. — 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  Wave 
arrived  at  Key  Biscayno  on  the  2d  September.  Since 
that  period,  the  barges  Shocco  and  Emmet,  under 
command  of  acting  lieut.  Shubrick,  have  been  con- 
standy  engaged  in  cruising  within  the  reef;  they  pene- 
trated as  far  to  the  westward  as  Key  \acas,  and  care- 
fully examined  all  vessels  they  fell  in  with. 

The  Wave  has  scoured  the  reef  as  far  as  Key  West; 
and  whilst  at  anchor  there,  intelligence  was  received 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  of  the  disasters  of  the 
late  gale,  and  the  massacre  of  the  crews  of  a fishing 
smack  and  the  brig  Aina,  of  Portland.  We  were  in- 
stantly under  weigh,  and,  having  picked  up  the  barges 
in  our  route,  anchored  at  Key  Biscayno  on  the  night  of 
the  17ffi.  Every  thing  being  in  readiness,  with  thirty 
of  the  Wave’s  crew  and  twenty  from  the  cutter  Camp- 
bell, under  command  of  lieut.  Force,  I proceeded  to 
the  wrecks,  about  six  miles  to  the  north  of  Cape  Hon- 
da, visiting  first  the  smacks,  which  we  found  burnt,  and 
consequently  the  Aina.  The  brig  was  in  possession  of 
a small  party  of  Indians,  who  fled  upon  discovering 
our  approach;  not,  however,  until  they  had  lost  three 
killed,  and  two  wounded.  The  surprise  was  so  per- 
fect that  they  did  not  fire  a gun.  Every  exertion  was 
made  to  capture  the  fugitives,  but  their  shelter  in  the 
thick  mangrove  hammocks  rendered  it  utterly  lmprac- 

The  command  waded  waist  deep  through  a thick 
mangrove  hammock  and  swamp  to  the  brig;  aim  tne 
result  of  the  affair,  although  not  so  complete  as  was  to 
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be  wished,  is  yet  gratifying,  inasmuch  as  it  has  partly 
avenged  upon  these  same  Indians  the  fate  they  admi- 
nistered to  the  crew  of  the  Aina. 

The  men  conducted,  throughout,  in  such  a manner 
as  to  inspire  me  with  high  confidence  in  them. 

After  burning  the  Aina  and  destroying  three  canoes, 
the  expedition  returned  on  board. 

Respectfully,  sir,  I have  the  honor  to  be 

Jo itN  '1'.  McLaughlin,  licut.  rom’g. 
Hon.  J.  K.  Paulding,  sec'y  navy,  Washington  city. 

Value  of  the  found  sterling.  The  following  opi- 
nion and  decision  respecting  the  value  in  this  country 
of  the  pound  sterling,  has  been  kindly  handed  us  for 
ublication.  [N.  Y.  American. 

n the  matter  of  the  reference  between  Thomas  Den- 
ny, Francis  Griffin  and  Thomas  C.  Doremus,  trus- 
tees of  the  estate  of  Joseph  Brown  and  Andrew 
Brown,  non-resident  debtors,  and  Thomas  Taylor 
and  Thomas  Edward  Taylor. 

In  this  case,  the  referees  understand  from  both  par- 
ties that  they  are  not  required  to  ascertain  the  amount 
due  from  the  debtors  to  their  creditors,  but  to  fix  the 
legal  standard  of  value  by  which  a payment  due  in 
pounds  sterling  can  be  made  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
so  as  to  discharge  the  debt.  In  other  words,  they  are 
to  decide  upon  the  amount  of  coin  which  is  to  be  ten- 
dered here,  to  cover  the  legal  value  ol  the  pound. 

The  pound  sterling  is  not  a coin  in  England,  but  an 
arbitrary  or  imaginary  sum,  the  value  of  which  is  as- 
certained by  some  other  standard,  and  in  the  country 
of  its  adoption  that  standard  is  the  sovereign,  each  be- 
ing of  the  value  of  twenty  shillings. 

In  estimating  the  value  of  the  pound  here,  we  reject 
all  fluctuations  of  exchange,  and  decide  that  its  stan- 
dard is  to  be  fixed  by  metallic  value  exclusively. 

The  value  of  the  pound  in  the  United  St  ,t 's  has  not 
always  been  regulated_by  one  and  the  same  law. 

By  the  act  of  congress  passed  in  1790,  its  value  was 
fixed,  so  far  as  the  collection  of  the  revenue  was  con- 
cerned, at  four  dollars  and  forty  four  cents;  and  our 
court,  upon  the  authority  of  that  act,  adopted  the  latter 
sum  in  liquidating  uhe  debts  due  in  sterling  money. — 
But  by  the  act  of  /line,  1334,  entitled  “an  act  regulat- 
ing the  value  of  certain  gold  coins  within  the  United 
States,”  it  is  provided  that  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, if  not  less  than  22  carots  fine,  shall  pass  current 
as  money  within  the  United  States,  and  be  receivable 
in  all  payments  by  weight  at  the  rate  of  94  cents  and 
eight-tenths  of  a cent  per  pennyweight. 

It  seems  to  us,  therefore,  that  when  we  fix  the  value 
of  the  sovereign,  we  of  course  fix  the  value  of  the 
pound  sterling,  and  this  value  of  the  sovereign  must  be 
ascertained  by  its  weight  as  fixed  oy  act  of  parliament. 

That  weight  is  ascertained  to  be  five  >J  wts.,  3 grs.  and 
5 mills,  equal  in  value  to  four  dollars  85  cents  and  8 
mills,  and  this  last  sum  therefore  is  the  true  legal  value 
of  the  pound  sterling  in  the  United  States. 

Isaac  Carow, 

Dan.  Lord,  jr. 

J.  Prescott  Hall. 

June  9 Hi,  1333. 

Foot  and  Davies  of  counsel  for  trustees,  Geo.  C. 
Goddard  and  Geo.  F.  Allen  for  Taylors. 

Queen  of  England.  The  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Her- 
ald thus  speaks  of  the  British  queen: 

The  nearest  view  I had  of  England’s  queen  was  in 
St.  George’s  chapel,  at  Windsor.  It  was  on  a bright 
Sunday  morning — very  bright  and  very  unusual  for 
England.  I stood  in  one  of  the  long  gothic  corridors, 
leading  into  the  royal  closet.  A carpet  was  placed  the 
whole  length,  and  on  each  side  a number  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen  took  up  their  position  to  have  a view  also  of 
the  lovely  young  queen.  In  a few  minutes,  the  royal 
carriage  drove  up  to  the  gothic  entrance — the  queen  dis- 
mounted and  preceded  by  two  footmen,  she  tripped  her 
way  through  the  corridor  or  aisle,  bowing  and  smiling 
to  the  company  on  each  side  of  her,  as  she  passed.  She 
was  followed  by  her  suite,  walking  in  Indian  file,  one 
by  one.  This  was  one  of  the  best  views  I had  of  the 
queen,  for  I happened  to  be  standing  on  the  very  edge 
of  the  narrow  carpet  as  she  passed  and  could  not  be 
more  than  three  feet  from  her.  She  was  dressed  in  a 
silk  gown,  with  flowers — but  no  narrow  sleeves.  Over 
her  shoulders  she  wrapped  a plain  shawl.  She  wore  a 
simple  white  bonnet,  with  red  and  white  roses,  her  veil 
flung  back.  As  she  tripped  down  a few  marble  steps 
that  led  to  the  main  avenue,  I had  a very  fine  view  of 
her  beautiful  little  feet  and  neatly  turned  ancle. 

She  looked  for  all  the  world  like  a pretty  little  Knick- 
erbocker girl,  neatly,  cleanly,  but  most  simply  dressed, 
tripping  down  Broadway,  on  her  way  to  the  Dutch  Pres- 
byterian church  in  Nassau  street.  She  is  small:  but 
kfr^fure-'s  beautifully  proportioned;  her  air  most  amia- 
ble, but  firm  and  pronounce.  Her  bust  is  most  exquisite 
her  smile  quite  amiable — her  cheeks  very  fair — ex- 
ceedingly so — her  mouth  small  and  delicate — her  lips 
r°sy>  Ijlte  a May  morning — her  face  slightly  oval — and 
the  color  of  her  hair — yes,  the  color  of  her  hair — it  is 
impossible  to  give  it  a name — but  I should  say  it  was 
something  between  auburn  and  chesnut,  perhaps  a 
light  chesnut. 

a in  the  Albany-  Synod.  The  Synod  of 

A bany  met  on  Tuesday,  ihe  9th  instant  at  Hudson. — 
Une  hundred  and  eight  members  were  enrolled. — 
Some  others  afterwards  appeared,  making  the  whole 
number  1~.  Immediately  after  the  roll  was  completed, 
a resolution  was  offered,  expressing  an  adherence  to 
the  assembly  that  met  in  the  Seventh  church,  Philadel- 


phia, (the  old  schorl.)  Another  was  made  to  lay  this 
on  the  table,  and  the  vote  was: 

Ayes,  ------  75 

Noes. 20 

Non  liquet,  about  13 

The  mover  then  stated  that  it  was  evident  a division 
must  take  place,  and  that,  in  anticipation  of  this,  a 
room  in  the  same  church  had  been  procured,  and  he 
requested  the  minority  to  withdraw  to  that  room.  The 
wh  le  body  then  united  in  prayer.  Those  that  with- 
drew, including  those  that  subsequently  enrolled  their 
names  with  them,  amounted  to  36,  who  organized  as  a 
synod.  Those  that  remained  and  acted  with  the  old 
synod  numbered  upwards  of  00,  and  10  or  15  declined 
acting  at  present.  Some  of  these  are  waiting  the  re- 
sult of  the  law  suits  in  November  next.  Nothing  un- 
kind was  said  or  done.  The  division  seemed  the  re- 
sult of  an  honest  difference  of  opinion.  [Alb.  Jour. 

Illinois.  The  whigs  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  cele- 
brated the  election  of  Mr.  Stcuart  to  congress,  by  an 
illumination,  a procession  and  a dinner.  Col.  May,  the 
late  representative  of  the  district  was  present,  and,  on 
being  toasted,  delivered  an  eloquent  speech.  Mr.  May 
declared  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  denounc- 
ed the  measures  of  his  administration  with  great  se- 
verity. So  greatly  were  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion exasperated  by  Mr.  May’s  speech,  that  in  the  even- 
ing they  got  up  an  effigy  ofhim,  and  were  about  burn- 
ing it  in  the  streets,  when  the  whigs  rushed  upon  them 
and  rescued  it  from  the  fate  designed  for  it. 

The  late  lieutenant  William  Ward.  At  a meet- 
ing of  naval  officers  of  the  United  States  in  the  Pacific, 
convened  June  14,  1838,  on  board  the  North  Carolina, 
flagship,  in  Callao  ruads— officers  of  that  ship,  Lexing- 
ton, and  Falmouth  being  present — commodore  Henry 
E.  Ballard  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Henry  Hobbs, 
esq.  appointed  secretary.  The  chairman  appointed 
lieutenant  commandant  Selbridge  and  lieutenant  In- 
gersoll  a committee  to  draft  resolutions  expressive  of 
the  feelings  of  the  meeting  on  the  occasion  of  the  death 
of  lieutenant  William  Ward.  The  following  resolu- 
tions were  offered,  and  passed  unanimously: 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  deplore  the  loss  sustained 
by  the  service  and  ourselves  in  the  death  of  our  brother 
officer  and  friend,  lieutenant  Wiliiam  Ward,  deceased, 
late  of  this  ship,  cut  off  in  the  outset  of  an  honorable 
and  useful  career,  and  whose  virtues  and  amiable  quali- 
ties had  gained  him  the  esteem  and  affection  of  all  who 
were  associated  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  squadron  will  tes- 
tify their  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased  by 
wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant  Ingersoll,  acting  lieutenant 
Taylor,  and  surgeon  Whelan,  be  a committee  to  super- 
intend procuring  a suitable  monument  to  be  placed 
over  the  grave  of  the  late  lieutenant  Ward. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  and  secretary  be  re- 
quested to  offer  the  sincere  sympathy  and  condolence 
of  this  meeting  to  the  relatives  of  the  deceased  on 
their  bereavem'ent,  and  to  forward  them  a copy  of  these 
resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
published.  Henry  E.  Ballard,  chairman. 

Henry  Hoiks,  secretary. 

Emigration  from  Canada.  We  copied,  the  other 
day,  from  an  Upper  Canada  journal,  an  account  of 
the  depopulation  of  that  province  by  emigration  since 
the  late  disturbances.  The  people  of  that  country  are 
giving  a most  emphatic  testimony  of  their  preference 
for  free  institutions,  by  emigrating  to  our  western  terri- 
tories, where  the  laws  secure  peace  by  securing  equal 
rights  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.  The  Iowa 
Gazette  says: 

“The  latest  papers  we  have  received  from  the  Cana- 
das give  accounts  of  not  only  hundreds,  but  thousands, 
who  are  about  to  take  up  their  line  of  march  for  this 
“land  of  promise;”  and  some  few  have  already  arrived. 
“The  Mississippi  Emigration  company”  is  the  title  of 
an  association  recently'formed  in  Upper  Canada;  and 
in  conversing  with  a member  of  this  association,  now 
in  our  town,  a few  days  since,  we  were  informed  that 
it  contained  upwards  of  fifty  thousand  members!  It  is 
the  impression  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  we  have  be- 
fore alluded,  that  a majority  of  them  will  eventually  set- 
tle in  this  territory.’’ 

Indian  murders.  By  accounts  published  in  ano- 
ther column  it  will  be  seen  that  the  French  brig  Cou- 
rier de  Vera  Cruz,  from  Havana  for  Bordeaux,  was 
driven  ashore  in  the  terrible  storm  of  September  7th, 
and  that  only  seven  of  the  sixteen  souls  on  board  were 
able  to  get  ashore.  They  were  soon  visited  by  a large 
party  of  Indians,  who  did  them  no  injury,  saying  that 
they  killed  only  Americans.  About  the  same  time  and 
place,  the  American  brig  Alderly,  from  St.  Jago,  went 
ashore,  and  the  Indians  killed  every  man  on  hoard,  ex- 
cept a Dutchman.  So  the  Indians  do  not  kill  all  men 
nor  all  pale-faced  men,  but  only  those  who  have  wrong- 
ed them.  [ Journal  of  Commerce 

The  Creeks.  From  the  Little  Rock  (Ark.)  Gazette 
of  Sept.  5.  The  following  letter,  addressed  to  captain 
Wui.  Armstrong,  superintendent  of  the  western  In- 
dian territory,  has  been  enclosed  to  us  by  that  gentle- 
man, on  the  request  of  the  Creek  chiefs  whose  signa- 
tures it  bears,  and  we  comply  with  their  request,  so  far 
as  to  give  it  a place  in  our  paper.  The  report  alluded 
to  by  them,  was  published  in  our  paper  on  the  autho- 


riiy  of  a gentleman  whose  integrity  none  who  know 
him  will  dispute — and  in  addition  to  that,  we  had  heard 
the  same  reports  from  other  sources.  We,  however, 
soon  afterwards  ascertained  that  our  informant  had 
been  misinformed,  and  took  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
contradicting  it  in  a manner  which  we  hoped  would 
have  been  satisfactory  to  the  Creeks.  If  we  thought 
he  had  fabricated  the  rumor,  and  communicated  it  to 
us  with  a view  to  breed  a disturbance  between  the 
Creeks  and  their  white  neighbors,  we  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  give  them  his  name;  hut,  knowing  him  to  be  in- 
capable of  such  a dishonorable  act,  and  knowing,  be- 
sides, that  he  believed  it  at  the  time,  we  must  decline  a 
compliance  with  that  part  of  their  request. 

Creek  nation,  Aug.  10,  1838. 

Friend  and  brother:  We,  the  undersigned,  principal 
chiefs  of  the  Creek  tribe  of  Indians,  in  council  assem- 
bled, have  understood,  from  various  sources,  that  there 
was  a report  amongst  our  white  brothers,  that  there 
was  a hostile  disposition  and  feeling  existing  among 
the  Creek  Indians  towards  our  white  brothers,  and  that 
we  are  making  no  corn,  and  burning  our  fences.  We 
have  made  inquiry  amongst  our  people,  and  find  no 
such  hostile  feeling  to  exist  as  we  have  heard  has  got 
into  the  public  papers.  We  do  understand  that  it  has 
been  reported  by  some  one  who  knows  it  to  be  so,  and 
vve  request  you,  as  our  friend  and  superintendent,  to 
find  out  who  the  author  of  that  talk  is.  We  cannot 
rest  contented  fill  we  know  who  that  person  is.  We 
demand  it  for  the  safely  of  ourselves  and  for  our  while 
brothers.  Such  reports  are  calculated  to  do  us  much 
injury.  As  vve  have  settled  in  a new  country,  we  are 
in  want  of  all  kinds  of  stock,  which  we  are  compelled 
to  buy  of  the  white  people  below  our  line,  and  we  wish 
to  cultivate  their  friendship  and  live  on  the  most  friendly 
terms  with  them.  As  for  our  people’s  not  making 
corn,  we  will  make  more  corn,  pumpkins  and  bean's 
than  we  have  made  in  any  one  year  since  we  have  had 
any  knowledge  of  our  people. 

From  your  friends  and  brothers, 

Opotiileyoholo,  X his  mark. 

Little  Doctor,  X his  mark. 

Tuckabatciiy  Mickoo,  X his  mark. 

Witness,  Barnet  Dubois. 

To  capt.  1 Vm.  Armstrong. 

Cherokee  lands.  From  the  Raleigh  Register.  At 
the  late  session  of  our  legislature,  an  act  was  passed, 
empowering  the  governor  to  appoint  two  commission- 
ers to  superintend  the  sale  of  the  lands  recently  ac- 
quired by  treaty  from  the  Cherokee  Indians  in  the 
western  part  of  this  state.  Pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  gov.  Dudley  appointed,  as  commissioners, 
major  Charles  L.  Hinton,  of  this  county,  and  gen.  Sa- 
muel F.  Patterson,  of  Wilkes.  These  gentlemen  have 
just  finished  the  duties  devolved  upon  them,  in  a man- 
ner, we  understand,  perfectly  satisfactory.  The  lands 
sold  (being  the  whole  quantity  belonging  to  the  state, 
with  the  exception  of  about  10,000  acres  of  inferior 
quality)  for  $370,000 — a sum  greatlv  beyond  the  esti- 
mates previously  made.  One-eighth  of  the  purchase 
money  was  paid  down,  and  the  balance  secured  by 
bonds,  payable  one-eighth  at  the  end  of  a year,  one- 
fourth  at  the  end  of  two  years,  one-fourth  at  the  end  cf 
three  years,  and  the  remaining  fourth  at  the  end  of 
four  years  from  date. 

Some  doubts  having  been  expressed  within  our  hear- 
ing, whether  the  proceeds  of  these  lands  have  been  ap- 
propriated to  the  internal  improvement  fund  by  the  le- 
gislature; we  have  examined  into  the  subject,  and  find 
that  they  are  not,  but  remain  subject  to  the  future  dis- 
position of  that  body. 

Trade  of  New  Orleans.  From  the  Bulletin.  Fot' 
the  purpose  of  giving  our  distant  friends  some  idea  of 
the  importance  of  New  Orleans  in  a commercial  point 
of  view,  we  have  made  a synopsis  from  “Levy’s  annual 
statement,”  by  which  it  appears  that  there  was  receiv- 
ed in  this  city,  from  the  interior,  during  the  last  year. 

750,000  bales  of  cotton;  40,000  hogsheads  tobacco; 

310.000  barrels  flour;  50,000  hogsheads  sugar;  40, COO 
hogsheads  molasses;  150,000  barrels  pork;  12,000  hogs- 
heads bacon;  5,500  hogsheads  hams;  50,000  cut  bulk 
pork;  250,000  kegs  lard;  50,000  pieces  bagging;  50,000 
coils  rope;  270,000  barrels  corn;  400,000  bushels  do; 

10.000  barrels  beef;  310,000  pigs  lead;  50, C00  barrels 
whiskey;  2,500  barrels  rum;  100,000  barrels  coal;  3,000 
bales  buffalo  robes;  20  000  bales  hay;  10,000  hides;  3,000 
packs  deer  skins;  2,000  kegs  shot;  600  bales  furs;  2,000 
tons  pig  iron;  500  casks  flax  seed;  400  barrels  linseed 
oil;  500  barrels  castor  oil;  2,000  bales  Spanish  moss; 

600.000  staves;  25,000  barrels  apples;  3,000  barrels  corn 
meal;  500  casks  cheese;  1,600  barrels  cider,  800  boxes 
candles;  25,000  barrels  oats;  15,000  barrels  potatoes. 

The  above  list  contains  only  the  leading  articles,  and 
such  too,  that  arrived  in  steam  and  flat  boats,  that  made 
their  manifests  public.  In  many  instances,  large 
amounts  arrived,  of  which  no  account  was  taken.  We 
have  enumerated  enough,  however,  to  produce,  at  or- 
dinary prices,  the  enormous  sum  of  seventy-five  mil- 
lions of  dollars, — and  to  convince  the  most  incredulous 
that  “the  country  is  not  quite  ruined”  yet. 

Revenues  of  the  universities.  It  appears  from 
statistical  illustrations  of  the  principal  universities  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  the  Rev.  FI.  L.  Jones, 
M.  A.,  late  fellow  of  Magdalene  college,  Cambridge, 
compiled  from  the  most  authentic  private,  as  well  °as 
public,  documenls,  that  in  Oxford  there  are  24  heads  of 
colleges  with  a revenue  of  18,3501.;  557  f Hows  with 
116,560/.;  393  scholarships  with  6,030/.;  199  college  of- 
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fleers  with  15,650 I.;  835  benefices  and  incumbents 
with  136, 500Z.;  college  revenues,  152,6701.;  and  receipts 
of  rent  for  rooms,  11,7301.  The  revenues  for  Cam- 
bridge, containing  17  eolltges,  is,  for  an  equal  number 
of  heads,  12,6501.;  431  fellows  whose  revenue  is  90,3301.; 
793  scholarships  with  13,3901.;  179  college  officers  with 
17,750!.;  252  prizes  of  the  value  of  1,0381.;  591  benefi- 
ces and  incumbents  with  93,3001.;  rent  of  rooms, 
15,6801.;  and  college  revenues,  133,2681.  In  Dublin, 
the  head  of  Trinity  college  receives  2,0001.;  25  fellows, 
25,400Z.;  70  scholars,  2,1001.;  10  college  officers,  20,0001.; 
62  benefices  and  incumbents,  93,0001.;  rent  of  rooms, 
2,0001.;  and  college  revenues,  31,5001. 

The  naval  force  of  Russia.  An  interesting  arti- 
cle on  this  subject  is  published  in  a late  number  of  the 
Foreign  Quarterly  Review.  The  facts  are  chiefly  deriv- 
ed from  captain  Crawfurd,  who  visited  the  Baltic  some 
time  since,  and  was  afforded  all  proper  facilities  by  the 
emperor.  His  account  is  briefly  as  follows: 

“The  Baltic  fleet  consists  of  three  ships  of  110  guns 
each,  six  of  84,  and  eighteen  of  74,  in  all,  twenty-six 
sail  of  the  line;  one  razee  of  56  guns,  a frigate  of  52, 
and  seventeen  of  44,  besides,  coneites  and  small  craft. 
The  ships  looked  neat  and  man-of-war  like,  though  ra- 
ther heavily  rigged.  Some  of  the  manoeuvres  were 
tolerably  well  performed,  in  spite  of  the  weather  being 
squally;  in  others  they  did  not  acquit  themselves  so 
adroitly.  But  the  discipline  is  stated  to  be  perfect,  and 
the  exercise  at  quarters  equal  to  anything  on  board  an 
English  man-of-war  in  point  of  silence,  regularity,  and 
quickness.  The  seamen  appeared  strong,  active,  and 
hardy;  and  their  officers  gave  them  the  character  of 
being  diligent  and  obedient.  As  a proof  of  smartness, 
the  Lioness  shifted  her  main-topsaif-yard  in  a seaman- 
like manner  in  fifteen  minutes.  The  ships  are  dull 
sailers,  and  rather  short  and  heavy  looking,  but  are 
formidably  armed,— die  larger  ones  carrying  some  very 
heavy  guns  amid-ships.  This  fleet  is  manned  with 
30,000  men,  and  has  always  four  months’  provision  on 
board.  There  are,  besides,  several  large  ships  on  the 
stocks.  The  Black  sea  fleet,  according  to  captain  Craw- 
furd, is  stated  at  eighteen  sail  of  the  line,  besides  fri- 
gates, and  there  are  at  least  two  ships  of  the  line  build  - 
inoy at  Nicolaef.’’ 

The  captnin  remarks:  “The  first  feeling  that  pressed 
itself  was,  and  very  naturally, — here  is  Russia  yearly 
augmenting  a very  large  marine,  and  daily  improving 
her  power  of  using  it;  and  the  equally  natural  question 
was,  what  has  England  to  meet  this  powerful  force, 
were  circumstances  to  compel  her  suddenly  so  to  do? 
“It  was  a strange  feeling,”  says  captain  Crawfurd, 
“that  came  over  me  as  an  Englishman,  and  an  officer 
in  the  British  navy,  on  finding  myself  at  sea  with  six 
and  twenty  Russian  line-of-battle-ships,  with  nearly 
30,000  men,  better  soldiers  than  they  are  sailors,  and 
four  months’ provision  on  board;  knowing  as  I did  that 
for  the  protection  of  the  coasts  of  my  own  country,  of 
our  ports,  of  our  mercantile  shipping  in  the  Baltic,  the 
North  sea  and  the  channel,  we  had  but  seven  line  of- 
battle-ships  in  a slate  of  preparation,  and  thos  I be- 
lieve not  fully  manned.  I confess  that  confident  as  I 
felt  in  the  superior  skill  and  activiiy  of  my  countrymen, 

I almost  trembled  for  the  preservation  of  their  ancient 
sovereignty  of  the  seas.”  [Pkila.  Inq. 

Dinner  to  the  hon.  A.  G.  Harrison.  A public 
dinner  was  given  to  the  hon.  A.  G.  Harrison  on  the 
13:  H instant,  by  the  citizens  of  the  Platte  country,  at 
Martinsville.  We  give  a few  of  the  regular  toasts. 

4th.  “The  dishonest  squatters  and  land-pirates’’  of 
the  west  will  remember  the  voice  of  their  calumniator; 
verily,  he  shall  have  his  reward! 

8th.  The  hon.  A.  G.  Harrison,  our  special  invited 
guest:  The  vigilant  defender  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
Platte;  he  recollected  their  rights  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation;  we  fully  appreciate  his  course.  The  pre-emp- 
tion law  is  his  card — it  has  gone  before  him  and  se- 
cured his  welcome.  We  hail  him  here  as  a friend  and 
a brother,  regardless  of  sectional  feelings,  to  partici- 
pate in  the  hospitality  of  the  valley  of  the  Platte,  and 
share  the  rough  fare  of  its  pioneers. 

[Si.  Louis  Argus. 

Letter  from  gen.  Jackson.  From  the  Mutfreesbo- 
rough  (Term.)  Times.  We  give  this  week,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  other  matter,  the  regular  and  volunteer  toasts 
read  at  the  democratic  dinner,  which  cannot  fail  to  be 
interesling.  We  also  annex  letters  from  several  distin- 
guished men,  in  answer  to  others  written  to  them  by 
the  committee  of  invitation. 

“ Nashville , August  20,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  I have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  ult.,  inviting  me  to 
partake  of  a dinner  to  be  given  to  the  democratic  re- 
publicans of  Rutherford,  on  the  30th  inst.  to  tire  lion. 
James  K.  Polk  and  other  distinguished  friends  of  our 
republican  institutions. 

“I  beg  you  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  kind 
terms  in  which  this  invitation  has  been  conveyed.  No- 
thing could  be  more  gratifying  to  my  feelings  than  an 
opportunity  io  visit  once  more  my  fellow-citizens  of 
Rutherford;  but  the  state  of  my  health  and  the  infirmi- 
ties of  age  scarcely  allow  me  the  hope  that  I can  enjoy 
again  this  satisfaction.  Be  assured,  however,  gemle- 
men,  that  time  lias  not  diminished  the  interest  which 
a long  acquaintance  with  Rutherford  and  its  patriotic 
citizens  has  been  calculated  to  inspire;  nor  has  it  eras- 
ed from  my  mind  the  grateful  recollections  of  those 
who  shared  with  me  the  perils  of  the  last  war.  I shall 
parry  with  me  to  the  grave  a heart  alive  with  sensibility 


to  the  many  proofs  I have  received  of  the  confidence 
and  favor  of  those  citizens  in  all  the  vicissitudes  of  my 
life. 

“Withdrawn  now  from  the  busy  stage  of  public  af- 
fairs, and  with  no  disposition  to  enter  upon  it  again,  I 
repose  with  confidence  upon  the  security  which  our 
free  institutions  enjoy,  founded  as  they  are  upon  the 
virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people. 
It  was  by  the  co-operation  and  aid  of  the  people  that  I 
was  able  to  do  whatever  good  has  resulted  from  their 
partiality  in  calling  me  to  the  presidency;  and  not 
doubting  that  those  who  have  succeeded  me  in  tile  ad- 
ministration, will  look  to  the  same  source  for  support,  I 
cannot  but  anticipate  for  my  country  the  highest  and 
most  enduring  prosperity. 

“If  any  thing  could  add,  gentlemen,  to  the  pleasure 
of  visiting  you,  and  exchanging  salutations  with  the 
citizens  ot  Rutherford,  it  would  be  the  occasion  selected 
to  honor  our  distinguished  representative,  colonel  Polk, 
and  his  associates  in  the  republican  cause.  Aware  of 
the  difficulties  they  have  to  contend  with  as  friends  of 
that  cause,  I can  justly  appreciate  the  considerations 
v\hich  commend  them  to  your  respect  at  a period  like 
the  present. 

1 am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obliged  and  very  obedient  servant, 
Andrew  Jackson. 

3 loses  Ridley  and  others,  committee. 

Hon.  Franklin  Pierce.  This  gentleman  has  recent- 
ly removed  from  Hillsborough  to  Concord,  N.  H. 
Previous  to  leaving  Hillsborough  he  was  invited  to  a 
public  dinner,  which  he  declined  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  correspondence: 

Hillsborough,  August  25,  1833. 

Hon.  Franklin  Pierce: 

Sir:  The  democratic  republicans  of  Hillsborough 
embrace  the  opportunity  your  short  stay  furnishes,  to 
tender  to  you  an  invitation  to  partake  with  them  of 
a public  dinner  at  such  time  as  may  be  most  conve- 
nient to  you,  before  you  take  your  leave  of  Hillsbo- 
rough. 

In  discharging  the  duty  imposed  upon  them,  the 
committee  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that  the  tender  they 
make  is  no  unmeaning  compliment. 

Your  childhood  was  with  them,  and  so  has  been 
your  riper  years.  Educated  in  their  midst,  one  of  them- 
selves, the  ties  that  have  so  long  hound  you  to  them 
cannot  he  easily  sundered;  and  it  would  be  doing 
violence  to  their  feelings  to  suffer  the  present  occasion 
to  pass  without  an  opportunity  of  calling  up  those  re- 
collections that  will  ever  be  to  them  a source  of  the 
highest  satisfaction. 

Vou  have  stood  by  them  at  all  times.  You  have 
been  unto  them  even  as  a son  and  a brother.  Their 
interests  have  been  your  interests,  their  feelings  your 
feelings.  And  it  is  with  the  sincerest  pleasure  that 
they  offer  you  this  testimonial,  however  small,  of  the 
estimate  they  place  upon  your  character,  public  and 
private. 

The  committee  cannot  but  express  their  regret  at  the 
necessity  which  is  about  to  separate  you  from  the  re- 
publican citizens  of  Hillsborough.  Long  and  inti- 
mately have  you  been  known  to  them;  and  wherever 
you  may  go,  they  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  you 
will  carry  with  you  their  kindest  wishes  for  your  wel- 
fare. 

With  esteem  and  respect  we  have  the  honor  to  bo 
yours,  &c. 

Timothy  Wyman,  Andrew  Sargent,  Hiram  Monroe, 
George  Nelson,  James  Wilder,  John  Gary,  Amos 
Flint,  Jonathan  Sargent,  Samuel  Kimball,  Thomas 
Wilson,  Isaac  Baldwin,  Jonathan  Beard,  Jacob  P. 
Wbittemore,  Levi  Goodell,  Ransom  Bixby,  Elijah 
Munroe,  committee. 

Hillsborough,  Sept.  15,  1838. 
Gentlemen:  Your  letter  in  behalf  of  the  democratic 
republicans  of  Hillsborough  inviting  me  to  partake  of 
a public  dinner  at  such  time  as  might  suit  my  conveni- 
ence, was  duly  received. 

Sincerely  desirous  of  exchanging  salutations  with 
all  my  friends,  before  those  relations  which  have  so 
long  subsisted  between  us  should  be  severed.  1 have 
delayed  giving  an  answer,  with  the  hope  that  my  other 
engagements  would  allow  me  this  pleasure.  In  this 
expectation  I am  sorry  to  say  I find  myself  disappoint- 
ed. I have  received  too  many  substantial  evidences  of 
the  kind  regard  and  true  friendship  of  the  citizens  of 
Hillsborough  to  need  any  new  assurance  of  their  par- 
tiality, and  yet,  I would  not  disguise  the  fact,  that  your 
testimony  at  parting,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  my 
duties  in  public  and  private  life  have  been  discharged 
is  flattering  to  my  feelings,  especially  so,  as  coming 
from  those  who  have  known  me  longest  and  most  in- 
timately. 

I shall  leave  Hillsborough  with  no  ordinary  regret. 
There  are  a thousand  reasons  why  it  cannot  be  other- 
wise— I have  hitherto  known  no  other  home. 

Here  have  been  passed  many  of  the  happiest  days 
and  months  of  my  life.  With  these  streams  and  moun- 
tains are  associated  most  of  the  delightful  recollections 
of  buoyant  and  happy  boyhood — and  in  my  early  in- 
tercourse with  the  generous,  independent  and  intelligent 
yeomanry  of  Hillsborough,  I became  attached  to  and 
learned  how  highly  to  appreciate  that  class  of  the  com- 
munity which  constitutes  the  true  nobility  of  this  coun- 
try. I need  hardly  say  that  I shall  never  cease  to  re- 
member my  birth  place  with  pride  as  well  as  affection, 
and  with  still  more  pride  shall  I recollect  the  steady, 
unqualified  and  generous  confidence  which  has  been 


reposed  in  me  by  its  inhabitants.  With  unfeigned  re- 
gret, gentlemen,  that  I am  unable  to  accept  the  invita- 
tion which  you  have  communicated  in  such  kind  and 
flattering  te'rms — please  to  accept  for  yourselves  and  to 
communicate  to  my  fellow  citizens,  whose  organs  you 
are  on  this  occasion,  the  assurance  of  my  warm  thanks 
and  sincerest  interest  in  whatever  relates  to  their  pros- 
perity and  happiness,  individually  and  collectively. 

Iam,  gentlemen,  with  the  highest  respect  your  friend 
and  obedient  servant, 

Franklin  Pierce. 

Timothy  Wyman,  Andrew  Sargent,  Hiram  Monroe, 

George  Nelson,  &c.,  committee. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Shulze.  Montoursville,  Lycom- 
ing co.,  October  1,  1838. 

Dear  friend:  At  no  time  did  I feel  greater  anxiety  for 
success,  than  I do  in  this  coming  election.  I abhor  and 
detest  the  sub-treasury  system  more  than  all  other  mea- 
sures introduced  by  general  Jackson.  It  is  a wicked 
attempt  to  create  a host  of  office  holders,  without  num- 
ber. In  a government  like  ours,  we  have  a sufficient 
number  already.  I would  not  be  astonished  if  the  sub- 
treasury system  would  by  degrees  create  one,  yes,  two 
thousand  officers.  A bank  would  be  connected  with 
the  treasury  fiom  eighty  to  one  hundred  millions  of 
dollars.  This  would  suit  a man  like  Martin  Van  Bu- 
ren  exactly.  He  has  no  popularity.  On  the  hack  of 
general  Jackson,  he  crept  into  the  high  station  he  at 
present  holds.  He  will  stand  in  need  of  a swarm  of 
office  holders,  which  he  is  well  aware  of.  If  David  R. 
Porter,  unfortunately  should  be  elected  governor,  then 
every  art  and  cunning  will  be  made  use  of  to  bring  the 
sub-treasury  again  before  congress.  Therefore,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  old  democrats  to  give  their  opposition  to 
David  R.  Porter,  and  do  all  in  their  power  to  elect  Jo- 
seph Ritner. 

My  letter  of  the  29th  of  August,  was  written  in  plain 
language,  and  I must  say,  from  the  best  motives.  I 
feel  sorry  to  be  informed  that  some  men  took  pains  to 
persuade  you  that  my  letter  of  the  29th  of  August  was 
a forgery.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  my  hand- 
writing, therefore,  able  now  to  judge  yourself.  I have 
no  doubt  at  all  of  our  success,  but  1 will  he  much  pleas- 
ed to  hear  that  my  old  friend  judge  Fahnestock,  is  still 
in  the  same  ranks  with  me.  If  we  re-elect  governor 
Ritner,  then  our  success  in  1840,  is  certain.  The 
many  experiments  made  by  Jackson  and  Van  Buren, 
have  done  much  harm,  and  it  is  high  time  that  so  wick- 
ed and  corrupt  an  administration  should  be  put  down. 
I will  do  all  in  my  power  to  aid  so  good  a cause  and  I 
do  hope  you  will  do  the  same.  Your  old  friend,  &c. 

J.  And’w.  Shulze. 

Obed  Fahnestpck,  esq. 

PIorrible  case  of  mutiny  and  murder.  The  fol- 
lowing document,  communicated  to  the  consul  of  the 
United  States  at  London,  and  by  him  to  the  depart- 
ment of  state,  is  published  for  the  information  ol  the 
friends  of  the,  persons  therein  mentioned.  [Globe. 

Government  Emigration  Office, 
Greenock,  August  26 th,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  for  the  in- 
formation of  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty, 
a most  horrible  case  of  murder  and  mutiny  committed 
at  sea. 

The  brig  Plelden,  of  Scarboro,  master  W.  B.  Fowler, 
from  Licate,  with  sulphur,  bound  to  Glasgow,  arrived 
in  this  port  last  evening,  and  reported  as  follows,  viz: 

Thai  on  the  12th  August,  about  half-past  three  o’clock, 
p.  m.  in  latitude  41°  41'  N.  longitude  15°  20'  W.  he 
picked  up  a boat,  with  three  men  and  two  women, 
who  gave  him  the  following  particulars,  viz: 

That  on  the  5:h  Aug;  sr,  1838,  at  two  o’clock,  a.  m. 
in  latitude  about  37°  N.  longitude  13°  W.  the  crew  of 
the  brig  “Braganza,”  master  Armet  T.  Tarley,  of  Phila- 
delphia, mutinied  and  threw  the  master  overboard; 
fractured  the  skull  of  the  mate,  and  stabbed  him  and 
left  him  for  dead  in  the  cabin,  and  took  possession  of 
the  brig.  The  following  passengers  were  forced  into  a 
boat  and  left  her;  she  was  then  in  about  latitude  41°  or 
42°  N.  and  longitude  15°  or  16°  W.  steering  N.  E.  by 
E.  with  the  intention,  as  they  stated,  of  running  for  the 
British  channel,  and  effecting  a landing  somewhere  in 
the  neighborhood:  they  supposed  themselves  about  350 
miles  Ironr  land,  and  had  been  25  hours  in  the  open 
boat.  The  passengers  were  Mr.  George  N.  Delhi  and 
lady,  Mrs  Tarley,  (the  captain’s  wife,)  the  2d  mate,  Mr. 
Mori,  and  the  cook  of  the  brig. 

A description  of  the  mutineers,  as  near  as  now  can 
be  given,  is  as  follows:  their  surnames  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained; their  Christian  names  are  as  follows,  viz:  Wil- 
liam, Henry,  Joseph,  Hanse,  and  James. 

The  Braganza  is  a full-rigged  brig,  about  220  tons, 
painted  black,  with  a narrow  streak  and  painted  ports; 
a bitted  head;  the  white  streak  does  not  show  very 
plainly,  in  consequence  of  being  recently  caulked  and 
paid  and  the  pitch  not  scraped  off.  She  had  a cargo 
of  sugar,  taken  in  at  St.  Johns. 

Should  I hear  any  further  particulars,  I will  acquaint 
you  for  the  information  of  their  lordships;  and  have  the 
lion  or  to  be,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

S.  H.  Hemmay,  It.  R.  N. 

Her  majesty's  emigration  agent,  Greenock. 
To Wood,  esq.,  sec’y  of  the  advriralty,  London. 

The  pirate  and  the  dove.  The  following  interest- 
ing fact  is  related  by  Audubon,  in  his  Ornithological 
Biography.  In  speaking  of  the  Zenaida  dove,  he  says: 
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“A  man  who  was  once  a pirate  assured  me  that  seve- 
ral times,  while  at  certain  wells  dug  in  the  burning, 
shelly  sands  of  a well  known  quay,  which  must  be 
here  nameless,  the  soft  and  melancholy  cry  of  the 
doves  awoke  in  his  breast  feelings  which  had  long 
slumbered,  melted  his  heart  to  repentance,  and  caused 
him  to  linger  at  the  spot  in  a state  of  nund  which  he 
only  who  compares  the  wretchedness  of  guilt  within 
him  with  the  happiness  of  former  innocence,  can  truly 
feel.  He  said  he  never  left  the  place  without  increased 
tears  of  futurity,  associated  as  he  was.  although  I be- 
lieve by  force,  with  a band  of  the  most  desperate  villains 
that  ever  annoyed  the  navigation  of  the  Florida  coast. 
So  deeply  moved  was  he  by  notes  of  any  bird,  and  es- 
pecially by  those  of  a dove,  the  only  soothing  sounds 
he  ever  heard  during  his  life  of  horrors,  that  through 
these  plaintive  notes,  and  them  alone,  he  was  induced  to 
escape  from  his  vessel,  abandon  his  turbulent  compan- 
ions, and  return  to  a family  deploring  his  absence. 
After  paying  a parting  visit  to  those  wells,  and  listening 
once  more  to  the  cooings  of  the  Zenaida  dove,  he  pour- 
ed out  his  soul  in  supplication  for  mercy,  and  once  more 
became,  what  one  has  said  to  be  ‘the  noblest  work  of 
God,’ an  honest  man.  His  escape  was  effected  amidst 
difficulties  and  dangers;  but  no  danger  seemed  to  him 
to  be  comparable  with  the  danger  of  one’s  living  in 
the  violation  of  human  and  divine  laws,  and  now  he 
lives  in  peace  in  the  midst  of  his  friends.” 

Maria  Monk,  again.  The  editor  of  the  New  York 
Commercial  Advertiser  takes  occasion  in  his  last  paper, 
to  contradict,  unequivocally,  a report  which  has  been 
circulated  in  the  interior  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
that  he  had  been  prosecuted  for  libelling  Maria  Monk, 
and  compelled  to  pay  heavy  damages.  While  his  hand 
is  in,  he  concludes  not  to  stop  here,  and  goes  on  to 
show  that  even  while  carrying  on  her  sanctified  de- 
ceit she  was  playing  the  harlot,  and  concludes  in  the 
following  strain. 

But  this  is  not  all.  We  stated,  more  than  a year  ago, 
that  we  had  been  requested  to  prepare  her  manuscripts 
for  the  press,  exposing  her  own  imposture,  and  the  con- 
duct of  her  clique  'm  this  city.  Subsequently,  and  since 
'x?  ^uve  ma^e  any  publication  upon  the  subject,  Maria 
Monk  has  voluntarily  made  a full  confession  to  a pro- 
testant  clergyman,  a friend  of  ours,  under  circum- 
stances of  manifest  sincerity,  of  the  whole  imposture, 
and  all  the  particulars,  before  the  inception  of  the  plot, 
during  its  progress,  and  to  the  end.  The  details  of  the 
story,  she  says,  were  chiefly  arranged  from  the  leading 
character  of  the  questions  put  to  her  by  the  precious 
concern  who  had  her  in  keeping  in  this  city.  These 
questions,  endless  in  number,  and  of  every  form  and 
character,  constituted  the  web  upon  which,  from  time 
to  time,  she  wove  her  tissue  of  lies. 

But  even  this  is  not  all.  Since,  Maria  made  these 
confessions,  she  has  covered  her  friends  and  abettors 
shame  and  confusion,  by  giving  birth  to  another 
child!  The  circumstances  rendered  it  impossible  for 
her  to  charge  this  second  result  of  illicit  love  upon  father 
rhelan,  and  so  she  chose  to  cast  the  paternity  upon  one 
of  her  special  friends  in  this  city— a gentleman,  by  the 
way,  whose  eyes  had  been  previously  opened,  and  who 
is  lust  as  innocent  in  the  matter  as  father  Phelan  him- 
self. 

Nor  yet  is  this  all.  The  celebrated  Miss  Partridge, 
the  other  pure  vestal  introduced  to  the  writer  of  this 
article  by  the  head  of  the  famous  committee,  with  Ma- 
r*a  Monk,  has  also  since  become  an  unmarried  mo- 
ther. With  these  facts  we  take  leave  of  the  subject,  as 
we  trust,  forever. 


Mr.  Pan  Amburgh,  famous  throughout  the  Unitei 
btates  as  a tiger  tamer  and  lion  queller,  has  recentf 
carried  his  collection  of  wild,  or  rather  tame,  beasts  t 
England,  and  is  now  exhibiting  them  at  Astley’s  am 
phuheatre  in  London.  The  New  York  Gazette  says 
onemfh.sfigers  having  manifested  a disposition  to  taki 
high  English  ground  after  arriving  upon  the  soil  whosi 
very  touch  is  so  instantaneous  in  imparting  freedom  ti 
man,  beast  and  bird,  Van  Amburgh  had  to  fisht  fo 
his  own  sovereignty.  It  has  always  been  our  expects 
tion  that  this  fellow’s  manoeuvrings  would  briim  him  t< 
an  untunely  end  some  time  or  other,  and  it  is'still  ou 
belief  that  he  will  be  eaten  one  of  these  days.  He  ap 
pears,  however,  in  this  case  to  have  settled  the  matte 
with  that  particular  brute,  without  a great  deal  of  trou 
blc  to  himself.  The  “John  Bull”  has  the  following  ac 
count  of  the  affair. 

Furious  attack  on  Mr.  Van  Amburgh , of  Astleii’s  am 
phUheatre,  by  one  of  his  tigers.  Since  Wednesday  last 
the  principal  topic  of  conversation  in  the  theatrica 
world  has  been  the  furious  attack  made  upon  Mr.  Var 
Amburgh  whose  exhibition  at  Astley’s  Royal  amphi 
hearre  of  lions,  tigers,  leopards  and  other  animals  o 
me  forest,  in  the  grand  zoological  spectacle  entitled  tin 
hion  conquerer  of  Pompeii,”  has  excited  within  thesi 
lew  days  past  so  much  public  attention-  Mr.  Van  Am 
burgh  has  been  styled  by  the  philologos  of  the  above 
equestrain  establishment  as  the  brute" tamer,  and  cer 
tamly  the  appellation  is  well  applied,  as  the  followin' 
haring  feat  will  prove,  for  never  was  the  courage  or  th< 
presence  of  mind  of  man  put  to  a severer  test.  Fron 
the  information  obtained  by  our  reporter  yesterday 
Zm,  amhuenUc  source,  it  appears  that  on  VVednes 

a rehearsal  was  g°">g  on  in  the  circus  of  tin 

theatre,  when  Mr.  \an  Amburgh,  wishing  one  of  hi; 
t gers  to  perform  a certain  feat  which  the  animal  wa; 
utterly  unable  or  unwilling  to  accomplish,  had  recoursi 
to  severe  corporeal  punishment,  which  chastisement  hi 
inflicted  with  a large  horsewhip.  Smarting  under  tin 


pain  of  the  lash,  the  animal  became  incensed,  and  sud- 
denly sprang  upon  Mr.  Van  Amburgh,  who  instantly 
was  hurled  with  violence  to  the  ground,  from  the 
strength  and  weight  of  his  incensed  assailant.  Mr. 
Van  Amburgh,  who  is  of  Herculean  cast,  and  possess- 
ing extraordinary  muscular  power,  instantly  perceived 
the  intention  of  the  animal,  which  was  that  of  tearing 
him  to  pieces,  and  with  the  courage  and  presence  of 
mind  which  few  men  possess,  seized  his  foe  by  the  lip 
of  the  lower  jaw,  and  thus  pinioned  him  as  a bull  dog 
would  an  ox  at  a bait.  A long  and  fearful  struggle  now 
ensued,  in  the  course  of  which  both  the  man  and  the 
tiger  rolled  over  several  times.  At  length  Mr.  Van  Am- 
burgh got  the  better  of  his  foe  by  throwing  him  on  his 
back,  at  the  same  time  kneeling  on  his  stomach,  and, 
with  his  other  hand,  which  was  till  now  unengaged, 
commenced  striking  the  prostrate  animal  with  his 
clenched  fist,  the  blows  following  in  quick  succession, 
over  the  head,  face  and  particularly  the  nose,  until  the 
blood  flowed  from  the  subdued  animal,  who  here  qui- 
vered under  the  grasp  of  his  conqueror.  At  length  Mr. 
Van  Amburgh,  perceiving  that  he  had  completely  over- 
come him,  released  his  hold,  and  the  animal,  finding 
himself  at  liberty,  retired  a short  distance  from  his  mas- 
ter, and  crouched  down  as  if  severely  suffering  from 
the  punishment  he  had  received.  It  may  here  be  pro- 
per to  mention  that  the  performers  (so  we  understood,) 
did  not  pay  any  attention  to  the  struggle,  considering 
that  it  was  merely  a rehearsal  of  the  part  to  be  played 
in  the  evening,  until  they  saw  him  administering  the 
severe  chastisement  as  before  described  to  the  enraged 
animal,  and  its  efforts  to  compel  Mr.  Van  Amburgh  to 
release  his  hold.  This  encounter  did  not  at  all  impede 
the  entertainments  of  the  evening.  [John  Bull. 

Mason’s  and  Dixon’s  line.  From  the  Salem  Ga- 
zette. Whenever  the  rights,  interests,  or  duties  of  the 
northern  and  southern  states,  respectively,  are  in  ques- 
tion, reference  is  commonly  made  to  “Mason’s  and 
Dixon’s  line.’’  This  boundary  is  so  termed  from  the 
names  of  Charles  Mason  and  Jeremiah  Dixon — of  ihe 
two  gentlemen  who  were  appointed  to  run  unfinished 
lines  in  1761,  between  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  on 
the  territories  subjected  to  the  heirs  of  Penn  and  lord 
Baltimore.  A temporary  line  had  been  run  in  1739, 
but  had  not  given  satisfaction  to  the  disputing  parties, 
although  it  resulted  from  an  agreement  in  1739,  between 
themselves.  A decree  had  been  made  in  1618,  by  king 
Janies,  delineating  the  boundaries  between  the  lands 
given  by  charter  to  the  first  lord  Baltimore,  and  those 
adjudged  to  his  majesty  (afterwards  to  William  Penn) 
which  divided  the  tract  of  land  between  Delaware  bay 
and  the  eastern  sea  on  one  side,  and  the  Chesapeake 
bay  on  the  other,  by  a line  equally  intersecting  it,  drawn 
from  cape  Henlopen,  to  the  4th  degree  of  north  latitude. 
A decree  in  chancery  rendered  the  king’s  decree  im- 
perative. But  the  situation  of  Henlopen  became  long 
a subject  of  serious,  protracted,  and  expensive  litigation, 
particularly  after  the  death  of  Penn,  in  1718  and  of 
lord  Baltimore  in  1714;  till  John  and  Richard  and 
Thomas  Penn,  (who  had  become  the  sole  proprietors 
of  the  American  possessions  of  their  father  William) 
and  Cecilius  lord  Baltimore,  grandson  of  Charles,  and 
great  grandson  of  Cecilius  the  original  patentee  en- 
tered into  an  agreement  on  the  10th  of  May,  1772. 
To  this  agreement,  a chart  was  appended,  which  as- 
certained  the  site  of  cape  Henlopen,  and  delineated  a 
division  by  an  east  and  west  line,  running  westward 
from  that  cape,  to  the  exact  middle  of  the  peninsula. 
Lord  Baltimore  became  dissatisfied  with  this  agreement, 
and  endeavored  to  invalidate  it. 

Chancery  suits,  kingly  decrees,  and  proprietory  ar- 
rangements, followed,  which  eventually  produced  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  run  the  temporary 
line.  This  was  effected  in  1739.  But  the  cause  in 
chancery  being  decided  in  1759,  new  commissioners 
were  appointed,  who  could  not,  however,  agree,  and 
the  question  remained  open  till  1761,  when  the  line  was 
run  by  Messrs.  Mason  and  Dixon. 

Chief  justice  Marshall.  The  editor  of  the  Ra- 
leigh Register  gives  the  following  pleasant  anecdote  of 
chief  justice  Marshall: 

“We  have  heard  recently  an  anecdote  of  this  distin- 
guished man,  which  so  strongly  illustrates  the  dignity 
and  simplicity  of  his  character,  that  we  venture  to  re- 
late it,  hoping  that  it  may  come  into  the  hands  of  his 
future,  biographer,  and  be  woven  into  the  thread  of  his 
narrative.  It  occurred  in  this  city  on  the  occasion  of 
the  chief  justice’s  periodical  visits  to  hold  the  federal 
court  for  this  district.  The  old  crier  of  the  court  hav- 
ing removed  or  died,  the  marshal,  gen.  Daniel,  selected 
a new  recruit  and  gave  him,  some  days  beforehand, 
the  necessary  proclamations  and  forms  to  commitjto 
memory,  that  he  might  be  au  fait  when  the  court  met. 
The  iinportant  day  at  length  arrived,  and  the  crier, 
with  his  ‘task  well  conned,’  made  his  appearance,  at- 
tracting the  attention  of  every  one  by  th  ■ loftiness  of  his 
stride  and  an  air  of  conscious  self-importance  which  he 
made  no  effort  to  conceal.  Every  thing  went  off  ad- 
mirably at  first.  The  proclamations  to  jurors,  witnesses, 
&c.  were  roared  out  most  sonorously,  and  the  time 
having  arrived  for  charging  the  grand  jury,  the  chief 
justice  pulled  out  his  well-thumbed  paper,  and  waiting 
a few  moments  fir  the  usual  caution  of  silence  to  be 
given  by  the  crier  but  observing  no  movement  to  that 
effect  commenced  the  charge.  He  had  proceeded 
some  way  in  it  when  the  crier,  aroused  from  his  re- 
verie, found  what  was  going  on,  and  considering  the 
whole  matter  informal,  with  the  quickness  of  thought, 
stepped  into  the  bar,  between  the  court  and  jury,  and 


addressing  the  judge  in  a mandatory  voice,  cried — ‘sto P 
sii!  stop,  sir!’  The  chief  justice,  who  seemed  to  see  in 
a moment  through  the  whole  transaction,  instead  of  or- 
dering the  crier  to  prison  for  a contempt,  stopped,  as 
commanded,  and  quietly  awaited  the  result.  A dead 
silence  reigned  throughout  the  court.  The  full  of  a pin 
might  have  been  heard.  What  now?  mentally  ex- 
claimed each  beating  bosom.  The  astonishment  de- 
picted on  every  countenance  may  well  be  imagined, 
when  the  crier,  drawing  himself  tip  to  his  full  length 
bawled  out — 

“O  yes!  O yes ! O yes!  All  manner  of  persons  are 
required  to  keep  silence,  upon  pain  of  imprisonment, 
while  the  honorable  judge  is  giving  his  charge  to  the 
grand  jury.’’ 

“When  he  had  finished  this  proclamation,  he  turned 
to  the  court,  with  an  air  of  complacency  and  a wave 
of  the  hand,  and  said  to  the  chief  justice — ‘You  may 
go  on,  sir.’  Every  one  expected  to  see  the  unfortunate 
crier  sent  to  jail,  as  a matter  of  course,  but,  without 
cracking  a smile,  the  chief  justice  commenced  his 
charge  de  novo  and  went  through  as  though  nothing 
had  happened.” 


Important  to  farmers.  I think,  Messrs.  Printers, 
that  we  have  had  enough  in  all  conscience  of  puffing 
and  blowing  about  family  Ravels,  Tree  play  actors’, 
men  singers  and  women  singers,  Italian  fiddlers,  and 
rope  dancers,  live  elephants  and  monkeys.  (By  the 
bye,  it  is  a very  prevalant  opinion  at  Cow  bay,  Cow 
neck,  Oyster  bay,  and  Hallel’s  cove,  that  if  all  those 
drone  bees  were  turned  out  to  fell  trees,  grub  up  the 
brush,  and  hoe-corn,  we  would  not  need  to  import  peas- 
meal  and  rye-flour  from  Germany); — dungs  which  feed 
the  sense  of  sight  only.  Now  we,  some  of  your  Clod- 
hopping subscribers,  think  ourselves  entitled!  to  half  a 
column  of  your  paper  to  speak  of  things  which  feed 
the  taste,  and  give  nourishment  to  the  body  corporate. 

Mr.  Jefferson*  says  the  man  who  makes  three  blades 
of  grass  grow  where  only  one  grew  before,  is  more  the 
friend  of  man  than  lie  who  conquers  kingdoms.  I 
think  if  Mr.  J.  had  always  preached  such  s’ciund  doc- 
trine, he  would  have  been  the  greatest  philosopher  of 
the  age.  Seeing,  then,  that  this  proposition  about  the 
grass  is  a self-evident  fact,  what  think  you  should  be 
done  to  the  man  who  makes  three  ears  of  corn  where 
only  one  grew  before?  inasmuch  as  grass  feeds  the 
horse,  and  corn  the  man.  But  to  come  to  the  point  at 
once: 


kjuiue  uuee  yeuis  ago,  a mercnant  in  INew  York, 
while  emptying  a box  of  tea,  observed  therein  a few 
grains  ot  corn.  Concluding  that  corn,  from  China, 
must  be  something  new  under  our  sun,  he  had  them 
planted,  so  they  grew  and  multiplied.  Last  spring  I 
received  from  a worthy  friend,  a portion  of  said  corn— 
it’s  a new  variety— so  I gave  it  the  name  of  China’s  fall 
prolific,  or  tree  corn;  as  it  strikes  off  in  two,  three  and 
frequently  four  branches,  in  appearance  like  a small 
tree,  and  produces  an  ear  at  the  head  of  each  branch, 
whereas  the  common  corn  shoots  out  the  ear  from  the 
side  of  the  stalk;  it  grows  from  eight  to  ten  feet  high, 
produces  an  abundance  of  fodder,  is  a large  white  flint 
twelve  row  corn,  and  ears  from  ten  to  fourteen  inches 
long.  I counted  six  hundred  and  sixty  grains  on  one 
ear;  it  was  planted  on  the  10th  of  May  and  had  ears  fit 
to  boil  on  the  10th  of  July.  Its  produce  was  much  cur- 
tailed by  the  lon^  drought,  but  notwithstanding  I count- 
ed two  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  grains,  the 
produce  of  one  stalk;  being  an  increase  of  two  thou- 
sand from  one.  The  Dutton  (which  is  an  excellent 
corn)  planted  on  the  same  day,  on  the  same  field,  and 
receiving  the  same  quantity  of  manure,  cross  ploughing 
and  hoeing,  did  not  produce  one  half.  The  [Tatch, 
about  two  hundred  hills,  was  examined  by  many  re- 
spectable farmers,  who  all  pronounced  it  something 
new,  and  something  superior. 

The  corn  may  be  had  of  G.  C.  Thor’ourn,  New  York, 
and  at  the  store  of  William  Thorburn  in  Albany,  price 
25  cents  per  ear;  the  nett  profits  to  be  given  to  some  of 
the  charitable  institutions  in  New  York  and  Albany. 
Now,  if  there  is  a farmer  between  Maine  and  the  Rocky 
mountains  who  would  rather  pay  25  cents  for  two  gills  of 
brandy,  than  to  buy  one  ear  of  this  corn,  whicti  will 
plant  100  hills — I say,  if  there  is  such  a man,  he  ought 
to  be  fed  on  nothing  but  supaun  and  buttermilk  as  long 
as  little  soul  and  big  carcass  will  hang  together.  A 
stalk,  having  the  ears  on,  to  show  the  manner  ot 
growth,  may  be  seen  at  the  above  stores. 

TT  „ „ Grant  Thorburn. 

Ilallets’  Cove,  Sept.  24,  1833. 


*No! — Dean  Swift.  Ed.  Reg. 


A powerful  natural  magnet.  An  interesting  de- 
scription was  given,  not  long  since,  in  an  English’ sci- 
entific periodical  of  a natural  magnet  of  wonderful 
power,  and  some  circumstances  connected  with  it  must 
make  it  particularly  interesting  to  the  American  reader. 

It  seems  that  as  early  as  1772,  when  Benjamin 
Franklin  was  in  Glasgow,  he  had  much  conversation 
with  professor  Anderson  on  the  subject  of  electricity 
and  magnetism,  and  promised  to  send  the  professor 
from  America  a specimen  of  some  fine  loadstones 
which  were  found  in  abundance  in  some  places  in  Vir- 
ginia. Franklin  was  as  good  as  his  word;  and  in  1776 
professor  Anderson  received  the  promised  mineral,  and 
put  the  most  promising  portion  of  the  mass  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Crichton,  an  ingenious  mechanic,  who 
was  skilful  in  the  manufacture  of  scientific  apparatus. 
It  was  armed  in  the  most  approved  manner,  but  its 
power  was  in  no  way  remarkable.  Several  smaller 
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portions  of  the  mass  were  similarly  fitted  up;  but  they, 
like  the  principal,  proving  almost  valueless,  the  profes- 
sor declined  making  any  further  trials,  and  finally  laid 
aside  all  thoughts  of  the  matter. 

Several  years  passed  away;  but,  in  1781  or  1782,  Mr. 
Crichton,  casually  rummaging  a lumber  box  which 
stood  beneath  his  work  bench,  discovered  some  small 
fragments  of  the  almost  forgotten  loadstone,  surround- 
ed by  iron  filings  and  other  ferruginous  dust;  and  ob- 
serving that  one  of  these  fragments  carried  a larger 
heard  of  filings  than  the  others,  he  was  induced  to  be- 
stow, at  his  leisure,  what  he,  at  the  time,  considered  a 
little  hopeless  labor,  in  grinding  the  fragment  into  a pro- 
per shape,  with  regard  to  its  poles.  After  which  dimi- 
nution, iron  arms  were  attached  in  a temporary  man- 
ner, by  means  of  a thread,  when,  to  his  great  surprise, 
its  first  load,  though  hastily  applied,  and  supposed  to  be 
in  excess,  required  considerable  force  to  effect  its  re- 
moval. 

Mr.  Crichton  now  thought  that  the  fragment  was  wor- 
thy of  additional  labor;  he  ground  it  with  great  care  into 
its  proper  form,  with  regard  to  polarity,  and,  when  fin- 
ished, the  little  stone,  with  its  arming,  was  enclosed  in 
a thin  case  of  gold,  having  a ring  at  the  top  for  sus- 
pending it.  A load  was  attached,  consisting  of  a pvra- 
midal-shaped  piece  of  soft  iron,  of  a weight  judged  to 
be  rather  under  its  maximum  power,  that  is,  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  grains , while  the  stone  itself 
weighs  precisely  two  and  a half  grains,  carrying,  there- 
fore, three  hundred  and  thirteen  times  its  own  weight.' 

It  is  now  fifty-seven  years  since  this  little  spark  of 
the  mine  was  first  enclosed.  The  case  was  opened 
about  thirty  years  ago  to  examine  the  arms,  but,  the 
old  ones  appearing  faultless,  the  whole  was  immedi- 
ately put  together  in  its  original  state.  The  same  mass 
of  iron  has  been  used  as  its  load  from  the  beginning, 
and  is  placed  merely  in  contact  with  the  arms.  The 
power  of  adhesion  appears  to  be  as  great  as  it  has  ever 
been,  and  it  is  supposed  that,  by  careful  application, 
the  load  could  be  increased  to  considerably  more  than 
eight  hundred  grains;  but,  lest  the  trial  might  prove  in- 
jurious, it  has  never  been  made.  [ Boston  Mer.  Jour. 

FROM  THE  WES  L’  INDIES. 

Files  of  the  Barbadian  to  the  9th  of  September, 
have  been  received  at  the  Exchange  Reading  Room. 

In  the  paper  of  the  8th,  we  find  the  proceedings 
at  a meeting  of  planters,  merchants,  and  others, 
held  at  Bridgetown  on  the  6th,  on  the  subject  of 
the  currency.  A series  of  resolutions  were  adopted, 
remonstrating  against  any  change  in  the  relative 
value  of  coins — against  the  exportation  of  dou- 
bloons— and  against  any  grant  of  farther  powers  to 
the  Colonial  bank;  and”  in  favor  of  establishing  a 
local  bank. 

The  same  paper  contains  a long  address  from 
archdeacon  Parry  to  the  laboring  population,  ear- 
nestly exhorting  them  to  industry,  submission  to 
the  laws,  mutual  kindness,  and  fidelity,  as  indis- 
pensable to  the  en  joyment  and  preservation  of  their 
newly  acquired  freedom. 

We  see  announced  the  death  of  John  Wilson  Ad- 
ams, editor  of  the  St.  Vincent  Chronicle,  who  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  long  and  zealous  efforts 
to  effect  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes.  Like 
Wilberforce,  he  died  just  as  his  labors  were  crown- 
ed with  success. 

The  Barbadian  complains  bitterly  of  certain  “in- 
cendiaries” who,  it  alleges,  were  inciting  the  la- 
borers to  insubordination  and  idleness,  persuading 
them  to  work  only  four  days  in  the  week  instead 
of  five,  as  required  by  the  planters. 

The  island  of  Barbadoes  had  been  favored  with 
abundance  of  rain  during  the  last  week  of  August. 

The  Trinidad  Standard  of  August  10,  gives  very 
gratifying  accounts  of  the  working  of  the  emanci- 
pation in  that  island.  The  first  three  days  of  Au- 
gust were  given  up,  by  mutual  consent,  as  a holy- 
day,  after  which  the  negroes  generally  wentquietly 
to  work;  and  there  was  every  appearance  that 
things  would  go  on  well  and  harmoniously. 

The  general  rates  of  wages  were,  for  the  lowest 
class  of  laborers,  six  dollars  a month  without  allow- 
ances, for  the  middling  class  eight  dollars,  and  for 
the  highest  twelve  dollars,  with  an  allowance  of 
half  a pound  of  salt  fish  and  two  drams  of  rum  per 
day.  Contracts  were  generally  made,  however,  by 
the  day,  at  three  shillings  currency  for  a day’s  task 
of  a given  measurement,  with  an  allowance  of  fish 
and  rum.  In  all  cases  the  laborers  have  their  houses 
and  provision  grounds  free  of  expense. 

The  St.  Vincent  Gazette  of  the  11th  says  that 
the  laborers  generally  have  refused  to  work,  stand- 
ing out  for  higher  wages.  The  terms  offered  them 
were  one  shilling  and  sixpence  currency  per  diem 
for  the  highest  class,  with  house,  provision  ground, 
inedicine  and  medical  attendance;  and  they  de- 
manded two  and  sixpence  per  diem,  with  allow- 
ances of  clothing,  sugar,  salt  fish  and  rum. 

The  accounts  from  Demerara  and  St.  Christo- 
pher’s were  favorable;  from  Berbrice  rather  the 
other  way.  From  St.  Lucia  they  were  very  bad; 
in  some  parts  of  that  island,  the  conduct  of  the 
negroes  was  so  alarming  that  detachments  of  troops 
were  sent  to  keep  them  in  order. 


The  latest  accounts  from  St.  Vincent’s,  down  to 
the  25th  of  August,  were  better.  The  efforts  of 
the  magistrates  to  prevail  on  the  laborers  to  work, 
had  been  partially  successful. 

At  Grenada  there  was  a good  deal  of  trouble  with 
the  laborers.  [Vein  York  Com.  Adv. 


THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  TEXAS. 

By  the  president  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  a convention  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  the  republic  of  Texas,  for  marking 
the  boundary  between  them,  was  concluded  and 
signed  at  Washington  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-eight,  which  convention  is  word 
for  word  as  follows: 

Convention  between  the  United  Stales  of  America  and 

the  republic  of  Texas,  for  marking  the  boundary 

between  them. 

Whereas  the  treaty  of  limit  made  and  concluded 
on  the  twelfth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight, 
between  the  United  States  of  America  on  the  one 
part,  and  the  United  Mexican  States  on  the  other,  is 
binding  upon  the  republic  of  Texas,  the  same  hav- 
ing been  entered  into  at  a lime  when  Texas  formed 
a part  of  the  said  United  Mexican  States. 

And  whereas  it  is  deemed  proper  and  expedient 
in  order  to  prevent  future  disputes  and  collisions  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  Texas  in  regard  to  the 
boundary  between  the  two  countries  as  designated 
by  the  said  treaty,  that  a portion  of  the  same  should 
he  run  and  marked  without  unnecessary  delay. 

The  president  of  f he  United  States  has  appointed 
John  Forsyth,  their  plenipotentiary,  and  the  presi- 
dent of  the  republic  of  Texas  lias  appointed  Meuiu- 
can  Hunt  its  plenipotentiary: 

And  the  said  plenipotentiaries  having  exchanged 
their  full  powers,  have  agreed  upon  and  concluded 
the  following  articles: 

Article  1.  Each  of  the  contracting  parties  shall 
appoint  a commissioner  and  surveyor,  who  shall 
meet  before  the  termination  of  twelve  months  from 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  convention, 
at  New  Orleans,  and  proceed  to  run  and  mark  that 
portion  of  the  said  boundary  which  extends  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Sabine,  where  that  river  enters  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  the  Red  river.  They  shall  make 
out  plans  and  keep  journals  of  their  proceedings,  and 
the  result  agreed  upon  by  them  shall  he  considered 
as  part  of  this  convention,  and  shall  have  the  same 
force  as  if  it  were  inserted  therein.  The  two  go- 
vernments will  amicably  agree  respecting  the  neces- 
sary articles  to  be  furnished  to  those  persons,  and 
also  as  to  their  respective  escorts,  should  such  be 
deemed  necessary. 

Art.  2.  And  it  is  agreed  that  until  this  line  shall 
be  marked  out,  as  is  provided  for  in  the  foregoing 
article,  each  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  con- 
tinue to  exercise  jurisdiction  in  all  territory  over 
which  its  jurisdiction  has  hitherto  been  exercised, 
and  that  the  remaining  portion  of  the  said  boundary 
line  shall  be  run  and  marked  at  such  time  hereafter 
as  may  suit  the  convenience  of  both  the  contracting 
parties,  until  which  time  each  of  the  said  parties 
shall  exercise  without  the  interference  of  the  oilier, 
within  the  territory  of  which  the  boundary  shall  not 
have  been  so  marked  and  run,  jurisdiction  to  the 
same  extent  to  which  it  lias  been  heretofore  usually 
exercised. 

Art.  3.  The  present  convention  shall  be  ratified, 
and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged,  at  Washing- 
ton within  the  term  of  six  months  from  the  date  here- 
of, or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  we,  the  respective  plenipo- 
tentiaries, have  signed  the  same,  and  have  hereunto 
affixed  our  respective  seals.  Done  at  Washington, 
this  twenty-fifth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 
in  the  sixty-second  year  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  in  the  third  of  that  of 
tile  republic  of  Texas. 

[l.  s.]  JOHN  FORSYTH, 

[l.  s.]  MEMUC'AN  HUNT. 

And  whereas  the  said  convention  has  been  duly 
ratified  on  both  parts,  and  the  respective  ratifications 
of  the  same  were  exchanged  at  Washington  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-eight,  by  Aaron  Vail,  acting  secretary  of 
state  of  the  United  States,  and  Anson  Jones,  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  on  the 
part  of  their  respective  governments. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I,  MARTIN 
"VAN  BUREN,  president  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  have  caused  the  said  convention  to  be 
made  public,  to  the  end  that  the  same  and  every 
clause  and  article  thereof,  may  be  observed  and  ful- 
filled with  good  faith  by  the  United  States  and  the 
citizens  thereof. 


In  witness  whereof  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  thirteenth 
day  of  October,  in  the  year  o(  our  Lord  one 
[l.  s.]  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and 
of  tlie  independence  of  the  United  States  the 
sixty-third. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

By  the  president: 

Aaron  Vail,  acting  secretary  of  state. 


NEWSPAPER  PATRONAGE. 

From  the  Mobile  Register  of  the  26ih  ult. 

W e know  not  what  has  come  over  this  commu- 
nity. Its  characteristic  is  anti-debt-paying.  Men 
have  gotten  so  fixedly'  into  the  habit  of  not  paying 
from  inability  to  do  so,  that  v\  hen  they  are  able,  they 
give  themselves  no  trouble  about  their  engagements. 
Our  experience  this  week  is  full  and  sad  proof  of  the 
assertion.  We  repeat  it,  not  in  a spirit  of  complaint, 
but  to  illustrate  the  existence  of  an  evil  of  which 
every  body  complains,  and  from  which  every  body 
suffers.  While  it  continues  to  exist,  it  is  in  vain  to 
look  for  confidence  or  credit.  Our  little  scrap  of 
history  is  as  follows: 

In  anticipation  of  a business  note  due  in  one  of 
the  banks  for  a few  hundred  dollars,  given  for  the 
paper  upon  which  our  news  is  printed,  and  thinking 
that  if  we  made  nothing  in  these  “hard  times,”  (the 
ready  excuse  in  every  man’s  mouth,  where  the}'  take 
interest  enough  to  give  an  excuse  at  all,)  we  should 
at  least  be  able  to  pay  our  expenses  contracted  for 
the  benefit  of  our  customers — with  this  reasonable 
expectation,  we  selected  about  $'1,000  of  accounts 
from  a large  lot  due  within  the  corporate  limits,  and 
placed  them  in  the  hands  of  one  collector  for  one 
whole  day,  and  in  the  hands  of  two  collectors  for  one 
whole  forenoon;  and  what  think  you,  gentle  reader, 
was  the  result?  How  much  do  you  suppose  were 
the  cash  proceeds  from  $1,000  of  our  best  debts? — 
Three  paper  dollars,  as  we  live. 

Here  is  a text  for  a moral  commentary,  upon  which 
a casuist  might  enlarge  to  the  pointing  out  of  the 
shocking  listlessness  of  public  feeling  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  debt-paying. 

We  do  not  complain  for  ourselves;  for  we  know, 
by  a direful  experience,  that  a printer  would  get 
about  as  much  sympathy  in  so  common  a calamity 
to  the  craft,  as  a landsman  on  a first  voyage  heaving 
his  breakfast  into  the  salt  sea.  We  look  upon  it  as 
a public  evil  injurious  to  society  at  large,  and  ren- 
dering it  impossible  for  those  really  desirous  to  meet 
their  pecuniary  engagements,  as  every  man  of  scru- 
pulous honesty  is,  to  do  so.  The  excuses  usually 
given  on  such  occasions  are  flimsy  enough: — “Call 
in  a few  days.”  “Come  to  my  office.”  “Leave  the 
account,  and  I will  look  into  it.”  “I  will  call  up 
and  pay.”  All  of  which,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten, 
are  were  words  of  course,  and  mean  that  the  indivi- 
dual wants  to  get  rid  of  a troublesome  dun  in  the 
shortest  way  possible.  Duns  are  certainly  confound- 
edly troublesome,  and  Heaven  knows  we  don’t  like 
dunning,  and  would  most  heartily  curtail  our  busi- 
ness one-half  to  render  dunning  for  the  balance  un- 
necessary. But  dunning  is  an  ugly  adjunct  to  a bad 
system — a system  called  credit,  but  which  means  any 
thing  else. 

Fortunately,  we  have  a small  parcel  of  good  cus- 
tomers who  expect  to  return  an  equivalent  for  the 
services  rendered  to,  and  the  cash  expended  lor, 
them — but  O how  small!  For  the  rest,  it  is  like 
casting  your  “bread  upon  the  waters,”  with  the  hope 
(the  hope  of  despair)  that  it  will  return  “after  many 
days.” 

But  we  repeat:  Wedon’t  complain.  O no — print- 
ers tiave  no  right  to  complain  that  their  accounts  are 
not  paid.  A patron  may  use  a printer  week  after 
week  for  a twelvemonth,  receive  the  fruits  of  his 
daily  toil,  put  him  to  tabor  and  expense,  and  if  a pa- 
per fails  lor  or.e  day  of  the  year,  or  an  advertisement 
is  accidentally  left  out,  he  must  with  Christian  meek- 
ness beai  the  censure  and  threats  of  a withdrawal 
of  patronage — he  must  be  the  public  donkey,  bear 
all  the  loads  of  abuse,  stripes  and  burdens  which  a 
merciless  master  may  put  upon  him,  and  when  he 
asks  for  the  consideration  of  his  services,  his  toils, 
mortifications  and  vexations  he  is  grinned  at  for  his 

impertinence.  “Who  the ever  pays  a printer?” 

says  one.  “I  never  pay  printers’  bills,”  says  ano- 
ther. “Call  again,”  echoes  a third — and  thus,  dri- 
ven from  pillar  to  post — getting  more  “kicks  than 
coppers” — he  finds,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  that  he 
has  to  work  for  notliing  and  find  himself. 


ATLANTIC  STEAM  NAVIGATION. 

From  the  National  Gazette. 

The  great  problem  has  been  solved.  The  prac- 
ticability of  the  navigation  of  the  Atlantic  by  steam 
has  been  incontestibly  established.  The  very  du- 
ration of  each  passage  has  been  almost  precisely 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— OCT.  20,  1838— SCENES  IN  CHARLESTON. 


119 


ascertained,  and  speculation,  with  little  variance, 
may  confidently  look  for  its  punctual  returns.  As 
facts  outweigh  all  argument,  and  one  result  is  just- 
ly more  valued  than  a volume  of  surmises,  I pro- 
pose to  give  a brief  statement — one  peculiarly  in- 
telligible to  a commercial  community,  for  it  speaks 
in  dollars  and  cents — of  the  expense  and  profit  at- 
tendant on  steam  packet  navigation.  Alluding  to 
the  Savannah  for  the  purpose  only  of  claiming  Col- 
our enterprising  countrymen  the  merit  of  priority, 
and  passing  by  the  Sirius  and  Royal  William,  from 
ignorance  of  their  respective  complement  and  ex- 
penditure, I will  proceed  to  give,  a3  nearly  as  from 
aata  in  possession  I can  calculate,  the  outlay  and 
receipts  of  the  Great  Western  for  the  last  four 
trips,  comprising  a period  of  ninety-two  days.  To 
this  I am  more  strongly  disposed,  by’  a belief  enter- 
tained from  the  first  and  now  beyond  doubt  con- 
firmed, that  the  reports  emanating  from  England, 
and  industriously  circulated  here,  respecting  the 
failure  of  the  negociation  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Liverpool  and  the  probable  cessation  of  intercourse 
by  steam,  were  designed  (and,  also!  too  successful,) 
to  deter  our  7nerchants  from  destroying  the  monopoly 
by  a lucrative  participation. 

It  is  a deep  conviction,  based  on  experience  and 
recently  strengthened  by  close  observation,  that  an 
American  steam-packet  of  large  dimensions,  com- 
manded byr  an  officer  in  whom  the  qualities  of  a 
seaman  and  an  acquaintance  with  machinery  are 
combined, — a mild  but  consistent  disciplinarian  for 
the  management  of  his  crew,  and  a gentleman  by 
education  and  manners  for  intercourse  with  his  pas- 
sengers;— such  a ship,  constructed  by  American 
mechanics,  manned  by  American  seamen,  with  our 
own  engineers,  and  a skillful  native  commander, 
equalling  in  expedition,  and  in  cleanliness  and  com- 
fort surpassing  all  now  afloat,  would  in  two  years 
drive  competition  from  the  ocean.  But  to  resume 
the  statement.  In  the  list  of  the  crew,  given  from 
recollection,  there  maybe  an  error;  but  if  so,  rather 
exceeding  than  falling  short  of  the  real  number. 
From  the  25th  June  to  the  25th  September,  a pe- 
riod of  ninety-two  days,  the  Great  Western  made 
four  trips  across  the  Atlantic — one  of  twelve  and  a 
half,  one  of  fifteen,  one  of  thirteen  and  a half,  and 
one  of  eighteen  day9 — in  all,  fifty-nine  days  at  sea. 
Cost  of  the  Great  Western,  including  hull,  spars, 
tackling,  sails,  machinery',  cabin  furniture,  &c. 
55,000/,  or  $276,750  00 

Estimate  of  expense  for  92  days. 

Ten  per  cent,  interest  on  cost  for  wear  and 
tear,  $6,997  83 

Pay  of  commander  at  $3000  per  annum,  756  00 

Pay  of  1st  mate  at  800  per  annum,  201  64 


Do.  2d  mate  at  600  " do. 
Do.  3d  mate  at  400  do. 

Do.  1st  engineer  at  1,500  do. 
Do.  2d  do.  at  1,000  do. 
Do.  3d  do.  at  1,000  do. 


151  23 
100  82 
373  OS 
252  00 
252  00 


Do.  12  firemen,  at  30  each  per  month,  1,088  88 


Do.  12  coal  heavers  at  20  do. 
Do.  10  seamen  at  15  do. 

Do.  15  ordinary  seamen  at  10  do. 

Fare  of  455  passengers  at  $1  each 
per  day,  for  59  days. 

Rations  for  61  persons,  including  5 
apprenliees,  at  20  cents  each  ra- 
tion, for  92  days, 

Coal  consumed,  averaged  from  24 
to  33  tons  per  day,  taking  an 
average  of  30  tons  per  day,  for 
59  days,  1,790  tons,  at  14s  ster- 
ling; or  3 dollars  79  cents, 


Cr. 

455  passengeis  at  an  average  of 
30  guineas  each,  allowing  the  odd 
five  guineas  for  children  and  ser- 
vants, 

22,000  letters  at  25  cents  each, 

400  tons  merchandize,  (100  tons 
each  trip,)  at  40s. 


72.5  00 
453  60 
453  60 

26,S45  00 


1,122  40 


6,784  10 


$46,573  60 


$69,478  50 
5,500  00 

3,880  00 


Proceeds  for  92  days, 
Expenses  for  92  days, 


78,85S  53 
46,573  06 


Profit  for  92  days,  $32,285  44 

Thus  clearing  at  the  rate  of  $ 129,000  per  annum, 
after  deducting  10  per  cent,  for  wear  and  tear! 
Well  made  machinery  will  last  50  years. 

. D The  pay  of  surgeon  and  purser  has  not  been 
included  in  this  calculation,  but  the  amount  is  un- 
important, and  will  little  vary  the  result. 

2.  The  port  charges  are  also  not  included,  but 
they  can  easily  be  ascertained  by  any  one  residin™ 
in  a city.  The  directors  of  the  Great  Western 
steam  ship  company  may  well  refuse  to  increase 
the  number  of  stockholders. 


3.  In  the  first  of  the  four  trips,  there  were  87 
passengers;  in  the  2d,  134;  3d,  91;  and  4th,  143- 
in  all  455.  Fulton. 

From  the  National  Gazette  of  yesterday. 

Our  correspondent  Fallon  desires  a correction  to 
be  made  in  his  communication  which  was  given  on 
Saturday.  The  number  of  days  of  the  aggregate 
trips  of  the  Great  Western  should  have  been  stated 
at  fifty  seven  and  a half  instead  of  fifty  nine.  This 
will  reduce  the  expenses  in  the  article  of  coal,  and 
the  table  for  passengers.  As  the  error  does  not 
lessen  the  favorable  view  which  Fulton  takes  of 
the  profits  of  steam  navigation,  but  does  the  con- 
trary, it  is  unnecessary  to  give  anew  his  estimate. 


THE  FRENCH  BLOCKADE. 

The  following  correspondence  has  been  handed  to 
the  editor  of  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer 
for  publication; 

New  York,  5th  Sept.  1S38. 

To  the  hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States: 

Sir:  Although  not  doubting  that  the  recent  block- 
ade by  French  vessels  of  war  of  the  eastern  ports 
of  Mexico  and  of  Buenos  Ayres,  have  already  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  the  executive,  and  produced 
its  prompt  and  appropriate  action,  the  chamber  of 
commerce  of  the  city  of  New  Y'ork  have  felt  it  their 
duty  from  the  large  amount  of  property  placed  in 
jeopardy  thereby,  to  respectfully  and  earnestly  urge 
the  adoption  by  the  government  of  such  further 
measures,  in  relation  thereto,  as  the  rights  and  in- 
terests of  the  country  may  require. 

Without  presuming  to  hazard  an  opinion  as  to  the 
legality  of  blockades  thus  instituted,  indefinite  in 
duration,  and  unsupported  even  by  the  rights  inci- 
dent to  a state  of  warfare,  the  chamber  do  insist  that 
the  comity  of  nations,  and  the  rights  and  interests 
of  friendly  powers,  forbade,  under  any  circumstances, 
the  adoption  of  a measure  so  doubtful  in  character, 
and  prejudicing,  so  materially,  the  lawful  commerce 
of  innocent  third  parties,  without  giving  to  them 
timely  notice  of  the  proposed  restriction. 

The  French  blockade  of  Mexican  ports  in  the 
Gulf,  has  however,  been  vigorously  enforced  against 
our  vessels,  sailing  from  ports  in  the  United  States 
prev  ious  to  the  receipt  in  this  country  of  its  declara- 
tion by  the  cruizers  of  France;  and  several  Ameri- 
can vessels,  with  valuable  cargoes,  thus  circum- 
stanced, have  been  obliged  to  return  to  the  United 
States. 

We  are  yet  to  learn  the  ruinous  effects  upon  our 
commerce  by  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Buenos 
Ayres;  and  also,  if  extended  thus  far — as  is  greatly 
to  be  feared — of  the  Mexican  ports  in  the  Pacific. — 
They  must  however,  be  materially  increased  by  their 
more  remote  situation,  and  by  the  want  of  suitable 
markets  in  the  neighboring  states.  The  chamber 
are  advised  of  several  vessels,  with  very  valuable 
cargoes,  (having  left  this  city  previous  to  any  sug- 
gestion of  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Mexico,) 
whose  cargoes  will  be  placed  in  jeopard}’,  and  whose 
voyages  will  be  ruined,  if  prevented  access  to  their 
ports  of  destination. 

The  chamber  of  commerce,  deferring  to  your  bet- 
ter knowledge  and  judgment  as  to  the  measures  most 
expedient  to  be  adopted,  for  a reclamation  of  losses 
from  the  government  of  France,  as  well  as  to  alle- 
viate the  derangement  and  interruption  which  our 
commerce  has  already  experienced,  and  is  further 
threatened  with,  will  feel  obliged  by  any  informa- 
tion which  the  department  may  think  proper  to  com- 
municate, as  to  the  extent  and  probable  duration  of 
the  blockade  of  the  Mexican  territory  and  of  the 
ports  of  Buenos  Ayres,  with  a view  of  enabling  the 
parties  interested,  to  give  more  advised  instructions 
to  their  agents  abroad,  in  the  embarrassing  situation 
in  which  they  have  been  placed. 

With  high  consideration  we  are, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

ROBERT  LENOX,  President, 
EDW’D.  A.  B.  GRAVES,  Sec'ry. 

(No.  3.)  Department  of  state, 

Washington,  6th  Oct.,  183S. 
Messrs.  Robert  Lenox,  president,  and  Edward 
B.  Graves,  secretary  of  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce of  the  city  of  New  York: 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  5th  ultimo,  though 
in  due  time  received  at,  this  department,  has  this 
long  remained  unanswered,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
the  president,  to  whom  it  had  been  referred  for  his 
consideration.  I am  now  instructed  to  state  to  you, 
that  aware  of  the  great  inconvenience  which  the  re- 
strictive measures  adopted  by  the  French  govern- 
ment in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  in  the  river  Platte 
would  occasion  to  our  commerce,  the  president  had 
immediately  ordered  the  adoption  of  all  measures 
which  circumstances  admitted,  for  the  protection  of 
the  interests  of  our  citizens  in  those  seas,  and  that 
every  exertion  has  hitherto  been,  and  still  continues  * 


to  be  made  which  may  contribute  to  diminish  the 
evils  arising  from  the  existing  slate  of  things.  No 
information  has  been  received  of  the  blockade  having 
been  extended  to  the  Mexican  ports  of  the  Pacific 
ocean,  and  it  is  taken  for  granted,  that  in  the  event 
of  such  a measure  being  resorted  to,  previous  notice 
of  the  intention  will  be  given  to  this  government. — 
This  department  is  equally  unapprised  of  the  proba- 
ble duration  of  the  existing  blockade;  but  from  the 
sensation  which  its  operation  appears  to  have  ex- 
cited throughout  the  commercial  W’orld.  and  the  ef- 
forts understood  to  be  made  towards  an  adjustment 
of  the  dispute  which  gave  rise  to  it,  the  hope  is  en- 
tertained that  it  cannot  be  much  longer  protracted. 

I have  the  honor,  gentlemen,  to  be,  with  great  re- 
spect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  A.  VAIL, 

Acting  secretary  oj  slate. 


SCENES  IN  CHARLESTON. 

The  following  extract  of  a letter  from  a true  son 
of  New  England,  for  a long  time  resident  in  Charles- 
ton, will  be  read  with  pleasure,  and  with  pain  too, 
by  all  who  can  sympathize  in  human  suffering,  arid 
all  who  can  appreciate  the  noblest  efforts  of  human 
benevolence.  It  is  dated 

“ Charleston,  Sept.  29,  1838. 

“I  have  been  all  alone  this  week,  except  my 
oldest  son,  we  did  not  think  my  clerk  would  live 
through  the  day,  but  a change  has  taken  place,  and 
strong  hopes  are  now  indulged  of  his  recovery. 
Yesterday  w'as  fast  day;  I went  to  the  city  terapo- 
ry  hospital;  forty-five  sick  were  in  it,  men  and 
women,  the  women  up  stairs  and  the  men  down. 
It  is  a shocking  sight  to  see  the  poor  creatures  all 
stretched  or,  cots  in  one  long  room,  writhing  under 
the  powerful  arm  of  this  fell  disease.  Some  have 
died  in  twenty-four  hours;  some  in  forty-eight; 
but  they  usually  die  the  sixth  or  seventh  day. — 
Among  them  are  Italians,  Irishmen,  Spaniards, 
Frenchmen,  Englishmen,  Germans,  &c.  as  well 
as  Americans.  Here  a poor  feiiow  from  some 
town  in  Massachusetts  or  Connecticut,  lying  next 
to  a swarthy  Spaniard,  or  a heavy  moulded  Dutch- 
man;  there  the  late  polite  and  agile  Frenchman 
or  Italian,  receiving  support,  sympathy,  and  all 
that  money,  science,  and  religious  consolation 
can  provide,  from  the  warm  and  noblehearted 
Carolinians.  As  a patient  convalesces,  he  is 
taken  next  door,  to  the  Medical  college,  where 
they  have  all  the  little  nice  restoratives  and  atten- 
tions they  require.  Bishop  England  (Catholic) 
has  a hospital  in  which  there  are  a good  many.  To 
realize  what  death  and  disease  are,  you  must  visit 
such  a place,  where  the  blood  is  oozing  in  streams 
from  the  mouths  of  some,  and  the  sheets  and  bed- 
ding saturated  with  it  as  it  flows  from  their  bodies, 
and  the  dreadful  metallic  smell  of  the  calomel,  that 
penetrates  your  very  brain;  and  the  strong  and 
weak  men  as  helpless  as  infants;  some  calling  on 
(heir  distant  friends  whom  they  never  will  see  more, 
crying  in  their  agony — this,  this  is  death.  This  is 
a sight  enough  to  melt  the  stoutest  heart. 

“Iain  almost  proud  that  my  children  were  born 
in  Carolina.  There  is  a nobie  spirit  of  humanity 
here  that  will  ever  make  them  proud,  and  most 
justly  so,  of'  their  native  state.  I do  not  believe 
there  is  a city  in  this  known  world  where  there  is 
more  practical  religion,  or  so  much  Samaritan-like 
conduct,  as  I find  here.  There  are  people  going 
about  all  day,  hunting  up  the  sick  and  destitute, 
pouring  oil  info  their  wounds.  In  our  very  small 
summer  population  (this  summer)  most  of  our 
richest  citizens  are  absent.  Notwithstanding  which, 
near  four  thousand  dollars  have  been  raised  ill  the 
different  churches  in  a single  Sabbath,  out  of  a 
white  population  not  near  so  large  as  your  own. 

“When  you  take  into  consideration  that  scarcely 
a citizen,  but  what  has  suffered  deeply  by  the  great 
fire,  and  has  also  been  taxed  and  taxed,  again  and 
again,  subscribing  for  the  poor  sufferers  by  the 
fire,  building  churches,  &c.,  and  that  rents  and 
living  have  increased  so  much,  and  all  to  transpire 
within  a few  months,  (and'besides,  at  this  season, 
too,  when  no  business  is  doing.)  and  then  for  them 
to  give  near  $4,000  for  the  poor,  sick,  and  destitute 
stranser,  is  noble  in  the  extreme,  besides  private 
donations  of  money,  food  and  clothing  to  a large 
amount.  I challenge,  most  fearlessly  challenge, 
the  universe  for  an  instance  of  superior  benevo- 
lence. Among  our  first  ladies  are  many  noble 
Episcopalians  and  Catholics,  who  go  hand  in  hand 
with  those  of  other  denominations.  While  some 
poor  being  is  throwing  up  the  black  vomit,  they 
are  calming  their  wounded  spirits  and  smoothing 
their  dying  pillow. 

“The  city  guard,  out  of  eighty  men,  has  already 
lost  twenty-six.  The  citadel  guard  has  lost  many. 
Four  or  five  English  captains  have  died,  and  a great 
many  American  seamen  and  officers.  These  prin- 
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cipally  die  in  the  Marine  hospital.  There  are  seven 
four-story  brick  stores  at  one  point  in  King  street 
where  a few  weeks  since  a hundred  men  were  em- 
ployed. For  ten  days  past  there  have  been  but  four 
or  five.  The  rest  have  gone  away,  have  died,  or 
are  sick.  It  is  the  gloomiest  time  I ever  saw  in 
Charleston.  Only  thirteen  passengers  have  come 
down  on  the  railroad  from  as  far  up  as  Branchville, 
Aikin,  and  Augusta,  for  four  weeks  past.  The 
few  passengers  who  come  here  from  the  north  are 
immediately  sent  off  in  extra  cars.  Almost  all 
who  were  subject  to  it  are  gone,  got  well,  or  have 
died.  A poor  Jew  arrived  from  New  York  a few 
days  ago,  and  died  with  the  lever  in  three  or  four 
days.  Several  others  have  met  the  same  fate 
in  a few  days  after  their  arrival.” 


DEATH  OF  COL.  FRANKLIN. 

From  the  York  ( Pa.)  Gazette. 

We  announce,  with  the  most  profound  regret,  the 
decease  of  our  townsman,  col.  Waller  S.  Franklin 
clerk  of  the  United  State's  house  of  representatives. 
He  died  in  Lancaster,  on  Thursday  last,  alter  an  ill- 
ness of  about  two  weeks.  He  left  his  home  in  Y'ork, 
abo  rt  three  weeks  back,  with  his  family,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  a brief  visit  to  his  friends  in  Lancas- 
ter. Very  soon  after  his  arrival  in  that  city,  he  had 
an  attack  of  bilious  fever — the  ablest  physicians 
were  immediately  called  to  his  aid,  and  lus  nume- 
rous and  anxious  friends  were  indefatigable  in  their 
attentions — but  that  mandate  had  gone  forth,  which 
friends,  however  numerous  and  devoted,  cannot  gain- 
say— the  angel  of  death  was  commissioned,  and  no 
human  power  could  prevent  the  accomplishment  ot 
his  work.  We  have  no  terms  to  express  our  deep 
grief  at  the  loss  of  col.  Franklin — we  had  the  plea- 
sure of  being  one  of  his  many  personal  friends — -we 
knew  bun  well,  and  that  knowledge  begat  in  us  the 
highest  respect  for  him  as  a man,  and  the  mod  de- 
voted attachment  to  him  as  a friend.  We  need  not 
speak  of  the  innumerable  excellent  qualities  of  the 
deceased — they  are  known  wherever  tie  was  known. 
We  need  not  eulogize  him.  The  anxiety  manifested 
by  all  our  citizens,  when  they  learned  his  illness  — 
their  anxious  solicitude  when  they  learned  that  he 
was  dangerously  ill— and  the  profound  sorrow  which 
sat  upon  their  faces  when  the  intelligence  of  his 
death  reached  our  town,  constitute  his  best  eulogy, 
and  utter  it  most  eloquently.  Few  men,  in  dying, 
leave  behind  them  a greater  number  ol  sincere 
mourners  than  has  the  object  of  this  notice— and 
few  die  so  worthy  of  the  tears  that  fall  upon  their 
graves. 

Peace  to  the  ashes  of  Walter  S.  Franklin. 

TRIBUTES  OF  RESPECT  THE  YORK  BAR. 

York , Friday  evening,  Sept.  21, 1838. 

At  a meeting  of  the  members  of  the  York  bar, 
held  this  evening,  John  Gardner,  esq.  announced 
the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death  of  one  of 
its  late  members,  Walter  S.  Franklin,  esq.  which 
took  place,  yesterday,  at  Lancaster. 

Charles  A.  Barnitz,  esq.  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  John  G.  Campbell,  esq.  appointed  secretary. 

The  meeting  being  thus  organised,  John  Evans, 
John  Gardner,  William  H.  Kurtz,  and  Thomas  1. 
Walsh,  esquires,  were  appointed  a committee  to  draw 
up  a preamble  and  resolutions,  expressive  of  the 
feelings  of  the  meeting,  who  reported  the  following: 

Whereas,  we  have  received  the  afflicting  and  sor- 
rowful intelligence  of  the  death  of  one  of  our  late 
members,  Walter  S.  Franklin,  esq.  who  but  a few 
day3  since  was  with  us,  in  all  the  glow  and  vigor  of 
health,  dispensing  around  us  the  warm  and  generous 
emotions  of  every  social  virtue,  and  fulfilling  in 
every  way,  the  orlices  offriend,  townsman,  colleague, 
and  neighbor;  and  deeply  and  sincerely  regretting 
his  loss,  we,  so  far  as  public  and  private  testimony 
can  go  to  express  our  sorrow,  have  therefore 

Resolved,  To  offer  our  condolence  to  the  widow 
and  orphans  whom  he  has  left  behind,  and  tender 
them  whatever  consolation  our  sympathies  in  their 
grief  can  atiord. 

Resolved,  That  as  a mark  of  our  respect  for  the 
deceased,  we  wear  mourning  on  the  left  arm  for  the 
space  of  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary,  and  a copy  of 
the  same  be  sent  to  the  widow  and  friends  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

Resolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  published  in 
the  York  and  Washington  papers. 

On  motion  of  Sayniel  M.  Barnitz,  esq., 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  preamble  and 
resolutions  be  adopted. 

CHARLES  A.  BARNITZ,  Chairman. 

John  G.  Campbell,  Secretary. 

THE  LANCASTER  BAR. 

At  a meeting  of  the  bench  and  bar  of  Lancaster 
county,  convened  at  the  court-house  in  the  city  of 


Lancaster,  in  consequence  of  the  decease  of  Walter 
S.  Franklin,  esq.  on  the  21st  day  of  September,  A. 
D.  1838, 

On  motion  of  B.  Champneys,  esq.  seconded  bjT 
Win.  Jenkins,  esq  , 

The  Hon.  James  Buchanan  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  H.  G.  Long,  esq.  appointed  secretary. 

Mr.  Champneys,  having  alluded  in  appropriate 
terms  to  the  high  character  and  virtues  of  the  de- 
ceased, moved  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
seconded  by  Mr.  Montgomery,  and  unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  has  heard  with  deep 
sorrow  and  regret,  of  the  decease  of  Walter  S. 
Franklin,  esq.  one  of  their  professional  brethren; 
and,  although  separated  from  professional  intercourse 
with  him,  in  consequence  of  his  public  duties  in  the 
senate  of  this  state,  and  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  Slates,  yet  his  noble,  generous 
and  inestimable  qualities  have  left  an  enduring  im- 
pression upon  their  affections,  and  they  will  ever 
cherish  the  memory  of  his  virtues  with  the  warmest 
regard. 

Resolved,  That,  as  an  evidence  of  the  high  sense 
we  entertain  of  his  talents,  private  worth  and 
elevated  character,  we  will  attend  his  funeral  in  a 
body,  and  wear  the  badge  of  mourning  for  thirty 
days. 

Resolved,  That  the  hon.  James  Buchanan,  Ben- 
jamin Champneys,  Amos  Ellmaker,  John  R.  Mont- 
gomery, and  H.  G.  Long,  enquires,  be  a committee 
to  communicate  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  these 
resolutions,  arid  to  express  to  them  our  sympathies 
for  their  great  and  melancholy  bereavement. 

JAMES  BUCHANAN,  Chairman. 

II.  G.  Long,  Secretary. 


THREATENED  INDIAN  HOSTILITIES  ON 
THE  SOUTHWESTERN  FRONTIER. 
From  the  Little  Rock  {Ark.)  Gazette  of  llie  1 8th  vlt. 

We  heard,  some  weeks  since,  that  considerable 
alarm  lias  been  excited,  on  the  south  side  of  Red 
river,  (in  Texas,)  inconsequence  of  its  being  ascer- 
tained that  the  Mexican  government  were  sending 
emissaries  among  t lie  southwestern  Indian  tribes, 
for  tile  purpose  of  engaging  them  m a league  to  mas- 
sacre or  drive  all  the  while  inhabitants  from  that 
section  of  Texas,  and  that  one  of  those  emissaries 
(a  Mexican  officer)  had  been  shot  by  a friendly 
Mexican,  and  his  sword,  epaulette,  journal,  and 
other  papers,  with  his  mule  and  trappings,  carried  to 
the  nearest  friendly  post — all  which  information,  to- 
gether with  a copy  of  the  journal,  had  been  sent  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Towson — but  we  felt 
some  scruples  about  noticing  the  report  until  re- 
ceived in  a more  tangible  shape.  We  now  learn, 
however,  by  an  officer  of  the  army,  direct  from  Fort 
Gibson,  that  the  same  information  and  journal  had 
been  received,  by  express,  by  general  Arbuckle, 
commanding  that  post,  who  considered  it  of  so  much 
importance  that  he  immediately  ordered  two  com- 
panies of  dragoons,  under  the  command  of  captain 
Trenor,  to  Fort  Towson,  where  they  will  act  as 
circumstances  may  require. 

We  also  learn,  by  a gentleman  from  Hampstead 
county,  that  several  families  residing  soulh  of  Red 
liver,  have  been  so  much  alarmed  by  the  report  that 
they  have  removed  across  the  river  into  this  state, 
and  that  considerable  alarm  still  existed  in  most  ot 
the  settlements  south  of  the  river. 

These  reports  being  corroborated  from  so  many 
different  and  respectable  sources,  leave  us  no  room 
to  doubt  that  a deep  laid  plan  has  been  formed  by 
the  Mexican  government  to  rid  the  Texian  country 
of  all  its  white  inhabitants,  by  employing  the  neigh- 
boring Indian  tribes  to  aid  in  driving  them  oil,  or 
massacreing  them;  the  bounty  offered  being  a divi- 
sion of  all  the  country,  they  may  succeed  in  depopu- 
laling,  together  with  the  effects  and  property  of  the 
inhabitants  among  the  captives. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  we  have  been  fa- 
vored with  the  perusal  of  a letter  from  general  Ar- 
buckle, addressed  to  the  governor  of  this  state, 
together  with  a copy  of  the  journal  of  the  Mexican 
officer  alluded  to  above,  and  two  letters  from  Texas, 
one-of  which  is  from  Dr.  A.  G.  Wright,  (who  trans- 
lated-the  journal,)  dated  at  Lima,  on  Red  liver,  25 
miles  east  of  the  Fausse  Washita,  21st  August  last, 
and  the  other  from  a Mr.  J.  W.  Green,  written  about 
the  same  time;  both  detailing  some  ol  the  operations 
of  the  hostile  party,  and  their  reasons  for  apprehend- 
ing a general  war  in  that  quarter. 

We  publish  below  the  letter  of  general  Arbuckle, 
in  which  it  will  be  seen  that  capt.  Collins,  who  has 
charge  of  the  ordnance  stores  at  this  place,  has  been 
ordered  to  furnish  such  munitions  of  war  as  may  be 
required  for  the  use  of  our  militia. 

Our  limits  only  permit  us  to  make  the  following 
extracts  from  the  other  letters: 

Dr.  Wright  says:  “There  is,  at  this  time,  on  the 
head  waters  of  the  Trinity,  and  west  of  it,  and  on 


the  Sabine,  both  north  and  south,  various  tribes  of 
Indians  and  Mexican  officers  prepared  for  battle, 
and  may  be  are  now  committing  hostilities.  The 
De.lawares  are  now  crossing,  it  is  believed,  to  join 
• he  other  tribes.  Mexico  has  had  her  officers,  since 
May  last,  in  actual  service,  buving  over  the  Indians 
both  in  Texas  and  the  United  States,  and  they  have 
succeeded.  Numbers  of  Cherokees  have  passed 
across  Red  river,  and  have  formed  a rendezvous  at 
the  Cherokee  town  on  the  Sabine.  You  may  look 
for  one  blow  to  be  struck  that  will  lay  waste  our 
country  from  Nacogdoches  to  Fort  Gibson,  unless 
an  army  be  ia  readiness  on  our  frontier  imme- 
diately.” 

The  Mexican  officer,  he  says,  was  killed  by  a 
young  man  whom  he  had  employed  as  a pilot  and 
interpreter.  At  the  close  of  his  letter  he  adds  a 
note  to  the  following  effect: 

That  he  had  just  received  a letter,  in  Spanish, 
from  gen.  Felisolo,  the  commandant  of  the  Mexican 
forces,  in  which  he  orders  his  officers  to  offer  the 
entire  country  to  the  Indians,  and  those  who  partake 
in  the  war,  and  all  goods,  chattels,  &.C.,  taken,  to  be 
held  in  reserve,  and  placed  in  deposit,  to  be  equally 
distributed  at  the  close  of  the  war;  that  no  time  is 
to  be  lost  in  establishing  posts  to  facilitate  communi- 
cations to  him,  to  enable  him  to  send  double  forces 
to  the  weakest  points;  to  slop  at  nothing,  to  make  one 
general  rush,  and  conclude  the  war  at  a blow,  he 
does  not  care  in  ichat  way;  and  to  reserve  the  fami- 
lies and  children  as  hostages  for  the  government  to 
dispose  of  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Green  urges,  in  his  letter,  that  every  man 
who  can  be  mustered  he  despatched  immediately  to 
the  frontier  to  meet  the  Indians.  He  says  “we 
have  direct  information  that  capt.  Farmer  ami  thirty 
of  his  men  have  been  killed  on  the  Sabine,  by  the 
Indians,  within  the  last  three  days.  Blundless’, 
Lewis’,  and  several  other  plantations,  have  been 
sacked,  and  their  places  surrounded,  since  Saturday, 
by  hostile  Indians.  The  road  is  completely  lined 
w'itli  wagons  for  the  lower  prairies.” 

The  journal  of  the  Mexican  officer  is  a brief  me- 
moranda of  every  day’s  proceedings,  from  the  29th 
May  to  the  12th  August  last,  noting  the  different 
tribes  he  visited,  their  feelings  and  decisions  on  his 
propositions  lor  them  to  join  him,  &c.,  and  leaving 
no  doubt  of  the  errand  he  was  on,  and  ttiat  he  found 
but  little  difficulty  in  persuading  the  Indians  to  ac- 
cept his  invitation  to  wage  a war  of  extermination 
of  the  people  ofTexas. 

It  does  not  appear,  from  any  of  these  papers,  that 
there  is  any  intention  to  commence  hostilities  against 
the  people  ol  this  state;  hut  that  would  follow  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  if  they  prove  successful 
against  the  Texians.  We  are  glad  that  general 
Arbuckle  has  acted  with  such  promptitude  in  des- 
patching a portion  of  his  command  to  Red  river, 
where  they  may  have  it  in  their  power  to  render 
essential  service  in  protecting  that  liontier  from  en- 
croachment, and  where  also  they  may  be  employed 
in  preventing  any  of  the  Indian  tribes  residing  north 
of  Red  river  from  joining  those  south  of  that  river, 
in  waging  war  on  the  citizens  of  Texas.  We  pre- 
sume the  governor  will  take  the  necessary  steps 
for  having  our  militia  organized  and  in  readiness 
to  march  to  the  post  of  danger,  in  the  event  of  their 
services  being  required;  but  our  own  impression  is 
that  they  will  not  be  required.  The  plans  of  the 
Mexicans,  we  think,  have  been  developed  sooner 
than  they  intended,  and  when  they  find  the  Texians 
prepared  for  them,  we  doubt  not  that  they  will 
abandon  their  project,  and  withdraw,  at  least  for  a 
time,  within  their  own  limits. 

Head  quarters,  2d  department  western  division, 
Fort  Gibson,  Sept.  5,  1838. 

To  his  excellency  Samuel  C.  Roane,  acting  governor 

of  Arkansas. 

Sir:*I  herewith  transmit  for  your  information, 
and  that  of  the  people  of  Arkansas,  the  enclosed 
journal  of  a Mexican  officer,  and  two  letters  in  re- 
lation to  the  war  in  Texas,  which  were  forwarded 
to  this  post  by  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort 
Towson.  Intelligence  was  received  by  this  night’s 
mail  from  Fort  Jesup,  which  proves,  beyond  a doubt, 
that  a war  has  actually  commenced  in  that  country. 
This  information  is  given,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Arkansas  may  be  on  the  alert  and  ready  for  action; 
yet  it  Is  hoped  that  our  frontier  will  be  respected. 
Instructions  have  been  given  to  captain  Collins, 
of  the  ordnance  office  at  Little  Rock,  to  furnish  you 
with  such  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  as  you 
may  require,  for  the  use  of  the  militia  of  Arkansas, 
should  it  be  necessary  for  the  inhabitants  on  the 
southern  border  of  your  state  to  embody  for  their 
defence,  which  will  probably  be  required  before  a 
suitable  regular  force  can  be  -assembled  in  that 
quarter. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ARBUCKLE, 

Bv'l.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A. 
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CASE  OF  HENDERSON. 

We  omitted  to  state  that,  in  the  case  of  John  13. 
Henderson,  who  was  tried  during  the  last  month 
before  the  criminal  court  of  Washington  for  forging 
treasury  notes  of  the  United  States — a notice  ot 
which  lias  been  heretofore  published  in  the 
“Register” — the  court  overruled  all  the  objec- 
tions of  his  legal  counsel,  and  sustained  the  indict- 
ment. The  prisoner  was  then  found  guilty,  and 
sentenced  to  pay  a fins  of  fifty  dollars,  and  to  suf- 
fer ten  years’  imprisonment,  at  hard  labor,  in  the 
penitentiary. 

The  following  are  the  points  made  by  the  de- 
fendant’s counsel  : 

1st.  That  the  act  of  congress  indicting  a punish- 
ment on  persons  counterfeiting  treasury  notes  was 
unconstitutional,  and  that  this  criminal  power  was 
not  embraced  under  the  power  to  punish  the  coun- 
terfeiting the  “coin  or  securities  of  the  United 
States.” 

2d.  That  the  papers  alleged  to  be  forgeries  of 
treasury  notes  are  not  similar  to  the  treasury  notes 
required  by  law,  and  do  not  purport  to  be  such,  in- 
asmuch as  the  forged  papers  do  not  purport  to  be 
signed  by  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  (Mr. 
Campbell,)  but  by  W.  13.  Randolph,  acting  trea- 
surer. 

3d.  That,  under  the  act  of  1333,  authorizing  the 
issue  of  treasury  notes,  they  are  required  to  be 
signed  by  tile  treasurer,  and  that  duty  cannot  be 
delegated  to  any  otiier  person. 

4th.  ‘I'hat  the  indictments  are  vicious,  and  bad 
lor  uncertainty,  &c. 

Mr.  Addison  commenced  the  argument  for  the 
United  Slates  this  morning,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Brent. 
Mr.  A.  commented  with  much  ingenuity  on  the 
several  points  taken  by  the  counsel  lor  the  prisoner. 

Tile  district  attorney  followed  Mr.  Addison,  and 
commenced  his  reply  with  a handsome  compliment 
to  the  zeal  and  ingenuity  manifested  by  the  priso- 
ner’s counsel. 

Mr.  Addison  and  the  district  attorney  contended, 
with  many  references  to  legal  authorities  and  pre- 
dedents, 

1st.  That  these  notes  were  “securities”  of  the 
United  States,  and  therefore  that  the  forgery  of 
them  was  indictable;  and  if  they  be  not  “ securi- 
ties ” within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution,  yet 
the  po  wer  to  punish  the  forgery  of  them  is  a neces- 
sary inference  from  the  power  to  make  them,  and 
the  power  in  the  government  to  protect  itself. 

2d.  That  the  signing  by  the  acting  treasurer 
instead  of  the  treasurer  is  not  fatal,  for,  by  a law  of 
congress,  the  president  has  the  power  to  appoint  a 
temporary  treasurer,  who  shall  do  all  the  duties  of 
the  treasurer  iu  his  absence,  and  who  is  the  actual 
treasurer  for  the  time  being. 

3d.  That  the  notes  in  question,  if  they  are  not 
such  as  the  act  of  congress  of  1337  contemplates, 
are  such  as  are  punishable  by  the  penitentiary  act  of 
1332;  for  they  are  forgeries  of  the  “notes  of  a body 
politic.” 

4th . That  the  multiplicity  of  charges,  as  alleged 
to  be  in  the  indictment,  dues  not  invalidate  it,  but 
is  warranted  by  tile  principles  and  usages  of  law. 

5th.  That  the  prisoner  was  properly  indicted  for 
each  note  he  forged  ; for  the  counterfeiting  several 
notes  is  not  one,  but  divers  offences. 

The  district  attorney  (Mr.  F.  S.  Key,)  conclu- 
ded his  argument  about  1 o’clock,  after  speaking 
about  two  hours. 

Mr.  VV.  L.  Brent  followed  Mr.  Key,  and  contin- 
ued addressing  the  court  in  a powerful  argument, 
contending  mainly  that  the  notes  in  question,  not 
having  been  sigued  by  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  but  by  an  acting  treasurer,  which  was  an 
illegal  act,  it  was  not  a criminal  offence  to  coun- 
terfeit them. 

Mr.  Brent  concluded  his  address  to  the  court 
about  a quarter  past  3 o’clock,  when 

Mr.  Key  odered  a few  remarks  in  reference  to 
tbs  existing  law  and  practice  of  magistrates  in  the 
takingof  criminal  informations.  Mr.  Brent  having 
insisted  that  the  law  required  that  all  criminal  in- 
formations laid  before  a magistrate  should  be  re- 
duced to  writing  and  signed  by  the  parties  making 
them,  the  learned  council  quoting,  in  support  of  his 
opinion,  a passage  from  ‘ Burns’  Justice’  and  other 
authorities. 


HR.  CALHOUN  S LETTER  TO  THE  COMMITTEE.  I 

Fort  Hill,  Sept.  6,  1338. 

Gentlemen:  I have  been  honored  by  your  note 
of  the  27th  of  August,  inviting  me  to  participate  in 
a dinner  to  be  given  to  your  senators  and  the  mem- 
bers of  your  delegation  in  congress,  who  have  con- 
curred with  them,  on  the  great  ar:d  agitating  ques- 
tion of  the  day. 

The  great  distance  and  my  engagements  compel 
me  reluctantly  to  decline  your  kind  and  Mattering 
invitation. 

ft  is  difficult  to  over-estimate  the  importance  of 
the  great  measure,  which  now  engrosses  the  public 
attention;  and  those  who  would  hold  it  up,  as  a 
question  of  small  magnitude,  while  they  denounce 
it  and  all  who  support  it,  in  the  most  unmeasured  and 
bitter  terms,  act  neither  sincerely  nor  honestly.  In 
whatever  light  it  may  be  viewed,  it  is  a question  of 
tlie  first  magnitude;  even  more  so  in  its  political  and 
moral  bearings,  than  its  fiscal  and  commercial — the 
light  in  which  it  has  been  principally  regarded.  I 
feel  that  I hazard  nothing  in  asserting,  that  the  bank- 
ing system,  through  its  connection  with  the  govern- 
ment, is  effecting,  and  if  not  arrested,  wili  elfect  one 
of  tlie  greatest  revolutions  in  the  political  and  moral 
condition  of  the  world  of  which  history  has  left 
any  record;  and,  let  me  add,  one  of  the  most  perni- 
cious. If  permitted  to  progress,  it  will  elevate  tlie 
moral  power  above  all  oihers — above  thrones  and 
principalities,  laws  and  constitutions.  It  has  already 
acquired  in  our  country  an  almost  unlimited  control 
over  tlie  fortunes  of  individuals  and  the  business  of 
tlie  community.  By  granting,  or  withholding  (avors; 
by  expanding  or  contracting  the  currency,  fortunes 
are  made,  or  lost,  amt  tlie  whole  business  of  the 
community,  through  eveiy  channel  of  industry,  is 
made  to  prosper,  or  decay.  Neither  good  nor  bad 
seasons — neither  the  smiles  nor  frowns  o(  Provi- 
dence, exercise  a more  controlling  influence  for  good 
or  evil,  over  tlie  fortunes  of  individuals,  or  the  Com 
inanity.  It  is  in  vain,  that  the  bounty  of  Heaven 
shall  bless  the  land  with  seasons  of  plenty  and 
health,  a sudden  contraction,  or  a suspension  of  pay- 
ment, spreads  ruin  and  desolation  around,  and 
plunges  into  poverty  thousands,  who  but  a moment 
before,  believed  themselves  to  be  independent,  and 
in  affluent  circumstances. 

Na  one,  who  has  observed  tlie  operations  of  tlie 
last  twenty  year's,  can  doubt  the  truth  of  this  picture, 
and  that  tlie  power,  as  great  as  it  now  is,  has  reached 


of  the  United  States,  at  Yanceyville,  on  the  2Sth 
instant,  readied  me  at  this  place  on  t he  day  belore 
yesterday.  I avail  myself  oi  tlie  first  mail  lo  reply, 
apprehensive  that  iny  answer  may  not  reach  you 
in  time. 

It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  I must  decline 
availing  myself  of  your  invitation,  on  account  of 
the  interference  of  professional  claims.  My  grati- 
tude is,  however,  as  warm,  and  my  wishes  no  less 
sincere,  t hat  your  convivial  meeting  may  be  pro- 
ductive of  good,  not  only  to  yourselves,  but  to  our 
country. 

in  times  like  the  present,  when  parly  rancor 
spares  nothing  to  prostrate  every  man  whom  for- 
tune may  have  placed  in  tlie  public  service;  when 
motives  and  conduct  alike  are  misunderstood  or 
misrepresented;  any  expression  of  kindness  is  felt 
like  balm  upon  an  irritated  wound;  and  but  lor  oc- 
casional encouragement  of  I h at  or  a like  kind,  there 
are  very  few  public  servants  whose  strength  would 
prove  sufficient  to  sustain  the  burdens  daily  laid 
upon  them.  Nothing  more  need  be  said  to  express 
how  fully  your  invitation  is  appreciated. 

Some  of  those  who  differ  with  us  in  politics,  are 
strangely  wanting  in  charity  or  in  sincerity,  in  the 
wholesale  denunciations  which  they  make  against 
us  as  a parly.  In  the  former,  if  they  believe  us  as 
bad  as  they  represent  us,  and  in  the  latter  if  not  so 
believing  they  so  declare.  I am  sorry  that  in  some 
instances  tlie  example  set  us  on  the  other  side  lias 
been  followed  by  some  on  ours;  and  I could  most 
sincerely  wish  that  malevolence  too  frequently  ex- 
hibited on  their  part  had  been  oftener  met  and  re- 
buked by  dignified  forbearance  on  ours.  Every 
man  of  sense  and  observation  must  have  seen  and 
felt  Ihe  effect  of  political  difference  in  magnifying 
the  faults  and  concealing  the  merits  of  those  op- 
posed to  us;  and  thus  seeing  and  feeling,  every  good 
man  ought  studiously  to  guard  himself  against  such 
influence.  Passion  never  yet  aided  in  the  ascer- 
tainment of  truth,  and  if  we  are  sincere  in  our  pro- 
fessions of  patriotism,  we  cannot  fail  to  perceive 
that  what  is  best  for  country,  can  be  much  more 
speedily  and  surely  ascertained  by  ealm  discussion 
of  facts  and  principles,  than  by  mutual  impassioned 
denunciations  of  individuals.  I doubt  not  that  a 
large  majority  of  all  parties  are  sincere  in  their 
professions  of  patriotism — and  all  that  is  wanting, 
in  my  opinion,  to  produce  more  unanimity  among 
our  citizens  in  their  political  views,  is  to  depose 


tlie  maximum  of  its  increase.  Now  I would  ask,  is,  passion  from  the  throne  of  reason  which  she  has  so 


LETTERS  FROM  MESSRS.  CALHOUN,  OF 
S.  C.,  AND  STRANGE,  OF  N.  C. 

Tlie  following  letters  were  addressed  bv  Messrs. 
Calhoun  and  Strange  to  the  committee  to  which  was 
confided  the  arrangement  ot  the  dinner  given  at 
Yanceyville,  N.  C.  on  tlie  23tli  ultimo,  to  Hie  sena- 
tors and  members  ol  the  delegation  in  congress  who 
supported  the  sub-treasury  bill. 


there  a man  so  blind,  as  not  to  see  the  debasing  con- 
sequences which  must  follow,  morally  and  politically, 
by  th us  elevating  ttie  money  above  all  other  powers 
in  the  state,  and  giving  it  such  overwhelming  con- 
trol? Can  it  be  done,  without  debasing  that  noble 
and  independent  spirit,  which  created  our  free  in- 
stitutions, and  without  which  it  is  impossible  to 
maintain  them?  Can  it  be  done,  without  spreading 
over  tile  land  one  all  absorbing  spirit  of  gain,  which 
shall  extinguish  ail  tlie  more  elevated  feelings  of  our 
nature,  and  raise  him,  who  may  dispense  the  favors 
of  banks,  in  public  estimation,  over  the  philosopher, 
the  statesman,  the  divine,  the  patriot,  tlie  warrior, 
or  those  engaged  in  the  active  and  productive  pur- 
suits of  society?  Can  this  be  done  without  inverting 
tlie  order  of  tlie  inotal  world,  and  bringing  down,  in 
tlie  end,  on  tlie  people  who  may  have  tlie  folly  and 
tlie  weakness  to  permit  it,  unheard  of  calamities? 

To  guard  against  these,  it  is  dear  that  something 
must  be  done  to  prevent  mere  private  corporations 
from  exercising  such  unlimited  control  over  tlie  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  and  through  it,  the  fortunes 
of  individuals  and  the  community.  To  elfect  this  I 
can  imagine  no  measure  more  simple,  effectual,  and 
practicable,  than  the  entire  and  final  divorce  of  the 
unholy  and  unconstitutional  connection  between  go- 
vernment and  bank — “tlie  great  measure  of  deliver- 
ance am)  liberty,”  as  happily  expressed  by  the  able 
and  patriotic  statesman  (gen.  Gordon)  who  will 
have  Ihe  lasting  honor  of  having  first  proposed  it  in 
congress.  Tiiis  once  adopted,  the  whole  system  may 
be  gradually  and  safely  reformed,  as  experience  and 
reflection  may  point  out,  and  tlie  country  saved  from 
unnumbered  woes. 

Permit  me  in  conclusion  to  ofler  the  following  sen- 
timent: 

The  great  and  leading  measure  of  the  agt;  It  rests 
upon  tlie  imperishable  foundation  of  ‘truth,  and 
though  it  may  be  defeated  at  first,  its  final  triumph, 
if  supported  with  energy  and  perseverance,  is  cer- 
tain. With  great  respect,  I am,  &c. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Calvin  Graves,  esq.  and  others  of  the  committee. 

MR.  STRANGE’S  LETTER  TO  THE  COMMITTEE. 

Wadesboroxtgh,  Sept.  18,  1833. 

Gentlemen:  Your  polite  and  kind  invitation  to 
partake  of  a public  dinner  to  be  given  by  a portion 


boldly  and  impiously  usurped.  But  while  personal 
charily  should  he  scrupulously  observed,  and  pas- 
sion, invective,  and  denunciation  carefully  avoided, 
there  should  be  no  compromise  of  principle;  truth 
should  be  sought  for  with  diligence,  and  when 
found,  firmly  maintained.  I expect  as  little  defe- 
rence for  my  opinions  as  any  man.  Such  as  Ihey 
are,  I have  endeavored  on  all  occasions  to  express 
them  frankly  and  fearlessly.  If  I tiave  not  done  so 
with  ability,  I can  with  confidence  appeal  to  Hea- 
ven and  my  own  conscience,  that  I have  done  so  at 
least  in  most  unfeigned  sincerity.  Whether  the 
opinions  so  expressed  by  me  on  the  great  question 
more  immediately  agitating  the  country  meet  the 
concurrence  of  a majority  of  the  citizens  of  the 
state  which  I have  tlie  honor  in  part  to  represent, 
is,  I confess,  reduced  in  my  mind  to  a matter  of 
much  doubt.  I do  not  feel  the  confidence  that  I 
felt  a few  weeks  since,  that  a majority  is  with  me; 
yet  I feel  very  far  from  being  convinced  that  a ma- 
jority is  against  me.  This  last,  I am  well  aware, 
would  appear  to  some  a startling  declaration. 
Those  who  believe  me  wrong  in  my  views,  and 
therefore  feel  a very  natural  desire  that  others 
should  think  so  too,  are  thoroughly  convinced  that 
Ihe  majority  is  against  me,  and  would  no  doubt 
wonder  that  the  same  facts  which  have,  as  they 
imagine,  led  them  to  this  conclusion,  have  not 
wrought  the  same  convictions  upon  me,  and  would, 
perhaps,  be  so  uncharitable  as  to  pronounce  mv  in- 
credulity feigned.  Of  such  I would  ask,  does  the 
evidence  which  satisfies  the  Roman  Catholic  of  the 
real  presence  iu  the  Eucharist,  produce  that  con- 
viction upon  their  minds?  Or  do  t hey  believe  with 
tlie  Mussulman,  not  only  that  there  is  one  God,  hut 
that  Mahomet  is  his  prophet?  Even  honest  men 
see  things  differently  according  to  tlie  liglils  in 
which  they  view  them;  and  no  man  can  claim  en- 
tire exemption  from  the  misleading  influences  of 
prejudice.  But  whether  so  fortunate  as  lo  have 
ihe  concurrence  of  a majority  or  not,  my  public 
course  has  been  dictated  by  the  deepest  conviction 
that  it  was  the  course  most  consistent  with  the  in- 
stitutions and  welfare  of  our  country.  Very  many, 
I know,  think  upon  almost  every  political  question 
precisely  the  reverse  of  what  I do,  and  ) deeply 
regret  that  those  thus  thinking  are  so  numerous. 
But  while  I respect  their  opinions  and  feel  from 
of  the  republican  party  of  the  county  of  Caswell  to  j their  opposition  a modest  diffidence  of  the  correct- 
their  senators  and  representatives  in  the  congress  | ness  of  my  own,  yet,  as  a moral  agent,  I am  bound 
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to  yield  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  truth  as  I am 
able  to  collect  these  from  the  sources  with  which 
Heaven  has  furnished  me:  and  I have  not  as  yet 
seen  nor  heard  any  thing  convincing  me  of  error. 
Violent  denunciations  both  of  principles  and  men, 
it  is  true,  are  constantly  ringing  in  my  ears  and  dis- 
turbing the  steady  action  of  reason,  but  you  will 
never  convince  a man  who  intends  to  do  rigid  that 
he  is  in  error  by  asserting  in  his  hearing  that  he 
and  all  who  act  with  him  are  knaves  or  fools.  The 
people  of  North  Carolina  have  laid  me  under  obli- 
gations I can  never  discharge  by  the  confidence 
they  have  reposed  in  me— whether  I merited  that 
confidence  they  were  and  are  the  judges.  Interest, 
no  less  than  inclination,  prompted  me  to  every  ex- 
ertion so  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  high  station  in 
which  they  have  placed  me  as  to  have  not  only 
their  approbation,  but  that  of  impartial  posterity. 
I do  not  claim  for  myself  any  gifts  of  nature  or  of 
art  which  can  attract  to  me  present  attention  or  the 
notice  of  posterity;  but  the  people  of  North  Caro- 
lina have  placed  me  where  my  position  interweaves 
a portion  of  my  acts  with  the  history  of  our  country, 
and  thereby  rescues  my  name  from  an  obscurity, 
which  must  otherwise  have  been  its  fate.  If,  then, 
I am  not  among  the  most  grovelling  of  wretches, 
what  while  acting  on  so  conspicuous  a theatre, 
could  be  executive  smiles  or  frowns,  or  temporary 
individual  gains  or  hopes,  to  the  proud  hope  that 
my  conduct  might  meet  the  approbation  of  good 
men  nowand  hereafter?  And  what  ground  is  there 
for  this  hope  for  him  who  seeks  any  other  guide 
than  his  own  sense  of  right?  With  these  views  be- 
fore me,  if  I have  not  acted  wisely,  I must  abide 
the  consequences,  sustaining  myself,  as  I may, 
with  the  consciousness  that  I have  acted  according 
1<>  ih;  lights  1 possessed.  But  if,  a3  my  own  rea- 
sj.i  i.i  I conscience  whisper  me,  I have  pursued 
the  true  interests  of  our  country,  I hope  for  the  ap- 
probation of  my  cotemporaries;  hut,  if  disappoint- 
ed here,  posterity  will  do  me  justice  when  the 
mists  of  passion  and  prejudice  shall  have  passed 
away. 

Allow  me  to  thank  you  for  your  own  expression 
of  approbation,  and  to  subjoin  a sentiment  or  two, 
which  I beg  may,  under  the  circumstances,  be  ac- 
cepted as  a substitute  for  my  personal  presence; 
and  am,  with  very  high  respect, 

Your  obliged  and  obedient  servant,  and  fellow- 
citizen,  RO.  STRANGE. 

The  memory  of  Bartlett  Yancey:  It  will  be  che- 
rished by  the  county  which  sustained  in  his  death 
an  irreparable  los3. 

Our  country:  Perish  all  parties  whose  success  is 
not  identified  with  her  prosperity,  perpetuity,  and 
peace. 

NORTH  EASTERN  BOUNDARY. 

From  the  Portland  Advertiser  of  the  12 th  inst. 

We  find  in  tiie  last  Fredericton  Sentinel,  the  fol- 
lowing important  correspondence  between  governor 
Kent  of  Maine,  and  lieut.  governor  Harvey  of 
New  Brunswick,  relative  to  the  appointment  of 
commissioners,  and  the  proposed  exploration  and 
survey  of  the  disputed  territory.  The  Sentinel,  af- 
ter giving  place  to  the  correspondence,  says  that 
this,  (governor  Kent’s  policy,)  is  precisely  the  course 
which  was  reasonable  to  expect  in  the  event  of  go- 
vernor Kent’s  acting  upon  the  resolutions  of  the  last 
legislature. 

The  Sentinel  also  adds:— “If  our  American  neigh- 
bors have  any  doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  their 
claims,  let  them  be  satisfied  upon  the  subject.  It 
would  he  injudicious  and  impolitic  in  the  extreme,  to 
deny  them  such  an  indulgence;  particularly  when  in 
this  way  considerate  and  intelligent  men,  which  we 
presume  the  commissioners  are,  will  be  enabled  to 
form  more  correct  notions  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
exorbitant  and  extraordinary  claims  of  the  state,  by 
which  they  are  sent  on  the  present  tour  of  observa- 
tion.” 

Our  claims  are  not  so  very  “exorbitant  and  extra- 
ordinary” as  the  Sentinel  may  suppose.  They  are 
but  the  claims  guarantied  to  us  in  the  treaty  of  ’33. 
But  of  this  more  anon. 

STATE  OF  MAINE. 

(Copy:)  Executive  department, 

Augusta,  Sepf.  25,  1838. 

To  his  excellency  major  general  sir  John  Harvey, 

iieut.  governor  ot  the  province  of  New  Brunswick: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  excellen- 
cy a copy  of  a Resolve  passed  by  the  legislature  of 
the  state  ot  Maine,  and  approved  by  the  governor 
March  23d,  1838,  and  also  to  inform  you  that  the 
contingencies  therein  named  not  having  occured, 
and  the  commission  referred  to  not  having  been  es- 
tablished, it  became  my  imperative  duty  after  the 
first  day  of  September  instant,  to  appoint  suitable 
commissioners  and  surveyors  for  the  purposes  speci- 
fied in  the  resolve,  and  that  I have  appointed  and 
commissioned  John  G.  Deane,  Milford  P.  Norton, 


and  James  Iiish  esquires,  as  commissioners;  and  Wil- 
liam P.  Panott,  as  surveyor  under  said  resolve. 

I have  also  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency, 
(hat  I have  instructed  the  said  commissioners  and 
surveyor,  to  proceed  to  the  eastern  boundary  line  of 
this  state,  and  to  explore  and  examine  the  country 
bordering  on  the  same,  and  to  ascertain  how  far  any 
line  of  exploration  or  otherwise  lias  been  traced  and 
marked  towards  the  north  west  angle  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia, as  claimed  by  Maine  and  the  United  States,  and 
to  tollow  the  same,  examining  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try, the  streams,  and  ascertaining  elevations — and  to 
move  on  a due  north  line  towards  the  height  of  land, 
where  is  to  be  found  the  spot  which  we  claim  as  the 
north  west  angle  of  Nova  Scotia — making  careful 
observations  of  all  facts  relative  to  the  character  of 
the  country,  and  bearing  upon  the  question  pending 
between  the  two  governments;  and  also  in  like  man- 
ner tracing  and  examining  the  northern  line  along 
the  highlands,  which  divide  the  rivers  falling  into  the 
St.  Lawrence,  from  those  falling  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean. 

In  short  the  object  of  the  expedition  is,  to  ascer- 
tain by  examination  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  the 
actual  facts,  and  the  practicability  of  runniug  and 
locating  a due  north  line,  according  to  our  consiruc- 
tion  of  the  treaty — and  to  obtain  a topographical  re- 
port oftlie  country,  particularly  about  the  north  west 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  sole  design  of  this  note,  is  to  give  to  your 
excellency  the  lacts  relative  to  the  nature  and  ob- 
ject of  the  expedition  under  present  instructions, 
that  you  may  understand  the  exact  state  of  the 
matter;  knowing  that  there  are  many  vague  ru- 
mors and  unfounded  reports,  on  this  subject,  tend- 
ing to  mislead  and  deceive. 

Willi  great  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  most  ob’t  servant, 

(Signed)  EDWARD  KENT, 

Governor  of  the  stale  of  Maine. 

Government  house,  Fredericton,  N.  B. 

October  1,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 

ceipt, by  the  hands  of  J.  S.  Little,  esq.  of  your  ex- 
cellency’s communication  of  the  25th  ultimo,  en- 
closing the  copy  of  a “resolve,”  of  the  legislature 
of  the  state  of  Maine,  and  informing  me  that  you 
have  appointed  commissioners  and  surveyors  under 
that  resolve,  and  have  furnished  them  with  instruc- 
tions, of  which  your  excellency  has  been  pleased  to 
detail  to  me  the  substance. 

After  having  seen  the  resolutions  adopted  By 
the  congress  of  the  United  States  on  the  4th  of 
July  last,  I confess  I had  not  expected  any  further 
action  on  the  part  of  the  state  of  Maine,  in  re- 
ference to  a question  which  is  now  in  discussion 
betwixt  the  two  general  governments,  with,  and 
I firmly  believe,  a sincere  desire  to  bring  it  to  an 
earlv  and  satisfactory  close. 

Of  the  courtesy  of  your  excellency’s  communi- 
cation, I beg  you  to  believe  that  I am  perfectly 
sensible;  and  when  in  reply  thereto,  I inform  your 
excellency,  that  1 shall  not  deem  it  necessary  to  in- 
terfere with  a mission,  whose  operations  shall  be 
confined  to  the  purpose  stated  in  your  excellency’s 
letler,  namely,  that  of  merely  obtaining  topograph- 
ical information,  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  (o  add, 
that  it  will  be  my  imperative  duty,  not  to  suffer  any 
infringement  of  the  possession  and  jurisdiction 
which  Great  Britian  holds  in  the  territory  in  dis- 
putes until  the  quesrion  of  right  is  decided. 

With  great  respect, 

I have  the  honor,  Pmc.  &c., 

(Signed)  J.  HARVEY. 

Li.  governor  of  H.  B.  majesty's  province  of  New 
Brunswick. 

To  his  excellency  governor  Kent,  fyc.  fyc. 


PROCLAMATION  OF  LORD  DURHAM. 
By  his  excellency  the  right  honorable  John  George, 
earl  of  Durham,  Viscount  Lambton,  &c.  &c. 
knight  grand  cross  of  the  most  honorable  military 
order  of  the  bath,  one  of  her  majesty’s  most  hon- 
orable privy  council,  and  governor-general  of  all 
her  majesty’s  provinces  within,  and  adjacent  to, 
the  continentof  North  America,  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come — greeting: 
Whereas,  by  the  one  hundred  and  twelth  chapter 
of  the  statute  of  the  parliament  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  intituled  “An  act 
for  indemnifying  those  who  have  issued  or  acted 
under  certain  parts  of  a certain  ordinance  made  un- 
der color  of  an  act  passed  in  the  present  session  of 
parliament,  intituled  an  act  to  make  temporary  pro- 
vision for  the  government  of  Lower  Canada,”  passed 
in  the  first  and  second  year  of  the  reign  of  our  so- 
vereign lady  the  queen,  Victoria,  it  isamongst  other 
things  enacted,  that  the  said  act  shall  be  proclaimed 
in  the  said  province  of  Lower  Canada  by  the  go- 


vernor, or  by  the  person  authorized  to  execute  the 
commission  of  governor  of  the  said  province,  forth- 
with, after  he  shall  have  received  a copy  of  the 
same  from  one  of  her  majesty’s  principal  secreta- 
ries of  state:  and  whereas  I,  the  said  John  George, 
earl  of  Durham,  being  the  governor  of  the  said  pro- 
vince of  Lower  Canada,  have  received  a copy  of 
the  said  act  from  one  of  her  majesty’s  principal  se- 
cretaries of  state:  Now  therefore  know  ye,  that  I,  the 
said  John  George,  earl  of  Durham,  being  such  go- 
vernor as  aforesaid,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  au- 
thority reposed  in  me  by  her  majesty,  and  of  the 
said  parliament,  do,  by  this  proclamation,  proclaim 
the  said  act  of  the  said  parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britian  and  Ireland,  intituled 
“An  act  for  indemnifying  those  who  have  issued 
or  acted  under  certain  parts  ot  a certain  ordinance 
made  under  color  of  an  act  passed  in  the  present 
session  of  parliament,  intituled  ‘an  act  to  make 
temporary  provision  for  the  government  of  Lower 
Canada,”’  so  that  the  said  act  of  the  said  parliament 
shall  and  may  commence  and  take  effect  within 
the  said  province  from  the  day  of  the  date  of  these 
presents. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  the  cas- 
tle of  Saint  Lewis,  in  the  city  of  Quebec,  in  the 
said  province  of  Lower  Canada,  the  eighth  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and  in  the  second  year  of 
her  majesty’s  reign.  D.  DALY, 

Secretary  of  the  province. 

Anno  primo  et  secundo  Victoria  Regina. 

Cap.  CXII.  An  act  for  indemnifying  those  who 

have  issued  or  acted  under  certain  parts  of  a cer- 
tain ordinance  made  under  color  of  an  act  passed 

in  the  present  session  of  parliament,  intituled 

“ An  act  to  make  temporary  provision  for  the  go- 
vernment of  Lower  Canada."  [T6th.  Adg. 

1338.] 

Whereas  an  act  was  made  this  present  session  of 
parliament,  intituled  “an  act  to  make  temporary 
provision  for  the  government  of  Lower  Canada;” 
And  whereas  a certain  law  or  ordinance  hath  been 
made  and  published  by  the  governor  of  the  said 
province,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  special  council,  bearing  date  the  twenty-eighth 
day  of  June  last,  intituled  “an  ordinance  to  provide 
for  the  security  of  the  province  of  Lower  Canada,” 
which  ordinance  cannot  be  juslified  by  law,  but 
was  so  much  intended  for  the  security  of  the  said 
province  that  it  is  expedient  that  all  persons  advis- 
ing or  acting  under,  or  in  obedience  to,  so  much  of 
the  same  as  relates  to  the  sending  of  certain  persons 
to  Bermuda,  who  are  stated  in  the  same  to  have 
made  certain  confessions,  and  to  the  subjecting 
such  persons  to  restraint,  should  be  indemnified  by 
parliament  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent  herein- 
after provided  for:  Be  it  enacted  by  t be  queen’s 
most  excellent  majesty,  by  and  w'ith  the  advice  an 
consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  all  person- 
al actions  and  suits,  indictments,  information,  and 
all  prosecutions  and  proceedings  whatsoever,  which 
have  been  or  shall  be  prosecuted  or  commenced  in 
any  court,  or  before  any  tribunal,  in  any  part  of  her 
majesty’s  dominions,  against  any  person  or  persons, 
for  or  by  reason  of  any  act,  matter,  or  thing,  advis- 
ed, commanded,  appointed,  or  done,  in  relation  to 
the  premises,  before  the  proclamation  of  this  act  in 
the  said  province  of  Lower  Canada  and  in  the  Is- 
lands of  Bermuda  respectively,  or  elsewhere,  in 
manner  hereinafter  provided,  be,  are,  and  shall  be 
discharged  and  made  void  by  virtue  of  this  act;  and 
that  if  any  aelion  or  suit  shall  be  prosecu  ted  or  com- 
menced against  any  person  or  persons,  for  any  such 
act,  matter,  or  thing,  so  advised,  commanded,  ap- 
pointed, or  done,  he,  she,  or  they  may  plead  the 
u-eneral  issue,  and  give  this  act  and  the  special  mat- 
ter in  evidence;. and  if  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  in 
any  action  or  suit  so  to  be  prosecuted  or  commenc- 
ed, except  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot- 
land, after  the  first  day  of  October  next,  shall  be- 
come nonsuit,  or  forbear  further  prosecution,  or 
sufferdiscontinuance,  or  if  a verdict  pass  against 
such  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  the  defendant  or  defend- 
ants shall  recover  his,  her,  or  their  double  costs,  tor 
which  he,  she,  or  they  shall  have  the  like  remedy  as 
in  cases  wl),ere  costs  by  lawr  are  given  to  defendants; 
and  if  any  such  action  or  suit  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
commenced  or  prosecuted  after  the  first  day  of  Oc- 
tober next,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britian  called  Scot- 
land, the  court  before  whom  such  action  or  suit 
shall  be  commenced  or  prosecuted  shall  allow  to 
the  defender  the  benefit  of  the  discharge  and  indem- 
nity herebv  provided,  and  shall  further  allow  to 
him  his  double  cost  of  suit  in  all  such  cases  as  afore- 
said. 

II.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  be 
proclaimed  in  the  said  province  of  Lower  Canada, 
and  in  the  said  islands  of  Bermuda,  by  the  governor. 
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or  bv  the  persons  authorized  to  execute  the  com- 
mission of  governor  of  the  said  province,  and  of  the 
said  islands  respectively,  forthwith,  after  he  shall 
have  received  a copy  of  the  same  from  one  of  her 
majesty’s  principal  secretaries  of  state. 

In  conformity  with  one  of  its  provisions,  I have 
this  day  proclaimed  the  act  1 and  2 Victoria,  chap. 
112,  entitled  “an  act  for  indemnifying  those  who 
have  issued  or  acted  under  certain  parts  of  a certain 
ordinance  made  under  color  of  an  act  passed  in  the 
present  session  of  parliament,  intituled  an  act  to  make 
temporary  provision  for  the  government  of  Lower 
Canada. 

I have  also  to  notify  the  disallowance  by  her  ma- 
jesty of  the  ordinance  2d  Victoria,  chapter  1,  entitled 
“An  ordinance  to  provide  for  the  security  of  the 
province  of  Lower  Canada.” 

I cannot  perform  these  official  duties  without  at 
the  same  time  informing  you,  the  people  of  British 
America,  of  the  course  which  the  measures  of  the 
imperial  government  and  legislature  make  it  incum- 
bent on  me  to  pursue.  The  mystery  which  has 
heretofore  too  often,  during  the  progress  of  the  most 
important  ati'airs,  concealed  from  the  people  of  these 
colonies  the  intentions,  the  motives,  and  the  very 
actions  of  their  rulers,  appears  to  me  to  have  been 
one  of  the  main  causes  of  the  numerous  errors  of  the 
government,  and  the  general  dissatistaction  of  the 
people.  Undesirable  at  anytime,  such  concealment 
on  the  part  of  one  entrusted  with  the  supreme  au- 
thority in  the  present  crisis  of  your  affairs  would  be 
most  culpable  and  pernicious.  With  a people  from 
whom  I have  had  so  many  and  such  gratifying  proofs 
of  warm  and  confiding  attachment,  I can  have  no 
reserves.  And  my  implicit  reliance  on  your  loyalty 
and  good  sense  will  at  on  e justify  me  in  making 
you  acquainted  with  what  it  most  imports  you  to 
know. 

It  is  the  more  necessary  for  me  thus  to  act,  be- 
cause, when  I first  entered  upon  this  government,  I 
explained  to  you,  in  a proclamation  issued  imme- 
diately on  my'  arrival  on  these  shores,  the  nature  of 
the  powers  vested  in  me,  and  the  principles  on 
which  it  was  my  intention  to  exercise  them.  Now, 
therefore,  that  I am  about  to  return  to  England,  I 
feel  it  to  be  my  bounden  duty  to  state  to  you  as  fully 
and  as  frankly  the  reasons  which  have  induced  me 
to  lay  down  powers  rendered  inadequate  to  the  car- 
rying into  effect  those  or  any  other  principles  of  gov- 
ernment. 

I did  not  accept  the  government  of  British  North 
America  without  duly  considering  the  nature  of  the 
task  which  I imposed  on  myself,  or  the  sutficiency 
of  my  means  for  performing  it.  When  parliament 
concentrated  all  legislative  and  executive  power  in 
Lower  Canada  in  the  same  hands,  it  established  an 
authority  which,  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word, 
was  despotic.  This  authority  her  majesty  was  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  delegate  to  me.  I did  not  shrink 
from  assuming  the  awful  responsibility  of  power 
thus  freed  from  constitutional  restraints,  in  the  hope 
that,  by  exercising  that  power  with  justice,  with 
mildness,  and  with  vigor,  I might  secure  the  happi- 
ness of  all  classes  of  the  people,  and  facilitate  the 
speedy  and  permanent  restoration  of  their  liberties. 
But  I never  was  weak  enough  to  imagine  that  the 
forms  by  which  men’s  rights  are  wisely  guarded  in 
that  country  where  freedom  has  been  longest  en- 
joyed, best  understood,  and  most  prudently  exer- 
cised, could  be  scrupulously  observed  in  a society 
almost  entirely'  disorganized  by  misrule  and  dissen- 
sion. 2 conceived  it  to  be  one  of  the  chief  advan- 
tages of  my  position  that  I was  enabled  to  pursue 
the  great  ends  of  subsfantial  justice  and  sound  policy, 
free  and  unfettered.  Nor  did  I ever  dream  of  ap- 
plying the  theory'  or  the  practice  of  the  British  con- 
stitution to  a country  whose  constitution  was  sus- 
pended— where  all  representative  government  was 
annihilated,  and  the  people  deprived  of  all  control 
over  their  own  affairs — where  the  ordinary  guaran- 
ties of  personal  rights  had  been  in  abeyance  during  a 
long  subjection  to  martial  law,  and  a continued  sus- 
pension of  the  habeas  corpus — where  there  neither 
did  exist,  nor  had  for  a long  time  existed,  any  confi- 
dence in  the  impartial  administration  of  justice  in 
any  political  case. 

To  encourage  and  stimulate  me  in  my  arduous 
task,  I had  great  and  worthy  objects  in  view.  My 
aim  was  lo  elevate  the  province  of  Lower  Canada  to 
a thoroughly  British  character,  to  link  its  people  to 
the  sovereignty  of  Britain,  by  making  them  all  par- 
ticipators in  those  high  privileges,  conducive  at 
once  to  freedom  and  order,  whicli  have  long  been 
the  glory  of  Englishmen.  I hoped  to  confer  on  a 
united  people  a more  extensive  enjoyment  of  free 
and  responsible  government,  and  to  merge  the  petty 
jealousies  of  a small  community',  and  the  odious  ani- 
mosities ol  origin,  in  the  higher  feelings  of  a more 
comprehensive  and  nobler  nationality. 

K‘ve  effect  to  these  purposes,  it  was  necessary 
fhat  my  powers  of  government  should  be  as  strong 


as  they  were  extensive — that  I should  be  known  fo 
have  the  means  of  acting  as  well  as  judging  for  my- 
self, without  a perpetual  control  by  distant  authori- 
ties. It  were  well,  indeed,  if  such  were  the  ordinary 
tenure  of  government  in  colonies,  and  fhat  your  lo- 
cal government  should  always  enjoy  so  much  of  the 
confidence  of  those  with  whom  rests  the  ultimate 
decision  of  your  allairs,  that  it  might  ever  rely  on 
being  allowed  to  carry  out  its  policy  to  completion, 
and  on  being  supported  in  giving  effect  to  its  pro- 
mises and  its  commands.  But,  in  the  present  pos- 
ture of  your  affairs,  it  was  necessary  that  the  most 
unusual  confidence  should  accompany  the  delega- 
tion of  a most  unusual  authority;  and  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  such  great  legal  powers,  the  government 
here  should  possess  all  the  moral  force  that  could  be 
derived  from  the  assurance  that  its  acts  would  be 
final,  and  its  engagements  religiously  observed.  It 
is  not  by  stinted  powers,  or  a dubious  authority,  that 
the  present  danger  can  be  averted,  or  the  foundation 
laid  of  a better  order  of  things. 

I had  reason  to  believe  fhat  I was  armed  with  all 
the  (lower  which  I thought  requisite,  by  the  com- 
missions and  instructions,  under  the  royal  sign  ma- 
nual, with  which  I was  charged  as  governor  general 
and  high  commissioner,  by  the  authority  vested  in 
me  and  my  council  by  the  act  of  the  imperial  legis- 
lature— and  by  the  general  approbation  of  my  ap- 
pointment, which  ail  parties  were  pleased  to  express. 
1 also  trusted  that  I should  enjoy,  throughout  the 
course  of  my  administration,  all  the  strength  which 
the  cordial  and  steadfast  support  of  the  authorities 
at  home  can  alone  give  to  their  distant  officers;  and 
that  even  party  feeling  would  refrain  from  molesting 
me  whilst  occupied  in  maintaining  the  integrity  of 
the  British  empire. 

In  these  just  expectations  I have  been  painfully 
disappointed.  From  the  very  commencement  of  my 
task,  the  minutest  details  of  my  administration  have 
been  exposed  to  incessant  criticism,  in  a spirit  which 
has  evinced  an  entire  ignorance  of  the  state  of  this 
country,  and  of  the  only  mode  in  which  the  supre- 
macy of  the  British  crown  can  here  be  upheld  and 
exercised.  Those  who  have,  in  the  British  legisla- 
ture, systematically  depreciated  my  powers,  and  the 
ministers  of  the  crown,  by  their  tacit  acquiescence 
therein,  have  produced  the  effect  of  making  it  too 
clear  that  my  authority  is  inadequate  for  the  emer- 
gency which  called  it  into  existence.  At  length  an 
act  of  my  government,  the  first  and  most  important, 
which  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  authori- 
ties at  home,  has  been  annulled;  and  the  entire  poli- 
cy of  which  that  act  ivas  a small  though  essential 
part  has  thus  been  defeated. 

The  disposal  of  the  political  prisoners  was  from  the 
first  a matter  foreign  to  my  mission.  With  a view  fo 
the  more  easy  attainment  of  the  greal  object  contem- 
plated, that  question  ought  to  have  been  settled  be- 
fore my  arrival.  But  as  it  was  essential  to  my  (dans 
for  the  future  tranquillity  and  improvement  of  (he 
colony  that  I should  commence  by  allaying  acfual 
irritation,  I had  in  the  first  place  to  determine  Ihe 
fate  of  the  rnen  then  in  the  hands  of  the  law,  and  fo 
provide  for  the  present  security  of  the  province  by 
removing  the  most  dangerous  disturbers  of  its  peace. 
For  these  ends,  the  ordinary  tribunals,  as  a recent 
trial  has  clearly  shown,  atforded  me  no  means.  Ju- 
dicial proceedings  would  only  have  agitated  the  pub- 
lic mind  afresh — would  have  put  in  evidence  the 
sympathy  of  a large  portion  of  the  people  with  re- 
bellion— and  would  have  given  to  the  disaffected 
generally  a fresh  assurance  of  impunity  for  political 
guilt.  An  acquittal  in  the  face  of  the  clearest  evi- 
dence, which  I am  justified  in  having  anticipated  as 
inevitable,  would  have  set  the  immediate  leaders  of 
the  insurrection  at  liberty,  absolved  from  crime,  and 
exalfed  in  the  eyes  of  their  deluded  countrymen,  as 
(he  innocent  victims  of  an  unjust  imprisonment  and 
a vindictive  charge.  I looked  on  these  as  mischiefs 
which  I was  bound  to  avert  by  the  utmost  exercise 
of  the  powers  entrusted  to  me.  I could  not  without 
trial  and  conviction  take  any  measures  of  a purely 
penal  character,  but  I (bought  myself  justified  in 
availing  myself  of  an  acknowledgment  of  guilt,  and 
adopting  measures  of  precaution  against  a small  num- 
ber of  the  most  culpable  or  most  dangerous  of  the 
accused.  To  all  file  rest  I extended  a complete  am- 
nesty. 

Whether  a belter  mode  of  acting  could  have  been 
devised  for  Ihe  emergency  is  now  immaterial.  This 
is  the  one  that  has  been  adopted — Ihe  discussion 
which  it  at  first  excited  had  passed  away — and  those 
who  were  once  most  inclined  to  condemn  its  leniency 
had  acquiesced  in,or  submitted  to  it.  The  good  ellects 
which  must  necessarily  have  resulted  from  every 
settlement  of  this  difficult  question  had  already  be- 
gun to  show  themselves.  Of  these,  the  principal 
were,  the  general  approval  of  my  policy  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  and  the  consequent  cessa- 
tion of  American  sympathy  with  any  attempt  to  dis- 
turb  the  Canada?.  This  result  has  been  most  grati- 


fying to  me,  inasmuch  as  it  has  gone  far  towards  a 
complete  restoration  of  that  good  will  between  you 
and  a great  and  kindred  nation,  which  I have  taken 
evciy  means  in  my  (lower  to  cultivate,  and  which  I 
earnestly  entreat  you  lo  cherish  as  essential  to  your 
peace  and  prosperity'. 

It  is  also  very  satisfactory  to  me  to  find  that  the 
rectitude  of  my  policy  has  hardly  been  disputed  at 
home,  and  that  the  disallowance  ol  the  oidinance 
proceeds  from  no  doubt  of  its  substantial  merits,  but 
from  the  importance  which  has  been  attached  to  a 
supposed  technical  error  in  the  assumption  of  a 
power  which,  if  I had  it  not,  I ought  to  have  had. 

The  particular  defect  in  the  ordinance  w hich  has 
been  made  the  ground  of  its  disallowance  was  oc- 
casioned, not  by  tny  mistaking  the  extent  of  my 
powers,  but  by  my  reliance  on  the  readiness  of  par- 
liament to  supply  their  insufficiency  incase  of  need. 
For  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  prisoners  from  all 
apprehensions  of  being  treated  as  ordinaiy  convicts, 
and  the  loy'al  inhabitants  of  the  province  from  the 
dread  of  their  immediate  return,  words  were  inserted 
in  the  oidinance  respecting  the  disposal  of  them  in 
Bermuda,  which  were  known  to  be  inoperative.  I 
was  perfectly  aware  that  my  powers  extended  to 
landing  the  prisoners  on  the  shores  of  Bermuda,  but 
no  further.  I know  that  they  could  not  be  lorcibly 
detained  in  that  island  without  the  co-operation  of 
the  imperial  legislature.  That  co-operation  1 had  a 
right  to  expect,  because  the  course  I was  pursuing 
was  pointed  out  in  numerous  acls  of  the  imperial 
and  provincial  legislatures,  as  I shall  have  occasion 
hereafter  most  fully  to  prove.  I also  did  believe  that 
even  it  I had  not  the  precedents  o(  these  acts  of 
parliament,  a government  and  a legislature,  anxious 
lor  the  peace  of  this  unhappy  country,  and  loi  the 
integrity  oi  the  British  Empire,  would  not  sacrifice 
to  a petty  technicality  the  vast  benefits  which  my 
policy  promised,  and  had  already,  in  a great  measure, 
secured.  I trusted  they  would  lake  care  that  a great 
and  beneficent  purpose  should  not  be  frustrated  by 
any  error,  if  error  there  was,  which  they  could  rec- 
tify, or  the  want  of  any  power  which  they  could 
supply;  finally,  that  if  they  found  the  oidinance  in- 
operative, they  would  give  it  elfect;  if  illegal,  that 
they  would  make  it  law. 

This  small  aid  has  not  been  extended  to  me,  even 
in  this  great  object;  and  the  usefulness  of  my  dele- 
gated power  expires  with  the  loss  of  (hat  support 
from  the  supreme  authority  which  could  alone  sus- 
tain it.  The  measure  now  annulled  was  but  part  of 
a large  system  of  measures  which  I promised  when 
I proclaimed  the  amnesty.  When  I sought  to  ob- 
literate the  traces  of  recent  discord,  I pledged  my- 
self to  remove  its  causes;  to  prevent  (lie  revival  of 
a contest  between  host i le  races;  to  raise  Ihe  defective 
institutions  of  Lower  Canada  to  the  level  of  British 
civilization  and  freedom;  to  remove  all  impediments 
to  the  course  of  British  enterprise  in  this  province, 
and  promote  colonization  and  improvement  in  the 
others;  and  to  consolidate  these  general  benefits  on 
the  strong  and  permanent  basis  of  a free,  responsible, 
and  comprehensive  government. 

Such  large  promises  could  not  have  been  ventured, 
without  a perfect  reliance  on  (lie  unhesitating  aid 
of  the  supreme  authorities.  Of  what  avail  ate  the 
purposes  and  promises  of  a delegated  power  whose 
acts  are  not  respected  by  the  authority  from  which 
it  proceeds?  With  what  confidence  can  I invite 
co-operation,  or  impose  forbearance,  whilst  I touch 
ancient  laws  and  habits,  as  well  as  deep-rooted 
abuses,  with  the  weakened  hands  that  have  inef- 
fectually essayed  but  a little  more  than  the  ordinary 
vigor  of  the  police  of  troubled  times? 

How  am  I to  provide  against  (lie  immediate  ef- 
fects of  the  disallowance  of  the  ordinance?  That 
ordinance  was  intimately  connected  with  other  mea- 
sures which  remain  in  unrestricted  operation.  It 
was  coupled  with  her  majesty’s  proclamation  of  am- 
nesty; and  as  I judged  it  becoming  that  the  extraor- 
dinary legislature  ot  Lower  Canada  should  take  up- 
on itself  all  measures  of  vigorous  precaution,  and 
leave  to  her  majesty  the  congenial  office  of  using 
her  royal  prerogative,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  pardon 
and  mercy,  the  proclamation  contained  an  entire  am- 
nesty, qualified  only  by  the  exceptions  specified  in 
the  ordinance.  The  ordinance  has  been  disallowed, 
and  the  proclamation  is  confirmed.  Her  majesty 
having  been  advised  to  refuse  her  assent  to  the  e x- 
ceptions, the  amnesty  exists  without  qualification. — 
No  impediment  therefore  exists  to  the  return  of  the 
persons  who  had  made  the  most  distinct  admission  of 
guilt,  or  who  had  been  excluded  by  me  from  the 
province,  on  account  of  the  danger  to  which  its 
tranquillity  w ould  be  exposed  by  their  presence,  and 
none  can  now  be  enacted,  without  (he  adoption  of 
measures  alike  repugnant  to  my  sense  of  justice  and 
of  policy.  I cannot  recall  the  irrevocable  pledge  of 
her  majesty’s  mercy.  1 cannot  attempt  to  evade  the 
disallowance  of  the  ordinance  by  re-enacting  it  un- 
der t he  disguise  of  an  alteration  of  the  scene  of  ba- 
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nishment,  or  of  the  penalties  of  unauthorised  return. 
I cannot,  by  a needless  suspension  of  ihe  liabcas 
corpus,  put  the  personal  liberty  of  every  man  at  the 
mercy  of  the  government,  and  declare  a whole  pro- 
vince in  immediate  danger  of  rebellion,  merely  in. 
order  to  exercise  the  influence  of  a vague  terror 
over  a few  individuals. 

In  these  conflicting  and  painful  circumstances,  it 
is  far  better  that  I should  at  once  and  distinctly  an- 
nounce my  intention  of  desisting  from  the  vain  at- 
tempt to  carry  my  policy  and  system  of  administra- 
tion into  effect  with  such  inadequate  and  restricted 
means.  If  the  peace  of  Lower  Canada  is  to  be 
again  menaced,  it  is  necessary  that  its  government 
should  be  able  to  reckon  on  a more  cordial  and  vigor- 
ous support  at  home  than  lias  been  accorded  to  me. 
No  good  that  may  not  be  expected  from  any  other 
government  in  Lower  Canada  can  be  obtained  by 
my  continuing  to  wield  extraordinary  legal  powers 
of  which  the  moral  force  and  consideration  is  gone. 

You  will  easiLy  believe  that,  alter  all  the  exertions 
which  I have  made,  it  is  with  feelings  of  deep  dis- 
appointment that  I find  myself  thus  suddenly  de- 
prived of  the  power  of  conferring  great  benefits  on 
that  province  to  which  I have  referred — of  reform- 
ing the  administrative  system  there,  and  eradicating 
the  manifold  abuses  which  had  been  engendered  by 
tile  negligence  and  corruption  of  former  times,  ami 
so  lamentably  fostered  by  civil  dissensions.  I can- 
not but  regret  being  obliged  to  renounce  the  slili 
more  glorious  hope  of  employing  unusual  legislative 
powers  in  tile  endowment  of  that  province  with 
those  free  municipal  institutions  which  are  the  only 
sure  basis  of  local  improvement  and  representative 
liberty — of  establishing  a system  of  general  educa- 
tion—>f  revising  the  defective  law's  which  regulate 
i i nroperty  and  commerce — and  of  introducing  a 
p da  u.i.l  competent  administration  of  justice.  Above 
all,  1 grieve  to  be  thus  forced  to  abandon,  the  realiza- 
tion ol  such  large  and  solid  schemes  of  colonization 
and  internal  improvement  as  would  connect  the  dis- 
tant portions  of  these  extensive  colonies,  and  lay 
open  tile  unwrought  treasures  of  the  wilderness  to 
the  wants  of  British  industry  and  the  energy  of 
British  enterprise. 

For  these  objects  I have  labored  much,  and  have 
received  the  most  active,  zealous  and  efficient  co- 
operation from  the  able  and  enlightened  persons  w ho 
are  associated  with  me  in  this  great  undertaking.— 
O.ir  exertions,  however,  will  not,  cannot  be  thrown 
awTay.  The  information  which  we  have  acquired, 
although  not  as  yet  fit  lor  the  purposes  of  immediate 
legislation,  will  contribute  to  the  creation  of  juster 
vie ws  as  to  the  resources,  the  wants  and  the  inter- 
ests of  these  colonies-  than-  ever  yet  prevailed  in  the 
mother  country.  To  complete  and  render  available 
tiiose  materials  for  future  legislation,  is  an  important 

art  of  the  duties  which,  as  high  commissioner,  X 

ave  yet  to  discharge,  and  lo  which  I shall  devote 
tlie  most  anxious  attention. 

I shall  also  be  prepared,  at  the  proper  period,  to 
suggest  the  constitution  of  a form  of  government  for 
tier  majesty’s  dominions  on  this  continent,  which 
may  restore  to  the  people  of  Lower  Canada  all  the 
advantages  of  a representative  system,  unaccompa- 
nied by  the  evils  that  have  hitherto  proceeded  from, 
the  unnatural  eontlict  of  parties;  which  may  safely 
supply  any  deficiencies  existing  in  the  governments 
of  the  other  colonies,  and  which  may  produce 
throughout  British  America  a state  of  contented  al- 
legiance, founded,  as  colonial  allegiance  ever  must 
be,  on  a sense  of  obligation  to  the  parent  stale. 

I fervently  hope  that  my  usefulness  to  you  will 
not  cease  with  iny  official  connexion,  when  I shall 
have  laid  at  tier  majesty’s  feet  the  various  high  and 
important  commissions  with  which  her  royal  lavor 
invested  me.  I shall  still  be  enabled,  as  a peer  of 
parliament,  to  render  you  efficient  and  constant  ser- 
vice, in  (hat  place  where  decisions  that  affect  your 
welfare  are  in  reality  made.  It  must  be,  I humbly 
trusf,  for  the  advantage  of  these  provinces,  it  I can 
carry  into  the  imperial  parliament  a knowledge,  de- 
rived from  personal  inspection  and  experience,  of 
those  interests  upon  which  some  persons  there  are 
too  apt  to  legislate  in  ignorance  or  indifference;  and 
can  aid  in  laying  the  foundation  of  a system  of  gene- 
ral government,  which,  while  it  strengthens  your 
permanent  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  shall  save 
you  from  Ihe  evils  to  which  you  are  now  subjected 
by  every  change  in  the  fluctuating  policy  oi  distanl 
and  successive  administrations.  D. 


THE  CURRENCY  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

[ Report  concluded .] 

After  this  period,  and  during  the  continuance  oi 
the  charter  of  the  second  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
no  laws  have  met  the  attention  of  the  committee, 
which  vaiied  the  description  of  currency,  or  media 
of  payment,  for  the  public  dues.  The  legal  curren- 
cy ol  the  United  States,  treasury  notes,  and  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  payable  on 


demand,  were,  therefore,  the  legal  currency  ot  the 
treasury,  with  the  permission  granted  by  the  reso- 
lution of  1S16,  to  receive  the  notes  of  the  local 
banks  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  legal 
currency  of  the  United  States,  until  the  expira- 
tion of  that  charter.  The  charter  expired  on  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1S36,  by  its  own  limitation,  and 
on  the  19th  day  of  June  alter,  congress  repealed  its 
14th  section,  which  made  its  notes  receivable  in 
payment  to  the  United  States: 

It  is  proper  here  to-  remark,  that  the  various  laws 
authorizing  emissions  of  treasury  notes,  and  making 
them  receivable  for  all  government  dues,  had  be- 
come obsolete,  by  the  entire  redemption  of  the 
notes,  many  years  before  the  expiration  of  the  bank 
charter,  in  1836,  and  that  medium  of  payment  was 
thus  practically  withdrawn  from  the  currency  of 
the  treasury.  The  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank,  and  the  law  of  the  15th  June,  1836,  repealing 
the  14th  section  of  the  charter,  withdrew  another 
of  those  media  in  the  notes  of  the  bank,  thus  leav- 
ing “the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States”  the 
only  currency  compulsory  upon  the  treasury,  but 
leaving  also  the  permission  given  by  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  1816,  to  receive  the  notes  of  specie-pay- 
ing local  banks. 

This  continued  to  be  the  state  of  things  until  the 
passage  of  the  act  entitled  “An  act  to  regulate  the 
deposftes  of  the  public  money,”  passed  on  the  23d 
day  of  June,  1836.  The  last  clause  of  the  fifth 
section  of  that  act  is  in  the  following  words: 

“Nor  shall  ihe  notes  or  bills  of  any  bunk  be  received 
in  payment  of  any  debt  due  to  the  United  States,  which 
shall,,  after  the  fourth  day  of  July,  in.  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  issue  any  note  or  bill 
of  a less  denomination  lhan  five  dollars.’’ 

Thus  modified,  the  law  eompelleri  the  receipt  of 
the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  and  permit- 
ted the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  such  specie  paying 
banks  as  should  not,  after  the  4th  of  July,  1837,  is- 
sue notes  o-fless  denomination  than  five  dollars. 

On  the  12th  o?  October,  1837,  an  act  was  passed, 
entitled  “An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  treasu- 
ry notes,”  the  first  clause  of  the  sixth  section  of 
which  reads  as  follows: 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
treasury  notes  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  all  du- 
ties and  taxes  laid  by  die  authority  of  die  United  States, 
of  ail  public  lands  sold  by  the  said  authority,  and  of  all 
debts  to  the  United  States  of  any  character  whatsoever 
i which  may  be  due  aud  payable  at  the  ime  when  said 
treasury  notes  may  be  offered  in  payment.’’ 

This  law  added  again  treasury  notes  as  a medium 
of  payment,  and  ttius  stands  the  law  at  the  present 
time,  the  legal  currency  and  treasury  notes  be- 
ing made  receivable  by  law,  and  the  notes  of  specie- 
paying hanks  which  have  not,  since  the  4th  day  of 
July,  1S36,  and  do  not,  issue  notes  of  a less  denom- 
ination than  five  dollars,  being  permitted  to  be  re- 
ceived by  the  resolution  of  1816,  as  modified  by  the 
steposite  law  of  1836. 

In  this  last  review  of  the  legislation  in  relation  to- 
the  currency, references  may  not  have  been  made, 
in  all  cases,  to  the  laws  prescribing  the  media  of 
payment  for  the  public  lands,  but  all  such  laws  are 
believed  to  be  particularly  noticed  under  tile  former 
head.  None  of  the  numerous  laws  regulating  the 
value  of  foreign  coin,  and  of  the  coins  of  the  United 
States,  have  been  referred  to  under  either  head,  as 
the  coins  of  both  descriptions,  as  far  as  regulated  by 
law,  have  at  all  times  been  receivable  in  all  the 
branches  of  the  revenue,  and  for  all  dues  to  the 
government,  either  specifically,  by  the  terms  of 
the  laws,  or  under  the  general  designations  of 
“money  of  the  United  States,”  and  “legal  currency 
of  the  United  States.”  It  may,  however,  be  woithy 
of  remark,  that  considerable  changes  are  found  in 
the  laws  regulating  the  value  of  foreign  coin,  both 
as  to  the  descriptions  of  coins  legalized  and  made 
“money  of  the  United  States,”  and  a tender  in.  pay- 
ment ofdebls,  and  as  to  the  value  fixed  to  Ihe  coins 
of  different  countries  by  the  different  laws;  and  that 
duringsome  periods,  no  foreign  gold  coins,  and  very 
few  foreign  silver  coins,  if  any,  have  been  legaliz- 
ed. It  also  appears  that,  by  an  act  passed  on  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1833,  the  gold  coins  of  Great 
Britain,  Portugal,  Fiance,  and  Spain  were  made 
receivable,  “in  all  payments  on  account  of  the 
public  lands,”  at  specified  rates,  but  for  no  other 
public  dues,  nor  where  any  foreign  gold  coins,  at 
that  time,  legalized  and  made  a tender  in  the  pay- 
ment of  debts. 

Such  lias  been  the  legislation  of  congress  on  the 
subject  of  the  currency,  or  media  of  payment  to  be 
received  for  dues  to  the  public  treasury;  and  from 
it  we  learn  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  bank 
charters,  and  the  resolution  of  1816,  it  has,  in  all 
cases  and  for  all  purposes,  required  in  payment  of 
the  public  dues  gold  and  silver  coin,  or  securities 
issued  upon  Ihe  faith  and  credit  of  the  government. 
The  bank  charters  present  the  only  instances  where 
bank  notes  have  been  made  a tender  in  payment  of 


i debts  due  to  the  United  States;  and  in  those  in- 
stances, the  notes  of  the  banks  themselves  only  were 
so  made,  being  the  notes  of  banks  in  which  the  go- 
vernment itself  was  a stockholder  to  the  amount  of 
one-fifth  part  ot  the  whole  capital;  of  banks  created 
by  congress,  and  over  which  congress  held  sover- 
eign control  both  as  the  creating  legislature,,  and  as 
the  guardian  of  the  property  of  "the  people  invested 
in  them.  The  committee  do  not  mean  to  be  un- 
derstood as  speaking  in  terms  of  approbation  of  le- 
galizing tlie  notes  ei  even  these  banks  as  a currency 
compulsory  upon  the  treasury,  but  merely  as  dis- 
tinguishing the  banks  which  issued  them  from  the 
banks  chartered  by  tlie  states,  over  which  congress 
has  no  control,  in  the  management  of  which  no 
branch  of  this  government  can  exercise  any  voice, 
and  in  whicli  the  United  States  hold  no  interest. 

Still  the  proposition  referred  to  ihe  committee,  and 
now  under  consideration,  is  that  all  the  notes  of  all 
the  specie  paying  state  banks  of  the  country,  of  all 
such  banks  which  tlie  states  shall  hereafter  charter, 
and  of  all  such  banks  whicli  may  be  hereafter  formed 
under  any  general  bank  laws,  or  systems  of  free  bank- 
ing, which  any  of  the  states  have  adopted,  or  may 
hereafter  adopt,  “shall  be  received  in  payment  of  tlie 
revenue,  and  ofdebls  and  dues  to  the  government.” 
Such  they  .understand  to  be  the  scope  and  effect  of 
the  proposition  embraced  in  the  resolution  referred 
to  them.  Will  the  senate  adopt  it?  The  committee 
hope  and  believe  not.  The  deliberate  expression  of 
the  body  against  a proposition  substantially  similar, 
during  its  present  session,,  strengthens  this  hope. 

The  permission  to  receive  the  notes  of  specie  pay- 
ing state  banks,  still  exists  under  the  resolution  of 
1816.  Do  the  interests  of  this  government  require 
more  than  this  permission?  Wilt  the  security  of  the 
public  treasure,  tlie  money  of  tlie  people  intrusted  t© 
the  keeping  of  congress,  be  increased  by  making  Ihe 
receipt  of  these  notes  compulsory  upon  the  treasury? 
The  constitution  has  protected  the  people  themselves 
against  being  compelled  to  take  bank  notes,  of  any 
character,  in  payment  of  dues  lo  them,  as  individual 
citizens.  It  declares  that  “no  state  shall,  make  any 
tiling  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a tender  in  payment  of 
debts;”  and  no  one  ever  has,  and  the  committee  pre- 
sume no  one  will  now,  claim  for  congress  tlie  power 
thus  denied  to  the  states.  Were  tlie  fathers  of  the 
land,  the  framers  of  the  constitution  of  tlie  United 
States  wise  in  extending  this  protection  to  the  indi- 
vidual citizens  of  the  country?  Did,  and  do,  their 
private  interests  require  this  protection?  All  will 
answer  these  questions  affirmatively.  Is  it  possible, 
then,  that  their  collected  interest,  their  public  trea- 
sure, is  to  be  rendered  more  secure  by  an  exactly 
opposite  rule?  Is  it  possible  that  their  private  indi- 
vidual property  can  only  be  protected  by  securing  to 
them  tlie  right  to  demand  gold  and  silver  in  payment 
ot  their  debts?  and  that  their  common  treasure  is  to 
be  better  protected  by  taking  this  right  from  their 
servants,  charged  with  ils  collodion?  The  cilizens 
are  at  liberty  to  receive  bank  paper  in  payment  of 
their  debts,  if  they  think  it  safe  to  do  so,  and  the  col- 
lectors of  their  revenue  are  at  liberty  to  receive  bank 
paper  /nto  tlie  public  treasury,  if  they  think  tlie  pa- 
per safe  to  that  treasury.  Tlie  constitution  guards 
tlie  former  against  a compulsion  to  take  the  paper; 
and  should  congress  force  that  compulsion  upon  (he 
latter,  because  tlie  constitution  does  not  interpose 
to  prevent  il?  The  servants  of  tlie  people  in  con- 
gress or  in  tlie  state  legislatures  cannot  force  hank 
paper  into  tlie  pockets  of  their  constituents,  in  satis- 
faction of  their  debts;  and  should  they  force  it  into 
their  public  treasuries,  in  satisfaction  of  the  dues  to 
them?  Tlie  committee  can  see  no  state  of  facts,  or 
train  of  argument,  which  can  reconcile  these  contra- 
dictions, and  make  the  passage  of  this  part  of  the  re- 
solution a public  duly.  Is  this  proposition  lo  be 
adopted  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  banks,  as  it  is  seen  its 
adoption  cannot  be  urged  as  a protection  to  the  pub- 
lic interests  and  tlie  public  treasure?  Do  the  banks 
require  or  ask  il?  The  committee  believe  they  can 
answer  for  tlie  solvent  and  well-conducted  banks, 
that  they  have  no  such  need,  and  make  no  sucii  re- 
quest; that  they  have  no  desire  that  the  currency  of 
their  notes  should  rest  upon  any  stronger  basis  than 
their  known  ability  and  willingness  to  redeem  them 
with  gold  and  silver,  on  demand;  and  that  they  would 
not,  if  they  could,  have  the  notes  of  the  eight  or  nine 
hundred  banks  of  the  several  states  made  a legal  ten- 
der, for  any  purpose.  That  there  have  been  banks 
which  required  tlie  force  of  law  to  make  ttieir  notes 
current  and  valuable,  recent  experience  has  demon- 
strated, as,  in  the  absence  of  such  a law  to  force  them 
upon  tlie  public,  tiiey  have  fallen  dead  and  valueless 
upon  tlie  hands  of  private  holders.  That  there  may 
be  other  banks  in  the  country  which  yet  purport  lo  Le 
sound,  and  which  still  may  require  the  aid  of  such  a 
law  as  is  here  proposed,  to  enable  them  to  pass  off 
their  notes  for  a much  longer  period,  is  very  possi- 
ble; but  the  committee  sincerely  hope,  if  sucii  there 
are,  that  their  number  is  small,  and  they  are  sure 
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that  none  will  advocate  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
for  the  benefit  of  such  banks.  Of  one  tiling  they 
are  most  happy  to  be  assured,  and  that  is,  that  there 
are  some  banks  in  the  country  which  require  no  such 
artificial  aid;  which  have  resumed  specie  payments, 
and  are  rising  up,  under  all  the  embarrassments  of 
the  times,  to  the  full  performance  of  their  whole  du- 
ties to  themselves  and  the  public;  and  which  present, 
to  those  behind  them,  a most  worthy  example  of 
what  good  management  and  good  faith  can  accom- 
plish, without  the  aid  of  a law  which  shall  compel 
the  receipt  of  their  paper. 

Try  the  proposition  under  consideration  upon  the 
banks  themselves.  Would  they  receive  each  others 
notes  at  par  when  they  were  all  specie-paying  banks? 
Will  a single  sound  bank  among  the  whole  number 
now  consent  to  the  passage  of  laws,  which  shall  com- 
pel them  to  receive  each  others  paper  at  par,  or  even 
to  receive  it  at  ell,  after  they  shall  have  resumed  spe- 
cie payments?  Most  certainly  not.  Then  shall  con- 
gress, by  its  legislation,  compel  a credit  fortlie  notes 
of  the  bank3  at  the  treasury,  which  they  wilt  not 
give,  upon  any  terms,  to  the  notes  of  each  other? 
Most  assuredly  the  banks  will  not  have  the  effronte- 
ry to  ask  congress  to  do  this. 

It  may  be  said,  as  it  lias  been  said,  that  opposi- 
tion to  this  resolution  is  hostility  to  the  state  banks. 
The  committee  cannot  view  it  in  that  light.  Is  it 
hostility  to  a bank  to  decline  to  make  its  notes  re- 
ceivable, by  the  force  of  law,  in  the  payment  of 
debts  ? Have  the  rights  of  private  incorporations 
become  already  so  far  advanced  in  our  free  coun- 
try? Are  we  compelled  to  pass  laws  to  force  otf 
their  notes,  or  be  warred  upon  by  these  institutions? 
Have  the  rights  of  corporators  become  already  so 
far  pai  amount  to  the  rights  of  the  individual  citizen, 
that  we  must  so  frame  our  laws  as  to  compel  the 
promises  of  the  one  to  be  received  at  our  treasury, 
while  we  exact  the  money  from  the  other,  or  be 
set  down  enemies  to  the  corporations,  meriting 
their  vengeance?  Is  it  a crime  against  the  banks 
to  object  against  making  that  a legal  tender  at  the 
public  treasury,  which  the  banks  will  not  recognize 
to  be  a currency  at  their  counters  ? No!  The 
condition  of  the  American  legislator  has  not  yet 
become  so  degraded.  The  banker,  deserving  the 
name,  who  appreciates  the  privileges  conferred 
upon  him  by  law  in  the  charter  of  bis  bank,  and 
feels  the  obligations  whicti  at  tend  upon  his  profes- 
sion ; who  can  content  himself  with  reasonable 
gains,  and  admits  that  he  is  not,  more  than  the  pri- 
vate citizen,  exempt  from  the  common  moral  obli- 
gation of  paying  his  debts  when  he  is  able  to  do 
so,  will  interpose  no  claims,  and  ask  no  such  pro- 
tection to  his  credit.  He  will  applaud  the  legisla- 
tor lor  passing  such  laws  as  will  protect  private 
righ  s,  private  property,  the  public  interests  of  his 
constituents,  and  public  liberty,  even  though  some 
of  those  laws  should  be  intended  to  restrain  the 
abuses  of  banking.  He  will  not  consider  efforts 
to  protect  the  public  morals  and  the  interests  of  the 
whole  people  against  any  and  all  threatened  dan- 
gers a3  hostile  to  him,  or  his  bank  ; and  if  such  a 
charge  is  to  come  Irom  those  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  banking,  it  is  to  be  looked  for  from  those 
only  who  are  conscious  of  a weakness  requiring 
the  aid  of  laws  such  as  that  now  proposed;  from 
those  who  have  enjoyed  the  monopoly  of  having 
their  notes  exclusively  made  the  legal  currency  of 
the  public  treasury,  until  the  wealth  and  power  ac- 
quired from  too  much  public  patronage  and  favor 
have  emboldened  them  to  demand  as  a right,  in  all 
situations,  the  exclusive  privileges  which  were 
only  accorded  to  relations  the  most  intimate,  and 
interests  perfectly  identical  between  them  and  the 
public,  or  from  those  whose  habit  of  leaning  upon 
the  public  treasury  for  support  has  become  so  con- 
firmed that  that  support  is  rendered  essential  to 
healthful  existence.  To  such,  the  refusal  to  pass 
this  part  of  the  resolution  may  seem  a hostile  act,  not 
because  they  believe  they  possess  the  right  to  de- 
mand the  protection,  but  because  they  feel  its  ne- 
cessity too  deeply  to  be  able  to  reason  as  to  the 
right. 

It  may  be  said,  as  it  has  been  said,  that  the  go- 
vernment is  believed  to  be  hostile  to  tile  state 
banks,  and  that  this  provision  of  the  resolution 
should  be  passed  to  rebut  so  injurious  a presump- 
tion. The  foundation  for  this  suggestion,  and  the 
character  of  the  remedy  recommended  for  the  sup- 
posed evil,  deserve  some  examination,  that  the 
public  mind  may  be  disabused  upon  both  points. 

First,  then,  what  foundation  is  there  for  the  alle- 
gation that  the  government  is  hostile  to  the  state 
banks,  and  is  prosecuting  an  exterminating  war 
against  them?  Previous  to  the  month  of  October, 
1833,  all  the  connexion  which  had  existed  between 
the  government  of  the  United  States  and  the  banks 
chartered  by  the  states,  for  a term  of  nearly  eighteen 
years,  had  been  prescribed,  formed,  and  conducted 
by  and  through  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  act- 


ing as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States.  The  committee,  in  a former  part  of  this 
report,  have  shown  what  that  connexion  was,  and 
how  far  it  extended.  It  consisted  in  the  reception, 
by  the  hank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches, 
“in  payment  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,” 
of  the  notes  of  such  state  banks  as  “ redeemed  their 
engagements  with  specie,”  and  were  “located  in 
the  city  or  place  ” where  the  receiving  hank  or 
brap.cli  was  located,  and  of  the  return  of  those  notes 
to  the  state  bank  which  issued  them  “at  least  once 
in  every  week,”  to  tie  redeemed  with  specie.  This 
was  the  character  and  extent  of  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  public  treasury  and  the  local  banks,  un- 
der the  fiscal  management  of  the  Bank  ol  the  Uni- 
ted States.  To  prepaie  lor  the  expiration  of  the 
charter  of  that  bank,  and  for  the  winding  up  of  its 
alfairs  as  a national  batik,  an  institution  which 
public  opinion  had  clearly  indicated  was  not  to  have 
existence  in  this  country  after  the  expiration  of 
that  charter,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  under 
the  direction  of  the  president,  ordered  the  public, 
money,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  October,  1833, 
to  be  made  in  certain  designated  state  banks,  and 
not  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  This  was 
the  commencement  of  a more  extensive,  intimate, 
and  responsible  connection  between  the  govern- 
ment and  the  local  banks.  It  was  matured  and 
continued  by  executive  direction,  without  arty  de- 
finitive action  on  the  part  of  congress,  until  the 
23d  day  of  June,  1836.  In  the  mean  time,  this  ac- 
tion-on the  part  of  the  executive  branch  of  the  go- 
vernment was  most  loudly  complained  of,  as  exhi- 
biting a spirit  of  favoritism  towards  the  local  banks, 
dangerous  to  the  public  treasure  of  the  nation, 
destructive  of  public  confidence,  arid  consequently 
of  public  and  private  credit;  as  rendering  certain 
the  entire  prostration  of  business,  and  the  dissemi- 
nation of  distress  and  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
land.  The  public  revenue,  however,  continued  to 
accumulate  with  a rapidity  theretofore  unexam- 
pled, and  business  took  a sudden  impetus,  which 
drove  it  from  a state  of  healthful  and  vigorous,  to 
one  of  wild  and  feverish  action  in  the  space  of  less 
than  two  years.  These  appearances  filled  the 
minds  of  many  of  the  friends  of  the  policy  of  the 
executive  with  anxiety  and  concern,  while  the 
complaints  of  the  opponents  of  the  policy  were 
changed  to  the  dangers  impending  over  the  nume- 
rous millions  of  the  public  money  in  the  insecure 
banks.;  the  improper  uses  to  which  the  money  was 
applied  by  the  institutions;  the  certainty  of  fatal 
derangements  in  the  paper  currency  to  be  caused 
by  the  excesses,  and  the  like.  At  this  crisis,  and 
on  the  23d  day  of  June,  1836,  the  act  was  passed 
entitled  “an  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the 
public  money.”  That  art  legalized  the  connexion 
between  the  government  and  the  banks,  and  pre- 
scribed regulations  of  law  for  its  future  continuance. 
Still  the  unnatural  accumulations  of  revenue  con- 
tinued, in  a manner,  to  alarm  the  minds  of  all,  and 
to  furnish  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  fearful 
excesses  in  banking,  and  in  the  use  of  credits  gen- 
erally. The  deposite  act  proposed  no  check  to 
this  state  of  things,  so  far  as  the  public  revenue 
w'as  concerned,  though  it  did  provide  another,  arid 
what  congress  considered  a safer  mode  of  keeping 
the  vast  amount  oftreasure  collected  and  collecting. 
No  other  action  of  congress  provided  this  check, 
and  as  much  the  greatest  excess  of  collections  com- 
ing in  from  the  lands,  after  the  adjournment  of 
congress,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1838,  and  on  the  llth 
day  of  that  month,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
under  the  direction  of  the  president,  issued  the 
order  respecting  the  medium  in  which  payments 
for  lands  would,  after  certain  periods  named,  be 
required  to  be  made.  This  order  first  changed  the 
tone  of  complaint  from  that  of  favoritism  on  the 
part  of  the  government  towards  the  local  banks,  to 
that  of  deadly  hostility  against  them.  Time  passed 
on,  liow'ever,  and  congress  met  and  adjourned 
again,  and  no  law  was  passed  affecting  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue  in  anv  of  ils  branches.  Tile 
order  had  had  the  effect  to  diminish  to  some  extent, 
but  to  a much  less  extent  than  was  anticipated  by 
its  friends  and  predicted  by  its  opponents,  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  and  to  lessen,  ill  the  same  pro- 
portion, the  accumulation  of  revenue  from  that 
source.  By  this  time,  also,  unequivocal  evidences 
of  a general  business  and  commercial  revulsion 
were  exhibiting  themselves  not  only  throughout 
this  country,  but  most  of  Ihe  commercial  countries 
of  Europe,  and  so  rapidly  did  the  change  sweep  on, 
that  before  the  expiration  of  the  month  of  May, 
1837,  with  a few  unimportant  exceptions,  all  the 
banking  institutions  of  the  United  States  were  in- 
duced to  suspend  the  payment  of  their  notes  in 
specie. 

This  produced  a new' and  embarrassing  state  of 
things  for  the  government.  All  the  means  of  the 
treasury  to  meet  the  current  expenditures  of  the 


country  were  on  deposite  in  the  banks,  and  they 
w ere,  by  law,  the  depositories  of  Ihe  accruing  re\  e- 
nne.  Still  the  act  making  them  so,  prohibited  the 
selection,  as  depositories,  of  any  but  specie-paying 
banks,  and  made  it  the  imperative  duty  of  Hie  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  to  discontinue  any  bank  as  a 
depository  which  should  “at  any  time  refuse  to  pay 
its  own  Hides  in  specie  if  demanded, ’’and  to  “with- 
draw from  it  tile  public  moneys  which  it  may  hold 
on  deposite  at  the  time  of  such  discontinuance.” 
The  deposite  banks,  therefore,  were  all  to  be  in- 
stantly discontinued,  and  t he  country  presented  no 
others  which  could  be  selected,  because  it  present- 
ed no  specie-paying  banks.  Hence  other  deposi- 
tories, riilferent fiom,  and  independentof,  the  banks, 
were  to  be  constituted,  and,  as  a natural  and  almost 
necessary  consequence,  the  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment, charged  with  the  collection  of  the  public 
dues,  were  charged  also  with  the  keeping  of  the 
money  collected,  until  it  was  required  for  disburse- 
ment. Another  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, made  equally  imperative  by  the  deposite  law, 
was  promptly  to  withdraw  from  the  banks,  which 
had  been  depositories  and  were  discontinued,  the 
public  moneys  held  by  them  on  deposite  at  the 
time  of  their  discontinuance.  The  performance  of 
this  duty  involved  greater  difficulty,  and,  indeed, 
was  rendered  impossible.  The  laws  which  have 
been  before  referred  to,  the  resolution  of  1816  being 
included,  limited  the  poweras  well  as  discretion  of 
the  secretary  of  tile  treasury,  as  to  the  currency  or 
media  of  payment,  he  was  at  liberty  to  receive 
from  the  banks,  or  from  any  other  public  debtors; 
and  neither  that  resolution,  nor  any  of  the  other 
laws,  permitted  him  to  take  in  payments  to  the 
United  States  the  notes  of  any  bank  which  did  not 
pay  its  notes  oil  demand  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States;  while  another  existing  law,  which 
will  be  hereafter  referred  to,  expressly  prohibited 
him  from  paying  out  such  notes.  The  suspension 
of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  was  extended,  as 
weli  to  their  public  and  private  deposites  as  to  their 
notes,  and  thpy,  therefore,  would  not  answer  the 
drafts  of  the  treasurer  in  any  currency  or  medium, 
which  the  law  permitted  him  either  to  receive  or 
disburse.  The  drafts  of  the  treasurer  (or  the  mo- 
neys held  on  deposite  by  the  banks,  at  the  time  of 
their  discontinuance  as  depositories,  were  conse- 
quently protested  for  non  payment  and  returned, 
and  little  or  nothing  was  realized  from  theireans 
on  hand,  at  the  time  of  the  suspension,  to  meet  the 
current  expenses  of  the  government.  To  a very 
great  extent,  and  from  the  operation  of  the  same 
causes,  the  accruing  revenue  was  cut  off,  and  the 
public  treasury  threatened  to  be  left  wholly  with- 
out means  to  meet  the  calls  upon  it.  The  notes  of 
the  uoR-specie  paying  banks  could  not  be  received 
in  payment  of  the  revenue  from  customs;  and  as 
the  merchants  could  not,  when  their  bonds  fell  due, 
obtain  specie  from  the  banks,  either  for  the  bank 
notes  or  for  their  own  private  deposiles,  they  could 
not  make  payment,  and  Ihe  bonds  lay  over  unpaid. 
It  is  true  the  revenue  from  public  lands  had  been, 
for  some  months,  collectable  in  specie  only,  except 
the  few  payments  in  Virginia  land  scrip;  but  Ihe 
suspension  by  the  banks  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
those  wishing  to  purchase  lands,  to  obtain  specie, 
to  so  great  an  extent  as  to  render  this  resource 
wholly  inadequate  to  the  supply  of  the  treasury. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  president  issued 
his  proclamation  to  convene  congress  on  the  first 
Monday  of  September  last.  In  the  mean  time  the 
debtor  banks  and  debtor  merchants  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  executive  officers  of  the  government, 
and,  until  congress  interposed,  were  subject  to  the 
treatment  w hich  those  officers  should  choose  to  ex- 
tend towards  defaulting  debtors.  Did  they  meet  a 
spirit  of  hostility?  Was  a warlike  course  of  mea- 
sures adopted?  Did  they  find  a disposition  to  ex- 
terminate manifested  in  the  lenity  and  forbearance 
extended,  certainly  without  law'. if  not  against  law? 
No  such  charge,  or  pretence,  from  the  parlies  in- 
terested, has  reached  Ihe  committee,  and  certain  it 
is  that  no  foundation  for  either  exists  in  the  true 
history  of  the  events. 

Next  in  the  order  of  time  came  the  message  of 
the  president,  communicated  to  congress  at  the 
commencement  of  the  extra  session,  and  in  this, 
and  the  annual  message  of  December  last,  are  sup- 
posed to  be  found  recommendations  by  which  lo 
sustain  this  charge  of  hostility  against  the  state 
banks. 

What  are  these  recommendations  in  substance? 
As  the  committee  recollect  and  understand  them, 
they  are  that  the  connection  which  had  existed  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  state  banks  for  the 
time,  to  the  extent,  and  in  tile  manner  before  re- 
lated, which  had  become  dissolved  by  tile  aclivi  ■ 
the  banks  themselves,  and  which  had  proved  .•  > 
disastrous  to  both  during  its  continuance,  should 
not  be  renewed;  that  thereafter  the  money  of  tha 
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people  should  be  kept  and  disbursed  by  the  ser- 
vants of  the  people,  and  not  by  the  officers  of  pri- 
vate incorporations;  in  short,  that  a system  for  the 
management  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  sub 
stantially  similar  to  that  forced  upon  the  govern- 
ment by  the  suspension  of  the  banks,  should  be 
adopted.  What,  then,  is  that  system!  The  com- 
mittee believe  they  can  answer  truly  that,  so  far  as 
the  state  banks  are  concerned,  it  is  a system,  in  its 
general  outline  and  action,  very  similar  lo  that  pre- 
scribed and  practised  upon  by  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  ameliorated  by  the  absence  of  that 
fearful  rivalship  in  the  business  of  banking,  which 
constituted  the  most  prominent  feature  of  that  over- 
shadowing institution;  ameliorated  in  some  other, 
to  the  state  institutions,  important  features,  and 
merely  transferring  the  agency  for  the  treasury, 
from  an  incorporated  bank,  to  public  officers,  se- 
lected and  appointed  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution  and  the  law,  and  responsible  to  the 
people,  and  the  regularly  constituted  tribunals  of 
the  country,  for  their  faithfulness  in  their  trusts. 

A very  brief  analysis  of  tile  two  systems,  compar- 
ing the  one  with  the  other  at  each  step  of  the  pro- 
cess, will  illustrate  this  position  of  the  committee. 

The  system  recommended  by  the  president  pro- 
poses to  make  public  officers,  at  the  points  required, 
the  fiscal  agents  of  tile  treasury,  and  not  the  state 
banks. 

The  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
made  it,  and  its  branches  the  fiscal  agents  of  the 
treasury,  and  not  the  state  banks. 

Tile  system  recommended  by  the  president  pro- 
poses that  the  public  officers,  to  whom  the  duty 
shall  be  assigned  by  law,  shall  be  the  depositaries 
of  the  public  money,  and  shall  receive,  kepp,  and 
disburse  the  same,  and  not  the  state  banks. 

The  charter  of  the  bank  made  it  and  its  branches 
the  depositaries  of  the  public  money,  and  the  agents 
of  the  treasury  to  receive,  keep,  and  disburse  the 
same,  and  not  the  state  banks. 

The  system  recommended  by  the  president  ne- 
cessarily excludes  all  use  of  the  public  money,  and 
all  business  by  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  treasury, 
which  can  come  in  competition  with  the  business 
of  the  state  banks. 

The  system  established  in  and  under  the  bank 
created  expressly  a competitor  too  powerful  for  the 
state  banks,  without  any  portion  of  the  public  pa- 
tronage, and  then  threw  into  its  lap  the  whole  pe- 
cuniary patronage  ot  tile  government,  thus  placing 
the  state  banks  entirely  at  its  mercy. 

The  system  recommended  by  the  president  does 
not  propose  so  to  legalize  any  bank  notes  as  a cur- 
rency, as  to  make  them  a tender  in  payment  of 
debts  at  the  treasury. 

The  charter  of  the  bank  made  all  its  notes  “pay- 
able on  demand”  a tender  in  payment  of  debts  at 
the  treasury,  but  did  not  give  that  preference  to 
similar  notes  of  the  state  banks. 

The  operation  of  the  system  recommended  by 
the  president  would  be  to  disburse,  in  payments  to 
the  public  creditors  any  notes  of  the  state  banks 
which  should  at  any  time  be  allowed  to  be  receiv- 
ed, and  the  disbursement  of  which  the  existing 
laws,  and  the  choice  secured  to  creditors,  should 
authorize. 

The  practice  of  the  bank  was  to  disburse  no  bank 
notes  but  its  own,  and  to  present  all  the  state  bank 
notes  it  received  in  payment  ot  the  revenue,  at 
least  once  in  every  week,  to  be  redeemed  with  spe- 
cie, and  to  receive  no  state  bank  notes  in  such  pay- 
ments, except  those  of  the  banks  located  at  the 
places  where  the  bank  and  its  branches  were  lo- 
cated. 

These  points  of  comparison  might  be  carried 
further,  but  the  committee  trust  the  above  are 
sufficient  for  their  purpose.  The  charge  they  are 
considering  is  that  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  the 
government  against  the  state  banks,  as  drawn  from 
the  recommendations  of  the  president.  These  re- 
commendations have,  under  the  imposing  appella- 
tion of  the  “sub-treasury  scheme,”  hecn  made  to 
occupy  a large  share  of  the-attention  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  excite  the  deep  alarm  of  a great  pro- 
portion of  those  interested  in  the  state  banking 
institutions.  It  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  the 
strongest  charges  of  hostility  have  come  from  those 
who  are  friendly  to  the  system  of  a national  bank 
for  the  management  of  our  finances;  and  hence  the 
committee  have  believed  it  fair  to  institute  this 
comparison,  so  far  as  the  influence  of  either  upon 
the  state  banks  is  concerned,  between  that  and  the 
system  recommended  .by  the  president.  Can  the 
friends  of  the  former- ciaim  a superiority  for  their 
system,  in  the  benefits  conferred  upon  the  local 
banking  institutions?  Can  they  claim  superior  ex- 
emptions from  the  checks  and  deprivations  which 
those  institutions  are  to  experience  under  either 
system?  Let  the  comparison  answer. 

" In  reference  to  any  benefits  anticipated  from 


financial  agencies  proceeding  from  the  treasury, 
both  systems  are  equal  to  the  state  banks.  Both 
deprive  them  wholly  of  those  benefits. 

In  reference  to  the  benefits  derived  from  the  de- 
posits and  use  of  the  public  moneys,  both  systems 
are  equal  to  the  state  hanks;  for  both  deprive  them 
of  those  benefits. 

In  reference  to  the  embarrassments  proceeding 
from  competition,  the  system  recommended  by  the 
president  is  wholly  favorable  to  the  state  banks.  It 
constitutes  no  rival,  and  prevents  all  rivalship 
growing  out  of  an  exclusive  use  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. The  national  bank  system  has  for  its  princi- 
pal object  the  creation  of  a commanding  and  an 
all  powerful  rival,  and  proposes  to  give  it  the  sole 
and  exclusive  benefit  ot  the  use  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. 

In  reference  to  the  benefits  derivable  from  a bank 
circulation  growing  out  of  the  management  of  the 
public  finances,  the  system  recommended  by  the 
president  is  also  wholly  favorable  to  the  state  in- 
stitutions, as  compared  with  the  other.  If  no  bank 
notes  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public  reve- 
nue, or  disbursed  to  the  public  creditors,  under  this 
system,  it  will  then  be  exactly  equal,  in  its  opera- 
tion upon  the  state  banks,  with  the  national  bank 
system,  as,  while  the  notes  of  the  bank,  under  the 
latter  system,  are  to  be  made  a legal  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,  it  is  to  receive  in  such 
payments  the  notes  of  no  state  banks  which  are 
not  at  its  door,  and  cannot  he  presented,  “at  least 
once  every  week,”  to  be  redeemed  with  specie;  a 
nominal  favor,  which  can  be  of  no  practical  value, 
and  may,  at  periods  of  embarrassment,  be  a serious 
injury  to  the  state  banks,  whose  notes  are  received 
lor  such  a purpose.  So  far  as  disbursements  are 
concerned  the  two  systems  must,  upon  this  hypo- 
thesis, be  always  equal  to  the  state  banks.  If, 
however,  congress  shall  permit,  to  any  extent,  or 
tor  any  period  of  time,  the  receipt,  or  disburse- 
ment, or  both,  of  bank  notes  in  the  management  of 
the  public  revenues,  the  state  banks,  under  the  sys- 
tem recommended  by  the  president,  would  have  all 
the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  such  permission, 
while  the  whole  benefits  would  be  exclusively  con- 
fined to  the  national  bank,  under  that  system,  the 
disbursements  being  always  confined  to  its  own 
notes. 

Is  the  government,  then,  justly  chargeable  with 
hostility  to  the  state  banks,  because  the  president 
has  recommended  such  a system  of  finance  lor  the 
approbation  of  congress?  Can  such  a charge  come 
with  propriety  from  the  friends  of  a national  bank? 
The  state  institutions  survived  and  prospered  un- 
der the  national  bank  system.  Surely,  then,  under 
one  so  very  similar  in  many  of  its  features,  and  so 
greatlv  ameliorated  in  others,  so  far  as  its  action 
upon  them  is  concerned,  they  cannot  be  extermi- 
nated; nor  can  it  be  said,  with  reason,  or  fairness, 
that  a system  so  ameliorated  towards  them,  has 
been  devised  for  their  destruction,  or  recommended 
from  an  unfriendly  spirit  towards  them. 

What  is  required  at  the  hands  of  congress  to  re- 
but this  unfounded  presumption  of  hostility?  To 
make  the  notes  of  the  eight  or  nine  hundred  banks 
of  the  country  a legal  tender,  so  fast  as  those  banks 
shall  resume  specie  payments.  Sweeping  remedy, 
truly,  for  an  imaginary  disease!  The  congress  of 
the  United  States  is  asked  to  change  its  whole 
policy;  to  abandon  the  hope  of  extending  and  ren- 
dering stable  and  firm  a specie  basis  for  the  paper 
currency  of  the  country:  to  throw  away  the  occa- 
sion now  offered,  when  coin  is  flowing  into  our 
ports;  and  to  adopt  and  legalize  bank  paper  as  the 
stahdard  of  currency  for  the  national  treasury;  and 
for  what?  Simply  to  rebut  the  suspicion  that  the 
government  is  hostile  to  the  banks. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  passage  of  this  clause  of 
the  resolution  is  not  made  desirable  by  this  cause 
singly;  but  that  the  inducement  it  will  hold  out  to 
the  banks  to  resume  specie  payments,  renders  its 
passage  proper  and  expedient.  That  a return  to 
specie  payments  by  the  state  banks  is  desirable  and 
important  to  every  interest,  public  and  private,  the 
committee  know  and  feel;  but  can  it  be  safe  or 
proper  for  congress  to  pass  a law  which,  so  far  as 
its  action  can  go,  shall  make  the  currency  of  the 
country  exclusively  paper,  as  an  inducement  to  the 
banks  to  pay  specie,  or  rather  lo  agree  to  pay  spe- 
cie, when  specie  will  be  no  longer  demanded?  Is 
it  incumbent  upon  congress  so  to  legislate  as  ne- 
cessary to  drive  all  specie  from  the  country,  by  in- 
terposing a legal  substitute  of  bank  paper,  as  a 
means  of  enabling  the  banks  to  pay  specie?  Will 
the  senate  go  further  in  holding  out  inducements  to 
produce  a return  to  specie  payments,  by  way  of 
endorsing  the  paper  of  the  banks,  than  the  states 
which  have  created  them  will  consent  to  go?  The 
committee  believe  that  some  of  the  states  have 
made  the  notes  of  such  of  their  banks  receivable, 
by  law,  at  the  state  treasury,  as  are  owned  in  part 


or  principally  by  the  state  itself;  thus  doing,  in 
this  respect,  what  congress  did  do,  in  reference  to 
the  two  Banks  of  the  United  States;  but  it  is  not 
believed  that  any  state  has  made  the  notes  of  its 
banks,  in  which  the  state  has  no  interest,  a legal 
tender  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  itself;  and  yet 
most  of  the  states  have  legislated  with  express  re- 
ference to  their  banking  institutions,  since  the  sus- 
pension of  apecie  payments  in  May,  1837. 

Another  argument  urged  for  the  adoption  of  this 
provision  is  that  tiie  limes  require  the  extension  of 
unusual  favor  towards  the  hanks.  The  committee 
have  reviewed  the  condition  of  our  monetary  affairs 
in  1816,  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  also  the  extreme  indul- 
gence which  congress  could  then  be  biouglitto  ex- 
tend to  the  state  banks  of  that  day;  and  will  it  be 
pretended  that  the  state  banks  now  present  stronger 
claims  upon  the  patronage,  and  favor,  and  indul- 
gence of  this  government  than  did  those  of  1816  ? 
There  is  a wide  and  marked  difference  in  the  rela- 
tions existing  between  the  government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  banks  in  1816  and  at  the 
present  time.  Then  the  principal  embarrassments 
of  the  banks  were  brought  upon  them  by  their  ad- 
vances to  the  government,  to  assist  it  through  the 
war;  which  money  the  government  coufd  not  pay. 
Now  the  principal  embarrassments  of  the  govern- 
ment are  brought  upon  it  by  having  advanced  mo- 
ney to  the  banks  for  safe  keeping,  which  they  can- 
not pay.  Still,  in  1816,  if  the  construction  of  the 
resolution  of  that  year,  as  given  by  the  committee, 
be  correct,  congress  would  only  permit  the  recep- 
tion nf  the  notps  of  the  banks  at  the  treasury,  at 
the  option  of  the  fiscal  officers  of  the  government, 
after  they  should  have  resumed  specie  payment. 
If  cotigress  is  not  disposed  to  go  further  now  to 
favor  the  banks  than  it  wenl  then,  it  is  sufficient 
to  say  that  the  resolution  then  passed  is  still  in 
force,  and  as  applicable  to  banking’  institutions  now 
as  it  was  then,  if  they  will  bring  themselves  wilhin 
its  provisions,  and  to  allay  all  cause  of  apprehen- 
sion upon  the  subject,  either  as  to  the  understand- 
ing of  the  collecting  officers  of  the  government,  or 
as  to  the  exercise  of  their  discretion  under  that 
resolution,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  information  has 
already  reached  this  city  that,  in  a few  commer- 
cial towns  where  a resumption  is  known  to  have 
taken  place,  the  notes  of  the  resuming  hanks  are 
freely  received  in  payment  of  duties,  postages,  and 
all  other  public  dues. 

Is  it  desirable,  for  any  purpose,  that  a wider 
circulation  should  be  given  to  the  notes  of  these 
specie  paying  banks  by  the  action  of  this  govern- 
ment ? That  they  should  be  made  a legal  tender 
in  the  payment  of  debts  to  the  United  States  in  all 
parts  of  the  union?  The  committee  think  this  is 
not  desirable,  and  would  not  be  useful  to  the  banks 
themselves;  and  they  are  certain  it  would  be  emi- 
nently hazardous  to  the  treasury  to  give  them  that 
currency.  It  would  almost  certainly  lead  again  to 
dangerous  expansions  on  the  part  of  tile  banks,  and 
to  a repetition  of  the  recent  scenes  of  revulsion, 
contraction,  and  depression;  and  were  these  scenes 
again  to  be  repeated,  and  under  such  a law,  the 
government  might  not  escape  as  it  has  lately  done. 

Take  an  instance  as  an  illustration.  Suppose 
the  resumption  to  have  become  perfect,  and  that 
the  banks  are  all  reinstated  in  the  public  confidence, 
and  are  all  believed  to  be  “ sound.”  The  provision 
of  the  resolution  then  acts  upon  their  notes  with 
the  force  of  law,  and  compels  their  receipt  in  all 
payments  to  the  United  States.  Some  one  among 
the  whole  number  gets  into  the  hands  of  bad  and 
unprincipled  managers,  and  its  powers  are  em- 
ployed  in  the  purchase  of  the  public  lands.  Noth- 
ing is  to  be  done  but  to  fill  up  and  sign  a sufficient 
amount  of  its  notes,  and  present  them  simultane- 
ously at  the  various  land  offices;  and  before  the 
fraud  can  be  discovered  or  counteracted,  any  quan- 
tity of  the  public  domain  may  be  received  in  ex- 
change for  the  paper,  even  to  the  last  acre  open 
for  sale.  This,  the  committee  are  aware,  is  sup- 
posing an  extreme  case;  but  it  is  by  presenting 
such  to  the  mind,  that  the  facility  with  which 
frauds  may  be  practised,  similar  in  character,  but 
less  in  extent,  is  made  apparent.  And  so  exten- 
sive is  the  public  domain,  and  so  numerous  the 
banks  whose  notes  are  to  be  made  a legal  tender 
in  payment  for  them,  that  all  must  see  the  strong- 
est grounds  for  apprehension  under  such  a-system. 
In  the  other  great  branch  of  the  public  revenue, 
the  customs,  frauds  of  this  character  cannot  be 
practised,  but  by  the  aid  of  so  much  real  capital  as 
to  afford  a very  safe  protection  against  them.  The 
goods  must  be  purchased  in  foreign  countries,  where 
capital  or  solid  credit  only  will  procure  them,  and 
the  paper  will  merely  pay  the  duties  ; while  in 
tile  purchase  of  the  lands  there  is  no  other  limit 
than  the  quantity  of  the  paper  made  a legal  tender, 
or  the  quantity  of  the  lands  in  the  market. 
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Xu  eveiy  aspect  in  wliicli  the  committee  have 
been  able  to  view  this  subject,  they  see  nothing 
but  evil  nicely  to  follow  from  tne  passage  of  this 
part  of  the  resolution;  evil  to  the  treasury,  evil  to 
the  currency  generally,  and  evil  to  the  banks  them- 
selves. They,  therefore,  most  earnestly  hope  it 
may  not  receive  the  approbation  ol  Congress. 

The  third  clause  of  the  resolution,  compelling 
the  disbursement  of  the  bank  notes,  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

“ And  (the  bank  notes  made  receivable  and  received) 
shall  be  subsequently  disbursed,  in  a course  of  public 
expenditure,  to  all  public  creditors  who  are  willing  to 
receive  them.” 

This  part  of  the  resolution  has,  at  least,  the  merit 
of  being  new,  and  is  not,  like  both  the  other  por- 
tions, a repetition  of  any  previous  action  of  the 
senate  during  its  present  session.  So  far  as  the 
observation  of  the  committee  has  extended,  it  can 
claim  greater  novelty,  as  they  have  not  found  any 
previous  proposition  made  to  congress  to  comjiel 
the  disbursement  of  bank  notes  in  payment  ot  the 
public  dues.  On  the  contrary,  they  have  found 
numerous  propositions,  and  several  laws,  to  restrain, 
limit,  and  even  prohibit,  disbursements  in  such  a 
medium. 

If  the  former  clause  of  the  resolution  should  be 
rejected,  the  committee  suppose  this  would  fall 
with  it,  as  they  are  not  prepared  to  expect  that  any 
will  urge  a compulsory  provision  for  making  the 
public  disbursements  in  bank  paper,  mere  broad 
than  the  piovisions  of  law  for  the  reception  of  the 
same  paper.  Such  is  not  the  character  of  the  pro- 
position, as  it  stands  in  the  resolution,  and  the 
senate  will  not  certainly  be  inclined,  by  any  action 
on  its  part,  to  give  it  that  character. 

Upon  the  supposition,  however,  that  both  of  the 
clauses  should  pass,  and  become  a part  of  the  law, 
regulating  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  revenue,  the  action  of  the  latter  upon  the 
treasury,  and  the  public  disbursements,  deserves 
some  notice. 

If  the  committee  understand  the  fair  construc- 
tion and  effect  of  this  last  clause,  it  would  be  a pos- 
itive prohibition  upon  the  fiscal  officers  against 
presenting  for  payment  in  coin  at  the  bank  which 
issued  it,  any  bank  note,  received  in  conformity 
with  the  requirements  of  the  second  clause,  until 
that  note  had  been  first  offered  in  payment  to  some 
public  creditor,  and  that  creditor  had  refused,  or 
expressed  his  unwillingness,  to  receive  it.  If  this 
be  the  true  construction  of  the  provision,  and  the 
committee  are  unable  to  discover  how  the  terms 
used,  and  the  connection  in  which  they  are  used, 
can  admit  of  any  other,  then  it  appears  to  them 
that  the  inconvenient  consequences  they  will  pro- 
ceed to  name  must  follow. 

Take  the  disbursements  in  our  Indian  depart- 
ment, and  suppose  the  revenue  to  be  disbursed  is 
paid  in  bank  paper,  as  it  will  be  very  certain  to  be 
when  all  the  bank  paper  of  the  country  shall  be 
made  a tender  in  payment  of  debts  at  the  treasury. 
The  annuities  are  to  be  paid  to  the  Indians  residing 
in  the  Indian  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  means  of  payment  consist  of  that  variety  of 
bank  paper  which  would,  under  such  a system  of 
finance,  compose  the  ordinary  receipts  at  the  trea- 
sury. The  agent,  to  make  the  payment,  must  take 
the  paper,  go  to  the  Indian  country,  offer  his  bank 
paper  to  the  proper  individuals  of  each  tribe,  or 
band,  meet  their  refusal  to  receive  it,  as  he  certainly 
would  if  the  Indians  were  left  free  to  act,  and  then 
do  what?  Either  return  to  the  settlements  and  sell 
the  notes  for  the  best  price  they  will  command  in 
coin,  or  seek  out  among  the  states  the  various 
banks  whose  notes  he  holds,  present  them  at  their 
counters  for  payment  in  coin,  and  make  a second 
journey  to  the  Indian  territory. 

Take,  again,  the  disbursements  to  the  army. 
The  principal  part  of  it  is  always  at  remote  fron- 
tier stations.  The  funds  to  pay  the  troops  are,  like 
all  the  other  revenues,  collected  in  indiscriminate 
bank  paper.  The  paymaster  is  fitted  out  as  was  the 
Indian  agent,  in  the  supposed  case,  and,  were  the 
soldier  to  have  really  his  free  choice,  would  be 
quite  as  certain  to  meet  with  the  same  refusal  to 
receive  the  paper.  In  that  event  his  course  would, 
from  necessity,  be  the  same  which  has  been  pointed 
out  for  the  agent. 

Take  the  disbursements  in  the  naval  service,  and 
how  are  a portion  of  them  to  be  made,  without  an 
actual  violation  of  the  spirit  of  this  provision?  At 
the  navy  yard,  upon  the  vessels  in  port,  and  the 
like,  the  notes  might  be  offered,  or  paid,  as  in  the 
former  cases;  but  they  certainly  could  not  be  trans- 
ported, a3  means,  abroad  to  sustain  the  vessels 
and  crew  upon  a foreign  station,  and  the  necessity 
of  the  case  would  compel  the  fiscal  officers  to  pre- 
sume a refusal,  to  enable  them  to  convert  the  notes 
into  current  means. 


These  are  but  a few  of  the  vast  number  of  cases 
where  similar  difficulties  would  be  met  with;  and, 
under  those  which  have  been  enumerated,  how 
much  freedom  oi  choice  is  it  likely  would  be  lelt 
to  the  public  creditors?  Take  the  Indian,  and  who 
does  not  know  that  the  agent,  situated  as  in  the 
supposed  case,  would  give  him  at  once  to  under- 
stand that  lie  must  take  the  paper,  or  wait  his  (the 
agent’s)  pleasure  for  the  specie?  And  who  does 
not  af>o  know  that  this,  to  the  Indian’s  feelings 
and  wants,  would  be  equivalent  to  saying  he  must 
take  the  paper  or  nothing,  and  would  speedily  con- 
vert him  into  a public  creditor,  willing  to  receive  Ike 
paper ? 

So  with  the  soldier  upon  a remote  station.  His 
small  wages  and  numerous  wants  render  the  pe- 
riodical rounds  of  the  paymaster  much  less  fre- 
quent than  would  be  desirable  to  him,  even  il  there 
be  no  question  about  his  pay  when  those  periods 
arrive;  but  let  the  paymaster  offer  him  bank  notes, 
and  tell  him,  if  he  decline  to  take  them,  he  must 
wait  until  it  shall  be  his  (the  paymaster’s)  duty  to 
visit  the  post  again,  and  how  will  he  chose;  or, 
rather,  what  choice  will  he  have?  The  compulsion 
of  debts  and  want  must  decide  the  question;  and 
he  too  becomes  a public  creditor,  willing  to  take 
the  paper. 

So  with  the  sailor,  with  the  laborers  at  the  navy 
yards,  and  indeed  in  all  branches  ol  the  public  ser- 
vice. Let  the  true  test  be  applied.  Let  the  pay- 
ing agents  be  sent  with  gold  or  silver  and  paper. 
Let  them  otter  each,  and  ask  for  the  choice,  and 
then  ttiese  public  creditors,  the  classes  most  strongly 
appealing  to  congress  for  protection,  will  be  free  to 
choose.  And  w ho  doubts  how  they  will  choose  under 
such  circumstances?  The  targe  creditors,  the  banks, 
the  merchants,  and  the  principal  contractors,  may 
have  the  choice  under  such  disbursing  regulations, 
because  they  may  have  the  means  and  ability  to  wait 
until  the  consequences  of  their  refusal  to  take  the 
paper  can  be  obviated  by  its  conversion;  but  to 
them  this  choice  is  of  little  moment  in  the  compari- 
son, as  they  are  engaged  in  business,  and  located 
at  points,  where  the  paper,  if  really  that  of  sound 
specie-paying  banks,  may  be  converted  into  coin  by 
themselves  without  material  delay  or  loss.  They, 
too,  are  judges  of  the  paper,  and  can  gain  the  re- 
quired information  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  banks, 
and  may  therefore  make  their  selections  from  tin- 
paper  offered.  Not  so  the  Indian  ir.  the  wilderness, 
the  soldier  at  the  frontier  post,  the  sailor  in  service, 
or  the  common  laborers  upon  the  public  works,  and 
hence  they  can  have  no  choice,  in  fact,  unless  the 
gold  or  silver  be  presented  to  them,  w'ith  the  paper, 
and  they  be  permitted  to  make  the  choice  between 

them,  on  the  spot.  This  provision,  as  to  them, 
would,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  operate 
to  make  the  paper  a tender  in  payment  of  their 
dues  from  the  government;  not  a forced  tender  it  is 
true,  but  none  the  less  a tender  in  practice. 

If  the  construction  which  the  committee  gave  to 
this  provision  be  correct,  it  must  have  the  follow- 
ing dangerous  operation  upon  the  treasury.  The 
paper  cannot  be  converted  into  coin  until  it  has 
been  offered  to  a public  creditor  and  declined.  If, 

then,  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  be  more  than 
are  required  for  disbursement,  it  would  seem  to  be 
a necessary  consequence  th at  the  excess,  whatever 
ever  it  may  be,  and  by  whomsoever  kept,  must  be 
kept  in  bank  notes.  It  cannot  be  offered  to  a pub- 
lic creditor,  because  there  is  no  public  creditor,  in 
the  supposed  case,  to  whom  to  offer  it.  It  is  an  ex- 
cess beyond  the  amount  of  money  required  for  the 
payment  of  all  the  public  creditors.  In  this  respect, 
the  provision  will  have  the  effect  to  repeal  the  se- 
cond article  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  deposite 
law  of  183(5,  so  far  as  credits  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States  are  concerned,  in  case  the  banks 
are  to  be  again  made  the  depositories  of  the  pub- 
lic money.  This  section  prescribes  the  terms 
upon  which  the  banks  are  to  receive  the  public 
money,  and  the  first  clause  of  the  second  article  is 
iri  these  words: 

Secondly.  “ To  credit  as  specie  all  sums  deposited 
therein  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
Stales ,”  See.  and  it  would  surely  be  a contradiction 
to  require  that  to  be  credited  “ as  specie ” which  the 
law  requires  should  be  kept  and  disbursed  in  paper. 
The  effect  upon  the  treasury  and  the  banks,  of  re- 
quiring the  revenues,  and  especially  such  surpluses 
as  may  from  time  to  time  exist,  to  be  kept  in  paper, 
is  too  palpable  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  commit- 
tee to  comment  upon  it.  The  risk  to  the  public 
funds  would  be  that  which  exists  between  laying  up 
for  preservation  specie  and  bank  notes,  and  the 
necessary  effect  upon  the  banks  would  be  to  induce 
an  expansion  equal  to  the  amount  of  their  notes 
known  to  he  locked  up  for  safe-keeping  in  the  de- 
positories of  the  government. 

This  provision  of  the  resolution,  also,  if  passed, 


must  repeal  the  second  section  ol  the  act  entitled 
“an  act  making  appropriations  lor  the  pay  merit  ot 
revolutionary  and  oilier  pensioners  ol  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-six,”  passed  on  the  14th  day  of  April,  1836. 
That  section  is  in  the  words  following: 

“Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  here- 
after, no  bank  note  of  a less  denomination  than  ten 
dollars,  and  that  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March, 
Anno  Domini  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven, 
no  bank  note  of  a less  denomination  than  twenty 
dollars  shall  be  offered  in  payment,  in  any  case 
whatsoever,  in  which  money  is  to  be  paid  by  the 
United  States,  or  the  post  office  department;  nor 
shall  any  hank  note,  of  any  denomination,  be  so 
offered,  unless  the  same  shall  be  payable,  and  paid 
ori  demand,  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  at  the  place  w here 
issued,  and  which  shall  riot  be  equivalent  to  specie 
at  the  place  where  offered,  and  convertible  into  gold 
or  silver  upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of  the  holder, 
and  without  delay  or  loss  to  him;  Provided,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  he  construed  to  make 
any  thing  but  gold  or  silver  a legal  tender  by  any 
individual,  or  by  the  United  States.” 

If  the  second  and  third  clauses  of  the  resolution 
be  read  together,  and  the  connection  between  them 
marked,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  third  must  be  un- 
derstood to  require  the  disbursement  of  any  bank 
notes  w hich  the  second  permits  to  he  received. — 
The  last  clause  of  the  5th  section  of  the  deposite 
law  of  1836,  prohibits  the  receipt,  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue,  of  any  bank  note  of  a less  de- 
nomination than  five  dollars.  It  may,  perhaps,  be 
fairly  questioned  whether  the  second  clause  of  the 
resolution  should  not  be.  so  construed  as  to  repeal 
this  prohibition  of  the  deposile  law,  and  compel 
the  receipt  of  all  noles,  of  any  denomination,  which 
any  “sound  bank”  shall  issue  and  make  payable, 
and  pay  on  demand,  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States;  but,  without  raising  that  question, 
that  clause  undoubtedly  authorizes  and  compels  the 
receipt  of  all  notes  of  denominations  not  prohibited 
by  that  section  of  the  deposite  act,  and  consequent- 
ly the  third  clause  must  repeal  the  first  part  of  the 
section  above  quoted  from  the  pension  act,  confin- 
ing the  disbursements  to  notes  of  higher  denomina- 
’ions.  The  second  provision  of  that  section  cannot 
stand,  because  this  third  clause  of  the  resolution 
compels  the  offering  of  bank  nofps,  at  all  places, 
and  in  payment  of  all  public  creditors,  without  re- 
gard to  the  limitations  there  imposed  and  prescrib- 
ed. This  covers  and  repeals  the  whole  section,  ex- 
cept the  proviso;  and,  besides  the  consideration  that 
it  falls  with  the  section,  if  the  views  entertained  by 
the  committee,  as  before  expressed,  be  correct,  this 
resolnlion  will  so  operate  as  to  make  bank  notes, 
in  effect,  “a  legal  tender”  by,  as  well  as  to,  “the 
United  States.” 

The  committee  will  close  this  report  by  saying 
that,  up  to  this  time,  congress  has  seemed  to  suppose 
that  the  tendency  to  use  bank  paper  in  payments 
from  the  United  States,  was  sufficiently  strong, 
without  either  its  encouragement  or  compulsion; 
and  that  the  safety  of  the  public  treasure,  and  the 
necessities  as  well  as  convenience  of  the  public  dis- 
bursements, required  that  the  treasurer  and  his  fiscal 
agents  should  have  the  power,  at  pleasure,  to  con- 
vert the  bank  notes  received  in  the  collections  of 
the  public  revenue  into  coin.  This  has  ever  been 
the  power  possessed  by  those  officers,  as  well  in  re- 
ference to  the  notes  of  the  two  banks  of  the  United 
States,  the  receipt  of  which  at  the  treasury  was 
compulsory,  ns  to  the  notes  of  the  state  banks,  the 
receipt  of  which  was  merely  permissive.  Hence 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  adopted  and  pursued 
the  system  of  converting  into  coin,  “at  least  once 
every  week,”  all  the  notes  of  state  banks  received 
by  it  in  payments  of  the  revenue  of  the  Uinted 
States.  This  practice  was  approved  and  applauded 
in  that  bank,  as  adding  to  the  security  of  the  public 
treasure,  and  imposing  a healthful  and  salutary 
check  upon  the  local  banks.  Will  not  the  same 
good  results  follow  from  a precisely  similar  practice 
on  the  part  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  any  other  fiscal  agents  of  the  treasury  which  the 
law  may  appoint?  Can  the  same  act,  performed  by 
a national  bank,  be  useful  and  salutary,  and,  per- 
formed by  an  officer  of  the  government,  be  evil  and 
mischievous,  and  require  interdiction  by  law? — 
Would  the  public  treasure,  in  the  shape  of  state  bank 
notes,  be  unsafe  in  the  keeping  of  a national  bank, 
and  therefore  require  the  weekly  conversion  ofthose 
notes  into  coin?  And  will  that  same  treasure,  in  the 
same  shape,  be  safe  in  the  keeping  of  the  state  banks 
themselves,  or  in  that  of  public  officers,  so  as  to  re- 
quire a prohibition  against  its  conversion  to  coin, 
and  to  force  its  disbursement  in  paper  in  pavm?  > ‘ 
the  debts  of  the  government?  These  questions  so  , 
to  I he  committee  ro  admit  of  but  one  answer,  and 
that  answer,  in  substance,  is,  that  this  part  of  the 
resolution  ought  not  to  become  a law. 
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CHRONICLE. 

Rail  roads.  The  several  links  in  the  great  chain  of 
rail  roads  between  the  North  river  and  Lake  Erie, 
parallel  to  the  Erie  canal,  are  either  finished  or  in  pro- 
gress. The  Albany  and  Schenectady,  and  Schenectady 
and  Utica  roads  are  both  in  successful  operation;  the 
Utica  and  Syracuse  road  is  expected  to  be  completed 
by  July  next;  the  road  front  Syracuse  to  Auburn  is  in 
operation;  the  Auburn  and  Rochester  road  is  under 
contract;  the  Tonawonda  road,  from  Rochester  to  Ba- 
tavia is  in  operation;  and  the  stock  of  the  Batavia  and 
Buffalo  road,  the  lust  link  in  the  chain,  is  subscribed. 
In  about  a year  from  this  time  there  will  be  a complete 
line  of  railroads  from  Albany  to  Buffalo,  which  will 
touch  the  Erie  canal  at  ail  the  flourishing  towns  above 
mentioned.  The  travel  on  the  links  already  completed 
is  large,  and  when  the  entire  chain  is  finished,  it  must 
be  very  great.  [ Baltimore  American. 

We  are  informed  by  one  of  the  agents  of  the  Balti- 
more railroad  company,  that  three  of  the  burthen  cars 
at  ached  to  a train  were  yesterday  precipitated  into 
the  Susquehanna,  at  Havre-de  Grace,  owing  to  the 
cartlessness  of  the  attendant  not  putting  down  the 
stay.  They  were  thrown  over  a steamboat  into  the 
river,  damaging  310,000  worth  of  goods. 

[Philadelphia  Herald  and  Sentinel. 

Awful  affair.  Yesterday  afternoon,  about  dusk,  as 
several  regiments  of  troops  who  had  been  on  parade 
duty  at  Harlem,  were  returning  to  the  city,  while  on 
the  third  avenue  near  26.h  street,  an  Irish  carman 
named  Michael  Daly,  met  the  advance  column,  and 
seizing  a rung  from  his  cart  he  beat  his  horse  there- 
\\  it h,  and  dashed  into  the  midst  of  the  troop,  knocking 
down  and  running  over  several,  and  wounding,  and 
bruising  many  more  in  a shocking  manner.  The 
3.1  regiment  were  in  advance,  and  through  the 
whole  line  of  this  body  the  villain  forced  his  way,  and 
partly  through  the  ninth  regiment,  which  followed  next 
in  Order.  Before  his  course  was  stopped,  one  dragoon’s 
horse  was  knocked  do  wn  and  the  rider  dangerously  j 
wounded  by  the  fall. 

Tito  excitement  among  the  troops  and  citizens  around 
was  dreadful, — all  order  and  subordination,  was  lost, 
and  the  men  rushed  to  the  scene  from  all  points.  Daly 
was  slabbed  in  innumerable  places  with  bayonets  and 
swords,  and  received  a deep  cut  over  the  head  with  a 
cutlass. 

Alderman  Hall  who  was  fortunately  present,  in  com- 
mand of  one  of  the  regiments,  succeeded  in  rescuing 
Duly  front  certain  death;  and  officers  Rose  and  Jones, 
with  the  aid  of  others,  conveyed  him  to  the  upper  po- 
lice, where  he  was  committed.  Our  informant  states 
that  more  than  fifty  persons  must  have  been  more  or 
less  injured  by  the  horse  and  cart,  and  it  is  rumored 
that  two  had  already  died.  Daly  was,  at  the  last  ac- 
counts, still  living,  though  most  shockingly  cut  up  and 
mangled.  [IV.  Y.  Express. 

Gambling  on  a large  scale.  A letter  from  Dublin,  in 
the  London  Times,  says  that  runt-ors  were  current  to 
the  effect  that  an  Irish  peer,  who  succeeded,  outlie 
death  of  his  father,  to  an  estate  of -€15,000  a year,  and 
nearly  €100,000  in  the  funds,  had  lost  every  shilling 
over  which  he  had  control,  by  gaming,  even  It)  his  life 
interest  in  his  magnificent  entailed  estate.  Two  other 
members  of  the  peerage  are  said  to  have  had  the  pluck- 
ing of  this  fat  pigeon.  From  some  hints  thrown  out  in 
the  letter,  we  infer  that  the  “Irish  peer’’  is  no  other  than 
Lo  d Powcrscourt,  who  was  in  this  city  not  very  long 
ago,  and  who  so  grievously  disappointed  some  of  our 
belles,  it  is  said,  by  afterward  marrying  a daughter  of 
the  earl  of  Roden.  [N.  Y.  Com.  Adc. 

Physiognomy  of  sheep — Extraordinary  fact.  A tri- 
fling wager  was  decided  a short  time  since  between 
Mr.  Richard  Mathews,  of  Huxham,  and  Mr.  Wippell, 
of  Roeway,  in  the  parish  of  Rowe,  which  proves  the 
accuracy  of  memory  and  power  of  observation  pos- 
sessed by  the  latter  gentleman  in  the  physiognomy 
of  sheep.  Mr.  Wippell  engaged  to  take  sixty  ewes 
promiscuously  out  of  his  flock,  and  to  have  their  lambs 
penned  off  from  them  at  a distance  out  of  sight,  and  to 
go  to  the  ewes,  fix  upon  them,  and  proceed  to  the 
Iambs,  and  select  the  Iamb  belonging  to  the  ewe,  point- 
ed out,  and,  vice  versa,  to  take  a lamb,  and  go  and 
mint  out  the  dam  amongst  the  ewes.  The  ewes  and 
ambs  were  accordingly  penned  off  separately.  An 
ewe  was  taken  cut  of  the  pen  by  the  umpires,  and  Mr. 
W.  directly  went  and  selected  the  lamb  belonging  to 
her;  the  judges  were  immediately  satisfied  by  the  ma- 
ternal tokens  of  recognition  of  the  fact;  a Iamb  was 
then  brought  out,  and  he  went  immediately  arid  select- 
ed the  ewe.  that  owned  it.  Another  ewe  was  taken 
out,  and  Mr.  Wippell  said  “that  ewe  has  two  lambs,” 
and  he  proceeded  tilt  49  out  of  60  had  been  tried,  the 
spectators  declaring  themselves surprised,  and  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  trial.  One  instance  was  very  extra- 
ordinary. A lamb  was  selected,  and  he  said  to  the 
boy,  “go  and  letch  an  ewe  with  a tuft  of  wool  growing 
out  of  her  neck.’’  It  was  fetched  and  proved  lo  be  the 
dam.  This  wonderful  instance  of  memory  and  obser- 
vation was  proved  before  Mr.  May,  Mr.  J.  Player,  Mr. 
Mathews,  and  Mr.  Moxliay.  Mr.  Wippell  offered  to 
bet  $100  to  $1,  that  he  cpuld  at  any  time  repeat  it. 

[Western  Luminary. 

Gov.  Everett,  in  his  speech  at  New  Bedford  in  be- 
half of  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument,  said:  “Had  I the 
wealth  of  the  Indies,  and  the  streng'h  of  a giant,  I 
would  carry  the  top  of  that  shaft  beyond  the  flight  of 
the  eagle — nay,  I would  raise  it  to  the  home  of  the 
sunbeam. 


Baltimore  Inspections,  City  Register’s  office,  Oct.  9. 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal.  The  following 
statement  shows  the  kinds  and  quantities  of  articles 
which  passed  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal, 
from  the  opening  of  the  navigation  on  the  17th  March, 
to  the  1st  September,  1833.  We  copy  it  from  the  Phila- 
delphia Commercial  List: 

From  Chesa-  From  the 
peake  to  the  Delaware 


Delaware. 

to  Chesa- 

ARTICLES. 

peake. 

Bacon, 

pounds. 

42  500 

436,803 

Bark,  (hhds.  and  cords)  tons 

999 

17 

Coal,  Anthracite 

10  165 

Flour, 

barrels, 

7,332 

2,509 

Fish,  sailed 

do 

5,069 

40 

fresh  in  bulk 

vessels, 

138 

Grain,  wheat 

bushels, 

109,342 

5,691 

Rye 

“ 

5,598 

Guts 

it 

6,620 

7,936 

Corn  & Cot- 

n Meal 

40,627 

29,406 

Hides 

number, 

6.610 

Iron 

ton-. 

2,197 

190 

Lead,  white  and  red,  pounds, 

106,111 

Leather 

do 

103,108 

Lumber*  si 

perficial  feet,  13,197,133 

207,415 

Timber* 

cubic  feet, 

902,133 

S. tingles 

number, 

5,135,896 

Staves,  pipe,  hhd. 

and  bbl.  no. 

666,077 

Lime 

tons, 

1,708 

Limestone 

“ 

2,681 

Oil,  Linseed 

bbis. 

331 

Spirits,  Domestic, 

hhds. 

46 

599 

do 

bbis. 

•107. 

4,218 

Ale,  Beer  & 

Porter,  bbls. 

544 

Tobacco 

hhd-. 

82 

608 

Wool 

pounds, 

82,965 

16,590 

Wood,  hickory,  o 

ak  & pine,  cds.  12,782 

1,146 

Window  glass 

boxes. 

2,222 

Vessels  passing  empty 

85 

1,312 

Total  number  of 

vesse's 

2,172 

1,974 

*During  the  same  period  in  1837,  there  passed,  of 
Lumber,  7,233,300  feet. 


Timber,  950,233  feet. 

The  highest  inhabited  places  in  the  known  world 
are  in  Peru.  The  cottages  at  the  source  of  the  Anco- 
marca,  are  at  am  elevation  of  15,720  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea.  The  village  of  Tacora  is  14,275  feet  high. 
Potosi,  once  containing  a population  of  150,000  is 
13,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

Titles.  The  following  is  an  extract  of  a letter  from 
gen.  Charles  Lee,  to  Patrick  Henry,  then  governor  of 
Virginia: 

“For  my  own  part,  I would  as  lief  they  would  put 
ratsbane  in  my  month,  as  the  excellency,  with  which 
I ant  crammed.  How  much  more  true  dignity  was 
there  in  the  simplicity  of  address  among  the  Romans: — 
Marcus  Tullius  Cicero,  Decitno  Bruto  Imperatori,  or 
Caio  Marcello  Consuli,  than  to  “his  excellency  major 
general  Noodle,’’  or  to  the  “honorable  John  Doodle.’’ 
My  objections  are  perhaps  trivial  and  whimsical;  but, 
for  my  soul,  I cannot  help  staling  them.  If,  therefore, 
I should  sometimes  address  a letter  to  you,  without  the 
excellency,  tacked,  you  must  not  esteem  it  a mark  of 
personal  or  official  disrespect,  but  the  reverse." 

Curious  calculation.  In  one  of  the  spinning  and 
power  loom  establishments  in  Bury,  England,  there 
are  1,140  looms  at  work.  An  intelligent  book-keep- 
er, at  the  works,  has  made  the  following  calcula- 
tion:— The  shuttle  of  each  loom,  in  traversing  through 
the  shed  formed  by  the  warp,  passes  over  a space 
of  3 fee'  5 inches  at  least;  some  more,  but  none  less 
than  that.  Whilst  at  work,  the  shuttle  is  thrown 
100  times  per  minute,  or  27,000  feet  per  hour.  The 
looms  are  in  operation  12  hours  per  day — consequently 
each  shuttle  traverses  324,000  feet,  or  61  miles  640 
yards  in  one  day.  Amongst  so  many  looms,  there 
will  be  always  some  standing,  and  assuming  that  1,000 
are  kept  constantly  at  work, for  12  hours  each  day,  the 
shuttles  will  travel  61,363  miles  and  1,220  yards  each 
day,  or  though  a space  almost  equal  to  2 1-2  times  the 
circumferanee  of  the  earth,  in  the  short  period  of  12 
hours! 

Astounding  facts.  In  the  town  of  Dover,  N.  IT,  the 
committee  ot  the  Young  Men’s  Temperance  society 
have,  from  careful  investigation,  ascertained  the  fol- 
lowing; facts: 

1.  Of  975  voters,  whose  names  were  on  the  check 
list,  108  were  drunkards,  and  204  others  were  moderate 
drinkers. 

2.  Nearly  one  hundred  men  in  the  town  have  been 
slain  in  the  prime  of  life  by  strong  drink  within 

20  years. 

3.  Seventy-two  widow's  out  of  116  were  reduced  to 
widowhood  by  intemperance. 

4.  Of  295  orphans,  199  (more  than  two-thirds)  were 
made  such  by  the  same  means. 

5.  Of  34  tenants  of  the  alms-house  during  the  past 
year,  29  were  reduced  to  pauperism  by  intemperance. 

6.  Seven-eighths  of  the  expense  of  pauperism  in  the 
same  year  was  owing  to  this  cause.  [Jour,  of  Com. 

Lake  Michigan  has  fallen  from  4 to  6 inches  since 
July.  This  is  welcome  news  to  the  border  landhold- 
ers on  the  Western  lakes.  Not  less  than  a million 
acres,  we  are  told,  at  the  time  of  the  highest  water,  had 
disappeared. 

Seven  large  steamboats  left  Buffalo  on  the  25th  ult. 
for  the  West,  heavily  freighted  with  merchandise,  and 
carrying  2,000  emigrants. 


The  days  of  chivalry  returned.  The  coronation  of  a 
young  and  beautiful  maiden  queen  seems  to  have  in- 
spired the  young  noblemen  ol  Great  Britain  with  the 
chivalrous  spirit,  which  warmed  the  bosoms  of  their 
ancestors.  A late  number  of  (he  London  Court  Jour- 
nal says  that  the  earl  of  Eglrntoun,  a young  Scottish 
nobleman,  skilled  in  every  martial  and  courtly  accom- 
plishment of  ancient  or  of  modern  days,  has  declared 
his  intention  of  holding  a solemn  tournament  in  the 
course  of  next- spring,  at  his  castle  of  Eglinloun,  in 
Ayrshire,  where  every  aid  that  knowledge  and  taste 
can  give  will  he  afforded  to  celebrate  the  event  with 
the  magnificence  suitable  to  such  an  occasion.  The 
lists  are  to  be  constructed  on  a very  extensive  scale, — 
i affiliated  for  the  accommodation  of  not  less  than  ten 
thousand  spectators— and  when  the  rich  varieties  of 
costume  of  hundreds  of  fair  ladies — the  splendid  ar- 
mour and  accoutrements  of  a hundred  and  fifty  knights, 
their  banners  and  trophies  and  warlike  decorations, 
shall  fill  the  arena,  we  need  scarcely  say  that  Europe 
will  not  have  witnessed  so  gorgeous  a display  since  the 
days  of  the  field  of  the  cloth  of  gold,  the  armour  and 
costume  of  which  period  has  been  selected  as  the  most 
picturesque  and  appropriate. 

During  the  last  week,  we  have  had  some  novel  ar- 
rivals from  above,  steamboat  navigation  being  entirely 
suspended;  a number  of  skiffs  have  arrived  from  Pitts- 
burg and  Wheeling,  laden  with  passengers.  We  saw- 
some  gentlemen  on  Sunday  evening,  who  had  just  ar- 
rived in  a skiff  from  Wheeling;  and  they  informed  us 
that  they  stopped  at  night  fall  at  houses  where  they 
could  find  them,  but  when  they  could  not,  as  was 
frequently  the  case,  they  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the 
river.  Rather  a novel  method  of  travelling  this,  in 
the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  Pittsburg 
and  Wheeling  editors  may  as  well  cease  quarrelling 
about  the  “head  of  navigation,”  for  at  this  present 
writing,  the  head  of  navigation  is  far  enough  below 
this  point.  [MaysviUe  Whig  Advooate. 

•Sale  of  Morus  Mullicaulis  trees.  At  the  auction  sale  . 
in  Baltimore  on  the  4ih  instant,  about  120,000  Cljihese 
morus  multicaulis  trees  were  sold,  at  prices  varying 
from  20  to  22  cents  per  foot,  measuring  to  the  utmost 
extremity,  and  counting  the  roots  also.  This  amounts 
to  $1.21  for  each  tree  of  five  feet  in  height.  So  great  is 
the  demand,  that  it  is  proposed  to  have  another  large 
sale  at  that  place.  The  auction  sale  at  Germantown, 
Pa.,  was  attended  by  an  immense  concourse,  and  the 
trees  sold  for  above  20  eentsper  foot.  The  silk  culture 
promises  so  abundant  a harvest  to  those  who  engage  in 
it,  that  the  demand  for  trees  from  every  section  of  the 
union  is  far  greater  than  the  supply,  and  if  the  whole 
crop  of  the  ensuing  season  were  now  ready  lor  sale,  jt 
would  be  easy  to  find  purchasers.  At  Burlington,  N. 

.T.  where  they  have  extensive  cocooneries,  a sale  of 
2,430  trees  was  made  a few  days  since,  by  Mr.  Gum- 
mere,  for  $2,500,  and  another  of  a thousand  select  trees 
for  $2,000,  .being  two  dollars  each. 

Judge  McLean.  An  article  in  the  Cincinnati  Ga- 
zette mentions  that  the  lion.  John  McLean,  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  has 
delivered  before  the  College  of  Teachers  in  that  city, 
a lecture  on  the  formation  of  society  and  government. 
This  distinguished  individual  took  occasion  in  the 
course  of  his  address  to  analyze  the  social  system,  in 
its  various  forms,  pointing  out  the  greater  or  more  li- 
mited necessity  for  education  under  its  different  modi- 
fications, and  showed  that,  under  a popular  govern- 
ment, the  only  source  of  permanent  security  is  the  in- 
telligence of  the  people.  It  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to 
see  men  in  the  highest  stations  thus  standing  forth  as 
the  champions  of  popular  instruction,  as  through  its 
agency  alone  can  we  hope  to  see  the  supremacy  of  the 
laws  maintained,  ar.d  the  benign  influence  of  its  free 
institutions  in  full  and  effective  operation. 

The  Montreal  Herald  estimates  the  population  of 
Lower  Canada  at  about  five  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand, that  of  Upper  Canada  at  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand;  and  the  number  of  French  in  both  provinces 
at  forty  thousand.  The  population  of  Nova  Scotia, 
New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward’s  island,  and  Nevv- 
Foundland,  is  said  to  be  about  three  hundred  thousand. 

Another  arrival  of  Giraffes.  The  brig  Carroll,  which 
arrived  yesterday  from  Alexandria,  (Egypt.)  has  on 
board  a male  and  female  Giraffe,  with  two  Egyptian  at- 
tendants. This  will  be  considered  by  the  lovers  of  na- 
tural history  as  a most  fortunate  circumstance,  and  we 
suppose  now  that  we  shall  commence  “growing  ovrr 
own’’  Giraffes  in  this  country.  [iV.  Y.  Gazette. 

Weight  of  the  human  body.  M.  Chaussie  dried  a 
human  body  in  an  oven,  the  original  weight  of  which 
was  120  lbs.;  when  dry,  it  was  reduced  to  12  lbs. 
Hence  the  solid  matter  of  the  body  was  to  water  as 
one  to  nine,  or  one-tenth.  From  this  it  will  be  seen 
how  great"  a proportion  the  fluids  of  the  body  bear  to 
the  solids. 

The  count  de  Survilliers,  (Joseph  Bonaparte,)  with  a 
suit  consisting  of  Messieurs  L.  Maillard,  A.  Maillard, 
M.  Thebaud,  Miss  Thebaud,  Dr.  A.  Clark,  and  nine 
servants,  have  arrived  at  New  York,  in  the  packet-ship 
Philadlephia,  from  London. 

Algernon  Sidney  Thruslon,  esq,  formerly  of  Louisville, 
has  been  appointed  attorney  general  of  the  Texian  re- 
public. 

The  small  pox  is  said  to  be  raging  to  a dread  fill  ex- 
tent amongst  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians. 
A great  many  have  already  fallen  victims  to  it. 
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Carey’s  Principles  of  Political  Economy.  Henry 
C.  Carey,  esq.,  ot  Puiladelphia,  lias  published  the  se- 
cond pari  of  his  work  on  political  economy,  which 
treats  of  ihe  causes  which  retard  increase  in  the  pro- 
duction of  wealth,  and  improvement  in  the  physical 
and  moral  condition  of  man. 

We  read  Mr.  Carey’s  volume  on  wages  with  great 
pleasure.  It  is  marked  throughout  with  the  most  pro- 
found practical  and  philosophical  knowledge  of  the 
subject,  and  embodies  a mass  of  statistical  facts  most 
valuable  to  the  statesman  and  general  reader.  Tiie 
distinguished  reputation  which  lie  thus  earned  was 
well  deserved,  and  will  doubtless  be  enhanced  by  Ills 
tread.  ■ on  the  seco:  ! branch  of  his  subject,  on  which 
he  is  admirab'y  qualified  to  write  learnedly  and  well. 

Consuls.  The  president  has  recognized  Eugene 
Dutilh  as  consul  of  Greece  for  ihe  port  of  New  York, 
Thomas  Toby  as  consul  of  Texas  for  the  port  of  New 
Orleans,  and  Maximin  Isnard  as  French  consul  for  the 
port  of  Boston. 

Death  of  com.  Creighton.  The  New  York  papers 
announce  the  death  of  commodore  John  Orde  Creigh- 
ton. lute  of  the  IJ.  States  navy.  He  died  on  Saturday 
morning,  at  the  residence  of  his  mother,  near  Sing 
Sing. 


The  official  returns  for 

- 131.521 

- 121.66S 


Elections.  Pennsylvania. 
governor  are  as  follows: 

For  Porter  (Add 
“ Ritner (Whig)  - 

Porter’s  majority  - - - 9,853 

It  is  stated  that  the  legislature  will  stand  as  follows: 
In  the  senate — Whigs  21,  Administration  9.  In  the 
house  of  representatives — Whigs  53,  Administration  47. 
Whig  majority  on  joint  ballot'21. 

All  of  the  congressional  districts  have  been  heard 
from,  and  the  representation  in  the  next  congress  will 
be  as  follows : 

Dist.  Whigs.  Administration. 

1st  Lemuel  Paynter. 

o , i John  Sergeant, 
l Geo.  W.  'Poland. 

3d  Charles  Naylor. 

( Francis  James, 

4th  < Edward  Davies, 

( John  Edwards. 

5th  Joseph  Romance. 

6th  John  Davis. 

7th  David  Wagener. 

8ffi  Peter  Newhard. 

9th  George  Ml  Keim. 

10th  Win.  Simonton. 

11  tit  Janies  Gerry. 

12th  James  Cooper. 

13  h Wm.  S.  Ramsey. 

14th  Wm.  W.  Potter. 

"15th  D.  Petriken. 

1 tit li  R.  H.  Hammond. 

17th  S.  W.  Morris. 

18th  Charles  Ogle. 

19th  A.  G.  Marphand. 

20th  Enos  Hook. 

21st  Isaac  Leet. 

22d  Richard  Biddle. 

23d  ^ Wm.  Beatty. 

21th  Thomas  Henry. 

25th  John  Galbraith. 

Ohio.  The  following  are  correct  lists  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  present  and  next  congress.  The  whigs  are 
in  Italic. 


25l/t  congress. 

1st  district  Alexander  Duncan. 

20th  congress. 
Alexander  Duncan. 

2d 

Taylor  Webster. 

John  B.  Weller. 

31 

“ 

Patrick  G.  Goode. 

P . G.  Goode. 

4th 

it 

Thomas  Corwin. 

Thomas  Corwin. 

5:h 

ti 

Thomas  L.  Harncr. 

Wm.  Doan. 

6th 

it 

Calvary  Morris 

Calvary  Morris. 
William  iClicmd. 

7th 

il 

William  K.  Bond. 

8th 

(t 

Joseph  Ridgway. 

Joseph  Ridgway. 

9:h 

U 

John  Chancy. 

Wm.  Medill. 

10:h 

Samson  Mason. 

Samson  Mason 

11th 

(( 

James  Alexander,  jr. 

Isaac  Parish. 

12th 

it 

Alexander  Harper. 

Jonathan  Taylor. 

13th 

“ 

Daniel  P.  Leadbetter. 

D.  P.  Leadbetter. 

14th 

it 

Win.  H.  Hunter. 

George  Sweeney. 

15th 

ii 

John  W.  Allen. 

John  W.  Allen. 

16th 

it 

Elisha  Whittlesey. 

J ■ It.  Giddings. 

17th 

it 

Charles  D CnJJin. 

John  Hastings. 

13th 

Matthias  Slieplor. 

D.  A.  Starkweather 

19th 

Daniel  Kilgore. 

Henry  Swearingen. 

Official  returns  from  all  the  counties  except  two  or 
three,  give  Shannon  (Ad.)  a majority  of  6,493  over 
Vance  (W.) 

T tie  senate  will  stand  a3  follows:  elected  hist  year  11 
whigs  and  G friends  of  the  administration;  this  year  13 
friends  of  tile  administration  and  6 whigs. 

VOL.  V.—Sio.  9. 


To  the  house  of  representatives  33  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration and  34  whigs  have  been  elected. 

Nolo  Jersey.  Both  houses  of  the  legislature  were  or- 
ganized on  Tuesday  last.  Dr.  Lads  Conflict , (W.)  of 
Morris,  being  re-elected  speaker  of  the  house  by  32 
votes;  John  Cassidy,  (Ad.)  of  Bergen  receiving  19. 
The  hon.  Andrew  Parsons,  (W.)  ofPassaick,  was  also 
re-elected  vice  president  of  council,  receiving  9 votes, 
and  the  hon-  Richard  R.  Morris,  (Ad.)  of  Sussex,  re- 
ce'ving  6;  two  members  being  absent. 

The  whig  members  from  Cumberland  county  pre- 
sented their  certificates  of  election,  and  were  duly  ad- 
mitted to  their  seats.  Tiie  administration  candidates 
are  also  present,  mu!  will  make  an  effort  to  supersede 
them.  The  organization  being  complete  both  houses 
adjourned  to  meet  the  next  dav. 

Gov.  Pennington  fractured  his  thigh  bone  on  Sunday 
last,  by  jumping  from  hi«  carriage,  and,  in  consequence, 
was  unable  to  preside  at  the  counting  of  the  votes  on 
Wednesday  morning.  The  council,  however,  were 
summoned  to  his  chamber  on  that  day  and  the  returns 
laid  before  them,  when  they  adjourned  until  Monday 
next  for  further  conference.  The  governor’s  message 
has  been  sent  to  the  legislature,  but  we  have  nit  yet 
seen  a copy  of  ic. 

On  Friday  last  gov.  Pennington  was  re-elected  go- 
vernor of  the  state. 

Vermont.  Mr.  S.  S.  Phelps , of  Middlebury,  has  been 
elected  a senator  in  congress  by  the  legislature  of  the 
stale  of  Vermont,  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the 
fourth  of  March  next,  in  the  place  of  ihe  hon.  Benja- 
min Swift,  whose  term  of  service  will  then  expire.  Mr. 
Phelps  was  chosen  by  the  bouse  of  representatives  on 
the  16th  ballot  by  the  following  vote: — Phelps  107; 
Alien  20;  Kellogg.  (Ad.)  76.  In  the  senale,  tiie  vote 
stood  for  Phelps  14 — all  others,  12.  Mr.  P is  now  one 
of  the  assistant  justices  of  ihe  supreme  court. 

South  Carolina.  The  only  changes  in  the  delegation 
from  this  state  are  Messrs.'  James  Rogers,  in  place  of  Mr. 
Clowney,  who  declined  a re-election,  and  Mr.  Holmes, 
who  defeated  Mr.  Legare. 

Georgia.  The  Augusta  Chronicle  of  the  1 9;li  con- 
tains the  aggregrate  official  returns  of  the  late  election 
for  members  of  congress  from  every  county  in  the 
state,  as  received  and  counted  at  the  executive  depart- 
ment. They  are  as  follows.  The  aggregate  majority 
for  the  state  rights  (whig)  ticket  is  13U3. 


Stale  rights  (whit.) 

Union  (Ad.) 

Dawson, 

33,128 

Campbell, 

30,999 

Alford, 

32,197 

Iverson, 

30,967 

Habersham; 

32,150 

Patterson, 

30  912 

Colquett, 

32,297 

Graves, 

30,739 

King, 

32.090 

Hillycr, 

30,678 

Nisbet, 

31,734 

Pooler, 

30,768 

Warren, 

31,765 

Burney, 

30,905 

Black, 

31,675 

Nelson, 

30,57n 

Cooper, 

31,602 

McWhoiter, 

30.520 

Iowa.  It 

is  now  stated  that 

Mr.  Chapman,  and  nut 

Mr.  Engle, 

has  been  elected 

a delegate  in 

congress 

from  IoYva. 

The  whigs  of  New  York  have  nominated  Ogden 
Hoffman,  Edward  Curtis,  Moses  H.  Grinnell,  and 
James  Monroe  as  their  candidates  for  congress.  Mr. 
Forrest  has  declined  the  nomination  on  the  adminis- 
tration ticket,  and  Isaac  C.  Varian  has  been  substituted. 

Banks,  currency-,  &c.  Resumption  in  Mississippi. 
The  late  negotiation  by  the  IT.  S.  bank  ot  five  millions 
of  the  bonds  of  the  Mississippi  Union  bank,  has  ena- 
bled the  state  of  Mississippi  to  accomplish,  with  but 
little  comparative  difficulty,  the  important  measure  of 
returning  to  specie  payments.  The  Union  bank,  it 
will  be  seen,  has  proposed  a convention  of  the  banks 
in  the  south  west,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a gene- 
ral resumption  of  specie  payments  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary next,  simultaneously  with  those  of  New  Orleans: 
•Jackson,  September  26,  1838. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Mississippian: 

■ Sir:  Please  publish  the  following  resolutions, passed 
at  a meeting  of  the  directors  held  this  day,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  banks  of  New 
Orleans,  fixing  the  first  Monday  in  January  next  for 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  meets  the  cordial 
approbation  of  this  board. 

Resolved,  That  the  Mississippi  Union  bank  having 
negociated  its  bonds  for  five  millions  in  gold  and  sih 
ver,  is  prepared  to  commence  and  continue  its  opera- 
tions as  a specie-paving  bank. 

Resolved,  That  this  bank  experiencing  the  inconve- 
nience of  issuing  its  notes  payable  on  demand,  whilst 
the  banks  of  this  and  tiie  surrounding  states  are  not 
redeeming  their  notes  in  specie,  invites  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  other  banks  of  this  stale  in  fixing  as  early  a 
day  as  practicable  for  the  general  resumption  of  specie 
payments. 

Resolved,  That  the  post-notes  of  th:s  bank  will  he  re- 
ceived at  this  counter  for  all  dues  to  the  bank  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  payable  on  demand. 


Resolved,  That  t lie  post-notes  of  tin's  bank  will  be 
received  in  all  exchange  operations  at  the  same  rates 
as  if  payable  on  demand. 

Resolved,  That  i lie  president  of  this  bank  open  a 
correspondence  wish  tiie  banks  of  the  states  of  Alaba- 
ma, Tennessee  and  Arkansas,  as  well  as  the  banks  of 
this  siate.  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  in  convention  on 
the  1st  Monday  of  December  next,  at  tiie  ciiy  of 
Vicksburgh,  that  harmony  and  concert  of  action  may 
be  secured  in  bringing  about  a general  resumption  of 
specie  payments  simultaneously  with  the  banks  of  tiie 
city  of  New  Orleans. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  resolutions  be  published  in 
the  papers  printed  at  the  city  of  Jackson. 

Extracted  from  the  minutes. 

Wm,  P.  Grayson,  Cashier. 

The  Charieston  Mercury  of  the  9th  sla»es  that  on  the 
8th  instant,  the  first  day  of  the  opening  of  the  snbscrip 
lion  books  ot  ihe  Southwestern  Rail  Road  Bank,  9,500 
shares  were  subscribed.  The  shares  are  $100  each. 
The  hooks  are  to  remain  open  for  30  days.  The  Mer- 
cury adds  that  the  city  council  and  other  corporations 
in  Charleston,  and  several  individuals  of  large  property 
had  come  forward  promptly  and  set  the  good  example, 
by  subscribing  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  shares  to 
which  they  were  entitled,  so  that  tiie  prospects  are 
cheering.  It  is  added  “that  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  bringing  home  immediately  in  specie,  so  much 
of  the  loan  lately  effected  by  general  Hamilton,  as  may 
he  necessary  to  put  the  Rail  Road  Bank  in  operation 
without  embarrassment  to  the  other  monied  institu- 
tions. Accounts  from  ail  quarters  represent  the  people 
as  prepared  to  make  up  the  amount  of  tiie  capital  of  the 
hank,  and  anxious  for  its  immediate  establishment. 
The  success  of  the  bank  may  now  be  considered  as 
certain,  and  it  will  go  very  far  to  ensure  the  success  of 
the  road.” 

Treasury  Notes. 

Treasury  Department , 

October  20,  1833. 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  all  the  outstanding  trea- 
sure notes  which  bear  date  on  or  before  the  21st  day 
of  May,  1833 — being  those  issued  in  pursuance  of  the 
act  of  congress  of  the  12th  of  October,  1837 — will  now 
be  paid,  on  presentation  at  the  treasury,  in  advance  of 
the  period  on  which  they  fall  due. 

Each  parcel  of  notes  offered  for  payment  should  be 
accompanied  with  a schedule  showing  i’..t  i-c.ufi 
sums  of  the  several  notes,  and  the  rates  of  interest 
theieon. 

Holders  will  be  accommodated  with  drafts  payable 
at  or  near  their  places  of  residence,  whenever  practi- 
cable. 

Levi  Woodbury, 
Svcy  Treasury. 

Texas  loan.  Tiie  New  Orleans  Advertiser  says : 
“ Recent  accounts  from  the  genllemen  charged  with 
the  negotiatiorrof  the  Texas  bonds  are  quite  despond- 
ing, and  it  is  now  generally  believed  they  must  cross 
the  Atlantic  and  solicit  pecuniary  aid  from  England.” 

Cotton.  The  following  article  is  from  the  N.  York 
Express: 

We  hai'e  bec-r.  at  considerable  pains  to  make  up  the 
following  table.  That  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the 
whole  crop  is  taken  from  the  New  York  Price  Current, 
of  tiie  accuracy  of  which  we  have  no  question.  We 
have  ascertained  the  average  price  for  the  Inst  fourteen 
years.,  and  then  made  up  the  aggregate.  We  have  cal- 
culated the  weight  of  each  bale  at  four  hundred  pounds. 
Tiie  whole  estimate  is  made  up  probably  with  as  much 
precision  as  is  possible  ns  follow's: 

Growth  of  cotton  for  the  last  fourteen  years,  with  the  price 

in  each  year,  and  the  total  amount  of  the  crop. 


1824- 5 

1825- 6 

1826- 7 

1827- 8 

1828- 9 

1829- 30 


560.000  hi 
710  000 

987.000 

712.000 
857,744 
976.815 


1830- 1  1,038,848 

1831- 2  987,477 

1832- 3  1,070,439 

1833- 4  1,205,394 

1834- 5  1,254,328 

1835- 6  1,360,725 

1836- 7  1,422,930 

1837- 8  1,801,497 


es  at  21  cents, 

11 
9 
10 
10 
10 
9 
11 
11 
13 
17 
19 
11 
11 


$47,040,000 

31.240.000 

33.732.000 

28.480.000 
34.309,760 
39,073,800 
37.398.628 
43.448,938 
47,099,272 
62,690,488 
85,294,304 

103  415,100 
62,603,920 
79,265,868 


It  appears  that  the  growth  of  cotton  is  steadily  in- 
creasing. In  almost  every  town  we  have  alarming  ac- 
counts of  the  failure,  or  partial  failure,  of  die  crop. — 
Notwithstanding  all  these  statements,  it  will  be  seen 
that  in  every  town,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two, 
there  has  been  a steady  and  gradual  increase.  This 
ought  to  convince  us  that  very  little  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  the  alarming  rumors  that  are  put  in  circu-. 
lation.  The  fact  is,  that  there  is  always  more  planted 
and  cultivated  than  can  be  picked.  The  increase 
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each  year  bees  not,  therefore,  depend  so  much  on  the 
weather,  so  much  as  it  does  on  the  number  of  hands 
employed.  So  long  as  there  is  an  increase  of  laborers 
engaged,  we  may  reasonably  expect  an  increase  of 
quantity. 

The  value  of  the  cotton  crop  in  amount  will  surprise 
all.  It  appears  that  the  greatest  value  was  in  1835-G.— - 
It  then  reached  103,415,100  bales.  The  price,  ho.v- 
ever,  then  ranged  at  19  cts.  We  doubt  very  much 
whether  there  is  any  one  staple  of  any  nation  on  the 
globe  which  is  exported  which  will  reach  this  extra- 
ordinary sum — a sum  amounting  to  almost  the  national 
debt  of  this  country  after  the  late  war.  This  extraor- 
dinary crop  is  the  product  of  seven  or  eight  states,  and 
is  such  as  must  give  these  states  a great  advantage. — 
Notwithstanding  the  great  increase,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  consumption  in  tins  country  is  constantly  diminish- 
ing. 

Quantity  consumcdby  and  in  the  hands  nf  manufacturers. 

1337-8  ...  - 246.063  bales. 

1836-7  ....  222,540  do. 

1835-6  ....  239,733  do. 

1834-5  ....  216,888  do. 

1833-4  ....  196,413  do. 

1832-3  ....  194,412  do. 

1831-2  ....  173,800  do. 

1830-1  ....  182,142  do. 

1829-30  ....  126512  do. 

1823-9  ....  118.853  do. 

1827-8  ....  120593  do. 

1826-7  - - - - 103,484  do. 

If  there  has  been  this  decrease,  when  the  tariff  is 
continued,  we  may  expect  a still  further  diminution  af- 
ter 1840,  when  the  duty  will  be  reduced  to  its  lowest 
point. 

The  American  Almanac  and  Repository  op  Use- 
ful Knowledge,  for  the  year  1839.  1 vol.  12  mo. 

pp.  324.  The  Boston  Morning  Postsaj-s:  "We  should 
be  glad  to  present  our  readers  with  several  valuable 
statistical  extracts  from  the  work,  but  our  columns  will 
only  allow  us  to  give  at  this  time  the  following  upon  the 
book-trade  in  the  United  States: 

“ The  number  of  new  works  which  appeared  in  the 
United  States,  in  1834  and  1835,  amounted  to  1,013, 
forming  1,300  volumes,  and  the  cost  of  which  may  be 
estimated  at  $1,220,000.  In  1836,  the  number  was 
considerably  increased,  and  the  cost  of  the  books  pub- 
lished in  that  year  cannot  be  computed  at  less  than 
$1,500,000.  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
Hartford,  furnished  19-20ihs  of  the  total  amount. 

Another  statement  for  the  years  1833,  1834,  and 
1835,  is  as  follows:  Originals  1,030,  reprints  854;  total, 
1,884;  number  of  volumes  printed  (1,000  for  each  edi- 
tion) 1,884,000. 

In  most  cases  the  editions  of  one  and  the  same  work 
are  larger  and  more  frequent  in  the  United  States  than 
in  any  other  country.  Many  reprinted  English  works 
have  here  passed  through  three  or  four  editions,  while 
the  publishers  of  the  original  in  England  have  but  one. 
In  one  instance,  the  sale  of  a book  in  America  amount- 
ed to  100,000  copies,  whereas  in  England  only  four 
editions,  of  1,000  copies  each,  were  disposed  of. 

The  amount  of  literary  productions  in  America  has 
more  than  doubled  during  the  last  ten  years.  The  sale 
of  five  bookselling  establishments  amounted  in  1836  to 
$1,350  000.  A single  publisher  paid,  in  the  five  years 
preceding  1834,  $1,250,000  tor  copy-rights,  out  cf  \v  bid) 
$30,000  were  for  two  works  only.  Carey,  Lea,  and 
Blanchard  paid  last  year  $30,000  to  American  writers; 
and  Harper  and  Brothers  have  paid  about  the  same 
sum  for  several  years  past. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  relative  pro- 
portion of  native  and  imported  literary  productions  in 


1834: 

Education,  73  9 

Divinity,  37  18 

Novels  and  talcs,  19  95 

History  and  biography,  19  17 

Jurisprudence,  20  3 

Poetry,  8 3 

Travels,  8 10 

Fine  arts,  8 0 

Miscellaneous  works,  _ 59  43 


Thus  it  appears  in  American  literature  the  scientific 
and  practically  useful  predominate,  and  the  works  of 
the  imagination  are  chiefly  derived  from  foreign  sources. 
The  school  books  are  almost  all  written  or  compiled  in 
the  United  States;  and  some  idea  of  the  extensive  busi- 
ness done  in  them  may  be  formed  from  the  circum- 
stance, that,  of  some  of  the  most  popular  compilations 
in  geography  from  100,000  to  300,000  copies  have  been 
sold  in  ten  years;  so  that,  in  many  instances,  works  of 
this  kind  produce  a permanent  income,  as  well  to  the 
author  as  the  publisher.  During  the  last  five  years,  the 
number  of  American  original  works  in  proportion,  to 
reprints,  has  nearly  doubled.” 

Fees  to  servants.  The  vile  and  abominable  prac- 
tice, so  much  in  vogue  in  Europe,  of  bribing  servant! 
to  attend  to  travellers — and  which  seems  to  be  gaining 
ground  in  this  country — is  rebuked  by  a writer  in  the 
New  York  Gazette  as  follows: 

“■Doceurs  to  servants . This  infamous  system  is  car- 
ried to  such  an  extent  in  England  as  not  only  to  be  a 
serious  tax  upon  strangers,  but  operates  as  a check  and 
discouragement  to  travellers. 

In  some  houses  in  this  city,  a few  landlords  have  at- 
tempted to  introduce  this  vile  system.  It  ought  to  be  to- 
tally discountenanced — there  is  rio  cause  for  it  here.— 
In  England  and  Europe  generally,  servants  are  badly 


paid.  It  is  quite  the  reverse  here— they  need  no  vails — 
they  are  amply  paid  for  all  they  do.  That  class  of  ser- 
vants who  are  constantly  watching  the  departure  of 
strangers,  to  extort  pay  for  services  not  rendered,  ought 
to  he  immediately  discharged,  and  the  reason  given. — 
If  the  hotels  alluded  to  do  not  cause  the  practice  to  be 
discontinued,  At,  shall  put  them  in  a book  we  are  now 
compiling  for  the  use  of  the  summer  traveller,  that  the 
hotels  who  encourage  "begging  servants”  may  be 
av  oided. 

SO“On  a recent  visit  to  New  York,  the  perquisites 
demanded  by  servants  at  the  hotel  where  we  put  up, 
were  nearly  equal  to  the  host’s  bill  for  boarding! 

[Ed.  Reg. 

Poisoning  by  parsnip  leaves.  We  find  it  stated  in 
the  last  number  of  the  American  Medical  Examiner, 
that  two  females  entered  the  Blockley  hospital,  near 
Philadelphia,  who,  according  to  their  account,  had  their 
arms  poisoned  by  the  garden  parsnip.  It  was  at  first 
supposed  that  they  must  have  been  poisoned  by  some 
noxious  weed  growing  among  the  parsnips;  but,  on 
examination,  Dr.  Vedder,  the  resident  surgeon,  was 
satisfied  that  the  parsnip  was  the  poisonous  agent. 

One  of  the  women  has  been  for  several  years  work- 
ing in  a garden  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill.  The 
ground  is  rather  low,  and  is  sometimes  overflowed. 
On  the  7th  of  August,  she  was  engaged  pulling  weeds 
in  a bed  of  parsnips.  The  day  previous  there  had  been 
a heavy  shower,  the  first  that  had  occurred  for  several 
weeks.  On  the  evening  of  the  7 th,  her  arms  became 
painful  and  red,  with  an  itching  and  burning  sensation. 

The  next  day  they  were  covered  with  numerous 
small  vescicles  about  the  size  of  a pin’s  head,  contain- 
ing a clear  fluid — the  burning  sensation  increasing. 
The  vescicles  coalesced,  becoming  as  large  as  half  an 
egg,  about  a dozen  on  each  forearm,  discharging  a yel- 
low serum.  The  arms  began  to  sweil  on  the  9th.  Sleep 
and  appetite  were  lost  from  the  first.  No  vomiting  nor 
purging.  She  has  great  thirst,  drinking,  she  things,  a 
gallon  of  water  daily.  Her  eyes  become  painful  and 
weeping,  on  the  8th  cephalalgia  at  times.  She  remain- 
ed in  the  hospital  fourteen  days,  and  was  discharged 
cured. 

'Pne  other  case  was  in  all  respects  the  same,  with  the 
exception  that  this  latter  was  d.scharged  cured  four 
days  previous  to  the  other.  This  can  only  be  attribu- 
ted to  original  difference  of  cases,  not  to  the  treatment. 
Four  kinds  of  treatment  were  adopted,  but  one  ap- 
peared to  answer  as  well  as  the  other. 

The  license  laiv  of  Rhode  Island.  The  stale  vs. 
Aimer  Peck  ham.  John  J.  Stimson,  of  New'  Yotk,  im- 
ported from  France,  upon  the  order  of  Stimson  & 
Hodges,  of  Providence,  a quantity  of  Champaign  wine, 
in  baskets,  which  was  legally  entered  at  New  York, 
and  the  duties  secured  and  paid  there  according  to 
law.  One  unbroken  basket  of  it  of  12  bottles,  each 
containing  one  quart,  was  sold  at  Providence  to  the  de- 
fendant, a w holesale  grocer  in  Providence,  who  sold 
the  same,  (20th  Sept.,  1833,)  in  the  same  form  and 
ackage,  as  put  up  in  Fiance,  to  Richard  Smith,  inn- 
eeper,  in  Providence,  for  the  use  of  his  inn.  Peckham 
had  no  license  from  the  aldermen  of  Providence,  as  re- 
quited by  the  Rhode  Island  law  of  January,  1838. — 
The  freemen  of  Providence,  by  virtue  of  a subsequent 
act,  (June,  1838,)  voted  to  instruct  the  aldermen  not  to 
grant  licenses  for  seliing  rum,  wine  and  strong  liquors 
lor  the  current  year. 

Upon  these  facts,  found  by  a special  verdict  on  an 
indictment  against  Peckham,  the  defendant  moved  for 
his  discharge,  upon  the  ground  that  the  law  was  un 
constitutional  and  void. 

Durtee,  chief  justice,  and  Haile  and  Staples,  justices. 
For  the  state,  the  cause  was  argued  by  Geo.  Rivers, 
esq.,  and  attorney  general  Greene — for  the  defendant, 
Messrs.  Knowles,  Ames  and  Atwell.  Their  arguments 
are  published  in  the  Providence  journals.  The  Rhode 
Island  law  is  against  sale  without  license  in  quantities 
of  less  than  ten  gallons.  The  court  decided  the  law 
w:as  cons'.i'utional  and  of  binding  force.  It  is  said  that 
the  cause  lias  been  so  conductea  as  to  enable  the  de- 
fendant to  carry  it  with  facili’y  before  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  at  Washington,  and  that  he 
intends  so  to  do.  [ Boston  Gaz. 

Cost  of  Mr.  Macaulay’s  Indian  Code.  However 
problematical  the  success  of  the  attempt  to  frame  a code 
of  laws  for  India,  the  expense  is  quite  certain,  and  also 
certain  to  be  enormous.  We  shall  attempt  to  estimate 
it.  The  legislative  councillor,  or  president  of  the  law 
commission,  besides  .£1,200  for  passage-money,  has 
£10,000  a year.  Each  ot  four  members  £5,000;  and 
there  is  a secretary  with  £3,000,  which,  in  bare  sala- 
ries, is  £33,000  per  annum.  Then  come  house-rent, 
office-rent,  clerks,  stationary,  and  printing,  which,  to 
be  within  bounds,  we  shall  only  estimate  at  £7,000. 
Here,  then,  is  a net  annual  expenditure  of  £40,000. 
Let  the  expense  be  first  tested  by  “the  penal  code.” 
The  proposition  of  the  mere  project — for  it  is  not  yet 
law,  and  most  likely  never  will  be — took,  as  is  stated 
by  the  commissioners  themselves,  two  years  and  two 
months.  The  project  of  the  penal  code,  then,  cost  up- 
wards of  £86,000;  every  one  of  its  tw'enty-six  chapters 
cost  upwards  of  £3,300;  every  octavo  page  of  it  near 
£1,300;  every  clause  of  it  £177;  every  line  of  it,  on  an 
average,  £26;  every  word  in  it  a couple  of  guineas. 
Draco’s  code  was  said  to  be  written  in  Tetters  of  blood; 
without  the  least  reference  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of 
Mr.  Macaulay’s,  it  may  be  said  to  have  been  written 
m letter*  of  gold.  [Spectator. 


From  Smyrna.  The  birth-day  of  the  sultan  was 
celebrated  at  Smyrna  on  the  24th  of  August,  with  a 
pomp  unknown  up  to  that  time.  The  presence  of 
the  Turkish  fleet,  and  of  the  three  pashas,  imparted  to 
it  an  additional  degree  of  importance.  Nothing  in  the 
annals  ot  Smyrna  had  hitherto  been  comparable  to  it. 
On  the  preceding  night,  the  city  and  the  shipping  in 
the  port  were  illuminated.  The  fleet  and  the  foreign 
vessels  in  the  harbor,  at  day-break,  appeared  decorat- 
ed vyith  flags.  The  usual  solutes  and  other  demon- 
strations of  joy  followed.  Their  excellencies  the  Capi- 
tain  Pasha,  Redschid  Pasha,  accompanied  by  Dede 
Aga,  (governor  of  Smyrna,)  proceeded,  at  noon,  to  the 
grand  mosque  with  much  pomp  and  ceremony,  wfoen 
prayers  w’ere  offered  up  to  the  health  of  the  sultan. 

Tile  new  crop  of  figs  had  not  yet  reached  the  pub- 
lic market  at  Smyrna.  Some  trifling  parcels  had, 
however,  been  sold,  and,  owing  to  the  wish  of  the 
English  merchants  to  purchase  and  ship  at  the  earliest 
possible  time,  at  high  prices,  it  was  predicted  that  they 
would  be  exceedingly  dear  throughout  the  season. — ■ 
The  vintage  promised  to  be  abundant,  and  of  the 
finest  quality.  [Boston  Gazette. 

Mount  Auburn.  One  of  the  best  descriptions  of 
Mount  Auburn,  near  Boston,  is  that  recently- published 
in  the  Boston  Courier;  it  is  from  the  pen  of  the  respected 
editor,  J.  T.  Buckingham.  We  cannot  copy  the  whole 
— and  yet  cannot  deny  ourself  the  pleasure  of  copying 
the  closing  paragraph: 

“Reader!  Forgive  the  intrusiveness  of  private  affec- 
tion, that  lingers  for  a moment  longer  around  one  spot, 
opposite  to  tiie  obelisk  last  mentioned,  on  which  is  a 
small  v/liiie  marble  cenotaph — denoting  that  the  re- 
mains of  him,  whose  name  it  bears,  are  not  there — 
" The  sea  his  body,  heaven  his  spirit  holds.’’  So  says  the 
inscription,  and  to  that  sentiment,  daily  and  nightly 
responds  the  parent’s  heart — 

On  beds  of  green  sea  flower  his  limbs  have  been  laid, 

Around  his  white  bones  the  red  coral  shall  grow; 

Of  his  fair  auburn  locks  threads  of  amber  be  made, 

And  every  part  suit  to  its  mansion  below. 

Days,  months,  years,  and  ages  shall  circle  away, 

And  still  the  vast  waters  above  him  shall  roll; 

Each  loses  his  pattern  for  ever  and  aye — 

0 beloved  one, — lost  one, — peace  to  thy  soul. 

But,  reader!  It  is  not  to  make  parade  of  personal  sor- 
row that  your  attention  is  demanded.  It  is  that  you 
may  hear  witness  to  the  kindness  of  a class  of  men, 
than  which  a worthier  exists  noton  the  earth.  "Boston 
mechanics  erected  this  cenotaph  here’’ — Boston  me- 
chanics! Around  that  simple  expression  is  entwined 
the  idea  of  all  that  is  upright  in  motive,  honorable  in 
action,  generous  in  feeling,  faithful  in  friendship,  pure 
as  immortal  truth,  in  the  genuine  sympathies  of  nature. 
Long  may  it  be,  before  the  votive  marble  shall  record 
the  end  of  your  virtuous  labors,  And  when  the  hour 
of  departure  shall  arrive,  may  he,  whose  name  ye  have 
here  made  sacred  in  memory,  be  the  first  to  welcome 
your  entrance  among  the  spirits  of  the  just  made  per- 
fect.’’ 

The  allusion  is  to  Edwin  Buckingham,  a son  of  the 
writer  who  died  on  his  passage  to  Bosion  from  Greece 
one  of  the  most  promising  youths  of  Boston,  that  city 
of  promise;  one  on  whom  the  father  might  be  excused 
for  building  high  hopes — for  his  fondest  expectations 
reached  short  of  the  expectation  and  hopes  of  less  in- 
terested friends. 

The  touching  allusion  to  the  Boston  mechanics  was 
well  deserved,  by  the  respectful  attention  paid  by  them 
to  the  memory  of  the  deceased.  They  purchased  a 
burying  lot,  and  erected  on  it  a cenotaph  to  the  memo- 
ry of  him  whose  body  rested  in  the  far  off-deep. 

[U.  S.  Gazette. 

Distressing  steamboat  disaster.  The  London  cor- 
respondent of  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer  has  sent  a letter 
by  the  Royal  William,  detailing  the  following  particu- 
lars of  a most  appalling  steamboat  disaster: 

“The  Forfarshire  steamer,  100  horse  power,  from 
Hull  to  Dundee,  was  dashed  to  pieces  on  Wednesday 
last  on  a rock,  when,  melancholfy  to  relate,  43  persons 
found  a watery  grave.  About  4 o’clock  on  Thursday, 
blowing  hard  from  the  N.  E.  and  showering  rain  and 
sleet,  the  boiler  gave  way,  which  was  the  cause  of  the 
sad  catastrophe.  The  captain  was  observed  with  his 
wife  in  his  arms,  clinging  to  the  wreck,  when  a sea 
came  and  swept  them  off.  Among  those  who  perish- 
ed were  a gentleman  and  his  family  belonging  to  Dun- 
dee, who  were  returning  from  St.  Petersburg  after  a 
residelWe  there  of  fourteen  years.  There  were  22  cabin 
passengers,  9 steerage,  (including  4 children)  and  22  of 
a crew,  making  in  all  53  persons,  out  of  which  number 
only  ten  were  saved  to  tell  the  tale.  The  captain,  John 
Homble,  was  considered  an  excellent  man,  and  was 
much  esteemed,  while  the  conduct  of  the  mate  is  the 
subject  oT  severe  comment.  When  the  danger  first 
appeared,  he,  followed  by  four  of  the  crew,  took  to  the 
boat,  and  shortly  afier  it  had  put  off,  the  ves  el  struck 
and  parted  in  two,  the  stern  drifting  southward,  and  tiie 
fore  part  remaining  on  the  rock.’’ 

1 send  you  the  following  instance  of  female  intre- 
pidity, in  connexion  with  the  above  mournful  catas- 
trophe. 

William  Darling,  the  keeper  of  the  outer  light  house 
on  the  Longstone  Rocks,  observed  the  wreck  about 
five  o’clock  in  the  morning — that  is,  about  two  bouts 
after  the  vessel  had  struck.  From  the  thickness  of  the 
weather  he  could  not  discover  whether  there  there  were 
any  men  upon  it.  Between  seven  and  eight,  A.  M.  he 
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at  last  perceived  some  men,  and  asked  his  daughter 
Grace  Horsley  Darling,  to  accompany  him  in  a coble 
boat,  with  a view  to  assist  and  save  the  unfortunate 
people.  She  at  once  consented.  It  may  be  remem- 
bered, that  Darling  was  quite  certain  that  he  would  not 
be  able  to  «et  back  to  the  light  house  without  the  help 
of  some  ot  the  men  he  saw  on  the  rock,  and  his  calcu- 
lation of  returning  was  founded  on  that  assumption. 
He  and  his  daughter,  anticipating  such  help,  left?  Mrs. 
Darling  to  attend  to  the  light  house,  and  rowed  their 
little  boat  round  by  the  southern  sides  of  the  three  in- 
tervening rocks,  to  the  spot  where  they  saw  the  ship- 
wrecked persons.  This  was  about  a mile  upwards, 
and  the  sea  was  all  broken  water.  When  the  men  on 
the  rock  saw  a young  slender  woman  pulling  the  boat 
to  their  rescue,  their  jov  was  almost  frantic. 

Darling  and  his  daughter  succeeded  in  getting  the 
boat  to  a spot  where  they  could  get  a landing,  and  took 
Mrs.  Dawson  and  four  of  the  men,  and  brought  them 
to  the  light  house.  Here  Darling  left  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Dawson,  and  two  of  the  men,  and  took  two  of 
the  men  back  to  the  rock,  and  brought  the  remaining 
four  persons.  The  danger  was  mostimminent,  but  the 
experiment  was  successful.  This  is  one  of  the  nobiest 
instances  recorded  of  female  heroism,  and  the  writer 
who  saw  this  young  woman  was  struck  with  the  singu- 
lar modesty  of  this  courageous  female.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  act  of  self  devotion  will  be  duly  rewarded.  A 
boat  put  oil" from  North  Sunderland  the  same  morning, 
but  Darling  had  already  effected  the  deliverance  of  the 
unfortunate  people. 


INTERESTING  FROM  THE  CHEROKEE 
COUNTRY. 

From  the  National  Whig  of  the  15th  instant. 

The  removal  of  the  Indians,  by  land,  which  was  un- 
dertaken in  September,  but  given  over  in  consequence 
of  the  drought,  has  now  commenced,  and  will  be  pro- 
secuted with  great  energy  and  despa'ch  until  completed. 
Governor  Cannon  has  just  received,  through  a letter 
from  major  general  Scott,  intelligence  of  the  marching 
of  four  uetachments  tor  the  west,  three  ot  which,  and 
four  others  yet  to  start,  will  pass  through  Nashville. 
The  interest  which  will,  of  course,  he  created,  particu- 
larly on  and  near  the  line  of  march,  by  the  passage  of 
so  large  a body  ot  Indians  through  the  country,  in- 
duces us  to  lose  no  time  in  laying  the  general’s  letter  be- 
fore the  public,  together  with  a copy  of  the  judicious 
and  humane  circular  to  the  emigrating  agents. 

Head  quarters , Eastern  Division, 

Cherokee  Agency,  Oct.  8,  1833. 

Sir:  The  long  drought,  which  has  not  terminated  in 
this  quarter  until  within  a week,  prevented  the  emigra- 
tion ui  the  Cherokees  from  being  renewed  at  the  be- 
ginning of  last  month,  as  I had  intended.  The  move- 
ment, however,  has  recommenced  since  the  fall  of  rain, 
and  will  now  be  continued  without  interruption.  One 
detachment  is  four  days  in  march,  from  Fort  Payne, 
De  Kalb  county,  Alabama,  which  will  cross  the  Mis- 
sissippi at  the  Iron  banks;  one  has  probably  passed  the 
Cumberland  mountains;  another,  on  the  same,  road, 
Walden’s  Ridge,  and  a fourth  is  following.  'Pile  three 
latter,  and  about  four  more  detachments  will  proceed 
via  Nashville,  Golconda,  Cape  Girardeau  and  the  ridge 
road  of  Missouri. 

No  military  guard  will  accompany  either  of  the  de- 
tachments, as  it  is  not  doubted  that  the  emigrants  will 
so  conduct  themselves  as  to  win  the  esteem  of  our  citi- 
zens on  the  routes;  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be 
able  to  say  that,  in  all  my  transactions  with  their  chiefs 
and  head  men,  I have  not  had  cause  to  suspect  a single 
case  of  had  faith.  I shall,  however,  to  some  ex'ent, 
cause  the  deportment  of  the  parties  to  be  watched,  in 
order,  if  found  necessary,  to  apply  any  corrective  that 
may  be  in  my  power. 

I enclose  a copy  of  the  circular  which  I have  address- 
ed to  the  conductors  of  the  detachments. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  respect,  your 
excellency’s  most  ob’t  servant. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

His  excellency , N.  Cannon,  gov.  of  'Venn. 

CIRCULAR. 

Ilmd-quarlers,  eastern  division, 
Cherokee  agency,  Oct.  4, 

i Sir:  Writing  in  reply  to  a suggestion  made  to  me  by 
the  war  department,  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  send 
a guard  of  soldiers  with  each  detachment  of  Cherokee 
emigrants,  moving  by  land,  Isaid  to  the  honorable  secre- 
tary, Aug.  3,  as  follows: 

‘"Those  agents  (the  Cherokees  delegation)  do  not 
deem  a military  escort  necessary  for  the  jWtection  of 
the  emigrants  on  the  route,  nor  do  I.  We  are  equally 
of  the  opinion  that  sympathy  and  kind  offices  will  be 
very  generally  shown  to  the  emigrants  by  the  citizens, 
throughout  the  movement,  and  the  Indians  are  desir- 
ous to  exhibit  in  return,  the  orderly  habits  which  their 
acquired  civilization  has  conferred.  The  parties,  of 
about  one  thousand  each,  will  march  without  (or  with 
hut  few)  arms,  under  Indian  conductors  and  sub-offi- 
pers — all  men  of  intelligence  and  discretion,  who  are 
ready  to  promise  to  repress  and  to  punish  all  disorders 
among  their  own  people;  and  if  they  'commit  outrages 
pn  the  citizens  on  their  property,  instantly  to  deliver  the 
offenders  over  to  the  nearest  civil  officers  of  the  states. 
I have  lull  confidence  in  their  promises  and  capacity 
to  do  all  that  they  are  ready  to  undertake-” 

Since  the  3J  of  August  nothing  has  occcured  to 
change  the  good  opinion  then  entertained  of  the  Chero- 
kee people,  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  their  conduct 
on  the  road  will  Hilly  sustain  that  opinion.  Hence  it 


has  not  yet  been  thought  necessary  to  appoint  a guard 
to  accompany  any  detachment  of  emigrants,  and  Iain 
now  anxiously  waiting  to  learn  whether  the  first,  second 
and  third  detachmems  conduct  themselves  as  well  oil 
the  road  as  I have  hoped  and  expected. 

A copy  of  this  circular  will  be  sent  or  given  to  the 
conductor  of  every  detachment  of  emigrants  lor  the  in- 
formation and  government  of  all  concerned. 

Wishing  you  and  your  people  comfort  and  expedition 
on  the  road,  with  all  prosperity  in  your  new  country,  I 
remain  truly  the  friend  of  the  Cherokees. 

WINFIELD  SCO'IT. 

To  Mr. , conductor  of  a detachment  of  Cherokee 

emigrants. 

VERY  LATE  FROM  EUROPE. 

The  packet  ship  Hibernia,  at  New  York,  brings 
Liverpool  papers  to  the  2Sth  anti  London  to  the 
27th  September,  both  inclusive.  The  Journal  of 
Commerce,  Courer,  and  Gazelle,  furnish  the  fol- 
lowing items  : 

The  chief  topic  of  interest  in  matters  of  trade 
relates  to  the  grain  market,  concerning  which 
pretty  full  accounts  will  be  found  below.  The 
weatner  had  continued  fine  for  harvesting,  and  the 
crop  would  be  secured  in  excellent  condition;  yet, 
notwithstanding  this,  prices  Had  advanced,  and 
speculators  were  shaping  their  calculations  for  a 
further  rise.  The  duties  on  grain  had  advanced  to 
2s.  and  8d.  per  quarter,  and  were  very  soon  ex- 
pected to  be  up  to  lUs.  8d.  and  6s.  5d.  per  bbl.  on 
flour.  Great  complaint  was  making  against  the 
corn  laws.  The  accounts  from  Dantzig  and  some 
other  parts  of  Europe  are  less  favorable  to  large 
supplies  from  thence  than  had  been  anticipated. 

Cotton  remained  about  as  before.  A considera- 
ble movement  had  taken  place  in  tobacco. 

France  and  Mexico. — It  is  affirmed  that  an  ortler 
has  been  issued  from  France,  to  the  effect  that,  in 
the  event  of  a war  between  France  and  Mexico, 
all  vessels  sailing  under  Mexican  letters  of  marque 
will  be  treated  as  pirates,  unless  their  crews  are 
composed  of  at  least  two-thirds  Mexicans. 

The  Liverpool  Chronicle  of  ISth  September  says 
that  a regular  steam  navigation  by  means  of  four 
vessels  ot  1,800  tons  burthen  each , is  about  to  be 
established  between  Havre  and  New- York. 

The  new  steam  ship  Liverpool,  which  is  now 
fitting  out  in  the  Trafalgar  dock,  is  advertised  to 
sail,  on  her  first  voyage  to  New  York,  on  Saturday, 
the  20th  of  October.  She  is  a splendid  vessel,  and 
is  expected  to  steam  and  sail  fast. 

From  Messrs.  James  Scott  and  Son’s  Circular. 

Liverpool  coni  market,  Tuesday,  Sept.  25. — 
With  the  exception  of  heavy  rain  in  the  nights  of 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  last,  the  whole  of  the 
past  week  has  been  favorable  for  the  operations  of 
harvest,  and  a considerable  quantity  of  grain  lias 
been  secured  in  good  condition — notwithstanding 
which,  and  the  release  of  bonded  wheat  and  flour 
for  home  use,  fully  to  Ihe  extent  stated  in  our  two 
last  circulars,  the  demand  has  continued  very  steady 
here,  and  in  all  our  surrounding  corn  markets,  and 
sales  to  a large  extent  have  been  made  to  our  own 
millers  and  dealers,  and  to  those  in  distant  markets, 
of  fine  British  and  foreign  wheat  (chiefly  of  the 
latter,)  at  fully  last  quotations,  which  in  some 
instances  have  been  exceeded  by  2d.  to  3d.  per 
70  lbs.— the  finest  white  foreign  wheats  have  reach- 
ed 10s.  9d.,  red  10s.,  and  a small  parcel  of  new 
English  white  from  Suffolk,  (crop  1838)  of  very 
fine  qualitj^and  in  very  good  condition  11s.  per 
70  lb.  For  (four,  also,  there  has  been  a better  sale 
at  an  advance  of  Is.  to  2s.  per  barrel,  and  per  sack, 
and  for  good  sweet  old  oatmeal  at  Is.  per  240  lbs. 
higher.  An  advance  of  Is.  to  2s.  per  quarter  oc- 
curred on  wheat  in  the  Yorkshire  and  London 
markets  of  the  past  week,  and  at  Manchester  on 
Saturday  there  was  a fair  demand  for  grain, 
flour,  and  oatmeal  from  this  port. 

The  imports  of  grain  from  Ireland  and  coastways 
continue  to  be  very  trivial,  and  very  little  of  the 
new  crop  has  as  yet  app-ared.  The  wheat  coast- 
ways  is  chiefly  foreign,  and  a good  deal  more  will 
thus  come  to  this  port,  having  put  into  the  port,  on 
the  east  coast,  to  save  duty,  and  but  for  the  oppor- 
tune and  fortunate  supply  by  the  release  ol  bonded 
wheat  and  flour,  this  district  would  have  experi- 
enced very  serious  distress,  our  stocks  of  old  free 
wheat  being  almost  exhausted. 

The  duty  on  barley,  Indian  corn,  and  buckwheat, 
from  foreign  ports  is  this  week  increased  Is.  6d. 
per  quarter;  on  peas  it  is  decreased  Is.  6d.  per 
quarter;  and  on  wheat  and  flour  it  is  now  again 
increasing.  On  Friday  last  the  duty  on  wheat  be- 
came 2s.  8d.  per  quarter,  and  on  flour  Is  7d  per 
barrel,  and  on  Friday  next  there  is  every  proba- 
bility of  its  being  increased  two  steps,  passing  over 
6s.  8d.  and  becoming  10s.  8d.  per  quarter  and  6s. 
5d.  per  barrel,  and  of  rapidly  further  increasing,  so 
that  a great  deal  of  wheat  and  flour  now  on  the 
passage  will  form  a renewed  stock  in  hand,  and 
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may  become  a subject  ol  serious  discussion  in  the 
next  session  of  parliameni;  for  all  other  grain  in 
bond  there  has  been  but  very  little  demand. 

At  this  day’s  market,  the  advance  above-men- 
tioned was  fully  demanded,  and,  in  consequence  of 
the  improvement  in  Mark  lane  yesterday,  a small 
further  increase  in  the  value  ol  fine  fresh  foreign 
wheat  was  obtained,  and  sales  to  a pretty  fair  ex- 
tent effected;  for  ail  other  articles  in  the  trade, 
there  was  a limited  demand  at  fully  our  quotations, 
which  were  in  some  instances  a little  exceeded. — 
We  have  had  a good  deal  of  rain  since  Saturday, 
and  the  weather  appears  unsettled. 

London,  Wednesday  evening,  Sepl.  26.  Money 
is  rather  more  plentiful  than  it  has  been,  and  the 
rates  ol  discount  are  lower,  being  2J  to  3 per  cent, 
on  bankers’  bills.  The  English  funds  continue 
very  steady,  at  high  prices,  and  seem  unaffected  by 
the  now  more  clearly  demonstrated  scarcity  of 
wheat,  and  its  necessary  results  in  the  employment 
of  immense  capital  in  the  purchase  of  foreign 
wheat.  To-day,  consols  have  been  94  money,  and 
94f  account.  The  grain  trade  continues  very  firm, 
and  necessarily,  under  present  circumstances,  oc- 
cupies much  attention.  The  duty  on  foreign  wheat 
to-morrow  morning  is  expected  to  be  Is.  8d.  per 
quarter.  This  mutter,  however,  does  not  create 
much  interest.  Prices  of  British  wheat  are  confi- 
dently expecteil  to  be  higher. 

From  the  Liverpool  Chronicle,  Sept.  28. 

The  harvest.  The  splendid  weather  of  the  last 
fortnight  has  saved  the  harvest  in  the  north  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.  Frosty  nights  and  drying  winds 
have  done  even  more  than  the  sunshine  to  ripen  the 
corn;  and  we  may  now  say  that  throughout  York- 
shire, even  in  the  more  elevated  parts,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  every  species  of  corn  is  fully  ripe, 
and  the  farmers  are  busily  engaged  in  cutting  it 
and  clearing  it  away.  A great  quantity  of  corn 
has  been  led  during  the  present  week,  but  still  by 
far  the  largest  proportion  is  in  the  field— most  of  it, 
however,  cut  and  in  shoclo,  and  beautifying  the 
face  of  the  country.  Another  week,  with  proper 
exertion  on  the.  part  of  the  husbandman,  will  house 
the  precious  fruits  of  the  earth,  or  at  least  a very 
large  proportion  of  them.  The  crops  of  oats  and 
barley  are,  we  believe,  rather  over  than  under  an 
average,  and  they  will  be  reaped  in  good  condition. 
The  wheat,  though  in  many  places  abundant,  and 
perhaps  in  most  uninjured,  has  yet  suffered  enough 
to  reduce  the  crop  below  an  average.  Of  this,  from 
all  the  accounts,  we  cannot  have  any  doubt. 

London,  Sept.  26,  ( evening  ) The  price  of  wheat 
has  again  advanced  in  Mark  lane,  and  there  is  a 
brisk  demand  for  the  article  in  bond.  The  capi- 
talists appear  willing  to  take  almost  any  quantity 
which  may  be  brought  to  market,  not  for  immedi- 
ate sale,  but  to  be  reserved  for  a few  months  on  the 
calculation  that  the  stocks  will  be  exhausted  early 
in  the  spring,  and  that  the  prices  of  all  descriptions 
of  grain  will  then  become  unusually  high. 

Some  parties  estimate  the  deficiency  of  the  pre- 
sent harvest  at  25  per  cent,  below  an  average  crop; 
hut  this  is  probably  an  exaggeration,  though  allow- 
ing, as  others  do,  that  the  deficiency  is  10  per  ct., 
or  about  1,500,000  quarters  of  wheat,  there  will 
still  be  the  greatest  difficulty  in  carrying  ihe  popu- 
lation through  to  the  time  of  the  harvest  of  tiie 
following  year.  Such  are  the  views  now  prevail- 
ing in  the  trade,  and  we  give  them  publication  in 
order  to  show  that  in  the  best-informed  quarters 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  food  of  the  population 
will  remain  at  the  present  prices  for  a very  long 
time;  and  if  it  bo  admitted  that  the  prices  are  too 
high,  then  that  government  may  be  induced  to  en- 
ter into  the  policy  of  abolishing  or  remodelling 
the  com  laws  without  the  delay  of  another  parlia- 
mentary year, 

The  corn  laws  and  the  corn  trade.  On  the  decla- 
ration of  averages  on  Thursday  week,  when  wheat 
was  admilted  at  the  duty  of  Is.  per  quarter,  nearly 
a million  quarters  of  foreign  wheat  were  immedi- 
ately taken  out  of  bond;  but  this  is  only  equal  to 
about  one-twelfth  part  of  the  annual  consumption 
of  wheat  in  the  United  Kingdom — the  total  annual 
consumption  of  this  kind  of  grain  being  estimated 
by  Mr.  M’Culloch  at  12,000,000  quarters. 

Great  efforts  have  been  made  by  the  corn  dealers 
to  purchase  wheat  in  the  Baltic,  Mediterranean, 
and  the  Black  sea,  and  even  in  the  United  States; 
and  the  very  moderate  quantity  obtained  proves  that 
the  stocks  of  corn  are  low  in  most  countries.  This 
fact,  together  with  (he  deficient  produce  in  Eng- 
land, being  clearly  ascertained,  the  opening  of  the 
ports  has  not  caused  any  further  reduction  in  the 
price  of  corn:  bill,  on  the  contrary,  the  price  rose 
on  Monday  at  Mark  lane,  and  we  have  no  doubt 
that  the  rise  was  fully  justified  by  the  stocks  of 
corn  at  home  and  abroad.  The  average  price  of 
wheat  for  the  last  six  weeks  was  declared  on 
Thursday  to  be  72s.  2d.  and  the  duty  therefore 
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rises  to  2s.  Sil.  per  quarter.  The  average  i'or  the 
last  week  was  as  low  as  64s.  2d.  As  it  is  now  se- 
ven years  since  any  foreign  corn  was  admitted  into 
this  country,  except  a few  parcels,  the  fanners  of  ( 
the  corn-growing  countries'  have  of  course  ceased  i 
to  expect  "our  custom;  they  therefore  grow  no  corn  ( 
for  us,  and  when  an  unfavorable  harvest  takes  place  t 
in  those  countries  as  well  as  in  this,  all  our  gold  t 
fails  to  attract  the  quantity  that  is  desirable.  s 

The  necessary  effect  is,  a high  price  of  food  in  ( 
England;  and  to  this  we  must  make  up  our  minds  i 
for  the  next  twelve  months  at  the  least.  But  for 
the  merciful  interposition  of  Providence  in  clearing 
our  skies  just  at  the  crisis  when  the  harvest  seem- 
ed most  likely  to  be  ruined,  the  consequences  must  , 
have  been  dreadful.  A scarcity,  if  not  a dearth  or  , 
famine,  must  have  been  experienced;  and  then  the 
dire  effects  of  restrictive  corn  laws  would  have  been 
felt  in  every  habitation,  and  the  very  tranquility  of 
the  land  would  have  been  in  danger.  Our  escape 
has  been  so  narrow,  that  the  people  ought  every 
where  to  exert  themselves  lot  a repeal  of  the  odious 
bread  tax.  [Leeds  Mercury. 

Liverpool,  Sept.  27.  Considerable  activity  in  the 
tobacco  market  has  prevailed  throughout  the  week, 
chieflv  on  speculation:  and  up  to  ttiis  morning  not 
less  than  40U  hhds.  have  exchanged  hands,  at  the 
advance  of  ^d  to  Jd  per  lb. 

The  iron  trade.  In  consequence  of  the  great 
quantity  ol  orders  received  from  the  United  States 
by  the  leading  houses  in  the  trade,  iron  has  advanc- 
ed 10s.  per  ton;  and  from  the  prospect  which  is  held  j 
out,  that  the  present  heavy  demand  for  iron  rails 
will  be  immediately  succeeded  by  others  of  similar 
magnitude,  it  is  now  confidently  calculated  upon 
that  an  additional  10s.  will  be  maintained  at  the 
next  quarterly  meeting  of  the  iron  masters  in  the 
Staffordshire  and  Shropshire  districts. 

[ Birmingham  Advertiser. 

Alexandria,  Sept.  1.  The  Nile  having  risen  but 
slowly,  and  tile  inundations  this  year  having  been 
far  from  satisfactory,  the  crops  are  in  general  ex- 
pected to  prove  short,  and  prices  of  wheat  have  ra- 
pidly advanced  in  the  interior.  Our  stock  here 
consists  nearly  altogether  of  wheat  from  the  Black 
sea  which  has  not  yet  followed  the  impulse  given 
from  the  interior  consuming  markets;  we  quote 
here  12  plast  to  14  plast.  From  Constantinople  we 
have  received  during  the  last  few  days  some  car- 
goes of  wheat,  but  tney  have  all  been  warehoused 
in  expectation  of  an  advance  in  prices  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year,  when  the  yield  of  the  crops  with 
more  certainty  may  be  estimated. 

London,  Sept.  27.  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  a letter  dated  Dantzig,  17th  Sept,  instant,  from 
a first  rate  house  in  that  city,  in  direct  communica- 
tion with  Poland  in  all  her  provinces.  The  letter 
was  received  here  on  the  24lh. 

‘■Since  our  last  reports  nothing  has  been  done 
here  in  wheat,  except  a parcel  ordinary  stuff,  nardly 
better  than  screenings  (3;)  lasts)  has  changed  hands 
at  35s.  The  weather  remains  remarkably  fine.. — 
From  the  reports  we  have  received  from  Poland,  it 
appears  harvesters  have  not  been  lazy  in  carrying 
wneat  crops  during  favorable  weather.  Their  work 
appears  to  be  finished  at  Cracow,  in  Sundmir,  and 
in  Lublin,  and  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Bug  river. 
The  wheat  has  been  completely  dried  by  the  sunny 
weather,  and  is  housed  in  excellent  condition.  It 
is  estimated  to  yield  less  than  one-fourth  of  an  ave- 
rage crop  in  Cracow  and  Sundmir,  and  half  an 
average  in  Lublin  and  Volhynia.  The  fine  weather 
has,  however,  not  had  every  where  the  effect  to  re- 
pairold  injury.  The  crop  of  rye  is  satisfactory  in 
quantity,  but  deficient  in  quality,  it  being  uncom- 
monly light.  On  the  right  bank  of  the  Bug  river, 
(Russian  side)  both  rye  and  wheat  are  reported  to  be 
short  in  quantity.  Some  ships  which  came  in 
chartered  remain  without  employment.  No  grain 
freight  can  be  got  for  them.  They  have  been 
obliged  to  cut  ports  into  these  new  vessels  in  order 
to  make  a poor  freight  by  taking  in  timber  at  23s. 
per  load.” 

Our  readers  will  be  able  to  estimate  from  the 
above  extract  what  prospect  there  is  of  any  supply 
being  derived  during  the  next  year  from  the  great 
granary  of  Europe.  The  fact  is  that  all  the  stocks 
in  the  Baltic  ports  are  swept  out.  Our  corn  laws 
have  produced  their  effect;  for  it  is  an  undoubted 
fact  that  the  breadth  of  wheat  is  diminished  to  a 
great  extent  on  the  continent,  our  custom  being  so 
very  uncertain  that  people  are  ruined  in  waiting  for 
it.  Our  land  owners  have  now  brought  things  to  the 
pass,  if  we  are  independent  of  foreign  countries 
with  respect  to  food,  the.y  are  equally  independent 
of  us,  so  that  they  may  have  the  satisfaction  during 
a scarcity  of  knowing  that  we  cannot  escape  the 
destruction  which  they  have  intended  for  us. 

We  regret  to  say  the  domestic  accounts  hold  out 
but  little  hopes  to  the  poor  for  the  coming  year. 

[Morning  Chronicle, 
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From  the  Richmond  Enquirer. 

Srit:  In  the  letter  I addressed  to. you  from  London, 
on  the  15th  of  August,  enclosing  a copy  of  the  cor- 
respondence which  had  just  taken  place  between  Mr. 
O’Connell  and  Mr.  Stevenson,  [ promised  to  inves- 
tigate the  truth  of  the  declaration  of  the  former,  that 
the  report  of  that  part  of  the  speech  at  the  anti- 
slavery meeting  at  Birmingham,  in  which  a highly 
offensive  allusion  was  made  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  “teas 
not  correct .”  I now  proceed  to  redeem  this  pledge. 

I feel  sensibly  the  very  unenviable  notoriety,  hum- 
ble as  my  name  may  be,  in  having  it  in  any  degree 
connected  with  that  of  the  individual,  with  whose 
character  1 am  about  to  deal,  with  a freedom  which 
doubtless  will  entitle  me  to  a large  share  of  his  cha- 
racteristic abuse.  I am  free  to  confess,  that  I should 
not  have  troubled  myself,  with  a matter  compara- 
tively so  utteily  worthless  as  the  issue,  whether  Mr. 
O’Connell  had,  on  a given  occasion,  spoken  the  truth 
or  the  reverse,  if,  as  the  public  calumniator  of  Ame- 
rica, it  were  not  of  some  consequence  to  fix  the  pre- 
cise degree  of  value  to  be  attached  to  his  authority, 
and  to  tiie  weight  of  that  moral  judgment,  which  he 
so  insultingly  and  presumptuously  pronounces. 

Before  I proceed  to  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  al- 
low me  to  explain  the  circumstances  under  which 
my  letter  to  you  of  the  15th  Aug.  was  written,  as 
that  letter,  you  are  aware,  has  subjected  me  to  cen- 
sure for  the  tone  of  violence  in  which  it  was  written. 
However  just  this  sentence  may  be,  I nevertheless 
think  I shall  make  it  abundantly  manifest,  that  there 
is  no  language,  however  insulting  and  acrimonious, 
which  an  American,  with  a proper  sense  of  self-re- 
spect could  use,  tiiat  would  not  be  amply  justified  by 
Mr.  O’Connell’s  brutal  attack  on  America,  and  her 
official  representative  at  the  court  of  his  own  govern- 
ment. 

After  Mr.  Stevenson  had  closed  his  correspon- 
dence with  this  individual,  and  I was  preparing  to 
transmit  it  to  you,  just  before  the  departure  of  the 
mail  for  the  Liverpool  packet  of  the  16th  August, 
an  American  gentleman  called  on  me,  and  remarked 
that  he  had  read  with  much  satisfaction  Mr.  Sleven- 
son’s  correspondence  with  Mr.  O’Connell,  hut  not 
without  some  surprise,  as  he  had  arrived  in  Birming- 
ham the  day  after  the  memorable  festival  of  the  1st, 
and  that  every  body  there  spoke  of  Mr.  O’Connell’s 
having  used  the  very  same  language,  in  reference  to 
Mr.  Stevenson,  which  was  to  be  found  in  the  re- 
ported speech — but,  that  there  was,  indeed,  one  very 
material  omission  in  the  report  in  question,  and  that 
was,  Mr.  O’Connell’s  gross  attack  on  the  memory 
of  Washington.  ‘-That  this  man,”  to  use  the  gen- 
tleman’s own  language,  “had  endeavored  to  fix  upon 
the  memory  of  the  Father  of  our  country,  the  conjoint 
guilt  of  the  basest  avarice  and  the  most  disgraceful 
hypocrisy,  by  declaring,  that  even  our  boasted  Wash- 
ington was  a slave-holder,  who  had  purchased  the 
cheap  renown  of  emancipating  his  slaves,  but  that 
he  had  not  manumitted  them,  until  death,  and  the  want 
of  progeny  had  rendered  them  of  no  further  value  to 
him!”  1 then  declared,  that  1 regretted  that  I had 
not  allowed  Mr.  Stevenson  to  push  the  libeller  to  the 
wall,  when  some  conjuncture  might  have  arisen  in 
which  he  might  have  been  punished  for  this  pre- 
viously unknown  outrage 

It  was  under  the  excitement  of  this  communica- 
tion, I w rote  my  letter  to  you  of  the  15th  of  August. 
Although  it  was  written  with  a haste  which  pre- 
cluded revision,  I cannot  but  feel  the  humility  of  a 
seeming  apology  to  any  portion  of  my  own  country- 
men, I'or  the  intemperance  of  my  language,  provoked 
by  the  outrage,  of  which  this  licensed  calumniator 
had  been  guilty,  on  a name  best  associated  with  the 
glory  of  our  country  and  most  endear'  d to  its  affec- 
tions. With  these  preliminary  observations,  I will 
now  pass  to  the  object  of  this  communication — and 
in  order  that  the  American  public  may  understand 
what  Mr.  O’Connel  has  denied,  I will  show  what  he 
is  reported  to  have  uttered. 

He  observed  in  the  report  of  the  speech  to  which 
I refer — “We  have  got  more  to  do;  we  are  only  be- 
ginning the  fight.  We  have  the  power  of  British 
humanity  on  our  side.  How  delighted  have  I been 
at  the  language  of  our  eloquent  and  honored  friend 
this  evening.”  (Dr.  Lustiington,  who  had  indulged 
in  a tissue  of  gross  and  abusive  libels  on  the  people 
of  the  U.  S.)  America,  through  her  thousand  vil- 
lages, along  her  multitudinous  streams,  amid  the 
roar  of  her  waters,  shall  hear  the  echo  of  his  voice. 
She  will  heat,  that  one  of  the  most  eloquent  living 
orators  of  the  British  parliament,  one  of  the  most 
successful  professional  men,  one  of  the  most  highly 
gifted  of  our  ecclesiastical  judges,  has  passed  sen- 
tence of  eternal  infamy  upon  her.  Oh  yes!  they  are 
infamous'  It  was  the  judge  who  pronounced  this 
sentence — but  I want  the  verdict  of  a jury  on  the 
same  question.  As  many  of  you  as  are  of  opinion 
that  they  are  infamous,  say  aye!  (A  loud  shout  of 


aye  burst  from  the  whole  assembly.)  Aye,  they  are 
infamous.  Infamous,  slave-holding  America.  Ibe- 
lieve  their  very  ambassador  is  a slave  breeder;  one  of 
those  beings  who  rear  up  slaves  for  the  purposes  of 
traffic.  Is  it  possible,  that  America  would  send  here  a 
man  who  traffics'in  blood,  and  is  a disgrace  to  human 
nature?  1 hope  the  assertion  is  untrue;  but  it  is  right 
to  speak  out.” 

On  Mr.  Slevenson’s  demanding  to  know  of  Mr. 
O’Connell  whether  the  above  was  a correct  report  of 
what  he  did  say  on  the  occasion  in  question,  in  allu- 
sion to  himself,  he  received,  as  you  are  aware,  the 
following  reply  from  Mr.  O’Connell: 

No.  16,  Pall  Mull,  Aug.  10,1333. 

Sin:  In  consequence  of  your  letter  of  yesterday’s 
date,  I examined  the  report  of  my  speech  in  the 
Spectator  of  the  4th,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, that  the  paragraph  you  have  selected  is  not  a 
correct  repoi  t of  what  1 said  on  the  occasion. 

The  very  next  sentence  does,  to  my  mind,  show 
that  this  report  could  not  have  been  correct,  and 
having  examined  another  report  since,  as  well  as 
Irom  distinct  recollection,  I repeat  that  the  report  is 
not  correct. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  O’CONNELL. 

Hon.  Mr.  Stevenson. 

To  this  note,  you  are  aware,  that  Mr.  Stevenson 
replied  as  follows: 

“Presuming  that  you  intended  your  reply  as  a de- 
nial of  the  offensive  expressions  in  that  part  of  your 
teported  speech,  which  had  allusion  1o  myseif,  I 
am  satisfied  with  the  answer  you  have  given.” 

Now,  il  is  quite  manifest,  among  gentlemen,  that 
after  Mr.  O’Connell’s  denial  of  the  correctness  of  the 
report  of  his  remarks  in  relation  to  Mr.  Stevenson, 
he  was  tinder  the  highest  obligations  of  trulh  and 
honor,  lo  correct  any  erroneous  inference  which  Mr. 
S.  might  have  made  of  his  intention  to  wound  his 
feelings.  Mr.  O'Connell’s  silence,  after  Mr.  Ste- 
venson had  arinounct-d  his  intention  of  making  their 
correspondence  public,  confirms  and  justifies  Mr. 
Stevenson’s  deduction,  and  makes  Mr.  O’Connell's 
disavowal  plenary  arid  decisive. 

I must,  however,  confess,  if  we  had  had  any  oilier 
antagonist  lo  deal  with,  I should  not  have  seized  on 
this  point  in  the  pleadings  to  drop  the  correspon- 
dence. If  we  had  had  a reasonable  subject,  or  if  it 
had  been  Mr.  Stevenson’s  fortune  to  have  opened 
his  correspondence  with  an  individual  who,  enter- 
taining scruples  in  relation  to  such  obligations,  (as 
they  are  understood  among  gentlemen,)  but  who, 
nevertheless,  having  perpetrated  an  unprovoked 
wrong  against  an  individual,  would  have  fell,  by  it- 
self, the  moral  obligation  of  making  him  afonem'ent, 
I would  have  consented,  that  Mr.  Stevenson  should 
have  gone  a step  further,  and  demanded  of  Mr. 
O’ConneLl  an  explicit  declaration  of  what  he  had 
said  in  relation  to  Mr.  S.  But  I knew,  from  what  I 
had  heard  ol  Mr.  O’Connell’s  character,  such  an 
appeal  would  have  beett  hopeless.  With  this  view 
of  the  subject,  my  friend,  cp.pt.  Perry,  not  only  en- 
tirely coricuried,  tint  suggested  the  course  that  was 
finally  adopted.  Arid  we  believed  that,  as  every 
body  was  aware  of  the  extraordinary  accuracy  of 
the  stenographers  of  England,  the  conclusion  would 
be  readily  formed,  (hat  Mr.  O’Connell  had  resorted 
to  a disingenuous  artifice,  if  not  a palpable  untruth 
to  sneak  out  of  the  difficulty;  and  Ibis,  affer  all,  was 
the  only  triumph  which  could  be  obtained  over  the 
recklesss  libeller  of  our  country. 

That  this  untruth  was  uttered,  I will  now  prove. 
About  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  alter  the  correspon- 
dence between  Mr.  O’Connel]  and  Mr.  Stevenson 
had  been  closed,  business  carried  me  to  Birmingham, 
where  I met  with  several  individuals,  who  all  con- 
curred in  declaring  that  the  report  in  the  Sun  was 
almost,  if  not  enlirely  verbatim  what  Mr.  O'Connell 
had  said  in  relation  to  the  American  minister,  in  his 
speech  of  the  1st  of  August;  yet,  as  an  unwilling- 
ness was  felt  to  give  certificates  of  the  very  fact  they 
averred, 0to m the  state  of  public  opinion,  (I  pre- 
sume, on  tiie  slave  question  in  Birmingham,)  I was, 
therefore,  without  ibis  testimony  in  an  authentic 
shape,  until  I had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  a 
highly  respectable  gentlemen,  a resident  of  Birming- 
ham, who,  without  1 he  slightest  hesitation,  addressed 
to  me  the  following  note,  in  reply  to  one  which  I 
wrote  him,  and  whose  authority  I have  to  use  it,  as 
I may  deem  proper: 

September  6,  1S38. 

My  dear  sir:  I heard  Mr.  O’Connell  deliver  his 
celebrated  ai  ti-slavery  speech  at  Birmingham  on  the 
1st  ultimo.  His  allusions  to  the  Ameiican  minister, 
reported  in  the  Sun  and  Spectator,  were  not  only 
correctly,  subsiant  ally,  but  I believe  literally,  what 
Mr.  O’Connell  uttered. 

He  w'as,  likewise,  guilty  of  the  remarkable  inde- 
corum of  making  a fling  at  the  memory  of  gen. 
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Washington,  by  asserting  that  be  was  not  only  a 
slave-holder,  but  that  he  bad  never  manumitted  his 
slaves  until  his  death,  when  they  could  be  of  no 
longer  service  to  him. 

1 remain,  dear  sir,  with  much  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  VANWART. 

Gen.  Hamilton. 

I do  not  know  that  I have  any  thing  more  to  do 
with  Mr.  O’Connell,  unless  by  his  own  seeking. 
I have  redeemed  my  pledge.  1 have  convicted 
him  of  being  a wanton  and  vulgar  libeller,  not  only 
of  my  country,  but  of  the  most  precious  melnory 
embalmed  in  its  history.  I have  convicted  him  of 
a palpable  untruth  to  avoid  a just  atonement  to- 
wards a gentleman,  against  whom  he  had  been 
guilty  of  an  unprovoked  outrage;  a gentleman  who 
never  did  him  wrong  and  whose  official,  if  not  his 
personal,  station  ought  to  have  entitled  him,  not  to 
the  abuse,  but  to  the  protection  and  hospitality  of 
every  man  in  the  British  nation. 

It  is  not  a part  of  my  purpose,  sir,  to  enter  into 
a defence  of  American  slavery  in  the  abstract,  or  in 
its  practical  manifestations  among  ourselves,  al- 
though 1 fully  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by 
one  of  the  most  philosophical  of  our  public  writers, 
that  American  slavery  had  done  more  to  civilize 
the  African,  than  all  that  the  missionaries  have 
been  able  to  accomplish  from  the  commencement 
of  the  Christian  dispensation,  to  the  present  time, 
in  the  benighted  regions  of  that  vast  continent. 
Nor  could  I sustain  this  position  with  better  au- 
thor!)}' than  British  authority.  In  the  admirable 
journal  of  the  expedition  of  capt.  Owen  on  the 
Western  coast  of  Africa  in  1822,  1 find  these  just 
reflections,  which  I recommend  to  the  special  no- 
tice of  Mr.  O’Connell  and  his  great  ecclesiastical 
judge:  “The  wild  savage  is  the  child  of  passion, 

unaided  by  a ray  of  religion  or  morality  to  direct 
his  course;  in  consequence  of  which,  his  existence 
is  stained  with  every  crime  that  can  debase  human 
nature  to  a level  with  the  brute  creation.  Who  can 
say  that  the  slaves  in  our  colonies  are  such?  Are 
they  not,  by  comparison,  with  their  still  savage 
brethren,  enlightened  beings?  Is  not  the  West  In- 
dia negro,  therefore,  greatly  indebted  to  his  mas- 
ter, for  making  him  what  he  is — for  having  raised 
him  from  a state  of  debasement  in  which  he  was 
born,  and  placed  him  in  a scale  of  civilized  so- 
ciety? The  man  who  has  seen  the  wild  African 
roaming  in  his  native  woods,  and  the  well-fed, 
happy-looking  negro  of  the  West  Indies,  rnay  per- 
haps be  able  to  judgo  of  their  comparative  happi- 
ness. The  former,  I strongly  suspect,  would  be 
glad  to  exchange  his  state  of  boasted  lreedom,  star- 
vation and  disease,  and  become  the  slave  of  sinners, 
and  commiseration  of  saints.” 

I might,  on  this  point,  say  much.  I might,  with 
great  truth,  say,  that  habits  of  labor  and  industry 
were  toe  first  great  lessons  of  civilization,  which 
American  slavery  has  taught  the  African  savage. 
I might,  moreover,  show  that,  as  it  was  the  com- 
mercial avarice  of  Great  Britain,  (against  their 
strong  remonstrances,)  which  deluged  the  colonies 
with  imported  slaves,  at  least  it  would  be  modest, 
if  not  just,  alter  they  have  increased,  as  it  is  alleged, 
to  a fearlul  magnitude,  to  leave  to  us,  who  are  now 
morally  responsible  for  the  institution,  the  disposi- 
tion of  its  future  destiny.  But  I have  no  such  pur- 
pose— my  task  is  performed;  and  what  that  object 
is,  1 do  not  know  that  I can  make  more  manifest, 
or  conclude  this  communication  more  appropriate- 
ly, than  by  speaking  of  Mr.  O’Connell  in  the  same 
language  in  which  he  was  addressed  by  the  intrepid 
and  talented  Roebuck,  in  his  letter  to  the  Irish  agi- 
tator, on  the  4th  of  August,  in  which  he  convicted 
him  of  the  grossest  injustice  to  Mr.  Papineau  and 
the  rest  of  the  Canadian  patriots,  and  of  a servile 
truckling  to  the  ministry:  “7  write,  not  to  shame 
you,  but  to  prove  to  my  own  countrymen,  how  wanting 
you  are  in  truth , in  justice,  in  generosity;  to  mark  for 
their  instruction,  the  worthlessness  of  your  authority; 
to  hold  you  up  to  the  scorn  and  the  contempt  of  the 
brave,  the  truth-loving  and  the  generous.” 

I regret,  sir,  that  I should  have  occupied  so  large 
a space  in  your  paper,  on  a subject  so  essentially 
disgustful. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, J.  HAMILTON,  of  S.  C. 

Thos.  Ritchie,  Esq.,  New  York,  Oct.  10th. 

P.  S.  Since  uniting  the  above,  I have  seen  Mr. 
O’Connell’s  letter  from  Darryname  Abbey,  Sept. 
13th,  to  the  editor  o(  the  Morninjr  Chronicle,  which, 
so  far  from  inducing  me  to  qualify  one  syllable  of 
what  I have  written,  only  alfords  fresh  evidence  of 
his  meanness,  duplicity,  falsehood,  and  insolence. 
The  contemptible  quibble,  by  which  he  attempts 
to  shelter  his  untruth,  on  the  ground  that  there  was 
a difference  between  the  report  of  his  allusions  to 
Mr.  Stevenson  in  the  Spectator  and  in  the  Emanci- 
pator, is  no  doubt  an  afterthought  got  up,  in  conse- 


quence of  bis  hearing  that  some  efforts  were  making 
at  Birmingham  to  establish  tiis  falsehood. 

His  slanders  in  relation  to  slave-breeding  in  Vir- 
ginia are  doubtless  from  the  mintage  of  tiis  own 
mendacious  imagination,  lor  which  be  is  not  in- 
debted even  to  the  thousand  calumnies  of  the  veri- 
lable  “ tourists ” in  America.  Your  readers  at  home 
know  that  the  story  is  as  untrue,  as  the  scandal  is 
indecent  and  audac  ious.  As  to  his  social  anathe- 
ma, “that  no  slaveholder  ought  to  be  received  on  a 
footing  of  equality,  by  any  of  the  civilized  inhabi- 
tants of  Europe,”  we  would,  I believe,  readily  sub- 
mit, if  the  proscription  were  to  extend  to  our  ex- 
clusion from  his  society  alone.  The  calamity,  in- 
deed, would  not  be  an  intolerable  one.  By  this 
rule,  George  Washington,  Thomas  Jefferson,  James 
Madison,  and  James  Monroe,  would  have  been  un- 
fit companions  for  Daniel  O’Connell  1 1 ! 


REMAINS  OF  CHARLES  THOMPSON. 
From  Paulson's  Phila.  Advertiser . 

A beautiful  tiiibute.  The  remains  of  the 
venerable  Charles  Thompson  having  been  removed 
by  his  nephew,  from  a private  burying  ground  iri 
Lower  Merion  where  they  have  been  unhonored 
for  fourteen  years,  to  the  beautiful  cemetery  at 
Laurel  Hill,  a monument  of  granite  was  erected  over 
them  last  week,  a little  below  the  highest  summit 
of  the  grounds,  and  near  a remarkable  point  of 
rock.  The  monument  will  bear  the  lollowing  in- 
scription: 

This  monument 
Covers  the  remains  of  the 
Honorable 

CHARLES  THOMPSON, 

The  first  and  long 
The  confidential  secretary  of  the 
Continental  congress. 

And  the 

Enlightened  benefactor  of  his  country 
In  its  day  of  peril  and  need. 

Born  Nov.  1729. 

Died,  August  16,  1824, 

Full  of  honors  and  of  years. 

As  a patriot. 

His  memorial  and  just  honors 
Are  inscribed  on  the  pages 
01  bis  country’s  hisiory. 

As  a Christian, 

His  piety  was  sincere  and  enduring; 

His  Biblical  learning  was  prolound, 

As  is  shown  by  his  translation  of  the  Septuagint. 
As  a man, 

He  was  honored,  loved  and  wept. 

Erected 

To  the  memory  of  an  honored 
Uncle  and  benefactor, 

' By  his  nephew, 

John  Thompson  of  Delaware. 

Hie  Jacet 

Homo  Veritatisel  Gratiaj. 

The  style  of  this  monument  will  attract  general 
admiration.  It  is  in  the  form  of  Cleopatra’s  Nee- 
dle, the  shaft  reduced  trom  the  original  height  of  64 
leet,  to  16,  or  one  fourth,  the  whole  height  includ- 
ing the  base  is  twenty-one  feet,  and  the  entire 
w eight  of  stone  about  five  tons. 

Its  size,  material,  and  severe  simplicity,  together 
with  its  rural  situation  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill, render  it  peculiarly  suitable  to  commemorate 
such  a character  as  that  of  Charles  Thompson.  He 
was  active  when  the  claims  ofhiscountry  demand- 
ed his  attention,  and  retired  to  the  shades  of  private 
life,  as  soon  as  those  duties  were  fulfilled.  He  dif- 
fered somewhat  from  many  of  the  politicians  of  a 
later  era,  in  being  a man  of  deep  arid  heart  felt  re- 
ligion and  piety.  His  Bible  was  his  book  of  books 
and  very  many  of  his  years  were  spent  on  his  orig- 
inal translation  of  the  New  Testament;  bis  version 
is  slill  held  in  high  esteem  by  biblical  scholars. 

Identified  as  his  name  was  with  every  principal 
event  of  the  revolution,  it  is  a matter  for  public 
congratulation,  that  his  name  and  deeds  are  inscrib- 
ed on  a suitable  tablet,  and  in  a situation  where  it 
will  be  permanently  conspicuous.  Would  that  all 
the  great  and  good  men  of  that  day  were  similarly 
and  suitably  remembered. 


THE  INDIANS  IN  THE  WEST. 

From  the  Globe. 

Extract  from  a letter  of  Montford  Slokes,  agent  for 
the  Cherorokee  nation,  to  the  war  department, 
dated 

Fort  Gibson,  Sept.  23,  1838. 
“Col.  Logan,  the  Creek  agent,  general  Arbuckle, 
and  myself,  have  just  returned  from  a general  coun- 
cil of  Indians,  called  by  the  Cherokees. 

“We  were  particularly  requested  to  attend  this 
council,  in  consequence  of  a publication  in  Ihe  Nash- 
ville Banner,  in  which  col.  Mason,  of  the  1st  regi- 
I ment  of  dragoons,  informs  general  Gaines  that  the 


Cherokees  west  had  invited  all  the  red  people  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  in  order  to  form  a hostile  associa- 
tion of  the  red  people,  to  make  a simultaneous  at- 
tack upon  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  There  were  ten 
nations  represented  in  the  council.  We  listened  to 
all  their  talks,  and  there  is  not  the  least  foundation 
for  the  alarm  created  in  the  mind  of  coi.  Mason.  I 
myself  wrote  the  messages  of  invitation  liom  the 
Cherokees,  and  there  was  not  one  word  of  hostile 
feeling,  nor  any  war  tokens  sent.” 

Takertanker,  Cherokee  Nation , 
September  21,  1838. 

To  Messrs,  gen.  Arbuckle,  gen.  Stokes,  and  col.  Logan: 
Friends  and  brothers:  We,  the  undersigned, 
chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Cherokee,  Creek,  Semi- 
nole, Seneca,  Delaware,  Shawnee,  Quapaw,  and 
Sac  nations,  having  this  day  met  in  general  council, 
for  the  purpose  of  renewing  the  friendship  once  ex- 
isting among  our  forelathers,  have  received  a com- 
munication through  the  medium  of  the  newspapers, 
written  by  col.  Mason  to  gen.  Gaines,  which  was 
read  and  explained  w hilst  in  council,  that  the  object 
of  the  council  wa3  to  effect  a union  of  the  different 
tribes,  preparatory  to  striking  a simultaneous  blow 
upon  tiie  settlements  of  Aikansas  and  Missouri, 
trom  Red  river  to  the  Upper  Mississippi.  Col.  Ma- 
son further  states  that  1 he  Osages  and  Kansas  were 
not  invited;  for  what  reason  they  were  excluded  he 
was  not  able  to  learn.  When  the  invitation  was 
given  out,  there  was  a general  one  to  all  Ihe  differ- 
ent tribes  wiio  were  friendly  to  the  United  States,  to 
meet  for  the  purpose  as  before  slated,  and  we  regret 
that  any  report  should  be  circulated  which  might 
prove  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  different 
tribes,  and  we  wish  you  to  assuie  the  United  States 
government  that  the  report  is  without  any  founda- 
tion whatever. 

Your  friends  and  brothers, 
f John  Jolly, 

John  Luna, 

John  Rogers, 

Charles  Cannon, 

John  Smith, 

Dutches, 

fRoly  McIntosh, 

Ularlor  Harjo, 

Foshutch  Micco, 

Cocheher  Tusmuggee,  his  x mark. 
Tuckbache  Micco,  his  x mark. 
Jim  Boy, 

Little  Doctor, 

Cbochcharho  Maita, 

Jiin  Island, 

Ne  har-yar  ho-lar, 

Cassater  Micco, 

' George  Culleye, 

Captain  Good  Hunter, 

John  Young, 

C unstick, 

C Fulco-lusta-hayo, 
l Ne-har  thocco, 

C Ciiarly  Beaver, 

£ Wea-iien, 

( Capt.  Reed, 

£ Nai -parluetar, 

C Hackator, 

£ Young  Chief, 

C Per-sebe-ho, 

£ Lo  w er, 

t War-se-ar-na-quo, 

7 A-co  car-co-wo, 

( Thomas  Brant, 

7 Yankee  Bill, 

Witness: 

Joseph  M.  Lynch, 

Young  Wolf, 

Chilly  McIntosh, 

James  L.  Alexander, 

George  Harnon. 

True  copy:  S.  Y.  SIMMONS, 

A.  D.  C.  and  A.  A.  Adj.  gen. 
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Creeks. 
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Seminoles. 

Delawares. 

Shawnees. 

Quapaws. 

Sacs. 

Tar  wees. 
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his  x mark, 
his  x mark. 


his  x mark, 
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LOUIS  PHILIPPE. 

From  the  New  York  Commercial  Adverlier. 

Few  men  have  ever  lived  who  have  passed  through 
greater  vicissitudes  than  Louis  Philippe,  the  pre- 
sent king  of  France.  Born  the  heir  to  greater  af- 
fluence than  was  possessed  by  any  other  individual 
in  France,  he  had  scarcely  readied  the  years  of 
manhood,  when  the  violence  of  the  revolution  of 
1788,  drove  him  an  exile  from  his  country,  to 
which  lie  was  not  permitted  to  return  for  more 
than  twenty  years.  After  his  return  to  his  native 
land,  he  lived  fifteen  years  in  as  great  retirement 
as  was  possible  for  a man  of  his  elevated  rank, 
nearness  of  relation  to  the  reigning  family,  and  the 
vast  possessions  which  he  had  recovered  from  long 
confiscation.  Then  called  suddenly  to  take  the 
throne  of  a great  nation,  lie  lias  displayed  a capa- 
city for  government  which  probably  not  one  in 
France  supposed  him  to  possess.  Louis  Philippe 
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was  born  at  Paris,  October  6,  1773,  he  has  conse- 
quently nearly  completed  his  C5th  year.  He  was 
the  eldest  son  of  that  duke  of  Orleans  who  espous- 
ed the  revolution  of  1789,  threw  away  his  title,  took 
that  of'Egalite,  (equality)  and  lost  his  life  by  the 
guillotine.  Probably  few  men  more  richly  deserv- 
ed it  for  his  crimes.  Louis  Philippe  at  first  bore 
the  title  of  duke  of  York  of  Valois,  and,  when  bis 
father  became  duke  of  Orleans,  he  took  that  of 
duke  of  Chartres.  His  infantile  education  was  con- 
ducted by  the  celebrated  Madame  de  Genlis. 

His  juvenile  studies  were  pursued  under  very 
capable  masters,  and  few  young  men  of  his  rank 
ever  improved  their  time  better.  He  early  display- 
ed talents  of  a high  order.  In  1791,  he  entered  the 
army  as  a colonel,  and  distinguished  himself  by 
two  or  three  acts  of  humanity — such  as  saving  a 
non-juring  priest  from  the  populace,  and  an  engi- 
neer from  drowning — at  Vendome,  where  he  was 
first  stationed.  In  T792,  be  served  in  the  French 
armies  employed  against  Belgium,  and  distinguish- 
ed himself  in  the  battle  of  Valmy,  fought  by  Kel- 
lerman,  on  the  20th  ot  September,  and  in  that  of 
Jeinappes,  which  was  fought  by  Dumourier,  on  the 
5th  ot  November.  In  1793,  horrified  at  the  exces- 
ses of  the  revolution,  and  finding  himself  and  all 
his  family  unacceptable  to  the  existing  government 
— an  order  in  fact,  having  issued  for  his  arrest— 
he  left  France  and  retired  into  Switzerland  w'ith  his 
sister. 

For  a while  he  staid  at  Bremgarten  in  the  Gri- 
sons,  then  became  a professor,  under  a feigned 
name  in  the  college  of  Richenau,  where  for  eight 
months  he  taught  geography,  history,  and  the  Eng- 
lish and  French  languages,  and  also  mathematics. 
Afterward  he  returned  to  Bremgarten,  and  resided 
there  a short  time  under  the  name  of  Corby.  But 
finding  safety  nowhere  longer  in  Switzerland,  he 
went  through  Germany  to  Hamburg,  whence  he 
intended  to  embark  for  the  United  States.  But  he 
either  found  no  vessel  at  Hamburg  going  to  that 
country — or,  what  was  more  likely,  had  not  the  ne- 
cessary funds — and  alter  staying  theie  a shoitt'me, 
in  which  be  wrote  an  account  of  his  wanderings 
from  the  time  he  left  France,  he  left  Hamburg  lor 
Copenhagen;  and  after  wandering  over  Denmark, 
Sweden,  Norway,  Finland,  and  even  visiting  the 
north  cape  of  Europe  in  lat.  72°,  he  returned  to 
Hamburg  and  took  ship  for  America,  his  bankers  at 
Copenhagen  and  Hamburg  having  procured  him 
some  funds.  He  arrived  at  Philadelphia  in  Octo- 
ber, 1796,  and  was  joined  by  his  two  brothers  in  the 
February  succeeding.  Accompanied  by  oneFrench 
oervant,  the  three  brothers  set  out  on  horseback, 
and  visited  first,  Baltimore,  and  afterwards  Mount 
Vernon,  whither  general  Washington  had  invited 
them.  Afterward  they  travelled  in  the  southern 
states,  and  returned  to  Philadelphia,  when  the  yel- 
low fever  was  there.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same 
year  (1797)  they  travelled  in  the  New  England 
states  and  New  York.  In  the  winter  succeeding 
they  went  out  to  Pittsburg,  and  descended  the  Ohio 
in  a boat,  and  atter  traversing  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee, and  visiting  the  Cherokees  in  the  latter 
state,  and  the  Choctaws  in  Mississippi,  they  reached 
New  Orleans. 

From  that  city  they  embarked  in  a ship  for  Ha- 
vana, whence  they  expected  to  go  to  Spain  to  meet 
their  mother,  who  had  been  banished  from  France. 
The  ship  (an  American  one)  in  which  they  sailed 
was  taken  by  an  English  man-of-war,  and  they 
went  to  the  Bahama  Islands,  and  were  kindly  en- 
tertained by  the  duke  of  Kent,  who  was  then  in 
those  parts.  But  they  were  forced  to  go  to  New 
York,  and  thence  they  sailed  in  a British  packet  for 
England,  where  they  arrived  in  1800.  After  a vain 
attempt  to  get  from  England  lo  Minorca,  the  duke 
was  forced  to  return  to  England.  At  that  time 
England  was  at  war  with  Spain.  After  this  the 
three  brothers  established  themselves  at  Twicken- 
ham, where  they  resided,  save  during  their  many 
excursions  throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  for 
some  years.  In  1807,  his  brother,  the  duke  of 
Montpensieur,  died;  and,  soon  after,  the  duke  of 
Orleans  (as  his  title  was  after  the  death  of  his  broth- 
er) sailed  for  Malta  and  Sicily  for  the  health  of  his 
other  brother,  count  Beanjolais,  who  died,  however, 
before  they  reached  the  latter  island.  After  many 
adventures  he  met  his  mother  at  Mahon,  after  a 
separation  of  sixteen  years.  After  that  event  he 
resided  in  Sicily  until  1814,  when,  upon  the  down- 
fall of  Napoleon,  he  returned  to  France  and  lived 
a few  months  at  Paris.  During  his  residence  in 
Sicily  he  was  of  no  inconsiderable  aid  to  lord  Ben- 
tinck,  who  commanded  the  English  forces  maintain- 
ed in  that  island,  to  defend  it  from  the  French.  In 
fact,  he  (the  duke  of  Orleans)  had  much  influence 
with  the  Sicilian  or  Neapolitan  court,  having  mar- 
ried, in  1809,  the  princess  Amelia,  the  daughter  of 
the  king  of  the  two  Sicilies,  who  having  been  dri- 
ven by  the  French  from  Italy,  made  Palermo  his 


capital.  Upon  the  return  of  Bonaparte  from  Elba 
in  1S15,  the  duke  of  Orleans  sent  his  family  over  to 
England  while  he  joined  the  army  of  Louis  XVIII. 

After  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  and  the  consequent 
final  overthrow  ol  Napoleon,  he  joined  his  family 
in  England,  and  for  a while  took  up  his  residence 
again  at  Twickenham.  He  returned  in  the  fall  of 
that  year  [1815]  to  France,  when  he  entered  the 
chamber  of  peers.  But  it  was  not  long  before  his 
liberal  sentiments,  expressed  in  debate,  gave  um- 
brage to  the  government,  and  he  retired  again  with 
his  family  to  England,  where  he  remained  until 
1817.  Upon  his  return  to  France  he  was  no  more 
summoned  to  take  his  seat  in  the  chamber  of  peers. 
From  that  lime  until  1830  he  lived  as  a private 
gentleman. 

As  he  had  recovered  from  the  downfall  of  Napo- 
leon and  restoration  of  the  Bourbons,  the  enormous 
estates  of  his  father,  which  had  long  been  confiscat- 
ed, he  lived  in  happy  retirement,  dividing  his  time 
between  the  palais  royal,  his  residence  in  Paris,  and 
his  beautiful  small  palace  at  Neililly,  two  miles  out 
of  Paris,  where  he  lived  most  of  his  time.  His 
time  was  occupied  in  looking  after  his  great  proper- 
ty, in  superintending  the  education  of  his  children, 
and  in  cultivating  his  own  mind.  His  house  was 
not  frequented  by  a very  large  number  of  persons. 
On  the  contrary.  Ids  friends  were  select,  and  the 
circle  limited.  No  man  could  more  beautifully  ful- 
fil the  duties  of  a father  and  a husband  than  did  the 
future  king  of  France,  during  that  interval  of 
twelve  or  thirteen  years,  probably  the  happiest  of 
his  life.  He  was  a great  patron  of  the  fine  arts 
during  that  period,  as  he  has  ever  been  since  he  as- 
cended the  throne. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  TALLMADGE,  OF  N.  Y., 

AGAINST  THE  ENLARGEMENT  OK  EXECUTIVE 
POWER. 

Delivered  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  June 

30,- 1838,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Wright,  to  re- 
peal the  twelve  first  sections  of  the  deposite  act 

of  1836. 

Mr.  President:  The  proposition  of  my  honora- 
ble colleague,  considering  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  is  introduced,  and  the  source  from  which  it 
comes,  is  the  most  extraordinary  I have  ever  known 
submitted  to  any  legislative  body;  and  let  me  assure 
the  senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Crittenden,)  that 
he  is  mistaken  in  saying,  that  my  colleague  is  con- 
sistent in  making  this  motion,  to  repeal  the  twelve 
first  sections  of  the  deposits  act,  because  he  voted 
originally  against  the  bill.  It  is  true,  be  voted  against 
that  bill  in  1836.  But,  why  did  he  vote  against  it? 
Not,  because  he  was  opposed  to  that  portion  which 
he  now  proposes  to  repeal,  but,  because  he  was  op- 
posed to  what  has  been  termed  the  distribution  clause 
— that  part  which  directed  the  surplus  revenues  of 
the  government  to  be  deposited  with  the  slates:  this 
was  the  ground,  and  the  sole  ground,  upon  which  he 
opposed  the  bill,  and  finally  voted  against  it.  Had 
not  this  distribution  clause  been  added,  he  would  have 
been  the  foremost  to  sustain  by  all  the  powers  of  His 
mind  in  argument,  as  well  as  by  his  vole  on  its  final 
passage,  the  very  portion  of  the  act  which  he  would 
now  repeal.  No,  sir,  his  opposition  to  that  bill,  was 
lo  that  part  of  it  which,  by  his  present  preposition, 
he  consents  to  leave  unrepealed,  and  still  to  remain 
the  law  of  the  land. 

Mr.  President,  who  ever  heard  so  extraordinary  a 
proposition?  What  strange  infatuation  has  seized 
my  honorable  colleague?  What  lias  become  of  that 
prudence,  and  discretion,  and  sagacity,  which  usually 
characterise  his  legislative  action?  Where  is  that 
far  reaching  and  cautious  foresight  by  which,  in  for- 
mer times,  he  was  enabled  to  adapt  Ids  measures  so 
as  to  avoid  disastrous  results?  What  has  become  of 
that  nice  balancing  of  political  calculation,  by  which 
he  was  so  distinguished  in  the  more  palmy  days  ol 
the  party?  Gone,  sir,  gone— and  gone,  I fear,  fore- 
ver. This  is  not  the  act  of  his  deliberate  judgment. 
His  feelings,  under  the  excitement  of  the  occasion, 
may  dictate  itj  but  his  reason,  when  left  to  its  own 
free  exercise,  can  never  approve  it.  I fear  he  has 
yielded,  too  readily,  his  own  better  judgment  to  the 
hasty,  and  indiscreet  suggestion  of  His  friends.  He 
tells  us,  he  came  here  this  morning  with  no  inten- 
tion of  offering  such  a proposition;  but  that  he  has 
been  induced  to  do  it  by  the  advice  of  his  friends. 
Sir,  that  advice  has  not  been  given  on  due  reflection 
• — it  is  the  sudden  impulse,  I will  not  say  of  passion, 
but  of  feeling — I fear  my  honorable  colleague  and 
his  friendly  advisers,  have  taken  too  much  to  heart 
the  disasters  of  the  campaign  which  is  just  drawing 
lo  its  close.  I fear  the  death  of  three  successive 
sub-treasury  monsters  in  the  other  house,  and  one  of 
(heir  tender  offspring  here,  has  effected  too  sensibly 
the  gentleman’s  nerves,  to  allow  them  to  bring  their 
deliberate  judgments  to  the  consideration  of  the 
monstrous  proposition  now  before  us.  Sir,  1 am  well 
assured,  that  had  the  gentlemen  the  benefit  of  one 


night’s  calm  and  dispassionate  reflection,  they  would 
never  consent  to  commit  themselves  in  this  manner 
before  the  country.  Because  they  cannot  subject 
the  treasures  of  the  nation  to  executive  control  by 
law,  they  are  determined  to  give  him  that  control 
without  law;  because  they  have  been  abl?  to  impose 
their  “disorganizing  and  revolutionary”  measure 
upon  an  unwilling  and  resisting  people,  they  have 
determined  to  place  the  whole  money  power  of  the 
government  in  the  hands  of  the  executive,  without 
even  any  of  those  restraints  which  the  sub-treasury 
scheme  was  supposed  to  throw  around  it.  Sir,  it  is 
the  desperate  act  of  desperate  men.  The  executive 
has  led  them  from  the  straight  forward  path  of  prin- 
ciple and  of  duty,  until  they  are  lost  and  bewildered 
ill  the  intricate  mazes  of  bis  wild  and  visionary 
scheming.  1 cannot  but  persuade  myself  that  they 
are  convinced  of  their  errors;  but  that,  discarding 
the  ethics  of  the  Christian  code,  they  feel  it  is  too 
late  to  repent.  They  have  gone  too  iar  to  retreat. — 
In  the  race  they  are  running,  it  is  with  them,  as  in 
John  Gilpin’s  race,  “neck  or  naught,”  and  in  regard 
to  this  policy,  my  colleague  might  say  with  Macbeth: 

“I  am  in  this 

Slept  in  so  far,  that,  should  I wade  no  more, 

Returning  were  as  tedious  as  go  o’er.” 

Such  an  act  of  political  suicide  I have  never  seen 
before.  Such  an  act  of  folly,  and  of  madness,  I 
hope  never  to  see  again. 

Mr.  President,  let  us  look,  for  one  moment,  at  my 
colleagues  peculiar  position  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
position he  has  submitted.  That  portion  of  the  de- 
posite act,  which  he  proposes  to  repeal,  was  origi- 
nally brought  forward  by  himself.  It  was  Ivought 
forward  in  pursuance  of  the  repeated  and  urgent 
recommendation  of  president  Jackson,  that  the  cus- 
tody of  the  public  money  should  be  regulated  by 
law,  and  no  longer  left  to  executive  discretion  or 
executive  agents.  It  was  one  of  my  colleague’s  own 
offspring,  which  he  then  nursed  with  ail  a parent’s 
fondness,  and  cherished  wilh  all  a parent’s  care.  It 
is  this  darling  child,  which  has  already  passed  the 
dangerous  period  of  boyhood,  and  is  fast  approaching 
man’s  estate,  which  his  once  doating  father  now  dis- 
cards, and  turns  him  off  upon  the -cold  charity  of  an 
unfeeling  world,  or  else  to  perish  by  the  hand  of  him 
who  gave  him  life  and  being. 

Sir,  my  colleague  was  chairman  of  a select  com- 
mittee who  reported  the  deposite  act  of  3836.  Two 
separate  bills  were  originally  introduced;  one,  to 
regulate  by  law,  the  custody  of  the  public  money, 
as  recommended  by  president  Jackson;  the  other, 
to  deposite  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  government 
with  the  several  states.  These  two  bills  were  united 
in  one  by  the  select  committee,  of  which  my  col- 
league was  chairman.  He  was  opposed  to  tl  at 
union;  for,  although  he,  and  general  Jackson,  and 
the  whole  party  were  formerly  in  favor  of  an  abso- 
lute distribution  of  the  surplus,  still  he,  and  general 
Jackson,  and  Mr.  Van  Btiren  and  others,  were  now 
opposed,  not  only  to  a distribution  of  it,  but  even 
to  a deposite  with  the  states.  An  unsuccessful  ef- 
fort was  made  in  the  senate  to  keep  these  proposi- 
tions separate  and  distinct.  1 was  in  favor  of  both 
of  them;  but  I voted  to  separate  them,  in  order  that 
my  polilical  friends,  who  did  not  like  the  distribu- 
tion bill,  might  have  the  opportunity  of  voting  for 
the  one  and  against  the  other.  The  two  proposi- 
tions, however,  were  kept  together  by  a majority 
of  the  senate,  and  the  bill  passed  with  only  six  dis- 
senting voles,  my  colleague  being  one,  as  the  sena- 
tor from  Missouri  expressed  it,  of  the  “glorious 
minority  of  six.”  He  went  against  his  own  favo- 
rite measure,  because  of  its  connexion  with  one 
which  he  did  not  approve.  Of  this  I do  not  com- 
plain. But,  I think  the  country  will  have  reason 
to  complain  of  his  course  now,  in  attempting  to 
repeal  that  part,  whose  enactment  he  deemed  so 
important  then,  and  to  leave  unrepealed  that  por- 
tion which  was  so  obnoxious  to  him  at  that  time  as 
(o  make  him  vote  against  the  whole  bill.  He  may 
be  able  lo  explain  the  matter,  but  it  is,  1 confess, 
inexplicable  to  me.  If  lie  bad  made  an  effort  to 
repeal  the  distribution  clause , it  would  not  have  sur- 
prised me;  it  would  have  been  consistent  with  his 
whole  action  on  that  bill.  But,  that  he  should  at- 
tempt to  repeal  the  oilier  porlion  of  it,  which  was 
His  own  darling  project,  is  to  me  astounding,  and  is 
indicative  of'something  “more  than  meets  l he  eye.” 

Sir,  what  was  the  origin  and  object  of  that  part 
of  the  deposite  act  which  my  colleague  pro- 
poses to  repeal?  It  arose  from  the  necessity  which 
president  Jackson  supposed  to  exist,  in  regard  to 
the  custody  of  the  public  money.  Alter  he  re- 
moved the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  he  placed  them  in  the  state  banks,  and  con- 
tinued to  employ  the  state  banks  for  the  safe-custody 
as  well  as  the  disbursement  of  the  public  money. 
But,  he  saw  the  strong  objection  which  would  pre- 
sent itself  to  every  mind,  if  these  deposites  should 
continue  entirely  at  the  mercy,  and  under  the  con- 
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trol  of  executive  discretion.  He  uniformly  and 
invariably  recommended  that  they  should  be  regu- 
lated by  law.  In  the  celebrated  paper  of  Septem- 
ber ISth,  1333,  read  to  his  cabinet,  he  says: 

‘‘In  ridding  the  country  of  an  irresponsible  power 
which  has  attempted  to  control  the  government,  car 
must  be  taken  not  to  unite  the  same  power  with  the 
executive  branch.  To  give  a president  control  over 
the  currency  and  power  over  individuals  now  pos- 
sessed by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  even  with 
the  material  difference  that  he  is  responsible  to  the 
people,  would  be  as  objectionable  and  dangerous  as 
to  leave  it  as  it  is.  Neither  the  on?  or  the  other  is 
necessary,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  resorted  to.” 
Such  was  the  language  employed  by  general 
Jackson  when  he  had  resolved"  on  removing  the 
public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
\Y  hat  was  his  language  alter  they  had  been  removed? 
In  his  message  ol  December,  1S34,  he  thus  speaks 
of  dispensing  with  the  agency  of  that  bank,  and  the 
substitution  ot  the  state  banks,  in  the  performance  of 
its  duties  to  the  government. 

“Happily  it  is  already  illustrated  that  the  agency 
of  such  an  institution  is  not  necessary  to  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  government.  The  state  banks  are 
found  lull}'  adequate  to  the  performance  of  all  ser- 
vices which  were  required  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  quite  as  promptly,  and  with  the  same  cheap- 
ness. 1 hey  have  maintained  themselves,  and  dis- 
charged all  these  duties,  while  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  still  powerful,  and  in  the  field  as  an  open 
enemy;  and  it  is  not  possible  to  conceive  that  they' 
will  find  greater  diffiulties  in  their  operations,  when 
that  enemy  shall  cease  to  exist.” 

But,  he  is  not  satisfied  with  this.  He  urges  upon 
congress,  most  earnestly,  that  the  deposites  in  the 
state  banks,  be  regulated  by  law.  He  adds— 


“The  power  of  congress  to  direct  in  what  places 
the  treasurer  shall  keep  the  moneys  in  the  treasury, 
and  to  impose  restrictions  upon  the  executive  au- 
thoiity,  in  relation  to  their  custody  and  removal,  is 
unlimited,  and  its  exercise  will  rather  be  courted 
than  discoui  aged  by  those  public  officers  and  agents 
on  whom  rests  the  responsibility  for  their  safety”.  It 
is  desiiable  that  as  little  power  as  possible  should  be 
left  to  the  president  or  secretary  of  the  treasury  over 
those  institutions,  which,  being  thus  freed  from  exe- 
cutive influence,  and  without  a common  head  to  di- 
rect their  operations,  would  have  neither  the  temp- 
tati  on  nor  the  ability  to  interfere  in  the  political  con- 
flic  s ot  the  country.  Not  deriving  their  charters 
horn  the  national  authorities,  they  would  never 
have  those  inducements  to  meddle  in  general  elec- 
tions, which  have  led  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
to  agitate  and  convulse  the  country  for  upwards  of 
two  years.” 

By  reason  of  some  difference  of  opinion,  as  to  the 
details  ot  a bill,  no  law  to  regulate  the  deposites 
wilh  the  state  banks  was  passed  at  that  session  of 
congress.  In  the  mean  time  the  public  mind  be- 
came much  excited  on  this  subject,  and  president 
Jackson,  in  his  message  of  December,  1335,  found 
it  necessary  to  repel  in  the  strongest  terms,  all  idea 
ot  keeping  the  public  money  under  executive  con- 
trol, and  thereby  extending  executive  influence. 
He  says — 

“Although  clothed  wilh  the  legal  authority,  and 
supported  by  precedent,  I was  aware  that  there  was, 
in  the  act  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  a liability 
to  excite  that  sensitiv eness  to  execu five  power  which 
it  is  the  characteristic  and  the  duty  of  freemen  to 
indulge,  but  I relied  on  this  feeling,  also,  directed  by 
patriotism  and  intelligence,  to  vindicate  the  conduct 
which,  in  the  end,  would  appear  to  have  bp?n  called 
for  by  the  best  interests  of  my  country.  The  appre- 
hensions natural  to  this  feeling,  that  there  may  have 
been  a desire,  through  the  instrumentality  of  that 
mea.-ui  e,  lo  extend  the  executive  influence,  or  that 
it  may  have  been  prompted  by  motives  not  suffi- 
ciently lree  from  ambition,  were  not  overlooked. 
Under  the  operation  ot  our  institutions,  the  public 
servant  who  is  called  on  to  take  a step  of  high  respon- 
sibility should  feel  in  the  freedom  which  gives  rise 
to  such  apprehensions,  his  highest  security.  When 
unfounded,  the  attention  which  they  arouse,  and  the 
discussions  they  excite,  deprive  those  who  indulge 
them,  of  the  power  to  do  harm,  when  just,  they  but 
hasten  the  certainty  with  which  the  great  body  of 
our  citizens  never  lail  to  repel  an  attempt  to  procure 
their  sanction  to  any  exercise  of  power  inconsistent 
with  the  jealous  raaintainance  of  their  rights.  Un- 
der such  convictions,  and  entertaining  no  doubt  that 
my  constitutional  obligations  demanded  the  steps 
which  were  taken  in  reference  to  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  it  w'as  impossible  for  me  to  be  deterred 
from  the  path  of  duty,  by  a fear  that  my  motives 
could  be  misjudged,  or  that  political  prejudices  could 
defeat  the  just  consideration  ot  the  merits  of  my  con- 
duct. The  result  has  shown  how  safe  is  this  reli- 
ance upon  the  patriotic  temper  and  enlightened  dis- 
cernment of  the  people.  That  measure  has  now 


been  before  them,  and  has  stood,  the  test  of  all  the 
severe  analysis  wdfleh  its  general  importance,  the  in- 
terests it  affected,  and  the  apprehensions  it  excited, 
were  calculated  to  produce:  and  it  now  remains  for 
congress  to  consider  what  legislation  has  become  ne- 
cessary in  consequence. 

“I  need  only  add  to  vvliat  I have,  on  former  occa- 
sions, said  on  this  subject,  generally,  that  in  the  re- 
gulations wdiicli  congress  may  prescribe  respecting 
the  custody  of  the  public  moneys,  it  is  desirable  that 
as  little  discretion  as  may  be  deemed  consistent  with 
their  safe  keeping  should  be  given  to  the  executive 
agents.  No  one  can  be  more  deeply  impressed  than 
I am  with  the  soundness  of  the  doctrine  wdiicli  re- 
strains and  limits,  by  specific  provisions,  execu- 
tive discretion,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  consistently 
with  the  preservation  of  its  constitutional  character. 
In  respect  to  the  control  over  the  public  money,  this 
doctrine  is  peculiarly  applicable,  and  is  in  harmony 
wilh  the  great  principle  which  I felt  I was  sustaining 
in  the  controversy  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  which  has  resulted  in  severing,  to  some  ex- 
tent, a dangerous  connection  between  a moneyed 
and  political  power.  The  duty  of  the  legislature  to 
define,  by  clear  and  positive  enactments,  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  action  which  it  belongs  to  the  exe- 
cutive to  superintend,  springs  out  of  a policy  anala- 
gous  to  that  which  enjoins  upon  all  the  branches  of 
the  federal  government  an  abstinence  from  the  exer- 
cise of  powers  not  clearly  granted.  In  such  a 
government,  possessing  only  limited  and  specific 
powers,  the  spirit  of  general  administration  cannot 
be  wise  or  just,  w'hen  it  opposes  the  reference  of  all 
doubtful  points  to  the  great  source  of  authority,  the 
states  and  the  people;  w’hose  number  and  diversified 
relations,  securing  them  against  the  influences  and 
excitements  wdiich  may  mislead  their  agents,  make 
thpm  the  safest  depository  of  power.  In  its  appli- 
cation to  the  executive,  with  reference  to  the  legis- 
lative branch  of  the  government,  the  same  rule  of 
action  should  make  the  president  ever  anxious  to 
avoid  the  exercise  of  any  discretionary  authority, 
which  can  be  regulated  by  congress.  The  biases 
wdiich  may  operate  upon  him  will  not  be  so  likely  to 
exlend  to  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  that 
body.” 

In  pursuance  of  these  recommendations  my  col- 
league brought  forward  a proposition  for  that  pur- 
pose, which  became  a law,  and  which  he  now  pro- 
poses to  repeal.  Do  not  the  same  reasons  exist  now 
in  favor  of  retaining  it,  that  existed  wdien  president 
Jackson  first  recommended  it:  Most  assuredly  they 

do.  Then  why  repeal  it?  The  senator  from  Mis- 
souri (Me.  Benton)  says,  it  was  first  recommended 
on  account  of  the  large  surplus  then  on  hand,  and 
having  none  now,  the  cause  for  its  adoption  has  ceas- 
ed to  exist.  I say,  not  so.  The  senator  is  mistaken. 
There  was  no  more  surplus  at  the  time  this  measure 
was  first  recommended,  than  we  have  reason  toantici- 
pate,  and  ought  to  have,  in  ordinary  times,  to  meet 
the  current  expenses  of  the  government.  We  must 
not  take  the  present  stale  of  the  treasury  as  the  cri- 
terion of  the  future,  unless  the  executive  and  his 
friends  have  determined,  by  their  experiments,  to 
exhaust  the  resources,  and  dry  up  the  revenues  of 
the  country.  There  is  every  reason  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  law  now,  that  existed  for  its  enactment 
then. 

We  have  seen  that,  after  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
before  the  passage  of  the  deposite  act,  gen.  Jack- 
son  entrusted  the  custody  of  the  public  money  to 
the  state  banks.  He  exercised,  through  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  his  discretion  as  to  the  time 
and  manner  of  its  deposite;  the  banks  in  which, 
and  the  terms  upon  which,  it  was  deposited;  but  he 
felt,  from  the  beginning,  the  tremendous  responsi- 
bility he  was  assuming,  and,  with  all  his  popularity, 
and  his  firm  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the  people, 
he  foresaw  the  torrent  of  popular  indignation  wdiich 
would  follow  the  conviclion  on  the  public  mind 
that  the  whole  revenues  of  the  country  were  to  be 
laken  out  of  the  custody  of  the  law,  and  drawn 
within  the  absorbing  vortex  of  executive  discretion. 

He  relied  upon  the  prejudices  which  had  been  ex- 
cited against  the  United  States  bank  to  justify  the 
removal  of  the  deposites;  but  there  w»as  nothing 
on  which  he  dared  rely  to  shield  him  from  (he  ven- 
geance of  an  abused  and  confiding  people,  if  he 
should  attempt  to  keep  them  within  the  control  of 
executive  discretion,  instead  of  entrusting  them  to 
the  custody  of  the  law.  In  his  famous  manifesto, 
read  to  the  cabinet  before  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites, he  carefully  guards  against  any  inference  of 
an  intention  to  take  them  within  his  own  control; 
and  in  every  message  to  congress  from  that  time 
down  to  the  passage  of  the  deposite  act,  he  urges 
most  earnestly  that  the  custody  of  the  public  money 
shall  be  regulated  by  law.  Even  his  popularity 
could  not  have  withstood  the  strong  current  of  pub- 
lic feeling,  if  he  had  manifested,  in  the  slightest  de- 


gree, an  intention  to  keep  it  within  his  own  con- 
trol: this  intention  was  charged  upon  him  by  the 
opponents  of  his  administration;  but  it  was  repelled 
by  his  repeated  recommendations  that  it  be  taken 
out  of  his  hands  and  put  into  the  custody  of'  the 
law.  This  recommendation  was  carried  into  effect 
by  the  passage  of  the  deposite  act  of  1836,  and  the 
public  voice  acquiesced  in  the  honesty  of  his  in- 
tentions, as  to  regulating  it  by  law,  however  much 
it  might  have  been  distracted  on  the  question 
of  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  But  what  do  we 
now  behold?  We  now  see  a proposition  brought 
forward,  by  one  who  enjoys,  in  a peculiar  sense, 
the  confidence  of  the  executive,  to  repeal  the  very 
act  which  gen.  Jackson  had  so  often  recommended 
to  be  passed,  and  which  was  his  only  shield  against 
popular  jealousy  and  popular  clamor.  For  what 
purpose  is  this  intended?  Is  it- to  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  executive  a power  which  general  Jackson 
said  he  ought  not  to  possess?  Is  it  necessary  to 
sustain  the  sceptre  in  his  hands  which  the  old  hero 
sustained  without  it?  What  else  can  it  be?  Gen- 
tlemen have  told  us  in  this  debate  that  they  are  for 
an  entire  separation  of  bank  and  state,  and  in  favor 
of'  the  receipt  and  disbursement  of  the  public  reve- 
nues in  gold  and  silver  only;  that  they  will  have  no 
connexion,  in  any  shape  whatever,  with  banks,  ei- 
ther as  to  the  receipt  of  their  notes,  or  as  to  the  de- 
posite of  the  public  money  with  them.  If,  then, 
my  colleague  succeeds  in  repealing  ttiat  portion  of 
the  deposite  act  which  now  regulates  the  custody 
of  the  public  money;  if  he  succeeds  in  taking  off 
all  those  salutary  restraints  which  the  wisdom  of  a 
former  congress  threw  around  it,  it  can  be  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  put  it  exclusively  under  the 
control  of  executive  discretion,  and  thereby  enable 
him  to  use  it  to  promote  his  own  objects  in  such  a 
manner  as  an  unrestrained  exercise  of  the  money 
power  of  any  government  is  so  well  calculated  to 
do.  In  what  way  is  he  to  keep  it,  except  under 
his  own  control,  through  officers  appointed  by  him 
and  removable  at  his  pleasure?  It  has  been  avowed 
on  this  floor,  that  if  this  proposition  succeeds,  it 
will  not  be  deposited  with  the  banks,  as  general 
Jackson  deposited  it.  How,  then,  is  it  to  be  kept? 
There  is  no  other  mode  than  the  one  I have  men- 
tioned. Can  it  be  possible  that  we  have  already 
come  to  this,  that  we  are  willing  to  surrender  the 
purse  of  the  nation  to  the  hand  that  already  holds 
the  sword?  Have  the  American  people  already  be- 
come so  abased  that  they  will  tamely  submit  to  such 
an  usurpation?  Shall  the  president  dictate  his 
schemes  to  congress,  and  when,  alter  the  most  vio- 
lent struggle  ever  known  in  the  history  of'  this  go- 
vernment, between  representative  independence 
and  executive  dictation,  those  schemes  are  rejected, 
shall  it  be  tolerated  that  he  shall  extort  from  you1 
without  restraint,  and  without  law,  the  very  trea- 
sure of  the  nation,  which  you  would  not  entrust  to 
him,  even  with  all  the  guards  and  restrictions  which 
the  suggestions  of  his  ingenuity  could  throw  around 
it?  Is  the  American  senate  to  sit  here  like  the  Ro- 
man senate,  in  the  days  of  Tiberius,  merely  to  re- 
gister imperial  edicts?  Let  me  not  be  accused  of 
attempting  to  raise  unnecessary  alarm,  or  to  invoke 
imaginary  fears.  It  is  the  false  security  in  which 
we  are  reposing  that  most  excites  rny  apprehen- 
sions. The  first  encroachments  on  the  liberty  of 
any  country  are  always  by  the  stealthy,  noiseless 
step  of  usurped  and  unsuspected  power.  The 
blind  confidence  reposed  in  party  leaders,  the  base 
submission  to  party  dictation,  the  tame  surrender 
of  the  independence  of  the  representative  charac- 
ter to  the  executive  will,  all,  all  combine  to  raise 
the  most  painful  forebodings  in  the  mind  of  every 
one  who  loves  his  country  and  cherishes  her  free 
institutions. 

' Sir,  we  have  every  cause  for  apprehension  and 
alarm.  We  have  seen  the  country  in  the  palmiest 
days  of  her  prosperity,  suddenly  plunged  into  the 
deepest  embarrassment  and  distress,  through  execu- 
tive instrumentality.  We  have  seen  our  merchants 
sacrificing  their  ample  means  to  sustain  a sinking 
credit — sinking  by  the  adverse  action  of  the  go- 
vernment upon  the  confidence  of  the  people.  We 
have  seen  their  families  abandoning  their  homes 
and  their  firesides,  to  pine  in  penury  and  want,  and 
suffering  for  the  ordinary  comforts  and  convenien- 
ces of  life.  We  have  seen  the  husband  and  the  fa- 
ther, after  struggling  to  sustain  his  wile  and  his 
children  against  the  unfeeling  action  of  his  own  go- 
vernment, finally  sink  to  an  untively  grave,  the  vic- 
tim of  oppression  and  despair.  We  have  seen  the 
sturdy  operations  of  the  mechanic  industry  of  the 
country  suspended.  We  have  seen  the  looms  and 
the  spindles  of  the  manufacturer  stopped.  We 
have  seen  the  farmer,  with  his  hand  to  the  plough, 
look  back  to  see  if  he  too  was  to  be  overtaken  'by 
the  “desolating  tornado,”  which  had  swept  away 
every  other  occupation  around  him.  Sir,  he  is  the 
last  to  be  reached;  but  his  time  is  yet  to  gome,  if 
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the  administration  persist  in  these  destructive  mea- 
sures. When  the  products  of  his  industry  shall  re- 
main upon  his  hands— when,  by  reason  of  the  de- 
struction of  other  branches  of  business,  it  shall  not 
pay  the  cost  of  production — when  the  price  of  his 
lands  shall  sink  so  far  as  not  to  meet  the  incum- 
brance which  may  chance  to  rest  upon  it,  he  will 
then  wipe  the  sweat  from  his  brow,  and  with  his 
brawny  arm  hurl  from  the  high  seats  of  power  those 
who  have  forgotten  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try in  the  ignoble  pursuits  of  party.  Sir,  we  have 
seen  the  government  itself  become  bankrupt  under 
the  very  operations  by  which  it  has  bankrupted  the 
community.  We  have  seen  the  executive  asking 
of  congress  the  means  of  keeping  its  w'heelsin  mo- 
tion, and  at  the  same  time  dictating,  through  his 
organs,  the  amount  and  the  manner  in  which  those 
means  should  be  granted.  We  have  seen  the  ad- 
ministration plunging  the  country  into  a national 
debt,  without  the  ingenuousness  to  acknowledge  it. 
We  have  seen  them  resorting  to  every  expedient  to 
meet  the  current  expenses  ol  the  government,  and 
at  the  same  time,  by  their  destructive  policy,  cut- 
ting off  the  sources  of  revenue  by  which  alone  the 
means  can  be  supplied;  and  we  shall  see  a still  far- 
ther application  lor  supplies,  rendered  necessary  by 
the  blindness,  the  fatuity,  the  wilfulness,  nay,  the 
incompetency,  of  those  who  have  brougnt  us  to  this 
state  of  bankruptcy,  of  shame,  and  of  degradation. 
We  have  seen  thousands  and  thousands  of  our  fel- 
low citizens  utterly  and  irretrievably  ruined  by  the 
hostile  attitude  ol  the  government  towards  the  bank- 
ing institutions  and  the  credit  system  of  the  coun- 
try. Yes,  Mr.  President,  thousands  and  thousands 
who,  but  for  this  attitude,  would  have  saved  from 
the  wreck  of  their  fortunes  an  ample  compelehcy 
for  themselves  and  their  families — thousands  and 
thousands,  who  would  have  bent  beneath  the  storm 
of  adversitv  which  howled  around  them,  and  would 
have  again’risen  to  bask  in  the  sunshine  of  return- 
ing prosperity.  But  the  spirit  of  loco  focoism  was 
the  very  fiend  which  mingled  in  the  tempest;  and, 
although  it  “put  the  wild  waters  in  this  roar,”  it 
would  not  consent  to  “allay  them.”  Amidst  the 
desolation  and  darkness  which  surrounded  the  un- 
happy victims  of  this  policy,  their  cries  and  their 
entreaties  were  sent  up  to  the  executive  ear,  but 
were  unanswered  and  unheeded.  Even  the  few 
that  survived  the  wreck  of  their  fortunes,  and 
whilst  they  were  yet  struggling  to  keep  their  heads 
above  water,  ran  nanles  in  gurgite  vasto , received 
no  aid  nor  even  encouragement  from  executive  cle- 
mency. Appeals,  which  would  have  melted  the 
heart  of  an  Ocracoke  wrecker,  found  that  his  was 
not  made  of  such  “penetrable  stuff.”  Wrapped 
in  a mysterious  and  unapproachable  dignity,  nei- 
ther the  advice  of  friends  nor  the  fear  of  foes  could 
reach  him.  Shut  out  from  a real  knowledge  of  the 
extent  of  the  disasters  which  his  own  measures  had 
brought  upon  the  country,  he  neither  sympathised 
with  the  sufferings  of  the  people  nor  came  to  their 
relief. 

Mr.  President,  we  have  seen  all  these,  and  much 
more  than  all  these  things;  and  what  do  we  now 
behold?  As  if  the  cup  of  humiliation  and  of  mi- 
sery was  not  yet  full — as  if  our  constituents  had 
not  already  drank  it  to  the  very  dregs,  my  colleague 
now  “commends  the  ingredients  of”  a “poisoned 
chalice  to  our  own  lips,”  not  as  an  act  of  “even- 
handed  justice,”  but  as  a draught  which  we  are 
forced  to  swallow  by  way  of  showing  the  complete 
supremacy  of  executive  control  over  both  the  will 
of  the  representative  and  the  wishes  of  the  consti- 
tuent. Sir,  to  him  and  to  the  execulive,  whoSe  opi- 
nions he  is  supposed  to  represent,  this  may  be  a 
“consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished.”  But  to 
the  people,  it  will  be  a consummation  of  that  power 
in  the  hands  of  the  executive,  which  converts  the 
government  into  an  absolute  monarchy,  no  matter 
by  what  name  your  chief  magistrate  may  be  called, 
or  by  what  idle  forms  of  an  elective  franchise  he 
may  rule  over  you.  He  has,  by  the  constitution, 
the’ command  of  the  army  and  navy — he  has  shown 
you  that  his  will  can  already  well  nigh  control  the 
legislative  power — give  him  the  money  power  also, 
and  you  will  have  given  all  that  the  most  perfect 
despot  could  desire,  or  that  the  friends  of  civil  li- 
berty could  fear. 

Let  it  not  be  said,  that  all  this  is  idle  declama- 
tion. The  signs  of  the  times  have  filled  me  with 
the  most  fearful  apprehensions — this  is  a bold  and 
daring  effort,  appalling  from  its  very  boldness,  to 
clothe  the  chief  magistrate  with  a power  which 
gen.  Jackson  himself  dared  not  retain,  and  which 
he  said,  should  never  be  entrusted,  (or  one  moment, 
to  executive  discretion.  The  president  outstrips 
his  “illustrious  predecessor.”  He  is  no  longer  the 
“Ascanion  boy”  who  followed  him  with  unequal 
steps.  He  has  in  turn  become  iEneas  himself,  and 
“footsteps”  it  as  if  he  could  carry  old  Anchises  on 
his  shoulders. 


Sir,  what  are  we  to  infer  from  this  proposition? 
Nay,  what  may  we  not  fear  from  it?  Having  thrice 
failed  to  force  the  sub-treasury  scheme  upon  con- 
gress; having  received  the  most  unequivocal  de- 
monstrations of  tire  popular  will  against  it,  from 
the  St.  Croix  to  the  Sabine;  instead  of  acquiescing 
in  that  public  sentiment,  which  he  himself  has  told 
us  is  “the  supreme  law  of  the  republic,”  there  is 
an  effort  now  made  to  pul  the  whole  revenues  ot 
the  country  within  the  unlimited  control  of  the 
executive;  and  thereby  establish  a sub-treasury 
system  without  law,  free  from  all  legislative  re- 
straints, and  more  odious,  infinitely  more  odious, 
than  that  “ bill  or  abominations,”  which  has 
so  often  been  put  down,  notwithstanding  the  un- 
paralleled efforts  to  carry  it.  Do  I mistake  the  de- 
sign of  this  measure?  Have  I not  high  authority 
lor  what  I say?  Has  it  not  been  stateil,  at  the  other 
end  of  this  capital,  by  one  (Mr.  Cambreieng)  hold- 
ing the  same  relation  to  the  executive  that  my  col- 
league holds  to  him  here,  each  at  the  head  of  the 
finance  committees  of  their  respective  houses,  that 
the  sub-treasury  must  continue,  as  it  is  now,  the  law 
of  the  kind,  and  wilt  continue  through  1833,  ’39,  ’40, 
and.  ’41,  in  spite  of  all  the  lamentations  here  or  else- 
where.” Sir,  when  I first  saw  this  in  the  gentle- 
man’s printed  speech,  carefully  written  out  by  him- 
self, 1 confess  I was  utterly  astounded.  I could 
hardly  believe  him  serious.  I thought  it  might  be 
a little  hyperbole  in  introducing,  for  the  third  time, 
the  sub-treasury  in  the  house.  But  I find  that 
“coming  events  cast  their  shadows  before.”  This 
declaration  was  but  the  precursorof  my  colleague's 
proposition,  which  is  to  fasten  the  sub-treasury 
upon  us  till  the  year  1841.  And  how  is  he  to  fasten 
it  upon  us?  Pass  this  bill — repeal  the  deposite 
act,  as  it  proposes,  and  we  at  once  place  ourselves 
within  t lie  veto  power  of  the  president,  and  with- 
out a concurrence  of  two-thirds  in  both  houses  of 
congress,  all  legislative  contiol  over  the  revenues 
of  tile  country  is  gone,  and  gone,  perhaps,  forever. 

This  done,  what  becomes  of  those  salutary  checks 
and  balances  of  Hie  constitution?  Where  is  that 
distribution  of  the  powers  of  the  government,  which 
the  fathers  of  the  republic  supposed  they  had  made, 
and  which  they  believed  was  a sure  guaranty  ol 
the  stability  ot  our  institutions?  Broken  down, 
abandoned,  usurped.  Money  is  the  power  which 
overrides  all  other  powers.  It  is  the  key  which 
unlocks  every  heart.  By  this  bill  the  executive 
has  it  under  his  entir  e control.  He  appoints  all  the 
officers  into  whose  hands  he  puts  it,  and  removes 
them  at  his  pleasure.  He  could, 

“having  both  lire  key 
Of  officer  and  office,  set  all  hearts 
To  what  tune  pleased  his  ear” 

And  if  the  time  shall  ever  come  when  the  chief 
magistrate  of  this  nation  shall  aspire  to  a title  be- 
yond the  forms  of  the  constitution,  and  subversive 
of  the  liberties  of  the  country,  this  bill  will  place 
within  his  grasp  the  only  remaining  power  which 
is  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  ol  his  object. 

Mr.  President,  the  senator  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Strange)  has  this  morning  mourned  over  the 
humiliated,  the  fallen,  the  degraded,  the  disgraced 
condition  of  the  democratic  party,  as  he  is  pleased 
to  term  those  who,  with  him,  are  attempting  to 
carry  out  the  principles  of  ultba  federalism  of 
’98.  He  complains  that  they  have  been  beaten  in 
their  projects,  and  brought  to  this  horrible  predica- 
ment, because  they  have  been  abandoned  by  a 
fragment  of  their  friends.  Sir,  they  have  aban- 
doned the  fragment,  arid  not  the  fragment  them; 
this  fragment,  as  the  senator  is  pleased  to  call  it,  is 
where  it  always  has  been.  It  still  remains  upon 
the  firm  base  of  principle,  and  there  let  it  remain 
forever.  It  remains  where  general  Jackson,  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  and  all  their  friends  were  but  a short 
time  since.  It  is  they  that  have  been  thrown  from 
this  granite  bed  where  they  have  so  long  reposed. 
Ultraism,  like  a convulsion  in  the  physical  world, 
has  destroyed  the  “attraction  of  cohesion,”  and 
precipitated  them  to  the  dark  abyss  in  which  the 
senator  now  finds  himself,  and  from  which  he  will 
be  unable  to  emerge.  They  have  abandoned  the 
old  and  beaten  track  of  principle  marked  out  by 
the  footsteps  of  Jefferson  and  Madison,  and  follow- 
ed the  devious  and  winding  ways  of  new  adven- 
turers in  the  science  of  political  economy  and  pr  ac 
tical  finance.  They  have  entered  upon  a Quixotic 
expedition  to  reform  the  currency  of  the  country, 
and  after  all  their  toil  and  trouble,  like  the  knight 
of  the  Rueful  Countenance,  they  find  themselves 
tilling  against  windmills!  Sir,  it  is  they,  and  not 
we,  who  have  abandoned  and  gone  off.  Had  the 
president  recommended  the  revival  of  the  state 
bank  deposite  system,  we  should  have  heard  noth- 
ing from  the  senator  from  North  Carolina,  or  from 
my  colleague  about  this  sub-treasury  sc1  erne.  All 
the  friends  of  the  administration,  with,  perhaps, 
two  or  three  exceptions,  would  have  united  most 


cordially  with  us  to  aid  the  banks  in  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments,  to  revive  the  business, 
and  to  restore  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  The 
magic  influence  of  the  executive  recommendation, 
like  the  warid  of  Prospero,  would  have  allayed  the 
tempest  that  was  raised,  ami  all  would  again  have 
been  peace  and  quiet.  1 impeach  no  man’s  mo- 
tives for  the  couise  he  has  taken.  I know  how 
silently  and  imperceptibly  the  mind  is  drawn  into 
the  support  of  executive  measures,  in  spite  of  its 
own  convictions.  Executive  influence  comes  o’er 
it, 

“Like  the  sweet  south,  that  breathes  upon  a bank  of 
violets,” 

not  “stealing  and  giving  odour,”  but  robbing  it,  of 
its  high  sense  of  moral  accountabilily,  and  giving  a 
delicious  foretaste  of  that  fruition  w hie h alw  ays  at- 
tends the  successful  issue  of  every  “untried  expe- 
dient.” No,  sir,  I impeach  no  man’s  motives.  But 
I must-be  permitled  to  express  my  unqualified  be- 
lief that,  but  for  the  unfortunate  recommendation 
of  this  measure  by  the  president,  we  should  r.ow 
be  acting  in  harmonious  concert  for  the  common 
interests  of  onr  common  country.  Instead  of  this, 
(he  s-nator  from  North  Carolina  is  determined  to 
“sink  or  swim”  with  the  president — and  however 
deep  this  sub-treasuiy  mill  stone  round  his  neck 
may  sink  him,  he  seems  lo  say: 

“I’ll  seek  him  deeper  than  e’r  plummet  sounded, 

And  with  him  there  lie  niudded.” 

Mr.  President,  these  experiments  and  “untiied 
expedients,”  over  whose  loss  the  senator  from 
North  Carolina  has  wept  so  bitterly,  have  well  nigh 
ruined  the  country'.  At  all  events,  they  have  given 
a shock  to  its  business,  and  a blow  to  its  prosperity, 
which  it  will  take  a long  time  to  repair.  But,  for 
the  recuperative  energies  of  our  people,  a half  a 
century  would  riot  suffice  lo  restore  our  credit  and 
our  institutions  to  that  proud  height  from  which 
they  have  been  precipitated  by  a weak  or  wicked 
administration  ol  the  government.  And  yet,  we 
were  told  the  other  day  by  the  senator  from  Mis- 
souri, that  Ihe  experimenters  had  triumphed!  They 
had  triumphed,  because  the  banks  of  New  York 
had  resumed  specie  payments!  Sir,  those  banks 
resumed  in  spile  of  your  experiments;  and  but  for 
the  hostile  position  of  the  government,  they  could 
have  rtsuiiitd  as  well  in  February  is  in  May,  when 
foreign  exchange  was  so  reduced  as  to  remove  the 
fear  of  specie  being  taken  from  tie  country.  Your 
experiments  compelled  them  to  curtail  their  circu- 
lation, and  reduce  their  discounts  to  a ruinous  ex- 
tent, in  order  to  be  prepared  even  tor  a nominal 
resumption;  and  still  we  hear  with  an  exulting 
air,  tli at  the  experimenters  have  triumphed!  They 
have  triumphed  as  certain  oilier  experimenters 
triumph'ed  over  a cat  under  an  exhausted  receiver. 
They  pumped  out  the  air  till  she  felt  that  vitality 
itself  was  departing,  when,  by  the  very  instinct  of 
her  nature,  she  put  her  paw  upon  the  aperture, 
through  which  her  life  w as  oozing,  and  philosophy 
was  left  to  conjecture  how  much  more  she  could 
have  borne.  So  with  these  modern  experimenters 
in  currency  and  finance.  The  country  has  borne 
with  their  operations  till  it  has  become  exhausted, 
and  with  an  instinctive  ami  convulsive  three,  has 
loosed  itself  from  their  falal  grasp.  And  yet,  the 
experimenters  hare  triumphed!  and  the  senator 
from  North  Carolina  mourns  over  the  loss  ol  those 
democratic  measures,  whose  success  would  have 
extinguished  the  last  ray  of  hope,  and  driven  the 
mercantile  and  business  community  to  utter  de- 
spair. God  deliver  rne  from  such  demcciacy!  A 
democracy  which  concentrates  all  power  in  the 
hands  of  one  man — a democracy  w hid)  subjects  the 
opinions  and  actions  of  party  follow  ers  to  his  w ill, 
and  to  his  will  alone — a democracy  which  makes 
the  great  and  paramount  interests  of  the  country 
subservient  to  the  lew  and  grovelling  pursuits  of 
party — a democracy  which  pc-rrnits  no  action  on 
any  question,  however  urgent  the  necessity  may 
be,  without  orders  tiom  head-quarteis—  a democra- 
cy that  appeals  to  Ihe  passions  and  prejudices  of 
the  people,  instead  of  enlightening  their  judgments, 
and  relying-  upon  their  reason  and  their  patriotism — 
a democracy  which  attempts  to  set  up  one  class  of 
the  community  against  the  other,  as  it  their  inte- 
rests were  not  reciprocal  and  identical- — a demo- 
cracy which  denies  to  every  man  the  right  to  think 
and  act  for  himself  on  those  great  questions  in 
which  the  vital  interests  cf  the  country  are  so 
deeply  involved — a democracy  which  attempts,  by 
party  drill  and  party  discipline,  to  subvert  the  very 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  to  substitute  executive 
tor  legislative  power,  to  subject  the  will  of  the 
representative  to  the  will  of  the  executive,  to  com- 
pel him  to  act  contrary' to  his  own  opinions,  against 
his  own  judgment,  in  violation  of  his  own  con- 
science, and  in  open  defiance  of  the  expressed  will 
and  wishes  of  his  constituents — a democracy  which 
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extends  its  influence  from  the  seat  of  the  general 
government  to  the  respective  states;  which  swal- 
lows up  the  reserved  rights  of  the  states  in  the 
consolidation  of  the  central  power — a democracy, 
in  short,  which  establishes  in  the  heart  of  the  coun- 
try the  most  perfect  despotism  under  the  delusive 
forms  of  free  institutions. 

Yes,  Mr.  President,  such  is  the  democracy  of 
this  federal  administration — an  administration  that 


its  debts,  and  collect  its  assets  before  the  3d  of 
March,  1S3S. 

It  appears  that,  on  the  1 St h of  February,  1S36, 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  by  an  act  entitled. 
■ ■An  act  to  repeal  the  state  tax  on  real  estate  arid 
personal  property,  and  to  continue  and  extend  the 
improvements  oi’  the  state  by  railroads  and  canals, 
and  to  charter  a state  bank,  to  be  called  the  United 
States  bank.”  incorporated  the  existing  stockholders 


has  adopted  the  ultra  federalism  of  “the  reign  of  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  (excepMng  the 
terror,”  and  now  charges  upon  its  former  friends  United  States  andthe  treasurerol  the  United  States) 
the  sins  of  its  own  commission.  Sir,  the  people  ol 
the  United  States  cannot  be  deceived  by  these  vain 


and  hollow  pretences.  Democracy,  like  monarchy, 
will  be  known  by  its  fruits.  Tire  bitter  fruits  ol 
this  administration  have  already  ripened  sufficient- 
ly to  indicate  the  tree  on  which  they  grew — and 
the  people  have  long  since  tasted  enough  to  enable 
them,  like  our  first  parents,  to  distinguish  between 
good  and  evil.  Sir,  the  contest  which  is  now 
waging,  is  to  determine  the  future  character  ol  our 
government.  Upon  its  result  depends  the  question 
of  the  independence  of  the  legislative  branch,  and 
also  that  of  the  supremacy  of  the  popular  over  the 
executive  will.  As  these  shall  be  determined,  so 
will  the  character  of  our  government  be.  This 
contest  will  form  a new  epoch  in  our  annals,  and 
the  future  historian,  with  the  “luminous  philoso- 
phy of  Gibbon,”  will  date  from  this  period  the  rise 
or  fall  of  our  republican  institutions. 


NOTES  OF  THE  LATE  BANK  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

In  servile  of  the  United  States,  February  12,  1S3S. 
Mr.  Gruxdt,  from  the  committee  on  tile  judiciary, 
made  the  following  reporl: 

Th  


arid  such  other  persons  as  might  become  stock- 
holders, according  to  the  provisions  of  that  act  ol 
1 he  legislature;  previously  requiring  the  same, 
however,  to  be  accepted  by  the  actual  stockholders 
at  a general  meeting.  On  the  1‘Jlh  of  Fi  binary, 
1836,  a general  meeting  of  these  stockholders  was 
held,  without,  however,  any  assent,  representation, 
or  authority  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  At 
that  meeting,  resolutions  were  passed,  accepting 
the  charter  "from  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  directing  the  president  of  the  bank  to  make 
that  acceptance  known  to  the  governor  ol  the  state. 
At  the  same  meeting,  the  stockholders  thus  assem- 
bled directed  the  presided  and  directors  of  the 
bank  chartered  by  congress  “to  pay,  transfer,  and 
deliver  to  this  new  institution,  all  and  singular  the 
shares,  parts,  purports,  interest,  and  properly  what- 
soever of  the  stockholders,  so  incorporated  by  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  ol'  and  in  the  goods,  chattels, 
moneys,  effects,  and  estate,  real  and  personal  ol  the 
present  Bank  of  the  United  States.”  Ot  this  mea- 
sure, no  notice  was  given  to  the  govei  imient  o!  the 


United  States;  no  application  was  made  to,  or  au- 
thority sought  from,  congress,  although  it  was  no- 
torious that  a portion  of  the  effects  oi  the  bank,  in 
he  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  whom  was  re- | addition  to  the  sum  of  seven  millions  of  dollars, 
ferred  that  part  of  the  president’s  message  which  belonged  exclusively  to  them;  that  they  were  eu- 


relatcs  to  ilie  issuing  ami  re-issuing  of  the  notes 
of  t:ie  late  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  by  the 
bank  recently  chartered  by  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, by  and  under  the  same  name,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  present  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

By  the  act  of  congrers  chartering  the  Bank  ol 
the  United  States,  ] as  ed  on  the  10th  of  April, 
1816,  that  institution  was  invested  with  all  the  usual 
privileges  of  banking  corporations;  and  was  espe- 
cially authorised  to  issue  its  bills  and  notes,  not 
less  in  amount  than  five  dollars,  in  the  ordinary 
form  of  bank  notes,  signed  by  its  president  and 
cashier.  These  hills  and  notes,  when  payable  on 
demand,  were  made  receivable  in  all  payments  to 
the  United  States.  For  the  security  of  these  and 
its  other  legal  obligations,  the  capital  stock  was 
created,  amounting  to  thirty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Twenty-eight  millions  of  this  were  to  he 
raised  and  paid  by  individuals,  companies,  or  cor- 
porations. The  remaining  seven  millions  were  paid 
in  by  the  United  States.  The  affairs  of  I lie  corpo- 
ration were  to  he  managed  by  twenty-five  direc- 
tors, five  of  whom  were  to  be  appointed  by  the 
president  ol' the  United  States.  A committee  of 
congress  was  authorised  to  examine  into  the  trans- 
actions of  the  bank;  and  legal  proceedings  were  to 
be  instituted  by  the  executive,  whenever  any  of 
the  provisions  of  the  chaiter  were  violated.  The 
United  States  were  to  receive,  half-yearly,  a por- 
tion of  the  profits  of  the  institution,  corresponding 
to  the  portion  of  the  capital  they  subscribed. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  during  the  existence  of 
the  bank,  and  during  the  period  when  its  bills  and 
notes  were  issued  under  the  charter,  the  United 
States  were  deriving  a profit  from  its  transactions; 
that  their  funds  were  pledged  for  the  security  oi' 
those  who  received  and  held  its  notes;  and  that 
they  were  invested  (at  least  so  far  as  the  words  of 
the  law  went)  with  some  control  over  its  manage- 
ment. 

By  the  same  law,  all  the  banking  powers  of  the 
corporation  were  limited  to  the  3d  of  March,  1836, 
after  which  day  they  entirely  ceased;  although  it 
was  authorised  for  two  years  subsequent  thereto  to 
use  its  corporate  capacity  “for  the  purpose  of  suits 
for  the  final  settlement  and  liquidation  ut  the  allairs 
and  accounts  of  the  corporation,  anti  for  the  sale 
and  disposition  of  its  estate;  but  not  for  any  other 
purpose,  or  in  any  other  manner,  whatsoever.”  — 


titled  to  one-seventh  part  of  the  effects  to  be  col- 
lected and  divided;  and  that  they  were  liable,  in 
the  same  proportion,  tor  the  proper  settlement  ol 
the  affairs  and  discharge  of  the  obligations,  which 
were  thus  summarily  taken  out  ol  their  hands,  and 
placed  beyond  their  control.  Though,  in  words, 
the  direction  of  these  assembled  stockholders  to 
their  president  and  directors  was  to  transfer  their 
own  shares  and  parts  of  the  eliects,  yet,  as  those 
effects  had  never  been  divided,  as  no  proposiiion 
for  their  division  had  ever  been  made,  as  they  con- 
sisted of  the  great  and  complicated  mass  of  properly 
belonging  to  such  an  institution,  ami,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  incapable,  without  extreme  difficulty,  of 
division,  it  was  in  fact  a sudden  and  summary  trans- 
fer of  the  whole  property  and  elfects  belonging  to 
the  people  of  Ihe  United  States,  and  invested  by 
them  in  that  institution,  under  carefully  devised 
guatds  and  stipulations,  to  a state  c orporation,  sud- 
denly created,- in  whose  transactions  they  had  no 
participation. 

As  if  to  remove  all  doubt  of  this  being  the  na- 
ture and  intention  of  the  transfer,  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  bank  chartered  by  congress  pio 
ceeded,  on  Ihe  2d  of  March,  1836,  the  very  day 
before  the  charter  expired,  solemnly  to  resolve, 
that  “all  and  singular  the  money,  goods,  chattels, 
rights,  credits,  and  personal  estate  whatsoever 
owned  by,  or  belonging  to,  or  in  the  custody  of  this 
bank,  wheresoever  the  same  maybe,  together  w ith 
all  evidences  and  securities  for  the  same,  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  are,  assigned,  transferred,  and  con- 
veyed to  the  president,  directors,  and  company  ol 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  incorporated  by  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,”  and  they  created  that  in- 
stitution their  trustee,  to  conduct  and  wind  up  the 
business  of  the  bank. 

Thus,  in  direct  violation  of  the  spirit,  if  not  (he 
letter,  of  the  act  of  congress,  which  imposed  upon 
the  bank  chartered  by  itself  the  duty  of  “settling  and 
liquidating  the  affairs  and  accounts  of  the  corpora- 
tion,” which  had  given  it  two  years  expressly  for 
that  purpose,  and  which  had  retained  for  congress 
the  power  of  examining,  by  its  committees,  the 
correctness  of  its  proceedings,  and  controlling  it, 
if  necessary,  by  a summary  judicial  process;  in 
violation  of  this  provision,  and  in  inanilesl  in  ft  inge- 
rnent  of  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  whose  property  was  invested  in  the  institu- 
tion to  a large  amount,  a portion  of  the  stockholders 


The  objects  of  this  part  of  the  law  are  too  plain  to  ! excluding  the  United  States,  giving  them  no  notice, 
be  misunderstood.  The  intention  of  congress  was  ! asking  no  authority  from  congress,  suddenly  as- 
1o  preclude,  after  the  third  of  March,  1836.  every  | suming  with  a high  hand  the  management  of  the 
banking  transaction — the  issue  of  bills,  the  discount  j whole  affair,  undertake  the  solemn  farce  of  passing 
of  notes,  the  lending  of  money;  in  a word,  the  con-  j resolutions  to  create  themselves  (incorporated,  it  is 
linuancc  ol  all  transactions  for  the  profit  of  the  (true,  by  another  law,  though  not  under  another 
stockholders.  Its  object  was  to  prevent  the  bank  \ name)  their  own  trustees;  and,  having  so  done, 
from  incurring,  after  that  day,  any  additional  lia-  I they  take  possession  of  all  the  property,  and  as- 
bility,  by  which  the  property  either  of  the  United  [suine  the  settlement  of  all  the  affairs  of  the  insli- 
States  or  individuals  invested  in  the  corporation  tuticn,  relieved,  as  they  suppose,  from  every  re- 
might  be  directly  or  indirectly  bound,  and  to  re-  sponsibility  and  control  to  which  congress  meant 
quire  the  batik  fully  to  settle  its  accounts  and  dis-  I the  bank  should  be  subject  in  winding  up  its  busi- 
pnse  of  its  property,  to  redeem  its  obligations’  pay  \ ness. 


On  the  4th  ol  March,  lo36,  when,  in  contempla- 
tion ol  the  act  of  congress,  the  Bank  ol  the  United 
States  should  have  been  commencing  the  settlement 
of  its  allairs,  including  the  large  inleiest  ol  the  go- 
vernment we  find  a portion  ol  its  stockholders  who 
have  cast  oil  the  rest,  seizing  and  keeping  posses- 
sion of  every  particle  ol  tlie  joint  property,  and  as- 
suming the  right  lo  manage  it,  tree  Irum  the  obli- 
gations of  ihe  charter  under  which  that  property 
was  collected,  and  from  the  control  ol  those  by 
whom  that  charter  w as  granted  and  to  whose  con- 
stituents a very  large  portion  of  that  property  be- 
longs. 

It  docs  not  appear  that,  at  the  time  of  this  trans- 
fer, by  a portion  ol  the  stockholders,  ol  the  whole 
property  of  the  bank  to  themselves,  any  inventory 
or  statement  of  the  effects  and  estate  ol  the  institu- 
tion was  made;  and  no  steps  whatever  w ere  taken 
lor  the  legular  “settlement  and  liquidation  ol  llio 
affairs  and  accounts  of  the  corporation,”  as  Ihe 
charter  positively  required.  The  whole  business 
was  mixed  up  with  that  of  ti  e new  institution. 
Although  ihe  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  desir- 
ous and  endeavored  to  obtain  a payment  or  divi- 
dend of  the  property  proportionate  to  Ihe  shaies 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  he  was  unable  to  do 
so.  llesort  was,  of  necessity,  had  loan  estimate  of 
the  value  of  the  shares,  founded  on  an  examination 
of  the  general  accounts  of  the  old  institution. 
There  is,  perhaps,  no  reason  to  doubt,  on  the  w hole, 
the  correctness  of  Ibis  valuation;  but  it  must  be 
admitted  that  such  was  not  “the  settlement  and 
liquidation  of  the  allairs  ami  accounts  ol  Ihe  cor- 
poration,” stipulated  lor  by  congress  at  the  time  it 
granted  the  charter,  and  which  was  IrustiaU-d  ly 
the  summary  and  unauthorized  conduct  ol  the  indi- 
vidual stockholders;  in  transferring  to  themselves 
all  the  property  of  the  bank  just  belore  the  charter 
expired;  and  from  the  time  of  such  transfer,  nei- 
ther keeping  its  accounts  or  winding  up  any  ol  its 
concerns. 

Soon  after  the  estimated  valuation  of  the  stock  ot 
the  bank,  thus  made,  the  state  institution  and  trus- 
tee came  forward,  and  voluntaiily  otic- red  to  jay 
the  same,  by  equal  instalments,  in  September, 
1837,  1838,  1839,  and  1841),  with  six  per  cent,  inte- 
icst  from  the  lime  the  cl  arter  expired.  This  effer 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  directed,  by  a 
joint  resolution  of  ecngiess,  passed  on  the  3d 
March,  1837,  to  accept,  taking  obligations  lor  its 
fulfilment;  the  first  of  w hich,  it  is  understood,  has 
been  redeemed,  and  the  amount  paid  into  the 
treasury . 

Thus  virtually  terminated  the  affairs  of  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales;  in  a manner  very  differ- 
ent from  that  settlement  and  liquidation  v.  Inch  v ere 
a part  of  the  obligations  ol  its  charter;  in  a manner 
very  different  from  that  in  which  the  business  ol  a 
great  national  institution  should  have  I etn  finally 
closed.  It  is  tiue,  the  individual  slockl  oldi  is  haie 
become  possessed,  by  a general  sweep,  ol  all  the 
property  of  the  bank;  and  the  United  States  have 
exchanged  their  shares  < 1 stock  and  their  claim  to 
dividends  for  a liquidated  sum,  sccuied  I y the  bonds 
of  another  corporation.  But  have  these  operations 
relieved  either  party  from  their  obligations  to  the 
community?  have  they  given  to  those  possessed  of 
the  property  a right  to  use  it;  in  manifest  contradic- 
tion to  the  charter  by  which  it  was  created?  have 
they  given  sanction,  direct  or  indirect,  to  an  em- 
ployment of  the  corporate  privilege  and  the  eorpo- 
rate  property,  long  alter  tlie  charter  has  expired, 
ter  purposes  not  only  unnecessary  to  the  settlement 
of  its  aliairs,  but  calculated  to  postjione  and  retard 
shell  a settlement?  have  they  absolvedcongress  from 
Ihe  rluty  solemnly  imposed  upon  it,  of  “examining 
the  proceedings”  done  under  color  of  that  charter? 
will  they  justify  it  in  taking  no  measures  lo  redeem 
and  cancel  the  obligations  of  an  institution  it  creat- 
ed? above  all,  do  they  furnish  it  with  an  excuse  for 
suffering  the  name,  credit,  and  apparent  authority  of 
the  United  States,  to  give  value  to  obligations  in 
which  they  have  no  longer  an  interest? 

Of  ail  the  powers  and  privileges  of  banking  in- 
stitutions, that  whichmcs!  widely  aflects  the  whole 
community  is  the  issue  ol  bank  notes;  theauthority 
by  which  they  arc  issued,  the  pmjosis  for  which 
they  may  he  used,  the  mode  in  which  tluir  ulti- 
mate solvency  and  paymo  nt  are  guaranteed,  consti- 
tute their  character,  and  give  them  a greater  or 
less  circulation.  The  nob  s of  the  late  Bank  ol  the 
United  States  were  issued  under  the  authority  of 
congress.  They  were  made  recoil  able  from  one 
c-nd  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  as  equivalent  to 
cold  and  silver,  in  the  payment  of  the  revenue. 
The  whole  community  took  them  with  confidence, 
because  a large  portion  of  the  capital  pledged  for 
their  redemption  belonged  to  Ihe  United  Slates; 
because  Ihe  issue  of  them  was  limited  to  the  dura- 
tion of  the  charter;  and  because  the  conduct  of 
j those  who  issued  and  circulated  them  was  placed 
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immediately  under  the  supervision  ot'  congress. — 
From  these  causes,  the  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States  derived  their  extensive  credit 
among  the  people;  and  this  credit,  thus  derived, 
imposes  upon  congress  the  corresponding  obliga- 
tion, to  take  care  that  no  act  ot  omission  of  theirs 
shall  mislead  the  community,  when  these  causes  of 
peculiar  credit  to  these  notes  have  ceased  to  exist.- 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1S38,  when  the  charter  of 
the  bank  terminated,  the  bank  notes  which  it  had 
issued  amounted  to  thirty-four  millions  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and  se- 
venty dollars  and  sixteen  cents.  On  these,  it  had 
on  hand  thirteen  millions  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars 
and  ninety-three  cents.  These  notes,  thus  on  hand 
at  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  it  was  the  obvious 
duty  of  the  bank  immediately  to  cancel;  they  were 
obligations  originally  issued  under  a charter  which 
had  expired;  they  had  been  returned  into  the  bank; 
they  formed  no  part  of  its  property  to  be  collected 
or  divided.  Yet,  on  the  2d  of  April  following,  the 
state  institution,  in  its  first  report  to  the  legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  declared  the  amount  of  its  notes 
issued  to  be  thirty-six  millions  six  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  dollars 
and  sixteen  cents;  of  which,  it  had  then  on  hand, 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the 
amount  of  sixteen  millions  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirteen 
dollars  and  seventy-one  cents;  thus  showing  that 
the  directors  of  the  bank  chartered  by  congress,  in 
transferring  “all  I heir  money,  goods  and  chattels” 
to  their  trustee,  had  delivered  up  the  bank  notes 
which  ought  to  have  been  cancelled,  and  which 
were  entirely  unnecessary  for  winding  up  the  con- 
cerns of  the  bank,  or  performing  anv  of  the  trust 
duties  undertaken  by  that  trustee.  The  practice 
thus  adopted,  of  keeping  instead  of  cancelling  the 
notes  issued  under  tire  authority  of  the  charter  from 
congress,  after  that  charter  had  expired,  was  not 
confined  to  those  thus  improperly  delivered  by  a 
part  of  the  stockholders  to  themselves,  under  the 
name  ot  a trustee.  Nearly  two  years  have  since 
elapsed;  and  yet,  in  the  statement  made  by  the 
bank  to  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  5th 
January,  1833,  is  this  item:  “notes  issued  of  the 
late  bank  and  branches  on  hand,  $15,800, 5 17 
73.”  Thus,  when  the  two  years  in  which  the  af- 
fairs of  the  bank  were  to  have  been  settled  are 
nearly  expired,  when  the  control  (such  as  it  is) 
that  congress  may  yet  possess  is  almost  at  an  end, 
about  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,  in  bank  notes 
which  bear  the  name  of  the  United  States,  and 
were  actually  made  under  the  authority  of  congress, 
which,  if  put  in  circulation,  will  be  naturally  anil 
reasonably  considered  by  those  who  take  them  as 
guaranteed  by  congress,  are  now  in  the  exclusive 
possession  of  a banking  institution  which  has  the 
power  to  use  them  when  and  for  what  purposes  it 
pleases. 

Even  if  it  could  be  said  that  these  bank  notes 
would  not  be  used  for  purposes  of  circulation  and 
currency;  even  if  it  were  certain  that  these  evi- 
dences of  the  liability  of  the  United  States  would 
not  be  put  forth  alter  that  liability  was  at  an  end; 
even  if  the  trustee  who  has  obtained  possession  of 
them  had  evinced  a jleterniination  to  cancel  them, 
as  the  redeemed  obligations  of  a concern  which 
ought  to  be  wound  up  without  delay,  still  it  is  a 
duly  imposed  upon  congress,  who  originally  au- 
thoiised  their  issue,  to  see  that  this  is  done  ; to  en- 
force by  law,  and  not  *o  leave  to  the  discretion  or 
honesty  of  any  individual  or  corporation,  that  which 
the  whole  American  people  have  a right  to  look  for 
at  their  hands. 

But  is  not  that  duty  absolutely  forced  upon  (hem 
when  those  who  have  thus  obtained  possession  of 
these  uncancelled  notes  of  an  extinct  corporation 
actually  use  them  for  purposes  of  circulation,  and, 
in  defiance  of  the  charier,  boldly  issue  them  as  a 
lawful  currency,  and  for  their  own  individual  pro- 
fit? Yet  not  only  is  this  the  case.  They  claim  the 
legitimate  right  so  to  use  and  issue  them.  The 
trustee  who  receives  and  accepts  the  property  of 
the  late  bank,  under  the  pledge  :u  redeem  its  notes, 
debts,  and  obligations,  unequivocally  asserts  the 
right,  not  merely  to  refuse  to  cancel  the  notes  for 
the  redemption  of  which  funds  have  been  convey- 
ed, but  actually  to  pay  out  these  notes  as  other 
banks  might  do  who  received  them  in  the  ordinary 
transactions  of  trade.  “ The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  chartered  by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  has,” 
in  the  deliberate  language  of  ils  own  directors, 

“ done  as  other  banks  have  done — paid  outthe  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ; ” as  if  (here  was 
the  slightest  similarity  between  a bink  which  re- 
ceives, by  a general  transfer,  sixteen  millions  of 
dollars  in  banknotes  that  had  been  regularly  issued 
and  returned  to  the  institution  by  which  they  were 
jjpade,  and  those  banks  which  receive  (he  notes 


of  one  another  in  the  ordinary  course  of  commer- 
cial dealing,  and  pay  them  out  in  the  same  inode  ; 
as  if  there  was  the  least  resemblance  between  the 
reissue  of  bank  notes  by  a trustee  who  had  under- 
taken to  redeem  those  notes,  and  had  received  a 
large  and  sufficient  amount  of  funds  for  that  object, 
and  the  bona  fide  payment  of  them  by  a bank,  for 
the  purpose  of  collecting  their  amount,  and  without 
any  interest  in  them  whatever,  except  as  a com- 
mon medium  of  exchange.  Between  such  pro- 
ceedings there  is  no  similarity,  nor  can  the  one 
afford  any  justification  to  the  other.  But  is  not 
the  course  pursued  by  this  institution,  which  has 
received  these  notes  for  the  purpose  of  ledeeming 
them,  and  now  boldly  reissues  them,  in  all  respects 
identical  with  that  of  a partner  who,  having  funds 
of  an  expired  partnership  in  his  hands  I'or  the  pur- 
pose of  settlement,  should  use  and  reissue,  in  vio- 
lation of  all  faith,  the  notes  or  obligations  of  his 
confiding  partner?  Is  it  not  similar  to  that  of  an 
executor,  who  voluntarily  assumes  the  duty  of 
Winding  up  the  estate  of  a deceased  testator,  and 
yet  seizes  upon  the  property  confided  to  him  in 
that  trust,  and  applies  it  to  his  personal  benefit,  and 
puts  into  circulation,  by  himself  and  his  agents,  un- 
cancelled notes  found  among  the  papers  of  the  tes- 
tator, which  had  been  fully  paid  off' and  discharged? 

Previously  lo  the  1st  of  July,  1837.  the  monthly 
statements  furnished  to  and  published  by  the  audi- 
tor general  of  Pennsylvania  did  not  distinguish  be- 
tween the  business  of  the  state  bank  and  that  of 
its  trustee  ; between  the  notes  of  the  late  and  pre- 
sent bank,  issued  or  in  circulation.  The  informa- 
tion that  should  thus  have  been  furnished  cannot, 
therefore,  be  obtained  for  the  long  interval  between 
the  3d  of  March,  1836,  and  the  1st  of  July,  1837. 
On  tlie  1st  July,  1S37,  however,  the  notes  of  the 
late  bank,  in  circulation , were  only  $7,013,909  43, 
while  on  the  1st  August,  1837,  they  amounted  to 
$7, 170,658  3G,  an  excess  of  issue  of  the  old  notes 
over  all  that  were  paid  in  of  upwards  of  $ 150,000 
in  a single  mouth.  Again,  on  the  2d  October,  1S37, 
the  noles  of  the  late  bank  in  circulation  are  stated 
at  $6,175,861  05,  but  on  the  1st  November  follow- 
ing, at  $6,022,839  40;  which  would  show  a re- 
issue of  notes  that  ought  to  have  been  cancelled, 
amounting  to  upwards  of  $310,000  in  less  than  a 
month. 

Thus,  it  appears,  that  although  congress  ex- 
pressly enacted,  in  granting  the  charter,  that  the 
banking  privileges  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
should  expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1S36,  yet  the 
most  important  of  those  privileges,  so  far  as  the 
community  is  concerned  — the  issue  of  bank  notes 
made  under  the  provisions  of  the  charter — has  con- 
tinued for  twenty  months  after  that  period,  and 
probably  still  continues;  that  although  two  years 
were  allowed  after  the  expiration  of  the  charter 
“ for  the  final  settlement  and  liquidation  of  the 
affairs  and  accounts  of  the  corporation,  and  forthe 
sale  and  disposition  of  its  estate,  but  not  fur  any 
other  purpose,”  yet  now,  when  the  two  years  are 
nearly  at  an  end,  there  are  in  existence,  and  ready 
to  be  reissued,  when  desired,  about  $16,000,000  in 
bank  notes,  the  cancelling  of  which  was  one  of  the 
first  and  principal  duties  of  those  who  were  “to 
settle  and  liquidate  its  affairs.”  No  provision  was 
made  in  the  charter  for  such  a state  of  things.  It 
is,  therefore,  proper  that  congress  should  at  once 
provide  for  it  by  appropriate  legislation.  Such  is 
ils  duty,  if  the  principles  of  the  charter  which  it 
granted  are  to  be  fulfilled.  It  is  no  infringement 
of  any  privilege  actually  conferred  on  any  indi- 
vidual or  corporation,  or  intended  to  be  by  t hat 
charter;  and  it  will  at  once  put  an  end  to  the  erro- 
neous impression  which  a ward  of  it  will  naturally 
establish,  (hat  the  faith  or  the  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  continues  to  be  pledged  for  the  security 
of  the  bank  notes  bearing  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  and  originally  issued  under  that  pledge.  It 
is  due  to  consistency  that  the  terms  and  meaning  of 
the  charter  should  be  guarded  and  preserved  ; it  is 
due  to  good  faith  that,  when  the  property  of  the 
United  Stales  is  withdrawn,  by  the  sale  of  the 
slock,  from  liability  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes, 
they  should  not  stand  by  and  permit  themlo  be 
issued  and  circulated  among  the  community,  ex- 
actly as  they  were  when  that  property  formed  a part 
of  the  capital  by  which  they  were  secured;  it  is 
due  to  their  legislative  functions  that  the  right 
which  they  retained  of  examining  into  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  bank,  and  thus  virtually  promising 
the  community  the  exercise  of  a supervisory  pow- 
er, should  not,  at  a moment  when  it  is  most  needed 
for  the  public  welfare,  be  neglected  or  relinquished, 
even  though  their  own  direct  interest  has  ceased 
by  the  bargain  they  have  made. 

Nor  is  it  with  reference  alone  to  the  late  or  pre- 
sent Bank  of  the  United  States  that  such  legislation 
is  necessary.  The  course  adopted  by  those  institu- 
tions may  be  pursued  by  every  other  banking  insti- 


tution chartered  by  congress.  The  notes  issued  in 
the  Dislrict  of  Columbia,  under  the  authority  of 
charters  from  the  United  States,  may,  without  greater 
impropriety,  be  reissued  and  circulated  after  those 
charters  have  expired,  either  by  the  banks  them- 
selves, or.  by  trustees  to  whom  they  may  transfer 
them  the  day  before  their  corporate  privileges  ter- 
minate. That  some  law  should  be  passed  to  pre- 
vent and  obviate  such  a proceeding,  cannot  admit 
of  question. 

In  passing  such  a law,  it  is  the  duty  of  congress 
carefully  lo  avoid  any  provision  which  should  af- 
fect the  citizen  who  holds  or  receives  these  notes 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  trade,  or  who  passes  or 
transfers  them  in  good  faith  from  hand  to  hand.  It 
is  only  those  who  hold  or  receive  them  with  the 
means  and  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  them;  who 
pass  and  circulate  them  when  they  know  that  they 
have  come  into  their  hands  for  such  a purpose  and 
under  such  obligations;  and  who  neglect  or  refuse 
to  cancel  (hem,  when  they  are  bound  to  do  so  by 
the  intention  of  the  charter  under  which  they  were 
originally  made. 

Considering  this  subject,  therefore,  with  reference 
to  those  relations  of  the  United  States  towards  the 
late  national  bank  and  to  the  community  which  are 
derived  from  the  charter  of  that  institution,  a 
prompt  and  efficient  interference  of  congress  is 
unquestionably  demanded.  They  have  derived  large 
profits  from  the  circulation  of  these  notes,  for  the 
redemption  of  which  their  share  of  the  capital  was 
pledged;  and  they  have  now  withdrawn  that  share 
of  the  capital  from  its  former  liability;  they  pre- 
scribed by  the  charter  that  all  banking  privileges, 
among  which  was  that  of  issuing  these  notes, 
should  terminate  at  a certain  period,  and  thal  pe- 
riod is  now  passed;  they  reserved  to  themselves  the 
right,  and  thus  imposed  on  themselves  the  duty  of 
examining  that  the  stipulations  of  the  charter  were 
fulfilled,  and  to  do  this  the  enactment  of  such  a law 
is  now  absolutely  required. 

But  there  are  other  considerations  bearing  di- 
rectly on  the  present  situation  of  the  commerce 
and  business  of  the  country,  and  on  the  respect  due 
from  congress  to  the  laws  and  policy  of  the  indi- 
vidual stales,  which  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  — 
It  is  a fact  that  the  present  Bank  of  the  United 
States  is  in  actual  possession,  having  them  within 
its  own  vaults,  and  under  its  control,  of  a fund  of 
bank  notes  to  the  amount  of  about  twenty  millions 
of  dollars  over  and  above  those  in  circulation,  is- 
sued, to  a certain  extent,  on  the  faith  of  the  United 
States,  and  bearing  a corresponding  credit.  There 
appears,  at  least  in  many  portions  of  the  country, 
a strong  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  banks  to  re- 
sume specie  payments;  but  the  uncontrolled  pos- 
session of  this  vast  amount  of  paper  money  will 
enable  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  so 
disposed,  to  retard,  perhaps  to  prevent,  them  from 
effecting  that  laudable  arid  desirable  object.  It 
holds  in  its  hand,  under  the  apparent  sanction  of 
congress,  an  immense. fund,  which  it  can  transport 
to  any  part  of  the  country  at  its  pleasure,  and  pur- 
chase (he  notes  of  the  state  banks,  to  be  returned 
upon  them  en  masse,  at  the  very  instant  they  shall 
endeavor  to  resume.  What  is  there  to  prevent  this 
institution  from  sending  to  New  Orleans  one  or  two 
millions  of  tlmse  notes,  placing  them  in  the  pos- 
session of  any  local  bank  or  its  agents,  and  ex- 
changing them  for  the  notes  of  banks  preparing  to 
resume,  so  that  they  may  be  used  to  embarrass  and 
relard  their  efforts  as  soon  as  they  are  commenced? 
it  cannot  be  said  that  this  is  a proceeding  arising 
from  the  large  capital  of  the  present  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  which  is  not  consequent  upon 
the  issue  of  its  old  and  uncancelled  notes.  It  is  the 
possession  of  those  notes  which  exempts  it  from 
danger  in  the  adoption  of  such  a course.  Indepen- 
dent of  the  additional  credit  attached  to  them  from 
being  made  under  a national  charier,  they  are  now 
circulated  without  the  responsibility  tlmt  attends 
Those  issued  under  the  charter  of  the  state;  and  it 
is  to  this  cause  that  may  be  attributed  the  remarka- 
ble fact,  disclosed  in  the  statement  of  the  bank  on 
the  5th  January  last,  that  while  they  had  on  hand 
fifteen  millions  eight  hundred  thousand  five  hundred 
and  seventeen  dollars  and  seventy- three  cents  of  the 
old  notes,  one  million  four  hundred  and  three 
thousand  and  ninety-two  dollars  at  their  state  bank 
agencies,  and  two  millions  seven  hundred  ami  thirty- 
three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  in 
transitu,  making  altogether  no  less  a sum  in  their 
actual  possession  and  under  their  control  than  nine- 
teen millions  nine  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thous- 
and five  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars  and  seven- 
ty-three cents  of  these  old  notes;  when  they  had, 
also,  in  circulation  among  I he  community,  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  six  millions  two  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty -seven  dollars  and 
seventeen  cents  of  these  same  old  notes;  being  an 
aggregate  of  the  notes  of  the  expired  corporation 
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of  twenty-six  millions  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
thousand  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  ninety  cents; 
yet,  at  the  same  time,  the  whole  outstanding  circu- 
lation of  their  own  notes,  (exclusive  of  post  notes,) 
only  amounted  to  five  hundred  and  forty-seven 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars  and  foity-five  cents, 
or  about  the  fortieth  part  of  the  old  notes  in  their 
hands  and  in  circulation. 

On  every  note  issued  under  the  present  stale 
charter  of  Pennsylvania,  the  holder  has  by  the  state 
law  a summary  proceeding,  il  it  is  not  redeemed 
on  demand;  more  than  this,  the  bank  is  bound,  in 
case  of  refusal,  to  pay  the  high  interest  of  12  per 
cent.;  and  if  such  refusal  be  continued  beyond  a 
stated  period,  there  is  a provision  for  the  speedy 
forfeiture  of  its  charter. 

But  how  is  it  with  these  notes  of  the  late  bank,  j 
of  which  it  has  obtained  possession?  To  them 
none  of  these  penalties  of  the  law  of  Pennsylvania 
will  apply;  it  has  received  them,  and  promises  to 
redeem  them  as  a mere  trustee;  and,  in  case  of  re- 
fusal, the  holder,  it  is  presumed,  is  to  be  driven  to 
the  tedious  process  of  a suit  in  chancery,  or  some 
other  form  of  protracted  legal  proceeding,  to  obtain 
that  payment  which  he  could  enforce  it  the  note 
had  been  issued  by  a state  bank,  in  the  most  rapid 
and  compulsory  mode.  Thus  it  is,  that  so  long  as 
congress  permits  this  institution  to  keep  and  issue 
these  notes,  it  gives  it  the  power  of  circulating  a 
paper  currency,  free  from  the  restrictions  and  safe- 
guards which'tlie  state  that  chartered  it  meant  to 
impose;  it  enables  it  to  control  the  efForts  of  other 
banks  for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments;  and 
leaves  the  citizen  who  takes  or  circulates  these 
notes  without  any  speedy  protection  and  redress. 

But  again:  this  voluntary  trustee  of  the  national 
bank  received  its  new  charter  from  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  expressed  condition  that  it 
should  issue  no  bank  note  of  a less  denomination 
than  ten  dollars  It  is  presumed  to  be  part  of  the 
policy  of  that  wise  state,  that  the  circulation  of  so 
large  an  institution  should  be  so  limited.  The  ne- 
glect of  congress  has  defeated  this  salutary  policy; 
it  has  given  to  the  trustee  the  means  and  power  of 
doing  that  which  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in- 
tended should  not  be  done;  five  dollar  notes  are 
largely  issued  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  Pennsylvania,  though  the  legislature 
of  that  state  declared  they  should  not  be.  Con- 
gress cannot  be  justified  in  permitting  this.  It  is 
due  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  that  they  should 
respect  her  laws;  that  they  should  not.  by  any 
omission  on  their  part,  permit  a power  derived  from 
them  to  be  so  exercised  as  to  thwart  her  designs. — 
While  it  is  the  solemn  and  evident  duty  of  con- 
gress not  to  interfere  with  the  institutions  of  the 
states,  but  to  leave  them  to  pursue  the  policy  of 
the  legislatures  by  which  they  were  created,  and 
to  answer  to  those  authorities  for  every  violation, 
it  is  not  less  its  duty  to  prevent  that  from  being 
done  indirectly,  either  by  its  permission  or  its  ne- 
glect, which  virtually  infringes  the  law  and  policy 
of  the  states.  Rightfully  may  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania complain,  if,  after  strictly  prohibiting  the 
issue  of  notes  of  a denomination  less  than  ten  dol- 
lars, by  this  institution,  the  sanction  or  the  neglect, 
of  congress  should  enable  it  to  issue  and  circulate 
millions  of  five  dollar  notes. 

The  follow  ing  bill  is,  therefore,  respectfully  re 
ported  to  the  senate: 

A BILL  to  prevent  the  issuing  and  circulation  of 

the  bills,  notes,  and  other  securities  of  corpora- 
tions created  by  acts  of  congress  which  have 

expired. 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress 
assembled.  That  in  all  cases  where  the  charter  of 
any  corporation  which  has  been  or  may  be  created 
by  act  of  congress  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
expired,  or  may  hereafter  exoire,  if  any  director, 
officer,  or  agent,  of  the  said  corporation,  or  any 
trustee  thereof,  or  any  agent  or  olficer  of  such 
trustee,  or  any  person  having  in  his  possession,  or 
under  his  control,  the  property  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  paving  or  redeeming  its 
notes  and  obligations,  shall  knowingly  issue,  re- 
issue, or  utter  as  money,  or  in  any  other  way  know- 
ingly put  in  circulation  any  bill,  note,  check,  draft, 
or  other  security,  purporting  to  have  been  made 
by  any  such  corporation,  whose  charter  has  expired, 
or  by  any  officer  thereof,  or  puportingto  have  been 
made  under  authority  derived  therefrom,  or  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall  knowingly  aid  and  assist  in 
any  such  act,  every  person  so  offending  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a high  misdemeanor,  and  on  con- 
viction thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  a fine  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  thousand  dollars,  nr  by  imprisonment 
and  confinement  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten 
years,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  ca- 
ses in  which  any  corporation  has  been  or  may  be 


created  by  acts  ol  congress  of  the  United  States,  or 
in  which  the  United  States  shall  have  been  inter- 
ested as  a stockholder,  the  term  of  which  corpora-  i 
tion  has  expired,  and  in  which  any  bills,  notes, 
checks,  drafts,  or  other  securities,  made  under  au- 
thority derived,  or  alleged  to  have  been  derived, 
from  such  act,  shall  be  in  the  possession  or  un- 
der the  control  of  any  director,  officer,  or  agent,  of  j 
the  said  expired  corporation,  or  any  trustee  thereof, 
or  any  agent  or  officer  of  such  trustee,  or  any  per- 
son having  in  his  possession  or  under  his  control 
the  property  of  the  said  corporation,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  or  redeeming  its  notes  and  obliga- 
tions, the  several  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States 
shall  have  jurisdiction  on  the  bill  or  petition  of  the  i 
United  States  to  grant  injunctions  to  prevent  the  is-  j 
suing,  reissuing,  or  transfer  of  any  such  bills,  notes,  ' 
checks,  drafts,  orother  securities;  and  also  to  cause  j 
such  of  tlie  said  bills,  notes,  checks,  drafts,  or  other  j 
securities,  as  have  been  redeemed,  to  be  delivered 
up  and  cancelled;  and  the  said  several  courts  shall 
have  power  to  make  all  necessary  decrees  and  or- 
ders i’or  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the 
jmisdiction  hereby  conferred,  and  to  execute  the 
same  by  due  process  of  law. 


REPORT  ON  THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

In  senate  of  the  United  States,  June  O',  ld3S. 

Mr.  Linn  submitted  the  following  report: 

Tlie  select  committee,  to  which  was  referred  a 
bill  to  authorize  tlie  president  of  the  United  States 
to  occupy  the  Oregon  territory,  submit  to  tlie  con- 
sideration of  the  senate  the  following  report: 

The  attention  of  Hie  government  lias  been,  on 
several  occasions,  called  to  this  important  subject 
by  bills  and  resolutions,  through  able  and  elaborate 
reports. from  committees  of  congress,  and  in  va- 
rious executive  communications.  We  will  not  as- 
cend higher  in  tlie  legislative  history  of  this  teiri- 
tory  than  the  last  annual  message  of  president 
Monroe,  in  whicl)  he  says:  “In  looking  to  the  in- 
terests which  tlie  United  States  have  on  the  Pacific 
Ocean  and  on  die  western  coast  of  this  continent, 
the  propriety  of  establishing  a military  post  at  the 
mouth  of  tlie  Columbia  river,  or  at  some  other  point 
in  that  quarter,  within  our  acknowledged  limits,  is 
submitted  to  tlie  consideration  of  congress.  Our 
commerce  and  fisheries  on  that  sea  and  along  that 
coast  have  much  increased,  and  are  increasing.  It 
is  thought  that  a military  post,  to  which  our  ships 
of  war  might  resort,  would  afford  protection  to 
every  interest,  and  have  a tendency  to  conciliate 
the  tribes  of  the  northwest,  w ith  whom  our  trade  is 
extensive.  It  is  thought,  also,  that,  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  such  a post,  the  intercourse  between 
onr  western  states  and  territories  and  the  Pacific, 
and  our  trade  with  the  tribes  residing  in  the  interior, 
on  each  side  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  would  be  es- 
sentially promoted.  To  carry  this  object  into  effect, 
tlie  appropriation  of  an  adequate  sum  to  authorize 
the  employment  of  a frigate,  with  an  officer  of 
the  corps  of  engineers,  to  explore  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  river,  and  the  coast  contiguous  thereto, 
to  enable  the  executive  to  make  such  establish- 
ment, at  the  most  suitable  point,  is  recommended 
to  congress.” 

Such  were  the  views  of  an  enlightened  states- 
man and  pafiiot.  Tlie  administration  which  suc- 
ceeded took  up  this  matter,  and  it  became  the  sub 
ject  of  a negotiation  between  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  in  which 
nothing  was  done  definitely  to  settle  the  claims  ol 
the  parties.  This  correspondence  was  marked  by 
great  ability. 

The  lapse  of  time  and  the  progress  of  events  in 
that  quarter  of  tlie  continent,  which  are  unfriendly 
to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  require,  in  tlie 
opinion  of  your  committee,  action  on  the  part  of 
this  government  as  prompt  and  decided  as  may  be 
consistent  with  the  peace  and  good  understanding 
which  now  exist,  and  we  sincerely  iiope  will  ever 
continue  to  exist,  between  England  and  the  United 
Slates,  who  have  so  many  reasons  to  wish  its  con- 
tinuance. 

President  Jackson,  aware  of  tlie  importance  of 
this  country  to  our  best  interests,  employed  a spe- 
cial agent  to  proceed  to  the  territory  in  question, 
who  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  examining  into 
its  political,  physical,  and  geographical  condition. 
But  the  committee  will  quote  the  words  of  the  in- 
structions. The  secretary  of  state  writes  to  !\lr. 
Slacum  as  follows,  in  liis  note  of  Nov.  II,  1835: 

“Sir:  Having  understood  that  you  are  about  to 
visit  tiie  Pacific  Ocean,  the  president  lias  determin- 
ed to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  thus  afforded 
to  obtain  some  specific  and  authentic  information 
in  regard  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Oregon  or  Columbia  river. — 
In  the  belief  that  yon  would  willingly  lend  your 
services  in  the  prosecution  of  this  object,  I now 
give  you,  by  the  president’s  direction,  such  general 


instructions  as  may  be  necessary  ldr  your  guid ance 
in  the  execution  of  the  proposed  commission. 

“Upon  your  an  ival  at  t tie  northwest  coast  of 
America,  you  will  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity 
to  proceed  to  and  up  the  river  Oregon,  by  such 
conveyances  as  may  be  thought  to  oiler  the  greatest 
facilities  lor  attaining  tlie  ends  in  view.  You  will, 
from  time  to  time,  as  they  occur  in  your  progress, 
stop  at  the  dili'erent  settlements  of  whites  on  the 
coast  of  the  United  Slates,  and  on  the  banks  ol  the 
river,  and  also  at  the  various  Indian  villages  on  the 
banks,  or  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  that 
river;  ascertain,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  popula- 
tion of  each;  the  relative  number  of  whites  (dis- 
tinguishing the  nation  to  which  they  belong)  and 
aborigines;  tlie  jurisdiction  the  w biles  acknowl- 
edge; the  sentiments  entertained  by  all  in  respect 
to  tlie  United  States,  and  to  the  two  European  pow- 
ers having  possessions  in  that  regions;  and,  gen- 
erally, endeavor  to  obtain  all  such  information, 
political,  physical,  statistical,  and  geographical,  as 
may  prove  useful  or  interesting  to  this  government. 
For  this  purpose,  it  is  recommended  t hat  you  should, 
whilst  employed  on  this  service,  keep  a journal,  in 
which  lo  note  down  whatever  may  strike  you  as 
worthy  of  observation,  and  by  the  aid  ol  which 
you  w ill  be  enabled,  when  tiie  journey  is  comple- 
ted, to  make  a lull  and  accurate  report  to  this  de- 
partment of  all  tlie  information  you  may  have  col- 
lected in  regard  to  tlie  country  and  its  inhabitants. 

“Your  necessary  and  reasonable  travelling  ex- 
penses will  be  paid  from  tlie  beginning  ol  your 
journey  from  the  coast  of  the  Pacific  to  the  Colum- 
bia river,  and  till  you  return  to  this  city.  Vouchers, 
iri  all  cases  w here  it  may  he  practicable  to  get 
them,  will  be  required  in  tiie  settlement  of  your 
account  at  tlie  treasury  department. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

“JOHN  FORSYTH.” 

On  the  1st  of  June,  1836,  Mr.  Slacum  proceeded 
to  comply  with  these  instructions;  and  the  results 
of  his  examinations  are  mostly  contained  in  a me- 
morial addressed  to  congress  on  tiie  lSIh  December 
last.  From  this  memorial  we  will  make  copious 
extracts,  it  being  replete  with  rectnt  and  authentic 
information. 

Before  proceeding  further,  the  committee  will  de- 
vote a few  moments  to  tiie  question  of  rigid  to  tlie 
Oregon  territory. 

This  questiun  lias  been  so  ably  argued  by  (lie 
late  gov.  Floyd,  who  was  the  first  to  urge  cn  con- 
gress the  use  and  occupation  of  tiie  Oregon  terri- 
tory, by  Dir.  F.  Baylies,  in  two  reports  to  the  house 
of  representatives,  and  in  tlie  diplomatic  corres- 
pondence of  our  government  with  Great  Biitain, 
and  in  various  other  public  documents,  as  to  make 
it  unnecessary  for  us  to  go  at  large  into  this  sub’ 
ject. 

The  validity  of  the  title  of  the  United  States  to 
tlie  territory  on  the  northwest  coast,  between  the 
latitude  of  42°  to  49°,  is  not  quest ioned  by  any 
power  except  Great  Biitain.  Tlie  3d  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Washington,  of  22d  of  February,  1819, 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  established 
their  mutual  boundary  line  on  the  parallel  of  42°; 
arid,  from  the  Rocky  mountains  to  the  Pacific  ocean, 
Spain  made  a formal  a rid  lull  relinquishment  of  all 
claim  north  of  that  line.  The  southernmost  point 
to  which  Russia  claims  on  that  coast  w as  fixed  by 
her  treaty  with  Great  Britain  of  February,  1S25, 
at  54°  40'.  By  the  provisions  of  these  two  trea- 
ties, the  space  between  the  Spanish  boundary  north, 
at42Q.  and  tlie  Russian  boundary  south,  at  54°  40', 
is  entirely  unclaimed,  except  by  tiie  United  States 
and  Great  Britain.  The  respective  claims  of  these 
two  powers  have  been,  from  time  to  time,  the  sub- 
ject of  negotiation  and  provisional  arrangement  by 
treaty;  having  in  view  the  temporary  protection  of 
the  interests  ol  the  parties,  while  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  their  rights  is  left  open  to  future  arrange- 
ments. These  temporary  arrangements,  by  the 
convention  of  1325,  are  mutually  obligatory,  until 
either  of  the  parties  who  may  desire  a change  shall 
have  given  to  tlie  other  one  year’s  notice. 

The  treaty  of  Ghent  contains  no  specif  c allusion 
to  the  possessions  of  the  United  States  on  (lie  north- 
west coast;  but,  under  the  claim  of  the  treaty,  ar- 
ticle 1st,  which  provides  that  all  territory,  places, 
arid  possessions,  whatever,  takpn  by  either  party 
from  the  other  during  the  war,  &c.  shall  be  restored 
without  delay,  the  United  States  settlement  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  called  Astoria,  was 
included,  ami  subsequent v formally  restored  to  an 
authorized  agent  of  the  United  States;  by  which 
act  the  Oregon  territory,  for  the  first  time,  became 
the  subject  of  negotiation  between  the  two  govern- 
ments. 

By  the  convention  with  Great  Britain  of  ISIS,  it 
was  stipulated  that,  east  ol'  tlie  Stonv  mountains 
and  west  of  the  lakes,  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  United  States  and  the  southern  boundary  of 
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Great  .Britain  should  be  the  4Jlb  parallel  ol  latitude; 
but  in  regard  to  the  ten itory  west  ol  the  Stony 
mountains,  and  on  the  northwest  coast,  it  was  stipu- 
lated that  any  country  which  may  be  claimed  by 
either  parly  shall,  with  its  harbors,  bays,  rivers, 
&c.,  be  free  and  open  for  llie  term  of  tenyears  to  the 
vessels,  citizens,  &c.  ol'  the  two  powers:  it  being 
well  understood  that  this  agreement  is  not  to  be 
construed  to  the  prejudice  of  any  claim  which  ei- 
ther of  the  high  contracting  parties  may  have  to 
any  part  of  the  said  country,  the  only  object  being 
to  prevent  the  disputes  and  differences  arisingamong 
themselves. 

When,  in  1S23,  negotiations  were  opened  for  the 
continuance  of  the  temporary  convention  of  ISIS, 
the  question  in  regard  to  the  litle  and  boundaries  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  began  lo  be  considered 
of  much  importance  in  our  relations  with  Great 
Britain.  Although,  previous  to  this  time,  there 
had  been  some  diplomatic  conversation  on  the  sub 
ject,  there  had  been  no  formal  written  negotiation 
until  1623,  when  Mr.  Adams,  as  secretary  of  state, 
gave  instructions  to  Mr.  ltusli,  the  United  States 
minister  i:i  England,  to  urge  the  settlement  of  our 
territoi ial  limits  west  of  the  Stony  mountains. — 
Mr.  Rush  was  instructed  to  suggest  the  parallel  of 
51°  as  the  southern  boundary  of  Great  Britain,  But 
if  tile  line  already  settled  at  49°  latitude  to  the 
Stony  mountains  should  be  earnestly  insisted  on  by 
Great  Britain,  “we  will  consent  to  carry  it  iri  con- 
tinuance on  the  same  parallel  west  lo  the  Pacific 
Ocean.”  To  the  propositions  of  Mr.  Rush,  made 
in  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  the  British  com- 
missioners answered  by  controverting  all  the  facts 
and  principles  on  which  the  United  States  rested, 
and  they  declared  that  Great  Brilain  considered  the 
whole  of  the  unoccupied  parts  of  America  as  open 
to  her  future  settlement  in  like  manner  as  hereto- 
fore, and  they  included  in  this  description  the  un- 
occupied territory  between  the  forty-second  and 
fifty-first  degrees  of  north  latitude.  Great  Britain 
would  not  relinquish  the  principle  of  colonization 
on  that  coast.  Stie  insisted  on  the  principles  esta- 
blished against  Spain  ir.  the  Nootka  Sound  contro 
versv;  besides,  the  commissioners  contended  that 
Great  Britain  had  a paramount  tille  by  discovery 
and  occupancy.  The  negotiations  terminated  in 
the  convention  of  1827,  by  w liich  that  of  1818  was 
indefinitely  extended,  wit!)  permission  to  either 
party  to  abrogate  it  upon  twelve  months  notice. — 
This  convention  fixes  the  actual  existing  relations 
between  Great  Brilain  and  the  United  States  on  the 
subject  of  the  northwest  territory. 

What  little  consequence  Great  Britain  attached 
to  her  claim  of  a right  to  colonize,  and  how  little 
she  relied  on  it  for  any  permanent  purpose,  is  show  n 
by  the  fact  that,  during  the  progress  of  the  negotia- 
tion, she  proposed,  in  a formal  project  submitted  by 
her  commissioners,  to  fix  the  dividing  line  definitely 
on  the  49°  parallel  of  north  latitude,  until  that  par- 
allel strikes  t ue  northwestf rninost  branch  of  the 
Columbia  river;  thence  down)  the  middle  of  that 
river  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  And  at  the  moment 
that  this  pretension  of  a right  of  colonization  was 
urged  upon  our  commissioners,  it  was  abandoned 
by  the  British  Ambassador  at  St.  Petersburg!],  who, 
ill  F -bru  try,  1325,  concluded  a treaty  relinquishing 
to  Russia  all  claim,  of  whatever  nature,  north  of 
54°  49\  indeed  it  was  obvious  that  whether  the 
results  of  the  Nootka  Sound  controversy  in  179.9 
had  b-en  wrung  by  Great  Britain  from  the  weakness 
of  Spain,  or  had  been  yielded  by  her  justice,  nei- 
ther Russia  nor  the  United  States  could  acquiesce 
in  a principle  which  would  leave  their  valuable 
possessions  on  the  northwest  coast  perpetually  open 
to  the  capricious  inroads  of  other  powers.  The 
pretension  of  an  unoccupied  coast  in  1825  was  not 
less  monstrous  than  that  of  Russia  to  a closed  sea 
in  that  region,  which  disturbed  the  gravity  ol  the 
diplomatic  corps  in  1820.  The  British  negotiators 
at  all  times  declined  the  responsibility  of  starling 
this  pretension  in  writing;  and  having,  since  the 
negoliation,  in  which  it  was  verbally  urged  against 
us,  abandoned  il  in  regard  to  Russia,  and  as,  in  iis 
nature,  its  existence  is  terminated  by  I he  lapse  of 
time  and  the  progress  of  events,  it  may  now  hr* 
considered  obsolete.  Besides  the  right  of  coloni- 
zation, Great  Britain  claimed,  by  (he  right  of  dis- 
covery, and  especially  referred  to  the  expedition  of 
sir  F.  Drake,  in  1573.  This  claim  is  entirely  in- 
consistent with  the  right  ol  colonization.  If  this 
coast  were  discovered  two  centuries  and  a hall 
since,  it  can  hardly  be  open  to  discovery  arid  seltle- 
ment  now.  But  in  regard  to  any  claim  ol  Great 
Britain  having  its  origin  anterior  to  17(13,  it  is  en- 
tirely precluded  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  ol  that  year, 
by  which  she  renounces  all  claim  to  any  portion  ol 
North  America  west  of  the  Mississippi.  It  may, 
however,  be  remarked,  in  regard  to  this  expedition 
of  sir  Francis  Drake,  that  the  narration  ol  its  in- 
cidents is  not  only  incredible,  but  their  existence 


impossible;  and,  therefore,  no  tille  to  any  pai titular 
part  of  the  coast  can  be  deduced  from  it.  Putting 
this  voyage  out  of  the  question,  Great  Britain  does 
not  set  up  any  title  which  has  the  appearance  of 
validity  under  the  principles  avowed  by  her  own 
commissioners  in  1S23,  when,  ir.  controverling  the 
lights  of  Spain,  they  asserted  that  Great  Britain 
would  never  admit  that  the  mere  fact  of  Spanish 
navigators  having  first,  seen  the  coast  at  particular 
points,  without  any  subsequent  and  efficient  act  of 
sovereignly  or  settlement  lollowing  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  was  sufficient  lo  exclude  other  nations  from 
that  portion  of  the  globe. 

Certainly  if  mere  discover}  of  the  coast  could 
give  title,  (hat  of  Spain  would  be  entirely  incon- 
troverlible;  and  this  government  having  succeeded 
to  her  rights,  the  question  would  be  at  an  end. — 
Bjlboa  discovered  the  western  shore  of  America 
in  September,  1513,  and,  “advancing  up  to  his  mid- 
dle in  the  waves,  w ith  his  buckler  and  sword  in 
hand,  took  possession  of  that  ocean  in  the  name  ol 
the  king,  his  master,  and  avowed  to  defend  it  with 
his  arms  against  all  his  enemies.”  Cortez  disco- 
vered California,  in  1526,  up  to  about  parallel  30 
degrees.  In  1543  Cubrillo  explored  the  coast  from 
that  point  up  to  42  degrees.  In  the  year  1592  John 
de  Fuea  discoved  I he  strait  w hich  bears  his  name 
in  latitude  48  degrees.  But  the  principle  implied 
in  the  declaration  of  the  British  commissioners  is 
unquestionably  correct,  viz.  that  discovery,  accom- 
panied with  subsequent  and  efficient  acts  of  sove- 
reignty cr  settlement,  is  necessary  to  give  title. — 
Now  there  is  no  pretence  that  Great  Britain  has  a 
title  thus  acquired;  and  all  that  is  left  to  ascertain 
is,  whether  the  United  States  can  establish  sueli  a 
one  in  herself. 

And  first  as  to  discovery.  There  is  nothing-  on 
record  of  any  actual  investigation  of  the  coast  be- 
tween 44  degrees  and  47  degrees  previous  to  the 
year  1792,  and  it  is  certain  that,  up  to  that  period, 
the  existence  of  the  Columbia  river  was  unknown. 

Not  to  dwell  on  (he  reported  settlement  by  Hen- 
dricks, in  1735,  in  May,  17152.  captain  Robert  Gray, 
in  the  ship  Columbia,  from  Boston,  sailing  under 
the  flag  of  the  United  States,  saw  and  entered  into 
the  land  which  had  a good  appearance  of  a harbor; 
and  which  was,  in  fact,  the  mouth  of  a very  large 
river,  then  seen,  for  the  first  time,  by  a citizen  of  a 
civilized  nation. 

Caplairi  Gray  entered  the  river,  named  it  Co- 
lumbia, and  named  1 he  capes  on  either  side;  con- 
tinuing (o  explore  it  from  the  7th  to  the  21st  of 
Mav.  Having  fixed  its  latitude,  and  distinctly 
marked  the  topography  of  the  neighborhood,  and 
the  bearings  of  the  various  headlands  around  the 
bay,  lie  returned  lo  the  United  States,  and  an- 
nounced bis  important  discovery.  Thus  was  the 
Columbia  discovered  by  the  United  States  from  the 
sea.  In  the  vear  1803,  an  exploring  expedition 
was  fitted  out  by  this  government  to  penetrate, 
over  land,  into  the  region  west  of  the  Rocky  or 
Stony  mountains,  as  far  as  the  month  of  the  Co- 
lumbia river.  Every  body  knows  the  signal  suc- 
cess of  this  admirably-conducted  enterprise,  which 
opened  to  the  world  (he  vast  regions  of  the  Upper 
Missouri  and  Rocky  mountains,  and  arid ed  lo  geo- 
graphy the  magnificent  valley  of  the  Columbia 
Ten  years  before,  Mackenzie  had  penetrated  to  the 
Western  ocean,  but  his  route  did  not  touch  any  of 
the  waters  of  this  grand  basin,  being  several  de- 
grees north  of  it.  And  thus  this  great  discovery, 
both  from  the  interior  and  the  coast,  belongs  to  the 
United  States.  The  exploring  expedition  of  Lewis 
and  Clark  following  up  the  discovery  of  the  Co- 
lumbia river  bv  Captain  Gray  is,  in  itself,  an  im- 
portant circumstance  in  our  litle.  It  was  riot  ice  to 
the  world  of  claim,  and  that  solemn  act  of  posses 
sioli  was  followed  np  by  a settlement  and  occupa- 
tion, made  bv  that  enterprising  and  intelligent  mer- 
chant, John  Jacob  Astor,  under  the  countenance 
and  patronage  of  this  government.  This  settle- 
ment ami  occupation  continued  to  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent  was  re- 
stored to  us  formally,  after  its  conquest  from  ihe 
United  Slates  during  that  war.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  Hint  our  title  has  the  requisites  prescribed  by 
Great  Britain  herself.  With  this  is  combined  the 
concurrent  litle  of  Spain,  which  was  derived  also 
from  discovery,  settlement,  &c.;  and  which,  by  the 
treaty  of  13 19,  was  transferred  to  Ihe  United  Slates. 
The  extent  of  the  territory  on  the  northwest  coast, 
which  is  properly  embraced  within  our  limits,  is  to 
be  ascertained  bv  the  appliration  of  the  two  recog- 
nised principles  to  the  established  facts  of  the  case: 
1st.  That  the  discovery  and  occupation  of  the 
mouth  of  a river  gives  title  to  the  reg;ion  watered 
by  it  and  its  tributaries,  as  in  the  ease  of  the  Hud- 
son, James,  Mississippi  rivers,  See.  2d.  That  the 
discovery  and  settlement  of  a new  country  by  a 
civilized  power  gives  title  half-way  (o  the  settle- 
ment of  the  nearest  civilized  power.  The  boun- 


dary between  them  is  a medium  line.  Either  of 
these  principles  will  carry  our  line  as  far  as  49  de- 
grees. 

Its  occupation  by  our  government  would  secure 
a vast  Indian  and  iur  trade;  ils  forests  of  gigantic 
limber;  extended  plains,  rich  alluvions,  where  ani- 
mals and  vegetables  assume  llieir  brightest  forms, 
would  open  a direct  trade  with  California,  China, 
Japan,  and  the  Sandwich  and  Oriental  islands  gene- 
rally; it  would  secure  its  prodigious  fisheries  of 
sturgeon,  anchovies,  and  salmon;  for  Lewis  and 
Clark  say  “that  the  multitudes  of  salmon  in  the 
Oregon  are  inconceivable,  arid  they  ascend  to  ils 
very  sources,  to  the  very  ridge  of  1 ire  dividing 
mountains:  the  water  is  so  clear  that  they  may  be 
seen  at  the  depth  of  fifteen  or  twenty  feet;  at  cer- 
tain seasons  of  the  year  they  float  in  such  quanti- 
ties down  the  stream,  and  are  drilled  ashore,  that 
the  Indians  have  only  to  collect,  split  them  open, 
and  dry  them.”  It  would  doubtless  secure,  be- 
yond the  danger  of  interruption,  constant  inter- 
course and  trade  between  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi and  the  Oregon. 

But,  to  waive  these  advantages,  the  importance 
to  the  United  Slates,  in  a commercial  point  of  view, 
of  possessing  some  harbor  on  the  northwest  coast  of 
America  w ill  be  seen  at  once,  when  it  is  recollect- 
ed that  upwards  of  $12,(100,000  worth  of  property 
is  afloat  in  the  Pacific  ocean  in  the  whale  trade 
alone,  and  which  gives  employment  to  upwards  of 
8,000  seamen.  These  whalers  must  have  some 
place  or  places  at  which  to  refit  after  their  long 
voyages.  These  vessels  now  resoit  to  the  Sand- 
wich islands;  but  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  colo- 
nial restrictions  may  be  enforced  in  time  of  peace, 
and,  in  time  of  war,  this  valuable  and  important 
branch  of  trade  might  fall  an  easy  prey  to  a foreign 
power  for  want  of  a port  to  give  it  shelter.  It  is 
tile  duty  of  a wise  government  to  provide  against 
such  contingencies.  The  bay  of  St.  Francis,  into 
which  is  discharged  the  fine  river  Sacrimento,  is 
one  of  the  noblest  harbors  on  the  continent,  and 
capable  of  containing  the  whole  mercantile  navy 
of  the  world.  But  this  magnificent  haibcr,  unfor- 
tunately, is  not  within  tile  jurisdiction  ol  the  Unit- 
ed States,  but  belongs  to  our  neighbors  of  Mexico. 

Between  this  point  and  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia river,  the  coast  presents  an  almost  uniform 
straight  line,  in  which  few  headlands  or  indenta- 
tions appear.  M . Slacum  says:  “From  the  map 
of  the  country,  which  I shall  be  able  to  prepare, 
you  will  discover  thereon  three  or  four  rivers  which 
fall  into  the  Pacific  ocean  between  latitude  41  deg. 
33  min.  and  the  Columbia;  three  of  them  within 
Pelican  bay,  in  lalilude  42  deg.  4 min.  north,  are 
within  the  limits  of  Ihe  states,  but  are  not  laid 
down  on  any  published  chart  of  the  day: 

“Klamet  river,  41  deg.  33  min.  north  latitude, 
23  deg.  54  min.  west  longitude. 

“Wes!  Rogues  river,  42  deg.  26  min.  north  lati- 
tude. 124  deg.  14  min.  west  longitude. 

“West  C-owis  liver,  43  deg.  31  min.  north  lati- 
tude, 124  deg.  4 min.  west  longitude. 

“West  Umpqua,  43  deg.  50  min.  north  latitude, 
123  deg.  5G  min.  west  longitude. 

“Last  year  the  schooner  Cadhorough  entered  Iwo 
of  these  with  8 feet  of  water.  ‘Pelican  bay’  is  a 
good  harbor.  From  the  information  of  Mr.  Young 
and  olher  trappers,  I am  told  that  the  Umpqua  is 
nearly  the  same  size  as  the  Wilhairiit.  The  lands 
are  equally  good  and  well  timbered.  The  river 
called  ‘Rogues,’  or  sometimes  Smith’s  river, 
abounds  in  Ihe  finest  limber  west  of  Ihe  Rocky 
mountains;  and  it  may  be  fairly  estimated  that  the 
vallpys  of  these  rivers,  certainly  wilhin  Ihe  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  contain  at  least 
14,000,000  acres  of  land,  of  first  quality,  equal  to 
the  best  lands  of  Missouri  and  Illinois.  In  enter- 
ing the  Columbia  river  you  find  a bar  extending 
across  the  channel  (two  miles  in  width)  from  the 
north  to  the  south  shoals.  The  slioaiest  water  on 
the  bar  is  4-^  fathoms,  but  the  prevailing  winds  in 
winter  are  from  the  westward,  and  the  entrance 
lies  exposed  to  the  swell  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  'i  he 
bar  breaks  with  a w ind  of  any  force,  if  iron)  (he 
west  of  north  or  south  and  west  of  east.  At  pre- 
sent, vessels  are  often  kept  several  days  waiting 
for  clear  weather  lo  run  in,  having  neither  beacons, 
buoys,  nor  lights  lo  guide  llicm  when  near  the 
shoal.  This  delay  would  he  obviated  in  a great 
measure  if  the  coast  was  surveyed  arid  properly 
lighted.”  Mr.  Baylirs,  in  his  report,  says:  “It 
has  been  very  justly  said,  ‘that  it  is  a question,  at 
first  somewhat  difficult  of  solution,  why  Great  Bri- 
tain should  have  been  so  extremely  anxious  (o 
wrest  from  the  United  States  a territory  compara- 
tively of  limited  extent,  and,  considering  the  vast 
domains  in  Asia,  Africa,  Australia,  and  America, 
which  she  has  yet  to  populate  and  reclaim,  com- 
paratively of  little  value;”  yet  a little  reflection  will 
suggest  the  answer. 
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“Great  Britain  adopts  no  plans  or  policy  from 
caprice  or  vanity;  her  ambition  is  developed  in  a 
system  of  wise  and  sagacious  projects,  to  check,  to 
intlncnce,  and  "o  contiol  all  nations  by  means  of  her 
navy  and  her  commerce.  In  prosperity  and  in  ad- 
vesity,  in  peace  and  in  war,  she  has  pursued  this 
grand  design  with  an  energy  and  perseverance 
which  does  infinite  credit  to  tier  political  sagacity 
and  foresight.” 

The  day  is  not  far  distant  when,  by  (lie  opening 
of  a direct  communication  between  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  oceans  across  the  Isthmus  of  Darien, 
the  whole  trade  of  the  eastern  hemisphere  will  be 
changed.  The  policy  of  Great  Britain  is,  there- 
fore, to  possess  the  strongest  points  of  control  on 
this  grand  thoroughfare  of  commerce  as  well  as 
over  every  other  commercial  thoroughfare  of  the 
world.  One  of  these  points  she  already  possesses 
in  Jamaica,  and  the  Sandwich  islands  is  to  be,  nay, 
is,  the  other  point  of  her  gr  tsping  ambition.  These 
islands  lie  on  that  parallel  oflatitude  which  vessels 
seek  m the  passage  to  China, Manilla,  and  Batavia, 
from  the  west  coast  of  America,  in  order  to  get 
the  force  of  the  trade-winds,  which  are  strongest 
between  IS  deg.  and  24  deg.  of  north  latitude. 
They  lie  as  directly  in  llie  route  to  China  as  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  for  ships  from  the  eastward. 
They  would,  therefore,  becume  of  immense  value 
as  a commercial  depot,  and  in  time  of  war  they 
would,  in  a military  point  of  view,  be  as  important 
as  the  Mauritius  m the  Indian  ocean.  It  may  be 
assumed,  then,  that  these  islands  will  fall  into  the 
hands  ol  the  British  government;  for  when  has  she 
neglected  her  foreign  policy  ? Look  at  her  pos- 
sessions in  the  east — Malta,  Gibraltar,  the  key  to 
the  commerce  of  the  Mediterranean,  St.  Helena, 
Ascension,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  Mauritius, 
Singapore,  (which  effectually  commands  the  straits 
ol  Malacca,)  the  Benin  islands,  lying  off  the  coast 
of  Japan  ; and  she  only  lacks  the  Sandwich  islands 
and  tlie  beautiful  river  of  Columbia,  and  the  terri- 
tory watered  by  its  numerous  tributaries,  to  com- 
mand, by  her  mighty  means,  the  commerce  of  the 
whole  world. 

Independent  of  the  importance,  in  a commercial 
point  of  view,  of  this  territory  to  the  U nited  States, 
it  assumes  vast  importance  when  we  come  to  con- 
sider the  influence  it  is  to  have,  in  the  hands  ol  the 
Biiiish,  overthe  fierce  and  warlike  tribes  of  Indians 
on  the  north,  and  Irom  our  western  frontier  to  the 
Pacific  ocean.  On  this  [joint  we  hope  to  be  par- 
doned for  the  long  extract  from  Mr.  Slactun’s  me- 
moir. When  speaking  of  the  Hndson  bay  com- 
pany— 

“ I shall  endeavor,”  he  says,  “ to  point  out  the 
enteiprise  of  this  company,  and  the  influence  they 
exercise  over  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  acknow- 
ledged lines  of  territory,  and'  their  unauthorized 
introduction  of  large  quantities  of  British  goods 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States. 
Fort  Vancouver,  the  principal  depot  of  the  Hudson 
bay  company  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains, 
stands  on  a gentle  acclivity,  lour  hundred  yards 
from  the  shore,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Columbia, 
or  Oregon  river,  about  one  hundred  miles  from  its 
mouth.  The  principal  buildings  are  enclosed  by  a 
picket  forming  an  area  of  73h  by  450  feet.  Within 
the  pickets  there  are  thirty-four  buildings  of  all  de- 
scriptions, including  oilicers’  dwelling  houses, 
workshops  for  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  wheel- 
wrights, coopers,  tinners,  ike.,  all  of  wood,  except 
the  magazine  for  powder,  which  is  of  brick.  Out- 
side, and  very  near  the  fort,  there  are  forty-nine 
cabins  lor  laborers  and  mechanics,  a large  and  com- 
modious barn,  and  seven  buildings  attached  thereto; 
a hospital  and  large  boat-house  on  the  shore,  six 
miles  above  the  tort.  On  the  north  bank  the  Hud- 
son bay  company  have  erected  a saw  mill  on  a 
never  failing  stream  of  water  that  falls  into  the  Co- 
lumbia; cuts  2,000  to  2,400  feet  of  lumber  daily  ; 
employs  twenty-eight  men,  chiefly  Sandwich  island- 
ers, and  ten  yoke  of  oxen  ; depth  of  water  four 
fathoms  at  the  mill,  where  the  largest  ships  of  (lie 
company  take  in  their  cargoes  for  the  Sandwich 
islands  market. 

'■  i'ue  farm  at  Vancouver  contains,  at  this  time, 
about  3,000  acres  of  land,  fenced  and  under  culti- 
vation, employing  generally  one  hundred  men, 
chiefly  Canadians  and  half- breed  Iroquois.  Tue 
mechanics  are  European.  These,  with  the  factors, 
traders,  clerks,  and  domestics,  may  be  estimated  at 
thirty.  The  laborers  and  mechanics  live  outside 
the  fort  in  good  log  cabins;  two  or  tli.ee  families 
generally  under  one  roof;  and,  as  nearly  every  man 
has  a wife,  or  lives  with  an  Indian  or  hall  breed 
woman,  and  as  each  family  has  from  two  to  five 
slaves,  the  whole  number  of  persons  about  Van- 
couver may  ba  estimated  at  750  lo  800  souls.  The 
police  of  the  establisninent  is  as  strict  as  in  the  best 
regulated  military  garrison.  The  men  are  engaged 
for  the  term  of  five  years,  at  the  rate  of  £ 17  to  £ 15 


per  annum.;  but  as  ( he  exchange  is  reduced  lo  cur- 
rency at  the  rate  ol  live  shillings  to  the  dollar,  the 
pound  sterling  is  valued  at  4 ; hence  the  juice  ol 
labor  is  $3  tidj'  to  (16  § per  month. 

“ Trade,  fyc. — A large  ship  arrives  annually  liom 
London,  and  discharges  at  Vancouver.  Cargo, 
chiefly  coarse  woollens,  cloihs,  baizes,  and  blankets; 
hardware,  cutlery,  calicoes,  cottons,  and  cotton 
handkerchiefs;  tea,  sugar,  coffee,  and  cocoa;  tobac- 
co, soap,  heads,  guns,  powder,  lead,  ruin,  playing 
cards,  boots,  shoes,  ready-made  clothing,  fee.;  be- 
sides every  description  of  sea- stores,  canvass,  coid- 
age,  paints,  oils,  chains  and  chain  cables,  anchors, 
&c.  to  relit  the  company’s  ships  that  remain  on  the 
coast.  These  are  tne  ship  Nereide,  the  brig  Llama, 
the  schooner  Cadhorougli,  and  sloop  Broughton  ; 
the  steamboat  Beaver,  of  150  Ions,  two  engines  oi 
thirty  horse  power  each,  built  in  London  last  year. 
These  vessels  are  all  well  armed  and  manned;  the 
crews  are  engaged  in  England,  to  serve  Jive  years, 
at  21.  per  month  for  seamen.  The  London  ship,  with 
the  annual  supply,  usually  arrives  in  the  Columbia 
in  early  spring,  discharges,  arid  takes  a cargo  of 
lumber  to  the  Sandwich  islands;  returns  in  August 
to  receive  the  furs  that  are  brought  to  Hie  depot  | 
( Fort  Vancouver)  once  a year  limn  the  interior, 
v ia  the  Columbia  river,  from  (he  Snake  country, 
and  from  the  American  rendezvous  west  of  t he 
Rocky  mountains,  and  from  as  far  south  as  St. 
Francisco,  in  California.  Whilst  one  of  the  com- 
pany’s vessels  brings  in  the  collections  of  furs  and 
peltries  made  at  the  different  depots  along  the  coast 
of  the  north,  (see  map,)  the  steamboat  is  now  be- 
ing employed  in  navigating  those  magnificent 
straits  from  Juan  de  Fuca  to  Slickern.  Immense 
quantities  of  furs,  sea  otter,  beaver,  marten,  and  j 
sable,  can  be  collected  along  the  shores  of  these  I 
bays  and  inlets.  The  chief  traders  at  Narquallah,  j 
in  47  deg.  30  iniu.,  Fort  Langley',  in  30  deg.  50  j 
min.,  Fort  McLaughlin,  in  50  deg.  10  rain.,  Fort 
Simpson,  in  54  deg.  40  min.  north,  purchase  all  the 
furs  and  peltries  irom  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity, 
and  as  far  as  New  Caledonia  in  the  interior,  and 
supply  them  with  guns,  powder,  lead,  tobacco, 
beads,  &c.;  ail  of  which  supplies  are  taken  lroxn 
the  principal  depot  at  Fort  Vancouver. 

An  express,  as  it  is  called,  goes  out  in  March,  an- 
nually, from  Vancouver,  and  ascends  the  Columbia 
900  miles  in  balteaus.  One  of  the  chief  factors,  or 
chief  traders,  takes  charge  of  the  property',  and  con- 
veys to  York  factory,  on  Hudson  bay,  tile  annual 
returns  of  the  business  conducted  by  the  Hudson 
Bay  company'  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  fi,  the 
Columbia  district.  This  party,  likewise,  conveys 
to  the  different  forts  along  the  route,  (see  map,) 
goods  suitable  to  the  Indian  trade.  Other  parlies 
take  up  supplies,  as  they  may  be  required,  lo  Walla- 
walla,  250  miles  above  Vancouver;  to  Colville,  600 
miles  above;  to  the  fort,  at  the  junction  of  Lewis’s 
river,  700  miles  above;  and  to  the  south,  lo  the  Fort 
McRoys,  on  the  river  Umpqua,  in  latitude  43  deg. 
50  min.  north;  and  last  year,  chief-trader  McLeod 
took  up  to  ( he  American  rendezvous,  in  about  lati- 
tude 43  deg.  north,  a huge  supply  of  British  manu- 
factures. This  assemblage  of  American  trappers 
and  hunters  takes  place  annually  on  the  western  side 
of  the  Rocky  mountains,  generally  in  the  month  of 
July,  and  amounts  to  from  450  to  500  men,  who 
bring  the  result  of  their  year’s  labor  to  sell  to  the 
American  fur- traders.  These  persons  purchase  their 
supplies  for  the  trappers  at  St.  Louis;  though,  after 
being  subject  to  the  duties  on  these  articles,  (chiefly 
of  British  manufacture,)  they  transport  their  goods 
about  1,400  miles  by  land,  to  sell  lo  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales  within  our  acknowledged  lines  of  terri- 
tory. Last  year  they  met  a powerful  opponent,  in 
Hie  agent  of  this  foreign  monopoly,  chief  trader  Mc- 
Leod, who  could  well  afford  to  undersell  Hie  Amer- 
ican fur-trader  on  his  own  ground;  first,  by  having 
the  advantage  of  water  communication  on  the  Co- 
lumbia and  Lewis’s  rivers  for  a distance  of  700  to 
800  miles;  and  secondly,  by  introducing  the  goods 
free  of  duly',  which  is  equal  to  at  least  twenty-five  to 
thirty  per  centum.  But  a greater  evil  than  this 
exists  in  the  influence  the  Hudson  bay  company  ex- 
ercises over  the  Indians,  by  supplying  them  with 
arms  and  ammunition,  which  may  prove,  at  some 
future  period,  highly  dangerous  to  our  frontier  set- 
tlements.” ******* 

‘■A  council  annually  assembles  at  York  factory, 
where  reports  from  the  different  ‘districts’  cast  and 
west  of  the  Rocky  mountains  are  read  and  recorded, 
and  their  proceedings  forwarded  to  London,  to  the 
Hudson  bay  house.  Chief  factors  and  chief  traders 
hold  a seat  at  this  council  board,  and  governor  Simp- 
son presides.  It  is  here  that  every  new  enterprise 
is  canvassed,  expense  and  probable  profits  carefully 
inquired  into,  a?  each  member  feels  a personal  inter- 
est in  every  measure  adopted.  If  it  is  ascertained 
that  in  certain  ‘districts’  Hie  quantity  of  beaver  di- 
minishes, the  trappers  are  immediately  ordered  to 


desist  for  a few  yeais,  that  Hie  animals  may  increase 
as  the  wealth  ol  the  country  consists  m its  furs;  and 
so  si i ict  are  the  laws  among  many  ot  the  northern 
Indian  tribes,  t hat  to  kill  abeaverout  of  season  (i.  e. 
in  tile  spring  or  summer)  is  a crime  punished  wilh 
death.  The  enforcement  of  Inis  law  is  strongly  en- 
couraged by  the  Hudson  bay  company'.  Not. so  care- 
1 ul,  however,  are  the  company  of  Hie  lerritoiy  not 
their  own;  on  the  contrary,  they  have  established  a. 
fort  and  trading-house  failed  ‘McKoy's  lort,’  on  the 
river  Umpqua,  in  43  deg.  50  mill.  This  line  stream 
lulls  into  the  Pacific,  (hut  is  not  laid  down  in  any 
printed  map;)  ten  thousand  beaver  skins  are  collect- 
ed here,  and  double  this  amount  brought  out  ol  llie 
country  adjacent,  within  our  lines;  and  tlie  Indians 
are  encouraged  to  ‘Imp  the  streams’  at  all  seasons. 
From  Wallawalla,  Lewis's  river,  and-  the  Snake 
country,  all  lying  between  42  deg.  and  46  deg.  north 
latitude  50,000  skins  are  collected.  The  price  of  a 
beaver  skin  in  the  ‘Columbia  district’  is  ten  shillings 
@2  payable  in  goods  at  50  per  cent,  on  Hie  invoice 
cost.  Each  skin  averages  one  and  a half  pound,  and 
is  worth  in  New  York  or  London,  jj-5  per  pound:  va- 
lue of  $■' 7 50.  The  beaver  skin  is  Hie  ciiculating 
medium  of  tlie  country.”  Again,  he  says:  “I  beg  to 
call  your  attention  to  Pi. gill’s  sound,  and  urge,  in 
the  most  earnest  manner,  that  this  point  shall  never 
be  abandoned.  If  the  United  Slates  claim,  and  I 
hope  lliey  ever  w ill,  as  far  north,  at  least,  as  the  49th 
deg.  of  latitude,  running  dim  west  liom  llie  lake  of 
the  woods,  on  the  above  pareilel,  we  shall  lake  in 
Pugin’s  sound  In  a mihlaiy  point  of  view  it  is  of 
the  highest  importance  to  the  United  States.  If  it 
were  in  the  hands  of  any'  foreign  [lower,  especially 
Great-, Britain,  with  the  influence  she  could  com- 
mand, through  the  Hudson  bay  company,  over  Ihe 
Indians  at  the  north,  on  those  magnificent  straits  of 
Juan  de  Fnca,  a loice  of  twenty  thousand  men  could 
be  brought  by  water  in  large  canoes  lo  the  Sound  of 
Pugin,  m a lew  days;  liom  thence  to  Columbia,  Ihe 
distance  is  but  two  days’  inarch,  via  the  Cowilety.” 

Your  committee,  deeply  impressed  with  the  iin- 
porlance  of  counteracting  foreign  influence  over  the 
Indian  tribes  w ithin  our  jurisdiction,  will  pursue  the 
subject  still  further. 

At  first  sight  it  would  be  reasonable  to  suppose 
11*it  the  rugged  and  stern  Rocky  mountains,  whose 
summits  are  covered  with  snow,  arid  ascend  far  be- 
yond the  region  of  perpetual  cougelaffori  would  con- 
stitute an  everlasting  barrier  lo  the  passage  of  hos- 
tile armies  between  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  and 
that  of  the  Columbia;  for  all  the  journals  and  narra- 
tives of  the  caily  explorers  of  : his  gloomy  region  are 
replete  with  the  suherings  and  privations  of  those 
who  made  the  passage.  The  accounts  given  us  by 
Lewis  and  Clark,  Andrew  Henry,  Wilson  P.  Hunt, 
Ramsey  Crooks,  and  many  others,  seemed  to  have 
placed  this  beyond  the  possibility  of  a doubt.  But 
of  this  we  shall  see.  One  of  its  loftiest  peaks  lias 
been  mounted  by  a traveller  after  incessant  toil. 
The  prospect  presenting  itself,  and  the  feelings  of 
the  beholder,  are  given  in  the  gorgeous  language  of 
Mr.  Irving: 

“Here  a scene  burst  upon  the  view  of  captain 
Bonneville  that  for  a lime  astonished  and  over- 
whelmed him  with  its  immensity.  He  stood,  in 
fact,  upon  that  dividing  ridge  which  Indians  regard 
as  the  crest  of  the  w orld,  and  on  each  side  of  vv  Inch 
the  landscape  declines  to  the  two  cardinal  oceans 
of  the  world.  Whichever  way  he  turned  his  eye, 
he  was  confused  by  the  vastness  and  vaiiety  of  ob- 
jects. Beneath  him  the  Rocky  mountains  seemed 
to  open  all  their  secret  recesses;  deep,  solemn  val- 
leys, treasured  lakes,  dreary  passes,  rugged  defiles, 
and  foaming  torrents;  while,  beyond  their  savage 
precincts,  tlie  eye  w as  lost  in  an  almost  immeasura- 
ble landscape,  stretching  on  every  side  into  dim 
and  hazy  distance,  like  Hie  expanse  of  a summer 
sea.  Whichever  way  he  looked,  he  beheld  vast 
plains  glimmering  with  reflected  sunshine;  mighty 
streams  wandering  on  their  shining  course  toward 
either  ocean;  and  snowy  mountains,  chain  beyond 
chain,  and  peak  beyond  peak,  they  united  like 
clouds  inlo  Ihe  horizon.  For  a time,  the  Indian  fa- 
ble seemed  to  be  realized.  He  had  obtained  that 
height  from  which  the  Blackfoot  warrior,  alter 
death,  catches  a view  of  the  land  of  souls,  and  be- 
holds the  happy  hunting  grounds  spread  out  below 
him,  brightening  with  the  abodes  of  the  tree  and 
generous  spirits.”  This  line  of  continuous  moun- 
tains, when  viewed  at  a distance,  every  where 
seems  impassable;  the  mind  shrinks  or  recoils  from 
such  frowning  and  forbidding  obstacles.  But  with- 
in ten  or  fifteen  years,  passes  of  such  gentle  ascent 
have  been  discovered,  that  loaded  wagons  easily' 
traverse  them. 

From  the  valley  of  the  river  Platte,  general  A Al- 
ley passed  to  the  opposite  valleys  of  waters  that  fall 
into  the  Great  Bear  lake. 

The  waters  of  this  great  internal  sea  are  mud 
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more  brackish  than  those  of  the  ocean.  He  de- 
scended in  canoes  one  of  the  rivers  that  disem- 
bogue into  it,  which  was  150  miles  in  length;  and, 
on  coasting  the  lake,  lie  found  it  100  miles  long, 
and  from  CO  to  80  wide.  Since  then,  the  passage 
of  the  Rocky  mountains  has  become  an  aifair  of 
ordinary  occurrence,  and  even  performed  by  deli- 
cate females. 

The  notice  of  this  is  extracted  from  the  journal 
of  Mr.  Spalding,  who  is  believed  to  be  a mission- 
ary:— ■ 

“Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spalding,  and  their  associates, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitman  and  Mr.  Gray,  left  the  fron- 
tiers of  Missouri  about  the  1st  of  May,  1836,  in 
company  with  a gentleman  engaged  in  the  fur  trade. 
Their  route  generally  lay7  near  the  Missouri  river, 
until  they  reached  the  Platte;  thence  along  that 
river  to  its  fork;  thence  along  the  north  fork  by  the 
Black  hills,  to  near  its  source;  thence  to  the  Green 
river,  one  of  the  brandies  of  the  Western  Colorado; 
thence  to  the  waters  of  Bear  river,  which  empties 
itself  into  the  Great  Salt  lake;  and  thence  to  the 
head  waters  of  Lewis’s  river,  the  southern  branch 
of  the  Columbia  river,  on  which,  or  on  the  streams 
which  run  into  it,  they  pursued  their  course  to  Fort 
Wallawalia,  one  of  the  principal  posts  of  the 
Hudson  Bay  company,  about  300  miles  from  the 
ocean.” 

Mrs.  Spalding  and  Mrs.  Whitman  are  believed  to 
l>e  the  first  white  women  who  have  traversed  these 
mountains.  Thus  lias  vanished  the  great  obstacle 
to  a direct  and  facile  communication  between  Mis- 
sissippi valley  and  the  Pacific  ocean. 

But  your  committee  will  not  disguise  their  fears, 
that  if  the  United  States  permits  this  territory  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  England,  she  would,  in  time 
of  war,  be  enabled  from  that  quarter  to  send  against 
this  country  an  immense  power.  With  a well-ap- 
pointed force  mounted  on  the  fleet  steeds  of  the 
valley  of  the  Columbia,  that  force,  with  the  neces- 
sary munitions  of  war  and  provisions,  could  ascend 
the  southern  branches  of  the  Columbia  river  to 
where  they  almost  interlock  with  the  Platte  and 
other  streams  which  fall  into  the  Missouii  river; 
and,  after  surmounting  the  slight  difficulties  which 
have  been  shown  to  exist,  they  would  soon  make 
their  way  to  the  great  plains  of  the  west.  Over 
these  boon  Hess  prairies  roam  numerous  Indian 
tribes,  who'  wander  regularly  from  north  to  south, 
and  from  south  to  north,  hanging  on  the  flanks  and 
rear  of  the  countless  herds  of  buffalo  that  perform 
their  periodical  migrations  over  this  great  American 
desert. 

“Some  portion  of  the  wilderness  along  the  rivers 
may  partially  be  subdued  by  agriculture;  others 
may  form  vast  pastoral  tracts,  like  those  of  the 
east;  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  a great  part  of  it 
will  form  a lawless  interval  between  the  abodes  of 
civilized  man,  like  the  waters  of  the  ocean  or  the 
deserts  of  Arabia,  and  like  them  be  subject  to  the 
depredations  of  the  marauder.  Here  may  spring 
up  new  and  mongrel  races,  like  new  formations  in 
geology;  the  amalgamation  of  the  ‘dpbris’and  ‘abra- 
sions’ of  former  races,  civilized  and  savage;  the 
remains  of  broken  and  almost  extinguished  tribes; 
the  descendants  of  wandering  hunters  and  trappers; 
of  fugitives  from  the  Spanish  and  American  fron 
tiers;  of  adventurers  and  desperadoes  of  every  class 
and  counfry,  yearly  ejected  from  the  bosom  of  so- 
ciety into  the  wilderness.  We  are  contributing  in- 
cessantly to  swell  this  singular  and  heterogeneous 
cloud  of  wild  population  that  is  to  hang  about  our 
frontier,  by  the  transfer  of  whole  tribes  of  savages 
f rom  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  great  wastes 
of  the  far  west;  many  of  these  bear  the  smart  of 
real  or  fancied  injuries;  many  consider  themselves 
as  expatriated  beings,  wrongfully  exiled  from  their 
hereditary  homes  ami  tile  sepulchres  of  their  fa- 
thers, ami  cherish  a deep  and  abiding  animosity 
against  tiie  race  tiiat  lias  dispossessed  them.  Some 
may  gradually  become  pastoral  hordes,  like  those 
rude  and  migratory  people — half  shepherd,  half 
warrior — who,  with  their  flocks?  and  herds,  roam 
tile  plains  of  upper  Asia;  but  others,  it  is  to  he  ap- 
prehended, will  become  predatory  bands,  mounted 
on  the  fleet  steeds  of  the  prairies,  with  the  open 
plains  for  their  marauding  ground,  and  the  moun- 
tains for  their  retreats  and  lurking  places.”*  Such 
is  a faithful  picture  of  the  nature  and  character  of 
these  savage  and  miscellaneous  hordes  who  roam 
the  plains  or  inhabit  the  borders  of  this  Sahara, 
and  who,  through  the  influence  of  money, presents 
artfully  distributed,  combined  with  some  show  of 
military  force,  could  be  collected,  if  necessary,  into 
one  formidable  ‘array,  and  precipitated  along  the 
whole  line  of  the  western  frontier,  overwhelming 
it  with  death  and  destruction. 

Will  Great  Britain  fail  to  secure,  by  every  appli- 
ance, the  friendship,  trade  and  aid,  in  a war  with 
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us,  of  the  numerous  and  fierce  tribes  scattered  along 
our  extended  frontiers?  Her  conduct  during  the 
war  of  tile  revolution,  when  she  employed  them 
against  us;  her  conduct  in  exciting  them  to  con- 
stant acts  of  hostility  during  the  period  she  held 
possession,  in  defiance  of  a solemn  treaty,  of  the 
Northwest  posts;  the  massacre  of  St.  Clair’s  army, 
ol  the  rivei  Raisin,  of  Dudley’s  corps,  and  a host 
ot  like  melancholy  instances, will  furnish  an  answer; 
and,  in  continuance  of  this  uniform  policy,  she  is 
now  dispensing  fire  arms  and  presents  from  Ibe  St. 
Lawrence  to  the  mouth  of  Columbia  river.  Even 
the  Indians  of  the  deep  glens  and  valleys  of  the 
Rocky  mountains  are  influencea  by  this  pervading 
policy. 

It  lias  been  shown  with  what  facility  the  Rocky 
mountains  can  be  traversed.  It  will  now  be  shown 
bow  easy  it  is  to  reach  them  from  the  west.  Col. 
Lodge  left  Leaven woith  on  the  29th  of  May,  1S35, 
with  three  companies  of  tile  2d  regiment  of  dra- 
goons. He  took  with  the  command  two  pieces  of 
artillery,  two  wagon  loads  of  flour,  and  twenty-five 
head  of  beef  cattle,  to  furnish  food,  should  the  chase 
fail.  Ascending  the  left  bank  of  the  Missouri  to 
tiie  river  Platte,  which  they  traversed,  they  then 
followed  the  left  of  the  Platte  to  its  south  fork, 
which  they  pursued,  when,  for  tiie  first  time,  on 
tiie  15th  of  June,  alter  the  clouds  had  passed  away 
that  lowered  over  the  earth,  was  unveiled  to  their 
view  a magnificent  prospect  of  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains peering  above  tiie  horizon.  These  mountains 
resembled  white  conical  clouds  lying  along  the 
verge  of  the  earth.  The  rays  of  a gorgeous  set- 
ting sun  shone  upon  their  snow-capt  summits,  now 
at  the  distance  of  one  hundred  miles,  giving  them 
a beautiful  and  splendid  appearance.  They  con- 
tinued to  approacii  these  grand  land  marks,  when, 
on  the  24th,  the  Platle  was  seen  emerging  from  the 
third  and  loftiest  tier  of  mountains,  pouring  its 
enormous  mass  of  waters  over  a precipice  several 
hundred  feet  high,  furnishing  one  of  the  most  sub- 
lime spectacles  in  nature.  After  spending  a month 
in  this  elevated  and  delightful  region,  and  forming 
treaties  oi  peace  with  several  tribes  of  Indians, 
they  passed  the  dividing  ridge  which  separates  tile 
Platte  from  the  Arkansas.  They  then  descended 
the  last  named  river  to  the  main  road,  leading  from 
the  state  of  Missouri  to  Santa  Fe  and  the  internal 
provinces  of  Mexico. 

After  a marcli  of  1,000  miles,  tiie  corps  arrived 
at  Fort  Leavenworth  on  the  16th  of  September,  in 
good  health,  having  lost  but  one  man  on  the  route. 
One  of  the  beef  cattle  was  brought  back  in  a better 
condition  than  when  it  started  on  the  journey. 

Col.  Dodge  is  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  an 
army  could  inarch  w ith  ease  from  our  western  con- 
fines to  the  Pacific  ocean,  taking  with  it  all  its  ar- 
tillery, munitions  of  war,  and  provisions. 

A vast  chain  of  mountains  commences  at  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  American  continent, 
which  range  along  the  borders  of  the  Pacific  ocean, 
and,  after  threading  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  pass, 
with  various  altitudes,  through  Guatitnala,  Mexico, 
and  its  provinces,  California,  territory  of  Oregon, 
and  finally  disappear  in  the  Arctic  region.  The 
northern  portion  is  called  the  Rocky  or  Stony 
mountains,  which  rise  in  abrupt  ruggedness  on  the 
side  of  the  great  North  American  plains,  and  appa- 
rently formed,  at  a remote  period  in  the  history  of 
the  world,  on  its  eastern  facp,  tiie  walls  to  a vast  in- 
ternal sea,  the  b“d  of  which  was  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi;  whilst  from  its  western  flanks  the  de- 
scent is  in  regular  terraces  to  tiie  ocean  The 
northern  extremity  of  this  great  spine  of  the  world 
gives  origin  to  some  of  the  noblest  rivers  of  the 
globe,  the  Missouri,  Saskatchawine,  Peace,  Colum- 
bia, &c. 

Tiie  following  extract  from  the  Encyclopedia  of 
Geography,  it  is  understood,  presents  much  the 
most  correct  and  scientific  account  of  these  moun- 
tains yet  given  to  the  world,  arid  will  not,  perhaps, 
prove  uninteresting  here: 

“The  Rocky  mountains  consist,  as  far  as  they 
have  been  examined,  of  primary  formations,  and 
their  eastern  chain,  the  Blade  hiils,  of  gneiss  and 
mica  slate,  green  stone,  amygdaloid  and  other  igne- 
ous rocks.  Chains  of  primary  mountains,  separated 
by  sandy  plains  and  volcanic  tracts,  constitute  the 
country  between  the  Rocky  mountains  and  the  Pa- 
cific; but  to  the  east  of  that  range  are  several  near, 
ly  horizontal  fot  rnations,  of  tile  limits  or  the  relative 
age  of  which  is  little  known. 

“The  country,  from  the  falls  of  the  Platte  to  the 
mountains,  and  from  the  Missouri  to  the  Arkansas 
and  the  Rio  Colorado,  as  well  as  the  plains  includ- 
ed within  the  Rocky  mountains,  is  composed  of  a 
saliferous  sandstone,  containing  beds  of  clay;  and 
it  is  supposed  that  the  same  formation  extends  into 
Mexico,  and  that  the  red  sand-stone  described  by 
Humboldt  as  occurring  extensively  in  the  southern 
parts  of  the  continent  may  belong  to  it.  The  ge- 


neral color  oi  the  sand  stone  is  red,  but  it  is  some- 
times gray  or  white.  The  saline  contents  are  prin- 
cipally, muriate  of  soda,  but  other  salts,  of  bitter 
and  cathartic  properties,  likewise  abound.  Biine 
springs  are  of  general  occurrence,  and  rock  salt  is 
found  in  large  beds  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains, 
as  well  as  on  tiie  Rio  Colorado,  and  south  of  the 
great  Salt  Lake.  The  surface  of  the  ground,  espe- 
cially ot  the  banks  of  the  ravines,  is  often,  also, 
thickly  incrusted  with  saline  matter.  Gypsum  is 
likewise  found  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and 
fossils  are  sard  to  abound  in  the  sand-stone  on  the 
river  Platte.  In  the  neighborhood  of  the  Rocky 
-mountains,  the  formation  is  covered  with  a deposite 
ot  gravel  and  boulders,  apparently  derived  from 
tire  adjacent  hills;  but  at  a distance  from  them  it  is 
overlaid  by  a bed  of  loose  barren  sand,  the  drifting 
of  which,  tiie  author  conceives,  may  partially  con- 
ceal (lie  existence  of  other  formations,  especially 
of  that  green  sand  which  occurs  so  extensively  on 
tire  Missouri  above  the  river  Platte. 

“At  the  eastern  base  of  the  Rocky  mountains, 
and  for  a short  distance  up  their  declivity,  are  vari- 
ous conglomerates,  and  gray  and  red  sand-stones, 
dipping  at  high  angles;  but  these  deposites  are  not 
considered  to  belong  to  the  great  sand-stone  forma- 
tion, as  they  contain  no  salt. 

“In  ascending  the  Missouri,  from  its  confluence 
with  tiie  Mississippi,  the  banks  are,  in  many  cases, 
composed  of  limestone  clilfs,  200  and  300  feet  high, 
containing  productaa,  terebratul<e,  and  cncrini;  hills 
of  this  limestone  occur  also  near  the  Chariton,  and 
in  tiie  same  district  is  good  bituminous  coal. 

“Above  tiie  junction  of  the  Platte  will)  the  Mis- 
souri are  beds  of  sand-sfune  and  dark  bine  shale, 
and  a little  higher,  adjacent  to  the  An  Jacque,  are 
high  perpendicular  bluffs,  of  a formation  consider- 
ed to  be  true  chalk.  This  deposite  extends  for 
several  miles  up  the  Missouri,  and  it  occurs  further 
down  the  river,  about  the  mouth  of  the  Omaha,  but 
its  lateral  extent  is  not  known.  No  flints  have  yet 
been  noticed  in  situ,  but  pebbles  and  nodules  of 
flints,  similar  to  those  so  abundant  in  Ibe  valley  ot 
the  Thames,  are  numerous  lower  down  the  river, 
even  as  low  as  the  Mississippi.  Belemnites  have 
been  picked  up  in  the  same  district. 

“From  below  the  Big  Bend  to  the  Rocky  raoun- 
tians,  both  on  the  Missouri  and  the  Yellow-stone 
rivers  is,  a vast  formation,  said  to  be  very  rich  in  fos- 
sils, indicating  an  upper  secondary  group,  and  the 
matrix  in  which  the  shells  are  imbedded  resembles, 
very  closelj',  some  of  the  green  sand  beds  of  Europe. 
The  fossils  mentioned  in  the  paperare  a Hamite,  a 
Gryphsea,  considered  to  be  the  GryphcEa  Cohtmba, 
and  Belemnites  compressvs.  This  formation  lias  not 
been  traced  continuously  over  the  whole  area  al- 
luded to,  but  the  same  fossils  have  been  brought 
from  the  beds  of  the  Missouri  and  Yellow  stone 
rivers,  and  from  their  springs  in  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains; they  have  likewise  been  found  west  of  that 
range. 

“Above  the  Big  Bend  occurs,  also,  an  extensive 
range  of  horizontal  beds  of  lignite,  sand  stone, 
shale,  and  clay,  forming  bluffs  200  and  300  feet 
high,  and  continuous  for  several  days’ journey.  Lig- 
nite is  also  found  on  the  Cherry  river,  and  along 
the  whole  of  the  country  watered  by  the  Powder 
river,  in  beds  from  3 to  9 feet  thick.  Tills  forma- 
tion is  conceived  to  be  more  recent  than  that  which 
contains  the  fossils,  as  the  latter  has  a slight  wester- 
ly dip,  and  therefore  may  underlie  it. 

“Silicified  trunks  of  trees  are  stated  to  have  been 
noticed  on  the  banks  of  the  streams,  and  are  con- 
sidered by  the  traders  to  have  fallen  from  the  bluffs. 

“No  recent  volcanic  production  appears  to  have 
yet  been  brought  from  the  country  east  of  tiie  Rocky 
mountains,  with  the  exception  of  the  pumice  which 
annually  descends  the  Missouri;  but  nothing  is  yet 
known  of  the  quarter  whence  it  is  derived.  West 
of  the  mountains,  however,  from  the  Salmon  river 
to  beyond  Lewis’  river,  and  for  a considerable  dis- 
tance around  the  insulated  mountains  called  the 
Butts,  the  country  is  said  to  be  composed  of  lava, 
traversed  by  a multitude  of  deep,  extensive  fissures, 
having  a general  direction  from  northwest  to  south- 
east, and  nearly  parallel  to  that  of  the  mountains. 

“Volcanic  mounds,  cracked  at  the  top  and  sur- 
rounded by  fissures,  are  numerous  over  (he  whpjp 
region,  but  no  lava  appears  to  have  flown  from  them, 
and  we  mav  conjecture  that  they  wpre  fprrned  by 
the  action  of  elastic  or  gaseous  matter.  In  many 
places,  deep  circular  funnels,  a few  yards  in  diame- 
ter, penetrate  the  surface.  For  more  (hap  40  miles 
the  Columbia  runs  between  perpendicular  cliff's  of 
lava  and  obsidian,  from  200  to  300  feet  high,  w hich 
are  traversed  by  great  fissures,  and  present  all  the 
phenomena  of  dikes  in  the  most  striking  manner. 
The  matador  branch  of  the  Columbia  flows  through 
a similar  gorge. 

“We  take  this  occasion  to  correct  the  accounts 
previously  given  of  the  Great  Sait  lake,  which  has 
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lately  been  journeyed  round,  and  ascertained  to  , tern  declivities.  The  country  between  them  and 
have  no  outlet,  though  it  receives  two  considerable  the  Pacific  is  blessed  with  milder  and  steadier  tem- 
streams  of  Iresh  water.  The  length  ol  the  lake  is  j pcrature,  resembling  the  climate  ol' parallel  latitudes 
estimated  to  be  150  miles,  and  its  breadth  -10  or  50.  [ in  Europe.  In  the  plains  and  valleys,  but  little 
“Tnerm.il  springs  abound  along  the  base  on  each  I snow  tails  throughout  the  winter,  and  usually  melts 
side  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  in  the  volcanic  while  falling,  it  rarely  lies  on  the  ground  more 
district.  They  are  stated  to  vary  in  temperature  than  two  days  at  a time,  except  on  the  summit  of 
from  blood-heat  to  the  boiling  point,  and  to  form,  the  mountains.  The  winters  are  rainy  rather  than 


coid.  The  rains  lor  lour  months,  from  the  middle 
of  October  to  the  middle  of  March,  are  almost  in- 
cessant, and  often  accompanied  by  tremendous 
thunder  and  lightning.  The  winds  prevalent  at 
this  season  are  Irom  the  south  and  southeast,  which 
usually  bring  rain.  Those  from  the  north  to  the 
southwest  are  the  harbingers  of  fair  weather  and  a 
clear  sky.  The  residue  of  the  year,  from  the  mid- 
dle of  March  to  the  middle  of  October,  an  interval 
of  seven  months,  is  serene  and  delightful.  There 
is  scarcely  any  rain  throughout  this  lime,  yet  the 
face  of  the  country  is  kept  fresh  and  verdant  by 
nightly  dews,  and  occasionally  by  humid  fogs  in 
the  mornings.  These  are  not  considered  prejudi- 
cial to  health,  since  both  the  natives  and  the  whites 
sleep  in  the  open  air  with  perfect  impunity.  While 
this  equable  and  bland  temperature  prevails  through- 
out the  lower  country,  the  peaks  and  ridges  of  the 
vast  mountains  by  which  it  is  dominated  are  cover- 
ed with  perpetual  snow.  This  renders  them  d is 
cernible  at  a great  distance,  shining,  at  times,  li Ice 
bright  summer  clouds;  at  other  times  assuming  the 
most  serial  tints,  and  always  forming  brilliant  and 
striking  features  in  the  vast  landscape.  The  mild 
temperature  prevalent  throughout  the  country  is 
attributed  by  some  to  the  succession  of  winds  from 
the  Pacific  ocean,  extending  from  latitude  20  deg. 
to  at  least  50  deg.  north.  These  temper  the  heat 
of  summer  so  that  in  the  shade  no  one  is  incom- 
moded by  perspiration.  They  also  soften  the  ri- 
gors of  winter,  and  produce  such  a moderation  in 
climate  that  the  inhabitants  can  wear  the  same  dress 
throughout  the  year.” 

The  following  extract  is  from  a recently  publish- 
ed journal  of  Mr.  Spalding,  who  lately  passed  Irom 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia,  with  his  wife: 

“We  left  Wallawalla  the  6th  of  September,  in  a 
boat  propelled  by  six  oarsmen.  The  usual  time  of 
a passage  down  is  five  days.  We  were  detained 
by  head  winds,  and  did  not  arrive  till  the  12th. 
Here  we  were  met  by  the  wannest  expressions  ot 
friendship  by  Doctor  McLaughlin,  who  conducted 
us  immediately' to  his  house.  After  a brief  inter- 
view, he  conducted  us  to  his  gardens,  and,  be  as- 
sured, we  were  not  a little  surprised  to  see  west  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  where  we  expected  to  meet 
scarcely  the  first  buddings  of  civilization,  such  per- 
fection in  horticulture.  About  five  acres  are  laid 
out  in  order,  and  stored  with  almost  every  species 
of  vegetables,  fruits,  and  flowers;  and  among  them 
figs  and  citrons,  oranges,  lemons,  promegranates, 
cotton  plants,  and  all  common  fruits  in  the  United 
Slates.  Every  thing  produces  well.  For  some  days 
our  time  was  divided  between  visits  on  the  farm, 
to  the  mills,  the  herds,  the  dairy,  the  stores,  the 
ships  in  port,  the  school,  &c.  It  of  course  gave 
us  great  satisfaction  to  witness  these  fruits  of  civi- 
lization, which  we  supposed  our  eyes  had  looked 
upon  for  the  last  time  when  we  passed  the  frontier 
line  of  our  own  land.  Dr.  McLaughlin’s  farm  is 
the  largest  on  the  Columbia  river,  and  produced 
last  year  4,500  bushels  of  wheat,  4,000  of  peas, 
1,700  of  barley,  1,500  of  oats,  potatoes  not  gather- 
ed, corn  but  little.  His  horned  cattle  750,  swine 
400,  with  from  200  to  300  horses.  He  has  a saw 
mill  and  a flouring  mill  ” 

Such,  from  a united  stream  of  testimony,  is  the 
softness  of  this  climate  that  it  may  almost  be  con- 
sidered tropical.  The  country  from  the  ocean  as- 
cends by  regular  terraces  or  plateaus  to  the  sum- 
mits of  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  presents  every 
variety  of  soil,  which  will  be  found  adapted  to 
„ _ , every  variety  of  culture,  and  is  watered  by  the  no- 

of  the  season  is  more  determined  by  the  quantity  of  I LI  e Columbia  and  its  numerous  tributaries;  and,  at 
water  than  by  its  congelation.  The  rains  usually  some  not  far  distant  day,  will  be  found  the  theatre 
commence  w ith  November,  and  continue  to  fall  J of  man’s  grandest  and  happiest  efforts, 
partially  until  the  latter  end  of  March  or  the  be-  ! Lewis  and  Clark,  in  describing  the  immediate 
ginning  of  April.  A benign  spring  succeeds,  and  I valley  of  the  Columbia  river,  say: 
when  the  su  miner  heats  obtain,  they  are  so  tempered  j “This  valley  is  bounded  westward  by  the  monn 


from  their  earthly  contents,  large  mounds,  some- 
times of  a pure  white,  hard,  siliceous  nature,  and 
at  others  ol  a substance  which,  on  drying,  becomes 
pulverulent.  In  the  volcanic  district,  some  of  the 
springs  are  said  to  be  sour;  and  many  sulphurious 
springs  occur  both  in  and  west  of  the  mountains. 
Lastly,  pure  stirphur  has  been  occasionally  seen 
above  the  Great  Salt  lake,  and  at  the  eastern  base  of 
the  mountains,  but  none  in  the  volcanic  district.” 

Navigators,  eaiiy  as  well  as  recent,  portray  the 
country  in  glowing  language,  and  dwell  with  de- 
light on  the  lovely  variety  ot  hill  and  dale,  fertility, 
ol  soil,  noble  forests,  amenity  of  landscape,  pure 
limpid  streams  flowing  through  the  land;  but,  above 
all,  they  dwell,  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  on 
the  solt  climate  of  this  delightful  coast.  Cook, 
Dixon,  Porllock,  Vancouver,  Langsdoi  f,  Kotzebue, 
and  many  others,  unite  in  the  same  opinion  as  to 
the  benignity  of  the  climate,  which  varies  wide 
from  that  on  the  opposite  coast  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  where,  in  the  winter  and  spring  seasons,  in 
the  same  parallels  ot  latitude,  storm  and  tempest, 
hail,  snow  and  sleet  hold  sullen  sway. 

When  Lewis  and  Clark  took  their  departure  from 
the  coast  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  in  the  month  ol 
March,  the  surface  of  the  earth  was  dressed  in 
flowers;  the  embryo  buds  had  expanded  into  leaves, 
whilst  the  grass  in  the  river  bottoms  was  12  or  IS 
inches  high. 

The  following  statement  of  the  weather,  during 
the  winter  and  spring  they  spent  there,  will  not, 
perhaps,  prove  uninteresting  to  the  senate.  The 
temperature  changed  as  they  approached  the  moun- 
tains, the  highest  peaks  of  which  were  covered  with 
everlasting  snows. 

January  7.  The  loss  of  the  thermometersincerely 
regretted.  The  parties  confident  that  the  climate 
is  much  warmer  than  in  the  same  parallel  of  lati- 
tude in  the  Atlantic  ocean.  There  has  been  one 
slight  white  frost  since  the  7th  of  November.  We 
have  seen  no  ice,  and  the  weather  is  so  warm  that 
we  are  obliged  to  cure  our  meat  with  smoke  and 
fire  to  save  it. 

January  12.  The  wind  from  any  quarter  off  the 
land,  or  along  the  northwest  coast,  causes  the  air  to 
become  cooler. 

January  14.  Weather  perfectly  temperate;  never 
experienced  so  warm  a winter  as  the  present. 

January  25.  It  is  now  perceptibly  colder  than  it 
has  been  this  winter. 

January  28.  Pretty  keen  frost;  the  coldest  night 
of  the  season. 

February.  Fair  6,  rain  16,  cloudy  5,  snow  1 day. 

February  8.  The  feeling  of  the  air  indicated  that 
the  rigor  of  the  winter  had  passed. 

February  24.  Quite  warm. 

March.  Fair  S,  rain  16,  cloudy  7.  So  warm  that 
fire  was  unnecessary. 

March  13.  Plants  began  to  appear  above  the 
ground. 

March  15.  Plants  put  forth  their  leaves. 

March  25.  Gooseberry  bushes  in  leaf. 

March  26.  Hummingbirds  appear. 

March  30.  Gras3  sixteen  inches  high  in  river 
bottoms. 

Mr.  Prevost  says  that  “the  climate  to  the  south- 
ward of  53°  assumes  a mildness  unknown  in  the 
3aine  latitude  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  continent. 
Without  digressing  to  speculate  upon  the  cause,  I 
will  merely  state  that  such  is  particularly  the  fact 
in  46  deg.  16  min.,  the  site  of  Fort  Gregory.  The 
mercury,  during  the  winter,  seldom  descends  be- 
low the  freezing  point;  when  it  does  so,  it  is  rarely 
stationary  for  any  number  of  days,  and  the  severity 


with  showers  as  seldom  to  suspend  vegetation.  1 
found  it  luxuriant  on  my  arrival,  (October  1,  1818,) 
and,  during  a fortnight’s  stay,  experienced  no 
change  of  weather  to  retard  its  course.” 

Mr.  Irving,  in  his  Astoria,  says,  “A  remarkable 
characteristic  of  the  country  west  of  the  Rocky 
mountains  is  the  mildness  and  equability  of  the 
climate.  That  great  mountain  barrier  seems  to  di- 
vide the  continent  into  different  climates  even  in 
the  same  degree  ol  latitude,  The  rigorous  winters 
and  sultry  summers,  and  all  the  capricious  inequali- 
ties of  temperature  prevalent  on  the  Atlantic  side 
of  the  mountains,  are  but  little  felt  on  their  wes- 


tainous  country  bordering  the  coast,  from  which  if 
extends  eastward  thirty  miles  in  a direct  line,  till 
it  is  closed  by  the  range  of  mountains  crossing  the 
Columbia  above  the  Great  Falls.  Its  length  from 
north  to  south  we  are  unable  to  determine,  but  we 
believe  that  the  valley  must  extend  to  a great  dis- 
tance; it  is,  in  fact,  the  only  desirable  situation  for 
a settlement  on  the  western  side  of  the  Rocky 
mountains,  and,  being  naturally  fertile,  would,  if 
properly  cultivated,  atford  subsistence  for  forty  or 
fifty  thousand  souls.  The  highlands  are  generally 
of  a dark  rich  loam,  not  much  injured  by  stones, 
and  though  waving,  by  no  means  too  steep  for  cul- 


tivation, and  a few  miles  from  the  liver  they  widen 
at  least  on  the  north  side,  into  rich,  extensive  prai- 
ries. The  timber  on  them  is  abundant,  and  con- 
sists almost  exclusively  ol  the  several  species  ol  fir 
already  described,  and  some  of  which  grow  to  a 
great  height.  We  measured  a fallen  tree  of  that 
specie#,  and  found  that,  including  a stump  of 
about  six  feet,  it  was  three  hnndnd  and  eighteen 
feet  in  length,  though  its  diameter  v as  only  three 
feet.  The  dog-wood  is  also  abundant  on  the  up- 
lands; it  dithers  from  that  of  the  United  States,  in 
having  a much  smoother  bark,  and  in  being  much 
larger;  the  trunk  attaining  a diameter  ol  nearly 
two  leet.  There  is  some  white  cedar  of  a large 
size,  but  no  pine  of  any  kind.  In  the  bottom  lands 
are  the  cotton-wood,  ash,  large  leafed  ash,  and 
sweet  willow.  Interspersed  with  these  are  the 
pashequaw,  shanataque,  and  compound  fern,  of 
which  the  natives  use  the  roots.  The  red  flower- 
ing currant  abounds  on  the  uplands,  while  along  the 
river  bottoms  grow  luxuriantly  the  water  cress, 
strawberry,  cinquefoil,  narrow-dock,  sandrush,  and 
the  flowering  pea,  which  is  not  yet  in  bloom. 
There  is,  also,  a species  of  the  bear’s  claw,  now 
blooming,  but  the  large-leafed  thorn  has  disappear- 
ed, nor  do  we  see  any  longer  the  whortleberry,  the 
shallum,  or  any  of  the  other  evergreen  shrubs 
which  bear  berries,  except  the  species  the  leaf  of 
which  has  a prickly  margin.” 

The  same  gentlemen  also  pbserve: 

“The  horse  is  confined  principally  to  the  nations 
inhabiting  the  great  plains  of  Columbia,  extending 
from  latitude  40°  to  50°  north,  and  occupying  the 
tract  of  territory  lying  between  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains and  a range  of  mountains  which  pass  the  Co- 
lumbia river  about  the  Great  lulls.  Free  tribes 
possess  them  in  immense  numbers.  They  appear 
to  be  of  an  excellent  tace,  lofty,  elegantly  formed, 
active,  and  durable.  Many  of  them  appear  like 
fine  English  coursers,  and  resemble  in  fleetness  and 
bottom  tire  best  blooded  horses  of  Virginia.  The 
natives  suffer  them  to  run  at  large  in  the  plains,  the 
grass  of  which  affords  them  their  only  winter  sub- 
sistence, their  masters  taking  no  trouble  to  lay  in  a 
winter  store  for  them;  notwithstanding,  they  will, 
unless  much  exercised,  fatten  on  the  dry  grass  af- 
forded by  the  plains  during  the  winter.  Whether 
the  horse  was  originally  a native  of  this  country 
or  not,  the  soil  and  the  climate  appear  to  be  per- 
fectly well  adapted  to  the  nature  of  this  animal. 
Horses  are  said  to  be  found  wild  in  many  parts  of 
this  extensive  country.  An  elegant  horse  may  be 
purchased  of  the  natives  for  a few  beads  or  other 
paltry  trinkets,  which,  in  the  United  States,  would 
not  cost  more  than  one  or  two  dollars.  The  abun- 
dance and  cheapness  of  horses  will  be  extremely 
advantageous  to  those  who  may  hereafter  attempt 
the  fur  trade  to  the  East  Indies,  by  way  of  Colum- 
bia river  and  the  Pacific  ocean.” 

Wild  sheep  are  also  found  in  this  region,  and  on 
the  coast.  Lewis  and  Clark  say,  “The  slmep  is 
found  in  many  places,  but  mo=tly  in  the  timbered 
parts  of  the  Rocky  mountains.  They  live  in  greater 
numbers  on  the  chain  of  mountains  forming  the 
commencement  of  the  woody  country  on  the  coast. 
We  have  seen  only  the  skins  of  these  animals, 
which  the  natives  dress  with  the  wool,  and 
the  blankets  which  they  manufacture  from  the 
wool.  Ths  animal,  from  this  evidence,  appears  to 
be  the  sizeof  our  common  sheep,  of  a white  color. 
The  wool  is  fine  on  many  parts  of  the  body,  but,  in 
length,  not  equal  to  that  of  our  domestic  sheep.” 

Since  the  expedition  of  these  gentlemen,  several 
districts  have  been  discovered,  of  boundless  fertility, 
along  the  coast  as  well  as  inland,  and  it  can  now 
be  said,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  it  will 
prove  the  finest  grazing  country  in  the  world; 
greatly  superior,  in  every  respect,  to  Mexico  or  to 
the  plains  and  pampas  of  South  America. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  would  remark,  that 
the  title  ol  the  United  States  to  the  territory  of 
Oregon  is,  in  their  opinion,  bpynnd  doubt;  that  its 
possession  is  important  in  our  commercial  and  In- 
dian relations;  that  it  is  in  danger  of  being  lost  by 
delay;  and  so  viewing  it,  they  hope  tho  executive 
will  take  steps  to  bring  the  controversy  on  this  sub- 
ject with  England  to  a speedy  termination.  In  the 
mean  time  they  have  reported  a bill  authorizing  the 
president  to  employ  in  that  quarter  such  portions 
of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States  as  he 
may  deem  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  those  w7ho  may  reside  in  that 
country. 

The  map  of  the  territory  of  Oregon,  and  chart  of 
the  Columbia  river,  which  accompany  this  report, 
are  believed  to  be  the  most  correct,  and  furnish  the 
most  recent  and  authentic  information,  of  any  yet 
published,  ami  were  prepared  by  colonel  Albert,  of 
the  topographical  bureau,  with  much  care  and  la- 
bor. The  chart  was  made  by  Mr.  Slacum  after  his 
recent  visit  to  Oregon. 
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We  are  indebted  to  the  Boston  Patriot  for  a compara- 
tive statement  of  the  exports  of  cotton  and  wullen 
goods,  from  Liverpool  to  the  principal  ports  of  the 
Unit'd  Suites,  within  the  three  last  summers.  Ac- 
cording to  this  statement,  the  quantities  of  the  article 
named  exported  in  the  respective  years,  from  April  to 
September,  inclusive,  were  as  follows,  viz: 

PACKAGES  OF  COTTON  GOODS. 


1)36, 

To  N.  York. 
15,555 

Philad. 

2,027 

Bait. 

523 

Boston. 

1,949 

23 

Total. 

20,140 

1837, 

1.633 

140 

41 

1.842 

1833, 

4,7u5 

932 

540 

330 

6,507 

1335, 

WOOLLEN  GOODS. 

12,6-51  2,342  1,474 

1,621 

13.056 

1837, 

3,  !06 

903 

355 

21 

4.400 

1833, 

5.163 

1,210 

814 

235 

7,502 

1335, 

WORSTED  STUFFS. 
4,826  271  175 

1,415 

6,637 

1837, 

2,169 

532 

122 

167 

2,990 

1333, 

3,613 

452 

90 

221 

4,376 

1835, 

3,213 

BLANKETS. 

7 16 

133 

294 

4,351 

1337, 

1 ,755 

133 

123 

43 

2,109 

1139, 

1,073 

101 

45 

76 

1,300 

New  York  salt  duties.  The  amount  paid  into  the 
treasury  tor  dudes  on  salt,  are  greater  for  the  last  year 
than  for  any  year  since  the  rates  were  reduced,  which 
was  in  1331. 


Tup  receipts  for  tl is  months  of  June,  July,  August, 
and  September,  for  the  years  13-3G,  ’37  and  ’33,  are  as 
follows,  viz: 


1833. 

1337. 

1833. 

June, 

11,743 

17,972 

25  830 

July, 

2i,819 

23,483 

26,975 

Aug. 

19,339 

22,435 

26,373 

Sept. 

19,793 

22,970 

21,900 

$72,693 

S36  865 

$103,223 

The  i 

ncrea'se  this  year  over 

last  is  $15, 

,353  and  ov< 

1335,  $30  525. 

Canal  tolls.  Flour,  Syc.  The  tolls  collected  on  the 
New-  if ork  state  canals  for  the  first  week  in  October, 
were 

In  1337,  §53,333  81 

In  1333,  55,7 62  02 


Increase  in  favor  of  1333,  $12,423  18  or  23  per  ct. 

The.  tolls  for  the  same  period  in  1835,  were  $57,- 
532  63. 

The  merchandize  shipped  at  Albany  and  West-Troy 
during  the  same  week,  was 
In  1837,  6,477,300  pounds, 

In  1833,  9,678,009  pounds. 


Increase  in  favor  of  1338,  3,200,700  lbs  or  50  pret. 

The  flour  and  wheat  arrived  at  tide  water,  via  the 
canals,  for  the  same  period,  was 

Bbl.i.  Flour.  Bush.  Wheat. 
In  1837,  45,818  IS,  010 

In  1338,  47,139  22,271 


Increase  in  favor  of  1333,  1,321  4,231 

Steam  engines  in  the  manufacturing  districts  of  Ire- 
land. From  a return  given  in  the  second  report  of  the 
Irish. railway  commission,  we  obtain  the  following  facts, 
which  are  there  given  in  detail — - 

No.  engines. 

Belfast  and  neighborhood  51 


Clonmel  and 

Cork 

Dublin 

Galway 

Kilkenny 

Limerick 

Londonderry 

Pordaw 

Waterford 


23 

23 

4 

7 
12 

8 
3 
7 


To.  horse  power. 

1,274 

65 

412 

438 

46 

164 

206 

116 

300 

90 


151  3,111 

Oi  the  fifty  engines  in  Belfast,  two  are  used  in  spin- 
ning cotton  yarn,  a third  in  spinning  cotton  and  linen 
yarn,  one  in  spinning  and  weaving  cotton,  seventeen 
in  spinning  linen  yarn,  and  four  m bleaching,  calico 
printing,  and  dyeing;  the  others  are  used  for  a variety 
of  purposes  in  connection  with  other  manufactures,  &c. 
In  Dublin,  one  is  used  for  a cotton  spinning  wheel,  and 
one  for  cotton  printing  works.  In  Portia-, v three  of  the 
largest  kind  used  in  Ireland,  of  an  aggregate  power  of 
three  hundred  horses,  are  used  for  a cotton  factory; 
but  all  the  remainder  of  the  one  hundred  and  filly  one 
are  used  in  grinding,  pumping,  turning  machit.ery.in 
foundries,  working  collieries,  &e.  Three  are  used  in 
starch  manufactories. 


seat  of  this  interesting  mission  is  so  distant,  that  intelli- 
gence of  its  proceedings  is  but  seldom  received,  but 
every  thing  thus  far  has  been  of  the  most  favorable 
character.  We  have  now  the  pleasure  of  informing  the 
numerous  friends  of  the  Oregon  mission,  that  the  Rev. 
Jason  Leo,  the.  superintendent,  with  five  Indian  boys, 
reached  Alton,  III.,  on  the  19th  of  Sept,  on  their  way  to 
New  York.  [IV.  Y.  Com. 

More  wrecks.  The  ship  Annawan,  from  Liverpool 
for  New  Orleans,  was  wrecked  on  the  25tii  July,  upon 
Cow  island,  twenty-four  miles  from  Aux  Caves,  and 
totally  lost — the  cargo  was  saved  in  a damaged  condi- 
tion. The  captain  arrived  at  New  Orleans  in  the*  brig 
Bogota,  from  Havana. 

The  schr.  Flora,  of  Marblehead,  spoke  the  schr. 
Franklin,  of  Beverly,  on  the  19th  ulr.,  near  the  Grand 
bank,  in  a sinking  condition,,  and  the  next  morning 
saw  a schooner  bottom  up,  supposed  to  have  been  the 
Franklin. 

The  Tallahassee  Floridian  of  the  29 1 h Septem- 
ber, says: — ‘‘The  accounts  from  Nassau,  New  Provi- 
dence, of  the  disastrous  consequences  of  the  gale  of 
the  8th  instant,  are  truly  distressing;  the  hulls  of  ves- 
sels, some  bottom  upwards,  others  dismasted,  here  and 
there  a total  wreck,  have  been  seen  floating  about  the 
guif  in  every  direction  on  the  Bahama  side;  the  loss  of 
life  and  property  must  necessarily  be  very  great;  as  a 
proof  of  our  assertion,  we  are  informed  by  a passenger 
on  board  the  schooner  Rome,  Meegin  captain,  from 
Nassau,  that  at  one  house  alone,  there  were  boarding 
twenty-five  sea  cap'ains,  all  of  them  masters  of  mer- 
chant vessels  that  had  suffered  from  the  late  gale.  The 
oldest  inhabitants  say  that  not  within  their  recollection 
has  this  coast  been  visited  with  so  tremendous  a hur- 
ricane.” 

Fires  in  Boston.  The  following  is  a brief  summary 
of  the  number  of  fires,  and  the  amount  of  loss  sustained 
by  fire,  in  Boston,  during  the  last  nine  years: 

In  1829,  the  department  was  called  out  123  times,  20 
of  which  were  caused  by  alarms  out  of  the  city.  Loss 
of  property  in  the  city,  $112,150;  insurance  $65,450. 

In  1330,  called  out  85  times,  10  of  which  was  caused 
by  alarms  out  of  the  city.  Loss  $58,000;  insurance 
$34,000. 

In  1831,  called  out  51  times,  4 of  which  was  caused 
by  alarms  out  of  the  city.  Loss  $34,000;  insurance 
$18,000. 

In  1832,  called  out  133  times,  20  of  which  was  caused 
by  alarms  out  of  the  city.  Loss  $34,000;  insurance 
$13,000 

In  1.833,  called  out  144  times,  25  of  which  was  caused 
by  alarms  out  of  the  city.  Loss  $94,000;  insurance 
$43,000. 

In  1331,  called  out  103  times,  25  of  which  was  caused 
by  alarms  out  of  the  city.  Loss  $33,000;  insurance 
$25,090. 

In  1835,  called  out  155  times,  21  of  which  was  caused 
by  alarms  out  of  the  city.  Loss  $206,030;  insurance 
$104,000. 

In  1835,  called  out  203  times,  97  of  which  was  caused 
by  alarms  out  of  the  city.  Loss  $137,000;  insurance 
$48,000. 

In  1837,  called  out  136  times,  33  of  which  was  catised 
by  alarms  out  of  the  city.  Loss  $167,610;  insurance 
$115,470.  [Transcript. 

Great  curiosity.  Lieut,  cornd’t  Sturgis,  of  the  reve- 
nue cutler  Hamilton,  showed  us,  on  Saturday  morning, 
a hoe,  which  was  found  completely  embedded  in  asiick 
of  live  oak  timber,  of  Georgia  growth,  intended  for  the 
ship  republic,  built  last  year,  at  W.ireham,  by  capt. 
David  Nye,  and  now  sailing  out  of  the  port  of  New 
York.  The  timber  measured  15  inches  square,  and  the 
hoe  was  discovered  by  one  of  the  ship  builders  cutting 
into  it  with  an  axe.  It  was  carefully  extracted  from  its 
hiding  place  with  a chisel,  and  the  eye  of  the  hoc  was 
found  near  the  centre  of  the  stick,  where  was  a knot 
indicating  a branch,  and  the  edge  was  an  inch  below 
the  surface.  The  probability  is,  that  the  hoe  was  sus- 
pended on  a branch  of  the  tree  long  since,  and  was 
forgotten,  and  escaped  notice  until  the  wood  grew  over, 
and  buried  it  past  all  remembrance.  [Boston  Trans. 

harvard  College.  By  the  catalogue  just  published 
for  the  present  academical  j'ear,  it  appears  that  the 
whole  number  of  students  is  393,  viz:  Graduates: 
Theological  students  19,  law  students  73,  students  at- 
tending medical  lectures  82,  resident  graduates  2. 
Undergraduates:  Seniors  63,  juniors  44,  sophomores 
54,  Freshmen  55,  university  student  1.  The  necessary 
expenses  for  a year,  included  in  the  college  bills,  are 
$195.  Agreeably  to  recent  arrangements,  the  aca- 
demical year  is  now  divided  into  two  terms  and  two 
vacations.  The  first  term  continues  twenty  weeks, 
and  is  followed  by  a vacation  of  six  weeks.  The 
second  term  also  continues  twenty  weeks. 


Land  sales  at  Botesville,  Ark.  “The  News’”  of  the 
20th  says:  “The  find  sales  at  this  place  commenced  on 
the  19di  iust.,  and  have  been  continued  until  the  pre- 
sent. We  are  informed  that  only  one  quarter  of  a sec- 
trim  has  been  sold  at  public  sale,  and  that,  at  only 
•81  25  per  acre.  There  are  many  who  wish  to  purchase, 
who  cannot  obtain  sufficient  gold  and  silver  to  do  so. 
It  is  not  in  the  country.’’ 

Oregon  mission.  Some  years  ago  the  missionary  so- 
ciety ot  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  sent  a mission 
family  to  the  Flathead  Indians,  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  Rev.  Jason  Lee!  Since  that  period,  several 
additions  have  been  made  to  the  mission  bv  persons 
who  have  gone  out  via  the  Sandwich  Islands.  The 


Deaths  in  New  York.  The  New  York  city  inspector 
reports  the  death  of  173  persons,  during  the  week  end- 
ing on  Saturday,  the  Gth  of  October,  1833/viz:  35  men, 
39  women.  65  boys,  and  45  girls— of  wham  40  were  of 
the  age  of  one  year  and  under;  between  1 ahd  2,  34. 
Diseases:  Cholera  infantum  16;  consumption  20;  con- 
vulsions 9;  whooping  cough  10,  &c.  places  of  na- 
tivity: United  States  125;’  Ireland  32;  -England  3; 
Scotland  3;  Germany  5;  France  1;  South  America  1; 
Unknown  3.  Of  whom  10  were  colored  persons. 

Tire  Charleston  papers  announce  the  dedth  of  Mr. 
Hibbert,  the  mate  of  the  Pulaski,  who  escaped  the  un- 
fortunate wreck  of  that  vessel,  with  Mrs.  Nightingale 
and  others,  in  a boat. 


The  Rochester  Democrat  states  that  a keg  of  pow- 
der on  one  of  the  freight  cars  of  the  Tonawanda  rail 
road,  on  the  6th  instant,  caught  fire  from  a spark  and 
blew  up,  without  doing  any  injury  except  scattering  the 
other  articles  upon  the  car.  The  agents  were  not 
aware  ofjhc  contents  of  the  keg. 

The  preparatory  works  of  the  Paris  and  Havre  rail 
road  company,  which  commenced  about  six  week- 
ago,  are  going  on  with  activity,  and,  it  is  added,  with 
the  most  favorable  prospects.  The  company  is  stated 
to  have  received  several  proposals  from  persons  wish- 
ing to  contract,  under  a forfeit,  for  laying  down  the 
portion  of  the  read  between  Paris  and  Pcntciee.  One 
individual,  a foreigner,  is  said  to  have  effered  to  exe- 
cute the  task  for  a million  of  francs  per  league,  includ- 
ing the  machines  and  wagons.  A company,  which 
offers  security  to  the  amount  of  a million  of  francs,  has 
proposed  to  execute  the  same  contract  for  six  millions, 
including  the  building  of  a bridge  over  the  Oise,  but 
not  including  the  machines  and  the  vehicles.  In  both 
cases  the  term  allowed  for  the  execution  of  the  contract 
is  to  be  15  months. 

Wo  learn  from  the  St.  Louis  Republican  that  the 
steamboat,  gen.  Dodge,  was  lost,  on  the  25th  ult„  on 
her  voyage  from  that  city  to  New  Orleans,  about  129 
miles  below  the  month  of  the  Ohio  river.  She  struck 
a snag,  sunk  below  the  surface  of  the  water  nearly  five 
feet,  and  not  perceivable,  which  knocked  a large  hole 
in  her  bottom.  She  was  run  to  the  shore,  and  sunk 
imrnedia:ely  in  ten  feet  water.  The  hull  of  the  boat  is 
supposed  to  be  a total  loss.  The  engine  and  furniture, 
and  all  that  was  on  deck,  will  be  saved.  The  cargo 
consisted  chiefly  of  lead.  The  passengers  and  crew 
were  taken  on  board  the  steamboat  John  Linton — no 
lives  lost. 

She  was  insured  in  the  Missouri  and  Union  Insur- 
ance Offices  of  this  city,  at  $19,500.  We  have  not  un- 
derstood what  amount  was  insured  upon  her  cargo,  but 
are  told  that  the  whole  will  be  about  $25,000. 

Health  of  Charleston.  On  trie  subject  of  the  health 
of  Charleston,  the  Courii  r of  the  10th  says: 

The  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  week  ending  on 
Saturday  last,  amounted  to  fifty-one,  thirty-eight  of 
which  were  by  stranger’s  fever,  considerably  less  than 
was  reported  last  week,  but  equal  in  number  to  the 
report  of  the  week  previous,  from  which  it  appears 
there  has  been  no  abatement  whatever  in  the  progress 
of  the  disease. 

Lynching  extraordinary.  A barrel  of  whiskey  was 
recently  tarred  and  feathered,  and  then  consumed  by 
fire,  at  Valley  Forge,  (Pa.,)  after  a temperance  address 
by  the  rev.  Mr.  Hunt;  the  leader  of  the  work  of  de- 
struction was  a dealer  in  ardent  spirts. 

The  British  steamer  Cynthia,  plying  between  Wind- 
sor and  Malden,  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  Saturday 
last,  a short  distance  above  Malden.  The  fire  had 
made  such  progress  before  discovered,  that  the  captain 
had  barely  time  to  run  her  ashore.  The  boat,  freight, 
passengers’  baggage,  in  short,  every  thing  on  board  of 
her  was  burned.  [Buffalo  Star. 

A present  for  the  queen.  We  should  imagine  that 
queen  Victoria  must  soon  have  two  or  three  additional 
storehouses  erected,  wherein  to  deposite  till  the  tokens 
of  affection  that  flow  in  from  her  loving  subjects. — 
Shawls,  stockings,  shoes, and  bonnets  from  America, 
are  among  the  latest  on  the  list,  and  a circumstance  has 
just  been  communicated  to  us  by  a gentleman  in  this 
town,  which  shows  that  such  presents  are  not  strictly 
limited  to  articles  of  personal  apparel.  On  Monday, 
he  was  travelling  on  the  Lincoln  mail,  and,  when  at 
Folkingham,  a small  wicker  basket,  mounted  for  con- 
venience on  a broom,  was  hoisted  to  the  coachman  by 
an  old  lady  who  emerged  from  one  of  the  wayside  cot- 
tages. On  the  top  was  sewn  a piece  of  paper,’ on  which 
was  written,  but  not  with  a crow  quill  small  and  neat, 
“To  her  gracious  majesty  queen  Victoria,  defender  of 
.England  and  Ireland,  London,  or  elsewhere.”  Curiosity 
was  of  course  awakened,  arid  a few  little  pokes  at  the 
basket  lid  displayed  to  the  passengers  a beautiful  little 
tortoise-shell  cat,  reposing  o:i  a piece  of  muslin,  and 
with  a quantity  of  bread  by  her  side,  in  case  she  took 
it  into  her  head  to  be  hungry  before,  she  reached  the 
halls  of  royaliiy.  [Esse-r  Herald. 

The  old  lady  probably  thought  of  the  proverb,  “a  cat 
may  look  upon  a king.” 

Billiards  on  ho'-sehack.  The  game  of  billiards  on 
horseback  has  at  length  been  played:  the  twelve 
points  occupied  three  hours  and  forty  minutes.  The 
horses  had  worsted  stockings  drawn  over  their  hoofs 
to  dea'den  the  noise,  and  the  way  they  frisked  about 
was-'curious;  for  when  the  riders  took  their  cue  to 
strike,  the  nags  took  their  cue  to  bolt.  All  hands  being 
called  t'o  the  table,  the  prancing  creturs  rendered  it  very 
difficult  for  the  rider  to  "hold  himself”— on:  and  harder 
Still  to  cannon,  as  they  would  neither  stand  fire,  nor 
still.  -The  players  were  well  known  for  their  game, 
and  so  were  the  horses;  but  the  billiard  balls  reminded 
them  too  strongly  of  the  farrier’s,  and  the  memory  of 
being  obliged  to  bolt  the  latter,  induced  them  intuitively 
to  bo\tjrom  the  former.  The  bad  taste  of  the  one,  left 
th'em  no.  taste  at  all  for  the  other,  and  the  beauties.of 
the  spot  bjril  were  lost  on  an  imagination  fixed  upon  its 
bolus.  The  loser  makes  ten  points,  so  that  these  two 
gentleman  members  of  the  jockey  club  could  have  been 
no  mean .juckies  themselves.  [ New  Orleans  American. 

Dahlias. .-"'The  London  Morning  Chronicle  says  that 
not  fewer'than  twelve  hundred  thousand  dahlias  were 
exhibited  at  the  late  show  of  t ie  South  London  Floral 
Society,  at  the  Surrey  Zoological  Gardens! 
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JKrThe  secretary  of  slate,  now  on  a visit  to  Georgia, 
was  invited  to  partake  of  a public  dinner  by  his  politi- 
cal friends  in  Macon,  wliich  he  declined. 

lion.  Amos  Kendall,  post  master  general  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  arrived  m this  city  last  evening  and  took 
lodgings  at  the  City  hotel.  [Nashville  Whig,  Oct.  19. 

New  York  election.  The  general  election  in  this 
state  will  be  held  on  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day next,  and  is  regarded  with  great  interest  by  all 
parties.  Among  other  exciting  questions  which  are 
merged  in  it,  are  those  of  abolition  and  the  surrender 
of  the  Bombers,  (fugitives  from  justice  in  Ireland,)  by 
gov.  Msrcv.  In  tile  present  sheet  we  have  published 
tlie  replies  of  Messrs.  Marcyand  Seward,  the  opposing 
candidates  for  governor,  and  that  of  Mr.  Biradish,  the 
candidate  of  the  wliigs  for  lieut.  governor,  to  certain 
questions  propounded  to  them  by  a committee  of  the 
anti-slavery  society  We  have  not  seen  the  reply  of 
Mr.  Tracy,  hut  it  is  said  to  be  in  substance  similar  to 
gov.  Marey’s.  After  the  election  we  will  endeavor  to 
collect  and  publish,  all  the  papers  relative  to  the  Cam- 
bers, many  of  which  are  of  the  deepest  interest. 

Official — Treasury  Notes. 

Treasury  Department, 

November  1,  1833. 

Tlie  whole  amount  of  treasury  notes 
authorized  by  the  act  of  October  12, 

1337,  has  been  issued,  viz  : $10,000,000  00 

There  has  been  redeemed  of  them 
about  7,531.490  00 

The  new  emissions  made  in  place  of 
those  under  the  act  of  May  12,  1833, 
have  been  only  5,709,810  01 

There  have  been  returned  into  the  trea- 
sury of  these  last  about  118,560  00 

Tliis  leaves  a balance  of  all  outstanding 
equal  to  only  8,009,760  01 

Levi  Woodbury, 

Scc'y  Treasury. 

Revolution  lx  Mexico.  To  the  New  Orleans  Bul- 
letin of  the  25tli  ult.  we  are  indebted  for  the  particulars 
of  cer'ain  important  events  recently  transpired  in  Mex- 
ico. O.i  the  6-.il  of  October  the  garrison  of  Tampico  rose 
i i arm  ■,  and  pronounced  in  favoi  of  the  constitution  of 
1321.  Lieutenant  col.  Montenegro  was  chosen  tem- 
porary commander  of  the  place. 

The  former  governor,  genera!  .lose  be  las  Pietros,  and 
several  other  officers,  were  taken  into  custody  and  em- 
barked on  board  the  Danish  brig  Adelaide.  After  get- 
ting to  sea,  these  officers  were  landed  at  the  Crassos  St. 
Jago. 

The  revolutionists , count  on  (he  influence  of  Don 
Vital  Fernandez,  a firmer  governor  of  the  state  of  Ta- 
rniulipas.  They  have  with  them  Dan  Manuel  Nan- 
ces, a very  popular  ami  influential  man,  late  chief  of 
Pueblo  Viejo.  Th’ey  have  1090  men  under  arms,  and 
are  in  communication  with  general  Uerea,  who  began 
this  revolution  in  the  west,  and  is  one  of  the  ablest 
generals  in  the  Mexican  service. 

On  the  1 1th  or  12th  of  October,  general  Piedros  reach- 
ed Mctamoras,  and  induced  the  Mexican  general  at 
that  place  to  march  with  1500  men,  f.sr  the  purpose  of 
attacking  the  federal  party  in  Taniaulipasand  Tampico. 

The  above  is  confirmed  by  the  following  letter  to  a 
merchant  in  Now  Orleans. 

Tampico,  Oct.  7. 

We  know  not  not  if  the  revolution  has  it  ramifica- 
tions in  the  interior,  but  it  is  thought  it  has.  If  this  is 
so,  and  the  troops  here  are  seconded  by  others,  the 
present  government  of  Mexico  must  fall,  and  we  shall 
have  an  arrangement  with  Franco. 

Every  thing  has  passed  off  here  in  the  greatest  order. 
We  have  no  vessel  to  blockade  us.  As  soon  as  one 
appears  the  revolutionists  intend  tolet  the  captain  know 
what  they  have  done,  and  beg  him  not  to  prevent  ves- 
sels coming  in,  as  we  are  now  in  a state  of  rebellion 
against  the  general  governmant. 

New  Jersey.  The  governor  and  privy  council  of 
New  Jersey,  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  decided  the 
votes  for  congress,  as  follows: 


V.  B. 


Whig. 

Aycrigg, 

Maxwell, 

Halsted, 

Randolph, 

Stratton, 

Yorke, 


Utfer  Canada-  It  will  be  observed  by  the  following 
proclamation,  that  a portion  of  the  militia  have  again 
1 - tda,  in  con  iquehe  of  informa- 
tion having  been  received  of  the  formation  of  an  ex- 
tensive conspiracy  in  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose 
of  co-operating  with  the  Canada  insurgents. 
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23,150 

Dickerson, 

27,951 

23,239 

Force, 

27,813 

23.192 

Vroom, 

27,990 

23,233 

Ryall, 

27,939 

23,252 

Cooper, 

27,951 

23,177 

Kille, 

27,924 

Whig  majority,  237. 

Adjutant  General’s  Office, 
Toronto,  Oct.  23,  1838. 
militia  general  order. 

His [ excellency  the  lieutenant  governor  lias,  received 
certain  information  that  an  extensive  conspiracy  has 
been  formed,  by  numerous  unprincipled  and  rapacious 
inhabitants  of  the  neighboring  friendly  states,  with  a 
view  to  force  upon  this  province  the  domination  of  the 
said  conspirators,  and  to  visit  the  loyal  inhabitants  of 
this  province  with  lawless  war,  plunder,  and  devasta- 
tion. 

The  lieutenant  governor,  in  anticipation  oi  an  ade- 
quate exhibition  of  force  and  activity  on  the  part  of  tlie 
government  of  the  United  States,  who  continue  to  de- 
clare a most  friendly  disposition  towards  Great  Britain, 
has  forborne  to  call  upon  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  Upper 
Canada,  to  prepare  to  defend  in  arms  their  institutions, 
their  families,  and  their  homes;  but  the  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor now  conceives  that  the  time  is  come  when  it 
would  be  unjust  to  her  majesty’s  loyal  people,  to  risk 
the  consequences  of  a failure  on  the  part  of  the  most 
friendly  foreign  government,  to  preserve  peaceable  re- 
lations towards  these  colonies;  and  therefore,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  apprehensions  which  might 
naturally  arise  among  a peaceable  population,  in  the 
vicinity  of  a rapacious  enemy,  the  lieutenant  governor 
is  induced  to  call  out  once  more  a portion  of  the  gallant 
militia  of  Upper  Canada,  as  a volunteer  force,  in  the 
full  confidence  and  certainty  that  the  wicked  and  law- 
less designs  of  the  public  enemy  will  be  met  by  a cor- 
responding exhibition  of  the  loyal  and  gallant  feeling 
which  has  always  distinguished  Upper  Canada,  when 
engaged  in  regular  war,  as  well  as  when  threatened 
with  aggression  from  pirates  and  brigands. 

Tlie  lieutenant  governor  will,  therefore,  forthwith, 
issue  orders,  to  some  distinguished  officers,  to  call  out 
a portion  of  the  militia  of  the  province. 

The  lieutenant  governor  assures  the  loyal  inhabitants 
of  the  province,  that  he  is  in  full  possession  of  the  de- 
signs of  the  enemy,  who  have  nominally  many  among 
them  who  have  not  forgotten  their  allegiance  to  her 
majesty,  or  their  duty  to  their  Canadian  brethren,  and 
only  appear  in  the  ranks  of  the  brigands  at  present,  to 
save  themselves  from  insult  and  violence. 

By  command  of  his  excellency, 

Sir  George  Arthur, 

Richard  Bullock, 

Adjt't  general  militia. 

Banks,  currency,  &o.  The  banks  in  the.,  city  of 
Mobile  have  determined  to  resume  specie  payments  in 
full  on  the  1st  January  of  next. 

The  trustees  of  the  Savings  bank  in  Salem,.  Massa- 
chusetts, have  declared  an  extra  dividend  ot  ten  per 
cent.,  from  the  accumulating  fund  for  the  last  iivo 
years.  This  fund  amounts  to  about  $50,009,  and  it  is 
now  to  be  distributed  to  about  2,000  persons,  who  have 
been  depositors  from  one  to  five  years.  The  institu- 
tion has  now  deposites  to  the  amount  of  $430,000,  be- 
longing to  2,777  depositors  and  has  not  since  its  estab- 
lishment lost  a dollar. 

The  New  York  “Express’’  of  Tuesday  says — The 
United  States  Bank  is  again  drawing  freely  at  109  1-2 
on  London,  and  520  on  Paris.  They  have  been  draw- 
ing two  weeks  at  these  rates  with  the  exception  of  one 
day  when  they  ran  short  of  bills  which  are  all  drawn 
by  the  bank  in  Philadelphia.  It  is  understood  the  bank 
will  draw  freely  and  supply  the  market  at  the  present 
rate,  but  will  not  drop  the  price. 

Sales  at  the  Ncui  York  stock  exchange,  Oc  t.  24. 

75  shares  U.  S.  Bank,  120  a 120  1-4 

Sales  of  stock  at  Philadelphia,  Oct.  24. 

3 shares  U.  S.  Bank,  129 

In  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  of  last  week, 
we  find  the  following: 

CIRCULAR. 

Paymaster  General’s  Office, 

Washington,  October  Silt,  1831. 

‘‘Sir:  Arrangements  having  been  made  with  the 
United  Slates  Bank  to  pay  the  treasurer’s  drafts  to  a cer- 
tain amount  at  different  places,  and  it  being  probable 
the  notes  of  that  bank  will  be  as  acceptable  to  claimants, 
and  in  some  cases  more  convenient  than  specie,  you 
will,  should  you  receive  drafts  on  that  bank  or  its  agents, 
make  as  many  of  your  payments  by  check  as  you  can, 
which  will  give  the  receiver  the  option  ot  taking  paper 
or  specie;  and  the  department  has  no  objection  to  your 
using  the  paper  of  that  bank  in  all  your  payments,  so 
far  as  it  can  be  done  legally. 

“Respectfully  yourou’t  serv’t, 

N.  Towson,  P.  M.  G.” 

The  “Globe”  gives  the  following  explanation  of  the 
transaction  which  gave  rise  to  the  above  circular: 

“The  heavy  drafts  of  the  war  department  for  funds 
at  distant  points,  which  were  supplied  by  drafts  on  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  given  for  the  purchase  mo- 
ney of  the  bond  due  by  that  institution  to  the  govern- 
ment, were  likely  to  produce  great  inconvenience  to 
the  distant,  banks  in  which  the  funds  of  the  principal 
debtor  bank  had  been  deposited  to  rneetthe  payments, 


if  drawn  out  altogether  in  specie;  especially  so  imme- 
diately after  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by 
those  institutions.  Matters  were  exhibited  to  the  war 
department,  representing  the  serious  inconvenience  to 
the  banks,  and,  consequently,  to  the  commerce  of  that 
part  of  the  country,  if  the  call  lor  specie,  when  not  re- 
quired, by  the  creditors  of  the  government,  was  per- 
sisted in.  In  consequence  of  tluso  representations,  the 
j department  authorized  the  bureaus  to  instruct  their 
1 several  disbursing  officers  to  check  on  the  banks,  that 
the  public  creditor  might  have  the  option  of  receiving 
the  notes  of  specie  paying  banks  if  they  preferred  to 
do  so,  or  demand  the  specie,  a right  which  this  mode 
of  proceeding  docs  not  deprive  them  of.  The  govern- 
ment makes  no  war  upon  the  hanks;  it  merely  desires 
to  see  their  operations  confined  within  their  legitimate 
sphere.  It  will  at  all  the  times  be  disposed  to  extend 
such  legal  accommodations  to  the  banks,  and  to  com- 
merce, as  may  be  in  its  power;  and  never  has  made 
war  upon  tlie  legitimate  pursuits  of  either.” 

New  York  money  market.  The  Express  of  Tuesday, 
2 P.  M.  has  the  following  favorable  report  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  money  market: 

Our  banks  discount  very  freely,  and  capitalists  in  the 
street  find  it  difficult  to  realise  over  seven  per  cent,  for 
money.  This  great  change  in  financial  matters  has 
been  brought  about  in  a great  measure  by  theimprov- 
ed  state  of  exchanges  on  the  south.  An  immense 
amount  has  been  Incited  up  all  the  past  year,  and  mer- 
chants have  had  their  debts  collected  and  placed  in 
banks  there  and  taken  certificates  of  depcsile.  These 
certificates  they  have  been  compelled  either  to  sell  at 
a most  ruinous  sacrifice  or  to  keep  them  until  the  pre- 
sent time.  These  funds  have  now  nearly  all  come  in- 
to market,  and  hence  the  sudden  change.  The  banks 
at  the  south  have  made  arrangements  with  those  at  the 
north,  by  which  they  can  pay  these  large  demands  upon 
them  without  pressing  their  customers.  The  banks  of 
Mississippi  have  negotiated  a loan  with  the  U.  S.  Bank 
for  six  millions.  The  banks  of  Tennessee  have  made 
a similar  arrangement  at  the  north. 

The  banks  in  Alabama,  have  negotiated  bonds  in 
London,  so  that  they  will  all  have  funds  at  the  north 
to  pay  their  debts  without  paying  specie.  The  banks 
have  in  fact,  thrown  their  debts  a year  ahead,  and  be- 
fore that  time  lias  expired,  the  present  cotton  crop  will 
be  all  realised,  and  a large  surplus  left.  The  crop  of 
cotton  alone  is  estimated  at  eighty  to  ninety  millions  in 
value.  To  be  added  to  which  is  the  rice,  sugar  and  to- 
bacco crop.  A country  which  yields  this  enormous  in- 
come, is  in  no  danger,  if  any  degree  of  prudence  is 
exercised,  of  long  being  in  debt  to  the  north. 

Not  so  much  inquiry  for  New  Orleans  funds  yes- 
terday or  to  day,  and  the  rate  is  rather  dull  at  1 1-2  per 
cent,  discount.  Mobile  funds  are  firm  at  4 per  cent, 
and  we  hear  reports  at  3 1-2  per  cent.  Drafts  on  Ten- 
nessee and  Mississippi  are  dull.  Nothing  doing  in 
Brandon  bank. 

Stocks,  it  will  be  seen,  have  all  improved.  All  ap- 
pear to  be  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  next  steamer, 
wliich  has  now  been  out  ten  days.  If  the  advices  are 
favorable  for  cotton,  it  is  supposed  stocks  will  go  up. 

Exchange.  Bills  on  London,  for  the  packet  of  to- 
morrow, have  been  sold  this  morning  at  the  price  which 
lias  ruled  for  some  days,  9 1-2.  The  United  States 
Bank  supplies  all  demands  at  that  rate. 

Bank  of  England.  Quarterly  average  of  the  weekly 
liabilities'  and  assets  of  tlie  Bank  of  England,  from 
the  26th  Juno  to  the  18th  September,  1838,  both  inclu- 
sive. 

Liabilities.  £ Assets.  £ 


Circulation, 

Depositse, 


19.665.000 

10.040.000 


Securities, 

Bullion, 


22,846,000 

9,615,000 

.£32,461,000 


£29,705,000 

Downing  street,  Sept.  21,  1833. 

A comparison  with  the  last  return  shows  an  increase 
in  the  circulation  of  £184,000,  a decrease  in  the  de- 
posites of  £258,000,  an  increase  in  the  securities  of 
£99,000.  and  a decrease  in  the  bullion  of  £131,000. 

American  slocks  in  England.  The  London  cor- 
respondent of  the  New  York  Courier  writing  under 
date  of  19th  ultimo,  furnishes  the  following  information 
respecting  the  state  of  American  stocks  in  that  capital; 

“Under  all  the  circumstances,  it  cannot  be  impressed 
too  strongly  upon  the  parties  requiring  money  for  the 
United  States,  and  particularly  the  western  states,  that 
the  London  market  is  decidedly  unfavorable  for  their 
purposes  at  the  present  time,  and  that  by  withholding 
their  applications  for  a period,  the  terms  will  be  ulti- 
mately much  more  favorable,  when  the  pressure  may 
have  been  found  to  have  abated,  and  the  market  lighter 
of  transatlantic  bonds. 

Late  from  Florida.  General  Taylor  writes  from 
South  Aspalya,  on  the  Apalachicola  river,  under  date 
of  October  21st,  that  he  had  succeeded  in  embarking 
the  whole  of  tlie  Apalachicola  Indians  on  board  a 
a steamboat  on  the  20th  ult.,  the  day  fixed  for  their  re- 
moval by  the  treaty. 
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Portraits  of  Lodis  XVI.  and  wife.  The  follow- 
ing has  been  received  by  the  editors  of  the  “Intelli- 
gencer,” in  reply  to  a correspondent,  who  desired  to 
know  the  fate  of  these  portraits: 

Washington,  Oct.  13,  1838. 

Sirs:  The  portraits  of  Louis  XVI.  and  his  queen, 
which  were  formerly  in  the  senate  chamber,  were  in 
the  garret  of  the  post  office  when  the  general  land  of- 
fice was  kept  there,  after  the  conflagration  by  the 
British. 


Iowa  territory.  From  the  Buffalo  Commercial  Ad- 
vertiser. Our  readers  may  remember  that  some  months 
ago  an  association  was  formed  in  Upper  Canada,  en- 
titled the  “Mississippi  Emigration  Company.”  The 
name  of  the  company  sufficiently  indicates  its  object. 
Soon  after  its  formation,  a delegation  was  sent  to  ex- 
amine the  Iowa  country,  on  the  Upper  Mississippi. 
The  gentlemen  composing  it  have  lately  returned,  and 
the  Toronto  Examiner  contains  their  report.  They 
describe  the  country  as  very  desirable  for  those  who 
wish  to  emigrate.  The  winter  is  about  two  months 
shorter  than  in  Canada,  and  the  business  season  is 
three  months  longer.  The  winter  is  very  severe  while 
it  lasts,  and  there  is  generally  about  six  weeks  sleigh- 
ing. It  does  not  appear  that  the  delegation  purchased 
any  land,  but  as  they  are  to  make  a special  report  to 
the  stockholders,  we  suppose  it  will  be  left  to  the  com- 
pany to  decide  on  the  choice  or  location. 

If  their  plans  are  carried  into  effect,  the  result  will 
materially  affect  the  interests  of  the  young  territory  of 
Ioway  and  of  Upper  Canada.  Many  of  those  enlisted 
in  the  enterprise  are  men  of  character  and  worth,  who 
would  be  valuable  citizens  in  any  country.  They  are 
decidedly  friendly  to  a republican  form  of  government, 
but  prefer  ’ransporting  their  property  where  their  in- 
dustry and  enterprise  will  be  rewarded,  rather  than  en- 
counter the  anarchy  and  hazard  attendant  on  an  at- 
tempt to  revolutionize  the  Canadas.  We  have  among 
us  many  such  men,  who,  by  their  business  habits,  and 
quiet  obedience  to  the  laws,  form  a valuable  portion  of 
our  population. 


Mississippi  and  Red  rivers.  With  the  view  to  short- 
en the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  a channel  was  cut 
in  the  year  1831  across  one  of  the  great  bends,  just 
above  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  by  which  a distance  of 
thirty  miles  has  been  saved.  This  is  now  known  as 
“Shreve’s  cut  off.”  It  has  very  recently  been  ascertain- 
ed that,  in  the  short  period  of  live  days,  bars  were 
formed  at  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  at  both  entrances  of 
the  bend,  leaving  only  three  feet  on  the  one  and  three- 
and  a half  feet  on  the  other. 

An  interruption  to  the  navigation  at  this  important 
season,  when  the  inhabitants  of  that  section  of  country, 
bordering  on  Red  river,  are  collecting  their  supplies  of 
provisions,  bagging,  rope,  &c.  from  below,  and  gather- 
ing their  crops  of  cotton,  would  prove  highly  injurious 
to  the  mercantile  as  well  as  planting  interests.  Upon 
the  representation  of  these  facts  to  the  war  department, 
by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Orleans,  au- 
thority was  given  to  employ  the  dredge  boat  at  the  Ba- 
lize  to  remove  these  bars  as  soon  as  practicable.  The 
application  was  received  on  the  4th  instant,  and  orders 
were  transmitted  on  the  same  day  by  the  engineer  de- 
partment, to  captain  Shreve,  the  superintendent  of  the 
improvement  of  the  Mississippi,  to  repair  to  the  spot 
and  give  the  necessary  instructions;  also  to  captain 
Hale  toproceed  at  once  with  the  dredge  boat  under  his 
command,  and  commence  operations.  The  prompii- 
tude  of  the  war  and  engineer  departments  in  comply- 
ing with  the  request  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
evinces  a regard  for  the  interests  of  navigation,  and  is 
deserving  of  the  highest  commendation. 

Joseph  Lancaster,  the  founder  of  the  Lancasterian 
system  ofeducation,died  in  N.  York  on  Wednesday  the 
24th  ult.  from  injuries  received  by  being  knocked  down 
and  run  over  by  ahorse  and  carriage  on  the  Monday  pre- 
vious, whilst  he  was  crossing  Grand  slrcet,  near  Eliza- 
beth; the  horse  trampled  upon  his  body,  and  drew  the 
wheels  of  the  carriage  over  his  head,  fracturing  the 
scalp,  severely  injuring  the  face,  and  otherwise  bruising 
his  body. 

Few  men  have  attained  more  celebrity  as  a philan- 
thropist than  Joseph  Lancaster,  or  conferred  greater 
benefits  upon  the  human  race;  but  we  fear  that  his 
latter  days  were  clouded  by  misfortune,  and  that  he 
reaped  the  usual  reward  of  public  benefact  rs.  He  was 
aged  61  years. 


Mexico.  From  the  New  Orleans  Price  Current  of  the 
16 th  ult.  Yesterday  there  were  two  arrivals  front  Mexi- 
co, via  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico,  viz:  the  United  States 
sloop  of  war  Erie  and  sclir.  Grampus;  (the  officers  and 
crew  of  both  in  good  health.)  By  these  arrivals  our 
merchants  have  received  $225, 000  in  specie;  and  we 
have  been  enabled  to  gather  the  following  intelligence: 
Gomez  Farias,  Padre  Alpuch,  and  about 20  other  federal- 
ists have  been  imprisoned  by  the  government  ftr  hav- 
ing accused  the  ministers  of  being  traitors  to  their  coun- 
try. A conducta  of  one  million  of  dollars  had  arrived 
at  Tampico  about  the  last  of  September,  and  another 
was  looked  for  in  about  a fortnight  with  a million  more, 
the  greater  part  of  which  was  intended  for  the  English 
packets. 

The  port  of  Tampico  has  been  very  carelessly  block- 
aded for  the  last  three  weeks,  no  cruizer  having  been 
seen,  during  that  time;  a vessel  with  a large  cargo  of 
oils,  brandies,  &c.  arrived  from  Barcelona  and  entered 
that  port,  and  another  was  daily  expected  from  Liver- 


pool. Preparations  were  made  at  Vera  Cruz  for  de- 
fending the  castle,  and  stout  resistance  would  be  made; 
upwards  of  2,000  troops  were  in  the  Fort  of  St. 
Juan  de  Ulloa,  all  the  guns  of  the  city  have  been  refit- 
ted and  the  streets  barricaded,  and  the  houses  facing 
the  castle  armed.  The  financial  embarrassments  of 
the  government  were  very  great— and  the  soldiers  had 
not  received  a cent  for  several  months;  and  the  general 
opinion  is,  that  the  acts  of  the  government  will  bring 
about  a speedy  revolution. 

The  French  brig  of  war  Lauria  had  parted  her  an- 
chors and  was  driven  ashore  and  is  supposed  to  be  lost. 
The  yellow  fever  and  scurvy  had  broken  out  in  the 
French  fleet,  several  valuable  officers  and  many  of  the 
crew  had  become  victims;  the  flag  ship  of  the  fleet  had 
sailed  for  Havana,  having  on  the  sick  list  upwards  oi  90 
men. 

Three  ships  had  arrived  at  Sacrifieios,  supposed  to 
be  from  Toulon. 

An  arrival  at  New  Orleans  from  Galveston  states 
that  the  French  vessels  of  war  had  retired  from  before 
the  ports  of  Metamoras  and  Tampico,  and  the  whole 
squadron  had  concentrated  near  Vera  Cruz. 

Texas.  From  the  Louisiana  Advertiser,  of  the  16/7i 
instant.  The  Houston  Telegraph  states  that  the  citi- 
zens of  Goliad  were  intent  on  exterminating  the  rem- 
nant of  the  Tonkewa  Indians,  owing  to  numerous 
murders  perpetrated  by  them.  It  appears  that  about 
twenty  of  these  Indians,  accompanied  by  a party  of 
Texians,  attacked  a company  of  Mexican  traders,  be- 
tween the  Rio  Grande  and  Corpus  Christ!  bay,  killed 
nine  of  them,  and  captured  all  the  horses  and  mules. 
The  spoils  were  equally  divided  between  both  parties, 
and  the  Indians  returned  with  their  booty.  Passing 
by  Goliad,  4 or  5 horses  belonging  to  the  people  of  that 
place  were  driven  off  with  those  of  the  Indians.  The 
citizens  hearing  this,  immediately  embodied  and  pur- 
sued the  Indians,  who  fled  at  their  approach,  leaving 
their  horses,  which  were  all  driven  back  to  Goliad,  and 
retained  by  the  citizens  as  their  own  property.  Since 
then  the  Indians  have  manifested  great  hostility,  and 
it  is  believed  have  treacherously  committed  the  mur- 
ders abovementioned.  A direct  trade  is  expected  to 
be  opened  between  Galveston  and  extensive  mercan- 
tile houses  in  the  capitals  of  England  and  France. 

The  schooner  Crusader,  Captain  Dawson,  which 
sailed  from  Galveston  on  the  7th  ultimo,  foundered  on 
the  13th,  twenty  leagues  north  of  the  Brassos  Santiago. 
All  on  board,  with  the  exception  of  one  individual, 
perished,  viz  : the  captain,  1 seaman,  and  passengers 
lost. 

We  have  received  several  m;mhers..of  the  Civilian 
Galveston  Gazette,  a new  paper,  edited  by  II.  Stuart, 
and  neatl3',  if  not  elegantly  punted. 

Legacies  relinquished.  Mr.  Ambrose  A. 
Courtis,  who  died  nearly  two  years  since  in  Greece, 
left,  by  will,  certain  sums  of  money  in  trust  to  the 
city  of  Boslon,  viz:  Five  thousand  dollars,  the  in- 
terest of  which,  at  six  per  cent.,  was  to  go  to  his 
sisters  during  their  life,  and  at  the  death  of  the  last, 
the  income  of  the  principal  to  be  devoted  to  the 
purchase  of  books  and  stationery  for  poor  children 
attending  the  public  schools. 

Five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  placed  at  compound 
interest  until,  with  other  like  bequests,  it  should 
amount  to  three  millions  of  dollars,  when  it  should 
be  devoted  to  the  erection  of  a splendid  exchange 
for  the  merchants,  with  free  reading  rooms,  &c. 

Two  thousand  dollars,  to  be  placed  at  compound 
interest  until,  with  other  like  donations,  it  should 
amount  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which 
should  be  forever  applicable  to  the  foundation  and 
support  of  a marine  school,  in  which  navigation 
should  be  taught. 

Five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  placed  at  compound 
interest  until,  with  like  contributions,  it  should 
amount  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  when  it 
should  be  devoted  to  the  erection  of  stone  baths, 
free  to  the  public. 

The  city  authorities  of  Boston,  after  a due  ex- 
amination of  the  provisions  of  the  will,  and  tile 
onerous  conditions  of  the  bequest,  resolved  to  re- 
linquish to  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Courtis,  the  legacy, 
taught  by  the  experience  of  the  Franklin  legacy 
how  much  labor  might  be  lost  in  nursing  such  be- 
quest, and  believing  that  the  use  of  the  money  now 
by  the  heirs  would  be  of  more  benefit  to  the  city 
than  the  public  disposition  of  the  funds  hundreds  of 
years  hence. 

Perry’s  victory  on  lake  erie.  From  the 
Pensacola  Gazelle.  A brilliant  ball  was  given  on 
the  evening  of  the  10th  instant  at  the  Florida  house, 
in  honor  of  Perry’s  victory  on  lake  Erie.  The 
whole  of  the  long  saloon  was  thrown  open  to  the 
dancers,  and  yet  it  was  a perfect  squeeze.  Scarcely 
could  the  pretty  creatures,  who  filled  the  apart- 
ment, find  room  to  put  down  their  tiny  feet. 
Nothing  less  than  the  sober  gravity  of  an  editor, 
with  four  children  at  home,  and  a wife  at  the  ball, 
could  have  resisted  the  intoxicating  influence  of 
the  scene.  In  the  midst  of  the  revelry  was  pre- 
sented the  unusual  spectacle  of  an  old  weather 
beaten  Jack  Tar,  marching,  arm  in  arm,  through 


the  saloon,  with  an  officer  of  the  navy  high  in  rank. 
With  the  instinct  of  an  editor,  always  on  the  look 
out  for  an  incident,  we  sought  an  explanation  of 
the  scene,  and  found  that  our  friend  Jack  rejoiced 
in  the  name  of  Smith,  (John  Smith,  most  proba- 
bly;) that  he  was  one  of  the  boat’s  crew  who,  on 
the  day  of  the  battle  of  lake  Erie,  rowed  the  im- 
moital  Perry  from  his  own  ship  to  the  Niagara. 
The  gentleman,  who  had  conducted  him  through 
the  room,  was  made  acquainted  with  Smith’s  pre- 
sence at  the  door,  and  with  his  services  on  the  oc- 
casion alluded  to,  and,  influenced  by  a momentary 
enthusiasm  which  broke  down  all  the  distinctions 
of  rank,  he  brought  (he  gallant  tar  into  a scene 
where  he  must  have  felt  himself  less  at  home  than 
amid  the  thunders  of  the  battle  of  lake  Erie.  He 
was  subjected  to  broadside  after  broadside  from  the 
artillery  of  bright  eyes  all  around  him.  He  told  us 
in  true  forecastle  lingo,  how  Perry  would  not  sit 
down  in  the  boat — how  the  boat  was  riddled  by  the 
shot  of  the  enemy — how  they  rowed  round  the  star- 
board bows  of  the  Niagara,  and  all  that. 

Governor  Kent  of  Maine  has  appointed  Thurs- 
day, the  20th  day  of  November  next,  to  be  observed 
as  a day  of  public  praise  and  thanksgiving.  His 
proclamation  on  the  subject  contains  the  following 
passages: 

May  it  be  a day  consecrated  to  the  high  and  holy 
purpose  of  devout  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  lor 
his  mercies  and  his  blessings,  unmerited  and  yet 
unnumbered.  Let  us  thank  God  that  our  civil  and 
religious  liberty  is  continued  to  us;  that  our  rights 
have  been  protected  and  vindicated,  and  that  peace, 
the  first  desire  and  the  greatest  blessing  of  civilized 
and  Christian  nations,  has  been  uninterruptedly  en- 
joyed by'  our  state;  that  wasting  and  destroying 
pestilence  has  not  visited  us,  and  that  health  and 
strength  have  been  so  remarkably  preserved  to  our 
people;  that  the  earth  has  been  clothed  in  beauty 
and  magnificence  for  the  gratification  as  well  as  the 
comfort  of  man;  that  the  seed,  committed  to  it  in 
confidence  and  hope,  watered  and  quickened  by 
the  rain  and  dews  and  sunshine  of  heaven,  has 
yielded  a plentiful  harvest;  and  that  we  are  now 
surrounded  by  the  abundant  productions  of  our 
soil,  at  once  the  gift  and  the  proof  of  kindness  of 
our  Father  and  our  God. 

Whilst  we  remember  and  recount  cur  temporal 
mercies,  let  us  acknowledge,  with  still  deeper 
gratitude,  those  which  relate  to  our  moral  and  re- 
ligious interests.  Let  us  thank  God  for  the  means 
of  education  and  intellectual  improvement,  which 
reach  even  the  humblest  citizen  of  our  republic; 
for  all  the  moral  influences  which  are  in  operation 
to  enlighten,  to  purify,  and  to  elevate  the  whole 
community  and  the  whole  family  of  man;  and 
above  all,  that,  in  the  midst  of  the  corruptions  and 
wickedness  of  the  land,  and  of  the  zealous  efforts 
of  atheism  and  infidelity,  the  pure  and  the  holy  and 
sanctifying  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  is  yet  “a  lamp 
to  our  feet  and  a light  to  our  path,”  supporting  by 
its  influence  the  only  sure  foundations  ol  civil  gov- 
ernment, and  sustaining  by  its  principles  the  virtue 
and  holiness  of  the  devout  disciple. 

As  we  assemble  around  the  table  of  God’s  boun- 
ty, on  this  our  annual  festival,  and  remember  in 
gratitude  and  with  thanksgiving,  his  mercies  to  us 
as  a people,  and  as  individuals  in  our  social  and 
domestic  relations,  let  us  remember,  in  kindness  and 
sympathy7,  the  poor,  the  oppressed,  and  the  desti- 
tute; let  us  cherish  those  kind  and  benevolent  af- 
fections, which  shall  lead  us  to  smooth  the  rough 
paths  of  life,  regarding  each  other  in  the  spirit  of 
charily,  as  brethren  of  one  common  Father,  and 
bound  together  by  the  indissoluble  ties  ot  a com- 
mon nature  and  a common  destiny7. 

And  the  people  of  this  state  are  requested  to  ab- 
stain from  their  usual  labors  on  that  day7,  and  from 
all  recreations,  inconsistent  with  the  due  observ- 
ance of  a solemn  festival  ol' devout  thanksgiving. 

Population  of  Russia.  We  translate  the  fol- 
lowing curious  enumeration  from  a statistical  ac- 
count of  the  Russian  empire,  drawn  from  official 
sources,  and  lately  published  by  M.  Martin  Ka- 
balslcy. 

“In  Russia  (here  are  no  less  than  80  different 
races,  or  nationalities,  who  speak  4!)  different  lan- 
guages. The  principal  of  these  races  are  the 
Sclabonic,  Letonic,  Tatar,  Finnish,  Mongolian, 
and  Circassian;  besides  which  there  are  of  foreign 
origin,  the  Jewish,  German,  Swedish,  Greek,  &c. 
numbering  about  1,500,000.  The  Jews, about  800,- 
000  in  number,  inhabit  parts  of  ancient  Poland; 
the  Germans,  about  500,000,  are  principally  assem- 
bled in  the  Baltic  provinces;  the  Swedes  are  found 
almost  exclusively  in  Finland  and  the  environs  of 
Narew,  countries  formerly  belonging  to  Sweden; 
and  the  other  residents  of  foreign  origin  are  estab- 
lished in  various  parts  of  the  empire,  but  chiefly  io 
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the  cities.  The  other  races  that  form  part  of  the 
Russian  population,  exclusive  of  the  Russians  pro- 
per, or  Muscovites,  are  the  Samoydes,  about  70,000, 
inhabiting  the  borders  of  the  Arctic  ocean;  the 
Kamschatdales,  and  other  people  of  oriental  Sibe- 
ria, 50,000;  the  Esquimaux,  found  in  American 
Russia,  50,000;  and  the  Bohemians,  or  Zingaris, 
scattered  over  almost  every  portion  of  the  empire, 
but  most  numerous  in  the  south  and  southwest, 
amounting  to  about  170,000. 

“ The  whole  population  of  Russia  in  1832,  not 
including  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  was  50,076,517, 
and  that  of  Poland  5,037,925. 

“ This  population  is  contained  in  1840  cities,  of 
which  1607  are  in  Europe;  1,210  towns  or  burgs, 
and  227,400  villages. 

St.  Petersburg,  the  capital,  contains  445,135  in- 
habitants, of  whom  155,845  are  women.” 

[ New  York  Commercial. 

British  Sugars.  An  occurrence  has  lately 
come  to  our  knowledge  which  it  may  be  important 
to  merchants  that  they  should  be  acquainted  with. 
A parcel  of  Jamaica  sugars,  under  the  custom-house 
keys,  was  purchased  some  time  since  in  Charleston, 
S.  C.,  and  shipped  to  Liverpool  in  the  British  ship 
Rachel,  the  shippers  having  first  enquired  of  the 
British  consul  there  ifsuch  sugar  could  be  exported 
to  England  for  home  consumption,  and  received  tor 
answer  that  it  could,  the  only  condition  requisite 
being  that  it  should  be  shipped  in  a British  bottom. 
The  British  consul  at  this  port,  when  a similar  en- 
quiry was  made  of  him,  gave  the  same  answer;  yet, 
on  the  arrival  of  the  sugars  in  Liverpool,  the  cus- 
tom-house refused  to  allow  them  to  be  entered,  ex- 
cept for  exportation.  No  remonstrances,  no  offers 
to  produce  the  most  convincing  testimony  that  they 
were  of  British  origin,  could  induce  the  government 
to  alter  their  determination,  as  expressed  in  the 
following  letter,  although  the  dilemma  in  which 
the  shippers  were  placed  was  produced  by  their 
too  implicit  reliance  on  the  information  given  them 
by  British  official  agents.  [Ar.  Y.  Courier. 

Office  of  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  trade, 
While  Hall , July  10,  1837. 

Sin:  Your  application  for  the  admission,  at  the 
low  plantation  duty,  of  a quantity  of  sugar  lately 
imported  from  Charleston,  but  which  is  alleged  to 
be  the  produce  of  Jamaica,  has,  together  with  the 
report  of  the  commissioners  thereon,  been  under 
the  consideration  of  the  lords  of  the  committee  of 
privy  council  I'or  trade,  and  their  lordships  have 
directed  me  to  inform  you  that  they  cannot  recom- 
mend a compliance  with  your  request. 

The  commissioners  of  the  customs  have  in  their 
report  referred  to  various  enactments  of  the  laws, 
all  tending  to  secure  the  confinement  of  the  right 
of  entry  at  the  low  duty  to  such  such  sugar  as 
should  be  imported  direct  from  the  colony.  It  might 
be  deemed  impossible  to  set  such  enactments  aside 
in  any  case;  but  in  this  case  the  plea  of  ignorance 
of  the  law  is  wholly  inadmissible,  since  the  neces- 
sary information  was  attainable  by  merely  consult- 
ing the  table  of  duties,  wherein  it  is  expressly  set 
forth  that  the  sugar  which  may  be  entered  at  the 
low  duty  must  not  only  be  the  produce  of  some 
British  possession  in  America,  but  also  must  be 
imported  from  thence. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J D.  Hume. 

Mr.  Jacob  CamLerlin. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  ship  Burgundy,  at  New 
York,  Paris  papers  to  Oct.  1,  containing  London 
dates  to  Sept.  29th,  have  been  received. 

France. 

7 he  trouble  between  France  and  Switzerland 
has  been  settled  by  the  voluntary  withdrawal  of 
Louis  Bonaparte,  who  had  set  out  for  England, 
after  returning  to  the  government  of  Thurgan  his 
certificate  of  naturalization.  Upon  this  subject 
the  Journal  dee  Debuts,  the  government  organ,  ob- 
serves : 

In  spite  of  the  sinister  predictions  of  the  opposi- 
tion press,  the  affair  relative  to  the  removal  of  Louis 
Napoleon  has  terminated  to  the  satisfaction  of 
France,  and  that  such  a result  is  due  to  the  firmness 
of  the  French  government.  This  journal  expresses 
no  apprehension  for  the  prince’s  return  to  Switzer- 
land; as,  il  he  were  again  to  set  foot  on  her  soil, 
the  French  government  would  again  demand  his 
expulsion  with  the  same  firmness  as  before.  “Be- 
sides,” adds  the  Debate,  “ Switzerland  herself  can 
have  no  wish  again  to  serve  as  the  instrument  of 
the  criminal  and  ambitious  projects  of  an  adventurer. 
The  French  government  has  obtained  all  that  it 
required,  and  is  satisfied  with  the  definitive  retire- 
ment of  Louis  Napoleon,  as  it  never  entertained  the 
extravagant  idea  of  humbling  Switzerland,  or  inter- . 


fering  with  her  internal  policy.  The  French  go- 
vernment has  already  proved  its  firmness,  and  will 
now  prove  its  moderation.” 

The  Recherche  frigate,  sent  some  time  ago  on  an 
exploring  expedition,  had  returned,  after  reaching 
SO  degrees  north  latitude;  the  farther  prosecution 
of  the  voyage  was  prevented  by  the  intensity  of 
the  cold,  the  mercury  being  sixty-seven  and  a half 
below  the  freezing  point  of  fahrenheit. 

A new  commercial  convention  has  been  signed 
between  France  and  Belgium,  which  is  said  to  de- 
part considerably  from  the  prohibitive  system  that 
has  so  long  existed. 

The  petition  for  an  electoral  reform,  got  up  by 
the  national  guards  of  Paris,  is  obtaining  signatures 
in  many  of  the  principal  towns  of  France. 

The  report  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Francia,  the  dicta- 
tor of  Paraguay,  has  been  contradicted  by  a letter 
from  M.  de  Bonplan  to  M.  de  Humboldt,  written  in 
July,  at  which  time  the  dictator  was  in  good  health. 

The  Paris  papers  announce  the  death  of  the 
Dutchess  de  Broglie.  She  was  the  daughter  of  the 
celebrated  Madame  de  Stael. 

The  story  that  the  instructions  to  the  French 
ships  of  war  to  treat  all  Mexican  privateers  as  pi- 
rates, unless  two-thirds  of  the  crew  are  Mexicans, 
appears,  says  the  New  York  Commercial  Adverti- 
ser, to  have  originated  in  aFrench  paper  published 
in  this  city,  called  the  Estafette,  from  which  it  was 
copied  in  the  London  papers.  There  is  probably 
no  truth  in  it  whatever.  Such  instructions  would 
be  most  atrocious,  and  would  never  be  submitted 
to  by  the  maritime  powers,  especially  England  and 
the  United  States. 

The  society  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  Paris 
has  resolved  to  send  a letter  of  felicitation  to  the 
abolitionists  of  Great  Britain,  to  compliment  them 
for  what  they  have  done,  and  to  stimulate  them  to 
pursue  the  work  they  are  engaged  in. 

The  Paris  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Cou- 
rier and  Enquirer  writes  as  follows: 

The  Mexican  question  is  to  France  at  this  mo- 
ment a most  serious  embarrassment.  The  Toulon 
papers  of  the  1.9th  inst.,  state  that  the  last  two  mor- 
tar vessels  intended  for  the  attack  on  Mexico  had 
on  that  day  left  the  docks  and  would  speedily  be 
ready  to  proceed  to  their  destination.  We  find  also 
on  the  12th  inst.  Admiral  Baudiri  and  his  squadron, 
which  had  rendezvoused  at  Cadiz,  sailed  for  the 
gulph  of  Mexico.  All  speculation  on  the  subject 
is  therefore  at  an  end,  or  I would  tell  you  that  some 
suspicions  are  entertained  that  the  French  govern- 
ment would  avail  itself  of  any  mediation  to  with- 
draw from  the  quarrel  it  so  industriously  courted  — 
not  foreseeing  how  much  of  dissatisfaction  it  would 
cause  to  England  and  the  United  States. 

French  emigration  to  Africa.  A Toulon  letter  of 
the  24th  September,  says:  “The  ministerial  circu- 
lar relating  to  the  conveyance  of  colonists  to  Af- 
rica, is  already  producing  beneficial  results.  Al- 
sace has  sent  whole  families  and  numerous  emi- 
grants are  daily  arriving  from  all  parts  of  France 
lo  go  over  to  Africa.  Only  one  thing  is  wanting 
for  the  full  prosperity  of  our  sentiments  in  that 
country;  permission  for  the  colonists  to  commence 
working  on  the  plain  of  Mitija,  and  to  extend  their 
agricultural  operations  to  Blida  and  Coleah.” 

The  Havre  market  of  30th  Sept,  was  flat  for  cot- 
ton, and  a fall  of  prices  was  anticipated,  though 
none  had  actually  occurred;  indeed,  there  had  been 
a small  advance  on  the  prices  of  August.  Holders 
remained  firm,  in  which  they  were  aided  by  the 
agent  of  the  bank,  with  his  stock  of  about  38,000 
bales.  The  stock  was  reduced  to  60,000  bales,  of 
which  55,000  are  American. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

There  had  been  another  radical  meeting  at  Man- 
chester. Some  of  the  papeis  say  that  300,000  per- 
sons were  present.  The  speeches  were  of  a less 
inflammatory  character  than  at  some  of  the  other 
meetings,  and  the  meeting  passed  oft’  quietly. 
Thpre  was  another  meeting  of  20,000  at  Sheffield. 

The  seconds  in  the  Wimbleton  duel  have  been 
sentenced  to  twelve  months  imprisonment — the  last 
month  in  solitude. 

A letter  from  Bristol  has  been  received  in  New 
York,  within  a few  days,  in  which  it  is  stated  that 
the  Great  Western  Steam  Ship  Company  have  de- 
termined to  increase  their  capital  from  £250,000 
to  £1,000,000,  and  have  ordered  the  keels  o ( four 
new  steam  ships  to  be  immediately  laid,  each  one 
larger  than  the  Great  Western. 

SPAIN. 

Intelligence  had  been  received  at  Paris,  from 
Spain,  that  general  Alaix  had  had  a fight  with  the 
Carlists,  and  been  defeated,  with  considerable  loss. 
Espartero  was  at  Pancoaba  on  the  17th  of  Sept. 
There  was  great  activity  in  the  Carlist  ranks. 
General  Oraa  [Christino]  has  been  succeeded  in 
the  command  of  the  army  of  the  centre  by  general 
Van  Halem.  The  contract  with  the  Rothschilds, 


lor  the  produce  of  the  quicksilver  mines,  was  finally 
signed  on  the  20th,  the  bankers  advancing  fifty  mil- 
lions of  reals  in  monthly  instalments  often  millions. 

The  Paris  correspondent  of  the  N.  Y.  Courier 
and  Enquirer  writes  as  follows: 

You  know  that  Esparlero,  for  want  of  money, 
and  because  the  Carlists  were  seducing  his  men, 
was  obliged  to  forego  his  intention  to  attack  Es- 
tella,  and  that  the  partizans  of  Don  Carlos  had 
again  assumed  the  oliensive.  To  meet  these  new 
difficulties,  the  Queen  had  only  a numerous  but  ill 
paid  army,  an  exhausted  treasury,  and  a ministry, 
who,  although  some  weeks  in  existence,  had  not 
yet  been  able  to  make  up  their  minds  upon  any 
form  of  government. 

ROME. 

The  pope,  at  the  sacred  consistory  held  on  the 
13th  September,  pronounced  a long  allocation  on 
the  occasion  of  the  recent  erection  of  Algiers  into 
an  episcopal  see,  in  which,  after  congratulating  the 
church  on  the  event,  his  holiness  animadverts  in 
severe  terms  upon  the  proceedings  adopted  in 
Prussia  w ith  regard  to  the  archbishops  of  Cologne 
and  Posen.  The  pope  complains  of  the  infringe- 
ments thus  made  on  the  liberty  of  the  Catholic 
church,  and  calls  “heaven  and  earth  to  witness 
while  he  elevates  his  voice  in  favor  of  the  rights 
and  authority  of  the  chair  of  St.  Peter.”  His  holi- 
ness concludes  by  expressing  his  conviction  that 
the  other  prelates  in  the  Prussian  dominions  will 
continue  lo  act  with  firmness  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  rules  of  the  ancient  canons  and  apostolical 
decrees,  and  that  his  Prussian  majesty  will  allow 
the  Catholic  church  to  preserve  its  own  laws  and 
liberties. 

PRUSSIA. 

The  dissatisfaction  spread  throughout  the  Rhe- 
nish provinces  of  this  kingdom,  in  consequence  of 
religious  oppression,  recently  manifested  itself  in 
a very  decided  manner.  Prince  William,  son  of 
the  kingol'Prussia,and  heir  apparent  to  the  crown, 
lately  made  a tour  through  this  part  of  the  Prussian 
dominions,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  Luxembourg. 
He  was  every  where  received  with  the  most  mark- 
ed coldness  and  indifference.  While  traversing  the 
portion  of  the  province  of  Luxembourg  which  is  to 
be  ceded  to  Holland,  he  was  often  greeted  with  the 
unwelcome  acclamations — “Long  live  king  Leo- 
pold! Long  live  Belgium!!!”  After  he  had  return- 
ed to  the  Prussian  territory,  he  labored  to  persuade 
the  catholics  that  the  late  arrest  and  imprisonment 
ot  the  archbishop  of  Cologne  was  not  designed  by 
the  king,  his  father,  as  a stroke  levelled  at  the  Ca- 
tholic church,  but  merely  as  a measure  of  state  po- 
licy, adopted  in  consequence  of  the  archbishop’s 
pride  and  disobedience.  But  these  explanations 
proved  in  no  wise  satisfactory.  At  Cologne,  the 
people  at  his  approach  raised  the  cry,  “Long  live 
Clement  Augustus  our  archbishop!”  which  accla- 
mation was  made,  even  whilst  the  prince  attempted 
to  address  them  from  a balcony.  He  in  conse- 
quence speedily  left  the  city,  having  first  counter- 
manded the  artificial  fireworks,  which  the  garrison 
of  the  place  had  prepared,  to  celebrate  his  arrival. 
The  troops  gathered  on  the  Rhenish  frontiers,  un- 
der the  pretext  of  terrifying  Belgium,  are  thought 
to  he  stationed  there  in  reality  to  awe  the  Catholic 
population,  and  to  check  any  incipient  revolt. 
Such  is  the  state  of  things  which  the  tyranny  and 
intolerance  of  Prussia  have  brought  about. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  JOHNSON,  OF  MD. 
Speech  of  William  Cost  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  on  re- 
solutions which  he  had  offered,  proposing  to  appro- 
priate public  land  for  educational  purposes  to  all 
the  states  and  territories.  Delivered,  in  the  house  of 
representatives,  during  the  morning  hour,  February, 
1838. 

Mr.  Speaker:  It  will  be  recollected  by  the  bouse 
that,  on  the  11th  of  December,  an  able  member  from 
Alabama,  [Judge  Lawler,]  proposed  the  following 
resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  according 
to  some  equitable  scale  of  graduation,  the  price  of  such 
portions  of  the  public  lands  as  will  not  sell  within  a rea- 
sonable length  of  time  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre;  and  that  the  lands  which  cannot  be  sold 
at  such  reduced  prices,  after  being  so  offered  for  the 
term  of — years,  should  be  relinquished  to  the  states,  se- 
verally, in  which  they  are  situated.’’ 

O the  22d  of  December,  I submitted  the  following 
resolution,  to  be  printed,  stating  at  the  time  that  I 
should  move  it  either  as  a substitute  or  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  when  his  resolution  should  come  up  for 
consideration,  viz: 

“ Resolved , That  a committee  of  one  from  each  state 
be  appointed  by  the  chair,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
of  reporting  a bill  to  appropriate,  for  the  purposes  of 
free  schools,  academies,  and  the  purposes  of  education, 
an  increased  portion  of  the  public  lands,  for  the  benefit 
of  all  the  states  and  territories," 
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On  motion  of  a member  from  Virginia,  [general 
Mercer,]  a few  days  ago,  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  was  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union;  and  the  reso- 
lution which  I have  the  honor  of  offering  now,  takes 
precedence  in  the  house. 

From  this  circumstance,  the  whole  order  of  the 
debate  became  changed. 

I had  flatered  myself  that,  before  I should  trouble 
the  house  with  any  remarks,  I would  have  profited 
by  the  arguments  of  the  able  member  who  submitted 
the  first  resolution,*  and  of  those  members  of  this 
house  who  advocate  a reduction  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  and  a surrender  of  them  to  the  states  in 
which  they  lie;  but,  instead  of  coming  in  at  the  ele- 
venth hour  in  support  of  what  I intended  to  offer  as 
a substitute,  I am  unexpectedly  forced  to  lead  in 
this  discussion. 

I shall  not  make  my  remarks  more  fatiguing,  by  a 
trespass  upon  the  time  of  the  house,  with  a long 
apology  for  offering  them;  but,  in  order  to  present 
the  proposition  which  I have  made  in  more  definite 
terms,  I must  request  the  clerk  to  read  the  following 
resolutions,  which  I beg  leave  to  offer  as  a modifica- 
tion of  the  resolution  now  under  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  United  States  has  an 
equal  right  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  public 
lands,  the  common  property  of  the  nation. 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  states  in  whose  favor  con- 
gress has  not  made  appropriations  of  land  for  the  pur- 
poses of  education  is  entitled  to  such  appropriations  as 
will  correspond,  in  a just  proportion,  with  those  hereto- 
fore made  in  favor-of  other  states. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of report  a bill 

making  an  increased  appropriation  of  the  public  lands, 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  yet  unappropriated,  to 
all  the  states  and  territories  of  the  union,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  free  schools,  academies,  and  the  promotion 
and  diffusion  of  education  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  be  as  brief  as  I may,  in  the 
examination  of  the  subject  embraced  in  the  resolu- 
tions; and  their  importance  must  plead  my  excuse 
if  I should  fatigue  the  attention  of  the  house.  They 
are  of  great  and  important  interest;  and,  in  iny  ap- 
prehension, no  propositions  could  be  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  congress  which  would  have 
higher  claims  to  urge  them  upon  the  earnest  attention 
of  every  member  in  this  hall.  Not  only  are  the 
general  interests  of  every  state  deeply  concerned, 
but  I maintain  that  the  individual  interest  of  every 
citizen  in  the  union  is  most  obviously  involved. 
Then,  as  a question  of  either  individual  concernment 
or  as  a subject  of  national  policy',  the  distribution  of 
the  public  lands,  as  proposed  by  the  resolutions,  ad- 
dresses itself  to  the  calm  and  dispassionate  delibera- 
tion of  all. 

Not  being  allowed  the  benefit  of  the  oral  argu- 
ments which  may  be  offered  in  support  of  the  pro- 
position to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  1 
have  devoted  as  much  time  as  I could  control,  in  the 
multifarious  labors  I have  had  to  perform,  in  examin- 
ing the  printed  reports  which  have  been  made  at 
various  times  by  the  committees  on  the  public  lands. 
The  committee  of  the  present  congress  have  already 
made  a short  report  on  the  subject,  which  comprises 
the  views  of  former  committees;  and,  in  some  re- 
spects, the  precise  phraseology  and  arguments. 

I will  first  examine  the  report  made  on  this  sub- 
ject by  the  committee  of  the  23d  congress,  as  it  is 
more  comprehensive  and  elaborate,  and  was  prepar- 
ed by  the  chairman,  who  has  since  filled  the  most 
distinguished  places  within  the  gift  of  his  state,  [Mr. 
Clay,  of  Alabama.] 

The  repoi  t states: 

“That  the  committee  have  felt  it  their  duty  to  look 
into  the  origin  of  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the 


* After  my  speech  was  delivered,  Mr.  Lawler  obtain- 
ed the  floor  in  support  of  his  resolution,  and  in  answer 
to  those  offered  by  myself  and  my  remarks  upon  them. 
He  occupied  a portion  of  the  morning  hour,  and  the 
following  day  moved  that  the  resolutions  which  I offer- 
ed should  take  the  same  direction  which  his  had;  and, 
therefore,  moved  their  reference  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  so  that  both  proposi- 
tion? could  be  discussed  fully  at  the  same  time,  and 
without  such  frequent  interruptions,  when  he  would 
complete  his  remarks:  which  motion,  by  general  con- 
sent, prevailed. 

I deem  it  due,  under  the  circumstances  and  to  ray 
own  feelings,  to  offer  iny  humble  tribute  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of  one  who  was  intercepted  by  death  in 
the  midst  of  his  public  career,  and  before  he  had  con- 
cluded his  speech,  which  promised  to  endear  him  to  his 
state.  Mv  seat  adjoined  his,  and  I knew  him  well.  I 
esteemed  him  as  pure  in  public  as  he  was  amiable  and 
kind  in  private  life.  Intelligent  without  ostentation: 
eminently  useful  withqut'vanity:  purely  honest  for  the 
love  or  virtue;  and  feeling  no  other  incentive  to  ambition 
but  that  which  characterizes  an  honest  man;  devoting 
his  best  talents  and  judgment  for  the  interest  of  his 
constituents  and  his  state,  and  to  leave,  as  he  did,  an 
unimpeachable  reputation  to  his  family  and  his  country. 

. Note  by  Mr.  Johnson, 


public  domain,  the  better  to  comprehend  the  motives 
and  inducements  to  the  various  cessions  which  were 
made  by  the  states  having  claims  to  western  lands,  and 
the  obligations  incurred  by  the  general  government 
under  those  compacts.  It  is  from  this  source  that  the 
titles  of  the  United  States  to  much  the  larger  portion  of 
the  public  lands  is  derived.” 

The  report  then  alludes  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  general  government  has  acquired  its  claim  to 
the  western  domain,  and  finally  comes  to  the  signi- 
ficant conclusion  that  the  western  states  would  wow, 
perhaps,  “be  reluctant  to  raise  the  question”  of  the 
government’s  right  to  the  western  lands. 

I should,  I am  sure,  exhaust  the  patience  of  the 
house,  and  my  own  strength,  were  I to  give  a par- 
ticular history  of  the  claims  of  the  United  States  to 
the  western  lands,  and  the  various  antecedent  con- 
troversies between  the  colonies  and  different  Euro- 
pean nations,  relative  to  territorial  jurisdiction  and 
right  of  soil.  In  taking  a brief  notice  of  the  past, 
my  object  will  be  to  present  some  substantial  prin- 
ciples upon  which  this  subject  rests,  and  to  ex- 
plain, in  some  degree,  the  reasons  for  the  deep  in- 
terest which  Maryland,  as  well  as  other  of  the  old 
states,  have  always  taken  in  the  honorable  and  fair 
adjustment  of  every  controversy  relating  to  the 
western  lands.  It  is  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  the 
historical  reader,  that  at  one  time  the  entire  coun- 
try north  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  the  present 
northern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  was  called 
Virginia;  and  that  queen  Elizabeth  gave  sir  Walter 
Raleigh  a patent,  almost  without  a name  or  limit. 

The  patents  granted  afterwards  to  the  London 
company  were  scarcely  more  definite.  By  that 
granted  in  1609,  South  Virginia  comprised  all  the 
country,  including  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  North 
and  South  Carolina,  from  the  Atlantic  ocean  to  the 
South  sea.  Embryo  kingdoms  were  given  away  in 
a world  unexplored  and  but  little  known.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  grants  was  unknown,  for  the  magnitude 
of  this  continent  was  not  comprehended  at  that 
time  in  Europe.  At  the  date  of  those  grants,  the 
South  sea  was  thought  to  approach  near  the  Atlan- 
tic; and  no  one  imagined  that,  in  this  latitude,  it 
was  some  three  or  four  thousand  miles  distant.  Sir 
Francis  Drake  had  seen  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic 
oceans  from  the  same  point  on  the  Isthmus  of  Da- 
rien, and  the  proximity  of  the  two  seas  was  sup- 
posed to  be  the  same  along  the  northern  coast.  The 
History  of  Virginia,  by  Stith,  will  show  “that,  in 
1608,  a company. was  organized  in  England,  and 
built  a barge  that  could  be  taken  to  pieces,  with 
which  the  company  were  directed  under  the  com- 
mand of  captain  Newport,  to  go  up  the  James  river, 
with  a view  to  discover  the  country  of  the  Mona- 
kins;  and  from  thence  they  were  to  proceed,  carry- 
ing their  barge,  beyond  the  falls,  io  convey  them  to  ihe 
South  sea.'" 

The  charter  of  Virginia  was  repeatedly  forfeited. 
Maryland  was  carved  out  of  its  limits,  as  was 
North  Carolina.  Indeed,  from  Maine  to  Florida, 
the  whole  seacoast  was  (if  I may  be  allowed  the 
figure  used  by  Mr.  Clay,  before  the  Virginia  legis- 
lature, in  speaking  of  the  Kentucky  land  claims) 
shingled  over  with  charters  to  various  individuals 
and  companies,  from  different  nations  of  Europe, 
claiming  title  to  the  land,  by  either  the  right  of  dis- 
covery, of  possession,  or  of  conquest. 

Virginia,  by  the  forfeiture  of  her  charter,  was 
made  a royal  government,  and,  consequently,  the 
waste  lands  were  claimed  by  the  crown. 

By  the  treaty  of  1763,  between  England  and 
France,  the  Mississippi  was  established  as  the  boun- 
dary between  British  America  and  Louisiana. 
This  brought  the  line  of  Virginia  very  much  short 
of  the  Pacific  ocean. 

The  western  lands  were  claimed  bv  the  British 
crown,  and  ceded  to  it  by  the  treaty  of  Paris.  Vir- 
ginia now  ceased  to  claim  the  territory  “north  of 
the  lakes.” 

In  fine,  thirteen  colonies  had  been  carved  out  of 
Virginia,  at  the  period  of  the  revolution,  and  Eng- 
land had  relinquished  to  France  all  her  claims  to 
the  lands  west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  At  that 
period,  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  were 
regarded  as  crown  lands;  and  during  the  war,  the 
large  states,  and  especially  New  York  and  Virginia, 
claimed  nearly  all  of  the  western  and  unappropriated 
lands,  because  they  were  alleged  to  be  comprised 
within  their  original  charter  limits. 

The  colonies  made  common  cause  in  the  war  of 
independence,  and,  from  the  very  commencement 
of  the  revolutionary  struggle,  seeing  its  necessity  as 
well  as  policy,  were  desirous  of  making  a confede- 
rated government.  The  anxiety  of  the  large  states 
to  have  their  claims  recognised  to  all  of  the  western 
domain,  at  once  awakened  the  small  states  to  the 
true  state  o f ' the  question  of  right  and  justice  in  this 
enlarged  pretension.  The  small  states  were  all  wil- 
ling to  make  common  cause  against  the  common 
enemy,  and  regarded  it  but  reasonable  and  just,  and 


as  politic  as  just,  that  what  was  rescued  from  the 
common  enemy  should  be  the  common  property  of 
all. 

Maryland,  ever  alive  (o  this  subject,  took  a lead- 
ing and  active  interest  in  it.  The  experience  of  the 
past  made  her'sagacious  as  to  the  future.  She  had 
found,  that  although  her  charter  had  been  the  most 
liberal  and  her  limits  better  defined  than  those  ot 
the  other  colonies,  still,  by  the  adroit  management 
of  William  Penn,  she  had  lost  much  of  her  north- 
ern territory,  whilst  Virginia  was  urging  claim  to 
a portion  other  southern  territory,  east  of  the  Che- 
sapeake bay,  as  well  as  to  a large  portion  of  her 
western  and  southwestern  territory.  This  latter 
boundary  is  still  in  dispute,  and  ought  yet  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  for 
its  final  decision. 

The  large  states,  and  especially  Virginia,  per- 
sisting in  their  pretensions,  induced  Maryland  to 
urge  the  strongest  arguments  to  their  justice;  nor 
was  she  willing  to  join  the  confederacy  until  those 
arguments  were  listened  to  and  their  truth  admitted. 

In  1776  the  convention  which  framed  the  consti- 
tution of  Maryland  expressed  its  sentiments  un- 
equivocally on  this  subject,  in  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

“ Resolved . unanimously,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
convention  that  the  very  extensive  claim  of  the  state  of 
Virginia  to  the  back  lands  hath  no  foundation  in  jus- 
tice. and  that  if  the  same  or  any  like  claim  is  admitted, 
the  freedom  of  the  small  slates  and  the  liberties  of  Ame- 
rica may  be  thereby  greatly  endangered:  this  conven- 
tion being  firmly  persuaded  that,  if  the  dominion  over 
those  lands  should  be  established  by  the  blood  and 
treasure  of  the  United  States,  such  lands  ought  to  be 
considered  as  a common  stock,  to  be  parcelled  out  at 
proper  times  into  convenient,  free,  and  independent 
governments.’’ 

As  a matter  of  justice,  the  ground  Maryland  took 
was  right,  and  calculated  to  promote  it;  and  as  a 
measure  of  political  wisdom, it  was  sagacious.  She 
foresaw  that  to  give  (hose  large  states  all  they  de- 
sired would  be  worse  than  political  folly — it  would 
be  political  suicide;  to  confederate  with  them  would 
be  but  placing-  herself  between  the  upper  and  the 
nether  millstone.  At  the  adoption  of  the  present 
constitution  she  stood  equal  in  political  poweswith 
New  York.  Each,  under  the  constitution,  were  al- 
lowed six  representatives  in  congress.  How  have 
filings  changed!  By  the  recent  apportionment  bill, 
Maryland  has  eight  and  New  York  forty;  and,  at  the 
same  ratio,  in  forty  years,  Maryland  will  have  about 
four  and  New  York  sixty — all  consolidated  and 
united.  I hope,  however,  before  that  period  ar- 
rives, it  will  be  for  the  interest  of  New  York  as 
well  as  of  the  other  states,  that  she  will  divide  into 
two  states.  Such  is  the  contrast  now.  How  would 
it  have  been  had  riot  Maryland  urged  the  surrender 
of  the  western  lands  claimed  by  New  York  and 
Virginia?  The  small  states  would  long  since  have 
been  overshadowed  in  political  influence,  and  their 
impoverished  soil  been  abandoned. 

Although  all  the  states  had  signed  the  articles  of 
confederation  in  1799,  save  Maryland,  she  still  per- 
sisted in  declining,  and,  in  a most  masterly  and  ir- 
resistible argument,  instructed  her  delegates  in 
congress  to  refuse  assent  until  the  states  should  re- 
linquish their  unjust  pretensions.  In  their  instruc- 
tions, the  general  assembly  of  Maryland  say  to  their 
delegates  that — 

“Having  conferred  upon  you  a trust  of  the  highest 
nature,  if  is  evident  we  place  great  confidence  in  your 
integrity,  abilities,  and  zeal  to  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States,  and  the  particular  interest  of 
this  state,  where  the  latter  is  not  incompatible  with  the 
former;  but  to  add  greater  weight  to  your  proceedings 
in  congress,  and  take  away  all  suspicions  that  the  opi- 
nions you  there  deliver  and  the  voles  you  give  may  bo 
the- mere  opinions  of  individuals,  and  not  reselling  from 
your  knowledge  of  the.  sense  and  deliberate  judgment 
of  the  stale  you  represent,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  in- 
struct as  followed!  on  the  subject  of  the  confederation; 
a subject  in  which,  unfortunately,  a supposed  difference 
of  interest  has  produced  an  almost  equal  division  of 
sentiment  among  the  several  states  comprising  the 
union.  We  say  a supposed  difference  of  inteiests;  for, 
if  local  attachments  and  prejudices,  and  the  avarice  and 
ambition  of  individuals,  would  give  way  to  the  dictates 
of  a sound  policy,  founded  on  the  principles  of  justice, 
(and  no  other  policy  but  what  is  founded  on  those  im- 
mutable principles  deserves  to  be  called  sound,)  we 
flatter  ourselves  this  apparent  diversity  of  interests 
would  soon  vanish,  and  all  the  states  would  confederate 
on  terms  mutually  advantageous  to  all;  for  they  would 
then  perceive  that  no  other  confederation  than  one  so 
formed  can  be  lasting.  Although  the  pressure  of  im- 
mediate calamities,  the  dread  of  their  continuance, 
from  the  appearance  of  disunion,  and  some  other  pecu- 
liar circumstances,  may  have  induced  some  states  to 
accede  to  the  present  confederation,  contrary  to  their 
own  interests  and  judgments,  it  requires  no  great  share 
of  foresight  to  predict  that,  when  those  causes  cease  to 
operate,  the  states  which  have  thus  acceded  to  the  con- 
federation will  consider  it  as  no  longer  binding,  and  will 

agerly  embrace  the  first  occasion  of  asserting  their 
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just  rights  and  securing  their  independence.  Is  it  pos- 
sible that  those  states  who  are  ambitiously  grasping  at 
territories  to  which,  in  our  judgment,  they  have  not  the 
least  shadow  of  exclusive  right,  will  use  with  greater 
moderation  the  increase  of  wealth  and  power  derived 
from  those  territories,  when  acquired,  than  what  they 
have  displayed  in  their  endeavors  to  acquire  them?  W e 
think  not.  Wc  are  convinced  the  same  spirit  which 
hath  prompted  them  to  insist  on  a claim  so  extravagant, 
so  repugnant  to  every  principle  <4  justice,  so  incompati- 
ble with  the  general  welfare  of  all  the  states,  will  urge 
them  on  to  add  oppression  to  injustice,  if  they  should 
not  bo  incited  to  a superiority  of  wealth  and  strength  to 
oppress,  by  open  force,  their  less  wealthy  and  less  pow- 
erful neighbors,  yet  depopulation,  and,  consequently, 
the  impoverishment  of  thorn  states,  will  necessarily  fol- 
low, which,  by  an  unfair  construction  of  the  confede- 
ration, may  ho  stripped  of  a common  interest  and  the 
common  benefits  desirable  from  t lie  western  country. 
Suppose,  for  instance,  Virginia  indisputably  possessed 
of  the  extensive  and  fertile'  country  to  which  she  has 
set  up  c'aim,  what  would  be  the  probable  consequence 
to  Maryland  of  such  an  undisturbed  and  undisputed 
possession?  They  cannot  escape  the  least  discerning. 

“Virginia,  by  selling  on  the  most  moderate  terms  a 
small  proportion  of  the  lands  in  question,  would  draw 
into  her  treasury  vast  sums  of  money;  and,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  sums  arising  from  such  sales,  would  he  ena- 
bled to  lessen  her  taxes.  Lands  comparatively  cheap, 
and  taxes  comparatively  low,  with  the  lands  and  taxes 
of  the  adjacentstate,  would  quickly  drain  the  state  thus 
disadvantageous^  circumstanced  of  its  most  useful  in- 
habitants; its  wealth  and  ils  consequence  in  the  scale 
of  the  confederated  states  would  sink,  of  course.  A 
claim  so  injurious  to  more  than  one  half,  if  not  to  the 
whole  of  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  supported  by  the 
clearest  evidence  of  the  right;  yet  what  evidence  of 
that  right  lias  been  produced?  What  arguments  al- 
ledgcd  in  support  either  of  the  evidence  or  the  right? 
None  that  we  have  heard  of,  deserving  a serious  refu- 
tation. We  are  convinced  policy  and  justice  require 
that  a country  unsettled  at  the  commencement  of  this 
war,  claimed  by  the  British  crown , and  ceded  to  it  by  the 
treaty  of  Paris , if  wrested  from  the  common  enemy 
by  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  thirteen  .States,  should 
bs  considered  as  a common  property,  subject  to  be  par- 
celled out  by  congress  into  free,  convenient,  and  inde- 
pendent governments,  in  such  manner,  and  at  such 
times,  as  the  wisdom  of  that  assembly  shall  hereafter 
direct. 

"Thus  convinced,  we  should  betray  the  trust  reposed 
in  us  by  our  constituents,  were  we  to  authorise  you  to 
ratify  on  their  behalf  the  confederation,  unless  it  he 
further  explainqd.  We  have  coolly  and  dispassionately 
considered  the  subject;  we  have  weighed  probable  in- 
conveniencies  and  hardships  against  the  sacrifice  of 
just  and  essential  rights;  and  do  instruct  you  not  to  agree 
to  the  confederation  unless  an  article  or  articles  be  ad- 
ded thereto  in  conformity  with  our  declaration.  Should 
we  succeed  in  obtaining  such  article  or  articles,  then 
you  arc  hereby  fully  empowered  to  accede  to  the  con- 
federacy.” 

Though  Maryland  refused  to  sign  the  confederacy 
she  never  for  a moment  abated  her  zeal  and  energy 
in  opposing  Mie  enemy,  and  in  giving  protection 
and  aid  to  the  adjoining  states.  Indeed,  in  the 
darkest  hour  of  the  revolution,  her  zeal  and  patriot- 
ism stood  pre-eminent.  For,  after  general  AVash- 
ington  had  been  defeated  on  Long  Island,  and  com- 
pelled to  evacuate  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and 
to  retreat  into  New  Jersey  with  the  whole  amount 
of  his  force,  consistingof  but  three  thousand  men, 
a majority  of  that  army  were  Marylanders;  and 
Maryland,  as  if  to  give  a higher  and  more  indubita- 
ble earnest  of  her  fidelity  to  the  cause  of  indepen- 
dence, and  of  her  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and 
patriotism  of  the  commander-in  -chief  in  this  disas- 
trous epoch  of  the  war,  elected  at  that  very  period, 
(1776.)  for  her  firsf  republican  governor,  an  indi- 
vidual* who  was  at  the  very  moment  when  he  re- 
ceived his  appointment,  in  general  Washington’s 
camp,  at  the  head  of  seventeen  hundred  men  whom 
he  had  marched  from  Maryland.  And  the  indi- 
vidual who  received  this  appointment  to  the  chief 
executive  station  of  Maryland  was  the  same  who 
had,  in  the  congress  of  1775,  nominated  general 
Washington  to  the  command  of  the  continental 
army. 

If  in  error  as  to  this  latter  fact,  the  distinguished 
member  from  Massachnsets  may  be  able,  and  il  so, 
I beg  him  to  correct  me.  But  I do  not  perceive 
him  in  his  seat. 

I stand  not  here  to  eulogize  Maryland.  The  his- 
tory of  the  revolution  sufficiently  tells  her  praise; 
the  tribute  of  approbation  has  been  amply  accorded 
to  her,  by  poet,  bv  orator,  and  by  historian,  but  by 
none  has  her  conduct  been  more  eloquently  spoken 
of  than  by  the  distinguished  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr  Adams, j when,  in  bis  splendid  eu- 
logy upon  the  life  and  character  of  Lafayette,  he 
thrillingly  alluded  to  the  zeal  and  patriotism  of  the 
ladies  and  merchants  of  Baltimore,  in  this  the  dark- 
est hours  of  the  struggle  for  independence.  AA’hat 
I have  said  has  been  merely  to  .show  that,  whilst 
the  enemy  overran  and  desolated  other  states,  Ma- 
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ryland  not  only  defended  her  own  territory,  but 
liberally  gave  her  treasure  and  sent  her  troops  to 
protect  the  remotest  portions  of  her  sister  states. 

She  refused  to  sign  the  articles  of  confederation 
unless  they  should  contain  some  provision  for  set- 
tling the  question  as  to  the  Western  domain.  She 
resisted  the  claims  of  particular  states,  as  an  extra- 
vagant pretence  of  right,  inconsistent  with  reason 
and  repugnant  to  justice;  she  contended  that  what 
was  rescued  from  the  common  enemy,  by  the  com- 
mon effort,  ought  of  right  to  be  a common  properly, 
to  enure  forever  for  the  common  benefit  of  all  the 
states.  The  position  which  Maryland  thus  took 
was  approved  by  several  of  the  states,  and  most  of 
them  contended,  on  similar  grounds,  for  a partici- 
pation in  the  public  lands. 

Oil  the  1st  of  February,  1779,  Delaware  signed 
the  articles;  but  her  act  of  accession  was  accompa- 
nied with  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  this  state  think  it  necessary,  for  the 
peace  and  safety  of  the  state,  to  be  included  in  the 
Union;  that  a moderate  extent  of  limits  should  be  as- 
signed for  such  of  those  states  as  claim  to  the  Missis- 
sippi or  South  sea;  and  that  the  United  States  in  con- 
gress assembled  should  and  ought  to  have  power  of 
Fixing  their  western  limits. 

“ Resolved,  also,  That  this  slate  consider  themselves 
justly  entitled  to  a right,  in  common  with  die  members 
of  the  Union,  to  that  extensive  tract  of  country  which 
lies  to  the  westward  of  the  frontier-of  the  United  States, 
the  property  of  which  was  not  vested  in,  or  granted  to, 
individuals  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  war; 
that  the  same  hath  been  or  may  be  gained  from  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  native  Indians,  by  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  all,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  a 
common  estate,  to  be  granted  out  on  terms  beneficial 
to  the  United  States.” 

Now  York  led  the  way  to  effect  the  compromise. 
In  February,  1780,  the  legislature  of  that  state 
passed  an  act  “to  facilitate  the  completion  of  the 
articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  among 
the  United  States  of  America.”  This  act  declared 
that  the  territory  which  she  ceded  “should  he  and 
enure  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  tile  United 
States  as  should  become  members  of  the  federal 
alliance  of  the  said  states,  and  for  no  oilier  use  or  pur- 
pose whatsoever.” 

Maryland,  having  succeeded  so  far  as  to  arouse 
other  states  to  a sense  of  the  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion in  relation  to  the  western  domain,  to  prevent 
the  injurious  impression  that  irreconcilable  dissen- 
sion existed  among  the  states,  signed  the  articles  of 
confederation  on  the  1st  of  March,  1781,  protesting, 
however,  at  the  same  time,  against  any  inference 
being  drawn  that  she  had,  by  so  doing,  relinquished 
her  claim  to  a participation  in  the  western  lands; 
but  assigned  as  her  reasons  that 

“ Whereas,  it  has  been  said  that  the  common  enemy 
is  encouraged,  by  this  state  not  acceding  to  the  confed- 
eration, to  nope  that  the  union  of  the  sister  states  may 
be  dissolved,  and  therefore  prosecute  the  war  in  expec- 
tation of  an  event  so  disgraceful  to  America;  and  our 
friends  and  illustrious  ally  are  impressed  with  an  idea 
that  the  common  cause  would  be  promoted  by  our  form- 
ally acceding  to  the  confederation;  this  general  assem- 
bly, conscious  that  this  state  hath,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  strenuously  exerted  herself  in  the 
common  cause,  and  fully  satisfied  that,  if  no  formal 
confederation  was  to  take  place,  it.  is  the  fixed  deter- 
mination of  this  state  to  continue  her  exertions  to  the 
uttermost,  agreeably  to  the  faith  pledged  in  the  Union; 
from  an  earnest  desire  to  conciliate  the  affection  of  the 
sister  states,  to  convince  the -world  of  an  unalterable 
resolution  to  support  the  independence  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  alliance  with  his  Most  Christian  Ma 
jesty,  and  to  destroy  forever  any  apprehensions  of  our 
friends,  or  hopes  of  our  enemies,  of  this  state  being 
again  joined  to  Great  Britain.” 

Great  Britain,  by  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  re- 
linquished “ to  the  United  States  all  claim  to  the 
government  property  and  territorial  rights  of  the 
same,  and  every  part  thereof.” 

To  the  relinquishment  of  what  “property  and 
territorial  rights ” did  this  treaty  allude,  if  it  was  not 
to  the  Crown  lands  (for  all  the  vacant  unsold  land 
was  claimed  as  such)  that  were  known  to  be  situ- 
ated within  the  limits  of  the  charters  of  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  New  York,  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia;  the  char- 
ters of  all  of  which  extended  westwardly  to  the 
South  sea  or  Pacific  ocean  ? New  York  had  an 
indefinite  claim  to  a part  of  the  northwestern  ter- 
ritory. 

Then,  under  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, which  met  the  entire  concurrence  of  the  thir- 
teen states,  Virginia  included,  the  United  States 
became  entitled  to  the  western  domain. 

This  right,  in  some  degree,  became  qualified  by 
the  acquiescence  of  the  general  government  in  the 
subsequent  act  of  cession  of  those  states  within 
whose  limits  the  unappropriated  lands  were  situa- 
ted. 

Georgia,  in  1802,  relinquished  lo  the  United 
States  her  western  lands,  comprising  now  the  en- 
tire states  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  excepting 


the  southern  portions  of  the  same,  which,  with 
East  Florida,  were  purchased  of  Spain  by  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  in  1819,  for  five  millions  of  dollars.  The 
articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Georgia  explicitly  declare  “ that  all 
the  lands  ceded  by  this  agreement  to  the  United 
States  shall,  after  satisfying  the  above-mentioned 
payment  of  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  the 
grants  recognised  by  the  preceding  conditions,  be 
considered  as  a common  fund,  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  United.  Slutcs,  Georgia  included,  and  shall  be 
faithfully  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no 
other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever.” 

The  cession  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  which  may 
he  considered  as  the  most  important,  from  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  territory  comprehended  within  the 
grant,  after  specifying  certain  conditions,  requiring, 
among  other  things,  the  United  States  to  reimburse 
the  expenses  which  Virginia  had  incurred  in  defend- 
ing the  territory,  explicitly  stales  that  the  lands  ce- 
ded “ shall  be  considered  as  a common  fund,  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as 
have  become,  or  shall  become,  members  of  the  con- 
federation or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  states,  Vir- 
ginia inclusive,  according  to  their  usual  respective 
proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure, 
and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of for  that 
purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever.” 

By  the  treaty  of  1803,  France  ceded  Louisiana 
to  the  United  States,  for  which  the  United  States 
agreed  to  pay  that  nation  fifteen  millions  of  dollars. 
Then,  viewing  the  public  lands  as  having  been  ac- 
quired by  conquest,  by  purchase,  or  by  cession,  there 
is  no  avoiding  the  conclusion  that  they  are  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  United  States,  in  which  each 
stale  has  an  interest  in  proportion  to  its  significance 
in  the  Union. 

The  clear  and  specific  language  of  the  acts  of 
cession  dissipates  every  vapor  and  shadow  of  doubt 
on  the  subject,  could  any  have  existed,  and  clearly 
shows  that  congress  has  no  other  power,  if  it  is 
true  to  its  trust,  as  an  agent  created  by  the  states, 
with  a specified  and  restricted  power,  than  to  dis- 
pose of  those  lands  to  create  “ a common  fund,”  for 
the  benefit  of  each  of  the  states  of  the  Union,  “ ac- 
cording to  their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure;”  and  that  the  pub- 
lic lands  can  only  “ be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  dis- 
posed of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or 
purpose  whatsoever.” 

It  must  be  apparent  to  all  that,  as  a common  pro- 
perty, designed  in  the  articles  of  cession  to  be 
granted  for  the  benefit  of  all  of  the  states,  and  not 
fur  the  partial  benefit  of  a part  of  the  states,  that  any 
mode  of  distribution  or  appropriation  which  is  par- 
tial in  its  tendency  operates  an  injustice  to  the  rest, 
in  direct  violation  both  of  the  language  and  inten- 
tion of  the  acts  of  cession.  So  far  as  they  have  been 
or  may  be  appropriated  for  objects  of  national  de- 
fence— so  far  as  they  have  been  sold  and  the  pro- 
ceeds paid  info  the  treasury,  the  government  has 
acted  faithfully;  but  so  far  as  they  have  been  ap- 
plied to  state,  and  not  national  purposes — so  far  as 
they  have  been  granted  to  particular  states,  for  spe- 
cific purposes,  when  they  might  have  been  granted 
for  the  like  purposes  to  all  the  states,  the  govern- 
ment has  acted  in  direct  violation  of  the  very  lan- 
guage and  spirit  of  the  compacts. 

The  government  has  acted,  in  its  unmeasured 
liberality  towards  the  western  states,  with  great 
injustice  (o  the  old  states;  an  injustice  which  is 
doubly  severe  upon  those  old  states  whose  limils 
are  comparatively  small,  and  whose  means  of  reve- 
nue are  not  very  great,  in  giving  immense  bounties 
of  the  public  domain,  for  specific,  and  local,  and 
state  purposes. 

The  government  has  given  fo  the  western  states 
one-thirty-sixth  part  of  the  public  lands,  for  the 
purposes  of  education  in  those  states  and  territo- 
ries in  which  the  lands  are  situated.  And  thus  lias 
been  carved  out  of  the  general  property  of  the  w hole 
nation,  which  congress  solemnly  pledged  itself  to 
appropriate  only  for  the  benefit  of  all,  this  vast 
amount  for  (he  local  and  exclusive  benefit  of  a part. 
Have  not  the  old  states  an  equal — I might  say  truly 
a superior— claim  to  a like  proportionate  appropri- 
ation of  the  public  property  for  the  same  purpose? 
Is  not  education  equally  as  important  in  one  region 
of  the  nation  as  it  is  in  another?  And  is  it  not  as 
expensive  in  the  old  as  it  is  in  the  new  states? 
Can  this  government,  I wiil  ask,  consider  itself  as 
acting  in  honest  and  just  faith  as  long  as  it  omits  to 
make  similar  appropriations  of  the  public  lands  to 
the  old  states,  for  purposes  of  education?  The  ap- 
propriations have  been  made  for  state,  not  national 
purposes;  they  were  of  a character  that  might  have 
been  made  to  all  the  states.  Is  it  in  good  faith  to 
restrict  them  to  a part  only? 

The  number  of  acres  which  the  government  has 
given  to  the  new  states  east  of  the  Mississippi 
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amounts  to  7,909,903.  If  the  same  policy  be  pur- 
sued with  the  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi,  (as 
it  ou°-ht  to  be,  provided  it  be  extended  to  the  old 
states  also,)  the  number  of  acres  which  will  be  ap- 
propriated in  that  region  will  be  6,666,666  ;*  mak- 
ing an  aggregate  of  14,576,569  acres,  which,  at  two 
dollars  per  acre,  will  make  the  enormous  amount  of 
$29,153,133,  givpn  exclusively  to  a particular  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  from  the  common  property  of 
the  nation. 

This  calculation  is  placing  the  land  at  the  low 
price  of  two  dollars  per  acre,  (much  of  it  has  sold 
for  ten  dollars,  and,  intrinsically,  on  an  average,  it 
is  worth,  I believe,  more  than  five;)  and  Seybert  has 
shown  that,  before  the  reduction  of  the  government 
price.it  averaged  more  than  two  dollars  per  acre; 
which  will  make,  when  the  western  country  shall 
have  been  settled,  land  worth,  perhaps,  seventy  or 
eighty  millions  of  dollars  of  the  general  property  of 
the  nation,  which  congress  will  have  given  for  local 
state  benefits. 

In  addition  to  this  vast  amount  of  land  which  has 
been  given  to  the  western  states  for  purposes  of  ed- 
ucation they  have  received  two  and  a half  percent, 
on  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  large  grants,  for 
purposes  of  internal  improvements.  The  amount  of 
money  which  the  general  government  has  expended 
in  the  purchase  and  management  of  the  public  lands, 
including  interest  thereon  is  upwards  of  forty-nine 
millions  of  dollars.  In  1831,  it  was  $43,077,551, 
including  interest.  This  amount  has  been 
chiefly  paid  by  the  old  states,  and  much  of 
their  wealth  has  been  drawn  from  them,  while  the 
amount  of  money  which  had  been  paid  into  the 
treasury  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  up  to 
1831  is  but  $37,272,713;  therefore  the  national  trea- 
sury had  not,  at  that  time,  been  reimbursed,  by  in- 
cluding interest,  b}’  $10,804,838.  And  yet  this 
congress  is  gravely  asked — by  whom?  not  the  peo- 
ple; but  by  a few  honorable  members — to  reduce  the 
price  of  the  western  lands  ! 

Nor  should  congress  refuse  to  grant  to  the  old 
states  their  fair  distributive  share  of  the  public  lands 
for  the  purposes  of  education;  and,  if  they  are  true 
to  themselves,  they  will  insist  upon  the  grant.  Ma- 
ryland contains  8,960,000  acres;  at  the  ratio  of  one- 
thirty-sixth  part,  she  would  be  entitled  to  298,665 
acres;  which,  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  would  amount 
to  the  sum  of  $597,330,  as  a perpetual  fund  for  com- 
mon schools  and  academies.  United  with  her  pre- 
sent school  fund,  this  amount  would  enable  her  to 
diffuse  more  generally  the  benefits  of  education 
throughout  the  entire  s'ate.  By  the  adoption  of  such 
a policy,  the  like  benefits  would  result  to  every  state 
in  the  Union.  Pennsylvania  would  be  entitled  to 
995,732  acres,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  old  states  to  an 
amount  proportionate  to  their  limits.  But  I shall 
allude  to  this  subject  more  particularly  in  another 
part  of  my  remarks.  In  1821  the  legislature  of  Ma- 
ryland passed  the  following  resolutions  : 

“Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland,  That 
each  of  the  United  States  has  an  equal  right  to  partici- 
pate in  the  benefit  of  the  public  lands,  the  common 
property  of  the  Union. 

“ Resolved , That  the  states  in  whose  favor  congress 
have  not  made  appropriations  of  land  for  the  purposes 
of  education  are  entitled  to  such  appropriations  as  will 
correspond,  in  a just  proportion  with  those  heretofore 
made  in  favor  of  the  other  states.’’ 

Another  resolution  was  passed,  inviting  the  at- 
tention of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  to 
the  subject,  and  also  their  representatives  in  con- 
gress. 

These  resolutions  were  accompanied  by  a report 
from  Mr.  Maxcy  to  the  senate  of  Maryland,  which, 
for  clear,  irresistible  reasoning,  and  enlightened 
policy,  is  second  to  no  report  that  has  ever  been 
made  on  the  subject.  If  the  report  of  Mr.  Clay  (I 
mean  the  American  statesman)  on  the  subject  of 
the  western  lands  should  be  decided  as  more  able, 
it  would  be  for  the  reason  that  Plato  gave  why  one 
of  Demosthenes’s  orations  was  better  than  the  rest, 
“because  it  was  the  longest”  Most  of  the  states 
gave  favorable  responses  to  the  resolutions  of  Mary- 
land, and  the  subject  was  brought  before  congress. 
Congress  delayed  action,  upon  the  ground  that  to 
grant  lands  to  the  old  states  might,  for  the  time,  re- 
tard the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  and  derange, 
in  some  degree,  the  sinking  fund  system;  but  I will, 
before  I conclude,  allude  more  particularly  to  the 
propositions  and  reports  made  in  relation  to  the 
public  lands  as  a fund  for  education.  That  debt  has 
been  paid  off;  the  nation  is  free  from  debt;  so  that 
argument  cannot  be  now  used.  And  congress  should 
now  pay  a debt  of  gratitude— no,  sir,  not  a debt  of 
gratitude,  but  a debt  of  just-ice — to  the  old  states. 

* This  is  predicated  upon  the  calculation  that  Louisi- 
ana contains,  according  to  Mr.  Seybert’s  estimate 
200,000,000  acres;  but  it  contains  750,000,000  by  Sena- 
tor Clay’s  estimate,  which  would  more  than  double  the 
amount. 


Justice  is  all  that  they  ask,  and  it  is  what  they  have 
a right  to  require. 

I have  dwelt  much  longer  upon  this  branch  of 
the  subject  than  I had  intended;  and,  before  I pro- 
ceed to  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
which  relates  to  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  I will  make  a remark  or  two  upon  a 
portion  of  the  report  which  alludes  to  the  relative 
power  of  the  government  and  the  new  states,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain. 

The  report  states  “that  the  committee  do  not  pro- 
pose a discussion  of  the  question  whether,  in  the 
language  of  some  of  the  acts  of  cession  referred  to, 
the  new  states  have  been  admitted  into  the  union 
with  ‘the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and 
independence,  as  the  other  states,’  nor  whether 
there  is  strict  propriety  in  the  declaration,  to  be 
found  in  all  the  acts  and  resolutions  of  congress  for 
the  admission  of  new  states,  that  they  are  “admit- 
ted into  the  union  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the 
original  states,  in  all  respects  whatever.’  It  is  not 
now,  (the  committee  state,)  and  we  hope  it  never 
may  be  necessary  to  inquire  how  far  the  want  of  emi- 
nent domain,  the  power  to  dispose  of  or  tax  soil  with- 
in her  limits,  is  compatible  with  the  ‘sovereignty’  of  a 
state;  nor  to  show  that  the  original  states,  from  the 
time  of  their  independence,  and  at  the  date  of  the 
several  compacts,  had  that  right.” 

Then,  to  come  back  to  the  immediate  considera- 
tion nf  the  report:  The  committee  hold  that  the 
right  of  eminent  domain,  the  right  to  dispose  of  and 
to  tax  soil  are  essential  attributes  of  state  sovereignty. 
These  attributes  may  exist  in  a sovereign  state;  but 
to  make  these  (rowers  attach  to,  and  be  possessed 
by,  the  new  states,  pre-supposes  the  fact,  that, 
when  a state  is  admitted  into  the  union,  w ith  equal 
political  and  municipal  powers,  it  becomes,  by  that 
admission,  a sovereign  state.  It  might  be  saying 
too  much,  Mr.  Speaker,  though  I think  not,  to  as- 
sert that  there  is  not  absolute  sovereignty  in  either 
the  general  government  or  in  a state  government. 

This  feature  and  argument  of  the  report  are  pe- 
culiar. It  half  asserts,  half  yields,  the  right  of  a 
state  to  tax  and  dispose  of  the  national  properly 
within  its  limits,  and  dwells  upon  the  word  “ sover- 
eignty” with  much  stress.  The  ground  is  not  bold- 
ly taken  in  the  report,  that  the  power  of  the  wes- 
tern states  over  the  unappropriated  lands  is  para- 
mount to  the  authority  of  the  general  government, 
but  an  inference  is  clear  in  every  mind  that  an  at- 
tempt is  made  to  inculcate  such  a doctrine.  I 
know  that  the  bold  position  was  asserted,  a few 
years  ago,  by  the  chief  magistrate  of  Illinois,  (go- 
vernor Edwards.)  The  same  views  are  also  urged 
in  one  or  two  other  reports  which  have  been  made 
to  this  house;  and  1 have  before  me  resolutions  and 
an  address  from  a public  meeting  held  in  Indiana, 
unequivocally  asserting  it. 

Before  distinguished  members  on  this  floor  com- 
mit themselves  in  favor  of  such  doctrines,  I would 
warn  them  to  look  at  the  past.  Before  they  use 
their  powerful  names  in  urging  their  states  to  take 
such  rash  grounds,  I would  admonish  them  to  re- 
flect upon  the  results  of  all  the  controversies  which 
have  existed  between  state  decisions,  both  legisla- 
tive and  judicial,  and  those  of  the  national  legisla- 
ture and  judiciary;  to  examine  well  the  constitu- 
tion, and  the  powers  delegated  to  congress  and  the 
supreme  court  under  that  instrument. 

The  term  “state  sovereignty”  is  used  in  almost 
every  document  and  public  address,  as  if  it  were 
conceded  on  all  sides  that  each  of  the  states  of  this 
union  really  possessed  unqualified,  absolute,  na- 
tional authority  and  privileges.  If  I were  to  at- 
tempt to  explain  the  philosophy  of  the  error  (if  the 
terms  are  admissible)  which  controls  the  course  of 
so  many  gentlemen,  in  both  state  and  national 
councils,  in  their  interpretation  of  the  constitution, 
the  powers  of  the  general  government  and  the 
states,  I would  trace  it  to  theif  superficial  examina- 
tion of  the  subject;  to  their  adopting  the  opinions  of 
prominent  men  as  their  guides,  without  examining 
the  date  of  their  opinions,  and  the  attendant  circum- 
stances which  may  have  elicited  them.  Such  opin- 
ions are  often  found  to  be  contradictory  in  them- 
selves, yet  easily  reconcilable  with  the  times  and 
incidents  which  may  have  given  rise  to  them. 
Another  cause  of  error  is  the  omission,  on  the  part 
of  loo  many  public  men  of  the  present  day,  to  draw 
a distinction  between  the  limited  powers  given  to 
the  old  confederacy  arid  the  great  mass  of  powers 
reserved  at  that  time  by  the  states  -the  increased 
powers  given  by  the  present  constitution  to  the 
general  government,  and  the  more  limited  powers 
reserved  under  that  instrument  by  the  states.  They 
too  frequently  use  the  arguments  of  distinguished 
gentlemen  who  were  opposed  to  111 e adoption  of  the 
constitution,  as  the  true  rule  of  interpretation  after 
its  adoption.  They  use  the  arguments  of  those 
who  were  in  favor  of  the  old  confederacy,  as  proof 
that  the  states  should  have  all  the  powers  possessed 


under  it,  and  that  the  general  government, should  be 
as  impotent  as  the  old  confederacy;  not  sufficiently 
reflecting  that,  though  opposed  by  great  names,  the 
constitution  was  adopted,  and  became  potential, 
with  all  the  numerous  and  very  great  powers  in- 
grafted upon  it,  and  became  supreme  within  the 
scope  of  the  powers  delegated.  Such  gentlemen  do 
injustice  to  themselves,  as  well  as  injury  to  the 
fame  of  those  great  names  whom  they  quote. 

VI  greatly  respect  the  influence  of  authority,  but 
I venerate  in  a higher  degree  the  weight  of  argu- 
ment and  reason.  That  individual  who  takes  as 
his  political  creed  the  acts,  sayings,  and  writings, 
of  any  one  leading  politician,  from  youth  to  the 
grave,  through  every  vicissitude  of  government  and 
modification  of  policy,  may  spare  himself  much 
reading  and  reflection;  but  I much  question  if  he 
will  ever  be  able  to  render  himself  either  eminent 
or  useful.  Such  men  are  like  the  mildewed  and 
sickly  plants  that  vegetate  beneath  the  shades  of  the 
ample  oak,  bearing  neither  character  nor  name. 
They  may  creep  around  its  rough  trunk,  and  crawl 
to  some  weak  and  decayed  bough,  may  be  occa- 
sionally cheered  by  some  faint  sunbeam,  but  they 
give  no  strength,  and  only  obstruct  the  healthful  air 
from  the  noble  tree. 

I like  to  see  every  public  or  private  man  in  this 
nation  standing  erect,  like  the  native  forest  tree, 
and  proudly  supporting  himself.  It  is  such  men 
who  are  really  the  pillars  of  state. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  opposed  to  that  feature  in  the 
constitution,  before  its  adoption,  which  rendered 
the  president  eligible  for  re-election;  yet,  after  the 
instrument  was  adopted,  did  Mr.  Jefferson  refuse 
to  serve  a second  term  in  the  presidency?  All  know 
that  he  did  not. 

In  the  last  powerful  speech  which  Patrick  Henry 
made  in  the  Virginia  convention,  against  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution,  he  said,  if  the  constitution 
were  adopted,  “My  head,  my  hand,  and  my  heart, 
shall  be  free  to  retrieve  the  loss  of  liberty,  and  remove 
the  defects  of  that  system  in  a constitutional  way. 
I wish  not  to  go  to  violence,  but  will  wait  with  hope 
that  the  spirit  which  predominated  in  the  revolu- 
tion is  not  yet  gone,  nor  the  cause  of  those  who  are 
attached  to  the  revolution  yet  lost;  I shall,  there- 
fore patiently  wait,  in  expectation  of  seeing  that 
government  changed,  so  as  to  be  compatible  with  the 
safety,  libertv,  and  happiness,  of  the  people.” 

What  did  Patrick  Henry  say  after  the  constitu- 
tion was  adopted?  When  his  own  beloved  Virgi- 
nia was  arraying  hersc-lf  against  the  laws  of  con- 
gress, Patrick  Henry,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  quit 
his  repose  and  his  retirement,  to  become  a candi- 
date for  a seat  in  the  state  legislature,  in  order  to 
oppose  the  course  of  his  state.  In  his  address  to 
the  people  he  said:  “If  ever  you  recur  to  another 
change,  you  may  bid  adieu  forever  to  representa- 
tive government.  You  can  never  exchange  the  pre- 
sent government  but  for  a monarchy.” 

Luther  Martin  made  an  address  to  the  legisla- 
ture of  Maryland,  stating  with  unparralleled  power 
and  ability  why  he  had  in  convention  opposed  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  which,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  is  much  the  ablest  paper  ever  written 
against  the  adoption  of  the  constitution;  but  he  did 
not  hesitate,  as  all  well  know  who  have  read  his 
many  masterly  arguments,  to  give  all  of  the  provi- 
sions in  that  instrument,  after  its  adoption,  a ration- 
al and  effective  construction. 

Under  the  old  confederacy  congress  was  not  au- 
thorized to  adopt  an  efficient  system  of  revenue;  it 
could  levy  quotas  on  the  states,  hut  could  not  en- 
force their  observance.  It  was  fettered  as  to  com- 
merce; and,  in  the  language  of  chief  justice  Jay, 
“prior  to  the  date  of  the  constitution,  the  people 
had  not  any  national  tribunal  to  which  they  could 
resort  for  justice;  the  distribution  of  justice  was 
then  confined  to  state  judicatories,  in  whose  insti- 
tution and  organization  the  people  of  the  other 
states  had  no  participation,  arid  over  whom  they 
had  not  the  least  control.  There  was  then  no  ge- 
neral court  of  appellate  jurisdiction,  by  which  (lie 
errors  of  state  courts,  affecting  either  the  nation  at 
large  or  the  citizens  of  any  other  state,  could  be 
revised  and  corrected.  Each  state  was  obliged  to 
acquiesce  in  the  measure  of  justice  which  another 
state  might  yield  to  her  or  to  her  citizens;  and  that, 
even  iir  cases  where  state  considerations  were  not 
always  favorable  to  the  most  exact  measure. — 
T.  here  was  danger  that  from  this  source  animosities 
would  in  time  result;  and,  as  the  transition  from 
animosities  1o  hostilities  was  frequent  in  the  history 
of  independent  states,  a common  tribunal  for  the 
termination  of  controversies  became  desirable,  from 
motives  both  of  justice  and  of  policy. 

Prior  also  to  that  period  the  United  States  had,  by 
taking  a place  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  be- 
come amenable  to  the  laws  of  nations;  and  it  was 
their  interest,  as  well  as  their  duty,  to  provide  that 
those  laws  should  be  respected  and  obeyed.  In 
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their  national  character  and  capacity  the  United 
States  were  responsible  to  foreign  nations  for  the 
conduct  of  each  state,  relative  to  the  laws  of  na- 
tions and  the  performance  of  treaties;  and  there 
the  inexpediency  of  referring  all  such  questions  to 
state  courts,  and  particularly  to  the  courts  of  de- 
linquent stales,  became  apparent.  While  all  the 
states  were  bound  to  protect  each,  and  the  citizens 
of  each,  it  was  highly  proper  and  reasonable  that 
they  should  be  in  a capacity  not  only  to  cause  jus- 
tice to  be  done  to  each,  and  the  citizens  of  each, 
but  also  to  cause  justice  to  be  done  by  each,  and 
the  citizens  of  each;  and  that  not  by  violence  and 
force,  but  in  a stable,  sedate,  and  regular  course  of 
judicial  procedure.” 

In  more  than  one  hundred  instances  have  the 
courts  of  the  union  decided  upon  the  acts  and  claims 
of  the  various  states;  and  of  that  number  fifteen 
were  of  Maryland — more  than  from  any  other  state 
in  the  union;  and,  of  all  the  old  states,  Delaware, 
which  was  the  first  to  adopt  the  constitution,  is,  I 
believe,  the  only  exception;  and  in  every  case  the 
decision  of  the  national  courts  has  been  sustained. 

Massachusetts  pronounced  the  embargo  uncon- 
stitutional; Pennsylvania  opposed  the  excise  law; 
Connecticut  denied  that  her  militia  should  be  com- 
manded in  time  of  war  by  officers  appointed  by  the 
national  executive;  Maryland  and  Ohio  sought  to 
tax  the  branches  of  the  United  States  Bank;  Ken- 
tucky set  up  her  land  laws;  yet  each  and  all  were 
quieted  by  the  decision  of  the  national  tribunals. 
Pennsylvania  had  her  forces  in  the  field,  yet  the 
national  laws  and  authorities  prevailed.  More  re- 
cently one  of  the  southern  states  arrayed  herself 
against  the  laws  of  congress.  I allude  to  these  his- 
torical facts  in  no  spirit  of  unkindness,  but  as  his- 
torical facts  that  teach  a salutary  warning.  Nor 
do  I wish  to  range  over  so  expansive  a debate  as 
arose  on  Foot’s  famous  land  resolutions  in  the  sen- 
ate, where  the  whole  doctrine  of  state  interposition 
and  state  sovereignty  was  discussed  for  months, 
with  an  ability  never  surpassed  by  any  deliberative 
assembly.  But,  as  an  American,  I cannot  regret 
that  that  discussion  was  had;  I do  not  regret  it, 
because  it  elevated  the  American  name  without 
destroying  the  American  union,  and  opened  a new 
and  brilliant  leaf  in  the  volume  of  American  genius. 

It  was  a conflict,  in  my  apprehension,  more  sub- 
lime than  the  warring  of  contending  elements.  It 
was  a conflict  of  mind,  where  mind  met  and  sub- 
dued mind.  The  occurrence  to  which  I allude 
formed  a new  epoch  in  the  history  of  this  nation, 
and  presented  a spectacle  of  the  highest  sublimity. 
I do  not  use  the  word  “sublimity”  in  the  august 
sense  of  bookmen:  of  old  ocean,  when  the  elements 
fret  its  vast  bosom  into  fearful  terror;  of  the  grand 
prarie  on  fire,  which  forces  the  heavens  to  reflect 
its  lurid  light,  and  fills  the  mind  with  an  idea  of 
immensity  of  flame;  of  the  pale  and  blue  mountain 
crag,  which  lifts  its  aspiring  head  to  the  heavens, 
as  if  to  defy  the  terror  of  the  lightning  and  the 
thunders;  nor  of  the  wild  and  headlong  cataract, 
which  precipitates  itself  from  the  fearful  height 
above,  to  the  abyss  below,  dashes  its  angry  waters 
into  foam,  and  hangs  its  spray  and  ils  rainbow  in 
the  heavens,  as  a trophy  of  its  awful  power  and 
sublimity.  I have  seen  all  this;  but  there  is  a sub- 
lime spectacle  which  has  struck  me  with  more  pe- 
culiar force,  and  one  which  reminds  me  more  of 
the  influence  and  power  of  Daniel  Webster’s  great 
speech  on  that  memorable  occasion.  It  is  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Missouri  and  the  Mississippi,  or  the 
silent  meeting  of  the  Ohio  with  the  Mississippi. 
There  is  no  awful  terror  there  which  astonishes  re- 
flection, no  dreadful  noise  that  subdues  the  senses; 
but  you  see  the  meeting  of  mighty  waters;  you  see 
a vast  river  swallowing  up,  without  commotion, 
vast  rivers;  you  see  that  great  “father  of  waters” 
flowing  on  in  sullen  and  silent  grandeur,  as  if  it  re- 
ceived no  aid,  as  if  it  were  unconscious  that  there 
were  other  streams.  You  are  not  amazed  at  its 
breadth,  nor  its  depth,  but  you  are  awed  at  its 
quiet,  sublime  silence  and  power.  Your  mind  is 
not  alarmed  or  astonished,  but  forced  to  reflect. 
It  is  thrown  into  a new  and  endless  world  of  medi- 
tation. You  behold  a stream  which  has  flown  on 
from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  and  will  roll  on 
through  all  time,  which  defies  the  control  of  all 
human  power,  and  is  the  same,  unchanged  and  un- 
changeable. Such  was  the  moral  power  of  the 
speech  to  which  I allude — its  calm  and  unostenta- 
tious power,  its  moral  sublimity,  which  bore  down 
all  resistance,  and  forced  its  influence  through  all 
the  channels  of  human  thought.  The  doctrine  of 
state  supremacy  had  spread  from  town  to  county, 
from  county  to  county,  and  from  state  to  state.  It 
rolled  on  like  mighty  waters,  overleaping  their 
banks,  from  south  to  north,  as  each  aspiring  wave 
strove  to  overreach  its  predecessor  in  the  anxious 
progress.  It  was  then  that  the  reproach  of  being  a 
north-man  was  thrown  upon  Daniel  Webster;  he 


was  accused — no  matter  how  wrongfully,  he  was 
still  accused — with  having  been  an  accessary  of 
the  Hartford  convention,  which  was  charged  with 
having  had  the  design  of  a dissolution  of  the  union: 
in  the  same  breath  he  was  called  a consolidationist, 
and  a federalist,  and  an  onposer  of  the  war.  Un- 
der such  a cloud  of  prejudice  he  rose  in  his  senate 
place,  and  by  a mighty  effort  of  mind,  such  as  his- 
tory furnishes  but  one  parallel  to,  in  its  influence 
upon  a nation,  and  that  the  master  effort  of  the  great 
Cicero,  he  dashed  back  the  angry  waters  to  their 
fountains,  to  flow  on  in  future  in  their  usual  and 
well-defined  courses.  It  was  a victory  more  glo- 
rious than  any  won  on  the  battle-field' — a victory 
without  carnage.  It  was  the  triumph  of  intellect 
controlling  intellect,  and  staying  physical  hostili- 
ties by  the  moral  force  of  reason  and  the  sublime 
eloquence  of  wisdom. 

'file  hero  chief  of  the  presidency,  who  had  added 
lustre  to  the  arms  of  his  country,  and  covered  his 
brow  with  perennial  laurels  amid  the  savannas  and 
morasses  of  the  south;  who  had  defeated,  on  the 
plains  of  New  Orleans,  Wellington’s  gallant  sol- 
diers of  the  peninsula,  iron-willed  as  he  was,  was 
subdued  by  that  speech,  and  became  ultra,  as  all 
sudden  converts  do.  He  sent,  after  that  speech, 
his  proclamation  abroad,  more  ultra  national  than 
Webster’s  speech,  and  never  thought  more  of  pub- 
lishing General  Haynes’s  able  speech  in  letters  of 
gold. 

In  the  days  of  Cicero  there  were  one  hundred 
and  fifty  of  the  speeches  of  Cato,  the  censor,  ex- 
tant; and  although  he  flourished  less  than  a century 
before  the  former,  yet  Cicero  asks,  in  his  dialogue, 
“what  living  or  lately  deceased  orator  has  read 
them?”  I might  ask,  though  it  would  not  be  in 
place,  how  many  of  the  orators,  who  figure  in  the 
present  age,  will  find  a reader  in  the  next — who 
will  search  out,  and  read,  their  evanescent  produc- 
tions on  constitutional  construction  and  policy  of 
government.  By  the  bill  of  the  eminent  statesman 
of  the  west,  a salutary  compromise  united  the  whole 
south  in  its  support,  and  quieted,  it  could  be  hoped, 
all  collisions  betu'een  state  and  national  jurisdic- 
tion. 

Daniel  Webster’s  speech,  and  Henry  Clay’s  com- 
promise bill,  should  gain  each  the  gratitude  of  in- 
dividuals most  immediately  interested  in  that  con- 
test, and  of  the  nation.  What  has  been  the  effect 
upon  individuals,  is  not  my  province  to  inquire. 
It  is  true  that  Rochefouoault  has  a maxim,  that 
“ whenever  you  do  an  individual  a service  beyond 
his  power  to  repay  you,  he  is  sure  to  become  your 
enemy,  in  order  to  cancel  the  obligation.”  I will 
let  others  judge  of  its  truth,  if  it  is  true,  and  make 
its  application,  if  it  has  any.  But  I fear  I have  di- 
gressed somewhat  from  the  subject,  and  will  return 
to  its  examination. 

The  federal  government  has  less  power  than  the 
houses  of  parliament  in  England.  The  latter  are 
governed  by  no  fixed,  written  constitution.  The 
common  law  of  usage  regulates,  in  some  degree, 
the  sphere  of  their  actions;  and  the  vagueness  of 
their  power,  undefined  and  uncontrollable,  (for  the 
veto  has  become  obsolete,)  is  asserted,  nor  will 
either  house  define  the  limits  of  its  power. 

The  general  government  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  other  hand,  has  been  shorn  of,  or  rather  not 
allowed,  absolute  and  unlimited  power.  The  con- 
stitution is  the  rule  of  action — giving  to  the  general 
government  strictly  defined  and  limited  powers, 
and  general  discretionary  powers,  on  specific  sub- 
jects, to  be  exereised  or  not,  in  the  wisdom  of  the 
law-making  power.  There  are,  moreover,  inhibi- 
tory powers  mentioned  in  the  constitution,  which 
the  government  may  not  exercise;  yet  uncontrolled 
sovereignty  would  not  be  absolute  without  the 
power  to  exercise  them.  “No  bill  of  attainder  or 
ex  post  facto  law  shall  be  passed.” — Sec.  ix.  The 
general  government  has  not  absolute  sovereign 
power  granted  it  under  the  constitution;  but  that 
instrument,  on  the  contrary,  has  circumscribed  and 
limited  its  power,  beyond  which  it  cannot  operate. 

In  the  language  of  chief  justice  Marshall,  “The 
general  government,  though  limited  as  to  its  ob- 
jects, is  supreme  with  respect  to  those  objects.” 

The  states  have  reserved  to  them,  in  the  consti- 
tution, all  the  powers  which  they  have  not  ex- 
pressly granted  and  delegated  to  the  general  gov- 
ernment; consequently,  whenever  a law  may  be 
enacted  by  a state  legislature,  which  is  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  constitution,  or  which  may  conflict  with 
that  instrument,  the  supreme  court  is  the  arbitrator, 
and  the  law  is  declared  void;  for  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 

Chief  justice  Marshall  has  said,  in  the  case  of 
McCulloch  vs.  the  state  of  Maryland: 

“If  the  controlling  power  of  the  states  be  established, 
if  their  supremacy  as  to  taxation  he  acknowledged, 
what  is  to  restrain  their  exercising  this  control  in  any 
shape  they  may  please  to  give  it?  Their  sovereignty 


is  not  confined  to  taxation.  That. is  not  the  only  mode 
in  which  it  might  be  displayed.  The  question  is,  in 
truth,  a question  of  supremacy;  and,  if  the  right  of  the 
states  to  tax  the  means  employed  by  the  general  gov- 
ernment be  conceded,  the  declaration  that  the  consti- 
tution and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof  shall  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land  is  empty  and  unmeaning 
declamation  ’’ 

A sovereign  state  can  have  a standing  army — 
may  lay  imposts,  duties,  and  may  levy  war  against 
a foreign  state  or  government;  and  no  state  is  sove- 
reign that  cannot  exercise  these  essential  attributes 
of  sovereignty:  yet  all  the  states  are  expressly  in- 
hibited from  doing  so  by  the  constitution.  They 
have  yielded  up  those  powers  to  the  general  gov- 
ernment. Then,  a state,  to  be  sovereign,  must 
first  destroy  the  constitution,  and-rebel  successfully 
against  it.  The  right  of  revolution  is  not  a consti- 
tutional right,  but  is  an  instinctive,  natural  right, 
overrulling  all  written  law.  Whilst  all  admit  that 
doctrine  against  intolerable  oppression,  as  a der- 
nier resort,  none  are  willing,  because  none  think  it 
necessary,  to  resort  to  it:  Instead  of  the  sword  to 

settle  domestic  differences,  the  American  people 
appeal  to,  and  use  successfully,  the  moral  artillery 
of  reason. 

“ Sovereignty ,”  like  the  word  “same,”  is  used  in 
the  Virginia  and  other  acts  of  cession  in  a relative, 
comparative,  and  conventional  sense.  With  other 
restricted  rights  of  “sovereignty”  of  the  states  is 
that  to  “dispose  of  or  tax  the  soil”  of  the  United 
States  within  the  limits  of  the  western  states. 
There  are  no  derelict  lands  in  the  western  states. 
What  is  not  owned  by  the  states,  or  has  not  been 
purchased  from  the  United  States  by  individuals, 
or  given  away  by  the  United  States  for  specific 
purposes,  is  owned  by  the  United  States,  for  which 
the  general  government  has  given  a valuable  con- 
sideration. Are  the  forts  in  the  old  States,  which 
are  owned  by  the  government,  taxed  for  state  pur- 
poses? They  are  not.  Are  they  more  the  property 
of  the  government  than  the  lands  for  which  the 
| government,  has  paid  a greater  amount  of  money? 

The  distinction  should  be  borne  in  tnind,  for  it 
is  obvious,  between  the  right  of  jurisdiction  and 
the  right  of  soil.  The  municipal  influence  of  a 
state  pervades  its  entire  limits.  The  right  to  seize 
upon,  and  appropriate,  the  soil  or  property  of  the 
general  government,  cannot  be  exercised  by  any 
state  in  the  union.  Then,  if  the  western  states  de- 
sire the  land  of  the  United  States  within  their 
limits,  and  are  unwilling  to  effect  their  wishes  by 
violating  the  law  and  the  principle  of  the  deca- 
logue, they  must  possess  it  by  purchase;  and  I will 
not  deny  their  right  to  purchase,  as  individuals  do, 
the  public  lands,  and  on  the  same  conditions.  That 
condition  of  the  act  of  congress  which  exempts  the 
land  from  taxation  for  five  years  after  it  has  been 
sold  is  looked  upon  as  injurious  to  the  interest  of 
the  western  states.  That  condition  was  annexed 
upon  the  ground  that  it  would  benefit  the  western 
states,  by  holding  out  inducements  for  the  indus- 
trious and  enterprising  to  immigrate  and  settle  the 
public  lands.  Nor  do  I doubt  that  it  has  had  that 
effect,  in  a very  great  degree.  But  if  any  honora- 
ble trans-Alleghany  member  thinks  otherwise,  and 
should  desire  to  have  that  condition  removed,  as 
one  of  the  representatives  from  an  old  state,  I am 
free  to  avow  my  entire  willingness  to  vote  for  a 
bill  to  effect  that  object. 

The  same  year  that  Virginia  passed  the  act  of  ces- 
sion, congress  passed  a resolution  which,  among 
other  conditions,  after  regulating  the  manner  in 
which  the  northwestern  territories  should  be  admit- 
ted into  the  union  as  states,  has  this  condition  clear- 
ly set  forth: 

“Provided  that  both  the  temporary  and  permanent 
government  be  established  (in  the  state  admitted)  on 
these  principles  as  their  basis: 

1.  That  they  shall  forever  remain  a part  of  this  con- 
federacy of  the  United  States. 

2.  That  they  shall  be  so  subject  to  the  articles  of  con- 
federation in  all  those  cases  in  which  the  original  states 
shall  be  subject,  and  to  all  the  acts  and  ordinances  of 
the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  conformably 
thereto. 

2.  That  they  shall  in  no  case  interfere  with  the  primary 
disposal  of  the  soil  by  the  United  States  in  congress  as 
sembled,  nor  with  the  ordinances  and  regulations 
which  congress  may  find  necessary  for  securing  the 
title  in  such  soil  to  the  bona  fide  purchasers. 

4.  That  they  shall  be  subject  to  pay  a part  of  the 
federal  debts  contracted,  or  to  be  contracted,  to  be  ap- 
portioned on  them  by  congress,  according  to  the  same 
common  rule  and  measure  by  which  apportionments 
thereof  shall  be  made  on  the  other  states. 

5.  That  no  tax  shall  be  imposed  on  lands,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  United  Stales. 

6.  That  their  respective  governments  shall  be  repub- 
lican. 

7.  That  the  lands  of  non-resident  proprietors  shall  in 
no  case  be  taxed  higher  than  those  of  residents  within 
any  new  state,  before  the  admission  thereof  to  a vote  by 
its  delegates  in  congress.’’ 
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The  necessity  for  reducing  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  can  only  be  made  manifest  by  showing  that 
the  price,  as  established  at  present,  is  higher  than 
the|real  value  of  the  lands,  and  for  that  reason  the 
sales  are  comparatively  limited,  and  the  settlement 
of  them  greatly  retarded.  Has  any  such  proof  been 
offered?  None  that  I have  read  or  heard.  But,  on 
the  contrary,  the  history  of  the  settlement  of  the 
western  lands  illustrates  the  unparalleled  liberality 
of  the  general  government  to  that  region  of  country; 
and  the  rapid  advance  of  the  new  states  to  wealth, 
their  rapid  increase  of  population,  and  unprecedent- 
ed prosperity,  are  proofs  unanswerable  that  the 
western  states  have  not  the  shadow  of  a cause  to  re- 
proach the  government  for  want  of  liberality. 

To  thp  clear  understanding  of  this  subject,  it  is 
proper  to  recur  to  the  past,  and  examine  the  pre- 
sent prices  of  the  western  lands,  with  the  relative 
effects  which  those  prices  have  had  upon  the  old 
and  the  new  states. 

At  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war  the  general 
government  commenced  the  present  system,  and  es- 
tablished two  dollars  as  the  price  which  should  be 
given  per  acre  for  all  the  public  land  which  was  not 
disposed  of  at  public  sales,  and  allowed  a liberal 
time  for  the  purchaser  to  make  payment. 

In  1820  the  government  thought  it  advisable  to 
abolish  the  credit  system,  and  to  require  that  the 
purchase  money  should  be  paid  in  hand  at  the  time 
of  making  the  purchase;  in  consideration  of  which 
the  price  was  reduced  to  $1  25  per  acre,  and  the 
sections  were  divided  into  smaller  allotments;  so  that 
with  fifty  dollars,  a purchaser  might  be  enabled  to 
procure  forty  acres  of  good  land  in  perpetuity,  with 
a title  never  to  be  questioned. 

What,  let  me  ask,  has  been  the  operation  of  this 
policy?  Has  it  been  the  aggrandizement  of  the  old 
states,  and  the  tardy  settlement  of  the  new  states? 
No  voice  will  utter  such  a belief;  for  the  very  re- 
verse is  the  fact. 

Has  the  amount  of  sales  augmented  or  diminished? 
By  the  report  of  the  commissioner  of  the  general 
land  office,  sent  to  this  house  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  January  30,  1833,  tables  B aud  A give  the 
amount  sold  each  year. 

B. 

Exhibit  of  the  quantity  of  land  entered  under  the  credit- 
system  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1820,  ( which  includes 
the  lands  subsequently  relinquished  and  reverted  to  the 
United  States  under  the  various  laws  passed  for  the 
relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public  land,)  and  the  amount 
contracted  to  be  paid  by  the  purchasers  thereof. 


A. 


Exhibit  of  the  quantity  of  public  land  sold,  the  amount  paid  by  the  purchasers  thereof  and  the  payments  made  into 
the  Treasury  on  account  of  the  sales  of  public  land,  from  the  earliest  period  of  the  sales  to  the  '30th  Sept.  1837. 


Year. 


In  1796,  1797,  1800 
1801 
1802 
1303 
1801 

1805 

1806 
1S07 
1808 

1809 

1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1314 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 
1819 

To  30th  June,  *1820 
From  1st  July,  1820 
1821 
1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

To  30th  Sept.  1837 


Received  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 

in  1836  

Ditto,  in  1837  - 

Total  - 


Year. 

Acres  sold. 

Amount  con- 
tracted to  be 
paid  by  pur- 
chasers. 

1787 

72.974.00 

$117,108  24 

1792 

1,165,440.00 

832,549  06 

1796 

_ 

43,446.61 

100,427  53 

1801 

_ 

393,640.45 

834,887  11 

1802 

_ 

310,009.77 

680,019  54 

1803 

_ 

183,068.43 

398,161  28 

1804 

. 

373,611.54 

772,851  95 

1805 

. 

619.266.13 

1,235,953  22 

1806 

. 

473,211.63 

1.001,358  02 

1807 

. 

359,011.79 

733,273  29 

1808 

- 

213,472  12 

459,230  31 

1809 

- 

231,044.98 

550,655  03 

1810 

. 

235,879.41 

502.382  13 

1311 

- 

283.930  31 

614,324  58 

1812 

_ 

536.537.40 

1,149,536  46 

1813 

- 

270,241.43 

621,199  44 

1814 

_ 

864,536.53 

1,784.560  95 

1815 

- 

1,120,233.64 

2.310,189  91 

1816 

- 

1,622  830.06 

3,537.273  83 

1317 

2,159,372.43 

5,022,409  84 

1818 

- 

2,401.844.60 

7,209,997  42 

1819 

- 

5,475,648.17 

17,681,794  37 

30th  June,  1820 

- 

518,500.80 

1,465,283  94 

19,965  758.23 

$49,680,427  13 

The  above  shows  the  quantity  of  land  entered,  and 
the  purchase  money  thereof,  from  the  earliest  period, 
annually,  to  the  30tli  of  June,  1820,  without  regard  to 
their  subsequent  reversion  to  the  United  States,  or  their 
subsequent  relinquishment  to  the  United  States  under 
the  several  relief  laws.  The  nett  quantity  of  land  actu- 
ally sold  or  retained  by  the  purchasers  under  the  credit 
system  is  13.648,615.43  acres;  and  the  nett  amount  paid 
is  627,905,099  76;  which  amounts  are  put  down  in  ta- 
ble A as  the  “quantity  of  lanibsold,’’  and  the  “amount 
paid  by  purchasers,”  from  the'  earliest  period  to  the  30th 
June,  1820. 

The  lands  sold  from  1787  to  1796,  inclusive,  are  the 
lands  sold  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  land  office,  to 
J ohn  Cleves  Symmes,  the  Ohio  company,  and  to  indi- 
viduals, at  public  sales  held  in  New  York  and  Pitts- 
burg. 


Quantity  of  land 
sold — acres. 


13,648,645.43 
303,404.09 
781,213.32 
801,226.18 
653,319,52 
749,323.04 
893,461.69 
848,082.26 
926.727.76 
965,600.36 
1,244,860.01 
1.929,733.79 
2,777,856.88 
2,462,342.16 
3 856,227.56 
4,653,218.71 
12,564.473.85 
20,074,870.92 
4,885,462.97 


75,025,055.50 


Amount  paid  by 
purchasers. 


$27,905,099 
424  972 
1.169,224 
1,023,267 
850,136 
953,799 
1,205,068 
1,128,617 
1.318,105 
1,221,357 
1.572.863 
2,433,432 
3.557,023 
3,115,376 
4,972.284 
6,099,981 
15,999,804 
25;  167,833 
6,127,418 


$106,245,656  88 


Amount  paid  into 
tile  Treasury. 


$100,783  59 
163,125  01 
183,628  02 
165,975  69 
437  526  79 
540,193  80 
765,245  73 
466,103  27 
647,939  06 
442,252  33 
696,548  82 
1.040,237  53 
710,427  78 
835,655  14 
1 135,971  09 
1,287,959  28 
1,717.985  03 
1,331,226  06 
2,606,564  77 
3,274,422  78 

+ 1,635,871  61 

1.212,966  46 
1,803,531  54 
916.523  10 
984,418  15 
1,216.090  56 
1,393:785  09 

1.495.815  26 
2,018,308  75 
1 517,175  13 
2,329,356  14 

3.210.815  43 
2,623,381  03 
3,967,631  55 
4,857.600  69 

11.757,610  75 

24,641,979  86 
5,644,021  09 


$94,496,543  81 

235,200  00 
6,200  00 


$94,737,943  81 


*End  of  credit  system. — (See  table  B.) 

tThis  amount  is  the  aggregrate  of  payments  into  the  treasury  for  the  year  1820,  under  the  cash  and  cred 
system.  Such  aggregate  is  also  exhibited  for  the  subsequent  years. 


These  facts  rebuke  into  silence  ever}'  idea  that  the 
policy  of  the  government  is  illiberal,  or  that  the 
price  of  the  public  land  is  too  high;  it  cannot  be, 
when  the  demand  for  land  in  the  west  so  rapidly 
augments. 

What  are  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of 
those  lands? 

Forty-seven  years  ago  the  entire  population  west 
of  the  Allegany  mountains  hardly'  amounted  to 

Increase  of  the  population  of  the  United  Stales  in  ten- 
years. 


States. 

Per  cent, 
increase. 

Square 

miles. 

Population 
in  1330. 

Maine 

33.9 

32,628 

399,437 

New  Hampshire 

- 

10.4 

9,491 

295,328 

Vermont  - 

- 

19.0 

10,212 

230,657 

Massachusetts 

- 

16.6 

7,500 

610,408 

Rhode  Island 

- 

17.0 

1,340 

97,199 

Connecticut 

- 

8.2 

4,764 

297,675 

New  York 

- 

39.4 

46,035 

1,913,603 

New  Jersey 

- 

15.6 

8,320 

320  823 

Pennsylvania 

- 

28.4 

44,000 

1,348,233 

Delaware  - 

- 

5.5 

2,120 

76,748 

Maryland 

- 

9.7 

13,950 

447,040 

Virginia  - 

- 

13.7 

6 4,000 

1.211,405 

North  Carolina 

- 

15.6 

48,000 

737,937 

South  Carolina 

- 

15.7 

28,000 

531  135 

Georgia  - 

_ 

51.5 

62,000 

516,823 

Alabama  - 

- 

141.6 

46  000 

309  527 

Mississippi 

- 

80.1 

45,760 

136,621 

Louisiana 

- 

40.7 

48,220 

215,739 

Tennessee 

- 

62.7 

40,000 

631,003 

Kentucky 

- 

22  1 

42,000 

687,917 

Ohio 

_ 

61.2 

39,128 

935,834 

Indiana  - 

- 

132.1 

37,000 

343,031 

Illinois 

- 

185.4 

52,000 

157,445 

Missouri  - 

- 

110.4 

63,000 

140,455 

Michigan 

- 

250.1 

40,000 

31,639 

Arkansas 

- 

113.3 

- 

30.383 

Florida 

- 

- 

45  000 

34,730 

Dis.  of  Columbia 

" 

20.1 

100 

39,834 

100,000  souls.  That  region  of  country  is  now  the 
home  of  nearly  4,000,000  of  people;  whilst  the  old 
states  have  increased  within  that  period  at  a rate  of 
about  15  per  cent,  every  ten  years,  the  new  states 
have  augmented  in  population  at  the  rate  of  33  per- 
cent. iri  the  same  period.  The  new  states  have  in- 
creased with  more  than  double  the  rapidity  of  the 
old  stales,  and  some  of  them  at  more  than  quadruple 
the  rate  of  many'  of  the  old  states. 

Has  it  been  the  mere  result  of  accident  that  the 
old  states,  with  their  superior  situations  for  agricul- 
ture, commerce,  and  manufactures,  which,  more 
than  any  thing  else,  will  throw  a dense  population 
in  the  cities  contiguous  to  or  connected  with  the 
ocean,  should  be  so  far  outstripped  in  their  ad- 
vance to  wealth  and  population  by  the  new  states? 
Or  bos  it  not  been  an  effect  growing  out  of  and  con- 
sequent upon  the  policy  of  the  government,  in  dis- 
posing of,  at  so  low  a price,  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States,  and  thereby  inviting,  by  the  strong- 
est inducements,  the  population  of  the  old  states 
to  emigrate  from  them  and  to  settle  on  the  cheap 
and  fertile  lands  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi? 

The  ravages  of  the  revolutionary  struggle  im- 
paired the  agricultural  interests  of  the  old  states, 
and  the  consequences  growing  out  of  it  exhausted 
the  fertility  of  the  soil  in  a very  great  degree. 

To  support  the  armies  of  the  revolution,  and  lo 
pay  the  heavy  quotas  and  taxes  which  were  levied 
upon  them,  compelled  the  farmers,  those  few  who 
were  not  under  arms,  to  adopt  that  mode  of  culti- 
vation which  was  cheapest  and  least  laborious,  but 
the  most  ruinous  to  the  soil.  They  were  compelled 
to  pitch  crop  after  crop,  in  rapid  succession,  in  the 
same  fields,  to  supply  the  urgent  wants  of  the  army, 
and  to  enable  them  to  pa.y  the  enormous  taxes  as- 
sessed upon  them.  The  consequence  was,  that  all 
the  fresh  lands  became  impoverished,  the  virgin 
soil  exhausted,  and  the  land  almost  worthless  lor 
culture. 

The  farmers  had  no  time  to  wrest  their  lands 
from  repeated  exhaustion,  or  to  supply,  by  extra- 
neous means  of  compost  and  the  minerals,  the  ve- 
getable crops  which  they  annually  took  from  them. 
Peace,  which  brought  independence  to  our  nation 
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and  repose  to  our  army , brought  neither  repose  nor 
rest  to  the  fields  of  the  farmer.  A national  debt  ol 
some  two  hundred  millions,  and  state  debts  of  most 
onerous  amounts,  were  to  be  paid,  and  paid  chiefly 
by  the  agricultural  industry  of  the  country.  This 
compelled  the  farmers  to  persist  in  that  ruinous 
mode  of  cultivation  which,  to  supply  pressing  and 
urgent  demands,  was  impoverishing  the  whole  face 
of  the  country.  Then  were  opened  to  market,  by 
the  general  government,  the  rich  and  extensive 
lands  of  the  Mississippi  valley,  and  at  the  low  price 
of  $2  per  acre.  Its  consequences  were  felt  by  all 
the  old  states,  and  more  especially  by  Maryland 
and  those  states  whose  situations  were  marked  with 
the  like  peculiarities.  Maryland  had  furpished  her 
most  abundant  share  in  men  and  money  to  defend 
the  western  lands,  as  well  as  the  general  liberty  of 
the  colonies.  The  treaty  of  peace  had  surrendered 
those  lands  to  the  United  States,  as  a common  pro- 
perty; yet  congress  accepted  the  acts  of  cession  of 
Virginia  and  Georgia,  paid  the  troops  ol  the  former 
as  a condition  of  cession,  and  paid  the  latter  several 
millions  of  money.  Thus  have  many  of  the  old 
states  first  fought  for  those  lands,  and  then  pur- 
chased them  of  the  s'ate  and  of  foreign  govern- 
ments; yet  some  of  the  old  states  have  not  only  to 
pay  all  the  state  debts  incurred  out  of  their  own 
state  coders,  but  to  pay  the  troops  that  defended 
these  very  western  lands.  Maryland  is  called  on 
every  year  to  pay  revolutionary  claims;  and  all 
this  comes  chiefly  from  the  agricultural  interest  of 
the  state;  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  the 
lands  of  that  state  are  taxed  most  heavily;  indeed, 
the  land  taxes  in  Maryland  are  higher  than  in  any 
state  in  the  union.  Then,  what  recompense  do 
those  devoted  states  receive  for  paying  those  vast 
amounts,  in  having  their  soil  impovei ished  and  their 
lands  highly  taxed?  Does  the  government  adopt  a 
policy  which  will  improve  the  value  of  lands  in  the 
old  states,  or  which  will  justify  the  farmer  in  incur- 
ring- the  onerous  expense  of  enriching  his  greatly 
exhausted  lauds?  No,  sir;  such  has  not  been  the 
policy  of  the  government.  It  lias  been  the  policy 
of  the  general  government  to  oiler  inducements  to 
the  people  of  the  old  states  to  abandon  their  farms 
and  to  let  them  lie  waste;  to  tell  the  emigrant  that 
liberty  is  won  by  the  men  and  money  of  the  old 
states,  and  that  he  can  now  reap  its  benefit,  whilst 
they  have  paid  the  cost.  It  has  been  to  tell  the 
stranger  that  we  will  give  you  benefits  which  shall 
not  be  enjoyed  by  any  patriotic  citizen  of  the  old 
states,  unless  lie  leave  tile  home  of  his  childhood 
and  the  state  of  his  nativity. 

The  citizens  of  the  old  states  have  found  it  to 
th air  advantage  to  dispose  of  their  lands  at  any 
price,  rather  than  incup  the  labor  and  expense  of 
enriching  them,  when  with  an  amount  sufficient  to 
enrich  ten  acres  of  land  long  in  cultivation,  they 
could  purchase  perhaps  fifty  acres  of  the  rich  lands 
in  the  west,  and  lands  exempt  from  the  burden  of 
taxation  for  five  years.  Yes,  one  increasing  tide 
of  emigration  is  setting  to  the  west,  leaving  the 
old  states,  where  taxes  are  high,  and  soil  less  pro- 
ductive and  less  cheap;  going  to  the  west  where 
land  is  rich,  taxes  low,  and  the  munificence  of  the 
general  government  carrying  education  to  every 
village  and  to  every  cottage.  The  sagacity  of  self- 
interest  has  induced  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  in- 
dustrious and  enterprising,  to  migrate  to  that  coun- 
try, where  homes  can  be  procured  for  a considera- 
tion so  small  that  it  requires  little  more  than  the 
will  to  possess  them,  to  be  owned  anil  occupied, 
and  but  moderate  industry  to-  make  them  yield  most 
abundantly.  The  reduced  price  of  the  fertile  lands 
of  lire  west  has  had  a tendency  of  reducing  the 
price  of  landed  estates  in  the  old  states.  Many 
portions  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  are  not  as  popu- 
lous now  as  they  were  thirty  years  ago.  Yes,  sir, 
the  picture  drawn  in  the  late  Virginia  convention, 
by  a distinguished  member  of  this  house,  [ge- 
neral Mercer,]  was  not  a mere  fancy  sketch  of  the 
present  impoverished  and  desolate  condition  of  the 
iower  counties  of  his  native  state,  when  compared 
with  their  former  wealth  and  population.  Those 
fields,  where  once  waved  the  golden  harvest,  aie 
now  a barren  waste;  those  mansions,  which  were 
once  the  abode  of  chivalry,  refinement,  anil  gene- 
ral hospitality,  are  now  “as  desolate  as  (he  dwelling 
of  Moina;”  and  the  wild  beasts  have  returned  from 
the  mountains  to  find  a shelter  amid  the  thickets  of 
their  ancient  hiding  places.  Should  any  member 
on  this  floor  doubt  these  things,  one  hour’s  ride 
from  this  c i ty , into  either  Maryland  or  Virginia, 
will  give  him  proofs  of  the  melancholy  reality. — 
Yes,  sir;  you  may  look  from  the  balustrades  of  this 
edifice,  or  ascend  its  lofty  dome,  and,  ranging  your 
view  into  the  Maryland  or  Virginia  side  of  the 
Potomac,  see  lands  thus  contiguous  to  the  capilal 
of  the  nation  which  can  be  bought  for  three  or  four 
dollars  per  acre;  some  have  been  sold  within  the 
last  year  for  less  than  three  dollars  per  acre.  The 


sparse  inhabitants,  though  patient  and  laborious, 
find  that,  even  with  the  most  rigid  economy  and 
frugality,  wealth  does  not  augment,  and  that  their 
most  untiring  industry  must  be  applied, 

“To  force  n reluctant  soil  to  yield 
Them  bread.” 

These  lands  were  originally  productive,  but  have 
become  exhausted,  from  the  causes  which  1 have 
already  assigned.  To  enrich  them  would  require 
an  expense  of  fifteen  or  twenty  dollars  per  acre; 
an  expense  which  but  few  w ill  encounter  (and  but 
few  are  able)  as  long  as  they  can  purchase,  at  the 
low  rate  of  $1  25  per  acre,  rich  and  fresh  lands  on 
the  navigable  rivers  of  the  west,  which  will  \ lelil 
more  abundantly. 

I will  invite  the  attention  of  the  house  to  a pas- 
sage of  the  report,  which,  I think,  and  I believe  it 
can  be  shown,  assumes  a false  position: 

“The  government  of  the  llniled  States  ” says  the  re- 
port, "is  probably  the  only  vender,  either  of  land  or  any 
o-her  property,  that  holds  tic  most  inferior  quality  of  any 
article  at  Ike  same  price  v:irh  the  best.  II  an  individual 
were  to  maintain  that  all  domestic  animals  of  a given 
species  were  of  die  same  value,  how  inconsistent  would 
he  appear?  If  a merchant  were  to  refuse  to  sill  kersey 
at  any  lower  price  than  lie  could  obtain  the  superfine 
broadcloth,  his  conduct  would  certainly  be  deemed  ut- 
terly absurd.  Yet  there  is  not  greater  absurdity  in  ei- 
ther of  these  propoti  ions  than  there  is  in  maintaining 
that  land  of  ever;/  quality  is  worth,  or  should  command, 
the  same  price.’’ 

“But  give  me  a foothold,”  said  one  of  old,  “and 
I will  move  the  world.”  Grant  the  gentleman’s 
premises,  and  I will  admit  that  there  is  some  plau- 
sibility in  his  conclusion;  but  I utterly  deny  that  it 
is  a fact  that  the  “government  holds  the  most  inferior 
quality  of  the  public  lands  at  the  same  price  with 
the  best.” 

This  leads  to  a more  particular  inquiry  into  the 
mode  adopted  by  congress  for  the  sale  of  the  pub- 
lic lands.  Prior  to  1S20,  those  lauds  which  were 
not  sold  at  auction  at  above  $2  per  acre  could  be 
entered  by  purchasers  for  that  sum,  to  be  paid  in 
four  equal  annual  payments;  the  first  within  forty 
days,  and  the  three  other  payments  within  two. 
three,  and  four  years,  after  date  of  purchase.  No 
interest  was  to  be  charged  if  punctually  paid,  and 
a discount  of  eight  per  cent,  w as  made  by  the  go- 
vernment if  the  purchaser  paid  cash;  so  that,  by 
prompt  payment,  the  price  would  be  reduced  to  1 
64  per  acre,  anil  the  purchaser  was  allowed  to  pur- 
chase any  amount  above  a quarter  of  a section  ol 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  The  present  law 
permits  sales  of  an  eighth  of  a section,  and  esta- 
blishes a minimum  price  of  $1  25,  which  is  required 
to  be  paid  in  hand.  But  before  any  land  is  liable 
to  private  entry  at  the  price  of  $1  2:5  per  acre,  it 
must  have  been. first  offered  at  public  sale. 

The  lands  arc  now  first  offered  at  public  vendue, 
exposed  to  fair  competition,  and  not  unfrequently, 
instead  of  $ 1 25  per  acre,  they  bring  five  and  ten 
times  that  amount.  By  the  recent  sales  of  the  lands 
on  Red  river,  within  the  last  three  years,  they  have 
sold  as  high  as  from  twelve  to  thirteen  dollars  per 
acre;  and  yet  wo  are,  with  these  undeniable  facts 
before  us,  told  that  the  government  asks  as  much  lor 
her  worst  lands  as  she  does  for  her  best. 

By  the  report  of  the  commissioner  of  (he  Gene- 
ral Land  Office,  which  is  appended  to  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  public  lands  of  the  twenty- 
third  congress,  it  will  appear  that,  in  three  years, 
beginning  with  1326,  there  were  sold  413,607  acres 
of  public  land  in  Alabama,  for  $'576,037;  making 
the.  land  sold  average  $'  1 39.3  per  acre,  which  is 
considerably  more  than  the  government  rate,  as 
fixed  at  the  minimum  juice;  and  yet,  with  that  evi- 
dence appended  to  the  report, the  committee  gravely 
asserts  that  the  government  holds  all  of  its  lands  at 
the  same  price.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the 
committee  complains  that  the  price  of  the  public 
land  is  too  high;  and,  as  proof,  he  exhibits  the  fact 
that  some  hundred  millions  of  acres  have  been  sur- 
veyed, and  remain  unsold.  This  may  be  true;  but 
it  does  not  establish  a clear  inference  that  the  price 
is  too  extravagant,  because,  in  the  space  of  some 
twenty  or  thirty  years,  the  whole  western  forest 
has  not  been  made  to  yield  lo  cultivation,  and  to 
swarm  more  redundant  with  population.  If  Ihe 
ratio  of  the  increase  of  population,  as  contrasted 
with  the  old  States,  were  to  be  regarded  as  a cri- 
terion of  the  relative  prosperity  o!  the  several  re- 
gions of  the  union,  I think  that  I have  already 
shown  that  the  new  states  have  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint. Most  clearly  it  would  leave  an  inquisitive 
reader  a better  ground  to  judge  of  Ihe  reasonableness 
of  the  committee’s  com  pi  n i nt  of  a want  of  ready 
sale  of  the  western  lands,  if  it  had  favored  us  with 
an  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  (he  public  lands 
which  have  been  annually  sold  in  the  west,  rather 
than  the  aggregate  amount  of  acres  which  is  slill 
in  market.  And  if  the  committee  bail  shown  that 
the  sales  were  annually  diminishing  in  quantity, 


then,  possibly,  some  cause  of  complaint  might  ex- 
ist against  the  policy  of  the  government.  But 
whin  the  glaring  fact  is  known  to  all,  who  are  anx- 
ious to  know  it,  that  the  salts  are  annually  increas- 
ing beyond  the  most  cre’dulous  expectation,  1 lliink 
that  t:  ose  complain  without  cause  or  reason  who 
< barge  the  guvernmi  nt  with  a want  of  liberality  to 
Ihe  new  slates.  lire  progressive  augmentation  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  has  been  rapid  to  all 
extent  which  aw  aliens  surprise  in  the  mind  of  every 
n fleeting  individual.  All  the  public  lands  sol’ll 
prior  lo  17S7  were  but  72,9-17  acres.  The  gover  n- 
ment has  sold  within  the  last  year  more  than 
2,000,6(10  of  acres.  Then,  when  it  is  made  mani- 
fest that  the  rapid  increase  of  lire  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  lias  been  beyond  all  expectation,  and  only 
surpassed  by  Ihe  more  rapid  augmentation  of  the 
population  in  those  new  stales,  it  must  be- undenia- 
ble that  Ihe  liberality  of  the  government  lias  been 
as  munificent  to  the  new  states,  as  their  complaint 
of  the  measures  and  policy  of  the  government  to- 
wards them  is  ungenerous  and  unjust. 

Still  vve  are  told  that  the  juice  of  the  public  lands 
is  too  high.  It  we  were  to  apply  the  tiite  maxim 
of  the  factor,  that 

“The  worth  of  a thing 
Ts  what  it  will  bring,” 

(which  I will  readily  grant  is  a good  maxim,  when 
applied  to  Ihe  productions  of  the  workshops,  when 
the  supply  bears  a just  proportion  to  the  demand, 
but  w Inch  is  not  so  strictly  applicable  (o  land,  when 
t lie  supply  is  more  than  commensurate  with  the 
demand,)  its  price  should  be  controlled  in  a great 
degree  by  the  value  of  the  productions  w Inch  it 
may  yield. 

I have  shown  that  the  increase  of  saks  and  the 
increasing  demand  for  lands,  prove  that  the  land  is 
regarded  as  fully  worth  the  price  which  the  got  ern- 
merrt  has  established.  I am  fully  convinced  that 
the  maxims  of  polical  economy  are  less  to  be  con- 
sulted in  the  present  investigation,  because  they 
are  too  frequently  the  mere  refinements  of  theory, 
which  will  net  always  accord  with  practical  re- 
sults, than  the  illustrations  from  actual  experience, 
which  easily  lead  to  just  and  reasonable  conclu- 
sions. 

[to  be  concluded.] 


NEW  YORK  POLITICS. 

Mr.  Camereleng’s  letter  to  the  democratic 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE. 

Gentlemen:  In  accepting  the  nomination  you 
have  tendered  me  in  behalf  of  the  committee,  1 
should  not  duly  appreciate  my  obligatious  to  our 
democratic  friends,  were  I to  allow  the  occasion  to 
pass  without  expressing  m3'  sincere  thanks  lor  the 
repeated  evidences  of  their  confidence.  It  was  my 
desire,  as  is  well  known  to  many  ol  them,  not  again 
to  be  a candidate  for  congress;  and,  under  other 
circumstances,  1 should  have  declined  a nomina- 
tion. But  w hen  important  questions  are  pending 
and  the  struggle  is  severe,  should  your  selection  be 
approved  by  our  friends,  I should  be  unworthy 
their  confidence  were  I to  shun  the  contest  or  to 
allow  personal  considerations  to  induce  me  lo  dis- 
regard my  public  duty. 

Having  been  denounced  with  unusual  asperity 
for  the  course,  which  I thought  the  best  and  per- 
manent interesls  of  my  country  required  me  to 
pursue,  justice  to  you,  gentlemen,  and  to  all  who 
have  hitherto  honored  me  with  their  confidence,  de- 
mands of  me  some  defence  of  the  conduct  arid  rnea- 
suresof  the  late  and  present  adminisfi ation,  which 
1 hav  e zealously  supported. 

It  has  been  the  uniform  policy  of  our  opponents, 
who  consider  themselves  the  exclusive  friends  of 
trade,  to  ascribe  every  adverse  commercial  vicissi- 
tude to  the  administration.  The  recent  revulsion 
and  suspension  of  specie  payments,  afforded  them 
an  opportunity  to  make  a political  use  of  a com- 
mon calamity;  old  charges  were  revived,  and  the 
failure  of  every  speculation  was  attributed  to  the 
measures  of  govern  merit.  It  had  wantonly  tramp  led 
on  trade  in  its  contest  with  the  Bank  of  ihe  United 
States;  harshly  exacted  specie  in  the  collection  of 
nun  revenue;  recommended  a financial  experiment 
fatal  to  all  credit,  and  produced  a reuiision  through- 
out the  commercial  world.  The  mere  coincidence 
of  commercial  and  political  events  gave  plausibility 
to  thrsc  charges;  and,  in  a moment  of  Senera!  alarm, 
the  opinions  of  some,  who  1-ad  before  acted  with  us, 
were  for  a time  suspended.  Aided  by  such  extraor- 
dinary circumstances,  our  opponents  gained  a tem- 
porary advantage.  The  storm  is  however  past;  our 
country  is  again  rising  with  its  wonted  prosperity; 
and  the  lime  has  now  arrived,  when  we  may  can- 
didly submit  every  question  to  the  (aim  and  just 
judgment  of  our  fellow  citizens. 

The  contest  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  most  unprofitably  continued  for  six  years 
through  (he  efforts  of  the  opposition.  It  would 
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have  terminated  in  1332  had  the  bank  and  its  friends 
redeemed  their  pledges.  In  that  year  the  petition 
for  the  renewal  of  its  charter  was  presented,  in  or- 
der, as  the  memorial  stated,  that  an  early  decision 
might  be  made  to  afford  “the  institution  as  much 
time  as  possible”  to  wind  up  its  concerns  and  “to 
aid  the  community  in  seeking  new  channels  of 
business  and  by  gradual  and  gentle  movements,  to 
press  with  the  least  inconvenience  on  the  great  in- 
terests connected  with  it.”  In  the  debate  upon  the 
question,  Mr.  Webster  said  “if  the  measure  cannot 
now  be  carried,  not  only  a prudent  regard  to  its 
own  interests,  but  the  highest  duty  to  the  country, 
ought  to  lead  the  bank  to  prepare  for  the  termina- 
tion of  its  career” — he  added,  “It  is  now  two  years 
and  a half  since  the  president  invited  the  attention 
of  congress  to  this  subject.  That  invitation  has 
been  more  than  once  repeated.  Every  where  the 
subject  has  been  considered;  every  where  it  has 
been  discussed.  The  public  interest  now  requires 
our  decision  upon  it  and  the  public  voice  demands 
that  decision.”  The  bill  was  vetoed.  The  re- 
election  of  the  president  immediately  after  by  an 
increased  vote,  and  the  return  of  a majority  of 
members  against  the  renewal  of  its  charter,  finally 
decided  the  fate  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Here  ,the  question  would  have  rested  had  the  bank 
redeemed  its  pledge  and  proceeded  to  wind  up  its 
concerns.  But  it  was  not  deemed  for  the  interest 
of  that  institution  or  of  the  opposition,  to  acquiesce 
in  the  decision  of  the  majority.  The  discipline  of 
adversity  might  oblige  the  country  to  reverse  that 
decision,  and  the  bank  commenced  “the  gradual 
and  gentle  movement”  of  curtailing  its  loans  some 
twenty  millions  in  a few'  months.  This,  with  the 
inflammatory  speeches  in  and  out  of  congress,  pro- 
duced the  panic  of  1334.  Failing  in  this  experi- 
ment, and  in  order  more  effectually  to  sustain  the 
solemn  declaration  of  Mr.  Webster,  that  “the  high- 
est duty  to  the  country  ought  to  lead  the  bank  to 
prepare  for  the  termination  of  its  career”  it  rapidly 
increased  its  loans  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  The 
effect  of  this  sudden  counter-movement  was  elec- 
trical. Every  bank  and  every  trader  in  the  union 
was  in  motion;  and  the  consequent  immense  specu- 
lations increased  the  violence  of  a revulsion,  which 
might  otherwise  have  been  an  ordinary  vicissitude 
of  trade.  This  last  “gradual  and  gentle  movement” 
was  more  successful,  and  not  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  The  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, the  disordered  exchanges  and  the  wreck  of 
trade,  were  all  urged  as  evidences  of  the  necessity, 
not  of  renewing  its  charter,  but  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a new  national  bank.  The  party  advo- 
cating such  an  institution  was  gaining  strength, 
and  its  friends  were  at  last  encouraged  with  the 
prospect  of  success.  But  they  were  destined  to  be 
again  disappointed.  After  all  this  seven  years 
war  upon  the  late  and  present  administration;  after 
these  experiments  upon  trade,  with  the  panic  of 
1834  and  the  disastrous  revulsion  of  1837 — in  the 
very  hour  of  promise  and  of  hope,  they  were  sud- 
denly thrown  all  aback  by  the  following  declaration 
of  their  own  party  in  their  recent  address  to  their 
friends  in  this  state: 

“We  deny  that  the  opponents  of  the  present  admin- 
stration  are  in  any  way  committed  to  the  support  of  a 
national  bank,  or  that  there  is  any  evidence  or  reason 
to  believe  that  they  desire  the  establishment  of  one, 
and  much  less  that  they  are  in  favor  of  renewing  the 
charter  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Slates.  The  op- 
position is  composed  of  persons  entertaining  widely 
dissimilar  views  on  this  subject.  Many  doubt  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  congress  to  establish  a bank;  many 
believe  that  its  establishment  would  be  productive  of 
more  evil  than  good,  particularly  in  the  dissentions  it 
would  perpetuate;  many  believe  that  the  state  banks 
are  competent  to  all  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  while 
there  are  doubtless  many  who  consider  one  or  more  na- 
tional institutions  absolutely  essential.  No  project  of 
the  kind  is  before  the  people  or  before  congress.’’ 

The  eulogy  upon  Jefferson,  in  the  former  address, 
cc'uld  not  have  astonished  our  opponents  of  the  old 
school  more  than  this  sudden  and  unceriinonious 
renunciation  of  their  ancient  principles.  “ Many  ” 
of  them  now  “doubt  the  constitutional  power  of 
oongress  to  establish  a bank;”  “many  believe  that 
ts  establishment  would  be  productive  of  more  evil 
than  good,”  and  they  gravely  assure  their  friends 
that  there  is  “ no  prospect  of  the  kind  before  the  peo- 
ole  or  before  congress  !”  Such  is  the  reward  of 
trade  for  its  immense  sacrifices  in  connecting  itself 
with  the  stormy  fortunes  of  party.  Let  those 
whose  memorials  now  lie  upon  the  tables  of  congress, 
iraying  for  the  establishment  of  a national  bank, 
ay  whether  there  is  “no  project  of  the  kind  be- 
ore  the  people  or  before  congress,”  and  decide 
vhich  party  has  wantonly  trifled  with  the  interests 
if  trade. 

This  retrograde  movement  of  the  New  York  divi- 
ion  of  the  oppositron  may  be  readily  accounted  for. 
’he  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  chartered 


under  the  erroneous  impression  that  without  its  aid 
specie  payments  could  not  be  restored.  When  the 
recent  suspension  occurred,  we  were  again  told  that 
our  banks  could  never  resume  until  a similar  na- 
tional institution  was  established.  The  bankers  of 
this  state  were,  however,  of  a different  opinion;  and 
although  strenuously  opposed  by  those  who  would 
have  sacrificed  the  welfare  of  the  country  to  the  in- 
terests of  party,  they  not  only  resumed  specie  pay- 
ments without  the  aid  of  a national  bank,  but  they 
compelled  the  banking  institutions  of  other  slates  to 
follow  their  just  example.  The  opposition  can 
therefore  no  longer  advocate  such  an  institution  on 
this  obviously  fallacious  ground.  Besides,  our  new 
banking  law  has  rendered  New  York  wholly  inde- 
pendent of  state  or  federal  legislation. 

We  now  enjoy  the  right,  of  which  we  never  should 
have  been  deprived,  of  increasing  our  banking  capi- 
tal with  the  growth  of  our  wealth  and  commerce. 
We  want  no  formidable  institution  to  agitate  banks, 
and  alarm  trade,  through  the  magnitude  and  uncer- 
tainty of  its  operations.  We  desire  that  our  law- 
makers, state  and  federal,  will  confine  themselves 
to  their  high  national  duties,  and  never  again  under- 
take to  regulate  exchanges  and  banking.  These 
should  be  left,  here  and  every  where,  to  the  superior 
wisdom  and  perpet ual  action  of  trade,  which  can 
alone  regulate  the  one,  by  adjusting  the  balances  be- 
tween states,  and  the  other,  by  judiciously  appor- 
tioning capital  among  the  various  branches  of  indus- 
try. 

Equally  unfounded  is  the  cha  ge  against  the  late 
administration  of  having  convulsed  trade  in  the  four 
quarters  of  the  globe,  by  merely  refusing  to  sell  our 
public  lands  for  the  notes  of  banks,  which  our  oppo- 
nents had  most  prophetically  warned  us  would  sus- 
pend specie  payments.  The  vast  amount  of  respon- 
sibilities of  the  suspended  houses  in  this  country  and 
Great  Britain  most  unfortunately,  but  abundantly, 
proved  that  trade  had  itself  laid  the  broadest  foun- 
dation ever  known  for  a calamitous  vicissitude,  and 
that  its  occurrence  was  inevitable. 

The  most  extraordinary  charge  is,  however,  made 
against  the  present  administration.  It  refused  to 
collect  our  revenue  in  depreciated  bank  notes  after 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments.  The  crisis  was 
alarming.  Banks  and  trade  weie  prostrated;  the 
public  submitted  to  a violation  of  its  laws;  and  state 
governments,  yielding  to  the  panic,  sanctioned  mea- 
sures indirectly  affecting  every  statute  regulating  the 
obligation  of  contracts.  The  times  required  in  our 
national  councils  men  of  enlarged  views — statesmen 
who  had  the  sagacity  to  foresee  the  consequences  of 
imbecility;  the  firmness  to  maintain  tile  constitution; 
patriotism  to  hazard  their  popularity  for  the  puhlic 
good;  and  wisdom  to  confide,  fearlessly,  in  the  ulti- 
mate justice  of  their  country.  Such  fortunately  we 
had,  and  their  wise  decision  saved  us  from  a total  de- 
rangement of  our  federal  currency,  and  a violation 
ot  our  constitution.  To  secure  a result  so  essential 
to  the  welfare  of  all  interests  should  have  been  the 
primary  and  common  object  of  all  parties.  Such, 
however,  was  not  the  opinion  of  our  adversaries. 
Their  hopes  sprang  out  of  the  general  distress,  the 
disorder  of  our  exchanges,  and  the  subversion  of  our 
local  currencies.  Without  another  experiment,  trade 
would  naturally  revive,  and  all  their  encouraging 
hopes  would  be  destroyed. 

The  administration  was  accordingly  denounced 
for  not  receiving  what  no  prominent  man  dared  to 
propose — the  depreciated  paper  of  some  nine  hun- 
dred banks.  Had  it  yielded  and  collected  our  reve 
nue  in  the  currencies  of  six  and  twenty  states,  trade 
would  have  been  agitated  and  specie  payments  post- 
poned lor  years.  Our  opponents  wonid  have  tri- 
umphed, arid  iti  1342  we  should  have  been  placed 
under  the  dominion  of  the  formidable  bank  proposed 
by  Mr.  Clay,  concentrating  amt  consolidating  all 
the  powers  of  our  state  and  federal  executives,  di- 
recting and  controlling  the  whole  capital  of  the 
union.  But  those  in  power  understood  equally  well 
tile  designs  of  the  opposition  leaders  and  the  course 
which  would  best  promote  the  permanent  interests 
of  the  country.  They  fit  inly  maintained  the  laws, 
and,  in  spite  of  the  strenuous  efforts  and  sanguine 
hopes  of  tile  opposition  our  local  currencies  were  ad- 
justed, confidence  was  restored  and  prosperity  re- 
vived. Whatever  may  have  been  the  opinions  of 
some  none  can  now  candidly  review  the  past,  and 
justly  withhold  their  approbation  of  (lie  conduct  of 
the  administration  at  that  interesting  crisis  in  our 
national  affairs. 

Not  satisfied  with  these  repeated  abortive  experi- 
ments upon  the  presumed  ignorance  of  the  country, 
another  H as  attempted  alter  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  and  the  virtual  dissolution  of  the  union 
between  the  government  and  the  banks.  The  pre- 
sident recommended  various  measures  adapted  to 
our  new  condition,  and  designed  to  insure  the  safety 
of  the  public  money;  to  relieve  trade  from  its  unpro- 
fitable connexion  with  our  finances,  and  to  protect 


the  treasury  from  future  embarrassment.  Instead  of 
discussing  these  questions  in  a spirit  of  patriotism, 
and  aiding  us  by  their  councils  in  devising  some 
remedy  for  our  financial  difficulties,  the  panic  policy 
was  again  renewed.  An  attempt  was  made,  by  both 
divisions  of  the  opposition,  (o  alarm  the  public  mind 
by  fearful  predictions  of  ruin  to  the  credit  system; 
popular  appeals  about  two  currencies;  and  the  ad- 
ministration was  gravely  charged  with  deliberately 
designing  to  reduce  our  country  to  Spartan  barbar- 
ity, with  all  tlie  luxuries  of  “ black  broth  and  iron 
money.” 

Tins  last  experiment  having  signally  failed,  we 
may  now,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  dispense  with  such  very 
argumentative  appeals  and  submit  the  proposed  mea- 
sures to  the  sober  consideration  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
who  have  all  a deep  interest  ill  liie  safety  of  our  re- 
venue, the  stability  of  trade,  and  tile  permanent  in- 
dependence of  our  treasury.  Depositing  our  public 
money  in  banks,  specially  or  otherwise,  can  never 
prevent  frauds  by  our  own  officers.  We  are  obliged 
to  employ  them  in  collecting  our  revenue,  and  to 
confide  in  them,  as  we  have  always  done,  whether 
our  deposites  were  made  in  either  ol  tile  United  Slates 
banks  or  in  the  state  banks.  Every  dollar  was  un- 
der their  control,  and  the  amount  which  they  after- 
wards transferred  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  ol  the 
United  States  depended  entirely  upon  their  integrity. 
The  proposition  to  direct  the  very  officers  who  have 
possession  of  the  public  money,  to  deposite  it  in 
banks  to  protect  the  treasury  from  their  own  frauds, 
is  obviously  absurd.  Such  is  not  the  remedy  for  the 
defect  in  our  laws.  We  have  always  improperly 
permitted  the  same  officers  lo  furnish  statements  of 
the  revenue,  to  receive  and  control  it.  It  was  thus 
not  in  the  power  of  the  treasury  fo  detect  fraud  un- 
til long  after  it  might  have  been  committed.  To 
correct  this  error,  and  (o  guard  the  revenue  from  loss 
both  by  public  officers  and  banks,  the  president  pro- 
posed, where  it  could  not  be  protected  by  adequate 
bonds,  to  empioy  the  officers  of  our  mints  and  four 
receivers  general  to  receive  and  keep  the  public 
money.  The  statements  of  the  revenue  accruing 
and  received,  would  then  be  furnished  by  different 
officers,  and  the  secretary  would  be  able  to  detect 
errors  or  irauds:  while  the  proposed  supervision  and 
actual  examination  of  (lie  money  and  accounts  of  (he 
keepers  of  the  revenue,  by  oilier  and  equally  respon- 
sible officers,  would,  as  far  as  law  could,  prevent  de- 
falcations in  future.  For  want  of  this  judicious  mo- 
dification of  our  laws,  our  treasury  depends  now,  as 
it  lias  always  done,  entirely  upon  the  honesty  ol  our 
officers. 

Tlie  future  stability  of  trade  depends  very  much 
upon  preventing  the  banks  from  employing  the  pub- 
lic money.  No  considerations  of  mere  convenience, 
or  of  nominal  security  to  the  treasury,  can  indem- 
nify tlie  mercantile  community  for  its  losses  and  em- 
barrassments arising  from  its  dependence  upon  the 
ever  changing  revenues  of  a government  which  is, 
alternately  and  suddenly,  a great  lender  and  a great 
borrower.  Our  recent  and  severe  experience  lias 
produced  a general  conviction  that  this  reform,  at 
least,  should  be  made.  Botli  houses  of  congress 
agreed  on  this  point.  When  that  decision  was 
made,  the  whole  question,  both  as  to  the  custody  and 
medium  of  our  deposites,  was  virtually  surrendered; 
for  whether  the  banks  keep  our  money  or  we  keep 
their  paper  in  our  own  own  vaults — whether  tlie 
debt  exisls  in  one  form  or  another — their  discounts 
will,  as  heretofore,  increase  and  diminish  with  tlie 
revenues  of  government.  Whether  tlie  daily  pay- 
ments into  the  treasury  are  made  in  bank  notes  im- 
mediately convertible  is  of  no  special  importance. 
Such  an  authority,  with  proper  limitations,  should  be 
.given  lor  the  accommodation  of  tlie  public  debtors, 
and  may  be  so  without  detriment  to  tlie  treasury,  or 
violating  the  principle  of  separation.  But  it  is  ot 
the  utmost  importance  that  tlie  balances  in  our  depo- 
sitories should  not  consist  of  banknotes.  Tiie  pro- 
positions as  to  the  character  and  custody  of  our  sur- 
plus are  inseparable.  If  either  is  abandoned,  the 
whole  object  of  the  separation  is  defeated.  It  we 
part  with  tlie  custody  of  tlie  public  money,  or  keep 
tlie  banks  indebted  to  government  in  any  form,  we 
perpetuate  tlie  embarrassments  of  trade,  by  making 
it  dependant  on  our  lluctuating  treasury  balances. 

The  paramount  financial  objects  of  the  separation 
are  to  protect  government  and  (o  secure  a common 
medium  and  standard  for  our  confederacy  of  states. 
This  a question  of  loo  much  importance  to  be  post- 
poned upon  light  grounds.  All  interests  are  con- 
cerned in  the  speedy  adoption  of  measures  designed, 
not  only  to  give  greater  stability  to  c.edit,  but  to  se- 
cure permanently  for  our  country  that  medium  and 
standard  by  which  the  commerce  and  property  ot 
the  world  are  regulated.  It  is  obvious  that  the  notes 
of  nine  hundred  banks,  acting  under  the  authority 
of  six  and  twenty  states,  cannot  be  relied  upon  either 
as  a medium  or  standard.  To  adopt  them  perma- 
nently in  tlie  collection  of  our  taxes  would,  in  every 
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revulsion,  lead  to  anarchy  in  our  finances;  lor,  so 
fur  as  our  revenue  is  concerned,  it  would  be  a virtual 
dissolution  of  our  constitutional  compact.  Such  a 
medium  ought  not  to  be  desired  by  any  state,  and 
certainly  not  by  those  whose  currencies  are  least  de- 
preciated by  vicissitudes  in  trade.  That  these  will 
be  repeated  is  evident;  and  it  is  equally  certain,  that 
under  our  banking  system,  however  it  may  be  in  our 
quarter  of  the  union,  specie  payments  cannot  be  per- 
manently maintained  in  new  and  rapidly  growing 
states,  producing  our  most  valuable  export,  and  liable 
to  extraordinary  fluctuations  in  exchange.  Out  trea- 
sury should  be  protected  from  and  rendered  wholly 
independent  of  such  embarrassments  in  future,  by 
the  adoption  of  some  medium  not  liable  to  deprecia- 
tion. Various  substitutes  for  specie  have  been  pro- 
posed. From  one  quarter  we  have  a proposition  to 
establish  a national  bank,  for  government  use,  whose 
notes  shall  be  receivable  for  revenue  and  payable 
for  disbursements  every  where.  In  other  words,  to 
authorize  an  indirect  and  perpetual  issue  of  the  pub- 
lic credit,  substantially  irredeemable,  for  the  exclu- 
sive benefit  of  the  stockholders  of  a banking  corpora- 
tion. From  another  quarter  it  is  proposed  to  issue 
treasury  notes,  without  interest  and  irredeemable, 
receivable  and  payable  for  public  purposes.  Be- 
tween these  two  modes  of  abusing  the  credit  of  go- 
vernment and  violating  the  constitution,  and  the  pro- 
position to  keep  the  balance  in  the  treasury  in  specie, 
we  shall  be  compelled  ultimately  to  choose;  lor  the 
periodical  embarrassment  of  our  finances,  through 
the  use  of  our  local  currencies,  will  not  be  tolerated. 

The  alarm  about  the  use  of  specie  by  govern- 
ment is  without  foundation.  When  and  where  bank 
notes  are  redeemable  on  the  spot  in  gold  or  silver, 
they  will  be  undoubtedly  used,  for  the  convenience 
of  trade,  in  the  current  transactions  of  the  treasury 
But  in  tolerating  the  receipt  of  their  paper  we  must 
not  permit  the  banks  to  become  indebted  to  govern- 
ment, and  thus  indirectly  borrow  its  surplus.  The 
balance  in  the  treasury  must  be  ready  at  all  times 
and  amidst  all  the  fluctuations  of  our  local  curren- 
cies, to  meet  the  wants  of  government.  For  this 
purpose  we  should  only  require,  in  our  various  de- 
positories, an  amount  of  specie  equal  to  the  ba- 
lances in  the  hands  of  our  officers.  At  no  time 
ought  the  whole  amount  throughout  the  union  to 
exceed  three  millions;  and  a part  even  of  this  would 
be  generally  represented  by  treasury  warrants. 
This  is  the  whole  extent  of  the  draft  upon  the  spe- 
cie in  the  country,  and  of  the  foundation  of  this 
alarm.  Five  years  ago  we  passed  a law,  almost 
unanimously,  directing  that  after  June,  1842,  all 
duties  shall  be  collected  “in  ready  money;”  and 
now,  when  a similar  proposition  is  made,  the  very 
architect  of  that  act  is  startled  at  the  idea,  and  pre- 
dicts universal  ruin  to  the  land.  We  can  constant- 
ly withdraw  from  circulation  millions  for  the  pur- 
poses of  newly  created  banks — we  can  annually 
export  other  millions  to  the  Indies  never  to  be  re- 
turned—-but  when  to  accomplish  great  national 
objects,  we  ask  for  the  use  of  government  only  a 
twenty-fifth  part  of  the  common  stock,  even  our 
distinguished  men  predict  the  utter  annihilation  of 
all  commercial  credit.  The  very  objections  to  the 
plan  proposed  are  its  strongest  recommendations, 
fl  it  should  tend  to  check  the  excessive  issue  of 
bank  notes  and  the  abuse  of  commercial  credit,  it 
would  be  a public  benefit;  and  if  the  apprehension 
of  a large  surplus  should  oblige  us,  as  it  undoubt- 
edly would,  to  reduce  our  income,  and  keep  our 
revenue  down  to  the  actual  wants  of  government, 
we  should  save  millions  in  our  taxes,  and  prevent 
excessive  fluctuations  in  our  revenue  from  convul- 
sing trade. 

Allow  me,  gentlemen,  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
prospect  of  the  ultimate  adoption  of  these  great  and 
salutary  measures  after  a severe  and  memorable 
struggle.  The  issue  appeared  to  be,  but  was  never 
doubtful,  and  the  recent  triumphs  of  our  friends  in 
other  states,  give  us  reason  confidently  to  hope, 
that  New  York  will  follow  an  example  so  credita- 
ble to  their  patriotism  and  so  consoling  to  the  ad- 
vocates of  political  reform.  Popular  government 
can  be  sustained  nowhere  without  such  occasional 
and  violent  contests  with  those  w'ho  have  no  confi- 
dence in  the  intelligence  of  mankind.  A portion 
of  every  society  honestly  believe  that  men  are  not 
only  incapable  of  self-government,  but  even  of 
managing  their  own  private  concerns.  Modern 
intelligence  is  gradually  dissipating  these  ancient 
errors;  and  the  successful  result  of  our  own  experi- 
ment in  government  encourages  us  to  hope  that  we 
shall  not  only  maintain  it  as  a model  for  the  world, 
but  that  in  its  progress  we  shall  contribute  our 
share  in  effecting  that  great  reform  in  legislation 
which  distinguishes  the  present  age.  Our  contests 
began  with  the  origin  of  our  government.  Some 
of  the  most  distinguished  framers  of  our  constitu- 
tion were  of  the  antiquated  school,  and  could  never 
persuade  themselves  to  believe  that  commercial, 


political  and  religious  freedom  would  tend  to  pre- 
serve social  order,  fulfil  the  obligations  of  justice, 
encourage  morality,  and  promote  national  prospe- 
rity. No  government,  in  their  opinion,  could  stand 
on  so  weak  a foundation.  Strenuous  etforts  were 
accordingly  made  to  strengthen  and  enlarge  its 
powers.  They  proposed  a constitutional  ruler  for 
life,  armed  with  the  whole  banking  power  of  the 
union.  Foiled  in  this  attempt,  the  same  party,  as- 
suming as  many  names  as  would  swell  the  title  of 
ad  oriental  monarch,  has  zealously  labored  for  fifty 
years  to  consolidate  all  power  in  the  federal  head, 
and  to  place  the  properly,  labor,  and  industry  of 
the  country  under  the  control  and  despotism  of  the 
law.  They  still  adhere  to  a system  exclusively 
profitable  to  the  favorites  of  government;  denounce 
every  improvement  in  the  science  of  legislation  as 
an  innovation;  and  look  with  alarm  and  apprehen- 
sion at  the  steady  progress  of  liberty  and  the  in- 
creasing intelligence  of  nations.  In  our  contests 
with  these  adversaries  of  popular  government,  we 
have  been  occasionally  defeated;  but  the  cause  of 
reform  moves  on  steadily,  and  a peace  of  twenty 
years  has  already  corrected  many  of  our  errors  in 
legislation.  Most  of  our  restrictions  on  trade  have 
been  abolished;  our  taxes  are  in  a process  of  re- 
duction and  equalization;  the  federal  government 
has  been  disarmed  of  its  formidable  banking  in- 
fluence; and  the  failure  of  the  deposite  system  has 
dissolved  the  union  between  the  political  and  mo- 
neyed powers  of  the  country.  Those  who  still  de- 
sire to  enjoy  exclusively  the  patronage  of  govern- 
ment, and  who  do  not  believe  in  the  animating  ef- 
fects of  commercial  independence,  rnav  struggle 
to  re-establish  this  unnatural  union.  They  may 
throw  embarrassments  in  our  way,  and  we  may 
have  occasionally  to  encounter  adverse  fortune; 
but  the  cause  of  reform  lives  in  the  spirit  of  ills 
age;  and  it  will  continue  its  progress  till  legislation 
is  confined  to  those  few  and  high  duties  which  gov- 
ernment owes  society  for  the  purposes  of  justice 
and  social  order — its  course  will  be  triumphantly 
onward  till  men  are  as  free  in  the  management  of 
their  property  as  they  are  now  in  the  choice  of 
their  religion. 

These,  gentlemen,  are  the  principles  I advocated 
before  I engaged  in  public  life,  and  seventeen  years 
experience  of  the  folly  and  injustice  of  this  legis- 
lative interference  with  trade,  has  but  strengthened 
my  early  opinions.  To  these  1 shall  steadily  ad- 
here, be  my  political  fate  what  it  may;  believing, 
as  I sincerely  do,  that  upon  their  success  depends 
not  only  the  welfare  of  every  man,  of  every  condi- 
tion, but  the  existence  of  equal  and  just  govern- 
ment. I have  only  to  regret  that  so  many  of  my 
fellow  citizens,  who  have  a much  deeper  personal 
interest  than  I have  in  the  triumph  of  commercial 
freedom,  should  labor  so  zealously  to  elevate  to 
power,  its  uniform  ar.d  most  distinguished  adver- 
saries. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
C.  C.  CAMBRELENG. 

Messis.  George  Seaman,  John  A.  Morrell,  and 
■Edmund  I.  Porter,  chairman  and  secretaries,  8cc. 

October  9,  1S38. 

Mr.  Wm.  T^eggett,  editor  of  the  New  York  Eve- 
ning Post,  whilst  a candidate  before  the  “democra- 
tic republican  nominating  committee  of  the  city'  and 
county  of  New  York,”  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  con- 
gressional ticket  occasioned  by  the  non-acceptance 
of  Mr.  Forrest,  addressed  the  following  to  a friend, 
in  reply  to  a question  in  regard  to  his  views  on  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  : 

My  Dear  Sir  : I give  the  following  explicit  an- 
swers to  your  question  in  regard  to  my  views  on  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery,  in  order  that  all 
doubters  and  cavillers  may  on  this  head  be  duly  ad- 
vised : 

Fist,  as  to  “ the  power  of  congress  over  the  slave 
states  generally,”;  I believe  that  it  is  the  same,  nei- 
ther less  nor  more,  as  it  is  over  the  free  states  : I hat 
is,  that  the  powers  of  congress  are  limited  bv  the* 
terms  of  the  constitution,  strictly  construed,  and  that 
there  are  no  terms  in  that  instrument  which  giant 
any  authority  whatever  over  any  stale  in  respect  to 
negro  slavery,  except  what  relates  to  the  termination 
of  the  slave  trade  after  1808,  which  has  become  a 
dead  letter  by  its  own  limitation. 

Secondly,  with  regard  to  the  District  of  Columbia, 
I believe  that  congress  has  full  constitutional  power, 
by  express  provision,  to  legislate  for  it  “ in  all  cases 
whatsoever,”  and  that  slavery  is  as  much  a subject 
of  this  pow’er  as  any  thing  else  But  I consider  it 
equally  clear  that  this  is  a power  not  to  be  exercised 
under  existing  circumstances,  and  never  without 
the  greatest  caution  and  deliberation.  The  inten- 
tion of  the  framers  of  our  fundamental  law  of  empire, 
in  setting  apart  a small  district  for  the  exclusive  use 
of  the  federal  government,  was  to  create  a sort  of  neu- 
tral ground,  where  the  representatives  of  all  the  sis- 


terhood of  the  republics  might  meet  in  amicable 
consultation,  and  calmly  arrange  these  matters  which 
concerned  the  general  good.  The  democratic  maxim 
that  a majority  should  govern  is  of  less  binding  and 
positive  force,  in  my  opinion,  in  regard  to  this  dis- 
trict, than  in  any  other  political  application.  A 
spirit  of  concession  and  compromise  should  there 
govern — a spirit  of  deference  from  the  many  to  the 
few,  on  questions  where  irreconcilable  opinions  and 
prejudices  exist.  If  any  other  spirit  is  allowed  to 
seize  the  reins,  the  car  of  government  is  inevitably 
dashed  to  pieces.  If  any  other  spirit  rules,  the  plain 
intent  of  the  authors  of  the  constitution  is  liustiated, 
and  the  District  of  Columbia,  instead  of  being  the 
seat  of  calm  and  friendly  councils  betwee.n  sovereign 
states  in  regard  to  those  atiiiirs,  for  the  well  ordering 
of  which  they  leagued  themselves  together,  becomes 
at  once  a theatre  for  the  worst  passions  of  our  nature 
to  enter  into  fierce  collision,  presenting  to  the  world 
a spectacle,  over  which  the  friends  ot  popular  gov- 
ernment would  have  deep  cause  to  mourn.  In 
abolishing  slavery,  the  federal  government  should 
follow,  not  show  the  lead;  and  it  should  not  follow 
either,  while  the  District  is  surrounded  on  eveiy 
side  by  slaveholding  states.  These  are  not  new’ 
views  of  mine,  nor  taken  up  to  answer  a selfish  pur- 
pose. They  have  been  often  publicly  expressed  by 
me;  and  you  will  find  them  passim,  in  the  Evening 
Post  and  Plaindealer,  in  articles  wiitleu  by  the  same 
hand  that  now  scrawls  this  hasty  letter  \o  you.  I 
have  refused,  certainly',  a hundred,  and  1 dare  say  a 
thousand  times,  to  sign  petitions  lor  the  abolition  by' 
congress  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
always  on  the  ground  here  stated. 

Thirdly,  with  regard  to  “the  right  of  petition 
and  discussion,  and  in  what  mapner  it  is  best  to 
dispose  of  both,”  I can  only  say  that  I hold  the 
right  both  of  petition  and  discussion  as  amongst 
the  dearest  rights  of  man.  I am  for  the  unlimited 
right  of  petition,  and  the  unlimited  right  of  discus- 
sion; nor  can  I see  how  any  man  having  eyes  to 
see,  or  ears  to  hear,  or  understanding  to  conceive, 
can  lor  a moment,  or  under  any  circumstances, 
think  otherwise.  And  I believe  if  those  rights  had 
never  been  questioned,  nor  any  hindrance  attempted 
to  be  opposed  to  them,  there  would  at  this  time 
have  been  much  less  discussion  on  the  subject  of 
slavery,  and  infinitely  fewer  petitions  cumbering 
the  garrets  and  cocklofts  of  the  federal  capitol.  As 
to  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  abolition  petitions 
to  congress,  it  seems  to  me  that  a respectful  refer- 
ence of  them,  unread,  to  a committee,  and  a report 
from  that  committee  at  the  close  of  each  session, 
stating  the  reasons  why  congress  cannot  act  upon 
the  question  involved,  would  be  by  far  the  most 
effectual  that  could  be  adopted.  Yours  truly, 

October  13, 1838.  WM.  LEGGETT. 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  to  the  candi- 
dates for  the  offices  of  governor  and  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor of  New  York,  by  a committee  of  the  anti- 
slavery society  of  that  state,  and  elicited  the  fol- 
lowing replies: 

Utica,  October  1,  1838. 

Sir:  At  a numerous  meeting  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens at  Utica,  on  the  19th,  20th,  and  21st  days  of 
last  September,  we  were  appointed  a commmittee 
to  present  the  following  interrogatories  to  the  se- 
veral candidates  for  the  offices  of  governor  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  this  state,  viz: 

“1st.  Are  you  in  favor  of  a law  granting  to  per- 
sons in  this  state,  claimed  as  fugitive  slaves,  a tiial 
by  jury? 

“2d.  Are  you  in  favor  of  abolishing  all  distinc- 
tions in  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  citizens  of 
this  state,  founded  solely  on  complexion? 

“3d.  Are  you  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  law 
which  now  authorizes  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  this  state,  and  their  detention  here,  as  such,  for 
the  term  of  nine  months?” 

It  cannot  be  necessary  for  us,  sir,  to  dwell  in  this 
communication  on  the  importance,  both  in  princi- 
ple and  practice,  of  the  subjects  embraced  in  these 
questions,  nor  on  the  deep  and  rapidly  increasing 
interest  felt  in  them  by  a very  large  poition  of  our 
electors.  They  are  subjects  on  w hich,  if  elected, 
you  may  by  called  to  act  officially;  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, natural  and  proper,  that  those  w hose  suffrages 
maybe  solicited  in  your  behalf,  should  wish  to 
know  your  present  sentiments  respecting  them. 

To  avoid  misapprehension,  we  take  the  liberty 
to  state  explicitly,  that  we  are  not  instructed,  and 
do  not  mean  to  ask  from  you  any  pledge  as  to  your 
official  conduct,  if  elected,  fully  recognising  your 
right  to  govern  that  conduct,  at  all  times,  by  your 
conviction  of  duty. 

It  is  due  io  ourselves  and  those  we  represent,  to 
assure  you,  that  the  present  inquiry  is  prompted  by 
no  desire  to  promote  or  defeat  the  success  of  any 
particular  candidate,  but  is  made  solely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  affording  the  electors  information  impor- 
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tant  to  their  faithful  and  intelligent  exercise  of  the 
elective  franchise. 

The  answers  with  which  we  may  be  favored, 
will  be  promptly,  and  without  exception,  commu- 
nicated to  the  public. 

We  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  JAY, 
GARRET  SMITH. 

William  L.  Marcy,  esquire. 

P.  S.  We  will  be  obliged  to  you  to  direct  your 
reply  to  us  at  Petersboro,  Madison  county. 

GOV.  MAHCV’s  REPLY. 

Albany,  Oct.  10,  1833. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  communica- 
tion propounding  to  me,  as  one  ol  the  candidates 
for  the  office  of  governorof  this  state, certain  ques- 
tions in  relation  to  matters  on  which  you  intimate 
1 may,  if  elected,  be  called  to  act  officially. 

In  relation  to  the  first,  viz:  “Are  you  in  favor  ol 
a law  granting  to  persons  in  this  state  claimed  as 
fugitive  slaves,  a trial  bv  jury?”  I would  observe 
that  this  question  seeips  now  to  imply  that  tiiere  is 
now  no  such  law:  whereas  the  contrary  is-the  fact. 
By  the  existing  statute  law  of  this  state,  in  all  cases 
wherein  a claim  to  a person  as  a fugitive  slave  is 
disputed,  an  issue  as  to  the  question  whether  the 
person  claimed  be  or  be  not  a fugitive  slave,  may 
be  joined  ar.d  submitted  to  a jury  for  determination. 
As  I have  not  myself,  and  am  not  aware  that  any 
person  has  entertained  objections  to  this  law  merely 
on  the  ground  of  policy,  ! confess  I was  surprised 
that  the  foregoing  question  should  have  been  in- 
cluded among  your  interrogatories.  It  may  be  to 
the  purpose  to  remark,  that  the  supreme  court  of 
this  state  has  adjudged  this  law  to  be  constitutional, 
on  (he  ground  that  the  general  government  has  the 
right  to  regulate  the  proceedings  in  relation  to  fu- 
gitive slaves,  and  having  done  so,  tiie  act  ol  con- 
gress is  paramount  to  the  laws  of  any  state  on  the 
same  subject.  As  you  do  not  express  a wish  to 
have  my  views  on  this  point,  it  would  be  imperli- 
nent  in  me  to  trouble  you  wilb  them.  I will  there- 
fore only  say,  that  if  the  proper  tribunals  ol  the 
country  shall  sustain  this  law,  1 shall  be  in  lavorof 
retaining  it  in  our  statutory  code. 

The  object  of  your  second  question,  “Are  you  in 
favor  of  abolishing  all  distinction  in  the  constitn- 1 
tional  rights  of  the  citizens  of  this  state,  founded  , 
solely  on  complexion?”  is,  as  I conceive,  only  do- 1 
signed  to  obtain  my  opinion  as  to  that  provision  ot  j 
the  constitution  of  this  state,  ft  hich  makes  a dif- 
ference between  the  white  population  and  persons 
of  color,  in  relation  to  the  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise. 

I am  well  satisfied  with  the  constitution  as  it  is, 
in  this  respect,  and  certainly  do  not  wish  it  amend- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  placing  persons  of  color  upon 
an  equality,  as  to  voting,  with  our  white  citizens. 

The  last  interrogatory,  which  asks  me  it  “I  am 
in  favor  of  a repeal  of  the  law  which  now  autho- 
rizes the  importation  of  slaves  into  this  state,  and 
their  detention  here  as  such,  for  the  term  ol  nine 
months?”  has  reference,  I presume,  to  the  fith  sec- 
tion in  the  20th  chapter  of  the  first  part  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes,  which  is  as  follows: 

“Any  person,  not  being  an  inhabitant  of  this 
state,  who  shall  be  travelling  to  or  from,  or  passing 
through  this  state,  inay  bring  with  him  any  person 
lawfully  held  by  him  in  slavery,  and  may  take  such 
person  with  him  from  this  state;  but  the  person  so 
held  in  slavery,  shall  not  reside  or  continue  in  this 
state  more  than  nine  months,  and  if  such  residence 
be  continued  beyond  that  time,  such  person  shall 
be  free.” 

By  comparing  this  law  with  vour  interrogatory, 
3’ou  will  perceive  at  once  that  the  latter  implies 
much  more  than  the  former  expresses.  The  dis- 
crepancy between  them  is  so  great  that  I suspected, 
at  first,  that  you  had  reference  to  some  other  enact- 
ment which  had  escaped  general  notice.  As  none 
however  can  be  found  but  the  loregoing,  to  which 
the  question  is  any  respect  applicable,  there  will 
be  no  mistake,  I presume,  in  assuming  it  to  be  the 
one  you  had  in  view. 

The  deviation,  in  putting  the  question,  from  what 
would  seem  to  be  the  plain  and  obvious  course  ol 
directing  the  attention  to  the  particular  law  under 
consideration,  by  referring  to  it  in  the  very  term- 
in  which  it  is  expressed,  or  at  least  in  language 
showing  its  objects  and  limitations,  I do  not  impute 
to  an  intention  ha  create  an  erroneous  impression 
as  to  the  law, -or  to  ascribe  to  it  a character  ol 
odiousness  which  it  does  not  deserve;  yet  I think 
that  it  must  be  conceded  that  your  question  will  in- 
duce those  who  are  not  particularly' acquainted  with 
the  section  of  the  statute  to  which  it  refers,  to  be- 
lieve that  there  is  a law  of  (his  state  which  allows 
a free  importation  of  slaves  into  it,  without  re- 
striction as  to  object,  and  without  limitation  as  to 


(tie  persons  who  may  do  so;  yet  this  is  very  far 
from  being  true.  This. law  does  not  permit  any  in- 
habitant of  this  state  to  bring  into  it  any  person 
held  in  slavery,  under  any  pretence  or  for  any  ob- 
ject whatsoever;  nor  does  it  allow  any  person  of 
any  other  state  or  country  to  do  so,  except  such 
person  is  actually  t rave  1 ling  to  or  from,  or  passing 
through  this  state.  This  law,  in  its  operation  and 
effect,  only  allows  persons  belonging  to  states  or 
nations  where  domestic  slavery  exists,  who  happen’ 
to  be  travelling  in  this  state,  to  be  attended  by  their 
servants  whom  they  lawfully  hold  in  slavery  when 
at  home,  provided  they  do  not  remain  within  our 
territories  longer  than  nine  months.  Tile  differ- 
ence between  it  and  the  one  implied  by  your  inter- 
rogatory is  so  manifest,  that  it  is  perhaps  fair  to 
presume,  that  if  those  by  whose  appointment  you 
act  in  this  matter  had  not  misapprehended  its  cha- 
racter, they  would  not  have  instructed  you  to  make 
it  the  subject  of  one  of  your  questions. 

It  is  so  restricted  in  its  object,  anil  that  object  is 
so  unexceptionable,  that  it  can  scarcely  be  regard- 
ed as  obnoxious  to  well  founded  objections  when 
viewed  in  its  true  light.  Ils  repeal  would,  I appre- 
hend, have  an  injurious  effect  upon  our  intercourse 
with  some  of  the  other  states,  and  particularly  upon 
their  business  connection  with  our  commercial  em- 
porium. In  addition  to  this, the  repeal  would  have 
a tendency  to  dislurb  the  political  harmony  among 
the  members  of  our  confederacy,  w ithout  produc- 
ing any  beneficial  results  to  compensate  for  these 
evils.  I am  not  therefore  in  favor  of  it. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  MARCY. 

To  Messrs.  William  Jay,  and  Garret  Smith. 

VJiiliain  IT  Seward,  esq.  the  candidate  of  the 
whigs  for  the  office  of  governor,  and  Luther  Bradish, 
esq.  the  candidate  of  the  same  party  for  the  office  of 
lieut.  governor  of  New  York,  returned  the  following 
replies  to  ihe  above  questions. 

REPLY  OF  MR.  SEWARD. 

Auburn,  Oct.  22,  1833. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter,  proposing  to  me  cer- 
tain questions,  in  behalf  of  a numerous  meeting  of 
my  fellow-citizens  at  Utica,  has  been  red  iveil. 

You  must  be  aware,  gentlemen,  that  the  conven- 
tion which  has  designated  me  as  a representative  ol 
the  whig  party  in  this  slate  in  Ihe  approaching  elec-, 
tion,  lias  done  so  without  any  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject indicated  in  your  inquiries,  and  that  those  sub- 
jects enter  not  at  all  into  the  political  creed  of  that 
large  body  of  freemen,  whose  candidate  I have  be- 
come. Persons  selected  as  the  representatives  of 
political  principles,  can  have  no  right  to  compromit 
their  constituents  by  Ihe  expression  of  opinions  on 
other  subjects  than  those  in  reference  lo  which  the 
selections  were  made.  Upon  Ibis  ground  a candidate 
might,  perhaps,  decline  to  answer  any  inquiries 
other  than  such  as  relate  to  the  political  matters 
agitated  among  the  people.  He  might,  with  even 
greater  propriety,  excuse  himself  from  answering  a 
body  of  men  who  do  not  profess  lo  form  a political 
part}',  and  who  do  not  declare  that  their  votes  will 
be  in  the  least  influenced  by  the  answer  they  may 
receive;  but  who,  on  the  contrary,  in  their  official 
communication  say,  that  their  “inquiry  is  prompted 
by  no  desire  to  promote  or  defeat  the  success  of  any 
particular  candidate,  but  is  made  solely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  affording  to  (he  electors  information  impor- 
tant to  the  faithful  and  intelligent  exercise  of  the 
elective  franchise.”  But,  gentlemen,  I am  disposed 
to  treat  the  matter  with  more  enlarged  and  elevated 
views.  I am  unwilling  that  the  intelligent,  virtuous, 
and  patriotic  citizens,  who  have  called  upon  me  lo 
become  their  candidate  shall  be  subjected  to  the  re- 
proach of  having  selected  a citizen  who  either  held 
any  opinions  that  he  was  desirous  to  conceal,  or  who 
was  unwilling  lo  trust  to  the  intelligence  and  liberali- 
ty of  his  countrymen,  for  the  honest  indulgence  ol 
sentiments  that  any  of  them  might  deem  erroneous, 
on  subjects  of  great  difficulty,  and  in  relation  to 
which  the  wisest  and  best  men  of  our  country  do 
not  agree. 

I am  unwilling,  moreover,  to  impair  the  force  of 
the  great  republican  principle,  which  recognizes  the 
right  of  the  constitution  to  know  the  opinions  ol 
the  representatives,  in  order  that  the  will  of  the 
people  may  be  fully  expressed;  and  which  acknow- 
ledges also,  the  duly  of  obeying  that  will  when  as- 
certained. 

Your  first  inquiry  is  — 

“Are  you  in  favor  of  a law  granting  to  persons 
in  this  state  claimed  as  fugitive  slaves,  a trial  by 
jury?” 

I am  decidedly  in  favor  of  such  a law.  To  me 
it  seems  that  the  more  humble  or  degraded  the  in- 
dividual over  whom  arbitrary  power  is  attempted 
to  be  exercised,  the  stronger  is  his  claim  to  the  pro- 


tection of  a trial  by  jury.  ■ This  inestimable  insti- 
tution derived  by  us  with  the  choicest  and  dearest 
principles  of  liberty  from  the  purest  periods  of  Eng- 
land, can  neither  be  too  highly  appreciated  nor  too 
widely  extended.  Its  provisions  are  peculiarly  ap- 
plicable to  the  case  of  the  wretched  being  whose 
services  are  claimed  as  the  properly  of  another. 
But,  gentlemen,  I am  not  aware  that  any  further 
legislation  is  necessary,  lo  secure  this  right  to  the 
persons  in  question.  Abundant  provision  already 
exists  in  our  laws,  and  in  tny  judgment  its  provi- 
sions are  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  institutions 
of  civil  liberty.  It  is  true  that  the  question  is  now 
pending  in  the  court  lor  the  collection  of  errors, 
whether  this  provision  conflicts  with  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  Should  that  law  be  sus- 
tained, there  are,  I think,  very  few  citizens  who 
desire  its  repeal,  and  certainly  I am  notone  of  them. 
If,  however,  the  .statute  shall  be  decided  to  be  un- 
constitutional, and  any  other  can  be  passed 'which 
will  avoid  that  objection  and  secure  the  right,  it 
would  find  in  me  a firm  supporter. 

Your  second  inquiry  is — 

“Are  you  in  favor  of  abolishing  all  distinctions 
in  the  constitutional  rights  ot  the  citizens  of  this 
state  founded  solely  on  complexion?” 

This  question  is  very  general,  and  I am  at  a loss 
to  perceive  its  application  to  any  other  subject  than 
that  provision  of  ihe  constitution  which  requires,  as 
a qualification  of  the  exercise  ol  Ihe  elective  fran- 
chise by  colored  persons,  the  possession  of  a free- 
hold estate  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  a residence  of  three  years  in  the  state,  and 
the  actual  payment  of  taxes. 

The  property  qualification  as  a test  of  the  requi- 
site intelligence  and  capacity  for  the  exercise  of  the 
elective  franchise,  was  abolished  b}’  our  new  con- 
stitution, in  all  cases  except  that  of  colored  per- 
sons, as  anti-republican  and  unsound  in  principle. 

I believe  that  all  men  may  become  competent  to 
the  responsibilities  of  self  government.  I think, 
also,  that  nations  and  races  may  become  debased  by 
ignorance  so  as  to  be  destitute  of  the  intelligence 
I and  virtue  requisite  for  the  discharge  of  those  re- 
sponsibilities. The  constitution  seems  to  have 
adopted  these  principles  by  imposing  a restriction 
on  the  right  of  suffrage  on  the  part  of  the  colored 
population  i nstead  of  their  total  exclusion.  I n this 
view,  the  constitutional  reslriction  in  question  is 
scarcely  to  be  regarded  as  a distinction  founded 
- solely  on  complexion,  but  should  rather  be  consi- 
dered as  a test  to  discriminate  between  those  of  that 
race  who  possess  the  requisite  intelligence  and  ca- 
pacity to  discharge  the  responsibilities  of  freemen 
and  those  who  do  not.  Objectionable  as  a property 
qualifiation  is  for  such  a test,  I am  not  prepared  to 
say,  having  in  view  the  actual  condition  of  that  race, 
that  no  test  ought  to  exist. 

The  constitution  of  this  state  was  but  recently 
established.  Its  distribution  ot  Ihe  right  of  suf- 
frage was  the  act  of  the  people  themselves,  and 
was  adopted  with,  what  was  then  believed,  a just 
regard  to  the  general  welfare.  Organic  changes  in 
society  ought  nol  to  be  rashly  made;  and  such 
changes  ought  not,  and  indeed,  cannot  be  made 
here,  without  the  decided  and  clearly  expressed 
will  of  the  majority  of  the  people.  However  “ex- 
tensive and  increasing”  may  be  Ihe  interest  felt  on 
this  subject  among  our  fellow-citizens,  it  certainly 
cannot  be  assumed  that  their  views  have  undergone 
so  great  a change,  that  they  are  prepared  for  this 
proposed  alteration  of  the  constitution.  Under  such 
circumstances,  if  my  views  agreed  with  your  own, 
ami  if  I deemed  it  my  duty  to  express  them  cn  all 
other  occasions,  I should  nevertheless  justly  expose 
tnyself  to  the  charge  of  temerity,  were  1 to  avail 
myself  of  an  occasion  when  standing  as  a candi- 
date for  the  office  of  chief  magistrate,  to  pledge  my- 


self to  recommend  the  modification  of  the  constitu- 
tion in  this  respect.  And  such  a pledge  would 
most  certainly  be  inferred  from  a declaration  of 


.such  views,  however  it  might  be  in  language  dis- 
claimed. It  would  be  ungracious  as  well  as  un- 
necessary to  enter  into  the  argument  on  this  matter, 
since,  in  your  investigation  of  the  subject,  you 
must  have  anticipated  every  suggestion  I could 
make  in  the  defence  of  my  views  when  they’  differ 
from  your  own.  I dismiss  the  interrogatory,  there- 
fore, with  the  simple  negative  I feel  myself  con- 
strained to  give. 


Your  third  question  is — 

“Are  yon  in  favor  of  a repeal  of  the  law  which 
how  authorize  file  importation  of  slaves  into  this 
state  and  their  detention  as  such  during  a period  of 
nine  months?” 

The  provisions  of  our  statute  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  are  as  follows:  The  statute  declares  that  all 
persons  born  in  (his  state,  whether  white  or  color- 
ed, are  frSe.  That  all  persons  who  shall  be  born 
in  this  state  after  its  enactment  shall  be  free,  and 
that  all  persons  who  shall  be  brought  (synonymous 
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in  your  communication  with  “imported”)  into  this 
state,  as  slaves,  shall  he  free,  with  two  exceptions. 
The  first  exception  provides  that  persons  emigra- 
ting into  this  state  and  bringing  with  them  any 
person  lawfully  held  in  slavery  in  the  state  from 
whence  they  emigrated,  may  retain  such  persons, 
not  as  slaves,  but  as  apprentices  until  they  arrive  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Tlie  other  exception,  is  ttiat  “any  person  not  be- 
ing an  inhabitant  of  this  state  who  shall  be  travel- 
ling to  or  from,  or  passing  through  the  state,  may 
bring  with  him  any  person  lawfully  held  by  him  in 
slavery  in  the  state  from  whence  he  came,  and  may 
take  such  person  with  him  from  this  state;  but  t lie 
person  so  held  in  slavery  shall  not  reside  or  conti- 
nue in  this  state  more  than  nine  months,  and  if 
such  residence  be  continued  beyond  that  time,  such 
person  shall  be  free.” 

It  is  this  last  exception  to  which  your  question 
refers.  Does  not  your  inquiry  give  too  broad  a 
meaning  to  the  section?  It  certainly  does  not  con- 
fer upon  any  citizen  of  a state,  or  of  any  other 
country,  or  any  citizen  of  any  other  state,  except 
the  owner  of  slaves  in  another  state  by  virtue  of 
the  laws  thereof,  the  right  to  bring  slaves  into  this 
state  or  detain  them  here  under  any  circumstances 
as  such.  I understand  your  inquiry,  therefore,  to 
mean,  whether  I am  in  favor  of  a repeal  of  the 
la  w which  declares,  in  substance,  that  any  person 
from  the  southern  or  southwestern  states,  who  may 
be  travelling  to  or  from,  or  passing  through  the 
state,  may  bring  with  him  and  take  with  him  any 
person  lawfully  held  by  him  in  slavery  in  the  state 
from  whence  he  came,  provided  such  slaves  do  not 
remain  here  more  than  nine  months. 

Before  I piocecd  to  answer  the  question,  I may 
say  generally,  that  I am  opposed  to  every  form  of 
slaveholding  in  this  state,  not  only  by  our  own  citi- 
zens, but  by  all  other  persons,  and  to  any  recogni- 
tion of  such  a right  in  this  state  in  every  form,  ex- 
cept such  as  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
clearly  establishes.  That  I regard  tile  judiciary  as 
the  proper  tribunal  to  expound  all  constitutional 
questions,  and  that  to  the  constitution  and  such 
expositions  of  it  as  are  made  by  the  courts  of  law, 
it  is  with  me  a principle  of  political  action  to  yield 
obedience  and  support. 

The  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  bears  upon  the  present  question,  de- 
clares that  no  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in 
one  state,  under  the  laws  thereof,  shall  in  conse- 
quence of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  dis- 
charged from  such  service  or  labor,  but  such  per- 
sons shall  hr  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to 
whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due. 

I understand  that,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts, 
this  provision  of  the  constitution  has  been  decided 
by  the  courts  not  to  include  the  case  of  a slave 
brought  by  his  master  into  the  slate  and  escaping 
thence. 

But  the  courts  of  law  in  this  state  have  uniformly 
given  a different  construction  to  the  same  article  of 
the  constitution,  and  have  always  decided  that  it 
does  embrace  the  case  of  a slave  brought  by  Iris 
master  into  this  state,  and  escaping  from  him  here. 
Consequently,  under  this  judicial  construction  of 
the  constitution,  and  without,  and  in  defiance  of 
any  law  or  regulation  of  this  state,  if  the  slave  es- 
capes from  his  master  in  this  state,  he  must  be  re 
stored  to  him,  when  claimed  at  any  time  during  his 
master’s  temporary  sojournment  within  the  state, 
whether  that  sojournment  be  six  months,  nine 
months,  or  longer.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say  that  this 
decision  is  erroneous,  nor  is  it  for  our  legislature. 
Acting  under  its  authority,  they  passed  the  law  to 
which  you  object,  for  the  purpose,  not  of  confer- 
ring new  powers  or  privileges  on  the  slave-owner, 
but  to  prevent  bis  abuse  ot  that  which  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  thus  expounded,  secures 
to  him.  The  law,  as  1 understand  it,  was  intended 
to  fix  a period  of  time  as  a test  of  transient  passage 
through,  or  temporary  residence  in,  the  state  within 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution.  The  duration 
of  nine  months  is  not  material  in  the  question,  and 
if  it  be  unnecessarily  long,  may  and  ought  to  he 
abridged.  But,  if  no  such  law  existed,  the  right  of 
tbs  master  (under  the  construction  of  the  consti- 
tution before  mentioned)  would  be  indefinite,  and 
the  slave  must  be  surrendered  to  him  in  all  cases  of 
travelling  through,  or  passage  to  or  from,  the  state. 

If  I have  correctly' appr  ehended  the  subject,  this 
law  is  not  one  conferring  a right  upon  any  person 
to  import  slaves  into  the  state  and  hold  them  here 
as  such;  but  is  an  attempt  at  restriction  upon  the 
constitutional  right  of  the  master,  a qualification,  or 
at  least  a definition  of  it,  and  is  in  favor  of  the 
slave.  Its  repeal,  therefore,  would  have  the  effect 
to  put  in  greater  jeopardy  the  class  of  persons  you 
propose  to  benefit  by  it.  While  the  construction 
of  the  constitution  adopted  here  is  maintained,  the 
law,  it  would  seem,  ought  to  remain  upon  our  sta- 


tute book,  not  as  an  encroachment  upon  the  lights 
of  man,  but  a protection  for  them. 

But,  gentlemen,  being  desirous  to  be  entirely 
candid  in  this  communication,  it  is  proper  1 should 
add,  that  I am  not  convinced  it  would  be  either 
wise,  expedient  or  humane,  to  declare  to  our  fellow 
citizens  of  the  southern  and  southwestern  states, 

I that  if  they  travel  to  or  Irom,  or  pass  through  the 
state  ot  New  York,  they  shall  not  bring  with  them 
the  attendants  whom  custom,  or  education  or  habit, 
may  have  rendered  necessary  to  them.  I have  not 
been  able  to  discover  any  good  object  to  be  attained 
by  such  an  act  of  inhospitably.  It  certainly  can 
work  no  injury  (o  us,  nor  can  it  be  injurious  to  the 
unfortunate  beings,  held  in  bondage,  to  permit  them, 
once  perhaps  in  their  lives,  and  at  most,  on  occa- 
sions few  and  far  between,  to  visit  a country  where 
slavery  is  unknown.  1 can  even  conceivr  of  bene- 
fits to  the  great  cause  of  human  liberty,  from  the 
cultivation  ot  this  intercourse  with  t he  south. 

I can  imagine  but  one  ground  of  objection,  which 
is,  that  it  may  be  regarded  as  an  implication  that 
this  state  sanctions  slavery.  If  this  objection  were 
well  grounded,  I should  at  once  condemn  the  law. 
But  in  truth,  the  law  does  not  imply  any  such 
sanction.  The  same  statute,  which  in  necessary 
obedience  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates 
as  expounded,  declares  the  exception,  condemns  ir, 
the  most  clear  and  definite  terms,  all  human  bon- 
dage. 

I will  not  press  the  considerations  flowing  from 
the  nature  of  our  union  arid  the  mutual  concessions 
on  which  it  was  founded,  against  the  propriety  of 
such  an  exclusion  as  your  question  contemplates, 
apparently  for  the  purpose  only  of  avoiding  an  im- 
plication not  founde  d in  fact,  and  which  the  history 
of  our  state  so  nobly  contradicts.  It  is  sufficient 
to  say  that  such  an  exclusion  could  have  no  good 
effect  practically,  and  would  accomplish  nothing  ill 
the  great  cause  of  human  liberty. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  H.  SEWAliD. 

To  Gerrit  Smith,  and  William  Jay,  esqs. 

REPLY  OF  MR.  BI1ADI3H. 

Mora,  Franklin,  county,  Oct.  IS,  183S. 

Gentlemen:  I am  honored  with  your  letter  of 
the  1st,  post-marked  Peterbora,  the  3d  inst.,  in- 
forming me  that  “at  a numerous  meeting  of  our 
fellow-citizen  at  Utica,  on  the  1911),  20th  and  21st 
days  of  September  last,  von  were  appointed  a 
commutes  to  present  the  following  interrogatories 
to  the  several  candidates  for  the  offices  of  governor 
and  Kent,  governoi  of  this  state. 

I acknowledge  the  right  of  the  elector,  at  all 
times,  to  be  informed  of  the  opinions  of  the  can- 
didates for  public  office  upon  all  subjects  of  public 
interest.  I very  cheerfully  therefore  proceed  lo 
answer  your  interrogatories,  in  the  order  in  which 
you  have  presented  them.  And 

1st.  Are  you  in  favor  of  granting  a law  to  per- 
sons in  tins  state,  claimed  as  fugitive  slaves,  a trial 
by  jury? 

2.  Are  you  in  favor  of  abolishing  all  distinctions 
in  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  citizens  of  this 
state,  founded  solely  on  complexion? 

3.  Are  you  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  law, 
which  now  authorizes  the  importation  of  slaves  in- 
to this  state,  and  their  detention  here,  as  such,  for 
the  term  of  nine  months? 

1st.  The  trial  by  jury  has  long  justly  been  deem- 
ed one  of  I lie  most  precious  rights  of  the  citizen. 
This,  in  all  cases  in  which  it  had  been  heretofore 
used,  is  inviolably  secured  generally  by  (he  con- 
constilution  of  the  state;  and  1 can  see  no  sufficient 
reason  lor  making  the  case  in  question  an  exeep 
tion  to  its  enjoyment.  Ifitbewise,  and  essential 
to  the  security  of  individual  rights,  to  extend  this 
inestimable  privilege  to  the  decision  of  a question 
of  property  even  of  a trifling  amount,  how  much 
more  so  is  it  in  a case  involving  personal  liberty? 
The  one  may  be  limited  to  a matter  of  a few  cents; 
while  the  other,  to  the  person  claimed,  involves  all 
that  gives  value  folds  life,  ail  that  is  necessary  to 
the  attainment  of  its  highest  object,  the  intellectual 
and  moral  perfection  of  his  being. 

It  is  true,  that  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  inhibits  any  state  from  passing  any  law  or 
regulation  discharging  from  service  or  labor  any 
person  held  to  such  service  or  labor  in  any  other 
state,  ami  requires  that  such  person  fleeing  into 
any  state,  shall  be  delivered,  upon  claim  of  the 
party  to  whom  such  laboror  service  may  be  due. 

The  two  principal  requirements  of  Ibis  clause  of 
the  United  States  are  clear  and  explicit;  and  we 
permit  the  party  claiming,  on  his  mere  c.v  parte 
testimony,  to  arrest  the  allpgcd  fugitive,  and  put 
him  upon  the  1 rial  whether  he  be  the  fugitive  slave 
of  the  party  claiming  him.  If  it  be  a sound  prin- 
ciple of  law,  “that  every  on"  is  presumed  innocent 


until  he  is  proven  guilty;”  in  the  stale  of  New 
Yoik,  at  least,  it  is  a principle  of  bolh  liberty  and 
law  that  every  one  is  to  be  presumed  free  until  proven 
otherwise.  But,  it  is  on  the  trial  of  this  very  fact, 
and  until  it  i.9  decided,  that  the  party  wants  all  the 
benefit  ol  a jury.  It  would  seem  in  a case  so  inter- 
esting to  the  party,  involving  as  it  does,  all  that  is 
most  dear  to  him,  that  the  principle  of  humanity, 
Mhe  spirit  ol  our  constitution  and  laws,  the  charac- 
ter ol  our  state,  and  what  she  owes  to  the  protec- 
tion ol  her  own  citizens,  as  well  as  the  dictates  of 
justice  itsnll,  would  require  that  we  should  extend 
| to  the  party  claimed  in  the  case  all  the  advantages 
of  trial  which  we  secure  to  all  olhers. 

I am,  therefore,  without  adverting  to  the  question 
of  jurisdiction  lately  raised  between  this  stale  and 
the  United  Stales,  in  favor  of  grunting'  to  persons  in 
Ibis  state,  claimed  as  fugitive  slaves’,  a trial  by 
jury. 

2d.  Your  second  interrogatory  embraces  a ques- 
tion, which  was  much  agitated  at  the  formation  of 
the  present  constitution  of  the  state.  In  the  full 
discussion  which  it  underwent  in  the  convention, 
which  trained  that  constitution,  many  of  the  most 
distinguished  members  of  that  body  are  found  on 
the  affirmative  side  of  the  question.  1 may  be  per- 
mitted here  to  allude  particularly  to  one,  uho'has 
been  through  a long  life,  only  another  name  for 
whatever  is  cultivated  in  intellect,  anient  and  en- 
lightened in  philanthrophy,  elevated  and  pure  in 
purpose,  entire  and  persevering  in  devotion  to  the 
good  of  his  fellow-men.  lie  is  the  worthy  b rot  1 1 e r 
of  one  of  you. 

The  right  of  suffrage  is,  up.dc-r  every  free  repre- 
sentative government,  one  of  (he  most  important 
rights  of  the  citizens.  ■ It  is  (lie  use  of  this  right, 
mainly,  that  the  people  exercise  their  power  of 
sovereignty.  It  is  all  important,  therefore,  both  to 
the  security  of  individual  rights,  and  the  general 
welfare,  that  the  basis  of  the  right  of  suffrage 
should  he  wisely  chosen,  cl.  arly  defined,  and  well 
established.  Under  the  constitution  of  1777,  age, 
residence,  properly,  and  the  payment  of  taxes, 
were  made  the  basis  of  this  important  tight. 

Under  the  present  constitution,  except  in  case  rf 
the  colored  man,  citizenship,  age,  residence,  mili- 
tary service,  or  -labor  on  the  highways,  oran  equiva- 
lent therefor,  were  constituted  the  basis  of  this 
right.  To  all  these,  in  the  case  of  the  colored 
! man,  were  added  extended  citizenship,  and  a free- 
hold eslate  to  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  overand  above  all  debts  and  incumbrances 
charged  thereon. 

Experience  and  the  progress  of  time,  with  the 
more  liberal  views  on  (his  subject,  which  these 
brought  along  with  them,  soon  led  to  a change  in 
the  constitution,  which  fixed  this  right  upon  its 
present  basis  of  citizenship,  age,  and  residence; 
amounting  almost  to  universal  suffrage.  But  the 
spifit  of  melioration  did  not  reach  the  colored  man. 
Neither  an  increasing  sense  of  equal  justice,  nor 
the  progress  of  liberal  ideas,  bioughl  any  favorable 
change  to  him.  He  remains,  as  to  the  right  ot  suf- 
frage, where  the  constitution  of  1S21  left  him;  sub- 
ject (o  onerous  conditions  from  which  the  white 
citizen  is  exempt. 

In  excluding  property  from  the  basis  of  the  right 
of  suffrage  under  the  constitution  of  1821,  the  peo- 
ple established  a new  and  important  democratic 
principle;  a principle  which  in  its  operation  affected 
a great  change  in  the  representative  feature  of  the 
government.  From  being  a combined  representa- 
tion of  persons  and  property,  as  under  the  old  con- 
stitution, it  became  under  this  new  principle  al- 
most exclusively  a representation  of  persons.  The 
proviso,  therefore,  in  the  new  constitution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  colored  citizens,  is  an  anomaly  entirely 
at  war  with  the  above  democratic  principles,  as  it 
is  with  the  general  spirit  of  the  constitution. 

But  with  a view  to  get  over  this  difficulty,  it 
may  be  said,  that  (he  freehold  of  $250  required  to 
ba  possessed  by  the  colored  man,  is  not  intended 
as,  in  itself,  a qualification  for  the  exercise  of  the 
right  of  suffrage,  but  only  as  an  evidence  of  that 
intelligence,  industry,  and  good  conduct,  which 
qualify  the  possessor  for  a safe  and  salutary  exer- 
cise, of  this  important  right.  But  where,  in  whut 
part  of  the  existing  constitution  of  the  state,  is 
either  Ihe  evidence  of  the  existence,  or  the  exist- 
ence itself,  in  the  white  citizen,  of  these  qualifica- 
tions, however  desirable,  made  an  indispensable 
condition  to  Ihe  exercise  of  this  right?  Nowhere. 
It  is  in  relation  to  the  colored  citizen  an  exclusive 
distinction.  And  it  is  an  odious  one. 

But  there  is  another  objection  to  this  discrimi- 
nating and  unequal  provision  of  the  constitution; 
it  limits  the  right  of  suffrage  to  the  possession  of 
a freehold  of  the  value  of  $250.  No  amount  of  per- 
sonal properly,  however  great,  can  be  offered  as  a 
substitute.  Now,  if' it  be  (rue  that  this  freehold  i.i 
not  to  be  considered  in  itself  so  much  a qualficaliori 
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for  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  as  evidence 
of  the  intelligence,  industry,  and  good  conduct 
which  are  such  qualifications,  it  is  not  readily  per- 
ceived why  ten  thousand  dollars  in  personal  pro- 
perty would  not  furnish  such  evidence  in  a greater 
degree,  although  the  latter  should  be  invested  in 
merchandize,  and  the  former  in  real  estate.  This 
principle,  therefore,  in  its  operation,  even  among 
the  colored  citizens  themselves,  is  partial  and  un- 
just; but  the  general  principle  is  in  itself  wrong. 
It  is  inconsistent  with  the  pervading  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  creates  an  odious  aud  unnecessary 
distinction,  and  violates  the  principles  of  equal  and 
eternal  justice.  I respect  the  intelligence,  the  patri- 
otism, and  virtue  of  that  majority  of  the  framers  of  the 
constitution  by  whose  votes  this  provision  was  in- 
serted. They  doubtless  thought  it  wise  and  ne- 
cessary. But  they  lived  in  other  and  different  times 
than  the  present.  If  there  were  then  reasons  for 
this  provision,  those  reasons  have  been  gradually 
disappearing  before  the  advance  of  education,  of 
general  light,  and  of  the  gradual  improvement  of 
that  class  of  our  citizens  to  whom  it  applies.  I be- 
lieve it  no  longer  necessary — that  to  abolish  if 
would  not  only  be  safe,  but  would  remove  a fruitful 
source  of  heartburning  and  disaffection — would  ele- 
vate the  condition  and  character  of  an  important 
portion  of  our  population,  and  render  them  more 
safe  and  wholesome  citizens.  Every  consideration 
of  sound  policy,  therefore,  would  seem  to  demand 
this.  It  is  due  to  consistency  aud  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution.  The  light  and  spirit  of  the  age  de- 
mand it.  A just  regard  to  our  character  as  a free 
state  demands  it.  But,  above  all,  the  immutable 
principles  of  equal  and  eternal  justice  demand  it. 

I am  therefore  in  favor  of  abolishing  all  distinc- 
tions in  constitutional  rights  of  the  citizens  of  this 
state,  founded  solely  on  complexion. 

3.  The  state  of  New  York,  by  ils  repeated  legis- 
lative acts,  has  already  pronounced  her  judgment, 
and  declared  her  own  policy  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
very. Within  her  own  borders  she  has  already  pro- 
claimed universal  emancipation,  and  has  ranged 
herself  among  the  free  states.  But  she  has  still 
upon  her  statute  book  acts  which  recognise  the  re- 
lation of  master  and  slave,  and  which  lend  their 
sanction  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  former,  and  en- 
force the  obedience  of  the  latter.  These  acts  have 
been  liable  to  great  abuse,  and  are  justly  subjects 
of  great  complaint. 

The  obligations  of  New  York  in  this  matter  to 
her  sister  slaveholding  states  are  clearly  defined  in 
that  clause  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
above  referrred  to,  and  are  limited  to  two  points, 
viz  : 1st,  to  abstain  from  the  passing  of  any  law  or 
regulation  discharging  from  service  or  labor  any 
person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  another  state;  and 
2d,  to  deliver  up  such  person  fleeing  into  this  state, 
on  the  claim  of  the  parly  to  whom  such  service  or 
labor  may  be  due.  Here  the  duty  of  New  York 
ends;  and  to  these  points  her  legislation,  as  that  of 
a free  state,  should  perhaps  be  limited. 

But  either  from  courtesy,  libeftjtity,  or  whatever 
else  it  may  be, she  ha3  gone  much  beyond  this,  and 
provided  for  several  other  cases. 

In  the  3d  section  of  the  7th  title  of  20th  chapter 
of  the  first  part  of  the  revised  statutes,  it  is  provided 
that  any  inhabitant  of  any  other  state  emigrating 
into  this  state,  with  intent  to  reside  permanently 
therein,  may  bring  with  him  his  slaves,  and,  on 
certain  conditions,  hold  the  same  to  service  for  a 
certain  period. 

Thus,  to  authorize  the  bringing  into  our  state 
elements  or  subjects  upon  which  our  laws  of  eman- 
cipation are  to  operate,  would  seem  to  be  consistent 
neither  with  the  spirit  and  object  of  those  laws,  nor 
with  the  general  policy  of  the  state. 

The  6th  section  of  the  same  title  provides  that 
any  person,  not  being  an  inhabitant  of  this  state, 
who  shall  be  travelling  to  or  from,  or  passing  through 
this  state,  may  bring  with  him  any  person  lawfully 
held  by  him  in  slavery,  ami  may  take  such  person 
with  him  from  this  state,  but  the  person  so  held  in 
slavery  shall  not  reside  or  continue  in  this  state 
more  than  nine  months;  and  if  such  residence  con- 
tinue beyond  that  time,  such  person  shall  be  free. 

From  this  provision  have  flowed  many  gross 
abuses,  and  it  is  a subject  of  just  complaint. 

But  the  7th  section  of  the  same  title  would  seem 
to  be  liable  to  still  greater  abuse  and  objection.  It 
provides  that  “ any  person  who,  nr  whose  family, 
shall  reside  part  of  the  year  in  this  state,  and  part 
of  the  year  in  any  other  slate,  may  remove  and  bring 
with  him  or  them,  from  time  to  time,  any  person  law- 
fully held  by  him  in  slavery  into  this  state,  and  may 
carry  such  person  with  him  or  them  out  of  the  state.” 

Thus,  a person  or  family  residing  in  New  York, 
say  eleven  months,  and  in  another  state  one  month, 
would  come  within  the  provisions  of  this  section, 
and  might  thus  perpetuate  the  servitude  of  his 
slaves,  almost  exclusively  within  this  state.  It 


, must  be  a mistaken  courtesy  and  a misplaced  libe- 
rality that  permit  so  great  a v iolation  of  the  spirit  ot 
j ourown  laws,  and  authorize  so  great  adeparture  from 
j the  declared  policy  of  the  state.  Towards  a sister 
' state  I would  exercise  every  act  of  liberality  and 
courtesy  that  did  not  involve  a sacrifice  of  princi- 
ple or  of  some  important- public  interest.  Above 
all,  I would  abide  by  the  compromises  of  the  con- 
stitution; but  I would  not  extend  them.  If  some- 
thing be  due  to  others,  much  is  also  due  lo  our- 
: selves,  to  our  own  principles,  and  to  our  own  insti 
tutions.  So  utterly  am  I opposed  to  slavery  in  all 
its  forms — so  great  an  evil,  both  moral  and  political, 
do  I consider  its  existence  in  our  country,  that  I 
would  not,  beyond  the  clear  requirements  of  the 
federal  constitution,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
nearly  or  remotely,  lend  to  it  the  sanction  of  our 
slate  legislation.  Nor  can  1 view  the  existence  of 
i this  great  moral  and  polit ical  evil,  as  is  sometimes 
I pretended,  as  the  exclusive  affair  of  the  slates  where 
it  exists.  It  touches  too  vitally  the  national  inte- 
rests and  national  character,  not  to  be  a subject  of 
deep  and  legitimate  interest  to  every  citizen  who 
loves  his  country  and  its  honor.  But  while  I would 
leave  to  the  states  where  this  evil  exists  the  exclu- 
sive duty,  as  it  is  their  exclusive  right,  to  act  in 
this  matter,  I would  reserve  to  all,  and  beyond  a 
peradventure  or  a doubt,  the  right  of  its  free  discus- 
sion. And  although  in  the  “ consummation  most 
devoutly  lobe  wished,”  I rely,  under  a controlling 
Providence,  mainly  upon  the  ultimate  just  views, 
generous  impulses,  and  high  moral  sentiment  of  the 
slaveholder  himself,  yet,  to  induce  him  to  early  ac- 
tion, I would  not  cease  to  address  to  him,  as  bro- 
ther to  brother,  every  consideration  that  a burning 
patriotism  could  suggest,  every  inducement  that  an 
enlightened  philanthropy  could  inspire,  every  argu- 
ment and  sanction  that  an  elevated  morality  and 
holy  religion  could  supply.  Nor  do  I longer  fear, 
in  this  matter,  the  counteraction  of  individuals  how- 
ever distinguished,  who  would,  upon  this  great 
subject,  forever  shut  the  door  in  the  very  face  of 
hope.  He  must  heed  but  very  little  the  admonitions 
of  the  age,  be  little  observant  of  all  (hat  is  passing 
in  the  old  world  and  the  new,  who  can  doubt  the 
future  progress  of  events,  and  certain  consumma- 
tion on  this  subject.  As  well  might  our  lungs  re- 
main intact  from  the  air  we  breathe,  as  opinions 
not  receive  their  “form  and  pressure”  from  the 
moral  atmosnhere  of  the  world  and  age  in  which 
we  live.  And  the  time  is  not  distant  when  ourown 
slaveholding  states,  moved  by  their  own  generous 
impulses,  and  the  ail-pervading  spirit  of  the  age, 
will  accomplish  on  this  subject  all  that  the  most 
enlightened  philanthropy  and  most  ardent  patriot- 
ism could  desire,  and  our  whole  country,  in  its  all 
length  and  breadth,  become  in  fact,  what  it  is  al- 
ready in  name,  the  freest  on  earth. 

From  the  foregoing  you  will  readily  infer  an 
affirmative  answer  to  the  3d  interrogatory. 

I have  thus  answered  with  great  frankness,  and 
with  such  minuteness  as  time  would  permit,  your 
several  interrogatories. 

I have  only  to  add  an  assurance  of  the  great  con-  j 
sideration  and  respect  with  which  I have  the  honor 
to  be,  gentlemen,  your  friend  and  servant, 

L.  BRADISH. 

Hon.  Win.  Jay  and  Gerritt  Smith,  Committee. 

JUDGE  MASON. 

The  first  term  of  the  criminal  court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  having  closed  on  Friday,  the  28th 
September,  1S3S,  immediately  after  the  adjourn- 
ment, a meeting  of  the  members  of  the  bar  and  of- 
ficers of  the  couit  of  Washington  county  was  held 
in  the  court  room. 

Gen.  Walter  Jones  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
P.  R.  Fendall  was  appointed  secretary. 

Mr.  Hoban,  alter  some  preliminary  remarks,  of- 
fered the  following  resolutions,  which  were  second-  ( 
ed  by  Mr.  Bradley,  and  unanimously  adopted: 

1.  Resolved , That  the  members  of  this  meeting 
entertain  the  highest  respect  for  the  hon.  Thom- 
son F.  Mason,  judge  of  the  criminal  court  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  avail  themselves  of  this 
opportunity  to  testify,  individually  and  collectively, 
their  sense  of  his  ability,  impartiality,  and  dignity, 
in  discharging  the  highly  responsible  duties  of  the 
station  to  which  he  has  been  lately  called. 

2.  Resolved , That,  in  further  manifestation  of  the 
sentiments  of  this  meeting,  a committee  of  three,  of 
whom  the  chairman  shall  be  one,  be  appointed,  with 
instructions  to  invite  Judge  Mason  to  a dinner  at 
such  time  as  may  be  most  convenient  to  him. 

Gen.  Alexander  Hunter,  marshal  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  col.  William  Brent,  clerk  of  the 
court,  were  appointed  to  constitute,  with  the  chair- 
man, the  committee  under  the  second  resolution. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

W.  JONES,  chairman. 

P.  R.  Fendall,  secretary. 


The  following  is  the  correspondence  between  the 
committee  and  "the  judge: 

Washington,  Sept.  28,  183S. 

Dear  Sir:  It  is  with  great  and  sincere  pleasure 
we  fulfil  our  commission  by  communicating  to  you 
the  enclosed  proceedings  and  resolutions  of  a full 
convention  ol  the  bar  and  officers  of  the  court  here, 
who  were  not  only  unanimous  in  all  the  sentiments 
expressed  in  the  resolutions,  but  most  zealous  for 
the  public  expression  of  those  sentiments;  and  in 
the  .desire  that  yon  should  afford  them  the  oppor- 
tunity requested,  ot  enjoying  your  company  at  the 
social  board,  and  there  more  cordially  manifesting 
their  esteem  and  affection  for  your  public  and  pri- 
vate character.  For  ourselves,  individually,  we 
beg  you  to  accept  our  most  hearty  wishes  that  you 
may  find  it  convenient  and  agreeable  lo  yourself, 
personally,  lo  comply  with  the  request  indicated  in 
.the  enclosed  resolutions,  and  lo  assure  yen  of  the 
high  respect  and  cordial  esteem  with  which  we 
remain  your  friends  and  obedient  servants, 
Walter  Jones,  ^ 

Alexander  Hunter,  > Committee. 
William  Brent,  ) 

To  the  hon.  Thomson  F.  Mason. 

JUDGE  MASON’S  REPLY. 

Alexandria,  Oct.  4,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  with  deep  sensi- 
bility your  letter  communicaling  the  proceedings 
and  resolutions  of  the  bar  and  officers  of  the  court 
of  Washington  county. 

Entirely  conscious  how  far  the  sentiments  and 
expressions  of  this  meeling  extend  beyond  any  de- 
sert of  mine,  I have  still  received  them  with  plea- 
sure and  with  pride,  as  affording  a proof  of  personal 
kindness  and  partiality  from  those  whose  good 
opinion  I most  highly  value,  and  whose  approba- 
tion will  always  be  cherished  as  one  of  the  strong- 
est incentives  to  future  exertion. 

J pray  you  lo  present  my  acknowledgments  to 
the  members  of  the  bar  and  officers  of  the  court 
whom  you  represent  in  the  most  acceptable  terms, 
and  assure  them  I exceedingly  regret  that  the  in- 
firm state  of  my  health  compels  me  to  decline  the 
invitation  to  meet  them  at  “the  social  board,” 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  would  have  af- 
forded me  so  much  pleasure. 

For  yourselves,  gentlemen,  accept  my  most  heart- 
felt thanks  for  the  kind  and  generous  terms  in  which 
you  have  communicated  these  proceedings,  and  the 
assurances  of  my  highest  personal  regard  and  es- 
teem. Thomson  F.  Mason. 

To  general  Walter  Jones,  general  Alexander 
Hunter,  col.  William  Brent,  committee,  8cc. 


IMPORTANT  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  A. 

Mexico,  September  8,  1838. 

Sir  : Herewith  I have  (lie  honor  to  enclose  to  you 
copies  of  correspondence  between  Captain  D.  G. 
Farragut  ot  tire  United  Slates  ship  Erie,  and  Com- 
modore Bazoche,  commanding  the  French  naval 
forces  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  which  you  will  please 
have  inserted  in  the  papers  ot  your  place  for  the  in- 
formation of  our  merchants. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
Wm.  D.  Jones. 

J.  W.  Breedlove,  esq. 

Collector  of  customs,  New  Orleans. 

Vera  Cruz,  U.  S.  Ship  Erie, 

August  27,  1833. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  a rumor  in  the  United 
States  that  (he  vessels  appearing  off  the  ports  ot 
Mexico  will  be  captured  by  the  French  cruisers,  and 
not  warned  off,  as  heretofore,  with  an  endorsement 
on  their  papers,  I have  been  directed  by  my  com- 
manding officer,  Commodore  Dallas,  to  ascertain  the 
fact,  in  older  that  our  citizens  may  be  officially  noti- 
fied of  it.  You  will,  therefore,  sir,  confer  a great 
favor  on  me  by  informing  me  if  any  such  order  has 
been  given  vou,  or  any  other  change  made  in  the 
system  of  blockade,  as  proclaimed  by  you  on  the 
loth  April  last. 

1 have  Ihe  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the 
highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut,  Lt.  comdt. 

To  Com.  Bazoche, 

Commanding  French  naval  forces,  &c. 
[translation.] 

On  board  his  majetity’s  frigate  Hermione, 
August  28,  18S8,  Anchorage  off  Sacrifcios. 
The  commander  of  the  stuiion  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  letter  which  you  addressed 
me  yesterday,  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
there  has  been  no  change  in  the  blockade,  but  it  ap- 
plies novv  in  all  its  exceptions,  &c.  consequent  upon 
it,  The  vessels  that  presented  themselves  before 
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the  ports  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  before  the  notifica- 
tion, were  warned  off;  but  now  that  the  notification 
has  been  made  to  your  government,  and  is  known  in 
the  ports  of  the  Union,  it  is  evident  that  all  vessels 
that  present  themselves  have  the  intention  to  force 
the  blockade,  and  in  such  case  will  be  detained  until 
the  decision  of  the  government  be  know  n. 

These,  sir,  are  (he  general  rules  of  I he  blockade 
which  have  been  adopted.  You  will  also  remark 
that  there  has  been  no  change  made  in  the  rules, 
but  the  application  has  been  made  more  rigorous 
since  your  government  has  been  officially  informed 
of  its  establishment. 

With  expressions  of  sentiments  the  most  distin- 
guished, I have  the  honor,  sir,  to  salute  you. 

Sazoche. 

To  Mr.  Farragut, 

Commandant  of  the  corvette  Erie,  of  the  U S. 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  TOBACCOS. 

COMMERCIAL  NOTICE. 

Merchants  w'ho  would  like  to  furnish  exotic  to- 
baccos for  the  supplies  of  the  royal  manfuctures, 
are  informed  that  on  Thursday , the  27th  of  Decem- 
ber next,  at  1 o’clock,  P.  M.  a public  adjudication 
will  be  proceeded  to  at  the  department  of  finance 
upon  sealed  proposals,  viz:  1st.  Of  2,600,000,  to 
3,600,000  kilogrammes  of  Virginia  leaf  tobacco, 
from  the  crops  of  1S37  and  1838.  2d.  Of  2,600,000 

to  3,600,000  kilogrammes  of  Kentucky  leaf  tobacco, 
from  the  same  crops.  3d.  Of  800,000  kilogrammes 
of  Maryland  leaf  tobacco,  from  the  same  crops. 
4th.  Of  50,000  kilogrammes  of  Havana  leaf  tobac- 
co, (vuelta  abajo)  quality  injuriado,  from  the  crop 
of  1838.  5th.  Of  20,000  to  25,000  kilogrammes  of 
leaf  tobacco  of  the  Levant.  A separate  proposal 
is  to  be  made  for  each  of  these  supplies;  the  pro- 
posals will  oe  deposited  on  the  table  of  the  council 
at  the  opening  of  the  sitting.  Copies  of  the  condi- 
tions approved  by  the  minister  of  finances,  to  serve 
as  a basis  for  each  of  the  adjudications,  will  be  put 
at  the  disposal  of  the  merchants  in  the  office  of  the 
administration  of  tobacco,  at  Paris,  and  in  the  royal 
manufactures  of  Paris,  Havre,  Bordeaux,  Marseilles, 
and  Morlaix.  The  types,  in  conformity  of  which 
the  deliveries  will  have  to  be  made,  will  be  depo- 
sited at  the  manufacture  of  Paris,  where  merchants 
will  be  able  to  inspect  them  every  day  from  12  M. 
to  4 o’clock,  P.  M.  The  director  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  tobacco. 

PASQUIER. 

Paris,  Sept.  7th,  13.33. 


PROMOTIONS  AND  APPOINTMENTS. 

War  Department, 

Adjutant  General’s  Office, 
Washington,  Nov.  1,  1S38. 

General  Orders,  } 

No.  46.  5 

I.  Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States  since  the  publication  of  the  Army 
Register  of  September  1st,  1833. 

First  Regiment  of  Artillery. 

Second  lieutenant  Joseph  Hooker  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  November,  1833,  vice  Watson,  resigned. 

Second  Regiment  of  Artillery. 

Brevet  colonel  James  Bankhead,  lieutenant  colo- 
nel of  the  4th  artillery,  to  be  colonel,  16th  Septem- 
ber, 1S3S,  vice  Lindsay,  deceased. 

First  lieutenant  Michael  M Clark,  to  be  captain 
13th  September,  1333,  vice  Belton,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Edward  D.  Townsend,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  16th  September,  1833,  vice  Clark, 
promoted. 

Fou>th  Regiment  of  Artillery. 

Brevet  lieutenant  colonel  Alexander  C.  W.  Fan- 
ning, major,  to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  16th  Septem- 
ber, 133S,  vice  Bankhead,  promoted. 

Captain  Francis  S.  Belton,  of  the  2d  artillery,  to 
be  major,  16th  September,  1833,  vice  Fanning, 
promoted. 

First  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

Frederick  H.  Masten,of  New  York,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  25ih  September,  1838. 

William  W.  Pew,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  5th  October,  1S3S. 

Second  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

Christopher  S.  Lovell,  of  South  Carolina,  to  be 
second  lieutenant,  1st  August,  1838. 

E W.  Hardenbergh,  of  New  York,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  18th  September,  1838. 

Third  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

Brevet  major  Henry  Wilson,  captain  of  the  4th 
infantry,  to  be  major.  1st  November,  1838,  vice 
Young,  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  Joseph  H.  Eaton,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  3d  September,  1838,  vice  Cutts,  de- 
ceased. 

S.  D.  Dobbins,  of  Pennsylvnia,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 29t.b  September,  1833. 


John  B.  Peyton,  of  Maryland,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  October,  1838. 

Thomas  B.  Glen,  of  Georgia,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 15th  October,  1838. 

Fourth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

First  lieutenant  Robert  C.  Buchanan,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 1st  November,  1838,  vice  Wilson,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Henry  Prince,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 7th  July,  1838,  vice  Reeve,  appointed  in 
the  8th  infantry. 

Second  lieutenant  Stephen  T.  Tibbatts,  to  be 
first  lieutenant,  1st  November,  1S38,  vice  Buchan- 
an, promoted. 

Richard  E.  Cochran,  of  Delaware,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  18th  September,  1S38. 

Theodoric  H.  Porter,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be 
second  lieutenant,  5th  October.  1838. 

Edward  G.  Elliot,  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
to  be  second  lieutenant,  1st  November,  1838. 

Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

Second  lieutenant  William  M.  D.  McKissack, 
to  be  first  lieutenant,  1st  October,  1S38,  vice  Da- 
veiss,  resigned. 

Sixth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

Second  lieutenant  John  C.  Fletcher,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  1st  November,  1838,  vice  Walker  re- 
signed. 

Andrew’  J.  Field,  of  New  York,  to  be  second 
lieutenant,  1st  August,  1838,  to  rank  next  above 
lieutenant  Edes,  (No.  8 being  his  true  position  on 
the  Army  Register  of  the  1st  September.) 

James  Belger,  sergeant  major,  to  be  second  lieu- 
tenant, 15th  October,  1S38. 

Rensselaer  W.  Foote,  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  se- 
cond lieutenant,  1st  November,  1838. 

Seventh  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

Charles  Hanson,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to 
be  second  lieutenant,  6th  September,  1838. 

William  B.  Greene,  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  se- 
cond lieutenant,  6lh  October,  1838. 

Eighth  Regiment  of  In  fantry. 

First  lieutenant  Isaac  V.  I).  Reeve,  of  the  4th 
infantry,  to  be  first  lieutenant,  7th  July,  1838,  vice 
Daveiss,  declined. 

Second  lieutenant  John  M.Harvie,to  be  first 
lieutenant,  7th  July,  1838,  vice  Whipple  declined 
w ho  reverts  to  his  former  regiment,  the  5th  infan- 
try, as  second  lieutenant. 

Arthur  T.  Lee,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  second, 
lieutenant,  8th  October,  1S38. 

Quartermaster's  Department. 

John  M.  Washington,  captain  41  h artillery,  to  be 
assistant  quartermaster,  7th  July.  1S38. 

Samuel  R Dusenbury,  Capf.  4th  artillery,  to  be 
assistant  quartermaster,  7th  July,  1838. 

II. ..Casualties  (7.) — Resignations  (4.) 

Major  ( 1 . ) 

Nathaniel  Young,  3d  infantry,  31st  Oct.,  1838. 

First  Lieutenants  (3.) 

George  Watson,  1st  artillery,  31st  Oef.,  1838. 
Camillus  C.  Daveiss,  5th  infantry,  30  Sept.,  1S3S. 
Win.  Id.  T.  Walker,  6th  infantry,  3 1st  Oct.  1838. 

Deaths,  (3.) 

Colonel  William  Lindsay,  2d  artillery,  at  Hunts- 
ville, Alabama,  15th  September,  1338. 

First  lieutenant  Thomas  Cutts,  3d  infantry,  at 
Fort  Jesup,  La.,  2d  September,  1838. 

Assistant  surgeon  Thomas  Law,  at  Fort  Eliza- 
belli,  N.  J.,  6th  September,  1838. 

III.. .The  officers  promoted  and  appointed  will 
report  according  to  their  promotions  and  appoint- 
ments, and  join  their  proper  regiments,  companies, 
or  stations,  without  delay;  those  on  detached  ser- 
vice, or  acting  under  special  orders,  will  report  by 
letter  to  their  respective  colonels. 

Captain  Washington,  A.  Q.  M.,  at  his  request, 
will  join  his  company  in  Florida,  for  service  in  the 
line  during  active  field  operations,  the  ensuing  win- 
ter; and  afterwards  report  to  the  quartermaster 
general  lor  duty  in  its  proper  department. 

Bv  order : 

R.  JONES,  Adj.  General. 


THE  HAYTIAN  REPUBLIC. 

We  copy  the  following  letter  from  the  Journal  of 
Commerce,  to  which  it  was  given  for  publication 
by  a mercantile  house  of  this  city.  The  writer,  it 
will  be  seen,  is  the  consular  agent  of  tile  Uidted 
States  for  the  port  of  Aux  Caves — the  only  official 
person  recognised  by  our  government  in  the  whole 
republic  of  Hayti.  The  information  contained  in 
the  letter  is  valuable,  and  its  suggestions  strike  ns 
as  worthy  of  immediate  attention  and  action.  We 
can  imagine  no  good  reason  why  the  existence  of 
Hayti,  as  a foreign  power,  should  not  be  properly 
recognised  by  our  government  in  the  usual  form. — 
Certainly  there  is  as  much  reason  for  such  recogni- 
tion as  there  ever  was,  or  is  now,  for  the  establish- 
ment of  diplomatic  relations  with  the  republic  of 
Texas.  Even  though  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  a “north- 
ern president  with  southern  principles,”  he  need 


not  be  so  very  particular  to  keep  aloof  from  the  na- 
tion of  colored  men.  If  the  south  has  not  any  de- 
sire to  trade  with  them  the  north  has;  and  as  the 
trade  is  valuable  it  ought  to  receive  the  usual  facili- 
ties. 

Port  au  Prince,  ( Hayti,)  Sept.  24,  1S38. 

I arrived  hereon  the  13th  inst.  from  St. Thomas, 
where  I had  been  detained  five  weeks  for  an  oppor- 
tunity. My  reception  here  from  President  Boyer 
has  been  all  that  I could  possibly  expect,  but  1 was 
given  to  understand  that  it  was  entirely  owing  to 
the  influence  that  Bishop  England’s  letter  had  w itli 
him.  The  Haylian  government  consider  themselves 
so  much  aggrieved  by  the  United  States  having  no 
accredited  agent  there,  that  they  wish  tor  no  com- 
munication with  any  agent  unless  he  brings  a letter 
from  Washington  with  Iris  commission.  1 have 
been  allowed  to  act  quietly,  and  no  obstacles  are  to 
be  thrown  in  my  way;  but  no  lormal  recognition 
can  be  given  until  our  government  accede  to  their 
wish.  My  commission  was  for  Aux  Cayes,  but  as 
no  other  agent  of  the  United  States  in  the  island  is 
allowed  to  act,  I am  tor  the  time  consular  agent  for 
Hayti. 

Mr.  Boyer,  in  my  interview  with  him,  told  me 
that  all  lie  wished  from  the  American  government 
vvasthis.  That  thesecretary  of  state  should  address 
an  official  letter  to  the  secretary  general  of  Hayti, 
informing  him  of  my  appointment.  As  soon  as 
this  was  done,  I should  receive  my  exequatur,  the 
president  said,  and  that  “the  ten  per  cent,  additional 
duty  now’  charged  on  vessels  of  all  nations  which 
have  not  accredited  agents,  would  immediately  be 
removed  from  ours,  and  the  trade  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  that  of  any  other  nation.”  No  for- 
mal recognition  by  congress  was  asked  for,  he  told 
me.  The  appointment  of  consular  agents  is  vested 
in  the  president  alone,  and  does  not  require  the  con- 
firmation of  congress  as  that  of  a consul  does,  al- 
though in  fact  the  instructions  of  both  are  exactly 
the  same.  I beg  your  particular  attention  to  what 
I am  about  to  state,  as  it  is  a subject  of  deep  inte- 
rest to  me,  and  I think  of  impoitance  to  our  mer- 
cantile community. 

If  the  American  government  comply  with  presi- 
dent Boyer’s  wish,  it  would  be  the  means  of  greatly 
increasing  the  present  intercourse,  the  value  of 
which  even  now,  with  so  many  and  great  obstacles 
constantly  thrown  in  the  way,  must  be  of  some  con- 
sequence, as  many  of  our  vessels  are  engaged  in  it 
still.  These  obstacles  would  be  removed,  and  every 
possible  facility  given.  Our  domestic  cotton  goods 
could  then  come  into  market,  and  we  could  under- 
sell t he  shippers  from  England.  Even  in  the  sale 
of  East  India  goods  we  could  at  least  compete  with 
them.  You  can  imagine  the  extent  of  the  supply 
of  these  articles  for  a population  of  9()(),0!)(),  whose 
wants,  as  the  progress  of  education  and  civilization 
advances,  must  be  constantly  increasing.  Tiie 
trade  of  Hayti  will  be  of  more  importance  to  t he 
United  States  than  of  all  the  British  West  Indies. 
In  making  this  assertion  I am  not  advancing  any 
speculative  idea  of  my  own,  but  am  borne  out  by 
the  opinion  of  t lie  old  established  merchants  here, 
and  I think  you  would  learn  the  same  from  those  in 
America  who  are  either  now  or  have  been  engaged 
in  commerce  with  this  country.  One  great  advan- 
tage even  now  we  have  over  it — our  vessels  can 
bring  hither  the  produce  ot  any  foreign  nation,  and 
bv  admitted  to  an  entry  from  any  loreign  port.  Be- 
sides, w'e  always  have  return  freight,  while  from 
most  of  the  English  islands  our  vessels  have  to  look 
elscw'here  for  it. 

If,  through  my  representation  and  exertions,  this 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  state  can  be  obtained, 
it  would  give  me  a great  deal  of  interest  here,  and, 
by  and  by,  I may  obtain  a farther  reduction  of  du- 
ties in  our  favor,  particularly  as  most  of  the  exports 
from  this  country  are  admitted  duty  free  in  the  Unite  d 
States,  viz.  coffee,  mahogany,  and  logwood.  I am 
told  I made  a favorable  impression  on  president  Boy- 
er, and  he  was  pleased  to  say  to  me  that  my  appoint- 
ment as  consuiaragent  of  Hayti  would  be  most  grati- 
fying to  him.  Giving  this  letter  publication  w’ould  not 
in  any  way  comproinit  the  interests  of  the  southern 
states;  on  the  contrary,  it  would  tend  to  increase 
the  demand  for  their  staple  article — and  if,  among 
thpir  slaves,  thpre  should  he  any  troubled  or  disaf- 
fected spirits  they  could  be  sent  here,  where  they 
would  he  gladly  received,  and  where,  in  this  ex- 
tensive ar.d  magnificent  country,  t hero  would  be 
room  for  the  entire  of  their  slave  population,  should 
they,  at  some  future  period,  deem  it  advisable  to 
set  them  at  liberty.  A petition  from  the  merchants 
and  captains  engaged  in  this  trade,  worded  as 
strongly  as  possible,  stating  the  disadvantages  they 
now  labor  under,  and  the  beneficial  effects,  both 
present  and  prospective,  that  would  result  from  the 
secretary’s  compliance  with  1 he  wish  of  the  Hav- 
tian  government,  would,  added  to  my  official  repre- 
sentation. have  very  great  effect.  [IY,  Y.  Com.Adv. 
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C.mii  loll-,  <!yc.  The  toils  collected  on  the  Now 
York  state  canals  during  the  second  weed  ia  October, 
was 

In  1317  55i,314  27 

In  1333,  03,917  16 


Being  an  increase  of  @3, 632  73  or  17  per  cent.,  and 
aboil  wi.OO'J  more  than  the  tolls  of  18.15. 

Tile  ilutran  1 wheat  arrived  at  the  Hudson  river,  via 
the  canal,  during  the  s'tune  tune,  was 

o bills,  jlnur.  bush,  wheal. 

In  1837,  ' 44,241  16,  UJ 

in  1338,  46,011  46,365 


Being an  increase  of  1,773  30,175 

T.ie  merchandize  shippped  at  Albany  and  Troy  du- 
ring the  ;ame  period,  was 

In  1337,  6,420,000  pounds, 

In  1338,  9, 000,700  pounds, 

Being  an  increase  of  3,570,700  pounds,  or  55  per  ct. 

City  property.  From  a communication  received 
by  the  councils  from  the  comptroller  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  wo  learn  that  the  value  of  the 
property  belonging  to  die  city,  is  estimated  at  nearly 
seventeen  mil. ions  of  dollars,  and  that  toe  annual 
rent-derived  from  it,  is  one  hundred  and  sixty  six  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  ninety  dollars: 


Valuation. 

Building. 

Anu’i 

rental. 

At  Brooklyn 

72  500  00 

2,744 

At  Wiiliamsburg 

4 0O0  00 

100 

At  Haliett’s  Cove 

4.000  00 

90 

Eighty-sixth  street 
Ci  v lots 

4,000  00 
1,276,250  00 

25,578 

In  use  by  fire  dep’t.  - 

139,550  00 

81,459 

Public  markets  - 

1,167,820  00 

166,000 

33,600 

Piers  and  slips,  East 
river 

1,033,000  00 

91,033 

Piers  and  slips,  North 
river 

Property  between  22J 
and  421  s. reels 

Property  north  of  42d 
street 

Value  of  quit  rents  of 
city  lots  - - - 

655  000  00 
1,030,350  00 
1,160,500  00 
9,576  00 

463 

Do.  common  lands  - 

6,773  20 

333 

Value  of  halls  ol  justice 

376  000  00 

473,000 

D ) public  land  - 

7,665,000  00 

560,000 

JDj  quit  rents  of  watei 
grants  - 

215,293  00 

12,461 

16,535,914  20 

1,233,450 

166,100 

Funny  Wright’s  lectures  in  Now  York  have  been 
productive  of  many  riots  and  disorders.  On  Sunday 
night  last  another  riot  occurred  at  the  Masonic  Hull 
when  she  was  lecturing  to  up  wards  of  5,030  persons. 
The  Express  eras — 

At  the  close  of  the  performance,  nearly  an  hour  was 
consumed  before  the  male  portion  of  the  audience  re- 
tired from  the  hall.  By  this  time  the  crowd  without 
had  increased  to  a most  fearful  extent — no:  less  than 
10,033  persons  were  assembled  in  front  of  tho  building. 
A large  number  ol  Icin  nes,  who,  (to  their  shame  be  it 
said,)  had  attended  the  lecture,  now  attempted  to  effect 
their  egress.  This  movement  was  not  effected  without 
the  most  degrading  insults,  and  partial  and  personal 
violence  from  tire  mob. 

Tire  bonnet  of  each  female  was  upturned  as  she 
passed,  and  the  most  disgusting  epithets  applied  to  cadi 
passer  by,  the  crowd  eagerly  searching  for  the  object  of 
their  increased  and  excited  passions.  At  length  the 
heroine  of  the  hour  made  her  appearance,  as  she  pass- 
ed down  the'  staircase  and  the  long  passage  way,  no 
symptoms  of  personal  violence  were  exhibited,  but  the 
Holing  of  the  assein blunge  were  manifested  by  means 
of  groans,  loud  add  deep.  As  the  fair  Fanny  reached 
the  street  door,  tiro  crowd  made  a simultaneous  rush 
toward  her.  Being  sunmnded  by  tire  police,  she  was 
in  a measure  protected  from  violence;  but  yet  so  treat 
was  the  pressure  that  she  was  lifted  from  her  feet  and 
forced  along  the  walk  to  the  corner  of  Anthony  sireet. 
Down  the  street  her  supporters  were  forced,  and  the 
watchman  forming  a double  file  cordon  for  a moment 
stayed  the  violence  of  the  mob,  till  sire  was  placed  in  a 
coach,  which  was  fortunately  at  hand,  and  hurried  off, 
homeward  bound,  amid  the  shouts  and  imprecations  of 
the  multitude,  thousands  of  whom  followed  her  even  to 
tbs  door  of  her  lodgings. 

Other  scenes  of  riot  ensued,  and  it  was  only  by  the 
vigilance,  and  resolution  of  lire  city  authorities,  by 
which  some  of  tire  ringleaders  were  arrested,  that  they 
were  suppressed. 

Major  general  Macomb  arrived  at  Sackett’s  Harbor  on 
the  Gdi  last,  and  reviewed  the  troops.  He  was  much 
pleased  with  the  fine  discipline  they  exhibited  under 
their  accomplished  commandant,  colonel  Wurth.  Gen. 
Eustis  and  assistant  adjutant  gen.  Shrivel'  are  also 
there,  and  the  town  presents  quite  an  aspect  of  a mili- 
tary garrison. 

Moil  robbery.  The  great  mail  from  Montreal  on  its 
way  to  New,  York,  on  Friday  evening  last,  about  nine 
o’clock,  was  robbed  near  tiie  house  of  Stephen  Van 
Rensscilaer,  about  half  a mile  out  of  Albany.  Th 
mail  was  found  on  Saturday  morning  cut  open  near 


the  road  side.  Only  a small  part  of  the  contents  were 
token  out.  ft  was  conveyed  lo'the  Albany  post  office. 
Nothing  for  the  city  of  New  York,  it  is  believed,  was 
taken  out'. 

Major  Noah’s  European  correspondent  says:  “’The 
emperor  of  Austria  came  within  an  ace  of  being  sent 
‘'sky  high.”  with  ail  his  coterie,  at.  the  time  of  Ids  coro- 
nation a:  Milan.  A quantity  of  powder  was  oppor- 
tunely 'discovered  under  one  of  the  tombs  of  the  cathe- 
dral.” 

Boron  protelina.  We  learn  from  the  Canada  papers 
that  an  individual  calling  hi  n-telf  John  BradiUh  lilio- 
rr7t,  Baron  Pratelina,  has  been  imposing  upon  the 
good  subjects  of  her  majesty  in  that  country.  The 
same  individual,  under  the  name  and  style  o {John  Bra- 
ditch  Fliooirh.  count  ol  Eliovicii,  and  baron  Wulback, 
has  been,  for  eighteen  months  past,,  swindling  the  pco 
p'e  of  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia.  Washington, 
and  Baltimore.  In  each  uf  those  cities  he  has  incurred 
large  deb  s,  and  not  one  cent  of  vvhicli  it  is  believed  he 
ever  paid.  In  Philadelphia  he  was  convicted  last  win- 
ter of  forgery,  but,  through  the  singular  Credulity  of  the 
mayor’s  con,  :,  before  whom  he  was  tried,  in  his  own 
assertions  of  innocence,  and  in  the  testimony  of  an  ac- 
complice, who  has  since  been  convicted  of  horse-steal- 
ing in  our  court  of  criminal  sessions,  was  permitted  to 
go  at  large' on  bail,  and  granted  a new  trial.  A few 
days  before  the  second  trial  was  to  be  had,  he  abscond- 
ed, leaving  ms  bail  to  pay  $2,000,  the  amount  of  the 
recognizance.  [Philad.  Nat.  Gaz. 

Le  Ciapeau  de  Pciilh.  An  amusing  instance  of  the 
blunders  of  our  transatlantic  contemporaries  is  contain- 
ed in  the  following  notice  in  the  London  Court  Journal: 

Her  majesty  looked  unusually  well  and  appeared  to 
' be  in  excellent  health  and  spirits.  Her  majesty  wore 
on  this  ocens'on  the  elegant  hat  lately  sent  to  her  by 
the  stale  of  Massachusetts,  through  their  honorable 
representative,  Carl  King,  esq.  which  came  by  the 
Great  Western-  This:  truly  beautiful  hat  is  made  of  a 
grass  peculiar  to  tint  state,  called  June  grass,  on  ac- 
count of  its  springing  up  and  decaying  in  that  month, 
the  hat  wr.s  universally  admired  by  ail  the  ladies  in  at- 
tendance on  her  majesty,  who  very  graciously  allowed 
each  of  them  ’o  try  it  on,  they  all  expressing  a great  de- 
sire to  avail  themselves  of  the  first  opportunity  they 
ever  had  of  wearing  an  American  hat.  We  calculate, 
ns  brother -Jonathan  woulcf  say,  that  if  the  hats  usually 
worn  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts  are  all  as  hand- 
some as  the  one  sent  to  her  majesty,  the  young  ladies 
must  be  worth  looking  at. 

Growth  of  Buffalo.  A friend  from  this  enterprising 
city  has  informed  the  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  “Courier  and 
Enquirer,”  that  there  are  now  near  two  hundred  build- 
ings going  up — besides  the  eighteen  churches  now  built, 
there  are  two  m ire  going  up,  one  a Catholic,  which  is 
to  be  otic  hundred  and  eighty  feet  long,  and  eighty  feet 
wide.  About  five  hundred  vessels  now  navigate  the 
lakes.  For  the  last  month  all  the  canal  boats  have 
come  full,  and  are  loaded  with  goods,  so  much  so,  that 
it  is  diffi  rule  to  find  vesrcls  enough  to  forward  the  goods 
up  the  lake.  O.ie  ne  w steamboat  has  commenced  run- 
ning. accommodating  one  Thousand  pas'engers.  On 
the  23;h  of  August  upwards  of  two  thousand  passe.nl 
gers  left  to  go  up  the  lake.  Buffalo  now  contains  up- 
wards of  twenty-two  thousand  inhabitants. 

Steam  chips.  The  Courier  states  that,  a t association 
in  this  city  is  in  contemplation  to  build  a large  steam 
ship  to  act  in  r dproeity  and  co-operation  with  the 
Liverpool  steam  ship  company.  New  York  performing 
her  part,  will,  therefore,  while  thus  connected  with  the 
Liverpool  company,  not  be  under  the  necessity  of  mak- 
ing for  the  present  a heavy  investment  in  this  experi- 
ment. The  abandonment  of  our  fine  packets  must  be 
a work  of  time.  [Ah  Y.  Slur. 

Westward  Ho!  A fleet  of  some  nine  steamboats 
left  our  harbor  this  morning,  and,  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  for  the  far  west,  bearing  from  the  wharves  at  least 
fifteen  hundred  passengers.  In  the  space  of  one  day 
has  a population  sufficient  to  create  a respectable  sized 
village  been  removed  from  among  us,  and  yet  we  do 
not  miss  them.  The*/  come  among  us,  stay  perhaps  a 
week,  and  depart,  without  increasing  bur  population 
perceptibly.  It  would  seem  that  the  whole  world  is  on 
the  move,  and  passing  and  re-passing  through  our 
city.  By  the  way  our  harbor  is  too  small  by  one-half 
for  the  increasing  commerce  of  the  lakes,  especially  at 
such  a time  as  this,  when  the  wind  down  the  lake  has 
prevented  departure  for  some  days,  and  at  the  same  time 
been  filling  it  with  arrivals.  The  guardians  of  Buffalo  • 
and  its  interests  must  become  active  in  an  enterprise 
so  desirable,  and  in  fact  so  essential  to  its  future  pros- 
perity. [ Buffalo  Com.  Ado. 

Trespass  on  the  eastern  rail-road  On  Tuesday  even- 
ing, two  men,  who  had  taken  scats  in  the  cars  for  Sa- 
lem, in  a state  of  intoxication,  became  riotous,  and  at 
Lynn  it  was  necessary  to  take  them  out  of  the  cars. 
They  then  threatened  to  be  revenged,  and  followed  the 
train  on  the  road  towards  Salem.  In  consequence  of 
this  threat,  tho  engineer  of  the  return  train,  which  left 
Salem  after  dark,  kept  a careful  watch  l’or  any  obstruc- 
tion, and  before  reaching  Lynn,  found  a great  number 
of  stones  placed  on  the  track,  which,  as  the  train  mov- 
ed slowly,  did  no  injury.  Search  was  made  for  the 
men,  and  they  were  soon  found  and  arrested.  They 
had,  after  the  passage  of  the  train,  placed  other  obstruc- 
tions on  the  road.  They  were  yesterday  carried  be- 
fore the  police  court  in  Salem,  and  bound  over  for  trial 
in  the  sum  of  $800  each,  and  for  want  of  sureties  were 
committed.  [Boston  Ado. 


The  Far  West,  published  at  Liberty,  Mo.  says:  “From 
•all  we  can  learn  the  Indians  residing  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Missouri,  have  not  manifested  the  least  un- 
friendly feeling  towards  the  white  citizens.  There  is 
certainly  not  the  smallest  degree  of  reason  or  cause  to 
produce  any  apprehension  of  a disturbance  with  them.” 

Yankeeism.  The  brig  William,  capf.  Underwood, 
sailed  from  ibis  port  some  months  ago  with  the  ma- 
chinery complete  for  a cotton  factory,  with  men,  wo- 
men, boys,  and  girls,  to  run  it,  bound  to  San  Bias,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Santiago,  on  the  west  coast  of 
Me  xic.o.  News  has  just  been  received  of  her  sale  ar- 
rival. There  ihe  owner  of  the  cargo  intends  to  put  his 
“noffon.v’  in  operation,  by  way,  we  suppose,  of  extend- 
ing the  “American  system.”  [IV.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

St.  Louis  enlerprize.  A meeting  was  held  in  St. 
Louis,  on  the  10th  ult.  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
establishing  communication  by  st  a nbo.its  with  New 
York,  via  New  Orleans.  Resolutions  were,  adopted 
declaring  the  plan  practicable,  and  appointing  a com- 
mittee to  correspond  with  persons  in  tiie  eastern  cities, 
asking  information  o:i  the  subject.  A committee  was 
also  appointed  to  obtain  statistics  relative  to  the  import 
and  export  trade  of  S'.  Louis,  and  the  necessity  for 
opening  a direct  trade,  &c.  The  committees  are  to 
make  their  report  at  an  early  day. 

Methodist  Church.  The  missionary  society  attached 
to  tiie  Methodist  Conference  in  Ohio,  met  on  the  1st 
ult.  in  Culumbu?.  A collection  of  $490  was  taken 
up,  to  which  a gentleman  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  added  $100,  making  $11,000  raised  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Conference  during  the  past  year  for  mis- 
sionary purposes.  The  increase  of  the  Methodist 
church  within  the  Ohio  Conference,  during  the  past 
year,  is  3,5C0. 

The  steamboat  law.  The  steamboat  Eliwan  was  li- 
belled by  the  district  attorney,  for  South  Carolina,  to 
recover  the  penalty  of  $590  for  not  obtaining  a licence 
from  the  proper  officer,  and  for  not  having  complied 
with  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  act.  The  libel  was 
not  sustained  for  the  reason,  as  stated  by  the  district 
judge  on  the  bench,  that  he  had  been  unable  to  get  any 
competent  person  to  serve  as  an  inspector  of  the  boilers 
and  machinery  of  steamboats.  rI'he  judge  decided 
that  the  inspection  of  hulls  only,  is  not  sufficient  to  ob- 
tain a licence. 

The  steamboat  Pilot,  at  Mobile,  has  been  fitted 
five  hundred  dollars,  and  the  William  Wallace  seized, 
for  breaches  of  the  late  law  of  congress  relative  to 
steamboats. 

A frightful  steamboat  disaster  lately  took  place  near 
Dundee,  Scotland.  Tiie  Forfarshire  steamer,  one  hun- 
dred horse  power,  from  Mull  to  Dundee,  was  dashed 
to  pieces  on  a rock,  and  43  persons  found  a watery 
grave.  The  boiler  had  previously  given  way. 

Pensacola,  O.  t.  6.  The  United  States  ship  Vandalia, 
bearing  the  broad  pennant  of  coijvnodore  A.  Dallas, 
went  to  sea  on  Saturday,  tiie  20. h September. 

The  United  States  iriga'e  Constellation  sailed  from 
this  harbor  on  Tuesday,  the  2 J mat.  Her  destination 
is  Boston. 

The  Natchez.  This  fine  steam  vessel  arrived  at  New 
Orleans  on  the  13. h in  nine  days  from  New  York;  the 
passage,  says  the  Picayune,  being  in  fact  a sort  of  plea- 
sure excursion.  The  passengers  had  n fine  chance  of 
seeing  a littio  of  tiie  Otd  Dominion,  the  lovely  island  of 
Cuba,  the  palaces  at  Havana,  &e.  &c.  The  Natchez 
had  72  passengers  and  full  freight. 

It  is  stated  in  tho  New  Orleans  Picayune  that  the  U. 
S.  schr.  Grampus  came  very  near  being  wrecked  dar- 
ing the  late  severe  weather  in  the  gulf  She  endured  a 
series  of  protracted  gales,  blowing  on  shore,  from  the 
5th  to  the  13  h ult.,  while  between  Tampico  and  Mela- 
moras,  and  in  a few  more  hears  she  would  have  been 
aground,  when  fortunately  the  wind  changed.  The 
following  are  her  officers: 

Jno.  S.  Paine,  lieut.  commanding;  G.  C.  Williamson 
and  D.  McDiugal,  lieutenants;  Dr.  Rutter,  assistant 
surgeon;  W.  A.  Wayne,  R.  M.  Tiilotson,  W.  W. 
Polk,  and  J.  Foster,  midshipmen;  Thomas  Hanson, 

captain’s  clerk;  Win.  Johnson,  boatswain;  Rice, 

Gunner;  James  Taber,  carpenter. 

New  cars.  Mr.  Imley  has  made  some  cars  for  the 
Philadelphia,  Wilmington,  and  Baltimore  Rail  Road 
Company,  that  promise  to  create  a new  era  in  rail  road 
travelling.  Tiie  cars  are  fifty  feet  long,  and  contain 
• lateral  seats  for  day  riding. 

When  they  run  at  night  these  sea’s  are  converted 
into  berths,  and  by  having  three  tiers,  forty-eight  pas- 
sengers can  be  accommodated  with  lodgings.  A car 
constructed  on  this  plan  will  be  brought  down  the  rail 
road  tiiis  day.  [Philadelphia  Gazette. 

A French  fleet.  Cnpt.  Dukchart  who  arrived  at  Bal- 
timore last  week  inst.,  left  Havana  the  12th  inst.  and 
reports  that  the  French  brig  Cuirassier,  from  Brest,  for 
Vera  Crus,  had  arrived  at  Havana,  the  captain  of  which 
stated  that  a large  squadron  sailed  in  company,  t > rein- 
force the  blockade  at  Vera  Cruz.  The  prince  de  Join- 
vilie  was  in  command  of  one  of  tho  corvettes. 

The  baron  de  Bein' , who  has  lately  been  minister  of 
Belgium  to  this  country,  has  received  from  his  sover- 
eign Leopold,  the  cross  of  the  legion  of  honor,  and 
will  proceed  to  Constantinople  in  quality  of  Belgian 
ambassador. 

Medical  science  in  France.  The  number  of  bodies 
annually  dissected  in  Paris  is  estimated  at  from  ona 
thousand  to  fourteen  hundred. 


NILES5  NATIONAL  REGISTER. 

Fifth  series.  No.  1 1 . — V ol.  V".]  WASHINGTON  CITY,  NOVEMBER  10,  1S38.  [Vol.  LV. — Whole  No.  1,415. 

THE  PAST THE  TRESENT FOR  THE  FUTURE. 


PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED,  EVERY  SATURDAY,  BY  WILLIAM  OGDEN  NILES,  EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR,  AT  $5  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


The  secretary  of  state  returned  to  Washington 
on  Wednesday  dr  rnng  from  a visit  to  Georgia,  via 
Charleston  and  Baltimore. 

50“  77ie  secretary  of  the  navy  returned  to  Washing- 
ton on  Monday  the  5 h inst.  O.i  Friday  last  he  visite  i 
the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia,  inspecte  1 the  works  and 
capabilities  of  the  yard  with  great  care.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  he  visited  the  Naval  asylum. 

£0“Tne  New  York  American  of  Wednesday  says: 
“Among  the  passengers  in  the  Toronto , whie.h  arrived 
fro  n L liidon  a day  or  two  ago,  was  Christopher 
Hughe?,  c.stj.,  our  diary e d'affaires  at  the  court  of  Swe- 
den, who,  wo  understand,  tins  obtained  permission  to 
make  a short  vis’.:  h >:ae.  Ha  is  the  hearer  of,  despatches 
from  our  legation  in  London,  with  which  he  proceeds 
at  once  to  Washington.’’ 

Appointment  by  the  President.  D avid  Fulton,  to 

be  surveyor  general  of  public  lan  !?  in  the  state  of  Ar- 
kansas, in  the  place  of  R.  D.  C.  Collins,  declined. 

New  York  election.  We  have  a few  returns  of 
the  election  in  this  state  which  indicate  the  triumph 
of  the  whigs.  In  the  city  of  New  York  the  entire  whig 
congressional  ticket  has  been  elected  by  a majority  of 
about  1,700  votes.  The  vote  for 'governor,  senate,  and 
assembly  will  not  much  vary  from  this  result.  The 
following  extracts  from  the  Journal  of  Commerce  com- 
prise all  the  particulars  we  have  received. 

We  have  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  our  read- 
ers that  the  election  in  this  city  has  resulted  in  favor  of 
the  whigs  by  at  least  fifteen  hundred;  that  four  whig 
members  of  congress  are  elected,  being  a gain  of  two; 
that  a whig  senator  is  elected  in  the  first  senate  district, 
being  also  a whig  gain.  In  short,  the  whig  triumph  in 
the  city  is  complete.  The  following  is  a statement  of 
majorities  in  the  different  wards.  The  congressional 
ticket  was  the  one  canvassed  in  every  ward  except  the 
12th,  where  the  state  ticket  was  counted  instead.  The 
official  returns  may  exhibit  slight  variations  from  this 
statement,  but  nothing  material. 
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Whig  majority  in  city 

4012 

2303 

1703 

- 

2303 

* At  .3  o’clock  this  morning  the  votes  were  not  all 
counted, — the  whole  number  being  3930. 

First  senate  district..  This  district  comprises  the 
counties  of  New  York,  King’s  and  Richmond.  Ga- 
briel Furman,  whig,  is  elected  to  the  senate  by  a ma- 
jority of  1209  to  1500.  He  succeeds  C.  S.  Downing,  V.  B. 

MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS  ELECTED. 

Those  iii  italics  are  Whigs. 

1st  district,  Thomas  B.  Jackson.  2d  district,  James 
De  L i Montange.  3J  district,  Ogden  Hoffman,  Ed- 
ward Curtis,  Moses  H.  Grinnell.  whig  gain;  James 
Monroe,  whig  w.vo.  4th  district,  Governeur  Kemble. 
5tli  district,  Chlirles  Johnson,  whig  gain.  6th  district, 
Nathaniel  Jones.  7th  district  Rufus  Falen,  whig  gain. 
9th  district,  H.  R.  Hunt,  whig  gain.  10th  district,  D. 
D.  Barnard,  whig  gain.  11th  district,  Anson  Brown, 
whig  gain.  12th  district,  P.  J.  Waggoner,  whig  gain. 

So  far  as  heard  from  there  are  10  whigs  and  4 friends 
of  the  administration  elected. 

King’s  county.  The  following  are  complete  returns 
from  King’s  county,  for  the  assembly  ticket,  no  other 
ticket  having  been  canvassed  last  night.  It  will  be 
seen  that  Cornelius  Bergen,  whig,  and  Jeremiah  Lott, 
Van  Buren,  are  elected  to  the  assembly,  by  very  small 
majorities.  Last  year  two  whigs,  by  an  average  ma- 
jority of  187.  Showing  a Van  Buren  gain  of  about 
that  number  of  votes;-  compared  with  the  returns  a 
year  ago,  but  compared  with  the  votes  two  years  ago, 
a whig  gain  of  453. 

Whig.  Van  Buren. 

Bergen.  Silliman.  Lott.  Greenfield. 

1744  1733  1773  1722 

Bergen’s  majority  over  Greenfield,  22. 

Lott’s  majority  over  Bergen,  29. 

Vol.  V.— Sig.  11. 


Queen's  county.  Towns.  King(\V.)  Hicks  (V.  B.) 

Newton,  205  301 

’ Flushing,  000  73 

Jamaica,  000  53 


Kick’s  majority  thus  far,  235 

Three  towns  to  be  heard  from,  viz:  Hempstead 
which  is  expected  to  give  King  a majority  or  about  300; 
Nurih  Hempstead,  which  will  give  about  50  majority 
for  Hicks;  and  Oyster  Bay,  which  will  be  nearly  a do. 
In  the  last  mentioned  town,  591  votes  were  polled. 
They  will  be  canvassed  to-day.  From  these  (acts  it 
will  lie  seen  that  the  vote  :?  a close  one,  and  the  result 
doubtful.  Last  year  King’s  maj.  232.  In  133G  V.  B. 
maj.  253. 

Richmond  county.  In  Castleton  township  Seward 
and  Bradish,  for  governor  and  lieutenant  governor,  re- 
ceived 200  votes;  fvlarey  and  Tracy,  320;  Furman,  (W.) 
for  senator,  196;  Tompkins,  (V.  B.)  318;  Gurnee,  (W.) 
for  congress,  404;  Moutange,  (V.  B.)  318;  Israel  Oak- 
ley, 4;  Abraham  Simonson,  (V.  B.)  314. 

Southfield  polled  207  votes,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
given  a small  whig  majority.  Westfield  polled  340 
votes,  Northfield  400.  These  are  all  the  towns  in  the 
county.  The  votes  in  Clastleton  only  have  yet  been 
counted. 

Westchester  county , 3 o’clock,  A.  M.  Oar  express  is 
just  in  from  Westchester  county,  bringing  returns  from 
12  towns  out  of  the  21  in  the  county,  as  follows  : 
Seward.  Marcy. 

Majorities  101  859 

Most  of  the  towns  to  be  heard  from  will  give  whig 
majorities,  but  there  will,  notwithstanding,  be  a Van 
Buren  majority  in  the  county  of  300  to  500. 

In  Dutchess  county,  Mr.  Titus,  the  present  member 
of  congress,  has  been  defeated  bv  about  800  votes.  His 
majority  at  the  last  election  was  1644. 

Rhode  Island  Senator.  The  two  houses  of  the 
general  assembly  joined  in  grand  committee  Saturday 
morning  al  11  o’clock,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a 
senator  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  for  six 
years  from  the  4th  of  March  next,  in  place  of  the  Hon. 
Asher  Robbins,  whose  term  of  office  will  then  expire. 
All  the  members  of  both  houses  were  present,  and  on 
the  first  ballot  Nathan  Fellows  Dixon,  of  Westerly, 
was  elected  by  a majority  of  25  over  all  others.  The 


vote  stood  for  Nathan  F.  Dixon,  54 

Benjamin  B.  Thruston,  26 

Scattering,  2 

Blank,  1 

83 

'Necessary  to  a choice,  42 


Mr.  Dixon  lias  long  been  known  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  members  of  the  whig  party  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  state;  he  was  for  many  years  a representa- 
tive to  the  general  assembly  from  the  town  of  Westerly, 
and  for  several  sessions  was  speaker  of  the  house.  He 
is  a sound  and  able  lawyer,  and  a man  of  unblemished 
integrity.  In  the  station  to  which  be  has  been  elected 
he  will  do  credit  to  the  state,  both  by  his  abilities  and 
his  character.  The  election  cannot  fail  to  prove  highly 
satisfactory  to  the  whigs  throughout  the  state. 

[ Prov . Jour. 

Vermont.  In  the  northern  Vermont  congressional 


district  the  official  vote  is  : 

John  Smith,  (V.  B.)  4,375 

Allen,  (Whig,)  3,985 

Briggs,  (Whig,)  368 

Scattering  _ _ 74 


Of  course  there  is  to.be  another  trial, 

Mississippi.  Mr.  Prentiss  has  not  resigned  his  seat 
in  congress,  as  was  stated  in  some  of  the  newspapers; 
lie  has  merely  announced  his  determination  not  to  be 
a candidate  for  re-election  after  the  expiration  of  the 
term  for  which  he  was  elected.  At  the  close  of  his 
speech  in  Vicksburg  he  remarks  : 

“Asa  private  citizen,  I trust  ever  to  retain  your  con- 
fidence and  regard,  though,  as  a public  man,  I shall 
never  again  seek  them.  Private  interests,  as  well  as 
inclination,  will  keep  ms  from  the  political  arena.  The 
ancient  gladiator  pursued  a more  enviable  occupation 
than  that  of  the  modern  politician.  For  the  short  re- 
mainder of  the  present  congress,  I shall  continue  to 
perform  my  duty  as  your  representative,  but  decline  be- 
ing considered  a candidate  for  re-election.  With  the 
most  profound  thanks  for  your  long  continued  favors 
to  me,  both  in  public  and  private  life,  I bid  you  fare- 
well.’’ 

Health  of  Charleston.  It  is  with  the  most  sincere 
pleasure  that  we  give  place  to  the  following  from  the 
Mercury  of  the  26th  inst. 

I' he  sickness  abated  and  business  reviving.  We  have 
the  happiness  of  announcing  that,  with  the  exception 
of  a few  cases  not  of  recent  origin,  the  stranger’s  fever 
may  now  be  said  to  have  left  our  city,  and  in  the  opin- 


ion of  all  physicians,  our  absent  friends  may  return  to 
their  homes  in  safety,  and  strangers  may  renew  their 
visits  of  business.  The  dull  calm  which  prevailed  in 
our  streets  is  again  broken  by  the  enlivening  sounds  ’of 
active  industry;  East  bay  and  the  wharves  are  again 
alive  with  the  rattling  of  loaded  drays;  cotton  is  ar- 
riving in  quantities  from  the  country,  in  wagons  and  by 
the  rail  road;  and  number  of  workmen  on  the  new 
buildings  erecting  is  increasing  again  to  a full  compli- 
ment; their  work  is  rapidly  advancing,  mid  Charleston 
again  wears  the  old  busy  and  cheerful  October  aspect. 
The  temperature  of  the  air  is  cool  and  pleasantly  brac- 
ing. There  has  been  a slight  frost  on  the  Neck,  pre- 
ceded by  several  frosts  in  tnc  neighboring  country. 

Forthe  information  of  men  of  business  abroad,  who 
may,  on  account  of  the  great  fife,  be  afraid  of  there 
being  a deficiency  of  stores  for  the  winter  business,  we 
state  that  the  burnt  part  of  King  street  is  rapidly  filling 
up  with  substantial  and  handsome  brick  buildings,  and 
that  we  learned  yesterday  that  there  arc  at  least  a dozen 
large  and  commodious  new  tenements  in  the  most  eligi- 
ble situations,  completed  and  waiting  for  tenants. 

We  trust,  therefore,  that  after  all  the  dull  and  gloomy 
and  distressful  scenes^  of  the  late  season,  our  winter 
will  be  busy  and  profitable,  and  the  beginning  of  a 
rapid  and  uninterrupted  career  of  prosperity. 

Mayor's  office,  November  1,  1838. 

Having  consulted  the  central  board  of  health  on  the 
subject,  generally,  of  the  public  health,  and  particularly 
whether  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  is  now  such  as  to 
warrant  strangers  in  returning  to  the  city,  it  affords  me 
pleasure  to  announce  publicly  that  I ain  authorised  by 
the  said  board  to  state  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  dis- 
tressing epidemic  that  prevailed  for  the  last  two  months 
and  upwards  has  entirely  disappeared,  that  the  atmos- 
phere had  regained  its  salubrity,  and  that  strangers  may 
now  return  with  a perfect  assurance  of  their  safety 
from  the  late  disease. 

H.  L.  Pinkney,  Mayor. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  deaths 
that  occurred  in  Charleston  from  the  commencement 
to  tlie  termination  of  the  epidemic. 


s.  fever*. 

whites. 

blacks. 
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Sept. 
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41 
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65 
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49 

52 
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9 

42 

24, 

15 

22 

8 

30 

31, 

9 

16 

10 

26 

352 

479 

157 

636 

*Of  which  7 were  blacks,  making  a grand  total  of  345. 

Late  from  Florida.  Extract  of  a letter  froman  offi-er 
of  the  army  at  Tampa  Bay,  dated  Oct.  20.  “About  one 
hundred  and  sixty  Indians  drew  rations  yesterday: 
every  day  brings  a new  addition — about  one  hundred 
have  come  in  since  I last  wrote.  Those  that  are  here 
are  principally  Mickasukies.  and  Tallahassees,  hereto- 
fore famous  for  their  hostile  character.’’  [Globe. 

Late  from  South  America.  From  the  Brunswick 
{Geo.)  Advocate  of  Oct.  25.  By  the  politeness  of  Mr. 
F.  E.  Hassler,  the  American  consul  at  Panama,  a pas- 
senger on  board  the  Olive,  we  are  favored  with  Pana- 
ma dates  to  15th  Sept.,  which  furnish  the  following 
important  intelligence: 

Panama,  loth  Sept.,  1838. 

By  an  arrival  from  Guayaquil,  we  have  received  the 
following  intelligence,  which  we  extract  from  letters  of 
authenticity  from  that  place  and  Pails. 

On  the  night  of  the  27th  July,  the  Bolivian  troops  to- 
gether with  two  battalions  of  Peruvians,  under  general 
Moran,  left  Lima,  and  on  the  following  morning,  Nie- 
to entered  the  city,  accompanied  by  Orbegozo,,  and 
about  2,000  men,  and  declared  the  constitution  of  1835, 
Orbegozo  being  named  provisional  director.  On  the 
7th  August,  the  Chilian  squadron  arrived  off  Callao, 
consisting  of  32  vessels  including  transports  and  ten 
men-of-war;  and  on  the  8th  landed  at  Aucon  5,000 
men. 

The  Chilians  demanded  twenty  millions  of  dollars, 
and  possession  of  Callao,  until  the  arrangement  should 
be  concluded.  The  demands  were  considered  inad- 
missible. They  then  advanced  and  took  Callao  and 
Lima,  after  an  action,  in  which  it  is  said  2,000  were 
killed.  Gen.  Gamarra  has  been  proclaimed  president. 
The  south  still  adheres  to  the  cause  of  Santa  Cruz,  who, 
it  is  said,  was  within  three  days  of  Lima,  with  an  army 
of8,000  men.  Tliedates from  Callaoare  up  to  the  22d 
August,  and  from  Guayaquil  to  1st  Sept.  Orbegozo 
had  fled  to  the  mountains. 
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Direct  news  from  the  French  Blockade. 
The  ship  Anais,  at  New  Orleans,  41  days  from  Bor- 
deaux, brings  information,  from  which  it  appears 
probable  that  the  question  of  the  Mexican  blockade 
will  be  speedily  brought  to  a close  by  the  attack  of 
the  French  fleet  on  the  fortress  of  St.  Juan  de  Ullao. 
The  editor  of  the  Bee  is  informed  by  the  captain  of 
the  Anais  that  while  sailing  near  the  northern  ex- 
tremity of  Saint  Domingo,  he  met  the  Medse  fri- 
gate of  40  guns,  commanded  bv  Mr.  Leray.  The 
two  vessels  sailed  in  company  during  two  days.  It 
appears  that  the  Medae  not  being  so  fast  a sailor  as 
the  other  vessels  composing  the  squadron,  had  lagg- 
ed somewhat  behind. 

From  the  information  procured  by  the  captain  of 
the  Anais,  it  seems  that  the  French  fleet  had  sailed 
from  Cadiz,  and  must  ere  this  have  arrrived  at  its 
place  of  destination.  The  Medee  carries  a hun- 
dred artillery  men,  and  a considerable  quantity  of 
light  ordnance,  which  renders  it  propable  enough 
that  the  bombardment  of  the  fortress  of  St.  Juan 
de  Ulloa  is  not  the  only  object  in  view;  but  that  a 
descent  of  troops  is  likewise  contemplated.  In  a 
week  or  two  we  shall  have  definite  information  of 
all  that  transpires. 

News  at  Pensacola  by  the  U.  S.  frigate  Erie 
from  Mexico,  states  that  the  fort  of  San  Juan  de 
Ullao,  was  garrisoned  with  1,400  men,  and  said  to 
be  in  good  condition.  Some  preparations,  such  as 
mounting  guns  have  been  made  tor  the  defence  of 
the  town — some  five  or  six  of  the  political  oppo- 
nents of  the  administration  or  reigning  party  had 
been  arrested  and  shut  up  in  prison,  for  alleged 
conspiracy  and  plotting  against  the  public  peace. 
At  Tampico,  an  English  merchant  brig  102  days 
from  England,  and  a Danish  brig,  arrived  during  the 
absence  of  the  blockading  vessel  and  entered  with 
their  cargoes  into  port.  The  French  frigates 
Iphigenia  and  Hermion,  were  lying  at  Sacrificios 
— their  crews  very  sickly  from  fever  and  scurvey. 
The  former  had  lost  her  first  lieutenant,  first  sur- 
geon and  other  ofiicers,  and  several  men  besides. 

From  texas.  Galveston  papers  to  October  24<h 
and  Houston  to  October  20th,  have  been  received  at 
New  Orleans.  The  following  items  of  intelligence 
we  take  from  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin  of  the  27th. 

The  editor  of  the  Houston  Telegraph  urges  the 
necessity  of  raising  additional  recruiting  companies, 
and  stationing  them  on  the  frontier  to  protect  the  set- 
tlements. The  citizens  of  those  sections,  he  re- 
marks, are  still  calling  loudly  for  aid,  and  every  mes- 
iengerfroin  the  west  is  bringing  intelligence  of  new 
depredations  committed  by  marauding  parties  of 
Mexicans.  Information  had  just  reached  Houston 
that  a party  of  about  nineteen  surveyors,  who  had 
ventured  far  up  into  the  Indian  country  to  locate 
land  claims,  have  been  nearly  all  massacred  by  the 
Wacoes,  Ironies,  and  Keachies. 

They  had  been  repeatedly  warned  by  the  friendly 
Kickapoos  that  they  had  been  wuitched  by  a large 
band  of  hostile  Indians,  and  they  “must  quit  making 
marks,”  or  they  would  be  attacked.  They  gave  no 
attention  to  these  friendly  monitions,  and  shortly  af- 
terwards were  surrounded  by  about  a hundred  infu- 
riated savages,  and  all  were  killed  except  four. — 
They,  however,  fought  desperately  to  the  last,  and 
fell  surrounded  by  the  dead  bodies  of  their  assailants. 

It  is  stated  by  a gentleman  who  had  just  arrived  at 
Houston  from  Goliad,  that  three  Texian  citizens  had 
lately  arrived  at  that  place,  having  escaped  from  the 
prisoners  of  Matamoras.  One  of  them  is  Carnes, 
who  was  captured  on  the  Nueces  about  a year  ago, 
and  it  was  reported  had  been  killed  at  one  of  the 
small  towns  on  the  Rio  Grande,  a few'  months  since. 
They  state  tha*  Mr.  Brenan,  the  former  representa- 
tive from  Goliad,  is  in  prison  at  that  city. 

From  passengers  on  the  Columbia,  we  learned  that 
the  country  was  quiet  and  going  ahead  in  the  inarch 
of  improvement  and  population 

A man  named  Quin  has  been  convicted  of  man- 
slaughter— sentenced  to  be  whippeu  and  branded. 

1 Texas  markets.  The  following  is  from  the  Galves- 
ton prices  current  of  October  18th,  which,  says  the 
editor,  may  be  relied  upon  for  some  days,  as  the  de- 
mand for  nearly  all  articles  quoted  is  steady,  and  the 
importations  too  light  to  affect  the  market. 

Ale — Troy  per  bbl .,  $18a20. 

Bread — Pilot  $10  per  bbl.;  navy  11;  crackers  per 
lb.  18c. 

Coffee — 20a25c  per  lb. 

Flour  and  meal — Western  per  bbl.  $20a23;  north- 
ern 23a25. 

Rye — None. 

Fish — Mackerel  no  1,  per  bbl.  14al5;  no  2,  12al3; 
no 3,  10al2.  Herrings  none. 

Grain — Corn  per.fiushel  $l,50a2;  oafs  $'2.00a2.50; 
beans  $2,00. 

Gunpowder — American  per  lb.  1.00al.50;  En- 
glish 1.50a2, 00. 


Lead — Bar  20a25  per  lb.;  pig  15al8. 

Hats — Per  case  $40a60. 

Lumber — White  pine  per  1000  ft.  70aS0;  yellow 
do  65a70;  scantling  white  pine  do,  75;  do  yellow  do 
55a60. 

Shingles — 15al8. 

Mustard— American  perdoz.  2.50a3,  English  do 
3a2.50. 

Nails — Cut  15al8  per  lb.;  wrought  do  20a25. 

Oils — Linseed  per  gal.  1.50a2;  Sperm  per  gal. 
1.75a2. 

Provisions — Beef  mess  pr  bl  $ 30 ; prime  prbl  25 
cargo  18a20 

Pork — Mess  pr  bl  $30;  prime  28;  cargo  20. 

Bacon — Hams  pr  lb  23a25;  shoulders  20a23c. 

Butter — Goshen  per  lb  38a50c;  fresh  75c. 

Cheese— per  lb  31  l-4aS8. 

Lard — pr  lb  23a25c. 

Paints— White  lead  per  lb  25a30;  Varnish  pr  gal 
50a75c. 

Porter  and  Cider  London  pr  doz  $7.50a8;  Ameri- 
can 7a7.59;  cider  draft  pr  bl  15al6;  Champaigne  pr 
doz  8a9. 

Shot — Patent  pr  lb  20a25;  Buck  20a25c. 

Soap — pr  lb  23a25c. 

Spirits — Brandy  cog  pr  gl  $3a3.50;  Rum,  Jamai- 
ca, $2.50a2.75:  New  England,  1.25al.50;  Whiskey 
old  red  pr  gal  1.50. 

Teas — Young  Hyson  pr  lb  $2a2. 50;  Hyson  skin 
2a2.50;  Imperial  3.50a3;  Gun  Powder  2.50a3. 

Tobacco — pr  lb  30a75c. 

The  north  eastern  boundary.  A few'  days 
ago  w e published  the  correspondence  which  recent- 
ly passed  between  sir  John  Harvey,  the  lieut.  go- 
vernor of  New  Brunswick,  and  the  governor  of  the 
state  of  Maine,  with  respect  to  a proposed  survey 
of  the  boundary  line,  under  the  authority  of  the 
latter.  We  have  since  learned  from  the  New 
Brunswick  papers,  that  this  survey  has  actually 
been  commenced  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Deane. 
The  persons  employed  are  accompanied  by  a party 
of  Indians  and  American  citizens,  and  were  seen  at 
Madawaska  in  the  beginningof  the  month.  Thence 
they  proceeded  up  the  Grand  river,  crossed  the  port- 
age to  the  Ristigouche  river,  and,  descending 
thence,  they'  proceeded  to  the  imaginary  highlands, 
near  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  where  their  operations 
commenced.  The  Frederickton  Gazette  expresses 
satisfaction  at  finding  the  object  of  this  commission 
of  survey  to  be  nothing  more  than  to  ascertain,  by 
actual  examination,  the  practicability  of  running 
the  boundary  line  according  to  the  construction  ol 
the  treaty  of  Ghent;  and  adds,  that  it  were  to  be 
w ished,  that  such  an  exploration  had  long  ago 
been  made — a measure  which  might  have  divested 
the  question  of  its  present  difficulties. 

[iVew  York  Com. 

Fast  sailing  ships  of  the  Navy.  It  is  said 
that  the  sloop  of  war  Cyane,  now  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, under  the  command  of  captain  Percival,  is 
by  no  means  remarkable  for  her  sailing  qualities. 
This  ship  was  built  at  the  navy  yard  in  Charles- 
town, from  a model  furnished  by  the  navy  depart- 
ment at  Washington,  and,  with  this  exception,  is 
one  of  the  finest  vessels  in  the  world.  But  there 
is  no  reason  why  the  Cyane  and  the  Levant,  built, 
we  believe,  from  a similar  model,  should  not  be 
equal  in  every  respect  to  any  corvette  sloop  of  war 
ever  yet  built.  Fast  sailing  is  one  ol  the  most,  proba- 
bly the  most,  valuable  attribute  in  this  class  of  arm- 
ed vessels,  and  it  is  singular  that  while  the  Ameri- 
can merchant  ships  are  considered  the  fastest  sailers 
ot  any  nation — while  we  furnish  other  powers  with 
private  and  public  armed  ships,  to  say  nothing  of 
Gu  ineamen,  which  are  remarkable  for  possessing 
this  quality,  and  while  so  much  has  been  done 
within  the  last  dozen  years  to  perfect  naval  archi- 
tecture, that  of  all  the  ships  of  war  which  have 
been  built  by  our  government  within  that  period, 
none  have  been  remarkable  for  their  sailing  quali- 
ties— but,  on  the  contrary,  some  have  been  remark- 
able for  their  deficiency  in  this  important  requisite. 
There  is  no  excuse  for  this;  and  it  is  difficult  to 
account  for  the  fact,  excepting  by  supposing  that 
the  naval  constructors  have  not  been  allowed  by 
the  commissioners  to  build  ships  from  models 
which  theirown  knowledge  and  experience  assured 
them  were  of  the  most  perfect  character. 

There  has  lately  been  a meeting  of  the  naval  con- 
structors at  Washington,  to  consult  together,  we 
believe,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  and  to  devise 
some  mode  of  improving  the  character  of  our  na- 
tional vessels  in  this  respect.  For  it  is  a fact  that 
the  old  frigates  United  States  and  Constitution, 
built  in  1797,  more  than  forty  years  ago,  are  the 
fastest  sailers  in  the  navy,  and  the  fastest  vessel 
which  ever  belonged  to  the  government  was  pro- 
bably the  brig  Spark,  which  vessel  was  sold  as  un- 
seaworthy, upwards  of  twenty  year9  ago,  and  whose 


model  must  furnish  a striking  contrast  with  that  of 
flip  Porpoise,  and  all  the  vessels  of  a similar  class 
built  by  our  government  within  the  last  tw  o or  three 
administrations. 

We  rejoice  to  learn  that  six  sloops  of  war  of  the 
smallest  class  are  to  be  built  forthwith, at  the  different 
navy  yards  in  this  country,  from  models  differing 
in  some  respects  from  each  other,  with  a view  to 
overcome  this  sad  defect  m the  character  of  our 
national  vessels.  We  hope  that  the  constructors 
will  be  allowed  to  pursue  the  dictates  of  their  own 
study  and  experience  in  this  matter,  without  being 
subjected  to  the  annoyance  of  a meddling  spirit  on 
the  part  of  the  naval  commissioners;  if  so,  we  doubt 
not  that  the  result  will  be  honorable  to  themselves, 
and  advantageous  to  the  country. 

[ Boston  Mercantile  Journal. 

Talleyrand  and  the  ambassador  miller. 
The  members  of  the  imperial  family  might  have 
expected  all  sorts  of  chicanery  from  him.  It  is 
stated  that  the  animosity  of  this  diplomatist  against 
all  that  related  to  the  emperor  arose  from  a misad- 
venture he  had  in  consequence  of  his  return  from 
the  island  of  Elba.  He  was  then  at  Bern,  as 
French  minister,  and  gave  a brilliant  eveningparfy, 
at  w hich  several  amateurs  performed  a comedy;  he 
himself  took  the  character  of  a miller,  and,  in  or- 
der to  be  more  correct  in  his  costume,  he  covered 
himself  with  flourjrom  head  to  foot;  he  was  white 
all  over,  clothes,  hands  and  lace.  As  he  was  about 
to  come  upon  the  stage,  and  promised  himself  much 
applause,  a secretary  of  embassy  approached,  and 
delivered  him  a packet.  What  did  it  announce? 
The  disembarkation  of  the  emperor  in  the  gulf  of 
Juan.  This  was  a thunderbolt  to  the  ambassador. 
Without  taking  time  to  change  his  clothes,  he  dis- 
missed the  party,  and  with  his  secretaries,  occupied 
himself  all  night  in  expediting  despatches  to  his 
court,  as  well  as  the  different  cabinets  of  Germany. 
This  engaged  him  till  day'  break;  presently  some 
one  knocked  violently  at  the  door  of  the  house;  it 
is  opened,  and  in  comes  Monsieur  * * *, 

ambassador  from  one  of  the  German  courts,  who, 
absent  from  Berne  since  the  day  before,  had  re- 
turned iri  haste,  and  presented  himself  to  his  col- 
league to  ask  him  the  details  of  an  event  which 
was  in  every  body’s  mouth.  What  was  the  aston- 
ishment of  his  German  excellence,  on  entering 
Monsieur  Talleyrand’s  closet,  to  see  him  dressed  as 
a miller.  As  the  carnival  had  long  been  over,  he 
thought  that  this  disguise  was  the  effect  of  a too 
early  apprehension.  This  anecdote  ran  through 
the  whole  city,  and  since  that  time  Monsieur  Tal- 
leyrand was  never  designated  by  any  other  title 
than  that  of  the  ambassador  miller.  [Mademoiselle 
CocheloCs  memoirs  of  Queen  Horlense  and  the  Im- 
perial Fumily. 

HOW  TO  MAKE  A NEWSPAPER  POPULAR.  A 
few  years  after  the  commencement  of  the  Columbian 
Centinel,  in  Boston,  Mr.  Russel,  its  editor  and  pub- 
lisher, finding  that  the  profits  arising  then  from  were 
not  sufficient  to  defray  his  expensss,  applied  to  Mr. 
Barrell  (one  of  the  most  popular  merchants  of  his 
time)  for  advice  as  to  the  course  he  had  best  pur- 
sue in  the  very  unpleasant  dilemma  in  which  he 
was  placed.  He  informed  Mr.  B.  of  the  particulars 
of  his  situation  in  his  usual  plain  honest,  manner, 
saying  that  his  expenses  were  so  much  on  the  in- 
crease, and  his  profits  were  so  small,  that  he  thought 
he  should  be  obliged  to  give  up  his  paper  and  se'ek 
his  fortune  elsewhere.  Mr.  Barrell  immediately 
remarked  that  his  (Mr.  R.’s)  case  was  not  so  des- 
perate as  he  imagined  it  to  be,  and  recommended 
him  to  lash  some  of  the  most  popular  characters  of 
the  day  in  the  most  severe  terms  in  his  columns, 
which  course  he  felt  sure  would  not  only  bring  his 
paper  into  more  notice  than  it  then  was,  but  w ould 
greatly  add  to  his  subscription  list,  and  increase  the 
patronage  of  advertisers.  Mr.  Russell  replied,  that 
such  a course  would  be  repugnant  to  his  feelings, 
but  as  he  had  alw'ays  considered  Mr.  Barrell  as  a 
warm  friend,  and  a man  of  superior  judgment,  he 
would  take  his  advice  into  serious  consideration. 
On  the  morning  of  the  next  publication  of  the  Cen- 
tinel, when  Mr.  Barrell  went  into  State  street,  he 
observed  almost  every  one  with  eyes  and  mouths 
wide  open,  as  if  he  was  a monster  in  human  shape; 
and  could  not  solve  the  mystery  of  their  looks  un- 
til a gentleman  asked  him  why  Mr.  Russell  had 
lashed  him  unmercifully  in  his  paper  of  that  day? 
Mr.  B'  at  once  stepped  into  an  insurance  office — 
read  the  paper — and  as  he  progressed  in  the  article 
about  himself  he  waxed  warmer  and  warmer  till  at 
length,  in  a high  dudgeon,  he  found  his  way  to  the 
Centinel  office,  w hen  he  demanded  of  the  editor,  in 
round  set  terms,  why  he  had  treated  him  so  infa- 
mously? Mr.  Russell  replied,  that  as  Mr.  B.  ap- 
peared agitated,  he  had  better  be  seated  until  he  be- 
came cool  and  collected,  and  then  he  would  satisfy 
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him  to  his  heart’s  content.  Alter  looking  at  the 
affair-of t ri ■ • otiice,  iVlr.  Hassell  appeared  before  Mr. 
Barrell  with  a low  bow,  and  offered  the  following 
explanation: 

“Sir,  you  well  know  that  I have  ever  esteemed 
you  lo  be  my  most  valued  friend,  and  in  whose  good 
judgment  I have  ever  had  the  most  implicit  confi- 
dence— for,  in  my  utmost  need,  I applied  to  you  for 
advice,  which  you  cheerfully  gave  to  rne.  At  Ilia! 
time  it  is  true  that  the  course  which  you  marked 
out  for  me  was  repugnant  to  my  feelings,  but  after 
mature  deliberation  I was  satisfied  that  it  would 
have  the  desired  effect,  and  determined  to  pursue 
it.  Then  I had  to  select  a subject;  after  looking 
around  among  our  townsmen,  I could  not  find  one 
whose  unexceptionable  character,  exalted  stand- 
ing, and  extensive  usefulness,  were  < qual  to  your 
own.  1,  therefore,  selected  you  as  the  first  object 
of  attack.  If  a man  cannot  take  a liberty  with  a 
friend,  with  whom  the  devil  canhe  ?” 

Rise  of  water  in  Lake  Erte  and  the 
Upper  Lakes.  The  following  remarks  in  regard 
to  the  causes  of  the  late  rise  of  water  in  the  great 
lakes,  are  by  a writer  in  the  last  number  of  the 
Cleveland  Herald: 

The  great  western  lakes  cover  an  area  of  up- 
wards of  ninety  thousand  square  miles,  and  conse- 
quently drain  an  extent  of  territory'  corresponding- 
ly large,  therefore  heavy  falls  of  snow,  for  two  or 
three  successive  winters,  with  cold,  wet  summers, 
would,  as  a matter  of  course,  raise  considerably  (he 
water  in  the  lakes;  as  the  evaporation  would  be 
much  less  in  a cold,  wet  summer,  than  in  a warm, 
dry  one.  It  is  well  known  that  the  snow's  for  the 
past  three  or  four  winters  have  been  unusually 
heavy',  and  that  the  summers  of  1S35,  ’36,  and  ’37, 
were  very  wet  and  extremely  cold.  This  I think 
will  be  sufficient  to  account  for  the  rise  of  water. 
The  supply  has  been  large,  and  the  evaporation 
small. 

The  water  began  rising  in  the  spring  of  1S36, 
and  continued  to  rise  until  the  month  of  June, 
1333,  when  it  reached  its  highest  point.  From 
1830  to  183-5,  the  variation  was  but  little,  if  any'. 
In  August,  1837,  the  water  was  ten  inches  above 
the  level  of  those  years,  and  in  June  of  the  present 
year  it  had  risen  twenty-one  inches  more,  making 
a total  rise  of  thirty-one  inches.  Soon  after  the 
commencement  of  the  warm  weather  in  June,  the 
water  began  falling,  and  on  the  ISth  of  August  it 
had  fallen  nine  inches,  and  on  the  18th  October  it 
was  twelve  inches  lower,  and  stood  at  the  level  ol 
1837. 

These  are  facts,  and  have  been  obtained  with 
considerable  trouble.  I have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  they  will  not  vary  two  inches  from  the  ac- 
tual height  of  the  water,  al  the  times  stated. 

The  theory  that  the  rise  of  water  w'as  caused  by 
the  Black  Rock  Dam,  is  too  ridiculous  to  merit  at- 
tention. The  elevation  of  the  different  lakes  above 
the  level  of  the  ocean  is  as  follows: 

Lake  Superior,  623  feet;  Lake  Michigan,  601) 
feet;  Lake  Huron,  580  feet;  Lake  Erie,  560  feet; 
Lake  Ontario,  230  feet. 

So  it  would  take  a pretty'  “tall  dam”  at  Black 
Rock,  to  raise  the  water  in  Lake  Superior,  more 
than  a thousand  miles  distant,  and  sixty-three  feet 
above  the  level  of  Lake  Erie.  D. 

Murder  of  judge  Dougherty.  The  editors 
of  the  St.  Louis  Republican  have  received  a myste- 
rious letter  relating  to  the  mysterious  murder  of 
judge  Dougherty.  The  Republican  says: 

It  was  unsealed,  and  is  post  marked  Natchez,  Sep- 
tember 21th.  The  hand-writing,  though  evidently 
disguised  or  altered,  yet  indicates  that  it  is  written 
by  some  one  who  writes  a free  or  business  hand.  If 
it  is  written  by  the  real  author  of  the  bloody  deed,  it 
denotes  a fearlessness  of  detection  and  an  indifference 
to  guilt,  which  is  almost  unaccountable.  Secure  as 
he  may  now  feel,  we  trust  he  will  yet  be  traced  out, 
and  meet  the  merit  of  his  dreadful  crime. 

“ Natchez , Miss.,  Sept.  24. 

“ Messrs . Editors: 

“Revenge  is  sweet.  On  the  nights  of  the  11th, 
12th  and  13t!i,  I made  preparations,  and  did,  on  the 
14th  (July)  kill  a rascal,  and  ordy  regret  that  I have 
not  the  privilege  of  telling  the  circumstance.  I never 
can  be  identified;  and  further  I have  no  compunc- 
tions of  conscience  for  the  death  of  Thomas  M. 
Dougherty.” 

Post  marked  Natchez,  Mi.,  Sept.  24.  Directed  to 
the  editors  of  the  Missouri  Republican,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri. 

Gamblers  in  Mississippi.  From  the  Colum- 
bus ( Miss  ) Jirgus  of  the  9lh  ult.  The  week  that 
has  just  passed  was  characterized  by  repeated  viola- 
tions of  the  peace  of  the  city . We  have  been  and 
now  are,  infested  with  a numerous  gang  of  “profes- 


sional sportsmen,”  or  in  common  pm  lance,  gamblers, 
who  put  law,  gospel,  and  every  thing  pertaining  to 
good  order  and  morality,  at  defiance.  On  Thursday 
and  Friday  last,  the  military  were  called  out  to  as- 
sist the  civil  officers  in  preserving  the  peace  of  the 
.•  i ty , and  to  prevent  the  wanton  shedding  of  blood! 
Good  Heavens!  Has  our  beautiful,  and  once  boast- 
'd moral  and  religious  city  come  to  Ibis?  Are  sol- 
diers with  loaded  muskets  and  bristling  bayonets  re- 
quired to  protect  us  as  if  we  were  in  a besieged  city? 
Cannot  our  wives  and  daughters  traverse  our  streets 
without  meeting  street  figliteis,  armed  with  double 
barrelled  guns,  pistols  and  bowie  knives  at  every 
corner?  We  blush  for  the  fame  of  our  city',  and  call 
on  our  excellent  and  indefatigable  judge  Bennett, 
in  bis  official  capacity,  and  every  good  citizen,  who 
has  the  welfare  of  Columbus  at  heart,  to  lake  im- 
mediate and  legal  measures  to  rid  the  city  of  gam- 
blers, and  to  prevent  a recurrence  ol  the  scenes  of 
last  week.  Public  opinion  tias  been  forcibly  ex- 
pressed against  professional  gamblers  in  various 
towns  in  the  state,  and  it  is  now  high  time  for  the 
people  of  Columbus  (o  speak  out  in  tones  that  can- 
not be  misunderstood  in  relation  to  this  matter. 

“A  No hle  Scot.”  One  of  the  oldest  and  most 
wealthy  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  Alexander  Milne, 
died  there  about  ten  days  ago.  Mr.  M.  was  a na- 
tive of  the  town  of  Fochambers,  in  Scotland,  and 
went  to  New  Orleans  about  50  years  ago,  a perfect 
stranger,  without  a penny,  but  by  dint  of  industry, 
energy  and  strict  integrity  he  succeeded  in  business, 
won  the  friendship  of  bis  fellow-men,  and  laid  the 
foundations  of  the  large  fortune  which  he  subse- 
quently accumulated.  By  his  will,  the  whole  of  his 
immense  estate,  after  deducting  legacies  to  the 
amount  of  about  $200,000,  is  bequeathed  to  four 
asylums  for  destitute  orphan  children,  viz.  the  Or- 
phan boy’s  asylum  of  Lafayette,  the  Poydras  asylum 
of  Lafayette,  the  Poydras  asylum  for  girls,  and  two 
others,  to  be  hereafter  incorporated  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  Louisiana  and  established  at  Milneburgh. 
The  property  thus  secured  lor  the  education  of  the 
destitute  orphans  of  New  Orleans,  is  estimated  at 
near  a million  of  dollars;  much  of  it  is  said  to  con- 
sist of  unimproved  real  estate,  that  will  rise  in  value, 
and  in  the  course  of  time  no  doubt  this  ample  pro- 
vision will  be  doubled.  To  his  native  town  of  Fo- 
chambers, a fund  of  $100,000  was  bequeathed  for 
the  establishment  office  schools.  A number  of 
legacies  were  left  to  his  relations,  varying  in  amount 
from  $100  to  $6,000.  A liberal  maintenance  was 
allowed  also  to  three  domestics  who  had  served  faith- 
fully and  ministered  to  his  comfort  in  his  old  age.  A 
New  Orleans  paper  justly  remarks  that  many  a 
child,  rescued  from  poverty  and  ignorance,  will  rise 
up  in  after  years  and  bless  the  name  of  Alexander 
Milne. 

Gonpowd  :s!  fraud.  The  indignation  of  the 
citizens  of  New  Orleans  was  very  justly  excited  at  the 
treachery  of  a New  York  merchant,  which,  but  for 
its  fortunate  detection,  might  have  sacrificed  the 
lives  of  hundreds.  The  affair  is  related  in  the  Bee 
as  follows:  — 

“The  ship  Superior,  from  New  York,  captain  Bar- 
rows,  now  discharging  opposite  a pari  of  the  levee, 
in  the  third  municipality,  had  onboard  seven  hogs- 
heads which  had  been  shipped  in  New  York,  and 
set  down  in  the  manifesto  as  containing  crockery 
ware.  On  removing  these  hogsheads,  yesterday, 
the  head  of  one  of  them  burst  open,  and  instead  of 
crockery,  it  was  perceived  to  be  filled  with  kegs  of 
powder. 

Captain  Barrows  made  the  fact  known  immediate- 
ly to  the  mayor,  who  repaired  to  the  vessel,  had  the 
other  hogsheads  examined,  and  discovered  that  they 
were  all  packed  with  the  same  dangerous  article. 
The  quantity  of  powder  contained  in  these  hogs- 
heads amounted  to  no  less  than  9.000  weight.  They 
were  removed  to  the  powder  magazine.  In  order  to 
render  the  fraud  more  complete,  the  hogsheads  were 
all  marked  on  the  outside  “crockery.” 

This  is  one  of  the  most  atrocious  deceptions  we 
have  ever  heard  of.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
object  of  the  shippers  was  to  avoid  paying  the  heavy 
freights  which  would  certainly  have  been  exacted 
from  the  transport  of  so  dangerous  and  destructive  a 
material  as  gunpowdei.  With  this  view  the  fraud 
was  practised  by  individuals  who  from  grasping 
parsimony,  were  reckless  of  the  peril  in  which  the 
vessel,  crew  and  passengers  were,  through  their 
agency,  placed.  The  powder  was  of  course  stowed 
away  amid  the  rest  of  the  cargo,  no  particular  at- 
tention being  paid  to  it.  Carelessness  or  accident 
might  have  blown  the  vessel  to  atoms,  and  thrown 
a fearful  responsibility  on  those  who  were  guilty  ot 
this  fraudulent  collusion.  Had  the  powder  not  been 
providentially  discovered,  it  would  have  been  de- 
posited ill  some  warehouse  in  the  city,  as  crockery — 
suppose  a lire  had  broken  out,  or  a spark  had  com- 


municated to  this  combustible  substance.  The  quan- 
tity was  enormous  enough  to  have  destroyed  an  in- 
conceivable amount  of  property,  and  occasioned  a 
dreadful  loss  of  life. 

Measures  were  about  to  be  taken  by  the  corpora- 
tion to  enforce  the  utmost  penalties  of  the  law  in  the 
case.  The  consignees  are  to  be  prosecuted,  and 
through  them  the  shippers  at  New  York  may  be 
reached. 

General  Ripley.  It  appears  from  the  Louisiana 
Chronicle,  that  a suit  of  interdiction  has  been  com- 
menced against  geri.  Ripley;  be  that  led  on  the 
American  soldiers  at  the  battle  of  Bridgewater, 
Lundy’s  Lane  and  Fort  Erie.  “The  suit,”  it  says 
“which  involves  his  properly,  his  reputation,  Iris 
free  will,  and  his  character  as  a man,  lias  been  in- 
stituted against  him  without  his  knowledge,  and  by 
ihose  to  whom  the  eyes  of  the  waning  patriot  were 
turned  to  smooth  the  little  remnant  of  his  journey 
“ ‘to  that  undiscovered  country,  from  whose  bourne 
no  traveller  returns.’  A plot  to  take  away  from  a 
noble  relic  of  better  days,  the  gallant  and  war-worn 
Ripley,  the  use  of  his  property;  his  hard  acquired 
competence  and  his  senses.” 

We  do  not  know  what  is  meant  by  the  above,  if 
it  be  not  that  the  “nearest  friends”  of  general  Rip- 
ley have  felt  it  a duty  to  make  legal  inquiries  as  to 
the  state  of  his  mind,  and  his  ability  to  manage  his 
fiscal  affairs. 

Clearness  of  the  atmosphere  at  great 
elevations.  In  ascending  high  mountains  travel- 
lers are  often  much  deceived  in  regard  to  distance, 
on  account  of  the  clearness  oflbe  atmosphere.  Cap- 
tain Head  mentions  that  while  among  Ihe  Andes,  he 
dropped  a condor  shot  which  appeared  to  fall  within 
thirty  or  foity  yards  of  the  place  where  he  stood,  but 
on  sending  a man  for  it,  to  his  astonisment  lie  found 
the  distance  to  be  so  great  as  to  take  above  half  an 
hour  in  going  and  returning.  In  the  Pyrenees  the 
celebrated  cascade  of  Gavami,  appears  about  a short 
mile  from  the  Auberge,  where  travellers  frequently 
leave  their  mules  to  rest,  while  they  proceed  ou  foot, 
little  aware  that  they  are  exposing  themselves  to  a 
long  and  laborious  walk  of  above  an  hour’s  duration. 
In  the  Andes,  Humboldt  remarked  this  phenomenon, 
stating,  that  in  the  mountains  of  Quito  he  could  dis- 
tinguish the  white  pouch  of  a person  on  horseback, 
at  the  distance  of  seventeen  miles.  Another  writer 
notices  the  same  fact  and  states  that  he  has  seen  the 
planet  Venus,  in  dazzlingsunsliine  at  half  past  eleven 
o’clock  from  the  summit  of  the  Pyrenees. 

Light  house  on  the  isle  of  Bonaire.  De- 
partment of  state.  Notice.  Information  has  been 
received  from  the  charge  d’affaires  of  the  Nether- 
lands, that  a l ght-liouse  has  been  recently  erected 
on  a most  southern  point  of  the  isle  of  Bonaire,  near 
Curacao,  in  the  latitude  of  12  degrees,  2 minutes, 
and  12.5  seconds  north,  and  the  longitude  of  68  de- 
grees, 22  minutes,  and  48.5  seconds  west  from  Green- 
wich. The  light  is  elevated  seventy  feet  above  the 
sea;  it  is  clearly  visible  at  the  distance  of  from  six 
to  ten  miles  at  sea,  but  cannot  be  discerned  at  the 
distance  of  more  than  twelve  miles.  Vessels  coming 
from  tile  eastward  towards  Curacao,  will  be  able  to 
direct  their  course  by  the  aid  of  this  light.  They 
would,  however,  do  well  to  lay  offand  on  during  the 
night,  as  sooii  as  they  perceive  it,  in  order  to  escape 
running  on  the  island  of  Little  Curacao,  which 
scarcely  appears  above  the  surface  of  the  water. 

Russia  and  Circassia.  News  from  Circassia, 
down  to  the  first  of  September,  says  the  London  cor- 
respondent of  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  shows  that 
the  brave  mountaineers  are  resolved  to  conquer  or 
to  die.  To  the  last  proposition  made  lo  them,  they 
replied,  “As  to  commerce  you  have  gold,  wheat, 
and  manufactures.  We  have  steel.  We  buy  our 
merchandize  of  you  at  the  risk  of  our  lives.  In 
selling  it  to  us  you  expose  yours.  If  this  kind  of 
commerce  displeases  you,  retire  beyond  the  Don, 
and  we  will  not  come  there  to  seek  you.  As  to  a 
truce,  no — the  wild  boar  does  not  make  peace  with 
wolves.  You  are  as  numerous  as  wolves;  we  as  un- 
governable as  wild  boars.  Let  us  light.  Allah 
knows  beforehand  which  of  us  will  be  victorious.” 
The  same  letter  informs  ns  that  the  Russian  army  of 
the  Caucasus,  under  the  orders  of  lieutenant  general 
Golovine,  amounts  to  111,000  men,  of  which  seven- 
ty-five thousand  are  regular  troops,  tile  remainder 
being  composed  of  Cossacks.  The  Circassians  have 
as  great  force,  that  is,  as  regards  numbers,  three 
tribes  of  whom  being  still  independent,  could  send 
450,000  fighting  men  into  the  field,  had  they  but  the 
means  of  organization  and  arming. 

Duelling.  The  king  of  Naples  has  lately  pub- 
lished a law  against  duelling.  A challenge  to  fight 
a duel,  either  written  or  verbal,  is  punishable  by  irn- 
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prisonment  in  the  third  degree,  with  a disqualifica- 
tion for  all  public  functions  and  the  loss  ol  all  pen- 
sions for  two  to  five  years  after  the  expiration  of 
the  punishment.  A person  who  accepts  a chal- 
lenge is  subject  to  the  same  punishment.  Any  act 
of  violence  committed  against  a person  in  conse- 
quence of  refusing  to  accept  a challenge  shall  he 
punished  accordingly  to  the  previous  existing  laws, 
but  the  rate  of  punishment  shall  be  increased  one 
degree  above  what  it  is  in  ordinary  cases.  If  a 
challenge  is  accepted  and  the  parties  meet,  but  the 
duel  does  not  take  place,  they  shall  be  punished  by 
banishment  and  the  loss  of  pensions.  If  the  duel 
takes  place,  without  either  party  being  wounded, 
they  shall  be  punished  by  irons  in  the  first  degree, 
with  the  loss  of  pensions.  If  wounds  follow,  the 
wounded  party  shall  be  punished  as  above,  and  the 
party  inflicting  the  wound,  shall  be  punished  ac- 
cording to  the  existing  laws.  Murder  committed 
in  a duel,  shall  be  punished  as  assassination.  The 
body  of  a person  killed  in  a duel,  and  also  of  one 
who  shall  suffer  death  in  consequence  of  a duel, 
shall  be  buried  in  a profane  place,  designated  by  the 
police,  without  funeral  ceremony,  and  without  any 
monument.  Seconds,  bearers  of  a challenge,  and 
all  who  take  part  in  a duel,  shall  be  punished  as 
principals.  Military  men,  besides  being  subject  to 
the  dispositions  of  this  decree,  shall  be  punished 
by  the  military  penal  statute  for  insubordination. 

“Responsible”  legislators.  In  the  course 
of  a speech  at  the  late  Birmingham  radical  meeting, 
Mr.  Vincent  gave  the  following  amusing,  and  no 
doubt  accurate  description  of  that  very  intelligent 
senator  and  statesman,  Mr.  Richard  Potter,  the 
member  of  Wigan: — He  (Mr.  Vincent)  went  with 
some  friends  to  several  members  of  parliament  to 
request  their  signatures  to  a petition  that  had  been 
agreed  to  in  reference  to  universal  suffrage  and  the 
vote  by  ballot,  and  amongst  others  they  waited  upon 
Mr.  Potter,  the  member  for  Wigan.  They  saw  him 
■dressed  in  certainly  a very  elegant  morning  gown — 
(a  laugh) — and  seated  in  a comfortable  easy  chair. 
(Laughter.)  Near  to  him  was  also  seated  an  in- 
telligent secretary — (a  laugh) — who  had  an  exceed- 
ingly intelligent  eye-glass — (laughter) — which  he 
held  to  his  eye,  and  with  great  ease  and  nonchalance 
surveyed  the  deputation  that  waited  on  the  honora- 
ble member.  (Immense  laughter.)  The  deputa- 
tion asked  Mr.  Potter  to  sign  the  petition.  The 
Ron.  gentleman  said,  “I  refer  you  to  my  secretary.” 
(A  laugh.)  Thereupon  the  intelligent  secretary 
took  up  his  eye-glass — (great  laughter) — and  after 
surveying  the  petition,  turned  to  Mr.  Potter  and 
■said,  “Oh,  sir,  you  don’t  go  for  universal  suffrage.” 
(A  laugh.)  “Oh,  gentlemen,”  said  Mr.  Potter, 
-“my  secretary  says  I don’t  go  for  universal  suffrage.” 
(Roars  ol  laughter.)  Again  the  secretary  cast  his 
eye-glass  at  the  petition,  and  seeing  the  word  “bal- 
.lot”  in  it,  smirking,  observed,  “Oh,  sir,  you  go  for 
the  ballot.”  Laughter.”  “Oh,”  responded  Mr. 
Potter,  “my  secretary  says  I go  for  the  ballot,  and 
I think  you,  gentlemen,  ought  to  go  for  the  ballot 
also.”  (Loud  laughter.)  [What  need  is  there  of 
•comment?] 


The  Mahan  case.  We  have  taken  pains  to 
investigate  the  grounds  upon  which  (he  prosecution 
against  Mahan  was  commenced  in  Kentucky.  The 
indictments  were  found  by  the  grand  jury,  under 
:the  conviction  that  Mahan  had  been  personally  in 
Kentucky,  engaged  in  assisting  the  black  men 
named  as  abstracted,  to  escape  from  their  masters. 
Mahan  avers  that  this  is  an  unfounded  allegation. 
But  I understand  an  effort  will  be  made  to  sustain 
the  prosecution  ori  another  ground.  The  ground 
is  proof  that  the  slaves  were  assisted  in  Kentucky, 
by  a person  engaged  for  that  purpose  by  Mahan. 
And  this  mode  of  reaching  citizens  of  the  free  states 
.has  been  looked  to  for  some  time  by  the  owners  of 
slaves  as  one  of  the  greatest  importance  to  their  se- 
curity in  slave  property.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
Mahan’s  should  be  made  a test  case.  Its  import- 
ance in  aiding  a political  revolution  in  Ohio  may 
turn  out  to  be  bui  a *esser  influence  upon  the  affairs 
of  the  nation,  [Cincinnati  Gazette. 


ti,0  patchnW  Advocate  of  Wed- 
Ohio  river.  The  Pittsburg 

tiesday  the'  2-tlhth  ult.  says-— 

We  have  31  inches  in  the  channel,  ®"a. 

bles  our  lightest  boats  to  run  out.  Phey “ ,e  lintr 
however  a day  or  twjo  between  this  and  Wl,  eemjs> 
-ntil  the  water  rises  there. 

■“he  Wheeling  Gazette  of  the  same  day  says- 
x , river  rose  considerably  during  the  latte. r 

'ast  week,  but  has  again  commenced  falling, 
i of  1 AV  the  steamers  Hunter  and  Steubenville 
eau"'rt“-  h for  Louisville — they  hare  not  yet 
Of,  “ L-Vturg - . fiie  probability  is  they  have  got 

left  Piti=-  1 J 

arrived  here,  *■- 


passengers  have  returned, 
-t  vegterday  evening,  and 


will  probably  be  able  to  get  down.  Navigation  lias 
not  yet  actually  resumed,  and  we  fear,  from  the 
present  prospects,  it  will  be  some  time  before  we 
can  confidently  announce  such  to  be  the  fact. 

The  potatoe  trade.  The  Massachusetts  and 
New  Hampshire  papers  inform  us  that  great  quan- 
tities of  potatoes  have  been  shipped  from  most  of 
tlie  sea  port  towns  for  southern  states.  Like  all 
speculations,  a speculation  in  potatoes  is  profitable 
only  to  the  few  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  lead  the 
way  in  raising  a successful  hue  and  cry  about  scarci- 
ty, short  crops,  famine,  &c.  &c.  Those  who  led  the 
way  in  exporting  potatoes  from  the  east,  perhaps 
have  done  well  for  themselves,  and  well  also  for 
the  products.  But  from  all  we  can  learn,  the 
southern  market  is,  at  this  moment,  so  glutted,  that 
potatoes  are  selling  for  a less  sum  per  bushes  in 
some  of  the  southern  cities,  than  they  sold  for  be- 
fore they  were  shipped. 

A lot  of  potatoes  shipped  from  Massachusetts  to 
Philadelphia,  and  costing  nearly  45  to  46  cents  a 
bushel  on  board  vessel,  are  now  in  the  Philadel- 
phia market,  and  nobody  there  is  willing  to  give 
more  than  the  original  price, — thus  losing  the 
whole  amount  of  freight,  and  perhaps  something 
more. 

The  Portsmouth  Gazette  says,  ten  thousand 
bushels  of  potatoes  have  already  been  shipped 
from  that  port  to  the  south.  They  sell  common  at 
40  cents,  and  Chenangoes  at  50.  Back  in  the  coun- 
try 20  or  30  miles,  the  Gazette  says,  they  turn  out 
well.  The  Bath  Telegraph  says  that  a greater 
quantity  of  potatoes  than  ever  before  known,  has 
been  shipped  from  that  place  and  the  towns  above, 
during  the  last  fortnight,  for  southern  ports.  They 
are  worth  there  from  30  to  40  cents  per  bushel,  and 
we  apprehend  that  if  many  more  are  shipped,  they 
can  soon  be  purchased  cheaper  at  the  south  than  at 
the  north.  The  Telegraph  estimates  that  upwards  of 
of  $‘300,000  will  be  expended  in  this  state,  in  the  pur- 
chase of  potatoes  for  shipment.  Some  of  the  Bos- 
ton papers  express  the  hope  that  the  potatoe  ship- 
pers will  not  forget  that  they  can  find  a market  for 
their  surplus  potatoes  without  “shipping  them  to 
the  south.”  Potatoes  bear  a high  price  in  the  Bos- 
ton market, — high  enough,  we  should  think,  to 
satisfy  the  reasonable  desires  for  profit  of  any  farm- 
er in  Maine. 

We  published  all  these  facts  as  we  see  them  in 
our  exchange  papers,  for  the  information  of  our 
farmers  and  traders.  It  appears  to  us  that  if  ship- 
ments and  sales  are  to  be  made,  it  would  be  well  to 
postpone  the  sale,  at  least  for  some  limp  to  come. 
Some  of  our  southern  buyers  expect  that  the  recent, 
present,  as  well  as  contracted,  shipments  of  potatoes 
will  drain  the  state  of  Maine.  It  is  impossible. 
We  have  a large  supply  as  yet,  and  if  all  the  world 
w ill  give  the  farmers  of  Maine  fair  notice  that  they 
wish  to  be  supplied  from  Maine,  the  supplies  can 
be  made  easily  and  profitably.  [ Portland  Adv. 

Navy  department.  Extract  of  a teller  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  from  Dr.  B.  S.  Edwards,  sur- 
geon of  the  West  India  fleet,  dated  September  36, 
1838: 

“Sir:  It  is  a source  of  much  gratulaticn  to  me,  in 
closing  my  duties  as  fleet  surgeon,  to  report  that  the 
officers  and  crews  of  ail  the  ships  upon  this  station 
continue  in  excellent  health;  that  from  the  reports 
received,  we  have  been  spared  the  loss  of  a single 
individual  by  disease  during  Ihe  quarter.  It  has 
been  our  fortunate  lot  during  the  command  of  com- 
modore ©ailas  up  to  this  time,  that  the  ships  ofthis 
squadron,  .moving  in  a clime  noted  for  its  malig- 
nant diseases,  should  have  passed  unscathed  through 
seasons  ol  petilence.” 

Fortunate  recovery-.  Some  time  since,  three 
kegs  containing  $50,000  in  specie,  designed  for  the 
pay  of  the  Indians,  was  stolen  from  the  arsenal  al 
Fort  Crawford.  By  the  -Galena  Gazette  of  the  10th, 
we  learn  that  $ 10,000  has  been  recovered,  and  a 
cine  obtained  Which,  it  is  believed,  will  lead  to  the 
recovery  of  the  balance.  The  thieves,  it  appears, 
buried  two  kegs  in  the  prairie.  Two  of  them  were 
apprehended,  when  one  revealed  the  whole  story; 
and  after  considerable  search,  the  greater  portion 
was  found  buried  in  different  places.  One  keg  fell 
to  the  lot  of  two  thieves  who  escaped  over  the 
Wisconsin  with  it  where  they  reside. 

[St.  Louis  Republican. 

The  weather  and  the  crops.  A late  numher  of 
the  London  Standard  has  the  following  table,  showing 
the  nature  of  the  seasons  in  Great  Britain  since  1790, 
arid  the  .annual  average  prices  of  wheat  in  each  of  the 
seasons.  The  obje  t of  its  pubfication  by  the  London 
editor  is  to  show  that  the  highest  prices  of  grain  have 
generally  marked  the  seasons  of  the  greatest  commer- 
cial prosperity,  and  also  to  prove  the  greatly-improved 


condition  of  the  manufacturing  population  under  the 
operation  of  the  corn-laws. 

Years.  Nature  of  the  seasons.  Per  ouarter — wheat. 

s-  d. 


1804] 

1805  I 

1806  { 
1807 J 
1803 


(53 

3 

Peace  and  favorable  seasons 

3 

(42 

0 

W ar,  but  favorable  seasons 

47 

10 

Deficiencies  of  the  crop 

tot 

) 73 

0 

0 

( 76 

6 

Seasons  less  unfavorable 

52 

6 

( 67 

6 

Bad  seasons 

t 67 
} 110 

6 

11 

Good  crop  followed  by  peace,  also 

) 1 1 P. 

a 

good  seasons  in  1802-3 

\ 1 i %J 

0 

Average  crops 

\ 67 
i 57 

6 

6 

Deficient  crop,  followed  however  by 
average  crops  1805-6-7 


Partial  deficiency 

1809  Great  deficiency 

1810  Good  crops 

1811  Deficiency 

1812  ) Favorable  crops,  but  currency  do-  t 

1813 ) predated  ( 

) Nearly  an  average  crop,  but  great  ( 

1814  V import  and  decrease  ot  charges  ot  ] 

) production  consequent  on  peace  ( 

1815  Full  average  crop 

1816  Great  and  general  deficiency 

1818  ^ ^ot  exceeding  average  ^ 

1819  Somewhat  below  an  average  crop 

1820  Exceeding  average  crop 

1821  ) 

1822  $ 

1823 
1S24 
1825 

1826)  . ( 56  11 

]827j  Average  crop  | 55  0 

Scarcity  60  5 

Average  66  3 

Full  average  64  3 

Nearly  an  average  crop  66  4 


Average  crop 

Scarcity 

Average 

Nearly  an  average 


1828 
1329 

1830 

1831 
1332  1 

1833  > Above  an  average  crop 


1331 ) 
1335 

1836 

1837 


Considersble  above  an  average 
Above  an  average 
Under  an  average 


Catlin’s  Indian  gallery.  We  felt  ashamed 
and  morlified  at  the  indifference  manifested  by  the 
officers  of  government,  and  members  of  congress, 
towards  this  most  interesting  exhibition  whilst  it 
was  in  this  city,  but  especially  at  the  little  interest 
which  was  felt  in  the  attempt  to  secure  it  to  the 
nation;  and  almost  hope  that  the  permission  granted 
in  the  following  letter,  to  land  the  collection  in 
England  free  of  duty,  may  he  the  first  step  to  place 
it  beyond  our  reach,  as  a punishment  to  the  illibe- 
ral feeling  manifested  here. 

(copy.) 

“Dozening  street,  London,  10th  .dug,  18 38. 

“ George  Mlard,  esq.,  New  York: 

Sir:  I am  directed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  7th  May 
last,  enclosing  a catalogue  of  Mr.  Catlin’s  Indian 
gallery,  and  requesting  to  be  informed  whether,  in 
the  event  of  Mr.  Catlin’s  determining  to  bring  his 
collectionof  Indian  curiosities  and  paintings  to  ihis 
country  her  majesty’s  government  would  permit 
them  to  be  landed  free  of  duty. 

“In  reply,  I have  to  inform  you  that  the  lords  of 
.(he  treasury  are  willing  to  allow  Mr.  Catlin  the 
privilege  he  seeks,  on  condition  of  his  signing  a 
bond  to  re-export  all  the  articles  thus  introduced, 
or  pay  the  duty  if  he  should  think  fit  to  dispose  of 
them. 

“I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

“Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  “S.  E.  Spring  Rice.” 

The  Tariff.  In  answer  to  a letter  from  the 
collector  of  this  port,  the  comptroller  of  (he  trea- 
sury has  determined  that  in  order  that  any  article 
should.,  be  classed  as  millenery,  it  must  at  least  in 
part,  be  made  up  by  hand,  and  in  accordance  with 
this  rule,  that  shawls,  scarfs,  neckerchiefs,  handker- 
chiefs, of  silk  alone  and  without  embroidery,  or 
other  work  done  by  hand  are  free.  Also,  “silk  and 
worsted  merino  shawls,”  silk  and  worsted  middle 
or  field;  carded  wool  in  the  borders,  without  em- 
broidery or  other  work  done  by  hand;  the  compo- 
nent material  of  chief  value,  silk. 

Shawls  of  silk  and  cotton,  without  embroidery  or 
other  work  done  by  hand;  component  material  of 
chief  value,  silk.  Stocks,  cravats,  suspenders, 
night  caps,  purses,  and  buttons,  of  silk- or  having 
silk  as  the  component  materia]  of  chief  value;  rib- 
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bo  ns,  not  made  up — braid,  not  made  up.  Braids, 
or  fillets  made  up  i'or  t lie  bair,  are  classed  as  inille- 
nery.  Galloons,  charged  as  bindings,  23  per  cent, 
ad  valorem.  Laces,  lace  veils,  lace  shawls,  or 
shades  of  sillc  (or  thread)  liable  to  a duty  of  12  j 
per  cent,  by  acts  of  April  27,  1816,  and  May  22, 
1S34. 

[Jour,  of  Com. 


Colonial  records  of  Pennsylvania.  We 
learn  from  the  American  Sentinel  that  Mr.  secre- 
tary Burrows  announces  that  the  colonial  records 
ol  Pennsylvania  will  be  comprised  in  ten  octavo 
volumes  ol  about  seven  hundred  pages  each,  and 
that  the  two  first  volumes  terminating  with  the 
minutes  of  the  proprietary  council  in  1717,  are 
nearly  ready  for  delivery.  Subscription  lists  are 
opened  at  the  treasurer’s  oifices  in  the  various 
counties  of  the  commonwealth.  The  price  per  vo- 
lume will  be  one  dollar  and  sixty  cents.  No  person 
can  be  permitted  to  subscribe  for  more  than  one 
copy.  One  hundred  and  (ifiy  copies  are  assigned 
as  the  proportion  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia. The  people  of  this  commonwealth  are 
indebted  originally  to  the  historical  society  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  the  publication  of  this  valuable  and 
honorable  record  of  its  by-gone  days;  of  the  times 
when  the  state  was  founded  on  the  broad  principle 
of  enlightened  humanity  and  justice. 

[iVal.  Int. 


Exports  from  Virginia.  Tobacco.  Average 
quantity  inspected  yearly , 40,000  hhds.,  value  #100 
per  hhds.  - - - $4,000,000 

Average  quantity  manufactured,  15,000 

hhds.,  value  increased  $40  per  hhd.  000,000 
Other  articles  exported  from  Richmond 
and  Manchester,  - 1,661,001 

Cotton  do  do  Petersburg,  1,200,000 

Other  articles  exported  from  Fredericks- 
burg and  Falmouth,  - - - 1,517,500 

Other  articles  exported  from  Norfolk  (in 

1837,)  ....  1,751,888 

Flour  inspected  elsewhere,  and  not  in- 
cluded above,  ...  137,500 

Cotton  goods  and  yarns  exported  (de- 
ducting value  of  raw  material,)  - 205,000 


$11,254,539 

Direct  foreign  exports  and  imports  of  Virginia. 
Exports  (average  of  5 years  ending  31st 

December,  1837)  - - -$5,265,461 

Imports  do  816, 8S7 


Difference, 

$4,448,575 

BANKS  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Years. 

Capital.  Loans. 

Specie. 

Jan’y  1,  1835, 

$5,694,500  $1 1,0S6,531 

$1,216,694 

“ 1836, 

6,511,300  14,329,680 

1,552,528 

“ 1837, 

6,731,200  17,705, 1S3 

1,617,861 

Years. 

Deposites. 

Circulation. 

Jan’y  1,  1835, 

$2,937,313 

5,813,168 

“ 1836, 

3,568,414 

8,182,763 

“ 1837, 

4,092,587 

9,333,178 

1835,  deposites  and  circulation  combin- 
ed, - - - - -$S, 800, 480 

1S36,  do  do  do  11,731,177 

1837,  do  do  do  13,425,760 


Patrons.  Solomon  Smith,  esq.,  the  proprietor 
of  the  Mobile  Mercantile  Advertiser,  has  recently 
sold  his  paper  to  Messrs.  Langdon  & Harris.  In 
his  valedictory,  he  says  some  true  things  in  an 
amusing  style,  as  the  following  extract  will  show: 
. Speaking  of  patrons— I cannot  conclude  without 
giving  some  of  my  ideas  on  the  subject  of  patron- 
age. The  Americans  are  a patronizing  people.  If 
a person  subscribes  for  a newspaper  or  advertises  in 
it,  he  becomes  a patron;  if  he  “ puts  up  ” at  a hotel 
he  patronizes  that  house;  if  he  purchases  an  article 
at  a store  he  gives  the  merchant  his  custom;  if  he 
visits  the  play  house  on  a benefit  night,  he  bestows 
on  such  an  actor  a dollar!  This  is  all  wrong.  Let 
us  change  this  patronizing  air,  and  acknowledge 
that,  il  we  take  a newspaper,  purchase  goods,  lodge 
or  dine  at  a hotel,  go  to  the  play,  we  expect,  at 
least,  to  get  our  money’s  worth.  “ Halloo,  old  fel- 
low!” bawled  out  a chap  to  me  in  South  Carolina, 
“ I gave  yon  a dollar  last  night — I like  to  patronize 
the  theatre.”  The  day  before,  I had  loaned  that 
patron  fifty  dollars  to  take  him  home  to  Georgia, 
which  he  has  not  paid  me  to  this  day! 

Ol  all  trades,  professions,  or  callings,  I know  of 
none — I have  followed  a great  many — so  poorly 
paid  as  publishers  of  newspapers.  Many  patrons 
ol  newspapers,  otherwise  worthy,  punctual  men, 
think  it  not  unrighteous  to  let  the  publisher  wait 
year  after  year  for  his  dues — and  at  last,  if  he  is 
compelled  to  pay,  he  does  it  with  a very  bad  grace. 


“ Mr.  Type  must  have  his  money,  must  he?  Well, 
if  he  must,  he  must.  Give  me  a receipt;  and  do  you 
hear?  stop  the  paper — I have  patronized  that  estab- 
lishment six  years — there  is  no  such  thing  as  grati- 
tude in  the  world.”  Another  will  tell  you  he 
never  subscribed  to  a paper — “the  boy  has  left  it 
every  morning  it  is  true,  and,  as  it  was  left,  i did 
read  it  occasionally, — but  I never  ordered  it.” 
There  is  another  class  of  patrons  who  never  sub- 
scribe at  all,  but  are  great  friends  of  the  paper,  and 
i always  read  it',  in  fact,  this  is  the  class  who  may  be 
termed  your  “ constant  readers.”  “ Here,  Sam,  go 
over  the  way,  with  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Tom- 
kins, and  ask  him  for  the  loan  of  his  paper,  and  Sam 
tell  him  as  he  never  reads  it  before  breakfast,  I’ll 
thank  him  to  let  John  bring  it  over  every  morning; 
it  is  an  excellent  paper;  that  editor  really  knows 
what  he  is  about;  I begin  to  think  of  patronizing 
him  myself.”  There  yet  remains  to  be  mentioned 
one  more  class  of  patrons — supporters,  I should 
say,  for  they  are  the  support  and  stay  of  publishers.  | 
This  class  is  composed  of  those  who  say — “ Here, 
Mr.  Clerk,  be  so  good  as  to  place  my  name  on  your 
subscription  list,  and  write  opposite  to  it  paid  in 
advance.”  In  looking  over  a list  of  some  thou- 
sands yesterday,  I saw  a hundred  or  two  of  this 
class!  If  I had  any  golden  types,  their  names 
should  literally  appear  in  letters  of  gold. 
There  are  now  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  due  this  office,  and  I am  convinced  the  pro- 
prietors would  willingly  sell  all  the  debts  for  five 
thousand  ! It  is  thus  with  all  newspaper  offices — 
and  why? — because  publishers  are  good  natured, 
and  submit  to  their  own  degradation  in  the  scale  of 
tradesmen.  Let  this  state  of  things  be  amended — 
“reform  it  altogether.”  Adhere  strictly  to  the 
terms  of  your  papers — for,  take  the  word  of  an  ex- 
perienced man,  you  had  better  keep  your  ink  and 
paper,  than  furnish  them  and  your  labor  for  nothing. 
You  may  get  popularity,  but  you  will  get  no  pork 
and  cabbage  for  your  dinner. 

I now' take  my  leave  as  proprietor  of  the  “Ad- 
vertiser;” I forgive  all  and  ask  forgiveness  ol  all, 
if  any  one  has  any  thing  to  forgive,  and  conclude 
by  repeating  the  advice  I gave  my  Cincinnati 
friends  fifteen  years  ago,  with  a slight  amendment  : 
“Live  honestly,  serve  God,  and  PAY  for 

YOUR  NEWSPAPERS.” 

Massacre  of  American  seamen.  A letter  was 
received  in  the  city  this  morning  from  Eleazer 
Wyer,  jr.  one  of  the  survivors  on  board  the  Aina, 
dated  Brunswick,  (Geo.)  Oct.  3d  on  board  the  U. 
States  schr.  Madison.  We  have  seen  the  letter  and 
condense  from  its  contents  the  following  particu- 
lars wdiich  will  be  interesting  to  our  readers. 

The  letter  says: — -“We  started  from  Cuba  on  the 
18th  of  Aug.  It  was  some  time  before  we  got 
round  the  island.  We  kept  along  the  Cuba  coast 
to  Matanzas,  and  then  took  our  departure  for  Bos- 
ton. On  the  5th  of  Sept,  it  began  to  blow  very 
hard,  and  we  found  the  wind  increasing  and  we 
took  in  sail  accordingly.  On  the  7th  Sept,  it  blew 
a complete  gale  from  the  northeast.  We  were 
within  15  or  20  miles  of  the  Florida  coast,  and 
finding  ourselves  drifting  ashore  we  got  sail  upon 
her  again,  and  carried  away  the  head  of  our  how- 
sprit.  We  had  to  shorten  sail  and  heave  her  to 
again,  the  sea  coming  over  and  sweeping  the  decks. 
We  found  that  we  could  not  keep  her  off  the  land, 
and  so  concluded  to  run  her  on  shore  in  the  day 
time,  and  to  save  our  lives.  Accordingly  we  low- 
ered the  mainsail  and  put  the  helm  up.  The  ves- 
sel was  soon  ashore,  and  we  waited  until  she  was 
driven  so  far  up  the  beach  that  we  could  easily 
jump  from  her  on  shore.  We  worked  as  long  and 
as  hard  as  we  could  to  get  our  clothing  and  provi- 
sions ashore.  One  hand,  John  Sheaf,  was  washed 
overboard  before  we  got  ashore,  and  drowned. 

We  got  ashore  our  clothes  with  plenty  of  pro- 
visions and  water, — enough  to  last  us  a month.  We 
remained  here  until  Sunday  the  9th,  when  about 
noon,  we  were  attacked  by  a party  of  Indians.  The 
first  gun  was  aimed  at  the  mate,  which  put  him, 
the  cook  and  the  Dutchman  to  flight.  I run  into 
the  tent  and  told  the  captain  that  the  Indians  were 
upon  us.  The  captain  told  Cainmett  and  myself 
that  the  Indians  would  not  hurt  us,  and  told  us  also 
not  to  run.  The  Indians  immediately  fired  again 
and  shot  me  through  the  hand  and  thigh.  All  three 
of  us  now  started  and  run  along  the  beach, — and 
the  Indians  behind  in  full  chase.  The  captain 
could  not  keep  up  with  us,  and  being  behind,  the 
Indians  overlook  him — upon  his  knees  he  begged 
for  life  but  the  Indians  at  once  shot  him  dead. — 
Cammett  and  myself  hid  ourselves  in  the  bushes, 
succeeding  in  making  our  escape.  I kept  in  (he 
woods  until  near  sundown  when  I came  to  the 
beach  and  walked  thirty  or  forty  miles,  living  upon 
the  dead  fish  I found  on  the  shore.  Thus  I pursued 
my  course  until  Wednesday  night  when  I saw  ves- 


sels in  sight, — I took  my  shirt,  hoisted  it  upon  a 
pole,  and  a boat  was  sent  from  one  of  the  vessels 
which  took  me  on  board.  The  next  morning,  we 
picked  Cammett  up  and  both  of  us  staid  on  board 
the  sloop  three  or  lour  days  when  we  were  put  on 
board  another  sloop  and  went  to  Indianquay  and 
there  we  found  passage  to  Key  West.  The  boat 
belonging  to  the  cutter  Madison  was  sent  here  for 
us  and  we  found  that  Howard  was  the  captain.  I 
went  on  board  the  Madison  and  captain  Howard 
told  me  he  was  bound  to  Georgia  and  then  to  Ports- 
mouth. He  told  us  to  make  ourselves  comfortable 
and  gave  the  surgeon  and  steward  orders  to  do 
every  thing  for  us.  My  wounds  are  nearly  well 
and  I hope  soon  to  be  at  home.  AVyer,  Cammett 
and  Ryan  were  all  of  the  crew  of  the  Aina  that 
were  saved.  Capt.  Thomas,  the  mate,  Andrew 
J.  Plummer  and  Wm.  Reed,  of  Salem,  were  shot. 

[Portland  Advertiser. 

Stewart’s  Trial.  Front  the  Transcript.  It 
must  be  obvious  to  every  considerate  and  intelli- 
gent mind,  that  the  verdict  rendered  by  the  jury 
in  the  above  case  was  the  result  of  compromise. 
But,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  some  who, 
either  from  ignorance  or  a desire  of  mischief,  are 
endeavoring  to  excite  the  public  mind  in  relation 
to  it,  so  as  to  affix  odium  upon  tile  gentlemen  who 
composed  the  jury,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  make 
the  following  statement: 

It  was  generally  understood  during  the  early  part 
of  and  throughout  the  trial  that,  on  deciding  upon 
the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  prisoner,  the  jury 
would  be  governed  solely  by  the  testimony  as  detailed 
from  the  stand.  On  Thursday  morning,  therefore, 
when  the  evidence  on  both  sides  closed,  the  mind 
of  every  juror  was  made  up,  and  stood  7 guilty,  5 
not  guilty.  When  the  ballot  was  taken  on  Satur- 
day evening  after  the  arguments,  and  the  case 
finally  submitted,  it  stood  7 guilty,  5 not  guilty. 
Thus  it  continued  to  be  from  Thursday  12  o’clock 
until  Sunday  1 o’clock,  without  the  slightest  prob- 
ability of  any  change  in  the  opinions  of  any  one  ju- 
ror taking  place. 

On  Sunday  morning  at  9 o’clock  the  following 
communication  was  sent  to  the  court,  signed  by  all 
the  jurors  : 

“To  the  honorable  the  judges  of  Baltimore  city 

court : 

“ Gentlemen  : One  of  the  jurors,  who  has  been 
sick  ever  since  we  have  been  empanneiled  in  this 
case,  is  now  extremely  ill,  so  much  so  that  we  are 
seriously  afraid  that  if  continued  longer  in  confine- 
ment the  forfeiture  of  his  life  would  be  the  conse- 
quence. 

In  addition  to  that,  we  regret  to  have  to  state 
that  in  our  opinion  there  is  no  probability  or  even 
possibility  of  our  ever  being  able  to  agree  upon  a 
verdict.  We  therefore  most  respectfully  request 
that  we  may  be  discharged.” 

To  the  former  part  of  the  above  the  court  replied 
that  the  sick  juror  should  have  every  convenience 
allowed  him,  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
would  admit  of. 

To  the  latter  part  no  reply  was  received,  except 
“the  court  would  meet  again  at  3 o’clock  to  receive 
any  verdict  that  we  might  have  agreed  upon.” 

It  was  now  evident  that  a unanimous  verdict  of 
either  guilty  or  not  guilty,  could  not  and  would  not 
be  agreed  upon.  About  1 o’clock,  P.  M.,  oil 
Sunday,  the  proposition  was  made  to  compromise, 
bv  a verdict  of  murder  in  the  second  degree.  By 
3 o'clock  ten  of  the  jury  had  acceded  to  it,  and 
about  half  after  6 the  remaining  two  gave  in  and 
signed  to  that  elfect. 

From  the  above,  it  will  be  obvious  to  every  one, 
that  the  verdict  was  one  of  compromise,  and  it  is 
sincerely  hoped  that  the  public — after  mature  re- 
flection upon  all  the  circumstances  of  this  difficult 
and  awfully  responsible  case,  occupying,  as  it  did, 
the  time  and  undivided  attention  of  the  jury  for  (en 
whole  days— will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
verdict  was  the  proper  one,  and  the  only  one  that 
could  have  been  agreed  upon. 

one  of  the  jury. 

Legal  decision.  A case  involving  the  crimi- 
nality of  passing  counterfeit  “small  hills”  on  banks 
of  oiher  states,  came  before  the  circuit  court  held 
last  week  at  Elmira.  The  prisoner  was  arraigned 
on  that  indictment  for  paying  out  a spurious  $3 
note  on  a Massachusetts  bank,  and  discharged  by 
judge  Monell,  on  the  ground  that  the  statute  con- 
siders all  such  bills  valueless.  Thus,  with  laws 
that  we  do  not  want,  and  without  those  the  public 
good  requires,  the  people  get  along  the  best  way 
they  can,  while  the  unblushing  rogue  pushes  his 
way  through  the  world,  not  only  with  impunity,  but 
absolutely  triumphant. 

[Havana  [ Chemung ] Republican. 
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Military  concert.  On  the  recent  arrival  of 
the  emperor  and  empress  of  Russia  at  Bei  lin,  all  the 
bands,  drummers,  and  fifers  ot  the  nine  regiments  of 
infantry  and  eleven  of  cavalry,  amounting  to  1,074 
men,  were  assembled  in  front  of  the  royal  place,  and 
disposed  on  three  sides  of  an  oblong  square,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  paces  by  sixty-five.  The 
longest  side  of  the  square  was  occupied  by  the  infan- 
try bands,  one  of  the  small  sides  by  those  of  the  ca- 
valry, composed  of  wind-instruments,  and  the  re- 
maining side  by  the  drummers  and  fifers.  All  the 
general  and  field  officers  in  full  uniform  took  their 
places  on  the  fourth  side.  In  the  centre  of  the  square 
was  the  leader  of  the  band,  and  at  a certain  distance 
from  him,  opposite  to  the  regimental  bands,  their 
separate  leaders,  all  armed  with  their  short  wands. 
At  a signal  given  by  the  leader,  the  concert  com- 
menced by  the  hymn  “God  preserve  the  empeior,” 
and  finished  at  nine  o’clock  with  the  Russian  retreat 
and  an  evening  prayer.  The  execution  of  the  con- 
cert is  stated  to  have  been  admirable. 

The  Hon.  Nathan  Sanford  died  yesterday,  at 
his  residence  on  Long  Island,  after  a long  and  linger- 
ing indisposition.  He  was  a man  of  worth  and  tal- 
ent, of  a cultivated  mind,  and  possessed  of  that  firm- 
ness of  character  which  is  so  necessary  in  public 
life.  He  served  the  state  successively  in  various 
distinguished  posts.  He  was  at  first  speaker  of  the 
New  York  house  of  assembly,  then  district  attorney 
of  the  United  States  for  New  York,  and  afterwards 
a senator  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  lor 
ten  successive  years.  He  was  next  appointed  chan- 
cellor of  this  state,  an  office  which  he  held  about 
two  years,  during  which  he  made  several  important 
decisions.  He  resigned  it  to  represent  his  state 
again  in  the  United  States  senate.  For  several  years 
past  his  health  has  been  gradually  declining. 

[New  York  Post,  Oct.  IS. 

Silk  culture.  A meeting  was  held  on  the 
25th  ult.  at  Philadelphia,  of  citizens  of  the  states 
of  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  Jersey,  en- 
gaged in  the  culture  of  silk,  at  which  the  Hon. 
James  Naudain,  of  Delaware,  presided.  After 
adopting  measures  for  the  formation  of  a national 
silk  society,  reference  was  made  to  the  suggestion 
of  some  southern  gentlemen  in  regard  to  a conven- 
tion to  be  held  in  Baltimore  on  the  23th  day  of  the 
present  month,  and  delegates  were  appointed  from 
the  several  states  represented,  to  attend  the  same. 
Of  the  beneficial  consequences  likely  to  arise  from 
the  proposed  convention,  there  can,  we  presume, 
be  but  one  opinion.  The  opportunity  which  it  will 
furnish  for  intercommunication  between  intelligent 
men  from  various  parts  of  the  union,  and  the  inter- 
change of  opinions  on  matters  of  theory  or  prac- 
tice, will  be  the  means  of  eliciting  much  valuable 
information.  The  silk  producing  interest  is  be- 
ginning to  be  a very  important  one,  and  ever}”-  me- 
thod should  be  used  by  which  its  advancement  may 
be  promoted.  The  attendance  on  the  occasion  will 
of  course  be  large,  and  such  measures  will,  we 
presume,  be  adopted,  as  will  furnish  a regular  sup- 
ply of  information  on  the  important  subject. 

[Balt.  American. 

The  Mobile  Mercantile  Advertiser  suggests  an 
admirable  plan,  in  our  estimation,  for  the  support 
and  instruction  of  children  whose  parents  are  too 
poor  to  educate  them,  and  who  are,  consequently, 
running  at  large  in  the  streets  and  acquiring  bad  ha- 
bits. The  proposition  embraces  the  formation  of  a 
slock  company,  the  capital  of  which  shall  be  invested 
in  the  purchase  of  a sufficient  quantity  of  land  to  be 
devoted  to  the  silk  culture  in  its  various  branches. — 
The  labor  of  attending  to  the  worms,  collecting  their 
food,  &c.,  is  so  light  that  the  most  feeble  may  per- 
form it  and  have  ample  leisure  to  devote  to  their 
school  studies,  whilst  the  profitableness  of  the  pur- 
suit is  such  as  to  reimburse  fully  any  expenses  in-  \ 
curred.  X school  house  is  to  form  a portion  of  the 
proposed  establishment,  which  is  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  competent  superintendents.  The  bene- 
ficial effects  arising  from  such  an  institution  are  great, 
as  well  in  regard  to  the  morals  as  the  physical  pow- 
ers of  the  pupils,  who  would  enjoy  ample  exercise 
in  the  open  air  whilst  they  would  be  rescued  from 
the  baneful  influences  of  evil  associations.  Nor 
would  the  estaiishment  parta’  e,  in  any  degree,  of 
the  character  of  an  institution  for  the  punishment  of 
crime,  as  the  intention  is  to  take  only  the  children 
of  poor  parents  who  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  edu- 
cate their  offspring.  • [lb. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  great  quantify  of 
Morns  Multicaulis  trees  in  Fiance  and  other  por- 
tions of  Europe.  We  observe  it  stated  on  authority 
of  general  Tallmadge,  who  visi'ed  all  the  pr  ncipal 
silk  districts  in  that  country,  that  there  are  even  now 
more  Morus  Multicaulis  trees  in  the  United  States 
than  there  are  in  the  whole  of  Europe. 


Silk  in  Louisiana.  From  the  New'  Orleans  Bee 
we  learn  a fact  as  gratifying  as  it  is  surprising. 
Mr.  Covington,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Tammany,  has 
for  years  cultivated  the  Morus  Multicaulis  to  great 
extent,  and  some  10  or  12  planters  in  that  parish 
alone  have  together  100,000  trees.  The  climate  and 
soil  are  admirable  for  this  culture,  and  Mr.  C.  be- 
lieves silk  will  soon  be  a great  article  of  commerce 
in  that  state. 


LAW  CASES. 

LAW  OF  STOCK  JOBBING* 

A case  was  tried  at  Philadelphia,  the  other  day, 
in  which  the  effect  of  combination  to  raise  the 
price,  upon  the  validity  of  a contract  for  stock,  was 
the  legal  question  involved.  The  action  was  upon 
a memorandum  cheek,  given  in  settlement  of  a 
stock  operation,  and  the  defence  was  that  the  plain- 
tiff had  combined  with  others  to  raise  the  price  of 
the  stock  to  a fictitious  value,  by  cornering  and 
other  devices  of  the  stock  market,  w ith  the  techni- 
cal names  of  which  we  are  not  acquainted. 

The  judge,  at  the  request  of  the  counsel  for  both 
parties,  presented  these  principles  to  the  jury,  as 
rules  by  which  they  should  be  governed  in  making 
up  their  verdict. 

First.  A combination  of  one  or  more  of  the  di- 
rectors of  an  institution  and  other  persons,  to  raise 
the  price  of  the  stock  of  such  institution  for  pur- 
poses of  gain  to  themselves,  by  making  large  pur- 
chases of  said  stock  on  time,  after  haring  by  vari- 
ous contrivances  obtained  the  control  of,  end  the 
means  of  keeping  out  of  the  market,  such  large 
quantities  ot  said  stock  as  to  render  a compliance 
with  their  contracts,  by  the  sellers  on  time,  impos- 
sible, unless,  by  paying  the  conspirators  exorbitant 
prices — is  an  unlawful  and  fraudulent  combination. 

Second.  That  contracts  for  the  purchase  of  such 
stock  on  time,  made  in  pursuance  of  such  combina- 
tion by  the  conspirators,  or  any  of  them,  with  in- 
nocent third  persons,  are  fraudulent  and  void,  and 
cannot  be  enforced  against  such  third  persons. 

Third  That  if  the  plaintiff  was  a party  to  such 
combination,  and  the  alleged  market  price  was  the 
result  of  the  said  combination,  and  of  the  acts  of  the 
participants  therein  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  was 
far  above  the  real  value  of  the  said  stock,  the  plain- 
tiff is  not  entitled  to  recover  against  an  innocent 
third  person. 

Fourth.  That  if  the  jury  believe  the  foregoing 
facts,  then  it  makes  no  difference  whether  the  de- 
fendant gave  a check  or  obligation  for  the  sum 
claimed  or  not;  or  whether  he  knew,  at  the  time 
he  gave  it,  of  the  alleged  combination  or  not;  in 
neither  case  is  the  plaintiff  entitled  to  recover. 

INTERESTING  CASE. 

The  Athens  (Tenn.)  Journal  has  the  following 
notice  of  an  interesting  case  which  was  recently 
decided  at  that  place  by  judge  Keith. 

A Cherokee  Indian  confined  by  general  Scott  for 
improper  conduct  was  brought  before  the  judge  on 
a writ  of  habeas  corpus,  with  a view  of  procuring 
his  discharge.  The  case  was  argued  at  full  length, 
and  with  considerable  ability,  on  the  part  of  the 
prisoner,  by  judge  Roane,  of  Norlh  Carolina,  and 
J.  F.  Gillespy,  esq.  of  Madisonville,  Tennessee;  in 
defence  of  the  application,  by  general  Scott,  who 
appeared  in  ,-erson,  and  made  his  own  defence,  as- 
sisted, however,  by  major  Jernagin,  who  was  em- 
ployed, we  suppose,  by  the  Cherokee  authorities, 
to  attend  to  any  general  question  which  might  arise 
in  the  course  of  the  investigation,  involving  the  ge- 
neial  interests  of  the  Cherokees  on  the  subject  ol 
emigration. 

For  the  prisoner  it  was  contended,  first  that  he 
was  a native  of  North  Carolina,  because  his  ances- 
tors had  previously  taken  a reservation  in  that  state 
under  the  treaties  of  1817  and  1819;  and,  lastly  that 
he  had  been  permitted  by  general  Smith,  superin- 
tendent of  the  emigration,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs,  to  lemain  in  the 
country.  On  the  other  side  it  was  contended  that 
the  prisoner  was  not  a citizen,  and  that  the  permis- 
sion to  remain  was  void,  being  in  violation  of  the 
treaty  of  1835-’36,  and  riot  given  by  the  authority 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States.  General 
Scott,  moreover,  claimed  the  right,  and  did  in  form, 
in  the  body  of  his  return  to  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus, revoke  the  permission  given  to  the  prisoner  to 
remain  in  the  country. 

Judge  Keith  determined,  in  substance,  that  the 
prisoner  was  no  citizen — that,  by  the  terms  of"  the 
treat)'  of  1835-’6,  the  Cherokees  were  to  leave  the 
country  ceded,  and  the  time  agreed  upon  in  which 
they  bound  themselves  to  remove  having  expired, 
the  government  of  the  United  States  not  only  had 
authority,  but  were  bound  to  remove  the  Indians 
from  the  ceded  territory;  and  that  the  judicial  offi- 
cers of  the  state  possessed  no  authority  to  discharge 


from  the  custody  of  the  officer  charged  with  the 
removal  of  the  Indians,  the  body  of  any  prisoner  le- 
gally taken  in  the  execution  of  his  order  or  in  dis- 
charge of  his  official  functions;  and  that  the  per- 
mission to  the  prisoner  to  remain,  if  given,  was 
void,  no  matter  by  whom  granted,  as  no  power  ex- 
isted in  any  officer  of  the  government  to  grant  a 
permission  to  any  individual  in  violation  of  the 
teims  oi  tne  treaty. 

LAW  OF  PARTNERSHIP. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  state  of  New  York  was 
occupied  the  whole  of  last  week  in  hearing  the 
trial  of  law,  Barry  et  als.  vs.  John  H.  Costar  etals. 
The  decision  in  this  case  establishes  clearly  the  law 
of  partnership  under  the  revised  statutes.  The 
jury,  at  a late  hour  on  Friday  evening,  under  the 
charge  of  the  court,  without  leaving  their  seats, 
found  a verdict  against  the  defendants  for  the  full 
amount  claimed — $25,850  50.  A great  many  im- 
portant points  of  law  were  raised  by  counsel  in  the 
course  of  the  trial. 

The  principal  features  of  the  case  were,  that  the 
defendant,  Costar,  entered  into  a limited  or  special 
co-partnership,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1836,  with 
John  A.  N.  Ebbetts  and  Edwin  U.  Berryman,  as 
importing  merchants;  that  some  time  subsequently 
the  firm  became  insolvent,  and  Costar,  being  the 
only  responsible  man,  was  sued  for  its  debts. 

It  was  endeavored  to  be  shown  that  the  defend- 
ant, Costar,  had,  by  his  acts,  if  not  by  a non-com- 
pliance with  the  requisites  ot  the  statute  at  the 
time  when  the  co-partnership  was  entered  into  by 
him  with  the  firm  of  Berryman  &Edwards,  become 
a general  partner  instead  of  a special  partner,  and 
therefore  liable  for  all  the  debts  of  the  firm. 

It  was  in  evidence  that  the  capital  to  be  paid  in 
by  Costar,  viz : $25,000,  was  made  up  partly  of 
outstanding  debts  of  a previous  firm,  of  which  Mr. 
Costar  had  been  a member,  partly  of  remnants  of 
merchandize,  and  the  balance  by  a check  drawn  by 
his  father,  which  check  was  never  used. 

It  was  contended  that  this  was  not  such  a com- 
pliance with  the  requisites  of  the  statute  as  was 
necessary  to  make  Mr.  Costar  a special  partner. 
Owing  to  a mistake  in  a newspaper, “the  notice  of 
special  partnership  had  not  been  published  accord- 
ing to  law,  having  been  paid  and  marked  for  six 
weeks,  and  only  inserted  fifteen  days;  and  that,  in 
consequence  of  this  omission,  and  the  neglect  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant  in  not  paying  in  his  cap- 
ital in  money  instead  of  paper  and  merchandise,  he 
became  a general  partner. 

This  decision  involves  in  its  results  claims  against 
Mr.  Costar,  due  by  the  firm,  of  upwards  of  $200,000. 

[N.  Y.  Express. 

SUPERIOR  COURT. 

Before  Chief  Justice  Jones — Saturday  Oct.  20. 

LukeTierman  et  als.  vs.  John  Simpson,  survivor, 
&c.  of  Mathew  McLaughlin  and  Win.  Read. 

Thus  was  an  action  on  two  promissory  notes 
given  in  1825  by  the  defendants,  dealers  in  Selma, 
Ala.,  to  the  plaintiffs,  merchants  doing  business  in 
Baltimore,  Md.  The  defendants  pleaded  princi- 
pally the  statute  of  limitations,  and  the  plaintiffs 
pleaded  a new  promise,  under  the  following  cir- 
cumstances. After  the  notes  were  barred  by  the 
statute,  Mr.  James  C.  Barry,  at  the  request  of  the 
plaintiffs,  took  the  notes  to  Selma,  and  presented 
them  to  Mr.  McLaughlin,  (the  partnership  having 
since  been  dissolved,)  and  all  the  defendants  re- 
siding there,  Mr. McL.  regretted  his  inability  to  meet 
them,  but  said  it  was  a just  debt,  and  should  be 
paid.  This  conversation  took  place  at  the  tavern 
after  dinner,  but  Mr.  MeL.,  although  very  frequently 
drunk,  was  sober  at  that  time,  and  perfectly  under- 
stood what  he  was  doing.  At  a subsequent  con- 
versation, he  repeated  his  promise  to  pay  the  notes. 
The  witness  afterwards  had  a conversation  with 
Mr.  Simpson,  but  what  transpired  was  not  then 
shown  in  evidence. 

The  defendant  produced  a mass  of  documentary 
testimony  tending  to  show  that  McLaughlin,  by 
reason  of  his  feeble  mind,  induced  by  habitual  in- 
temperance, was  incompetent  to  bind  the  other 
parties  by  any  new  promises.  This  evidence  after 
a prolonged  argument  was  ruled  out  by  the  court, 
under  exception  from  the  defendant,  he  intending 
to  argue  this  question  before  a full  bench. 

The  defendant  then  contended  that  the  notes  had 
been  in  part  paid  by  other  drafts,  and  this  the  plain- 
tiffs admitted;  and  it  was  further  stated  that  at  the 
time  he  made  the  new  promise  McLaughlin  was 
not  aware  of  that  fact. 

The  court  charged  that  the  only  question  for 
their  decision  was,  whether  McLaughlin  made  any 
new  promise.  As  to  the  question  of  the  admissa- 
bility  of  the  testimony  offered  and  ruled  out,  tha. 
was  a question  of  law  for  the  decision  of  the  court 
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Verdict  for plaintiffs  $3,632  42,  beingthe  amount 
claimed  after  allowing  t lie  payments  made  on  the 
notes  by  the  defendants. 

G.  Griffin,  for  plaintiffs;  S.  P.  Staples  and  John 
Siossou,  for  defendants.  [N.  Y.  Cour.  and  Inq. 


DINNER  TO  MR.  FORSYTIT. 

Columbus,  Oct.  22,  1838. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  committee,  in  behalf  of 
themselves  and  your  neighbors  and  friends  of  this 
city,  experience  much  gratification  in  being  able 
to  welcome  you  to  your  home. 

We  trust  that  you  will  not  deem  it  improper  in 
us,  or  those  we  represent,  to  say,  that  in  you  the 
cause  of  democracy  has  found  one  of  her  ablest, 
most  eloquent  anti  fearless  champions,  and  we  re- 
joice to  know  that  you,  Georgia’s  favorite  son,  as 
a prominent  member  of  the  present  democratic  ad- 
ministration, are  still  upholding  and  supporting 
those  great  principles,  upon  the  perpetuity  of 
which  our  liberty  and  happiness  so  essentially  de- 
pend. 

We  congratulate  you,  sir,  and  the  country  at 
large,  upon  the  cheering  prospect  before  us.  The 
freemen  of  this  great  republic  are  beginning  to 
speak,  and  in  such  a manner  as  must  insure 
triumphant  success  to  the  true  doctrines  of  the 
constitution.  To  us  of  Georgia,  this  state  of  things 
is  peculiarly  gratifying.  Our  principles  here  have 
suffered  (as  you  know)  a temporary  defeat;  but 
we  have  cause  to  rejoice,  that  in  other  portions  of 
this  union,  this  loss  has  been  more  than  counter- 
balanced. B i assured,  sir,  that  republican  Georgia 
cannot  long  occupy  different  ground,  but  that  in 
the  hour  of  trial,  as  she  has  done  before,  will  nobly 
rush  to  the  rescue. 

The  fame  of  an  American  statesman  belongs  to 
his  country;  and  yet  we  hope,  without  the  imputa- 
tion of  selfishness,  we  may  be  permitted  to  claim 
yours  as  belonging  peculiarly  to  this  state.  And, 
with  this  conscious  pride  for  the  high  capabilities 
which  you  possess,  and  the  many  important  and 
delicate  services  which  you  have  rendered  our 
common  country,  we  look  forward  with  pleasing 
anticipations  to  that  period  (we  trust  not  remote) 
when  that  country  will  call  upon  you  to  serve  her 
in  a still  more  exalted  station. 

We  beg  leave,  sir,  to  tender  you  a public  dinner, 
to  be  furnished  by  your  fellow-citizens  of  Colum- 
bus, at  such  time  as  will  best  suit  your  convenience, 
and  hope  that  other  engagements  of  yours  may  not 
deprive  ns  of  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  aiound 
the  festive  board. 

With  high  consideration  and  respect,  we  beg 
leave  to  subscribe  ourselves  your  fellow-citizens 
and  obedient  servants, 


James  H.  Campbell, 
Edward  Delony, 

Philip  T.  Schley, 

John  L.  Lewis, 

George  H irgraves,  jr. 
John  Quinn, 

John  D.  Howell, 
Seaborne  Thorne, 
Joseph  Coleman, 

John  Schley, 

B.  Hepburn, 

A.  Levison, 

J.  M.  Guerry, 

Hon.  John  Forsyth. 


Joseph  Sturgis, 

Henry  L.  Benning, 
Franklin  A.  Nisbet, 
W.  S.  Chipley, 

Alex.  McDonald, 
Thomas  M.  Sanders, 
Anderson  Hunt, 
Thomas  Davis, 

James  Van  Ness, 
Thos.  W.  Watson, 
Wm.  K.  Schley, 

S.  R.  Bonner, 

Committee. 


Columbus,  October  23,  1838. 

Gentlemen  : I regret  to  be  compelled  to  decline 
your  Battering  invitation  to  meet  my  fellow-citizens 
of  Columbus  at  the  festive  boaid.  My  public  and 
private  relations  render  it  impossible  for  me  to  do 
otherwise,  without  exposing  myself  to  censure  and 
sacrifices,  which  I am  sure  none  of  you  would  wish 
me  to  incur. 

I rejoice  with  you  at  the  renewed  manifestations 
of  public  opinion  in  favor  of  the  principles  and  the 
course  of  the  present  and  past  administrations. 
Time  and  reflection  are  alone  necessary  to  enable 
the  people  to  understand  and  to  appreciate  the  mo- 
tives and  intentions  of  those  to  whom  their  power 
is  confided.  In  moments  of  unexpected  difficulty 
and  excitement,  misrepresentation  may  delude,  but 
the  delusion  is  ever  evanescent,  and  the  reward  of 
the  public  servant  is  always  certain  when  his  prin- 
ciples are  correct  and  his  motives  pure. 

Of  recent  events  in  the  state  of  Georgia  it  does 
not  become  me  to  speak;  the  more  particularly  as  I 
do  not  understand  the  present  condition  of  popular 
opinion.  It  would  appear  that,  at  a moment  when 
the  long  pending  question  between  the  general  and 
state  governments,  which  has  been  the  source  of  so 
much  discordant  controversy,  has  been  satisfacto- 
rily settled  by  the  administration,  a decision  has 
been  made  against  it;  and  yet  many  of  those  who 


have  just  received  marks  of  the  public  favor  avow- 
edly advocate  and  stand  pledged  lo  sustain  the 
principles  which  govern  that  administration  on  the 
most  important  topic  on  which  it  has  been  as- 
sailed. 

1 pray  you,  gentlemen,  to  accept  my  grateful 
acknowledgements  for  the  flattering  terms  in  which 
you  have  expressed  the  wishes  of  my  fellow- citi- 
zens, and  to  excuse  me  to  them  for  not  availing 
myself  of  their  kindness. 

Your  fellow-citizen, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  Messrs.  Campbell  and  others,  committee. 

VOYAGE  TO  THE  EAST  INDIES,  &c. 

From  a late  foreign  Journal. 

Itinenary  of  the  Portuguese  lieutenant  of  the  royal 
navy,  Joaquim  Pedro  Celestino  Soares,  from 
Bombay  to  Lisbon. 

Translated  from  the  Lisbon  Diario  do  Governo , of 
the  20th  July,  1830. 

[The  information  contained  in  the  following  nar- 
rative, is,  we  believe,  in  a great  measure,  novel,  and 
will  not  be  without  interest  to  those  who  contem- 
plate a voyage  to  the  Levant  or  to  the  East  Indies  ] 
The  East  India  company  has,  in  the  port  of  Bom- 
bay, three  large  steam  vessels,  the  Atalanta,  Berenice 
and  Semirarnis,  of  650  to  700  tons,  with  engines  of 
300  to  320  horse  power,  and  one  of  300  tons;  all  to 
pi v in  the  Red  sea,  as  far  as  Seuz,  furnished  with 
every  convenience  for  passengers,  at  different  prices, 
and  performing  the  voyage  with  safety  and  rapidity. 
The  first  class  of  passengers  pay  800  rupees  each, 
or  400  Spanish  dollars;  each  cabin  holds  two  pas- 
sengers, with  warm  and  cold  baths,  and  board  in  the 
grand  saloon;  the  second  class  pay  COO  rupees  each; 
the  cabins  are  on  deck,  and  there  is  a large  room 
common  to  all  to  wash  and  bathe,  and  board  in  the 
small  saloon,  if  the  number  is  limited,  but  on  deck, 
if  there  are  many  passengers  of  this  class;  the  third 
class,  generally,  composed  of  European  servants, 
pay  80  rupees,  sleep  on  deck  forward,  and  they  get 
there  the  table,  of  which  there  is  always  an  abun- 
dance: the  fourth  class,  which  is  composed  of  na- 
tive servants,  board  with  the  crew,  ami  generally 
are  allowed  ice  and  curry;  the  two  first  classes  are 
allowed  any  beverage  they  require  all  day,  includ- 
ing coffee  and  milk  for  breakfast,  brandy  and  any 
other  spirituous  liquors;  the  third  class  is  allowed  a 
small  quantity  of  wine,  but  none  to  the  fourth.  A 
certain  quantity  of  luggage  is  allowed  to  all  these 
classes  freight  free;  to  the  first  three  trunks  or  boxes, 
30  inches  long.  16  high,  and  13  wide,  and  three 
cases,  with  three  dozen  of  bottles,  for  water  or 
wine,  across  the  desert;  to  the  second  class  the  same 
three  boxes,  and  two  cases  of  water  or  wine,  to  the 
third  and  fourth,  a trunk  or  box,  of  the  same  size 
as  the  other  classes.  The  passage  is  generally 
made  in  18  or  21  days,  according  to  the  w ind  and 
weather,  but  never  exceeding  them,  touching  at 
Mocha,  where  at  the  end  of  nine  or  ten  days,  coal 
is  taken  in,  and  afterwards  at  Cossier  five  days 
after. 

On  arrival  at  Suez,  the  passengers  find  in  the 
sands  tents  erected  by  Mr.  Waghorne’s  company  for 
their  shelter  while  they  get  ready  to  cioss  the  desert; 
the  baggage  being  carried  by  camels  at  forty  pias- 
tres, or  two  dollars  each,  and  the  passengers  riding 
excellent  asses,  well  equipped,  for  six  dollars  each, 
as  far  as  Cairo.  This  journey  lasts  from  three  to 
five  days,  and  is  effected  in  different  ways,  accord- 
ing to  the  means  of  the  passengers,  for  in  the  cara- 
van in  which  I travelled  part  of  the  way,  there  were 
several  rich  ladies  who  had  tents  of  wfiich  they 
made  use,  halting  for  meals,  and  living  extremely 
well,  and  not  hurrying  themselves;  those,  however, 
who  will  submit  to  sleep  in  the  open  air,  and  to  eat 
sparingly,  may  proceed  faster,  and  by  travelling  in 
company  with  others,  and  with  two  servants  and 
little  luggage,  the  expense  will  not  be  more  than 
twelve  to  fifteen  dollars  each. 

On  the  third  day,  about  two  o’clock,  you  see 
Cairo,  three  leagues  distant,  where  you  arrive  at 
about  five  in  the  afternoon.  At  Cairo  one  finds 
every  thing  you  can  dream  of,  from  all  parts  of  the 
world; — there  are  excellent  hotels,  in  which  board 
and  lodging  is  had  for  forty  piastres  daily,  wine 
excepted,  which  costs  a dollar  the  bottle.  The 
owners  of  the  hotels  provide  every  thing  lor  the 
voyage  dowm  the  Nile,  which  lasts  from  two  to 
three°day3.  The  delay  is  well  remunerated  by  ex- 
amining the  mosques,  citadel,  and  the  palaces  and 
gardens  of  the  Pacha;  as  well  as  the  pyramids,  six 
miles  from  the  left  bank  ol  the  river;  for  which  ex- 
cursions there  are  always  boats  and  conveyances, 
managed  by  smart  clever  Arabs.  These  excursions 
are  expensive,  and  one  is  well  off  who  satisfies  his 
curiosity  at  the  cost  of  ten  or  twelve  dollars. 

The  voyage  of  the  Nile  so  far  as  Alfe  takes 
three  or  four  days,  and  is  very  interesting.  The  ex- 


pence w ill  cost,  among  four,  from  thirty-three  to 
forty  dollars  each;  which  will  piovide  them 
with  a good  boat  with  a cabin,  servants,  excellent 
table,  coffee,  and  wine.  At  Atfe,  there  are  other 
boats,  more  elegant,  and  that  sail  faster,  which  car- 
ry you  to  Alexandria,  by  the  canal,  in  twenty-four 
hours,  for  which  five  dollars  ahead  will  be  charged. 
At  Alexandria  you  will  likely  stay  eight  or  ten 
days;  there  being  several  steamers  that  will  take 
you  to  Malta,  Syria,  Marseilles,  Naples,  or  Constan- 
tinople. The  delay  at  Alexandria  will  enable  you 
to  see  the  column  of  Pompey,  Cleopatra’s  Needles, 
the  garden  and  palace  of  Ibrahim,  the  arsenal,  and 
the  fine  ships  of  war  of  the  Pacha.  The  English 
consul  will  obtain  you  permission  to  inspect  the 
schools  for  painting  and  sculpture  in  the  magnifi- 
cent naval  arsenal,  a3  well  as  the  great  admiral’s 
ship  of  war.  All  the  hotels  are  good,  but  f’Hotel 
de  I’Europe  is  the  best  and  the  cleanest,  the  charges 
are  the  same  as  at  Cairo. 

From  Egypt  to  Europe  the  passage  money  is 
nearly  the  same  in  all  steamers,  and  is  as  follows: 
from  Alexandria  to  Marseilles,  in  a French  steam- 
er, 370  francs,  and  280  to  Malta,  provisions  not  in- 
cluded, which,  at  the  best  table,  cost  6 francs  per 
day;  the  voyage  being  performed  in  12  days  to 
Malta,  it  will  cost,  with  board,  362  francs,  or  68 
dollars.  The  expense  in  English  steamers  will  be 
about  $80,  but  the  attendance  is  superior;  the  first 
class  of  passengers  in  all  the  steamers  having  ca- 
bins forward,  holding  two,  with  board  in  the  sa- 
loon; the  second  class  have  cabins  forward,  holding 
four  or  eight,  dining  in  the  fore  cabin,  and  the 
charge  is  180  francs;  for  the  third  class  the  charge 
is  90  francs.  The  English  boats  perform  the  voy- 
age one  day  shorter,  as  they  do  not  stop  anywhere; 
the  French  boats  call  at  Syra  to  meet  the  line  from 
Constantinople,  which  causes  delay,  not  to  be  re- 
grelted,  however,  as  you  will  be  able  to  go  near 
Candia,  Scarpanto,  Ranna  Stampalio,  Naxos,  De- 
los, fkc.  reminding  you  of  Virgil  arid  Ovid,  as  far 
as  Syra,  and  afterwards  of  Byron,  when  near  Nava- 
rino,  Cherso,  Sifante,  Cape  Matapao,  arid,  finally, 
by  observing  Mount  Etna  covered  with  snow, 
which  yon  may  see  till  you  get  near  Malta. 

At  Malta  you  must  perform  quarantine,  accord- 
ing to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  Levant;  the  party  I 
was  with  stopped  21  days,  in  consequecce  of  some 
cases  of  plague  having  occurred  on  board  the  ships 
of  the  Pacha,  on  the  eve  of  our  leaving  Egypt;  the 
expense  varies  according  to  the  delay,  as  you  must 
pay  for  every  thing  at  the  Lazarettes,  which  I 
found  excellently  conducted  in  the  three  days  I 
stopped  at  Fort  Manoel,  (erected  by  my  country- 
man, D.  Antonio  Manuel  de  Villiena,  in  the  most 
scientific  manner,)  having  every  convenience  at 
the  charge  of  16s.  per  day,  with  a band  of  music; 
the  expense  of  the  passengers,  in  21  days  we  were 
detained  there,  having  cost  us  $84  each.  I waited 
four  or  five  days  at  Malta  for  the  steamer  to  Gibral- 
tar, which  gave  me  time  to  inspect  the  magnificent 
church  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  as  well  as  the  stu- 
pendous and  inaccessible  fortifications  of  Valetta. 
I paid  13  sovereigns  for  the  passage  from  Malta  to 
Gibraltar,  and  four  sovereigns  to  the  servants,  and 
saw  a great  part  of  the  coast  of  Africa  and  its 
mountains,  as  well  as  those  of  Murcia  and  Grenada, 
covered  with  snow,  till  near  Malaga. 

I was  three  days  and  two  nights  from  Gibraltar 
to  Lisbon,  touching  at  Cadiz;  for  which  I paid 
thirty-three  dollars  in  the  first  cabin,  and  two  dol- 
lars to  the  servants;  and  for  the  whole  voyage  from 
Bombay,  $ 749 , as  follows: 


Days. 

Dollars. 

From  Bombay  to  Suca, 

18 

400 

Suez  to  Cairo, 

24 

15 

Delay  at  Caiio, 

24 

12 

Down  the  Nile, 

3 

35 

In  the  Canal, 

1 

3 

Detained  at  Alexandria 

7 

20 

Alexandria  to  Malta 

9 

70 

Quarantine  at  Malta, 

21 

84 

Malta  to  Gibraltar, 

5 

65 

Detained  at  Gibraltar, 

2 

10 

Gibraltar  to  Lisbon, 

3 

35 

To  which  sum,  adding  small  expenses,  these  will 
amount  to  $800  the  actual  voyage.  Taking  up 
41  1-2  days,  and  32  1-2  days  for  detention  at  dif- 
ferent places. 

I must  observe,  that  the  voyage  returning  to  In- 
dia will  cost  $100  less;  aad  will  be  performed  in 
forty  or  forty-five  days,  every  precaution  being 
taken  to  avoid  delays;  and  the  second  class  of  pas- 
sengers will  not  have  to  pay  more  than  $600. 


AMERICAN  MANUFACTURES,  &c. 

The  great  fair  of  the  American  institute  was 
closed  at  New  York  on  Thursday  evening  the  1st 
inst.  on  which  occasion  gen.  Tallmadge,  president 
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of  the  institute,  made  an  interesting  address  which 
is  thus  sketched  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

He  said  that  more  than  half  the  states  of  the 
union  were  represented  by  articles  of  competition 
at  the  fair.  He  held  up  the  model  of  a mowing 
machine  which  has  been  sent  from  Maryland,  and 
which  was  very  efficient  in  cutting  down  grass  and 
grain.  He  referred  to  the  cattle  which  had  been 
exhibited  and  sold  at  the  fair,  and  spoke  earnestly 
of  the  backwardness  of  the  farmers  of  New 
York  and  the  adjacent  states  in  the  improvement  of 
their  breeds  of  cattle.  He  said  that  Kentucky  had 
started  first  and'  most  earnestly  in  this  matter,  and 
that  now  her  cattle  were  better  than  those  of  New 
York  by  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent.  Ohio  was 
in  this  respect  next  to  Kentucky,  but  a traveller 
from  New  York  who  should  pass  through  Illinois, 
Indiana,  or  indeed  almost  any  of  the  new  states, 
would  be  astonished  at  the  superiority  of  the  cat- 
tle which  he  saw  every  wffiere.  This  is  attributed 
to  the  difficulty  of  changing  the  habits  of  an  old 
agricultural  population,  while  the  population  of  a 
new  country  were  easily  formed  on  a plan  of  im- 
provement. He  said  the  exhibition  of  boats  might 
challenge  the  world  for  its  equal.  The  life  boat  of 
Francis,  he  said  had  almost  marked  an  era  in  the 
safety  of  navigation.  The  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn 
had  offered  a specimen  in  marine  competition,  but 
it  was  too  large  to  be  brought  into  the  garden;  it 
was  the  ship  Ohio.  The  value  of  manufactures  of 
iron  was  rapidly  increasing,  so  that  the  annual  sales 
of  such  manufactures  in  New  York  amounted  to 
$10,000,000.  He  held  up  two  or  three  pairs  of 
tailors’  shears,  made  in  Fulton  street,  of  which  near- 
ly a hundred  pairs  had  been  already  sent  for  the 
use  of  the  tailors  of  London.  He  also  held  up  a 
long  and  slender  and  very  highly  finished  pair  of 
shears  which  he  said  were  for  the  use  of  the  “mon- 
sters” to  clip  bank  bills,  and  their  only  fault  was, 
that  they  have  ground  on  the  blade,  “the  Biddle 
shears.”  [Great  applause.]  The  superiority  of 
the  Russia  sheet  iron  over  that  of  England  had 
long  been  known.  The  extreme  smoothness  of  the 
Russia  article  was  produced  by  a chemical  process, 
which  all  the  wealth  and  ingenuity  of  England  hail 
not  been  able  to  find  out.  But  a manufacturer  in 
Green  county  had  sent  down  samples  which  he 
held  in  his  band  that  surpassed  the  Russia  iron. 

He  spoke  largely  of  silk.  The  dryness  of  our 
climate,  he  said,  fitted  it  for  the  cultivation  of  silk, 
and  so  did  the  enterprise  of  our  people.  The  first 
moris  inulticaulis  tree  was  imported  by  the  insti- 
tute, under  the  particular  direction  of  Dr.  Parcellis, 
and  it  stood  for  a long  time,  and  grew  in  the  old 
French  church  in  Cedar  street.  A sample  of  silk 
was  on  the  table  which  had  been  sent  from  Florida, 
and  from  Michigan  he  had  a sample  from  the  fam- 
ily of  a gentleman  who  had  planted  fifteen  acres 
with  mulberry  trees.  Michigan,  which  in  1830 
was  a territory  with  22,000  inhabitants,  but  in  1838 
a state  with  200,000,  and  which  railroads  and  steam 
engines  would,  within  a year  or  two,  bring  it  so 
near  to  New  York  that  a party  of  ladies  might  visit 
it  in  four  days,  was  well  calculated  for  the  culture 
of  silk.  It  had  mines,  too,  of  gold,  copper,  iron, 
and  other  metals,  inexhaustible  in  quantity  and 
invaluable  in  worth.  The  soil  is  fertile  almost  be- 
yond comparison,  and  the  climate  delightful.  In- 
deed, said  thejrresident,  our  young  sister  has  ma- 
ny charms  and  boundless  wealth,  which  only  wait 
for  a few  more  years  of  maturity  to  insure  our 
lasting  admiration.  He  might  have  named,  as  a 
most  important  fact  in  regard  to  Michigan,  that  her 
population,  on  the  whole,  is  one  of  more  intelligence 
and  substantial  moral  character  than  has  pioneered 
the  settlement  of  any  other  of  our  new  states. 

The  president  made  many  other  very  sensible 
observations  on  the  advantages  which  were  pos- 
sessed for  the  culture  of  silk  in  this  country. 


OFFICIAL— NAVY  REGISTER. 
Monthly  report  of  vessels  attached  to  the  different  fo- 
reign stations,  and  the  changes,  as  ascertained  at 
the  department  daring  the  month  of  October,  1838, 
viz: 

MEDITEFOIANEAN. 

Ship  of  the  line  Ohio. 

Frigate  United  States. 

Sloop  Cyane. 

WEST  INDIES. 

Sloop  Yandalia. 

“ Boston. 

“ Ontario. 

“ Erie.  . 

“ Natchez. 

“ Levant. 

Schooner  Grampus. 

CO,AST  OF  BRAZIL. 

Razee  Independence. 

Sloop  Fairfield. 

Brig  Dolphin. 


PACIFIC. 

Ship  of  the  line  North  Carolina. 

Sloop  Lpxington. 

“ Falmouth. 

“ Enterprise. 

EAST  INDIES. 

F rigate  Columbia. 

Sloop  John  Adams. 

EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

Sloop  Vincennes. 

“ Peacock. 

Store  ship  Relief. 

Brig  Porpoise. 

Schooners  Flying  Fish  and  Sea  Gull — tenders. 

NOTICES — MEDITERRANEAN. 

The  Ohio,  captain  Joseph  Smith,  bearing  the  broad 
pennant  of  commodore  Hull,  left  Bos  ton  on  the  16th, 
and  arrived  at  New  York  the  23d  October,  to  com- 
plete her  preparations  for  the  Mediterranean  station. 

The  Frigate  United  States,  captain  Wilkinson, 
was  at  Marseilles  on  the  16th  of  August,  to  sail  the 
next  day  for  Mahon;  was  at  the  latter  place  on  the 
15th  September,  all  well.  Her  arrival  in  the  United 
States  may  soon  be  expected. 

The  sloop  of  War  Cyane,  commander  Percival, 
arrived  at  Mahon  on  the  11th  of  September,  1838, 
all  well. 

The  Constitution  is  fitting  for  sea  at  Norfolk,  des- 
tined for  the  Mediterranean. 

WEST  INDIES. 

The  frigate  Constellation,  commander  McIntosh, 
and  sloop  Concord,  lieutenant  commanding  Saun- 
ders, late  of  the  West  India  squadron,  arrived  at 
Boston  on  the  24th  October. 

Sloop  Levant,  commander  Paulding,  sailed  from 
New  York  the  28th  October,  on  her  return  to  the 
West  Indies. 

Sloop  Natchez,  commander  Page,  was  still  at  Pen- 
sacola the  17th  October. 

Sloop  Erie,  lieutenant  commanding  Farragut,  ar- 
rived at  Pensacola  from  a cruise,  on  the  17th  Oc- 
tober. 

Sloop  Ontario,  still  at  Pensacola  at  the  last  advices. 
Commander  McKenney  sailed  in  the  Levant  from 
New7  York,  to  take  command  of  the  Ontario,  on  his 
arrival  at  Pensacola. 

Sloop  Vandalia,  bearing  the  broad  pennant  of 
commodore  Dallas,  and  sloop  Boston,  commander 
Babbit,  absent  tiom  Pensacola  at  the  last  dates,  on  a 
cruise. 

Schooner  Grampus,  lieutenant  commanding  Paine, 
was,  at  last  dates,  expected  at  Pensacola,  where  or- 
ders have  been  forwarded  to  her  to  cruise  along  the 
coast  of  Florida. 

The  Macedonian  and  Warren,  at  Norfolk,  pre- 
paring for  sea — destination  West  Indies. 

COAST  OF  BRAZIL. 

Razee  Independence,  commodore  Nicholson,  ar- 
rived at  Rio  the  30th  August,  fourteen  days  from 
Montevideo — all  well.  Was  still  there  the  13th 
September. 

Sloop  Fail-field,  commander  Mayo,  arrived  at  Rio 
the  30th  August,  from  Pernambuco  and  Bahia — all 
well.  AVas  still  there  the  13th  September. 

Brig  Dolphin,  lieutenant  commander  Mackenzie, 
was  at  Montevideo  the  16th  August — alt  well. 

PACIFIC. 

North  Carolina,  (74)  commodore  Ballard,  was  at 
Callao  on  the  12th  July — all  well. 

Sloop  Lexington,  captain  Clack,  was  also  at  Cal- 
lao on  the  11th  July,  to  sail  next  day  for  Panama; 
thence  she  was  to  sail  for  the  Gulf  of  California,  and 
to  cruise  upon  the  coast  of  Mexico,  bordering  upon 
the  gulf. 

Sloop  Falmouth,  cammander  McKeever,  was 
jilcewise  at  Callao  on  the  1 1th  July,  to  sail  the  13th 
por  Valparaiso,  and  expected  to  return  to  Callao  in 
about  six  weeks,  when  she  would  be  despatched  to 
relieve  the  Lexington. 

Schooner  Enterprise,  lieutenant  commanding 
Glendy,  was  at  Callao  the  12th  July. 

Schooner  Boxer,  lieutenant  commanding  Ni- 
cholson, was  at  Manzallan  at  the  last  accounts,  and 
was,  at  the  date  of  lltli  July,  daily  expected  at  Cal- 
lao. 

EAST  INDIES. 

Nothing  from  the  vessels  attached  to  this  station 
since  the  last  monthly  report. 

EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

No  despatches  from  this  expedition  since  the  last 
report. 

The  steam  ship  Fullton,  captain  Skinner,  wa3  at 
Norfolk  at  last  dates,  having  made  one  or  two  expe- 
rimental cruises  since  her  departure  from  AVashing- 
tnn. 

The  packet  brig  consort,  lieutenant  commanding 
Gardner,  sailed  from  New  York  on  the  1st  inst.,  for 
Vera  Cruz. 

Lieutenant  commanding  John  S.  Nicholas,  and 
officer's,  and  complement  of  men,  are  about  to  pro- 
ceed from  Baltimore  to  Pensacola  tojoin  the  schooner 


Wooilbury,  another  government  packet,  destined  to 
run  between  New  Orleans  and  several  ports  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Navy  Department,  Nov.  5,  1838. 


NEW  JERSEY  ELECTION. 

There  are  charges  of  frauds  in  the  recent  election 
on  both  sides,  some  cases  of  which  we  will  endeavor 
to  present  to  our  readers.  1 u the  meantime  the 
following  opinion  of  governor  Pennington  upon  the 
powers  of  the  council  to  decide  upon  the  legality 
of  the  congressional  election,  may  not  be  uninter- 
esting to  our  readers. 

governor  Pennington’s  opinion. 

Gentlemen  of  the  privy  council:  The  great  ques- 
tion to  be  considered  by  us,  ou  the  present  occa- 
sion, is  this:  AVhat  power  have  the  laws  of  New 
Jersey  confided  to  the  governor  and  privy  council 
in  elections  for  representatives  in  the  congress  of 
the  United  States?  If  we  can  satisfy  our  minds  on 
this  point,  there  will  remain  for  us  no  alternative 
but  to  pursue  the  plain  path  of  duty,  as  marked  out 
by  the  law. 

The  s’atute  provides  that  the  elections  shall  be 
held  in  the  different  townships  under  the  inspec- 
tion of  certain  township  officers,  viz:  the  assessor, 
collector,  a judge  of  election,  and  a clerk,  all  of 
whom  are  sworn  faithfully  to  discharge  their  re- 
spective duties.  At  the  close  of  the  polls,  these 
officers  are  required,  under  their  official  oaths,  to 
certify  to  the  clerk  of  the  county7  within  a given 
time,  the  number  of  votes  received  in  the  township 
for  each  candidate.  The  votes  in  the  several  town- 
ships being  thus  ascertained,  the  clerk  of  the  coun- 
ty, who  is  also  a sworn  officer,  is  required,  from 
these  township  returns,  to  make  up,  under  his  oath 
of  office,  one  general  list  of  all  the  candidates  voted 
for,  together  with  the  number  of  votes  received  for 
each,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  governor 
within  seven  days  hereafter.  Upon  the  receipt  of 
these  lists  from  the  county  clerks,  the  law  directs, 
“that  the  governor  or  person  administering  the 
government  of  this  state,  shall,  within  five  days 
alter  receiving  the  said  list,  lay  the  same  before  a 
privy  council  to  be  by  him  summoned  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  after  casting  vp  the  whole  number  of 
votes  from  the  several  counties  for  each  candidate, 
the  said  governor,  or  person  administering  the  gov- 
ernment and  privy  council,  shall  determine  the  six 
persons  who  have  received  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  from  the  whole  state  for  representatives  in 
congress  of  the  United  States  from  this  state.” 

From  this  act  three  propositions  are  clear  to  my 
mind,  viz.  1st,  That  the  power  is  conferred  on  the 
privy  council  as  well  as  the  governor,  and  that  the 
action  of  the  one  will  not  and  cannot  determine  the 
question,  without  the  action  of  the  other;  2d,  That 
in  determining  it,  we  must  confine  ourselves  to  the 
lists  furnished  by  the  county  clerks,  and  cannot  be 
governed  by  any  other  evidence;  and,  3d,  That  in 
discharging  this  duty  we  are  acting  merely  as 
ministerial,  not  judicial  officers — our  business  is  to 
cast  up  the  votes. 

The  first  of  these  propositions  is  so  plain,  that  it 
needs  no  argument  to  support  it,  and  I was  much 
relieved  at  finding,  that  instead  of  being  only  ad- 
visers, you  are  made  equal  iri  authority  with  me, 
in  this  delicate  trust,  and  are  called  upon  to  share 
in  the  responsibility  of  action. 

It  will  be  upon  the  second  and  third  propositions, 
if  any  where,  that  a difference  of  opinion  will  arise 
among  us.  What  does  the  law  direct  the  governor 
to  lay  before  the  privy  council?  The  said  lists,  re- 
ferring manifestly  to  the  lists  transmitted  by  the 
county  clerks,  which  has  been  mentioned  imme- 
diately before.  AVhat  are  the  governor  and  privy 
council  to  do  with  the  lists  thus  laid  before  them? 
They  are  to  cast  vp  the  vote.  AVhen  this  is  done, 
what  are  they  to  determine?  AVho  are  entitled,  un- 
der all  the  circumstances,  to  the  seats  in  congress? 
No;  but  they  are  to  determine  “the  six  persons 
who  have  the  greatest  number  of  votes.”  No  lan- 
guage can  be  plainer.  Was  it  ever  intended  by 
our  laws  to  make  the  governor  and  his  privy  coun- 
cil the  arbiters  of  an  election?  There  is  no  power 
conferred  on  us  to  examine  a single  witness,  to 
send  for  persons  or  papers,  or  to  take  one  step 
towards  a judicial  investigation.  If  we  may  go 
behind  the  returns  of  the  county  clerks,  to  those  of 
the  township  officers,  why  should  we  stop  there? 
AAre  may  by  the  same  authority,  and  with  equal 
reason,  undertake  to  examine  the  proceedings  of 
those  township  officers  at  the  polls.  AVho  has  ever 
dreamed  of  a governor  and  pi  ivy  council  in  New 
Jersey  setting  themselves  up  to  decide  on  any  of 
these’matters?  They  always  have  been,  and  from 
the  very  words  of  the  act  must  be,  confined  to  the 
clerk’s  returns,  and  to  the  duty  of  casting  up  the 
votes. 

But  it  will  be  asked,  with  force  and  propriety,  is 
a candidate  to  lose  his  seat  in  congress  because  a 
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county  dork  docs  not  make  a return  of  the  votes? 
Certainly  not.  If,  through  inadvertence  or  design, 
any  votes  have  not  been  returned  by  the  clerks,  it 
is  in  the  power  of  the  house  ol  representatives,  in 
their  discretion,  to  allow  those  votes,  and  give  the 
seat  to  the  person  who  with  those  votes  may  be 
elected.  All  representative  assemblies  possess,  and 
continually  exercise  the  right  of  deciding  who  is 
entitled  to  a seat  in  them.  We  give  the  certificates 
to  the  persons  who  appear,  by  casting  up  the  clerk’s 
returns,  to  have  the  greatest  number  of  votes;  we 
are  by  law  obliged  so  to  do;  but  the  house  of  repre 
sentatives  may  go  further,  and  inquire  whether  any 
votes  have  not  been  returned  and  counted,  and,  if 
such  be  the  case,  may  allow-  them  in  their  discre- 
tion. Our  laws  evidently  contemplate  such  a state 
of  things,  for  they  require  the  township  otiicers  to 
make  out  a duplicate  certificate  of  such  election, 
and  to  file  the  same  with  the  town  clerk,  ‘to  be 
used  as  occasion  may  require.’  It  would  be  to  me 
a most  painful  reflection,  were  I to  believe  that  the 
restraints  under  which  we  are  placed  by  law-,  of 
not  going  beyond  the  certificates  of  the  county 
clerks,  would  deprive  any  candidate  of  his  ultimate 
rights.  I declare  here  iny  earnest  wish,  that  be- 
fore the  proper  and  constitutional  tribunal  for  de- 
ciding the  matter,  eacli  candidate  may  have  the  full 
benefit  of  every  legal  vote  he  may  have  received  at 
the  election. 

As  one  means  of  ascertaining  the  correct  con- 
struction of  the  law  under  which  we  are  to  act,  it 
is  highly  proper  for  us  (o  inquire  whether  any  and 
what  precedents  have  been  set  by  those  wdio  have 
filled  these  seats  before  us.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  no  accurate  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
governor  and  privy  council  in  matters  of  this  kind 
have  ever  been  kept,  as  they  might  now  afford  us 
much  aid.  I have  been  able  to  obtain  satisfactory 
information  of  only  two  cases  which  have  a bear- 
ing on  that  now  before  ns.  The  first  occurred  in 
1832.  The  election  officers  of  the  township  of 
Millville,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  neglected 
to  make  their  return  to  the  county  clerk  within 
the  time  designated  by  law,  but  no  other  objection 
to  it  was  then  suggested.  Alter  the  hour  fixed  by 
law-,  but  on  the  same  day,  the  return  was  made  in 
due  form  to  the  clerk,  wdio  made  a supplemental 
return  to  the  governor  of  the  votes  of  that  town- 
ship, explaining  the  reason  why  they  had  not  been 
included  in  his  first  certificate.  The  whole  matter 
was  then  made  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  clerk’s 
return,  and  the  votes  were  counted.  • 

The  other  case  happened  at  the  last  congres- 
sional election  in  1836.  The  clerk  of  the  county 
of  Somerset  made  a return,  omitting  the  votes  of 
the  township  of  Montgomery,  which  omission  was 
manifest  from  the  face  of  the  return.  In  the  “cast- 
ing up”  of  the  votes  by  the  governor  and  privy 
council,  the  votes  of  that  township  were  omitted, 
and  the  certificate  was  made  up  in  accordance  with 
the  clerk's  return.  The  returns  now  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state  show  the  omission 
of  the  votes  of  this  township,  and  the  statement  of 
the  votes  by  the  governor  and  privy  council  in 
their  certificate,  shows  that  they  adhered  to  the 
clerk’s  return,  and  did  not  count  them.  This  cer- 
tificate is  also  on  hie  in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  slate,  signed  by  bis  excellency  Philemon  Dick- 
erson as  governor,  and  by  the  hon.  Jeptha  B.  Munn, 
vice  president,  Charles  Stokes,  of  Burlington, 
Thomas  Arrowsmith,  of  Monmouth,  Walter  Kirk- 
patrick, of  Somerset,  and  John  C.  Smallwood,  of 
Gloucester,  as  a privy  council.  That  these  gen- 
tlemen all  acted  conscientiously,  arid  upon  what 
they  understood  to  be  the  requirements  of  the  law, 
I am  well  satisfied.  I will  further  state,  that  with 
an  anxious  desire  to  learn  what  have  been  the 
views  and  acts  of  those  who  have  been  before  us,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  find  a single  case  in  which 
they  have  gone  beyond  the  clerk’s  returns,  and  I 
firmly  believe  that  no  such  case  exists. 

Confining  ourselves,  then,  to  the  clerk’s  returns, 
as  the  only  basis  of  action  allowed  to  us  by  the 
law,  I think  that  we  should  count  every  vote  which 
any  candidate  may  have  received  as  far  as  we  can 
discover  it  by  such  returns,  without  any  objections, 
either  formal  or  otherwise,  which  may  be  then  stated 
bv  the  clerks.  Any  mistakes  in  adding  up  the  votes, 
whicti  may  be  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  returns, 
should  be  rectified;  for  we  are  to  cast  up  the  votes, 
not  the  additions  of  the  clerk3. 

These,  gentlemen,  are  the  views  which  I con- 
scientiously believe  tu  be  correct  on  this  subject. 
They  have  been  deliberately  formed,  though  thrown 
together  hastily  and  under  circumstances  of  great 
disadvantage.  I feel  that  we  are  called  upon  to 
discharge  a duty  which,  in  any  result,  may  very 
possibly  expose  us  to  tile  rebuke  of  excited  party 
f'eelings.  We  would  none  of  us  have  sought  such 
an  occasion,  so  liable  to  suspicion  and  to  misrep- 
resentation, if  left  to  our  own  choice.  But  it  has 


fallen  to  our  lot,  and  we  must  meet  it.  For  my  own 
part,  I atn  bound  by  ray  official  oalh,  “diligently, 
faithfully,  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  to 
execute"  my  office,  in  conformity  to  the  powers 
dedegated  to  me,”  and  no  motives  of  policy,  no  ap- 
prehension of  consequences,  shall  ever  cause  me  to 
fail  in  the  fulfilment  of  that  oath.  If  experience 
has  shown  that  the  law  by  which  our  conduct  in 
this  matter  must  be  regulated,  is  unwise  or  impoli- 
tic, it  is  the  right,  as  it  will  doubtless  be  the  desire 
of  the  legislature,  to  alter  and  amend  it  as  to  them 
may  seem  proper;  but  while  it  remains  the  law  of 
the  states,  we  are  bound  to  make  it  the  rule  of  our 
action.  From  a wish  to  take  upon  myself  no  larger 
share  of  authority  in  this  matter  than  the  law  has 
imposed,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  have  it  settled 
correctly,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  1 have 
thought  it  right  to  call  to  its  decision  all  whom  the 
law  authorizes  me  to  summon.  Although  prevent- 
ed by  misfortune  from  taking  a more  active  part  in 
your  deliberations,  I have  felt  that  you  had  a right 
to  expect  from  me  an  expression  of  my  sentiments, 
and  all  the  aid  which  1 can  render  you,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  our  common  duty.  I have  only  to  add 
that  it  has  been  cheerfully  given,  and  that  if  a ma- 
jority of  the  privy  council  shall  be  of  a different 
opinion,  I shall  as  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the  de- 
cision, and  deliver  the  commissions  as  they  shall 
direct. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  JOHNSON,  OF  MD. 
Speech  of  William  Cost  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  on  re- 
solutions which  he  had  offered  proposing  to  appro- 
priate public  land  for  educational  purposes  to  all 
the  states  and  territories.  Delivered  in  the  house  of 
representatives,  during  the  morning  hour,  February, 
1S3S. 

[concluded.] 

To  investigate  the  true  standard  by  which  the 
price  of  lands  should  be  valued  would  require  de- 
tails of  calculation  which  I have  not  had  time  to 
make,  and  a familiarity  with  the  practical  science 
of  national  economy  which  I do  not  pretend  to  tho- 
roughly possess.  A few  general  observations  may 
be  indulged. 

The  nominal  value  of  land  is  controlled  by  the 
price  which  it  would  bring  in  market  or  at  sale. 
This  nominal  value  is  controlled  in  a great  degree 
by  the  quantity  thrown  into  market,  as  well  as  by 
the  quality  of  the  soil.  Were  all  the  soil  owned 
by  the  United  States  from  the  Alleghany  mountains 
or  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean 
thrown  into  market  within  the  coming  year,  I am 
disposed  to  believe  that  they  would  not  bring  six 
cents  per  acre,  because  the  supply  would  be  greater 
than  the  demand.  The  absence  of  capital  and  pop- 
ulation would  restrict  the  demand, whilst  the  intrinsic 
value  of  those  lands  would  be  many  dollars  per 
acre. 

Where  is  the  capital  to  be  found  to  purchase 
quickly  all  the  public  domain  ? All  the  gold  and 
silver  coin  in  this  country  will  amount  to  some 
sixty  millions.  Commerce  and  the  multifarious 
wants  of  life  will  not  allow  it  to  be  abstracted  from 
those  urgent  purposes,  to  be  invested  in  land. 
Were  you  to  melt  up  all  the  gold  and  silver  in  the 
nation,  it  would  not  make  one  hundred  millions  of 
dollars.  The  pockets  of  the  people  have  not  yet 
been  filled  with  the  precious  metals,  and  we  are 
told  that  they  would  be  ruined  by  the  credit  sys- 
tem. The  farmers  now  can  hardly  pay  their  debts, 
and  are  but  poorly  able  to  make  extensive  pur- 
chases of  land.  The  magician’s  wand  has  not  yet 
been  wielded  over  their  fallow  fields,  nor  touched 
their  stones  into  gold.  And  if  all  the  public  lands 
were  at  once  sold  to  hungry  and  devouring  specu- 
lator, where  is  the  labor  in  this  nation  lo  cultivate 
them  ? If  every  merchant  and  mechanic  were  to 
become  an  agriculturist,  three-fourths  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  would  remain  uncultivated  for  a quarter 
of  a century  to  come. 

The  intrinsic  value  of  land  is  governed  by  the 
quantity  and  value  of  the  commodities  which  it 
may  yield.  If  an  acre  of  ground  costs  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  money  is  worth,  for  the  use  of  it,  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  and  the  land  will  yield  pro- 
ductions, after  defraying  all  the  attendant  expenses 
of  improvement  and  cultivation,  that  will  yield  a 
profit,  in  value,  upon  the  capital  invested  and  all 
(he  contingent  expenses  of  every  kind,  of  six  per 
cent.,  no  one  will  ch-ny  that  the  intrinsic  value  of 
the  land  is  equal  to  its  original  cost.  The  yield 
above  that  amount  is  clear  profit  to  the  cultivator. 
Or,  to  illustrate  from  fact  instead  of  theory  : lands 
now  on  the  Savannah  river,  the  choicest  rich  rice 
lands,  will  command  three  hundred  dollars  per 
acre;  and  they  are  really  cheaper,  in  point  of  pro- 
ductiveness and  profit,  at  that  price,  than  the  more 
sterile  lands  of  South  Carolina  would  be  at  ten 
dollars  per  acre  ; because  on  those  rich  lands  the 
expense  of  cultivation  is  not  so  great,  and  they  yield 


more  abundantly,  in  proportion  lo  the  capital  in- 
vested. They  will  yield  from  ninety  to  a hundred 
bushels  ol  rice  per  acre,  which  is  worth,  iti  t lie 
caps,  about  one  dollar  a bushel;  and  one  hand  will 
cultivate  about  five  acres. 

Dr.  Black  lias  demonstrated  in  his  piize  essay, 
which  was  published  in  the  American  Fanner  in 
1820,  and  never  read  but  with  approbation,  that 
every  acre  of  arable  land  in  New  Jersey,  which  now 
sells  at  from  ten  to  thirty  dollars  per  acre,  is  intrin- 
sically worth  five  hundred  dollars  per  acre;  and 
might  bo  placed  in  such  a state  of  cultivation  as  to 
yield,  after  paying  that  great  amount,  and  all  the 
numerous  expenses  of  cultivation, "Iroin  six  to  ten 
per  cent,  upon  the  capital  employed  in  the  purchase 
and  cultivation.  The  attested  history  of  the  present 
day  illustrates  the  theory  of  that  essay.  The  ex- 
periment has  been  successfully  tried  in  the  state 
adjoining.  I must  request  the  clerk  to  read  the 
following  article,  in  the  first  number  of  the  Dela- 
ware Register  and  Farmers’ Magazine,  printed  in 
Febmary,  1838.  It  is  headed  “ Improvement  of  the 
soil — profit  of  crops — Italian  spring  wheat.”  The 
article  w ill  be  interesting  to  every  farmer,  and  to 
all  who  feel  any  interest  in  their  prosperity  : 

“ In  the  year  1833,  Messrs.  Sipple  & Pe  nn  swell, 
wishing  to  secure  a landing  and  ship-yard  on  St.  John’s 
creek,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Dover,  purchased 
several  acres  of  very  poor  land,  then  offered  for  sale, 
at  the  rate  of  about  thirty  dollars  an  acre.  After  selling 
apart  a sufficient  area  for  the  ship-yard  and  landing, 
(hey  had  remaining  about  five  or  six  acres  of  land, 
which  they  determined  to  improve,  more  by  the  way 
of  experiment  than  the  hope  of  much  profit.  They 
commenced  liming  and  manuring  their  new  purchase, 
and  at  the  same  time  put  a part  of  ii  in  cul  ivaiion.  It 
may  now  be  called  good  land,  but  by  no  means  as  rich 
as  it  can  be,  and  soon  will  be,  made,  in  consequence  of 
the  enlightened  mode  ot  improvement  adopted  and  con- 
tinued by  ihose  gentlemen. 

From  the  beginning,  they  more  than  realized,  from 
the  sale  of  various  crops,  all  the  expense  of  tilling  and 
manure;  but  have  kept,  no  correct  account,  except  as  it 
rceards  two  acres  and  one  quarter,  measured  and  laid 
oft'  for  the  express  purpose  of  testing  the  capability  of 
the  land  asasource  of  profit.  From  this  they  have  taken, 
since  1833,  a crop  of  oats,  and  one  of  red  spring  wheat 
On  the  15, h day  of  March,  1837,  they  sowed  on  these 
two  acres  and  a quarter  four  bushels  and  one  gallon  of 
Italian  spring  wheat,  which  they  harvested  orilhe  14th 
day  of  July  following.  They  obtained  sixty-eight  bushels 
of  clean  wheat,  weighing  sixty-one  pounds  to  the 
bushel,  which  they  immediately  sold  at  three  dollars 
per  bushel,  for  seed,  and  had  left  three  bushels  of  infe- 
rior quality.  From  this  and  the  corn  crop  of  1836,  from 
the  same  lot,  they  realized  the  sum  of  $344  ! and  they 
say  the  fodder  and  straw  fully  compensated  them  for 
every  expense  of  tilling.  Mr  Sipple  thinks  the  wheat 
was  sown  too  thick,  and  that  one  and  a half  bushels 
to  the  acre  would  have  been  quite  sufficient.  The 
Italian  spring  wheat  has  a remarkably  bright  straw,  and 
is  supposed  not  to  be  subject  to  rust. 

“They  are  now  receiving  from  the  land  thus  im- 
proved an  annual  clear  income  equal  to  the  interest  of 
jive  hundred  dollars  an  acre.  All  the  land  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Dover,  and  most  of  that  of  Kent  county, 
is  naturally  of  as  good  quality  as  the  lot  thus  improved, 
and  yet  we- find  much  of  it  selling  at  from  jive  to  ten 
dollars  the  acre  ! It  is  what  may  he  called  a light  loam, 
in  which  sand  greatly  predominates. 

“The  above  statement  ot  facts  is  wholly  derived  from 
this  source,  and  may  be  relied  on,  and  is  well  worthy 
the  serious  consideration  of  all  such  persons  as  contem- 
plate selling  at  a low  price  such  lands,  in  a country  re- 
markable for  its  health,  beauty,  advantages  of  loea'ti  >n, 
and  proximity  to  the  best  markets  in  the  United  Stales.” 

It  may  be  asked,  why,  then,  are  these  lands  sold 
in  the  oid  states?  I reply,  first,  because  agriculture 
has  not  attained  that  perfection  in  this  country 
which  it  has  in  some  parts  of  Asia  and  Europe,  and 
especially  in  China,  where  each  acre  of  land  is 
made,  by  prudent  cultivation,  to  support  an  inhabi- 
tant. To  enrich  lands  and  to  cultivate  them  well 
requires  a great  expenditure  of  money,  and  sfill 
greater  ot  labor.  At  least  one-fourth  of  the  lands 
in  cultivation  in  the  old  states  would  be  greatlv 
improved  by  having  at  least  fifty  bushels  of  lime  or 
compost  used  upon  each  acre;  and  at  least  another 
fourth  would  require  one  hundred  bushels,  and  ano- 
ther fourth  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred 
bushels. 

It  is  not  unfrequent  in  Derbyshire,  England,  fo 
use  as  much  as  six  hundred  bushels,  and  the  average 
quantity  used  in  England  and  Scotland  is  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  per  acre.  But  take 
an  average  of  one  hundred  bushels  to  the  acre,  and 
each  bushel  to  cost  ten  cenls,  and  estimate  (he 
number  of  acres  requiring  lime  to  make  (hem  pro- 
ductive and  profitable  at  but  six  millions,  (lie 
amount  of  the  capital  would  be  sixty  millions  of 
dollars.  And  (o  this  should  be  added  (he  expense 
of  l he  labor  to  be  employed  in  the  process  of  en- 
riching and  cultivating  the  lands,  which  would  be 
at  least  sixty  millions  more.  It  would  require  more 
than  double  the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  which  is 
now  in  this  nation.  If  the  amount  of  capital  and 
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labor  required  were  really  available,  I have  no  doubt 
the  prolit  would  be  abundant  in  the  immense  in- 
crease of  production.  But  the  farmer  is  told  that 
if  he  o-oes  into  debt,  and  ventures  to  use  the  credit 
system,  he  deserves  to  be  a bankrupt,  and  is  forced 
to  gather,  as  he  is  wont  to  do,  his  scanty  crops  from 
his  impoverished  soil.  A few  who  have  the  means 
may  highly  cultivate  a few  acres;  but  the  number 
of  those  who  own  large  or  even  moderate  farms  is 
small,  that  can  highly  enrich  their  lands.  Those 
who  labor  on  the  soil  do  it  as  a means  of  supplying 
the  primary  necessaries  of  life,  and  for  the  accumu- 
lation of  wealth.  They  apply  their  capital  and  la- 
bor where  it  is  most  productive  and  profitable.  — 
Their  own  sagacity  and  experience  convince  them 
that  they  would  do  well  by  cultivating  the  lands 
less  fertile  in  the  old  states:  but  the  quickening 
principle  in  sell-interest  teaches  them  that  it  is 
more  profitable  for  them  to  emigrate  from  a state 
where  their  profits  are  but  ten  or  five  per  cent.,  and 
go  to  the  new  lands,  which  will  yield  them  from 
fifteen  to  one  hundred.  Thus  it  is  that  the  price  of 
lands  is  kept  down  in  the  old  states,  whilst  their 
population  crosses  the  mountains,  and  the  lands  in 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  are  made  to  enhance 
in  value  and  in  productiveness. 

The  taste  of  this  age  in  this  nation  seems  to  be 
wild  and  impetuous  speculation;  to  move  forward 
as  with  a steam  pressure  in  pursuit  of  sudden 
wealth,  to  rifle  our  descendants  for  present  lucre, 
and  to  gamble  away  in  politics  or  speculation  the 
whole  public  domain— to  use  the  present  moment, 
regardless  of  the  wants  of  the  many  millions  who 
are  quickly  to  take  our  places  in  existence,  instead 
of  adopting  a policy  that  would  advantage  the  pre- 
sent generation,  without  doing  injustice  tw  those 
which  are  to  follow.  We  boast  of  our  agriculture, 
and  yet  have  often  to  import  our  bread  stuff's;  for  j 
in  a single  month,  but  a year  ago,  was  imported 
into  New  York  alone  2,000,000  bushels  of  wheat 
and  rye.  We  boast  of  our  knowledge,  and  make 
no  provision,  with  means  abundant,  to  provide  for 
the  education  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  who 
annually  grow  up  in  ignorance  and  vice. 

We  can  judge  of  the  resources  of  this  country 
by  viewing  the  rise  and  progress  of  other  nations, 
less  advantageously  situated  lor  agricultural  ad- 
v i icement,  and  for  augmentation  of  population.— 

1 .-ill,  therefore,  read  the  following  extract  from 
t.ie  able  pen  of  Dr.  Humphreys,  who  obtained  his 
information  from  the  reports  ol  parliamentary  com- 
mittees and  other  authentic  documents.  Ife  says, 
(writing  at  the  time  from  England:) 

“It  is  the  opinion  of  competent  judges,  that  the  ad- 
vances made  in  the  agriculture  ol  Great  Britain  during; 
the  last  seventy  or  eighty  years  are  scarcely  exceeded 
by  the  improvement  and  extension  of  its  manufactures 
within  the  same  period;  and  that  to  these  advances,  no 
other  old  settled  country  tarnishes  any  parallel.  That 
they  have  been  very  rapid,  indeed,  the  following  figures 
and  comparisons  abundantly  show.  In  1760  the  total 
growth  of  all  kinds  of  grain  in  England  and  Wales 
was  about  130,000,000  of  bushels.  To  tuts  should  be 
added,  perhaps,  30  000,000  for  Scofland— making  a 
grand  total  of  170,000,000.  In  1833  the  quantity  ill 
both  kingdoms  could  nor  have  been  less  than  310,000,000 
of  bushels.  In  1735  the  population  of  the  whole  island 
did  not  much,  if  any,  exceed  7,500,000.  In  1831  it  had 
risen  to  16,535,180,  being  an  increase  of  9,000,000  or 
120  per  cent.'1.  Now  the  improvements  in  agriculture 
have  more  than  kept  pace  with  this  prodigious  increase 
of  demand  tor  its  various  productions;  tor  it  is^  agree  J 
on  all  hands  that  the  16,500,000,  or  rather  the  17,590.000, 
(for  more  than  a million  have  been  added  since  1831,) 
are  much  fuller  fed,  and  on  provisions  of  a far  better 
quality,  than  the  7,500,000  were  in  1755.  Nor  is  Great 
Britain  indebted  at  ail,  at  present,  to  foreign  markets  for 
her  supplies.  Since  1833  site  has  imported  no  grain 
worth  mentioning,  and  till  within  the  last  six  months 
prices  have  been  so  exceedingly  depressed  as  to  call 
forth  loud  complaints  from  the  wnole  agricultural  inte- 
rest of  tite  country.  England  is,  at  this  moment,  so  tar 
from  wanting  any  of  our  bread  stufls,  it  we  had  them 
to  export,  that  she  has  been  supplying  us  all  winter 
liberally  from  her  own  granaries;  and,  according  to  the 
latest  advices,  site  has  still  bread  enough  and  to  spare. 
A^ain:  it  is  estimated  by  British  writers,  ot  htgu  au- 
thority, that  the.  subsistence  of  9,000,000  of  people  costs, 
in  raw  produce,  no  less  than  <£72,000,000,  or  <£8  lor 
each  individal,  per  annum.  According  io  this  estimate, 
the  annual  product  ut  this  great  branch  of  national  in- 
dustry is  $330,000,000  more  at  present  than  it  was  in 
1753;  which  is  more  than  twice  the  value  ol  the  who,e 
cotton  manufacture  of  the  country  in  1831.  Now,  if  ti 
costs  $350,000,000  to  feed  the  increased  population 
of  9,00  J, 000,  then  to  feed  the  present  population  ot 
17,500,000  must  cost  near  $700,000,000!  What  an 
amazing  agricultural  product  for  so  small  a territory! 
And  yet  it  is  tite  opinion  of  practical  men  ot  the  high- 
est respectabili.y  in  England,  that  ■ he  raw  produce  ot 
the  island  might  be  well  nigh  doubled,  without  any 
greater  proportional  expense  being  incurred  in  its  pro- 
duction. Tnat  is  to  say,  thirty-five  millions  of  people 
night  draw  their  subsistence  from  that  one  little  speck 
i , The  ocean!  Now,  we  have  a territory  more  than  fil- 
ttf.ea  times  as  large  as  the  island  of  Great  Britain;  and 


what  should  hi  iderit,  when  it  comes  to  be  brought  un- 
der no  higher  cultivation  ihan  some  parts  of  England 
and  Scotland,  from  sustaining  a population  office  or  six 
hundred  millions  of  people?  This  would  give  io  Vir- 
ginia something  like  thirty  millions — to  Illinois  and  Mis- 
souri about  the  same  number  each — to  New  York  near 
twenty-five  millions — and  so  in  proportion  to  the  other 
slates.  1 am  quite  aware  that  this  estimate  will  be  re- 
garded as  extremely  visionary  and  incredible,  by  many 
of  your  readers;  but  not  more  so  than  it  would  have 
been  thought  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  that 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  could  ever  be  made  to 
sustain  thirty-five  or  even  thirty  millions.’’* 

If  the  report  of  the  committee  had  shown  that, 
from  the  present  price  of  the  public  lands,  it  was 
impossible  for  a purchaser  to  realize  a profit  from 
their  cult ivation  greater  than  the  interest  of  the 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  purchase,  there 
would  have  been  some  cause,  riot  perhaps  for  com- 
plaint, but  for  a deliberate  investigation  of  the  pre- 
sent policy  of  the  land  system,  arid  its  relative 
bearings  upon  the  western  andeastern  land  interests 
of  the  nation.  But  when  the  report  does  not  at- 
tempt to  urge  such  an  argument,  (and  it  is  the  only 
feasible  argument,  I humbly  conceive,  that  could 
be  urged,)  we  are  left  to  the  irresistible  inference 
that  a request  has  been  made  of  congress  winch  is 
supported  by  neither  the  powerful  auxiliary  of  rea- 
son nor  the  still  more  potent  influence  of  justice. 

So  tar  is  it  from  the  fact,  that  (he  investments  of 
money  in  western  lands  do  not  realize  profit,  rea- 
sonable and  abundant,  the  very  reverse  is  established 
by  the  experience  of  every  individual  who  has  test- 
ed the  experiment.  And  the  truth  of  the  asser- 
tion which  I now  make  cannot  be  denied:  that  jn 
no  part  of  the  United  States  is  wealth  so  rapidly 
augmenting,  upon  the  amount  of  capital  invested, 
as  is  being  realized  in  the  very  state  in  which  the 
j honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  who  made 
this  report  [Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,]  resides,  and 
in  the  adjoining  state  of  Mississippi.  Whilst  the 
most  laborious  and  judicious  farmers  of  the  Atlan- 
tic wheat-growing  states  realize  scarcely,  on  an 
average,  five  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  capital 
invested  in  land  and  ils  cull  ivation , the  cotton 
planters  of  Alabama]  and  Mississippi  are  realizing 
from  fifteen  to  forty  per  cent,  upon  the  capital  em- 
ployed. I have  in  my  hand  an  estimate,  at  my  par- 
ticular request,  was  given  me  by  a skilful  and  dis- 
tinguished planter  of  one  of  the  southwestern  new 
states,  in  which  it  is  shown  that,  Iroin  a capita!  of 
$20,000,  invested  in  the  purchase  of  a cotton  planta- 
tion, and  hands  and  stock,  and  all  the  incidental 
expenses  attendant  upon  a year’s  cultivation,  at  an 
usual  average  of  crop,  and  a moderate  price,  the 
investment  would  realize  fifty-per  cent.,  or  ten 
thousand  dollars  clear  profit;  and  this  estimate  does 
not  place  the  price  of  the  land  at  $1  25,  but  allows 
ten  dollars  per  acre.  From  the  best  information  I 
can  gather,  I am  led  to  the  conclusion  that,  upon 
Ihe  capital  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  colton  in 
Alabama  and  Mississippi,  for  the  last  few  years,  the 
profits  have  been  more  frequently  higher  than  foity 
per  cent,  than  lower  than  twenty.  The  profits  are 
enormous;  and  there  are  no  gold  mines  in  the  world 
that  are  realizing  such  considerable  profits  from  the 
capital  invested,  as  is  being  acquired  from  the  cul- 

*A  judicious  gentleman,  (general  Dearborn,)  has  also 
recently  well  said  tha: — 

“With  us  land  is  so  abundant,  in  comparison  with  the 
population,  that  we  have  no  just  conception  of  its  va- 
lue, as  estimated  in  those  portions  of  the  globe  where 
the  inhabitants  are  so  numerous  that  a few  roods  are 
considered  an  estate  so  .ample  that  the  fortunate  proprie- 
tor is  accounted  an  independent  man. 

“But  even  in  the  vast  extent  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  millions  of  acres  still  in  a state  of  nature,  how 
many  thousands  are  now  cultivated  which,  a few  gene- 
rations since,  a_v,  in  our  day,  were  deemed  worthless? 
In  England,  what  extensive  morasses  have  been  re- 
claimed, and  added  to  the  domain  of  agriculture,  while 
the  heath-covered  mountains  of  Wales  and  Scotland 
are  rapidly  being  planted  with  magnificent  forests,  not 
for  embellishment  merely,  but  as  inexhaustible  sources 
of  wealth.  The  old  duke  of  Athol  planted  on  his  es- 
tates in  Perthshire  fifteen  thousand  five  hundred  and 
ninety-three  acres,  which  contained  twenty-seven 
millions  four  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred young  trees;  and  his  successor  set  outsix  thousand 
live  hundred  acres  of  poor  mountain  ground  solely  with 
larches.  The  land  was  not  then  worth  over  twen'y- 
two  cents  rate  per  acre;  and  no  w,  with  the  timber  on 
it,  is  valued  at  thir‘y-t.wo  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  The  citizens  of  this  country  have,  here  and 
there,  selected  the  most  fertile  and  eligible  locations, 
and  call  most  of  the  vast  remainder  of  the  land  either 
refuse  or  worthless.  Time,  and  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation, will  show  that  nearly  the  whole  will  become  more 
valuable  than  even  what  is  now  deemed  the  most  choice 

tAlabama,  which  some  years  since  grew  not  more 
than  one  thousand  bales  of  cotton  per  annum,  it  is  esti- 
mated will  this  season  produce  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  thousand  bales.  The  value  of  the 
present  crop  is  computed  by  the  Mobile  Examiner  to 
be  little  short  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars. 


tivation  of  cotton,  on  the  cotton  lands  of  the  south- 
western region  of  the  Union. 

Not  only  has  the  cultivation  of  the  land  proved 
profitable,  but  the  speculations  inland  uncultivated 
have  been,  in  most  cases,  equally  so.  I would  ask 
il  there  are  not  many  who  have  purchased  land  of 
the  government,  at  the  trifling  price  of  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  who  have  realized 
large  profits  from  il?  Are  there  not  genllemen 
within  the  sound  of  my  voice  who  have  purchased 
land  of  the  government,  within  the  last  twelve 
months,  and  have  realized  more  than  a hundred  per 
cent  upon  il?  Are  there  not  gentlemen  now  in  this 
capitol  who  have  purchased  land  within  the  last 
year,  at  $1  25  per  acre,  who  have  since  sold  it,  rea- 
lizing by  the  sale  more  than  seven  hundred  per 
cent?  (A  voice  on  my  right  says,  yes,  more  than  a 
thousand  percent.)  I believe  il.  This  J know  to 
be  the  fact;  and  yet  I do  expect  1 h at  many  gentle- 
men will  be  found  in  the  negative  vote  upon  these 
resolutions. 

Speculations  in  land  are  carried  on  now  Io  a most 
unexpected  extent  at  the  present  prices;  reduce  the 
price,  and  adventurers  in  that  pursuit  will  increase 
to  an  extent  which  will  make  land  jobbing,  instead 
of  frugal  cultivation,  the  business  of  many  thous- 
ands who  have  capital  or  credit  to  use,  and  throw 
into  the  hands  ot  large  capitalists  a vast  amount  of 
land,  which  will  be  sold,  as  it  is  too  much  the  case 
already,  in  small  parcels,  to  settlers,  at  a very  ad- 
vanred  price.  The  present  low  price  of  public 
land  has  not  been  calculated  to  improve  the  mode 
of  cultivating  the  soil  in  the  United  States,  and  to 
reduce  Ihe  price  will  induce  farther  neglect.  The 
present  operation  ol'  the  system  has  been  to  induce 
those  who  purchase,  to  buy  large  tracts  of  land,  cut 
down  the  timber,  and,  by  a rapid  succession  of 
crops,  to  exhaust  the  soil  without  replenishing  or 
enriching  it;  but  as  soon  as  it  becomes  exhausted 
to  discard  it,  leave  il  an  exhausted  waste,  and  (hen 
purchase  fresh  lands  for  $1  25,  renew  the  same 
operation  upon  those,  and  in  turn  discard  them. — 
This  has  been  the  case  to  a great  extent;  and  even 
in  Tennessee,  a':  this  moment,  there  are  vast  quan- 
tifies ol  lands  which  have  been  thus  used  and  abus- 
ed, and  are  now  called  waste  or  discarded  lands.  If 
a slill  further  reduction  should  take  place,  you 
would  invite  the  farmer  not  to  look  upon  his  farm 
as  his  home — his  abiding  [dace  for  life — but  merely 
as  a resting  place  for  a Tew  years,  in  bis  migratory 
excursion  from  farm  to  farm,  from  section  to  sec- 
tion, carrying  destruction  with  him,  and  leaving 
ruin  and  poverty  in  his  wake,  like  the  devastating 
locusts  ot  Egypt  or  of  Soulh  America,  preying  in 
their  progress  upon  the  verdure  of  the  soil,  leaving 
naught  but  gaunt  hunger  and  desolation  to  mark 
their  progress.  Or  like  the  shepherds  of  antiquity, 
whose  gregarious  herds  would  destroy  the  sponta- 
neous vieldings  of  one  plain  but  to  depasture  upon 
another,  so  that  a sparse  and  itinerant  few  comprised 
the  entire  inhabitants  of  vast  national  territories. 

I am  not  one  of  those  economists  who  think  that 
the  prosperity  of  the  agricultural  interest  depends 
upon  each  farmer  holding  in  his  possession  vast 
tracts  of  land;  and  that,  by  reducing  the  price  of 
land,  you  will  allow  him  the  means  ol  appropriating 
to  his  exclusive  use  extensive  tracts  of  the  public 
domain.  By  doing  so,  you  neither  promote  the 
agricultural  interest  of  the  nation,  nor  do  you,  by 
such  a policy,  improve  the  mode  of  cultivation. 
The  wealth  of  a nation,  like  (hat  of  a farmer  de- 
pends upon  the  amount  of  useful  and  profitable  pro- 
ductions which  are  brought  into  market.  Where 
farms  are  small,  the  cultivation  becomes  improved, 
and  the  yield  per  acre  becomes  more  abundant  arid 
profitable;  the  land  is  made  more  valuable  and  the 
expense  of  cultivation  greatly  reduced.  Look  at 
t'.ose  regions  of  the  United  States  where  the  land 
is  naturally  good,  and  cultivation  has  improved  its 
quality!  They' are  distributed  in  small  farms.  You 
will  find  not  only  the  greatest  amount  of  production 
and  profit,  but  a population  prosperous,  numerous, 
and  happy.  Phelpstown,  in  Ontario  county,  New 
York,  contains,  perhaps,  the  most  dense  agricul- 
tural population  in  the  United  Stales,  and  the 
farms  will^average  not  more  than  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres.  Lancaster  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, is  more  densely  populated  am]  abundant 
in  wealth  than  any  eonnty  in  the  state  of  its  geo- 
graphical extent.  The  farms  there  are  very  small, 
yet  highly  cultivated.  In  the  county  of  Frederick, 
in  my  own  state,  the  farms  are  generally  small  — 
smaller  than  they  are  in  any  other  county  in  Ibe 
state — yet  agriculture  has  attained  a degree  of  im- 
provement which  characterizes  no  other  comity, 
and  that  comity  prospers  in  wealth  and  population 
beyond  any  in  Maryland. 

Look  at  the  history  of  Germany,  Belgium,  and  Po- 
land, where  agriculture  has  attained  a high  state  of 
improvement!  You  will  find  the  farms  small,  the 
yield  great,  and  the  population  crowded;  and  in  the 
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latter  nation,  especially,  notwithstanding;  it  has 
been  so  frequently  desolated  by  wars.  For  it  is 
true  that  population  will  increase  in  proportion  to 
the  facilities  of  supporting  its  wants;  and  hence  it 
is  that  Russia  increases  in  population  more  rapidly 
than  any  nation  of  Europe,  because  it3  vast  extent 
of  territory,  much  of  it  very  productive,  affords  all 
the  me  ins  of  producing  all  the  prime  necessaries  of 
life.  So  in  the  United  States,  whose  population  in- 
creases more  rapidly  than  that  of  any  nation  on 
earth,  because  we  nave  not  only  a climate  of  every 
temperature,  in  many  respects  the  most  congenial 
that  could  be  desired,  but  because  we  have  the 
means  of  producing  the  substantial  necessaries  of 
life  with  the  least  expense  and  labor,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  cheapness  of  lands  and  their  im- 
mense fertility.  When  on  a tour  to  the  north,  a 
few  years  since,  I saw  on  the  borders  of  Crooked 
Lake,  in  New  York,  land  which  sold  for  but  ten 
dollars  an  acre,  and  had  been  clothed  with  the  rich- 
est forest  of  timber,  which  had  been  felled,  and 
yielded  to  the  proprietor,  for  the  wood  alone,  about 
fifty  dollars  per  acre.  The  soil,  unbroken  by  the 
plough,  was  well  set  in  wheat,  which  had  been 
sown  upon  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  mingled 
with  it  only  by  the  slight  aid  of  the  harrow,  and 
was  expected  to  yield  from  twenty  to  thirty  bush- 
els to  the  acre.  I have  seen  the  same  process  of 
pitching  a crop  in  the  western  states,  that  promis- 
ed a greater  production.  Then,  why  cannot  a pur- 
chaser atford  to  give  $.3  instead  of  $1  25  per  acre? 

When  such  immense  productions  and  profits  re- 
sult from  so  small  a capital  invested,  and  such  mo- 
derate laborapplied,  in  a latitude  so  far  north,  what 
must  be  the  profits  upon  an  investment  in  fresh 
lands  in  the  southern  portions  of  the  union,  where 
there  is  a more  genial  sun,  and  a soil  ready  to  pro- 
duce, almost  unaided  by  art,  by  the  mere  sponta- 
neity of  nature!  You  can  imagine  the  individual 
profit  to  those  persons  living  in  such  favored  re- 
gions of  the  country,  when  lire  fact  is  known,  that 
in  the  new'  and  fertile  state  of  Mississippi,  which 
contained  a population,  at  the  last  census,  of  about 
eighty  thousand  white  inhabitants,  the  exports, 
two  or  three  years  ago,  amounted  to  the  immense 
sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars.*  Range  your  in- 
quiries over  the  whole  Atlantic  tier  of  states,  and 
where  will  you  find  any  agricultural  population,  of 
equal  numbers  with  that  of  Mississippi,  which  pro- 
duces in  value  one  halt  the  amount  of  productions? 
Where  else  on  the  face  of  the  habitable  globe  will 
you  find  the  same  number  of  people  as  are  com 
prised  within  the  limits  of  that  state,  who  realize 
the  like  amount  ol  profits  from  a similar  amount  of 
capital  and  labor?  Its  parallel  is  nowhere  to  be 
found.  All  the  merchandise  and  the  productions 
ol  the  forest,  soil,  mines,  and  work  shops,  which 
passed  through  all  the  New  York  canals  during  the 
last  current  year,  amounted  in  value  to  $55,809,283, 
which  was  the  result  of  the  labor  of  perhaps  more 
than  two  millions  of  persons.  And  the  whole 
amount  of  our  national  exports  of  domestic  articles, 
during  the  same  period,  was  but  $95,564,414. 

And  yet  we  are  gravely  called  upon  to  adopt  the 
levelling,  the  agrarian  system,  upon  the  pretext  that 
it  will  benefit  the  agricultural  interest  of  the  nation; 
that  by  reducing  tile  price  of  the  public  lands,  by 
virtually  giving  up  and  surrendering  to  squatters, 
to  idlers  and  adventurers,  the  wdiole  landed  proper- 
ty of  the  nation,  we  will  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
agricultural  portions  of  the  country.  If,  in  viola- 
tion ot  the  law  of  the  compacts,  congress  should  thus 
give  up  and  divide  in  common,  to  whoever  may 
seize  upon  it,  the  public  domain,  what  guarantee 
will  you  have  that  the  principle  may  not  be  carried 
one  step  farther?  That  the  next  attempt  will  not 
be  to  divide  all  the  property  of  the  nation?  Sir,  the 
same  reason  that  will  justify  the  former  measure 
will  sustain  the  latter.  I ask,  can  such  a policy,  in 
part  or  in  general  adoption,  promote  the  interest  of 
the  farmer?  Did  Lycurgus  adopt  the  agrarian  laws 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  domestic  pursuits 
of  agriculture?  Or  was  it  to  destroy  them?  His 
policy  was  to  destroy  the  attachment  wh:ch  men  of 
industrious  habits  acquire  for  the  soil  which  sus 
tains  them;  an  attachment  made  doubly  strong  when 
ike  land  is  acquired  by  hard  industry,  and  for  a valua- 
ble consideration.  He  was  not  for  encouraging  the 
rural  and  domestic  arts;  he  was  anxious  to  rear  up 
a band  of  soldiers,  a mere  army  of  plunderers,  too 
idle  to  work,  and  trained  only  to  depredate  upon, 
and  plunder,  the  hard  earnings  of  his  more  indus- 

* Mississippi.  The  population  of  this  state,  by  the 
census  of  1830,  was  70,443  whites  and  65,650  slaves; 
and  by  the  census  taken  in  pursuance  of  a late  act  ot 
the  legislature,  it  was  114,351  whites  and  161,393  slaves: 
showing  an  increase  in  seven  years  of  nearly  74,000 
whites  and  100,000  s’aves.  The  cotton  crop  was  re- 
turned at  317  74  3 bales,  and  the  acres  under  cultivation 
at  1,043,530.  There  are  nearly  thirty  millions  of  acres 
in  the  state. 


trious  neighbors.  They  were  taught  to  despise  the 
tame  pursuits  of  honest  industry,  and  boys  were 
trained,  from  infancy,  first  to  steal,  and  afterwards 
to  rob.  All  Laconia  was  nothing  more  then  a camp 
of  outlaws  asd  freebooters.  Men  were  made  to 
choose  their  wives  in  the  dark;  and  children  too 
puny  to  make  soldiers  were  drowned,  to  prevent 
being  a tax  upon  the  state.  Justice  was  outraged, 
arid  every  moral  sense  of  delicacy  olfended. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Lycurgus  agrarian 
system,  which  has  been  much  panegyrized  by  all 
historians,  has  been  omitted,  perhaps  through  pru- 
dential consideration,  in  the  bill  before  me,  report- 
ed from  the  committee  on  the  public  lands.  Whilst 
Lycurgus  divided  the  property  of  the  nation,  he 
also  abolished  the  habits  of  extravagance  and  luxu- 
ry, and  had  all  vine  trees  cut  down  in  his  kingdom. 
Whilst  modern  politicians  and  law-makers  will  ad- 
vise the  passing  of  laws  to  divide  the  property  of 
the  nation,  and  expect  to  render  themselves  popu- 
lar by  such  a scheme,  you  cannot  find  one  who  will 
hazard  the  consequences  of  recommending  a provi- 
sion to  destroy  vineyards  or  to  demolish  distilleries. 
To  arrest  this  tendency  to  levellingism,  congress 
should  promptly  mark  it  with  the  frown  of  its  dis- 
approbation; or  many  ambitious  men  who,  having 
a small  capital  of  talent  to  sustain  their  aspiring 
views,  will  resort  to  the  public  property,  in  order 
to  hold  out  a bribe  to  the  indolent,  that,  in  consid- 
eration of  their  suffrages,  they  will  reward  them  by 
giving  each  voter  a farm,  to  serve  only  as  a pepper- 
corn, to  show  by  what  tenure  their  lands  and  their 
votes  shall  be  holden. 

Sir,  I disclaim  any'  personal  allusion  to  any  mem- 
ber on  this  floor.  I have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
motives  of  honorable  members,  and  shall  not  in- 
flict the  cruelty  of  impugning  motives.  But  in 
these  days  of  ambition,  of  levelling  talent,  and 
equalizing  property,  I do  most  verily  believe  that 
there  are  in  the  United  States  some  politicians  who 
would  pull  down  any  thing  short  of  the  pillars  of 
heaven,  to  aggrandize  and  elevate  themselves. 

To  induce  congress  to  reduce  the  price  of  the 
public  lands  which  have  been  surveyed,  an  appeal 
is  made  to  awaken  the  prejudices  of  what  the  hon- 
orable author  of  the  report  calls  the  “poor,”  who 
have  been  “ driven ” — yes,  sir,  that  is  the  language 
of  the  report,  “ driven ” — by  the  oppressions  of  the 
rich  “capitalist;”  or  in  the  words  of  the  report,  “if 
the  bill  (to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands) 
were  adopted,  ‘portions’  of  the  lands  would  be  pur- 
chased by  poor  men,  who  have  been  driven  from 
the  more  fertile  tracts  by  men  of  large  capital,  and 
by  speculators.”  How  have  the  poor  been  driven 
from  the  rich  lands?  If  they  had  seized  upon  them 
without  purchase,  they  had  seized  upon  what  was 
not  their  property;  and  they  were  not  more  enli 
tied  to  them  than  an  individual  who  would  rescue 
from  you  part  of  your  wealth,  upon  the  justification 
that  you  had  more  than  you  could  wisely  appropriate 
or  use.  If  they  had  purchased  the  rich  lands,  therich 
capitalists  could  not  deprive  them  of  such  lands;  for 
even  handed  justice  protects  every  man  in  the  right- 
ful possession  of  his  property.  Then  I am  at  a loss  to 
conceive  how  it  could  have  entered  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  author  of  this  report,  the  rich  could 
drive  the  poor  fiom  rich  lands.  But  does  the  gen- 
tleman design  to  benefit  the  poor,  by  placing  them 
upon  poor  lands,  as  is  intimated  in  tiie  report?  In- 
duce the  poor  man  to  settle  on  poor  lands,  and  you 
will  compel  him  to  remairypoor  all  his  life;  he  must 
live  poor,  and  must  die  poor.  One  acre  of  rich  land 
is  more  valuable  to  a poor  man  than  fifty  acres  of 
poor  land;  whilst  less  labor  and  Iessexpense  are  in- 
curred in  the  cultivation  of  the  single  acre,  the 
productions  may  be  greater  than  those  arising  from 
the  fifty. 

It  would  be  perhaps  ungenerous  to  charge  the 
honorable  author  with  introducing  this  part  of  the 
report  for  caplandum  effect;  and  I will  riot  do  so, 
though  there  are  those  who  would  beguile  the  peo- 
ple, outrage  the  law,  and  endeavor  to  delude  the 
poor;  and  to  win  their  favor  would  inculcate  in 
them  the  belief  that  the  laws  oppressed  them;  and, 
for  that  reason,  they  should  not  respect  the  laws. 
Politicians  who  would  promote  an  evil  under  such 
a pretext  do  not  merit  any  feeling  higher  than  the 
cordial  censure  which  excited  indignation  may  in- 
flict. But,  sir,  such  arguments  have  been  used  in 
all  times  to  effect  such  ends.  Graphic  Shakspeare 
knew  well  what  arguments  to  give  his  characters, 
to  operate  upon  the  human  passions  and  prejudices, 
and  what  to  induce  a violation  of  the  law — that 
even  poison  itself  might  be  administered: 

“Art  thou  so  bare,  and  full  of  wretchedness, 

And  fear’st  to  die?  famine  is  in  thv  cheeks, 

Need  and  oppression  starveth  in  thy  eyes, 

Upon  thy  back  hangs  ragged  misery, 

The  world  is  not  thy  friend,  nor  the  world’s  law: 
The  world  affords  no  law  to  make  the  rich; 

Tiien  be  not  poor,  but  break  it,  and  take  this.’’ 


Human  passions  are  ever  operated  upon  by  de- 
signing men  to  effect  a favorite  scheme,  or  to  pro- 
mote an  intended  measure,  by  like  arguments  and 
kindred  hopes.  Though  laws  may  change  with 
the  ever  changing  condition  of  society,  yet  the 
laws  of  human  nature  are  always  the  same;  and 
now,  as  in  times  past,  the  designing  man  knows 
how  to  wake  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  and  to 
draw  ideal  lines  between  the  rich  and  the  poor. 
Poor  himself  in  the  rich  virtues  of  the  human  heart, 
he  urges  them  first  to  complain,  then  to  remon- 
strate, then  to  spread  wide  their  excitement;  whilst 
he  ranks  himself  by  their  side,  in  hopes  finally  to 
ride  on  their  backs  into  exalted  office. 

I am  sorry  to  find  in  the  report  a distinction  be- 
tween the  people  of  the  United  States;  and  that  one 
portion  are  called,  poor,  another  portion  rich.  I 
neither  know  nor  recognise  any  such  distinction. 
The  only  poor,  as  a class,  that  we  have  in  this  fa\or- 
ed  nation  are  the  paupers  in  the  various  poor-houses 
throughout  the  nation.  There  is  no  other  class  that 
merits  the  epithet.  Is  the  man  in  the  prime  of  life, 
with  vigor  of  body,  industriously  earning  by  labor 
enough  to  support  himself  with  comfort,  and  to  sup- 
ply himself  with  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  to  be 
called  poor?  Assuredly  he  cannot  be  called  so, 
when  he  can  so  easily  procure  all  that  is  essential  to 
his  comfort  and  his  happiuesss.  Though  not  a land- 
holder, though  not  spending  his  life  in  luxury  and 
indolence,  a man  who  can  live  comfortably  by  his 
honest  industry  is  rich  in  all  the  essentials  of  happi- 
ness. And  who  that  is  honest  and  industrious  can- 
not make  a decent  livelihood  in  this  nation,  where 
labor  is  in  such  great  demand,  and  where  wages  are 
higher  than  in  any  part  of  the  world?  Have  any' 
memorials  been  presented  to  this  house  from  the 
poor,  calling  upon  government  to  give  them  lands,  or 
to  give  them  money,  to  make  them  a class  to  be  fed 
from  (he  national  treasury  and  national  bounty?  No, 
sir;  the  honest  man,  however  indignant,  makes  no 
such  request;  his  pride,  excited  by  justice,  will  not 
deign  to  make  such  a demand.  Ali  that  he  asks  of 
the  government  is  to  protect  him  in  all  his  civil, 
political,  and  religious  liberties;  to  adopt  that  policy 
that  will  allow  him  ample  wages  for  his  industry, 
ami  render  secure  and  inviolate  his  own  property. 
However  inconsiderable  it  may  be  to  him,  it  is  as 
valuable  as  the  large  possessions  of  the  more  fortu- 
nate. Less  should  not  be  required,  more  cannot  be 
expected,  in  reason  or  in  justice. 

But  once  adopt  the  bill  under  consideration,  and 
whatpvill  be  the  consequences?  Such  as  I have  al- 
ready described.  By  the  reduction  of  the  price  of 
the  lands  you  induce  persons  to  take  possession  of 
them;  not  tor  permanent  abiding-places,  but  simply 
to  cut  down  and  destroy  or  sell  the  timber,  exhaust 
the  lands  by  rapid  and  repeated  culture,  then  throw 
them  away,  discard  them  as  waste  lands,  and  enter 
fresh  lands,  in  order  to  abuse  them  in  like  manner; 
which,  in  the  language  of  the  report  “would  result 
in  the  sale  of  many  thousands,  if  not  millions  of 
acres,  which  otherwise  will  not  bp  sold  so  quickly', 
but  be  deprived  of  timber,  exhausted,  ami  worn  out, 
by  those  who  have  no  inducement  to  preserve  the 
soil  longer  than  for  even  temporary  use;  which  is  not 
only  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States, 
but  highly  injurious  to  the  particular  state  in  which 
they  may  happen  to  lie.” 

This  language  of  the  report  sustains  most  forcibly 
my  own  positions,  and  destroys  the  force  of  the  re- 
commendation of  another  part  of  the  report. 

But  it  is  always  the  case  that  arguments  are  con- 
tradictory', when  they  are  used  to  urge  a ruinous 
measure,  or  to  sustain  one  which  is  not  wise  and 
reasonable. 

Siich,  then,  will  be  the  operation  of  this  policy',  if 
adopted,  and  such  will  be  its  inevitable  consequen- 
ces. 

I ask  honorable  geiitleinpri  from  the  new  states, 
how  they  can  reconcile  their  support  of  a measure  to 
reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands  with  their  duty 
to  those  of  their  constituents  who  have  purchased 
lands  at  the  present  price,  under  the  belief  that  the 
policy  of  the  government  was  fixed  and  permanent? 
Are  they  willing  to  sacrifice  the  value  of  the  proper- 
ty of  one  portion  of  the  people  of  the  new  states,  to 
gratify  the  cupidity  and  hungry  appetites  of  another? 
If  they  are,  I am  not.  1 ask,  would  it  be  in  good 
faith,  on  the  part  of  congress,  to  sell  to  one  portion 
lands  at  twenty-five  cents  an  acre,  when  they  have 
exacted  of  another  one  dollar  and  a quarter’  Will 
you  thus  depreciate  the  price  of  the  properly  of  the 
industrious  farmers  who  have  bought  lands,  and  tell 
the  eager  speculator  that  he  may  enter  lands  adjoin- 
ing at  twenty-five  cents,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to 
undersell  his  neighbor? 

The  report  frequently  repeats  the  assertion  that 
the  measure  proposed  will  advance  the  interest  and 
prosperity  ot  the  farmer;  and  quotes  a passage  from 
fie  president’s  message,  which  can  have  but  little 
applicability  (o  the.  question,  and  can  merit  but  little 
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favor  from  the  farming;  interest  ofthe  country.  The 
report  reads: 

“But  the  amount  of  money  to  be  realized  from  the 
public  domain  is  not  the  sole  nor  even  the  chief  con- 
sideration which  should  influence  and  determine  the 
policy  of  a wise  and  patriotic  government.  In  the 
language  of  the  president,  in  his  annual  message  of 
December,  1832,  ‘the  wealth  and  strength  of  a country 
are  its  population,  and  the  best  part  of  that  population 
are  the  cultivators  of  the  soil.  Independent  farmers 
are  every  where  the  basis  of  society,  and  true  friends  of 
liberty.’  These  sentiments,  it  is  hoped,  will  iind  a cor- 
dial response  in  every  bosom.  Their  truth  and  justness 
are  attested  by  all  history.  It  may  be  asked,  trium- 
phantly, when  did  the  cultivators  or  the  soil  willingly 
abandon  the  principles,  or  knowingly  become  the  ene- 
mies, of  free  government?  The  soundness  of  the  prin- 
ciple laid  down  is  sustained  by  the  most  approved  doc- 
trines of  political  economy,  and  sanctioned  by  practical 
experience.’’ 

This  all  reads  very  well;  but  are  the  farming  in- 
terests to  be  lulled  by  a compliment  of  this  kind,  or 
can  they  regard  it  as  a compliment,  in  the  refine- 
ment of  this  nineteenth  century,  to  be  called  honest 
and  friends  of  liberty?  Why,  the  presumption  of 
law,  not  only  now,  but  in  the  federal  times  and  be- 
fore, sanctioned  the  belief  that  even  a thief,  arraign- 
ed before  the  bar  of  justice,  was  honest  and  virtuous, 
however  strongly  charged,  until  the  proof  of  guilt 
was  made  manifest  by  a verdict  of  his  peers?  Why, 
then,  quote  the  president  as  authority  to  prove  what 
no  one  has  ever  for  the  last  thousand  years  ques- 
tioned? Ami  why  not  say  that  the  mechanics  are 
likewise  friends  of  liberty ? Or  is  the  design  to  quiet 
the  suspicions  of  the  farmers,  and  silence  their  in- 
dignation, by  the  garnishment  of  an  ill-graced  com- 
pliment, whilst  you  sacrifice  their  property  by  de- 
preciating its  value,  in  order  to  win  favors  with  the 
land  speculators  of  the  west  and  their  tribe  of  de- 
pendents? 

I cannot  but  esteem  the  mechanic  as  patriotic  as 
ihe  farmer,  and  as  truly  devoted  to  liberty.  If  I felt 
desirous  to  follow  Ihe  illustrious  example  of  the  com- 
mittee, I might  say  that,  although  general  Jackson 
complimented  the  farmer,  the  like  is  done  once  a 
year  by  t lie  emperor  of  the  celestial  empire.  There 
are  equally  illustrious  examples  in  favor  of  mechani- 
cal pursuits.  Peter  the  Great,  Czar  of  all  the  Rus- 
sians, diil  not  hesitate  to  work  at  the  ship-yard,  in 
resoect  for  mechanical  pursuits,  and  to  stimulate  his 
j>  . ,le  to  do  likewise.  Charles  V.,  emperor  of  Ger- 
many and  king  of  Spain,  resigned  the  sceptre  which 
lie  had  wielded  over  more  than  half  of  Europe,  and 
became  *.  clock-maker. 

This  language  of  general  Jackson’s  message  is 
quoted  in  the  report  made  by  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands  lo  the  twenty-third  congress;  it  is  care- 
fully copied  in  the  report  made  by  the  committee  to 
this  twenty-fifth  congress.  When  arguments  fail, 
general  Jackson’s  name  and  messages  are  brought  in 
to  till  the  chasm,  in  every  long  or  short  report. 

When  Mark  Anthony  desired  to  deceive  the  peo- 
ple, that  he  might  himself  be  elevated  to  the  first 
honor  in  the  state  of  Rome,  lie  read  to  them  Ciesar’s 
will,  and  told  them  how  much  Caesar  loved  them: 

“To  every  Roman  citizen  he  gives, 

To  every  several  nran,  seventy-five  drachmas. 
Moreover,  he  hath  left  you  all  his  walks, 

His  ■private  arbors,  and  new-planted  orchards, 

On  this  side  Tiber.  He  hath  left  them  you, 

And  to  your  heirs  forever;  common  pleasures, 

To  walk  abroad  and  recreate  yourselves. 

Here  was  a Caesar:  When  comes  such  another?’’ 

The  report  which  has  been  laid  on  our  desks  this 
session,  made  by  a committee  on  public  lands,  con- 
tains several  passages  from  general  Jackson’s  mes- 
sages, which  have  been  quoted  a hundred  times: 

“A  large  portion  of  our  citizens  have  sealed  themselves 
on  the  public  lands  without  authority,  since  the  passage 
of  the  last  pre-emption  law,  and  now  ask  the  enact- 
ment of  another,  to  enable  them  to  retain  the  lands  oc- 
cupied, upon  payment  of  the  minimum  government 
price.  They  ask  that  which  has  been  repeatedly 
granted  before.” 

What  a spectacle  of  lawless  outrage  does  this  pre- 
sent! And  yet  the  only  argument  urged  to  coun- 
tenance it  is  that  the  public  property  has  been  seized 
upon  by  force,  and  therefore  we  should  legalize  that 
force  and  lawless  depredation,  when  the  very  sen- 
tence quoted  proves  that  the  countenance  given  by 
government  to  former  squatters  was  hailed  as  an  in- 
vitation for  every  adventurer  to  seize  upon  as  much 
of  the  public  domain  as  his  avarice  could  desire. 
Yet  the  argument  is  used  as  well  as  quoted,  that  the 
outrage  of  one  measure  upon  the  interest  of  the  na- 
tion should  be.  sanctioned  and  justified  by  that  of  a 
former.  If  such  is  the  political  morality  of  any 
public  man,  1 do  no.t  wish  to  be  considered  a convert 
to  the  creed. 

The  most  dangerous  doctrine  to  liberty  is  the  doc- 
trine of  precedent,  unsanctioned  by  the  voice  of  rea- 
son and  justice.  Glaring  infractions  are  quickly 
s m and  exposed,  .and  at  once  awaken  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  public;  but  slow,  gradual,  and  constant 


usurpations  and  abuses  awaken  but  little  alarm,  and 
finally  become  sanctioned  by  time;  and  even  error 
itself  almost  becomes  consecrated  b}'  habit  and 
usage.  That  distinguished  writer  who  aroused,  by 
the  force  of  his  brilliant  imagination,  his  attic  wit, 
his  withering  sarcasm,  and  powerful  reasoning,  the 
whole  British  realm  to  check  and  awe  prerogative, 
in  the  dedication  of  his  “Letters  of  Junius”  to  the 
English  people,  summed  up  the  moral  essence  of  all 
his  writings  in  a caution  against  the  prescription  of 
abuses: 

“Let  me  exhort  and  conjure  you  (he  says)  never  to 
suffer  an  invasion  of  your  political  constitution,  how- 
ever minute  the  instance  may  appear,  to  pass  by  with- 
out a determined,  persevering,-  resistance.  One  prece- 
dent creates  another;  they  soon  accumulate,  and  consti- 
tute law.  What  yesterday  was  fact,  to  day  is  doctrine. 
Examples  are  suj/posed  to  justify  the  most  dangerous 
measures;  and  when  they  do  not  suit  exactly,  the  deject  is 
supplied  by  analogy.  Be  assured  that  the  laws  which 
protect  us  in  our  civil  rights  grow  out  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  that  they  must  fall  or  flourish  with  it.” 

Abuses  as  well  as  errors  are  to  be  sustained  by 
usage  and  habit,  and  the  terror  of  general  Jackson’s 
name  is  to  be  held  up,  to  awe  or  to  allure  all  who 
pause  to  doubt.  Hence  its  frequent  introduction: 

“His  silver  hairs 

Will  purchase  us  a good  opinion, 

And  buy  men’s  voices  to  commend  our  deeds.’’ 

Can  it  be  urged  in  justification  of  the  daily  depre- 
dations which  have  been  committed  on  the  govern- 
ment lands,  that  none  are  surveyed  and  ready  for 
entry  at  the  land  offices  in  the  various  states?  That 
cannot  be  urged;  for  the  following  statement  from 
the  commissioner  of  the  land  office  will  show  that, 
at  this  time,  the  re  are  83,339,336.44  acres: 

Exhibit  of  the  quantity  of  public  laud  surveyed,  ihe  quan- 
tity offered  for  sale  from  the  earliest  period  of  the  sales 
lo  ihe  end  of  the  year  1337,  and  the  quantity  unsold  and 
subject  lo  entry  on  the  30th  of  September,  1337. 


Slates  and  Territories. 

Quantity  of 
public  land  sur- 
veyed—acres. 

Quail  tiiy  of 
public  land  of- 
fered for  sale — 
acres. 

Ohio 

16,555,952.17 

16,512,110.65 

Indiana 

20,155,607.67 

18.464.679.82 

Illinois 

24,975,656.31 

23.991,743.89 

Missouri 

21.440,796.53 

21,004,365.47 

Alabama 

29,653,270.19 

29,265,055.93 

Mississippi  - 

20,791,826.32 

20,172,482.34 

Louisiana 

10,530.359.43 

6,543,393.39 

Michigan 

13,532,192.50 

12,731,853.08 

Arkansas 

13,913.431.31 

12.662,900.83 

Florida 

9,254,297.73 

6,218,573.26 

Wisconsin 

8,679,605.39 

4,807,307.20 

139,636,085.69 

172,374,470.91 

Acres. 

Quantity  of  public  land  offered  for 
sale  as  above,  - - - 172,374,470.91 

Of  which  this  quantity  was  offered 
for  sale  subsequent  to  the  30ih  of 
September,  1337,  ...  133,001.30 


172,236,466.61 

Quantity  sold,  as  per  table 
A,  herewith,  - 75,025,053.50 

Of  the  quantity  ofland  re- 
presented above  to  have 
been  offered  at  public 
sale,  there  has  been  ap- 
propriated for  common 
schools  and  other  pur- 
poses, - - 8,872,074.67 

83,807,130.17 


Leave  the  quantity  unsold  and  sub- 
ject to  entry  on  30th  Sept.,  1837,  83,339  336.44 


Both  reports  state: 

“That  the  committee  concur  in  the  views  of  presi- 
dent Jackson,  in  his  annual  message  to  the  two  houses 
of  congress  in  1835,  in  which  he  says:  ‘It  seems  to  be 
the  true  policy,  that  the  public  lands  shall  cease  as  soon 
as  practicable  lo  be  a source  of  revenue;  and  lhat  they 
be  sold  to  settlers,  in  limited  -parcels,  at  a price  barely 
sufficient  to  reimburse  to  the  United  States  the  expenses 
of  the  present  system,  and  cost  arising  under  our  In- 
dian compacts.’” 

This  proposition,  so  ruinous  to  (lie  old  states, 
and  I believe  to  the  new,  if  adopted,  was  used  by 
the  president,  when  there  was  an  overflowing  su r 
plus  in  the  treasury.  This  language  is  now  quoted 
and  used,  in  the  report  of  this  session,  when  the 
treasury  is  bankrupt,  arid  has  not  one  dollar  of  gold 
or  silver  in  it  but  what  is  purchased,  and  is  driven 
to  the  shift  of  issuing  a suspicions  kind  of  paper 
money.  To  reduce  the  price  ofthe  western  lands 
would  be  to  invite  all  who  desire  to  purchase  gov- 
ernment land  to  delay  making  purchases  until  the 
liinitaion  of  the  time  shall  expire,  when  the  lands 
may  be  entered  at  the  low  price  of  twenty-five 


cents  per  acre,  which  is  proposed;  and  in  the  mean 
time  it  will  force  those  who  have  already  pur- 
chased, for  the  purpose  of  reselling,  to  dispose  of 
their  lands  at  a reduced  price.  So,  whilst  it  w ill 
destroy  in  a great  degree  all  revenue  to  the  govern- 
ment by  sales,  it  will  have  the  tendency  of  ruining 
many  who  have  purchased  of  the  government  upon 
its  faith  to  continue  the  present  system  and  the 
present  price. 

How  gentleman  can  sacrifice  the  interests  of  so 
large  a portion  of  their  constituency,  by  sustaining 
such  a proposition,  to  indulge  the  avaricious  long- 
ings ol  another  portion,  is  not  my  business  to  in- 
quire. Or  how  any  member  from  any  of  the  old 
states  can  countenance,  with  the  slightest  look  of 
approbation,  such  a measure,  puzzles  my  judg- 
ment. What  maxim  of  political  economy  will  justi- 
fy it?  What  principle  of  reason?  What  sentiment 
of  justice?  I am  slow  to  believe  that  motives  of 
policy  which  war  upon  sound  reason  and  strict 
justice  can  induce  its  support,  or  that  the  considera- 
tions of  interested  influences,  which  have  ulterior 
hopes  and  sinister  objects,  will  warrant  so  great  a 
departure  from  ttie  faith  of  the  compacts,  or  so  un- 
warrantable a surrender  of  the  interest  and  pro- 
perty of  all  the  states  to  the  cupidity  of  a few,  so 
that  a portion  of  the  new  states  shall  be  aggrandized 
at  tbe  expense  and  sacrifice  of  the  old.  Or  are  the 
prophecies  of  old  to  be  twice  fulfilled:  that  “the 
one  people  shall  be  stronger  than  the  other  people; 
and  the  elder  shall  serve  the  younger ?” 

If  there  be  any  member  on  this  floor  from  an  old 
state  who  “despises  his  birthright,”  I would  repu- 
diate the  belief  that  I am  that  member.  I do  not 
belong  to  that  Esau  tribe  that  will  dispose  of  Ihe 
pledged  inheritance  of  myself,  my  constituents,  and 
my  state,  for  a present  feast  of  “red  pottage.” 

The  behest  of  a party,  if  given,  could  never,  I 
hope,  induce  me  to  commit  so  wanton  an  injury 
upon  the  people  of  my  state  and  the  nation,  w hilst 
a representative  on  this  floor,  as  to  surrender  their 
dear-bought  interest  in  the  great  public  domain 
Nor  could  the  command  of  any  individual,  however 
exalted  Lis  station  or  elevated  his  hopes,  influence 
my  calm  judgment  on  this  subject.  Political  triumphs 
or  deteats  should  never  eilter  into  the  considera- 
tion of  this  question.  I rejoice  not  like  the  Swiss 
at  the  setting  sun,  nor  like  the  Persian  at  the  rising. 

I would  look  more  at  things  than  persons,  less 
upon  men  than  their  measures,  and  severely  scru- 
tinize both.  I cannot  adopt  the  diplomacy  ofthe 
Scotchman  in  the  Man  of  the  World,  who  could 
never  stand  straight  in  the  presence  of  a great  man. 

I would  judge  of  virtuous  men  by  their  acts,  and  of 
public  men  by  the  wisdom  of  their  measures.  He 
who  acts  upon  measures  by  principle,  and  makes 
the  broad  and  enduring  interest  of  the  nation  his 
controlling  consideration,  cares  but  little  whether 
be  be  with  the  many  or  the  few,  so  long  as  lie  has 
the  approbation  of  an  upright  and  approving  con- 
science; that  affords  him  abundant  consolation,  and 
if  placed  in  retirement  he  can  then  truly  say,  with 
the  Grecian,  that  he  never  feels  less  alone  than 
when  alone. 

On  this  occasion  I cannot  but  allude  to  what  I 
consider  a false  position  which  general  Jackson  is 
made  to  take  by  tbe  report  ofthe  committee  bn  the 
public  land?  at  this  session. 

General  Jackson  predicated  his  reasons  in  favor 
of  a reduction  ofthe  priced’ the  public  lands  upon 
the  ground  that  they  furnished  a surplus  revenue, 
made  an  overflowing  treasury;  and  he  thought  that 
an  evil  would  result  to  the  nation  from  an  eager 
avidity  on  the  part  of  the  states  to  be  possessed  of 
I he  distributable  surplus.  Others,  I know,  thought 
that  his  reasons  were  more  of  a personal  character, 
because  some  of  bis  distinguished  opponents  advo- 
cated a distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue  among 
Ihe  various  states.  I am  willing  to  believe  that  Ihe 
former  were  the  reasons  which  induced  the  recom- 
mendation in  his  message. 

Do  not  tbe  committee  perceive  that  the  reasons 
urged  bv  the  president  at  that  time  are  inapplica- 
ble now?  Where  is  your  surplus  treasure  now? 
Have  you  a redundancy  of  money  in  the  treasury 
at  this  time?  Is  it  oveiflowing,  as  it  was  a few 
years  sgo?  It  cannot  have  been  forgotten  that  you 
passed  a bill  at  the  extra  session  to  withhold  the 
fourth  instalment  of  the  distribution  act,  upon  (he 
ground;  that  the  treasury  was  bankrupt.  It  cannot 
be  forgotten  that  you  passed  a bill  to  authorize  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  issue  ten  millions  of 
treasury  notes.  All  know  that  the  chairman  of  the 
financial  committee  has  reported  a bill  to  issue 
another  ten  millions.  Then,  when  the  treasury  is 
delinquent  some  twenty  millions,  how  can  the  ar- 
guments of  general  Jackson  apply,  which  were 
predicated  upon  a surplus  of  some  forty  millions? 
The  committee  should,  recollect  there  was  no  dis- 
tinct proposition  presented  at  tile  time  when  gene- 
ra’ Jackson  wrote  1 is  message,  to  have  the  public 
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lands,  or  a portion  of  them,  distributed  among  the 
old  states,  for  the  specific,  purpose  of  education; 
the  propositions  were  different  and  compound. 
Nor  was  there  a simple  and  definite  proposition  ol 
this  character  when  Mr.  Van  Buren  wrote  his  last 
message.  As  limited  as  my  favorable  opinion  is  of 
both  of  those  distinguished  personages  as  wise  and 
practical  statesmen,  I do  not  believe  that  either  of 
them  could  be  so  unmindful  of  the  public  interest, 
so  deaf  to  the  voice  of  the  indigent,  so  cruel  to  the 
offspring  of  the  needy,  so  inditl'erent  to  the  inte- 
rest of  all  of  the  stales,  as  not  to  give  a cordial 
sanction  to  a measure  which  would  exalt  the  con- 
dition of  all,  by  carrying  education  to  every  habita- 
tion in  the  nation.  Had  the  direct  proposition 
been  submitted  to  general  Jackson  to  distribute 
among  the  states,  upon  some  equitable  basis,  the 
whole  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  as  a permanent 
fund  for  educational  pm  poses,  I have  no  doubt  in 
my  mind  that  he  would  cordially  have  approved  of 
it.  Were  it  submitted  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  I fully 
believe  that  he  would  sanction  it.  They  have  both 
riser,  from  the  plain  and  humble  walks  of  life  to  the 
first  honors  of  the  nation;  and  they  could  not  be  so 
unnatural  as  to  arrest  the  facilities  which  general 
education  would  ali'ord  to  the  humble  poor  as  well 
as  to  the  more  fortunate  in  life. 

The  proposition  which  1 have  offered  is  to  extend 
to  the  old  states  the  like  quantity  of  the  public 
lands  which  have  been  given  to  the  new.  It  goes 
farther:  it  proposes  an  appropriation  of  an  addi- 
tional quantity  to  all  the  states  and  territories,  with- 
out specifying  the  precise  amount. 

ft  is  the  principle  and  the  policy  of  the  measure 
which  I have  thought  sufficient  for  the  present  to 
discuss,  without  embarrassing  it  with  details,  leav- 
ing the  latter  to  be  adjusted  by  the  committee 
which  the  house  may  charge  with  the  subject. 

1 have  no  hesitancy  in  stating,  however,  that  [ 
should  prefer  that  the  whole  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  should  be  set  apart  lor  the  ex- 
clusive support  of  academies  and  common  schools 
in  all  of  the  states.  Such  propositions  have  been 
made,  as  I will  presently  show,  at  various  limes. 

If  the  same  amount  should  be  distributed  to  the 
old  which  the  new  states  have  received,  they  would 
receive,  as  the  following  table  will  show,  which 
may  not  in  all  respects  be  accurate,  the  following 
amounts: 

Acres. 

New  Hampshire  contains  6.07 1, 2 fO  acres. 

One  thirty-sixth  part  of  that  ex- 
tent, being  ihe  proportion  of 
the  public  lands  which  that 
state  would  be  entitled  to  for 
the  support  of  common 
schools,  is  - - - 168,723 

One  fifth  of  that  thirty  sixth  for 
colleges  and  academies,  is  - 33,745 

201,473 

Vermont  contains  6,551,680  acres. 

One  thirty-sixth  part,  - - 181,991 

One  fifth  of  one  thirty-sixth,  - 36,398 

218,339 

Massachusetts,  including  Maine,  contains  23,990,000 
acres. 

One  thirty-sixth  part,  - - 805,277 

One  fifth  part,  - - 161,055 


Total  for  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  - 966,282 

Rhode  Island  contains  1,011,200  acres. 

One  thirt v-sixth  part,  - - 23  033 

One  fifth  part,  - - 5,617 

33,705 

Connecticut  contains  2,991,330  acres. 

One  thirty-sixth  part,  - - 83,093 

One  fifth  part,  - - 13,613 

99,711 

New  York  contains  23,800,000  acres. 

One  thirty-sixth  part,  - - 800,000 

One  fifth  part,  - 160,000 

960,000 

New  Jersey  contains  5,321,800  acres. 

One  thirty-sixth  part,  - - 144,577 

One  fifth  part  - - - 28,917 

173,191 

Pennsylvania  contains  29,872,000  acres. 

One  thirty-sixth  part,  - - 829,777 

One  fifth  part,  - - 1G5,955 

, 995,732 

Delaware  contains  1,356,800  acres. 

One  thirty-sixth  part,  - - 37,688 

One  fifth  part,  - - 7,537 

45,225 

Maryland  contains  8,960,000  acres. 

One  thirty-sixth  part,  - - 243.888 

One  fifth  part,  - 49  777 

293,665 

Virginia  contains  41  800,000  acres. 

One  thirty-sixth  part,  - - 1,244,444 

One  fifth  part,  - - 218,888 

1,493,332 

North  Carolina  contains  29,720,000  aerps. 

One  thirty-sixth  part,  - - 825,555 

One  fifth  part.  - - 165,111 

980,666 


South  Carolina  contains  15,411,200  acres. 
One  thirty-sixth  part,  - - 428,617 

One  fifth  part,  - - 85,617 


Georgia  contains  39,680,000  acres. 

One  thirty-sixth  part,  - - 1,102  222 

One  fifth  part,  - - 226,444 


Kentucky  contains  32,000,000  acres. 

One  thirty-sixth  part,  - - 838,883 

One  fifth  part,  - - 177,777 


513,703 


1,323,666 


1,066, G65 


Total  amount  to  the  States  which  have  not 
received  land,  ...  9,370.760 


This  amount  of  the  public  domain  sold  at  $2  an 
acre,  which  is  about  the  average  price  which  the 
public  land  has  sold  for,  would  make  an  aggregate 
of  $T3,741,520.  The  simplest  rule  of  mathematics 
will  easily  inform  us  how  greatly  these  several 
amounts  would  increase,  net  only  for  the  same  ben- 
eficient  purpose  to  the  old,  but  to  the  new  states 
likewise — lor  all  would  have  a proportional  interest 
and  would  receive  a similar  benefit  in  the  measure 
— if  all  of  the  public  domain  were  set  apart  for  the 
promotion  of  education  among  all  of  the  people  ol 
the  nation.  Nor  do  I entertain  the  slightest  doubt 
that  every  state  in  the  Union  would  give  the  mea- 
sure its  cord  ir  1 and  zealous  sanction,  if  the  question 
were  brought  home  to  the  bosom  ol'  every  man  in 
the  Union.  Many  propositions  of  a like  and  kin- 
dred character  have  been  submitted  in  this  house 
and  in  the  senate. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  1823,  Mr.  White  moved 
that  the  house  do  come  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz  : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appro- 
priating and  setting  apart  a moiety  or  portion  of  the 
avails  of  the  annual  sales  of  the  public  lands,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a permanent  increasing  fund; 
the  interest  ot  which,  after  it  shall  have  increased  to  a 
given  sum,  shall  be  distributed  for  the  promotion  of 
education  in  the  several  states,  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  equal  right  and  justice.” 

The  following  year  (1S24)  Mr.  Strong  submitted 
the  following  resolution  : 

“ Resolved,  That  all  moneys  which  shall  be  received 
on  account  of  the  sales  and  entries  of  the  public  lands, 
after  the  4th  day  of  July,  1825,  ought  to  be  appropriated 
exclusively  to  the  support  of  common  schools  and  the 
.construction  of  roads  and  canals;  and  that  the  said 
moneys  ought  to  be  divided  between  the  several  states 
and  territories,  in  proportion  to  the  representation  of 
each  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States,  and  applied  by  them  respectively  to  the  afore- 
said purposes,  in  such  manner  and  with  such  limita- 
tions and  conditions  as  the  congress  may  prescribe.” 

The  next  year  (1826)  Mr.  Dickerson,  of  the  Se- 
nate, made  a report  upon  a similar  resolution. 

The  committee  state  that  they  “have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  great  advantages  would  result  to  the 
United  States  from  an  annual  distribution  among  them, 
by  some  equitable  ratio,  of  a portion  ot  our  national 
revenue,  for  the  purposes  of  education  and  internal 
improvement,  as  the  state  governments  may  respec- 
tively deem  most  to  their  advantage,  &c. 

“ Money,  distributed  a3  proposed,  would  give  new 
activity  to  industry  and  enterprise  in  ail  the  states,  and 
that  equally  and  simultaneously. 

“ It  would  create  a vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  state 
governments  over  the  expenditures  of  the  general  go- 
vernment, and  thereby  prevent  the  waste  of  money, 
and  the  adoption  of  extravagant  measures  that  might 
diminish  the  amount  of  the  annual  dividends. 

“ It  would  secure  impartial  justice  to  all  the  states  in 
the  distribution  of  lite  expenditures  of  our  revenue,  a 
failure  of  which  at  present  is  a subject  of  loud  and  just 
complaint. 

“It  would  relieve  the  general  government  of  the  se- 
rious inconvenience  of  an  overflowing  treasury,  which, 
if  not  provided  for  in  the  manner  proposed,  or  by  a re- 
duction of  our  revenue,  will  impair  the  most  important 
principles  of  our  constitution. 

“ It  would  relieve  the  two  houses  of  congress  of  a 
large  portion  of  legislation,  now  devoted  to  the  disposal 
of  our  surplus  funds — legislation  of  the  worst  kind,  cal- 
culated to  produce  combinations,  sectional  feelings, 
injustice,  and  waste  of  the  public  treasure.” 

Although  there  was  at  that  time  a large  national 
debt,  estimated  by  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  be,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1S26, 
$80,935,537  25,  yet  the  senate’s  committee  report- 
ed in  favor  of  the  plan  of  dividing  the  revenues  from 
tli e public  lands  among  the  states,  for  the  purposes 
of  education  and  internal  improvement,  and  state 
that — 

“ Under  a plan  to  distribute  among  the  states  a por- 
tion of  our  national  revenue,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
provide  for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  public  debt, 
it  is  proposed  to  divide  annually,  after  the  year  1827, 
one  half  of  the  amount  appropriated  for  the  sinking- 
fund,  to  wit,  five  millions  of  dollars,  among  the  several 
states,  hv  some  equitable  ratio,  until  the  funded  debt 
bearing  six  per  cent,  interest  shall  bo  extinguished; 
after  that,  to  divide  among  the  states  ten  millions  bf  dol- 
lars annually,  until  the  funded  debt  bearing  five  per 


cent,  interest,  and  that  bearing  four  and  a half  per  cent, 
interest,  shall  be  extinguished;  and  after  that,  to  divide 
among  the  states  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  annually, 
leaving  the  residue  of  the  funded  debt,  hearing  three 
per  cent,  interest,  to  be  redeemed  at  some  distant 
period.” 

Various  other  propositions  have  been  urged,  or 
rather  introduced,  into  each  ol  the  two  houses,  pri- 
or and  subsequent  to  the  period  I have  alluded  to. 
One,  which  was  reported  by  Mr.  Clay,  ol  Kentucky, 
and  was  ably  supported,  passed  bojb  houses  of  con- 
gress, by  the  executive  veto  of  general  Jackson 
prevented  its  being  carried  into  operation.  It  was 
in  some  degree  a modification  ol  the  various  other 
propositions  which  had  been  introduced  ; it  allowed 
a bounty  of  some  fifteen  per  cent,  upon  the  amount: 
of  sales  of  the  public  lands,  in  favor  of  those  states 
within  whose  limits  the  lands  might  be  situated. 
As  a measure  of  final  compromise,  that  measure 
was  approved  by  both  bouses  of  congress. 

But  I never  could  appreciate  the  force  of  the 
reasoning  upon  principle  which  would  justify  such 
a discrimination.  The  same  reasoning  which  will 
allow  a bounty  to  tile  new  states,  because  the  land 
is  generally  sold  within  their  limits,  and  the  money 
paid  into  Ihe  western  land  offices  w ould  justify  the 
old  and  i in porling  states  in  exacting  a similar  bounty 
on  (he  amount  of  revenue  which  they  have  to  pay 
in  the  form  of  duties.  Why  should  not  Maryland 
exact  fifteen  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  revenue 
collected  at  the  port  of  Baltimore  on  the  same 
grounds?  That  revenue  is  paid  hy  her  citizens. 
And  the  mariner  who  pours  the  rich  freight  of  his 
vessel  into  the  lap  of  that  city  encounters,  in  truth, 
more  peril  and  tnore  hardship,  in  navigating  the 
ocean,  and  breasting  every  danger,  from  pole  to 
pole,  than  the  western  pioneer  does  in  felling  the 
the  dark  forests  of  the  west. 

ft  was  one  of  the  strongest  grounds  of  opnositiori 
to  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  which  Luther 
Martin  took  in  convention,  as  well  as  afterwards 
in  his  speech  before  the  legislature  of  Maryland, 
that,  by  the  operation  of  the  constitution,  if  adopted, 
Maryland  would  surrender  all  control  over  her  com- 
merce and  its  revenue,  and  it  was  one  of  the  causes 
of  his  withdrawing  himself  from  the  convention. 

To  be  just  before  generous,  is  a maxim  of  equity 
as  well  as  law,  derived  from  the  soundest  principles 
of  morality. 

I have  read  all  t he  articles  of  cession,  all  the  com- 
pacts, and  can  nowhere  find  even  an  intimation,  a 
sentence  of  doubt,  that  will  allow  one  stale  to  have 
a greater  proportion  of  benefit  from  the  proceeds  ot 
the  public  lands  than  another.  The  general  gov- 
ernment has  been  made  an  agent,  a trustee,  by  the 
states,  for  their  mutual  convenience  and  benefit, 
with  express  injunctions  to  be  impartial  in  the  ap- 
propriation and  distribution  of  the  common  property 
of  all  the  states  of  this  Union. 

On  this  part  of  the  subject  1 shall  offer  one  other 
extract,  and  that  is  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
legislature  of  Ohio;  and  I cannot  withhold  my  ad- 
miration of  the  sound  and  firm  grounds  which  it  ha3 
taken  on  this  subject.  A state,  which  but  forty 
years  ago  was  a vast  wilderness,  by  the  bounty  of 
the  general  government  and  its  soil,  with  an  enter- 
prising population,  is  now  the  third  state  in  the 
Union  in  population  and  power,  and  already 

-“leads 

New  colonics  forth,  that  towards  the  western  seas 

Spread  like  rapid  flame  among  the  autumnal  trees.” 

The  resolutions  were  passed  on  the  2d  February, 
1838,  and  the  part  which  I shall  read  is  as  fol- 
io tvs  : 

“ We  do  there f. re  declare  that  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States  are  the  property  of  the  whole  union, 
held  in  trust  for  the  states;  that  this  trust  can  only  he 
answered  by  giving  to  all  the  states  the  proper  procet  ds 
of  their  value;  that  we  protest  against  any  change  in 
the  long-established  system  of  managing  the  national 
estate,  as  it  was  devised  hy  the  congress  of  the  revolu- 
tion, and  sustained  by  every  administration  of  the  go- 
vernment till  the  present;  and  we  maintain  that  tho 
lands  shall  be  sold  at  their  proper  price,  for  the  benefit 
of  all  the  people  of  the  stales,  not  squandered  and  con- 
fiscated for  the  benefit  of  a few;  and  we  also  maintain 
that  the  six  hundred  millions  of  acres  yet  unsold  are 
the  great  inheritance  of  the  future  people  of  these  states; 
and  that  any  faithless  consent  of  this  generation  to 
abandon  that  inheritance  to  the  federal  goverement, 
to  be  sold  piecemeal,  and  the  money  used  as  common 
revenue,  would  be  to  make  that  government  more 
powerful,  and  to  foster  extravagance  in  public  expen- 
diture, while  it  would  lessen  the  rights  of  the  states, 
and  deprive  them  of  this  unfailing  means  of  advancing 
the  rendition  of  their  people  for  centuries  to  come.'' 

For  the  reputation  of  the  new  states,  I could 
wish  that  such  sentiments  were  more  generally  prev- 
alent among  them.  And  I may  as  well  say  at  this 
time  that  my  remarks  in  relation  to  appropriations 
of  land,  made  by  the  general  government  to  the 
western  states  for  the  promo.tiop  of  education,  do  not 
apply  hilt  in  a very  limited  degree  to  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee.  Kentucky  has  received  a small  portion,. 
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to  aid  souia  of  hef  eleemosynary  institutions,  and 
Tennessee  has  received  about  two  hundred  thousand 
acres  lor  academies  amt  colleges. 

The  views  taken  by  the  legislature  of  Ohio  are 
worthy  of  that  enterprising  and  enlightened  state, 
and  commend  themselves  to  the  emulation  of  the 
older,  less  fortunate,  and  less  prosperous  states  of  the 
union;  they  show  practical  intelligence  and  saga- 
cious wisdom;  they  look  beyond  the  present  and 
point  to  the  distant  future.  Instead  of  treating  and 
using  the  vast  public  domain  as  a kind  for  political 
gambling  and  political  bribery,  instead  of  throwing 
it  out  as  a lure  to  the  ambitious  or  the  avaricious,  as 
is  too  much  the  case  in  tile  present  day,  bow  much 
better  would  it  be  for  the  present  and  fulure'genera- 
tion  if  it  were  set  apart  as  a sacred  fund,  to  be  used 
for  educational  purposes,  and  no  other;  not  to  be 
touched  for  any  other  purpose,  in  either  peace  or 
war.  II  the  whole  proceeds  were  set  apart  for  that 
exclusive  purpose,  with  the  privilege  of  the  states  to 
invest  one  half  of  their  distributive  shares  in  works 
of  internal  improvement,  first  guarantying  to  the  go- 
vernment, as  the  agent  of  all,  (for  1 would  hare  the 
present  land  system  of  the  general  government  con- 
tinued,) the  legal  interest  of  the  stale  on  the  amount 
invested  in  improvements,  to  be  faithfully  paid  inlo 
the  school  fund  of  the  state,  this  warfare  between  ihe 
state  and  general  governments  would  cease;  this  con- 
flict between  different  sections  of  the  union  would 
end;  and  a policy  as  enduring  as  our  institutions 
would  be  established;  and  our  institutions  would  be 
made  enduring  by  this  very  policy. 

‘■A  despotism,”  says  Montesquieu,  “is  supported 
by  fear,  a republic  by  virtue.”  Our  institutions  can 
only  be  supported  by  the  wide  diffusion  of  moral 
education  among  all  conditions  of  the  people.  Those 
who  limit  their  views  to  the  present,  ami  close  (heir 
eyes  lo  the  future,  are  unsafe  agents  of  the  people. 
The  lifetime  of  an  individual  is  but  a day  in  the  his- 
tory of  a nation. 

Congress  should  legislate  as  if  this  nation  and  its 
free  institutions  were  to  be  lasting;  it  is  only  by 
viewing  them  so  that  they  will  be  made  perpetual. 
To  look  not  alone  at  ourselves,  selfish  as  human  na- 
ture has  lorined  us,  but,  in  the  language  of  Bulwer, 
to  look  at  the  eternal  people,  the  teeming  millions 
who  are  to  crowd  these  states,  to  draw  their  support 
from  its  soil,  amt  who  must  sink  into  ignorance,  into 
despotism,  if  they  have  not  the  means  and  facilities 
of  early  and  progressive  education. 

Tile  calculation  which  I have  already  exhibited 
shows  Hie  probable  increase  of  population.  I will 
older  a few  more  facts,  as  they  will  elicit  in  c-very 
judicious  mind  better  arguments  than  any  I could 
older. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile  in 
the  United  States  at  the  last  census  (1830)  averaged 
16;  in  New  England  20.9,  in  the  middle  states  26.3, 
in  the  southern  states  7,  in  Massachusetts  81,  in 
New  York  41.5,  in  Pennsylvania  30.6.  in  Ohio  24, 
in  Illinois  3,  in  the  western  states  11.  Now,  sup- 
pose that  each  slate  had  at  the  present  time  a sum 
sat  apart  lo  educate  all  of  their  children,  ( which  I 
will  presently  show  is  not  the  case,)  how  immensely 
that  amount  will  have  to  increase  to  be  sufficient  to 
educate  all  the  children  of  eacli  statp,  when  the  pop- 
ulation of  each  slate  becomes  even  as  numerous  as 
some  of  the  nations  of  Europe  at  the  present  time. 
Tiie  number  of  inhabitants  to  a square  mile  in  Eng- 
land is  about  230,  in  France  160,  in  Germany  it  va- 
ries from  100  to  200.  Humboldt  has  made  a calcula- 
tion, predicated  upon  the  capability  of  the  soil  of 
America  to  produce  the  prime  necessaries  of  life,  and 
estimates  that  it  is  abundantly  capable  of  supporting 
a population  of  3,600,000,000;  a mass  ofliuinan  be- 
inge  five  limes  as  numerous  as  all  who  now  exist 
upon  the  face  of  the  globe.  He  estimated  that  the 
number  would  be,  in  1830,  21,000,000;  without  in- 
cluding Indians  and  negroes;  in  1930,  to  be  338,000- 
000;  in  2030,  to  be  2,380,000,000.  The  United 
States  is  the  most  producive  region  of  the  continent, 
excepting  a portion  of  Mexico  and  a few  provinces 
still  further  south. 

I will  not  fatigue  the  attention  of  the  house  by 
dwelling  much  longer  upon  tiiese  general  considera- 
tions, but  will  attempt  to  present  the  question  to  the 
contemplation  of  the  house,  in  relation  to  its  bearings 
upon  the  present  age  and  the  rising  generation;  for 
it  seems  to  be  a controlling  principle  of  our  nature  to 
look  less  at  the  past,  and  to  be  more  indifferent  of 
the  worldly  future,  than  to  seize  with  salutary  avidi- 
ty the  present;  and  it  is  a trait  which  all  will  admit 
the  existence  of  in  the  American  character,  and 
which  controls  their  pursuits  ir.  an  eminent  degree — 
the  acquisition,  by  the  shortest  road,  of  the  prize  of 
affl  tence  and  wealth.  The  slow  and  gradual  pursuit 
of  gain  our  restive  and  enterprising  minds  will  nei- 
ther appreciate  nor  comprehend.  We  lie  down  with 
dreamy  visions  of  wealth,  and  awake  boldly  nerved 
for  its  speedy  attainment.  But  we  know  the  value 
of  education,  and  I am  confident  in  the  belief  that 


: government  will  adopt  commensurate  means  for  i!.% 
more  general  diffusion.  And,  were  we  to  extend 
our  inquiries  abroad,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  there  is 
an  urgent  and  pressing  necessity  to  send  the  “school- 
master abroad  in  the  land,”  we  would  find,  to  our 
national  reproach  and  deep  and  abiding  mortification 
that  every  region  of  the  nation  calls  aloud  for  his 
services.  There  is  no  civilized  and  Christain  nation 
on  earth  which  boasts  of  its  refinement,  ils  wisdom, 
and  its  fame,  that  so  imperatively  requires  a more 
liberal  system  of  public  schools. 

Let  us  examine,  for  a moment,  the  condition  of 
education  in  the  nations  which  we  have  too  often 
been  in  the  habit  of  considering  as  inferior  to  our  own 
in  the  onward  march  of  civilization  and  instruction. 
Accoiding  to  lord  Brougham’s  statements  in  487 
parishers  in  England  there  had  been  educated  in  1818, 
when  England  adopted  a more  liberal  system  of  pop 
ular  education,  50,000  children  What,  let  me  ask, 
was  the  effect  of  that  system?  In  the  same  parishes, 
in  1828,  there  were  educated  105,000;  so  that,  in  the 
brief  period  of  ten  years,  the  number  of  children  who 
had  received  the  benefits  of  education  bad  more  than 
doubled.  What,  let  me  ask,  is  the  extent  of  the 
item  pursued  in  other  nations,  and  especially  Prus- 
sia? We  find  from  an  extract  in  Cousin,  from  a re- 
port published  in  the  Royal  Gazette  of  Berlin,  in 
1828,  that,  according  to  the  census  made  at  the  end 
of  1825,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  whole  of 
the  Prussian  monarchy  amounted  to  12,256,725; 
amongst  whom  were  4,487,461  children  under  34 
years  of  age;  which  gives  366  children  for  every 
1,000  inhabitants,  or  about  eleven  thirtieths  of  the 
nation. 

Admitting  education  in  the  public  schools  to  begin 
at  the  age  of  7 years  complete,  we  may  calculate 
that  three  sevenths  of  the  entire  population  of  child- 
ren are  of  an  age  to  go  to  school,  and  we  should  have 
for  the  entire  Prussian  monarchy  the  number  of 
1,732.200  children  capable  of  receiving  the  benefits 
of  education.  Now,  at  the  end  of  1825,  there  were 
in  the  kingdom: 

Elementary  schools  for  town  and  country,  ordinarilv 
for  both  sexes  together,  ....  20,887 

Burgher,  or  middle  classes,  | 27s  | 736 


Total 

In  which  were  employed: 
Masters,  - 
Mistresses, 


21,623 


22,261 

704 


Total,  - 

To  which  must  be  added 
These  schools  extended  instruction  to: 

Elementory  schools,  822,077 
Burgher  schools, 

Elementary  schools, 

Burgher  schools, 


Boys, 

Girls, 


32,368 

2,024  assistants. 


871,216 

792,972 


Total  number  of  children, 


1,664,218 


Now,  we  have  reckoned  the  total  population  of 
children  from  7 to  14  years  of  age,  in  the  whole 
monarchy,  at  1,923,200;  it  follows,  then,  from  the 
foregoing  calculation,  that  out  of  every  fifteen 
children  thirteen  actually  attend  public  schools ; 
and  as  we  have  to  allow  for  those  who  go  to  private 
schools,  or  who  receive  instructions  at  their  fathers’ 
houses,  or  who  have  perhaps  already  entered  the 
lower  classes  of  the  gymnasia,  the  general  state  of 
things  appears  sufficiently  gratifying.  What  a con- 
trast will  this  exhibit  to  the  condition  of  education 
in  most  of  the  states  in  this  union. 

In  Prussia,  Austria,  and  Germany,  scarcely  a 
child  grows  up  uneducated.  In  most  of  the  states 
of  this  nation,  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  are 
destitute  of  education,  as  will  presently  be  shown. 
Sweden  (says  lord  Brougham)  is,  perhaps,  the  best 
educated  country  in  the  world;  it  is  difficult  to  find 
there  one  person  in  a thousand  who  cannot  read 
and  write. 

Even  Russia,  semi-barbarons  as  we  are  prone  to 
regard  her,  is  improving  in  a liberal  way  her  sys- 
tem of  education.  The  St.  Petersburg  Journal 
states  that  160,105  children  of  soldiers  and  recruits 
were  educated  at  the  expense  of  the  crown , in  the 
years  1832.  During  an  interval  of  eight  years, 
4,343  such  children  were  brought  up  as  clerks  in 
offices,  2. SOS  as  assistant  surgeons,  452  as  land  sur- 
veyors, 5S6  as  shipwrights,  and  120  as  musicians. 
Where  is  to  be  found  the  law  in  our  national  statute 
books  which  makes  provision  for  the  education  of 
children  of  the  soldierand  recruit  who  may  be  call- 
ed on  to  lose  his  life  in  defence  of  his  country’s  in- 
terest and  honor?  The  man  who  is  forced  in  times 
of  necessity  to  peril  his  life  for  his  country’s  wel- 
fare may  sacrifice  it  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  and 
leave  behind  him  his  indigent  children  unprotected, 
to  become  the  victims  of  ignorance  and  slaves  to 
vice. 

If  we  contrast  the  condition  of  education  in  most 

of  the  nations  of  Europe  with  the  limited  systems. 


in  this  nation,  we  will  be  mortified  lo  find  liovv  far 
we  are  behind  the  former.  It  is  true  that  Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut,  New  York,  Ohio,  and  one 
or  two  other  states,  have  adopted  a liberal  and  gen- 
eral system  of  public  schools;  but  even  in  those 
states  there  is  much  room  for  improvement;  and 
although  in  Connecticut  one  third  of  the  popula- 
tion of  275,(100  attend  the  tree  schools,  still  the 
foundations  ol  education  should  be  extended  deeper 
and  wider.  In  most  of  the  other  states  the  system 
of  education  is  most  culpably  deficient.  Although 
the  system  of  education  has  been  greatly  impioved 
since,  yet,  by  a report  made  seven  or  eight  years 
ago,  it  was  stated  that 

“This  country  contains  more  than  four  million  of  chil- 
dren, whoought  to  be  under  the  influence  of  common 
schools.  But  by  a recent  estimate  it  appears  that  more 
Ilian  a million  of  children  are  growing  iijj  in  the  United 
Slates  in  ignorance,  and  without  the  means  of  education ; of 
these.  250,000  are  said  lo  be  in  Pennsylvania.  An  es- 
timate made  in  1828  showed  that,  of  the  children  of 
[New  Jersey,  11,743  were  entirely  destitute  of  instruc- 
tion, and  15,000  adults  unable  to  read.” 

Between  the  statement  which  I have  read,  and  the 
following  extract  from  governor  Wolf’s  message  af- 
terwards, there  will  be  discovered  a discrepancy; 
but  either  statement  presents  a deplorable  state  of 
education  at  the  time.  Governor  Wolf  says  that, 

“According  to  the  last  census,  we  have  in  Pennsyl- 
vania 531,130  children  under  fifteen,  and  149,087  be- 
tween the  age  of  fifreen  and  twenly,  forming  an  aggre- 
gate of  730,269  juvenile  persons  of  bolh  sexes  under 
the  age  of  twenty-years,  most  of  them  requiring  more 
or  less  instruction.  And  yet,  with  this  numerous  youth- 
ful population  growing  up  around  us,  who  in  a few 
years  are  to  be  our  rulers  and  our  lawgivers,  the  de- 
fenders of  our  country  and  the  pillars  of  the  state,  and 
upon  whose  education  will  depend,  in  a great  measure, 
the  preservation  of  our  liberties  and  the  safely  of  the 
republic,  we  have  neither  schools  established  for  their 
instruction,  nor  provision  made  by  law  for  establishing 
them,  as  enjoined  by  the  constitution.  I have  no  means 
of  ascertaining,  but  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that 
80,000  are  entirely  uninstructed. 

Pennsylvania  lias  adopted,  within  the  last  three  or 
four  years,  a more  liberal  system  of  public  instruc- 
tion; and,  in  that  brief  period,  1 he  benefils  have  been, 
beyond  all  anticipation.  And  never  was  a system 
more  zealously  opposed.  During  the  conflict  arising 
out  of  that  measure,  it  was  my  fortune  to  travel 
through  the  greater  part  of  that  state,  and  I disco- 
vered that  those  portions  of  the  state  most  uniformed, 
and  requiring  in  the  greatest  degree  education,  were 
most  zealously  hostile  (o  it.  They  enlarged  upon 
tariffs  and  taxes,  and  were  vehement  in  denuncia- 
tions. 

It  was  then  that  the  truth  of  the  reinaik  of  Dr. 
Chalmers  forced  conviction  upon  my  mind,  “that 
the  inappetence  of  a people  for  education  is  in  the 
exact  ratio  of  its  ignorance.”  What  has  been  the 
effect  of  that  system?  From  the  report  of  Mr.  Bur- 
ro wes,  superintendent  of  education  to  (he  legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania,  February  7,  1838,  we  find 
“that  the  whole  number  of  scholars  taught  during 
the  year,  in  the  districts  which  reported,  was  182,- 
355.”  “The  whole  number  of  young  persons  be- 
tween five  and  fifteen  years  of  age,  in  the  districts 
that  reported,  is  supposed  tube  about  200,000. 

“So  far  as  the  returns  have  been  received,  the 
whole  number  taught  in  schools  of  all  kinds,  in  the 
same  districts,  before  the  adoption  of  the  system, 
was  80,000.” 

Then  it  appears  that,  in  the  short  interval  from  the 
adoplion  of  the  measure  to  the  present  time,  more 
than  100,000  children  are  now  receiving  the  advan- 
tages ofeducation,  who  otherwise  would  have  grown 
up  in  degrading  ignorance. 

The  measure  of  public  education,  which  was  at 
the  moment  of  its  adoption  so  unpopular,  is  now  in 
those  very  regions  hailed  as  the  greatest  public  bless- 
ing. Which  proves  conclusively  another  fact  that, 
whatever  may  be  the  prejudices  against  a liberal  sys- 
tem of  education,  when  once  Adopted,  lie  who 
would  then  oppose  it  would  make  himself  infinitely 
more  unpopular  in  the  most  illiterate  community 
than  was  the  original  supporter. 

As  in  slate  governments,  so  in  the  nafional:  preju- 
dices may  be  created;  timid  apprehensions  may 
alarm;  worse  considerations  than  either,  may  influ- 
ence individuals  in  opposing  a measure  to  appro- 
priate the  public  domain  for  a diffusion  of  education 
among  the  states;  but  when  such  a policy  shall,  and 
I believe  and  hope  will,  prevail,  the  individual,  if  it 
should  be  possible  that  one  such  could  be  found  in 
congress,  who  would  attempt  to  divert  that  fund, 
once  set  apart,  from  its  munificent  purpose,  would 
be  regarded  as  a more  barbarous  heathen  than  he 
who  would  in  other  times  have  wildly  rushed  into 
the  sanctuary  of  the  solemn  temples  of  the  gods,  and 
extinguished  their  vestal  lights. 

By  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
legislature  of  Georgia,  “of  83,000  children  who 
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ought  to  b ■ in  school,  but  25,000  have  tile  advantage 
oi  any  education  whatever* 

T.tus  Gr.-orgia,  the  mo.lier  of  two  powerful  ami 
wealthy  states,  presents  the  sail  picture  of  allowing 
53,000  children  to  grow  up  within  her  limits  in  the 
most  cruel  and  profound  ignorance;  a state  which 
reserved  in  her  articles  of  cession  her  just  piopor- 
tion  of  the  public  lands.  When  was  the  voice  of 
that  state  heard  in  this  hall  in  favor  of  a distributive 
share  of  the  public  lauds  fur  education,  which  she  so 
much  requires? 

I have  seen  no  report  from  North  Carolina,  and  I 
deeply  regret  that  there  is  not  a feeling  of  recipro- 
city between  the  states  and  the  national  government, 
to  furnish  each  with  all  of  their  reports  and  public 
proceedings;  for,  alike  in  stale  or  the  national  legis- 
lature, its  members  are  embarrassed  in  their  public 
deliberations,  from  a want  of  access  to  useful  re- 
ports. But  North  Carolina  must  greatly  require  an 
improved  system  of  education;  for  you  will  tind  the 
journals  of  this  house,  in  the  evidence  in  relation  to 
the  contested  election  from  North  Carolina  in  the  1st 
session  of  the  22d  congress,  that  out  of  one  hundred 
and  eleven  voters  who  gave  testimony,  twenty-eight 
had  to  make  their  marks;  in  other  words,  one  third 
could  not  write  their  names.  And  her  voice  has  not 
been  heard  in  this  hall  or  the  other,  in  claiming  a 
portion  of  the  public  domain  for  tile  education  of  her 
ignorant  children.  A state  which  is  the  parent  of 
Tennessee;  a state  in  winch  Sir  Walter  Raleigh’s 
emigrants  first  settled;  a state  which  has  the  honor 
of  standing  proudly  the  first  to  declare,  by  a politi- 
cal state  act,  (to  say  nothing  about  her  Mecklenburg 
convention,)  her  determination  to  be  separated  from 
tbe  mother  country;  for,  on  the  12th  April,  1777,  the 
congress  of  North  Carolina  “empowered  their  dele- 
gates to  declare  independence.”* 

If  we  were  to  form  a general  opinion  of  the  condi- 
tion of  education  in  other  States,  from  like  circum- 
stances, we  would  conclude  that  Kentucky  is  but 
slightly  in  advance  of  North  Carolina. 

You  will  find  recorded,  in  your  journal  of  pro- 
ceedings, a case  almost  as  remarkable,  in  the  first 
session  of  the  succeeding  congress.  That  in  the 
evidence  given  in  the  contested  election  of  Moore 
and  Letcher,  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  names  of 
witnesses  which  i counted,  sixteen  were  marksmen, 
or  about  one-fifth  who  could  not  write  their  names. 

By  the  last  repoit  of  the  superintendent  of  com- 
mon schools,  it  appears  that  in  the  year  1836,  in  the 
districts  of  New  York  from  which  reports  had  been 
received,  there  were  521,133  instructed,  and  that  the 
number  of  children  residing  in  those  districts,  over 
five  years  old  ami  under  sixteen,  was  563, S32;  so  of 
that  number  33,654  did  not  atleud  common  schools 

I pass  over  other  states,  and  will  say  that  my  own 
state  is  far  behind  the  age  in  mental  improvement, 
from  an  absence  of  a more  general  system  of  public 
education.  In  the  congressional  district  which  I 
represent  there  is  scarcely  a single  school  in  which 
a poor  man  who  has  not  the  means  to  incur  the  ex- 
pense can  have  his  children  educated.  And  what, 
Mr.  Speaker,  can  be  more  agonizing  to  a sensitive 
mind,  when  the  physical  energies  are  paralyzed  by 
affliction,  than  the  reflection  of  such  a parent,  that 
the  children  which  he  is  to  leave  behind  him  are  to 
grow  up  in  ignorance,  and  to  be  made  the  prey  of 
every  vice,  and  to  be  allured  to  ruin  by  every 
temptation. 

How  different  must  be  the  decline  of  one,  though 
poor  and  prostrated,  when  he  can  find  his  pillow 
softened  by  the  belief  that,  though  disease  and  pov- 
erty may  liarrass  him,  his  mind  can  still  fondly  lin- 
ger on  the  consoling  reflection  that  his  oJ'spring,  if 
ielt  penniless,  will  still  be  educated;  and  how 
cheering  the  hope  that  their  fate  may  be  different; 
and  that,  when  the  fond  parent  is  no  more,  his 
children,  by  public  instruction,  by  industry,  and 
the  force  of  genius,  in  a country  where  all  the  ave- 
nues of  enterprise  anil  promotion  are  thrown  wide 
open  to  character  and  to  talents,  may  be  useful  to 
society  and  adorn  his  country,  and  rescue  from  the 
grave  the  name  of  their  father,  ami  extend  it  with 
their  own  through  a grateful  nation.  By  the  cen- 
sus of  1330,  there  were  in  the  United  States,  be 
tween  the  ages  of  live  and  fifteen  years,  2,845,037 
white  children;  the  number  now  is  more  than 
3,000,000,  all  of  whom  should  receive  a moral  and 
useful  education.  Lord  Brougham  asserts  that  “it 

*In  a work  written  by  Mr.  J.  Seaweil  Jones,  of  North 
Carolina,  which  entitles  him  to  the  admiration  of  the 
country  and  the  lasting  gratitude  of  his  state,  he  has 
nbundandy  proven  that  his  native  state  is  entitled  to 
the  honor  to  which  I have  alluded;  and  since  his  excel- 
led work  has  been  published — his  “defence  of  the  revo- 
lutionary history  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina’’— the 
distinction  which  he  has  claimed  for  her  is  fully  cor- 
roborated, if  additional  proof  than  that  which  he  ad- 
duces were  necessary,  by  the  researches  of  Mr.  M.  St. 
Clair  Clarke,  at  Albany,  and  other  places,  whilst  com- 
piling the  American  state  papers 


| is  not  enough  to  say  that  a child  can  b arn  a great  i 
1 deal  before  the  age  of  six  years;  the  truth  Is  that  i 
he  can  learn,  and  docs  Irani,  a great  deal  btlore 
the  age  of  six  years;  the  truth  is  that  he  can  learn, 
and  does  learn,  a great  deal  more  before  that  age 
than  all  that  he  learns  or  cun  learn  in  all  after  life.” 

I do  not  feel  qualified  to  discuss  the  truth  or  error 
of  this  proposition;  but  will  assert  that,  if  it  is  true, 
every  one  who  values  either  the  institutions  of  li is 
country  or  the  happiness  of  the  people  must  feel  a 
strong  solicitude  in  having  schools  established 
which  will  give  instruction  and  proper  moral  di- 
rection to  the  youthful  mind.  There  is  no  truth 
more  fully  > stablished  in  morals,  Ilian  that  a nation 
or  people  are  vicious  in  proportion  to  their  igno- 
rance. In  illustration  of  tbe  position,  I will  refer 
to  a passage  in  Lord  Brougham’s  speech  on  educa- 
tion, in  the  house  ot  lords,  some  throe  years  ago. 
He  states,  that  of  “700  persons  who  were  put  on 
their  trials,  in  the  winters  of  1330  and  1831,  charged 
with  rioting  and  arson,  and  of  those  700,  only  150 
could  read  and  write;  all  the  rest  were  marksmen. 
Of  tbe  number  of  boys  commuted  to  Newgate, 
during  three  years,  two-thirds  could  neither  read 
nor  write. 

“At  the  refuge  for  the  destitute  it  is  still  worse; 
for,  from  an  examination  there  made,  it  appears 
that  the  number  of  children  received  who  can  read 
with  tolerable  facility  is  in  the  proportion  of  only 
one  in  every  thirty  or  thirty-five.” 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I feel  forced  to  hurry  through 
this  portion  of  the  subject,  and  the  reflections  which 
naturally  arise  from  it.  I am  quite  sure  that  1 have 
fatigued  the  house  as  well  as  myself. 

The  effect  of  edircation  upon  a nation  is  not 
alone  in  the  mental  and  moral  exaltation  of  its  peo- 
ple, but  the  consequence  is  in  equal  ratio  upon  its 
physical  energies  and  the  increasing  development 
ol  its  resources.  To  sustain  the  latter  position  I 
will  read  an  extract  from  the  very  able  and  most 
valuable  work  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Wines,  on  the  subject 
of  “Popular  Education.”  He  says  that  “the  in- 
tellect of  this  people  is  not  cultivated  to  one-Iorirth 
— scarcely,  perhaps,  to  one  eighth — the  extent  that 
it  would  be  by  the  adoption  of  a wise  system  of 
universal  education.  And  who  can  calculate  the 
results?  What  imagination  can  set  limits  to  the 
pecuniary  advantages  that  would  accrue  to  the 
country,  if  useful  inventions  and  discoveries  were 
multiplied  fourfold;”  that,  “In  illustration  of  this 
point,  president  Young  has  made  a comparison, 
founded  upon  the  statistics  of  baron  Dnpin,  be- 
tween lire  commercial  and  manufacturing  condition 
of  England  and  France.  From  this  calculation  it 
appears  that  the  muscular  force  employed  in  com- 
merce and  manufactures  in  these  two  countries  is 
about  equal,  being  in  each  equivalent,  in  round 
numbers,  to  the  power  oi  six  millions  of  men  Thus, 
if  the  productive  enterprise  of  the  two  countries 
depended  solely  upon  the  animate  power  employ- 
ed, France  ought  to  be  as  great  a commercial  and 
manufacturing  country  as  England.  But  the  Eng- 
lish, by  means  of  machinery,  have  increased  their 
force  to  a power  equal  to  that  of  twenty-five  millions 
of  men,  while  the  French  have  only  raised  theirs  to 
that  of  eleven  millions.  England,  then,  owing  to 
her  superiority  in  discovering  and  inventing,  has 
more  than  quadrupled  her  power  of  men  and  horses. 
France,  ctn  Ihe  other  hand,  has  not  quite  doubled  hers. 
Is  it,”  the  learned  professor  then  pertinently  in- 
quires, “is  it  now  any  wonder  that  these  islanders, 
with  a narrower  teriitory,  smaller  population,  and 
less  genial  climate, should  immensely  outstrip  their 
less  intelligent  and  ingenious  neighbor?  And  can 
we  conceive  a stronger  proof  of  the  actual  pecu- 
niary gain  that  accrues  to  a nation,  from  cultivating 
the  intellect  of  her  sons,  than  is  furnished  from  such 
a fact?”  How  much  does  England  gain  by  her  su- 
periority over  France  from  this  fact?  Tile  actual 
commercial  and  manufacturing  power  of  the  latter 
country  is  only  two-fifths  of  that  of  the  former. 
The  present  annual  value  of  the  cotton  manufac- 
ture of  Great  Britain,  according  to  the  E.ncyclo 
pmdia  Brilaunica,  is  estimated  to  be  about  thirty- 
five  millions  of  pounds  sterling.  Three  fifths  oi 
that  sum,  or  more  than  twenty  millions  of  pounds,  is 
England’s  clear  gain  over  her  less  skilful  rival — an 
amount  more  than  three  times  as  great  as  the  whole 
present  annual  revenue  of  the  United  States;  and  for 
this  vast  and  ever-increasing  tide  of  prosperity 
England  is  clearly  indebted  to  popular  education, 
which  is  the  parent  of  intelligence,  and  the  ultimate 
cause  of  all  those  improvements  in  the  cotton  manu- 
facture by  which  these  amazing  results  have  been 
secured. 

At  one  time  England  imported  her  cotton  fabrics 
from  India.  By  the  invention  of  machinery  she  now 
imports  the  raw  material,  sends  it  back  seven  thous- 
and miles,  manufactured,  for  sale  in  a country  where 
the  hand-loom  is  still  used.  By  Middleton’s  genius 
London  is  saved  annually  about  eight  millions  of  dol- 
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> What  au  i-unt  o IJ.nir  lot.-  U n a. i d by  H Isilte- 
more’s  card-making  machine?  Whitney ’s  i live n t ion 
ol  the  cotton  gin  has  more  than  doubled  the  value  of 
every  acre  ol  cotton  land  in  the  south.  Anil  Fulton 
created  a miracle  by  his  steam  invention,  which  has 
propelled  the  present  generation  more  Ilian  two  cen- 
turies ahead  ol  their  otherwise  destination.  Il  is  be- 
yond (lie  estimate  of  human  calculation  to  compute 
ihe  resources  and  power  of  Ibis  nation,  if  education 
were  universally  diffused,  so  as  to  bring  its  influence 
to  bear  upon  their  full  development.  But  the  limited 
statements  which  I have  given  show  how  deplorable 
is  the  condition  of  education  in  most  of  the  slates; 
how  many  who  cannot  even  read  or  write.  The 
emperoi  of  Austria  has  issued  an  edict  preventing 
Ihose  from  marrying  w ho  cannot  lead  or  write.  The 
purpose  is  good;  yet  in  this  country  it  would  be  re- 
garded as  cruel.  By  the  constitution  of  Peru,  no 
one  will  be  allowed  the  privileges  of  citizenship  af- 
ter 1840  who  cannot  read  and  write.  With  all  our 
boasted  intelligence,  such  a law  would  create  in  this 
nation  a civil  revolution. 

What  lover  of  his  country  would  not  hope  that  the 
day  was  bill  shortly  distant  when  tins  nation  would 
present  a spectacle  worthy  of  its  destination,  when 
every  citizen  should  enjoy  the  benefit  ol  a generous 
education.  And  1 would  speed  with  Wordsworth, 

“The  coming  of  that  glorious  time 
When,  prizing  knowledge  as  her  noblest  wealth 
And  best  protection,  this  imperial  realm, 

While  she  exacts  allegiance,  shall  admit 
An  obligation,  on  her  part,  to  teach 
Tiiem  who  are  born  to  serve  her  and  obey; 

Finding  herself  by  statute  to  secure, 

For  ull  the  children  whom  her  soil  maintains, 

The  ruidments  of  litters;  and  to  inform 
The  mind  with  moral  and  religious  truth.'' 

Mr.  Speaker,  I am  fully  conscious  that  I have  oc- 
cupied the  time  of  the  house  to  an  unusual  extent. 
I ain  fully  convinced  that  oilier  and  distinguished 
members  will  exert  their  powerful  talents  in  support 
of  the  measure.  I hope  that  Virginia  wall  lift  up  its 
able  and  strong  voice  in  support  of  the  resolulions 
which  I have  had  Ihe  honor  of  introducing.  Ido 
anxiously  hope  that  that  state  will  never  be  silent, 
until  Ihe  letter  a, id  spirit  of  its  articles  of  cession  are 
complied  with;  that  it  will  not  be  contented  with  its 
great  state  university,  but  will  press  education  in 
every  region  of  that  noble  state.  State  colleges  and 
state  academies  furnish  the  best  education  to  their 
pupils;  but  it  is  the  affluent  alone,  who  can  send 
their  children  lo  those  institutions.  It  is  there  that 
education,  like  the  Lapland  sun,  gilds  with  its  rays 
the  edifice  on  the  eminence,  but  they  reach  not  tile 
cottage  beneath  the  hill. 

If  virtue  and  intelligence  are  the  true  and  lasting 
foundations  of  a free  government,  how  imperative  is 
the  duty  which  rests  upon  those  intrusted  with  the 
power  of  legislation  to  adopt  a general  system  of 
public  education.  Whilst  it  improves  the  moral  vir- 
tues, and  exalts  the  head  and  the  heart,  it  would  do 
more  than  the  avenues  of  intercommunication  to 
knit  together  Ihe  Union  of  Ihese  growing  and  pow- 
erful states,  and  would  unile  them  in  amity  and  good 
feeling  like  a garland  of  flowers. 

Opposition  to  the  proposition  will  be  made,  but  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  insurmountable.  Every  liberal 
plan  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  those  w ho  most 
require  il  will  have  (o  encounter  prejudices.  And 
on  this  point  1 will  lead,  as  applicable  to  my  views, 
an  extract  from  James  on  education: 

“The  first  opposition  will  proceed  from  a spirit  which 
the  necessities  ot  the  times  originally  generated,  and 
which,  by  the  outc'y  of  short-sighted  men,  and  the  de- 
clamation of  interested  and  ambitious  men,  has  been  car- 
ried to  a pitiful  and  lamentable  excess.  I mean  the  spirit 
oi  petty  economies,  or  the  sacrifice  of  great  and  certain 
advantages  to  small  but  immediate  savings." 

In  conclusion,  I will  say,  if  the  members  in  this 
house  should  refuse  to  support  a measure  calculated 
to  give  their  states  a distributive  proportion  of  the 
public  lands  for  the  promotion  of  education,  I will 
renew  Ihe  proposition,  as  long  as  I may  be  allowed  a 
seat  in  congress,  in  another  lorrn.  I will  insist  upon 
the  right  ol  my  own  state  lo  her  just  proportion,  and 
will  never  tire  in  urging  it  until  its  final  success.  If 
justice  should  sometimes  be  slow,  it  is  generally  tri- 
umphant in  Ihe  end. 

But  I hope  that  Ihe  members  from  the  old  states, 
and  the  liberal  from  the  new,  will  take  a firm  ground* 
and  take  it  quickly,  in  favor  of  this  measure;  that 
they  will  not  let  another  census  and  a reapportion- 
ment  of  representation  be  taken  until  this  question 
shall  be  carried.  They  have  the  power  (o  do  their 
states  justice,  if  they  have  the  will,  and  it  is  time  for 
the  old  and  devoted  states  to 

“Begin,  be  bold,  and  venture  to  be  wise. 

Those  w'ho  defer  ibis  work  from  day  to  day, 

Do  on  a river’s  bank  expecting  stand, 

Till  die  whole  stream  which  pass  them  shall  be  dry, 
Which  runs,  and  as  it  runs  forever  will  run  on.’’ 
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Coal  trade.  The  supply  of  cual  from  the  three  prin- 
cipal regions- — Schuyikill,  Lehigh,  and  Lacicawamia — 
is  about’  159,000  tons  short  of  the  quantity  sent  to  mar- 
ket at  this  date  last  year.  From  the  scarcity  of  vessels 
at  Philadelphia  to  make  shipments,  it  is  nearly  certain 
that  the  supply  will  be  short  about  175,000  tons,  which 
is  the  estimated  amount  on  hand  at  the  different  de- 
pots  at  the  openin'?  of  this  year’s  navigation;  whether 
this  wilt  he  a sufficient  supply  for  the  ensuing  winter 
wo  are  unable  to  say;  but  the  deficit,  if  any,  cannot 
he  charged  against  the  collier,  for  at  least  150,000  tons 
more  might  have  been  mined  from  this  region  and  sent 
to  market,  had  there  been  purchasers,  although  the 
price  at  which  the  articles  has  been  sold,  has  not  af- 
forded any  profit;  and  in  a number  of  instances  it  has 
been  sold  at  a loss  to  the  collier. 

[Pottsville  Journal,  of  Oct.  20. 

Wilmington , (N.  C.,)  Road.,  The  Wilmington  and 
Halifax  Railroad  Company  have  opened  two  sections 
of  their  railroad,  one  at  the  northern  end,  of  12  miles 
in  extent,  which  brings  the  southward  to  Enfield,  the 
other,  of  40  miles  in  length,  which  carries  it  to  Faison’s 
depot,  at  Goshen,  completing  thereby,  87  miles  of  the 
railroad,  and  reducing  the  staging  to  99  miles  only. 
Ten  miles  more  will  be  finished  in  November,  and  10 
in  December  next,  leaving,  at  that  time,  but  GO  miles  oi 
the  road  to  be  done.  [Raleigh  Register. 

Raleigh  and  Columbia  Railroad.  We  learn  from  a 
letter  in  the  last  P.aleigh  Register,  that  a sufficient 
amount  of  stock  in  the  Raleigh  and  Columbia  Railroad 
company  has  been  sold  to  secure  the  charter.  This 
road,  being  intended  as  a continuation  ot  the  great 
line  of  railroad  communication  from  north  to  south, 
will  now  go  ahead;  as  it  is  not  doubted  that  the  legisla- 
ture of  North  Carolina,  at  its  approaching  session,  will 
lend  a helping  hand  to  the  work,  as  in  other  eases  of 
similar,  though  less  important  character. 

Capt.  R.  D.  C.  Collins,  of  the  U.  S.  army,  has  been 
appointed  surveyor  general  ot  the  state  of  Arkansas, 
vice,  judge  Cross  resigned. 

The  celebrated  Indian  warrior,  Black  Hawk,  died  on 
the  31  nit.  at  his  camp  on  the  river  Des  Moins. 

Tne  northwestern  turnpike  of  Virginia,  it  is  an- 
nounced, is  expected  to  be  open  for  travel  throughout 
its  entire  length,  on  or  before  the  first  of  December 
next.  This  road  commences  at  Winchester,  in  the 
great  valley,  and  pursues  a northwester. y direction  to 
the  Ohio  river  at  Parkersburg,  about  one  hundred  miles 
below  Wheeling.  This  new  avenue  to  the  west  pro- 
mises to  be  of  no  little  importance  to  Baltimore,  con- 
nected as  our  city  is  with  Winchester  by  a continuous 
railroad,  and  still  more  advantageously  united  as  the 
two  places  will  be,  both  on  the  score  of  time  and  ex- 
pense, when  t :e  extensive  repairs  and  improvements 
now  in  progress  on  the  Baltimore  railroad  are  com- 
pleted. 

Indians  from  the  far  west.  The  Chicago  American, 
notices  the  arrival  of  five  men  of  the  Nez  Perees  and 
Flathead  tribes  of  Indians,  from  beyond  the.  Rocky 
mountains,  to  the  head  waters  of  the  Columbia  river. 
The  Indians  are  on  their  way  east,  and  are  accom- 
panied by  a missionary,  Mr.  Lee.  These  tribes 
sent  a commission  of  six  Indians  at  St.  Louis  about  six 
vears  ago,  for  the  purpose  of  informing  themselves 
about  the  Christian  religion.  They  returned,  and  a 
missionary  followed  their  footsteps.  A mission  was  es- 
tablished,"which  the  American  says  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  reclaiming  them  from  the  barbarous  customs 
o!  savage  life. 

C itholics  i:i  Canada.  At  an  aggregate  meeting  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  province  held  at  the  resi- 
lience of  the  bishop  of  Kingston,  at  Kingston,  o i Wed- 
nesday last,  at  which  were  present,  the  tv  o Catholic 
Bishops,  the  vicar  general,  eighteen  clergymen  and 
some  of  the  most  influential  Catholic  laymen  from  each 
district,  it  was  unanimously  determined,  to  sent!  the 
venerable  bishop  McDonnell,  (now  in  his  83  It  year)  hi  - 
nephew  the  vicar  general  of  the  western  district,  and 
Dr.  Thorps  Ralph,  of  An  caster,  to  England,  as  soon 
as  possible,  by  a general  collection  from  the  Catholics 
throughout  the  province.  The  immediate  object  of 
their  ’mission  is  to  present  a memorial  to  her  majesty 
the  queen,  graciously  praying  her  to  direct  a compensa- 
tion for  the  future  wants  of  the  Catholics  in  this  pro- 
vince, in  lieu  of  tithes,  which  were  granted  to  the  Catho- 
lic clergy  by  the  27th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Quebec, 
and  which  right  they  are  willing  to  relinquish,  for  a mo- 
derate compensation.  [ Toronto  Patriot. 

French  chairs.  Yesterday,  at  a large  sale  of  French 
furniture  by  Messrs.  Pells,  two  arm  chairs  (not  rockers) 
brought  $220  each;  a lounge  to  match,  $175;  and  chairs 
$31.°  The  sett  would  foot  up  as  follows  : 

2 arm  chairs,  $223,  - $140  ^ 

1 lounge, 175  00 

12  chairs,  $31  372  U0 

$987  00 


The  set  was  of  mahogany,  covered  with  uncut  vel- 
vet, and  very  richly  painted.  Such  an  event  ought  to 
inspire  some  bard  tp  add  another  canto  to  Cowper’s 
task,  bringing  the  subject  up  to  the  present  state  of 
affairs.  [TV.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

Phenecian  coin  found  in  Exeter.  A very  curious, 
thougn  rather  rudely  executed  copper  coin  has  been 
found  in  digging  up  the  pavement  in  Goldsmith  street. 
It  is  undoubtedly  Phenecian  or  Tyrian,  and  bears  on 
one  side  an  antique  bust  to  the  left,  a bow  in  front  of 


it.  The. reverse  seems  to  present  oblong  or  rlmmboidnl 
figures,  divided  in  the  centre  by  what  appears  a bridge 
with  arches,  or  a galley  with  oars. 

The  Texan  papers  announce  the  establishment  of  a 
line  of  stages  between  Sail  Augustine,  Texas,  and 
Natchitoches,  La.  A line  is  also  contemplated  be- 
tween Houston  and  Natchitoches.  Texas  is  rapidly 
filling  up,  and  some  of  her  ports  must  soon  become 
commercially  important. 

The  schooner  Crusader,  which  left  Galveston,  for 
Matagorda  on  the  7th  it!-,  was  wrecked  on  the  8th. 
Six  persons  were  lost.  The  names  of  the  passengers 
drowned  were  Dr.  Cheescman,  John  Redman,  — — - 

Knowland  and  Stevens.  The  other  two,  Wm. 

Dawson  and  Win.  Watson,  were  seamen.  Captain 
Mitchell  was  he  only  survivor. 

We  observe  the  tow-boats  Shark,  Pacific,  and  Gram- 
pus, at  New  Orleans,  are  in  constant  employment, 
bringing  up  fleets  from  sea.  So  much  for  steam  over- 
coming the  difficulties  of  the  inland  position  of  the 
southern  metropolis,  on  a river  of  a strong  current  and 
serpentine,  difficult  in  navigation. 

New  York  canal  tolls.  The  Albany  Argus  of  the 
26;h  ult.  in  publishing  a statement  of  the  canal  tolls, 
&c.,  during  the  3d  week  in  October,  says  : 

“ An  increase  for  the  residue  of  the  season  equal  to 
the  rate  of  increase  for  the  last  week  will  swell  the  tolls 
for  the  year  to  more  than  $1,603,009.  In  1336,  (he 
largest  year,  they  were  $1,614,294  73. 

The  fair — a new  article.  We  understand  that  com- 
modore Ridgely  invited  a committee  of  the  American 
Institute  to  visit  the  navy-yard  yesterday  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inspecting  an  article  of  American  manufacture 
which  he  thought  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  exhibit 
at  Niblo’s  Garden.  After  receiving  great  attention 
and  civility,  and  visiting  the  receiving  ship  Hudson, 
they  naturally  inquired  after  this  very  interesting  ob- 
ject, proved  to  be  that  noble  specimen  of  naval  archi- 
tecture, a monument  of  the  genius  of  Eckford,  the 
Ohio.  They  returned  delighted  with  their  excursion. 
The  officers  of  the  yard  and  of  the  ship  will  visit  the 
institution  this  evening,  accompanied  by  the  band  of 
the  yard.  [N.  Y.  American. 

On  Wednesday,  the  24th  ult.  John  Quincy  Adams 
delivered  a lecture  before  the  Lyceum  of  Quincy.  Sub- 
ject John  Adams,  his  father.  The  Quincy  Patriot  says 
‘‘The  lecture  was  precisely  what  we  should  have  "ex 
pected  from  the  lecturer  giving  an  account  of  his  be- 
loved and  venerated  father,  it  was  listened  to  by  a 
very  crowded  house  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  cf 
Quincy.” 

Packet  ship  letters.  A letter  from  New  York  to  the 
keeper  of  the  Philadelphia  exchange  rooms,  says: 

‘■Touching  the  new  rate  of  postage  charged  by  the 
packets,  I have  had  an  interview  with  all  the  Liverpool 
and  London  agents,  and  they  will,  for  a few  trips,  take 
from  the  post  office  all  letters  which  may  be  sent  through 
the  mails  without  any  charge.  But  as  soon  as  suffi- 
cient time  has  elapsed  for  the  information  to  be  gene 
rally  disseminated  throughout  the  country,  that  ship’s 
postage  is  to  be  paid  here,  no  letter  will  be  taken  from 
the  post  office,  unless  12  1-2  cents  is  paid  on  each  single 
sheet.  If,  therefore,  letters  continue  to  be  sent  by  mails, 
the  postmaster  will  have  to  get  rid  of  them  by  transient 
ship  ■■,  or  any  other  way  he  can  without  expense  to  him- 
self.” 

Health  of  New  Orleans.  During  the  week  ending  on 
the  20th  October,  there  were  seven  dea-hs  by  the  yellow 
fever  in  the  Charity  Hospital,  New  Orleans.  On  the 
23J,  Mr.  William  Sefion,  of  the  St.  Charles  theatre, 
who  had  recently  arrived  from  the  north,  died  of  yel- 
low fever  attended  with  black  vomit. 

Gedneifs  channel.  We  are  informed  that  the  United 
S.ates  line  of  battle  ship  Ohio,  now  taking  in  her  arma- 
ment at  our  navy  yard,  beat  into  this  passage  at  half 
tide,  on  e. : ring  our  harbor,  and  could  have  beaten 
through  with  case,  had  she  not  been  taken  in  tow  by 
the  steamboats.  Her  soundings  in  the  channel  at  no 
time  showed  less  than  twenty-eight  feet  water.  Such 
being  the  case,  we  hope  soon  to  see  a commodious  na- 
val dry  dock  constructed  at  this  port;  for,  as  the  Com- 
mercial of  yesterday,  in  alluding  to  the  subject  ob- 
serves, “the  pretext  no  longer  exists  that  the  draft  of- 
water,  on  the  bar  is  insufficient  for  the  largest  vessels.’’ 

[N.  Y.  Times. 

The  disgraceful  punishment  of  whipping  at  the  stake, 
is  still  practised  in  Kentucky,  under  an  ancient  statute 
of  that  commonwealth.  We  Icarri  from  the  Louisville 
Reporter  that  a case  has  been  tried  in  the  police  court 
of  that  city,  and  the  accused  convicted,  and  that  hit 
punishment  must  be  in  accordance  with  the  statute. 

The  destruction  of  bridges,  millls,  &c.  by  the  late 
freshets  on  Tar  and  Neuse  riveis.  North  Carolina,  in- 
undating all  the  low  grounds  of  the  former,  are  com- 
puted to  amount  to  three  millions  of  dollars! 

Long  Island — one  of  the  Bahamas — is  said  to  have 
been  laid  waste  by  the  equinoctial  gale  of  the  18th  Sep- 
tember, and  thirty  to  forty  of  the  inhabitants  killed. 

Apples,  a new  article  of  export.  As  potatoes  have  be- 
come a profitable  article  of  export  from  the  state  of 
Maine,  so  apples  may  now  be  sent  to  England  in  the 
packet  ships.  The  duty  in  England  on  American  ap- 
ples in  now  only  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  we  are  in- 
formed. As  this  is  but  a nominal  duty,  American  ap- 
ples, a choice  article  in  every  English  "family,  will  now 
be  in  demand,  for  they  can  be  sold  at  a fair  rate  there, 
and  profit  be  made  by  the  export 


On  the  13  h ult.  professor  Dudley  of  Lexington; 
Ky.  performed  his  i 37  h operation  of  Lithotomy.  The 
patient  was  a hoy  of  ten  years  of  age,  and  was  the 
thirteenth  case  from  the  same  county. 

St.  Mary's  city.  This  city,  which  has  now  existence 
in  name  only,  was  situated  near  the  mouth  of  (lie  Saint 
Mary’s  river,  in  Saint  Mary’s  county,  in  Maryland;  and 
was  not  only  the  spot  where  the  first  settlers  of  Mary- 
land landed,  but  was  also,  the  first  place  on  this  conti- 
nent where  freedom  of  religion  was  tolerated: — where  the 
Protestant  and  the  Roman  Catholic,  enjoying  their  own 
modes  of  worship,  lived  in  harmony  together.  A few 
old  grave  stones  arc  now  the  remains  of  this  ancient 
city;  which,  at  one  time,  sent  delegates  to  the  general 
assembly  of  Maryland. 

The  court  house  and;  clerVa  office  at  Columbus,  Geo. 
were  destroyed  by  fire  on  the.  nigtn  of  the  14th  ult. 
All  the  papers  of  value  were  consumed.  The  fire  is 
supposed  to  have  originated  from  design. 

Nine  steamers  a short  time  since  left  Buffalo  harboi 
in  one  day. 

Molile.  A census  of  Mobile  has  recently  been  made* 
and  it  appears  that  there  are  in  ihe  city  proper. 

White  - - - 8,594 

Slaves  - - - 4,470 

Free  blacks  - - - 557 


13,620 

And  in  the  county,  including  the  city: 

Whites  - - - 11,142 

Slaves  ...  6,474 

Free  blacks  - 720 


18,330 

The  St.  Louis  Republican  states  that  the  public 
works  on  the  Des  Moines  Rapids,  Upper  Mississippi, 
have  been  nearly  suspended,  The  weather  had  be- 
come so  cold  ilia!  the  laborers  refused  to  go  into  the  wa- 
ter. As  high  as  $3  per  day  had  been  paid  by  the  super- 
intendent to  workmen  to  go  into  the  water,  but  most  of 
them  refused  to  work  even  for  that  sum. 

Troops  for  Florida.  The  U.  S.  infantry  is  ordered  to 
Florida,  and  the  fourth  regiment  is  to  take  its  place  at 
Fort  Gibson.  Captain  Trenor  has  been  ordered  to 
Fort  Towson  with  two  regiments  of  dragoons. 

The  Havtian  government  have  prohibited  the  cutting 
of  mahogany  in  St.  Domingo  after  January  1,  1839. 

The  Savannah  Georgian  states  that  the  Georgia 
Steam  Packet  company  have  purchased  the  boat  which 
was  built  in  New  York  by  capt.  Cobb,  with  a view  to 
the  Atlantic  navigation.  She  will  be  called  the  Savan- 
nah, and  it  is  expected  will  be  completed  in  time  to  run 
between  Savannah  and  Charleston,  three  times  a week, 
by  the  1st  of  January  next. 

Editorial  convention.  If  is  proposed  to  hold  a state 
convention  of  editors  in  Pennsylvania,  at  the  seat  of 
government  of  that  state,  sometime  during  the  coming 
winter.  A committee  of  five  editors,  representing  the 
Philadelphia,  Harrisburg  and  Pittsburg  press,  without 
distinction  of  party,  has  been  appointed,  to  address  the 
editorial  fraternity  throughout  the  stale,  requesting  their 
attendance  at  the  convention,  and  to  fix  the  period  at 
which  it  shall  be  held. 

A princely  present.  We  learn  from  the  Courier  des 
Etals  Unis  that  the  prince  de  Joinville,  in  token  of  the 
attentions  which  he  received  from  col.  de  Russy,  while 
at  West  Point,  has  sent  to  the  colonel  a costly  suffibox 
of  gold,  enriched  with  diamonds.  This  handsome 
present  was  transmitted  to  col.  de  Russy  through  the 
hands  of  monsieur  de  Saligny,  secretary  of  the  French 
legation,  who  has  himself  received  from  the  prince  a 
superb  dressing  case  of  plate,  containing  one  hundred 
pieces. 

Mormon  Difficulties.  St.  Louis,  Oct.  18.  Late  yes- 
terday we  received  from  our  esteemed  friend  at  Glas- 
gow the  following  letter  in  relation  to  these  difficulties, 
which,  for  the  present,  seem  to  have  ended  bloodless: 
Glasgow,  0.  t.  12,  1833. 

Dear  sir:  I informed  you  a few  days  ago  of' the  then 
existing  difference  between  the  citizens  of  Carroll  and 
the  Mormons  residing  at  Dewi  t.  I now  have  the 
pleasure  of  informing  you  that,  on  yesterday,  I witness- 
ed the  departure  of  every  Mormon  in  Carroll  county 
for  far  west,  in  Caldwell  county.  The  matter  at  last 
was  settled  amicably,  and  the  Mormons  yielded  to  the 
proposition  from  the  citizens,  that  is,  that  they  should  he 
paid  for  their  property,  and  such  damages  as  should  be 
assessed  by  two  men,  chosen  by  each  side,  from  the 
cou  nties  of  Howard  and  Chariton;  and  upon  the  arrival 
of  flte  committee  on  the  ground,  both  parties  took  up 
the  line  of  march  and  moved  off.  The  ci  izens  of  Car- 
roll  pledged  themselves  to  assist  any  county  who  as- 
sisted them,  when  called  on  for  a similar  purpose. — 
There  was  a company  of  militia  stationed  near  the 
place  to  preserve  the  peace,  of  about  100  men,  who  af- 
ter peEfce  was  made  declared  that  they  would  not  let 
the  Mormons  pass  to  far  west;  they  said  there  was  no 
room  for  them  in  Caldwell  couniy.  We  have  not  heard 
whether  they  were  intercepted  on  their  way,  but  pre- 
sume not,  for  the  Mormons  were  double  their  number. 
However,  I am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  adjoining 
counties  to  Caldwell  will  never  be  contented  until  they 
leave  the  state.  Flad  the  Mormons  refused  to  sell  on 
the  day  the  last  proposition  was  made  to  them,  if  would 
have  been  a serious  matter  to  both  parlies,  for  there  was 
but  little  difference  in  their  forces,  and  the  citizens  had 
come  to  a determination  to  make,  if  possible,  a success- 
ful attack  on  the  day  the  compromise  was  effected. 
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flCrlt  will  be  seen  bv  reference  to  our  pages  thatl 
another  insurrectionary  movement  has  taken  place  in 
Lower  Canada,  and  that  it  has  already  Stcasioned  the 
Iiks  of  life.  From  all  we  can  discover  we  are  led  to 
believe  that  this  new  oat-break  is  not  less  rash  and 
badly  planned  than  the  former,  and  that  it  will  be  as 
speedily  repressed,  unless,  as  seetn3  to  be  the  design 
of  same  of  the  leaders,  this  government  is  brought  into 
collision  with  the  British  authorities.  But  we  rely 
upon  the  forbearance  of  the  latter,  who,  however,  have 
just  cause  of  complaint,  and  .the  active  efforts  of  our 
own  govermnen  , which  will,  doubtless,  do  all  that  the 
crisis  requires;  and,  especially,  punish,  with  the  ut- 
most rigor  of  the  law,  every ''American  citizen  who 
openly  or  covertly  violates  die  national  faith  and  the 
national  honor. 

Maj.  gen.  Macomb  and  gen.  Wool,  of  the  U.  S. 
army,  have  arrived  at  AVashington  from  the  northern 
frontier. 

Maj.  gen.  E.  P.  Gaines  arrived  in  New  Orleans  on 
lhe2d  instant,  on  board  the  steamer  Little  Rock,  from 
Memphis. 

Anti-masonic  convention  in  Philadelphia.  From 
Paulson's  Daily  Advertiser  of  Thursday.  The  anti- 
masonic  convention  adjourned  over  from  Tuesday  till 
yesterday  morning,  owing  to  the  absence  of  some  del- 
egates, when  it  was  organized  and  proceeded  to  busi- 
ness. The  following  states  were  represented:  Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio,  New  York,  New  Jersey.  Rhode  Island 
and  Massachusetts.  Harmer  Denny,  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  chosen  president  of  the  convention;  Henry  Co- 
theal,  of  New  York,  Ebenezer  Clough,  of  Massachu- 
setts, Rufus  Beach,  of  Ohio,  and  Edward  S.  AVilliams, 
of  Rhode  Island,  vice  presidents;  and  John  William- 
son, of  Pennsylvania,  and  J.  A.  Simpson,  of  New 
Jersey,  Secretaries.  The  following  committees  were 
appointed: 

On  address:  Messrs.  Stephens,  of  Pennsylvania; 
Beach,  of  Ohio;  Cotneal,  of  New  York;  Russ,  of 
Pennsylvania;  and  Simpson,  of  New  Jersey. 

On  resolutions:  Messrs.  Cornier,  of  Pennsylvania; 
Williams,  of  New  Jersey:  Watts,  of  Pennsylvania; 
and  Clough,  of  Massachusetts. 

On  Finance:  Messrs.  Graham,  Markie,  and  How- 
ard. 

The  committee  of  correspondence  is  not  yet  named. 

On  motion  of  Thaddeus  Stevens,  William  Henry 
Harrison,  of  Ohio,  was  unanimously  nominated  a can- 
didate for  the  next  presidency  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
Daniel  Webster,  of  Massachusetts  unanimously  nomi- 
nated a candidate  for  vice  president.  Mr.  Beach  then 
made  some  remarks  which  were  received  with  applause; 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  the  convention  ad- 
journed over  till  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when 
the  reports  of  the  committees  were  submitted. 

Eptloring  expedition.  By  the  brig  Cazenove, 
which  arrived  at  New  Tork  a few  days  since,  we  learn 
that  the  exploring  expedition  was  at  Madeira  on  the 
20th  September,  all  well,  to  sail  suon.  A British  schooner 
from  rite  coast  of  Africa  was  seen,  a few  clays  prior  to 
the  sailing  of  the  C.,  drifting  towards  the  Brazen  Head 
breakers,  where  she  would  have  been  dashed  to  pieces, 
and  all  on  board  lost.  On  discovering  the  imminent 
danger  of  the  vessel,  the  commander  of  the  exploring 
expedition  despatched  eleven  boats  to  her  assistance, 
who  came  up  with  the  vessel  when  within  a few  yards 
of  the  breakers,  and  with  great  exertions  succeeded  in 
towing  her  to  sea. 

A letter  published  in  the  Philadelphia  papers,  from 
an  officer  on  board  of  the  Peacock,  says  that  all  tilings 
as  yet  progress  pretty, well,  but  that  that  ship  is  a wet 
sea-boat,  and  will  have  to  be  repaired  when  she  arrives 
at  Rio. 

A store  ship,  intended  to  meet  the  exploring  expedi- 
tion, will  sail  from  New  York  on  the  20:h  instant. 
Letters  sent  to  the  care  of  the  Lyceum  in  that  city, 
or  to  John  Barney  & Son,  Baltimore,  will  be  for- 
warded. 

Georgia.  The  legislature  of  this  state  assembled  at 
Milledgeville  on  the  5th  instant.  In  the  senate,  Charles 
Dougherty  (State  Rights)  was  elected  speaker  by  a ma- 
jority of  5 or  6 votes.  John  T.  Lamar  (Ad in.)  was 
chosen  secretary  by  a majority-of  one  or  two  votes. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  Mr.  Day,  (adm.) 
was  chosen  speaker  by  a majority  of  two  votes. 

0:i  joint  ballot,  the  administration  papers  say  that 
there  will  be  a Van  Buren  majority. 

[. Intelligencer . 

Election  news.  New  York.  The  latest  returns, 
though  not  official,  make  Mr.  Seward’s  majority  over 
Mr.  Marcy  11,324.  Mr.  Bradish’s  majority  over  Mr. 
Tracy  will  not  fall  far  short  of  that  received  by  Mr. 
Seward;  for,  notwithstanding  Mr.  B.  received  nearly 
one  thousand  votes  less  than  that  gentleman  in  the  city 
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of  New  York,  in  some  of  the  counties  his  vote  is  in 
advance  of  the  regular  tickets. 

State  senate.  Last  year  the  senate  stood  9 whigs — 
15  administration.  This  year  8 senators  were  chosen, 
of  whom  the  whigs  have,  elected  5,  and  probably  G. 

House  of  assembly.  This  body  is  composed  of  128 
members,  of  whom  the  friends  of  the  administration 
numbered  23  last  year.  This  year,  the  whigs  have 
elected  81  members,  and  the  friends  of  the  adminis. ra- 
tion 47. 

If  the  above  statements  are  correct,  there  will  be  an 
administration  majority  of  4 in  the  senate,  and  a whig 
majority  of  34  in  the  house — -and  on  joint  ballot  a whig 
majority  of  30. 

The  following  is  believed  to  he  a correct  list  of  the 
members  of  congress  elected.  In  the  present  congress 
there  are  30  friends  of  the  administration  and  10  whigs. 

Those  in  italic  are  whigs. 

1st  District,— Thomas  B.  Jackson. 

2d — James  ue  la  Montayne. 

C Ogden  Hoffman. 
o.i  1 Edward  Curtis. 
u i Moses  II.  Orinnell,  whig  gain. 

[ James  Monroef\v[n<r  gain. 

4th. — Governeur  Kemble. 

5th. — Charles  Johnson,  whig  gain. 

6ch. — -Nathaniel  Jone?, 

7th. — Rufus  Palen,  whig  gain. 

a,i,  S Aaron  Vanderpoel. 

8lh  { John  Ely. 

9:h. — Hiram  P.  Hunt,  whig  gain. 

10ih. — Daniel  D.  Barnard,  whig  gain. 

11th. — Anson  Brown,  whig  gain. 

12th. — David  Russell,  whig  gain. 

13th.— A.  C.  Hand. 

14th. — John  Fine. 

15th.- — Peter  J.  Wagoner,  whig  gain. 

lGJi. — Andrew  W.  Duig. 

17  l $ John  G.  Floyd. 

( David  P.  Brewster. 

18th. — Thomas  C.  Chittenden,  whig  gain. 

19th. — John  II.  Prentiss. 

20; h, — Hudson  Allen. 

21st. — John  C.  Clark,  whig  gain. 

22J  I LBasaLKd’  | C.  Beers,  to  fill  vacancy. 

0q  i $ Lawrence  Foster,  whig  gain. 
i Nehemiah  II.  Earl. 

24th. — Edward  Rodgers. 

25th.— Theron  R.  Strong. 

26th. — Francis  P.  Granger. 

27th. — M.  Mallory. 

23  th. — ■ 77;  oma  s Kern .pshall 

29th — Seth  M.  Galee, — Harvey  Putnam  to  fill  vacancy. 

30th — Luther  C.  Peck. 

31st — Richard  P.  Marvin. 

"did.— Millard  Fillmore. 

33d. — Charles  F.  Mitchell. 

In  New  York  city  the  vote  for  governor,  lieutenant 
governor  and  members  of  congress,  was  as  follows: 
Governor.  Lieut  governor. 

Seward  (whig)  20.201  Bradish  (whig)  19,206 

Marcy  (ad.)  19,359  ^ Tracy  (ad.)  19,548 

Seward's  majority  over  Marcy  842.  Tracy’s  majority 
over  Bradish  342. 

Congress. 

Administration. 

20,559 
20,434 
20,537 
20,429 

Hoffman’s  majority  over  McKeou,  the  highest  can- 
didate on  the  administration  ticket,  1,325. 

We  will  of  course  publish  the  official  returns  as  soon 
as  received. 

Delaware.  A slip  from  the  office  of  the  Delaware 
Gazette,  dated  Wilmington,  November  15,  3 P.  M. 
contains  the  annexed  election  returns: 

Congress — complete. 

Robinson,  (Ad.)j  Milligan,  (W.) 

New  Castle  county,  210  maj. 

Kent,  do  maj.  89 

Sussex,  do  “ 73 


Whig. 
Hoffman, 
Curtis, 
Grinnell, 
Monroe, 


McKeon, 
Cambreleng, 
Varian, 
Moore, 


19,234 

19,178 

19.133 

18,850 


167 

43 


167 


The  editor  states  that  he  has  included  in  the  above 
votes  given  to  Robinson,  17  which  were  cast  for  col. 
Thomas  Robinson,  and  3 for  Thomas  Robinson.  If 
these  he  deducted  from  the  above,  his  majority  in  the 
state  will  he  23. 

In  Sussex  county,  the  whig  sheriff,  coroner,  and  one 
representative  to  the  legislature  are  elected.  The  resi- 
due of  the  “reform  ticket,”  embracing  three  senators 
and  six  representatives,  elected. 

In  Kent  county,  one  Van  Buren  senator  and  the 
Van  Buren  sheriff  and  coroner  arc  elected.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  whig  ticket  elected  by  an  average  ma- 
jority oi  40  or  50. 


In  New  Castle  county,  the  entire  Van  Buren  ticket 
is  elected. 

The  legislature,  the  Gazette  says,  will  consist  of  a 
majority  of  republicans  and  reformers,  who  will  elect  a 
Van  Buren  U.  S.  senator. 

Massachusetts.  The  following  particulars  are  from 
the  Boston  Atlas,  which  contains  returns  from  177 
towns — Suffolk,  Essex,  Norfolk,  and  Bristol,  being 


complete, 

Recapilulal 

ion. 

Everett. 

Morton. 

Suffolk, 

2 

towns 

5,351 

3,004 

Norfolk, 

21 

3,414 

3,218 

Bristol, 

21 

4,087 

4,512 

Plymouth, 

18 

it 

3,449 

3,072 

Essex 

26 

it 

6,983 

5,046 

Worcester, 

51 

8,003 

5,483 

Middlesex, 

35 

177 

a 

5,482 

36.739 

4,903 

29,236 

Showing  a whig  majority  in  177  towns,  of  7,563. 
Last  year  tn  same  town  11,304. 

The  votes  in  Boston  were — for  Everett  5,202;  Mor- 
ton, V.  B.  2,8-41.  Everett’s  majority  2,371.  Last  year 
Everett  received  5,407;  Morton  2,044;  Everett’s  ma- 
jority then,  3,363,  which  was  a gain  of  1,533  upon  the 
previous  year, 

Members  of  congress.  Richard  Fletcher  is  elected  to 
congress  in  the  1st  district;  Leverett  Saltonstall  in  the 
2a;  Caleb  Cushing  in  the  3d;  Levi  Lincoln  in  the  5th; 
James  C-.  Alvord  in  the  6th;  Win.  S.  Hastings  in  the 
ninth;  Henry  AVilliams,  V.  B.  in  the  10th  over  N.  B. 
Borden, (who  was’clocted  two  years  ago  as  a Van  Buren 
man,  but  afterwards  became  a conservadve;)  John. 
Reid  in  the  11th,  and  John  Quincy  Adams  in  the  12th. 

All  except  Mr.  Williams  are  whigs;  same  as  in  the 
old  congress.  In  the  4th  district,  represented  in  the  old 
congress  by  Mr.  Parmenter,  V.  B.  there  is  no  choice. 

The  Atlas  says  that  the  senate  will  have  a large  ma- 
jority of  whigs.  So  also  the  house. 

Michigan.  The  Detroit  Daily  Advertiser  of  the  8th 
instant  furnishes  the  following  returns  of  the  elections 
held  in  Michigan  on  the  7th  instant: 

Congress. 


Wells  (IF.) 

Crary  ( V.  Bi  ■ 

City  of  Detroit 

752 

744 

Wayne  county 

289 

263 

Washturow 

422 

116 

St  Clair 

186 

104 

Frenchfown,  in  the 
jority  of  23  for  Wells. 

county  of 

Monroe,  gives  a ma 

The  Mormon  AVak.  The  Fayette  M'stourian  for 
the  27th  ult.  gives  what  it  calls  ” later  and  more  dread- 
ful news’’  from  the  scene  of  Mormon  difficulties.  A 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Fayette  was  called  in  the 
dead  of  night,  on  the  26th,  by  the  toiling  of  the  bells,  to 
hear  the  accounts  ju3t  brought,  of  “ the  most  barbarous 
atrocities.”  At  this  meeting  a letter  was  read  from 
major  Woodward,  aid  to  general  Parks,  dated  Snow- 
den’s, Oct.  25,  which  stated  the  arrival  of  information 
at  that  post,  that  “ the  Mormons  had  attacked  and  cut 
to  pieces  captain  Bogart’s  company”  of  fifty  men, 
but  three  or  four  escaped  1 The  Mormon  force  was 
estimated  at  309  to  400.  The  town  of  Richmond  was 
threatened,  and  the  letter  requested  that  two  or  three 
companies,  if  they  could  be  spared,  should  “ repair  to 
Richmond  with  all  speed.” 

Another  letter  of  same  date,  from  an  officer  at  Car- 
rollton, also  states  that  Bogart’s  company  of  lifty  men 
had  been  cut  to  pieces;  and  that  reports  of  cannon  had 
just  been  heard  in  the  direction  of  Richmond.  Firing 
nad  indeed  been  heard  in  various  directions,  and  there 
is  no  doubt,  says  the  letter,  that  these  infatuated  villains 
have  attacked  Richmond.  Daveis  county  is  said  to  be 
“ a scene  of  desolation,”  and  Ray  count}'  was  believed 
to  be  already  in  a like  condition.  Carrollton  was  ex- 
pected to  be  their  next  object.  The*writer  had  received 
orders  from  gen.  Parks,  by  express,  to  raise  150  mount- 
ed men.  Fifty  had  already  volunteered,  and  the  re- 
mainder he  expected  to  obtain  in  a day  or  two.  Yet 
the  letter  says — “Be  up  and  doing;  bring  all  the  men 
you  can;  stir  the  people  up  in  Howard  and  Chariten; 
send  all  the  braves  you  can  with  Wolf,  that  we  may 
meet  and  check  them  in  their  mad  career.”  The  terms 
of  the  letter  show  the  writer’s  sense  of  the  power  and 
purpose  of  the  Mormons,  and  the  magnitude  of  the 
evil  pending  over  that  quarter  of  Missouri. 

Banks,  currency,  &c.  Most  of  the  following  items 
were  in  type  lor  last  week’s  “Register,”  but  had 
to- give  place  to  other  matters  of  more  importance. 

° Sales  at  the  Neiu  York  stock  exchange,  Nov.  14. 

23  shares  U.  S.  Bank,  105  1-2 

140  “ Amer.  Trust  co.  119all9  1-4 

No  alteration  in  exchange. 

Spurious  hills  are  in  circulation  in  the  west,  engraved 
in  handsome  style  and  passed  off  as  bank  hills,  against 
, which  the  public  should  be  on  their  guard.  * They  read 
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as  follows: — “A.  Secured  by  deed  of  real  estate  in  Intel, 
recorded  in  the  register's  ojjice.  Toe  Manhattan  asso- 
ciation promise  to  pay  H.  day  or  bearer,  at  their  bank- 
ing house  iri  the  city  of  New  York,  live  dollars,  in  one 
vear  after  date,  with  interest  2 1-2  per  cent,  per  annum. 
New  York,  August  1,  1833.  S.  Cornwall,  Pres:.;  L. 
Trafron,  Cashr.” 

The  receipts  of  the  Savings  bank  of  Paris,  on  Sun- 
day and  Monday,  the  23d  and  21th  of  Sept.,  amount 
ed  to  481,277  francs,  from  3,440  depositors,  of  whom 
574  were  new.  The  payments  amounted  to  4G2,53'J 
francs. 

Qrenada  bank  of  Mississippi.  The  bank  commis- 
sioners of  Mississippi,  after  an  examination  into  the 
affairs  of  this  bank,  and  finding  something  wrong  in 
the  prooeedmgs  of  the  directors,  applied  to  the  chancel- 
lor for  an  injunction  to  stay  further  proceeding  till  the 
chancery  court  should  sit.  The  application  was  re  - 
fused on  the  ground  that  the  charier  of  the  hank,  al- 
though granted  at  ihe  same  session  at  which  the  law 
was  passed  creating  the  board  of  commissioners,  was 
first  passed,  and  its  charter  protected  it  against  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  commissioners.  In  what  the  bank  had 
offended  we  are  not  given  to  understand. 

Large  dividends.  The  Citizen’s  Insurance  company 
of  St.  Lotus,  Missouri,  has  declared  the  following  divi- 
dends: On  the  first  of  October,  1837,  for  six  months, 
twelve  and  a half  per  cent.:  firs:  of  April,  1833..  for  six 
months,  fifteen  per  cent.;  first  of  October,  1833,  for  six 
months,  twelve  and  a half  per  cent.;  making  in  eigh- 
teen months  a dividend  of  forty  dollars  on  the  hundred 
of  s’oek. 

The  Nashville  Whig  of  the  23lh  uh.  says:  We  un- 
derstand that  Oliver  B.  Hayes,  e-ij.  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  Bank  of  Tennessee,  will  leave  here  in  a day  or 
two  for  the  eastern  cities,  as  a commissioner  to  dispose 
of  the  remaining  state  bonds,  belonging  to  the  bank. 

Bank  robbery.  The  Southfield  Union  hank  was  en- 
tered, on  Saturday,  between  t he  hours  of  8 and  10  in 
the  morning,  and  robbed  of  $3  400,  all  in  the  hills  of  the 
bank,  a portion  of  which  can  be  identified.  The  cash- 
ier left  the  bank  in  the  morning  on  some  business;  the 
robbers  ente  ed  a vacant  lenemenf  over  the  batik  and 
cut  through  the  fl  tor.  by  which  means  they  e ffected  a 
passage  into  the  banking  mom,  and  were  able  to  carry 
off  the  money  without  the  trouble  of  forcing  the  vauh. 
A reward  of  $300  is  offered  for  the  recovery  of  the 
money  and  the  detection  of  the  robbers. 

[Providence  Journal. 

New  York  money  market.  From  the  Courier  of  the 
7 !h  inst.  The  stock  market  continues  to  present  a very 
steady  appearance,  with  a tendency  lo  farther  improve- 
ment in  price. 

The  sailing  of  the  packet  ship  Pennsylvania,  for  L;- 
verpool,  having  been  deferred  until  to-morrow,  but  lii.le 
business  in  exchange  has  as  yet  been  done  for  trans- 
mission by  Iter.  Toe  Bank  of  the  United  States  con- 
tinues to  draw  on  London  at  9 1-2  per  cent,  premium 
and  on  France  at  of.  20,  the  previous  rates. 

Philadelphia  money  market.  Bickneli’s  Reporter  has 
the  following  remarks  respecting  the  Philadelphia 
money  market: 

The  favorable  change  in  the  money  market  noticed 
incur  last,  has  not  been  permanently  sustained,  al- 
though the  feeling  generally  is  much  better  than  it  was 
a fortnight  since.  Hope  and  confidence  with  regard  to 
the  future  continue  to  strengthen.  Business  is  s ill  very 
animated,  and  ships  continue  to  arrive  from  England 
and  France,  laden  with  die  rich  and  cosily  products  of 
those  countries,  Our  canals  and  railroads  are  stili 
characterised  by  all  the  signs  of  life  and  activity,  and 
will  so  continue  until  the  cold  weather  lias  permanently 
set  in. 

Philadelphia  was  never  in  a sounder  or  more  whole- 
some condition  than  at  this  moment.  A bankruptcy, 
to  any  serious  extent  has  not  occurred  for  months; 
while  the  transactions  which  daily  take  place  between 
business  men  are  of  a character  to  show  (hat  here  at 
least,  commercial  credit  is, of  the  most  unblemished  kind. 
New  buildings  are  springing  up  in  die  outskirts,  and  real 
esta  e of  e.very  description  within  the  immediate  limits 
of  the  city  and  county,  is  still  advancing,  or  if  not  ad- 
vancing, commands  fair  if  not  liberal  prices.  To- 
wards the  north  and  nor  h-west  in  particular,  these 
cheering  indications  are  especially  visible — ndeed,  vi  e 
cherish  the  belief  that  eight  or  ten  days  hence  th..re 
w. 11  not  be  half  a dozen  lots  of  vacant  ground,  on 
either  of  the  streets  between  Rate  and  Spruce  streets, 
running  from  the  Schuylkill  to  the  Dela  ware.  Phila- 
delphia is  already  a great  and  growing  city;  but  unless 
we  greatly  mistake,  her  palmiest  days  are  yet  to  come. 

Philadelphia  dividends,  'l’ne  following  half  yearly 
dividends  havejust  been  declared  by  banks  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

Girard  Bank,  - - - 3 1-2 

Western,  - - - - 3 1-2 

Schuylkill,  - - - - - 3 1-2 

Mechanics’,  - - 6 

Farmers’  & Mechanics’,  * - 4 

Moyamcnsing,  - - - - 3 

Philadelphia,  - - - - 3 1-2 

Commercial,  - - - 4 1-2 

Northern  Liberties,  - - - 5 

Southwark,  - . - - - - 5 

Kensington.  - - - - - 4 

Manufacturers  &,  Mechanics’,  - - - 3 1-2 

Penn  Township-  - G 

Kensington,  - - . . 4 

Bank  oj  Washington,  D.  C.  A dividend  of  four  per 
cent  on  the  capital  stock  of  this  instiru'ion  has  been 
declared  out  of  the  profits  of  the  last  six  months. 


Railroad  Bank.  Prom  the  Charleston  Patriot  oj  the  2 d 
instant.  The  Oseoht.  which  arrived  yesterday  from  Lon- 
don , brings  on  t near  half  a million  of  dollars  in  gold  a nj  sil- 
ver imported  by  the  directors  of  die  Louisville,  Cincin- 
nati, and  Charleston  Railroad  Company,  for  the  use  of 
the  Souihwestci-n  Railroad  Bank.  The  subscription  to 
this  bank  will  be  finally  closed  on  Thursday  next.  The 
stockholders  will  meet  in  Charleston  in  person,  or  hv 
their  proxies,  on  the  20iii  instant,  to  elect  directors — 
their  bills  are  already  engraved;  a temporary  banking 
house  will  be  provided,  and  now,  that  an  abundan. 
supply  of  specie  has  been  procured;  the  bank  will  go 
immediately  into  operation  under  the  most  favorable 
auspices.  The  wise  foresight  and  libtral  policy  dis- 
played in  this  importation  of  specie  is  highly  creditable 
to  the  company.  They  might  have  looked  to  the 
Charleston  banks,  or  those  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia f>r  the  supplies  necessary  tor  the  new  bank 
But  this  would  have  created  a pressure  in  the  money- 
market,  and  created  an  apprehension  of  the  increase 
of  the  banking  capital  of  the  country,  without  a corres- 
ponding enlargement  of  the  specie  basis.  The  course 
that  has  been  pursued  will  greatly  strengthen  the  bank, 
and  gain  for  it  public  confidence  at  home  and  abroac. 
To  Charleston  in  particular,  this  measure  is  calculated 
to  do  essential  service.  The  million  loan  so  happily 
effected  by  gen.  Hamilton  in  Europe,  being  added  at 
this  time  to  the  capital  of  Charleston,  will  give  ability 
to  all  our  commercial  and  financial  operations.  One- 
half  the  amount  being  transferred  by  hills  ot  exchange, 
first  to  New  York  and  then  to  Charleston,  will  furnish 
us  the  means  of  keeping  down  tt.e  exchanges,  and  thus 
prevent  u drain  upon  our  banks  fur  specie.  It  will  he 
seen  from  the  above  sta'ement,  how  entirely  unfounded 
are  the  reports  prevalent,  in  terrain  quarters,  of  large 
drabs  hating  been  made  ihroakh  the  agency  of  gen. 
■ Hamilton  from  the  northern  banks,  to  supply  our  Rail- 
Road  Bank  with  specie.  Not  a dollar  has  been  draw  n 
for  any  such  purpose.  We  have  been  at  the  expesse 
1 and  trouble  of  p-oviding  ourselves  with  the  requisite 
amount  ofspec.e  from  Europe. 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Slock.  Fifty-five  shares 
of  ibis  stock  were  sold  at  auction  in  Baltimore  on  Wed- 
nesday as  follows:  20  shares  at  33  3-3;  20  do.  34  1-8;  15 
do  3 13-3. 

The  following  half  yearly  d’vidends  havejust  been 
declared  by  the  hanks  m Philadelphia. 

Gn-ard  bank  3 1-2,  Wes  ern  3 1-2.  Schuylkill  3 1-2. 
Mechanics’  6,  Farmers  & Mechanics’  4.  Meyamensing 
3,  Pnilndelphia  3 1-2,  Commercial  4 1-2.  Northern  Li- 
berties 5,  Southwark  5,  Kensington  4,  Manufacturers 
& Mechanics’  3 1-2,  Penn  - Township  G,  Kensington  4. 

New  Orleans  money  market,  Nov.  1. 

Exchange  0:1  England,  0 1-2  a 10  1-2  p.  c prem. 

do  0:1  Paris  5f  5 a — do. 

do  on  N.  Y.  at  sight  1 
do  do.  at  GOdy’s  par  1 

Louisville  and  Cincinnati  par 
U.  S.  Bank  notes  1 

U.  S.  Treasury  notes  2 

Illinois  and  Inuiana  par 


Specie 


a 1 1-2  do. 
a 2 per.  ct.  disc, 
a 0 " do.  prem. 
a 11-2  do. 
a 2 1-2  do. 
a 0 do.  prem. 
a 3 do. 


Miss,  money — river  banks 

5 a 6 per. 

ct.  d 

Tennessee  banks 

6 1-2  a 7 

do. 

Alabama  banks 

4 1-2  a 5 

do. 

Arkansas  hanks 

10  a 12 

do. 

Texas  Treasury  notes 

43  a 45 

do. 

Mississippi  new  hanks 

12  1-2  a 20 

do. 

Brandon 

45  a 59 

do. 

Troubles  on  the  Texian  frontier.  The 
New  Oilcans  Bulletin  slip  of  the  3d  instant  says  : 

We  regret  to  learn  from  the  Red  Lander,  pub- 
lished at  San  Augustine,  under  date  of  October 
18th,  that  the  Indians. and  Mexicans  threaten  ano- 
ther hostile  movement  against  the  white  settlement. 
General  Rusk  (says  that  print)  had  thought  proper 
to  Older  out  two  Imndr  d fighting  men,  in  athlit  on 
to  Hie  number  already  m the  field,  a force  deemed 
amply  sufficient  lo  check  further  depredations,  anil 
put  an  end  10  hostilities. 

An  express,  received  a few  days  since  from  gen. 
Rusk,  stated  that  the  rearguard  of  Captain  L.  II. 
Mabbit’s  company  were  attacked  by  the  enemy, 
whilst  marching  from  Fort  Houston  to  Nacogdo- 
ches. Tile  enemy  were  concealed,  and  after  filing 
a few  rounds,  retreated.  Our  loss  was  one  killed 
arid  three  wounded;  that  of  tile  enemy  not  ascer- 
tained. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  (his  intelligence,  gen.  Rusk 
immediately  repaired  to  his  assistance,  with  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  has  since  joined 
them.  The  Cherokees  are  friendly,  and  have 
pledged  themselves  to  fight  for  us.  We  are  inclined 
to  the  opinion  that  there  are  not  a sufficient  num- 
ber of  the  enemy  at  present  embodied  to  render 
them  formidable;  yet,  should  we  delay  to  meet  and 
conquer  them,  their  numbers  will  continue  to  aug- 
ment and  annoy  our  frontier. 

In  confirmation  of  the  statements  of  the  Red 
Lander  respecting  a rise  among  the  Indians  and 
Mexicans  against  the  Texians.  we  copy  the  Allow- 
ing from  the  Opelousas  Gazette,  of  the’27th  ultimo: 

“ We  learn  from  a gentleman  just  arrived  from 
Jaspar  county,  Texas,  that  the  Indians  had  killed 


several  Texian  soldiers,  and  taken  possession  of 
Fort  Houston,  situated  in  the  vicinity  ot  Trinity 
river.  The  authorities  of  Jasper  county  had  given 
orders  for  a draft,  which  was  to  have  taken  place 
on  Saturday  last.” 

Official.  Department  of  state.  The  follow- 
ing nolice  of  new  light-houses  on  the  Russian 
coasts  of  the  Baltic  sea,  has  been  received  from  the 
Russian  government,  and  is  hereby  communicated 
for  the  advantage  ot  our  navigators. 

Helsingfors,  June  25,  1838. 

The  Gendral  Directory  of  light-houses  in  Fin- 
land, gives  the  following  notice  to  mariners: 

1.  The  light-house  of  Porkalandd,  situated  in 
the  Gulf  of  Finland,  in  the  latitude  ol  59  degrees, 
55  minutes,  and  30  seconds  north,  and  the  longi- 
tude of  42  degrees,  34  minutes  east  from  Ferro, 
which  has  been  hitherto  lighted  by  a repeating 
light,  will  hereafter  be  distinguished  by  a fixed 
light  of  13  lamps,  with  reflectors  visible  through 
alt  the  points  of  the  compass,  between  east-south- 
east and  west-so.uth-west . The  light  is  placed  as 
before,  at  the  height  of  164  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea,  and  can  be  seen  in  fine  weather  at  the  dis- 
tance of  19  sea  miles  from  the  deck  ol  a ship. 

2.  The  woodeti  tower,  near  Hang-Udd,  in  the 
Gulf  of  Finland,  in  the  latitude  of  59  degrees  46 
minutes  north,  and  the  longitude  of  41  degr»es6 
minutes  east  from  Ferro,  having  been  converted 
into  a light  house,  w ill  hereafter  be  distinguished 
by  a tepeating  light-  This  light  will  be  formed  by 
nine  lamps,  with  reflectors,  placed  in  three  groupes, 
turning  at  intervals  of  three  minutes  each,  so  as  to 
present  successively  a bright  light,  two  lights  less 
bright,  ai  d then  a peiicd  of  darkness,  though  seme 
light  will  he  visible  during  this  period  of  darkness, 
within  5 or  6 miles  from  the  light.  'File  light  w ill 
he  placed  1 (>()  leet  above  the  lev  el  of  t lie  sea.  and 
will  be  visible  at  the  distance  of  15  sea  miles,  fioui 
the  deck  of  a ship. 

3.  The  slorie  light-house  built  lately  on  the  island 
of  Enskar,  a few  miles  irotn  the  entrance  ot  My- 
stadt.  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Gull  of  Bothnia, 
in  thp  latitude  of  43  degrees  and  10  minutes  north, 
and  39  degrees,  10  minutes,  and  30  seconds  east 
longitude  from  Ferro,  w ill  also  be.  lighted  liereal- 
ter.  The  light,  placed  156  leet.  above  die  level  of 
the  sea,  will  be  constant,  and  given  out  by  nine  re- 
flecting lamps,  visible  between  the  southeast  and 

1 northeast  points  of  the  compass,  at  the  distance  ot 
IS  sea  miles  from  the  deck  of  a ship. 

From  Calcutta.  East  India  journals  to  (lie 
end  of  June  have  been  received.  At  Jetipcor,  the 
cholera  was  currying  oil’ between  two  and  three 
hundred  persons’  daily.  The  same  disease  was 
raging  with  great  violence  at  Horul,  Bhurntpoor, 
Tyjjara,  and  the  surrounding  country.  Two  shocks 
of  an  earthquake  were  felt  at  Hoilu  on  tile  26ih 
June.  'File  Madras  Herald  of  the  20th  says: 

“A  scorching  land  wind  set  in  here  on  Friday, 
and  has  cjrnlinned  to  blow  ever  since  with  the  most 
suffocating  strength.  We  understand  it  resembles 
in  force  and  heat  the  land  wind  during  1836,  during 
the  prevalence  of  which  some  dreadful  accidents 
happened  in  town.  The  whole  ol  the  Cutwall  ba- 
zaar,-with  property  of  Ihe  value  ol  fifteen  thousand 
rupees,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  several  other 
conflagrations  followed,  originating  in  the  incau- 
tious habits  of  the  natives  in  cooking  Iheit  meats 
under  shells,  or  in  thatchid  huts.” 

Chesapeake  and  ohio  canal  company.  The 
stockholders  of  this  company  assembled  in  general 
meeting  ori  Wednesday  ’he  7th  inst.  according  to 
adjournment;  and,  alter  passing  the  following  two 
resolutions,  the  meeting  was  further  adjourned  un- 
til Wednesday,  the  19lh  day  of  December  next. 

[Nat.  Inf. 

Resolved, , That  the  president  arid  directors  ol  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  he  and  It  ey 
are  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  apply  to  tie 
legislature  ol'  the  state  of  Virginia  for  aid  to  con- 
nect the  Chesapeake  ami  Ohio  Canal  w itli  the  south 
branch  of  the  Potomac,  the  Great  Cacapon  and  the 
Shenandoah  rivers,  and  to  improve  the  navigation 
of  said  riVers. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  lie  ami  they 
are  hereby  requested  to  confer  with  the  president 
and  directors  of  the  several  companies  named  ill 
I the  act  for  t lie  pi  emotion  of  internal  improvements-, 
passed  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Ma- 
ryland on  the  4 1 Ii  of  June,  1836,  wiih  reference  to 
1 tiie  aid  granted  to  or  required  by  said  companies, 

I or  to  such  modifications  of  the  provisions  ol  said 
act,  or  of  the  resolutions  subsequently  passed  fry 
; the  general  assembly  of  said  state,  concerning  the 
i aid  granted  to  said  companies. 


179 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— NOV.  17,  1838— MISCELLANEOUS. 


Commerce  a>td  navigation  of  the  U.  States. 

(From  War  rock’s  Almanac,  for  1839. 
Produce,  goods,  wares  mid  merchandise  of  foreign 
countries  imported  into  tile  United  States  in  the 
year  ending  the  30tli  September,  1337: — taken  from 
a report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  congress, 
May  19th,  1333,  $130,472,803 

Gold  and  silver  bullion  and  coins,  10,516,414 


Whole  importation,  $140,989,217 
Produce,  snoods,  wares,  &c.  made  in  the  United 
States  and  exported  to  foreign  countries  in  the  same 
year,  to  wit: 

Of  southern  produce : 

Cotton,  444,211,537  lbs.  $63,240,102 

Tobacco,  100,232  hlids.  5.795,647 

Rice,  106,034  tierces  2,309,279 

Brown  sugar,  22,663 

$71,367,6 S6 

Of  articles  manufactured  of  southern  produce: 
Cotton  goods,  yarns, twists, 

&c,  2,831,473 

Manufactured  tobacco  and 
snuff,  427,836 

R-lined  sugar  and  spirits 
from  molasses,  266,241 — 3,528,550 

Of  northern  productions: 

Produce  of  fisheries,  whale- 
oil,  and  bone;  spermaceti  oil 
and  candles,  &c.  and  fur 

skins,  and  ginseng,  3,472,753 

Of  agriculture  in  general: 

Beef,  tallow,  hides,  cattle, 
b itter,  cheese,  pork,  ba- 
con, lard,  hogs,  horses, 
mules  and  sheep,  2,366,064 

Wheat,  flour,  Indian  corn 
and  m-ml,  rye  and  meal, 
oats,  &c.  and  pulse,  bis- 
cuit, potatoes,  apples, 

flaxseed  and  hops,  4,651,521 — 7,017,585 

Of  products  of  the  woods: 

Staves,  shingles,  boards, 
hewn  timber,  masts,  spars, 
other  lumber  and  manu- 
factured wood;  oak  bark, 
and  others  dyes;  naval 
stores,  tar,  pitch,  turpen- 
tine, pot  and  pearl  ashes,  4,711,007 

Of  all  manufactures  and 
other  articles  not  before 

mentioned,  4,183,299 

Domestic  produce,  94,280,865 

Of  gold  and  silver  coins,  1,283,519 

Whole  of  the  domestic  exports,  $95,564,414 

Of  goods,  wares,  &c.  of  fo- 
reign produce  exported 

from  the  United  States,  21,854,962 


Whole  exports,  $117,419,376 
navigation. 

American  tonnage. 

Entered  the  United  States,  1,299.720 

Cleared  from  the  U.  States,  1,266,622 

Foreign  tonnage. 

Entered  the  U.  States,  765,702 

Cleared  from  the  U.  States,  756.202 

(Here  follows  a very  long  and  elaborate  table  ol 
the  imports  ami  exports  of  the  several  stales,  for  the 
year  ending  September  30,  IS37,  and  the  iiumbei 
and  condition  of  all  the  banks  and  branches,  as  per 
reports,  near  January  1,  1337.  It  seems  to  have 
been  compiled  with  great  care.  We  cannot  find 
room  lor  it;  but  we  recommend  it  to  the  examina- 
tion of  the  lovers  of  statistics). 


An  incident  in  court.  The  Boston  Daily 
Advertiser  relates  the  following  incident,  as  hav- 
ing taken  place  in  the  course  of  a recent  trial  in 
that  city,  on  a policy  of  insurance:  The  suit  was 

against  the  Ocean  Insurance  Company. 

The  defendants  put  on  the  stand,  as  a witness, 
one  of  the  crew  of  the  Francis,  who  testified  to 
such  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  master,  at  the  time 
of  the  shipwreck,  as  amounted,  if  the  witness  was 
to  be  believed,  to  the  grossest,  as  well  as  the  most 
foolish  fraud.  Under  the  searching  cross-examina- 
tion of  Mr.  Bartlett,  however,  the  witness  did  not 
appear  remarkably  promising,  and  when  he  had 
closed  his  testimony,  Mr.  Webster  rose  amt  said 
that  the  witness  had  made  some  statements  on  the 
cross-examination  which  the  defendants  knew  to 
be  false.  The  witness  had  presented  himself  to 
the  defendants  a few  days  since,  saying  that  he  was 
one  of  the  crew,  and  they  naturally  wished  for  his 
testimony;  but  lie  had  made  some  statements  on 
the  stand  which  thpy  felt  bound  to  say  were  false, 
and  which,  if  unexplained,  must  entirely  destroy 
all  confidence  in  his  testimony.  For  his  part  he 


did  not  believe  a word  the  witness  said,  and  should 
throw  his  evidence  out  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Luring  thanked  the  learned  counsel  for  the 
honorable  course  he  had  taken.  It  relieved  the 
plaintiff’s  counsel  from  the  painful  necessity  of  re- 
butting such  evidence,  and  the  gentleman  might 
be  assured,  that  his  high  minded  course  would 
be  fully  reciprocated  during  the  trial.  Judge  Story 
also  expressed  his  gratification.  The  course  of 
the  counsel  fortlie  defendants  was  equally  honora- 
ble to  themselves  and  to  the  oflice  that  employed 
them.  The  witness  was  then  ordered  to  step  aside. 
During  the  preceding  remarks  his  countenance 
might  be  said  to  exhibit  the  different  colors  of  the 
rainbow.  When  leaving  the  stand  he  attempted  to 
laugh,  but  it  was  hard  work:  a “sigh  of  extra 
strength  with  the  chill  on!” 

A complimentary-  diploma.  We  yesterday 
examined  a very  beautiful  diploma,  engraved  in 
the  first  style  of  art  by  G.  G.  Smith  of  Boston, 
from  a design  by  Thomas  Boyd,  for  the  Massachu- 
setts Charitable  and  Mechanical  association.  We 
are  glad  to  learn  that  the  judges  and  members  of 
this  noble  institution  have  presented  one  of  then- 
splendid  certificates  to  Messrs.  Gaskill  & Copper, 
of  this  city,  as  a gratifying  proof  of  the  excellence 
of  a set  of  book  binder’s  stamps  and  side  plates 
sent  by  them  to  a late  public  exhibition  of  the  so- 
ciety, held  in  Boston.  [ Inquirer . 

Trade  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 
An  idea  of  the  immense  productive  wealth  of  the 
great  valley  of  the  Mississippi  may  be  formed  from 
the  annexed  table  of  articles  shipped  down  the  river 
during  ttie  year  1837,  which  we  take  from  the  Mem- 
phis Gazette.  It  is  compiled  from  authentic  sour- 
ces, and  the  aggregate  value  of  these  products  is 
estimated  at  $20,000,000. 

200.000  bales  of  cotton, 

40.000  hogsheads  tobacco, 

300.000  barrels  flour, 

150.000  barrels  pork, 

12.000  hogsheads  bacon, 

5.000  hogsheads  hams, 

50.000  cwt.  bulk  pork, 

200.000  kegs  lard, 

50,000  pieces  bagging, 

50.000  coils  rope, 

200.000  barrels  corn, 

400.000  bushels  corn, 

10.000  barrels  beef, 

300.000  pigs  lead, 

50.000  barrels  whiskey, 

100.000  barrels  coal, 

3.000  bales  buffalo  robes, 

20.000  bales  hay, 

. 2,000  packs  deer  skins, 

2.000  kegs  shot, 

500  bales  fur, 

2.000  tons  pis  iron, 

500  casks  flax  seed, 

400  barrels  linseed  oil, 

600.000  staves, 

25.000  hariels  apples, 

3.000  barrels  corn  meal, 

500  casks  cheese, 

2.000  barrels  cider, 

800  boxes  candles 

25.000  barrels  oats, 

15.000  barrels  potatoes. 

ARMY — OFFICIAL. 

General  Orders,  4 War  Department, 

No.  49.  > Adj't.  General's  Office, 

3 Washington,  Nor.  5,  1838. 

I.  To  enable  the  engineer  department  to  proceed 
with  the  repairs  of  Fort  Monroe,  with  the  greatest 
advantage  to  the  public  service,  the  troops  will 
be  withdrawn  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  anil 
the  post  at  once  be  delivered  over  to  the  charge  oi 
brevet  lieutenant  colonel  De  Russy.  The  ordnance 
department  will  continue  its  operations  at  Fort 
Monroe  as  heretofore.  All  the  public  property  at 
the  post  will  be  secured  by  the  proper  officers  of 
the  staff. 

II.  Brevet  captain  Green,  of  the  first  regiment 
of  artillery,  will  continue  for  the  present  on  duty  at 
Fort  Monroe,  who  will  take  charge  of  the  recruits 
sent  from  the  Baltimore  station,  and  such  soldiers 
as  may  not  be  able  to  join  their  companies. 

III.  Company  K,  3d  artillery,  will  proceed  to 
Florida  without  delay,  and  take  post  at  St.  Augus- 
tine, until  otherwise  directed  by  brig.  gen.  Taylor. 
Captain  Davidson  will  take  with  his  command  all 
the  recruits,  and  the  men  fit  for  duty  who  belong  to 
any  regiment  serving  in  Florida;  and  the  second 
lieutenants  there  on  duty  will  proceed  to  join  their 
respective  regiments  without  delay. 

IV.  Captain  Ringgold  having  been  instructed 
to  organize  and  equip  a company  of  light  artillery , 


in  conformity  with  the  act  of  1831,  at.  Carlisle  bar- 
racks, tile  men  detailed  from  the  1st  and  2d  regi- 
ments of  artillery  for  this  service  will  now  be 
dropped  from  the  rolls  of  their  respective  compa- 
nies, and  mustered  as  C company  of  the  3d  regi- 
ment. Captain  Ringgold’s  former  company,  now 
in  the  field,  will  bn  broken  up,  the  men  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  other  companies  of  the  regiment,  and 
the  subalterns  will  join  their  company  at  Carlisle, 
when  the  lieutenants  of  the  1st  and  2d  artillery  now 
on  duty  there  will  proceed  to  join  their  respective 
regiments. 

By  order:  Roger  Jones,  Adj.  Gen. 

The  Huzzas  of  Posterity.  The  following 
is  a beautiful  description  of  a thrilling  incident. 
What  countrymen  of  Washington  refuses  to  join 
the  shout  of  the  noble  boy? 

A little  boy,  near  Hagerstown  in  Maryland,  was 
one  day  pointing  out  to  me  a copse  of  trees  as  the 
place  where  Washington,  at  the  head  of  the  Vir- 
ginian Rangers  fought  a battle  long  before  the  rev- 
olution with  some  Indians  headed  by  French  from 
Fort  Duquesne,  now  Pittsburgh.  The  little  fellow 
had  some  balls  of  lead  which  had  been  fired  in  that 
battle,  chopped  from  the  centres  of  the  now  mas- 
sive and  aged  oaks.  I saw  the  sunbeam  of  some 
moral  emution  was  in  his  eyes,  and  1 asked  him 
further  of  Washington,  the  brave  youth  who  led  the 
Virginians  into  that  thicket  when  the  war-whoop 
shook  its  boughs,  and  the  rifle  rung  in  its  gloom. 
His  mind  seemed  to  glance  like  lightning  through 
the  illustrious  deeds  of  arms  in  which  Washington 
had  engaged,  and  settled  down  at  the  scene  of 
Yorktown.  He  told  me  of  one  circumstance  only. 
Said  he,  “when  the  British  troops  were  marched 
out  of  their  entrenchments  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
Washington  told  the  American  army,  ‘My  boys, 
let  there  be  no  insults  over  a conquered  foe!  when 
thev  lay  down  their  arms,  don’t  huzza;  posterity 
will  huzza  for  you!’” 

I could  have  hugged  the  little  boy  to  my  bosom. 
Although  he  had  not  been  able  to  read  more  than 
four  years,  yet  his  mind  had  drunk  deep  in  the 
moral  greatness  of  the  act  of  sparing  the  feelings 
ot  a fallen  foe.  I asked  him  what  it  was  that 
Washington  said  that  posterity  would  do?  He 
quickly  answered  huzza,  “Huzza,  then!”  said  I; 
and  he  sent  his  clear  wild  shout  into  the  battle 
wood,  and  I shouted  with  him,  “ Huzza  for  Wash- 
ington!” 

A legend  of  LOUISIANA.  We  copy  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  legend  from  the  Baton  Rouge 
Gazette: 

* * * * And  the  Canadian  boatmen, 

with  measured  step,  propelled  the  boat  with  their 
slender  poles  keeping  time  to  the  sad  and  melan- 
choly strain.  The  harmonious  songs  prolonged  and 
repeated  by  the  echoes  of  both  shores,  had  some- 
thing wild  and  solemn,  in  harmony  with  the  im- 
pression produced  by  the  sight  of  an  immense  river 
that  flows  solitary  and  majestic  amidst  a world  of 
forests. 

We  glided  with  rapidity  along  the  foot  of  several 
hills  that  approached  and  receded  from  the  left 
shore  of  the  Mississippi,  as  ifa  wayward  being  had 
capriciously  presided  at  their  creation. 

Suddenly  the  patron,  with  an  ominous  voice  cried 
out,  silence!  we  are  approaching  the  Baton  Rouge. 
And  as  if  a terrible,  imminent  danger  had  suddenly 
burst  upon  their  sight,  the  boatmen  in  silence  light- 
ly walked  along  the  edge  of  the  boat,  and  with  re- 
doubled efforts  endeavored  to  increase  our  speed; 
while  with  precaution  they  raised  their  poles  per- 
pendicularly, so  as  to  make  no  noise.  The  patron 
took  the  helm  in  hand,  and  directed  ourcour.se  from 
the  shore.  Soon  we  perceived  the  entrance  of  a 
bayou  that  loses  itself  between  two  hills,  overshad- 
ed with  branching  oaks,  lofty  elms,  and  the  tupula, 
with  its  rounded  leaves. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  bayou  appeared  a small 
mound  of  gray  sand,  from  the  summit  of  which  rose, 
like  a threatening  spectre,  a post  stained  with  a 
dark  red  color.  The  sight  of  it  sickened  me.  I 
felt  as  if  some  frightful,  horrible  mystery  was  hid- 
den under  this  repulsive  color,  which  acted  like  an 
plectric  shock  upon  my  nprves. 

This  said  the  patron;  is  the  red  stick,  ( la  Baton 
Rouge) 

Wfl!  what  means  this  post?  Why  do  you  turn 
pale  while  looking  at  it? 

Listen:  Last  summer  the  keel  boat  Bienville  left 
fort  Duquesne,  where  flows  the  beautiful  Ohio,  to 
convey  to  Biloxi  an  officer  and  his  family,  who  was 
recalled  to  France.  The  passage  was  fortunate  till 
the  entrance  of  this  bayou,  whose  shaded  banks  in- 
vited the  passengers,  benumbed  by  a long  stay  in 
an  incommodious  boat,  to  go  ashore  to  take  exor- 
cise. The  officer,  his  lady,  and  their  two  children 
wereoftheuumber.  They  advanced  leisurly  along. 
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the  shady  and  silent  bank  of  the  Bayou.  One  of 
the  children,  a young  girl  aged  about  twelve  years, 
wandered  from  her  parents  and  cliraed  the  hill 
which  you  pei'ceive  on  your  right,  and  suddenly 
screamed  the — Indians! — they  are  dragging  me 
away.  The  unfortunate  father  ran  towards  his 
daughter,  but  scarcely  had  he  appeared  on  the  sum- 
mit°ere  he  i'eil  pierced  with  twenty  arrows.  Fly! 
cried  he  to  his  wife,  fly!  but  the  affectionate  mother 
rendered  motionless  from  grief,  could  only  press 
her  young  son  to  her  heart,  and  faintly  murmured, 
save  my  children!  The  feeble  sounds  died  away, 
but  the  air  had  vibrated,  and  the  Indian’s  practiced 
ear  had  caught  them.  The  murdeions  arrow,  for- 
tunately, perhaps  ended  the  sorrows  and  the  life  of 
the  mother  and  her  boy. 

Immediately  after,  tile  Indians  appeared  at  the 
entrance  of  the  bayou,  their  numbers,  their  terrible 
aspect,  their  shout  and  war-whoop,  intimidated  the 
crew  of  the  boat,  which  put  off  from  shore  after  fir- 
ing a few  ineffectual  shots.  There,  in  sight  of  the 
boat,  the  ferocious  savages  stripped  the  bark  from 
a young  elm, ..and  dipping  their  hands  in  the  reek- 
ing breasts  of  their  victims,  besmeared  it  with  blood 
and  planted  it  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  to  warn 
tlpe  French  who  might  approach  the  false  spot,  to 
begone,  or  death  awaits  them. 


COUNT  DE  SURVELLIERS— OR  JOSEPH 
BONAPARTE. 

This  distinguished  individual  has  now  resided  in 
this  country  upwards  of  twenty  years,  and  probably 
no  person  ever  resided  here  so  long'  a period,  from  a 
foreign  country;  that  has  made  more  friends  orlnade 
himself  more  esteemed.  He  was  always  called  by 
Napoleon  a good  man,  and  he  has  proved  himself 
emphatically  so  here.  He  is  known  in  the  whole 
neighborhood  where  he  resides  for  his  great  benevo- 
lence and  kindness.  Few  men  have  passed  through 
greater  vicissitudes — for  as  early  as  1S01,  when  his 
brother  was  First  Consul  of  France,  Joseph  was 
distinguished  for  his  learning  and  general  informa- 
tion. In  the  winter  of  1800,  when  the  great  battle 
was  fought  at  Hoenlinden  between  the  French  army 
(under  General  Moreau,  and  subordinate  generals, 
Ney,  Grouchy  and  others,)  and  the  army  of  Austria, 
in  which  'the  latter  lost  ten  thousand  prisoners  and 
an  immense  number  of  killed,  Joseph  Bonaparte,  the 
present  count,  negotiated  a treaty  of  peace,  which 
lie  signed  on  the  part  of  Fiance.  In  that  treaty, 
Austria  surrendered  ail  the  territory  on  the  left  hank 
of  the  Rhine,  making  tiiat  river  the  boundary  of 
France;  and  it  is  a remarkable  fact  that  during  ali 
the  negotiations  of  Napoleon  with  the  allies,  during 
his  reverses,  he  ever  contended  that  this  was  tile  na- 
tional, as  well  as  the  rightful  boundary  of  France. 
This  treaty  was  the  first  that  was  made  after  Napo- 
leon became  ruler  of  France;  and  was  considered  at 
the  time,  as  one  that  was  highly  creditable  to  the 
talents  of  Joseph,  as  an  able  negotiator. 

Napoleon  had  the  highest  opinion  of  the  judgment 
and  wisdom  of  his  brother  Joseph,  who  was  always 
distinguished,  and  always  held  the  highest  trusts  of 
confidence.  He  was  king  of  Naples,  and  king  of 
Spain;  and  at  the  last  struggle  of  tire  French  arms, 
was  entrusted  with  the  government  of  France,  du- 
ring the  absence  of  Napoleon.  Since  his  residence 
in  this  country,  lie  has  lived  a most  retired  and  un- 
impeachable life,  at  his  farm  at  Bordentown,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Delaware.  Here  he  has  erected  a most 
costly  mansion  and  various  outhouses,  and  has  en- 
closed nearly  a thousand  acres,  principally  in  one 
magnificent  park. 

The  count  occupies  a portion  of  his  time  in  over- 
seeing bis  grounds  and  in  study.  Few  men  have  a 
better  selected  library  and  fewer  still  are  more  devo- 
ted to  literature  and  the  fine  arts.  The  count  is  a 
perfect  gentleman,  and  is  proverbial  for  his  ease  and 
suavity  of  manners.  When  travelling  he  conforms 
to  ail  the  regulations  prescribed  for  others.  We  re- 
collect an  adventure  that  will  illustrate  his  character. 
During  the  yellow  fever  in  1819,  the  count  reached 
the  city  at  midnight,  having  been  detained  on  the 
road  by  some  accident.  He  stopped.at  his  then  usu- 
al quarters,  Washington  Hall  in  Broadway.  Every 
bed  in  the.  house  was  occupied.  The  landlord  in- 
sisted on  giving  up  his  ojvn  room  for  his  accommo- 
dation, but  the  count  apologising  lor  his  necessity  of 
appearing  at  so  late  an  hour,  refused  to  disturb  any 
person,  and  sat  up  all  night  in  the  bar  room,  until 
some  of  the  boarders  left  in  the  morning  boats,  by 
which  means  he  was  provided  with  rooms. 

The  count  arrived  li&ra  about  two  weeks  since,  in 
the  packet  ship  Philadelphia,  captain  Morgan,  the 
ship  and  captain  of  which,  appear  to  be  his  favorites, 
as  this  is  the  second  passage  he  has  made  in  her — 
He  was  not  permitted  to  land  on  the  continent. 
England  has  therefore  been  his  residence,  but  he  lias 
returned  to  his  farm  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  ex- 
cellent health. 


NORTH  OF  ENGLAND  SHIPPING  COMPA- 
NIES. . 

The  first  company  established  in  the  port  of 
Stockton  was  called  the  union  shipping  company. 
It  was  formed  in  1822,  and  at  its  commencement 
the  capital  was  small,  but  it  is  now  £ 12,000.  This  , 
company  has  paid  50  per  cent,  for  three  years  end- 
ing December  1885,  being  on  an  average  16^-  per 
cent,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  a vessel  which  has 
been  replaced.  She  second  was  established  in 
1884,  and  called  Ihe  commercial  shipping  compa- 
ny, and  ip  a note  from  the  manager,  dated  January, 
20th,  1835,  the  following  passage  occurs: — “The 
committee  have  great  pleasure  in  stating  to  the 
proprietors  that  the  profits  have  exceeded  their  ex- 
pectations. The  amount  of  the  subscribed  capital 
is  £2,925,  whereof  £2, 015,  has  been  invested  in 
three  vessels,  which  have  made  fourteen  voyages, 
and  cleared  the  sum  of  £454.  11.  5.,  being  at  the 
rate  of  21  per  cent,  for  the  time  they  have  been  em- 
ployed, averaging  about  five  months.”  Since  this 
note  was  Written  the  capital  has  increasee  to 
£12,000.  The  third  was  established  in  the  year 
1S34,  and  called  the  general  shipping  company. 
This  was  commenced  with  a small  capital,  which 
has  been  increased  to  £20,000.  and  31  per  cent, 
has  been  paid  from  the  commencement  to  January, 
1830.  .The  fourth  was  also  established  in  1834,  and 
called  the  North  York  and  South  Durham:  and  at  a 
meeting  of  the  shareholders,  held  on  the  2d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1836,  a report  was  presented  by  the  directors, 
together  with  an  abstract  of  the  accounts  by  the  au- 
ditor.;, exhibing  a nett  profit  of  £1,692.  10.8.  upon 
the  past  year.  A resolution  was  then  passed  as  fol- 
lows: “That  the  abstract  of  the  account  presented 

by  the  auditors  be  recieved  and  adopted,  and  that 
a divided  of  15  per  cent;  be  declared,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  profits  within  one  month;  and  that  the  further 
sum  of  £342.  10.8.  (being  about  four  per  cent.) 
be  reserved  towards  forming  a guarantee  fund.” 
It  will  be  perceived  lhat  at  this  date  these  compa- 
nies were  scarcely  formed,  and  yet  each  of  them 
had  paid  about  17  to  21§  per  cent.;  in  fact,  the  com- 
mercial company  paid  about  21 A per  cent,  on  an 
employment  of  the  vessels  for  five  months.  From 
the  accounts  since  published  by  these  companies, 
it  apDears  that  they  have  been  most-prosperous  and 
are  likely  to  continue  so,  having  paid  large  divi- 
dends and  laid  by  guarantee  funds. 


SOUTH  AMERICA. 

The  recent  intelligence  from  South  America  is 
of  an  interesting  character.  As  the  interior  wars  of 
this  country  have  continued,  with  little  inteimis- 
sion  for  several  years,  our  readers  may  have  lost 
sight  of  the  history  of  the  present  difficulty.  We 
will,  as  briefly  as  possible,  explain  it. 

In  tbeyear  1830,  Gamarra  was  president  of  flower 
Peru.  This  was  formerly  a portion  of  Peru  proper, 
which  was  divided  by  Bolivar  in  1825,  after  he 
had  taken  the  castles  of  Callao,  and  separating  the 
upper  portion,  called  it  Bolivia.  At  the  same  time 
he  separated  the  provinces  of  Guaiquil  and  Pasto, 
and  attached  them  to  Columbia.  Gamarra  had  de- 
posed Lamar,  and  sent  him  into  Central  America, 
where  he  subsequently  died.  In  his  turn,  Gamarra 
was  also  deposed  and  fled  to  Chili.  After  this,  we 
forget  til e exact  date,  Obregoza  became  president 
ot  Peru.  General  Salivary,  commander  of  the 
castles  of  Callao,  raised  a conspiracy  against  him, 
and  succeeded  in  making  himself  master  of  Lima, 
the  capital.  Alter  his  expulsion  from  the  presi- 
dency, Obregoza  fled  to  Bolivia,  of  which  Santa 
Cruz  was  then,  and  had  been  for  ten  years,  presi- 
dent, and  was  pursued  by  Salavary  with  an  army. 
Santa  Cruz,  taking  sides  with  the  former,  met 
Salivary  in  a pitched  battle,  defeated  him,  and  took 
a number  of  prisoners,  among  them  Salavary  him- 
self. He,  with  seventy  officers,  was  shof,  and 
Obregoza  reinstated.  It  was  then  agreed  that  the 
two  parts  of  ancient  Peru  should  be  re-united, 
having  a general  government  like  our  own,  but  still 
constituting  three  separate  states  for  local  legisla- 
tion— Upper  Peru  being  one  state,  and  Lower  Peru 
two. 

At  this  period,  .Buenos  Ayres  on  the  east,  and 
Chili  on  the  west,  became  jealous  of  the  increased 
power  of  Peru;  arid  the  latter,  especially  incited  by 
the  expelled  usurper,  Gamarra,  declared  war  against 
the  new  government.  In  the  first  engagement, 
when  the  Chilians  had  invaded  Peru,  they  were 
taken  prisoners,  to  the  number  of  five  thousand,  by 
Santa  Cruz,  and  allowed,  on  condition  that  the 
war  should  end,  to  return  to  Ctiili.  Their  govern- 
ment, however,  would  not  admit  the  treaty  which 
their  general  had  made,  and,  when  it  was  least  ex- 
pected, took  several  vessels  of  war  belonging  to 
Peru.  Meanwhile,  Obregoza  became  averse  to 
Santa  Cruz,  and  separated  from  him,  holding  the 
northern  part  of  Lower  Peru  as  wholly  independent. 


This  brings  our  account  up  to  the  present  period; 
and  here  recapitulate  the  intelligence  published  yes- 
terday. The  Bolivian  troops,  with  two  thousand 
Peruvians,  left  Lima,  under  general  Moran,  on  the 
27th  ol  July,  and  Nieto  and  Obregoza  entered  the 
city,  when  the  constitution  of  1835  was  declared, 
and  the  latter  appointed  provisional  director.  On 
the  8th  of  August,  the  Chilians,  numbering  five 
thousand  men,  landed  at  Ancon.  They  demanded 
twenty  millions  of  dollars,  which  being  refused, 
they  advanced  and  took  Callao  and  Lima.  Gamarra 
was  then  proclaimed  president,  and  Obregoza  fled  to 
the  mountains. 

The  demand  of  the  Chilians  for  twenty  millions 
of  dollars  could  not  have  been  acceded  to.  The 
mines  of  Potosi  and  the  Cerro  de  Pasco  do  not  yield 
more  than  this  sum  in  three  years.  The  probability 
of  the  termination  of  the  war  is,  that  Santa  Cruz 
will  drive  the  invaders  from  Lima,  and  re-establish 
the  native  population  in  their  own  government.  It 
is  not  probable  that  Obregoza  w ill  side  with  the 
Chilians.  He  would  rather  assist  Santa  Cruz,  who, 
at  the  last  dates,  we  may  suppose  was  in  the  valley 
of  Pisco,  three  days  march  from  Lima,  at  the  head 
of  eight  thousand  troops.  Altogether,  he  has  the 
most  experienced  officers  in  the  South  American 
Annies,  among  whom  are  generals  Miiler  and 
Nicocheri,  well  known  for  their  abilities  and  ex- 
ploits in  the  wars  of  that  country,  and  especially  in 
the  battles  of  Juan  and  Ayacocha.  [Nat.  Guz. 


STEAMBOAT  LAW. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
adopted  by  quite  a large  meeting  of  steamboat 
owner’s  officers,  &c.  held  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on 
the  4th  of  October  ult.  , 

Whereas  Congress,  at  its  last  session,  passed  an 
act  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  running  of 
steamboats  on  all  the  waters  within  the  boundaries, 
of  the  United  States,  so  as  better  to  insure  the  safe- 
ty of  life  and  property;  and  whereas,  all  laws  ema- 
nating from  so  high  a source,  whatever  be  their 
features,  deserve  at  least  the  attention  and  respect 
of  all  good  citizens — even  while  some  of  these 
laws  contain  errors  which  community  cannot  sanc- 
tion— still,  while  attempting  to  amend  them  peace- 
ably and  legally’,  they  call  for  and  should  receive, 
in  the  meantime,  implicit  obedience.  Deeply  im- 
pressed with  ail  proper  respect  for  the  professed 
motives  that  induced  the  passage  of  this  law  of 
congress,  relating  to  steam  navigation,  and  believ- 
ing, with  those  who  framed  the  law,  that  a most 
unnecessary  and  unrighteous  destruction  of  life  and 
property  has  frequently  occurred  from  this  cause 
on  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and,  therefore, 
that  on  the  subject,  legislation  to  some  extent  was 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  community  at  large; 
yet,  believing  that  an  intimate  acquaintance  with, 
and  a deep  consideration  and  investigation  of  the 
subject  of  steam  navigation,  could  Hardly  be  said  to 
have  taken  place  by  the  members  of  Congress  who 
passed  the  law;  and  further,  believing  that  the  law 
itself  contains  errors  so  great  and  numerous,  that 
they  go  far  to  induce  cominunit}’  to  took  upon  the 
whole  of  ti  as  a mass  of  absurdity,  unworthy  of  no- 
tice or  respect;  therefore,  with  these  views  and 
feelings,  we,  persons  running  or  owning  steam- 
boats,"or  concerned  directly  or  indirectly  in  steam 
navigation,  and,  in  consequence,  being  liable  to  be 
immediately  affected  by  said  law,  eiiher  for  good 
or  evil,  deem  it  a duty  we  owe  ourselves,  as  well 
as  the  community,  to  express  our  opinions  freely 
concerning  its  practical  operations — by  this  meet- 
ing be  if,  therefore, 

Resolved , That  although  the  motives  of  ccmgftss 
in  passing  the  law  relating  to  steam  navigation 
were  good,  and  deserve  the  admiration  and  respect 
of  the  community  at  large,  yet  the  praclieal  utility 
of  the  law,  taken  as  a whole,  as  it  passed,  is  a mat- 
ter of  questionable  character  to  this  meeting — 

First.  Because  an  intimate  and  proper  acquain- 
tance wiih  the  subject  of  steam  navigation  does  not, 
from  the  law  it.Scif,  appear  to  have  existed  with 
congress  at  the  passage  of  the  law. 

Secondly.  Because  there  are  portions  of  the  law 
which  are  in  themselves  impracticable  to  steam- 
boats navigating  the  western  waters,  and  that  if  at- 
tempted to  be  observed,  would  place  life  and  pro- 
perty in  more  imminent  peril  than  ever  before  ex- 
isted on  those  waters:  viz.  that  portion  of  section 
9th,  which  imposes  on  all  boats  the  use  of  iron  rods 
or  chains,  instead  of  wheel  or  tiller*  ropes,  under  a 
penalty  of  three  hundred  dollars,  and  all  of  section 
10th  that  refers  to  the  carrying  of  signal  lights. 

Resolved , That  however  well  rods  or  chains  may 
be  adapted  to  (he  steering  of  steamers  navigating 
the  lakes  or  seas,  the  whole  experience  ot  steam 
navigation,  on  the  western  waters  of  the  United 
States,  proves  conclusively  they  cannot  there  be 
used  with  any  degree  of  safety. 
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Resolved.,  That  by  the  plain  reading  and  sense  of: 
section  9,  wo  finely  believe  that  tiie  iron  rods  and 
chains,  referred  to  in  said  section,  apply  only  to 
steamboats  navigating  the  lakes  and  seas,  and  not 
to  boats  navigating  the  rivers  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  so  far  as  the  .knowledge  of  this 
meeting  extends,  every  steamboat  on  the  western 
waters,  that  has  yet  attempted  to  use  iron  rods  or 
chains,  has  been  tbrced  for  her  own  safety,  as  well 
as  for  the  safety  of  the  passengers  and  freights  she 
carried,  to  abandon  them,  and  adopt  ‘wheel  or  til- 
ler ropes.’ 

Resolved,  That  thus  having  the  dangerous  and 
futile  experiment  of ‘iron  rods  or  chains’,  as  means 
to  steer  by,  tally  demonstrated  in  the  history  of 
steam  navigation  on  the  western  waters,  we  will 
not  use  them  on  ourboats,  nor  countenance  or  ap- 
prove of  their  use  on  others. 

Resolved,  That  with  all  proper  respect  for  the 
‘law  of  congress  in  relation  to  steamboats,  entitled 
‘An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of  the 
lives  of  passengers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  steam,  we  would  urgently  re- 
monstrate against  that  portion  of  sec.  9th  of  said 
law  in  particular,  referring  to  iron  rods  or  chains 
instead  of  wheel  or  tiller  ropes. 

Resolved,  That  section  7th  and  section  1 Oth  of 
said  law  are  framed  so  lamely  and  obscurely  as  to 
be  almost  unintelligible  to  community,  or  if  inter- 
preted as  read,  approach  near  to  absurdity. 

Resolved.,  That  this  meeting  recommend  to  the 
ensuing  congress  a careful  supervision  and  amend- 
ment of  the  whole  law  relating  to  steamboats,  and 
particularly  of  such  sections  above  refered  to  as  are 
deemed  impracticable  or  incomprehensible. 

On  motion  of  capt.  J.  Green,  a committee  of  se- 
ven was  appointed  to  draw  up  and  cause  to  be 
published,  in  relation  to  steam  navigation,  a re- 
monstrance to  congress  against  the  operation,  of 
the  present  law  relating  to  this  subject,  and  to 
correspond  with  any  persons  or  committees 
known  to  be  interested  in  this  subject  in  any  of  our 
western  ports.  The  committee  consists  of  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen:  eapts.  James  Hosea,  jr.,  Heart, 
Phillips,  Fitzgerald  and  Halderman. 

On  motion,  a committee  of  four,  consisting  of 
capt.  Ross,  capt.  Cheat,  president  and  secretary, 
were  appointed  to  have  the  proceeding  of  this  meet- 
ing published  in  all  the  papers  of  the  city. 

The  steamboat  Ouachita,  on  a late  trip  from 
New  Orleans  to  Mobile,  was  seized  at  the  latter 
port  for  a violation  of  the  act  regulating  steamboats. 
In  reference  to  this  and  other  instances  of  the,  sort, 
the  Mobile  Examiner  says: 

“Nearly  all  of  the  boats  which  run  to  the  interior 
are  under  condemnation;  and  all  those  to  New  Or- 
leans are  in  the  same  predicament.  It  is  certainly 
inconvenient  for  the  present,  but  who  can  regret  it, 
when  such  a momentous  end  a9  the  preservation  of 
life  is  to  be  attained  by  it?  As  soon  as  they  shall 
commence  running,  steamboat  travelling  will  be  as 
safe  as  sleeping  in  one’s  bed.  The  only  persons 
likely  to  sutler  by  this  provoking  security  are  the 
newsmongers.  There  will  now  be  no  heart-rend- 
ing descriptions  of  mangled  limb3  flying  hither  and 
thither  through  the  air,  no  more  shrieks  of  the 
dying  and  seared;  no  more  scenes  of  courtship 
enacted  at  sea  with  only  a thin  plank  between  the 
heaven  of  matrimony  and  the  deep,  deep  sea— no 
more — in  short,  ‘Othello’s  occupation’s  gone;’  and 
we  shall  have  to  ‘get  up’  some  new  method  of  do- 
ing the  horrible,  and  making  our  reader’s  hair  stand 
on  an  end. 

LATE  FROM  FLORIDA. 

From  the  Daily  Georgian,  Nov.  8. 

By  the  steamer  New  York,  captain  Wright,  ar- 
rived yesterday  from  Garay’s  Ferry,  we  have  re- 
ceived the  following  from  our  attentive  correspon- 
dent: 

Fort  Hirtlee,  (E.  F.)  Oct,  30. 

Mr.  Editor:  Accompanying  this,  I send  you  a 

copy  of  a general  order,  announcing  the  disposition 
ol  the  troops  for  the  approaching  campaign,  and  ex- 
tracts from  letters  received  from  two  officers  of  great 
intelligence. 

Although  general  Taylor  feels  very  confident  that 
he  can  brin  c the  war  to  a cluse  by  negotiation,  yet 
he  is  unwilling  to  trust  the  wily  savage;  and  his  ar- 
rangements are  being  made  with  a view  to  avail 
himself  ot  the  assistance  of  force,  should  it  be  found 
necessary. 

A letter  from  a friend  at  Tampa  bay  is  received, 
giving  the  best  news  ever  yet  received,  and  his  au- 
thority is  of  tile  highest  value.  lie  says:  “A  num- 
ber ol  Tallaha<3ees  and  Seminoles  proper  are  here; 
from  17i)  to  200.  in  families.  Among  them  is 
Eucneesthlocko-Einathlu,  the  prime  minister  of  the 
Tailahassees,]  and  the  family  of  Echo-Emathla, 


king  of  that  band.  Several  minor  chiefs  are 
here;  and  a principal  sub-chief  of  the  Micka- 
sukies,  named  Coosa- Tnstenuggee,  was  recently 
in,  and  gave  a very  reasonable  and  favorable 
talk.  He  has  since  sent  in  a runner  to  say  that  by 
the  fall  of  this  moon  he  will  he  in,  with  a number  of 
his  people,  not  to  go  out  again.  Sam  Jones  is  very 
sick,  and  perhaps,  by  Ibis  time,  dead,  and,  with  his 
peopl  >,  on  his  way  to  this  place,  (Tampa.)  He  sent 
in  a runner  to  Colza,  (Alligator’s  step  son,)  to  say, 
that  he  would  make  a large  lire  down  the  bay,  when 
Cotza  must  go  out  and  meet  him,  and  then 
escort  him  in  here.  Should  Sam  Jones  come 
in,  or  die,  the  long  agony  is  over.  You  perhaps 
know  that  I have  never  been  sanguine;  perhaps  less 
so  than  any  officer  in  Florida;  but  I now  think  mat- 
ters more  favorable  than  they  have  ever  been  before, 
arid  I confidently  expect  to  see  most  of  all  those  now 
out  on  board  ship,  perhaps  earlier  than  March  or 
April.” 

The  above  is  highly  gratifying  to  general  Taylor, 
and  confirms  all  his  favorable  anticipations  of  the 
early  settlement  of  this  infernal  war.  He  has  suc- 
ceeded in  shipping  every  one  ol'  the  Appallachicola 
Indians,  (about  280,  say  90  warriors;)  and  this  is  a 
most  important  point  gained.  It  will  have  a strong 
influence  on  the  main  point.  General  Taylor’s 
grand  talk,  according  to  all  his  arrangemnnts,  is  to 
take  place  at  Tamba  bay  on  the  6th  of  November. 

Head-quarters,  army  of  the  South, 
Fort  Hadlee,  (E.  F.)  Oct.  30,  1838. 
Order  No.  68. 

The  season  for  active  operations  having  arrived, 
the  troops  serving  in  Florida  will  be  disposed  of  as 
follows,  viz. 

1st.  The  ten  companies  of  the  4th  regiment  of 
artillery,  six  companies  of  dragoons,  and  Smith’s  and 
Miclder’s  companies  of  Florida  militia,  are  placed 
under  the  immediate  command  of  col.  Twiggs,  who, 
after  leaving  suitable  garrisons  at  Biack  Creek,  St. 
Augustine,  Fort  Peyton,  New  Smyrna,  Forts  King, 
Mellon,  Micanopy,  Picolata,  Hanson,  Walker,  and 
Harllee,  will  penetrate  the  country  between  the  St. 
John’s  and  the  Atlantic,  from  St.  Augustine  to  New 
Smyrna,  causing  a complete  survey  to  be  made  of 
the  region  designated.  The  swamps  and  hammocks 
wiil  be  accurately  laid  down,  and  the  latter  checkered 
with  roads,  wherever  necessary,  to  prevent  the  ene- 
my from  locating  his  women  and  children  within 
them.  He  will  also  establish  such  military  posts  as 
may  serve  to  overawe  and  drive  the  hostiles  from  the 
countiy,  and  give  protection  to  our  frontier  settle- 
ments. 

2d.  Brevet  col.  Davenport,  with  four  companies  of 
The  1st  regiment  of  infantry,  and  one  company  of  the 
2d  dragoons,  to  be  designated  by  the  colonel  of  that 
regiment,  will  proceed,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  re- 
occupy Fort  Clinch,  on  the  Withlacoochee  river. 
He  will  employ  that  command  in  scouring  the  coun- 
try between  that  river  and  the  Suwannee,  on  the 
margin  of  the  gulf,  particularly  along  the  region  of 
the  VVacarsassa.  lie  will  have  a complete  survey 
made  of  the  theatre  of  his  operations,  penetrating 
such  hammocks  as  may  require  it  with  roads,  and 
establishing  such  small  posts  as  may  be  necessary  to 
drive  the  Indians  from  that  portion  of  the  territory, 
and  to  prevent  their  returning  to  it. 

3d.  The  posts  of  Fort  White  and  Fanning  are 
also  to  be  placed  under  the  command  of  col.  Daven- 
port. * 

The  troops  in  Middle  Florida,  including  the  6th 
regiment  of  infantry,  and  one  company  of  the  2d  in- 
fantry at  Charles’  Ferry,  are  placed  under  the  orders 
of  lieut.  col.  Green,  who  has  already  received  in- 
structions relative  thereto. 

4th.  The  three  commands,  above  indicated,  are 
separate  and  distinct,  and  they  will  report  direct  to 
general  head-quarters. 

5th.  Capt.  Mackay  and  lieut.  Gunnison,  of  the 
topographical  engineers,  will  report  to  col..  Twiggs, 
and  receive  his  orders.  Lieut.  Blake,  of  that  corps, 
will  in  like  manner  report  to  col.  Davenport,  and 
lieut.  McLean  to  the  officer  commanding  on  the 
Okefenoke,  for  duty  connected  with  that  department. 
Copies  of  all  draughts  made  by  the  several  officers  of 
topographical  corps  will  be  forwarded  to  the  chief  of 
that  corps,  and  also  lo  these  head-quarters. 

■ 6th.  Surgeon  DeCamp,  senior  surgeon  in  Florida, 
and  medical  director  on  the  east  side  of  the  peninsu- 
la, is  assigned  lo  duty  with  col.  Twiggs,  and  will 
designate  the  several  medical  officers  within  the 
limits  of  his  command,  as  well  as  those  around  the 
Okefenoke,  to  the  stations  they  are  to  occupy. — 
Surgeon  Wood,  medical  director  on  the  west  side, 
will  in  like  manner  assign  the  medical  officers  to 
their  stations  on  that  side;  and  also  those  serving  on 
the  gulf  with  col.  Davenport,  and  with  col.  Green 
in  Middle  Florida. 

7th.  The  commissariat  will  supply  the  necessary 
subsistence  from  the  various  deposits  at  Tampa  Bay, 


Garey’s  Ferry,  and  such  other  points  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary. 

8th.  The  senior  quarter- master  (o  Florida  will  as- 
sign to  the  several  columns  such  quarter-masters  as 
he  may  deem  necessary  for  Ihe  objects  in  view,  and 
will  luriiish  the  transportation,  tools,  forage,  guides, 
&c.  'Which  may  be  required  to  carry  into  ellect  the 
duties  above  designated. 

By  order  of  brig.  gen.  Taylor: 

J.  H.  LA  MOTTE, 
Captain  and  assistant  adjutant  general. 


LATE  FROM  ENGLAND. 

By  Hie  arrival  of  the  packet  ship  Oxford,  from  Li- 
verpool at  New  York,  on  Saturday  evening,  we  have 
Liverpool  dates  to  October  9th  and  London  to  the 
8th.  The  news  is  not  particularly  important,  and 
the  whole  is  embraced  in  the  following: 

Great  fire  in  Liverpool.  A most  destructive  fire 
broke  out  in  Liverpool,  on  the  night  of  Friday,  the 
5th  ult.  in  the  second  tier  of  warehouses  near  great 
Howard  street,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Davies  & Co. 
It  extended  towards  Prince’s  dock,  and  damaged  and 
destroyed  several  thousand  bales  of  cotton.  Among 
tiie  sufferers  are  Messrs.  Highfield  & Birch;  Rig- 
by & Coston.  About  12  o’clock  at  night,  the  front 
of  the  principal  warehouse  fell  in  with  a tremendous 
crash.  By  seven  o’clock  on  the  following  morning, 
it  was  supposed  that  the  fire  was  extinguished;  but 
it  once  more  broke  out  with  incredible  fury  near  a 
shed  of  Messrs.  Win.  and  James  Brown,  owing  to  a 
quantity  of  olive  oil,  saltpetre,  and  other  combusti- 
bles having  ignited  with  the  intense  heat.  Two 
dreadful  explosions  of  the  saltpetre  look  place,  both 
of  which  were  heard  for  several  miles,  and  sent  forth 
eruptions  of  blazing  cotton  over  all  the  adjacent 
parts  of  the  town.  * Fortunately  no  lives  were  lost 
in  these  explosions,  which  are  described  as  being 
grand  and  terrible  beyond  description.  We  lament 
to  add,  however,  that  before  the  flames  were  subdued 
two  men  perished — one  in  attempting  to  save  some 
pigs. 

The  rigging  of  some  ships  in  the  dock  caught  fire 
during  the  second  explosion,  but  the  vessels  weie 
saved.  Much  cotton  was  burnt  in  tiie  shed  of 
Messrs.  W.  & J.  Brown,  that  we  have  mentioned, 
and  the  contents  of  a second  shed  were  also  injured. 
Some  ware-rooms  filled  with  spices  were  destroyed. 
The  total  damage  of  the  fire  is  estimated  at  JS100,- 
000.  Tiie  fire  police  exerted  themselves  nobly — 
such  was  the  fury  of  the  explosion,  that  parts  of 
bales,  and  even  whole  bales  of  cotton  were  blown 
considerable  distances.  The  papers  say  it  is  the 
largest  lire  ever  remembered  in  Liverpool.  The  Li- 
verpool Albion  concludes  an  account  of  two  columns 
with  this  language: 

“The  scene  presented  by  the  neighborhood, during 
what  may  be  justly  styled  the  second  conflagration, 
was  painful  in  the  extreme.  All  the  streets,  which 
ran  down  with  water,  were  filled  with  produce,  par- 
tially burnt,  while  hundreds  of  porters  were  en- 
gaged in  conveying  merchandise  from  the  ware- 
houses which  threatened  with,  or  were  deemed  in 
danger  of  catching  fire.  The  inhabitants  of  Hill 
street,  and  the  top  of  Robert  street,  who  had  not 
entirely  removed  their  furniture  in  the  night,  no 
sooner  saw  Messrs.  Brown’s  shed  on  fire  than  they 
removed  nearly  every  article  remaining  in  their 
houses.  The  houses  in  Great  Howard  street,  be- 
tween Robert  street  and  Denison  street,  had  been 
emptied  in  the  course  of  the  night;  while  the  poor 
people  in  the  latter  street,  particularly  at  the  upper 
part,  against  which  the  burning  warehouses  abut- 
ted, followed  the  example  of  their  neighbors.  The 
consequence  was,  that  crowds  of  men,  women  and 
children  were  compelled  to  pass  the  night  in  file 
streets.  We  need  scarcely  say  that  the  furniture 
thus  removed  siift'ered  almost  as  much  injury  as  if 
it  had  been  exposed  to  the  chances  of  fire. 

The  fresh  outbreak  of  the  flames,  about  nine 
o’clock,  renewed  the  apprehension  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Denison  street,  who  from  top  to  bottom, 
and  on  both  sides  were  busily  employed,  during  llie 
progress  of  the  fire  in  removing  their  furniture. — 
Even  the  dwellers  in  Gibralter  row  were  not  free 
from  apprehension,  and  many  of  them  removed 
their  goods.  All  the  space  in  the  vicinity  supposed 
to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  the  flames,  was  covered 
with  merchandise  and  furniture.” 

Spain.  The  retreat  of  Estarpero  from  Estella 
has  been  followed  by  other  disasters.  The  Carlists 
passed  the  Ebro,  and  sacked  the  town  of  Amedo, 
some  distance  south  of  the  river,  carrying  off  all 
the  respectable  females  of  the  place.  Aliax  also 
was  surprised  and  defeated  by  another  body  of  Car- 
lists.  Since  these  defeats,  more  energy  has  been 
displayed  by  the  queen’s  officers,  and  the  pretend- 
er’s forces  have  been  checked  in  their  progress. 

Russia  and  Circassia.  The  Circassians  have  ob- 
tained another  advantage  over  the  Russians.  They 
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surprised  a party  and  took  50  pieces  of  cannon  and 
killed  200  men.  The  commander,  captain  Mili- 
zine,  made  his  escape  with  difficulty,  with  only  100 
men 

Very  extensive  preparations  have  been  made  by 
Russia  for  carrying  on  the  war  in  Circassia.  It  is 
said  that  the  Circassians  committed  great  cruelties 
on  the  Russian  sailors,  wrecked  on  their  coast, 
during  the  severe  storm  in  the  Black  sea.  Hospi- 
tals are  fitting  up  in  the  towns  of  the  Crimea,  and 
in  Odessa  there  is  to  be  one  capable  of  holding 
2,000  ,,atients. 

A mammoth  iron  steamer.  The  merchants  of  Li- 
verpool are  building  an  iron  steamer,  burthen  2618 
tons!  She  is  to  be  called  the  queen  of  the  east; 
and  to  trade  between  England  and  Calcutta. 

The  present  English  import  duty  on  wheat  is  16 
shillings  and  8 pence  per  quarter. 

A new  continent.  A new'  continent  has  been  dis- 
covered by  some  French  exploring  ships,  near  the 
South  Shetland  islands. 

Eruption  of  Mount  Etna.  This  volcano  wras  in  a 
state  of  eruption,  when  the  last  accounts  left.  The 
burning  lava  appproached  near  the  town  of  Casa 
Inglese,  when  it  turned  and  poured  into  the  Va  de 
Bore,  without  doing  much  damage. 

Sanguinary  conflict.  A Piedmontese  and  a Sar- 
dinia regiment  qnarelled  and  fought  w ith  such  des- 
perate fury  in  Piedmont  on  the  19th  of  September, 
that  they  were  not  separated  until  charged  by  some 
cavalry,  and  several  lives  were  lost. 

A man  named  Rico  is  in  prison  at  Brussels,  for 
having  falsely  reported  that  the  town  of  Estelle,  in 
Spain,  had  been  taken  by  Espartero,  and  thereby 
caused  a loss  £100,000  to  the  merchants. 

The  British  government  has  decided  upon 
establishing  a line  of  steam  packets  to  Halifax,  No- 
va Scotia. 

It  has  been  urged  upon  the  queen  to  appoint  a 
day  of  public  thanksgiving  for  a bountiful  har- 
vest. 

The  steamship  Liverpool  was  appointed  to  leave 
Liverpool  for  New  York  on  the  20th  ult.  She  has 
now  been  out  nearly  23  days. 

Letters  and  papers  are  now  delivered  in  Dublin 
from  London,  partly  per  railway,  in  twenty-four 
hours. 

Eucke’s  comet  had  not  been  satisfactorily  made 
out  at  3 per  cent.  Consols  94^ 

Several  persons  have  been  captured  in  Paris, 
for  printing  a new  republican  paper,  called 
“ L’Homme  Libre.” 

London  corn  exchange , Oct.  2.  The  supply  of 
English  wheat  since  Monday  has  been  moderate, 
and  the  quality  not  so  good  as  last  w eek;  such  has 
been  very  difficult  to  sell,  although  offered  at  a re- 
duction of  fully  Is.  per  quarter.  There  is  no  alter- 
ation to  notice  in  the  value  of  foreign,  but  the  de- 
mand has  been  limited.  Barley  is  dull  sale  at  Is 
to  2s.  per  quarter  decline.  We  have  had  a steady 
demand  for  oats,  but  chiefly  in  small  parcels,  at  the 
rates  of  Monday  last. 

General  average  price  of  British  corn — for  the 
week  ended  September  28,  1838,  made  up  from  the 
returns  of  the  inspectors  in  the  different  cities  and 
towns  in  England  and  Wales  per  imperial  quar- 
ters. 

Wheat.  62s  lid;  barley,  31s  lid;  oats,  22s  7d; 
rye,  34s  4d;  beans,  39s  9d;  peas,  48s  3d. 

The  British  harvest.  The  weather  continued 
favorable  for  harvesting,  and  the  crops  were  gene- 
rally in.  It  had  been  urged  upon  the  government 
from  various  quarters  to  have  a day  of  public  thanks- 
giving on  account  of  the  favorable  crops.  There 
appears,  however,  in  some  minds  at  least  to  have 
been  still  no  inconsiderable  anxiety  as  to  adequacy 
of  the  supply  for  the  wants  of  consumption  until 
the  ingathering  of  another  crop,  particularly  as  the 
accounts  from  the  continental  grain  growing  coun- 
tries were  unfavorable. 

Correspondence  of  the  New  York  Courier  and  En- 
quirer. 

London',  October  6,  1838. 

The  tobacco  market  has  again  advanced,  and 
prices  evidently  are  destined  to  remain  very  high 
during  the  whole  of  the  ensuing  year.  Superior 
Virginia  has  been  sold  at  9^  per  lb.  within  the  last 
three  days. 

The  prices  of  bar  iron  have  also  advanced  10s. 
per  ton,  in  consequence,  principally,  of  large  or- 
ders from  the  United  States,  and  the  expectation 
of  still  more  extensive  orders  by  the  Great  Western 
steam  ship  which  will  be  due  at  Bristol  in  the  course 
of  next  week. 

BLANNERHASSETT. 

The  following  article,  which  we  copy  from  the 
Louisville  Register,  was  ‘written  by  a gentleman’ 
says  that  paper,  ‘of  high  respectability,  who  had  an 
opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  facts 
related  in  his  communication:’ 


Who  was  Blannerhassett?  and  what  has  become 
of  him?  Having  lately  seen  in  the  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  papers,  several  fictitious  notices  of  this 
celebrated  personage,  is  the  apology  which  the 
writer  of  this  article  offers  for  giving  what  he  be- 
lieves to  be  the  true  history  of  this  man’s  career, 
and  final  exit  from  the  troubles  of  this  world — 
which  will  be  much  easier  to  do,  Ilian  to  write  a 
highly  colored  picture  of  things  which  never  ex- 
isted except  in  the  fancy  of  some  novel  writer. 
The  authority  lor  the  tacts  herein  disclosed  by  the 
writer,  is  believed  to  be  authentic,  and  of  the  high- 
est character.  In  the  first  place,  who  was  Blanner- 
hassett?  In  answ  er  to  this  question  our  information 
is,  that  it  W'as  an  assumed  name  by  an  individual 
whose  true  name  was  Lewis  Carr,  who  was  born 
in  Ireland,  as  has  always  beer,  stated.  His  family 
were  highly  respectable,  and  an  elder  brother  filled 
the  station  of  secretary  to  the  governor  of  Calcutta, 
in  the  East  Indies,  to  which  place  young  Lewis 
went  as  an  ensign  in  the  engineer  department, 
where  he  remained  about  two  years,  in  which  time 
he  was  engaged  in  several  scrapes  and  intrigues 
which  finally  compelled  him  to  resign  his  commis- 
sion and  seek  a place  of  refuge  in  the  city  ol  Kings- 
ton, in  the  island  of  Jamaica,  where  he  read  law 
arid  commenced  the  practice,  and  also  engaged  in 
merchandizing,  by  which  means,  and  a secret  con- 
nection w ith  the  bucaneers  and  pirates  who  hovered 
round  i he  West  India  islands  and  on  the  coast  of 
Mexico,  he  amassed  a splendid  fortune,  which  he 
spent  with  equal  profusion.  While  employed  in 
this  business,  he  frequently  visited  Mexico,  arid 
became  acquainted  with  many  of  the  leading  men 
who  were  preparing  the  way  for  a revolution, 
which  Carr  foresaw  must  break  out  in  a short  time; 
and  being  a bold  unprincipled  intriguer,  he  was  per- 
petually engaged  in  difficulties,  of  one  kind  or 
another,  until  shortly  before  he  came  to  the  United 
States  an  intrigue  with  the  wile  of  one  of  the 
wealthy  citizens  of  Kingston  made  that  place  too 
hot  for  him,  and  he  sold  out  his  property  and  came 
to  the  United  States,  and  landed  at  New  Orleans, 
and  from  thence  up  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  w here, 
or  in  that  section  he  purchased  some  property,  and 
finally  located  himself  on  the  celebrated  island  in 
the  Ohio  river,  near  Marietta.  This  move  took 
place  about  the  year  1803  or  4.  When  he  reached 
New  Orleans  he  assumed  the  name  of  Blannerhas- 
sett.  The  beautiful  and  accomplished  lady  who 
accompanied  and  lived  with  him,  was  not  his  wife! 
She  was and  had  many  fascinating  accom- 

plishments, which  made  her  more  worthy  of  Blan- 
nerhassett than  he  was  of  her.  Col.  Burr  first  saw 
Blannerhassett  early  in  the  year  1805,  and  instead 
of  Burr’s  seducing  him,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
col.  Burr  received  from  him  such  an  account  of 
Mexico,  its  wealth,  and  disposition  tor  revolution, 
as  seduced  him  into  the  project  of  invading  it,  and 
the  question  as  to  who  should  be  the  great  man, 
was  one  reserved  by  Lewis  Carr,  (Blanuerhessett) 
until  future  events  should  develope  themselves;  as 
Carr  always  declared  to  his  friends  that  he  intended 
col.  Burr  as  the  military  chief  which  was  to  advance 
him  to  the  supreme  command  ir.  Mexico. 

The  movements  of  col.  Burr  and  Blannerhassett 
in  the  United  States,  during  the  year  1805  and  6, 
are  already  known,  and  of  course  need  not  be  de- 
tailed in  this  statement. 

After  their  projected  invasion  of  Mexico  had 
failed  and  Blannerhassett,  had  broken  up  at  his 
island,  he  returned  to  New'  Orleans,  where  he  left 
the  lady  who  had  been  his  companion,  and  he  em- 
barked for  the  island  of  N.  Providence,  one  of  the 
Bahamas,  in  the  West  Indies,  and  settled  at  Nas- 
sau its  capital,  and  re-commenced  the  practice  of 
law.  In  a short  time  he  obtained  a lucrative  practice, 
and  married  a lady  of  one  of  the  most  respectable 
families  in  that  place,  and  was  soon  after  disturbed 
by  a visit  from  his  Blannerhassettisland  companion, 
who  gave  him  much  trouble  before  he  could  get  her 
to  retire  in  peace;  which  she  did,  and  soon  alter  re- 
turned to  the  United  States,  and  is  now  believed  to 
be  a resident  of  one  of  the  southern  states.  When 
settled  in  Nassau,  he  resumed  his  true  name  of  Lew- 
is Carr,  and  soon  acquired  a handsome  living;  but 
his  restless  spirit  and  intriguing  disposition  kept 
him  constantly  involved  in  difficulties,  and  his  treat- 
ment of  his  wife  was  cruel  in  the  extreme;  yet  by 
taking  sides  with  the  government,  he  was  elected 
lo  the  assembly  of  the  Bahamas,  and  was  chosen  its 
speaker  about  1S29.  This  was  his  last  elevation  to 
notice;  his  treatment  to  his  w ife  ar.d  his  continual 
debaucheries  and  seditions,  as  no  money  which  he 
could  command  ever  stopped  his  progress;  during 
the  year  1831  and  2,  he  became  so  embarrassed 
that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  island,  and  once 
more  returned  to  Kingston  in  Jamaica,  from  w hich 
[dace  in  1833  he  once  more  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  landed  at  Philadelphia  under  his  true 
name  Lewis  Carr;  it  is  believed  that  he  for  the  last 


time,  visited  col.  Burr,  and  seen  alter  was  taken 
sick  and  died  in  ob.-curity  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia. At  least  this  is  the  belief  of  his  wife  and  his 
friends  at  Nassau. 

Thus  el  ded  the  life  of  this  bold  and  restless 
spirit,  w hich,  from  his  entrance  on  public  lile  until 
his  death,  was  one  continued  scene  of  adventures. 
The  years  he  lived  at  Nassau  were  filled  up  with 
intrigues  of  a personal  character,  but  fiom  the  time 
he  left  the  United  Slates  in  1S07  until  1S33,  he 
never  resided  in  any  other  place  than  the  island  of 
Providence. 

Our  informant  was  the  vice  consul  of  the  United 
States,  who  lives  on  one  of  the  Sahkey,  Bahama 
islands,  who  read  law  with  Blannerhassett,  and 
was  afterwards  his  partner  lor  near  20  years,  where 
he  passed  under  his  tiue  name  ol  Lewis  Carr,  and 
often  told  him  this  history  of  his  life  ami  connection 
with  col.  Burr, — so  that  the  wiiter  of  this  article 
who  was  in  Kingston  (Jamaica)  and  at  Saltkey 
island  last  summer  nearly  a week,  has  no  doubt  of 
the  truth  of  the  foregoing  narrative.  The  facts  and 
circumstances  of  Ins  connection  with  col.  Burr 
were  fully  detailed  so  that  there  was  no  room  to 
doubt,  that  Mr.  Blannerhassett  was  really  and  truly 
Lewis  Carr.  He  is  not  now  in  France  neither  did 
he  ever  live  in  Montreal.  M. 


THE  LAKE  FISHERIES. 

From  the  Cleveland  Herald  and  Gazette. 

Few  persons  except  those  engaged  in  or  con- 
nected with  the  business,  are  aware  of  t lie  extent 
of  the  lake  fisheries.  They  are  a source  of  pro- 
duction which  ought  not  to  be  overlooked,  in  esti- 
mating the  resources  of  the  country  bordering  upon 
the  lakes.  There  are  no  published  statistics  of  this 
tiade,  so  far  as  we  know,  nor  any  recoids,  from 
which  the  quantities  of  fish  put  up  for  market  can 
be  accurate-ly  estimated.  Estimates  only  can  be 
given,  and  these  may  be  more  or  less  correct,  ac- 
cording to  the  accuracy  of  the  information  on  w hich 
they'  are  based. 

Lake  fish  form  a staple  article  of  prov  isions  at  all 
the  lake  posts.  The  principal  kinds  are  white  fish 
and  Mackinaw  trout.  The  latter,  a delicious  fish, 
resembles  the  salmon  trout,  and  are  possibly  the 
same.  They  vary  in  size,  from  five  pounds  or  un- 
der, to  fifty  or  sixty  pounds  weight.  Besides  these, 
there  are  pike,  pickerel,  and  different  kinds  ol  bass: 
the  cisquet  or  cisqvevct  of  Lake  Superior,  a fine  fish, 
like  the  mackeiel  in  appearance  and  flavor,  but 
larger;  and  the  muscalonge,  also  a delicious  fish, 
weighing  sometimes  fifty  or  sixty  pounds.  The 
cisquet  is  scarcely  known  iri  market,  as  they  are 
caught  only  in  Lake  Superior,  and  few  have  been 
put  up.  The  muscalonge  is  riot,  in  Lake  Erie  at 
least,  caught  in  very  large  quantities,  and  is  gener- 
ally sold  fresh.  There  may  be  other  kinds  ol  fish, 
but  those  named  are  the  chief,  and  the  most  valua- 
ble. 

Very  few  white  fish,  are  taken  in  Lake  Erie,  and 
we  beiieve  no  trout.  Pike,  pickerel,  and  bass  are 
caught  in  abundance  about  the  islands  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  lake,  and  in  the  Maumee  bay  and  river. 
These  are  salted  in  considerable  quantities.  In 
Detroit  river  the  same  kinds  are  found  as  in  Lake 
Erie,  and  white  fish  are  caught  to  some  extent. 

In  Lakes  Huron  and  Michigan,  and  the  straits  of 
Mackinaw,  tiout,  white  fish,  and  other  kinds  are 
caught  in  abundance.  The  Thunder  Bay  islands, 
a group  near  Thunder  Bay,  in  Lake  Huron,  the 
Beaver,  Fox,  and  Manitou  islands,  near  the  foot  of 
Luke  Michigan,  and  Twin  rivers,  on  the  western 
shore,  are  the  principal  fisheries  of  those  two  lakes. 
Fish  are  caught,  however,  at  other  places  in  the 
lakes.  They  are  also  caught  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mackinaw’  in  abundance;  about  the  small  islands 
in  the  straits,  and  at  Point  St.  Igriace. 

It  is  supposed  that  these  fish  might  be  taken  in 
Green  Bay.  A year  or  two  since,  some  persons 
caught  a very  large  quantity'  of  (rout  at  Sturgeon 
Bay  in  winter,  fishing  with  a hook  through  the  ice. 
They’ piled  up  their  fish,  intending  to  carry  them , 
frozen,  to  Navarino,  to  be  salted;  but  a sudden  thaw 
spoiled  the  speculation. 

In  St.  Mary’s  river,  at  and  below  the  Sault,  the 
same  kinds  of  fish  are  caught  in  plenty;  but  Lake 
Superior  frtrnishes  not  only  the  largest  and  finest 
flavored,  but  the  greatest  abundance  of  fish.  Until 
within  two  or  three  years,  the  fisheries  of  that  lake 
have  been  unimproved,  if  not  unknown;  and  it  is 
supposed  that  they  are  now  not  half  explored. 
Immense  quantities  have  been  taken  upon  Lake 
Superior  for  two  or  three  years  past;  it  is  said  that 
these  are  mostly  caught  about  the  group  of  islands 
known  as  the  “Twelve  Apostles,”  near  the  head 
of  the  lake.  But  little  is  known  about  this,  how- 
ever, as  the  trade  of  Superior  is,  in  fact,  monopo- 
lized by  the  American  Fur  Company  and  the  Hud- 
son Bay  Company.  There  is  no  mode  of  going  up 
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tins  lake  except  in  vessels  of  one  of  these  compa- 
nies; and  the  American  Fur  Company  does  not 
permit  adventurers  a passage  in  its  vessel. 

Two  schooners  have  been  heretofore  employed 
upon  Lake  Superior;  one  belonging  to  each  of 
those  companies.  A new  one  was  built  the  last 
spring  by  Hie  American  F ur  Company,  so  that  there 
are  now  three.  When  the  canal  around  t lie  San  1 1 
d ■ St.  JYl.uie  shall  be  finished,  il  is  likely  there 
will  be  a rush  of  competition  for  the  business  of 
L ike  Superior.  Whether  tue  expectation  of  those 
who  are  sanguine  will  be  realiz  d,  as  lo  t he  extent 
a i t value  ol  the  trade  thus  to  be  opened,  time  w ill 
determine.  Furs  are  growing  scarce  upon  the 
shore,  it  is  said;  tish  are  abundant,  and  whether 
th  >iv  are  minerals  upon  the  shore  worth  digging 
for,  is  disputed.  But  when  that  ship  canal  is  com- 
pleted, Lake  Sup irior,  and  the  country  around  it, 
will  oe  minutely  explored,  audits  resources,  wliat- 
ev  r they  may  be,  ascertained. 

But  to  return  to  full;  a gentleman  who  has  good 
means  of  judging,  estimates  ihe  quantity  put  up  for 
market  upon  t lie  lakes  in  1837  at  12,000  bairels.and 
of  those  lie  judges  7,000  barrels  were  brought  from 
Like  Superior.  At  nine  dollars  tne  barrel,  which 
may  be  taken  as  a lair  price,  the  whole  would 
amount  lo  $108,000. 

Tile  same  gentleman  estimates  Hie  proportion  of 
trout  caught  in  Superior  at  oiie-loiulh  of  the  whole; 
the  rest  chiefly  white  fish.  In  the  other  lakes  he 
thinks  the  proportion  of  trout  lo  w hite  fish  not  so 
large.  These  two  kinds  usually  bear  about  the 
same  price. 

Tile  total  quantity,  we  should  guess,  was  not 
over-estimated.  According  to  the  collector’s  re- 
turn5, there  were  4,082  barrels  ol  lake  fish  sent 
down  the  Ohio  canal  from  ibis  place  in  1333,  and 
6,243  barrels  in  IS37. 

Il  any  contemporary  upon  the  lake  lias  the  means, 
we  shall  be  glad  to  see  a fuller  and  more  minute 
account  of  the  fisheries  than  this — which  is  such 
as  our  imperfect  information  on  the  subject  enables 
us  to  give. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

LETTERS  FROM  THE  HON.  GARRET]  D.  WALL,  OF 
N.  J.,  AMD  W.  R ALLEM. 

To  ihe  editor  of  the  Newark  Daily  .rhlvertiser : 

Sir:  In  your  paper  of  the  1 tin  instant,  you  have 
published  the  following  extract  of  a letter  from 
this  place. 

“General  lYall  attended  the  poll  the  whole  of 
yesterday,  (and  the  spectacle  was  a humiliating 
one,)  challenging  voters  and  menacing  the  judges, 
and.  by  bis  intimidations,  procured  the  liberty  of 
voting  lor  one  who,  beyond  all  question,  had  no 
legal  right.  The  matter  has  given  a great  deal  of 
dissatisfaction,  and  will  nut  be  repealed,  as  we 
have  whig  judges.” 

I should  have  let  this  anonymous  slander  pass  as 
the  ordinary  tax  which  1 am  compelled  to  pay  at 
every  election,  had  you  not  endorsed  it  by  adding 
editorially , “It  would  give  us  great  pleasure  to  learn 
that  there  is  some  mistake  in  this  matter,  though 
the  writer  is  at  all  times  entifled  lo  the  fullest  pos- 
sible credit. ” That  pleasure  I feel  it  my  duly  to 
give  you,  unless  your  refusal  to  publish  this  letter 
should  prove  that  the  qualification  added  by  von 
was  conceived  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  Lady  Can- 
dor school,  to  give  more  point  to  the  slander.  The 
writer  of  Ihe  letter  from  w hich  the  above  is  an  ex- 
tract, professes  to  speak  from  his  own  knowledge; 
and  lie  cannot  find  shelter  under  “mistake. ” In 
what  a “humiliating  situating”  than,  does  his  re-  , 
presentation  place  the  whig  judges  of  t'u-  Burling-  j 
to  i township  election,  in  order  to  present  me  as  a I 
“h u iiiliating  spectacle”  before  the  public.  He 
exhi  fits  tli  on  as  “procur  'd”  by  my  “menaces” 
and  • intimidations,”  to  give  the  liberty  of  voting 
“to  one  who,  beyond  all  question,  bad  no  legal 
right.”  In  striking  at  me,  lie  is  willing  to  sacrifice 
his  friends,  tile  “whig  judges,”  'o  the  scorn  and 
d t.  station  of  every  honorable  man.  lie  exhibits 
the  n as  either  too  ignorant  to  know  llicir  duty,  or 
too  timid  or  loo  weak  to  perforin  it.  I,  however, 
have  no'hing  to  do  with'  their  defence,  except  so 
far  as  it  is  connected  with  my  own  justification. 

1 presume  that  t he  letter- writer  does  not  mean 
to  as3“rt;  that  my  attending  the  polls  in  itself  was  a 
“humiliating  spectacle.”  If  so,  I have  neither  de- 
nial or  defence  to  make.  I am  a citizen,  and  have 
a community  of  tights,  duties,  feelings,  and  inte- 
rns.s with  my  fellow-citizens,  and  no  station  can 
exalt  me  above  them;  and  I shall  take  care  that- no 
conduct  of  mine  shall  place  me  below  them,  On 
this  point  I might  leave  my  defence  to  yourself, 
for  no  one  lias  been  more  earnest  in  inculcating  upon 
III  in  all  the  solemn  duty  of  at  tending  the  polls  during 
the  election;  and  the  respectable  whig  meeting 
which  was  held  at  Newark  on  the  9th  instant, 
among  other  things,  “resolved,  that  [the;]  would 


sacredly  devote  [their]  lime  and  [their]  best  oxer- i 
lions  to  the  cause  of  [their]  country,  and  will  take  J 
care  that  every  legal  w hig  vote  within  their  city 
shall  be  deposited  in  the  ballot  box.”  What  is  a pa- 
triotic arid  solemn  duty  for  a w hig  in  New  ark  cannot 
be  humiliating  to  me  in  Burlington.  One  ot  the  wisest 
of  the  ancient  republican  philosophers  has  de- 
clared every  man  infamous  who  did  not  take  an 
active  part  in  the  concerns  ol'  his  country.  When 
not  a candidate  for  oilice  I have  always  mingled 
with  my  fellow-citizens  at  elections,  and  shall  con- 
tinue lo  do  so  when  other  dull  s are  not  paramount. 
My  mere  attendance  at  the  polls  rojjld  not  have 
been  a “humiliating  spectacle,”  I presume,  even 
lo  the  delicate  sense  ol  decency  of  your  letter- wri- 
ter, however  great  dissatisfaction  it  may  have  given 
on  other  accounts.  In  respect  to  that  charge  I 
have  only  to  express  my  regret  that  1 could  not 
“devote  my  time  and  exertions  to  the  cause  of  my 
country”  for  the  whole  of  the  two  days  of  the  elec 
tion,  but  shall  endeavor  hereafter  to  profit  by  the 
manifest  indications  to  be  gathered  from  the  tatter, 
that  my  presence  at  the  polls  was  not  without  effect. 

Passing  by  this  charge.  1 proceed  to  state  what  I 
did  at  trie  polls  as  Hie  best  refutation  of  the  other 
charges  contained  in  the  letter.  On  Ilia  morning 
of  the  first  day  of  the  election,  a journey  man  shoe- 
maker by  Hie  name  ol  B fleer  (wholly  unknown  to 
tne)  offered  bis  vote  and  was  challenged  for  want 
of  residence.  In  the  discussion,  lie  staled  that  he 
had  resided  for  soveial  y>  ars  in  Burlington  city, 
and  that,  during  the  last  year,  he  had  left  Burling-  I 
ton  for  several  months  t..  accomplish  a particular  j 
and  definite  purpose,  and  with  the  full  purpose  arid 
design  of  returning  at  a given  time,  leaving  in  the  j 
interim  such  of  his  tools  and  clothes  as  he  did  not  ; 
want  in  Burlington,  ami  that  lie  returned  accord-  j 
inglj’.  His  vote  was  refused.  When  this  refusal 
was  made,  I was  standing  some  distance  from  the 
table  which  separated  Ihe  judges  from  the  voters 
and  mere  spectators.  1 immediately  went  to  the 
judges’  table,  and  asked  Mr.  Baker  if  he  could 
prove  the  facts  which  be  bad  stated,  and.  on  lii.s 
answering  that  he  could,  and  that  he  had  his  wit- 
nesses present,  I told  Hie  judges  that,  iti  my  opin- 
ion, Baker  was  a lawful  voter — stated  wdiat  1 
•thought  the  rule  of  law'  was,  and  asked  the  judges 
to  hear  the  evidence;  and  remarked  that,  il  Mr. 
Baker’s  w itnesses  proved  the  facts  as  he  had  staled, 
that  the  law  was  so  clear  that,  if  they  rejected  his 
vote,  he  would  have  an  action  against  them,  and  1 
would  assist  him  in  maintaining  his  rights,  and 
seeking  redress  for  Ifis  wrongs.  One  of  the  judges 
said,  w ith  considerable  warmth,  and  in  a manner  | 
w ell  calculated  to  rouse  mv  feelings,  that  they  were 
not  to  be  dictated  to  by  General  Wall.  I told  him 
that  I disclaim  all  pretence  of  dictation,  but  I 
meant  to  state  my  opinion  of  a legal  question  of 
great  importance  to  all,  and  I remai’ked  that  he  him- 
self, at  a former  election,  bad  admitted  his  own  son’s  j 
vote,  on  the  same  ground  that  1 now  sustained,  and 
it  had  been  frequently  recognised  at  that  table,  and 
that  l merely  meant  to  vindicate  tin;  legal  rights  of 
a voter,  and  to  maintain  that  a poor  journeyman 
shoemaker  had  an  equality  of  rights  w ith  olh  rs  as 
(o  locomotion;  that  1 knew'  his  duties  and  my  own 
rights,  and  should  hold  the  judges  to  the  responsi- 
bilities under  which  they  acted,  and  asked  that 
they  should  hear  the  witnesses  of  the  voter — they 
agreed  to  do  so — I objected  to  Ihe  form  ol  the  oath, 
it  was  a mere  question  of  form.  They  adopted  Hie 
form  which  I suggested — the  voir  dire  form — and 
after  hearing  one  witness  who  fully  proved  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Baker,  they  voluntarily  declined 
hearing  any  further  evidence,  and  said  that  they 
were  satisfied  that  he  was  a legal  voter,  and  put 
his  ticket  in  the  box.  On  that  occasion,  although 
j Hie  observation  before  stated,  made  by  one  ol  Hie 
! judges  was  uncalled  for,  and  calculated  to  excite 
feeling  on  my  part.  I subdued  it,  and  was  respect- 
1 lul,  but  firm.  1 knew  that  I was  right,  and  my 
j object,  was  to  protect  the  judges  from  falling  into 
an  error  unwittingly,  and  if  tlu-y  did  so  with  their 
eves  open,  lo  make  them  amenable  to  the  law.  I 
gave  the  judges  distinctly  to  understand  that  I was 
; not  to  be  driven  from  that  object,  and  that  they 
| acted  at  their  peril.  If  that  was  consult  red  as  “me- 
nace” and  “intimidation, ’’and  “procured  the  liberty 
of  voting”  fo.v  Mr.  Baker.  I rejoice  at  my  agency 
in  the  matter,  because,  “beyond  all  question,”  he 
had  a legal  right  to  vote.  The  next  morning,  your 
paper  of  the  Sth  instant  was  received  in  Bui  lirigton, 
and  I was  surprised  but  gratified  lo  find  that  the 
law  of  residence  therein  stated,  corresponded  ex- 
actly with  the  opinion  I had  expressed  to  tne 
“whig  judges,”  and  in  most  respects  my  opinion 
and  yours  were  identical.  I am  satisfied  with  the 
“spectacle”  which  I exhibited  on  that  occasion, 
and  that  I cannot  be  better  employed  than  in  ad- 
vocating the  legal  rights  of  my  fellow-  citizens.  If 
, the  “spectacle”  was  “humiliating,”  it  must  have 


been  because  it  was  before  “whig  judges.”  The 
letter  writer  is  reduced  to  choose  between  the  act 
and  the  foitini.  But  w hat  a humiliating  spectacle 
does  he  exhibit  of  the  whig  judges,  on  whom  he 
relies  to  prevent  “the  matter”  from  being  “re- 
peated.” By  bis  i statement  they  were  “procured1* 
by  iny  ‘.‘menaces  and  intimidations,”  to  allow  the 
right  of  voting  to  one  who,  “beyond  all  question,” 
had  no  legal  right.  Sinking  them  at  once  to  a de- 
gree of  drivelling  imbecility  which  would  prove 
that  they  were  wanting  as  well  in  tile  intellect  as 
the  nerve,  Essential  tor  an  honest  public  officer. 
The  judges  d. filled  correctly  “beyond  all  ques- 
tion.” It  they  changed  their  opinion  afterwards, 
it  was  not  by  my  ‘menaces’  or  intimidations,”  and 
il  they  have  done  so,  1 will  admit  that  a “humiliat- 
ing spcclacle”  was  exhibited.  But  it  was  the 
spectacle  of  men  acting  under  the  solemnities  of 
an  oath,  who  erred  from  right  to  wrong,  who  erred 
with  their  eyes  open,  and  who  basely  sacrificed 
upon  the  altar  of  parly  their  honest  convictions  of 
right.  II  these  “whig  judges  felt  a gieat  deal  of 
dissatisfaction”  with  1113'  conduct,  or  if  any  other 
person  did  so,  tli  v had  not  the  manliness  to  ex- 
press it.  I saved  the  “whig  judges”  by  my  at- 
tendance at  the  polls  from  an  illegal  act,  and  I can- 
not wish  them  any  greater  evil  than  such  a friend 
as  your  letter  wriier.  If  they  have  any  regard  lor 
their  own  characters,  they  have  a more  difficult 
task  than  I have — t have  to  take  care  of  my  ene- 
mies they  to  save  themselves  from  their  liiends. 

I have  no  other  feeling  than  kindness  for  them 
low — if  they  submit  to  the  degradation  inflict,  d 
upon  them  by  their  friends,  that  feeling  will  be 
changed  into  contempt.  It  is  possible  Hint  they 
aie  so  degraded  in  Hie  estimation  of  their  own 
friend  as  to  submit  silently  to  a charge  that  they 
could  be  “procured”  by  “menaces”  and  “intimi- 
dations” to  admit  or  reject  voters  “whose  right 
was  beyond  all  question.”  “The  whig  judges” 
must  extricate  themselves  from  the  embraces  of 
their  friends,  who  so  complacently  rely  upon  Them 
to  terrify  me  from  the  repetition  of  an  act  which 
gives  me  great  consolation,  if  his  statement  is  true — 
preventing  a journeyman  shoemaker,  who  was  a le- 
gal voter  “beyond  all  question,”  Irom  being  depriv- 
ed of  his  rights  by  “w  hig  judges.” 

I challenged  no  voter.  A young  man,  apparent- 
ly under  a ge,  was  challenged;  and  on  that  account 
William  K.  Allen,  esq.  most  strenuously  insisted 
that  he  was  a lawful  voter,  and  those  who  urged 
the  defect  of  age  must  prove  it.  Knowing  the  in- 
fluence of  Mr.  Allen  before  whig  judges,  and  be- 
lieving bis  principle  unsound,  I advanced  to  the 
table  and  remarked  that  Mr.  Allen  was  mistaken 
in  the  law;  that  Hie  principle  was  the  other  way. 
The  person  challenged  must  proie  his  age;  and 
that  where  the  appearance  of  the  person  created  a 
doubt,  the  judges  ought  to  require  Ihe  strictest 
proof.  The  “whig  judges”  agreed  with  me,  and 
the  boy  was  rejected;  and  I am  told,  that  on  a re- 
newed attempt  to  foist  in  his  vote,  his  own  witness 
proved  his  nonage.  I made  no  ob«eiva!ions  lo  Ihe 
judges  on  any  other  occasion.  A poor  and  aged 
wood  sawyer,  named  Samuel  Tuft,  handed  lo  the 
judges  a ticket  with  a string  tied  round  it.  It  was 
observed  by  many,  and  one  of  them  went  up  to 
Tuft,  and  said  he  thought  lie  was  a democrat. 
Tuft  answered  1 hat  be  was  still,  and  always  bad 
been.  He  was  then  asked  why,  if  this  was  so,  he 
had  voted  a whig  ticket.  Tuft  said  he  could  not 
help  if.  he  was  forced  to  do  it;  he  was  a poor  man, 
and  that  Walter  Wilson,  esq.  had  given  him  I h at 
morning  three  dollars  in  cash,  and  promised  him 
that  he  would  support  him  during  the  winter,  and 
give  him  wood  sawing  to  the  amount’ of  forty  or 
fifty  dollars,  if  he  would  vole  the  whig  ticket.  He 
said  he  could  not  refuse  such  an  offer,  as  he  was 
poor.  This  conversation  was  public  in  Ihe  room 
I where  Ihe  election  was  field,  and  although  standing 
[ nt  some  distance  from  the  speakers,  I heard  it  dis- 
tinctly. Having  observed  that  Mr.  Wilson  had 
I come  into  the  room  about  the  same  time  as  Tuft 
j did,  and  beai ing  it  observed  that  he  had  given  him 
the  strireed  ticket,  I called  to  Mr  Wilson  to  know 
[if  lie  had  beard  what  Tuft  asserted.  Upon  bis 
answering  no,  i publicly  repeated  what  Tuft  had 
i said,  and  asked  him  if  it  was  true  or  false?  He  de- 
J nird  the  charge.  I told  him  that  Ihtro  was  the 
man  who  made  the  charge,  and  he  ought  to  meet 
I iin  face  to  face  on  the  spot,  and  put  it  down — that 
• it  deeply  affected  Ids  character.  Mr.  Wilson  again 
! denied  the  charge,  and  observed  that  my  party 
!lnibed  too.  I denied  his  assertion,  and  remarked 
that  it  was  no  defence  it  Hue — that  it  was  a peni- 
tentiary argument  to  justify  crime  by  crime.  I 
I made  other  remarks  as  to  his  not  facing  bis  accu- 
sers and  the  enormity  of  the  offence  charged  upon 
I him,  which  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat,  be- 
1 Cause  even  your  letter  writer  will  nol  have  the  im- 
| pudence  to  pietend  that  if  that  “spectacle  was  a 
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humiliating  one,”  any  part  of  the  humiliation  at- 
tached to  me.  My  object  was  to  inform  Mr.  Wil- 
son of  a charge  publicly  made  against  him,  deeply 
affecting  his  character,  and  “to  do  as  I would  that 
others  should  do  to  me.”  I thought  a false  accuser 
would  cower  before  the  eye  of  honest  indignant 
innocence,  and  I wished  to  give  to  Mr.  Wilson  an 
opportunity  of  repelling  on  tile  spot  effectually  and 
publicly,  the  charge  which  had  been  thus  made. 

I confidently  appeal  to  every  honest  and  candid 
man  present  at  the  polls  for  the  truth  of  what  I 
have  stated,  and  that  I did  no  more.  If  my  con- 
duct gave  “a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction,”  it  was 
not  expressed  in  my  hearing.  I know  that  there 
are  3ome  persons  in  Burlington  whose  cowardly 
malignity  will  whisper  behind  my  back  what  they 
dare  not  assert  to  my  face.  These  men  cannot 
even  raise  themselves  to  the  level  of  contempt. 
You  will  perceive,  sir,  that  you  have  given  circu- 
lation to  a malignant  falsehood.  I am  perfectly 
aware  that  those  who  extract  from  you  will  never 
notice  a contradiction,  and  thus  the  injury  you 
have  done  me  cannot  be  redressed.  J pronounce 
the  author  of  that  letter  a deliberate  liar  and  a cow- 
ardly calumniator,  and  request  you  to  publish  his 
name.  You  have  endorsed  his  falsehood,  and  must 
share  in  his  infamy  if  you  do  not  relieve  yourself 
by  publishing  his  name.  I cannot  believe  that  any 
man  “who  is  at  all  times  entitled  to  the  fullest  pos- 
sible credit”  ever  wrote  that  letter,  but  if  you  will 
publish  his  name,  whatever  may  have  been  his 
credit  heretofore,  such  is  the  notoriety  of  the  false- 
hood of  his  charges,  hereafter  in  the  streets  of 
Burlington  he  will  be  an  object  for  “the  slow  and 
moving  finger  of  scorn”  to  point  at.  If  }'ou  do  not 
give  his  name,  you  by  your  endorsement  must 
stand  in  his  place.  Garret  D.  Wall. 

Burlington,  Oct.  18,  1838. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Newark  Daily  Advertiser: 

Sir:  Your  paper  of  the  24th  inst , contains  a let- 
ter from  gen.  Wall,  which  imposes  on  me  a duty 
painful  and  unexpected.  But  the  respect  due  as 
well  to  my  own  character  as  to  that  of  others  who 
are  implicated,  compels  me  to  give  an  explanation, 
and  to  vindicate  myself  from  his  aspersions  against 
the  writer  of  an  “extract  of  a letter  from  Burling- 
ton.” 

I avow  myself  to  have  been  the  writer  of  that 
“extract,”  under  these  circumstances.  A letter  was 
received  by  me  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the 
election  from  a mutual  friend  in  Newark,  in  which 
many  inquiries  were  made  as  to  the  probable  re- 
sults, and  other  matters  connected  with  the  contest. 
A reply  was  written  early  on  the  following  morning, 
from  which  the  “extract’  in  question  was  taken.— 
Both  letters  were  private  and  friendly  epistles.  The 
publication  of  any  part  of  my  reply  was  not  antici- 
pated, and  had  I been  consulted  I should  have  ob- 
jected. It  was  with  regret  the  publication  a day  or 
two  subsequent  met  my  eye. 

Gen.  Wall,  a high  official  functionary,  certainly 
cannot  take  exceptions  to  the  right  and  propriety  of 
any  one  privately  animadverting,  either  by  letter  or 
conversation,  on  any  public  display  he  may  make  on 
a great  public  occasion.  It  is  a right  inherent  in  the 
very  nature  of  our  institutions,  and  which  he  from 
his  professions  should  be  the  last  to  call  in  question; 
and  a right,  I may  add  for  his  information,  which 
has  been  exercised  both  here  and  elsewhere  to  an 
extent  he  little  suspects. 

Gen.  Wall  and  myself  are  near  neighbors.  A 
friendly  feeling,  (at  least  on  my  part,)  has  always 
existed  between  us,  and  hence  I can  truly  say  I la- 
ment having  unwittingly  been  instrumental  in  dis- 
turbing that  relation.  But  whilst  as  a friend  and 
neighbor  I would  conciliate  and  respect  him,  I can- 
not be  blind  to  his  public  acts.  The  manner  in 
which  he  deports  himself  as  one  of  the  highest  re- 
presentatives of  the  state  sovereignty,  and  the  pro- 
digious influence  his  example  may  exert  on  the  in- 
flammable materials  of  which  a portion  of  society, 
unhappily,  as  at  present  composed,  were  the  consi- 
derations, and  not  feelings  of  personal  unkindness, 
which  prompted  me  to  pen  the  “extract”  in  question. 

It  is  not  my  design,  however,  to  apologise  either 
for  myself  or  others.  Since  the  “extract  has  seen 
the  light,  it  now  becomes  me  to  vindicate  its  cor- 
rectness. I said  gen.  Wall  “menaced  the  judges, 
and  by  his  intimidations  procured  the  liberty  of 
voting  for  one  who  beyond  all  question  had  no  legal 
right.”  He  has  made  a garbled  statement  of  a case. 
I will  state  it  correctly,  as  corroborated  by  others 
present.  Baker  came  to  the  table  in  company  with 
a friend,  and  offered  his  vote.  He  was  asked  if  he 
had  been  a resident  of  the. "county  for  the  last  twelve 
months.  He  said  he  had.  He  wa3  asked  if  he  had 
not  been  away  part  of  the  time.  He  replied  he  had 
been  away  about  five  months,  but  that  he  went  with 
the  intention  of  returning.  Other  questions  were 
put  to  him  and.his  friend,  but  nothing  more  was  eli- 


cited', except  that  his  friend  said  that  he,  (Baker,) 
had  told  him  on  leaving  Burlington  that  he  intended 
to  return.  The  judges  decided  that  he  had  lost  his 
residence  by  his  absence,  and  was  not  entitled  to 
vote.  Baker  left  the  table  and  went  to  another  part 
of  the  room,  where  gen.  Wall  was  sitting,  who  then 
rose  and  brought  Baker  io  the  table  again,  and  said 
with  much  warmth,  “offer  your  vote  again  and  let 
the  judges  reject  it  at  their  peril,”  and  turning  to  the 
judges,  “if  you  do  riot  receive  the  vote  I will  prose- 
cute you.” 

This  was  said  before  any  person  was  'sworn,  in  a 
loud  and  threatening  tone  as  soon  as  they  had  fairly 
reached  the  fable.  Some  contention  then  occurred  as 
to  a further  hearing,  and  the  answering  of  evidence, 
in  which  gen.  Wall  took  a part.  Baker’s  friend  was 
finally  sworn  and  testified,  as  related  above,  to  the 
fact  of  Baker’s  absence — of  his  communication  to 
him  his  (Baker’s)  intention  of  returning,  &c.;  and 
further,  that  he  (Baker)  was  a journeyman  shoe- 
maker, without  family — had  worked  in  Philadelphia 
during  his  absence  from  Burlington — had  quit  his 
employer  in  Burlington  voluntarily  at  a time  when 
he  would  have  given  him  employment — had  left 
“ some  things,”  in  Burlington  while  absent,  and  when 
pressed  to  tell  what  they  were,  hesitated — he  knew 
of  no  clothes,  but  finally  said  he  had  left  “a  long  stick 
and  shoe  box.” 

It  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  all  that  passed:  the 
vote  was  taken,  and  1 again  aver  that  “gen.  Wall, 
by  his  threats,  procured  the  liberty  of  voting,  for  one, 
who  had  no  legal  right.”  The  vote  was  once  reject- 
ed, and  Baker  had  retired,  but  was  brought  forward 
again  by  gen.  Walk  who  assumed  the  whole  respon- 
sibility. He  told  the  man  to  offer  his  vote:  He  told 
the  judges  to  reject  it  at  their  peril,  and  he  threat- 
ened to  prosecute  them  if  they  did  not  receive  it. 

But  he  said  nothing  like  “Baker’s  having  an  ac- 
tion against  the  judges,”  or  of  assisting  him  in  main- 
taining his  rights  and  seeking  redress  for  his  wrongs.” 
As  to  any  testimony  of  his  (Baker’s)  “having  re- 
sided several  years  in  B.” — having  left  for  a “particu- 
lar and  definite  purpose,”  and  several  other  sen- 
tences of  like  import  in  gen.  Wall’s  letter,  they  are 
nothing  less  than  sheer  fabrications.  The  truth  of 
the  matter  is  this,  which  was  well  known  at  the 
time,  and  formed  till?  ground  of  objection  to  Baker’s 
vote;  he  came  to  B.  about  two  years  ago,  a stranger, 
and  has  worked  as  a journeyman  shoemaker:  has 
formed  no  connections  or  acquired  any  property.— 
He  remained  until  he  got  fired,  then  removed,  with- 
out any  particular  or  definite  object  in  view.”  He 
worked  five  months  in  Philadelphia,  and  until  his 
restless  disposition  induced  him  to  return  to  B.,  where 
he  has  been  for  the  last  three  months.  Can  any  rea- 
sonable man  suppose  that  in  the  cwent  of  Baker’s 
having  become  a public  charge  whilst  resident  in 
Philadelphia,  that  he  would  have  been  sent  to  B.  as 
his  home,  or  if.sent  that  he  would  have  been  re- 
ceived? And  what  importance  would  be  attached 
to  evidence  involving  a right  of  support,  consisting 
of  nothing  more  than  one  journeyman  shoemaker 
telling  another,  when  about  setting  out  “on  a tramp ” 
that  “he  intended  to  come  back  again?” 

With  regard  to  another  case  mentioned  by  gen. 
Wall,  (that  ot  the  young  man  Bennett)  his  own  ad- 
missions make  it  necessary  for  me  to  say  little. — 
Gen.  Wall  “strenuously  objected  to  his  voting.  I 
supposed  at  the  time,  and  am  still  of  the  same  opi- 
nion, that  objecting  to  a vote,  and  challenging  a vote 
were  tantamount.  Bennett  asserted  lie  was  of  age 
—had  lost  his  parents — knew  of  no  record  of  his  age 
—had  always  been  told  he  would  be  21  on  the  1st 
Oct.  1838 — and  knew  of  no  person  better  informed 
of  the  fact  than  himself.  Now  1 have  long  known 
Bennett.  He  has  been  for  a long  period  in  the  em- 
ployment of  my  brother-in-law.  'He  communicated 
his  age  when  first  employed,  and  from  that,  and  other 
circumstances,  I am  satisfied  he  was  of  full  age.  I 
remarked  it  w’as  a hard  case  to  put  one  to  the  proof 
of  a fact  which  was  not  susceptible  of  proof;  that 
the  same  objection  might  arise  from  year  to  year, 
and  that  some  reason  should  be  assigned  for  pre- 
suming he  spoke  an  untruth.  Gen.  Wall  made 
some  remarks,  offensive  certainly  to  the  young  man, 
and  concluded  by  saying  that  when  a person  was 
challenged  for  nonage,  positive  proof  should  be  re- 
quired of  his  age. 

The  general  may  prate  about  his  disinterested  ef- 
forts “to  sustain  the  rights  and  redress  the  wrongs” 
of  poor  young  men,  but  this  was  a case  for  W'hich  he 
felt  no  sympathy.  Bennett  happened  to  be  on  the 
wrong  side!  As  to  the  assertion  “that  on  a renewed 
attempt  to  foist  in  his  vote  his  own  witness  proved 
his  nonage,”  it  is  utterly  untrue.  He  never  attempted 
to  vote  a second  time,  and  after  the  most  diligent  in- 
quiry I am  unable  to  learn  that  anyone  requested 
him  to  offer  again.  And  as  to  “his  own  witness,” 
he  had  none;  but  a few  minutes  after  he  had  retired 
those  who  opposed  his  vole  accidentally  found  one 
Asa  Schooley  with  whom  Bennett  many  years  ago 


resided,  and  who  when  interrogated  as  to  Bennett’s 
age  said  “he  would  be  21  next  Christmas:”  How 
Schooley  oblained  his  knowledge  did  not  appear,  but 
I was  satisfied  from  no  better  source  than  my  own. 

In  reference  to  gen.  Wall’s  statement  of  the  Sa- 
muel Tuft  case,  I presume  Mr.  Wilson  will  explain 
that  matter,  1 was  present  when  the  vote  was  given. 
On  Tuft’s  retiring  from  the  table  he  was  immediately 
surrounded  and  catechised  as  to  his  vote;  he  seemed 
annoyed  and  anxious  to  escape.  What  he  said  I 
know  not;  it  may  be  that  he  uttered  in  irony  what  is 
ascribed  to  him,  or  it  may  have  been  for  the  purpose 
of  shaking  off  those  who  questioned  him  with  so 
much  pertinacity,  by  putting  them  on  a false  issue. 
The  fact  w as,  however,  they  Lett  Tuft,  who  imme- 
diately retired,  and  gen.  Wall  at  their  head,  ad- 
vanced towards  Mr.  Wilson,  an  aged  and  respecta- 
ble citizen,  and  addressed  him  in  a rude,  offensive, 
and  personal  manner.  1 said  nothing,  but  felt  indig- 
nant at  the  whole  transaction. 

The  fact  of  the  case  is  this,  of  which  I w as  in- 
formed some  weeks  previous  to  the  election.  Tuft 
had  complained  that  he  was  old  and  poor,  and  that 
the  “Jackson  party ” did  nothing  for  him.  They 
gave  him  neither  employment  nor  necessaries.  They 
were  liberal  and  kind  about  election  time,  but  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year  if  it  w7ere  not  for  the 
“whigs”  he  should  starve.  He  was  tired  of  sup- 
porting such  a “party”  and  intended  hereafter  to 
support  the  whigs,  who  lie  found  were  his  best 
friends. 

Much  is  said  by  gen.  Wall  in  reference  to  the  fol- 
lowing sentence  from  the  “extract.”  “The  matter 
has  given  a great  deal  of  dissatisfaction,  and  will  not 
be  repeated  as  we  have  whig  judges.”  The  true 
import  of  the  sentence  is  misunderstood  by  gen. 
Wall.  The  sentiment  tow’ards  him  is  of  a different 
character,  and  is  expressed  in  the  words  “The  spec- 
tacle ivas  a humiliating  one.” 

I will  state  two  cases  analagous  to  those  already 
mentioned:  The  case  of  Joseph  Blither,  a young 
man  whose  parents  have  resided  in  an  adjoining 
tow’nship  many  years.  He  was  reared  among  us, 
and  served  his  apprenticeship  in  this  city,  but  be- 
cause he  was  absent  less  than  two  weeks  in  New 
York,  leaving  his  clothes  and  nearly  every  thing  he 
possessed  behind  him,  his  vote  was  rejected. 

The  other  case  is  that  of  young  Sap.  He  offered 
his  vote,  and  the  question  was  asked  him  if  he  was 
of  age.  He  replied  in  the  affirmative.  I was  stand- 
ing by  at  the  time  and  strongly  suspected  he  uttered 
an  untruth,  but  because  1 knew  nothing  to  the  con- 
trary I remained  silent,  practically  applying  the 
principles  I had  previously  expressed  in  Bennett’s 
case.  The  vote  was  taken  on  his  own  allegation, 
and  it  now  appears  he  lacks  a twelvemonth  of  being 
of  age.  The  reason  of  our  “dissatisfaction”  was 
this;  of  the  four  cases  mentioned,  the  tw  o who  were 
permitted  to  vote  were  against  us,  and  those  who 
were  not  permitted  to  vote  were  for  us.  It  is  not 
necessary  for  me  to  defend  the  judges.  I am  con- 
scious of  their  upright  intentions;  they  were  anxious 
to  promote  harmony  and  to  prevent  contention,  and 
from  their  desire  to  exhibit  strict  impartiality  had 
fallen  into  an  error  inadvertently,  which  was  oppres- 
sive to  their  own  friends.  I am  now  happy  to  add 
that  similar,  cases  to  those  mentioned  were  not  re- 
peated. 

From  what  I have  said  some  may  suppose  I object 
to  the  right  and  propriety  of  publications  similar  to 
the  “extract.”  It  is  a “mistake,”  and  the  only  “mis- 
take” in  the  case.  I only  regret  that  I have  been 
the  unwilling  instrument.  Since  it  has  appeared, 
however,  I now  assume  the  responsibility,  and  re- 
quest you  to  withdraw  every  qualification  about 
“mistakes.”  I am  aware  of  beii  g engaged  in  an 
unequal  contest,  and  that  a veteran  special  pleader 
may  possess  many  advantages  overall  humble  indi- 
vidual like  myself,  but  conscious  of  my  own  recti- 
tude of  purpose,  and  of  the  truth  of  all  which  I have 
asserted,  I fearlessly  abide  the  issue. 

These  are  degenerate  days.  In  times  past  we  have 
had  our  distinguished  men.  The  Boudinoft’s, 
Bloomfield’s,  Mclivaine’s,  and  Griffith’s,  of  opposite 
political  principles.  The)7  too  attended  the  polls, 
and  exercised  a franchise  belonging  to  every  citizen, 
but  it  was  to  promote  peace  and  harmony,  and  not 
to  make  an  exhibition  of  angry  passions,  pernicious 
in  their  influence,  and  unbecoming  in  any  one.  The 
obligations  of  a senator  as  well  require  him  to  repre- 
sent" the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  state  as  well  as  its 
other  interests,  and  the  people  should  be  as  quickly 
informed  of  the  degredation  of  one  as  of  the  betrayal 
of  another.  To  gen.  Wall  belongs  the  honor,  so  far 
as  I have  any  knowledge,  of  being  the  first  person 
in  this  city  who  has  ever  threatened  the  judges  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duty.  And  I now  leave  it  for 
others  to  decide  whether  “Ihe  spectacle  was  a hu- 
miliating one.” 

It  were  useless  for  me  to  say  any  thing  in  refer- 
ence to  the  tone  and  temper  of  the  last  paragraph 
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of  gen.  Wall’s  lei  ter.  The  expressions  “ deliberate 
liar."  and  “ cowardly  calumniator”  I suppose  are 
words  of  dignity  when  written  by  a "grave  senator,” 
or  perhaps  they  are  designed  for  so  emphatic  a de- 
nunciation that  I must  quail  before  them.  For  the 
truth  of  the  ‘-extract,”  his  own  statement  furnishes 
intrinsic  evidence  to  every  unbiassed  mind,  irre- 
spective of  any  thing  I have  now  said.  And  as  for 
being  “ cowardly ” it  is  the  first  time  I have  been 
thus  taunted.  Of  one  thing  I am  certain,  which  is 
that  I do  not  fear  Garrett  D.  Wall!  But  i do  fear 
and  lament  the  degradation  of  my  native  state  in 
the  person  of  one  of  her  senators,  and  1 fear  the  in- 
fluence of  a corrupt  administration  over  a servile 
and  ambitious  instrument. 

But  I am  to  be  “an  object  for  the  slow  and  mov- 
ing finger  of  scorn.”  Let  the  general  take  care 
that  the  people  do  not  “mistake”  the  object:  the 
stigma  designed  for  another  may  perchance  recoil 
upon  his  own  head.  There  is  a strong  disposition 
already,  and  a slight  impulse  will  place  it  beyond 
the  control  of  us  both  What  I have  written  has 
too  much  “notoriety”  for  contradiction,  and  the  at- 
tempt will  only  provoke  those  more  able  than  my- 
self to  enter  the  lists. 

I am  sir,  yours,  &c. 

William  R.  Allen. 

City  of  Burlington,  Oct.  29th,  1833. 

We  were  present  at  the  time  Baker,  to  whom  al- 
lusion is  made  in  the  foregoing  letter,  offered  his 
vote.  The  evidence  is  stated  correctly,  and  gen. 
Wall  said  on  that  occasion  what  is  alleged,  and  hie 
whole  conduct  was  precisely  as  stated  by  Mr.  Allen. 

J.  P.  Deacon, 
Henry  Lowden. 

We  were  present  at  the  time  Bennett  offered  his 
vote.  The  circumstance  is  correctly  related  in  the 
foregoing  letter;  and  so  is  the  subsequent  statement 
of  his  not  offering  to  vote  again,  and  of  his  friends 
introducing  Schooley  as  a witness. 

J.  W.  Griffith, 

J.  P.  Deacon. 

From  the  Newark  Daily  Advertiser. 

Burlington,  Oct.  27,  1838. 

Sir:  A friend  of  mine  handed  me  last  evening, 
your  paper  of  the  2-lth,  containing  a long  letter  from 
general  Wall,  commenting  upon  an  extract  of  a 
letter  which  it  appears  was  published  in  your  paper 
of  the  11th  inst.,  but  of  which  I had  heard  nothing, 
and  knew  nothing,  until  I saw  it  quoted  in  his  let- 
ter. In  the  coarse  of  these  comments  he  has  seen 
fit  to  introduce  my  name,  although  I must  confess 
that  I am  unable  to  see  what  the  attack  upon  ine 
could  possibly  have  to  do  with  the  justification  of 
himself  against  the  cha'rges  made  in  the  afore- 
said extract.  The  extract  charges  that  he  spent  the 
day  at  the  poll,  challenging  voters,  and  menacing 
the  judges,  and  the  truth  of.  this  charge  he  seems  to 
admit  in  his  reply.  But  I do  not  perceive  that  he 
is  there  charged  with  interrogating  voters  afterthey 
had  handed  in  their  ballots,  respecting  the  particu- 
lar ticket  they  had  voted,  and  I therefore  think  that 
I owe  him  no  great  debt  of  gratitude  for  bringing 
my  name  befoie  the  public,  notwithstanding  the 
praise-worthy  motives  by  which  he  professes  to  have 
been  actuated.  That  there  is  no  truth  in  the  vile 
charge  which  he  seems  desirous  of  fastening  on 
me,  will  appear  evident  from  the  certificate  of  the 
old  man  in  question. 

But  as  the  general  has  not  stated  all  the  facts  ex- 
actly as  they  occurred,  perhaps  you  will  allow  me 
space  enough  to  supply  one  or  two  deficiencies.  I 
was  sitting  at  the  table  alongside  of  one  the  judges 
when  Tuft  handed  in  his  vote,  and,  when  he 
left  the  table,  I saw  a number  of  the  general’s  as- 
sociates crowd  around  him,  and  very  soon  he  min- 
gled with  them.  Presently  he  accosted  me  much 
in  the  way  he  states  in  hi3  letter,  except  that  his 
manner  was  that  of  a person  preferring  a charge, 
rather  than  that  of  one  who  was  informing  a friend 
of  a charge  that  others  had  made. 

II  the  general  is  anxious  to  know  why  I did  not 
comply  with  his  polite  request  of  facing  the  man 
who  was  said  to  be  my  accuser,  it  may  be  sufficient 
to  say,  as  b fibre,  that  he  wa3  surrounded  by  a posse 
of  the  general’s  political  friends,  who  made  some 
very  portentous  threats  about  tar  and  feathers;  and 
as  I am  an  old  man,  and  not  very  able  to  defend 
inyself,  I did  not  choose  to  be  introduced  by  him 
into  such  company,  until  a portion  of  their  high 
steam  had  blown  off. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Walter  Wilson. 

I hereby  certify  that  Walter  Wilson,  of  the  city 
of  Burlington,  never  paid  me  or  offered  me. any  sum 
of  money,  or  any  other  valuable  consideration  for 
voting  at  the  late  election  in  this  city.  I voted  the 


whig  ticket  because  I believed  it  to  be  the  best, 
notwithstanding  offers  of  money  and  wood  were  made 
me,  if  I would  vote  the  other. 

his 

Samuel  x Tuft. 
mark. 

In  presence  of  A.  W.  Archer. 

Burlington,  Ocl.  27,  1838. 

LETTER  FROM  FRANCIS  GRANGER,  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Canandaigua,  Ontario  Co. 

October  15,  1838. 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  6th,  concerning  the  ap- 
proaching election,  was  received  yesterday'. 

Although  my  business  arrangements  utterly  forbid 
a compliance  with  your  request,  permit  me  to  say  a 
few  words  in  justice  to  myself,  and  as  your  paper 
was  the  first  to  present  the  name  of  Mr.  Seward  as 
a candidate,  there  can  be  no  more  proper  channel 
for  this  communication. 

Your  letter,  when  taken  in  connection  with  others 
recently  received,  has  led  to  a belief  that  there  is 
abroad  some  secret  suspicion  or  unfounded  rumor 
that  myself  and  some  of  my  friends  are  withholding 
our  support  from  the  whig  state  nominations.  A 
thort  statement  will  correct,  any  such  error,  and  it 
cannot  be  intrusive  for  ine  to  do  so. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  speak  ot  tiie  late  convention 
further  than  to  state  my  gondiict  in  relation  to  it. — 
The  last  delegate  that  f saw  on  his  way  to  Utica, 
was  a political  friend  from  the  county  of  Livingston, 
who  is  endeared  to  me  by  close  personal  relations, 
and  my  parting  request  to  him  was,  that  if  either 
Mr.  Seward  or  Mr.  Biadisl)  obtained  a majority  at 
the  informal  balloting,  my  friends  would  give  to  the 
successful  competitor,  their  united  support.  The 
result  is  known;  and  the  gentlemen  to  whom  I have 
referred,  in  moving  the  unanimous  approbation  of 
the  name  presented,  knew  that  he  was  speaking  as 
well  my  wishes  as  his  own.  From  that  hour  to  the 
present  I have  held  but  one  language  upon  this  sub- 
ject, which  has  been,  that  in  a contest  like  ours-all 
personal  feelings  should  be  merged,  and  that  every 
whig,  who  may  be  honored  with  the  public  confi- 
dence of  his  parly,  is  to  take  the  place  assigned  to 
him  without  a murmur,  and  to  apply  his  best  ener- 
gies to  secure  a triumphant  result.  The  aspersions 
of  opponents  can  be  disregarded,  but  it  would  be 
painful  for  me  to  feel,  that  my  many  years  of  politi- 
cal service  had  Tailed  to  carry  lo  the  minds  of  my 
associates  the  conviction,  that  around  whatever 
name  they  might  rally,  there  would  I be  found. 

With  tlie  highest  esteem, 

Fr  Granger. 

D.  D.  Spencer,  Esq. 

Editor  of  the  Ithaca  Chronicle. 

LETTER  FROM  GOVERNOR  DUNCAN,  OF  ILLINOIS. 

The  following  letter  from  governor  Duncan  was 
read  at  the  festival  held  by  the  whigs  and  conserva- 
tives at  Springfield  on  the  29th  of  September: 

Jacksonville , Sept.  28,  1S38. 

Gentlemen:  Bejng  disappointed  in  attending  your 
celebration,  I beg  leave  lo  say  that  1 rejoice  sincere- 
ly at  the  result  of  our  congressional  election  in  this 
district;  and  more,  if  possible,  do  I rejoice  at  the 
success  of  the  whigs  in  sending  a majority  of  both 
houses  to  the  next  legislature;  for  bad  as  things  are 
at  Washington,  I think  our  allairs  in  the  state  are 
even  more  deplorable. 

You  say  yours  is  a celebration  of  whigs  and  con- 
servatives. To  me  party  names  are  of  but  little  con- 
sequence. I commenced  my  political  career  a dem- 
ocrat, and  continued  to  claim  that  name  so  long  as 
that  party  acted  upon  the  principles  with  which  they 
set  out;  but  since  they  have  abandoned  them,  I am 
ready  to  join  any  parly,  careless  of  its  name,  advo- 
cating true  democratic  republican  principles,  such  as 
I have  ever  adhered  to.  When  I learned  my  princi- 
ples of  democracy,  that  party  was  in  favor  of  a cliejp 
and  economical  government,  and  we  turned  Adams 
out  tor  expending  $13,000,000  per  annum.  Mr 
Van  Bnren,  the  leader  of  tile  present  dominant  par- 
ty, lias  increased  the  expenses  of  government  from 
13  to  39  millions  per  annum.  It  was  then  consider- 
ed dangerous  and  anti-republican  lor  public  officers 
to  interfere  with  elections.  It  is  now  made  a part  of 
their  duty,  and  the  present  democratic  chief  magis- 
trate has  the  glory  of  having  been  elected  by  the 
personal  influence  and  official  dictation  of  the  high- 
est officer  in  the  government.  When  I belonged  to 
that  party,  every  public  officer  was  a freeman;  could 
vote,  speak  and  act  independently;  and  was  consi- 
dered a servant  of  the  public,  governed  by  and  act- 
ing under  the  authority  of  law,  which  made  every 
one  a check  upon  the  others,  from  the  highest  to  Hie 
lowest,  and  all  guardians  of  the  people’s  rights;  but 
now,  they  are  regarded  as  mere  dependants  c*  gov- 
ernment, to  do  the  bidding  of  the  president,  and  are 
required  to  act  as  a unit,  or  be  dismissed,  disgraced, 
and  denounced  as  refractory  subordinates — which 


policy  lias  removed  all  (hose  checks  and  balances 
that  have  heretofore  so  effectually  secured  1 he  public 
interest.  Such  policy  must  soon  reduce  the  public 
officer,  to  Hie  condition  of  an  abject  palace  slave. — 
The  law  and  constitution,  as  construed'by  (he  courts, 
was  then  held  sacred  by  all,  and  considered  by  the 
democrats  especially,  to  be  Hie  main  bulwark  of  our 
liberties,  and  their  strict  observance  as  the  best  pio- 
tection  of  the  weak  and  poor  from  the  oppression  of 
the  arbitrary  and  the  rich.  The  president,  claiming 
to  be  the  great  head  of  the  democratic  party,  lias  ad- 
vised and  fully  sanctioned  the  doctrine  of  his  prede- 
cessor, in  administering  the  laws  according  lo  Lis 
own  judgment,  and  violates  them  and  the  constitu- 
tion whenever  they  stand  in  the  way  of  his  ambi- 
tious grasp  alter  power.  The  freedom  of  congress 
and  the  freedom  of  the  press,  was  then  considered 
by  that  parly  as  (he  great  palladiums  of  our  liberty, 
lis  leaders  do  not  hesitate  to  bribe  and  corrupt  botii, 
by.  the  most  shameful  and  barefaced  bestowment  of 
high  public  offices  upon  members  of  congress,  and 
editors  of  newspapers,  to  an  extent  never  known 
before  in  our  country,  for  the  manifest  purpose  of 
rewarding  their  servility  in  obtaining  support  for  ( lie 
party. 

When  I belonged  (o  this  party,  it  professed  to  be 
jealous  of  every  unauthorized  exercise  of  power. 
It  has  since  sustained  the  executive  in  his  illegal  re- 
moval of  the  public  money  Horn  the  custody  of  the 
law  to  depositories  of  his  own  arbitrary  selection; 
and  it  now  sustains  Hie  same  power  in  its  extraordi- 
nary efforts  to  get  entire  possession  of  the  public 
money,  by  which  the  purse,  in  violation  of  the 
soundest  principles  of  prudence,  as  well  as  against 
the  constitution  and  spirit  of  our  free  government, 
will  be  controlled  by  a power  which  dots  not  only 
command  the  armed  forces  of  the  country,  but  holds 
despotic  sway  over  thousands  of  dependant,  servile 
mercenaries,  who  are  taught  to  support  his  authority 
and  do  his  bidding  at  their  peril. 

Since  most  of  the  old  blue  light  Hartford  conven- 
tion federalists  have  become  patent  democrats,  all 
will  confess  there  is  great  power  in  a name.  I know 
it  by  my  own  feelings;  for  never  could  I consent  to 
yield  my  claim  to  be  a democrat,  until  I saw  Ihe  old 
federalists  changed,  as  it  were  by  a magician’s  wand, 
into  the  most  loyal  power-loving  democrats.  Then, 
what  shall  I call  myself?  Whig?  Yes,  if  whig- 
means  now  as  it  did  fit ty  years  ago — the  true  friend 
of  liberty,  who  could  not  be  bribed  or  intimidated  by 
the  favor  or  threats  of  power.  If  conservative  means 
such  as  are  striving  to  wrest  the  government  from 
Ihe  hands  of  those  who,  from  an  unholy  ambition, 
from  fear,  from  contempt  of  the  people’s  lights  and 
free  government,  or  from  ignorance  of  the  machina- 
tions of  their  leaders,  are  plunging  Hie  country  into 
ruin — then  I,  also,  claim  to  be  a conservative. 

Although  the  “ political  lizard”  that  lias  crawled 
to  the  summit  of  the  column  is  already  seen  skulk- 
ing down  under  the  frowns  of  an  infuriated  and  in- 
sulted people,  the  friends  of  law  and  constitutional 
restraints  will  have  much  to  do  in  correcting  and 
eradicating  the  dangerous  precedents  and  usurpa- 
tions of  those  who  have  been  in  power  fur  the  last 
eight  or  ten  years. 

Allow  me,  gentlemen,  in  conclusion,  to  offer  the 
following  sentiment,  believing  it  will  be  acceptable 
to  all  those  who  desire  reform  of  tile  present  abuse 
of  government: 

Henry  Clay.  The  best  hope  of  li is  country.  He 
knows  her. true  interests,  and  has  the  honesty  and 
firmness  to  maintain  them. 

With  great,  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph.  Duncan. 

Messrs.  Thos.  C.  Browne  arid  others,  committee. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  HON.  HENRY  A.  WISE. 

Mr.  Wise  addressed  the  following  letter  to  Hie 
committee  who  invited  him  to  attend  a meeting  of 
the  whig  young  men  of  New  York,  held  at  the  Ma- 
sonic Haff  on  Die  10th  ultimo: 

Accomack  C.  H.  Va.,  Oct.  25,  1S38. 

Gentlemen:  Yours  of  the  2.9lh  nit.  reached  me.  not 
until  very  lately,  loo  late  for  me  (o  comply  with  its 
flattering  request  to  attend  the  public  inctiing  ol fil  e 
whig  young  men  of  Hie  city  of  New  York  on  the 
10th  inst.  I had  been  absent  at  Hie  Virginia  springs, 
and  attending  the  courts  of  the  surrounding-  circuit, 
when  I received  your  letter;  and  have  deeply  to  re- 
gret that  1 was  not  in  place  to  get  it  sooner,  for  I 
should  have  certainly  dropped  business  and;  every- 
thing to  fly  to  meet  you,  “face  to  fact'.”  Our  only 
hope  now  is  in  the  state  of  New  York;  her  whigs 
may  save  us  from  the  infatuation  of  other  states  in 
which  our  trust  seemed  sure,  but  which  appear  to 
have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  almost  with- 
out a cause.  But,  there  is  a cause — one  I know  of, 
tiie  “ Executive  is  too  strong  for  ihe  people.”  The 
very  party  which  raises  such  an  outcry' against  all 
monopolies  have  built  up  the  most  immense  and 
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leariul  ofali  monopolies — 1 ii.tl  ol  political  power  ami 
mo  nvy  power  in  the  hands  ol  one  corp  .ration  alone, 
the  president  ol  the  United  States.  T.iere  are  but 
three  sources  ol  po  wer  I know  oi'  in  the  government, 
the  power  of  the  public  money,  the  power  ol  tin; 
public  hinds,  and  the  power  ol  llie  public  offices,  all 
three  co  istitutiug  what  is  called  the  power  of  pa- 
tronage. VV.io  .ms  all  thr  ■«  of  these  powers  and  ali 
tlie  mcid  nits  to  them?  Toe  president,  none  other' 
Ami  yet  to  the  anti-monopolists  there  is  no  terror  at 
all  in  this  monster  monopolist  of  all!!  Gentlemen, 
1 lliank  you  for  the  kind  terms  of  your  invitation, 
and  am  devotedly  your  brother  whig. 

Henry  A.  Wise. 

W.  P.  Dissoway,  H.  A.  Buckingham,  James  H. 
Van  Alen,  committee. 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  ADAMS. 

Quincy,  Oct.  27,  1338. 

Gentlemen  : The  nomination  of  so  large  and 
respectable  a portion  of  the  twelfth  congressional 
district  of  Massachusetts,  as  those  whom  you  le- 
present,  is  the  more  gratefully  received  and  accept- 
ed, because  accompanied  with  their  declared  appro- 
bation of  the  general  course  which  I have  hitherto 
pursued  as  the  representative  of  the  district  in  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  Stales. 

If  there  was  in  the  councils  of  the  nation  one  re- 
presentative of  the  people  of  this  union  bound  by 
more  unyielding  ties  than  all  the  rest  lo  adhere  to 
the  self-evident  truths  of  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, and  to  defend  them  alike  through  direct 
assaults  and  prevaricating  compromise,  it  was  the 
member  who  held  his  seat  by  the  confidence  of  the 
sons  of  pilgrim  lathers.  It  was  the  social  covenant 
ol  tile  May-do  wer  that  taught  the  first  practical  les- 
sons of  equal  human  rights,  and  laid  the  only  just 
foundations  of  government  in  the  mutual  pledge  of 
faith.  Could  the  sons  of  those  whose  feet  alighted 
on  the  Plymouth  rock  have  been  represented  by 
one  who  would  listen  and  nod  assent  to  the  axiom 
that  freedom  lives  only  by  suction  from  the  blood 
of  the  slave,  he  w ould  not  only  have  disgraced  Ids 
parentage,  but  must  and  would  have  been  disowned 
by  every  freeman  of  the  district,  of  whatever  parly, 
bearing  one  drop  of  pilgrim  blood  in  his  veins. 

In  the  unhappy  diversities  of  opinion  prevailing 
among  our  fellow-citizc-us  at  this  time,  it  alfords 
me  consolation  and  encouragement  to  observe  that 
upon  this  subject  there  appears  to  be  among  my 
constituents  of  this  district  a great  and  cheering 
unanimity  of  sentiment.  All  adhere  to  the  right  of 
the  people  not  only  to  petition  and  remonstrate  to 
their  representatives  and  rulers,  but  to  the  duly 
of  those  representatives  and  nil  rs  to  listen  to  their 
complaints— to  read  and  consider  their  petitions, 
and  to  answer  them,  not  always  indeed  will)  com- 
pliance, but  always  with  argument,  concession,  and 
with  kindness,  t have  not  heard  of  one  freeman  of 
this- district,  who  considered  the  duty  ol  a legi.sla 
five  assembly  lo  the  sacred  right  of  petition,  lul- 
filled,  by  receiving  and  then  refusing  to  read,  or  con- 
sider [he  complaints  or  remonstrances  of  tile  people. 
Wheresoever  and  vv ith  whomsoever  this  distinction 
originated,  it  is  no  fruit  from  the  blossom  ol  the 
JV1  ay- flower. 

The  freedom  of  thought,  the  freedom  of  the  press, 
the  freedom  of  speech  lor  yourselves,  the  freedom 
of  debite  for  your  representatives,  with  inexpress- 
ible pleasure  1 say,  appear  to  be  eq  i lly  dear  lo  all 
of  my  co'usliui  'tits  of  the  twelfth  congressional  dis 
trict.  i hope  and  trust  in  God  they  will  never  give 
their  confidence  to,  or  trust  their  representative, 
any  man  prepared  to  surrender  them  to  the  oppres- 
sors wrong,  or  to  sink  them  in  the  po.ilical  kennel 
of  party  discipline. 

Against  the  iniquitous  and  most  pernicious  pro- 
ject ot  annexing  the  new  slave-ridd’n  republic  of 
Texas  to  this  Union,  the  opinion  and  the  feeling  ol 
the  whole  people  of  this  district  appear  equally 
unanimous.  Nor  are  the  instigations  to  a waj: 
with  Mexico  m .re  Congenial  to  the  moral  principle 
or  the  public  policy  of  any  one  of  my  constituents. 
I congratulate  you  and  them  that  these  imminent 
dangers  have  for  the  present  passed  away.  Ami 
cable  negolialiou  with  Mexico  is  resumed,  and 
ptveisely  at  the  same  time  the  T-xui  proposal  to 
join  our  union.  Texas,  with  her  mountain  lo  .d 
ot  constituted  slavery  upon  her  hack,  is  withdrawn . 
May  we  never  hear  of  its  renewal,  whether  with 
Moloch  or  Mammon  in  his  train  ! 

I regrd  that  f am  not  enabled  to  indulge  with 
eq  i d confidence  the  hope  that  the  right  ol  petition 
arid  the  I'reedo  n of  debate,  smother'd  as  they  have 
been  for  nearly  thr  e years  in  the  legislative  halls 
of  the  n itioo,  will  b 1 restored  in  all  their  pi  mitud  • 
arid  all  their  purity.  Slavery  shrinks  and  will 
shrink  from  the  eve  of  the  day.  Northern  subser- 
viency to  south  wn  dictation  is  the  pi  ice  paid  hv  a 
northern  ad  ninistratiou  for  southern  support.  The 
people  of  the  north  still  support  by  their  suffrages 


the  men  who  ha  ve  truckled  lo  soul  hern  domination, 
and  Ineir  representatives  have . noi  been  shamed  out 
of  the  distinction  between  refusing  to  receive  and 
refusing  to  rend  a petition.  1 believe  it  is  impossi- 
ble that  this  total  subversion  of  every  principle  of 
iibertv  should  be  much  longer  submitted  lo  by  the 
people  of  (lie  free  states  of  this  Union.  But  their 
fate  is  in  their  own  hands.  If  they  choose  to  be 
represented  by  slaves,  they  will  find  servility 
enough  to  represent  and  betray  them.  I have  seen 
with  pleasure  that,  even  among  the  most,  devot'  d 
supporters  of  the  present  administration,  there  have 
been  here  and  there  one  who  refused  to  sacrifice 
Ills  own  rights  and  those  of  his  constituents  to  ill  ■ 
shrine  ot  party  idolatry.  These,  however,  have 
been  so'itary  exceptions.  Tli  : spirit  of  true  free- 
dom is  not  yet  sutficienlJy  awake,  and,  x\  Idle  she 
slumbers,  all  the  vigils  ot  the  watchman  vviil  be 
vain. 

The  suspension  of  the  right  ol  petition,  the  sup- 
pression of  the  freedom  of  debate,  the  thirst  for  the 
annexation  of  Texas,  the  war-whoop  of  two  sne- 
e ssive  presidents  of  the  United  States  against 
Mexico,  are  all  but  varied  symptoms  of  a deadly 
disease,  seated  in  the  marrow  of  our  bones,  arid 
that  deadly  disease  is  slavery.  The  Union  will  tall 
before  it,  or  it  will  fall  before  the  Union.  The 
abolition  of  slavery  in  tlie.Distiict  ol  Columbia,  or 
in  the  territory  of  Florida,  the  prohibition  of  inter- 
nal piracy  between  the  states,  the  refusal  to  admit 
another  slave  contaminat'  d state  into  the  Union, 
are  all  partial  ineffective  plasters  for  the  great  ele- 
mental evil. 

“ They  will  but  skin  and  film  the  ulcerous  part, 

While  rank  corruption,  mining  all  within, 

Infects  unseen.’’ 

I believe  it  important  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
twelnli  congressional  district  of  Massachusetts 
should  he  lorewarned  that,  during  t lie  26th  con- 
gress, the  whole  system  of  policy  of  the  executive 
administration  of  the  government,  of  this  Union, 
and  all  it-  prominent  measures,  foreign  and  domes- 
tic., will  b *,  as  they  have  been  and  now  are,  to  sup- 
port, strengthen,  and  perpetuate  the  peculiar  insti- 
tutions of  the  south.  The  extermination  of  the  In- 
dian race;  (he  wasteful  dilapidation  of  the  public 
lands;  the  deadly  hostility  to  internal  improvement; 
the  insidious  crippling  of  domestic  industry;  the 
ridiculous  imposture  of  an  exclusive  metallic  cur- 
rency lor  the  revenues  and  expendiinres  of  the 
Union;  the  enormous  increase  of  a standing  army, 
and  the  simultaneous  slanders  upon  the  navy  and 
its  gallant  officers;  the  sycophantic  courtship  of  the 
democracy  of  numbers,  and  the  rancorous  instiga- 
tion ol  labor  against  capital  to  tlm  summary  justice 
of  banking; — all  these  ways  and  means  of  northern 
administration  with  southern  principles,  have  one 
and  Ihe  same  origin,  and  are  gathering  to  one  issue 
— Ihe  melting  in  eternal  bondage  the  chains  of 
your  southern  countrymen  of  African  descent. 

Should  Ihe  people  of  the  twelfth  congressional 
district  of  Massachusetts  again  see  fit  to  station 
me  as  their  sentinel  on  the  watch  tower  of  the  na- 
tion,  they  will  not  expect  from  me  consent,  acqui- 
escence, or  compromise  with  the  system  or  any 
of  its  parts.  Uny  ielding  hostility  against  it  is  inter- 
woven with  every  pulsation  ol  mv  heart.  Resis- 
tance against  it.  feeble  and  inefficient  as  the  last 
accents  of  a failing  vo'ce  may  be,  shall  slill  be 
heard,  while  (he  power  of  utterance  sill  remains, 
and  shall  never  cease  till  the  pitcher  shall  be  bro- 
ken at  the  fountain,  the  du-t  return  to  the  earth  as 
it  was,  and  the  spirit  unto  Gad  w ho  gave  it. 

I am,  with  grateful  sentiments  to  you,  and  those 
whom  you  represent,  for  the  renewed  testimonial 
of  your  and  their  confidme.", 

Gentlemen,  your  friend  arid  fellow-citizen, 
Jofn  Quincy  Adams. 

Messrs.  Isaac  L.  Hedge,  Situ  Sprage,  jr.,  and 
Eliliu  Hobart. 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  CLAY. 

.Ashland.  Oct.  1,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  I am  honored  by  the  invitation, 
tra  (smitied  to  me  by  you  as  the  committee  o(  Ihe 
wings  of  Henry  county,  in  Tennessee,  to  a dinner 
proposed  to  he  given  to  the  hon.  John  Bell,  on  the 
li'li  i nst.  1 should  be  very  happy  to  be  able  to  at- 
tend on  such  an  interesting  occasion.  It  is  a cha- 
racteristic of  that  f rocious  spirit  of  denunciation 
and  persecution,  of  which  I was  long  the  chosen 
victim,  to  display  its  greatest  venom  against  those 
who  have  last  incurred  its  enmity.  It  has  been 
Ihe  fate  of  a distinguished  citizen,  in  the  eastern 
part  of  your  state,  and  of  Mr.  B II.  to  be  the  latest 
objects  st  I cfed  for  the  vengeance  of  that  spirit,  and 
hence  all  Ihe  phials  of  wrath  are  poured  out  on  their 
heads.  I have  been  comparatively  snared  and  for- 
gotten. No  slate  in  the  union  has  exhibited  a no- 
bler independence  than  Tennessee;  and  (he  people 


of  it,  in  resolving  to  sustain  those  two  citizens 
; against  unmerited  attacks,  have  shown  their  Sensi- 
bility to  faithful  and  eminent  services  and  a just  ab- 
horrence to  gross  injustice.  I would  gladly  unite 
with  the  ubigsof  Henry,  in  the  intended  respect 
to  Mr.  Bell,  but.  duties  and  engagements  at  home 
compel  ine  reluctantly  to  decline  the  acceptance 
of  your  invitation. 

I Among  other  strange  and  dangerous  principles 
of  government  which  have  been  introduced  within 
the  last  levy  yearfc,  none  is  more  remarkable  than 
the  system  of  reward  and  punishments,  which  lias 
been  acted  upon.  Devotion  to  power  is  the  high- 
est, and  ofirii  the  only,  recommendation  to  execu- 
tive patronage  whilst  to  question  the  fallibility  of 
a leading  administration  is  regarded  as  the  great- 
est crime  which  a citizen  can  commit.  Rejection 
by  the  people  of  a parizan  of  the  executive;  who 
|isa  candidate  for  office,  is  a sure  passport  to  its 
; lavor.  So  that  the  most  certain  w ay  to  gel  an  office 
; is  to  lose  one.  Numerous  examples  might  he  given 
j of  this  practice,  but  I will  mention  only  two.  A 
j candidate  for  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
side  of  the  administration,  being  njeeied  by  the 
people,  was  soon  after  rewarded  by  a high  execu- 
tive office  at  Washington.  And  w hen  tie  pouted 
and  threatened  in  consequence  of  another  rejected 
I candidate  lor  the  same  office,  of  less  zealous  ( a i i b , 
being  appointed  to  a foreign  mission  he  was  quiet- 
ed by  being  transferred  to  a lucrative  office  in  Pl.ila- 
| delphia.  The  oilier  instance  is  in  y our  own  -tale. 
A senator,  w ho  had  lost  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Tenhess  e.has  been  recently  compensated  by 
a seat  in  the  cabinet. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  vou  see  with  what  contempt 
power  treats  the  people.  It  has  divot ced  itself 
from  them.  And  it  is  the  same  spirit  that,  by 
means  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  it  seeks  to  estab- 
lish lor  itself  one  currency,  leaving  Ihe  people  in 
the  possession  of  another,  and,  as  it  alleges  an  infe- 
rior currency. 

You  will  recollect  that.  Mr.  Adams’  administra- 
tion was  bitteilv  denounced,  because,  in  a single 
instance,  it  made  an  appointment  of  a postmaster 
at  Nashville  contrary  to  the  recommendation  of  a 
majority  of  the  Tennessee  delegation.  The  gentle- 
man appointed  was  of  undoubted  character,  warmly 
recommended  and  eminently  qualified  lor  the  office. 
He  was  afterwards  if  I mi-take  not,  chosen  by  the 
people,  mayor  of  that  city . But  there  was  one  quali- 
fication for  the  office  of  postmaster  of  Nushyiile 
i which  he  wanted — he  was  riot  in  favor  of  the  late 
election  of  i be  late  president  of  the  United  States. 

Judging  f rom  the  events  of  the,  last  year,  another 
and  belter  destiny  awaits  our  union  Ilian  to  which 
jour  mlers  have  been  hurrying  it.  I congratulate  1 
you  on  the  au.-picious  prospect  before  ns.  When 
our  deliverance  is  consummated,  no  slate  can  look 
upon  its  accomplishment  w ith  prouder  satisfaction 
than  Tennessee.  I am  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Clay. 


COMMON  SCHOOL  EDUCATION. 

From  the  Taunton  (Mass  ) Whig, 

Speech  of  governor  Everett  at  the  meeting  of  the 
friends  of  educi/lion  in  Bristol  county,  at  Taunton. 
The  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  and 
adopted  by  the  convention,  were  published  in  our 
last.  When  the  last  resolution  of  the  series  was 
announced  by  the  president  of  the  convention  for 
consideration,  his  c-xcellencv  addressed  him  sub- 
stantially as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  I.  rise  nt  the  particular  request 
of  the  secretary  of  the  board,  and  in  compliance 
with  the  the  wishes  of  other  respected  Bunds  of 
education,  to  express  to  you  the  thoughts  vv  hich 
occur  to  rue,  on  the  great  subject  now  under  our 
consideration,  and  more  especially  on  the  resolu- 
tion which  ha?  just  been  read.  1 do  not  come  pre- 
pared to  discuss  the  proposition  which  if  contains 
in  a maturely  digested  discourse;  fir  less  in  the 
purpose  of  going  over  the  ground,  which  fins  been 
|so  thoroughly  explored  in  the  masterly  address  of 
the  secretary.  My  object  is  only  to  offer  to  you 
arid  this  large  and  respected  audience  live  thoughts, 
somewhat a desultory,  which  | resent  themselves  to 
my  mind  on  the  principle  advanced  in  the  i < solu- 
tion; and  if  I can  do  no  more,  I shall  be  well  con- 
tent'd with  having  offered  to  the  convention  this 
public  testimony  of  the  interest  r take  in  the  cause. 

I will  observe,  in  the  first  place,  that  without  de- 
signing anv  thing  like  adulation  of  our  nativ  e state, 
we  may  claim  for  it  the  credit  of  having  made  pro- 
vision for  education  from  the  iliest  period  ol  its 
settlement.  The  small  New  England  republics, 
and  (specially  Massachusetts,  have  been  in  point 
of  time  fai  in  advance  of  the  older  governnienls  of 
the  world,  in  systematic  provision  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  people,  at  ttip  public  expense.  In  set- 
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ting  this  example,  we  have  certainly  pan!  back  to 
Europe  no  small  part  of  the  debt  ol  civilization.  I 
regard  this  hereditary  cate  lor  education  as  a pre- 
cions  poit ion  of  our  moral  birthright,  and  I trust 
we  shall  transmit  it  unimpaired  lo  alter  ages. 

I would  gladly  believe,  nay,  1 do  firmly  believe, 
that  this  attention,  which  in  this  country  has  never 
been  w ithheld  from  education,  and  which  of  late,  1 
am  rejoiced  to  say,  has  greatly  increased,  does  not 
manifest  itself  in  an  accidental,  far  less  unconge- 
nial association,  with  that  general  interest  m politi- 
cal aifairs,  which  also  characterizes  our  communi- 
ties and  springs  from  popular  institutions.  On  the 
contrary,  in  the  view  1 take  of  the  subject,  a coun- 
try possessed  of  such  institutions  is  precisely  that 
where  education  is  most  important; — where  alone 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  cany  ing  on  the  sys- 
tem of  government,  and  keeping  up  its  natural 
healthy  action.  It  is,  of  course,  in  such  a country 
that  we  should  most  expect  from  people  an  enlight- 
ened and  vigilant  care  of  education. 

There  are  two  simple  plans  ol  government,  which, 
ei'her  pure  and  without  qualifications  or  with  some 
a Imixtme  of  the  two  principles,  all  constitutions 
ar  ■ constructed.  One  of  them  asserts  that  the  peo 
pie  are  t n-  rightful  source  of  power,  both  ultimate 
and  dir.  cq  the  other  denies  this  proposition.  When 
Charles  the  first  stood  upon  the  sea. fold,  and  a mo- 
mmit  bdore  he  laid  his  head  upon  the  block, — so 
firm  was  his  faith  in  the  last  named  principle,  that 
he  declared  with  his  dying  breath; — that  -- 1 he  peo- 
ple’s right  was  only  to  have  their  life  and  their 
goods  their  own,  a share  in  the  government  being 
nothing  pertaining  to  them.”  The  other  plan  is 
announced  in  clear  terms,  in  the  constitution  of 
Massachusetts:  “The  people  of  this  comlnon- 

weallli  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  go- 
verning themselves,  as  a free,  sovereign,  and  inde- 
pendent state.” 

Now  it  might  be  thought  that,  even  on  the  theory 
of  government  which  Charles  sealed  with  his 
blood,  education  would  be  deemed  a great  popular 
interest,  as  teaching  the  methods  and  furnishing 
some  of  the  means  of  preserving  life  and  acquiring 
property,  which  In*  admitted  to  be  within  the  right 
of  the  people.  It  dops  not  appear,  however,  that  at 
that  time,  nor  till  long  after,  this  right  was  under- 
stood as  imposingany  correlaliveduty  on  the  prince; 
consequently  such  a thing  as  a scheme  of  popular 
education  at  that  time  was  unthought  of.  It  is  riot 
certainly  inv  intention  lo  intimate  that  there  was 
no  education  in  England  before  (be  revolution  of 
ltJSd,  but  sucli  as  was  compatible  with  the  spirit 
and  policy  of  a purely  arbitrary  government. 
There  was  always  a temperament  of  popular  insti- 
tutions in  the  British  monarchy,  inviting  and  fore 
ing  the  minds  of  men,  in  various  ways,  to  improve- 
ment and  progress.  The  administration  of  a .fairs 
had  never  in  practice,  for  any  long  period  of  time, 
been  brought  clown  to  the  platform  of  oriental  despo- 
tism, to  which  tile  theory  of  Charles  I.  reduced  it. 
There  were  always  parliaments,  courts  of  justice, 
and  juries  in  the  worst  of  times.  The  universities 
w?rn  seats  of  scholastic  learning,  and  the  practice 
of  dispensing  religious  instruction  from  the  pulpit 
forced  upon  the  church  a cent:, in  kind  of  popular 
education;  but  I supp  >se  if  was  obtained  at  schools 
provided  by  pious  and  charilable  individuals.  Noth- 
ing resulted  from  the  theory  of  th--  government,  but 
that  the  p'ince  and  those  associated  with  him  re- 
quired the  advantages  of  education  to  fit  them  for 
the  administration  of  aifairs.  Accordingly  we  find 
that  with  the  popular  reform  which  have  been  made 
in  the  government  of  England  in  modern  times, and 
especially  in  our  own  day,  attention  has  been  given 
for  the  frst  time  to  national  education.  The  best 
eli'orts  of  the  Broughams  and  VVyses  have  been 
strenuously  made  in  this  cause;  and  I learn  with 
satisfaction  from  a distinguished  gentleman  from 
that  country,  who  is  now  present  with  us,  (Mr. 
G orge  Combe  of  Edinburgh,)  that  a greatly  in- 
creased interest  in  tlm  subject  has  marked  the  pro- 
gress of  the  political  reforms  of  a recent  date,  in  the 
land  of  our  fathers.  In  like  maunpr  in  France, 
every  thing  tint  has  be-n  done  for  pophlar  educa- 
tion by  the  enlightened  zeal  and  labors  of  M.  Cou- 
sin. and  ils  other  distinguished  friends  in  that  c.iun- 
try,  dates  fro  n the  period  of  the  political  reforms  of 
the  government  of  the  country.  Ii  reflects  lasting 
credit  on  tha  Prussian  monarchy  that,  without  ad 
milling  the  peopl  • to  a share  in  the'governmant,  il 
has  had  the  wi  -dom  and  the  coinage  to  bestow  upon 
them  such  an  admirable  system  of  public  education 

B non  the  plan  of  government  established  in  the 
United  States,  where  the  people  are  not  only  in 
theory  the  source  of  power,  but  in  practice  are  ac- 
tually called  upon,  constantly  to  take  an  efficient 
part  in  constituting  and  administering  the  govern- 
ment, it  i3  plain  that  education  is  universally  and 
indispensably  n icessary  to  enable  them  to  exercise 
their  rights  and  perform  their  duties.  This  will 


he  put  beyond  question,  by  cousideiing  a lew  parti- 
culars. 

1.  The  first  duty  in  a popular  government  is  that 
which  is  attached  to  the  elective  franchise,  though 
L fear  it  is  too  little  regaided  in  this  light.  It  is 
not  merely  the  right,  but  it  is  the  duty  ol  Ihe  citi 
zen,  by  the  exercise  of  the  right  ofsuiirage,  to  take 
a part,  at  periods  recurring  alter  short  intervals, 
in  organizing  (lie  government.  This  duly  cannot 
h » discharged  with  rectitude,  unless  il  be  discharged 
with  intelligence;  and  it  becomes  Ihe  duty  of  the 
citizen  to  make  up  his  own  mind  on  all  the 
great  questions  which  arise  in  administering  the 
government.  How  numerous  and  important  these 
questions  are,  I need  not  say.  Since  you  and  I, 
lvlr.  President,  have  been  of  years  to  observe  Ihe 
march  of  affairs,  the  people  of  the  United  Stales 
have  been  called  lo  make  up  a practical  judgment 
on  the  following  among  other  great  questions.  The 
protective  polio /,  that  is  on  the  legislation  necessary 
to  introduce  and  establish  an  infant  branch  of  man- 
ufactures, a question,  however  easily  disposed  ol 
bv  theorists  on  both  sides,  of  infinite  practical  diffi- 
culty. On  the  circulating  medium,  and  how  far  the 
currency,  which  is  the  representative  of  value, 
must  have  intrinsic  value  itself.  On  the  different 
families  of  the  human  race  existing  in  the  country, 
and  the  rights  and  duties  which  result  from  their 
relation  to  each  other.  Of  the  relations  of  the  coun- 
try with  foreign  powers,  in  reference  to  colonial 
trade,  disputed  boundaries,  and  indemnifications 
for  wrongs  and  spoliations.  On  the  disposal  of  the 
public  domain,  and  ils  bearings  on  the  progress  of 
population  and  republican  government  in  the  mighty 
west.  On  the  nature  of  our  political  system,  as 
consisting  in  the  harmonious  adjustment  of  the  fed- 
eral and  state  governments.  I have  named  only  a 
part  ol  the  questions  which,  within  the  last  twenty 
years,  have  been,  some  of  them,  constantly  belore 
the  community,  the  turning  points  of  municipal, 
stale,  and  national  elections.  The  good  citizen, 
who  is  not  willing  to  be  the  slave  of  parly,  because 
be  is  a member  of  it,  must  make  up  his  mind  for 
himsell  on  all  those  great  questions,  or  ho  cannot 
exercise  the  right  of  suffrage  with  intelligence  and 
independence.  As  the  majority  of  the  people  are 
well  or  ill-informed  oil  these  subjects,  the  public 
policy  of  the  country  will  be  guided  bv  wisdom 
and  truth  or  the  reverse.  I do  riot  mean  that  it  is 
necessary  that  every  citizen  should  receive,  an  edu  - 
cation which  would  enable  him  to  argue  all  these 
questions  at  length  in  a deliberative  and  popular 
assembly.  Bnt  while  it  is  his  right  and  his  duty 
to  give  effect  to  his  judgment  at  Ihe  polls,  and  while 
the  constitution  necessarily  gives  as  much  weight 
to  the  vote  of  the  uninformed  and  ignorant  as  to  that 
of  the-  well-instructed  and  intelligent  citizen,  it  is 
plain  that  file  avenues  to  information  should  be  as 
wide  and  numerous  as  possible,  and  that  the  utmost 
practicable  extension  should  be  given  to  a system 
of  education  which  will  confer  on  every  citizen 
the  capacity  of  deriving  knowledge  with  readiness 
and  accuracy  from  books  and  documents.  The 
whole  energvof  Ihe  stale  should  be  directed  to  mul- 
tiply the  numbers  of  those  capable  of  forming  an 
independent  and  rational  judgment  of  their  own, 
and  to  diminish  as  much  as  possible  the  numbers  of 
Ihe  opposite  class,  who,  being  blinded  bv  ignorance, 
are  at  (lie  mercy  of  any  one  who  has  an  interest 
and  the  skill  to  delude  them. 

2.  But  Ihe  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  is 
hut  the  beginning  of  the  duties  of  the  citizen.  The 
constitution  makes  il  the  right,  the  laws  make  it 
tile  duly  of  all  citizens  within  c -rtain  ages  to  hear 
arms.  It  may  sound  si  rang,  ly  to  connect  this  duty 
with  Ihe  subject  of  education.  1 hope  no  practical 
demonstration  of  the  connection  of  the  topics  will 
ever  arise  among  us.  But  this  right  and  ibis  duty, 
lightly  esteemed  in  quiet  times,  may  become  of 
fearful  import.  Arms  are  plac-d  in  the  hands  of 
the  citizen,  for  the  most  important  purposes,  nol 
for  parade  an. I holiday  display,  but  to  defend  his 
country  against  violence  from  abroad,  to  maintain 
the  supremacy  of 'lie  laws,  to  preserve  t ho  peace  of 
the  community.  Heaven  grant  that  the  day  mav 
be  far  distant  when  our  citizens  shall  he  call  d to 
wield  them  for  either  purpose.  Buf  if  the  expe- 
rience of  the  past  warrant  an  anticipation  of  (he 
future,  the  time  may  come  when  this  duly  also  is  to 
he  performed.  It  w ill  not  then  b-  a matter  of  in- 
difference whethei  the  honor  and  peace  of  the  com- 
munity are  committed  to  an  ignorant  and  b mighted 
multitude,  like  those  which  swell  the  ranks  of  Un- 
mercenary standing  armies  of  Europe,  or  (o  an  ed- 
ucated and  intelligent  population,  whose  powers  of 
inflection  have  been  strengthened  by  exercise,  and 
who  are  able  to  discriminate  between  .constitutional 
liberty  and  arbitrary  power  oil  the  one  hand,  and 
anarchy  on  the  oilier. 

3.  There  are  other  civil  duties  to  be  performed, 
for  which  education  furnishes  a still  more  direct  and 


•apppmpn.ite  preparation.  I lie  law  of  the  laud 
calls  tin-  citizen  to  lake  a pari  iri  the  administra- 
tion ol  justice.  Twelve  men  are  placed  in  the 
jury  lux,  to  decide  on  Ihe  numbei less  questions 
which  arise  in  the  community — questions  ol  char- 
aclei — questions  of  life.  The  jury  passes  on 
your  fortune,  your  reputation;  pronounces  win  t lit r 
you  shall  live  or  die.  Co  iolo  the  courts;  are 
they  light  matters  which  those  twelve  men  are 
• o decide?  Look  in  the  anxious  laces  of  those 
whose  estates — whose  good  name — whose  all  is 
at  stake,  hanging  on  the  intelligence  of  those 
twelve  men  or  any  one  of  them.  What  assurance 
is  there  hut  that  w hich  comes  from  our  schools,  that 
these  men  will  understand  and  do  their  duty?  Yes, 
these  little  boys  now  spoiling  in  Ihe  streets  or 
conning  th  ir  tasks  in  our  (own  schools,  in  a few 
short  years  w ill  he  summoned  in  their  turns,  to 
discharge  this  important  tiust.  Can  we  deem  it  a 
matter  ol  indifference  whether  or  not  their  minds 
have  been  early  accustomed  to  follow  a train  of 
thoughts  or  a statement  of  fads?  Did  no!  the  secre- 
tary give  us  this  morning  liom  his  own  experience, 
the  instance  of  a witness  who,  in  a case  ol  slander, 
where  every  thing  turned  on  his  testimony , first 
swore  that  what  he  saw,  he  saw  through  one  win- 
dow and  then  through  another,  and  then  through  a 
door?  Woe  to  the  community  where  the  degree  of- 
stolidity  and  ignorance  necessary  lo  constitute  such 
a witness  abounds;  arid  where  it  must  appear  not 
only  on  the  stand  burin  the  jury  box.  II  appears 
to  me  a most  imperative  duty,  on  the  part  ol  a state 
which  calls  its  citizens  to  dischaige  this  momentous 
' office,  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  qualify  them  for  it, 
by  a general  system  of  education.  It  is  said  there 
is  I.  arued  counsel  to  argue  and  explain  the  cause 
to  a jury,  however  ignorant?  But  there  is  counsel 
on  both  sides, — the  jury  must  decide  after  hearing 
them  both.  But  the  court  will  instruct  the  jury. 
No  doubt  as  far  as  the  law  is  concerned; — but  Ihe 
court’s  instructions  are  addressed  to  minds,  sup- 
posed to  be  capable  ol'  following  out  an  argument; 
estimating  evidence;  and  making  np  an  indepen- 
dent opinion.  I do  not  say  that  there  aie  nol  some 
minds,  to  whom  the  best  opportunities  of  education 
would  not  impart  the  requisite  qualifications  ol  an 
intelligent  juror.  But  l may  appeal  to  every  pro- 
lessional  character  and  magistrate  in  this  conven- 
tion, that  in  an  important  case,  if  he  were  to  be 
called  on  to  select  a jury  on  which  he  could  place 
-full  reliance,  he  would  select  men  of  good  common 
sense,  who  bad  received  a good  common  education. 

4.  But  I have  not  yet  named  all  Ihe  civil  duties 
for  which  education  is  needed  as  Ihe  preparatory 
discipline.  The  various  official  trusts  in  society 
are  to  be  filled,  Iroin  a commission  of  the  peace 
lo  the  chief  justiceship;— from  a constable  up  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States.  The  spheie  of 
duty  of  some  of  the  functionaries  is  narrow — of 
others  large  arid  inexpressibly  responsible — of  none 
insignificant.  Talcmi  together,  they  make  up  the 
administration  of  free  government — Ihe  greatest 
merely  temporal  interest  of  civilized  man.  There 
are  three  courses  between  which  we  must  choose. 
We  must  have  officers  unqualified  for  their  duties; 
or  we  must  educate  a privileged  class  to  monopo- 
lize the  honors  and  emoluments  of  place; — or  vve 
must  establish  such  a system  of  general  education, 
as  will  furnish  a supply  of  well-informed,  intelligent, 
and  respectable  citizens,  in  every  part  of  Ihe  conn- 
tty.  ami  in  every  walk  of  life,  capable  ol  discharg- 
ing the  (rusts  which  the  people  may  devolve  upon 
them.  The  topic  is  of  greal  compass,  but  I cannot 
dweil  upi  n it.  Il  issupeiflu  ms  to  say  which  of  the 
three  courses  is  most  congenial  with  the  spirit  of 
republicanism. 

5.  i have  thus  far  spoken  of  those  reasons  for 
promoting  common  school  education,  which  spiing 
from  the  nature  of  our  government.  There  aie 
others,  derived  from  Ihe  condition  of  our  country. 
Individual  enterprise  is  every  where  stimulated— 
the  paths  of  adventure  are  open — the  boundless 
west  prevents  tile  older  settlements  from  being 
overstocked,  and  gives  scope  for  an  unexampled 
'b'velopement  of  energy.  Education  is  w ante  d,  to 
enlighten  and  to  direct  these  active  ram  ing  powers- 
without  if,  much  wild  vigor  will  be  exerted  in  vain! 
Energy  alone  is  not  enough;  it  must  be  turned  lo 
feasible  objects,  and  w orked  by  sound  principles. 

Again,  this  spirit  of  enterprise  runs  naiurally  to- 
ward the  acquisition  of  wealth.  In  this  I find  no 
matter  of  reproach;  only  let  it  not  he  a merely  Car- 
thagenian  prosperity;  let  a taste  for  reading  and  re- 
flection hr-  cultivated,  as  well  a.s  property  acquired. 
Let  us  give  our  children  the  keys  of  know  h dge,  as 
w ell  as  an  establishment  in  business.  Let  them' in 
youth  form  habits  and  tastes,  which  remain  with  them 
in  afterlife — inofil  age, — and  furnish  rational  enter- 
tainment at  all  times.  When  we  collect  the  little 
circle  at  the  family  board,  and  at  the  fireside  in  our 
long  winter  evenings,  let  us  be  able  to  talk  of  sub- 
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jects  of  interest  and  importance, — the  productions 
and  institutions  ol  our  own  and  foreign  countries — 
the  history  of  our  venerated  farthers — the  wonders 
of  the  material  universe — the  existence  of  our  race 
—great  moral  interests  and  duties, — subjects  surely 
as  important  as  dollars  and  cents.  Let  U3,  from 
early  years,  teach  our  children  to  rise  above  the 
dust  beneath  their  feet,  to  the  consideration  of  the 
great  scriptural  concerns  of  immortal  natures.  A 
mere  book  worm  is  a worthless  character:  but  a 
mere  money  getter  is  no  better. 

It  is  a great  mistake  to  suppose  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  be  a professional  man,  in  order  lo  have  lei- 
sure to  indulge  a taste  for  reading.  Far  otherwise. 
I believe  the  mechanic,  the  engineer,  the  husband- 
man, the  trader,  have  quite  as  much  leisure  as  the 
average  of  men  in  the  learned  professions.  I know 
some  men  busily  engaged  in  tiiese  different  callings 
of  active  life,  whose  minds  are  well  stored  with  va- 
rious useful  knowledge  acquired  from  books. 
There  would  be  more  such  men,  if  education  in  our 
common  schools  were,  as  it  well  might  be,  of  a 
higher  order:  and  if  common  school  libraries,  well 
furnished,  were  introduced  into  every  district,  as  1 
trust  in  due  time  they  will  be.  It  is  surprising,  sir, 
how  much  may  be  effected,  even  under  the  most 
unfavorable  circumstances  for  the  improvement  of 
the  mind,  by  a person  resolutely  bent  on  the  acqui- 
sition of  knowledge.  A letter  has  lately  been  put 
into  my  hands,  bearing  date  the  6th  of  September, 
so  interesting  in  itself,  and  so  strongly  illustrative  of 
this  point,  that  I will  read  a portion  of  it;  though  it 
was  written,  I am  sure,  with  but  the  least  view  to 
publicity. 

“ f was  the  youngest  (says  the  writer)  of  many 
brethren,  and  my  parents  were  poor.  lVly  means 
of  education  were  limited  lo  the  advantages  ot  a 
district  school,  and  those  again  were  circumscribed 
by  my  father’s  death,  which  deprived  me  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  of  those  scanty  opportunities  which  I had 
previously  enjoyed.  A lew  months  alter  his  de- 
cease I apprenticed  myself  to  a blacksmith  in  my 
native  village.  Thither  1 carried  an  indomitable 
taste  for  reading,  which  I had  previously  acquired 
through  the  medium  of  the  society  library;  all  the 
historical  works  in  which  I had  at  that  time  perused. 
At  the  expiration  of  a little  more  than  half  my  ap- 
prenticeship, 1 suddenly  conceived  the  idea  of  stu- 
dying latin.  Through  the  assistance  of  my  elder 
brother,  who  had  himself  obtained  a collegiate  edu- 
cation by  his  own  exertion,  [ completed  my  Virgil 
during  the  evenings  of  one  winter.  After  some 
time  devoted  to  Cicero  and  a few  other  laliu  au- 
thors, I commenced  the  Greek.  At  this  time  it 
was  necessary  that  I should  devote  every  hour  of 
daylight  and  a part  of  the  evening  to  the  duties  of 
my  apprenticeship.  Still  I carried  my  Greek  gram- 
mar in  my  hat,  and  often  found  a moment,  when  I 
was  heating  some  large  iron,  when  I couid  place 
my  book  open  before  me  against  the  chimney  of 
my  forge,  and  go  through  with  tuplo,  tupleis,  tuples, 
unperceived  by  ray  fellow  apprentices,  and,  to  my 
confusion  of  lace,  with  a detrimental  etfect  to  tile 
charge  in  my  fire.  At  evening  1 sat  down,  unas- 
sisted and  alone,  to  the  Iliad  of  Homer,  twenty 
books  of  which  measured  my  progress  in  that  lan- 
guage during  the  evenings  of  another  winter.  I 
next  turned  to  the  modern  languages,  and  was 
much  gratified  to  learn  that  my  knowledge  of  the 
Latin  furnished  me  with  a key  to  the  literature  of 
most  of  the  languages  of  Europe. 

“This  circa Jistauce  gave  a new  impulse  to  the 
desire  of  acquainting  myself  with  the  philosophy,  de- 
rivation, and  affinity  of  the  different  European 
tongues.  I could  not  be  reconciled  to  limit  myself 
in  these  investigations  to  a few  hours  after  the  ardu- 
ous labours  of  the  day.  I therefore  laid  down  my 
hammer  and  went  to  New  Haven,  where  I recited 
to  native  teachers  in  French.  Spanish,  German,  and 
Italian.  I returned  at  tile  expiration  of  two  years  to 
the  forge,  bringing  with  me  such  books  in  those  lan- 
guages as  I could  procure.  When  I had  read  tiiese 
books  through,  I commenced  the  Hebrew  with 
an  awakened  desire  of  examining  another  field;  anil 
by  assidious  application  I was  enabled  in  a few 
weeks  to  read  this  language  with  such  facility  that  f 
allotted  it  to  myself  as  a task,  to  read  two  chapters 
iu  the  Hebrew  Bible,  before  breakfast  each  morning; 
this  an  i an  hour  at  noon  b eing  all  the  time  that  I 
■could  devote  to  myself  during  the  day.  Alter  be- 
coming somewhat  familiar  with  litis  language,  ! 
looks  f around  me  for  the  means  of  iniiialiug  myseli 
into  the  fields  of  oriential  literature,  and  to  my  deep 
regret  and  concern  I found  my  progress  in  this  direc- 
tion hedged  up  by  the  want  of  requisite  books.  I 
immediately  began  to  devise  means  of  obviating  this 
■obstacle;  and  after  many  plans  I concluded  to  seek 
a place  as  a sailor  on  board  some  ship  bound  to  Eu- 
rope, thinking  in  this  way  to  have  opportunities  of 
collecting  at  different  ports  such  works  in  the  modern 
and.orientia!  languages  as  I found  necessary  foi  this 


object.  I left  the  forge  and  my  native  place  to  car- 
ry this  plan  into  execution.  I travelled  on  foot  to 
Boston,  a distance  of  more  than  a hundred  miles,  to 
find  some  vessel  bound  to  Europe.  In  this  I was 
disappointed,  and  while  revolving  in  my  mind  vvlmt 
steps  to  take  accidently  heard  of  the  American  An- 
tiquarian Society  at  Worcester.  I immediately  bent 
my  steps  towards  this  place.  I visited  the  hall  of 
th/American  Antiquarian  Society, and  found  there, 
to  my  infinite  gratification,  such  a collection  of  ancient, 
modern,  and  oriential  languages  as  1 never  before 
conceived  to  be  collected  in  one  place;  and  sir,  you 
may  imagine  with  what  sentiments  of  gratitude  I 
was  affected,  when  upon  evincing  a desire  to  exam- 
ine some  of  these  rich  and  rare  works,  I was  kindly 
invited  to  an  unlimited  participation  in  ail  the  bene- 
fiis  of  this  noble  institution.  Availing  myself  of  the 
kindness  of  the  directors,  I spend  about  three  hours 
daily  at  the  hall,  which,  with  au  hour  at  noun  and 
about  three  in  the  evening,  make  up  the  portion  of 
the  day  which  I appropriate  to  my  studies,  the  rest 
being  occupied  in  arduous  manual  labor.  Through 
the  iaeilities  afforded  by  this  institution,  I have  been 
able  to  add  so  much  to  my  previous  acquaintance 
with  the  ancient,  modern  and  oriential  languages,  as 
to  be  able  to  read  upwards  ot  fifty  of  them,  with  more 
or  less  facility.” 

I trust,  Mr.  President,  I shall  be  pardoned  by  the 
ingenious  author  of  this  letter  and  the  gentleman  to 
whom  it  is  addressed,  (W.  Lincoln,  esq.  of ‘Worces- 
ter,) for  the  liberty  which  I have  taken,  unexpected, 
I am  sure,  by  both  of  them,  in  thus  making  it  pub- 
lic. It  discloses  a resolute  purpose  of  improvement, 
(under  obstacles  and  difficulties  0,1  no  ordinary 
kind,)  which  excites  my  admiration,  I may  say  my 
veneration.  It  is  enough  to  make  one  who  lias  had 
good  opportunities  for  education,  hang  his  head  in 
shame. 

No  leisure,  Mr.  President,  for  reading?  If  there  is 
a man  in  the  community  of  an  intelligent  mind  and 
with  the  least  tincture  of  improvement  derived 
from  education,  who,  when  coming  at  nightfall  from 
his  labor,  (I  care  not  how  hard  or  humble,)  il  toid 
that  beneath  his  roof  he  would  find  Shakespeare,  or 
Milton,  or  Scott,  or  li  ving,  or  Charming,  seated  in 
aclua!  presence  by  his-fireside,  and  waiting  to  con- 
verse with  him,  would  he  talk  of  wanting  leisure  or 
of  fatigue.  Would  he  not  bound  forward  to  meet 
diem  as  the  panting  hart  bounds  lo  the  water  brooks? 
Would  not  the  stars  grow  pale  in  Hie  sky  before,  he 
would  think  of  weariness?  Well,  sir,  there  is  not  an 
individual  in  the  community,  who  cannot  for  a few 
dollars,  surround  his  fireside,  with  tiiese  kindred  spi- 
rits ther lights  and  guides  of  humanity:  not. in  bodily, 
but  in  intellectual  presence.  They  will  speak  lo 
his  understanding,  not  thiough  the  car,  but  trough 
the  eye.  Tiiey  will  discourse  to  him  not  in  their 
every  day  language,  in  which,  perhaps,  tiiey  do  not 
greatly  excel  iheir  fellows,  but  in  the  choicest  and 
purest  strains  to  which,  by  study  and  meditation,  and, 
1 had  almost  said,  by  inspiration,  they  have  elevated 
their  thoughts;  and  this  they  will  do,  not  for  a hasty 
moment  in  a brief  visit,  but  again  and  again,  for  days 
and  for  years,— yea,  until  bv  long  continued  inter- 
course with  the  noblest  intellects  of  our  race  his  own 
becomes  exalted  and  purified. 

6.  There  is  another  topic  to  which  I ought  to  al- 
lude, more  important  than  all  others:  but  I have 
only  time  for  a single  remark.  Man  is  a religious 
being,  and  as  far  as  human  means  and  influences  go, 
education  is  the  natural  basis  of  a national  belief.  It 
is  the  peculiarity  of'christianity  as  distimruished  from 
other  religions,  that  it  addresses  the  understand- 
ing, as  well  as  the  heart.  It  commands  us  to  search 
the  scriptures: — to  be  ready  to  give  a reason  fur  the 
faith  that  is  in  us:  and  it  inviles  us,  on  the  sabbath 
to  listen  to  a discourse,  that  is  a connected,  well  rea- 
soiled  address,  on  its  evidence,  duties,  hopes  and 
sanctions.  Can  this  be  done  to  a good  purpos'e, 
(humanely  speaking)  without  education?  'The 
heathen  might  offer  incense  on  the  alter  of  Jupiter 
with  a vacant  mind;  he  might  scrutinize  (he  palpi- 
tating vicera  of  animals  with  a grovelling  spirit; — 
he  might  consult  the  oracle  at  Delphi  and  shape 
his  conduct  by  the  response,  with  a benighted  un- 
derstanding. It  is  saying  but  little  to  say  that  there 
was  nothing  in  his  religion  that  invited  the  exer- 
cise of  his  mental  powers.  We  are  blessed  with  a 
faith  which  calls  into  action  the  whole  intellectual 
man;  which  prescribed  a reasonable  service;  chal- 
lenges the  investigation  of  its  evidences;  and  winch 
in  the  doctrine  of  immortality  invests  the  mind  of 
man  witn  a portion  of  the  dignity  of  divine  intelli- 
gence. In  whatever  other  respect  the  advantages 
of  education  might  be  dispensed  with,  when  we 
consider  man  as  a religious  and  immortal  being,  it 
is  a shocking  spectacle  to  see  bim  growing  up  dark 
and  benighted,  ignorant  of  himself,  of  Ins  duties, 
and  his  destination. 

But  this  subject  is  too  vast  for  the  occasion.  I 
forbear  to  enlarge  I trust  sir,  the  resolution  will 


be  adopted  and  that  the  people  of  Masschusetts  of 
this  generation  will  show  by  their  conduct  as  a 
powerful  commonwealth,  not  less  than  as  a commu- 
nity of  individuals,  that  they  percieve  the  intimate 
connection  between  education  and  the  existence  and 
prosperity  .of  free  institutions  of  government. 


COMMERCIAL  CONVENTION  AT  AU- 
GUSTA, GEORGIA. 

Monday,  October  35.  After  the  register  of  the 
names  ot  the  members  present  was  completed 

On  motion  of  the  hon.  Jesse  Beene,  of  Alaba- 
ma, the  honorable  James  Gadsden,  ol  Florida,  was 
unanimously  appointed  president  of  the  conven- 
tion. He  was  conducted  to  the  chair  by  inessrs. 
Boyce  and  Holt,  from  which  he  addressed  the  con- 
vention in  an  appropriate  and  handsome  manner. 

N.  W.  Cocke,  esq.,  was  then  appointed  secretary. 

Mr.  Pickett,  of  Alabama,  moved  that  a vice  pre- 
sident from  each  state  and  territory  represented  in 
the  convention,  he  appointed;  agreed  lo. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  appointed, 
viz: 

From  Alabama,  the  hon.  Jesse  Beene. 

“ S.  Carolina,  “ B.  B.  Duncan. 

“ Tennessee,  col.  Spencer  Jernigan. 

“ Georgia,  “ G.  B.  Lamar,  esq. 

“ Mississippi,  “ John  FI.  Miller,  jr. 

The  following  resolution  offered  by  hon.  A.  B. 
Longstreet  was  then  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  twenty-one  dele- 
gates be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  consider  and  re- 
port on  tin-  object  ol  this  convention. 

On  motion  of  col.  Noble,  the  convention  then 
took  a recesu  until  4 o'clock,  P.  M. 

4 o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  president  announced  the  following  gejitle- 
men  to  constitute  the  committee  of  21. 

Georgia.  Judge  Longstreet,  Adam  Johnston, 
John  P.  King,  William  Dealing,  J.  Gcdder,  Joc-1 
Branham,  J.  M.  Berrien. 

South  Carolina.  Her  Eoyce,  I.  E.  Holmes, 
John  Bryce,  Patrick  Noble,  John  Frampton,  James 
Hubbard,  0.  S.  Reese. 

Tennessee.  A.'  H.  Keith,  John  Moss. 

Alabama.  A.  A.  Dexter,  T.  Pollard,  A.  J. 
Pickett,  L.  M.  Stone. 

Mississippi  George  B.  Wilds. 

Judge  Longslieet  offered  the  follcwingrcsolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
2]  to  recommend  to  the  committee  some  specific 
action  by  the  members  of  this  bod}’  in  their  re- 
spective slates,  which  in  the  opinion  of  (he  com- 
mittee may  tend  to  the  success  of  the  enteiprise 
which  we  have  in  view. 

Mr.  Jamison  offered  the  following  resolution 
which  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  recommending  the  formation  oi  joint  stock 
companies  to  assist  in  promoting  a direct  irnpoit 
and  export  trade  with  Europe. 

Colonel  Marsh  offered  tire  following  resolution 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
21  to  consider  the  expediency  of  recommending  to 
the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  and  territories 
represented  in  the  convention,  the  adoption  of  a 
liberal  system  of  internal  improvements. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Milchtli,  coi.  Marsh 
was  added  to  the  committee  of  21, 

The  convention  then  adjourned  till  12  o’clock, 
to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  12  o'clock. 

The  convention  met  this  day  according  to  pre- 
vious adjournment. 

The  hon.  A.  B.  Longstreet,  from  the  committee 
of  21,  stated  that  the  committee  was  not  yet  ready 
to  report,  and  asked  for  further  time — granted. 

Mr.  Pollard,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  proceed- 
ings of  a convention  recently  held  at  Huntsville, 
Alabama,  which  after  being  read,  were  on  motion 
ot  Mr.  Dealing,  oidered  to  be  recorded. 

Dr.  Robertson  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  ordered  to  be  refened  to  the  com- 
mittee of  21: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  21  be  requested 
(o  inquire  whether  any  of  the  banks  have  entered 
into  arrangements  with  foreign  hanks,  by  which 
letters  ol  credit  can  be  obtained  upon  sufficient  se- 
curity, by  those  desiring  to  enter  into  direct  impor- 
tation— and  if  such  arrangements  have  not  been 
made,  to  ascertain  os  far  as  possible,  the  causes  that 
operate  against  the  accomplishment  of  so  desirable 
an  object. 

Mr.  Boyce,  of  Charleston,  said  that  the  matter 
embraced  in  the  resolution  of  Dr.  Robertson,  was 
already  before  the  committee  of  21,  and  had  been 
referred  to  a sub-committee. 

j,  Mr.  John  A.  Calhoun,  of  t-outh  Carolina,  offered 
lie  following  resolution: 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
21  to  report  as  to  the  best  practicable  means  of  in- 
ducing our  merchants  to  patronise  southern  ports. 

Tlie  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Bellinger  of  South  Carolina,  then  read  the 
following  resolution,  which  he  submitted  to  the 
judgment  of  the  convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  del-gates  present  will  sub- 
scribe a sum  suliicient  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
a silver  cup  to  be  presented  to  William  Dearing  ol 
Athens,  as  a token  of  our  respect  lor  the  estimable 
man  and  highly  useful  and  public  spirited  citizen 
who  first  proposed  tile  commercial  convention  and 
whom  we  claim  not  so  much  as  a son  of  Georgia 
as  of  the  common  south. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Ker  Boj’ce,  James  G. 
Holmes,  and  William  Aikin  of  South  Carolina,  be 
appointed  a special  committee  to  receive  subscrip- 
tions and  to  cany  into  effect  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion! 

After  being  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Boyce, 
so  as  to  substitute  the  name  of  Mr.  Bellinger  for 
his  own,  the  resolutions  were  adopted  unanimously. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  till  12  o’clock 
to-morrew. 

Third  day,  ( Wednesday.) 

The  convention  adjourned  on  this  day,  to  meet  at 
Charleston,  on  the  third  Monday  in  Apiil  next. — 
The  report  has  not  yet  been  published,  but  we  shall 
probably  be  enabled  to  lay  a copy  of  it  before  our 
readers  in  a few7  days.  The  following  resolutions 
were  odered  by  judge  Longstreet,  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  2 ! : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  convention 
will  use  thtir  best  exertions  in  their  respective 
states,  to  form  trading  associations,  in  order  to  carry 
into  eifect  the  purposes  of  this  convention. 

2.  Resolved,  That  increasing  the  facilities  of  in- 
tercommunication by  railroads  and  canals,  between 
the  interior  western  and  south  Atlantic  ar.d  gulf  of 
Mexico  slates,  are  among  the  most  important  mea- 
sures of  restoring  to  tile  commercial  ports  of  the 
latter,  the  direct  trade  which  has  so  recently  de- 
parted from  them. 

3.  Resolved,  therefore,  That  while  it  is  strongly 
recommended  by  this  convention,  to  the  different 
states  to  atford  every  possible  aid  to  approved  works 
of  internal  improvement,  having  the  above  objects 
in  view,  it  is  equally  obligatory  on  the  companies 
or  corporations  chartered  tor  said  objects,  to  consi- 
der their  works  as  but  parts  of  one  great  design, 
and  so  harmonize  and  co-operate  in  their  operations, 
as  to  produce  through  those  great  arteries  and  veins 
of  the  commercial  body,  a circulation,  as  perfect  as 
that  which  nourishes  and  animates,  the  human  sys- 
tem. 

•I.  Resolved,  That  the  banking  institutions  of  the 
respective  states  in  which  they  are  located,  cannot 
more  surely  advance  their  own  interests,  .in  con- 
nection with  the  public  prosperity,  than  by  alford- 
ingsuccorin  their  beginnings,  to  those  great  works, 
which  are  intended  to  develope  tile  hidden  re-] 
sources  of  interior  countries,  must,  in  return,  re- 
ciprocate to  those  institutions  the  benefits  of  an 
increasing  and  extended  commerce. 

5.  Resolved,  therefore,  That  while  the  beneficial 
effects  of  banking  privileges  so  judiciously  granted 
by  the  states  of  Tennessee,  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,  to  the  Central  and  Athens,  and 
the  Charleston  and  Cincinnati  railroads,  have  been 
most  clearly  demonstated  in  the  successful  progress 
ol  those  great  works  to  completion — it  most  re- 
spec t fu lly  suggests  to  the  consideration  of  the  other 
southwestern  states,  (requiring  an  extension  of 
banking  capital)  that  aid,  through  similar  institu- 
tions, be  granted  to  railroads  and  other  woiks  of 
improvement,  within  their  own  limits,  having  in 
view,  the  important  designs  of  more  intimate  com- 
mercial and  social  relations  among  themselves,  as 
well  as  with  the  more  remote  states  of  the  interior. 

G.  Resolve  !,  That  the  banks  of  the  several  slates 
bn  respectfully  solicited  to  form  commercial  con- 
nections, with  like  institutions  or  capitalists  in 
Europe,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  facilities  to 
a direct  trade  between  the  southern  and  southwes- 
tern states,  and  that  country. 

Before  any  vote  was  taken  on  Mr.  Holmes’  mo- 
tion that  the  report  and  resolutions  of  the  commit- 
tee ot  21  should  be  received,  Mr.  J.  H.  Hiqninond, 
ol  South  Carolina,  moved  that  such  portion  of  the 
preamble  and  resolutions  as  recommended  to  the 
states  the  chartering  of  railroads  with  banking  pri- 
vileges should  be  erased.  This  motion  led  to  much 
discus-ion,  when,  in  order  to  conciliate  all  parties, 
Dir.  C.  J.  Jenkins  ot  Augusta,  rose  and  otfered 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  nnatiiinouslv 
adopted  as  a substitute  to  the  fifth  resolution  re’- 
ported  by  the  coinrnittee. 

Resolved,  That  the  legislature  of  each  southern 
an  t southwestern  state,  be  recommended  lo  enquire 
whether  there  be  or  not,  in  each'state,  a sufficiency 


of  banking  capital,  and  if  found  insufficient,  to 
provide  for  its  increase  in  such  manner  as  may  be 
deeemed  safest  and  most  conducive  to  the  interest 
of  southern  commerce. 

Patrick  Noble,  esq.  then  otfered  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  an  adjourned  mectingof  Ibis  con- 
vention be  held  in  Charleston,  S.  C.  on  the  third 
Monday  in  April,  1339,  and  that  the  delegates  hero 
assembled  adopt  such  meaures  as  may  he  deemed 
expedient  in  order  to  insure  a lull  representation 
of  their  respective  sections,  and  to  keep  the  objects 
of  this  convention  before  the  people  of  the  several 
states  particularly  interested  in  their  accomplish-' 
ment. 

On  morion  of  col.  Dexter,  of  Alabama, 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  respectfully  re- 
commend to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  southern 
and  southwestern  states,  their  co-operation  in  lead- 
ing works  of  internal  improvement,  by  the  applica- 
tion of  the  credit  or  resources  of  the  state  in  con- 
junction with  individual  capital. 

On  motion  ot  maj.  Marsh,  of  Burke  county. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  appoint  a commit- 
tee to  publish  and  distribute  the  proceedings  of  this 
convention,  and  that  that  committee  be  composed 
of  residents  of  Augusta. 

G.  B.  Lamar,  esq.  of  Savannah,  then  rose  and 
stated,  that  as  the  Augusta  and  Charleston  dele- 
gates had  each  borne  the  expensed  publishing  the 
former  proceedings  of  the  convention,  lie  hoped  the 
Savannah  delegation  would  be  allowed  the  privi- 
lege of  doing  so  on  the  present  occasion;  which 
was  agreed  to  by  the  convention,  without  a dis- 
senting voice. 

On  motion  ot  judge  Berrien,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be 
tendered  to  the  president,  vice  presidents,  and  se- 
cretary of  this  convention  for  the  able  manner  in 
which  they  have  discharged  their  duties;  that  the 
thanks  of  the  convention  be  also  returned  to  the 
trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  church  for  the  use  of 
their  building,  and  to  the  citizens  of  Augusta  for 
their  hospitality. 

On  motion  ol'  E.  Bellinger, 

Resolved,  That  our  sincere  thanks  and  grateful 
acknowledgements  be  tendered  to  maj.  Nathaniel 
W.  Cocke,  for  the  promptitude,  correctness  and 
ability  with  which  he  has  twice  discharged  the  ar- 
duous duty  devolving  on  the  secretary  of  the  com- 
mercial convention. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Charleston  on  the  third  Monday  in  April  next. 


IMPORTANT  FROM  LOWER  CANADA. 

Fiomlhe  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser, 
November  9. 

We  must  confess  that  we  are  taken  completely 
by  surprise  with  the  intelligence  received  from 
Canada  this  morning,  following  so  soon  after  the 
slrong  assurances  of  quiet  in  the  province,  given  to 
us  only  yesterday  by  parties  who  reached  the  city 
in  the  morning  boat.  Rebellion,  it  seems,  has 
again  broken  out,  martial  law  has  been  proclaimed 
aiid  blood  has  been  shed.  We  give  all  the  particu- 
lars that  have  readied  us,  beginning  with  a slip 
from  the  Burlington  Free  Press,  the  statements 
of  which  are  no  doubt  very  much  exaggerated. 

Free  Press  Office,  Burlington, 

Tuesday  morning,  Nov.  6,  1833. 

Canada  war  renewed.  We  have  to  announce  the 
important  and  thrilling  intelligence  that  the  Cana- 
dian population  is  again  in  arms,  resolved  to  strike  a 
blow7  for  freedom.  The  news  by  last  night’s  boat 
is,  that  a general  and  simultaneous  rising  of  the 
French  population  oil  this  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
has  taken  place,  and  that  several  small  posts  had 
lallen  into  their  hands.  They  had  made  prisoners 
of  the  soldiers  stationed  at  Napierville,  and  secured 
a considerable  amount  of  arms  and  ammunition. 
St.  John’s,  it  was  believed,  would  be  attacked  last 
night  by  a strong  force,  estimated  at  7,000  or  S,009. 

The  utmost  consternation  prevailed  at  St.John’s, 
yesterday,  and  every  means  was  put  in  requisition 
I'or  the  emergency.  Capt.  Price’s  sloop,  the  Daniel 
Webster,  we  understand,  was  not  permitted  to  leave 
the  part.  Several  of  our  citizens  went  down  last 
evening.  This  movement  is  said  to  be  headed  by 
Robert  Nelson,  Cote,  Gagnon,  Hotchkiss,  and  seve- 
ral foreign  military  leaders.  Of  its  results  a few 
days  will  inform  us;  and  this  evening’s  boat  will 
probably  bring  a pretty  decisive  indication.  All 
accounls  speak  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  men,  in 
abundance.  May,God  prosper  the  right.  Martial 
law  is  again  proclaimed  within  the  district  of  Mon- 
treal, and  we  shall  doubtless  be  called  to  chronicle 
scenes  of  bloody  outrage. 

From  Ihe  Montreal  Courier  of  Monday. 

It  appears  1 hat,  at  La  Tortu,  about  seven  or  eight 
miles  above  Lapraiiie,  a number  of  rebels  attacked. 


on  Saturday  night  last,  the  scattered  loyalists  in 
that  quarter,  and  we  regret  to  state  that  two  farmers 
of  the  names  of  Walker  and  Vitrey  v\ere  murdered 
in  cold  blood.  Several  others  who  lived  in  the 
neighborhood  made  tbeirescape  withgreat  difficulty, 
and  conveyed  intelligence  of  the  attack  to  Laprai- 
rie,  from  which  place  a party  of  the  Hussars  were 
on  Hie  instant  despatched  to  La  Tortu,  and  were 
fortunate  enough  to  come  upon  the  rebels  unawares, 
and  dispersed  them  with  a few  shots — with  what 
damage  it  could  not  be  ascertained,  as  the  coward- 
ly scoundrels  took  immediately  to  the  woods,  leav- 
ing behind  two  loyalists  they  had  made  prisoners. 
The  deceased,  Walker's  widow  and  child,  as  well 
as  many  more  families  liorn  near  Laprairie,  came 
to  town  yesterday. 

In  Beauharnois  a rising  of  the  rebels  took  place 
on  the  same  night,  and  they  succeeded  in  surpris- 
ing the  loyalists  of  the  village,  and  made  prisoners 
of  Messrs.  Ellice,  Brown,  Norval,  and  Ross.  This 
information  was  conveyed  lo  town  by  some  of  Mr. 
Ellice’s  servants,  who  had  made  their  escape,  and 
who  stated  that  the  family  were  confined  in  the 
cellar.  The  steamboat  Henry  Brougham,  with  the 
mail  and  passengers  from  Upper  Canada,  having 
called  at  Beauharnois,  as  usual,  was  also  captured. 
It  is  said  that  the  rising  had  extended  up  the  Cha- 
teaugay  river,  and  that  Mr.  John  McDonald,  the 
magistrate,  had  been  seriously  wounded. 

On  t he  river  Richelieu,  we  understand,  the  rebels 
have  risen  from  St.  Mary’s  downward,  and  by  the 
last  accounts  they  had  mustered  at  St.  Chailrs 
about  400  strong.  It  is  stated  that  their  intention 
was  to  attack  Sorel,  and  we  hope  they  may  attempt 
it,  lor  they  will  get  a very  warm  reception  from  the 
6Gth  regiment  stationed  there. 

Great  creit  is  due  to  col,  Taylor,  and  the  party 
who  acted  under  his  orders,  in  ejecting  thecaptu;  9 
of  the  seven  rebels  we  mentioned  in  our  extra  rt 
Saturday,  as,  in  consequence  of  this  coup  de  mail., 
all  attempts  to  procure  a rising  in  L’Acadie  proved 
entirely  abortive. 

The  most  gallant  achievement  that  yesterday’s 
news  furnish,  remains  to  be  told.  While  the  In- 
dians of  Caughnawga  were  at  public  worship  on 
the  morning  ofyesterday,  an  alarm  was  given  that 
a party  of  rebels  had  surrounded  the  church,  upon 
which  they  immediately  turned  out,  and  the  chief, 
setting  an  example  which  was  promply  follow- 
ed by  all,  raised  the  war-whoop,  and  seized  the 
rebel  next  him  and  wrested  from  him  his  musket. 
The  others,  being  panic  struck,  were  made  prison- 
ers to  the  number  of  64;  and  were  brought  into 
town  yesterday  afternon,  in  charge  of  a party  of 
the  Lacliine  calvary. 

Alter  their  committal  to  jail,  they  made  some 
important  disclosures  of  the  plans  of  their  leaders. 
This  exploit  of  the  Indians  ought  to  give  the  most 
timid  every  confidence;  lor  it  shows  what  energy 
and  decision  can  do  in  the  greatest  emergency; 
they  did  not  number  one-half  their  enemies,  and  yet, 
unarmed  as  they  were,  they  paralyzed  the  scoun- 
drels by  their  war-whoop  and  daring. 

The  steamer  Princess  Victoria  made  ati  extra 
trip  on  Saturday  afternoon,  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing over  four  pieces  of  artillery,  with  the  men, 
horses,  &c.  for  St.  John’s.  In  consequence  of  the 
late  hour  at  which  she  reached  Laprairie,  it  was 
deemed  imprudent  to  forward  the  artillery  that 
night.  During  the  night  an  attempt  was  made  to 
burn  the  boat,  by  conveying  combustibles  into  the 
berths  in  the  forecastle.  Fortunately  it  was  disco- 
vered before  any  material  damage  had  been  done, 
i'lie  circumstance  of  the  artillery  being  detained  at 
Laprairie,  was  probably  the  means  of  saving  the 
boat,  if  not  the  village,  from  being  destroyed,  as  an 
attack  was  meditated. 

The  cars  had  not  proceeded  far  from  St.  John’s 
yesterday  morning,  when  it  was  discovered  that 
about  thirty  feet  of  the  railway  had  been  torn  up, 
which,  however,  was  repaired  in  the  course  of  an 
hour. 

The  driver  of  the  Quebec  mail  was  detained  by 
about  20  armed  rebels  at  Bout  de  l’Isle  on  Saturday 
night  and  yesterday  morning,  but  was  allowed  to 
bring  on  themaii  from  below,  it  being  the  one  from 
Quebec  they  wished  to  possess  themselves  of,  as 
they  imagined  it  might  contain  despatches  for  sir 
John  Colborne.  If,  however,  had  passed  before 
they  expected.  They  expressed  a confident  hope 
that  their  friends  would  stop  at  Berthier. 

Jn  the  course  of  yesterday  the  following  persons 
were  arrested:  E.  B.  Viger,  Charles  Mondolet,  L. 
H.  Lafontaine, Markin,  John  Donegani,  Fran- 
cois Des  Rivieres,  Ga u let,  Labelle,  L. 

M.  Viger,  Dexter.  Chapin,  Francois  Pigeon.  

Labonte,  J.  J.  Girouard,  J.  A.  Labadie,  IT.  B. 
Weilbrenner,  Geo.  Dillon,  besides  several  others 
whose  names  we  did  not  learn. 

We  have  heard  of  some  risings  in  the  north,  but 
have  not  been  able  to  learn  any  particulars. 
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Montreal  Herald  Office, 
Monday  morning,  Nov.  5,  1833. 

The  events  we  have  so  often  predicted  are  now 
matt  i of  history.  The  Canadians  have  again  risen 
in  open  rebellion,  evidently  under  most  efficient  or 
ganization,  and  martial  law  was  yesterday  pro- 
claim A in  ttiis  province  for  the  second  nine  in 
the  short  space  of  twelve  months.  Most  alarm 
ing  intelligence  reached  town  yesterday  forenoon, 
that  tim  wnole  country  was  in  a state  .of  insurrec 
tion,  amt  that  many  loyalists  have  been  murdered 
in  cold  blood,  in  the  county  of  Acadie.  Further 
accounts  b.i t too  painfully  corroborated  the  previous 
rumor,  and  a considerable  body  of  troops  was  de- 
spatched to  that  country.  The  steamer  Princess 
Victoria,  which  took  over  a detachment  of  the  royai 
artillery  on  Saturday  afternoon  to  Lupraine,  was 
twice  set  o.n  fire  by  the  rebels  while  at  the  wharf, 
but  fortunately  escaped  without  much  injury. 

The  loyalists  in  Laprairie  had  ten  minutes’  no 
tice  to  leave  the  village,  and,  getting  on  board  the 
steamer  Britannia,  they  have  arrived  in  town  in 
safety.  Yesterday  morning,  about  two  o’clock,  a 
party  of  about  4)0  rebels  at  tacked  the  bouse  of  Mr. 
L.  Brown,  at  Beauhar nois,  and  after  about  20  mi 
miles’  fighting,  Mr.  Brown,  Eilice,  jr.  M.  I’.,  Mr. 
Norval,  Mr.  Boss,  and  the  other  constitutionalists, 
surrendered  themselves  prisoners,  and  nothing  more 
is  at  present  known  of  their  fate.  Mrs.  Ellice, 
Miss  Balfour,  and  tile  other  females  in  the  house 
at  the  time,  took  refuge  in  the  cellar  during  the 
engagement.  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Ross  are  both 
wounded.  Yesterday  forenoon  an  Indian  woman 
at  the  village  of  Caughnawaga,  who  w’a3  seeking 
for  a stray  cow,  discovered  a large  body  of  armed 
men  in  the  woods,  and  gave  information  of  the  cir- 
cumstance to  (he  Indians,  who  were  then  assembled 
at  chuich. 

Th'y  immediately  seized  what  ar  ns  they  could 
procure,  such  as  muskets,  tomahawks,  and  pitch- 
lorks,  and,  giving  ihe  war-whoop,  charged  their 
foes,  who  scampered  o,-f  as  fast  as  they  could, 
throwing  down  their  arms  as  they  fled.  Seventy- 
five  were  taken  prisoners,  and  brought  into  town 
liandcu.fed.  by  the  Lne’nine  cavalry.  A considera- 
ble.number  of  arrests  were  made  yesterday,  among 
whom  are  L.  M.  Vigor,  the  president  of  the  Peo- 
pl  As  bank;  D.  B.  Viger,  an  ex-legislative  council- 
lor; Charles  Mondelet;  John  Donegani;  C.  S.  Cher- 
ri°r,  and  a groat  many  other  leading  rebels.  The 
volunteers  were  ordered  out,  and  vied  with  each 
other  in  doing  their  duty  with  alacrity.  They  were 
appointed  to  search  every  suspected  house  in  the 
suburbs  for  arms,  and  they  brought  in  a considera- 
ble supply.  It  was  remarked  I hat  iif  Candian 
houses  there  were  very  few  men  to  be  seen,  and  it 
is  supposed  that  they  are  not  far  off. 

TIi-  gates  at  the  different  barricades  were  closed 
and  strong  pickets  placed  to- guard  them.  Rein- 
forcements of  troops  were  sent  to  various  ifuai'ters 
of  the  district  At  Beauharriois  the  rebels  took 
possession  of  the  steamer  Brougham,  on  her  way 
to  Lachiue  with  her  mail  on  board.  It  is  currently 
r ‘ported  that,  during  the  engagement,  Mr.  John 
McDonald,  while  leading  on  a party  of  dragoons 
againrt  the  rebels,  was  shot  dead,  five  bullets  hav- 
ing pierced  his  body. 

The  Montreal  Courier  of  Saturday  states  that  a 
military  detachment  had  been  secretly  sent  by  water 
and  another  from  Chambly,  with  a magistrate,  to 
capture  a bo  ty  of  rebels  at  Gagnon’s  residence. 
Point  a la  Male,  6 miles  from  St.  John’s,  who  it 
had  been  ascertained  were  to  collect  there  on  Fri 
day  night — that  seven  of  the  “rebels”  were  taken, 
among  them  Ihe  son  of  Gagnon — that  some  arrests 
were  made  at  St.  John’s,  among  them  Dr.  Lacroix — 
that  the  conclave  at  Gagnon’s  were  armed — the 
editor  of  the  Courier  having. seen  one  of  the  mus- 
kets taken  from  a prisoner,  with  bavonet,  cartoned 
box.  &e.,  arid  about  20  rounds  of  ball  cartridge. 

Province  of  Lower  Canaila: — J.  Coluorne. 

By  his  excellency  sir  John  Colborne,  knight 
grand  cross  of  the  most,  honorable  military  order  of 
the  bath,  administrate r of  the  government  of  the 
province  of  Lower  Canada,  lieutenant  general  in 
chief  of  her  majesty's  forces  in  the  said  province, 
&c.  &e. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  there  exists  in  til  ■ district  of  Montreal 
a traitorous  conspiracy  by  a numb  nr  of  persons, 
falsely  styling  themselves  patriots,  for  the  subver- 
sion of  the  authority  of  her  majesty,  and  the  de- 
struction of  the  established  constitution  and  gov- 
ernment of  the  said  province;  and  whereas  the  said 
traitorous  conspiracy  hath  broken  out  into  acts  o! 
tin)  most  open  and  daring  rebellion;  and  whereas 
the  said  rebellion  hath  verv  considerably  extended 
itself,  insomuch  that  large  bodies  of  armed  trairor“ 
have  openly  arrayed  themselves,  and  have  made, 
and  do  still  make,  attacks  upon  her  majesty’s  sub- 


jects, and  have  committed  tile  most  horrid  exces- 
ses and  cruelties: 

Ami  whereas  in  the  parts  of  the  said  district  in 
which  the  said  conspiracv  hath  not  as  yet  broken 
out  i.i  open  rebr-llio  i.  large  numbers  of  such  per- 
sons, so  calling  themselves  patriots,  for  the  execu 
tion  of  such  their  wicked  designs,  have  planned 
means  of  open  violence,  and  formed  arrangements 
for  raising  and  arming  air  organized  arid  disciplined 
force,  an  I,  in  furtherance  of  their  purposes,  have 
frequently  assembled  in'  great  and  unusual  num- 
bers; and  w)iereas  the  exertions  of  the  civil  power 
are  ineffectual  for  the  suppression  of  the  aforesaid 
traitorous  and  wicked  conspiracy  and  rebellion,  and 
for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  property's  of  her 
majesty’s  loyal  subjects: 

And  whereas  the  courts  of  justice  in  the  said  dis- 
trict of  Montreal  have  virtually  ceased  to  exist, 
from  the  impossibility  of  executing  any  legal  pro- 
cess or  warrant  of  arrest  therein;  and  whereas  the 
public  safety  requires  that  law  martial  should  be 
exercised:  now,  therefore,  I have  thought  fit,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  her  majesty’s  exe- 
cutive council  of  this  province,  to  issue  this  pro- 
clamation, to  the  end  that  it  be  made  manifest  that 
I shall  arrest  and  punish,  and  cause  to  be  arrested 
and  punished,  all  persons  who  have  been  hitherto, 
or  who  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be.  in  any  wise 
acting,  aiding,  and  assisting  in  the  said  conspiracv 
and  rebellion,  and  who  hereafter  may  be  in  any- 
wise acting,  aiding,  or  assisting  in  any  other  con- 
spiracy and  rebellion  within  the  said  district  of 
Montreal,  according  to  martial  law,  either  by  death 
j or  otherwise,  as  to  me  shall  seem  right  and  expe- 
dient for  the  punishment  of  all  rebels  in  the  said 
| district. 

Given  under  my  band  and  seal  of  arms,  at  the 
j government  house,  in  the  city  of  Montreal,  in  the 
province  of  Lower  Canada,  the  fourth  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and  in  the  second  year  of 
her  majesty’s  reign. 

By  his  excellency’s  cortnnnnd. 

Thos.  Leigh  Goldie, 
Meting  secretary  of  Vie  province. 

From  ihe  Montreal  Herald  of  Monday. 

The  Montreal  Light  Infantry  is  ordered  to  meet 
this  day  at  one  o’clock  precisely,  at  the  Montreal 
bank,  and  it  is  essentially  requisite  that  the  muster 
be  riot  only  numerous,  but  punctual.  L t not  a sin 
gle  man  absent  himself,  or  be  behind  the  hour.  The 
volunteers  are  all  placed,  from  yesterday,  on  full  anil 
i permanent  pay,  with  allowances,  the  same  as  sol- 
diers of  Ihe  line. 

In  order  to  [dace  before  our  readers  all  the  infor- 
mation we  can  gather  on  the  subject,  we  copy  the 
following  from  the  Journal  of  Commerce.  Tile  fiist 
is  an  extract  from  a letter  dated 

Jefferson  county,  Nov.  3. 

“1  suppose  you  hardly  know  what  I mean  by  the 
term  patriot.  Be  it  known,  then,  that  this  frontier 
will  soon  be  a theatre  toward  which  the  attention  of 
this  whole  nation  not  only,  but  of  the  whole  world, 
will  be  anxiously  directed.  For  fifty  to  a hundred 
miles  from  the  lines,  from  Maine  to  Detroit,  the  peo- 
ple are  in  consternation — those  of  them  who  are  not 
in  the  plot.  A large  proportion  of  the  men,  and 
among  them  persons  of  the  highest  standing  and  in- 
telligence— gentlemen  of  princely  fortunes  and  of 
every  profession  in  life — are  leagued  with  the  pa- 
triots. 

“Secret  associations  are  formed  iri  every  town  and 
neighborhood — immense  sums  of  money  are  raised 
for  the  cause — squads  of  men  are  moving  from  dif- 
ferent points  and  places  to  a common  rendezvous, 
known  only  to  themselves.  The  members  of  these 
associations  are  hound  by  a solemn  oath  do  maintain 
the  causa  of  liberty  throughout  the  world,’  to  be 
true  and  faithful  to  a brother  hunter,  and  preser  ve 
inviolate  any  secrets  which  may  be  communicated 
to  them  as  such,  &c.  &e.  There  is  an  association 
and  a large  number  of  sworn  members  in  New  York 
city. 

“Those  who  belong  not  to  the  association  are  a 
minority  of  the  adult  men  in  this  region,  and 
know  nothing  whatever  of  the  designs  of  the  pa- 
triots. An  impenetrable  mystery  hangs  over  their 
movements;  meetings  ar:'  held  in  all  parts,  and 
leading  men  of  their  numlv-r  are  constantly  on  the 
move  from  one  place  to  another;  nothing  is  commit- 
ted to  paper;  ali  is  communicated  by  special  mes- 
sengers. There  is  a room  in  the  hotel  where  I am, 
exclusively  devoted  to  them.  One  of  their  generals 
by  the  name  of . is  now  here. 

“The  notorious  Bill  Johnson  is  in  this  village,  and 
probil  ly  in  this  house.  A highly  respectable  gen- 
tleman told  me  to-day  that  he  had  a private  inter- 
view with  him.  It  is  estimated  that  they  number 
10,000  men  in  this  county,  and  that  there  are 


40,01)0  men  within  100  miles  of  this  place.  A dis- 
tinguished lawyer  told  me  to-day  that  he  had  no 
doubt  that  if  Bill  Johnson  w.as  nominated  for  con- 
gress in  this  county  to-night,  he  would  be  elected. 
These  associations  extend  throughout  Ihe  Canadas. 

“The  inhabitants  of  the  tov.  ns  on  the  Canada  side 
ot  the  St.  Lawrence  river  are  filled  with  the  most 
alarming  fears.  The  Kingston  people  are  in  con- 
stant expectation  of  an  attack  upon  that  town. — 
1 hey  have  essayed  to  increase  the  regular  force  by 
offering  large  bounties  to  volunteers,  hut  not  an  en- 
listment can  be  procured.  They  have  tried  draughts 
upon  the  militia;  these  are  resisted,  and,  in  an  at- 
tempt at  Path  to  enloroe  the  draughts,  or  compel  Ihe 
militia  to  give  up  their  arms,  sixteen  of  the  regular 
troops  were  killed.  Lower  down  the  river  large 
numbers  of  Americans,  w ho  are  thought  to  belong 
to  the  patriots,  have  joined  the  British  army,  the 
more  effectually,  as  is  supposed,  to  aid  their  friends 
in  time  of  need.  The  barracks  at  Kingston,  it  is 
reported,  were  fired  day  before  yesterday,  and  a 
consid  ruble  portion  of  aims  were  consumed. 

“The  papers  dare  not  speak  a word.  Hostilities 
will  soon  commence.  The  blow  may  now  be 
struck,  and  the  next  hour  may  bring  us  the  news.” 

House’s  Point,  Nov.  5,  1838. 

As  the  time  has  again  arrived  when  you  will  be 
overwhelmed  with  reports  and  news  from  Canada,  I 
will  now  commence  and  continue  to  give  von  such 
information  as  I rely  upon.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
there  is  a general  rise  amongst  the  Canadians  in  Ca- 
nada, and  that  they  are,  generally  provided  with  arms 
and  ammunition  that  have  beer!  introduced  from  the 
states  during  the  summer;  and  that  they  will  suc- 
ceed in  getting  possession  of  some  of  the  frontier 
settlements,  and  holding  them  for  a lew  days,  is  most 
likely;  hut  that  they  will  eventually  be  annihilated 
there  is  little  doubt  in  my  mind. 

They  made  their  rise  at  Napierville  on  Saturday 
last,  said  to  be  i,000  strong;  and  it  is  supposed  that 
they  will  attempt  to  take  Odletowe.  this  alternoon  or 
to-night;  it  is  most  likely  they  will  succeed,  as  Ihe 
three  to  oppose  them  is  but  a small  one  of  volun- 
teers. They  took  at  Napierville,  on  their  rise,  a 
number  of  prisoners,  and  lodged  them  in  jail,  among 
whom  was  Henry  Webb,  my  clerk,  w ho  happened 
to  be  there  on  business,  and  two  oilier  American 
citizens.  It  will  of  course  throw  business  into  con- 
fusion, and  suspend  it  with  Canada,  at  least  for  a 
few  days;  but  our  American  citizens  are  giving  such 
aid  and  assistance  to  the  brigands  that  1 fear  it  will 
get  our  government  into  trouble  in  the  end. 

We  ought  to  have  10,000  regular  troops  upon  the 
lines  to  enforce  our  neutrality  laws. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we  have  received 
the  following  letter  from  Burlington,  and  have  con- 
versed with  a friend  who  left  Montreal  on  Tuesday 
morning  at  8 o’clock. 

Ihere  was  a great  run  on  the  Montreal  banks, 
particularly  (lie  Bank  of  the  People.  A meeting 
ol  the  board  of  trade  was  to  be  held  on  Tuesday 
evening,  to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency 
of  petitioning  Sir  John  Colborne  to  grant  permission 
for  the  banks  to  suspend  specie  payments. 

From  appearances  on  Sunday,  the  steamboats 
Britannia  and  Charleroix  were  preparing  for  the 
patriot,  service;  but  before  they  could  get  away  files 
of  soldiers  were  sent  on  board,  and  both  boats 
were  taken  into  the  service  of  the  government. 

It  is  the  determination  of  the  government  to  keep 
open  the  communication  with  the  Upper  Province, 
and  for  that  purpose  every  mail  will  have  a large 
detachment  of  soldiers  sent  with  it.  The  mail 
which  left  Montreal  on  Monday  w as  under  Ihe  pro- 
tection ol  colonel  Philpotts  and  forty  regulars. 

It  is  the  determination  of  Sir  John  Colborne  to 
destroy  every  town  in  which  the  rebels  may  take 
shelter,  or  in  which  it  may  appear  they  are  gathered 
in  any  considerable  number. 

Eleven  persons  were  brought  into  Montreal  on 
Monday  afternoon.  Strong  picket,  guards  were 
posted  around  Montreal.  On  Sunday  upward  of 
2,000  men  were  under  arms,  besiil  s a large  num- 
ber of  militia.  Every  one  appeared  determined  to 
defend  the  city  from  any  attack  that  could  be  made 
upon  if. 

On  Sunday  night,  agreeably  to  orders,  the  inhab- 
itants had  two  lights  placed  in  each  window  of 
their  houses,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  troops  in 
case  of  attack  from  any  quarter. 

On  Mondav  many  arrpsts  were  made,  and  it  is 
the  opinion  of  our  imlormarit  that  many  more  would 
be  arrested. 

Our  informant  heard,  w'hile  on  hoard  the  steam- 
boat on  Lake  Champlain,  that  Wolford  Nelson  had 
issued  a proclamation,  in  which  he  calls  himself 
commander-in-chief  of  all  the  patriot  forces  in  Low- 
er Canada. 
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The  most  intense  interest  was  manifested  on  | 
S in  I.IV  -at  Montreal,  on  ttie  arrival  of  Mrs.  Walker 
and  her  child  lioin  La  Tortn.  Mrs.  W.  was  cov- 
ered with  die  blood  of  her  murdered  husband. 

When  the  steamboat  from  Quebec  [i.rs-ed  Wil- 
liam Homy,  (Sorel,)  all  the  troops  were  under 
arms,  it  bring  reported  that  the  rebels  were  in  strong 
force  in  that  v ieinity,  and  intend  'd  to  make  an 
attack  upon  the  town;  there  was  no  doubt  what  the 
result  w ould  b?. 

There  had  been  no'direct  attack  upon  tiro  Princess 
Victoria;  several  secret  attempts  had  been  made  lo 
destroy  tier  by  hre. 

N lining  had  been  heard  of  the  honorable  Mr. 
Ellice  or  his  family,  and  it  was  generally  feared 
tnat  they  would  he  kept  in  confinement,  and  no 
friend  be  permitted  to  know  at  what  place  they 
were,  or  how  they  fared. 

At  one  o’clock  on  Tuesday  all  was  quiet  at  St. 

J din’s.  The  73d  regiment  and  a considerable  mini- 
h-rof  artillery  were  there,  and  ready  to  meet  any 
attack  that  might  be  made 

The  American  steamboat  Winooskin,  Captain 
Lvons,  was  fired  on  by  the  patriots,  when  near  the 
Isle  An  Noix,  on  her  way  to  St.  John’s. 

Correspondence  of  l he  Commercial  Advertiser. 

Burlington , ( Vl .,)  Nov.  fi. 

War  has  again  broken  out  in  Canada,  and  the 
greatest  excitement  prevails.  Napierville  has  been 
taken  bv  the  patriots:  they  found  adO  stand  of  arms, 
which  is  ail  important  gain-for  them. 

An  attack  was  to  be  made  on  St.  John’s  last 
night;  what  the  result  will  he  no  one  can  tell.  The 
military  force  did  not  exceed  200  regulars  at  our 
last  advices,  yet  a large  re-inforcement  could  be 
sen  from  Montreal  in  less  than  two  hours. 

Ma  iv  of  the  most  respectable  residents  of  St. 
John’s  tiave  left,  among  whom  are  the  Messrs. 
Marshall'.!.  Bushing,  and  the  Catholic  priest.  They 
have  come  to  this  place,  and  1 understand  have  lo- 
cated themselves  at  Mr.  Howard’s  hotel. 

P.  S.  Ttie  steamboat  lias  bro  ght  to  this  place 
about  3 > residents  of  St.  John’s.  Our  town  is  last 
filling  up.  1 will  keep  you  advised  of  passing 
events. 

UPPER  CANADA . 

At  the  assizes  for  the  Niagara  district  which  has 
just  terminated,  John  K Iso  and  Joshua  L.  Church 
we  re  convicted  on  charges  of  enticing  soldiers  to 
desert;  they  weie  each  sentenced  io  six  months 
imprisonment.  Wiiiiam  D.  tV right  and  John  C’lnif 
w re  also  indicted  for  the  same  oh'ense.  When 
their  names  were  called  they  did  not  appear,  and 
their  bail  was  forfeited. 

General  orders  have  been  issued  for  raising  four 
ba'i.d.oiis  o!  incorporated  militia,  each  consisting 
oi  72.5  oijjceis  and  men,  to  serve  until  the  end  of 
April,  134  the  first  battalion  is  to  he  commanded 
by  Sir  A N.  McN  da,  who  is  ordered  to  form  at 
Hamilton;  Colonel  Kenneth  Cameron  commands 
the  second,  and  forms  at  London;  Colom  l William 
Kingsmill  commands  ttie  third,  and  forms  at  Nia- 
gara; Colonel  Joseph  Hill  commands  the  fourth, 
an  I forms  at  Toronto. 

The  steamboat  Queen  Victoria,  owned  by  James 
Lockhart.  E q.,  of  Niagara,  lias  been  chartered  by 
the  government.  She  is  to  he  the  flag  ship  oil 
L ike  Ontario.”  This  boat  is  nearly  new.  During 
the  sumuier.she  has  plied  daily  between  Lewiston  i 
ami  Toronto,  except  for  about  one  week,  when  she 
was  withdrawn  from  her  regular  route  by  Sir  John 
Colborm-,  to  take  himself  and  suite,  and  the  24lh 
regiment,  from  Niagara  to  Kingston. 

Ttie  following  declaration  lias  been  issued  by  the 
insurgents  in  Lower  Canada: 

DECLARATION. 

Whereas  the  solemn  covenant  mad"  with  the 
people  ot  Lo  ver  and  tipper  Canada,  and  recorded 
i i tile  statute  book  of  111"  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  as  the  3Gt  chapter  of  the  act 
passed  in  the  3 1st  year  of  the  r ign  of  King  George 
III,  hath  been  continually  violated  by  the  British 
government,  and  our  rights  usurped;  and  whereas 
our  humble  petitions,  addresses,  protests,  and  re- 
inou-trances  against  this  injurious  and  unconstitu- 
tional interference,  have  been  made  in  vain,  and  the 
Biiiish  gov  rnmeut  hath  disposed  of  our  revenue 
without  constitutional  consent  of  the  local  legisla- 
tin'.'. pillaged  our  treasury,  arrested  grear  numbers 
of  on  citizens,  and  committed  them  to  piison,  dis- 
tributed through  Hie  country  a mercenary  army, 
w ;i  >se  presenc"  is  accompanied  by  const  rnation 
a id  alarm,  whose  track  is  red  with  the  blood  ot 
our  people,  who  hav  ■ hiid  our  villages  in  a, Hips,  pro 
fined  our  temples,  and  spread  tenor  and  waste 
throng  aunt  the  I mil  And  whereas  we  can  no  long- 
er sud'er  tne  repeated  violations  of  our  dearest 


l rights,  and  patiently  support  the  multiplied  out-! 
rages  and  cruelties  of  the  government  of  Lower 
Canada,  we.  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  Lower  \ 
Canada,  acknowledge  the  decree  ot  a Divine  Pro-  i 
videnre  which  permits  us  to  put  down  a govern- 
ment wl  ich  hath  abused  the  ubjict  and  intention 
lor  which  it  was  created,  and  to  make  choice  of 
that  form  of  government  which  shall  re-establish 
the  empire  of  justice,  assure  domestic  tranquillity, 
provide  for  common  defence,  promoie  general  good.  I 
and  secure  tons  and  our  posterity  the  advantage  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty, 

SOLEMNLY  DECLARE: 

1 . That  from  this  day  forward  the  people  of  Lower 
Canada  are  absolved  Iron:  all  allegiance  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  that  the  political  connexion  between  that 
power  and  Lower  Canada  is  now  dissolved. 

2.  That  a republican  form  of  government  is  best 
suited  to  Lower  Canada,  which  is  this  day  declared 
to  be  a republic. 

3.  That  under  the  free  government  of  Lower 
CanSUa,  all  persons  shall  enjoy  the  same  rights;  the 
Indians  shall  no  longer  be  under  any  civil  disquali- 
fication, but  they  shall  enjoy  the  same  rights  as  all 
other  citizens  of  Lower  Canada. 

4.  That  all  union  between  church  and  state  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  dissolved,  and  every  person 
shall  be  at  liberty  freely  to  exercise  such  religion 
or  belief  as  shall  be  dictated  to  him  by  his  con- 
science. 

5.  That  Hie  feudal  or  seigniorial  tenure  of  land 
is  hereby  abolished  as  completely  as  if  such  tenure 
had  never  existed  in  Canada. 

fi.  That  each  and  every  person  who  shall  hear 
arms,  and  otherwise  furnish  assistance  to  the  pto 
pie  of  Canada  in  this  contest  lor  emancipation, 
shall  be  and  is  discharged  from  all  debts  due,  or 
obligations  real  or  supposed,  for  arrearages  in  vir- 
tue' of  seigniorial  rights  heretofore  existing. 

7.  That  the  douaire  coutu inier  is  for  the  future 
abolished  and  prohibited. 

8.  That  imprisonment  for  debt  shall  no  longer 
exist,  excepting  in  such  cases  ot  fraud  as  shall  he 
specified  in  an  act  to  he  passed  hereafter  by  Hie  le- 
gislature ot  Lower  Canada  lor  this  purpose. 

9.  That  the  sentence  of  death  shall  no  longer  b? 
passed  or  executed,  except  in  rase  of  murder. 

10.  That  mortgages  on  landed  estate  shall  b 
special,  and,  to  he  valid,  shall  be  registered  in 
offices  to  be  created  for  this  purpose  by  an  act  ot 
the  legislature  of  Lower  Canada. 

11.  That  ttie  liberty  and  freedom  of  the  press 
shall  exist  in  all  public  matters  and  affairs. 

12.  That  trial  by  jury  is  guarantied  to  the  people 
of  Lower  Canada  in  its  most  extended  amt  liberal 
sense  in  all  criminal  suits;  and  in  civil  suits  abov  - 
i sum  to  be  fixed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Lower  Canada. 

13.  That  as  general  and  public  education  is  ne 
cesaary,  and  due  by  the  government  and  the  people, 
an  act  to  provide  for  the  same  shall  he  passed  as 
soon  as  the  circumstances  of  the  country  will  per- 
mit 

14.  That  to  secure  the  elective  franchise,  all 
elections  s'hall  be  held  bv  ballot.  " 

15.  That  with  l tie  least  possible  delay  the  people 
shall  choose  delegates,  according  to  the  present 
division  of  the  country',  into  counties,  towns,  and 
boroughs,  who  shall  constitute  a convention  or  legis- 
lative body,  to  establish  a constitution  according  lo 
ihe  wants  of  the  country,  and  in  conformity  wilh 
the  disposition  of  this  declaration,  subject  to  be 
modified  according  to  the  w ill  of  the  people. 

16.  That  every  male  person  of  the  age  of  21 
years  and  upwards,  shall  have  the  right  of  voting 
as  herein  provided,  and  tor  the  election  of  the 
aforesaid  delegates. 

17.  That  all  crown  lands,  also  such  as  are  called 
clergy  reserves,  and  such  as  are  nominailv  in  pos- 
session of  a certain  company  of  landholders  in  Eng  ! 
land  called  the  “British  North  American  Land 
Company,”  are  of  right  the  properly  of  the  state  ot 
Lower  Canada,  except  such  portions  of  the  afore- 
said lands  as  may  he  in  possession  of  persons  who  I 
hold  the  same  in  good  faith,  and  to  whom  title.- 
shall  be  secured  and  granted  bv  virtue  of  a law  j 
which  shall  h"  enacted  to  legalize  the  possession 
of.  and  a title  for  such  untitled  lots  of  land  in  Ihe 
townships  as  are  under  cultivation  or  improvement. 

18.  That  theFierich  and  English  languages  shall 
be  used  in  all  public  alfair-. 

And  for  the  fulfilment  of  this  declaration,  and 
for  the  support  of  ttie  patriotic  rause  in  which  we 
are  now  engaged,  with  a firm  reliance  on  the  pro 
tf  ction  of  the  A I mighty,  and  the  justice  of  on  i con 
duct,  we,  by  these  presents,  solemnly  ph  dge  to 
each  oilier  our  lives,  oil i foitiines,  and  our  most 
sacred  honor. 

By  order  of  the  provisional  onvei-rrment. 

ROBERT  NELSON,  President. 


PROCLAMATION. 

Patriot  camp.  C 'olwrlt's  manor.  Nov.  oth.  I83S.  Head- 
quarters of  Missisiioui  and  Richelieu  division. 

The  oppressed  inhabitants  ol  Lowa  i Canada  having 
sulii  red  for  more  than  halt  a century  the  ii on  yoke 
ol  despotism  from  their  imel  aid  haughty  enn- 
querers.  having  determined  to  make  our  mon  < I- 
lorttniid  themselves  of  their  bloody  arid  vindic- 
tive task  masters,  arid  to  change  i Lei r term  of  go- 
vernment from  a mis  ruble  colonial  vassalage  to  a 
free  and  independent  ri  public.  Having  for  years 
humbly  petitioned  the  haugiitv  monarchs  of  Great 
Bntain,  and  also  1 lie  imperial  parliament  lor  a re- 
dress of  their  grievances,  and  having  remonstrated 
with  the  several  departments  of  the  home  govern- 
ment against  their  usurpations  and  oppressions,  ard 
having  warned  the  people  of  the  Unit'd  Kingdom 
that  their  sufferings  must,  if  not  rr  dressed,  at  length 
drive  them  to  the  last  resort,  lire  ij  pray  is,  remon- 
strances, and  warnings,  being  unheard,  or  only  an- 
swered by  more  unnatural  and  cruel  opposition  and 
debasement,  their  l.,st  vestage  of  liberty  be  ieg~  de- 
stroyed by  the  annulling  of  their  constitutional 
rights,  their  trial  by  jury,  (lie  suspension  of  the  ha- 
beas corpus,  and  the  declaration  ol  the  martial  law,’ 
and  by  hav  ing  a petty  tyrant  appointed  to  rule  ov  er 
them,  with  unlimited  power,  disposing,  by  procla- 
mation. of  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the  people 
without  law  or  trial  of  any  form.  Such  cruelties 
and  indignities  are  insufferable  by  any  people,  and 
appealing  to  God  and  an  enlightened  world,  Huy 
l av  e taken  up  arms  as  their  last  and  only  resort, 
and  trusting  in  the  righteousness  of  their  cause, 
they  are  resolved  never  to  relinquish  their  etiorts  to 
sever  their  connection  from  Great  Britain,  and 
establish  (or  themselves  an  independent  and  liber;  I 
gov  ei  mnerit.  securing  equal  lights  to  all  classes  and 
conditions  in  the  land. 

The  Canadians  without  a blush.  a=l<  the  sympa- 
thies of  the  citizens  ol  the  United  Slates.  When 
your  fathers  were  fighting  t lie  unequal  battle  for 
independence,  which  fas  secured  you  the  glorious 
republican  institutions  which  von  now  enjoy,  our 
ancesters  stepped  nobly  forward  and  espoused  your 
cause,  and  by  their  assistance  of  men  and  muni- 
tions of  war,  you  were  enabled  successfully  lo  bat- 
tle with  the  same  haughty  nation  which  is  now 
grinding  to  Hie  dust  the  bleeding  victims  and  liber- 
ty seeking  patriots  of  Canada.  Come  then  to  our 
assistance,  ve  sons  of  noble  sires,  rally  beneath  the 
banner  of  freedom  which  is  now  unfuihd  in  Cai  a- 
da,  and  assist  w ith  your  arms  our  suffering  country. 
Show  vonr  love  of  constitutional  and  universal 
lib"rty  bv  uniting  yourselves  with  the  patriot  army 
of  Canada.  Your  sacrifices  and  'Pivict-s  will  he 
most  liberally  rewarded,  and  you  will  enjoy  the 
rich  reward  in  after  days  of  having  your  names 
handed  down  to  posterity'  as  Hie  examples  ol  L<ila- 
yclte.  Pulaski,  D?  Kalb,  Stenb  n,  and  other  wor- 
thies of  the  American  revolution,  who  left  their 
own  na'ive  land  to  fight  in  tlm  good  cause  of  free- 
dom for  a worthy  hut  siitF'cring  people. 

C.  G.  BRYANT,  Grand  Eagle. 

Fiona  r:  despatch  from  the  president  and  gener- 
alissimo of'  Lower  Canada,  it  appears  that  tie 
patriots  have  been  successful  at  Napierviile.  They 
rose  at  2 o’clock  on  Saturday  las',  look  about  150 
prisoners,  and  at  two  several  places  made  capture 
of  180  guns,  &c.  C.  G.  B. 


LATER  INTELLIGENCE. 

From  Ihe  N.  Y Commercial  of  Saturday  afternoon. 

Our  adv  ices  from  Montreal  are  up  to  Wednesrb  y 
morning  9 o’clock,  and  from  the  frontier  to  5.  P. 
M . of  that  day. 

On  Wi  dnesday  morning  early  Ihe  steamboat  Bur- 
lington, eon  module  Sherman,  stopped,  as  usual,  at 
Champlain  . where  the  engineer  w as  inform' d bv  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Cole  Hint  lie  had  come  io  the  deter- 
mination In  stop  the  intercourse  between  the  United 
Flutes  and  Canada,  and  for  that  purpose  the  Bur- 
lington ( ould  not  proceed  farther — tl  at  he  had  un- 
der his”’ control  a force  sufficient  to  carry  his  pur- 
poses in’p  e!f<  pt. 

Tl  is  information  was  immediately  communicated 
to  the  commodore,  who  went  on  shore  and  had  an 
interview  with  Cote:  the  result  of  which  was,  that 
Hie  Burlington  was  permitted  to  proceed.  We  are 
informed  tha'  Cote  declared  that  tl  is  should  be  Hie 
last  boat  permitted  to  pass,  and  that  he  would  bring 
down  a field  piece  and  fire  it  irdo  any  boaf  that 
should  atfemi  t to  pass,  either  way,  alter  being 
w ariied  of  l is  intention. 

Battle  at  Odletoivn.  If  being  known  at  Odle. 
town  that  an  attack  was  *n  be  made  on  that  place 
on  Tuesday  night,  the  militia  were  ordered  under 
arms — and  having  received  information  that  a party 
of  Hie  rebels  w re  approaching,  they  went  mil  nr. 
ch  r cover  of  a dark  night,  and  fell  in  with  them'  a 
short  distance  from  the  town — a ba  tie  ensure) 
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which  resulted  in  the  death  of  eight  of  the  insur- 
gents. arid  the  capture  of  a piece  of  artillery  and 
two  hundred  stand  of  arms,  it  was  not  the  inten- 
tion, we  are  informed,  of  the  militia,  to  be  troubled 
with  prisoners  at  this  juncture. 

A sloop  laden  with  munitions  of  war — among 
which  was  a large  number  of  muskets — Iras  been 
seized  on  lake.  Champlain,  by  Mr.  Crooks,  one  of 
tire  officers  of  the  customs. 

It  was  the  prevailing  opinion  at  Montreal  that 
tranquillity  would  soon  be  restored.  Tire  adminis- 
trator was  making  use  of  every  means  at  his  dispo- 
sal to  check  the  spirit  of  insurrection  that  had  mani- 
fested itself. 

The  object  of  the  rebels  appeared  to  be  to  make 
hostages,  lor  which  purpose  they  were  malting  pri- 
soners of  women  and  children — preferring,  in  all 
cases,  the  ladies  of  respectable  families. 

The  governor  and  council,  having  granted  per- 
mission to  the  banks  to  suspend  specie  payments, 
they  have  all  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege, 
except  that  of  the  People’s  Bank — it  was  required 
of  that  institution  that  before  they  suspend  the 
payment  of  specie,  they  should  make  an  exhibit  of 
the  state  of  their  affairs — this  they  had  not  yet 
done. 

The  71st  regiment,  under  command  of  col.  Grey, 
left  Montreal  for  Chambly  and  St.  Charles  on  Wed- 
nesday— they  reached  St.  Johns  at  II  o’clock,  and 
immediately  proceeded  to  their  places  of  destina- 
tion. 

No  intelligence  had  been  received  of  the  fate  of 
Mr.  Ellice  and  his  family.  The  insurgents  had  made 
prisoners  of  Mrs.  Oils  and  her  family  of  Napier- 
ville,  and  taken  them  away. 

LATER  FROM  CANADA. 

The  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Courier 
writes  as  follows  under  date  of 

“ Whitehall , November  10,  1S38. 

Sip.:  In  my  last  I gave  you  thenews  of  a skir- 

mish which  took  place  on  Wednesday  last.  I have 
now  to  communicate  some  particulars  of  a more 
serious  nature  on  the  following  day. 

“It  would  appear  that  Wednesday’s  affair  gave 
the  insurgents  in  Odletovvn  and  L’EcoIe  the  alarm, 
and  they  accordingly  mustered  in  great  numbers. 
The  loyalists  of  the  same  districts,  who  were  also 
on  the  qui  vive  and  somewhat  elated,  immediately 
put  themselves  in  readiness.  The  collision  took 
place  near  the  main  road,  10  miles  northwest  of 
Champlain  (lake)  village,  and  within  six  miles  of 
Napierville. 

“A  fire  of  small  arms  was  commenced  and  sup- 
ported for  the  space  of  an  hour  and  a half,  when 
the  powder  becoming  wet  from  the  incessant  rain, 
a short  and  desultory  conflict  at  close  quarters  en- 
sued, which  resulted  in  the  royalists  being  driven 
from  the  field.  The  nearest  estimate  is  thirty  kill- 
ed and  wounded  on  both  sides,  and  from  what  I 
have  been  able  to  ascertain,  there  were  something 
under  two  hundred  loyalists,  (all  volunteers  and 
principally  inhabitants  of  the  district,  and)  from 
three  to  four  hundred  of  the  patriots  engaged.  The 
latter  were  continually  being  joined  by  numbers 
during  ttie  fight,  so  that  they  bad  many  more  men 
at  the  close  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  contest. 

“Captain  Cherman  brought  out  400  regulars 
from  S1:.  John’s  yesterday,  and  landed  them  at  the 
Isle  aux  Noix,  whence  they  were  to  march  into  the 
disaffected  district tiiis  morning.  You  may  in  con- 
sequence expect  to  hear  from  me  in  a day  oi  two  of 
more  bloody  work  going  forward.  I saw  the  soi- 
disant  gen.  Van  Rensselaer  this  morning.  He 
proceeded  north  by  the  steamboat  at  1 o’clock. 
Yours,  &,c.. 

The  Montreal  Herald  of  the  8th  says  that  Mr. 
John  McDonnell,  advocate  of  that  city,  had  been 
captured  at  St.  Gregorie,  opposite  Three  Rivers, 
and  b'roudit  to  town  Wednesday  in  irons  on  board 
the  steamer  Canada,  which  also  brought  down  from 
Three  Rivers  the  regiment  of  guards  and  their 
commander,  who  had  been  stationed  there.  On 
McD.  it  is  affirmed,  papers  were  found  addressed 
to  him  as  major  general  of  Ike  patriot  army,  and  a 
tri-colored  flag.  The  Herald  says  with  a savage 
exultation: 

“When  he  landed,  handcuffed  to  another  traitor, 
and  under  a guard  of  soldiers,  the  crowd  groaned 
and  shouted  and  yelled,  and  while  on  his  way  to 
the  old  goal,  along  the  beach  so  far  as  the  New 
Market,  he  was  pelted  with  stones  and  mud,  was 
spat  upon  on  the  faca,  and  insulted  in  every  possi- 
ble way.” 

It  was  with  difficulty  the  crowd  could  be  pre- 
vented from  lynching  him,  and  they  desisted  only 
from  the  belief  that  he  would  be  tried  and  hung 
immediately.  The  Herald  says  disclosures  are 
mule  which  show  the  rebels  were  to  sack  and  plun- 
der Montreal,  and  that  the  Jews  were  all  to  be 
massacred. 


“McDonnell  is  of  a prepossessing  appearance 
and  of  Very  gentlemanly  manners.  As  an  advocate 
he  bad  a. very  good  practice  at  the  Montreal  bar; 
and,  as  a politician,  he  has  been  working  for  the 
gallows  during  the  last  eleven  years.  It  was  at 
his  house,  in  the  SI.  Antoine  suburb,  that  the  se- 
cret meetings  were  lately  held,  and  the  oaths  ad- 
ministered.” 

A great  number  of  additional  prisoners  have  been 
sent  to  jaii  on  a charge  of  high  treason — every  one 
almost  French.  Besides  forty-two  at  Montreal; 
we  observe  Jules  Gagnon  and  eight  others  at  St. 
Johns  and  Laprairie,  and  seventy-three  at  Chateau- 
guay  alone,  and  all  French.  Among  these  latter 
are  Antonie  Cote  and  Felix  Gagnon,  &e. 

On  Wednesday,  in  addition  to  the  above,  seven 
more  were  imprisoned  at  Montreal,  including  se- 
veral notaries.  The  rebels  on  the  river  Richelieu 
are  in  arms,  and  many  of  the  loyalists  have  escaped 
to  Montreal.  The  number  of  insurgents  on  this 
river  alone,  was  estimated  at  6 or  7,000  on  Mon- 
day night — probably  exaggerated.  About  700  re- 
bels left  St.  Ours  Saturday,  to  take  Sorrel  by  sur- 
prise. They  were  armed  with  spears,  pikes,  and 
American  muskets. 

The  Burlington  Sentinel  of  the  8th  says  that  the 
insurgents  have  risen  at  Sorel,  Berthier,  Beileisle, 
Chambly,  Beauharnois,  Chateauguay,  and  several 
otiier  places.  That  the  village  of  St.  Pierre  had 
been  burned  by  the  British  troops.  That  the  in- 
surgents have  possession  of  the  whole  country  of 
Acadie.  That  colonel  Bryant  was  to  join  general 
Nelson  on  the  7th,  when  a movement  would  be 
made  upon  the  village  of  Acadie.  That  a good 
many  volunteers  from  the  American  side  had  gone 
over.  And  t hat  the  insurgents  had  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  stone  mills  at  La  Coile. 

Correspondence  of  the  Jlbana  Argus. 

Sacketl's  Harbor,  Nov.  12. 

Mv  DearSir  : A boat,  (not  ten,  as  stated  in 
tiie  accompanying  extract,)  conveying  a company 
of  colonel  Worth’s  regiment  from  Ogdjnsburg  to 
French  Mills,  oh  Thursday  last,  at  noonday,  was 
tired  upon,  and  one  man  badly  and  dangerously 
wounded.  The  boat  was  in  American  waters,  and 
the  men  in  full  uniform.  Their  character  could 
not  be  mistaken,  if,  as  fatally  appears  to  be  the 
case,  within  musket  shot.  Col.  Worth  started 
forthwith  with  a suitable  force  down  the  St.  Law- 
rence, to  look  inlo  this  business.” 

Extract  from  the  Sentinel,  published  at  Prescott. 

Upper  Canada,  Nov.  S,  1838. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  an  American  soldier  was 
shot  near  Cornwall,  on  Wednesday  last,  by  some 
of  the  volunteers  stationed  in  that  vicinity. 

A gentleman  just  arrived  in  the  Dolphin  states 
that  ten  barques,  apparently  filled  with  men,  were 
seen  passing  down  ; that  they  were  hailed,  and  did 
not  stop  or  make  any  satisfactory ‘reply,  and  the 
volunteers,  taking  them  for  rebels,  fired.  It  proved, 
however,  that  the  men  were  American  soldiers, 
bound  for  some  part  of  the  country  below. 

An  American  officer  came  to  Cornwall  the  fol- 
lowing day,  making  bi t ter  complaints  respecting 
the  circumstance.  We  have  no  doubt  every  satis- 
faction that  can  reasonably  be  required  will  he 
given.  If  the  boats  were  hailed  ami  did  not  heave 
to  in  times  like  the  present,  no  blame  whatever  can 
be  attached  to  the  volunteers.  They  did  no  more 
than  their  duty. 

UPPER  CANADA. 

Nathaniel  Garrow,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Marshall,  rs  now 
on  a visit  to  this  frontier,  with  the  view  of  using  his 
best  exertions,  in  common  with  the  civil  authori- 
ties, to  see  that  the  laws  of  our  country  are  in  no 
manner  violated.'  The  better  to  insure  this  object, 
he  has,  as  we  have  been  informed,  appointed  ad- 
ditional special  deputies. 

It  is  but  justice  to  this  gentleman  to  add  that  he 
has  stated  that  he  finds  no  movements  on  the  part 
of  our  citizens  incompatible  with  the  laws  of  neu- 
trality, and  that  although  they  generally  feel  a lively 
inierest  in  behalf  of  the  Canadian  patriots,  yet  lie 
has  discovered  no  design  on  the  part  of  the  former 
to  involve  this  frontier  in  difficulties. 

[ Watertown  (N.  Y.)  Jeffersonian. 

The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  says: 
We  have  the  Kingston  Herald  and  Chronicle  of  the 
7th,  up  to  which  time  all  was  quiet  in  the  Upper 
Province,  notwithstanding  the  reports  received 
here  some  days  ago  of  a general  rising  on  the  3d, 
of  the  barracks  at  Kingston  being  burned,  &c. 
Information  of  the  doings  in  the  lower  province  on 
! (lie  4t!r  was  received  at  Kingston  on  the  5th,  but 
j seems  to  have  caused  but  little  sensation.  The 


government,  however,  was  still  going  on  vigorous- 
ly with  ils  ample  preparations  for  all  contingencies. 

The  first  division  of  the  92d  regiment,  with  drafts 
for  other  regiments,  in  all  GOO  men,  reached  King- 
ston on  the  evening  of  the  4th;  one  company  to  re- 
main,-and  the  remainder  proceed  to  Toronto. 

A night  patrol  has  been  established. 

The  government  naval  force  on  the  lakes  has 
been  increased  to  four  steamboats,  four  schooners, 
and  a number  of  gunboats.  Captain  Drew  has 
been  appointed  commodore  of  the  flotilla,  and  has 
issued  a nolice  to  all  naval  officers  or  officers 
formerly  in  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company, 
residing  in  the  province,  inviting  them  to  serve  in 
the  provincial  marine. 

The  U.  S.  steamboatTelegraph,  wdth  a company 
of  U.  S.  troops  on  Loan!,  anchored  in  Kingston 
harbor  on  the  evening  of  the  3d,  and  landed  an 
officer  with  despatches. 

The  ground  was  covered  with  snow  to  the  depth 
of  two  inches  on  the  morning  of  the  6th. 

So  far,  we  are  very  glad  to  perceive,  there  had 
been  no  demonstration  from  the  American  side  in 
aid  of  the  insurgents  of  Lower  Canada,  and  as  it 
seems  to  be  the  plan  that  the  “organized  societies” 
are  not  to  stir  until  the  insurgents. have  gained  some 
decided  advantage,  we  think  it  very  likely  they 
will  not  find  occasion  to  stir  at  all. 

We  are  borne  out  in  this  opinion  by  the  Vermont 
Watchman  and  State  Journal,  which  says,  speaking 
of  governor  Arthur’s  proclamation, — “That  the 
proclamation  alluded  to  may  not  give  a wrong  im- 
pression, we  think  it  proper  to  say  that,  from  all 
we  can  learn,  there  will  not  be  any  invasion  of 
Canada  made  from  Vermont.” 

Departure  of  lord.  Durham.  On  Thursday  the 
1st  inst.,  the  earl  of  Durham  and  his  family  em- 
barked at  Quebec,  on  board  the  frigate  Inconstant, 
which,  at  4 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  proceeded  to 
sea  in  tow  of  the  steamer  Canada. 

Guards  of  honor  were  stationed  at  the  wharf  and 
at  the  bishop’s  paiace,  and  the  streets  were  lined  by 
the  troops  of  tire  garrison.  The  Caledonian  and 
St.  Georges  societies  led  the  procession,  after 
which  came  the  earl  of  Durham  and  h is  countess, 
in  their  carriage,  accompanied  by  sir  John  Col- 
borne,  and  followed  by  the  staffand  a great  number 
of  citizens.  The  place  ofembaikation  was  crowd- 
ed with  spectators,  who  cheered  his  lordship  as  he 
embarked  under  a salute  from  tire  garrison  and  the 
frigate. 

The  steamers  Canada  and  Lumber  Merchant 
went  down  the  river  with  the  frigate,  having  on 
hoard  the  members  of  the  St.  George’s  society,  and 
a large  number  of  citizens. 

At  4 o’clock  sir  John  Colborne  took  the  oaths 
before  the  executive  council,  as  administrator  of 
the  government.  In  the  evening  a council  was 
held  to  which  the  members  of  the  former  executive 
council  were  summoned. 

Canada  Exiles.  The  schooner  Perseverance, 
from  Bermuda,  having  on  board  a number  of  those 
wdio  were  exiled  by  lord  Durham  from  the  Canadas, 
awlved  in  Hampton  Roads  on  Thursday  evening  the 
8 th  inst.  Among  the  exiles  are  Dr.  Nelson,  the 
most  prominent  of  the  insurgents,  and  Dr.  Bouchet, 
editor  of  the  Quotidienne,  published  in  Montreal, 
and  eight  others  of  lesser  note.  They  proceeded 
to  New  York,  and  with  Theller  and  Dodge,  who 
had  arrived  in  the  same  city  from  Quebec,  via  Bos- 
ton,attended  a great  “sympathising  meeting”  at 
the  Richmond  Hill  theatre  on  Tuesday  eveninglast, 
which  is  represented  in  some  of  the  New7  York  pa- 
pers as  a most  disgraceful  affair.  The  following  is 
McKenzie’s  account  of  it: 

Mackenzie' s Gazelle  extra,  Nov.  14. 

General  Theller  and  colonel  Dodge  have  arrived  safe 
in  this  city.  They  will  be  present  at  the  great  meeting 
of  citizens  this  evening  at  Vauxhall. 

Dr.  Wolfred  Nelson,  the  hero  of  St.  Denis,  with  Mr. 
Bouchotte,  Mr.  Desrivieres,  Dr.  Gauvin,  and  Mr.  B. 
Viger,  five  of  the  Bermuda  exiles,  of  whom  the  British 
government,  stand  in  such  fear,  are  in  the  city;  they  ad- 
dressed a meeting  of  2,000  citizens  last  night  in  thegreat 
room,  Richmond  Hill  house. 

The  above  gentlemen,  with  Mr.  Wilson  Reid,  who 
has  escaped  from  the  great  fortress  of  Kingston,  were 
all  in  my  office  here  this  morning  in  excellent  health 
and  spirits. 

The  meeting  held  last  night  of  the  friends  to  Canada 
numbered  about  two  thousand.  Sixteen  hundred 
tickets  were  sold,  and  then  they  forced  the  doors  open, 
so  great  was  the  pressure. 

Mrs.  Frances  Wright  attended  the  meeting — some  of 
her  friends  urged  her  to  speak.  I told  Mr.  Vale  that  she 
ought  not  to  interfere — but  she  thought  differently 
Some  confusion  ensued— she  was  heard  for  a few 
minutes  only.  I think  it  would  have  been  more  proper 
had  she  remained  silent.  The  meeting  was  a very 
friendly  one,  and  exhibited  an  excellant  spirit. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER. 

Fifth  series.  No.  14.— Vol.  V.]  WASHINGTON  CITY,  DECEMBER  1,  1838.  [Vol.  LY.— Whole  No.  1,418. 

THE  TAST THE  TRESENT FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED,  EVERY  SATURDAY,  BY  WILLIAM  OGDEN  NILES,  EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR,  AT  $5  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


&5-The  third  session  of  the  twenty-fifth  congress 
will  commence  on  Monday  next,  when  a quorum  of 
botli  houses  will,  no  doubt,  be  present.  The  first 
business  in  the  house  will  be  the  election  of  a clerk, 
in  the  place  of  the  lamented  Mr.  Franklin,  for  which 
office  there  are  a large  number  of  candidates.  We 
will  give  our  usual  attention  to  all  the  important 
documents  presented  to  both  houses, — and,  with  the 
view  of  rendering  our  congressional  department 
more  perfect,  we  have  entered  into  an  arrangement 
with  gentlemen  of  talents  and  experience,  by  which 
we  will  he  furnished  with  original  reports  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, in  which  entire  justice  will  be  done  to  both 
parties.  But  we  respectfully  request,  that,  if  any 
member  should  conceive  himself  aggrieved,  or  mis- 
represented, by  our  reporters,  he  will  make  the  fact 
knowm  to  us,  that  the  proper  correction  may  be 
made.  For,  standing  as  we  do,  perfectly  aloof  from 
aU  parties  anil  partizans,  it  is  our  single  object  to  make 
the  “Register”  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  all, 
and  to  present  a record  which  may  be  appealed  to 
with  confidence  by  the  people,  for  the  truth,  and 
“the  whole  truth,”  in  relation  to  men  ami  things. 
In  these  regards,  we  believe  it  has  the  entire  confi- 
dence of  the  public,  and  we  are  resolved,  so  far  as 
the  fallibility  of  human  judgment  will  enable  us  to 
do  so,  to  preserve  its  neutral  character. 

We  embrace  the  occasion  to  say,  that  the  “Regis- 
ter” will  not  be  forwarded  unless  the  cash  accom- 
panies the  order,  and  that  subscriptions  are  not  re- 
ceived for  a period  of  1 ,-ss  than  six  months. 

During  the  recess  the  seats  in  the  hall  of  the  house 
of  representatives  have  been  restored  to  their  origin- 
al arrangement,  the  floor  raised  "about  three  feet 
and  newly  carpeted,  and  other  improvements  made 
which  vvill  add  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of 
the  members  and  to  the  facility  of  transacting  busi- 
ness. The  floor  of  the  senate  has  also  received  a 
new  carpet;  but,  like  that  of  the  house,  it  is  in  the 
worst  possible  taste,  and  destroys  the  effect  of  the 
beautiful  hall. 

{Jg-The  present  sheet  contains  a large  number  of 
interesting  articles  connected  with  the  politics  of 
the  day— among  them,  letters  from  general  Jack- 
son  and  Mr.  Kendall,  postmaster  general,  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  barbecue  dinner  given  to  Mr.  Speaker 
Polk,  at  Nashville,  a letter  from  the  honorable  Mar- 
cus Morton,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  slave  ques- 
tion, and  a letter  from  the  honorable  W.  C.  Rives, 
to  the  editor  of  the  “Richmond  Enquirer.” 

Dinner  to  senator  Tallmadge.  The  po- 
litical friends  of  this  gentleman,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  to  the  number  of  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty,  honored  this  distinguished  United  States  se- 
nator with  a private  dinner  at  the  American  hotel, 
on  Friday  evening,  the  23d  ult.  Gideon  Lee,  pre- 
sided, ex-recorder  Riker,  and  ex-alderman  Dela- 
mater,  assisted  as  vice  presidents.  The  mayor, 
ex-mayor  Hone,  and  a number  of  prominent  citi- 
zens, were  invited  guests. 

A great  number  of  patriotic  toasts  were  given, 
and  upwards  of  twenty  speeches  made.  Senator 
Tallmadge  when  complimented  by  a toast,  rose, 
and  addressed  the  company  for  upwards  of  an  hour, 
and  on  sitting  down  gave  the  following  toast. 

“Uncompromising  hostility  to  the  administration 
of  Martin  Van  Buren.” 

Mr.  Swartwout’s  accounts.  From  the  New 
York  Express  of  the  25th  ult.  We  regret  exceed- 
ingly to  see  that  the  United  States  marshal  has 
announced  in  hand  bills  posted  up  at  the  Exchange, 
to  dispose  at  public  auction  on  the  20th  of  Decem- 
ber, ail  the  real  estate  of  Benjamin  Birdsall,  and 
M.  N.  Quackenbos,  two  worthy  citizens  who  were 
security  for  ex-collector  Swartwout.  It  is  a hard 
case  for  men  at  their  time  of  life  to  be  stripped. 

Canadian  affairs.  We  hare  given  pretty 
copious  extracts  in  relation  to  the  late  affair  at. 
Windmill  Point,  to  which  our  readers  are  referred. 
Since  that  affair  the  frontier  has  been  quiet,  though 
great  anxiety  is  felt  lor  the  fate  of  the  American 
citizens  who  were  captured;  many  of  whom  will, 
no  doubt,  be  put  to  death. 

Montreal  papers  of  Tuesday  the  23d  ultimo,  have 
been  received  by  the  editors  of  the  New  York  Com- 
mercial Advertiser. 


Nothing  had  been  done  by  the  court  martial, 
which  organized  on  Monday — whereat  considerable 
wonder  was  expressed. 

The  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser  of  the  22d 
mentions  the  seizure  of  a “long,  suspicious-looking 
box,”  marked  “mill-saws,”  which  came  up  from 
the  Falls,  by  the  rail-road,  the  evening  before,  and 
which  the  deputy  collector  took  the  liberty  of  open- 
ing. 

It  was  found  to  contain  muskets,  bayonets, 
shovels,  pick-axes,  &c.  The  deputy  seized  the 
articles,  but  was  immediately  assailed  by  a gang  of 
ruffians  who  had  collected  round,  and  While  they 
kept  him  employed,  the  munitions  of  war  were  car- 
ried off. 

On  the  same  night  there  was  a gathering  of  he- 
roes, about  150  in  number,  who  had  a captain,  and 
were  intending  to  go  up  to  Detroit,  but  no  boat  left 
Buffalo,  on  account  of  the  high  wind,  and  they  dis- 
persed. 

They  appeared  to  be  Canadians,  and  carried  no 
weapons. 

John  G.  Parker.  The  Kingston  U.  C.  Herald 
states  that  this  gentleman  has  at  length  been  sent  off 
to  VanDietnan’sLand,  for  having  written  andspoken 
against  the  colonial  government. 

The  Montreal  Transcript  says  that  two  of  the 
patriot  prisoners  in  that  city  have  been  already'  hung. 

[The  Montreal  Courier  of  the  22d  makes  no  men- 
tion of  the  fact,  and  we  are  inclined  to  think  it  is 
premature.] 

Col.  Worth.  The  Ogdeusburg  Republican  con- 
cludes a history  of  the  events  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, for  the  week  ending  the  17th  instant,  with 
the  following  just  compliment: 

, ‘Great  credit  is  due  to  colonel  Worth,  for 
the  manlv  discharge  of  his  responsible  and  delicate 
duty  in  sustaining  the  honor  and  character  of  the 
government,  and  his  humanity  was  equally  conspi- 
cuous in  sustaining  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  at 
home,  and  in  his  efforts  to  diminish  the  number  of 
those  whom  it  is  believed  the  designing  contrivers 
and  plotters  of  an  extensive  conspiracy  intended  to 
immolate,  that  they  might  fan  excitement  and  fur- 
ther inflame  the  public  mind  by  the  blood  of  their 
brave  but  deluded  victims.” 

The  Message.  The  public  is  anticipating  the 
message  of  the  president  with  great  anxiety,  and 
as  one  means  of  facilitating  its  rapid  transportation, 
we  learn,  from  the  Baltimore  American,  that,  in  re- 
ply to  an  application  from  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, the  two  rail-road  companies,  whose  lines  ex- 
tend from  Washington  to  Baltimore  and  Philadel- 
phia, have  liberally  tendered  the  use  of  their  roads 
and  locomotive  engines  without  charge,  for  the  spe- 
cial purpose  of  conveying  the  message,  which  it  is 
supposed  will  be  sent  "to  congress  on  Tuesday  next. 
With  the  aid  of  the  iron  horses,  therefore,  whose 
speed  never  tires  by  rapid.action,  we  should  not  be 
surprised  to  find  the  distance  between  Washington 
and  Philadelphia, — one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
miles, — traversed  in  the  short  space  of  some  five 
hours  or  thereabout.  Should  the  Camden  and  Am- 
boy Rail  Road  Company  agree  to  prolong  this  rapid 
movement  to  New  York,  our  frieuds  in  the  latter 
city  may  look  wdth  confidence  for  the  message  by 
ten  o’clock  on  Tuesday  night. 

Colombia.  The  New  York  Express  says— “A 
letter  from  the  United  States  legation  at  Bogota, 
dated  20th  September,  to  a gentleman  in  this  city, 
gives  notice  that  all  claims  against  the  late  Col  om- 
bian  government  must  be  presented  on  or  before  the 
22d  February,  1839,  to  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  liquidate  claims,  now  sitting  at  Bogota.  The 
commission  consists  of  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  respective  governments  of  New  Grenada, 
Venezuela,  and  Equator.” 

Movement  of  troops.  The  Augusta  (Geor- 
gia) Chronicle  of  the  20th  ult.  announces  the  arri- 
val on  the  17th  of  the  3d  regiment  of  artillery  on 
its  march  from  Tennessee  to  Florida — the  Chero- 
kee difficulties  having  been  happily  adjusted.  The 
command  consists  of  nine  companies,  the  tenth, 
created  by  the  recent  augmentalion  of  the  army, 
being  already  in  Florida.  This  regiment,  says  the 
Chronicle,  within  the  last  twelve  months,  will  have 


marched  by  the  time  it  reaches  Garey’s  ferry, 
nearly  four  thousand  miles,  one  thousand  of  which, 
were  performed  on  foot,  and  mostly  in  an  enemy’s 
country.  This  circumstance  is  mentioned  not  as 
an  extraordinary  fact,  but  as  illustrative  of  the  ar- 
duous nature  of  military  service  in  the  ordinary 
routine  of  duty. 

The  majority  of  the  companies  have  served  in 
Florida  -since  the  inception  of  hostilities,  and  ma- 
ny marched  from  the  opposite  extremes  of  the 
union.  The  regiment  has  participated  in  the  ma- 
jority of  battles  and  skirmishes  that  have  occurred 
on  the  theatre  of  military  operations  in  Florida; 
and  for  its  more  recent  services  in  the  Cherokee 
nation,  major  general  Scott,  has  been  pleased  to 
manifest  his  approbation  by  the  highest  compli- 
mental  notice. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  officers  which  ar- 
rived at  Augusta  with  the  regiment: 

Lieutenant  colonel  Gates,  commanding. 

Dr.  S.  Forry,  assistant  surgeon. 

R.  Ridgely,  adjutant. 

E.  J.  Steptoe,  acting  assistant  quartermjMfer. 

Captain  Garner. 

Lieutenants — Poole,  Mock,  Bragg,  Taylor,  Rod- 
ney, Wyse,  Casey,  Board,  Ketchum,  Shover, 
Haynes,  and  Jennings. 

Major  McClintock  proceeded  to  Augusta  in  ad- 
vance of  the  troops  to  effect  arrangements  for  their 
transportation  to  Florida.  Major  Churchill,  cap- 
tain Vinton,  and  assistant  surgeon  Baldwin,  also 
joined  the  regiment  at  that  point,  having  been  en- 
gaged on  other  duties. 

Colonel  Gates  and  Dr.  Forry  have  arrived  at 
Baltimore  in  the  steamboat  Neptune  fiom  Charles- 
ton. 

Elections,  &c.  We  have  not  yet  seen  a detail- 
ed statement  of  the  result  in  New  York,  but  the 
Albany  Argus  says  the  whole  number  of  votes,  ac- 
cording to  official  returns,  excluding  Allegany,  from 
which  returns  had  not  been  received,  is  369,368. 
That  county  will  add  about  5,600,  making  an  ag- 
gregate of  near  375,000  votes.  The  whole  num- 
ber for  Seward,  exclusive  of  Allegany,  is  189,583; 
lor  Marcy,  179,785.  Majority  for  Seward,  9,798; 
add  600  in  AlRgany,  and  the  majority  for  Seward 
is  10,398. 

Vermont— Fourth  District.  The  Journal  of  Com- 
merce says: — Complete  returns  of  votes  for  a mem- 
ber of  congress  in  this  district,  being  the  second 
trial,  give  the  following  majorities: 

520  maj.  for  J.  Smith,  V.  B. 

348 

37  maj.  against  Smith. 

768 
37 

Smith’s  majority 

in  the  district  731 

Massachusetts.  In  289  towns,  Everett  52,549 
Morton  42,425 


Whig  majority  10,124 


Delaware,  Robinson, 

(adm.) 

Miligan,  (whig) 

New-Castle. 

1818 

1604 

Kent, 

1134 

1220 

Sussex, 

1497 

1575 

4449 

4399 

4399 

Robinson’s  maj. 

50 

Michigan.  The  Detroit  Free  Press  of  the  21st, 
gives  the  whole  returns  of  Michigan  with  the  ex- 
ception of  those  from  Ingham  and  Chippewa  coun- 
ties. Mr.  Crary  thus  far  has  a mjonty  of  239.  De- 
mocratic majority  on  joint  ballot,  12.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  democratic  ticket  has  succeeded. 
Of  course,  the  democratic  senator  will  be  elected. 

New  Jersey.  At  the  recent  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  New  Jersey,  the  hon.  Samuel  1.  Southard 
was  re-elected  a senator  of  the  United  States  for  six 
years,  from  the  3d  day  of  March  next,  when  his 
term  expires.  The  vote  in  joint  meeting  of  the  le- 
gislature was  as  follows:  for  Mr.  Southard  36;  for 
Mahlon  Dickerson  24, 


Chittenden  ) 
Franklin  $ 
Lamoille 
Orleans 
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The  legislature,  at  its  next  session,  will  be  com- 
posed as  follows:  Senate,  5 Whigs,  4 administra- 
tion; house  of  representatives,  14  Whigs,  7 admin- 
istration— whig  majority,  on  joint  ballot,  8. 

Ohio.  The  vacancy  in  the  19th  district  of  Ohio, 
created  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Kilgore,  has  been 
filled  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Henry  Swearingen. 
Mr.  S.  had  previously  been  elected  to  the  26th 
congress. 

Judge  White,  of  Tennessee.  It  is  stated  that 
Judge  White,  of  Tennessee,  in  consequence  ol  ill 
health,  which  he  supposes  will  prevent  him  from 
taking  his  seat  at  an  early  day  of  the  ensuing  ses- 
sion, has  tendered  his  resignation  to  the  governor 
of  that  state,  which,  however,  had  not  yet  been 
accepted. 

Tennessee.  Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we 
learn  by  the  Nashville  Whig  of  the  21st  ult,  that 
Judge  White  has  consented  to  resume  his  seat  in 
the  U.  S.  senate,  for  the  short  session  at  least,  if  his 
health  permits  him  to  reach  Washington  by  the 
first  week  in  January. 

In  a letter  to  the  governor  of  Tennessee,  dated 
near  Knoxville,  15th  inst.  the  judge  states  that 
while  he  cannot  at  present,  withdraw  his  intention 
to  retire  from  public  life — on  account  of  the  very 
precarious  state  of  his  health,  he  will,  if  his  excel- 
lency is. satisfied  with  the  contingency  upon  which 
the  journey  depends,  certainly  proceed  to  Wash- 
ington and  perform  the  duties  of  his  station  to  the 
best  of  his  ability.  The  governor,  it  is  added,  will 
of  course  await  the  time  mentioned,  and  has  so  ad- 
vised him. 

North  Carolina.  The  legislature  of  this  state 
met  on  Monday  the  19th  ultimo.  Tn  the  house  of 
representatives,  William  A.  Graham,  whig,  was 
elected  speaker,  by  a majority  of  12  votes  over  M. 
Hoke,  administration.  In  the  senate,  the  votes  of 
the  members  attending  were  equally  divided  be- 
tween the  two  candidates  for  speaker,  and  that  bo- 
dy adjourned  without  making  a choice.  Three 
whig  and  one  administration  senators  were  absent. 
On  the  following  day  colonel  Joyner,  whig,  was 
elected.  Mr.  Carsons,  of  Rutherford,  who  was 
elected  as  a whig,  and  who,  on  the  first  day,  voted 
for  the  administration  candidate,  changed  his  vote 
and  elected  Mr.  Joyner.  Neither  of  the  senators 
absent  on  the  first  day  had  arrived.  The  vote 
stood — Joyner,  whig,  23;  Wilson,  administration, 21. 

Mr.  Caihbert , of  Georgia.  The  Milledgeville 
(Geo.)  Journal  of  the  13th  says:  We  understand 
that  the  resignation  of  the  honorable  Alfred  Cuth- 
bert,  of  his  seat  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
is  in  Milledgeville.  The  legislature  of  Georgia  is 
now  in  session. — Mr.  Cuthbert’s  term  expires  in 
1843. 

Mississippi.  The  hon.  James  F.  Trotter  of  Mis- 
sissippi, has  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate  of  the 
United  Slates — and  governor  McNutt  has  appointed 
Thomas  FI.  Williams,  of  Pontotoc,  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Arkansas  Tile  legislature  of  this  state  com- 
menced its  annual  session  at  Little  Rock  on  Mon- 
day the  5th  ult.  In  the  senate,  Mark  W.  Izzard, 
was  elected  president,  and  John  M.  Stewart , secre- 
tary. In  the  house  of  representatives,  G.  Marshall. 
was  chosen  speaker,  S.  IF.  Hempstead,  principal 
clerk,  and  C.  M.  McLellon,  assistant  clerk.  For 
speaker  of  the  house,  Mr.  Marshall.v/as  opposed  by 
B.  FI.  Martin.  The  vote  was  for  Marshall,  27;  for 
Martin,  21.  The  administration  party  have  a ma- 
jority in  each  branch  of  the  legislature,  and  claim 
a majority  of  about  18  on  joint  ballot.  For  con- 
gress, it  appears  that  the  aggregate  vote  at  the  late 
election  was,  for  Cross,  (adm.)  6773;  Cummins, 
(Whig)  4218.  Majority  for  Cross.  2553. 

We  learn  from  the  Rockingham  Register,  that  the 
honorable  Isaac  S.  Pennybacker,  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives in  congress  from  Virginia,  is  rapidly  re- 
covering from  the  effects  of  a severe  and  dangerous 
illness  with  which  he  has  been  afflicted  for  some 
time  past. 

Iowa.  W.  W.  Chapman,  and  not  Mr.  Engle,  has 
been  elected  a delegate  in  congress  from  Iowa. — 
He  is  claimed  by  both  parties. 

Banks,  currency,  &c.  New  York  money  mar- 
ket. The  Express  of  Tuesday  says: 

It  is  a singular  fact  that  not  a southern  bill  drawn 
against  cotton  has  yet  appeared  in  this  market — in 
ordinary  seasons  very  large  amounts  have  reached 
here  previous  to  the  close  of  November.  The  de- 
mand for  bills  continues  much  larger  than  usual, 
and  there  are  none  to  draw  at  the  existing  prices, 
except  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  This  insti- 
tution alone  supplies  the  market;  and  should  the 
bank  decline  drawing,  the  demand  lor  specie  would 
inevitably  be  very  great.  The  bank,  whatever  its 
motives  may  be,  is'  benefitting  the  country  from  one 
end  of  the  union  to  the  other. 

The  extreme  southern,  banks  are  making  an  ef- 
fort to  resume  specie  payments  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 


ary, and  in  order  to  effect  this  most  desirable  ob- 
ject, they  are  obliged  to  obtain  great  facilities  at 
the  north.  If,  therefore,  the  United  States  Bank 
did  not  nowT  supply  the  exchange  wanted,  and  the 
amount  to  be  remitted  should  be  drawn  in  specie, 
it  would  bs  out  of  its  power  to  grant  the  aid  re- 
quired from  the  south  or  to  discount  for  their  ordi- 
nary customers.  As  it  is,  the  pinch  for  money  is 
now  felt  mostly  among  the  stock  brokers.  The 
merchants  do  not  feel  any  pressure.  Holders  of 
the  immense  supplies  of  produce  here  find  no  diffi- 
culty in  negociating  good  paper  and  are  thereby 
prevented  from  the  necessity  of  forcing  sales. 

In  the  absence  of  any,  beyond  a mere'  specula- 
tive demand,  and  the.  comparative  scarcity  of  mo- 
ney which  at  present  exists,  stocks  of  every  kind 
continue  to  recede,  the  sales  to-day  again  being 
made  at  a further  decline  on  the  previous  reduced 
prices.  United  States  Bank  sold  at  119,  but  closed 
at  1 19 J;  Delaware  and  Hudson  at  66,  a falling  off' 
of  II  'per  cent;  Vicksburg  banks  73-j-;  Hariein 
Railroad  at  42;  New  Jersey  Railroad  at  100;  Mo- 
hawk Railroad  at  55£  and  Stonington  Railroad  at 
221,  all  showing  a decline  of  1 a 2 per  cent. 

The  United  States  Bank  is  receiving  orders  for 
sterling  bills  for  the  packets  of  the  1st  Dec.  at  9f 
per  cent,  premium. 

Philadelphia  money  market.  Bicknell’s  Reporter 
gives  the  following  acconntof  the  Philadelphia  mo- 
ney market  for  the  last  week: 

The  money  and  stock  market  are  still  languid 
and  depressed.  The  rate  of  money  out  of  doors  is 
about  12  per  cent,  per  annum.  Our  banks  are  do- 
ing what  they  can,  but  it  should  be  remembered 
that  the  state  legislature  will  assemble  on  Tuesday 
next,  and  it  is  possible  that  these  institutions  are 
preparing  for  the  annual  exhibition  of  their  ac- 
counts. They  are  naturally  less  liberal  with  regard 
to  discounts  at  such  a time — anxious  to  present  as 
favorable  an  aspect  to  the  Solons  at  Harrisburg  as 
possible. 

The  condition  of  our  sixteen  banks  on  the  1st 
inst.  was  published  yesterday  by  the  secretary  of 
the  board  of  presidents. 

The  aggregate  capital  paid  in  $40,- 
809,618,  showing-  an  increase  since  the 
statement  ot  the  1st  ult.  of  $327,059 

Deposites,  $6,543,568  increase  279,806 

Specie,  3,S26,U60  do  184,933 

Bank  notes  of  the  state 

banks,  1,578,398  do  577,360 

Profits  and  surplus  re- 
tained undivided  6,257,024 
Circulation,  4,792,739  decrease  56,884 

\New  Orleans  Transcript. 

Huntsville  Bank.  The  Democrat,  at  Huntsville, 
Ala.,  of  the  17th  inst.  says:  “We  are  authorised  to 
state,  that  gen.  Lowe,  the  president  of  the  branch 
bank  in  this  place,  has  succeeded  in  selling,  in  New 
York,  half  a million  dollars  of  the  state  bonds,  to  be 
redeemed  in  four  and  six  years. 

We'  are  also  further  informed  that  an  abundant 
supply  of  specie  is  ordered,  and  that  the  Huntsville 
branch  will  certainly  resume  specie  payments  on 
the  first  Monday  in  January  next;  on  which  day  the 
banks  in  Mobile  will  also  resume,  instead  of  1st 
December  as  mentioned  in  our  last. 

J ust  as  our  paper  is  going  to  press,  we  are  in- 
formed, that  the  branch  bank  in  this  place  has  com- 
menced checking  upon  the  east  at  twro  per  cent, 
premium,  but  would  receive  no  other  notes  but  those 
of  the  branch  in  payment.” 

Mississippi  bank  convention.  Vicksburg,  Nov. 
5th,  1838.  At  a convention  of  delegates  from 
the  banks  of  Mississippi  held  this  day  at  the  Com- 
me  cial  and  Rail  Road  Bank  of  Vicksburg,  the  fol- 
lowing banks  were  represented,  viz:  Planter’s  Bank, 
Agricultural  Bank,  Commercial  and  Rail  Road  Bank 
of  Vicksburg,  Grand  Gull'  Rail  Road  and  Banking- 
Company,  West  Feliciana  Rail  Road  and  Banking 
Company,  Commercial  Bank  of  Natchez,  Commer- 
cial Banlcof  Manchester,  Commercial  Bank  of  Co- 
lumbus, Commercial  Bank  of  Rodney,  Tombigby 
Rail  Road  Company,  Bank  of  Vicksburg,  Bank  of 
Lexington,  Bank  of  Port  Gibson,  Vicksburg  Water 
Works  and  Banking  Company,  Mississippi  Rail 
Road  Company,  Citizen’s  Bank  of  Madison  county, 
Mississippi  Union  Bank.  Aberdeen  and  Pontotoc 
Banking  Company,  Rpal  Estate  Bank  at  Columbus. 

On  motion,  Hiram  G.  Runnels  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  J.  J.  Chewning  appointed  secretary. 

Whereas,  The  Mississippi  Union  Bank  has  in- 
vited the  banks  of  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  and  Ala- 
bama, to  a convention  to  be  held  in  this  city  on  the 
first  Monday  of  December  next,  for  the  purpose  of 
designating  the  earliest  day  practicable  tor  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments;  and  whereas  the  Mis- 
sissippi Union  Bank  has  received  notice  from  a por- 
tion of  said  banks  that  they  will  be  represented  in 
said  convention — therefore  be  it 


Resolved,  That  it  would  be  premature  for  the  j 
Banks  of  Mississippi,  now  in  convention,  to  act  de- 
finitely on  said  subject  at  this  time. 

Resolved,  That  with  a view  to  produce  harmony  j 
of  action  with  the  banks  of  Mississippi  at  the  afore- 
said general  convention,  that  the  banks  that  are  here  ' 
represented  be  invited  to  make  an  exhibit  of  (heir 
true  condition,  with  a view  to  fixing  on  the  day  of 
resumption  at  the  December  convention. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  three  members  be 
appointed  to  receive  the  statements  of  the  banks 
here  represented,  and  report  to  the  convention  a con- 
densed statement  of  their  condition,  whereupon  the 
following  gentlemen  were  appointed  the  committee  | 
on  the  foregoing  resolution,  viz:  J.  A.  Quitman,  M.  [ 
B.  Hamer,  and  L.  R.  Marshall. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  strongly  recommended  lo  the 
convention  to  be  held  in  this  place  in  December 
next,  hat  the  first  Monday  in  January  be  fixed  upon  ::| 
for  a general  resumption  of  specie  payments. 

Resolved,  Tfiat  the  several  banks  here  represented  i| 
accept  the  invitation  of  the  Mississippi  Union  Bank  j 
to  meet  such  delegates  as  may  be  sent  by  the  banks  jj 
of -the  states  of  Alabama,  Tennessee  and  Arkansas 
to  the  proposed  convention  to  be  held  at  this  place  | 
on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fixing  definitely  a day  for  the  general  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  adopted  by  ibis  1 
convention  be  signed  by  the  president  and  secreta- 
ry, and  published  in  (lie  papers  of  the  cily  of 
Vicksburg — whereupon  the  convention  adjourned. 

Afterwards,  the  following  resolution  was  offered 
by  N.  J.  Minor,  esq.  and  adopted  by  this  conven- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  banks  here  represented  will,  as 
early  as  practicable,  introduce  and  put  in  circulation  | 
in  this  slate,  the  United  Slates  coin,  dimes  and  half  j 
dimes,  in  place  of  bits  and  half  bits,  and  that  all  I 
other  banks  in  Mississippi  be  requested  to  do  the  j 
same. 

H.  G.  Runnells,  chairman. 

J.  J.  Chewning,  secretary. 

The  Cherokees.  The  Milledegville  (Geo.) 
Journal  of  the  20th  ultimo,  gives  the  following- in-  ! 
formation: 

“We  learn  by  a letter  to  a gentleman  of  (his  city, 
(which  we  have  not  room  to  insert)  that  about 
15,000  of  the  Indians  of  the  Cherokee  country  have 
been  removed,  and  are  at,  or  on  their  w ay  to,  their 
new  homes  in  the  west.  Only  about  300  remain.  !j 
White  a detachment  of  three  soldiers  were  bringing  jj 
down  to  the  agency  five  Indian  prisoners  taken  in  jj 
the  mountains,  the  prisoners  rose  on  their  guard,  j 
killed  two,  wounded  the  third,  and  succeeded  in  j| 
making  their  escape;  eighty  of  the  fugitive  Indians  ji 
were  brought  down  in  September,  as  many  more  in  ! 
October,  and  are  now  on  their  road  to  the  west;  | 
leaving  about  200  souls  yet  in  the  mountains. 

Col.  Foster,  of  the  4lh  infantry,  has  been  ordered  j’ 
in  pursuit  of  the  murdereis  ot  the  guard  above  men-  j 
lioned,  and  the  remaining  fugitives.  He  is  a gal-  3 
lant  and  experienced  officer,  and  will  do  his  duty. 
The  Indians  yet  out  are  outlaws  belonging  lo  that  | 
portion  of  Ihe  tribe  which  resided  in  North  Caroli-  3 
na — they  resist  the  authorities  of  their  own  tribe  ji 
and  the  force  of  the  United  States.” 

The  Hopkinsville  (Ky.)  Gazette  says:  “The  I: 

third  division  of  the  emigrating  Cherokees  camped  |. 
within  a mile  of  town  on  the  night  of  the  33th,  and  3 
passed  on  the  following  morning.  They  appeared 
to  be  in  pretty  good  plight — clothing  comfortable,  i 
and  provisions  plentiful.  They  received  many  gilts  j 
from  our  citizens.  They  were  about  3 200  in  num-  | 
ber.” 

Florida.  Advices  from  St.  Augusli'ne  to  the  i 
16th  November  have  been  received  at  Charleston.  | 
A slip  fioin  the  office  of  Ihe  Herald  of  that  date,  3 
says: 

A letter  from  an  officer  of  the  army  of  recent  3 
date,  states  that  the  Indians  there  were  acting  in  a j1 
suspicions  manner,  ami  did  not  seem  disposed  (o  1 
treat.  He  expressed  the  opinion  that  gen.  Taylor 
had  been  deceived  by  their  fair  words. 

It  is  rumored  at  Black  Creek,  that  the  Indians  I 
who  assembled  to  hold  a talk  with  gen.  Taylor, 
which  was  to  have  taken  place  on  fhe"7th  instant,  ji 
ha-d  all  dispersed  and  gone  “to  ihe  bush,”  on  the  5th  » 
instant.  This  we  are  informed  is  but  a rumor,  but  f 
we  have  no  counter  rumor.  The  number  of  In- 
dians is  said  to  be  about  250  Tallahassees. 

Decisive  information  was  expected  on  Wednes-  , I 
day  of  this  talk,  but  the.  regular  express  from  Tam-  i 
pa  brought  nothing. 

We  are  informed  that  the  Indians  at  Tampa  re-  " : 
ceived  the  news  of  the  murder  of  the  crew  of  the  , I 
brig  Olney,  several  days  before  it  was  known  to  the  i I 
whites. 
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Colonel  Cross,  assistant  quartermaster  genera!, 
is  expected  to  arrive  here  daily.  Colonel  C.  is  on 
a tour  of  inspection. 

The  steamboat  John  Lain  was  lost  on  Musketo 
Beach  on  the  16th  November,  the  vessel  and  cargo 
a total  loss.  No  lives  were  lost. 

From  Liberia.  The  New  York  Journal  of 
Commerce  has  received  the  numbers  of  the  Liberia 
Herald  for  May,  June  and  July — published  at  the 
end  of  the  month. 

The  brig  Mail,  captain  Nowell,  with  emigrants, 
arrived  at  Monrovia,  from  New  Orleans,  July  8th. 

The  schooner  Columbia  called  at  Monrovia  near 
the  close  of  July,  on  her  return  to  the  United  States 
from  Maryland  in  Liberia,  whither  she  had  con- 
veyed emigrants. 

A new  schooner  of  eighteen  tons,  built  at  Mis- 
sissippi, in  Africa,  arrived  at  Monrovia  on  the  20th 
July. 

Four  persons  (natives)  armed  with  muskets  and 
cutlasses,  were  arrested  at  Millsburg,  about  the  end 
of  June,  on  a charge  of  being  employed  by  the 
slave  factory  at  Digby  to  procure  slaves.  As  no 
direct  act  could  be  proved  against  them,  they  were 
discharged,  but  their  goods  were  confiscated. 

At  a meeting  of  citizens  July  18th,  resolutions  of 
thanks  were  passed  in  favor  of  Dr.  Goheen,  “for 
his  able  refutation  (in  the  African  Repository,)  of 
the  numerous  slanders  circulated  against  the  town 
of  Monrovia.” 

On  the  18th  of  June  a Lyceum  was  formed  in 
Liberia  for  the  diffusion  of  “literary’’,  scientific  and 
natural  knowledge”  throughout  the  colony.  Hil- 
liard Teague  was  chosen  president. 

We  copy  the  following  from  the  New  York  Com- 
mercial Advertiser: 

The  leading  article  of  the  Herald  of  June,  relates 
to  the  improving  agriculture  of  the  colony.  It  is 
not  doubted  that  there  will  be  an  abundance  of  pro- 
visions for  the  approaching  rainy  season,  notwith- 
standing the  continued  scarcity  among  the  natives. 
The  editor  speaks  of  a journey  to  the  new  Georgia 
settlement,  and  gives  a glowing  account  of  the  crops 
grow'ing  for  the  harvest — the  beauty  of  the  fields, 
and  of  the  surrounding  scenery. 

The  culture  of  the  sugar  cane  has  been  com- 
menced, and  they  have  many  acres  ripe  for  cutting — 
but  they  have  no  mill  to  work  it  up,  and  the  crop 
will  therefore  be  a total  loss.  They  have  no  artizan 
in  the  colony  capable  of  constructing  any  machine 
that  might  answer  as  a temporary  substitute  for  a 
sugar  mill.  [The  society  should  send  out  a mill 
forthwith.] 

On  the  20th  of  June,  the  Moral  Friendship  so- 
ciety of  Liberia  celebrated  its  fourth  anniversary. 
They  formed  processions,  attended  an  oration,  ac- 
companied with  religious  exercises,  and  afterward 
dined  together  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  H.  Teague, 
editor  of  the  Herald.  The  dinner  was  substantial — 
the  meats  and  game,  consisting  of  hams,  ducks,  tur- 
kies,  fowls,  a roasted  hog,  8cc.  Other  exercises  fol- 
lowed in  the  afternoon,  and  the  whole  celebration 
was  concluded  by  a select  tea-party,  which  was 
closed  at  12  o’clock  at  night — fashionable  enough  for 
Bond  street. 

Two  large  serpents  had  been  discovered  and  killed 
— the  first  sixteen  feet  long,  upon  the  farm  of  Mr. 
Moore;  the  second  twelve  feet  long,  upon  the  farm 
of  Mr.  Cheeseman.  One  of  them  had  slain  and 
swallowed  an  entire  filautonbo,  (a  species  of  deer) 
and  had  another  dead  by  his  side  for  the  next  meal. 
The  natives  disputed  his  snakeship’s  right  to  more 
than  one  meal  at  a time,  and  relieved  him  from  the 
necessity  of  swallowing  the  second  filantambo,  by 
swallowing  it  themselves. 

On  the  18th  of  June  the  young  gentleman  of  Li- 
beria formed  an  association  for  literary  and  scientific 
improvement,  called  the  Liberia  Lyceum.  The  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  were  elected  honorary  members 
of  the  institution — J.  B.  Russworm,  esq..  Rev. 
Messrs.  J.j  L.  Wilson  and  John  Revey,  of  Cape 
Palmas;  Dr.  Johnson,  B issa  Cove;  doct.  Proudfit,  of 
New  York;  Messrs.  £.  Cresson  and  Thos.  Buchanan, 
j of  Philadelphia;  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  of  Washington; 

| Rev.  doct.  Greenport,  Long  Island;  Messrs.  John 
| Seys  and  J.  B.  Barton,  and  doct.  S.  M.  E.  Goheen, 
of  Monrovia. 

A native  traveller  with  whom  the  editor  of  the 
Herald  say3  he  has  been  twelve  years  acquainted, 
j has  penetrated  the  interior  from  Liberia  to  the  coun- 
j try  whence  the  gold  and  the  cattle  are  brought  to 
the  market  of  Sierra  Leone.  He  reports  that  the 
! route  to  the  country  is  shorter  and  better  than  from 
the  English  colony;  and  it  is  believed  that  with 
goods  of  the  proper  kind,  quality  and  quantity,  the 
I trade  might  be  easily  diverted  from  Sierra  Leone  to 
Liberia. 



; The  northeastern  boundary.  The  Boston 
Gazette  of  Thursday  the  22d  ult.  states  that  the 


commissioners  appointed  by  governor  Kent,  to  ex- 
plore the  disputed  territory,  and  if  possible,  to  as- 
certain the  true  boundary  line  between  Maine  and 
New  Brunswick,  or  in  other  words,  our  northeastern 
boundary,  arrived  at  Bangor,  last  Monday,  and  that 
their  efforts  have  been  crowned  with  complete  suc- 
cess. 

The  great  problem  to  be  solved  was,  to  ascertain 
the  exact  location  of  the  “high  lands”  between  the 
waters  emptying  on  the  one  side  into  the  river  St. 
Law’rence,  and  on  the  other,  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean.  The  British  diplomatists  have  denied  that 
there  were  any-such  highlands,  in  the  contemplated 
regions.  The  “Bangor  Courier”  says  the  commis- 
sioners found  very  distinctly  marked  highlands  at 
the  point  where  the  waters  divide  between  the  St. 
Lawrence  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  all  the  coun- 
try north  of  St.  John  river  extremely  mountainous. 
The  country  where  the  waters  divide  is  not  level 
and  swampy,  as  ha3  been  represented  and  believed 
by  many,  but  lies  in  mountains  and  dividing  high- 
lands, corresponding  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of 
1783.” 

Pennsylvania  improvements.  From  Biclc- 
nelt’s  Reporter.  A million  of  dollais  have  been  col- 
lected in  Pennsylvania  since  last  November,  as  toll 
for  merchandize  that  has  passed  between  Philadel- 
phia and  Pittsburg.  This  too,  be  it  remembered, 
in  a season  of  comparative  gloom  and  adversity; 
and  with  our  canal  interrupted  for  weeks,  nay 
months,  by  the  unfortunate  disaster  at  Holidays- 
burg.  Truly  that  picture  is  one  calculated  to  glad- 
den the  heart,  excite  the  pride,  and  animate  the  en- 
terprise of  every  citizen  of  Pennsylvania.  And  yet 
this  immense  trade  with  the  Great  West,  maybe 
said  to  be  only  in  its  infancy.  Millions  upon  mil- 
lions of  acres,  among  the  best  and  richest  of  the 
Mississippi  valley,  are  3’et  uncultivated;  while  at  a 
moderate  computation,  at  least  one  thousand  emi- 
grants pass  into  that  valley  and  pitch  their  tents 
there,  every  week  that  transpires.  The  majority 
of  them  will  till  the  soil,  and  thus  cull  out  the 
wealth  that  lies  hidden  in  the  bosom  of  the  teeming 
earth.  Products  thus  raised,  must  continue  to  pass 
eastward,  so  that  in  the  course  of  a-few  years,  even 
our  present  facilities  of  trade  and  transportation 
will  be  found  altogether  inadequate.  We  repeat 
therefore,  that  the  trade  of  the  west  is  still  in  its 
infancy;  that  it  behooves  Philadelphia  to  be  up  and 
doing;  always  determined  to  make  her  market  as 
accessible  as  that  of  anj’  other  Atlantic'cily;  her  fa- 
cilities of  trade,  travel  and  transportation,  excelled 
by  none  in  the  union.  Thus  far,  backed  by 
the  resources  of  the  state,  and  a proper  degree  of 
public  spirit,  she  has  done  well,  nay  nobly.  But 
her  hand  must  still  be  kept  to  the  plough— her  pre- 
sent improvements  must  be  sustained  and  cherish- 
ed, and  others  wisely  planned  and  promptly  and 
economically  executed.  For  the  present  enough. 

American  packet  ships.  The  packet  ship 
Roscius,  which  sailed  from  New  York  on  Monday, 
the  27th  ult.  on  her  first  voyage  to  Liverpool,  is 
from  all  accounts  the  most  elegant  vessel  which  has 
ever  left  the  port  of  New  York.  The  following 
short  description  of  her  is  given  in  the  Gazette: 

The  new  packet  ship  Roscius.  This  magnificent 
ship  which  sails  to-day  on  herfirsl  voyage  to  Liver- 
pool will,  we  venture  to  say,  carry  into  that  port 
the  noblest  specimen  of  marine  architecture  that 
ever  was  seen  floating  in  English  waters.  We  have 
said  this  before,  of  other  ships,  we  are  aware,  and 
said  it  with  truth  too.  We  said  it  of  the  Siddons, 
for  instance,  and  when  we  said  it,  it  was  quite  true, 
for  the  last  of  these  splendid  packets  is  the  finest 
ever  built  before;  and  the  Roscius  being  the  very 
last,  is  in  every  respect,  the  finest. 

She  is  upwards  of  eleven  hundred  tons,  and  for 
model,  strength,  beauty  and  completion  of  appoint- 
ment is  more  than  equal  to  any  former  effort  of 
Messis.  Brown  & Bell,  her  builders,  and  not  only 
reflects  the  highest  credit  upon  their  skill  and  at- 
tention, but  upon  that  of  the  joiners,  cabinet  ma- 
kers, painters,  carvers,  gilders  and  every  other  de- 
partment of  ingenuity  employed  upon  her;  as  well 
as  on  the  liberality  of  her  owners  who  have  furnish- 
ed the  means  of  displaying  so  much  taste  and  skill. 
She  has  cost  upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  and  was  built  to  run  in  line  with  the  Li- 
verpool packets  of  E.  K.  Collin3  & Co.  It  were 
impossible  in  any  reasonable  space  to  describe  the 
various  beauties  and  conveniences  of  her  cabins, 
state  rooms,  &c.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  every  thing 
that  money  could  procure  or  skill  and  ingenuity 
perform,  has  been  expended  in  providing  for  the 
comfort,  convenience  and  luxury  of  her  passengers. 

The  accommodations  are  all  above  deck,  and 
there  is  an  upper  deck  extending  the  whole  length 
of  the  ship  for  the  protection  of  those  on  board  in 
all  weathers.  The  ornamental  work  in  the  cabin 


is  of  the  richest  material  and  most  exquisite  work- 
manship. The  windows  are  of  stained  glass  of 
great  cost  and  great  beauty,  and  in  the  ladies  cabin 
is  a fine  representation  of  John  Kemble  in  the  cha- 
racter of  Cato.  The  sofas  are  of  the  richest  vel- 
vet; and  the  Wilton  carpets  of  the  costliest  quali- 
ty. She  is  commanded  by  captain  John  Collins — 
a piece  of  nautical  workmanship  of  quite  as  high 
a finish  and  quite  as  well  calculated  to  give  com- 
fort to  the  passenger  as  any  thing  about  his  gallant 
ship.  Pleasant  passages  and  full  success  to  all 
concerned. 

Latest  from  buenos  ayres  and  Montevi- 
deo. By  the  brig  Edwin,  capt.  Varney,  at  New 
York,  the  editors  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce  have 
received  Buenos  Ayres  papers  to  Sept.  29th,  and 
a Montevideo  letter  of  Oct.  5th. 

The  posture  of  affairs  in  that  quarter  had  not 
materially  changed  since  the  date  of  the  previous 
advices.  The  city  of  Montevideo  still  held  out 
against  the  outside  or  revolutionary  party.  The 
blockade  of  Buenos  Ayres  continued,  and  it  was 
supposed  would  result  in  war.  The  probability  is 
that  a French  expedition,  consisting  of  the  Diade- 
me  razee  74,  and  two  corvette  transports,  with  an 
aggregate  of  1600  men  on  board  besides  the  crews, 
is  now  on  its  way  to  Buenos  Ayres  from  France. 
The  Buenos  Ayreans  were  also  making  prepara- 
tions for  war. 

The  blockading  squadron  off  Buenos  Ayres  had 
sent  seven  prizes  into  Montevideo,  five  of  them 
Buenos  Ayrean,  and  the  other  two  bearing  the  flag 
of  the  Oriental  republic.  The  French  consul  at 
Monteyideo  having  made  arrangements  for  the  sale 
of  these  vessels  by  auction,  the  Oriental  govern- 
ment interposed  objections,  and  a sharp  correspon- 
dence ensued.  There  was  also  a sharp  correspon- 
dence between  the  French  and  British  consuls,  in 
consequence  of  the  latter  having  expressed  an  opi- 
nion (in  answer  to  inquiries  from  a person  who 
expressed  a disposition  to  bid  for  some  of  the  prizes) 
that  they  would  not  be  safe  from  subsequent  at- 
tachment by  the  original  owners. 

Correspondence  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Montevideo,  Oct.  5th,  1838. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  political  state  of  the 
Banda  Oriental.  This  city  is  effectually  besieged 
by  the  revolutionary  party,  and  provisions  have 
become  enormously  dear.  The  government  are 
determined  to  sustain  themselves  to  the  last  mo- 
ment. We  have  received  accounts  from  Buenos 
Ayres  announcing  the  intelligence  that  the  differ- 
ences between  that  government  and  France  will  in 
all  probability  result  in  a war,  (the  Buenos  Ayreans 
are  busy  in  building  fortifications,)  the  effect  of 
which  I am  of  opinion  will  be,  to  hasten  a settle- 
ment of  the  disturbances  and  troubles  which  agi- 
tate the  tranquillity  of  these  provinces. 

The  brig  Ames,  Nash,  master,  of  New  York, 
was  totally  lost  at  Bahia  Blanco,  coast  of  Patago- 
nia, in  July  last.  Crew  all  saved,  and  landed  here 
in  a destitute  condition  on  the  3d  instant,  19  in 
number.  The  American  consul  here  has  provided 
the  necessary  relief  for  these  unfortunates,  and  will 
send  them  to  the  United  States  as  opportunities  may 
offer.  This  vessel  was  a “whaler,”  belonging  to 
Silas  E.  Burrows,  esq.  of  New’ York. 

Buenos  Ayres,  Nov.  29th.  We  have  received  the 
Montevideo  Journal  Universal  to  25th  instant.  Af- 
fairs were  much  in  the  same  state  as  it  regards  the 
civil  war  in  the  Oriental  territory.  Those  in  arms 
against  the  government  were  still  in  considerable 
force  in  the  vicinity  of  Montevideo,  but  no  fresh 
encounters  had  taken  place.  Provisio«s,  (especially 
beef,)  were  scarce  and  dear  in  that  capital. 

We  give  the  following  reports  from  Montevideo 
without  vouching  for  their  authenticity.  That  ad- 
miral Brown,  having  by  permission  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Buenos  Ayres,  entered  into  the  service  of 
the  Oriental  republic,  was  employed  at  Montevideo 
in  fitting  out  three  vessels  to  act  against  those  of 
the  rebellious.  That  the  French  admiral  Leblanc, 
has  given  notice  to  the  government  at  Montevideo, 
that  he  shall  not  suffer  the  vessels  of  admiral  Brown 
to  sail  from  that  port,  inasmuch  as  they  could  not 
be  viewed  in  any  other  light  than  as  an  Argentine 
squadron.  We  have  heard  other  particulars  upon 
this  subject,  but  forbear  to  mention  them  until  we 
have  more  positive  information. 

Protesting  of  inland  bills.  The  New  Or- 
leans Bulletin  says  that  in  a suit  before  judge  Mor- 
gan, of  the  city  court,  a principle  of  mercantile  law 
has  recently  been  decided,  a knowledge  of  which 
may  prove  useful  to  merchants  and  men  of  business 
generally. 

Some  how  or  other  a notion  has  generally  pre- 
vailed, that  a demand  and  a protest  by  a notary  pub- 
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lie,  are  necessary  in  ail  cases  to  bind  the  endorser 
of ’a  note,  the  drawer,  or  acceptor  of  a draft.  The 
rule  is  true  as  regards  foreign  bills.  But  it  has  be- 
come the  settled  law,  as  respects  the  demand  upon 
the  acceptor  and  notice  to  the  drawer  of  an  inland 
bill,  that  they  may  be  made  without  the  intervention 
of  a"  notary  public — in  other  words,  without  a public 
protest,  in  case  of  non-acceptance  or  non-payment. 
Formerly,  in  England,  several  statutes  made  a pro- 
test of  inland  bills  necessary  in  special  cases.  Yet 
the  rule  as  now  settled  in  that  country  is  the  same 
as  the  one  above  described.  In  the  United  States, 
the  term  inland  bills,  has  become  confined  to  clerk’s 
drafts  or  bills  on  parties  w'ithin  a particular  state. 
When  drawn  by  a resident  of  one  state  upon  a resi- 
dent of  another  state,  they  are  viewed  as  foreign. 
Promissory  notes,  when  endorsed,  are  of  course  go- 
verned by  the  same  rule,  and  a note  which  never 
has  travelled  beyond  the  limits  of  a state,  needs  no 
protest — the  only  requisite  being  due  proof  of  a for- 
mal demand  and  prompt  notice  to  endorsers  and 
drawers  in  case  of  non-payment  or  non-acceptance. 
In  all  cases,  however,  where  large  sums  of  money- 
are  involved,  the  safest  course  is  to  resort  to  a regu 
lar  protest  by  reason  of  the  facility  and  certainty  of 
the  proof.  But  many  notes  and  drafts  are  drawn  for 
very  small  sums.  Frequently  the  cost  of  the  pro- 
test would  be  equal  to  one  year’s  interest  on  the  in- 


strument. To  tlie  holders  of  such  paper,  the  saving 
of  the  costs  of  protest  is  quite  a consideration,  and 


major  Belknap  made  another  exploration  of  the 
country;  and  has  selected  a route  for  the  road,  which 
he  will  report  to  the  secretary  of  war,  as  the  most 
practicable  one  within  the  Indian  country,  and  the 
nearest  to  our  western  boundary  that  can  be  found. 
It  leaves  the  Arkansas  at  Fort  Smith,  and  runs  west 
of,  and  parallel  with,  the  boundary  line,  about  40 
miles,  when  it  diverges  to  the  west,  and  southwest, 
to  avoid  the  Kiamichie  mountains,  and  runs  along 
and  near  their  base  a considerable  distance,  passes 
by  Fort  Towson,  and  finally  terminated  at  Red  river, 
near  that  post.  The  distance  across  is  estimated 
132  miles.  He  recommends  two  posts  on  the  road 

one  at  the  foot  of  the  Kiamichie  mountains,  and 

another  on  Clear  creek,  about  6 miles  from  Foit 
Towson.  The  expense  of  opening  the  road,  so  as 
to  make  it  passable  for  wagons,  he  thinks,  will  not 
exceed  #10,000,  if  done  by  the  military;  indeed,  a 
considerable  portion  of  it  is  already  passable  for  wa- 
gons. There  is  also  plenty-  of  water  along  the  route, 
and  good  range  for  foraging  teams. 

The  laws  making  an  appropriation  for  opening 
this  road,  requires  it  to  be  made  within  the  Indian 
country,  provided  the  assent  of  the  Indians  can  be 
obtained  lor  that  purpose.  That  assent  having  been 
obtained,  the  road  will  necessarily  have  to  be  made 
west  cHhe  boundary  line. 

[ Little  Rock  Gazette. 


buckle  was  induced  to  offer  himself  as  bail,  by  be- 
ing told  that  property  sufficient  to  cover  the 
amount  would  be  assigned  to  him;  and  that  this 
witness,  who  was  employed  by  Sullivan  to  procure 
bail,  was  to  be  paid  for  his  trouble  in  the  matter  of 
twenty  or  thirty  dollars.  Witnesses  were  produc- 
ed, who  swore  that  the  prisoner  never  was  worth 
the  amount  of  property  sworn  to  by  him. 

The  defence  was  that  the  prisoner  was  an  idiot, 
and  that  he  could  not  be  held  to  be  a free  agent; 
also,  that  the  witness  Furman  ought  not  to  be  be- 
lieved under  oath. 

The  defence  was  in  a manner  substantiated  by 
the  testimony  of  several  witnesses  called  by  the 
prisoner.  One  of  the  witnesses  testified  that  the 
prisoner  could  do  no  business  without  his  wiie 
she  did  it  all. 


it  is  for  their  benefit  that  publicity  is  given  to  the 
principles  laid  down  in  judge  Morgan’s  decision. 


Effects  of  various  railways  on  the  amount 
of  intercourse.  By  referring  to  our  notes  A. 
and  B.  it  will  be  seen  that  on  the  Stockton  and 
Darlington  line,  the  passenger  traffic,  prior  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  railway,  amounted  to  only  4,000 
persons  in  the  year;  it  now  exceeds  16,000.  On 
the  Bolton  line,  the  average  weekly  number  of  pas- 
sengers is  2,500,  whereas  the  number  of  coach  jour- 
neys, out  and  in  per  week,  which  the  railway  has 
superseded,  amounted  only  to  28,  carrying  perhaps 
on  a weekly  average  about- 280  or  300  persons.  On 
the  Newcastle  and  Carlisle  road,-  prior  to  the  rail- 
way, the  number  of  persons  the  public  coaches  were 
licensed  to  carry  in  a week  was  348,  or  both  ways, 
698;  now  the  average  daily  numbers  of  passengers 
by  the  railway  for  the  whole  length  (56A  miles)  is 
288,  or  1,596  ’in  the  week.  The  numbers  of  passen- 
gers ou  the  Dundee  and  Newlyle  line  exceeds,  at 
this  time  50,000  annually;  the  estimated  number  of 
persons  who  performed  the  same  journey,  previous 
to  the  opening  of  the  railway,  having  been  4,000. 
Previous  to  the  opening  of  the  railway  between 
Liverpool  and  Manchester,  there  were  about  400 
passengers  per  day,  or  146,000  a year,  travelling  be- 
tween those  places  by  coaches;  whereas  the  present 
number,  by  railway  alone,  exceeds  500,000.  In  fo- 
reign countries*  the  results  arising  from  the  same 
causes  are  equally  striking.  The  number  of  persons 
who  usually  passed  by  the  road  between  Brussels 
and  Antwerp  was  75,000  in  the  year;  but  since  the 
rail- road  has  been  opened  from  the  former  place  to 
Malilies,  it  has  increased  to  500,000;  and  since  it 
was  carried  all  through  to  Antwerp,  the  number 
has  exceeded  a million.  The  opening  branch  from 
Malines  lo  Termonde  appears  to  have  added  200,000 
to  the  latter  number;  so  that  the  passenger  traffic  of 
that  rail-road  superseding  a road  traffic  of  only 
75,000  persons,  now  amounts  to  1,200,000.  It  is 
remarkable  that  on  this,  as  on  most  other  rail-roads, 
the  greater  number  of  passengers  are  those  who  tra- 
vel short  distances,  being  as  two  to  one  compared 
with  those  who  go  the  whole  distance.  This  appears 
from  a statement  read  by  Mr.  Loch  before  the  sta- 
tistical society  of  Manchester,  showing  that  between 
April  30th  and  August  15th,  1836,  122,417  persons 
travelled  the  whole  distance,  and  244,S34  short  dis- 
tances, chiefly  to  and  from  Malines.  He  further 
states  that  “nearly  one-third  of  the  whole  revenue 
is  derived  from  travelling  to  and  from  Malines,  and 
paying  a fare  of  about  54  centimes,  or  nearly  6d. 
sterling.”  On  the  same  authority  we  learn  another 
fact,  most  deserving  of  attention  in  calculating  the 
probable  success  of  a rail-road  in  such  a country  a 
Ireland,  viz.  that  nearly  three-fifths  of  the  whole  re 
venue  of  the  company  are  derived  from  passengers 
pf  the  lower  class,  paying  a very  low  fare. 

[Irish  Railway  Report. 


Fire  at  mobile.  A slip  from  the  Mobile  Ex 
aminer  states  that  early  on  the  morning  of  the  21st 
instant  the  theatre  on  St.  Emanuel  street  was  dis- 
covered to  be  on  fire,  and  so  rapidly  did  the  flames 
extend,  that  nothing  could  be  saved  of  the  exten- 
sive wardrobe,  scenery  or  furniture.  It  continued 
to  rage  until  nearly  six  o’clock,  notwithstanding 
the  efforts  of  the  fire  companies,  who  were  speedily 
on  the  spot.  The  houses  from  Ihe  theatre  to  the 
corner  of  Conti  street,  and  thence  west  along  Conti 
to  the  large  brick  dwelling  ot  col.  Baptiste,  were 
destroyed  totally.  The  small  Spanish  frame-house 
beyond  col.  Baptiste’s  was  paitlytorn  down,  and 
the  progress  of  the  fire  was  arrested  in  that  direc- 
tion. The  wind  being  from  the  north,  the  flames 
did  not  extend  along  Emanuel  street  in  that  direc- 
tion, although  some  injury  was  done  to  the  brick 
house  adjoining.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  nearly 
a hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  insurance  less 
than  a hundred  thousand.  The  principal  sufferers 
are  Ludlow  and  Smith,  managers  of  the  theatre, 
who  lost  the  whole  of  their  theatrical  wardrobe, 
scenery  and  properties.  The  iron  chest,  account 
books,  8tc.,  which  were  in  the  front  office,  were 
alone  saved.  The  building  was  owned  by  Messrs. 
Henry  Center  and  Jonathan  Emanuel,  and  the  ad- 
joining, which  was  also  burned,  by  Mr.  Emanuel. 
These  had  an  insurance  of  about  #20,000.  The 
other  property,  including  that  of  Mr.  R.  Chapman 
and  col.  Baptiste,  was  altogether  uninsured.  The 
house  of  col.  B.  was  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
built  in  the  city.  The  weather  was  severely  cold, 
and  the  fire  raged  so  fiercely  among  the  wooden 
buildings  at  the  corner  of  Conti  and  St.  Emanuel 
streets,”  that  it  was  not  till  daylight  that  it  was 
finally  subdued. 


Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  rail  road. 
Statement  showing  the  amount  ot  income  of  the 
Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  Rail  Road 
Company,  from  transportation  for  the  year  ending 
1st  November,  183S,  compared  with  the  year  ending 
1st  November,  1837.  „ 

1st  Nov.  1836,  1st  Nov.  1837, 
to  to 

1st  Nov.  1837.  1st  Nov.  1838. 
November,  5,134  59  8,119  51 

December,  6,041  04  8,137  51 

January,  5.016  96  9,218  ^ 

February,  6,756  50  i,53S  11 

March  10.131  70  10,297  24 

April,  ’ 8,608  75  10,089  44 


6th  month  ending  1st 

May,  1837,  #41,690  64 


6th  month  ending  1st 
May  1S3S, 


$53,400  69 


May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 


7.903  72 
6,575  78 
7,622  64 
9,526  22 
11,791  51 
11,057  22 


10,444  01 
10,737  70 
11.941  98 
14.801  95 
16,322  92 
15,871  38 


9 months  ending  1st 

November,  1837,  $54,477  09 


The  frontier  road.  In  the  Gazette  of  19th 
ult.  we  mentioned  that  major  Belknap  and  captain 
Bonneville,  U.  S.  A.,  had  made.a  reconnoisance  of 
the  country  from  Fort  Smith  to  Red  river,  with  (he 
view  of  locating  the  route  for  the  road  authorized  by 
congress  to  be  opened  along  the  western  frontier  to 
Red’’  river,  and  had  returned  to  the  former  place 
without  agreeing  on  either  of  the  routes  viewed  by 
them.  We  now  learn,  that,  after  they  separated, 


6 months  ending  1st 
November,  1838, 


$80,109  94 


96,167  73 


For  the  year  ending 
1st  November 

1837, 

For  the  year  ending 
1st  November, 

1838,  $133,510  63 
Hilary  Baker,  treasurer. 

Richmond,  November  15,  1838. 


Trial  for  perjury.  United  Slates  district 
court,  New  York,  Nov.  17.  A man  named  John 
Hornbuckle  was  put  upon  his  trial  for  perjury. 
From  the  testimony  produced  on  the  trial,  it  ap- 
peared that  in  the  month  of  July  last,  the  accused 
offered  himself  as  bail  for  one  Eugene  Sullivan, 
who  had  been  arrested  for  counterfeiting,  and  that 
he  then  swore  he  lived  in  the  Third  Avenue  ami 
owned  a farm  worth  $2,500,  for  which  he  had  paid 
cash,  and  that  he  owned  other  property  to  a large 
amount.  At  the  time  of-takingthe  oath  he  appear- 
ed to  be  conscious  of  what  he  was  about,  and  per- 
fectly sober.  To  this  affidavit  he  affixed  his  mark, 
but  the  commisioner,  before  whom  it  was  taken, 
could  not  sweartliat  lie  asked  him  at  the  time  whe- 
ther he  could  write  or  not.  James  Wilson,  the  other 
bail,  was  standing  by  at  the  time  and  appeared  to 
be  prompting  the  prisoner.  From  his  appearance, 
and  the  manner  of  his  answering  the  questions  put 
to  him  by  the  district  attorney,  the  commisioner 
suspected  he  was  not  swearing  to  the  truth.  A 
man  named  F urrnan  testified,  that  previous  to  offer- 
ing himself  as  bail,  She  prisoner  told  him  that  Sulli- 
van had  been  arrested  for  counterfeiting,  and  that 
$100  would  be  given  to  any  one  who  would  become 
his  bail.  Witness  refused  to  have  any  thing  to  do 
with  the  matter,  and  advised  the  prisoner  to  pursue 
the  same  course.  Hornbuckle  said  he  would  bail 
him,  and  asked  witness  to  go  with  him  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  court  and  say  he  owned  a farm  at  Cats- 
kill.  This  witness  refused  to  do.  Furman  said  he 
looked  upon  the  prisoner  to  be  asimple  man,  easily 
swayed  and  coerced;  if  his  wife  told  him  to  stand 
back  he  would  do  so,  without  asking  why  or 
wherefore.  On  examination  it  appeared  that  Horn 


Foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States. 
We  learn  from  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  that  the  aggregate  of  arrivals  ot  American 
and  foreign  vessels,  wilh  their  tonnage,  vvhich  en- 
tered in  each  of  the  districts  ot  the  United  States, 
for  the  year  ending  201h  September,  1837,  was  as 

follows:  „ 

Vessels.  Tonnage. 

New  York,  4,123  l,00o,220 

Massachusetts,  1,908  320,544 

Maine,  1,379  119,687 

Louisiana,  634  'Ir’tll 

Maryland,  441  ^6,892 

Pennsylvania,  441  91,830 

South  Carolina,  253  5S,6S8 

North  Carolina,  204  25,027 

Vermont,  193  27,011 

Ohio,  169  7,165 

Florida,  163  1<»,805 

Rhode  Island,  141  26,27S 

Virginia,  122  22,971 

Georgia,  119  34’246 

Connecticut,  HO  2 1’44  4 

Alabama,  92  27,5;>4 

Michigan,  72  5,035 

New  Hampshire,  36  10,742 

District  of  Columbia,  29  6,844 

New  Jersey,  27  ]2,S63 


Total, 


10,659 


3,065,423 


Antiquities  of  Martha’s  V ineyard.  Eai  l 
history  of  whaling.  It  is  well  known  to  every  on 
conversant  at  all  with  American  history,  that  tin 
sister  island  to  Nantucket,  was  one  of  the  earlies 
places  settled  in  that  interesting  region,  comprise! 
within  the  limits  of  Narragansett  bay,  the  east  err 
of  Long  Island  and  Nantucket,  &c.,  which  may  b 
deemed  the  very  heart  and  nursery,  where  the  firs 
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Brigadier  general  Fenwiek  relieved  from  duty  on 
the  Baltimore  station,  and  ordered  to  report  to  the 
secretary  of  war. 

No.  SO.  Nov.  16.  Assist,  surg.  Suter  to  accom- 
pany the  7tli  infantry. from  Fort  Gibson  on  its  route 
to  Florida,  as  far  as  New  Orleans,  where  he  can 
avail  himself  of  leave  of  absence  for  three  months. 

Leave  for  three  months  to  It.  C.  J.  Hughes,  6(h 
infantry. 

No.  81.  Nov.  21  Assist,  surg.  Henderson,  from 
Rochester  to  Saekett’s  Harbor,  for  duty. 

One  company  of  t he  2d  artillery  to  take  post  at 
Rochester;  one  company  of  (he  8th  infantry,  at  Big 
Sodus  Bay;  and  another  at  Oswego. 

Movement  of  troops.  Two  companies  (C.  and 
D)  of  the  2d  regiment  United  States  infantry,  on 
route  from  Hancock  barracks,  Maine,  to  Florida, 
sailed  from  New  York  on  Friday  last  in  the  stiip 
Henry  Leeds  for  Garey’s  Ferry,  via  Savannah. 
Officers: 

Captain  J.  J.  B.  Kingsbury,  commanding. 

Lieuts.  J.  W.  Penrose,  G.  C.  Westcott,  E.  W. 
Hardenberg,  2d  infantry,  and  J.  Belger,  6th  infan- 
try. 

Surgeon  C.  McDougall,  assistant  surgeon  J.  R. 
Conrad. 

A slip  from  the  Norfolk  Beacon  mentions  that  the 
following  officers,  now  on  temporary  duty  at  Old 
Point,  will  sail  on  Saturday  next,  in  the  steam 
packet  Neptune,  to  join  their  several  regiments  in 
Florida: 

Captain  Davidson.,  ^ 

Lieutenant  Tompkins,  > 3d  artillery. 

Lieutenant  Frazier,  ) 

Lieutenant  Newton, 

Lieutenant  Saunders, 

Lieutenant  Edes,  Sth  infantry. 

Lieutenant  Pew,  1st  infantry. 

Lieutenant  Craig,  of  the  Sth  infantry,  is  ordered 
to  Sackett’s  Harbor,  and  lieutenants  Chandler  and 
Glenn  to  Fort  Jesup;  lieutenants  Hanson  and  Lee 
to  Fort  Towson;  and  lieutenant  Cochrane  will 
join  his  regiment,  now  in  the  Cherokee  country. 
Captain  Davidson  carries  with  him  150  recruits. 
Dr.  Hughes,  assistant  surgeon,  will  accompany  the 
detachment  to  Florida. 

Correction.  In  the  Chronicle  of  last  week,  under 
th  ; head  of  movements  of  troops,  on  the  authority 
of  a slip  from  the  Norfolk  Beacon , erroneous  in- 
formation was  given  in  regard  to  some  of  the  offi- 
cers. We  might  have  ascertained  the  correct  state 
of  the  case,  by  making  inquiry,  but  we  presumed 
that  the  information  was  derived  from  an  officer  of 
the  army  on  the  spot,  and  therefore  correct.  The 
foliowing  are  the  errors: 

Lieut,  Edes  belongs  to  the  6th  infantry,  and  not 
the  Sth. 

Lieut.  Craig  belongs  ta  the  3d  infantry,  and  is 
ordered  to  the  head  quarters  of  his  regiment,  Fort 
Jesup , instead  of  Sackett’s  harbor,  as  mentioned. 

Lieut.  Lee  belongs  to  the  Sth  infantry,  and  his 
destination  is  Sackett's  Harbor,  not  Fort  Towson. 


2d  regiment  dragoons. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

NATIONAL  ANTI -MASONIC  CONVENTION. 

In  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  Tuesday,  the 
13th  ultimo,  the  National  Anti- Masonic  Convention 
re-assembled  on  the  following  day  in  the  Tempe- 
rance Hall,  N.  L. 

A luge  number  of  members  were  present,  and 
the  room  was  otherwise  thronged  with  citizens,  who 
seemed  to  take  a great  interest  in  the  proceedings. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  officers  of  the 
convention: 

President — Harmar  Denny,  of  Pa. 

Vice  presidents — Henry  Cotheal,  of  New  York; 
Eleazer  Clough , of  Mass.;  Edward  S.  Williams,  of 
R.  [.;  and  Rufus  Beach,  of  Ohio. 

Secretaries — John  Williamson,  of  Pa.,  and  J.  J1 
Slevens,  of  New  Jersey. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  business  for 
the  convention,  presented  the  following  report: 

“That  they  recommend  to  the  convention  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  nomination  of  candidates  for  the  offices 
of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States, 
at  half  past  ten  this  day,  (Wednesday.) 

“That  the  votes  be  taken  viva  voce  by  states. 

“That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  draught 
resolutions. 

[The  following  committee  was  subsequently  ap- 
pointed: 

Messrs.  Cooper,  Pa.;  Purdy,  Ohio;  Williams, 
Rhode  I sland;  Watts,  Pa.;  and  Clough,  Mass.] 

“That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  draught 
an  address  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

[The  following  committee  was  subsequently  ap- 
pointed: 

Messrs.  Stevens,  Pa.;  Beach,  Ohio;  Cotheal,  New 
York;  Ross,  Pa.;  and  Simpson,  New  Jersey.] 


“That  a committee  of  one  member  from  each 
state  be  appointed  to  select  and  nominate  a national 
committee  of  correspondence. 

“That  a committee  on  finance  be  appointed.” 

The  above  resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  chairman  having  announced  that  the  next 
business  before  the  convention  was  the  nomination 
of  a president  and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States, 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thaddeus  Slevens,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, general  William  Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio, 
was  put  in  nomination  as  the  candidate  for  the  next 
vacancy  of  that  important  office.  This  announce- 
ment was  received  with  great  applause. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  votes  upon  the  above  proposition 
should  be  fallen  viva  voce  by  states,  when  the  fob 


lowing  result  was  announced: 

For  Harrison. 

Pennsylvania, 

30 

Ohio, 

21 

New  York, 

42 

Rhode  Island, 

4 

Massachusetts,  . 

14 

Total,  . 

119 

The  honorable  Daniel  IVebsler,  of  Massachusetts, 

was  then  put  in  nomination  lor 

vice  president,  and 

received  the  same  unanimous  v 

ote  of  119. 

The  Convention  was  addressed  with  great  ability 
by  Messrs.  Beach,  of  Ohio,  T.  Stevens,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Clough,  of  Massachusetts.  The  latter 
gentleman  pithily  remarked  that  wdiig  principles 
were" identical  with  those  which  had  achieved  our 
glorious  revolution;  they  had  ever  been  the  favorite 
creed  of  Massachusetts;  and  he  hoped  the  two  dis- 
tinguished gentlemen  who  had  been  placed  in  nomi- 
nation would  go  through  the  ordeal  victorious,  heart 
and  hand  together,  in-order  that  the  country  might 
et  into  the  good  old  whig  times  again. 

Adjourned  to  a quarter  past  3,  P.  M. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Shortly  after  ttiree  P.  M.  the  convention  again  as- 
sembled, and,  the  minutes  of  the  morning  having 
been  read,  Mr.  Stevens,  as  one  of  the  committee  to 
prepare  an  address,  requested,  on  their  behalf,  fur- 
ther time  to  carry  the  duty  which  had  been  assign- 
ed to  them  into  effect.  A motion  having  been  made 
to  that  effect,  more  time  was  granted;  and,  as  we 
understood,  the  committee  were  to  prepare  the  do- 
cument and  publish  it  at  their  leisure. 

The  committee  on  resolutions  then  presented  a 
preamble  and  resolutions,  both  of  which  were  drawn 
up  with  spirit,  eloquence,  and  patriotism;  advocat- 
ing an  equality  of  rights,  supporting  the  supremacy 
of  the  laws,  and  denouncing  all  secret  and  oath- 
bound  associations  as  pregnant  with  danger  to  lib- 
erty. The  sub-treasury  scheme  is  also  condemned, 
in  these  resolutions  as  anti-democratic,  and  contrary 
to  the  spirit  of  republicanism,  which  can  never  tol- 
erate the  placing  of  the  purse  and  sword  in  the  same 
hands. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted. 

It  was  then  resolved  that  an  official  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  convention  be  published  in  all 
the  democratic  papers  of  the  union,  and  copies  sent 
to  general  Harrison  and  the  honorable  Daniel  Web- 
ster. 

A report  from  the  committee  of  finance  and  lists 
of  the  committees  of  national  correspondence  having 
been  read,  the  convention,  after  having  recorded 
votes  of  thanks  to  their  president  and  officers,  and 
to  the  proprietors  of  the  Temperance  Hall  for  its 
use,  adjourned  sine  die. 

PROTEST  OF  THE  MINORITY  OF  THE  PRIVY 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  STATE’  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  privy  council 
of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  do  hereby  protest 
against  the  act  and  determination  of  the  governor 
and  privy  council,  summoned  for  the  purpose  of 
casting  up  the  whole  number  of  votes  from  the 
several  counties  for  each  candidate  as  representa- 
tive of  this  state  in  the  twenty-sixth  congress  of 
the  United  States,  and  determining  that  John  B. 
Aycrigg,  William  Halsted,  John  P.  B.  Maxwell. 
Charles  C.  Stratton,  Joseph  F.  Randolph,  and 
Thomas  Jones  Yorke,  were  of  the  six  persons  who 
had  the  gieatest  number  of  votes  from  the  whole 
state  for  representatives  of  the  twenty-six  congress 
of  the  United  States  from  this  state,  this  day  made, 
for  the  following  reason: 

1.  Because  it  is  apparent,  upon  the  face  of  the 
certified  lists  of  the  voles  given  for  the  said  repre- 
sentatives in  the  several  counties  of  Middlesex  and 
Cumberland,  that  the  said  lists  are  not  general  lists 
of  the  whole  votes  erf  the  said  counties  respectively, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  clerk  of  Middlesex 
hath  altogether  omitted  the  votes  of  the  township 
of  South  Amboy,  in  the  said  county;  and  the  clerk 


of  Cumberland  hath  altogether  omitted  the  votes 
of  the  township  of  Millville,  in  the  said  county, 
without  either  of  them  assigning  the  reasons  there- 
for; and’ by  the  plain  provisions  of  the  laws  in  such 
case  made  and  provided,  it  is  the  duty  ol  the  govern- 
or to  procure  lull  and  perfect  returns  on  the  said 
votes  from  the  said  clerks,  before  proceeding  to  lay 
the  same  before  the  privy  council;  and  until  such 
duty  is  performed  b\  the  governor  and  complete 
returns  of  the  whole  votes  from  the  several  coun- 
ties in  the  w hole  state  are  procured,  the  governor 
and  council  have  no  lawful  right  to  act. 

2.  Because  it  is  manifest,  upon  the  face  of  the 
said  lists  returned  by  tile  cleiks  of  the  counties  of 
Middlesex  and  Cumberland,  and  upon  the  casting 
up  and  determination  of  the  governor  and  privy 
council  aforesaid1,  that  the  votes  of  the- voters  of  the 
township  of  South  Amboy,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, and  the  voters  of  the  township  ol  Millville, 
in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  are  omitted,  sup- 
pressed or  excluded,  without  any  reason  or  cause 
being  given  therefor,  and  thus  a part  of  the  lawful 
voters  of  the  wdiole  state  have  been  disfranchised 
by  the  acts  of  commission  of  the  clerks  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Middlesex  and  Cumberland,  and  the  acts  of 
omission  of  the  governor  of  the  state. 

3.  Because  the  said  acts  of  the  clerks  of  the 
counties  of  Middlesex  and  Cumberland  are  gross 
usurpations  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  of  most  alarm- 
ing and  dangerous  tendency,  and  destructive  of  the 
most  inestimable  rights  of  the  people;  and  inasmuch 
as  the  governor  anil  privy  council  are  vested  by  law 
with  the  power  only  to  cast  up  the  whole  number 
of  votes  (not  a part)  from  the  several  counties,  and 
thereupon  to  determine  the  candidates  who  have 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  from  (tie  whole  state, 
(not  a part  of  the  Mate,)  they  necessarily  have  the 
power  to  hear,  try,  and  determine  whether  the  re- 
turns before  them  do  contain  the  wdiole  number  of 
such  votes,  and  procure  them  to  be  perfected;  such 
has  the  uniform  construction  and  rule  of  ac- 
tion of  this  body;  and  now  when  the  acts  of  those 
clerks  stand  without  any  excuse,  palliation,  or  jus- 
tification, it  would  involve  this  body  in  their  crime 
to  withhold  the  lawful  exercise  of  a power  com- 
mitted to  them  to  prevent  such  outrages  upon  the 
rights  of  the  free  people  of  New  Jersey. 

4.  Because  if  the  said  county  clerks  have  any 
authority  to  judge  of  the  legality  of  the  acts  of  the 
officer’s  of  township  elections,  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting tlie  same,  or  the  regularity  of  the  returns 
made  by  returning  officers,  a fortiori  this  body  pos- 
sesses the  power  to  review  the  acts  of  such  clerks, 
and  are  bound  to  correct  their  errors,  mistakes  or 
frauds,  in  their  lists  returned,  and  to  procuie  the 
same  to  be  perfected. 

5.  Because  it  is  charged  before  us  bv  the  peti- 
tion of  one  of  the  citizens  and  lawful  voters  of  the 
state  that  the  said  clerks  of  the  counties  of  Cum- 
berland and  Middlesex  have,  by  mistake,  ignorance, 
or  fraud,  suppressed  the  lawful  certificates  of  elec- 
tion made  by  the  township  election  officers  of  the 
said  townships  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy;  and 
that  this  body  ought  to  hear  the  same,  and,  if  the 
facts  are  proved,  ought  to  determine  that  such  re- 
turns of  lists  are  not  such  returns  as  required  by 
law,  and  thereupon  it  will  become  the  duty  of  the 
governor  to  procure  true  lists  of  the  whole  votes 
Irom  the  said  counties  respectively, 

6.  Because,  it  appears  before  us  (hat  the  lists  of 
the  votes  of  the  voters  of  the  townships  of  Mill- 
ville arid  South  Amboy  as  aforesaid,  were  signed, 
certified,  sealed  up  and  delivered  or  transmitted  by 
the  judge,  inspectors,  and  clerks  of  election  in  said 
townships  respectively,  to  the  clerks  severally  of 
the  counties  in  which  they  are  situate,  and  that  the 
same  were  received  by  the  said  clerks  respectively, 
before  five  o’clock  of  the  afternoon  of  Saturday, 
the  thirteenth  instant — and  filed  by  them — and  that 
the  said  clerks  were  bound  by  law  to  include  them 
in  the  general  list  which  is  now  before  us,  and  that 

we  have  no  authority  to  east  up  a part  of  the  votes 

but  we  ought  to  require  the  whole  to  be  returned 
to  us,  inasmuch  as  the  said  clerks  have  no  authori- 
ty by  law,  to  reject  such  votes  returned  to  them. 

7.  Because,  although  the  said  clerks  of  counties 
are  ministerial  officers,  and  have  no  authority  to 
reject,  set  aside,  or  suppress  returns — yet,  'that 
when  it  manifestly  appears  to  the  governor  and 
council,  that  the  returns  made  by  the  county  clerks 
do  not  contain  the  votes  of  tiie  wdiole  county 
without  assigning  any  reason  for  suppressing  a 
part,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  governor  and  council  to 
consider  such  returns  as  nullities,  and  to  procure 
correct  lists  of  the  whole  votes,  and  that  the  power 
to  determine  what  candidates  have  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  in  the  whole  state,  and  (o'cast  up 
the  whole  number  of  votes  from  each  county,  and 
to  procure  returns  wdiere  the  clerks  have  been  guilty 
of  neglect,  necessarily  involves  a quasi  judicial 
power  so  as  to  enable  the  person  on  whom  it  is  con- 
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(erred  to  prevent  fraud  and  correct  mistakes  in  the 
returning  officers,  who  are  required  bylaw  to  make 
returns  to  them. 

3.  Because,  in  the  present  case  to  determine, 
that  the  governor  and  council  are  to  be  the  blind 
instruments,  to  carry  into  etfect  the  illegal  or  fraud- 
ulent acts  of  county  clerks,  makes  the  governor 
and  council  participes  criminis  in  what  vve  solemnly 
consider  o.ue  of  the  most  alarming  usurpations  upon 
the  rights  of  a free  people,  that  has  ever  been  at- 
tempted. That  no  clerk  of  a county  has  hereto- 
fore suppressed  the  votes  of  a town  for  any  other 
cause,  than  that  the  returns  were  not  made  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  law — and  to  sanction  such 
an  attempt  would  transfer  the  rights  of  the  people 
to  usurping  clerks  and  render  the  voice  of  the  bal- 
lot-box powerless.  For  all  these  reasons  we  do 
solemnly  protest  against  the  above-mentioned  de- 
termination— and  pray  that  this  protest  may  be  en- 
tered on  record. 

Benj.  Oliphant,  John  H.  Lameert, 

Japhet  Ireland,  Francis  Prince, 

R.  R.  Morris,  Jos.  Moore. 

R.  H.  Kennedy, 

Council  chamber,  Oct.  31,  1S3S. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  HON.  MARCUS  MORTON. 

Deas  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  ISth  instant  ad- 
dressed to  me  at  Taunton,  having  been  to  Berk- 
shire, has  just  overtaken  me  in  this  place. 

It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  make  a direct  and 
explicit  answer  to  your  questions.  Although  I feel 
a reluctance  to  intrude  my  opinions  upon  the  pub- 
lic, and  consider  myself  restrained  by  my  official 
situation  from  entering  into  a public  discussion  of 
the  exciting  topics  of  the  day,  yet  I have  no  desire 
to  conceal  my  sentiments  on  any  subject. 

To  say  that  I am  utterly  opposed  to  slavery  in 
every  form,  civil,  polilical,  or  domestic,  is  saying 
very  little;  for  how  can  any  man  under  the  influ- 
ence of  any  moral  or  religious  principle,  or  of  any 
correct  political  notions,  justify  or  excuse  it?  For 
one  hum. in  being  to  hold  others,  whom  the  Almighty 
has  created  his  fellows,  in  bondage,  is  entirely  re- 
pugnant to  that  principle  of  equality  which  is 
founded  in  religion  as  well  as  in  natural  right,  and 
has  the  sanction  of  the  gospel  as  well  as  the  au- 
thority of  the  constitutions  of  our  country;  and  ' 
which  knows  no  distinction  of  race  or  conditon,or 
other  relation  of  life,  but  includes  in  its  benevolent 
embrace  the  whole  human  family. 

I deem  slavery  to  be  the  greatest  curse  and  the 
most  portentous  evil  which  a righteous  God  ever 
inflicted  upon  a nation;  and  that  every  effort  con- 
sistent with  a moral  duty  and  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  union,  ought  to  be  made  to  mitigate, 
and,  if  possible,  to  extirpate  it  from  the  land. 

That  congress  has  the  control  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject within  the  District  of  Columbia,  I can  enter- 
tain no  doubt  I have  seen  two  droves  of  human 
beings  manacled  and  chained  together,  driven  like 
cattle  by  a drover,  under  the  walls  of  the  Capitol, 
in  which  were  assembled  the  representatives  of  the 
people  proud  and  boastful  of  their  liberty.  Can 
such  filings  bi  allowed  to  continue  without  bring- 
ing down  upon  our  nation  the  vengeance  of  an  of- 
fended Deity?  Whatever  wisdom  and  justice  may 
do  to  remove  such  a reproach  should  be  done. 

The  right  of  petition  and  the  freedom  of  discus- 
sion, by  speech  or  the  press,  are  among  our  most 
sacred  and  valuable  polif.ical  rights.  Petition  is  the 
humblest  form  in  which  a rational  being  may  assert 
or  maintain  his  rights.  And  there  can  be  no  hu- 
min  creature  so  lo  .v  or  degraded  that  he  may  not 
approach  the  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  much  more 
the  selected  rulers  of  a free  people,  by  prayer  or 
petition. 

There  can  be  no  subject,  sacred  or  profane,  which 
an  American  citizen  has  not  a perfect  right  to  dis- 
cuss, onenly  and  fearlessly,  though  decorously.  It 
is  a natural  right,  confirmed  and  guaranteed  by  our 
constitution.  And  without  an  infringement  of  that 
instrument,  no  man  can  intercept  or  restrain  its 
free  exercise,  either  by  legislative  enactments  or 
physical  force. 

The  territory  of  the  United  States  is  already  so 
extensive  as  to  make  many  fear  for  the  stability  of 
our  government  and  our  union.  I cannot  think  it 
wise  or  safe  further  to  enlarge  it. 

In  relation  to  the  admission  of  new  states  with 
the  power  to  hold  slaves,  I need  do  no  more  than  to 
refer  you  to  my  recorded  votes  against  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  with  this  power.  That  opposi- 
tion, which  required  some  firmness  to  persevere 
in,  would  doubtless  have  proved  successful  but  for 
the  extraordinary  influence  and  extraordinary  efforts 
of  one  man  (Henry  Clay,)  wtio  was  supposed  by 
some  to  have  resorted  to  extraordinary  means  to 
accomplish  his  purpose. 

In  the  midst  of  constantly  pressing  official  duty, 

I have  been  able  to  snatch  a few  moments  to  give 


you  a sketch  (I  fear  it  is  ail  imperfect  as  well  as  a 
hasty  one)  of  my  opinions  on  the  interesting  and 
important  subjects  mentioned  by  you.  I care  not 
by  whom,  or  how  far  they  are  known.  I remain 
your  faithful  friend,  &c. 

Northampton,  Sept.  28,  1837. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  HON.  W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Richmond  Inquirer: 

A communication  addressed  to  me  in  your  paper 
of  the  20th  instant  by  a writer  who  signs  himself 
“A  Republican  of  the  Old  School,”  has  just  fallen 
under  my  eye.  It  has  been  my  misfortune,  as  you 
are  aware,  Mr.  Editor,  for  the  last  eighteen  months 
especially,  (arising  from  no  other  cause  of  which  I 
am  sensible,  than  an  independent  and  conscientious 
discharge  of  my  duty  to  the  country,  according  to 
the  best  dictate?  of  my  understanding,)  to  be  the 
object  of  much  denunciation  and  misnepresentation, 
through  the  medium  of  the  political  press.  Under 
all  this  injustice  I have  remained  silent,  well  know- 
ing that  honest  intentions  and  integrity  of  purpose 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  calm  and  unbiassed 
decision  of  the  people,  who  judge  public  men  by 
the  evidence  of  their  acts,  and  not  by  the  gratuitous 
assertions  or  discoloured  representations  of  personal 
or  party  prejudice. 

From  this  course  I should  not  now  depart,  but 
for  tlie  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case.  The 
accusatory  queries  of  your  correspondent  refer  to  a 
matter  resting  in  the  privacy  of  friendly  epistolary 
intercourse.  The  public,  therefore,  is  possessed  of 
no  materials  on  which  to  found  its  judgment.  I 
might  well  except,  indeed,  to  this  attempt,  engen- 
dered in  the  reckless  party  intolerance  of  the  times, 
to  invade  the  sanctity  of  private  correspondence. 
But  I ask  no  protection  of  that  sort.  I have  never 
expressed  a sentiment,  under  the  hitherto  respected 
sanctions  of  private  correspondence,  which  I am 
not  willing  to  avow  in  the  lace  of  the  world. 

Wiiat,  then,  is  the  burthen  of  your  correspondent’s 
complaint?  He  cites  from  a Baltimore  paper  a re- 
port, “that  senator  Rives  had  written  a letter  to  a 
friend  in  Philadelphia,  in  which  he  remonstrates  earn- 
estly against  any  conservative  voting  for  Porter;®’ 
and  therefore  he  fulminates  against  me  the  charge  of 
“an  impioper  interference  with  the  Pennsylvania 
'election,”  and  of  “throwing  my  influence  into  the 
scale  of  an  abolitionist!” 

The  facts,  which  I suppose  to  have  given  rise  to 
this  report,  are  briefly  these:  A worthy  and  intelli- 
gent friend  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  agreeing  with 
me  in  political  sentiment,  had  written  me  a letter, 
referring  to  the  interesting  political  contest  then 
pending  in  Pennsylvania,  and  to  the  position,  in  re- 
gard to  it,  of  that  poition  of  the  republican  party  to 
which  we  both  belonged.  In  replying  to  this  letter, 

I responded,  without  reserve,  to  his  own  feelings  of 
patriotic  solicitude  on  the  subject.  I participated 
in  the  apprehension,  that  the  ejection  of  the  admin- 
istration candidate  for  the  office  of  governor,  unless 
something  could  be  done  to  exclude  that  inference, 
would  be  claimed  by  the  victorious  party,  and  be 
considered  every  where  out  of  Pennsylvania,  as  the 
triumph  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme — a scheme 
which  we  both  believed  to  be  fraught  with  fatal  con- 
sequences to  the  country — and  that  the  moral  in- 
fluence of  a supposed  decision  in  its  favor  by  so 
powerful  and  patriotic  a commonwealth  as  that  of 
Pennsylvania,  would  be  the  almost  certain  means  of 
its  success  in  other  parts  of  the  union.  Believing, 
that  a majority  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  were 
opposed  to  this  scheme,  I had  suggested  whether  it 
might  not  be  practicable  to  adopt  some  means  by 
which  the  success  of  the  administration  candidate 
could  be  prevented  from  being  plausibly  interpret- 
ed into  an  expression  of  approbation  of  a measure,, 
which  I was  persuaded  from  the  proceedings  of  her 
legislature,  that  ancient  republican  state  did  not  ap- 
prove; but  if  no  such  means  could  be  found,  it 
would  then  become  a matter  of  grave  consideration 
for  the  conservatives  of  Pennsylvania,  whether  they 
could  conscientiously  bestow  their  votes  so  as  to  be 
instrumental  in  fastening  upon  the  country  a scheme 
which  they  believed  to  be  ruinous  to  its  prosperity 
and  dangerous  to  its  free  institutions.  This  was  a 
question,  I added,  which  the  conservatives  of  Penn- 
sylvania themselves  were  alone  competent  to  de- 
cide. I remonstrated  against  no  course  they  should 
think  it  proper  to  pursue,  but  expressed  my  convic- 
tion that  their  determination,  whatever  it  might  be, 
would  be  guided  by  patriotism  and  wisdom. 

I have  no  copy  of  my  letter;  but  that  this  is  a cor- 
rect statement  of  its  general  tenor  and  spirit,  I 
feel  perfectly  sure.  1 was  guilty  of  no  interference 
with  the  Pennsylvania  election,  as  charged  by  your 
correspondent.  My  letter  was  not  obtruded,  but  was 
in  answer  to  one  I had  received.  It  was  strictly  a 
private  letter,  not  designed  for  public  use  or  for  po- 
litical effect.  It  was  simply  an  interchange  of  opin- 
ion with  a friend  in  the  freedom  of  private  corres- 


pondence, on  a matter  of  general  speculation  and 
interest;  and  unless  your  correspondent  means  to  in- 
terdict all  liberty  of  epistolatory  communication,  I 
think  he  can  hardly  consider  me  as  having  abused  so 
humble  and  customary  a privilege,  on  this  occasion. 

An  attempt,  however,  is  now  made  to  connect  the 
question  of  abolition  with  the  Pennsylvania  election. 
I will  venture  to  assert,  that  hardly  a man  out  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  but  few,  if  any,  within  if* 
ever  dreamed  of  any  other  issue  being  involved  in 
the  contest  there,  than  that  which  had  been  joined 
on  the  great  political  question  of  the  day.  What 
evidence  was  there  that  the  administration  candi- 
date, highly  respectable  as  he  undoubtedly  is,  thought 
differently  from  his  competitor  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
very? If  he  had  made  any  public  declaration  of  his 
sentiments  on  that  question,  or  if  there  was  any 
other  evidence  of  what  his  sentiments  are  upon  it, 
1 have  never  seen  or  heard  of  them.  We  have  seen 
recently  in  many  instances— as,  lor  example,  in  the 
states  of  Ohio  and  Massachusetts,  according  to 
statements  contained  in  late  numbers  ofyour  paper — 
that  some  of  the  candidates  lor  office  of  the  admin- 
istration party  have  expressed  sentiments  as  hereti- 
cal and  dangerous  in  regard  to  the  institutions  and 
rights  of  the  south,  as  those  attributed  to  the  candi- 
dates of  the  opposite  party. 

It  is  in  vain,  then,  to  endeavor  to  subdue  the  free- 
dom of  opinion  in  the  south,  or  to  curb  its  expres- 
sion on  the  great  principles  of  civil  and  political 
liberty  involved  in  the  measures  and  administrative 
policy  of  the  government,  by  parading  before  our 
eyes,  the  gorgon  tenors  of  abolitionism.  We  will 
defend  our  domestic  institutions  and  the  peace  of 
our  firesides,  whenever  or  wherever  they  are  threat- 
ened, at  every  hazard  and  to  the  last  extremity;  but 
we  are  no  less  determined,  I trust,  to  guard  the  po- 
litical institutions  we  have  inherited  from  our  ances- 
tors, and  which  are  the  guarantee  of  our  common 
liberties,  against  the  dangers  which  menace  them, 
from  whatever  quarter  these  dangers  inay  proceed. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  Rives. 

Albemarle  county,  Nov.  22,  1838. 

MR.  POLIL  AT  NASHVILLE. 

A barbecue  was  given  to  the  hon.  Mr.  Polk, 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  at  Nashville 
on  the  6th  ultimo.  Governor  Carroll  was  president 
of  the  day;  Dr.  John  Robinson,  col.  Robert  Weakly, 
E.  Goodrich,  L.  P.  Cheatham,  is.  Ensly,  Jo.  Witts, 
William  H.  McGaroch , and  Jo.  Hatton,  vice  presi- 
dents. We  have  not  room  for  the  proceedings  in 
detail,  but  give  place  to  the  following  letters  from 
general  Jackson,  Mr.  Kendall,  and  Mr.  Huntsman, 
in  reply  to  invitations  to  attend  the  barbecue. 

Nashville,  October  24,  1838. 

Dear  Sir:  To  the  veteran,  who  for  sixty  years 
has  battled  in  his  country’s  service,  the  republican 
party  of  Davidson  county,  respectfully  tender  an 
invitation  to  a barbecue,  to  be  given  to  the  bon. 
James  K.  Polk,  at  the  Island  Spring,  near  Nashville, 
on  Tuesday  the  6th  day  of  November  next. 

Your  eminent  public  services — your  advanced 
age — the  large  space  you  have  filled  in  the  eyes  of 
mankind,  and  your  ardent  attachment  to  democratic 
principles,  all  combine  in  urging  us  to  present  this 
request  with  peculiar  earnestness.  You  are  well 
aware  that  a powerful  effort  is  making  to  compel 
Tennesssee  to  drink  the  dregs  of  that /n'ffer  cup  of 
which  she  has  already  too  deeply  tasted.  The  lieu- 
tenants of  Mr.  Clay  are  canvassing  the  state  with 
the  view  of  completing  the  transfer  which  was  ex- 
ecuted at  Washington  during  the  last  winter.  Our 
aspirations,  and  your  treasured  recollections,  alike 
unite  to  prevent  us  from  silently  witnessing  this  de- 
secration of  principles.  The  democracy  of  the 
country  are  already  aroused,  and  ardently  seeking 
for  information  on  the  all  absorbing  topics  ofdiscus- 
sion.  To  be  amongst  the  people,  diffusing  light 
and  information,  is  certainly  the  duty  of  the  repub- 
lican leaders;  but  in  this,  as  in  other  conflicts,  they 
desire  at  least  the  presence,  if  not  the  active  assist- 
ance of  their  old  commander. 

Permit  us,  then,  to  repeat  our  invitation,  and  kind- 
ly urge  its  acceptance. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Felix  Robertson, 

..  John  Maxey, 

L.  P.  Cheatham, 
Willo.  Williams, 
Robert  Gibson, 

John  P.  Hickman, 

E.  Goddrich, 

G.  Pennington, 

James  Robinson, 
James  P.  Grundy, 
Mason  Yannoy, 

L.  E.  Temple, 

R.  Armstrong. 

To  gen.  Andrew  Jackson,  Hermitage. 
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dawoings  of  our  commercial  enterprise  and  adven- 
tures in  the  Pacific  ocean  in  search  of  the  whale  and 
seal,  first  took  their  origin.  Furnishing  so  many 
unrivalled  harbors,  it  became  the  cradle  as  it  were 
to  our  hardy  seamen.  It  appears  from  some  docu- 
ments recently  communicated  to  Mr.  Jenks,'of  the 
Nantucket  Inquirer,  that  Martha’s  vineyard  was 
partially  settled  as  early  as  1632,  i.  e.  some  ten 
years  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  Mayhews.  In  the 
autumn  of  the  last  named;  or  the  previous  year,  a 
vessel  bound  from  England  to  “South  Virginia,” fell 
in  with  the  south  sho?l  of  Nantucket,  came  up 
through  the  sound,  and  anchored  o(f  Cape  Poge,  on 
account  of  a distemper  which,  like  a plague,  raged 
among  the  crew.  Four  men,  with  their'tamilies  re- 
quested to  be  put  on  shore,  preferring  to  take  their 
chance  with  the  natives,  rather  than  pursue  the  voy- 
age under  such  distressing  circumstances.  They 
lauded  at  the  spot  since  called  Edgartown — and  the 
names  of  the  men  are  stated  to  have  been  John 
Pease,  Thomas  Vincent, Trap  and Brown- 

ing. A red  coat,  presented  on  landing  by  Pease  to 
the  chief  of  Sachem,  secured  at  once  the  good  olfi-  j 
ces  of  the  tribe;  and  the  wanderers  were  thereupon 
treated  with  great  kindness  and  hospitality. 

In  older  to  shelter  themselves  against  the  inclem- 
ency of  the  approaching  winter.  Pease  arid  his  cora- 

fianions  made  several  excavations  in  the  side  of  a 
fill  near  the  water,  whence  they  could  command  a 
full  view  of  the  harbor  and  adjacent  bay.  Some 
vestiges  of  these  caves  are  still  extant.  They  re- 
mained here  through  the  cold  season,  and  were  sub- 
sequently joined  by  others,  at  different  intervals,  un- 
til 1642  the  whole  number  of  families  amounted  to 
twenty-four.  At  this  period  the  Mayhews  arrived. 

The  Indians  were  the  first  whalemen.  They , 
taught  the  whites  their  method  of  fishing  with  a j 
pronged  spear.  Whales  were  frequently  killed  on 
the  south  side  of  the  vineyard  by  the  whites,  and 
towed  through  the  narrow  opening  into  the  harbor 
of  Edgartown. 

The  old  book  of  records  of  Edgartown,  of  which 
a copy  only  is  preserved,  contains  some  curious 
and  amusing  items  that  should  be  preserved  for  our 
historical  societies.  Here  are  a few.  [.V.  V.  Star. 

June  221,  1663.  Voted  by  the  town  yt  Mr.  May- 
hews Bushell  and  John  Foutgers  peck  shall  be  ye 
slanders  for  ye  whole  town.  Voted  by  ye  town  ye 
common  seal  of  this  place  shall  be  a bunch  of  Grapes; 
also  that  Thos.  Burchard’s  4 pound  weight  shall  be 
staitders  for  ye  town. 

Oct.  It),  1659.  Thomas  Mayhew  of  Martha’s 
Vineyard  sells  all  his  right  ami  interest  in  Tucker- 
nuck  island  alias  Tuckernuckett  which  he  bot  of 
the  Lord  Sterlings  Agent  and  of  Mr.  Richard  Vines 
Agent  unto  sir  Ferdinar.do  George  Knight,  unto 
Tristrim  Coffin,  Senr.  Peheirs  and  assigns  lor  six 
pounds. 

1680.  Voted  by  the  town  that  Peter  Foulger  and 
Tlios.  Harlock  go  forth  2 days  in  a week  until  they 
have  divided  the  town  land  into  three  divisions  that 
is  the  woodland  upon  the  north  side  of  the  plaine 
unto  ye  end  of  ye  Bound  of  ye  purchased  lands  to 
Sonchocaulachett  wood  and  they  are  for  their  labor 
to  have  three  shillings  a day  of  the  townsmen  yt 
owns  land. 

(July  ye  27th  anno  1663  memorandum) 

This  record  may  sufficiently  satisfy  apy  whom  it 
may  concern  that  Meribell  Foulgar  ye  wife  of  John 
Foulger  Deceased  hath  sould  unto  Joseph  Codman 
one  share  of  fish  called  Ellwives,  the  fishing  now  is 
at  mattacess  (Mattakesset)  and  tdso  ye  said  Meri- 
bell hath  sould  her  shear  of  whale  to  ye  said  Joseph 
and  Lawfully  Delivered  ye  said  fish  and  whale  unto 
ye  said  Joseph’s  possession  by  her  own  act  and  deed 
ye  said  foulger  and  Codman  are  both  Inhabitants 
upon  this  Island  Called  the  Vineyard  the  original 
Bill  was  sealed  and  delivered  upon  the  27  day  of 
february  In  the  hands  of  John  Peas,  George  and 
Ruth  [ ] Johanna  Foulger)  Richard  Sarson  anno 

1662  Recorded  by  me  ye  Day  above  mentioned 
Richard  Sarson  [a  true  copy  transcribed  from  ye 
old  book  this  23  June  A D 1731  by  me 

John  Norton  Town  Clerk. 

Remarkable  escape.  The  following  is  extract- 
ed from  a private  journal  kept  on  board  of  the  Vin- 
cennes, one  of  the  vessels  attached  to  the  exploring 
expedition,  and  published  in  the  Bunker  Aurora: 
“Just  before  noon,  while  taking  in  the  main  top 
gallant  sail,  one  of  the  crew  who  was  on  the  yard, 
by  the  slatting  of  the  sail,  had  the  buntline  thrown 
over  his  head,  and  before  he  could  (ree  himself,  wa3 
jerked  off  and  forward  to  the  yard,  where  he  hung 
| dangling  by  the  neck  at  the  height  of  eighty  feet, 
i He  stiuggled  for  a moment  only,  trying  with  both 
| hands  to  reach  the  rope  over  his  head,  and  then  fell 
j powerless  by  his  side.  IIS  was  first  observed  by 
the  boatswain,  who  looked  up,  on  seeing  a hat  fall 
overboard.  I was  by  his  side,  and  never  shall  I for- 
get the  face  of  horror,  nor  the  unearthly  and  fearful 


shriek  that  broke  from  him  after  pointing  aloft  for 
a few  seconds,  incapable  of  uttering  a sound.  It 
was  like  that  sometimes  heard  by  persons  suffering 
under  the  nightmare.  It  was  indeed  a most  awful 
sight,  to  behold  a fellow  creuture-thus  quivering  in 
the  air,  his  arms  dangling  to  and  fro,  and  his  whole 
body  swaying  backwards  and  forwards  with  every 
roll  of  the  ship,  fifteen  and  twenty  feet,  and  every 
little  while  striking  with  fearful  violence  against 
the  mast.  In  a few  seconds  a dozen  men  were  aloft 
to  his  assistance,  but  it  seemed  as  many  hours 
And  here  a new  danger  presented  itself;  one  of 
them,  thinking  only  of  freeing  the  sufferer’s  neck, 
caught  him  with  one  hand,  leaning  over  the  topsail 
yard,  as  he  swung  in,  and  began  cutting  the  rope 
with  the  other.  Providentially,  the  attempt  was 
seen  and  arrested  by  the  1st  lieutenant.  Had  he 
cut  the  rope,  the  jerk  must  have  thrown  them  off 
together.  He  was  now  soon  liberated,  but  soon  de- 
clared to  be  dead.  On  being  lowered  on  deck  in  a 
hammock  sent  up  for  the  purpose,  the  means  used 
for  the  recovery  of  persons  whose  animation  is  sus- 
pended, were  successfully  used,  and  he  is  now  do- 
ing well.  Another  minute  and  all  would  have  been 
over  with  him.  On  examination  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  was  suspended,  his  preservation  is  a little 
short  of  miraculous.  There  was  only  a single  turn 
round  his  neck.  Had  it  slipped,  (and  Heaven  only 
can  tell  what  prevented  it,)  he  would  have  been 
dashed  to  pieces,  or  whirled  overboard,  wdiere  with 
the  heavy  sea  that  was  running,  he  must  have  per- 
ished. Had  it  caught  an  inch  nearer  his  ear,  he 
must  have  suffocated,  ere  relieved.”  And  in  view 
of  his  escape,  will  you  believe  it,  all  he  thinks  of  is 
stopping  his  grog  to-day,  lest  it  should  induce  fever! 
Not  half  an  hour  since,  I went  to  see  him,  and  he 
said  “it  was  bloody  hard  a man  must  lose  his  grog 
because  he  came  near  breaking  his  neck.”  Such  is 
the  old  man-of-war’s  man.” 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

NAVAL  GENERAL  ORDER. 

The  practice  of  bringing  home,  in  the  public 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  various  animals,  such 
as  horses,  asses,  mules  and  other  quadrupeds,  for- 
merly authorized  by  this  department,  having  been 
found  by  recent  experience  productive  of  great  in- 
convenience, and  liable  to  abuse,  is  hereby  strictly 
prohibited  in  future. 

J.  K.  Paulding. 

Navy  department,  November  28,  I83S. 

Information  has  been  received  at  the  department 
of  state,  under  date  of  10th  October,  from  Turin, 
that  the  health  officer  at  Genoa  has  just  determined, 
under  a decision  which  has  received  the  king’s  sanc- 
tion, that  goods  coming  from  North  America  shall 
in -future  be  admitted  to  free  pratique,  upon  condi- 
tion that  they  come  provided  with  a certificate,  be- 
sides the  clean  bill  of  health,  from  a consular  agent 
of  his  majesty,  (the  king  of  Sardinia,)  or  from  any 
other  European  consul  residing  in  the  place  from 
which  they  sailed,  to  the  effect  that  the  said  coun- 
try is  exempt  from  ai\y  contagious  disease,  and  es- 
pecially from  yellow  fever. 


By  the  President  of  the  United  Stales. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  a treaty  made 
and  concluded  between  John  A.  Bryan,  commis- 
sioner on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  William 
Walker,  John  Barrett,  and  Peacock,  chiefs  and 
principal  men  of  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians  in 
Ohio,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  said  tribe,  on 
the  23d  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  I , Marlin  Van  Buren,  president  of 
the  United  States,  do  hereby  declare  and  make 
known,  that  a public  sale  will  be  held  at  Marion, in 
the  state  of  Ohio,  the  seat  of  the  land  office,  for  the 
lands  ceded  by  the  said  treaty,  on  Monday,  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  January  next,  for  the  disposal 
of  the  under  mentioned  tracts,  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  that  treaty,  for  the  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned, viz: 

South  of  the  base  line  and  east  of  the  first  principal 
* meridian. 

Section  thirty-five,  in  Cranberry  Swamp,  on  Bro- 
ken Sword  Creek,  in  township  one,  of  range  one; 
and  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  two,  in  town- 
ship two,  of  range  two. 

The  sale  will  continue  open  for  two  weeks,  and 
no  lono-er,  (unless  the  lands  are  soonerdisposed  of,) 
and  the  lands  will  be  olfered  in  the  order  herein 
mentioned.  , . . 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  ol  Washington, 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  November,  anno  Do- 
mini eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 

M.  Van  Buren. 

By  the  president: 

James  Whitcomb, 

Commissioner  o f the  general  land  office. 


BOHAN  UPAS  OF  THE  WEST. 

The  “ Milk  Sickness.”  The  misterious  disease 
which  bears  this  name,  is  peculiar  to  the  region  west 
of  the  mountains,  and  prevails  only  in  cerlain  dis- 
tricts of  that  region.  Many  parts  of  Kentucky,  In- 
diana, Illinois,  and  Missouri  have  been  greatly  af- 
(licted  by  it,  hundreds  have  died  its  victims,  and 
some  districts  of  country  are  almost  uninhabitable 
on  its  account.  The  Kentucky  legislature  has  long 
since  offered  a reward  to  any  one  who  could  ascertain 
the  cause  of  this  terrible  disease,  but  all  inquiries  upon 
the  subject  have  been  hitherto  unsuccessful.  The 
St.  Louis  Bulletin,  however,  contains  a letter  on  the 
subject,  said  to  be  from  the  pen  of  an  intelligent  gen- 
tleman, in  which  the  cause  of  the  disease  is  referred 
to  a tree,  the  properties  of  which  age  desciibed  to  be 
very  similar  to  those  attributed  to  the  Bohan  Upqs 
of  the  East  Indies.  The  letter,  which  will  be  found 
interesting,  is  subjoined: 

Femme  Osage  Township, 

St.  Charles  co..  Mo.,  Nov.  9th,  1S38. 

Mr.  Koch — Dear  Sir:  I herewith  transmit  to  you 
one  of  the  genuine  apples  of  Socom.  It  grew  on  a 
large  Sodomite  tree  in  the  Femme  Osage  bottom,  in 
St.  Charles  county.  The  tree  is  nine  feet  thick,  one 
hundred  and  forty  feet  high,  and  straight  in  the  body, 
there  being  no  limbs  for  fifty-six  teet  above  the 
ground.  In  a fruitful  year  it  is  estimated  that  it 
bears  one  thousand  bushels  of  fruit.  The  Raves  re- 
sembles those  of  a pear  tree,  but  are  much  larger, 
and  are  evergreen;  the  blossoms  are  similar  to  the 
tulip,  and  when  in  full  bloom,  it  is  considered  the 
most  grand,  beautiful,  and  imposing  object  in  the 
vegetable  kingdom.  But  it  is  of  the  most  poisonous 
nature;  its  roots,  bark,  sap,  leaves  and  fruit,  are  all 
destructive  poisons.  Its  twigs  and  branches  operate 
as  a slow,  malignant  and  incurable  poison,  of  a pe- 
culiar quality,  destructive  of  animals  and  man.  It 
has  been  recently  discovered,  and  satisfactorily  test- 
ed, that  the  browsing  upon  the  sprout  about  its  root, 
is  the  cause  of  that  mysterious  disease,  called  the 
milk  sickness. 

The  fruit,  when  fully  ripe,  has  an  inviting  appear- 
ance, but  it  soon  takes  a dry  rot,  and  the  inside  be- 
comes a poisonous  and  disagreeable  dust,  in  appear- 
ance resembling  scotch  snuff.  Notwithstanding  its 
noxious  qualities,  cattle  and  various  other  animals 
are  fond  of  frequenting  it,  and  feeding  on  its  leaves, 
and  they  frequently  die  in  its  vicinity.  Numerous 
skeletons  of  animals  may  be  found  in  the  bottom, 
within  a mile  round,  but  when  taken  in  small  quan- 
tities, it  terminates  in  lingering  and  uncontrollable 
milk  sickness.  Since  the  tree  has  been  fenced  in, 
no  milk  sickness  has  existed.  The  wood  of  the  tree 
is  as  solid  and  heavy  as  lignumvita:  or  ebony,  and 
from  its  similarity,  some  intelligent  persons  have 
conjectured  that  it  is  the  celebrated  tree  called  the 
Bohan  Upas  in  the  East  Indies.  When  any  part  of 
the  green  tree  is  lacerated  a peculiar  gum  exudes 
from  the  wound,  like  unto  white  native  turpentine, 
which  is  esteemed  one  of  the  strongest  of  poisons, 
aad  will  blister,  and  seriously  injure,  and  ulcerate 
the  human  body  if  applied  externally. 

It  is  thought  by  some  persons,  that  this  tree  might 
be  advantageously  used  in  the  practice  of  medicine, 
if  its  powerful  medical  qualities  were  properly  un- 
derstood, but  its  poison  is  so  destructive,  that  every 
persons  here  is  afraid  to  make  any  experiments  with 
it.  If  the  citizens  of  those  parts  of  Illinois.  Ohio, 
and  Kentucky,  that  are  afflicted  with  the  milk  sick- 
ness, will  make  proper  examination,  I have  no  doubt 
that  they  will  find  somewhere  in  the  sick  district,  a 
solitary  tree  similar  to  the  one  I have  described 
above,  and  if  they  will  destroy  or  enclose  the  tree 
they  will  effectually  prevent  the  disease.  Many 
marvellous  stories  are  told  in  the  neighborhood,  but 
respecting  many  of  them  I am  very  incredulous,  but 
the  foregoing  statement  I have  psepared  from  per- 
sonal observation,  and  from  information  in  which  I 
could  place  implicit  confidence.  If  you  should  de- 
sire further  information  respecting  this  tree,  I take 
pleasure  in  answering  any  inquiries  directed  to  me 
by  mail,  to  Missouri  town,  my  nearest  post  office. 

With  great  esteem,  your  obed’t  servant, 


ANTI  SLAVERY  IN  NEW  YORK. 

The  following  circular  wuis  issued  in  New  York 
previous  to  the  recent  election: 

[circular.] 

To  the  anti-sla  very  electors  of  the  state  of  New  York. 

We  ask  the  privilege  of  brethren,  to  set  forth, 
brieliy  but  frankly,  the  reasons  which  constrain  us 
to  cast  our  voles  for  IV.  H.  Seward,  for  governor. 

1.  Mr.  Seward  is  the  candidate  of  the  party  which, 
on  the  floor  of  Congress,  nobly  vindicates  tile  ines- 
timable right  of  petition,  and  as  nobly  asserts  the 
freedom  of  debate;  of  the  party,  al^o,  that  sustain 
John  Quincy  Adams  and  William  Slade;  of  a party 
whose  views  arc  liberal  and  tolerant 

2.  Mr.  Seward  is  the  candidate  of  the  party 
which,  in  our  last  legislature,  passed  resolution?. 
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against  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  union 
against  Patton’s  gag  resolutions;  in  favor  of  the  right 
of  petition;  and  in  favor  of  granting  trial  by  jury  to 
persons  claimed  as  fugitive  slaves.  Instead  of  the 
denunciations  and  reviiings  with  which  our  petitions 
were  treated  in  years  past — instead  of  threatening 
us  with  penal  enactments,  the  whigs  received  and 
treated  petitions  and  remonstrance  with  that  respect 
and  comity  due  to  their  constituents. 

3-  Mr.  Seward  is  the  candidate  of  the  party  that 
oppose  the  re-election  of  a president  who  stands 
pledged  to  veto  any  bill  abolishing  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

4.  Mr.  Seward  is  the  candidate  opposed  to  gov. 
Marcy,  who,  in  his  messages  to  the  legislature  has 
manifested,  i.i  sentiment  and  sympathy,  the  bitterest 
hostility  to  our  cause;  and  who,  as  the  presiding  of- 
ficer of  a public  meeting,  while  he  was  governor  of 
the  state,  recommended  the  passage  of  laws  author- 
izing a violation  of  the  mails,  and  inflicting  pains 
and  penalties  upon  those  who  were  disseminating 
intelligence  and  truth. 

5.  The  re-election  of  governor  Marcy  would  go 
very  far  towards  the  re-electionn  of  Martin  Van 
Buren,  whose  measures  and  policy  are  so  hostile  to 
the  cause  of  human  liberty. 

And,  finally,  because  our  knowledge  of  Mr.  Se- 
ward leads  us  to  confide  in  the  general  soundness 
and  integrity  of  his  principles.  We  view  the  great 
question  of  a sub-treasury,  a national  bank,  or  the 
currency,  of  minor  importance  compared  with  the 
great  subject  of  human  liberty;  and  believing  that 
the  election  of  Mr.  Seward,  and  the  defeat  of  gov. 
Marcy,  will  best  promote  the  great  cause  of  univer- 
sal emancipation,  we  shall  vote  for  him  ourselves, 
and  recommend  our  abolition  friends  to  do  the  same. 

We  are,  respectfully,  your  fellow  citizens, 
Jefferson  Mayell, 

Pres’t  Albany  young  men’s  anti-slavery  society. 

Calvin  Pepper,  jr. 

Vice  pres’t.  Albany  anti-slavery  society. 
John  Wilson, 

Corresponding  sec’y  anti-slavery  society. 

H.  Carpenter,  1st  v.  p. 
Wm.  Gibson, 

One  of  the  executive  committee  young  men’s 
Albany  anti-slavery  society. 
Norman  Francis, 

Chairman  of  executive  committee  of  young 
men’s  Albany  anti-slavery  society. 

S.  A.  Hastings, 

James  E.  McClure, 

S.  B.  Hall, 

Charles  E.  Burton, 
James  Burton, 

Peter  M.  McElroy, 
David  Martin, 

S.  T.  Rice, 

Fordyce  Sylvester, 

A.  McClure, 

J.  McClure, 

S.  V.  R.  Watson.* 

*[These  four  persons  subsequently  declared  that  they 
were  not  members  of  any  anti-slavery  society,  and 
that  the  circular  did  not  express  their  views  and  senti- 
ments.]   

ARRIVAL  OF  THE  LIVERPOOL. 

VERY  LATE  FROM  EUROPE. 

We  have  to  announce  the  agreeable  intelligence 
that  the  steamer  Liverpool,  captain  Fayren,  for  the 
safety  of  which  strong  apprehensions  began  to  be  en- 
tertained, arrived  on  the  23d  ult.  at  9 o’clock,  A.  M. 

She  left  Liverpool  on  the  day  fixed  for  her  de- 
parture, the  20th  of  October,  with  560  tons  of  coal 
on  board.  The  weather,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
voyage,  was  adverse,  the  wind  contrary  and  the 
sea  high.  In  consequence  of  the  escape  of  steam 
from  some  imperfection  in  the  machinery,  the  con- 
sumption of  coal  was  found  to  be  enormous;  and 
when  the  vessel  had  been  six  days  out,  and  had  al- 
ready made  about  a third  of  the  passage  across  the 
Atlantic,  it  was  found  that  at  least  half  her  stock 
was  gone,  and  it  was  judged  prudent  to  put  back. 
She  returned  therefore  to  Cork,  where  a new  sup- 
ply was  procured,  and  the  imperfection  in  the  ma- 
chinery remedied. 

She  got  into  the  cove  of  Cork  on  Monday,  the 
29th  of  October,  having  been  nine  days  at  sea,  and 
having,  as  we  learn  from  an  Irish  paper,  only  70 
tons  of  coal  remaining.  At  Cork  she  remained 
until  the  sixth  of  November,  when  she  again  took 
her  departure,  qhd  after  a prosperous  passage  of 
■lxteen  days  arrived  at  New  York. 

Many  of  the  passengers  who  were  on  board  the 
Liverpool  left  her  at  Cork.  Among  them  were 
Mr.  John  Van  Buren,  Mr.  William  Butler,  and 
Mr.  F.  O.  J.  Smith,  of  Maine. 

A Dublin  paper  mentions  that  a queen’s  messen- 
ger was  on  board  the  Liverpool,  with  despatches 


from  the  British  government  for  lord  Durham,  en- 
treating him  to  remain  in  Canada. 

The  steamer  Liverpool  will  sail  again  on  the  5th 
December.  Any  person  at  a distance  who  wishes  to 
go  out  in  her  will  thus  have  time  to  get  ready. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Railway  riots.  Serious  riots  took  place  at  Ro- 
therham on  the  31st  of  October,  and  the  day  fol- 
lowing, between  the  English  and  Irish  laborers  on 
the  railway.  The  English  in  a large  body  attacked 
the  Irish  with  bludgeons,  and  drove  them  off  the 
line.  The  military  were  called  in,  and  with  the 
aid  of  artillery  succeeded  in  putting  an  end  to  the 
disorder.  Several  persons  were  wounded,  and 
thirty  of  the  ringleaders  arrested.  The  cause  of 
the  riot  was,  that  the  Irish  were  willing  to  work  for 
lower  wages  than  the  English. 

Riot.  There  was  a riot  on  the  29th  October  at 
Coventry,  between  about  20  men  of  the  7th  Hus- 
sars and  14th  light  dragoons,  (who  had  leave  of  ab- 
sence from  their  regiments,)  and  a number  of  citi- 
zens. The  policemen  who  first  came  up,  were 
knocked  down  by  the  soldiers,  and  two  of  them 
were  so  much  injured  that  their  recovery  was  des- 
paired of.  Seven  of  the  soldiers  were  finally  cap- 
tured, and  the  rest  retreated  to  their  barracks.  The 
first  blows  were  given  by  the  soldiers,  whose  pre- 
vious langauage  and  conduct  are  represented  to 
have  been  offensive  in  the  extreme. 

There  was  a furious  storm  throughout  England 
and  the  adjacent  waters  on  the  28th,  29th,  and  30th. 
A large  number  of  vessels  were  lost  or  damaged, 
but  we  do  not  observe  the  nrunes  of  any  Americans 
among  them. 

On  the  great  western  railway  four  of  the  cars 
were  driven  along  the  road  by  the  force  of  the 
winds  two  of  which  did  not  stop  until  they  had 
traversed  25  miles. 

Among  the  trees  blown  down  in  the  storm  was 
the  famous  “Herne  the  hunter’s  oak,”  in  Windsor 
park,  immortalized  by  Sbakspeare. 

The  queen  dowager  arrived  at  Gibraltar  on  the 
14th  of  October,  and  was  received  with  royal  ho- 
nors. She  embarked  again  on  the  18th  for  Malta 

Parliament  stands  prorogued  to  the  4th  of  De- 
cember, on  which  day  it  was  supposed  the  houses 
would  meet  for  the  despatch  of  business. 

Louis  Napoleon  was  in  London,  staying  at  Fen- 
ton’s hotel. 

The  packet  ship  Wellington  arrived  out  on  the 
29th  October,  in  17  days. 

Lady  Russell,  wife  of  lord  John  Russell,  died  at 
Brighton  on  the  2d  instant,  a few  days  after  her  ac- 
couchement. 

A public  dinner  was  to  be  given  in  Waterford  to 
Daniel  O’Connell,  on  the  13th  November. 

The  steam  ship  Royal  William,  which  left  New 
York  on  the  20th  ult.,  was  seen  off  the  coast  of  li  e- 
land  on  the  4th  instant,  and  must  have  arrived  at 
Liverpool  on  the  5th. 

The  loss  at  the  great  fire  at  Liverpool,  is  esti- 
mated at  120,0001 — the  amount  insured  in  the  se- 
veral offices,  119,5001. 

The  London  Morning  Herald  contradicts  the  re- 
port that  the  queen  had  written  an  autograph,  re- 
questing lord  Durham  to  remain  in  Canada.  It 
says  there  was  no  foundatian  whatever  for  the  re- 
port. 

The  London  papers  state  that  1000  tons  of  pota- 
toes had  lately  been  shipped  from  the  Thames  for 
New  York. 

It  has  been  ascertained  that  the  steamboat  North- 
ern Yacht  is  lost.  She  was  seen  to  sink,  and  it  is 
supposed  that  all  on  board  perished — twenty-two 
in  number. 

FRANCE. 

The  French  power  in  Africa  is  threatened  with 
a new  and  formidable  war  in  the  spring.  The 
Abdel  Kadar  is  said  to  have  accumulated  a great 
force,  and  to  be  indefatigable  in  organizing  his  re- 
sources and  strengthening  himself  by  alliance  with 
the  surrounding  tribes. 

ALGIERS. 

We  learn  from  the  last  despatches  of  Marshall 
Valee  that  the  work  of  the  new  French  establish- 
ment at  Stora  continues  without  obstacle.  The  po- 
sition is  magnificent,  and  fine  constructions  may  be 
raised  without  great  expense. 

The  Fort  de  France,  already  defended  by  its  po- 
sition, will  soon  be  completely  clothed  with  stone 
from  the  old  Roman  ruins.  Ovens  have  been  con- 
structed which  will  shortly  be  fit  for  use;  old  Ro- 
man bricks  were  picked  up  by  the  soldiers  for  the 
purpose.  The  hospital  will  be  erected  on  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  fort,  and  its  situation  will  be  heal- 
thy. 

SPAIN. 

Despatches  from  General  Van  Halen,  the  com- 
mander of  the  queen’s  troops,  state  that  on  the 
18th  of  November,  he  compelled  Cabrera  to  raise 
the  siege  of  Caspe,  and  retire  on  Maella. 


General  Palfox  had  at  last  prevailed  on  the  go- 
vernment of  Spain  to  establish  a hospital  for  inva- 
lid soldiers,  and  to  appropriate  to  that  object  the 
two  convents  of  Aloclia  and  San  Geronimo. 

The  public  rejoicing  for  the  royal  marriage  late- 
ly consummated  between  Don  Carlos  and  the 
Princess  De  Beria,  continue  throughout  the  pro- 
vince, and  the  hardy  mountaineers  seem  for  the 
moment  to  have  forgotten  the  war  and  its  alarms, 
and  mingle  in  the  village  dance  or  assist  at  the  bull 
fight. 

The  new  queen  has  requested  Don  Carlos  to 
grant  an  amnesty,  which  he  has  accorded.  In  con- 
sequence, various  political  prisoners  who  were  at 
Estella,  at  the  castle  of  Guevara,  and  Urbisla,  as 
well  as  other  places,  have  been  set  at  liberty.  A 
general  change  of  employees  is  also  about  to  take 
place. 

GERMANY. 

The  king  of  Wurtemberg  has  relinquished  the 
intention  of  granting  a general  amnesty  lor  politi- 
cal offences,  but  the  penalties  incurred  for  prac- 
tices styled  treasonable  by  a great  number  of  per- 
sons confined  in  fortresses  have  been  commuted  or 
mitigated  by  his  orders. 

At  Colonge,  on  the  27th  of  October,  serious  dis- 
turbances took  place.  It  was  said  that  the  curate 
of  the  parish  of  St.  Ursula  had  been  arrested  on  ac- 
count of  a sermon  which  he  had  preached,  and  that 
the  dean  had  given  orders  for  his  arrest.  A great 
crowd  gathered  about  the  dean’s  residence,  broke 
the  windows  with  paving  stones,  and  attempted  to 
force  the  doors,  but  not  being  able,  entered  the 
windows  and  destroyed  the  furniture.  They  were 
dispersed  at  length  by  troops. 

The  powder  mill  of  Messrs.  Marouse  & Co  near 
Mons,  Belgium,  blew  up  Oct.  25th.  The  quantity 
of  powder  in  the  mill  was  about  50,000  lbs.  Ele- 
ven men  were  killed,  the  limbs  of  some  of  them 
being  scattered  to  a distance  of  500  or  600  yards. 
The  damage  is  esitimated  at  about  $75,000. 

So  tremendous  was  the  shock,  that  the  workmen 
in  a coal  mine  nine  leagues  from  the  spot  where 
the  catastrophe  took  place,  ascended  in  the  greatest 
consternation. 

RUSSIA.  * 

Letters  from  Moldavia  of  the  13th  inst.  describe 
the  military  preparations  in  Southern  Russia  as  be- 
ing carried  on  with  the  utmost  activity.  Arma- 
ments continued  in  the  Sepastopol,  and  a squadron 
was  collecting  in  the  harbor  of  Nikolaieif,  where 
several  ships  of  the  line,  and  amongst  others  one  of 
120  guns  and  another  of  89,  had  lately  arrived.  It 
was  rumoured  that  the  naval  force  was  intended  for 
the  coast  of  Asia  and  Circassia. 

London,  Nov.  1.  The  weekly  average  of  the 
price  of  wheat  published  to-day,  is  66s.  4d.  or  lid. 
higher  than  last  week. 

London,  Friday  afternoon,  Nov.  2.  To  the  pre- 
sent hour  the  consol  market  has  a firm  appearance. 
The  government  broker  has  purchased  about  20,000 
reduced;  another  influential  broker  has  also  bought 
50,000  three  and  a half  per  cents.  These  two  pur- 
chases had  the  effect  of  maintaining  the  price  of 
consols,  which  may  be  quoted  at  93J  for  the  ac- 
count, and  93f  for  money.  In  exchequer  bills 
there  is  nothing  doing.  India  bonds  same.  Bank 
stock  lower,  202A  India  stock,  260.  In  the  fo- 
reign market  very  little  doing. 

Quarter  before  three.  Consols  for  account,  93 J 
to  93 J. 

Liverpool  cotton  market,  Nov.  2.  Sales  this  week 
36,390  bales — 400  Sea  Island,  Georgia,  17  a 26;  400 
stained  do.  5 a 10;  6,300  Upland,  5jj  a 9;  5,450 
Mobile,  51  a 7J;  13,030  New  Orleans,  5f  a 9 — ar- 
rivals, 8,768. 

Nov.  4.  The  sales  have  been  large  for  specula- 
tion, at  a Jd  per  lb.  advance. 


BLOCKADE  OF  MEXICO. 

The  British  minister  for  Mexico,  Mr.  Packen- 
ham,  sailed  from  England  on  the  20th  ultimo,  in  the 
Pique  frigate,  to  touch  at  Halifax,  and  thence  pro- 
ceed to  Mexico.  It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Packenham 
is  the  bearer  of  instructions  with  reference  to  the 
disputes  between  France  and  Mexico,  and  that  he 
is  invested  with  the  requisite  powers  to  mediate  be- 
tween the  two  parties.  The  British  government 
had  further  instructed  sir  Charles  Paget  to  proceed 
with  a naval  force  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the 
coast  of  Mexico,  to  render  any  protection  to  British 
interests  that  circumstances  might  require.  This 
force  was  seen  on  the  7th  instant  in  the  gulf,  steer- 
ing for  Vera  Cruz. 

From  a late  London  paper. 

Mexican  blockade.  On  Tuesday  a deputation, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Colesworth,  Marshall,  Ell- 
wand, and  Powles,  London;  Messrs.  Watson  Tay- 
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leure,  and  Campbell,  Liverpool;  Messrs.  Blade  and 
Longworthy,  Manchester;  Messrs.  Ferguson,  Gra- 
ham, Henderson,  und  M’Dongal,  Glasgow;  and 
Messrs.  Curell  and  Fenton,  Belfast,  had  a confer- 
ence at  the  Foreign  office  with  lord  Palmerston  on 
the  subject  of  the  French  blockade  of  Mexico. 

The  deputation,  referring  to  the  memorial  pre- 
sented by  the  London  committee  in  August  last, 
stated  that  all  the  evils  then  complained  of  as  re- 
sulting to  British  interests  from  the  blockade  re- 
mained in  full  and  increasing  force,  and  must  con- 
tinue lo  do  so  while  the  blockade  should  last.  They 
felt  therefore,  most  desirous  to  learn  from  his  lord- 
ship  whether  the  British  government  had  been  able 
successfully  to  exert  any  influence  with  that  of 
France  towards  the  removal  of  this  interruption  to 
British  trade.  The  deputation  stated  that  this  in- 
terruption to  the  pursuits  of  the  commercial  and 
manufacturing  interests  connected  with  Mexico 
was  the  more  severely  felt,  because  the  trade  could 
not  but  perceive  that  the  conduct  of  France  was 
distinguished  by  remarkable  severity  in  continuing 
the  blockade  alter  the  otter  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment to  leave  all  matters  in  difference  between  it 
and  France  to  the  arbitration  of  an  independent 
power;  and  further,  that  the  conduct  of  France  to- 
wards Great  Britain  in  thus  seriously  cutting  off,  at 
a moment’s  notice,  an  important  branch  of  her  trade, 
was  not  such  as  might  have  been  expected  from  a 
state  with  which  we  were  on  the  most  friendly 
terms. 

Lord  Palmerston  assured  the  meeting  that  the  go- 
vernment felt  all  the  importance  of  the  question 
and  a deep  sense  of  the  interests  at  stake  in  it ; that 
it  was  perfectly  true  that  the  Mexican  government 
had  ottered  to  refer  the  matters  in  difference  to  the 
arbitration  of  the  British  government,  and  that  the 
French  government  had  declined  the  offer;  that  the 
British  government  had,  notwithstanding,  been 
using  its  best  endeavors  to  get  the  dispute  brought 
into  a train  of  settlement,  and  that  he  could  not  help 
entertaining  the  hope  that  a settlement  would  be 
accomplished.  He  had  instructed  Mr.  Paekenham 
the  British  minister,  to  return  immediately  to  Mexi- 
co, where  he  had  no  doubt  his  services  would  be 
useful  towards  elfecting  the  above  object,  and  that 
gentleman  had  just  sailed  from  Plymouth.  The  go- 
vernment had  further  instructed  sir  Charles  Paget 
to  proceed  with  a naval  force  from  the  St.  Law- 
rence to  the  coast  of  Mexico,  to  render  any  protec- 
tion to  British  iuterests  that  circumstances  might 
require. 

The  deputation  remarked  to  lord  Palmerston,  that 
without  desiring  to  make  any  allusion  which  might 
be  offensive  to  France,  they  could  not  but  recollect 
that  when  a dispute  of  long  standing  between  that 
power  and  the  United  States  was,  a few  years  since, 
on  the  point  of  producing  serious  consequences,  the 
French  government  did  not  hesitate  to  avail  itself 
of  the  mediation  of  Great  Britain.  They  urged 
that  there  was  something  revolting  to  the  common 
principles  of  justice  in  any  power  assuming  to  de- 
termine for  itself  the  precise  nature  of  compensation 
to  which  it  was  entitled,  and  then  saying,  “Here  is 
our  demand — we  will  not  relax  one  iota  of  what  we 
claim — we  will  refer  to  no  intermediate  tribunal 
whatever — we  are  the  sole  judges  of  what  we  re- 
quire— and  if  you  do  not  pay  all  vve  claim,  we  will 
blockade  your  ports  until  we  compel  you.”  The 
deputation  next  adverted  to  the  case  of  the  blockade 
of  Buenos  Ayres,  which  was  even  still  less  justifi- 
able than  that  of  Mexico — for  every  point  of  dif- 
ference had  been  removed  there,  and  yet  the  block- 
ade continued. 

Several  of  the  gentlemen  present  said  they  had 
commercial  establishments  in  those  countries,  which 
were  exposed  to  the  most  grevious  inconveniences 
by  the  proceedings  of  the  French  government;  such 
as  they  felt  no  friendly  power  ought  to  inflict,  ex- 
cept under  circumstances  of  pressing  and  unavoid- 
able necessity. 

Lord  Palmerston  paid  the  greatest  attention  to  all 
that  was  said  by  the  deputation  during  the  confer- 
ence, which  was  a very  long  one,  and  concluded  by 
assuring  the  gentlemen  present  that  the  government 
would  spare  no  pains  to  effect  the  removal  cf  this 
interruption  of  their  trade. 

The  New  Orleans  papers  of  the  21st  ultimo,  state 
that  a letter  from  lieut.  Conet,  now  commanding 
the  French  brig  of  war  Lauvier,  (at  present  at  Ha- 
vana,) states  that  the  French  fleet  had  commenced 
bombarding  the  castle,  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  and 
had  debarked  3,000  troops  on  the  coast,  who  were 
on  their  march  to  Vera  Cruz.  (Doubtful!) 

COLONIZATION. 

The  plan  of  purchasing  a ship  to  be  sold  to  such 
free  colored  men  as  are  qualified  to  navigate  her, 
and  who  will  run  her  as  a regular  packet  between 
this  country  and  Liberia,  and  pay  for  her  by  con- 


veying emigrants  from  time  to  time  from  the  United 
States  to  our  colonies  in  that  country,  has  been  re- 
commended by  many  of  the  most  distinguished  citi- 
zens of  our  coirtitry.  They  believe  it  will  be  tile 
means  of  developing  the  resources  of  Africa  lo  our 
colored  population;  incline  them  to  engage  in  com- 
mercial operations;  secure  a regular  intercourse 
with  Liberia;  and  open  new  avenues  to  usefulness 
and  prosperity  in  the  minds  of  colored  men,  and  tend 
greatly  to  their  elevation  both  in  this  country  and 
Liberia,  and  that  the  plan  ought  immediately  to  be 
carried  into  operation. 

Concurring  in  these  views,  and  encouraged  by 
the  cordial  co-opcration  of  the  officers  of  the  New 
York  Colonization  society,  and  the  warm  support 
of  the  friends  of  colonization  throughout  the  coun- 
try, a ship  has  been  purchased,  although  but  a small 
part  of  the  necessary  funds  have  been  collected. — 
Relying  on  the  liberality  of  the  friends  of  the  color- 
ed man,  I now  offer  the  ship  Saluda,  of  334  tons 
burden — live  oak  frame — a fast  sailer — new  sails 
and  newly  coppered — in  every  respect  in  good  con- 
dition for  a voyage — well  furnished — good  accom- 
modations for  150  passengers.  If  application  is 
made  by  free  colored  men  of  respectable  character, 
capable  of  navigating  the  ship,  and  who  will  re- 
move to  and  hail  from  Liberia,  the  vessel  will  be 
sold  to  them  on  a credit  of  1,  2,  3,  and  4 years,  if 
required.  Payments  to  be  made  in  conveying  emi- 
grants from  tliis  country  to  Liberia,  to  be  furnished 
by  the  American  colonization  society  or  the  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York  society. 

I f the  purchasers  shall  require  assistance  in  navi- 
gating the  vessel  the  first  voyage,  an  experiened 
navigator  will  be  furnished  at  usual  wages,  who 
will  instruct  the  colored  officers  in  navigation  and 
the  use  of  nautical  instruments. 

If  applications  for  the  purchase  of  the  ship  are 
not  made  by  the  15th  of  December,  the  ship  will 
be  manned  by  a colored  crew  and  make  a voyage  to 
Liberia  under  command  of  captain  Waters,  who 
will  be  authorized  to  sell  her  to  enterprising  colo- 
nist who  are  desirous  to  engage  in  commerce. 

Respectable  colored  persons  desiring  to  emigrate 
to  Monrovia  will  be  furnished  with  good  accommo- 
dations. Those  wishing  passage  to  Bassa  Cove 
may  apply  to  the  New  York  colonization  society. 

S.  Wiljceson, 
General  agent  of  the  A.  C.  S. 

In  addition  to  the  above  article,  copied  from  the 
Albany  Evening  Journal,  we  have  received  for 
publication  a copy  of  the  following  letter  from 
judge  Wilkeson  to  the  treasurer  of  the  American 
colonization  society  in  this  city:  . 

“Jllbany,  Nov.  21,  1838. 

“Sir:  Unable  to  purchase  a vessel,  pursuant  to 
the  plan  proposed  to  the  American  colonization  so- 
ciety at  their  meeting  in  Washington  in  May  last, 
until  now,  I fear  the  season  is  so  far  advanced  that 
the  vessel  cannot  put  into  Norfolk  for  eihigants. — 
This  I regret  the  more,  as  her  accommodations  are 
large  and  very  convenient  for  passengers.  If,  howe- 
ver, any  considerable  number  can  be  got  ready  by 
the  25th  of  December,  and  provision  made  for  de- 
fraying their  expenses,  other  than  their  passage,  the 
vessel  will  touch  ai  Norfolk  and  receive  them.— 
But  if  our  friends  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 
(not  being  earlier  apprised  of  this  opportunity) 
shall  not  be  prepared  to  send  many  emigrants  so 
soon,  it  is  expected  another  opportunity  will  be  of- 
fered to  them  by  this  vessel  in  the  ensuing  spring. 
And  should  there  be  a few  emigrants  desirous  of 
going  out  in  December,  the  expense  of  sending 
then” to  New  York,  where  they  will  be  received  on 
board,  will  not  be  great. 

Please  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries  on  this 
subject,  and  inform  me  of  the  result  in  due  time. 

S.  Wii-keson, 
General  agent  A.  C.  Society. 

J.  Gales,  treasurer  A.  C.  Society.” 

(jCj“  Any  number  of  free  persons  of  color,  or  sin- 
gle persons,  desiring  to  go  to  Africa  in  the  above 
vessel,  will  please  to  make  known  their  wishes  im- 
mediately to  J.  Gales,  treasurer  of  the  American 
colonization  society,  at  Washington  city. 

[National  Intelligencer. 


VERY  LATE  FROM  TEXAS: 

From  the  New  Orleans  Bee  of  the  19lh  ult. 

The  steam  packet  Cuba,  captain  Carson,  arrived 
this  morning  from  Galveston,  Texas.  We  are  in- 
debted to  the  politeness  of  a passenger  for  the 
Houston  Telegraph  of  the  10th  instant,  which  con- 
tains the  proceedings  of  the  first  three  days’  session 
of  the  new  congress,  which  assembled  at  Houston 
on  the  5th.  Our  extracts  are  necessarily  very 
brief.  In  the  senate,  Mr.  Lamar,  the  vice  presi- 
dent and  president  elect  of  the  republic,  withdraw- 
ing from  the  chair,  Mr.  Stephen  H.  Everett,  of, 


Jasper,  was  elected  president  pro  tern.;  Mr.  E.  L. 
Sliekney  was  elected  reporter;  Jno.  D.  McLeod 
chief  secretary;  A.  P.  Thompson  assistant  do.; 
and  Win.  P.  Brashier  and  Win.  J.  Branum,  clerks. 

Considerable  discussion  was  had  on  the  motion 
to  elect  a chaplain,  which  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Frasier  was  elected. 

In’ the  bouse,  Mr.  John  H.  Hansford  was  elected 
speaker,  and  delivered  a very  handsome  address 
upon  taking  the  chair.  Jno.  W.  Eidridge,  AVin. 
Budgelf,  Thomas  Green,  R.  Baclie,  James  Bcnice, 
Geo.  S Strailtan  and  E.  S.  Johnson  were  elected  to 
the  various  offices  in  ti'ie  house.  Rev.  John  Mc- 
Cullough, of  New  Jersey,  was  elected  chaplain.  , 

The  president  of  the  republic  (gen.  Houston)  and 
the  congress  appear  to  be  at  loggerheads.  He  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  delivering  ills  messages  to  the 
two  houses  verbally.  At  the  opening  of  this  session, 
committees  were  appoint  to  inform  him  that  con- 
gress was  ready  to  receive  any  written  communica- 
tion which  lie  might  have  to  make.  He  returned  a 
brief  message,  “saluting  the  honorable  congress,” 
and  stating  l li at  if  he  had  not  been  restricted  in  the 
mode,  lie  should  have  psesented  some  important  in- 
formation and  suggestions  on  the  affairs  of  (he  coun- 
try; as  it  was,  lie  declined  any  further  communica- 
tion with  congress  than  to  enclose  the  reports  of  the 
heads  of  the  departments. 

Indian  difficulties.  A resolution  passed  both  houses 
on  tlie  first  day,  to  appoint  a committee  “for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  an  address  to  all  the  citizens 
of  Texas,  urging  them  to  rush  to  the  rescue  of  the 
inhabitants  of  our  frontier,  who  are  now  experienc- 
ing all  the  horrors  of  a savage  war.” 

Forty  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  for  the 
purchase  of  clothing,  &c.  for  the  soldiers,  and  the 
support  of  an  expedition  of  250  men  against  the 
hostile  Indians,  and  authority  given  to  gen.  Baker 
to  make  use  of  any  stores,  ordnance,  or  munitions 
of  war  in  the  arsenal  at  Houston. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  in  the  house: 

Resolved,  That  the  late  intelligence  of  Indian  hos- 
tilities from  the  Indians  of  the  United  States  recent- 
ly emigrated  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  northeastern 
frontier  of  this  republic  claims  the  earliest  attention 
of  this  house,  and  that  the  president  be  requested  to 
communicate,  as  speedily  as  possible,  with  the  min- 
ister of  Texas,  at  the  court  of  the  United  Slates  in 
relation  thereto — that  the  government  of  the  United 
Slates  nay  be  officially  apprised  of  the  actual  war- 
fare of  (he  Kickapoos,  Cosbattees,  Caddoes,  Semi- 
noles  and  Choctaws,  against  this  republic:  referred 
to  the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

A passenger  with  whom  we  conversed,  states  that 
about  four  hundred  men  were  already  on  “in  the 
wooeft”  against  the  Indians.  We  copy  the  follow- 
ing from  the  Telegraph: 

“We  have  been  informed  by  the  hon.  Mr.  Wright, 
from  Red  River  county,  that  Mr.  Neal,  an  Indian 
trader,  has  recently  visited  the  villages  of  the  hos- 
tile Indians  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Trinity.  He 
states  that  the  chief  village  of  these  Indians  is  situa- 
ted near  the  Three  Forks  of  the  Trinity,  and  con- 
tains about  seven  hundred  warriors,  who  have  con- 
gregated from  the  remnants  of  the  tribes  of  Caddoes, 
Wacos,  Keachles,  Towacanies,  Ironies,  Cherokees, 
and  a few  Seminoles.  To  the  westward  of  this  vil- 
lage is  another  settlement  containing  about  three 
hundred  warriors.  These  savage  refugees  have 
been  for  some  months  concentrating  their  whole 
force  at  these  two  points,  from  which,  as  a common 
centre,  all  their  plans  of  mischief  are  directed. 
They  have  recently  been  instigated  to  commence 
their  depredations  upon  the  citizens  of  that  frontier, 
it  is  believed,  by  Mexicans.  We  are  glad  to  learn 
that  gen.  Rusk  is  making  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments to  attack  these  villages  with  a force  suffi- 
ciently large  to  overcome  all  opposition,  and  ensure 
success.  A company  of  fifty-five  men  left  Wash- 
ington about  a fortnight  ago,  and  it  is  expected  have, 
ere  (his,  joined  the  army  at  Fort  Houston. 

The  militia  guards  , of  this  city,  numbering  sixty 
men,  will  leave  to-morrow  for  Fort  Houston,  and  it 
is  expected  a hundred  and  fifty  mounted  men  of  the 
militia  will  soon  follow  them,  to  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  col.  Bonnel.  This  force  will  augment  that 
now  with  general  Rusk  to  such  a degree,  that  lie 
will  be  easily  enabled  to  force  these  Indians  from 
their  stiongholds,  and  drive  them  into  the  western 
wilds  beyond  the  Cross  Timbers.” 

We  were  sorry  to  learn  from  the  gentleman  to 
whom  we  have  alluded  above,  that  prospects  in  (he 
young  republic  were  any  thing  but  favorable  lo  her 
welfare.  The  very  serious  inroads  of  the  Indians 
on  the  west,  and  the  unfortunate  difficulties  between 
ttie  departments  of  the  government,  give  her  affairs 
a gloomy  cast.  Texas,  however,  is  in  Imr  infancy, 
and  whatever  troubles  she  may  have  to  contend 
with,  we  do  not  doubt  the  ability  of  our  countrymen 
there,  to  establish  a permanent  government,  and 
give  to  their  new  home  an  enduring  prosperity. 
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MISSOURI  IRON  MOUNTAINS. 

Report  of  professor  Shepard,  of  Yale  college,  and 

of  the  Medical  college  of  the  state  of  South  Caro- 
lina. 

Having  visited  the  iron  mountains  of  Missouri  in 
October  last,  I am  happy  to  add  my  testimony  to 
that  of  numerous  observers  by  whom  I have  been 
preceded,  respecting  these  remarkable  deposites  of 
Iron  ore.  I am  the  more  strongly  disposed  to  the 
task,  both  from  the  surprise  with  which  I was  struck 
on  finding  such  vast  accumulations  of  mineral 
wealth  lying  wholly  unproductive  in  the  heart  of  a 
country  the  richest,  by  nature,  in  the  world,  and 
from  the  regret  I feel  that  any  unnecessary  impedi- 
ments should  delay  an  enterprise  whose  execution 
can  scarcely  fail  of  affording  an  affluent  reimburse- 
ment to  all  concerned,  and  at  the  same  time  of 
greatly  promoting  the  prosperity  of  the  west. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  say  any  thing  concerning 
the  topographical  feature  of  the  region,  in  addition 
to  what  has  already  been  stated  by  other's.  My  ap- 
proach to  the  mountains  was  the  east,  by  the  way 
of  Farmington.  Before  reaching  the  meridian  in 
which  they  are  situated,  I crossed  a belt  of  red  gra- 
nite, six  miles  in  breadth,  after  which  I found  my- 
self upon  the  same  magnesian  limestone  I had  left 
previous  to  entering  the  primitive,  which  limestone 
is  the  well  known  repository  of  the  lead  mines  of 
Missouri,  as  well  as  those  in  northern  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin.  The  extent  of  this  rock,  however,  in 
the  Iron  mountain  region  is  limited  to  a narrow 
area,  in  consequence  of  the  unusual  developement 
of  mountain  masses  of  compact  feldspar — thelime- 
stone  occupying  only  the  bottoms  of  the  valleys 
and  the  more  level  spaces  between  the  hills.  This 
compact  feldspar  is  of  a red  color,  and  is  generally 
much  veined  and  clouded  with  black,  from  a large 
dose  of  iron.  Its  appearance  is  jaspery,  it  breaking 
with  a conchoidal  fracture  and  a ringing  sound,  into 
sharp-edged  fragments,  which  sometimes  even  re- 
semble flint.  Occasionally  it  assumes  the  aspect 
of  a true  porphyry,  well-defined  crystals  of  red 
feldspar  occurring,  disseminated  through  the  com- 
pact feldspar  basis. 

The  rock  thus  described  is  that  which  bears  the 
enormous  iron  beds  of  which  I am  to  speak;  or 
rather  the  Iron  mountains  are  in  a certain  sense  va- 
rieties of  the  formation  under  consideration.  The 
pilot  knob  may  be  denominated  a ferruginous  por- 
phyry, or  an  aggregate  of  feldspar  and  specular 
iron,  the  latter  occurring  of  a fine  (steel-grained) 
granular  structure,  and  containing  imbedded  crys- 
tals and  rounded  grains  of  feldspar,  while  the  Iron 
mountain  is  a homogeneous  deposite  of  pure,  mas- 
sive specular  iron,  containing  only,  in  a few  ex- 
ceedingly rare  cases,  single  crystals  of  feldspar. 
We  have,  then,  in  this  extraordinary  region,  in  the 
first  place,  hills  many  hundred  feet  high,  composed 
entirely  of  a compact,  cherry  red  feldspar,  varie- 
gated with  veins  of  black  by  oxide  of  iron;  in  the 
second  place,  the  Pilot  Knob,  a mountain  made  up 
in  large  proportion  of  specular  iron,  the  feldspar 
often  scarcely  exceeding  the  ore  with  which  it  is 
mixed;  and  lastly,  the  Iron  mountain,  in  which  the 
whole  mass  is  so  nearly  pure  ore,  that  the  observer 
is  forced  to  search  with  the  closest  scrutiny  to  de- 
tect in  it  even  a few  solitary  crystals  of  feldspar! 

In  offering  a statement  respecting  the  extent  and 
the  richness  of  the  ore,  I hesitate  not  to  say  that  it 
supasses,  for  quantity  and  quality,  every  thing  be- 
fore known  in  the  metallic  history  of  our  earth. — 
The  Pilot  Knob,  as  I have  already  said,  is  a peak 
of  about  six  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  one  entire 
mass  of  iron  porphyry — the  granular  specular  iron 
being  the  ore  present,  not  only  as  forming  the  basis 
of  the  porphyry,  but  often  constituting  wide  areas 
of  surface  in  a state  of  almostabsolute  purity.  In 
the  Iron  mountain,  however,  we  find  a mass  of  this 
ore  unmixed  with  any  foreign  matter  whatever, 
with  the  exception  only  of  the  rare  crystals  of  feld- 
spar abo-ve  mentioned.  In  respect  to  homogenity 
of  composition,  indeed,  it  may  be  doubted  if  any 
mass  of  mineral  matter,  of  its  dimensions,  equal  it, 
among  geological  formations.  All  the  feldspar, 
taken  together,  that  fell  under  my  observation 
during  the  survey  of  the  mountain,  would  not  ex- 
ceed a pound  in  weight;  and,  with  this  exception, 

J repeat,  I could  detect  nothing  save  the  pure  an- 
hydrous peroxide  of  iron,  whether  it  was  viewed 
in  loose  fragments  no  larger  than  a pea,  or  as  form- 
ing portions  of  the  immense  underlying  ledge  (or 
bed)  that  sometimes  emerges  from  the  covering  of 
broken  ore,  and  is  visible  over  an  area  of  several 
square  rods. 

Desirous  of  being  able  to  say  somethingconcern- 
ing  the  extent  of  the  mountain,  as  the  result  of  my 
own  admeasurements,  I took  pains  to  pace  its  sur- 
face in  several  directions,  and  I do  not  hesitate  to 
State  that  its  circuit  is  at  least  two  miles.  Its  ele- 
vation has,  ip  my  opinion,  been  correctly  given  as 


three  hundred  and  fifty  feet.  I need  not  add  that 
the  experience  of  mining  operations  in  other  re- 
gions, in  connexion  with  rocks  of  the  class  here 
found,  fully  justifies  us  in  the  belief  that  the  bot- 
tom of  the  present  mountain  mass  of  ore  lies  too 
deep  ever  to  be  reached  by  human  exploration. 

All  intelligent  metallurgists  must  be  aware  that 
the  specular  iron  ore  is  a species  of  the  highest  va- 
lue for  the  production  of  iron.  Mohs,  (the  late 
professor  of  Mineralogy  at  Freyburg,  and  now  roy- 
al professor  of  the  same  science  at  Vienna,)  who 
is  the  first  authority  on  subjects  of  this  nature,  re- 
marks, in  his  natural  history  of  the  mineral  king- 
dom, that  the  “specular  iron  is  an  ore  of  the  high- 
est importance,  and  yields  a considerable  propor- 
tion of  thp  iron  annually  produced  in  the  different 
quarters  of  the  globe.”  It  is  obvious  that  the  ad- 
vantages possessed  by  the  ore  of  this  region  are 
very  great,  arising  out  of  the  absence  of  all  foreign 
materials,  which  elsewhere  render  the  smelting  of 
iron  ores  often  extremely  tedious  and  difficult,  de- 
manding for  them  the  preliminary  process  of  roast- 
ing, to  dissipate  volatile  ingredients,  and  the  sub- 
sequent addition  of  large  doses  of  flux, ;to  effect  the 
withdrawal  of  other  impurities.  Here  is  an  ore  in 
inexhaustible  quantity,  requiring  for  ages  no  blast- 
ing, and  but  trifling  labor  to  prepare  it  for  the  fur- 
nace, while  it  is  so  pure  from  foreign  substances 
that  its  reduction  must  be  most  easy,  and  its  yield 
not  less  than  seventy  percent.! 

No  one  who  visits  the  locality  can  for  a moment 
doubt,  situated  as  it  is  in  a region  of  singular  ad- 
vantages for  charcoal  and  mining  supplies,  and  at 
no  great  remove  from  the  most  remarkable  channel 
of  inland  water  communication  known,  that  it 
must,  at  a very  early  day,  become  an  iron  producing 
and  manufacturing  region  second  to  no  other  on  the 
face  of  the  globe. 

CHARLES  UPHAM  SHEPARD. 

Charleston,  (S.  C.)  March  8,1838. 


CHEROKEES  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Haywood  county,  ( N . C.)  Oct.  15,  1338- 
Sir:  I perceive  in  your  speech  delivered  in  the 
house  of  representatives  in  May,  18-38,  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  preventing  and  suppres- 
sing Indian  hostillities,  you  make  mention  of  Che- 
rokee Indians  forming  a settlement  in  the  districl 
you  represent,  as  being  Temperate,  orderly,  indus- 
trious, and  peaceable.  I have  been  acquainted  with 
those  Indians  since  the  formation  of  the  settlement 
referred  to,  and  know  your  statement,  as  above 
mentioned,  to  be  correct.  But  as  you  may  be  un- 
acquainted with  the  circumstances  attending  the 
formation  of  that  settlement,  and  w'ith  the  cause  of 
their  becoming  temperate,  I hope  the  following 
statement  in  relation  thereto  may  not  be  unaccept- 
able to  you,  as  the  representative  of  the  district 
in  which  they  reside: 

So  early  as  the  year  1806,  two  deputations  at- 
tended Washington  city  from  the  Cherokee  natives: 
one  from  the  lower  towns,  to  make  known  to  the 
president  their  desire  to  remove  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  pursue  the  hunter’s  life;  the  other  de- 
putation, representing,  in  part,  the  Cherokees  be- 
longing to  the  above  settlement,  to  make  known  to 
the  president  their  desire  to  remain  on  the  lands  of 
their  fathers,  and  become  cultivators  of  the  soil. 
The  president  answered  their  petition  as  follows: 
“The  United  States,  my  children,  are  the  friends  of 
both  parties.  As  far  as  can  be  reasonably  asked, 
they  are  willing  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  both. 
Those  who  remain  may  be  assured  of  our  patronage, 
our  aid  and  good  neighborhood.”  The  treaties 
made  between  the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee 
nation,  in  the  years  1817  and  1819,  made  provision 
for  those  desiring  to  remain,  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
mise of  the  president:  and  they  were  made  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  each  family  was  allowed 
a reservation  of  640  acres  of  land.  The  whites 
claimed  the  same  lands,  under  a purchase  made  of 
the  state.  Suits  were  instituted  in  favor  of  the  In- 
dians, and,  by  our  courts,  were  decided  in  their 
favor,  and  possession  was  surrendered  to  them  by 
the  whites.  Afterwards  they  were  induced  to  sell 
their  reservations  to  the  commissioners  of  the  state, 
and  to  purchase  lands  in  the  white  settlement, 
where  they  now  reside,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
hunting  ground  reserved  to  the  Cherokee  hunters 
by  the  treaties  concluded  with  the  Cherokee  nation 
between  the  years  1790  and  1799;  which  privilege, 
as  a part  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  they  continue  to 
enjoy. 

Until  the  year  1830  they  were  as  intemperate  as 
any  other  Indians  on  our  frontier.  About  that  time 
the  principal  chief  of  the  above  settlement,  by  the 
name  of  Drowning  Bear,  (or  You-na-gus-ka,)  be- 
coming convinced  that  intemperance  would  destroy 
himself  and  people,  determined  to  live  temperately, 
and  persuade  his  people  to  follow  his  example.  I 


was  present  when  he  assembled  them.  On  that 
occasion  he  informed  them  that  he  had  been  .consi- 
dering and  devising  ways  to  promote  tlieir  happi- 
ness in  future.  He  said  he  had  become  convinced 
that  intemperance  was  the  cause  of  the  extermina- 
tion of  the  Indian  tribes  situated  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  whites;  referred  them  to  the  present 
anil  previous  situation  of  the  Catawba  (or  Inctah- 
quo)  Indians,  with  whom  they  were  acquainted,  as 
an  evidence  of  the  injurious  effects  of  intemperance. 
He  directed  his  clerk  to  write  in  the  Indian  lan- 
guage, as  follows:  “The  undersigned  Cherokees, 
belonging  to  the  town  Qualla,  agree  to  abandon  the 
use  of  spirituous  liquors.”  It  was  immediately 
signed  by  the  old  chief,  who  was  followed  by  the 
whole  town. 

He  then  told  them  that  he  had  served  them  up- 
wards of  forty  years,  without  any  pecuniary  consi- 
deration whatever,  his  entire  object  being  to  pro- 
mote their  interest.  He  was  pleased  to  see  that 
they  yet  had  confidence  in  him.  He  would  now 
advise  them  to  remain  where  they  were,  in  the 
state  of  North  Carolina;  a state  he  considered  better 
and  more  friendly  disposed  to  the  red  man  than  any 
other.  That,  should  they  remove  west  they  would 
there  be,  in  a short  time  surrounded  by  the  settle- 
ments of  the  whites,  and  probably  be  included  in 
a state  disposed  to  oppress  them. 

To  the  above  cause  (temperance)  is  to  be  attri- 
buted their  present  state  of  improvement.  The 
time  previously  spent  in  scenes  of  dissipation  is 
now  spent  in  useful  employment.  Each  family  is 
capable  of  reading  the  scriptures  in  their  own  lan- 
guage, manufacturing  their  own  clothing,  and  un- 
derstands farming  and  mechanical  arts  a3  well  as 
their  white  neighbors,  to  whom  they  are  indebted 
for  kind  treatment  and  a friendly  disposition  in  ad- 
vancing them  in  improvement. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  by  a continuance  of  that 
kind  guardianship  exercised  over  them  by  the  state 
of  North  Carolina,  they  will  ere  long  become  a ci- 
vilized community  of  Indians,  and  furnish  an  ex- 
ample of  the  benevolent  policy  of  the  state  towards 
the  few  of  those  unfortunate  people  who  have  taken 
shelter  under  the  protection  of  her  laws. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 
WM.  II.  THOMAS. 

To  hon  James  Graham. 


MR.  MAHAN’S  TRIAL. 

We  copy  the  following  report  of  the  trial  of  Mahan 
from  the  Maysville  Eagle  of  the  21st  inst. 

The  trial  of  the  Rev.  John  B.  Mahan,  for  the  ab- 
duction of  the  slave  of  William  Greathouse,  esq., 
commenced  on  Tuesday  afternoon  of  last  week  in 
the  Mason  circuit  court,  and  terminated  on  Monday. 
It  appeared  from  the  evidence  that  Mahan  slated  to 
the  witness  that,  during  the  month  preceding  his 
indictment,  fifteen  slaves  had  passed  through  his 
hands  on  tlieir  way  from  Kentucky  to  Ohio  or  Cana- 
da— and  that  of  those  fifteen,  two  ofthem  (the  same 
which  are  named  in  the  indictment)  belonged  to 
Mr.  Greathouse:  That  there  was  a chain,  reach- 

ing from  Kentucky  to  Canada,  for  the  purpose  of 
forwarding  fugitive  slaves.  Mahan  further  urged 
the  witness  to  become  one  of  the  links  of  that  chain, 
offering  to  pay  him  for  his  services.  Upon  the  wit- 
ness hesitating,  Mahan  told  him  that  he  need  not 
fear,  for  there  was  a colored  barber  in  Maysville , 
who  sent  him  all  he  could. 

The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  hav- 
ing closed,  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  moved  the 
court  to  exclude  the  whole  of  it  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  jury,  as  wholly  insufficient  and  incompe- 
tent to  prove  the  offence  charged  in  the  indictment. 
Or,  that  the  court  would  instruct  the  jury  that,  in 
the  absence  of  all  evidence  to  prove  that  the  offence 
charged  was  committed  by  the  prisoner  being  per- 
sonally present  in  the  county  of  Mason  at  the 
time  the  offence  was  committed,  he  is  not  legally 
subject  to  conviction  in  this  prosecution.  And  that 
the  court  further  instruct  the  jury,  that  this  court 
ard  jury  have  no  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  if,  from 
the  evidence,  they  are  satisfied  the  prisoner  is  a 
citizen  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  had  not  heen  in 
Kentucky  until  brought  here  by  legal  process  to  an- 
swer to  this  prosecution. 

On  the  jiart  of  the  prosecution,  it  was  contended 
that,  by  the  statute  of  Kentucky  of  1830,  upon 
which  the  prisoner  is  charged,  all  who  are  guilty  of 
the  crime  there  defined,  are  guilty  as  principals — 
that  the  statute  contemplates  none  as  accessories. 
That  the  English  law  is  express  in  assigning  ihe 
jurisdictions  over  principles  to  the  place  where  the 
crime  was  communicated,  and  whose  laws  were 
violated:  That  the  crime  charged  in  the  indictment, 

was  complete  and  consummated  in  Kentucky,  and 
that. her  law's  alone  were  violated:  That  the  juris- 

diction of  Kentucky,  consequently,  attached;  and 
the  evidence  fully  supported  the  indictment.  The 
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motion  on  the  part  of  the  defence  should,  therefore, 
be  over-ruled  by  the  court. 

Judge  Reid  delivered  his  opinion,  in  writing,  on 
Monday  morning,  in  which  he  decided,  substantially, 
that  the  prisoner  had  not  violated  the  criminal  law 
of  Kentucky,  unless  he  aided,  personally,  in  the 
escape  of  the  fugitives  from  Kentucky,  or  was  near 
enough  to  assist  in  case  of  alarm  or  danger.  He 
permitted  the  case,  however,  to  go  to  the  jury,  who 
had  a right  to  judge  of  the  law  and  the  facts, 
with  the  charge  that,  if  they  found  from  the  evi- 
dence the  crime  alleged  was  not  committed  in  Ma- 
son county,  they  should  find  for  the  accused. 

The  jury  retired  a few  minutes,  and  returned  into 
court  with  a verdict  of  “not  guilty. ’’ 

Counsel  for  the  prosecution — Thomas  ¥.  Payne, 
esq  , attorney  for  the  commonwealth;  John  A. 
AT  Clung,  John  D.  Taylor  and  Henry  Waller,  esqrs. 

For  the  prisoner— Hon.  John  Chambers  and  F.  T. 
Chambers,  esq.  Mr.  Vaughan,  a counsellor  from 
Cinciunatti  and  representing  the  state  of  Ohio,  made 
the  opening  speech  in  the  defence. 

The  arguments  of  counsel  displayed  a degree  of 
legal  research  and  close  logical  reasoning,  rarely 
equalled,  and  we  are  sure,  never  surpassed  at  the 
Mason  bar. 

We  are  gratified,  nay,  we  are  proud  to  say,  that 
the  most  perfect  order  and  decorum  prevailed 
throughout  the  trial,  notwithstanding  the  court- 
house was  more  or  less  crowded  from  the  com- 
mencement to  the  termination.  The  position  which 
we  occupied,  enabled  us  to  overlook  the  assembled 
crowd,  and  if  the  countenance  of  man  reflect,  with 
any  degree  of  fidelity,  the  emotions  of  the  heart, 
there  prevailed  no  excitement  of  feeling — no  dispo- 
sition to  stretch  the  law  to  suit  the  particular  case — 
but  a settled  and  anxious  desire  that  the  law,  as  in- 
telligently— understood  and  expounded,  whether  it 
acquit  or  condemn  the  accused,  should  be  enforced. 

Our  fellow-citizens  ol  Ohio  will  perceive,  from 
the  result  oft  his  trial,  taht  there  is  no  disposition  on 
our  part  to  interfere  with  their  right  or  to  encroach 
upon  the  sovereignty  of  their  state.  Have  we  not 
a right  to  ask,  in  return,  that  they  will  frown  down 
the  disposition  manifested,  by  a portion  of  their  citi- 
zens, to  intermeddle  with  our  rights,  by  inciting, 
aiding  and  abetting  the  escape  of  our  slaves,  which 
we  esteem  properly,  and  the  possession  of  which  is 
guaranteed  to  us  by  our  common  constitution? 

A THRILLING  INCIDENT. 

From  the  Buffalo  Commercial. 

Among  the  perilous  scenes  of  the  heavy  gale 
which  caused  such  widespread  disaster  to  our  lake 
shipping  a fortnight  since,  one  has  come  to  our 
knowledge  equalizing  in  interest  the  most  highly 
wrought  tale  of  fiction.  In  that  fearful  night,  the 
steam-boat  Conslitution,  capt.  Appleby,  was  out 
amidst  the  terrors  of  the  gale.  By  the  glimpses 
caught  at  intervals,  when  the  fitful  storm  for 
a moment  broke  away,  the  anxious  and  watchful 
commander  was  made  aware  of  the  critical  situa- 
tion .of  his  boat,  which  was  rapidly  drifting  in — un- 
der the  hurricane  power  of  the  gale,  which  blew 
almost  directly  across  the  lake — toward  a danger- 
ous reef,  from  which  escape  would  have  been  im- 
possible. He  went  directly  to  the  engineer,  and 
ordered  on  “more  steam.”  The  reply  of  the  en- 
gineer was  that  there  was  already  as  much  on  as 
the  boiler  would  safely  bear. 

Again  did  the  captain  seek  the  deck,  tosee  if  his 
laboring  boat  was  making  headway,  and  again  re- 
turned to  the  engine  room.  He  explained  to  the 
engineer  their  hazardous  situation,  and  told  him 
that  all  hope  was  lost,  if  no  more  headway  could  be 
gained — but  left  the  engineer  to  act  his  discretion 
in  the  crisis.  A moment  of  reflection,  and  his  de- 
cision was  made.  Life  or  death  hung  on  the  issue. 
Certain  destruction  awaited  the  boat  and  her  devot- 
ed crew,  in  a few  brief  minutes,  if  she  did  not  gain 
upon  the  driving  storm.  This  might  be  averted  if 
the  boilers — already  crowded  to  a fearful  pressure — 
could  yet  bear  a heavier  strain,  and  that  he  deter- 
mined to  try.  True  the  awful  horrors  of  an  ex- 
plosion were  vividly  before  him— the  mangled 
limbs,  the  scorched  and  iit'eless  bodies,  the  death 
shreiks  and  the  groans  of  the  hapless  victims  were 
before  his  eyes,  and  on  his  ear— the  alternative  was 
a fearful  one,  yet  it  must  be  resGrted  to. 

He  coolly  directed  the  heads  of  two  barrels  of  oli 
to  be  broken  in,  and  the  furnaces  were  rapidly  fed 
with  wood  dipped  in  the  highly  inflammable  liquid 
while  tvvo  men  with  ladles  dashed  the  oil  into  the 
flames.  The  intense  heat  which  these  combusti- 
bles created,  generated  steam  with  the  rapidity  of 
lightening,  and  soon  the  resistless  vapor  forced  up 
the  safety  valve  and  issued  forthwith  tremendous  vio- 
lence, its  sharp  hissing  heard  above  the  wild  uproar 
of  the  waters  and  the  storm.  With  a desperate 
and  determined  courage,  which  equalled  the  most 
daring  heroism  that  the  page  of  history  has  ever 


recorded,  the  engineer  sat  down  upon  the  lever  of 
the  safely  valve,  to  confine  and  raise  the  steam  to 
the  necessary  power  required  to  propel  the  boat 
against  the  drifting  waves!  In  thisawful  situation 
he  calmly  remained,  until  the  prodigious  efforts  of 
the  engine  had  forced  the  constitution  sufficiently 
offshore  to  be  beyond  the  threatened  danger. 

This  intrepid  act  was  not  a rash  and  vain  glori- 
ous attempt  to  gain  the  applause  of  a multitude  by 
a fool  hardy  exposure  of  life,  in  some  racing  ex- 
cursion,— it  was  not  the  deed  of  a drunken  or  a 
reckless  man,  wickedly  heedless  of  the  safety  of 
those  whose  lives  were  perilled — but  it  was  the 
self-possessed  and  determined  courage  of  one  whose 
firmness  is  worthy  of  all  admiration,  We  give  it 
as  it  was,  told  to  us,  as  one  of  those  frequen)  scenes 
of  real  life,  wdiose  actual  realities  are  indeed 
“stranger  than  fiction.” 

. • 

From  the  N.  Y.  Commercial  Advertiser,  Nov.  22. 

CANADIAN  AFFAIRS. 

At  length  wre  have  the  intelligence  for  which  we 
have  been  prepared  ever  since  the  tidings  reached 
us  of  the  mad  and  criminal  attempt  upon  Prescot. 
The  deluded  parties  engaged  in  it  have  received  the 
terrible  reward  of  their  insane  folly. 

Not  one  of  the  instigators  who  projected  the  in- 
vasion was  with  the  deluded  followers  when  the 
catastrophe  took  place. 

“Bill  Johnson”  was  captured  on  the  loth  by  the 
United  States  marshal,  and  taken  on  board  the 
Oneida.  Birge  was  also  captured. 

Mr.  Ellice  and  his  lady,  who  were  made  prisoners 
by  the  rebels  at  Beauharnois,  arrived  at  Albany 
yesterday  morning. 

The  ferry  boat  Paul  Pry,  which  assisted  in  tow- 
ing the  patriot  schooner  to  PreScot,  has  been  seized 
by  the  United  States  marshal,  and  taken  to  Sackett’s 
Harbor. 

The  prisoners  taken  to  Kingston  will  be  tried  by 
court  marshal. 

We  have  a numberof  letters  from  correspondents 
at  various  points  on  the  frontier,  from  which  we  give 
copious  extracts;  as  also  from  the  Canada  and  north- 
ern papers. 

The  following  is  the  official  accountof  the  attack, 
which  we  copy  from  the  Montreal  Courier: 

Prescot,  Nov.  16,  1S3S. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  in- 
formation of  his  excellency  the  commander  of  the 
British  forces,  that  I came  down  here  yesterday  from 
Kingston  with  four  companies  of  the  83d  regiment, 
two  18  pounders,  and  a howitzer,  and  moved  up  from 
the  town  to  a position  about  four  hundred  yards  tram 
the  windmill,  and  adjoining  the  houses  occupied  by 
the  brigands.  They  did  not  move,  or  come  out  of 
the  houses  to  oppose  my  advance.  The  18  poun- 
ders opened  with  good  effect  upon  the  stone  build- 
ings near  the  'mill . Capt.  Sandom,  wdth  two  gun 
boats,  in  which  he  carried  two  18  pounders,  took  up 
a position  below  the  windmill,  which  he  cannon- 
aded, but  not  with  much  affect. 

After  cannonading  these  buildings  for  an  hour  or 
rather  more,  and  observing  the  brigands  to  be  quit- 
ting them,  and  endeavoring  to  escape,  I ordered  the 
troops  to  advance.  Very  little  resistance  was  offer- 
ed by  the  party  occupying  the  windmill,  but  a smart 
fire  was  opened  upon  us  from  the  buildings.  It 
being  dark  before  the  troops  got  round  the  buildings, 
and  the  brigands  in  the  windmill  having  displayed  a 
white  flag,  they  were  summoned  to  surrender  them- 
selves unconditionally,  which  they  did.  Eighty-six 
prisoners  were  immediately  secured,  and  sixteen 
others,  who  were  wounded,  were  removed  from  the 
mill  as  soon  as  conveyances  could  be  found.  A 
large  supply  of  arms,  26  kegs  of  pou  der,  and  3 pieces 
of  ordnance,  tell  into  our  hands. 

Some  of  the  brigands  effected  their  eseape  from 
the  buildings  when  darkness  came  on,  apd  hid  them- 
selves in  the  brushwood  on  the  bank  under  the  mill. 

I directed  the  militia  to  scour  the  bank,  and  several 
prisoners  were  thus  secured.  Among  others  a Pole 
calling  himself  gen.  Fan  Sault,  who,  it  is  under- 
stood, was  the  principal  leader.  All  the  buildings 
adjoining  the  mill  were  destroyed;  but  the  latter  I 
directed  to  be  occupied  by  a company  of  militia, 
and  proposed  that  it  should  continue  to  be  so,  or  en- 
tirely demolished. 

I am  happy  to  say  this  service  was  performed 
with  the  loss  of  one  man  only,  of  the  83d  regi- 
ment. , 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  yonr  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

H.  Dundas, 

Lt.  Col.  83 d regiment,  commandant. 
Capt.  Galdie,  A.  D.  C.  Montreal. 

From  our  correspondent  at  Qgdensburg. 

Saturday  night,  Nov.  17,  1838. 

The  patriots  of  the  mill,  who  number  113  men, 
including  wounded  and  excluding  officers,  surren- 


dered last  evening  about  sundown.  On  the  side  of 
the  British,  the  array  of  men  and  cannon  on  land, 
w ith  gun  boats  and  armed  steamboats  on  the  w ater, 
was  truly  imposing;  and  such  was  the  precision 
with  which  they  shot  at  the  devoted  mil),  as  very 
soon  to  reduce  its  inmates  to  display  the  white  flag. 
It  is  by  some  thought  that  the  flag  bearers  were 
shot;  but  major  Young,  who  commanded  the  militia 
on  this  occasion,  disclaims  it,  and  the  word  of  an 
officer  so  very  humane  and  honorable  will  satisfy 
any  reasonable  person  on  this  point.  We  learn  this 
evening  that  the  number  who  surrendered,  includ- 
ing wounded,  was  122.  The  Cobourg  is  o?i  her 
way  with  them  to  Kingston. 

A Polish  peasant,  as  yet  the  only  “patriot”  who, 
since  their  surrender,  'is  known  lo  have  crossed 
over,  states  that  he  enlisted  in  your  city  to  go  and 
“maintain  the  congress  and  president  of  Canada,” 
in  consideration  of  #8  per  month  and  the  promise 
of  100  acres  of  improved  land. 

And  now.  I trust  that  this  effectual  and  yet  abor- 
tive attempt  at  rallying  the  Upper  Canadians  round 
the  “standard  of  liberty”  will  cause  the  “patriots” 
and  “sympathizers”  to  give  them  up  to  their  own 
notions  about  government. 

The  leaders  of  the  “patriots”  have  at  length  be- 
come obnoxious  in  the  eyes  of  a justly  indignant 
people. 

Bill  Johnson  has  been  taken  by  two  gentlemen, 
whom  he  threatened  to  shoot.  He  is  of:  board  the 
Telegraph,  (one  of  our  government  steamers,) 
which  came  down  this  afternoon. 

This  has  been  to  us  an  eventful  week;  and  the 
sights  we  have  seen,  in  interest,  can  he  equalled 
only  in  awe. 

I have  it  from  the  best  source  of  information,  that 
if  the  “patriots”  are  saved  alive,  they  owe  it  to  the 
British  regulars. 

[The  concluding  statement  is  no  doubt  correct; 
nor  can  we  wonder  that  the  exasperated  militia  and 
volunteers  were  strongly  disposed  to  inflict  summary 
punishmefit  on  the  ruthless  invaders  of  their  coun- 
try, for  the  alarm  and  bloodshed  they  had  caused.] 

Correspondence  of  the  Argus. 

DEFEAT  OF  THE  PATRIOTS  AT  WINDMILL  POINT 
CONFIRMED. 

“ Telegraph  steamboat,  in  servite  of  U.  S. 

“Off  Ogdensburg,  Nov.  15. 

“I  have  just  returned  from  witnessing  the  severe 
conflict  between  the  invading  force  and  the  British 
troops  near  Preseot.  The  former  were  strongly 
posted  in  a stone  windmill  and  several  adjacent 
stone  buildings;  and  in  the  over-confidence  of  their 
position,  rejected,  it  is  said,  offered  services  to  with- 
draw them. 

“About  2 o’clock  to-day,  heavy  floating  batteries 
took  possession,  and  ope’ned  from  the  river  side, 
while  the  British  troops,  regular  and  militia,  enclosed 
them  on  the  land  side.  After  a severe  c-annonadiiur 
and  bombardment,  they  were  driven,  by  shot  and 
shells,  from  their  buildings;  when  an  effort  was 
made  to  escape  into  the  country.  But  here  they 
were  met  by  a heavy  and  rapid  fire;  and  when  the 
snn  went  down,  the  last  shot  probably  told  the  death 
of  the  last  man  of  them. 

“They  were  mostly  young  men  of  Jefferson  coun- 
ty, and  behaved  with  a constancy  and  courage  wor- 
thy of  a better  fate.  But  their  tale  is  told.  ° 

“Of  the  ‘entire  population  ready  to  revolt,’  as 
they  were  taught  to  believe,  three  only  joined  them. 
In  some  instances  the  people,  whose  houses  indivi- 
duals visited  to  instigate  revolt,  seized  upon  them 
and  consigned  them  to  prison;  and  the  militia  fought 
like  devils.  Excepting  a Pole,  by  the  name  of  Van 
Shultz,  their  generals,  colonc-ls,  &c.,  Jo  a man,  aban- 
doned them  before  crossing,  and  now  shrink  from 
the  taunts  of  an  indignant  people. 

It  is  stated  in  several  letters  from  Ogdensburg- 
and  other  adjacent  places,  that  orders  were  given  to 
(lie  Biitish  troops  to  make  no  prisoners,  and  thatall 
the  defenders  of  the  mill  were  slain;  but  this  is  not 
correct.  None  were  killed  except  in  fight,  and  by 
• far  the  larger  portion  were  made  prisoners.  The 
whole  number  conveyed  lo  Kingston,  as  near  as  we 
can  ascertain,  was  from  120  to  130,  including  those 
sent  upon  a previous  day. 

Extract  from  a letter  dated  Ogdensburg,  Nov.  16, 

The  excitement  here  is  tremendous;  (he  utmost 
indignation  prevails  against  the  patriot  officers  and 
leaders.  It  is  a solemn  truth  that  there  was  but 
one  general  officer  in  the  action!  Had  it  not  been 

for  such  cowardly  scoundrels  as  W , J 

B > P > N , and  several  more  such,  this 

result  would  not  have  taken  place.  Their  lives  are 
almost  threatened  by  several  of  our  most  respecta- 
ble citizens,  and  they  may  suffer  vet  from  sending 
innocent  and  brave  mea  where  "they  dare  not  go 
themselves! 
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X1  rum  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

The  following  is  the  official  despatch  of  colonel 
Young,  in  relation  to  the  first  day’s  attack  on  these 
deluded  or  desperate  men,  who  had  invaded  the 
Upper  Province,  near  Prescot,  and  the  official  de- 
spatch of  colonel  Dundas,  detailing  the  capture  of 
the  whole  that  remained  on  the  second  day.  From 
the  former,  it  appears  that  a few  militia  and  ma- 
rines, hastily  collected,  threw  themselves  on  the 
invaders,  who,  instead  of  gaining  “a  victory”  as 
the  Ogdensburg  paper  proclaimed,  were  driven  into 
the  s^one  defences,  and  lost  102  prisoners.  Here 
they  were  pent  up  until  the  regular  troops  and  the 
artillery  arrived,  and  “the  most  splendid  battle,”  on 
the  last  day,  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Doty,  from  Ogdens- 
burg, appears  to  have  been  nothing  more  than  the 
fire  from  two  eighteen  pounders  0:1  the  windmill, 
which  compelled  them  all  to  surrender,  and  that, 
instead  of  being  “all  or  nearly  all  murdered,”  they 
were  made  prisoners,  and  marched  off  to  Prescot. 

We  indulge  the  hope  that  the  events  of  the  last 
few  days  will  convince  our  citizens  on  the  lines  of 
two  things.  The  one  is,  that  the  people  of  the 
Canadas  are  not  desirous  of  the  change  they  would 
bring  them;  and  the  other  is,  that,  in  allowing  them- 
selves to  be  carried  away  by  the  instigations  of  a 
few  bankrupt  vagabonds  from  Canada,  they  are  not 
only  guilty  of  a great  direliction  of  duty  to  their 
own  country,  but  are  walking  in  the  path  which 
leads  to  destruction  and  death. 

Prescot,  Nov.  14,  1833. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  Ihe  12th  in- 
stantant,  I beg  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his 
excellency  the  commander  of  the  forces,  that  cap- 
tain Sandorn,  commanding  the  royal  navy  in  Upper 
Canada,  having  arrived  from  Kingston  at  two 
o’clock  yesterday  morning,  in  the  armed  steamboat 
Victoria,  accompanied  by  the  steamboat  Cobourg, 
a combined  attack  upon  Ihe  enemy’s  position  near 
Johnstown  was  decided  upon.  1,  accordingly, 
moved  off  in  two  columns,  at  a quarter  before  seven 
A.  M.  The  left,  destined  to  turn  the  enemy’s  right, 
was  led  by  colonel  D.  Fraser,  and  was  composed  of 
30  men  of  the  royal  marines,  captain  George 
Macdonnell’s  company  of  L.  G.  Highlanders,  cap- 
tains  Jone’s  and  Fraser’s  companies  of  S2d  regi- 
ment Greenville  militia,  and  one  hundred  men  of 
of  colonel  Martle’s  regiment  of  Storment  militia. 
The  right  column  was  led  by  lieutenant  colonel 
Gowan,  of  the  queen’s  borderers,  and  was  com- 
posed of  44  men  of  the  S3d  regiment,  and  150  of 
the  Queen’s  borderers,  and  100  of  colonel  Martle’s 
regiment.  The  enemy  was  strongly  posted  behind 
stone  walls,  on  rising  ground;  but  the  intrepidity 
of  the  troops  overcame  these  obstacles,  and  in  an 
hour  they  were  driven  into  a windmill  and  stone 
house  adjacent. 

The  former  is  particularly  strong,  and  finding, 
after  a constant  fire  of  some  hours  from  the  armed 
steamboats  and  of  musketry,  that  no  impression 
could  be  made  on  the  building,  I considered  it  more 
prudent,  in  order  to  avoid  a further  risk-of  life,  to 
draw  off  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  at  three  P. 
M.  leaving  strong  piquets  to  prevent  the  escape  of 
those  in  the  buildings,  until  the  assistance  of  heavy 
guns  could  be  procured.  In  this  affair  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  regular  troops,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  militia,  evinced  the  characteristic  firmness  of 
British  soldiers.  The  rifle  fire  of  the  enemy  was_ 
particularly  true  and  steady.  I have  not  yet  re- 
ceived the  returns  of  killed  and  wounded;  but  I 
regret  to  say  that  the  loss  was  severe.  Lieutenant 
Johnson,  of  the  83d  regiment,  a most  gallant  offi- 
cer was  killed,  and  lieutenant  Parker  of  the  royal 
marines,  a young  officer  of  great  promise,  was  shot 
through  the  arm.  Lieutenant  Dulmage,  of  the  1st 
regiment  Grenville,  was  killed,  with  the  advance  of 
the  left  column,  and  lieutenant  Parlow,  of  the  2d 
Dunda,  and  ensign  Ivlacdonnell,  of  the  loyal  Glen- 
garry Highlanders,  were  wounded,  also  in  advance. 
The  killed  and  wounded,  of  all  ranks,  are  com- 
puted at  forty  five;  few  of  the  former  are,  however, 
in  the  number,  and  many  of  the  latter  are  not  in 
danger.  The  loss  of  theenemy,  especially  in  officers 
of  note,  was  great.  Generals  Brown  and  Philips 
were  killed,  and  thirty-two  prisoners  were  taken. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  me  to  have  it  in  my  pow- 
er to  report  the  zeal  with  which  the_  miiitia  of  the 
district  rallied  on  the  first  sound  of  invasion  round 
the  standard  of  their  country,  as  well  as  their  perse- 
verance in  the  various  duties  required  from  them. 

I feel  much  indebted  to  captain  Sandom,  It.  N. 

for  his  zealous  and  efficient  co-operation.  On  Mon- 
day, lieutenant  Fowle,  in  charge  of  the  armed 
steamboat  Experiment,  particularly  distinguished 
himself  by  his  exertions  to  destroy,  in  front  oi  this 
town,  a large  steam  vessel  and  two  schooners,  in 
possession  of  the  patriots. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &.C. 

Plomer  Young,  Col.  particular  service. 


P.  S.  I do  not  imagine  the  buildings  will  be 
tenable  long  after  the  guns  are  placed  in  position. 

Captain  Goldie,  A.  D.  C.  &c.  &c. 

MURDER  OF  CAPTAIN  USHER. 

The  report  of  this  shocking  event,  which  we  co- 
pied-from  the  Buffalo  papers  the  other  day,  is  con 
firmed  in  the  followingstateinent  from  the  Coburgh 
Star. 

Assassination.  We  have  this  week  to  record  one 
of  the  most  diabolical  outrages  ever  perpetrated  in 
this  country — a deed  of  blood  which  has  impressed 
the  whole  country  with  a feeling  of  horror  and  in- 
dignation. The  particulars,  so  far  as  we  have 
learned  them,  are  as  follows: 

About  two  o’clock  this  morning,  three  men  went 
to  the  house  of  Mr.  Taylor,  on  the  Fort  Erie  road 
from  Chipjmwa,  a few-  miles  above  the  latter  place 
and  demaiiaed  admittance.  On  Mr.  Taylor  open- 
ing the  door,  they  ordered  him  on  pain  of  death  to 
deliver  up  his  money,  saying  they  wanted  five 
hundred  dollars,  that  they  knew  he  had  it,  and  he 
must  give  it.  He  told  them  he  had  no  money. 
They  then  commanded  him  to  accompany  them  to 
Mr.  Edgeworth  Usher’s,  who  lived  a little  further 
down  Ihe  river  with  whom  they  had  some  business. 

He  showed  them  the  house,  but  refused  to  go 
with  them;  upon  which  they  threatened  to  murder 
him  and  burn  his  house;  they  accordingly  did  fire 
the  house  in  two  or  three  places,  but  the  fire  was 
soon  extinguished.  Yielding  to  compulsion,  he  at 
last  went  with  them;  and  on  their  way  clown,  they 
stopped  at  Mr.  Dobie’s,  and  compelled  Mr.  Taylor 
to  call  him  up.  On  their  gaining  admittance  they 
forced  Mr.  D.  to  give  them  what  money  he  had  by 
him,  (tour  or  five  dollars.)  They  then  departed, 
still  taking  Mr.  Taylor  with  them.  Mi . Miller’s  was 
visited  in  the  same  way,  but  they  got  no  money. 
On  arriving  at  Mr.  Usher’s  they,  as  in  the  previous 
instance,  forced  Mr.  Taylor  to  call  no  doubt  with  a 
view  of  insuring  an  entrance,  being  aware  that  his 
voice  would  be  recognized  by  the  family  within. 

Mr.  Usher  being  roused,  came  to  the  door,  and 
asked  Mr.  Taylor  what  be  wanted,  but  he  durst  not 
tell  him,  having  been  warned  that  if  he  did  so,  he 
would  be  immediately  shot,  and  that  if  any  resist- 
ance were  offered,  there  were  fifty  men  in  arms 
within  cali.  Mr.  U.  was  at  length  prevailed  upon- 
to  open  the  door,  he  at  the  same  time  having  a can- 
dle in  bis  hand;  but  on  seeing  armed  men  he  imme- 
diately shut  it  again;  upon  which  one  of  Ihe  mis- 
creants fired  at  him  through  a slip  of  glass  at  the 
side  of  the  door.  The  ill-fated  gentlemen  received 
the  ball  in  his  body,  and  died  in  about  an  hour. 
The  ruffians  then  left  the  scene  of  blood,  and  after 
compelling  Mr.  Taylor  to  accompany  them  a con- 
siderable way  beyond  his  own  house,  they  dismiss- 
ed him,  betaking  themselves  to  the  woods. 

Mr.  Usher  was  a gentlemen  very  highly  respect- 
ed by  all  who  knew  him;  and  his  circle  of  friends 
was  extensive.  He  was  a zealous  loyalist,  and 
very  active  last  winter  as  captain  in  the  miliiia, 
when  Navy  island,  which  is  just  opposite  his  house, 
was  occupied  by  the  American  pirates.  He  was 
one  of  the  persons  against  whom  the  grand  jury  of- 
Niagara  county,  N.  Y.,  found  a bill  of  indictment 
for  being  engaged  in  the  capture  of  the  piratical 
steamboat  Caroline.  He  had  left  a widow  and 
young  family  to  mourn  his  premature  death. 

Mr.  Usher  had  received  repeating  warnings  that 
he  was  a marked  man.  So  late  as  the  day  before 
his  death,  he  was  in  this  town,  and  communicated 
to  Mr.  M’Leod,  the  deputy  (sheriff,  that  a man  from 
Tonawanda  had  told  him  t hat  he  Mr.  U.,Mr.  McL. 
and  some  others  were  proscribed. 

Messrs.  Papineu  and  Nelson.  These  gentlemen 
(Wolford  Nelson)  are  now  in  the  city.  Mr.  Papi- 
neau,  it  is  stated,  is  opposed  to  the  late  movements 
in  the  U.  S.  intented  lor  the  Canadians.  [A'.  Y.  E. 

The  following  letter  (o  governor  Marcy,  gives 
the  particulars  of  the  capture  of  the  notorious  Bill 
Johnson: 

Ogdensburg,  Nov.  IS. 

To  his  excellency  gov.  Marcy: 

William  Johnson  was  yesterday  arrested  by  Chas. 
T.  Burvvell  and  A.  B.  James,  a few  miles  above 
Ogdensburgh.  He  was  traced  and  found ‘in  (he 
woods  by  Mr.  B.,  and  driven  from  bis  covert  towards 
a bay  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  where  his  son  lay 
in  waiting  for  him  with  a row-boat,  ready  to  convey 
him  away. 

Mr.  Jamps,  however,  had  got  young  Johnson 
ashore,  taking  possession  of  his  boat,  and  secreted 
his  oars  so  as  not  lo  allow  a chance  of  escape.  Old 
‘Bill’  rushed  down  to  the  river,  closely  pursued  by 
Burwell,  where  he  was  met  by  James.  He  called 
aloud,  ‘my  boat,’  ‘my  boat1’  He  was  ordered  by 
Mr.  J.  to  surrender,  but  he  declared  he  would  never 
do  so  while  alive. 


He  had  a pistol  in  each  hand,  and  swore  that  he 
would  sooner  die  than  be  taken,  and  threatened  to 
shoot  the  first  man  that  approached  him.  James  and 
Burwell  attempted  lo  seize  him,  took  hoJd  of  him 
several  times,  but  he  broke  from  them  and  retreated. 
His  son  advise'd  him  to  flee  to  the  woods,  that  he 
would  help  him  away  if  in  his  power,  but  that  his 
boat  and  oars  had  been  taken  from  him,  and  he  had 
no  means  of  giving  him  assistance.  Johnson  then 
attempted  to  escape  to  the  woods,  but  was  prevent- 
ed; and  when  he  saw  there  was  no  chance  of  escape, 
he  came  to  a halt,  and  offered  to  surrender  if  his 
pursuers  would  allow  his  son  to  Jjave  his  arms.  They 
replied  that  they  did  not  seek  his  arms,  hut  his  per- 
son. After  a parley,  considerable  delay,  and  a vast 
deal  of  threatening,  he  gave  lo  his  son  a Cochran 
rifle  (12  discharges)  and  two  large  rifle  pistols,  and 
then  started  with  B.  and  J.  for  Ogdensburgh,  still, 
however,  retaining  four  small  pistols  and  a large 
bowie  lcnile,  but  which,  in  (he  course  of  a few  min- 
utes, he  also  gave  to  his  son.  They  had  proceeded 
about  one  third  of  a mile,  wflien  they  were  met  by  a 
file  of  U.  S.  soldiers,  a deputy  sheriff  from  Jefferson, 
and  a deputy  U.  S.  marshal,  to  whom  Johnson  was 
delivered,  and  conveyed  on  board  the  steamboat  in 
the  employ  of  government,  under  col.  Worth.” 
[Thence,  as  will  be  seen  by  accounts  from  Oswego, 
Sackett’s  Harbor,  &c.,  he  was  conveyed  to  prison  in 
Jefferson  county.] 

It  appears  that  at  a public  meeting  held  at  Os- 
wego, N.  Y.  on  the  18th  ultimo  the  following  re- 
solution was  passed: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  consisting  of  nine 
be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  drait  a petition  and 
cause  it  to  be  presented  to  the  Canadian  authorities, 
praying  the  release  of  our  unfortunate  fellow- citi- 
zens who  were  taken  prisoners  at  the  late  battle  at 
Prescott. 

Whereupon  the  chair  named  the  following  gen- 
tlemen as  such  committee,  viz:  P.  C.  Wright, 
John  Cochran,  Henry  Fitzbugb,  Francis  Rood,  D. 
Harmon,  jc.,  M.  P.  Hatch,  S.  Hawley,  J.  W.  Tur- 
ner, and  L.  Sioklcs. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  on  the  following  day, 
the  committee  reported,  “that  it  was  net  only  inju- 
dicious but  would  prove  wholly  ineffectual  lo  peti- 
tion the  authorities  of  Upper  Canada  for  any  lenity 
to  the  captured  patriots,  who,  although  the  mis- 
guided and  deceived  victims,  of  designing  men, 
were  yet  entitled  to  the  sympathies  of  the  meeting.” 
With  this  view  of  the  matter  the  committee  recom- 
mended that  a depulation  of  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants be  formed,  and  that  the  w hole  matter,  be  left 
to  their  discretion.  Eight  gentlemen  were  there- 
upon appointed,  and  the  meeting  adjourned  sine  die. 


The  Kingston  Upper  Canada  Chronicle  states 
that  the  loss  of  the  patriots  in  the  two  affairs  at 
Prescott,  was  as  follows: 

Killed  on  the  13th,  67 

Left  dead  on  the  field  on  Friday  night,  35 


Total  killed,  102 

Prisoners  taken  on  Tuesday  and  sent  to  Fort 
Henry,  20 

Surrendered  unconditionally  on  Friday,  132 

Total  prisoners,  152 


The  following  is  a lir-t  of  the  prisoners  who  were 
in  confinement  at  Fort  Henry  on  the  16th  ultimo 
It  will  be  seen  that  a majority  of  them  are  citizens 
of  the  United  States: 

Ernest  Berius,  From  Cracow,  Poland 

Jean  O’Koyinsky,  do.  do. 

HiiamLoop,  Oswego  county 

Nelson  Griggs,  Onondaga 

Nelson  Crucax,  Antwerp,  Jefferson  county 

Truman  Shipman,  of  Morristown,  St.  Lawrence 
James  Cummins,  Augusta,  near  Prescott 

Martin  Van  Slyk,  Watertown,  Jefferson  c’ty 

D.  S.  Powers,  Brownsville,  do. 


Cornelius  Goodrich, 
Andrew  Richards, 
Justice  Miram, 
Hosea  Wilkie, 
Chaunrey  Mathers, 
William  O’Neill, 
David  Field, 

Aaron  Deeper, 
Thomas  Sackton, 
Joseph  Leluen, 
George  F.  Brown, 
Samuel  Livingston, 
Foster  Martin, 

John  Thompson, 
Timothy  P.  Rawson, 
Samuel  Austin, 
William  Gales, 
Charles  Smith, 
Daniel  George, 


Slyney,  Onondaga  county 
Hammond’s,  Browns  c’ty 
Halrnand  co.  Northumb’d 
Orleans,  Jefferson  co. 
Slyney,  Onondaga  c’ty 
Alexandria,  Jefferson  c’ty 
Granby,  Oswego  county 
Alexandria,  Jefferson  c’ly 
Fell’s  Mills  do. 

Cape  Vincent  do. 

Le  Roy,  do. 

Lisbon,  St.  Lawrence  co. 
Oxbow,  Antwerp,  Jeff.  co. 
from  near  Hexham,  Engl’d 
Alexandria,  Jefferson  c’ly 
do.  do. 

Lyme,  do. 

do. 

do.  stated  to 
be  a paymaster  of  the  rebeD, 
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John  M.  Jones,  Philadelphia,  Jeff.  co. 

Patrick  White,  Rathkeale  county  Limerick, 

emigrated  six  years  ago. 

From,  the  Washington  Globe  of  the  24th  ult 
“We  are  happy  to  haye  it  in  our' power  to  state 
that  the  commanding  officer  of  her  Rri.tanic  Ma- 
jesty’s forces  near  Cornwall,  Upper  Canada,  col. 
O.  B.  Tamer,  as  soon  as  he  was  informed  by  col. 
Worth  that  our  steamboat,  Telegraph,  while  de- 
scending the  St.  Lawrence,  conveying  a detachment 
of  our  regular  soldiers,  had  been  fired  upon  by  a 
party  ol  British  troops,  despatched  the  hon.  colonel 
Vaukonghnet  with  a note  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  our  troops  at  French  Mills  to  explain  the  circum- 
stance, stating  that  a few  raw  militia  soldiers  had 
been  sent  out  by  him  to  watch  the  movements  ol 
the  boats,  with  orders  to  conceal  themselves  as 
much  as  possible,  and  on  no  account  to  lire  a shot, 
and  expressing  his  enl ire  regret  at  the  circumstance; 
more  particularly  at  hearing  that  a soldier  had  been 
wounded.” 

Suitable  measures  are  being  taken  by  the  nation- 
al executive  to  maintain  the  national  neutrality 
along  the  Michigan  border,  and  to  prevent  the  re- 
currence of  disturbances  in  that  quarter  during  the 
coming  winter.  The  command  of  the  U.  S.  troops 
quartered  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit  is  entrusted  to 
major  Paine,  who  together  with  the  officers  asso- 
ciated with  him,  will  employ  the  most  energetic 
measures  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects 
confided  to  them.  Some  fifteen  thousand  stand  of 
arms  are  now  in  the  U.  S.  arsenal  at  Dearbornville. 

Movements  in  Michigan.  The  fact  that  citizens  of 
the  United  States — regardless  alike  of  their  duty  to 
their  own  country,  and  of  their  obligations  to  a na- 
tion with  whom  that  country  is  at  peace — are  aid- 
ing the  revolt  in  Canada,  is  likely  to  receive  a fur- 
ther confirmation  of  its  truth  on  the  Michigan  fron- 
tier. We. learn  from  the  Detroit  Daily  Advertiser 
that  gen.  Brady,  accompanied  by  a detachment  of 
United  States  troops,  left  that  city  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  19th  instant,  on  board  the  steamboat  Illinois, 
for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  one  or  two  steam- 
boats that  are  supposed  to  be  in  the  employment  of 
the  “patriot”  forces,  and  which,  it  is  said,  were  to 
leave  Cieaveland  on  the  19th  or  20th,  with  the  view' 
of  rendezvousing  at  some  point  below'  Detroit,  pre- 
paratory to  making  a landing  on  the  Canadian  shore. 

The  Advertiser  adds — “From  information  which 
has  come  to  our  knowledge,  we  are  inclined  to 
think  that  the  plans  of  the  insurgents  are  deeply 
laid — that  they  have  large  resources  to  draw  upon, 
and  that  there  are  many  disaffected  persons  in  Ca- 
nada who  are  aiding  them.  We  hope  and  trust 
that  the  officers,  civil  and  military,  of  our  govern- 
ment w'ill  carry  out  the  instructions  of  president 
Van  Buren,  touching  our  neutral  relations,  and  use 
every  proper  effort  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
tumult  and  disorder,  which  so  unhappily  disturbed 
this  frontier  last  winter.  Public  opinion  now  de- 
mands of  every  officer  the  prompt  and  energetic 
discharge  of  his  duty.  We  shall  see  whether  those 
to  whom  is  entrusted  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
have  the  moral  courage  and  firmness  to  act  in  good 
faith  at  this  crisis,  or  whether  they  will  clandes- 
tinely aid  and  abet  a party,  whose  movements  are 
calculated  to  destroy  our  neutral  relations,  and  im- 
pair our  honor  and  high  standing  as  a nation.” 

Head  Quarters,  7th  military  dep’t, 
Detroit,  Nov.  7,  1838. 

Order  No.  5. 

Brigadier  gen.  Brady'  assumes  the  direction  of 
affairs  over  the  United  States  troops  stationed 
within  the  district  of  country  assigned  to  his  com- 
mand in  general  order  No.  9. 

All  officers  in  command  of  battalions  or  posts, 
will,  in  addition  to  their  present  duty  aid  the  civil 
authority  in  enforcing  the  laws  of  the  country,  and 
keeping  inviolate  our  neutrality  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Grea:  Britain. 

Cal.  Bankhead,  nowon  duty  on  the  Niagara 
frontier,  is  charged  with  the  direction  of  atfairs  as 
far  east  as  to  include  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

The  four  companies  of  the  2d  artillery,  stationed 
on  the  Detroit  frontier,  will  be  considered  as  a bat- 
talion under  the  command  of  major  Payne  of  the 
same  regiment — head  quarters  Detroit. 

These  field  officers  will  at  all  times  keep  the 
commander  of  the  department  fully  advised  of  every 
thing  of  note  that  may  come  within  their  know- 
ledge in  any  way  connected  with  the  disturbed  state 
of  affairs  along  our  frontier. 

Brig.  gen.  Brady,  commander. 

The  “Globe”  ofFriday  last,  on  publishing  the  ex- 
tract from  a letter  of  col.  Worth,  inserted  in  the 
‘Register’-of  the  following  day,  said — 


“It  will  be  seen  that  our  misguided  countrymen, 
who  invaded  Canada  at  Prescott,  have  been  cut  up 
and  destroyed.  It  appears  that  they  were  attacked 
by  the  very  people  whom  they  were  told  claimed 
their  sj'inpathy  and  assistance,  and  who,  on  the 
contrary',  regarded  them  as  pirates  and  robbers. 
What  a w'eight  of  responsibility  rests  upon  the  re- 
fugees from  Canada  and  their  abettors  in  this  coun- 
try who  seek  to  excite  the  young  and  inexperienced 
of  our  people,  and  to  urge  them  to  deeds  which  can 
only  lead  to  their  own  certain  destruction,  and 
which  so  seriously  affect  the  peace  and  honor  of 
their  own  oountry!  We  hope  this  will  be  the  last 
acl  of  outrage  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  record, 
and  that  our  people  will  become  convinced  of  the 
utter  hopelessness  of  succeeding  in  such  inroads 
upon  the  territory  of  a friendly  power,  as  well  as  of 
the  wickedness  of  such  attempts,  and  the  lasting 
opprobrium  which  attaches  to  them;  and  will  in- 
dignantly frown  upon  the  efforts  of  those  who  seek 
to  deceive  and  mislead  them.” 

The  New  York  Herald  says  that  the  reason  L,ord 
Durham  did  not  come  into  the  United  States  on  his 
way  to  England,  was  that  the  patriots  he  had  ban- 
ished to  Bermuda  and  elsewhere  meant  to  arrest  him 
in  New  York,  on  suits  for  damages  of  $100,000. 
Application  was  made  to  chancellor  Kent,  as  to  the 
legality  of  such  a process  in  New  York.  A reply 
was  given,  that,  not  only  lord  Durham,  but  all  those 
who  signed  the  deportation  act,  could  be  arrested 
here  under  our  laws. 

LOWER  CANADA. 

We  have  the  Montreal  papers  of  Wednesday,  but 
they  contain  nothing  of  interest  to  our  readers.  We 
have  also  a letter  from  an  esteemed  correspondent 
in  Montreal,  from  which  we  make  the  following  ex- 
tracts: 

“I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  rebellion  is  entirely 
suppressed  in  Lower'Canada.  The  rising  was  much 
more  extensive  than  that  of  last  winter,  but  the 
principal  leaders  seem  to  have  kept  themselves  care- 
fully in  the  back  ground,  that  in  the  event  of  failure 
they  might  be  safe,  whatever  should  be  the  lot  of 
their  followers. 

“Sir  John  Colborne  is  of  opinion  that  he  has 
strength  enouglqfor  any  thing  that  may  cpme  against 
us  in  either  province  Two  additional  regiments, 
the  11th  and  23d,  are  on  their  way  by  water  to 
Quebec  from  Halifax.  The  volunteers  have  turned 
out  well.  We  can  spare  a few  more  regiments  from 
this  province  for  Upper  Canada,  if  they  should  be 
needed. 

“There  are  about  600  prisoners  in  our  jail,  nearly 
all  of  whom  w'ere  taken  in  arms.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  many  will  be  executed. 

“You  know  the  hon.  . a very  respectable 

Canadian.  I heard  him  say  yesterday,  that  sir  John 
Colborne  ought  to  hang  ten  or  twelve  leaders  in 
each  rebel  parish.  Thus,  he  said>«te'*he  only  way 
to  put  down  rebellion,  and  if  it  is  not  done  we  shall 
have  a new  one  every  winter.  He  said  they  ought 
to  be  hung  in  the  parishes  where  I hey  have  been 
stirring  up  revolt,  and  their  bodies  be  left  suspended 
some  weeks.  This,  he  thought,  is  the  only  effec- 
tual wayr  of  suppressing  rebellion.  The  habitants 
have  no  moral  principle  to  w'ork  upon;  fear  is  the 
only  thing  that  will  have  any  effect  upon  them. 

“The  prisoners  in  jail  are  living  in  great  comfort. 
They  are  allowed  candle-light  all  night,  and  many 
of  them  pass  almost  the  whole  night  in  playing 
cards.”  [N.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

We  learn  from  the  Oswego  Palladum  that  an  ad- 
journed meeting  of  the  citizens  of  that  place  was 
held  on  Tuesday,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
report  of  a previously  appointed  committee  on  the 
propriety  of  petitioning  the  Canadian  authorities 
for  the  release  of  the  American  prisoners  captured 
at  Windmill  Point. 

The  committee  reported:  “That  upon  mature 

deliberation,  and  having  carefully  considered  the 
present  state  of  affairs  in  regard  to  the  revolu- 
tionary movements  in  Canada,  and  the  sympa- 
thies, awakened  to  the  great  extent  of  our  citizens, 
it  is  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  not  only  inju- 
dicious, but  would  prove  wholly  ineffectual  to  peti- 
tion the  authorities  of  Upper  Canada  for  the  release 
of  ortr  fellow  citizens,  the  prisoners  taken  at  Pres- 
cot, who,  though  the  misguided  and  deceived  vic- 
tims of  the  scenes  of  visionary  and  designing  men, 
are  dear  to  us,  and  are  entitled  to  our  warmest  sym- 
pathies. They  are  bound  to  us  by  all  the  tender 
ties  of  humanity,  as  citizens  of  our  free  and  happy 
country — and  no  means  to  afford  them  relief  should 
be  leftuntried,  which  can  be  adopted  by  us  consis- 
tently with  our  duty  to  our  own  country.  With 
these  views  the  committee  have  thought  proper  to 
appoint-  the  following  gentlemen  from  the  most  re- 
spectable and  influential  in  the  community,  to  lay 
the  matter  before  the  Canadian  authorities,  either  in 


person  or  m such  manner  as  they  may  deem  expe- 
dient, and  use  their  best  efforts  to  obtain  the  release 
of  our  fellow  citizens.  The  whole  matter  is  left  to 
the  discretion  of  those  gentlemen  who  will  give  it 
immediate  attention,  viz: 

George  H.  McWhorter,  Henry  Fitzhugh,  Alvin 
Bronson,  James  Platt,  Joseph  Hunt,  T.  S.  Morgan, 
Joel  Turrill. 

From  the  Quebec  Gazette  of  Monday. 

The  steamer  British  America,  which  arrived  yes- 
terday. brought  down  24  prisoners,  among  whom 
were  J.  G.  Parker  and  Chandler,  of  Upper  Canada. 

We  understand  that  the  bark  Captain  Ross,  Mor- 
ton, the  only  vessel  in  port  to  clear,  has  been  en- 
gaged to  convey  to  England  the  convicts  brought 
down  by  the  British  America  yesterday,  together 
with  those  in  the  citadel,  and  that  they  will  embark 
on  Wednesday  next. 


LETTER  FROM  EX-PRESIDENT  ADAMS. 

Washington,  22 d June,  1833. 

Gentlemen:  I have  no  words  to  express  my 
gratitude  tor  the  kind  feelings  and  more  than  friend- 
ly estimate  of  my  character  contained  in  your  letter 
of  the  9th  inst.,  and  am  not  less  at  a loss  lor  lan- 
guage to  utter  the  humiliation  of  a deep  conviction 
how  little  your  panegyric  has  been  deserved. 

Were  it  even  so  far  deserved  that  I could  feel  my- 
self qualified  to  give  you  the  advice  which  you  de- 
sire, it  would  afford  me  the  most  heartfelt  pleasure 
to  give  it,  but  situated  in  life  as  you  represent  your- 
selves to  be,  I could  scarcely  name  any  list  of 
books,  or  of  authors  which  I could  recommend  as 
equally  worthy  of  attention  to  you  all.  The  first, 
and  almost  the  only  book  deserving  such  universal 
recommendation,  is  the  Bible — and  in  recommend- 
ing that,  I fear  that  some  of  you  will  think  1 am 
performing  a superfluous,  and  others  a very  uhne- 
cessary  office — yet  such  is  my  deliberate  opinion. 
The  Bible  is  the  book  of  all  others  to  be  read  at  all 
ages  and  in  all  conditions  of  human  life; — not  to  be 
read  once  or  twice  or  thrice  through,  and  then  to 
be  laid  aside;  but  to  be  read  in  small  portions  of  one 
or  two  chapters,  every  day,  and  never  to  be  inter- 
mitted, unless  by  some  overruling  necessity. 

This  attentive  and  repeated  reading  of  the  bible, 
in  small  portions  every  day,  leads  the  mind  to  ha- 
bitual meditation  upon  subjects  of  the  highest  in- 
terest to  the  welfare  of  the  individual  in  this  world, 
as  well  as  to  prepare  him  for  that  hereafter  to  w hich 
we  are  all  destined.  It  furnishes  rules  of  conduct 
lor  our  conduct  towards  others  in  our  social  rela- 
tions. In  the  commandments  delivered  from  Sinai, 
in  the  inimitable  sublimity  of  the  Psalms  and  of  the 
Prophets,  in  the  profound  and  concentrated  obser- 
vations upon  human  life  and  manners  embodied  in 
the  Pre  verbs  of  Solomon,  in  the  philosophical  alle- 
gory so  beautifully  set  forth  in  the  narrative  of 
facts,  wffiether  real  or  imaginary,  of  the  Book  of  Job, 
an  active  mind  cannot  peruse  a single  chapter  and 
lay  the  book  aside  to  think,  and  take  it  up  again 
to-morrow,  without  finding  in  it  advice  for  our  own 
conduct,  which  we  may  turn  to  useful  account  in 
the  progress  of  our  daiiy  pilgrimage  upon  earth — 
and  when  we  pass  from’  the  Old  Testiment  to  the 
New,  we  meet  at  once  a system  of  universal  moral- 
ity founded  upon  one  precept  of  univeral  applica- 
tion, pointing  us  to  peace  and  good  will  towards 
the  whole  race  of  man  for  this  life,  and  to  peace 
with  God,  and  an  ever  blessed  existence  hereafter. 

My  friends,  if  all  or  any  of  you  have  spiritual 
pastors  to  guide  you  in  the  paths  of  salvation,  do 
not  imagine  that  I am  encroaching  upon  the  field  of 
of  thr-ir  appropriate  services;  I speak  as  a man  of 
the  world  to  men  of  the  world,  and  I say  to  you 
search  the  scriptures!  If  ever  you  fire  of  them  in 
seeking  for  a rule  of  faith  and  a standard  of  morals, 
search  them  as  records  of  history.  General  and 
compendious  history  is  one  of  the'fountains  of  hu- 
man knowledge  to  which  you  should  all  resort  with 
steady  and  persevering  pursuit.  The  Bible  con- 
tains the  only  authentic  introduction  to  the  history 
of  the  world;  and  in  storing  your  minds  with  the 
facts  of  this  history,  you  will  immediately  perceive 
the  need  of  assistance  from  geography  and  chro- 
nology. These  assistances  you  may  find  in  many  of 
the  Bibles  published  with  commentaries,  and  you 
can  have  no  difficulty  in  procuring  them.  Ac- 
quaint yourselves  with  the  chronology  and  geonra- 
phy  of  the  Bible — thal  will  lead  you  to  a general 
knowledge  of  chronology  and  of  geography,  an- 
cient and  modern,  and  these  wilt  open  tcTyou  an  in- 
exhaustible fountain  of  knowledge,  respecting  the 
globe  which  you  inhabit,  and  respecting  the'  race 
of  man,  its  inhabitant,  to  which  you  yourselves  be- 
long. You  may  pursue  these  inquiries  just  so  far 
as  your  time  and  inclination  will  permit.  Give 
one  hour  of  mental  application  (for  you  must  not 
read  without  thinking,  or  you  will  read  to  little 
purpose,— give  an  hour  of  joint  reading  and  thought 
to  the  chronology,  and  one  to  the  geography  of  the 


220 


NILES’ NATIONAL  REGISTER— DEC.  1,  1838— ARMY  AND  NAVY  INTELLIGENCE. 


Bible,  •and  if  it  introduces  you  to  too  hard  a study, 
stop  there.  Even  for  those  two  hours,  you  will 
ever  after  read  the  Bible,  and  any  other  history, 
with  more  fruit — -more  intelligence — more  satisfac- 
tion. But,  if  those  two  hours  excite  your  curiosity, 
and  tempt  you  to  devote  part  of  an  hour  every  day 
for  a year  or  years,  to  study  thoroughly  the  chrono- 
logy and  geography  of  the  Bible,  it  will  not  only 
lead  you  far  deeper  than  you  will  otherwise  ever 
penetrate  into  the  knowledge  of  the  book,  but  it  will 
spread  floods  of  light  upon  every  step  you  shall 
ever  afterwards  take  in  acquiring  the  knowledge  of 
profane  history,  and  upon  the  local  habitation  of 
every  tribe  of  man,  and  upon  the  name  of  every  na- 
tion into  which  the  children  of  Adam  have  been 
divided. 

There  are  many  other  subsidiary  studies,  to 
which  you  may  devote  more  or  less  of  time,  for  the 
express  purpose  of  making  your  Bible  reading 
more  intelligible  to  yourselves.  1 1 is  a book  which 
neither  the  most  ignorant  and  weakest,  nor  the  most 
learned  and  intelligent  mind  can  read  without  im- 
provement. 

There  are  other  books  of  great  worth  and  of  easy 
acquisition, which  [suppose  will  be  accessible  to  3-011 
all.  The  libraries  of  useful  and  ofentertaining  know- 
ledge—the  family  library,  the  monthly  and  quarterly 
review's  and  magazines,  which  are  in  a continual 
succession  of  publication  in  this  country,  as  well 
as  in  England,  will  furnish  you  a constant  supply 
of  profitable  reading;  for  the  selection  of  which, 
time,  inclination  add  opportunity  will  be  your 
wisest  counsellors.  As  citizens  of  a free  country, 
taking  an  interest  in  its  public  concerns,  1 am  sure 
I need  not  remind  you,  how  strong  your  impulse 
should  be  to  seek  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
history  of  America,  from  the  voyage  of  Columbus, 
and  even  of  his  supposed  predecessors,  prince  Mad- 
loc  of  Wales  and  the  north  men,  down  to  (he 
Olympiads  of  Andrew  Jackson  and  Martin  Van 
Buren.  The  American  hemisphere — the  continent 
of  North  America — the  United  States  of  America 
before  and  since  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  and 
every  separate  state  of  this  union,  is  a series  of 
historical  problems  of  which  you  should  systemati- 
cally seek  the  solution.  Read  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States — the  commentary  of  the  federal- 
ist— the  constitution  and  history  of  your  own  state 
— biographies,  beginning  with  Langhorne  Plutarch, 
and  thence  proceeding  to  the  history  of  John 
Smith,  to  the  American  biographies  of  Belknap 
and  Sparks,  to  Washington  Irving’s  life  of  Colum- 
bus, and  to  the  articles  of  Penh,  and  Calvert,  and 
Locke,  and  Oglethorpe,  which  will  lead  you  on  to 
others  in  the  Encyclopedia  Americana  or  conver- 
sations lexicon.  Then  the  fashionable  novels  and 
poetry  of  the  present  times:  Scott,  Byron,  Moore, 
Rogers,  Coleridge,  Southey,  Wordsworth,  two 
Montgomerys,  Cooper,  Paulding,  Willis,  Mrs.  He- 
mans,  and  lady  Blessington,  Mrs.  Sigourney,  and 
Miss  Gould,  and  worth  them  all,  Miss  Edgeworth 
— and  lastly,  the  reports  of  your  countrymen,  tra- 
vellers in  foreign  lands — Dr.  Dwight,  Dr.  Sprague, 
Mr.  Bigelow,  lieutenant  Slidell,  and  Dr.  Fisk, 
with  many  others  whose  names  do  not  at  this  mo- 
ment occur  to  me But  I have  given  you  more 

than  enough,  and  after  all,  hardly  know  whether 
the  catalogue  will  meet  your  enquiries,  or  satisfy 
your  expectations.  After  all  I must  conclude  with 
the  advice  of  the  serving  man  to  the  young  student 

of  in  Shakspeare -“Study,  what  you 

most  affect.” 

And  I remain  your  friend  and  fellow  student  for 
life,  J.  Q.  ADAMS. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Mr.  Stevenson,  the  American  minister  to  the 
court  of  St.  James,  has  lately  visited  Scotland,  and 
was  invited  on  the  17th  of  September  to  a splendid 
public  dinner  at  Glasgow,  at  which  the  Duke  of 
Southerland  presided.  This  great  dinner  was  given 
by  the  Highland  Society  of  Scotland,  under  whose 
patronage  the  great  agricultural  meeting  and  show 
of  stock  took  place,  at  the  dining  hall  in  Hope 
street.  A paper  states  “ the  immense  assemblage 
at  1,700.” 

The  third  regular  toast  was — 

“ Prosperity  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  the  health  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  the  American 
minister.”  (Drank  with  tremendous  cheering.) 

“ Mr.  Stevenson,  on  rising,  was  hailed  with  reit- 
erated plaudits.  He  said — gentlemen,  it  would  he 
an  unworthy  affectation  in  me,  if  I did  not  say  that 
I feel  deeply  sensible  of  the  honor  conferred  upon 
me  by  your  noble  president  in  drinking  my  health, 
and  associating  my  name  with  (hat  of  my  country. 
Sirs,  it  is  an  honor  less  gratifying  only  than  the 
kind  and  flattering  manner  in  which  the  sentiment 
has  been  received  by  you.  I thank  you,  in  the 
first  place,  in  the  name  of  my  country,  (cheers,) 
if  I may  be  permitted  to  be  so  far  led  by  my  feel- 


ings as  to  suppose  that  any  portion  of  personal  kind- 
ness to  me  dictated  tile  toast,  then  I would  venture 
to  thank  you  for  myself — (great  cheering.)  I must 
believe  that,  in  drinking  prosperity  to  my  country, 
you  intended  to  convey  by  it  even  a higher  and 
nobler  sentiment,  and  that  that  was  for  the  contin- 
uance of  the  kind  and  friendly  relations  which  ex- 
ist between  your  country  and  my  own— (more 
cheers.)  Sirs,  if  I am  not  mistaken  in  this  senti- 
ment, then  permit  me,  on  the  part  of  my  country, 
and  on  the  part  of  its  government  and  people,  to 
resound  that  sentiment,  and  to  wish  that  perpetual 
friendship  may  subsist  between  Great  Britain  and 
America — -(loud  and  continued  cheering.)  Sirs, 
if  our  governments  are  wisely  administered,  and  if 
the  men  who  rule  the  destinies  of  both  know  what 
is  good  for  both,  and  for  the  interest  of  mankind, 
that  peace  will  be  eternal — (renewed  cheering.) 
And  no  American  or  British  minister  can  take  much 
merit  to  himself  in  wishing  perpetual  friendship, 
and  promoting  peace  between  the  two  countries. 
Sirs,  it  has  been  said  that  interest  is  the  mighty 
bond  that  can  alone  unite  nations  together;  and  if 
it  be  so,  where  are  there  any  two  countries  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  that  ought  to  be  so  closely  united 
in  the  bonds  of  peace  and  friendship?  Where  is 
there  any  country  in  the  western  world,  or  in  the 
old  one — on  what  spot  is  there  where,  more  than 
in  your  own  noble  and  enterprising  city,  the  value 
of  peace  and  its  concomitants  are  so  much  known 
and  appreciated  ? Sirs,  it  is  not  interest  which 
binds  my  country  to  yours.  Interest ! It  may  be 
a strong  bond  between  others,  but  there  are  a thou- 
sand kindly  influences  which  are  calculated  to 
unite  the  mother  and  the  daughter  in  the  bonds  of 
peace — (cheering.)  Sirs,  we  have  sprung  from 
common  British  ancestors — (tremendous cheering.) 
We  speak  the  same  language — we  have  the  same 
manners,  the  same  religion;  we  worship  the  same 
God,  and  are  of  the  same  common  stock — (more 
cheering.)  I feel  the  force  of  the  sentiment  which 
i now  express,  for  I know  it  to  be  true,  that  the 
greatest  misfortune  which  could  befall  mankind 
would  be  a rupture  between  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
ted States — (great,  cheering.)  Sirs,  as  a repre- 
sentative of  that  country,  i have  come  here  to  do 
what  little  good  I can  in  preserving  those  peaceful 
relations  which  now  happily  exist  between  us;,  and 
I cannot  belter  fulfil  the  wishes  and-  expectations 
of  my  country,  or  of  its  government,  than  in  doing 
every  thing  in  my  power,  both  officially  and  per- 
sonally, to  preserve  and  invigorate  those  relations 
on  the  preservation  of  which  depend  the  honor  and 
the  prosperity  of  both.  (Cheers.)  I came  with 
these  sentiments — I have  endeavored  to  propagate 
them  on  all  occasions,  and  I shall  continue  to  do 
so  as  long  as  I remain  the  representative  of  my 
country.  (Cheers.)  If  I am  not  guilty  of  tres- 
passing, I will  say  a word  In.  relation  to  one  or  two 
other  topics.  (Cheers.):  I respond  cordially  to 

the  sentiments  of  your  noble  and  illustrious  presi- 
dent, the  noble  duke  on  my  left  hand,  when  I bear 
evidence  to  the  value,  in  another  country,  vizi  my 
own,  institutions  like  that  which  I have  had  the 
happiness  and  pleasure  this  day  to  witness.  There 
is  no  division  of  opinion  in  my  country  as  to  the 
benefit  flowing  from  these  societies.  Upon  the  in- 
stitution of  agricultural  societies  and  cattle  shows 
depends  the  prosperity  of  the  farmers  in  my  coun- 
try. Until  their  establishment  in  America,  and  I 
am  sure  in  Scotland  also,  what  was  the  situation  of 
the  farmer  and  husbandman?  Did  he  not  want 
means  of  encouragement?  Had  he  the  public  press? 
Did  the  farmers  Tiold  assemblies  to  converse  anil 
consult  each  other  like  the  clergy?  Did  they  as- 
semble like  the  lawyers,  who  meet  to  promote 
their  own  interest  and  advantage?  No,  you  had 
none  of  these  advantages— you  had  no  means  of 
meeting  and  co-operating  together,  for  you  lived 
not  in  cities,  but  were  scattered  over  the  face  of  the 
whole  country,  without  any  interchange  of  opinion 
or  sentiment.  But  the  moment  that  Scotland  be- 
gan this  work,  how  soon  was  every  thing  changed! 
You  then  had  the  mighty  lever — the  press — and, 
benefitted  by  the  periodical  expression  of  your 
opinions,  you  could  meet  at  your  cattle  shows,  and 
exchange  your  sentiments — your  energies  were 
roused,  and  you  gathered  round  you  the  lords  of 
the  land.  (Cheers.)  I have  read  much  of  your 
shows,  at  one  of  which  I have  now  been  accident- 
ally present,  and  it  has  indeed  exceeded  my  most 
sanguine  expectations;  and  I will  not  only  profit  by 
it  as  an  individual,  but  endeavor  to  lead  my  coun- 
try, through  my  influence,  to  profit  by  it  alsp. 
(Cheers.)  Although  this  is  my  first  visit  to  your 
country  I must  be  permitted  to  say  it  will  not  be 
with  my  consent  if  it  be  the  last.  (Cheers.)  Iain 
descended  in  one  line  from  a Scotchman,  and  in  this 
my  first  visit  to  the  home  of  my  ancestors,  I must 
confess  I never  should  have  known  what  Scotland 
was  unless  I had  come  among  you.  (Cheers.)  I 


; have  been  in  every  part  of  your  country — in  the 
highlands  and  in  the  lowlands — and  every  thing  I 
have  witnessed  has  delighted  me.  (Loud  cheer- 
ing.) If  I!  have  derived  satisfaction  from  poring 
over  the  crowded  page  of  the  chronicles  of  the 
olden  times,  what  must  I have  felt  in  going  over 
the  country  they  have  immortalized — going  over 
your  classic  ground,  the  highlands^  and  traversing 
that  region.where  men  could  point  to  the  ‘lion  heart 
and  the  eagle  eye,’  with  its  theatres  consecrated  by 
the  strains  of  your  patriot  bards,  and  the  memory 
of  your  orators  and  philosophers.  (Cheers.)  The 
most  delightful  visit  to  your  country  has  been  that 
of  the  last  few’  days;  and  may  I assure  you  that  I 
will  go  from  you  to  cherish  your  institutions  and 
your  country,  with  a heart  which,  when  I am  far 
distant,  will  lead  me  to  look  back  to  this  with  de- 
light! (Cheers.)  A land  isyour’s  which  in  the  lan- 
guage of  one  of  your  poets — who  if  no  other  had 
lived,  would  have  immortalized  it — is  the  “land  of 
the  mountain  and  the  flood,”  and  I will  add  to  it 
and  say,  is  the  “land  of  Ihe  free  and  the  home  of 
the  brave.”  (Loud  cheers.) 

From  Ihe  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

ARMY  AND  NAVY  INTELLIGENCE. 

Captain  William  Compton  Bolton  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  commend  of  the  United  States  fri- 
gate Constitution.  Purser  H.  Elting  and  chaplain 
P.  G.  Clark  are  the  only  other  officers  as  yet  order- 
ed. The  Constitution  will  not  probably'  sail  before- 
the  1st  February. 

Purser  E.  T.  Dunn  and  assistant  surgeon  R.  S.. 
Addison  are  ordered  to  the  frigate  Macedonian. 

Commodore  Dallas  to  take  the  Pensacola  yard.* 

*“Army  and  Navy  Intelligence.  A rumor  is  in  cir- 
culation., and  has  been  copied  in  many  of  the  public- 
papers,  that  commodore  Ridgely  is  to  have  the 
command  of  the  West  India  squadron,  commodore 
Chauncey  to  take  his  place  at  the  navy  yard, 
Brooklyn,  commodore  Barron  to  succeed  him  as- 
president  of  the  navy  hoard,  commodore  Morris  to 
retire,  and  commodore  Elliott  to  occupy  his  seat 
at  the  board.  We  are  authorized  to  state  that  this 
rumor  is  without  the  least  foundation,  and  that  no 
such  arrangements  are  or  have  been  contemplated. ” 
[ Globe  of  Wednesday  night. 

NAVY. — ORDERS. 

Nov.  14 — Mid.  T.  M.  Mix,  naval  school,  New 
York. 

15 — Assist,  surg.  W.  Grier,  receiving  ship, 
Boston. 

Mid.  H.  F.  Porter,  navy  yard,  Boston. 

19 — P.  mid.  E.  Middleton,  do.  Nevv  York- 
Mid.  W.  R.  Lowe  and  A.  C.  Rhind, 
Ohio,  74. 

P.  mid.  G.  L.  Selden  and  W.  Roncken- 
dorlf,  detached  from  the  Ohio  74. 
Resignations. 

John  R.  Peck  worth,  assist,  surg.  November  13. 

Eli  W.  Slull,  passed  midshipman,  November  19. 

Extract  of  a letter  fi-om  an  officer  recently  returned 
from  ihe  Mediterranean. 

“Before  leaving  Mahon,  captain  Pereival  arrived 
with  the  Cyane;  and  a great  vessel  she  is,  according 
to  the  report  of  her  officers.  She  sails  remarkably 
well,  going  eleven  knots  on  a wind,  is  Weatherly, 
and  works  beautifully.” 

ARMY — OFFICIAL. 

Promotions  and  appointments  since  the  publica- 
tion of  general  orders,  No.  46,  of  November  1st: 
Promotions. 

Brevet  major  William  Hoffman,  captain  of  the  2d 
infantry,  to  be  major  of  the  6th  infantry,  Nov.  4, 
1838,  vice  major  GlasselJ,  deceased. 

First  lieutenant  S.  P.  Heintzelman,  to  be  captain 
of  the  2d  infantry,  Nov.  4,  1838,  vice  Hoflinan,  pro- 
moted. 

Second  lieutenant  J.  W.  Anderson,  to  be  first 
lieutenant,  2d  infantry,  Nov.  4,  1838,  vise  Heintzel- 
man, promoted. 

First  lieutenant  E.  M.  Lacy,  to  be  captain  of  the 
5th  infantry,  Nov.  1,  183S,  vice  captain  W.  Alexan- 
der, deceased. 

Second  lieutenant  J.  H.  Whipple,  to  be  first  lieu- 
tenant, 5th  infantry,  Nov.  1,  1838,  vice  Lacv,  pro- 
moted. 

Appointments. 

Thomas  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  to  be  2d 
lieutenant,  2d  infantry,  Nov.  12. 

S.  H.  Fowler,  of  Connecticut,  to  be  "2d  lieuten- 
ant, 5th  infantry,  Nov.  12.  , 

First  lieut.  H.  S.  Turner,  1st  dragoons,  appointed 
assistant  adjutant  general,  with  the  brevet  rank  of 
captain,  vice  E.  D.  Keyes,  resigned. 

Special  orders. 

No.  79,  Nov.  14 — Lieutenant  J.  H.  Eaton,  2d  in- 
fantry, for  service  at  the  military  academy,  so  soon 
as  he  can  be  relieved  from  company  duty. 
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Hermitage,  November  3,  IS38. 

Gentlemen:  I thank  you  for  the  flattering  terms 
in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  invite  me  to 
unite  with  my  republican  friends  of  Davidson  coun- 
ty, in  partaking  of  the  barbecue  to  be  given  to  the 
lion.  James  Polk  on  the  6th  instant.  Entertain- 
ing the  highest  opinion  of  this  gentleman’s  patriot- 
ism and  talents,  it  is  a source  of  great  regret  to  me 
that  the  state  of  my  health  will  not  allow  me  to  join 
yon  in  paying  Che  tribute  which  is  due-to  his  distin- 
guished services,  at  this  critical  juncture  in  our  pub- 
lic affairs. 

The  present  crisis  has  been  forced  upon  us  by  the 
intrigues  ot  the  party  which  has  always  distrusted 
the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people,  and  has  in- 
variably sought  power  by  means  that  would  disturb 
the  checks  and  balances  of  our  happy  constitution, 
and  engratt  upon  our  systejn  of  government  the 
principles  and  habits  of  the  aristocracies  of  the  old 
world.  The  people  have,  however,  uniformly  de- 
tected and  baffled  all  such  intrigues,  and  I despair 
not  of  their  readiness  to  expose  and  disappoint  the 
detestable  one  to  which  you  refer,  as  having  been 
set  on  foot  at  Washington  during  the  last  winter. 

You  overrate,  gentlemen,  the  services  it  has  been 
my  lot  to  render  in  the  various  stations  to  which  I 
have  been  called  by  the  voice  of  my  country.  I 
have  found  that,  in  every  public  exigency,  the  path 
ot  my  duty  was  never  obscure,  because  it  was  gen- 
erally enlightened  by  the  observation  and  experience 
of  the  free  citizens  whose  servant  I was.  Both  in 
military  and  civil  life  I had  the  advantage  of  such 
light  and  instruction,  and  my  merit,  therefore,  us 
your  old  commander,  cannot  be  more  than  second- 
ary to  that  which  is  due  to  the  brave  and  intelligent 
constituency  which  entrusted  to  roe  the  defence  or 
temporary  guardianship  of  their  rights  and  interests. 
This  constituency  is  still  unchanged  and  uncorrupt- 
ed. It  is  still  the  same  foe  to  federalism  that  it  was 
in  the  days  ot  Jefferson,  and  in  the  dark  hours  of 
the  war  we  waged  with  Great  Britain  tor  the  re-es- 
tablishment ot  our  national  independence.  Such  a 
constituency  will  never  stain  its  honor  by  confirm- 
ing a bargain  which  appoints  a commander  for  them, 
who  is  identified  with  none  of  their  patriotic  ser- 
vices in  the  tented  field,  nor  with  any  of  their  che- 
rished- sentiments  and  views  respecting  the  princi- 
ples of  government. 

To  this  constituency,  gentlemen,  do  I look  with 
un diminished  confidence  in  the  present  crisis.  It 
is  already  rallying,  as  in  days  of  old,  around  the  flag 
of  the  republican  party,  and  it  will  teach  those  who 
act  upon  the  doctrine  that  the  people  are  incapable 
of  managing  their  own  interests,  a lesson  that  will 
be  as  useful,  as  the  civil  revolution  of  1800. 

Allo  w me,  in  conclusion,  to  request  that  you  will 
offer  to  the  company  who  will  be  present  at  the 
barbecue,  the  subjoined  sentiment,  in  my  name, 
and  believe  me, 

Very  respectfully,  your  servant, 

Andrew  Jackson. 

Dr.  Felix  Robertson  and  others,  committee. 

The  state  of  Tennessee:  Her  motto,  principles, 
not  men.  She  will  never  surrender  it  to  gratify  the 
ambition  ot  those  unworthy  sons,  who  prefer  an 
alliance  with  federalism  to  the  maintenance  of  her 
old  fashioned  republican  principles. 

Nashville,  October  2.3,  1S3S. 

Dear  Sir:  The  friends  of  the  republican  party 
in  this  state  have  not  been  inattentive  observers  of 
the  patriotic  part  you  have  acted,  in  sustaining  the 
principles  and  policy  of  the  late  and  present  admin- 
istrations ol  tiie  general  government.  They  are 
sensible  that  the  abuse  which  has  been  levelled  at 
you  by  the  leaders  of  the  federal  party,  has  origi- 
nated mainly  from  the  dread  of  your  talents  and 
integrity;  and  it  is  hut  natural,  therefore,  that  they 
should  anxiously  seek  an  opportunity  to  manifest 
their  thanks  to  you  lor  the  able  manner  in  which 
you  have  met  the  public  expectation,  wherever 
your  services  have  been  the  subject  of  animadver- 
sion, or  your  motives  have  been  assailed.  On  this 
ground,  allow  us  to  indulge  the  hope  of  having 
your  company  on  the  present  occasion.  The  peo°- 
ple  ol  Tennessee  are  now  earnestly  engaged  in  can- 
vassing the  grounds  on  which  the  federalists  are 
endeavoring  to  turn  them  from  their  old  republican 
faith;  and  we  feel  lint  your  presence  among  them 
cannot  but  con  fir  northern  in  the  resolution  never  to 
abandon  the  principles  ot  their  fathers,  or  lose  sio-ht 
of  the  flag  which  their  favorite  Jackson  so  long  ahd 
so  gloriously  upheld. 

We  are,  very  respectfully, 

Felix  Robertson,  etc. 

committee. 

Hon.  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general. 

The  Hermitage,  Nov.  2,  1833. 

Gentlemen:  I duly  received  your  letter  of  the 
29th  ultimo,  inviting  me  to  a barbecue  to  be  given 
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in  Davidson  county  on  the  6th  instant,  to  the  lion. 
J.  K.  Polk. 

For  this  honor,  and  especially  for  the  kind  man- 
ner in  which  you  are  pleased  to  speak  of  my  politi- 
cal principles  and  public  conduct,  accept  my  grati- 
tude and  thanks. 

If  I could  flatter  myself  with  the  belief  that  my 
presence  at  your  festival  would  “but  confirm”  the 
people  of  Tennessee  “in  the  resolution  never  to 
abandon  the  principles  of  their  fathers,  or  losesight 
of  the  flag  which  their  favorite  Jackson  so  long  and 
so  glorious  upheld,”  I should  hasten  to  it  with  alac- 
rity, as  to  the  post  of  duty,  of  honor,  and  of  patrio- 
tism. But  among  yourselves,  and  in  the  man  whom 
your  festival  is  provided  to  honor,  you. have  stiong 
hands  and* stout  hearts,  competent  to  uphold  tlial 
flag,  on  the  soil  of  Tennessee,  and,  without  the 
precarious  aid  of  foreign  interposition,  bear  it  on- 
ward to  victory  and  to  glory.  Indeed,  the  princi- 
ples ol  republican  Tennessee  have  always  been 
principles  which  that  flag  represents;  and,  as  the 
mists  of  delusion  vanish  before  the  sun  of  truth, 
her  practice  will  be  found  to  correspond  with  her 
faith. 

Victorious  republicans  in  other  states  cannol 
look  with  unconcern  upon  the  struggle  in  which 
you  are  engaged;  or  be  indifferent  to"  the  fortunes 
of  the  patriotic  citizen,  who,  in  a dark  hour,  re- 
| solved  to  stake  his  political  existence  on  the  suc- 
' cess  of  their-  principles  in  this  state.  When  panic 
and  terror  ruled  the  hour;  when  denunciations  of 
your  favorite  Jackson  thundered  from  the  bank  de- 
voted senators,  and  were  echoed  by  thousands  of 
bank  bought  instruments  and  their  deluded  follow- 
ers; when  threats  of  bloodshed,  of  assassination 
and  civil  war,  were  borne  upon  every  breeze,  they 
saw  the  Tennessean  whom  you  now  delight  to 
honor,  among  the  firmest  of  the  firm,  rallying  with 
other  devoted  spirits,  in  support  of  him  who  was 
then  risking  his  fame  in  defence  of  liberty,  as  he 
often  had  his  life  in  defence  of  his  country.  Again: 
after  that  flag  had  been  transferred  to  other  hands, 
less  strong  in  the  affections  of  the  people,  though 
not  less  devoted  to  their  best  interests,  when  the 
banks,  owing  many  millions  to  the  government  and 
more' to  the  people,  stopped  payment  with  millions 
of  specie  in  their  vaults  and  contempt  of  morality 
and  law;  when  a furious  onset  was  made  to  drive 
the  administration  from  power,  because  it  would 
not,  regardless  of  solemn  oaths,  encourage  or  coun- 
tenance this  tremendous  effort  to  force  on  the  go- 
vernment and  people  an  irredeemable  paper  cur- 
rency, subversive  of  good  morals,  unknown  to  the 
laws,  and  in  violation  of  the  constitution;  when 
state  after  state  seemingly  yielded  to  the  demoraliz- 
ing flood,  and  condemned  their  upright  and  inflexi- 
ble public  servants;  and,  to  the  timid  and  short- 
sighted, the  prospect  was  full  of  terror  and  of 
danger,  still  they  saw  your  honored  fellow-citizen 
firm  to  his  post  beneath  the  wavings  of  the  old 
Jackson  flag,  resolved  to  follow  it  through  gloom  to 
glory,  or  to  fall  in  :ts  defence.  And  in  accordance 
with  such  resolve,  they  now  see  him  the  bearer  of 
that  flag  in  his  own  state,  showing  it  to  the  patriot 
soldiers  whom  Jackson  has  led  to  victory,  ami  call- 
ing upon  them  to  recognise  and  rally  under  it,  as 
the  guarantee  of  prosperity,  the  shield  of  liberty, 
and  the  guide  to  glory. 

Nor  is  the  merit  of  this  self-devotion  the  less  be- 
cause the  shout  of  triumph  has  already  reached  you 
from  other  states.  It  was  not  amidst  that  shout 
that  he  took  up  the  flag  and  devoted  himself  to  its 
service.  The  defence  of  New  Orleans  was  not  the 
less  glorious,  nor  the  merit  of  him  who  conducted 
it,  and  ol  his  associates  in  arms,  less  conspicuous, 
because  it  was  the  last  scene  of  an  eventful  war; 


y i lie,  on  the  6th  of  November.  I regret  that  pro- 
fessional business  which  cannot  be  dispensed  with, 
requires  my  attendance  at  our  courts  in  the  district 
on  that  day,  otherwise  I should  be  proud  to  be  with 
you.  Ol  the  Virginia  doctrines  of  ’981  have  been 
an  uniform  supporter.  Mr.  Randolph’s  proverb 
was,  “if  a man  changed  his  politics  after  he  was 
thirty  years  oi  age,  lie  suspected  some  dishonest 
motive.”  In  nine  cases  out  ol  ten  he  was  right. 
That  an  attempt  would  be  made  lo  transfer  "the 
state  of  Tennessee  to  Mr.  Clay,  Webster,  or  Har- 
sison,  has  been  strongly  suspected  by  me  ever  since 
tiie  winter  of  1835.  So  strongly  was  that  object 
pressed  upon  me  indirectly  by  a person  whom  I 
supposed  to  be  a leader  in  this  project,  (not  judge 
White,)  that  I lelt  myself  constrained  to  draw  up 
in  writing  my  objections  somewhat  in  the  form  of 
my  political  creed,  and  give  it  to  the  gentleman. — 
As  a supporter  of  judge  White,  I felt  perfectly  jus- 
tifiable in  this  course.  1 had  known  him  tor  near 
thirty  years  to  be  the  uncompromising  opponent  of 
the  United  States  bank,  the  tariff,  internal  improve- 
ment by  the  general  government  and  a strict  cofi- 
struer  of  the  federal  constitution.  I knew  that 
Webster,  Clay,  and  Harrison,  entertained  the  re- 
verse of  all  those  principles.  These  were  the  great 
and  fundamental  principles  which  separated  the 
federal  from  the  republican  parly  in  ’98.  In  that 
contest  the  republicans  prevailed;  I consider  that 
under  various  names  and  disguises,  the  federal  parly 
are  now  rallying  to  regain  the  power  they  have 
lost. 

What  has  Tennessee  to  gaifi  by  this?  She  has 
stood  at  the  republican  post  with  unflinching  firm- 
ness, battling  federalism  in  eveiy  loriri  in  which  it 
has  been  presented.  Shall  she  desert  this  post,  and 
go  over,  iiorse,  foo-t,  and  dragoons,  to  the  federal 
ranks?  1 believe  that  no  one  contends  that  Mr. 
Clay  has  changed  his  political  principles  in  the  last 
20  years.  He  is  the  same  ardent  supporter  of  the 
bank,  tariff,  internal  improvement,  or  what  he  calls 
his  American  system,  as  he  was  then.  How  does 
this  accord  with  our  politics?  Tennessee,  by  her 
elections  and  the  various  resolutions  which  stand 
unrescinded  upon  her  legislative  records,  lias  not 
only,  denounced  these  doctrines,  bui  their  great  au- 
thor by  name.  Is  Tennessee  to  change  her  politics 
in  toto,  and  saythat  these  various  resolutions  upon 
her  journals  are  legislative  falsehoods,  and  then  go 
over  to  (he  support  of  Mr.  Clay  and  his  principles, 
as  he  will  not  come  to  ns  or  ours?  Those  who  are 
prepared  for  this  sacrifice  may  throw  the  somerset; 
for  myself  ] am  still  a democrat  of  ’63.  But  this 
leap  requires  some  caution.  I remember  light 
well,  that  in  the  fall  of  1827,  when  sot’s  of  the 
most  conspicuous  of  the  new  converts  to  Clayistn, 
who  now  sit  in  high  places,  but  were  then  attendant 
upon,  or  members  of,  the  Tennessee  legislature,  at 
that  lime  concocted,  in  the  form  of  a preamble  to 
a resolution  nominating  gen.  Jackson  for  the  pre- 
sidency, the  most  rare  and  exquisite  dose  of  vitu- 
perative abuse  (and  perhaps  a little  slander)  upon 
Messrs.  Clay  and  Adams,  that  can  he  found  in  any 
production  of  the  same  length.  It  charged  Mr. 
Clay  and  Mr.  .Adams  with  every  thing,  except  being 
honest  and  clever  men.  This  was  to  be  taken  upon 
oath,  and  spread  upon  the  journals.  It  passed  ac- 
cordingly, by  almost  an  unanimous  vote.  I could 
not  swallow  the  dose,  because  I did  not  believe  the 
half  of  it,  although  I was  a Jackson  man.  My  ad- 
vice to  the  new  converts  is  to  get  that  preamble 
expunged  from  our  journals  before  they  progress  one 
atom  further;  for  I,  a Jackson  man,  had  to  enter 
upon  the  journals  my  solemn  protest  against  this 
preamble,  but  there  was  but  two  or  three  voted  with 
me.  I!'  Mr.  Clay’s  friends  will  not  (as  I strongly 
suspect)  consent  to  the  process  of  expunging,  then 


nor  shall  the  triumph  of  the  Jackson  fhg  in  Ten 
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nessee  be  the  less  meritorious  and  honorable  to  him  , it  must  remain  upon  the  journals  forever.  Let  those 
who  bears  it,  and  his  compatriots  in  the  struggle, : who  voted  for  it  look  to  it.  It  is  said  by  some  "of 
should  it  be  (he  crowing  victory  in  the  present  j Mr.  Clay’s  friends  in  this  quarter,  that  if  elected. 


warfare  ot  integrity  against  corruption,  of  truth 
against  falsehood,  of  law  against  anarchy,  of  liberty 
against  money;  or,  all  in  a word-,  of  democracy 
against  federalism. 

I beg  the  lavor  ofyou  to  present  to  the  company 
the  enclosed  toast. 

With  high  consideration, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Amos  Kendall. 

Dr.  Felix  Robertson  and  others,  committee. 

General  Andrew  Jackson:  May  he  live  to  see 
“the  flag  which  he  so  long  and  so  gloriously  up- 
held,” again  wave  in  triumph  over  the  heads  of  his 
brave,  devoted,  enthusiastic,  and  beloved  Tennes- 
seeans. 

Jackson,  Tennessee,  Oct.  30,  1S38. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  the  invitation  the 
Republican  party  of  Davidson  county  has  so  kindly 
sent  me,  to  participate  in  a barbecue  to  be  given  to 
the  hon.  James  K.  Polk,  near  the  city  of  Nash- , 


he  is  willing  to  drop  the  principles  which  hereto- 
fore have  been  so  obnoxious  to  Tennessee.  lean 
best  answer  this  by  a reference  to  one  of  TEsop’s 
fables.  It  runs  thus:  At  the  conclusion  of  a lon°- 
war  between  the  wolves  and  the  sheep,  it  was  stipu* 
lated  that  the  sheep  should  send  away  their  watch 
dogs;  (not  being  useful  in  time  of  peace,)  this  was 
done.  The  wolves  soon  found  out  a pretence  to 
break  the  league,  and  devour  all  the  sheep  in  the 
absence  of  the  dogs.  So  with  the  government- 
give  it  info  the  hands  of  the  federalists,  American 
system  men,  &c.  let  them  promise  what  they  will, 
they  will  soon  find  a pretence  to  eat  up  nur  sub- 
stance, and  reinstate  Hie  whole  mass  of  federal 
principles  upon  us  forthwith.  In  conclusion,  I will 
send  you  a toast. 

As  the  salutation  to  the  kings  of  Babylon  was 

“O  king,  live  forever” — so  let  the  salutation  of 
every  true  republican  be—  O democracy  live  forever. 

Adam  Huntsman. 

Dr.  Felix-Robertson  and  others,  committee. 
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Asphahe  pavements.  The  composition  of  asphal- 
tuin  and  gravel  has  been  laid  in  the  portico  of  the 
the  Merchants’  Exchange,  and  presents  as  solid  a walk 
as  if  it  were  a single  piece  of  marble,  while  the  inser- 
tion oi  little  squares  makes  it  highly  ornamental.  This 
species  ol  pavements  have  been  introduced  into  Paris, 
and  so  highly  approved  of  there,  that  it  now  remains 
to  be  seen  what  purpose  it  will  answer  in  this  country. 
Mr.  Joseph  S.  Walter,  jr.  the  brother  of  the  architect, 
has  the  direction,  of  the  business  here,  and  is  about  to 
cover  the  side  walk  in  front  of  Mr.  Sanderson’s  hotel, 
in  north  Fourth  street,  which  will  afford  a fair  opportu- 
nity of  testing  the  value  of  the  material  for  the  purpose 
to  which  it  is  to  be  applied.  [ U . S.  Gazette. 

Madiera.  Of  the  fertility  of  this  island,  the  reader 
may  form  some  idea  from  the  following  extract  from  a 
small  work  entitled  “Letters  from  Madeira  in  1333,” 
&c. 

“Flowers  which  require  the  greatest  care  in  the  more 
northern  latitudes  spring  up  spontaneously  in  all  parts 
of  the  island,  and  hedges  or  fences  arc  formsd  of  the 
fuschia,  geranium,  myrtle,  wild  rose,  jessamine,  honey- 
suckle, and  prickly  pear,  giving  a beautiful  appearance 
as  you  ride  along,  and  imparting  a fragrance  equally 
pleasing.  As  you  approach  the  higher  parts  of  the 
mountains,  the  tall  palm  tree,  the  cedar,  chesnut,  pine, 
and  the  poplar,  appear  in  all  their  beauty  and  gradeur; 
whilst  die  heath  and  broom,  with  an  innumerable  va- 
riety of  creeping  or  humble  plants,  grow  in  every  di- 
rection, with  the  utmost  luxuriance  ” 

A crash.  Or  Thursday  evening,  the  8th  ult., 
nearly  the  entire  frout  of  the  four  story  store  of  Rand 
& Ostrander,  in  Main  streer,  Buffalo,  fell  out  into  the 
street,  carrying  with'it  part  of  the  division  wall  be- 
tween that  and  the  adjoining  building.  A large  stock 
of  stoves,  hardware,  &c.  was  buried  in  the  ruins. — - 
The  loss  of  Rand  & Ostrander  is  computed  at  from 
iSlOJt)  to  $5, Odd.  The  building  was  owned  by  R.  II. 
Haywood,  and  cost  rising  $3,000. 

Long  standing  milk  score.  It  is  stated  in  a Paris  pa- 
per tint  a man,  forty-four  years  of  age,  in  prison  there, 
is  de'ained  for  the  milk  which  he  drew  from  his  foster 
mother’s  breast.  When  he  was  weaned,  in  1795,  his 
father  owed  the  nurse  300  francs;  which  sum  was  ne- 
ver paid;  anu  when  the  son  came  of  age,  he  took  the 
debt  upon  himself,  giving  a note  of  hand  tor  the  amount, 
payable  in  two  years  with  interest.  At  the  lime  the 
note  came  due  he  was  unable  to  take  it  up,  and  it  was 
renewed  with  the  addition  of  stamps,  interest  and 
charges.  This  process  has  been  continued  until  the 
present  time,  when. the  accumulated  debt  amounts  to 
no  less  than  5700f  besides  2213t  for  costs. 

Novel  plea  of  divorce.  The  Quebec  U.  C.  Trancript, 
states,  that  at  a late  term  of  the  court  of  king’s  bench 
for  that  district,  a wife  sued  her  husband  for  a divorce. 
One  of  the  grounds  set  up  being,  that  she  did  not  un- 
derstand one  word  of  French,  and  that  her  partner  to 
whom  she  had  been  married  for  a space  of  four  days, 
was  equally  ignorant  of  the  English  language!  The 
wo  nan  obtained  judgment  in  her  favor. 

Death  of  a revolution  art/  soldier.  Died  in  Baltimore 
on  the  Kith  ult.  Abel  Blakely,  sen.  in  the  74th  year 
of  his  age,  The  deceased  was  formerly  a citizen  of 
Alexandria,  D.  C.,  but  for  the  last  25  years  a resident 
of  Maryland.  He  served  his  country  with  fidelity,  pa- 
triofim,  and  honor,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and 
was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Horse  Neck  in  the 
state  of  Connecticut.  He  has  left  a wife  and  eight 
children. 

It  appears  that  the  steam  ship  Natchez,  in  descend- 
ing the  Mississippi,  a few  miles  below  Natchez,  on  her 
regluar  trip  to  New  York,  got  around  about  the  1st  ul- 
timo, and  it  is  thought  could  not  be  gut  off  until  all 
her  cargo  should  be  removed. 

A third  detachment,  of  about  1290  Cherokee  Indians, 
passed  through  Nashville  on  their  way  to  the  far  west, 
on  the  4th  instant. 

The  act  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt  in  Eng- 
land, went  into  operation  the  first  of  October. 

Giraffes.  In  addition  to  the  giraffes  that  arrived  a! 
New  York  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  during  the 
summer,  two  arrived  there  not  long  since  from  Alexan- 
dria in  Egypt — one  of  them  however,  and  the  only  male 
ever  brought  to  this  country,  died  a few  days  after  its 
arrival,  as-  is  supposed,  from  the  effects  of  poison,  se- 
cretly administered  to  it. 

Steamboats  on  Lake  Michigan.  The  great  danger  in 
navigating  Lake  Michigan  from  the  want  of  good  har- 
bors, renders  boat  owners  rather  shy  of  trusting  their 
crafts  on  that  lake  during  the  season,  and  die"  small 
boats  sent  up  from  below,  usually  get  stranded,  or 
frightened  back.  The  people  of  Chicago  have  there- 
fore taken  hold  of  boat  building  themselves,  and  the 
result  is,  that  two  new,  snug  boats,  the  Janies  Allen 
and  George  W.  Dole,  are  now  plying  from  that  port, 
the  Allen  to  St.  Joseph,  and  the  Dole  to  Michigan  city 
and  Milwaukie.  The  American  says  both  are  doing 
a profitable  business  in  the  transportation  of  passen- 
gers and  freight^. 

Underneath  the  “College  of  Mines  and  Civil  Engi- 
neering,’’ in  St.  Petersburg,  containing  about  300  stu- 
dents. is  an  artificial,  mine,  showing  the  various  strata 
of  all  kinds  of  earth,  rock,  and  ores,  found  in  the  va- 
rious mines  in  Siberia:  all  the  materials  used  in  delinea- 
ting the  strata  and  metals  are  the  natural  substances 
taken  from  the  several  mines,  This  mine,  with  its 
shafts  and  galleries,  is  of  the  full  working  size. 


Semi-bituminous  coal.  Virginia  is  every  day  develop- 
ing some  new  mineral  treasure,  and  proving  to  her 
sons  that  they  need  not  seek  an  Eldorado  abroad. 
Enterprise  anti  industry  will  meet  their  sure  rewards — 
and  the  tie  of  interest  can  easily  be  superadded  to  the 
inspiration  of  patriotism. 

Specimen  after  specimen  comes  in  upon  us.  We 
have  just  had  our  attention  called  to  samples  of  a most 
excellent  quality  ofeoaflately  discovered  at  the  Catawba 
iron  works  in  Botetourt,  belonging  to  the  estate  of 
David  I.  Burr,  and  to  Messrs.  John  M.  Harvie  and 
John  R.  Triplett.  The  specimen  which  we  saw,_  made 
a bright  and  strong  fire.  It  is  of  the  kind  denominated 
by  professor  Rogers  in  his  report,  Semi-bituminous — 
and  is  pronounced  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  equal  to 
coke  for  smelling  iron.  It  was  taken  141  feet  below 
the  surface,  and  it  is  believed  to  be  abundant.  Its 
value,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  iron  works,  is  incalculable. 
There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  vein  is  exten- 
sive, and  that  it  will  be  found  to  exist  in  other  portions 
of  the  state.  [ Richmond  Whig. 

Public  schools  in  Boston.  Whole  number  of  boys  in 
grammar  schools,  2224 

Girls,  2538 

Boys  in  primary  schools,  2607 

Number  of  boys  in  latin  and  English 
high  school,  180 


Total,  educated  at  the  public  expense,  10,189 
The  secretary  of  war  has  directed  that  one  of  the  dredg- 
ing machines  now  engaged  at  the  mouth  of  tlie^VIissis- 
sippi,  shall  be  employed  in  removing  the  bar  formed  at 
the  mouth  of  Red  river. 

The  grand  jury  of  Philadelphia  have  presented  the 
practice  of  betting  on  elections  as  “an  evil  of  terrific 
magnitude,’’  and  recommend  the  passage  of  a law, 
disfranchising  for  a given  time,  all  persons  convicted  of 
betting  money  on  the  results  of  elections,  and  that  all 
persons  concerned  therein  as  aiders  or  abettors,  shall 
on  conviction  be  punished  with  fine  and  imprison- 
ment. 

Wall  street,  N.  Y.  We  thought,  thirty  years  ago, 
that  some  time  or  other,  within  a reasonable  period, 
that  this  “ street  would  be  finished.’’  But  ever  since  that 
period  it  has  been  constantly  in  a state  of  revolution; 
and  now  we  understand  that  next  year  the  public  are 
to  be  more  incommoded  than  ever.  The  City  bank, 
Merchant’s  bank,  and  Manhattan  banking  buildings 
are  all  to  be  torn  down,  as  soon  as  spring  opens,  and 
large  and  ornamental  buildings  erected  in  their  stead. 
For  tlte  lastfevv  years  thecustom-house  and  Merchants 
Exchange,  with  several  other  buildings  going  up,  have 
kept  the  street  so  much  upside  down  that  it  has  been 
difficult  to  get  along.  Indeed  several  accidents  have 
occurred  and  some  lives  lost.  We  were  a few  weeks 
since  precipitated,  with  about  twenty  others,  into  a 
vault  some  fifteen  feet  deep,  while  walking,  as  vve  sup- 
posed, safely  on  the  sidewalk, — others  have  been  more 
unfortunate.  Wall  is  a very  narrow  street — all,  or 
nearly  all  the  banks  and  insurance  offices  are  situated 
there,  and  the  consequence  is  that  the  multitude  that 
pass  through  it  at  certain  hours  in  the  day  is  greater 
than  that  of  any  other  street  in  the  city.  We  hope 
this  street  will,  some  day  or  other,  “be  finished.” — 
Within  the  period  we  have  named  every  house  on  the 
south  side  has  been  pulled  down,  and  some  of  tiiem 
three  times,  and  rebuilt  again.  On  the  north  side  only 
five  buildings  remain  untouched.  Nearly  every  house 
in  the  street  twenty-five  years  ago  was  tenanted  by  fa- 
milies, — over  fifteen  hundred  persons,  now  not  a single 
family.  [ Express . 

Relics  of  a former  race  of  aborigines.  Numerous 
evidences  of  a former  race  have  been  found  by  some 
workmen,  engaged  in  digging  down  a bank  in  Zane’s 
island,  in  the  Ohio,  opposite  Wheeling.  About  nine 
feet  below  the  surface  of  the  earth,  a train  of  shells, 
bones,  charcoal,  bark,  &c.,  was  discovered,  together 
with  arrowhead  of  flint. 

An  interesting  object  of  Celtic  antiquity  has  been 
found,  near  Valognes,  in  the  Manche.  It  appears  to 
be  a mould  for  casting  the  bronze  battle-axes  of  the 
Gauls,  frequently  found  in  those  parts;  and  is  in  free- 
stone, no  doubt  sufficiently  hard  to  stand  the  heat  of 
the  bronze  in  a state  of  fusion.  It  forms  a companion 
to  the  one  for  casting  dies,  found  in  the  forest  of  Bribec 
in  1827,  and  which  is  now  in  the  library  ot  Cherbourg. 
They  are  unique  of  their  kind,  and  are  highly  prized 
by  connoisseurs. 

Powerful  railway  engine.  The  largest  locomotive 
engine  ever  made  in  Leeds  was  tric'd  a few  days  since 
on  the  Leeds  and  Selby  railway,  by  the  makers,  Fen- 
ton, Murphy,  and  Jackson,  previous  to  its  being  sent  to 
the  Paris  and  Versailles  railway,  in  France.  W ith  only 
one  carriage  and  the  tender,  this  engine  travelled  at 
the  rate  of  60  miles  an  hour,  and  at  the  rate  of  20  miles 
per  hour  with  140  tons,  both  on  the  level  part  of  the 
line. 

Coincident  royal  fatality.  It  is  a remarkable  coinci- 
dence in  the  fate  of  some  of  the  princes  who  have  sat 
on  the  throne  of  England,  that  all  those  who  have  es- 
poused princesses  of  France,  have  not  only  become 
unpopular  with  their  subjects,  but  have  come  to  an  un- 
timely end.  Forexample:  Edward  II,  married  to  Isa- 
bel, daughter  of- Philip  IV.  of  France,  murdered  in 
Berkeley  castle;  Richard  II.  married  to  Isabel,  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  VI.  of  France,  murdered  in  Pontefract 
castle;  Henry  VI.  married  to  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Rene,  duke  of  Anjou,  murdered  by  Richard  III; 
Charles  I.  married  to  Henrietta  Maria,  daughter  of 
Henry  IV.  of  France,  died  on  the  scaffold. 


Fires  m London  in  1838.  More  conflagrations  have 
occurred  in  the  metropolis  and  its  precincts  this  year 
than  in  any  other  on  record.  The  following  is  taken 
from  the  reports  in  the  possession  of  the  London  fire 
establishment.  In  the  year  1836,  654  fires  took  place; 
in  1837,  617;  and  in  the  present  year — January,  84; 
February,  65;  March,  65;  April  52;  May,  57;  June,  60; 
July  48;  and  in  August,  37;  amount  in  the  whole,  468. 
In  February  and  March  nine  persons  fell  victims  to 
the  flames. 

Singular  circumstance.  In  digging  a well  on  a plan- 
tation in  the  parish  of  Concordia,  opposite  Natchez,  a 
rifle  was  found  twenty  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
ground.  Large  gum  trees  were  growing  over  the  spot, 
three  or  four  feet  in  diameter,  the  distance  from  the 
river  was  several  miles.  The  stock  of  the  rifle  is  of 
Walnut,  has  an  antique  appearance,  and  the  barrel 
bears  in  distinct  letters,  the  name  of  the  probable  ma- 
ker, C.  Kline.  There  was  no  lock  found  on  the  gun. 
The  Free  Trad*  of  Natchez  accounts  for  the  finding 
of  the  rifle  so  deep  beneath  the  surface  of  the  hard 
ground,  and  so  far  from  the  river,  on  the  supposition 
that  the  channel  of  the  Mississippi  was  once  in  that 
spot — that  the  rifle  was  dropped  and  sunk  in  the  stream 
— and  that  a change  in  the  bed  uf  the  river  filled  up 
the  old  chanel,  and  embedded  the  rifle  in  the  shore. — 
The  only  difficulty  in  this  solution  is  to  account  for  the 
length  of  lime  necessary  to  effect  so  great  a change. — 
In  what  year  was  the  German  rifle  invented?  How 
long  ago  could  it  have  been  possible  for  an  Indian  ora 
French  hunter  to  have  bad  such  a rifle  upon  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Mississippi?  How  many  years  would  have 
been  required  in  accumulating  the  soil,  twenty-two  feet 
in  depth,  with  gum  trees  of  such  size  upon  its  surface? 
These  are  questions  for  the  antiquarian  as  well  as  the 
geologist  to  answer. 

In  accordance  with  a resolution  passed  by  the  com- 
mon council  of  New  York,  and  pursuant  to  the  ap- 
pointment by  the  governor  of  the  state,  the  mayor  of 
that  city  has  issued  his  proclamation  recommending 
the  observance  of  Thursday  the  29th  ultt.,  as  a day  of 
public  thanksgiving. 

Among  the  many  pupils  about  to  enter  the  college  of 
New  Jersey,  at  the  opening  of  the  next  session,  are 
two  young  Cherokee  Indians,  nephews  of  John  Ross, 
who  have  received  their  preparatory  education  at 
Messrs.  Id.  and  S.  M.  Hamill’s  school,  at  Lawrence- 
ville,  near  Princeton,  New  Jersey. 

A public  dinner  was  given  in  New  Orleans  on  the 
5th  ult.,  to  Mr.  Denis  Prieur,  on  the  .occasion  of  that 
gentleman’s  departure  for  the  north,  and  perhaps  for 
Europe,  to  negotiate  a loan  in  behalf  of  the  first  and 
third  municipalities.  Two  hundred  and  sixty  gentle- 
men were  present,  and  r was  remarked  that  no  man, 
since  Lafayette,  had  succeeded  in  bringing  together 
on  a public  occasion,  so  many  individuals  of  conflict- 
ing political  opinions. 

The  Liverpool  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Siar, 
mentions  that  a steamer  to  New  York  from  Limerick, 
(Ireland,)  is  to  start — to  run  across  in  10  or  12  days! 

The  London  papers  are  filled  with  details  of  the  em- 
peror Ferdinand’s  coronation  at  Milan,  September  6. 
He  was  crowned  with  the  iron  crown  of  Lombardy — 
which  encloses  an  iron  crown  made  from  the  nails  of 
the  cross,  found  at  Jerusalem  by  the  empress  Helena, 
and  in  which  the  emperor  Constantine  was  crowned. 
Maria  Louisa,  Napoleon’s  widow,  was  present,  look 
ing  thin  and  haggard. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  has  set  shout  fitting  up 
Apsley  house  in  a supurb  manner.  He  commences 
with  the  Waterloo  gallery,  and  so  strictly  private  are 
the  plans  that  no  stranger  is  allowed  to  see  the  work, 
and  many  of  the  doors  are  closed  up,  so  that  the  work- 
men have  to  go  in  and  out  of  the  windows,  by  ladders. 

Louisiana  Sugar.  The  Franklin  (Lou  .)  Banner  of 
the  11th  instant  states  that  all  the  planters  in  that 
neighborhood  were  actively  preparing  for  the  making 
of  sugar. 

Seven  birds,  of  the  new  crop  had  reached  New  Or- 
leans, and  were  sold  atnme  cents  per  lb. 

There  were  no  less  than  143  wagons  attending  mar- 
ket at  Wheeling  on  Tuesday  last. 

The  short  lapse  of  six  months,  in  which  interval  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments  took  place,  has  pro- 
duced a wonderful  change  in  the  rates  ol  exchange 
between  the  northern  and  southern  sections  of  the 
United  States. 

The  Georgia  railroad  will  be  opened  for  transporta- 
tion on  the  25th  December  from  Augusta  to  Greens- 
borough,  a distance  of  84  miles. 

The  navigation  of  the  entire  line  of  the  Juniata  divi- 
sion of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  was  resumed  on  the 
19th  ult. — all  the  repairs  having  been  completed. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  will  be  closed  for 
repairs  on  the  15th  December  next,  between  Harper’s 
Ferry  and  Seneca. 

On  Monday  last  an  election  took  place  in  Boston  for 
36  members  of  the  state  legislature,  to  fill  vacancies. 

The  Ohio  river  was  falling  slowly  at  the  end  of  last 
week.  At  Pittsburgh  there  were  four  feet  six  inches  of 
water  in  the  channel,  and  at  Wheeling  about  seven  feet. 

From  Havana.  Recent  accounts  from  Havana  state 
that  an  ordinance  has  been  passed,  providing  for  the 
trial,  within  a few  days,  of  all  persons  arrested  for  of- 
fences of  whatever  kind.  Heretofore,  suspected  per- 1 
sons  have  been  held  in  custody  for  years,  without  being  j 
I brought  to  trial. 
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QC^*For  a number  of  highly  interesting  articles 
see  page  235. 

Qtj-Mr.  Cuthbert  of  Georgia  has  not  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

{JtJ-Our  pages  contain  all  the  details  of  the  organ- 
ization of  both  houses  of  congress  on  Monday  last, 
the  message  of  the  president,  &c.  In  our  next  vve 
will  give  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
and  willcomplete,  us  speedily  as  possible,  the  pub- 
lication of  the  reports  from  the  other  departments. 

The  members  of  both  houses,  with  few  excep- 
tions, appear  to  be  in  excel'ent  health  and  goo  1 
spiiits,  and  resolutely  bent  upon  the  business  of  the 
session.  It  will  doubtless  cause  some  scenes  of 
exciting  interest,  in  the  present  state  of  the  two 
great  parties;  but,  as  an  “honest  chronicler,”  the 

Register”  can  do  no  more  than  notice  the  pro- 
gress of  events,  and  faithfully  record  results,  leaving 
it  to  our  readers  to  form  their  own  conclusions,  un- 
biassed by  our  opinions  or  prejudices.  To  enable 
them  to  do  so,  no  pains  shall  be  spared  or  labor 
withheld;  and,  unless  we  deceive  ourselves,  we 
think  the  measures  already  adopted  and  in  progress 
will  give  us  additional  claims  upon  those  who  have 
so  long  retied  upon  this  work  for  a fair  and  honest 
exposition  of  all  that  transpires  in  the  poli  tical 
world. 

Ocj-Bv  reference  to  page  237  and  the  postscript  on 
the  lastpage,  it  will  be  seen  that  great  excitement 
prevails  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  occasioned  by  the  vio- 
lent proceedings  of  the  respective  parties,  relative 
to  the  election  returns  of  Philadelphia  county.  The 
scenes  enacted  are  disgraceful  to  the  state  and  na- 
tion, and  a bitter  satire  upon  our  institutions  and 
the  public  intelligence;  for  it  strikes  us,  from  what 
we  have  seen  and  read,  that  less  than  half  a dozen 
calm  and  dispassionate  citizens  could  have  compro- 
mised the  difficulty  in  less  than  an  hour.  But,  in 
our  present  state  of  political  degradation, passion  and 
brute  force  too  often,  usurp  the  seats  of  reason  and 
common  sense. 

South  Carolina.  The  legislature  of  South 
Carolina  assembled  at  Columbia  on  the  26th  ult. 
The  officers  of  last  year  were  unanimously  re-elect- 
ed. We  have  received  a copy  of  the  governor’s 
message,  which  we  will  publish  when  we  are  not 
so  much  pressed  for  room  as  at  present, 

Missouri.  The  legislature  of  Missouri  met  at 
Jefferson  city  on  the  19th  ultimo.  Lieutenant  go- 
vernor Cannon  took  the  chair  in  the  senate,  and 
Thomas  H.  Harvey  was  elected  speaker  of  the 
house. 

On  the  21st  ultimo,  Mr.  Benton  was  re-elected  a 
senator  in  congress  from  the  state, *lor  six  years 
from  the  4th  of  March  next,  when  his  present  term 
expires.  The  vote  of  the  legislature  stood — Benton 
(Ad.)  75,  Leonard  (W.)  48. 

Mr.  Price,  the  U.  S.  attorney  for  the  southern 
district  of  New  York,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  follow- 
ing letter,  resigned  his  office  on  the  6th  inst.  for  the 
reasons  stated.  On  the  same  day  he  departed  for 
Liverpool  in  the  steam-ship  Liverpool.  This  latter 
movement  appears  to  have  been  unexpected,  and 
has  given  rise  to  rumors  that  he  is  a defaulter  to  a 
large  amount. 

The  blew  York  Commercial  says  the  collector  of 
New  York  “who  spent  Wednesday  evening  with 
Mr.  P.,  had  no  intimation  of  his  intention,  and  was 
not  aware  of  it  until  after  the  Liverpool  had  de- 
parted. Conjecture  is  already  busy  upon  the  cir- 
cumstance. Our  own  opinion,  however,  very  de- 
cidedly, is.  that  the  visit  of  Mr.  Price  to  Europe  is 
connected  with  the  affairs  of  his  friend,  Mr.  Swart- 
wout.” 

U.  S.  District  .Attorney's  Office, 

New  York,  Dec.  6, 1838. 

Sir:  In  the  course  of  my  public  and  personal  re- 
lations with  Samuel  Swartwout,  esq.  former  collec- 
tor of  this  district,  I have  had  no  occasion  to  ques- 
tion either  hi3  intention  or  ability  to  absolve  him- 
self from  all  obligations  to  government  or  indivi- 
duals. 

The  solicitor  of  the  treasury  has  officially  re- 
quested me  to  superintend  and  control  the  proceed- 
ings against  him  and  his  sureties,  for  the  collection 
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by  distress  warrant  against  his  person,  and  the 
goods  and  chattels,  lands  and  tenements  of  both 
principal  and  sureties. 

InasaMnch  as  I doubt  both  that  the  claim  agains 
him  (Swlrtwout,)  has  been  truly  stated,  and'  that 
the  summary  process  to  obtain  it  has  been  constitu- 
tionally issued  by  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  I 
beg  leave  to  decline  any  official  connexion  with  it. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I cannot  consent  to  be- 
come the  instrument  of  their  destruction.  My  of- 
fice of  district  attorney  of  the  United  State?  is 
therefore  hereby  surrendered  to  you,  with  the  hope 
that  you  will  speedily  direct  an  account  to  be  stated 
between  the  treasury  department  and  myself,  in 
order  that  I may  be  absolved  from  any  personal  lia- 
bility in  the  premises. 

The  amount  of  cost  due  to  me  for  the  unfinished 
business  of  the  office  I hold,  will  far  exceed  that 
which  I have  recently  received  from  debtors  of  the 
government,  and  will,  upon  a final  adjustment,  en- 
tirely acquit  me  of  any  indebtedness  to  it. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  WM.  M.  PRICE. 

Dist.  attorney  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York. 

TREASURY  NOTES — OFFICIAL. 

Treasury  department,  Dec.  1, 1838. 
The  whole  amount  of  treasury  notes  authorized 
by  the  act  of  Oct.  12,  1837,  has  been  issued,  viz. 

$ 10,000,000  00 

There  has  been  redeemed  of ‘hem' 

about  7,610,000  00 

The  new  emissions  made  in  place 
of  those,  under  the  act  of  May 
12,  1838,  have  been  only  5,709,810  01 

There  have  been  returned  of  these 

last  into  the  treasury  about  % 345,250  00 

This  leaves  a balance  of  all  out-  * 
standing  equal  to  only  about  7^753,560  01 

Lkvi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Progress  of  the  message.  The*  president  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Raii-road  Coiifpaify  had 
directed  one  of  the  best,  locomotives  to  be  used  in 
bringing  the  message  from  Washington  to  Baltimore. 
TheD“William  Cooke”  was  accordingly  detached 
for  the  service  and  placed  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
Wilde,  the  oldest  conductor  in  the  employ  of  the 
company,  and  an  officer  of  great  experience  and 
prudence.  The  locomotive  started  from  Washing- 
ton precisely  at  eighteen  minutes  after  1 P.  M. 
and  arrived  at  the  outer  depot  in  Baltimore  at  thirty 
five  minutes  after  two  o’clock — being  only  one  hour 
and  seventeen  minutes  on  the  road  between  the  two 
cities.  A delay  of  four  minutes  was  made  at  the 
Relay  house  for  water,  so  that  the  actual  time  of 
running  was  but  one  hour  andthirteen  minutes — ma- 
king the  rate  of  travel  about  thirty  onemiles  per  hour! 

The  message  reached  Philadelphia  on  Tuesday 
evening  at  seven  minutes  after  6ix  o’clock,  having 
been  conveyed  on  the  rail  road,  in  the  short  space 
of  three  hours  and  eighteen  minutes  from  Balti- 
more. 

It  reached  New  York  soon  after  1 1 o’clock  on 
Tuesday  evening,  in  ten  hours  from  Washington — a 
distance  of  about  240  miles! 

The  steamboat  John  W.  Richmond  was  in  wait- 
ing at  New  York  for  the  message,  being  hired  for 
that  purpose  by  the  Boston  Atlas,  and  soon  after  its 
arrival  there,  was  on  her  way  to  Providence.  It 
reached  Harrisburg  at  7-|  o’clock  on  Tuesday  eve- 
ning, having  been  forwarded  from  Baltimore  to 
York,  by  the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  rail-road, 
in  two  hours  and  twenty-eight  minutes,  and  thence 
to  Harrisburg  by  horse  express,  by  Messrs.  Stock- 
ton,  Falls  & Co.  the  enterprising  mail  contractors. 

The  Great  Western  mail,  containing  the  message, 
was  carried  from  Hagerstown  to  Cumberland,  a dis- 
tance of  sixty-four  miles,  over  the  mosf  mountain- 
ous section  of  the  route,  in  six  hours  and  forty-two 
minutes,  sad  arrived  in  Uniontown,  Pa.,  on  Wed- 
nesday at  a quarter  past  3 o’clock  p.  rn. — two  hun- 
dred miles  from  Baltimore.  We  have  not  heard 
from  the  southwest. 

Terrible  disasters.  From  the  New  Orleans 
Bee  of  the  28th  ult.  The  steamer  Tiber,  which  ar- 
rived this  morning  from  Louisville,  reports  that  she 
passed  the  wreck  of  the  steamboat  Genl.  Brown  at 
St.  Helena,  where  the  latter  had  collapsed  a flue. 


The  captain,  pilot,  one  of  the  engineers,  and  thirty 
other  persons  on  board  the  Gen.  Brown,  lost  their 
lives  by  the  calamity. 

The  following  comprises  the  list  of  killed,  as  far 
as  was  ascertained  when  the  Tiber  passed. 

Killed — The  captain  and  several  of  the  crew,  and 
the  following  passengers:  Messrs,  C.  Libley,  D.  L. 
Davis,  N.  A.  Miller, — George,  Dr.  Price,  H.  M. 
Blanchard,  E.  Hubbard, — Johnson,  J.  K.  Garth- 
waithe,  T.  D.  Lewis, — Keane,  T.  D.  Levey,  and 
one  other,  name  unknown. 

The  Tiber  also  reports  the  steamer  Camanch'’  to 
be  sunkvbelow  Salt  river,  and  tile  Ozark  hard, 
aground  at  Cumberland  Island. 

We  learn  from  the  Baltimore  American  that  a 
serious  rail  road  accident  occurred  on  Wednesday 
evening  last,  on  the  Philadelphia  rail  road.  In 
consequence  of  employing  an  extra  locomotive  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  president’s  message,  on  Tues- 
day, it  became  necessary  to  send  an  engine  to  Ha- 
vre de  Grace  Wednesday  morning,  and  one  (to  which 
were  attached  a few  burden  cars,  containing,  how- 
ever, but  very  little  freight,)  was  ordered  to  start 
from  Canton  immediately  after  the  arrival  of  a train 
of  freight  cars  from  Philadelphia.  The  engineer, 
either  misunderstanding  the  order,  or  hoping  to  be 
able  with  his  very  light  load  to  reach  the  first  turn- 
out before  the  arrival  of  the  coming  train,  started 
his  engine  before  the  time  appointed,  and  had  pro- 
ceeded to  within  half  a mile  of  Stemmer’s  run,  ( the 
first  stopping  point,)  when  the  train  from  Phila- 
delphia approached,  and  owing  to  the  prevalence 
of  a dense  log  neither  engineer  discovered  his  dan- 
ger until  too  late  to  apply  the  impeding  power. 
The  consequence  was  that  the  two  locomotives 
came  together  with  great  violence,  and  in  an  in- 
stant both  engines,  with  all  the  cars  attached  to 
them,  were  thrown  into  a confused  heap  of  ruins. 
Mr.  Edward  Ford,  the  engineer  of  the  train  from 
Philadelphia,  and  a fireman  on  the  train  going  out, 
were  instantly  killed.  The  engineer  of  the  other 
locomotive  and  several  firemen  leaped  from  the 
cars  previous  to  the  collision,  and  although  they 
saved  their  lives,  we  iearn  that  they  are  all  mor^  or 
less  injured. 

Accident.  The  stage  containing  Messrs.  Clay 
and  Crittenden,  of  the  senate,  and  Messrs.  Pope,  of 
Ky.  and  Beirne,  of  Va.  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, was  upset  on  Friday,  the  30th  ult.  near 
Brownsville,  Pa.;  Mr.Clay  was  considerably  bruised, 
but  was  able  to  pursue  his  journey,  and  visited 
Philadelphia  previous  to  coming  to  this  city.  Mr. 
Crittenden  suffered  but  slightly.  Mr.  Pope  was 
also  much  bruised  and  had  his  head  slightly  cut. 
Mr.  Beirne  of  Va.  was  the  greatest  sufferer;  his 
collar  bone  was  broken  and  one  of  his  arms  and  side 
greatly  bruised.  He  is,  however,  rapidly  recovering, 
and  was  in  his  seat  on  the  opening  of  the  session. 
Messrs.  Crittenden  and  Pope  were  also  present  and 
n their  seats. 

Money  market.  From  the  New  York  Express. 
The  regulation  of  the  United  States  Bank,  requir- 
ing fifteen  per  cent,  to  be  paid,  on  all  loans  on  stock, 
every  sixty  days,  will  have  some  considerable  ef- 
fect on  stocks  here  and  in  Philadelphia.  At  the 
latter  place  the  local  banks  are  in  debt  to  the 
United  States  Bank,  and  consequently  cannot  much 
increase  their  line  of  discounts  at  this  time.  The  re- 
sult of  this  is,  that  money  in  that  city  continues 
scarce.  The  case  here,  however,  is  different,  inas- 
much as  our  merchants  do  not  owe  the  banks  a 
comparatively  large  sum. 

In  May  last,  when  the  banks  resumed,  their 
line  of  discounts  was  lower  than  it  had  been  for 
years;  and  since  that  period  but  about, six  months 
have  elapsed,  during  which  time  the  banks  have 
loaned  with  great  care,  and  extreme  caution.  The 
New  York  banks  are,  therefore,  in  a very  heallhy 
and  sound  condition.  The  merchants  are  easy, 
and  there  is  no  comparative  pressure  among  the 
great  mercantile  interest.  It  is  remarkable  that  at 
this  time  there  are  fewer  merchants’  notes  in  Wall 
street  than  is  common.  Many  of  our  merchants 
are  discounting  their  own  notes  at  7 per  cent,  per 
annum.  The  operation  of  the  money  arrangements 
has  the  effect,  however,  to  pinch  the  stock  brokers 
and  speculators,  and  hence  the  constant  pressure  on 
the  stock  market. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

THIRD  SESSION — SENATE. 

December  3.  The  hon.  William  R.  King,  of  Ala- 
bama, president  pro.  tern,  of  the  senate,  having  taken 
the  chair,  the  following  senators  were  in  attend- 
ance: 

From  Maine,  Mr.  Ruggles  and  Mr.  Williams. 
From  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Hubbard  and  Mr. 
Pierce. 

From  Vermont,  Mr.  Prentiss  and  Mr.  Swift. 

From  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Davis. 

From  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Knight  and  Mr.  Rob- 
bins. 

From  Connecticut,  Mr.  Niles  and  Mr.  Smith. 

Fiom  New  York,  Mr.  Wright. 

From  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Wall. 

From  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr. 
McKean. 

From  Delaware,  Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr.  Clayton. 
From  Maryland,  Mr.  Merrick. 

From  Virginia,  Mr.  Rives  and  Mr.  Roane. 

From  Nor di  Carolina,  Mr.  Strange. 

From  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Calhoun. 

From  3-eorgia,  Mr.  Lumpkin. 

From  Kentucky,  Mr.  Crittenden. 

From  Tennessee,  Mr.  Foster,  (new  member.) 
From  Ohio,  Mr.  Allen  and  Mr.  Morris. 

From  Louisiana,  none. 

From  Indiana,  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Tipton. 

From  Mississippi,  none. 

From  Illinois,  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Young. 
From  Alabama,  Mr.  King. 

From  Missouri,  none. 

From  Arkansas,  Mr.  Fullon. 

From  Michigan,  Mr.  Norvell. 

The  oath  of  office  was  then  administered  by  the 
Chair  to  Mr.  FosLer,  appointed  a senator  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Grun- 
dy, of  Tennessee.' 

. On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  the  president  of  the 
senate  was  directed  to  inform  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives that  a quorum  of  the  senate  was  assem- 
bled, and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  a committee  of  the  senate  be  ap- 
pointed to  join  a committee  on  the  part  of  the  house 
to  wait  upon  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that  a quorum  was  assembled  and  ready 
to  receive  any  communicalion  which  he  might  think 
proper  to  submit. 

Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Allen  were  accordingly  ap- 
pointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKean,  the  usual  resolution 
was  adopted  in  relation  to  the  supply  of  three  daily 
newspapers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  when  the  senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn 
to  meet  at  12  o'clock. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

December  I.  Notices.  By  Mr.  Knight,  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a bill  to  allow  a drawback  on  imported 
hemp,  "when  manufactured  into  cordage  and  ex- 
ported.. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public 
lands. 

Mr.  Bayard  suggested  that  the  appointment  of 
the  standing  committees  for  the  present  session  be 
made  by  the  chair,  as  at  the  last;  but  Mr.  Hubbard 
objecting  to  the  motion  at  this  time,  on  account  of 
the  absence  of  several  of  the  body,  Mr.  B.  did  not 
press  it. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  president  amt  inform  him  of  the  organ- 
ization of  the  two  houses,  reported  that  they  had 
performed  that  duty,  and  that  the  president  would 
immediately  make  a communication  to  congress. 

Soon  after  the  following  message  was  received;  and 
having  be  n read  by  the  secretary  of  the  senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  5,000  additional  copies  with- 
out the  accompanying  documents,  and  1,500  copies 
of  the  message  and  documents,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed;  and  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

MESSAGE 

Of  the  president  of  the  United  Stales,  transmitted  to 
both  houses  of  congress,  December  4,  1638. 
Fellow-citizens  of  the  senate 

and  house  of  representatives:  , 

I congratulate  you  on  the  favorable  circumstan- 
ces in  the  condition  of  our  country,  under  which 
you  re-assemble  for  the  performance  of  your  official 
duties.  Though  thS  anticipations  of  an  abundant 
harvest  have  not  every  where  been  realized,  yet,  on 
the  whole,  the  labors  of  the  husbandman  are  re- 
warded with  a bountiful  return;  industry  prospers 
in  iis  various  .channels  of  business  and  enterprise; 
general  health  again  prevails  through  onr  vast  di- 
versity of  climate;  nothing  threatens  from  abroad 
the  continuance  of  external  peace;  nor  has  any 


thing  at  home  impaired  the  strength  of  those  frater- 
nal and  domestic  ties  which  constitute  the  only 
guaranty  to.  the  success  and  permanency  of  our 
happy  union,  and  which,  formed  in  the  hour  of 
peril,  have  hitherto  been  honorably  sustained 
through  every  vicissitude  in  our  national  affairs. 
These  blessings,  which  evince  the  care  and  benefi- 
cence of  Providence,  call  for  our  devout  and  fer- 
vent gratitude. 

We  have  not  less  reason  to  be' grateful  for  other 
bounties  bestowed  by  the  same  munificent  hand, 
and  more  exclusively  our  own. 

The  present  year  closes  the  first  half  century  of 
our  federal  institutions;  and  our  system — differing 
from  all  others  in  the  acknowledged,  practical,  and 
unlimited  operation  which  it  has  for  so  long  a period 
given  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  people — has  now 
been  fully  tested  by  experience. 

The  constitution,  devised  by  our  forefathers  as 
the  framework  and  bond  of  that  system,  then  un- 
tried, has  become  a settled  form  of  government;  ' 
not  only  preserving  and  protecting  the  great  prin-  I 
ciples  upon  which  it  was  founded,  but  wonderfully 
promoting  individual  happiness  and  private  inter- 
ests. Though  subject  to  change  and  entire  revo- 
cation, whenever  deemed  inadequate  to  all  these 
purposes,  yet  such  is  the  wisdom  of  its  construc- 
tion, and  so  stable  has  been  the  public  sentiment, 
that  it  remains  unaltered,  except  in  matters  of  de- 
tail, comparatively  unimportant.  It  has  proved 
amply  sufficient  lor  the  various  emergencies  inci- 
dent to  our  condition  as  a nation.  A formidable 
foreign  war;  agitating  collisions  between  domestic 
and,  in  some  respects,  rival  sovereignties;  tempta- 
tions to  interfere  in  the  intestine  commotions  of 
neighboring  countries;  tile  dangerous  influences 
that  arise  in  periods  of  excessive  prosperity;  and 
the  anti -republican  tendencies  of  associated  wealth 
— these,  with  other  trials  not  less  formidable,  have 
all  been  encountered,  and  thus  far  successfully  re- 
sisted. 

It  was  reserved  for  the  American  union  to  test 
the  advantages  of  a government  entirely  dependent 
on  the  continual  exercise  of  the  popular  will;  and 
our  experience  lias  shown  that  it  is  as  beneficent  in 
practice  as  it  isrjyst  in  theory.  Each  successive 
change  made  in  our  local  institutions  has  contribu- 
ted to  extend  the  fight  of  suffrage,  has  increased 
the  direct  influence  of  the  mass  of  the  community, 
given  greater  freedom  to  individual  exertion,  and 
restricted,  more  and  more,  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment; yet  the  intelligence,  prudence,  and  patriot- 
ism of  the  people  have  kept  pace  with  this  aug- 
mented responsibility.  In  no  country  has  educa- 
tion been  so  widely  diffused.  Domestic  peace  has 
nowhere  so  largely  reigned.  The  close  bonds  of 
social  intercourse  have  ir_  no  instance  prevailed 
with  such  harmony  over  a space  so  vast.  All 
forms  of  religion  have  united,  for  the  first  time, 
to  diffuse  charity  and  piety,  because,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  nations,  all  have  been  totally 
untrammelled,  arid  absolutely  Tree.  The  deepest 
recesses  of  the  wilderness  have  been  penetrated; 
yet,  instead  of  the  rudeness  in  the  social  condition 
consequent  upon  such  adventures  elsewhere,  nu- 
merous communities  have  spung  up,  already  un- 
rivalled in  prosperity,  general  intelligence,  inter- 
nal tranquillity,  and  the  wisdom  of  their  political 
institutions.  Internal  improvement,  the  fruit  of 
individual  enterprise,  fostered  by  the  protection  of 
the  states,  has  added  new  links  to  the  confedera- 
tion, and  fresh  rewards  to  provident  industry. 
Doubtful  questions  of  domestic  policy  have  been 
quietly  settled  by  mutual  forbearance;  and  agricul- 
ture, commerce,  and  manufactures,  minister  to 
each  other.  Taxation  and  public  debt,  the  burdens 
which  bear  so  heavily  upon  all  other  countries, 
have  pressed  with  comparative  lightness  upon  us. 
Without  one  entangling  alliance,  our  friendship  is 
prized  by  every  nation;  and  the  rights  of  our  citi- 
zens are  every  where  respected,  because  they  are 
known  to  be  guarded  bv  a united,  sensitive,  and 
watchful  people. 

To  this  practical  operation  of  wur  institutions, 
so  evident  and  successful,  we  owe  that  increased 
attachment  to  them  which  is  among  the  most  cheer- 
ing exhibitions  of  popularsentiinent,  and  will  prove 
their  best  security,  in  time  to  come,  against  foreign 
or  domestic  assault. 

This  review  of  the  results  of  our  institutions,  for 
half  a century,  without  exciting  a spirit  of  vain 
exultation,  should  serve  to  impress  upon  us  the 
great  principles  from  which  they  have  sprung;  con- 
stant and  direct  supervision  by  the  people  over 
every  public  measure;  strict  forbearance  on  the 
part  of  the  government  from  exercising  any  doubt- 
ful or  disputed  powers;  and  a cautious  abstinence 
from  all  interference  with  concerns  which  properly 
belong,  and,  are  best  left  to  state  regulations  and 
individual  enterprise. 


Full  information  of  the  state  of  our  foreign  at 
fairs  having  been  recently,  on  two  different  occa- 
sions, submitted  to  congress,  I deem  it  necessary 
now  to  bring  to  your  notice  only  such  events  a3 
have  subsequently  occurred,  or  are  of  such  im- 
portance as  to  require  particular  attention. 

The  most  amicable  dispositions  continue  to  be 
exhibited  by  all  the  nations  with  whom  the  govern- 
ment and  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  an 
habitual  intercourse.  At  the  date  of  my  last  an- 
nual message,  Mexico  was  the  only  nation  which 
could  not  be  included  in  so  gratifying  a reference 
to  our  foreign  relations. 

I am  happy  to  be  now  able  to  inform  you,  that 
an  advance  has  been  made  towards  the  adjustment 
of  our  difficulties  with  that  republic,  and  the  re- 
storation of  the  customary  good  feeling  between 
tlie  two  nations.  This  important  change  has  been 
effected  by  conciliatory  negotiations,  that  have  re- 
sulted in  the  conclusion  of  a treaty  between  the 
two  governments,  which,  when  ratified,  will  refer 
to  the  arbitrament  of  a friendly  power  all  the  sub- 
jects of  controversy  between  us  growing  out  of  in- 
juries to  individuals.  There  is,  at  present,  also, 
reason  to  believe  that  an  equitable  settlement  of  all 
disputed  points  will  be  atlained  without  further 
difficulty  or  unnecessary  delay,  and  thus  authorize 
the  free  resumption  of  diplomatic  intercourse  with 
our  sister  republic. 

With  respect  to  the  northeastern  boundary  of  the 
United  Slates,  no  official  correspondence  between 
this  government  and  that  of  Great  Britain  has 
passed  since  that  communicated  to  congress  to- 
wards the  close  of  their  L.st  session.  The  offer  to 
negotiate  a convention  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  commission  of  survey  and  exploiation,  I am, 
however,  assured  will  be  met  by  her  majesty’s  go- 
vernment in  a conciliatory  and  friendly  spirit,  and 
instructions  to  enable  the  British  minister  here  to 
conclude  such  an  arrangement  will  be  transmitted 
to  him  without  needless  delay.  It  is  hoped  and 
expected  that  these  instructions  will  be  of  a liberal 
character,  and  that  this  negotiation,  if  successful, 
will  prove  to  he  an  important  step  towards  the  sa- 
tisfactory and  final  adjustment  of  the  controversy. 

I had  hoped  that  the  respect  for  the  laws  and  re- 
gard for  the  peace  and  honor  of  their  own  country, 
which  have  ever  characterized  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  would  have  prevented  any  portion 
of  them  from  using  any  means  to  promote  insur- 
rection in  the  territory  of  a power  with  which  we 
are  at  peace,  and  with  which  the  United  States  are 
desirous  of  maintaining  the  most  iriendly  relations. 
I regret  deeply,  however,  to  be  obliged  to  inform 
you  that  this  lias  not  been  the  case.  Information 
has  been  given  to  me,  derived  from  official  and 
other  sources,  that  many  citizens  of  the  United 
States  have  associated  together  to  make  hostile  in- 
cursions from  our  territory  into  Canada,  and  to  aid 
and  abet  insurrection  there,  in  violation  ol  the  ob- 
ligations and  lavvs  of  the  U nited  States,  and  in  open 
disregard  of  their  own  duties  as  citizens.  This  in- 
formation has  been  in  part  confirmed  by  a hostile 
invasion  actually  made  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States  in  conjunction  with  Canadians  and  others, 
and  accompanied  by  a forcible  seizure  of  the  pro- 
perty of  our  citizens,  and  an  application  thereof  to 
the  prosecution  of  military  operations  against  the 
autiiorities  and  people  ot  Canada. 

The  results  of  these  criminal  assaults  upon  the 
peace  and  order  of  a neighboring  country  have 
been,  as  was  to  be  expected,  fatally  destructive 
to  the  misguided  or  deluded  persons  engaged  in 
them,  and  highly  injurious  to  those  in  whose  be- 
half they  are  professed  to  have  been  undertaken. 
The  authorities  in  Canada,  from  intelligence  re- 
ceived of  such  intended  movements  among  our  citi- 
zens, have  felt  themselves  obliged  to  take  precau- 
tionary measures  against  them;  have  actually  em- 
bodied the  militia,  and  assumed  an  attitude  to  repel 
the  invasion  to  which*  they  believed  the  colonies 
were  exposed  from  the  United  States.  A state  of 
feeling  on  both  sides  of  the  frontier  lias  tl  us  been 
produced,  which  called  for  prompt  and  vigorous  in- 
terference. If  an  insurrection  existed  in  Canada, 
tiie  amicable  dispositions  of  the  United  States  to- 
wards Great  Britain,  as  well  as  their  duty  to  them- 
selves, would  lead  them  to  maintain  a strict  neu- 
trality.'and  to  restrain  their  citizens  from  £)11  viola- 
tions' of  the  laws  which  have  been  passed  for  its 
enforcement.  But  this  government  recognizes  a 
still  higher  obligation  to  repress  all  attempts  on  the 
part  of  its  citizens  to  disturb  the  peace  of  a coun- 
try where  order  prevails,  or  lias  been  re-establish- 
ed. Depredations  by  our  citizens  upon  nations  at 
peace  with  the  United  States,  or  combinations  for 
committing  them,  have  at  all  times  been  regarded 
by  the  American  government  and  people  with  the 
greatest  abhorrence.  Military  incursions  by  our 
citizens  into  countries  so  situated,  and  the  commis- 
sion of  acts  of  violence  on  the  members  thereof,  in 
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order  to  effect  a change  in  its  government,  or  un- 
der any  pretext  whatever,  have,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  our  government,  been  held  equally 
criminal  on  the  part  of  those  engaged  in  them,  and 
as  much  deserving  of  punishment  as  would  be  the 
disturbance  of  the  public  peace  by  the  perpetration 
of  similar  acts  within  our  own  territory. 

By  no  country  or  persons  have  these  invaluable 
principles  of  international  law — principles,  the 
strict  observance  of  which  is  so  indispensable  to 
the  preservation  of  social  order  in  the  world — been 
more  earnestly  cherished  or  sacredly  respected  than 
by  those  great  and  good  men  who  first  declared, 
and  finally  established  the  independence  of  our  own 
country.  They  promulgated  and  maintained  them 
at  an  early  and  critical  period  in  our  history;  they 
were  subsequently  embodied  in  legislative  enact- 
ments of  a highly  penal  character,  the  faithful  en- 
forcement of  which  has  hitherto  been,  and  will,  I 
trust,  always,  continue  to  be,  regard-d  as  a duty 
inseparably  associated  with  the  maintenance  of  our 
national  honor.  That  the  people  of  the  United 
States  should  feel  an  interest  in  the  spread  of  po- 
litical institutions  as  free  as  they  regard  their  own 
to  be,  is  natural;  nor  can  a sincere  solicitude  for  the 
success  of  all  those  who  are,  at  any  time,  in  good 
faith  struggling  for  their  acquisition,  be  imputed  to 
our  citizens  as  a crime.  With  the  entire  freedom 
of  opinion,  and  an  undisguised  expression  thereof, 
on  their  part,  the  government  has  neither  the  right, 
nor,  I trust,  the  disposition  to  interfere.  But  whe- 
ther the  interest  or  the  honor  of  the  United  States 
require  that  they  should  be  made  a party  to  any 
such  struggle,  and  by  inevitable  consequence,  to 
the  war  which  is  waged  in  its  support,  is  a ques- 
tion which,  by  our  constitution,  is  wisely  left  to 
congress  alone  to  decide.  It  is,  by  the  laws,  al- 
ready made  criminal  in  our  citizens  to  embarrass  or 
anticipate  that  decision,  by  unauthorized  military 
operations  on  their  part.  Offences  of  this  charac- 
ter, in  addition  to  their  criminality  as  violations  of 
the  laws  ot  our  country,  have  a direct  tendency  to 
draw  down  upon  our  own  citizens  at  large  the  mul- 
tiplied evils  of  a foreign  war,  and  expose  to  inju- 
rious imputations  the  good  faith  and  honor  of  the 
country.  As  such  they  deserve  to  be  put  down 
with  promptitude  and  decision.  I cannot  be  mis- 
taken, I am  confident,  in  counting  on  the  cordial 
and  general  concurrence  of  our  fellow-citizens  in 
this  sentiment.  A copy  of  the  proclamation  which 
I have  telt  it  my  duty  to  issue,  is  herewith  commu- 
nicated. I cannot  but  hope  that  the  good  sense  and 
patriotism,  the  regard  for  the  honor  and  reputation 
ot  their  country,  the  respect  fof  the  laws  which 
they  have  themselves  enacted  for  their  own  go- 
vernment, and  the  love  of  order  for  which  the  mass 
ol  our  people  have  been  so  long  and  justly  distin- 
guished, will  deter  the  comparatively  few  who  are 
engaged  in  them  from  a further  prosecution  of  such 
desperate  enterprises.  In  the  meantime,  the  ex- 
isting laws  have  been,  and  will  continue  to  he, 
faithfully  executed;  and  every  effort  will  be  made 
to  carry  them  out  in  their  full  extent.  Whether 
they  are  sufficient  or  not,  to  meet  the  actual  state 
of  things  on  the  Canadian  frontier,  it  is  for  congress 
to  decide. 

It  will  appear  from  the  correspondence  herewith 
submitted  that  the  government  of  Russia  declines  a 
renewal  ol  the  fourth  article  of  the  convention  of 
April,  1824,  between  the  United  States  and  his  Im- 
perial Majesty,  by  the  third  article  of  Which  it  is 
agreed  lhal  “hereafter  there  shall  not  be  formed  by 
the  citizens  ol  the  United  States,  or  under  the  au- 
thority ot  the  said  states,  any  establishment  upon  | 
the  northwest  coast  of  America,  nor  in  any  of  the  , 
islands  adjacent,  to  the  north  of  54°  40'  of  north  i 
latitude;  and  that  in  the  same  manner  there  shall  be  , 
none  lormed  by  Russian  subjects,  or  under  the  au- 
thority of  Russia,  south  of  the  same  parallel;”  and 
by  the  lourth  article,  “that,  during  a term  of  ten 
years,  counting  from  the  signature  of  the  present 
convention,  the  ships  of  both  powers,  or  which  be- 
long to  their  citizens  or  subjects  respectively,  may 
reciprocally  frequent,  without  any  hindrance  what- 
ever, the  interior  seas,  gulfs,  harbors,  and  creeks 
u£on  the  coast  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article, 
for  the  purpose  of  fishing  and  trading  with  the  na 
tivesof  the  country.”  Tne  reasons  assigned  for  de- 
clining to  renew  the  provisions  of  this  ai tide,  are, 
briefly,  that  the  only  use  made  by  our  citizens  of 
the  privilege  it  secures  to  them,  has  been  to  supply 
the  Indians  with  spirituous  liquors,  ammunition,  and 
fire-arms;  that  thi3  traffic  has  been  excluded  from 
the  Russian  trade;  and  as  the  supplies  furnished 
from  the  United  States  are  injurious  to  the  Russian 
establishments  on  the  northwest  coast,  and  calculated 
to  produce  complaints  between  the  two  govern- 
ments, his  Imperial  Majesty  thinks  it  for  the  interest 
of  both  countries  not  to  accede  to  the  proposition 
made  by  the  American  government  for  the  renewal 
of  the  article  last  referred  to.  . 


The  correspondence  herewith  communicated  will 
show  the  grounds  upon  which  we  contend  that  the 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates  have,  independent  of 
the  provisions  of  the  convention  of  1824,  a right  to 
trade  with  the  natives  upon  the  coast  in  question, 
at  unoccupied  places,  liable,  however,  it  is  admitted, 
to  be  at  any  time  extinguished  by  the  creation  of 
Russian  establishments  at  such  points.  This  right  is 
denied  by  the  Russian  government,  which  asserts 
that,  by  the  operation  of  the  treaty  of  1824,  each 
party  agreed  to  waive  the  general  right  to  land  on 
the  vacant  coasts  on  the  respective  sides  of  the  de- 
gree of  latitude  referred  to,  and  accepted,  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  mutual  privileges  mentioned  in  the 
fourth  article.  The  capital  and  tonnage  employed 
by  our  citizens  in  their  trade  with  the  northwest  coast 
of  America,  will,  perhaps,  on  adverting  to  the  offi- 
cial statements  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
the  United  States  for  the  last  few  years,  he  deemed 
too  inconsiderable  in  amount  to  attract  much  at- 
tention; yet  the  subject  may,  in  other  respects,  de- 
serve the  careful  consideration  of  congress. 

1 regret  to  state  that  the  blockade  of  the  principal 
ports  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Mexico,  which,  in  con- 
sequence of  differences  between  the  republic  and 
France,  was  instituted  in  May  last,  unfortunately 
still  continues,  enforced  by  a competent  French  na- 
val force,  and  is  necessarily  embarrassing  lo  our 
owe  trade  in  the  gulf,  in  common  with  that  of  other 
nations.  Every  disposition,  however,  is  believed 
to  exist  on  the  part  of  the  French  government,  to 
render  this  measure  as  little  onerous  as  practicable 
to  the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  to  those  of  neutral  commerce;  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  an  early  settlement  of  the  difficulties  be- 
tween France  and  Mexico,  will  soon  re-establish  tiie 
harmonious  relations  formerly  subsisting  between 
them,  and  again  open  the  ports  of  that  republic  to 
the  vessels  of  all  friendly  nations. 

A convention  tor  marking  that  part  of  the  boun- 
dary between  the  United  States  and  the  republic  of 
Texas,  which  extends  from  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine 
to  tile  Red  river,  was  concluded  and  signed  at  this 
city  on  the  25th  of  April  last.  It  ha=  since  been 
ratified  by  both  governments;  and  seasonable  mea- 
sures will  be  taken  to  carry  it  into  effect  on  the  part 
of  the  United  Slates. 

The  application  of'  that  republic  for  admission 
into  this  union,  made  in  Augnst,  1837,  and  which 
was  declined  for  reasons  already  made  known  to 
you,  has  been  formally  withdrawn,  as  will  appear 
from  the  accompanying  copy  of  the  note  of  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  Texas,  which  was  pre- 
sented to  the  secretary  of  state  on  the  occasion  of 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  convention 
above  mentioned. 

Copies  of  the  convention  with  Texas,  of  a com- 
mercial treaty  concluded  with  the  king  of  Greece, 
and  of  a similar  treaty  with  the  Pern-Bolivian  con- 
federation, the  ratifications  of  which  have  been  re- 
cently exchanged,  accompany  this  message  tor  the 
information  of  congress,  and  tor  such  legislative  en- 
actments as  may  be  found  necessary  or  expedient,  in 
relation  to  either  of  them. 

To  watch  over  and  foster  the  interests  of  a gra- 
dually increasing  and  widely  extended  commerce; 
to  guard  the  rights  of  American  citizens,  whom  busi- 
ness, or  pleasure,  or  other  motives,  may  tempt  into 
distant  dimes,  and  at  the  same  time  to  cultivate 
those  sentiments  of  mutual  respect  and  good  will 
which  experience  has  proved  so  beneficial  in  inter- 
national intercourse,  the  government  of  the  United 
States  has  deemed  it  expedient,  fi oin  time  to  time, 
to  establish  diplomatic  connections  with  different 
foreign  states,  by  the  appointment  of  representa- 
tives to  reside  within  their  respective  territories.  I 
am  gratified  to  be  enabled  to  announce  to  you  that, 
since  the  close  of  your  last  session,  these  relations 
have  been  opened  under  the  happiest  auspices  with 
Austria  and  the  Two  Sicilies;  that  new  nominalions 
have  been  made  in  the  respective  missions  of  Rus- 
sia, Brazil,  Belgium,  and  Sweden  and  Norway,  in 
this  country;  and  that  a minister  extraordinary  has 
been  received,  accredited  to  this  government  from 
the  Argentine  confederation. 

An  exposition  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  of  their  condition  for  the  past  year,  will 
be  made  to  you  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

The  available  balance  in  the  treasury,  on  the  1st 
of  January  next,  is  estimated  at  $2,765,342.  The 
receipts  of  the  year,  from  customs  and  lands,  will 
probably  amount  to  $20,615,598.  These  usual  sour- 
ces of  revenue  have  been  increased  by  the  issue  of 
treasury  notes — of  which  less  than  eight  millions  of 
dollars,  including  interest  and  principal,  will  be 
outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year — and  by  the  sale 
of  one  of  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  for  $2,254,871.  The  aggregate  of  means 
from  these  and  other  sources,  with  the  balance  on 
hand  on  the  1st  of  January  last,  has  been  applied  lo 
the  payment  of  appropriations  by  congress.  The 


whole  expenditure  for  the  year  on  their  account,  in- 
cluding the  redemption  of  more  than  eight  millions 
ol  treasury  notes,  constitutes  an  aggregate  of  about 
lorly  millions  of  dollars,  and  will  still  leave  in  the 
treasury  the  balance  betbre  stated. 

Nearly  eight  millions  of  dollars  of  treasury  notes 
are  to  be  paid  during  the  coming  year,  in  addition  to 
the  ordinary  appropriations  for  the  support  of  go- 
vernment. For  both  these  purposes,  the  resources 
ot  the  treasury  will  undoubtedly  be  sufficient,  if  the 
charges  upon  it  are  not  increased  beyond  the  annual 
estimates.  No  excess,  however,  is  likely  to  exist; 
nor  can  the  postponed  instalment  of  the  surplus  re- 
venue be  deposited  with  the  states,  nor  any  con- 
siderable appropriations  beyond  the  estimates  be 
made,  without  causing  a deficiency  in  the  treasury. 
The  great  caution,  advisable  at  all  times,  of  limiting 
appropriations  to  the  wants  of  (he  public  service,  is 
rendered  necessary  at  present  by  the  prospective 
and  rapid  reduction  of  the  tariff’;  while  the  vigilant 
jealousy  evidently  excited  among  the  people  by  the 
occurrences  of  the  last  few  years  assures  us  that 
they  expect  from  their  representatives,  and  will  sus- 
tain them  in  the  exercise  of,  the  most  rigid  economy. 
Much  can  be  effected  by  postponing  appropriations 
not  immediately  required  for  the  ordinary  public 
service,  or  for  any  pressing  emergency;  and  much 
by  reducing  the  expenditures  where  the  entire  and 
immediate  accomplishment  of  the  objects  in  view  is 
not  indispensable. 

W hen  we  call  to  rnimi  the  recent  arid  extreme  em- 
barrassments produced  by  excessive  issues  of  bank 
paper,  aggravated  by  the  unforseen  withdrawal  of 
much  foreign  capital,  and  the  inevitable  derange- 
ment arising  from  the  distribution  of  the  surplus 
revenue  among  the  states  as  required  by  congress; 
and  consider  the  heavy  expenses  incurred  by  the 
removal  of  Indian  tribes;  by  the  military  operations 
in  Florida;  and  on  account  of  the  unusually  large  ap- 
propriations made  at  the  lust  two  annnal  sessions  of 
congress  for  other  objects,  we  have  striking  evi- 
dence, in  the  present  efficient  state  of  our  finances, 
of  the  abundant  resources  of  the  country  to  fulfil  all 
its  obligations.  Nor  is  it  less  gratifying  to  find  that 
the  general  business  of  the  community,  deeply  af- 
fected as  it  lias  been,  is  reviving  with  additional  vi- 
gor, chastened  by  the  lessons  of  the  past,  and  ani- 
mated by  the  hopes  of  the  future.  By  the  curtail- 
ment of  paper  issues;  by  curbing  the  sanguine  and 
adventurous  spirit  of  speculation;  and  by  the  honora- 
ble application  of  all  available  means  to  the  fulfil- 
ment ol  obligations,  confidence  lias  been  restored 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  ease  and  facility  se- 
cured to  alt  the  operations  of  trade. 

The  agency  of  the  government  in  producing  these 
results  lias  been  as  efficient  as  its  powers  and  means 
permitted.  By  withholding  from  the  states  the  de- 
positeot  the  fourth  instalment,  and  leaving  several 
millions  at  long  credits  with  the  banks,  principally  in 
one  section  of  the  country,  and  more  immediately 
benefieal  lo  it;  and,  at  the  same  time,  aiding,  the 
banks  and  commercial  communities  in  other  sec- 
tions, by  postponing  the  payment  of  bonds  for  du- 
ties to  (lie  amount  of  between  four  and  five  millions 
ol  dollars;  by  an  issue  of  treasury  notes  as  a means 
to  enable  the  government  to  meet  the  consequences 
of  their  indulgences;  but  affording,  at  the  same  time, 
facilities  for  remittance  and  exchange;  and  by  steadi- 
ly declining  to  employ  as  general  depositories  of 
the  public  revenues,  or  receive  the  notes  of  all  banks 
which  refused  to  redeem  them  with  specie:  by  these 
measures,  aided  by  the  favorable  action  of  some  of 
the  banks,  and  by  the  support  and  co-operation  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  community,  we  have  witnessed 
an  early  resumption  of  specie  payments  in  our  great 
commercial  capital,  promptly  followed  in  almost 
every  part  of  tiie  United  States.  This  result  has 
been  alike  salutary  to  the  true  interest  of  agricul- 
ture, commerce,  and  manufactures;  to  public  morals, 
respect  for  the  laws,  and  that  confidence  between 
man  and  man  which  is  so  essential  in  all  our  social 
relations. 

The  contrast  between  the  suspension  of  1S14  and 
that  of  1837  is  most  striking.  The  short  duration  ot 
the  latter;  the  prompt  restoration  of  business;  the 
evident  benefits  resulting  from  an  adherence  by  the 
government  to  the  constitutional  standard  of  value, 
instead  of  sanctioning  the  suspension  by  (be  receipt 
of  irredeemable  paper;  and  the  advantages  derived 
from  the  large  amount  of  specie  introduced  into  the 
country  previous  to  1837,  afford  a valuable  illustra- 
tion of  the  government  in  such  a crisis;  nor  can  (lie 
comparison  fail  to  remove  the  impression  that  a na- 
tional bank  is  necessary  in  such  emergencies.  Not 
only  were  specie  payments  resumed  without  its  aid, 
but  exchanges  have  also  been  more  rapidly  restored 
than  when  it  existed;  thereby  showing  that  private 
capital,  enterprise,  and  prudence,  are  fully  adequate 
to  these  ends.  On  all  these  points  experience  seems 
to  have  confirmed  the  views  heretofore  submitted  to 
cqpgress.  We  have  been  saved  the  mortification  of 
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see. leg  tne  (I ibl  n-sses.of  the  comiuiin  ly  for  the  third 
time  seized  on  to  fasten  upon  the  eouniiy  so  danger- 
ous an  institution;  and  we  may  also  hope  that  the 
business  ol  individuals  will  hereafter  be  relieved 
Iron)  the  injurious  eiiects  of  a continued  agitation  of 
that  disturbing  subject.  The  limited  influence  of  a 
national  bmk  in  averting  derangement  in  the  ex- 
changes of  I he  country,  or  in  compelling  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments,  is  now  not  less  appa- 
rent than  its  tendency  to  increase  inordinate  specula- 
tion by  sudden  expansion  and  contractions;  its  dis- 
posi t ion  lo  create  panic  and  embarrassment  lor  the 
promotion  of  its  own  designs;  ils  interference  with 
politics;  and  its  far  greater  power  lor  evil  than  lor 
good,  either  in  regard  to  the  local  institutions  or  the 
operations  of  government  itself.  What  v.as,  in  these 
respects,  hut  apprehension  or  opinion  when  a na- 
tional b mk  was  first  established,  now  stands  con 
firmed  b humiliating  experience.  The  scenes 
through  which  we  have  passed  conclusively  prove 
how  little  our  commerce,  agriculture,  manufactures, 
or  finances,  require  such  an  institution,  and  what 
dangers  are  attendant  on  its  power — a power,  1 
trust,  never  to  he  conferred  by  the  American  people 
upon  their  government,  and  still  less  upon  indi- 
viduals nut  responsible  to  them  lor  its  unavoidable 
abuses. 

JYlv  conviction  of  1 be  n"cessily  of  further  legis- 
lative provisions  for  the  safekeeping  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  moneys,  and  my  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  the  measures  best  adapted  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  those  objects,  have  been  already  sub- 
mitted lo  you.  These  have  been  strengthened  by 
recent  events;  and,  in  llie  full  conviction  that  time 
ami  experience  must  still  further  demonstrate  their 
propriety,  I leel  it  my  duty,  with  respectful  defe- 
rence lo  lire  conflicting  views  of  others,  again  to 
invite  your  attention  to  them. 

With  tile  exception  of  limited  sums  deposited  in 
the  few  banks  still  employed  under  the  act  of  1636, 
the  amounts  received  lor  duties,  and,  with  very 
inconsiderable  exceptions,  those  accruing  from 
lands  also  have,  since  the  general  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  deposite  banks,  been  kept 
and  disbursed  by  the  treasurer,  under  i i is  general 
legal  powers,  subject  to  the  superintendence  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury.  The  propriety  of  defin- 
ing more  specifically,  and  of  regulating  by  law 
the  exercise  ol  this  wide  scope  of  executive  discre- 
tion, bus  been  already  submitted  to  congress. 

A change  in  theolfice  of  collector  at  one  of  our 
principal  ports  has  brought  to  light  a defalcation 
of  tile  gravest  character,  the  particulars  of  which 
will  be  laid  before  you  in  a special  report  from  the 
secretary  i f the  treasury.  ■ By  his  report  and  the 
accompanying  documents,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
weekly  returns  of  the  defaulting  officer  apparently 
exhibited  throughout  a faithful  administration  ol 
the  affairs  entrusted  to  bis  management,  it,  how- 
ever, now  appears  that  lie  commenced  abstracting 
the  public  moneys  shortly  after  bis  appointment, 
and  continued  to  do  so,  progressively  increasing 
the  amount,  for  the  term  of  more  than  seven  years, 
embracing  a portion  of  the  period  during  which 
the  public  moneys  .ware  deposited  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  the  whole  of  that  of  the  slate  bank 
deposite  system,  and  concluding  only  on  bis  re- 
tirement from  office,  after  that  system  bad  substan- 
tially failed,  in  consequence  of  the  suspension  ol 
specie  payments. 

The  way  in  which  this  defalcation  was  so  long 
cone  oiled,  an  I the  steps  taken  to  indemnify  the 
United  States,  as  far  as  practicable,  against  loss, 
will  also  be  presented  to  you.  The  case. is  one 
which  imperatively  claims  tile  attention  of  con- 
gress, and  furnishes  ttie  strongest  motive  for  the 
establishment  of  a more  severe  and  secure  system 
for  the  safekeeping  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
moneys  than  any  that  lias  heretofore  existed. 

It  seems  proper,  at  all  events,  that,  by  an  early 
enactment,  similar  to  that  of  other  countries,  the 
application  of  public  money  by  an  officer  of  govern- 
ment lo  private  usas,  should  be  made  a felony,  and 
visited  with  severe  and  ignominious  punishment. 
This  is  already,  in  effect,  the  law  in  respect  to  the 
mint,  and  lias  been  productive  of  the  most  salutary 
results.  Whatever  system  is  adopted,  such  an  en- 
actment would  be  wise  as  an  independent  measure, 
since  much  of  the  public  moneys  must,  in  their 
collection  and  ultimate  disbursement,  pass  twice 
through  the  hands  of  public  officers,  in  whatever 
manner  they  are  intermediately  kept.  The  gov- 
ernment, it  must  he  admitted,  lias  been  from  its 
commencement  comparatively  fortunate  in  this  re- 
spect. But  the  appointing  power  cannot  always 
be  well  advised  in  ils  selections,  and  llie  experience 
of  every  country  lias  shown  that  public  officers  are 
not  at  ill  times  proof  against  temptation.  It  is  a 
'"4uty,  therefore,  which  the  government  owes,  as 
vvHlre^be  interests  committed  to  it“  care  as  to  the 
officers  uiepiselves,  to  provide  every  guard  against 


transgressions  of  this  character  that  is  consistent 
with  reason  and  humanity.  Congress  cannot  be 
too  jealous  of  the  conduct  of  those  who  are  en- 
trusted with  the  public  money;  and  I shall  at  all 
times  be  disposed  to  encourage  a watchful  dis- 
charge of  this  duty.  If  a more  direct  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  congress,  in  the  supervision  of  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  entrusted  with  t tie  custody 
and  application  ot  tile  public  money,  is  deemed  de- 
sirable, it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  assist  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  any  judicious  and  constitutional 
plan  by  which  that  object  may  be  accomplished. 
You  will,  in  your  wisdom,  determine  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  adopting  such  a plan,  and  upon  the  mea- 
sure necessary  to  ils  effectual  execution.  When 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  incorpora- 
ted, and  made  the  depository  of  the  public  moneys, 
a right  was  reserved  to  congress  to  inspect,  a!  its 
pleasure,  by  a committee  of  that  body,  the  books 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  bank. 

Ill  one  of  tile  states  whose  banking  institutions 
are  supposed  to  rank  among  the  first  in  point  ol 
stability,  they  are  subjected  to  constant  examina- 
tion by  commissioners  appointed  lor  that  purpose, 
ami  much  of  the  success  of  its  banking  system  is 
a*  tributed  lo  this  watchful  supervision.  The  same 
course  lias  also,  in  view  ol  its  beneficial  operation, 
been  adopted  by  an  adjoining  state,  favorably 
known  for  the  care  it  lias  always  bestowed  upon 
whatever  relates  to  its  financial  concerns  I sub- 
mit to  your  consideration  whether  a committee  of 
congress  might  not  be  profitably  employed  in  in- 
specting, at  swell  intervals  as  might  be  deemed  pro- 
per, the  allairs  and  accounts  of  officers  entrusted 
with  the  custody  ol  the  public  moneys.  The  fre- 
quent perlormance  of  this  duty  might  be  made 
obli,ratory  on  the  committee  in  respect  to  those  of- 
ficers who  have  large  sums  in  their  possession,  and 
left  discretionary  in  respect  to  others.  They  might 
report  to  the  executive  such  defalcations  as  were 
found  to  exist,  with  a view  to  a prompt  removal 
from  office  unless  the  default  was  satisfactorily  ac- 
counted for;  and  report,  also,  to  congress  at  the 
commencement  of  each  session  the  result  oi  their 
examinations  and  proceedings.  It  does  appear  to 
me  that,  will)  a subjection  of  this  class  of  public 
officers  to  the  general  supervision  of  llie  executive, 
to  examinations  by  a committee  of  congress,  at  pe- 
riods of  which  they  should  have  no  previous  notice, 
and  to  prosecution  and  punishment  as  lor  felony 
for  every  breach  of  trust,  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
public  moneys,  under  llie  system  proposed,  might 
be  placed  on  a surer  inundation  than  it  has  ever 
occupied  since  the  establishment  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  will  lay  before 
you  additional  information  containing  new  details 
on  this  interesting  subject.  To  these  I ask  your 
e a 1 1 \ attention.  Thai  it  should  have  given  rise  to 
great  diversity  of  opinion  cannot  be  a subject  of 
surprise.  Alter  the  collection  and  custody  of  the 
public  moneys  had  beenforso  many  years  connect- 
ed with,  and  made  subsidiary  to,  the  advancement 
of  private  interests,  a return  to  the  simple  and  self- 
denying  ordinances  of  the  constitution  could  not 
but  be  difficult.  But  time  ami  free  discussion  elicit- 
ing the  sentiments  of  the  people,  and  aided  by  that 
conciliatory  spirit  which  has  ever  characterized 
their  course  on  great  emergencies;  vveie  relied  upon 
for  .a  : alisfactoiy  settlement  of  the  question.  Al- 
ready lias  this  anticipation  on  one  important  point 
at  least — the  impropriety  of  diverting  public  money 
to  private  purposes — been  fully,  realized.  There  is 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  legislat ion  upon  that 
branch  of  the  subject  would  now  be  embarrassed  by 
a (I  i fie  re  nee  of  opinion,  or  fail  to  receive  the  cor- 
dial support  of  a large  majority  of  our  constituents. 
The  connection  which  formerly  existed  between 
the  government  and  banks,  was  in  reality  injurious 
to  both,  as  well  as  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
community  at  large.  It  aggravated  the  disasters  of 
trade  and  the  derangements  of  commercial  inter- 
course, and  administered  new  excitement  and  addi- 
tional means  to  wild  and  reckless  speculations,  the 
disappointments  of  which  threw  the  country  into 
convulsions  of  panic,  and  all  but  produced  violence 
and  bloodshed.  The  imprudent  expansion  of  bank 
credits,  which  was  the  natural  result  of  the  com- 
mand of  the  revenues  of  the  state,  furnished  the  re- 
sources for  unbounded  license  in  every  species  of 
adventure,  seduced  industry  from  its  regular  and 
salutary  occupations  by  the  hope  of  abundance 
without  labor,  and  deranged  the  social  state  by 
tempting  all  trades  and  professions  into  the  vortex 
ofspecnlatioi.  on  remote  contingencies. 

The  same  wide-spreading  influence  impeded  also 
the  resources  of  the  government,  curtailed  its  use- 
ful operations,  embarrassed  the  fulfilment  of  its  ob- 
ligations, and  seriously  interfered  with  the  execution 
of  the  laws.  Large  appropriations  and  oppressive 
taxes  are  the  natural  consequences  of  such  a con- 


nection, since  they  increase  the  profits  ot  those  w ho 
are  allowed  to  use  the  public  lunds,  and  make  it 
their  interest  that  money  should  be  accumulated 
and  expenditures  multiplied.  It  is  thus  that  a 
concentrated  money  pow  er  is  tempted  to  become  an 
active  agent  in  political  atiairs,  and  all  past  expe- 
rience has  shown  on  which  side  that  influence  will 
be  arrayed.  We  deceive  ourselves  it  we  suppose 
that  it  will  ever  be  found  asserting  and  supporting 
the  rights  of  the  community  at  large,  in  opposition 
to  the  claims  of  the  lew. 

In  a government  whose  distinguishing  character- 
istic should  be  a ditiusion  and  equalization  of  its 
benefits  and  burdens,  the  advantage  of  individuals 
will  be  augmented  at  llie  expense  of  the  mass  of 
the  people.  Nor  is  it  the  nature  oi  combinations 
for  the  acquisition  ol  legislative  influence  to  confine 
their  interference  to  the  single  object  tor  which 
they  were  oi  iginally  lormed.  The  temptation  to  ex- 
tend it  to  other  matters,  is,  on  the  contrary,  not  un- 
frequently  loo  strong  to  be  resisted.  The  influence 
in  the  direction  of  public  atiairs,  ot  the  community 
at  large,  is  therefore,  in  no  slight  danger  ot  being 
sensibly  and  injuriously  atiected  by  giving  to  a 
comparatively  small,  but  very  efficient  class,  a di- 
rect and  exclusive  personal  interest  in  so  important 
a portion  of  the  legislation  of  congress  as  that  w hich 
relates  to  the  custody  ol’  tile  public  moneys.  If 
laws  acting  upon  private  interests  cannot  always  he 
avoided,  they  should  be  confined  within  the  nar- 
nowest  limits,  and  felt,  wherever  possible,  to  the 
legislatures  ol  the  stales.  When  not  thus  restricted 
they  lean  to  combinations  ol  powerful  associations, 
foster  an  influence  necessarily  selfish,  and  turn  the 
fair  course  of  legislation  to  sinister  ends,  rattier 
than  to  objects  that  advance  public  liberty,  and 
promote  llie  general  good. 

The  whole  subject  now  rests  with  you,  and  I 
cannot  but  express  a hope  that  some  definite  mea- 
sure will  be  adopted  at  the  present  session.  s 

It  will  not,  I ain  sure,  be  deemed  out  of  place  for 
me  here  to  remark,  that  the  declaration  ot  my 
views  in  opposition  to  the  policy  ot  employing 
banks  as  depositories  of  the  government  lunds, 
cannot  justly  be  construed  as  indicative  ot  hostility,- 
i fficial  or  personal,  to  those  institutions,  or  to  re- 
peat, iii  this  (onn,  and  in  connection  with  this  sub- 
ject, opinions  which  I have  uniformly  entertained, 
and  on  all  proper  occasions  expressed.  Though  al- 
ways opposed  to  their  creation  in  the  form  oi  exclu- 
sive privileges,  and  as  a state  magistrate  aiming  by 
appropriate  legislation  to  secure  the  community 
against  the  consequences  of  their  occasional  mis- 
management, I have  yet  ever  wished  to  see  them 
protected  in  the  exercise  of  rights  conferred  by  lawq 
and  have  never  doubled  their  utility,  when  properly 
managed,  in  promoting  the  interests  ot  trade,  and, 
through  tiiat  channel,  the  other  interests  oi  the 
community.  To  the  general  government  they  pre- 
sent themselves  merely  as  stafefinstitutions,  having 
no  necessary  connection  w ilh  its  legislation  or  ils  ad- 
ministration. Like  other  slate  establishim  nts,  they 
may  be  used  or  not  in  conducting  the  atiairs  ot  tire 
government,  as  public  policy  and  the  general  inte- 
rests of  the  union  may  seem  to  requre.  The  only 
safe  or  proper  principle  upon  which  their-  inter- 
course with  the  government  can  be  regulated,  is 
that  which  regulates  their  intercourse  with  t tie  pri- 
vate citizen — the  confeiring  of  mutual  benefits. 
When  tile  government  can  accomplish  a financial 
operation  better  with  the  aid  ol  t lie  banks  than 
without,  it  should  he  at  liberty  to  seek  that  aid  as 
it  would  tlie  services  of  a private  banker,  or  other 
capitalists  or  agents,  giving  t lie  preference  to  those 
who  will  serve  it  on  the  best  terms.  Nor  can  t here 
ever  exist  an  interest  in  the  officers  ot  the  general 
government,  as  such,  inducing  them  to  embarrass 
or  annoy  the  state  banks,  any  more  than  to  incur 
tlie  hostility  of  any  other  class  ot  state  institutions, 
or  of  private  citizens.  It  is  riot  in  the  nature  of 
things  that  hostility  to  those  institutions  can  spring 
from  this  source,  or  any  opposition  to  their  course 
of  business,  except  when  they  themselves  depart 
from  tlie  objects  of  their  creation,  and  attempt  to 
usurp  powers  not  conferred  upon  them,  or  to  sub- 
vert tlie  standard  of  value  established  by  the  con- 
stitution. While  opposition  to  their  regular  ope- 
rations cannot  exist  in  this  quarter,  resistance  to 
any  attempt  to  make  tlie  government  dependent 
upon  them  for  the  successlul  administration  ol  pub- 
lic affairs  is  a matter  of  duty,  as  I trust  it  will  ever 
be  of  inclination,  no  matter  trom  what  motive  or 
consideration  the  attempt  may  originate. 

It  is  no  more  than  just  to  the  banks  to  say,  that, 
in  tlie  late  emergency,  most  of  them  firmly  resisted 
the  strongest  temptations  to  extend  their  papei  is- 
sues, when  apparently  sustained  in  a suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  public  opinion,  even  though  in 
some  cases  invited  by  legislative'enactrnents.  To 
this  honorable  course,  aided  by  the  resistance  of 
the  general  government,  acting  in  obedience  to  the 
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constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  to  the 
introduction  of  an  irredeemable  paper  media  n, 
may  be  attributed,  in  a great  degree,  the  speedy 
restoration  of  our  currency  to  a sound  state,  and 
the  business  of  the  country  to  its  wonted  prosper- 
ity. f tie  banks  have  but  to  continue  in  the  same 
sale  course,  and  be  content  in  their  appropriate 
sphere,  to  avoid  all  interference  from  ttie  general 
government,  and  to  derive  from  it  all  the  protection 
and  benefits  which  it  bestows  on  other  state  esta- 
blishments, on  the  people  of  the  states,  and  on  the 
states  themselves,  [n  this,  their  true  position,  they 
cannot  but  secure  the  confidence  and  good  will  of 
the  people  and  the  government,  which  they  can 
only  lose  when,  leaping  from  their  legitimate 
sphere,  they  attempt  to  control  the  legislation  of 
the  country,  and  pervert  the  operations  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  their  own  purpos  s. 

Our  experience  under  the  act  passed  at  the  last 
session,  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on 
the  public  lands,  has  as  yet  been  too  limited  to  ena- 
ble us  to  pronounce  with  safely  upon  the  efficacy 
of  its  provisions  to  carry  out  the  wise  and  liberal 
policy  of  the  government  in  that  respect.  There 
is,  however,  the  best  reason  to  anticipate  favor- 
able results  from  its  operation.  The  recommenda- 
tions formerly  submitted  to  you  in  respect  to  a 
graduation  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  remain 
to  be  finally  acted  upon.  Having  found  no  reason 
to  change  the  views  then  expressed,  your  attention 
to  them  is  again  respectfully  requested. 

Every  proper  exertion  has  been  made,  and  will 
be  continued,  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  congress 
in  relation  to  the  tobacco  trade,  as  indicated  in  the 
several  resolutions  of  the  house  of  representatives 
and  the  legislation  of  the  two  branches.  A favor- 
able impression  has,  I trust,  been  made  in  the  dif- 
ferent foreign  countries  to  which  particular  attention 
has  been  directed  ; and  although  we  cannot  hope 
for  an  early  change  in  their  policy,  as  in  many  of 
them  a convenient  and  large  revenue  is  derived 
from  monopolies  in  the  fabrication  and  sale  of  this 
article,  yet,  as  these  monopolies  are  reallv  injurious 
to  the  people  where  they  are  established,  and  the 
revenue  derived  from  them  may  he  less  injuriously 
and  witn  equal  facility  obtained  from  another  and  a 
liberal  system  of  administration,  we  cannot  doubt 
that  our  efforts  will  be  eventually  crowned  with- 
success,  if  persisted  in  with  temperate  firmness, 
and  sustained  by  prudent  legislation. 

In  recommending  to  congress  the  adoption  of  the 
necessary  provisions  at  this  session  for  taking  the 
next  census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  the  suggestion  presents  ilself 
whether  the  scope  of  the  measure  might  not  be 
usefully  extended,  by  causing  it  to  embrace  authen- 
tic statistical  returns  of  the  great  interests  specially 
entrusted  to,  or  necessarily  aii'ected  by,  the  legisla- 
tion of  congress. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  secretary  of  war 
presents  a satisfactory  account  of  the  state  of  the 
army,  and  of  the  several  branches  of  the  public 
service  confided  to  the  superintendence  of  that 
officer. 

The  law  increasing  and  organizing  the  military 
establishment  of  the  United  States  has  been  nearly 
carried  into  effect,  and  the  army  has  been  exten- 
sively and  usefully  employed  during  Ihe  past  season. 

I would  again  call  to  your  notice  the  subjects 
connected  with,  and  essential  to,  (he  military  de- 
fences of  the  country,  which  were  submitted  to 
you  at  the  la3t  session;  but  which  were  not  acted 
upon,  as  is  supposed,  for  want  of  time.  The  most 
important  of  them  is  the  organization  of  the  mili- 
tia on  the  maritime  and  inland  frontiers.  This 
measure  is  deemed  important,  as  it  is  believed  that 
it  will  furnish  an  effective  volunteer  force  in  aid  of 
the  regular  army,  and  may  form  the  basis  for  a 
general  system  of  organization  for  the  entire  mili- 
tia ol  the  United  Slates.  The  ereclion  of  a national 
foundry  and  gunpowder  manufactory,  and  one  for 
making  small  arms— the  latter  to  be  situated  at 
some  puint  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains — all 
appear  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  again 
urged  upon  your  attention. 

The  plan  proposed  by  the  secretary  of  war  for 
the  distribution  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States 
in  time  ol  peace,  is  well  calculated  to  promote  re- 
gularity and  economy  in  the  fiscal  administration 
ot  the  service,  to  preserve  the  discipline  of  the 
troops,  and  to  render  them  available  for  Ihe  main- 
tenance of  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  coun- 
try. With  this  view,  likewise,  1 recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  plan  presented  by  thatofficer  forthe 
defence  n|  the  western  frontier.  The  preservation 
of  the  lives  and  property  of  our  fellow-citizens 
who  are  settled  upon  that  border  country,  as  well 
as  the  existence  ol  the  Indian  population,  which 
might  be  tempted  by  our  want  of  preparation  to 
rush  on  their  own  destruction  and  attack  the  white 
settlements,  all  seem  to  require  that  this  subject 


should  be  acted  upon  without  delay,  and  Ihe  war 
department  authorized  to  place  that  country  in  a 
state  of  complete  defence  against  any  assault  liom 
Ihe  numerous  and  warlike  tribes  which  are  congre- 
gated on  that  border. 

It  affords  me  sincere  pleasure  to  be  able  lo  ap- 
prize you  of  the  entire  removal  of  the  Cherokee 
nation  of  Indians  to  their  new  homes  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  The  measures  authorised  by  con- 
gress at  its  last  session,  with  a view  lo  Ihe  long 
standing  controversy  with  them,  hive  had  the  hap- 
piest elfects.  By  an  agreement  concluded  with 
them  by  the  commanding  general  in  that  country, 
who  has  performed  the  duties  assigned  to  him  on 
the  occasion  with  commendable  energy  and  hu- 
manity, their  removal  has  been  principally  under 
the  conduct  of  their  own  chiefs,  and  they  have 
emigrated  without  any  apparent  reluctance. 

The  successful  accomplishment  of  this  important 
object;  the  removal,  also,  of  Ihe  entire  Creek 
nation,  with  the  exception  of  a small  number  of 
fugitives  amongst  the  Semirioles  in  Florida;  the 
progress  already  made  towards  a speedy  comple- 
tion of  the  removal  of  the  Chickasaws,  the  Choc- 
taws, the  Pottawatainies,  the  Oita  was,  and  the 
Chippewas,  with  the  extensive  purchases  of  Indian 
lands  during  the  present  year,  have  rendered  the 
speedy  and  successful  result  ol  the  long  established 
policy  of  the  government  upon  the  subject  of  In- 
dian affairs  entirely  certain.  The  occasion  is, 
therefore,  deemed  a proper  one  to  place  this  policy 
in  such  a point  of  view  as  will  exonerate  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  from  Ihe  undeserved 
reproach  which  has  been  cast  upon  itthrough  seve- 
ral successive  administrations.  That  a mixed  oc- 
cupancy of  the  same  territory,  by  the  white  and 
red  man,  is  incompatible  with  the  safety  or  happi- 
ness of  either,  is  a position  in  respect  to  which  lliere 
•has  long  since  ceased  to  be  room  for  a difference 
of  opinion.  Reason  and  experience  have  alike 
demonstrated  its  impracticability.  The  bitter  fruits 
of  every  attempt  heretofore  to  overcome  the  barriers 
interposed  by  nature,  have  only  been  destruction, 
both  physical  and  moral,  to  Ihe  Indian;  dangerous 
conflicts  of  authority  between  the  fedeial  and  slate 
governments,  and  detriment  to  the  individual  pros- 
perity of  the  citizen,  as  well  as  to  the  general 
improvement  of  the  country.  The  remedial  policy, 
the  principles  of  which  were  settled  more  than 
thirty  years  ago,  under  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Jetferson,  consists  in  an  extinction,  for  a fair  c»n- 
sideration,  of  the  .title  to  all  the  lands  still  occupied 
by  the  Indians  within  the  stales  and  territories  of 
the  United  States  ; their  removal  to  a country  west 
of  the  Mississippi  much  more  extensive,  and  bet- 
ter adapted  to  their  condition,  than  that  on  which 
they  then  resided;  the  guarantee  to  them,  by  the 
United  States,  of  their  exclusive  possession  of  that 
country  forever,  exempt  from  all  intrusions  by 
white  men,  with  ample  provisions  forth  dr  security 
against  external  violence  and  internal  dissensions, 
and  the  extension  to  them  of  suitable  facilities  for 
thlir  advancement  in  civilization.  Tuis  has  not 
been  the  policy  of  particular  administrations  only, 
but  of  each  in  succession  since  the  fir st  attempt  to 
carry  it  out  under  that  of  Mr.  Monro'.  All  have 
labored  for  its  accomplishment,  only  will)  different 
degrees  of  success.,  The  manner  of  ils  execution 
has,  it  is  true,  from  time  to  time,  given  rise  to  con- 
flicts of  opinion  and  unjust  i rnputa  ions ; but  in 
respect  to  the  wisdom  and  necessity  of  the  policy 
itself,  there  has  'ot,  from  the  beginning,  existed  a 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  calm,  judicious,  disinte- 
rested friend  of  the  Indian  race,  accustomed  to 
reflection  and  enlightened  by  experience. 

Occupying  the  double  characterol  contractor  on 
its  own  account,  and  guardian  for  the  parties  con- 
tracted with,  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  the 
dealings  of  the  federal  government  with  Ihe  Indian 
tribes  would  escape  misrepresentation.  That  (here 
occurred  in  the  early  settlement  of  this  country,  as 
in  all  others  where  the  civilized  race  has  succeeded 
to  the  possessions  of  the  savage,  instances  of  op- 
pression and  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  former,  there 
is  too  much  reason  to  believe.  No  such  offences 
can,  however,  be  justly  charged  upon  Ibis  govern- 
ment since  it  became  free  to  pursue  its  own  course. 
Its  dealings  with  the  Indian  tribes  have  been  just 
and  friendly  throughout;  its  efforts  for  their  civili- 
zation constant,  and  directed  by  the  best  feelings  ol 
humanity;  its  watchfulness  in  protecting  them  from 
individual  frauds  unremitting;  its  forbearance  un- 
der the  keenest  provocations,  the  deepest  injuries, 
and  the  most  flagrant  outrages,  may  challenge  at 
least  a comparison  with  any  nation,  ancient  or  mo- 
dern, in  similar  circumstamyes;  and  if  in  future 
times  a powerful,  civilized,  and  happy  nation  ol 
Indians  shall  be  found  to  exist  within  tiie  limits  ol 
this  northern  continent,  it  will  be  owingto  the  con- 
summation of  that  policy  which  has  been  so  unjustly 
assailed.  Only  a very  brief  reference  to  facts  in 


confirmation  of  this  assertion  can  in  this  l .rm  be 
given,  and  you  are,  tliereloie,  iiccessari. y nnind 
to  tlie  report  of  Ihe  secretary  of  war  lor  linll.er  de- 
tails. lo  the  Cherokees,  whose  cave  has  pi.iiu.js 
excited  the  greatest  share  ol  attention  and  qn.|.a- 
| thy,  the  United  Slates  have  granted  in  lee,  with  a 
j perpetual  guarantee  of  exclusive  and  peaceable 
possession,  13,55-1,135  acres  ol  land,  on  the  west 
side  ol  the  Mississippi,  eligibly  situated,  in  a healthy 
climate,  and  in  all  respects  better  suited  to  their 
condition  than  the  country  they  have  f It,  in  ex- 
change lor  only  i),492, l(i<)  acres  on  the  east  side  of 
the  same  river.  The  United  Stales  have  m addi- 
tion stipulated  to  pay  them  live  millions  six  handled 
thousand  dollars  lor  their  interest  in  impi ovements 
on  the  lands  thus  relinquished,  and  one  million  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  lor  subsistence 
and  other  beneficial  purposes;  thereby  putting  it 
in  (heir  powei  lo  become  one  of  the  most  wealthy 
and  independent  separate  communities,  ol  the  same 
extent,  in  the  world. 

By  the  treaties  made  and  ratified  with  the  Mia- 
mies,  the  Chippewas,  the  Sioux,  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes,  and  the  Winnebagoes,  during  the  last  year, 
the  Indian  title  to  eighteen  millions  lour  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  thousand  acres  has  been  extinguish- 
ed. These  purchases  have  been  much  more  ex- 
tensive than  those  ol  any  previous  year,  and  have, 
with  other  Indian  expenses,  borne  very  heavily  up- 
on the  treasury.  They  leave,  however,  but  a small 
quantity  of  unbought  Indian  lands  within  Restates 
and  territories;  and  the  legislature  and  • xec., live 
were  equally  sensible  of  the  propriety  o!,a  final  and 
more  speedy  extinction  ol  Indian  titles  within  those 
limits.  The  treaties  w tiich  w>  re,  with  a single  excep- 
tion, made  in  pursuance  of  previous  appropriations 
for  defraying  the  expenses,  have  subs,  quenily  In  en 
ratified  by  the  senate,  and  received  the  sanction  of 
congress  by  the  appropriations  necessary  to  carry 
them  into  elfect.  Ol  the  terms  upon  which  these  im- 
portant negotiations  were  concluded,  1 can  speak 
from  direct  knowledge;  and  I lee- 1 no  dfficulty  in 
affirming  that  the  interest  of  the  Indians  in  the  ex- 
tensive territory  embraced  by  them,  is  to  be  paid 
for  at  its  fair  value,  and  that  i.o  more  favorable 
terms  have  beer,  granted  to  the  United  States  than 
would  have  been  reasonably  expected  in  a negotia- 
tion with  civilized  men,  fully  capable  of  appre- 
ciating and  protecting  theii  own  lights.  Forthe 
Indian  title  to  116,349,897  acres  acquired  since  the 
4th  of  March,  1829,  the  United  Stale$  have  paid 
$72,500,056,  in  permanent  annuities,  lands,  reser- 
vations for  Indians,  expenses  ol  removal  and  sub- 
sistence, merchandise,  mechanical  and  agricultuial 
establishments  and  implements.  When  ihe  heavy 
expenses  incurred  by  the  United  States,  ami  the 
circumstance  that  so  large  a portion  of  the  entire 
territory  will  be  forever  unsaleable,  are  considered, 
and  this  price  is  compared  with  that  for  which  the 
United  States  sell  their  ow  n lands,  noone  can  doubt 
that  justice  has  been  done. to  Ihe. Indian  in  these 
purchases  also.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  tiansactions 
of  the  federal  government  with  the  Indians  have 
been  uniformly  characterized  by  a sincere  and  para- 
mount desire  to  promote  their  welfare;  and  it  must 
he  a source  of  the  highest  gratification  lo  every 
friend  to  justice  and  humanity  lo  learn  that,  not- 
withstanding the  obstructions  from  time  to  time 
thrown  ill  ’its  way,  and  the  difficulties  w hich  have 

arisen  from  the  peculiar  and  impracticable  nature 
of  the  Indian  character,  the  wise,  humane,  and  un- 
deviating policy  of  the  government  in  this,  the  most 
difficult  of  all  our  relations,  foreign  or  domestic, 
has  at  length  been  justified  to  the  world  in  ils  near 
approach  to  a happy  and  certain  consummation. 

The  condition  of  Ihe  tribes  w hich  occupy  the  coun- 
try set  apart  for  them  in  the  west,  is  highly  prospe- 
rous, and  encourages  the  hope  of  (heir  early  civiliza- 
tion. They  have,  for  the  most  part,  abandoned  the 
hunter  state,  and  turned  their  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  All  (hose  who  have  been  established  for 
any  length  of  time  in  that  fertile  region,  maintain 
themselves  by  their  own  industry.  There  ai-p  among 
them  traders  of  no  inconsiderable  capital,  and  planters 
exporting  cotton  to  some  extent;  Lint  the  greater 
number  are  small  agriculturists,  living  in  comfort 
upon  file  produce  of  their  farms.  The  recent  emi- 
grants. allhough  they  have  in  some  instances  re- 
•inoved  reluctantly,  have  readily  acquiesced  in  their 
unavoidable  destiny.  They  have  found  at  once  a 
recompense  for  past  sufferings,  and  at' incentive  to 
industrious  habits,  in  t he  abundance  and  comforts 
aiound  them.  There  is  irason  to  believe  that  all 
these  tribes  are  friendly  in  their  feelings  towaids  ll. e 
United  States;  arid  it  is  to  he  hoped  that  I he  acquisi- 
tion of  individual  wealth,  l lie  pursuits  of  agriculture, 
and  habits  of  industry,  will  subdue  their  warlike  pro- 
pensities, and  ineiine  them  to  maintain  peace  among 
themselves.  Toeffect  thisdesirable  object , 1 he  alii  n- 
tion  of  congress  is  solicited  to  the  measures  recom- 
mended by  the  secretary  of  war  for  their  future  go  - 
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vernm'ent  and  protection,  as  well  from  each  other  as 
from  the  hostilily  of  the  warlike  tribes  around  them, 
and  the  intrusions  of  the  whites.  The  policy  of  the 
government  has  given  them  a permanent  home,  and 
guarantied  to  them  its  peaceful  and  undisturbed  pos- 
session. It  only  remains  to  give  them  a government 
and  laws  which  will  encourage  industry,  and  secure 
to  them  the  rewards  of  their  exertions.  The  impor- 
tance of  some  form  of  government  cannot  be  too 
much  insisted  upon.  The  earliest  effects  will  be  to 
diminish  the  causes  and  occasions  for  hostilities 
among  the  tribes,  to  inspire  an  interest  in  the  obser- 
vance of  laws  to  which  they  will  have  themselves 
assented,  and  to  multiply  the  securities  of  property, 
and  the  motives  for  self-improvement.  Intimately 
connected  with  the  subject,  is  the  establishment  of 
the  military  defences  recommended  by  the  secretary 
of  war,  which  have  been  already  referred  to.  With- 
out them,  the  government  will  be  powerless  to  re- 
deem its  pledges  of  protection  to  the  emigrating  In- 
dians against  the  numerous  warlike  tribes  that  sur- 
round them,  and  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the 
frontier  settlers  of  the  bordering  states. 

The  case  of  the  Seminoles  constitutes  at  present 
the  only  exception  to  the  successful  etforts  of  the 
government  to  remove  the  Indians  to  the  homes  as- 
signed them  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Four  hundred 
of  this  tribe  emigrated  in  1836,  and  fifteen  hundred 
in  1837  and  1838,  leaving  in  the  country,  it  is  sup- 
posed, about  2,000  Indians.  The  continued  treach- 
erous conduct  of  these  people;  the  savage  and  un- 
provoked murders  they  have  lately  been  committed, 
butchering  whole  families  of  the  settlers  of  the  ter- 
ritory, without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  and  making 
their  way  into  the  very  centre  and  heart  of  the  coun- 
try, so  that  no  part  of  it  is  free  from  their  ravages; 
their  frequent  attacks  on  the  light-houses  along  that 
dangerous  coast;  and  the  barbarity  with  which  they 
have  murdered  the  passengers  and  crews  of  such 
vessels  as  have  been  wrecked  upon  the  reefs  and  keys 
which  border  the  Gulf, leave  the  government  no  alter- 
native but  to  continue  the  military  operations  against 
them  until  they  are  totally  expelled  from  Florida. 

There  are  other  motives  which  would  urge  the  go- 
vernment to  pursue  this  course  towards  the  Semi- 
noles. The  United  States  have  fulfilled  in  good 
faith  all  their  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  have  in  every  other  instance,  insisted  upon 
a like  performance  of  their  obligations.  To  relax 
from  this  salutary  rule  because  the  Seminoles  have 
maintained  themselves  so  long  in  the  territory  they 
had  relinquished,  and,  in  defiance  of  their  frequent 
and  solemn  engagements,  still  continue  to  wage  a 
ruthless  war  against  the  United  States,  would  not 
only  evince  a want  of  constancy  on  our  part,  but  be 
of  evil  example  in  our  intercourse  with  other  tribes. 
Experience  has  shown-  that  but  little  is  to  be  gained 
by  the  march  of  armies  through  a country  so  inter- 
sected with  inaccessible  swamps  and  marshes,  and 
which,  from  the  fatal  character  of  the  climate,  must 
be  abandoned  at  the  end  of  the  winter.  I recom- 
mend, therefore,  to  your  attention,  the  plan  submitted 
by  the  secretary  of  war  in  the  accompanying  report, 
for  the  permanent  occupation  of  the  portion  of  the 
territory  freed  from  the  Indians,  and  the  more  effi- 
cient protection  of  the  people  of  Florida  from  their 
inhuman  warfare. 

From  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  here- 
with transmitted,  it  will  appear  that  a large  portion 
ot  the  disposable  naval  force  is  neither  actively  em- 
ployed, or  in  a state  of  preparation  for  the  purposes 
of  experience  and  discipline,  and  the  protection  of 
our  commerce.  So  effectual  has  been  this  protec- 
tion, that,  so  far  as  the  information  of  government 
extends,  not  a single  outrage  has  been  attempted  on 
a vessel  carrying  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  present  year,  in  any  quarter,  however  distant  or 
exposed. 

The  Exploring  Expedition  sailed  from  Norfolk  on 
the  19th  ot  August  last;  and  information  has  been  re- 
ceived of  its  safe  arrival  at  the  island  of  Madeira.  The 
best  spirit  animates  the  officers  and  crews, and  there 
is  every  reason  to  anticipate,  from  its  efforts,  results 
beneficial  to  commerce  and  honorable  to  the  nation. 

It  will  also  be  seen  that  no  reduction  of  the  force 
now  in  commission  is  contemplated.  The  unsettled 
state  of  a portion  ot  South  America  renders  it  indis- 
pensable that  our  commerce  should  receive  protec- 
tion in  that  quarter;  the  vast  and  increasing  interests 
embarked  in  the  trade  ofthe  Indian  and  China  seas, 
in  the  whale  fisheries  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  in 
the  gulf  of  Mexico,  require  equal  attention  to  their 
safety;  and  a small  squadron  may  be  employed  to 
great  advantage  on  our  Atlantic  coast,  in  meeting 
sudden  demands  for  the  reinforcement  of  other  sta- 
tions, in  aiding  merchant  vessels  in  distress,  in  af- 
fording active^  service  to  an  additional  number  of 
officers,  and  in  visiting  the  different  ports  of  the 
United  States,  an  accurate  knowledge  of  which  is 
obviously  ofthe  highest  importance. 

The  attention  of  congress  is  respectfully  called  to 


that  portion  of  the  report  recommending  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  smaller  vessels,  and  to  other  sug- 
gestions contained  in  that  document.  The  rapid  in- 
crease and  wide  expansion  of  our  commerce,  which 
is  every  day  seeking  new  avenues  of  profitable  ad- 
venture; the  absolute  necessity  of  a naval  force  for 
its  protection  precisely  in  the  degree  of  its  extension; 
a due  regard  to  the  national  rights  and  honor;  the  re- 
collection of  its  former  exploits,  and  the  anticipation 
of  its  future  triumphs  w henever  opportunity  presents 
itself,  which  we  may  rightfully  indulge  from  the  ex- 
perience of  the  past,  all  seem  to  point  to  the  navy  as 
a most  efficient  arm  of  our  national  defence,  and  a 
proper  object  of  legislative  encouragement. 

The  pi  ogress  and  condition  of  the  post  cffice  de- 
partment will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  report  of 
the  postmaster  general.  The  extent  of  post  roads, 
covered  by  mail  contracts,  is  stated  to  be  134,818 
miles,  and  annual  transportation  upon  them  34,580,- 
202.  The  number  of  post  offices  in  the  United 
States  is  12,553,  and  rapidly  increasing.  The  gross 
revenue  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  June 
last,  was  $'4,262,145.  The  accruing  expenditures, 
$4,680,068;  excess  of  expenditures,  $417,923.  This 
has  been  made  up  out  of  the  surplus  previously  on 
hand.  The  cash  on  hand  on  the  first  instant,  was 
$314,068.  The  revenue  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1838,  was  $161,540  more  than  that  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1837.  The  expenditures  of  the  de- 
partment had  been  graduated  upon  the  anticipation 
of  a largely  increased  revenue.  A moderate  curtail- 
ment of  mail  service  consequently  became  necessary, 
and  has  been  effected,  to  shield  the  department  against 
the  danger  of  embarrassment.  Its  revenue  is  now 
improving,  and  it  will  soon  resume  its  onward  course 
in  the  march  of  improvement. 

Your  particular  attention  is  requested  to  so  much 
of  the  postmaster  general’s  report  as  relates  to  the 
transportation  of  the  mails  upon  rail-roads.  The  laws 
on  that  subject  do  not  seem  adequate  to  secure  that 
service,  now  become  almost  essential  to  the  public 
interests,  and  at  the  same  time  protect  the  depart- 
ment from  combinations  and  unreasonable  demands. 

Nor  can  I loo  earnestly  request  your  attention  to 
the  necessilj’  of  providing  a more  secure  building  for 
this  department.  The  danger  of  destruction  to  w hich 
its  important  hooks  and  papers  are  continually  ex- 
posed, as  well  from  the  highly  combustible  character 
ofthe  building  occupied,  as  from  that  of  others  in  the 
vicinity,  calls  loudly  for  prompt  action. 

Your  attention  is  again  earnestly  invited  to  the 
suggestions  and  recommendations  submitted  at  the 
last  session  in  respect  to  the  District  of  Columbia. 

I feel  it  my  duty,  also,  to  bring  to  your  notice  cer- 
tain proceedings  at  law  which  have  recently  been 
prosecuted  in  this  district,  in  the  nameof  the  United 
States,  on  the  relation  of  Messrs.  Stockton  and 
Stokes,  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  against  the  post- 
master general;  and  which  have  resulted  in  the  pay- 
ment of  money  out  of  the  national  treasury,  for  the 
first  time  since  the  establishment  of  the  government, 
by  judicial  compulsion  exercised  by  the  common  law' 
writ  of  mandamus,  issued  by  the  circuit  court  of  this 
District. 

The  facts  of  the  case,  and  the  grounds  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, will  be  found  fully  stated  in  the  report  of 
the  decision;  and  any  additional  information  which 
you  may  desire  will  be  supplied  by  the  proper  depart- 
ment. No  interference  in  the  particular  case  is  con- 
templated. The  money  has  been  paid;  the  claims 
of  the  prosecutors  have  been  satisfied;  and  the  whole 
subject,  so  far  as  the}-  are  concerned,  is  finally  dis- 
posed of;  but  it  is  on  the  supposition  that  the  case 
may  be  regarded  as  an  authoritative  exposition  of  the 
law  as  it  now  stands,  that  I have  thought  it  necessary 
to  present  it  to  your  consideration. 

The  object  of  the  application  to  the  circuit  court 
was  to  compel  the  postmaster  general  to  carry  into 
effect  an  award  made  by  the  solicitor  ofthe  treasury, 
under  a special  act  of  congress  for  the  settlement  of 
certain  Claims  of  the  relators  on  the  post  office  de- 
partment, which  aw'ard  the  postmaster  general  de- 
c-lined to  execute  in  full,  until  he  should  receive 
further  legislative  direction  on  the  subject.  If  the 
duty  imposed  on  the  postmaster  general,  by  that  law, 
was  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  an  official  nature,  be- 
longing to  his  office  as  a branch  of  the  executive, 
then  it  is  obvious  that  the  constitutional  competency 
of  the  judiciary  to  direct  and  control  him  in  its  dis- 
charge, was  necessarily  drawn  in  question.  And  if 
the  duty  so  imposed  on  the  postmaster  general  was 
to  be  considered  as  merely  ministerial,  and  not  ex- 
ecutive, it  yet  remained  to  be  shown  that  the  circuit 
court  of  this  district  had  authority  to  interfere  by 
mandamus — such  a power  having  never  before  been 
asserted  or  claimed  by  that  court.  With  a view  to 
the  settlement  of  these  important  questions,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  circuit  court  was  carried,  by  a writ  of 
error,  to  the  supreme  court  ot  the  United  States.  In 
the  opinion  of  that  tribunal,  the  duty  imposed  on  the 
postmaster  general  was  notan  official  executive  duty, 


hut  one  of-a  merely  ministerial  nature.  The  grav 
constitutional  questioi.s  which  had  been  discussed 
were,  therefore,  excluded  from  the  decision  of  the 
case;  the  court,  indeed,  expressly  admitting  that, 
w ith  powers  and  duties  properly  belonging  1o  the 
executive,  no  other  depaitment  can  inteiiere  by  the 
writ  of  mandamus;  and  the  questions,  therefore,  re- 
solved itself  into  this:  has  congress  conferred  upon 
the  circuit  court  of  this  district  the  power  to  issue 
such  a writ  to  an  officer  of  the  general  government, 
commanding  him  to  perform  a ministerial  act?  A 
majority  of  the  court  have  decided  that  it  has,  but 
have  tounded  their  decision  upon  a process  of  rea- 
soning which,  in  my  judgment,  renders  further  legis- 
lative provision  indispensable  to  the  public  interests 
and  the  equal  administiation  ol  justice. 

It  has  long  since  been  decided  by  the  supreme 
court,  that  neither  that  tribunal  nor  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States  held  within  the  respec- 
tive states,  possess  the  power  in  question;  but  it  is 
now  held  that  this  power,  denied  to  both  of  these 
high  tribunals,  (to  the  former  by  the  constitution, 
and  to  the  latter  by  congress,)  has  been,  by  its  le- 
gislation, vested  in  the  circuit  court  of  this  district. 
No  such  direct  grant  of  power  to  the  circuit  court 
of  this  district  is  claimed;  hut  it  has  been  held  to 
result,  by  necessary  implication,  from  several  sec- 
tions of  the  law’  establishing  the  couit.  One  of 
these  sections  declares,  that  the  laws  of  Maryland, 
as  they  existed  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  should 
be  in  force  in  that  part  of  the  district  ceded  by  that 
state;  and,  by  this  provision,  the  common  law,  in 
civil  and  criminal  cases,  as  it  prevailed  in  Maryland 
in  1801,  was  established  in  that  part  of  the  district. 

In  England,  the  court  of  king's  bench — because 
the  sovereign,  who,  according  to  the  theory  of  the 
constitution,  is  the  fountain  of  justice,  originally 
sat  there  in  person,  and  is  still  deemed  to  be  pre- 
sent, in  construction  of  Jaw — alone  possesses  the 
high  power  of  issuing  the  writ  of  mandamus,  not 
only  to  inferior  jurisdictions  and  corporations,  but 
also  to  magistrates  and  others,  commanding  them, 
in  the  king’s  name,  to  do  what  their  duty  requires, 
in  cases  where  there  is  a vested  light,  and  no  other 
specific  remedy.  It  has  been  held,  in  the  case  re- 
ferred to,  that,  as  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  is,  by  the  constitution,  rendered  incompetent 
to  exercise  this  power,  and  as  the  circuit  court  of 
this  district  is  a court  of  general  jurisdiction  in 
cases  at  common  law,  and  the  highest  court  of  ori- 
ginal jurisdiction  in  the  district,  the  right  to  issue 
the  writ  of  mandamus  is  incident  to  its  common 
law’  powers.  Another  ground  relied  upon  to  main- 
tain the  power  in  question  is,  that  it  was  included, 
by  lair  construction,  in  the  pow’er  it  granted  to  the 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  by  the  act  “to 
provide  for  the  more  convenient  organization  of 
the  courts  of  the  United  States,”  passed  13th  of 
February,  1801;  that  the  act  establishing  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  thfe  district,  passed  the  27th  day  of 
February,  1801,  conferred  upon  that  court  and  the 
judges  thereof  the  same  powers  as  were  by  law 
vested  in  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States 
and  in  the  judges  of  the  said  courts;  that  the  repeal 
ol  the  first  mentioned  act,  which  took  place  in  the 
next  year,  did  not  divest  the  circuit  court  of  this 
district  of  the  authority  in  dispute,  but  left  it  still 
clothed  with  the  powers  over  the  subject  which,  it 
is  conceded,  were  taken  away  from  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States  by  the  repeal  of  the 
act  of  13th  February,  1801. 

Admitting  that  the  adoption  of  the  laws  of  Ma- 
ryland for  a portion  of  this  district  confers  on  the 
circuit  court  thereof,  in  that  portion,  the  transcen- 
dant  extra-judicial  prerogative  powers  of  the  court 
of  king’s  bench,  Jn  England,  or  that  either  of  the 
acts  of  congress,  by  necessary  implication,  autho- 
rize the  former  court  to  issue  a writ  of  mandamus 
to  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  to  compel  him  to 
perforin  a ministerial  duty,  the  consequences  are, 
in  one  respect,  the  same.  The  result  in  either 
case  is,  that  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  sta- 
tioned in  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  are, 
in  -respect  to  the  performance  of  their  official  du- 
ties, subject  to  different  laws  and  a different  super- 
vision; those  in  the  states  to  one  rule,  and  those  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  to  another  and  a very  dif- 
ferent one.  In  the  district  their  official  conduct  is 
subject  to  a judicial  control,  from  which  in  the 
states  they  are  exempt. 

Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to 
the  expediency  of  vesting  such  a power  in  the  ju- 
diciary, in  a system  of  government  constituted  like 
that  ol  the  United  States,  all  must  agree  that  these 
disparaging  discrepancies  in  the  law  and  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to 
continue;  and  as  congress  alone  can  provide  the 
remedy,  the  subject  is  unavoidably  presented  to 
your  cousideration. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  December  3,  1838 
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December  5.  The  chair  laid  before  the  senate 
the  lollouing  executive  communications,  viz: 

1.  The  annual  report  of  the  contingent  expendi- 
tures of  the  state  department. 

2.  The  treasury  annual  report  of  the  finances. 

3.  Copies  of  all  accounts  settled  at  the  treasury 
for  the  past  year. 

Notices.  By  Mr.  Norvell,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  making  certain  grants  of  public  lands,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  bills  for  the  relief  of 
certain  individuals  therein  named. 

By  Mr.  Buchanan,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Sumpter. 

By  Mr.  Prentiss,  for  bills  for  the  relief  of  Elisha 
Towns,  Henry  Fairbanks,  and  John  McLeod. 

By  Mr.  Crittenden,  for  a bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre 
Menard  and  others. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  house  returning  the 
thanks  of  congress  to  the  family  of  gen.  Lafayette, 
for  the  present  of  a copy  of  the  memoirs  of  gen.  L. 
was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala. 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  agreeably  to  notice,  ob- 
tained leave  and  introduced  a bill  for  the  reduction 
and  graduation  of  the  price  of  public  lands;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
a resolution,  which  was  adopted,  suspending  the 
34th  rule  so  far  as  that  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
senate  shall  appoint  for  the  present-  session  the 
standing  committees,  with  the  exception  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  commerce,  who 
should  be  elected  by  ballot. 

The  senate  accordingly  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
that  chairman,  when  there  appeared  for  Mr.  King 
23  votes,  scattering  3. 

A majority  of  the  senate  not  having  voted,  a 
second  ballot  was  had,  when  Mr.  King,  having  re- 
ceived 26  votes,  was  declared  duly  elected. 

The  senate  concurred  in  the  resolution  of  the 
house  for  the  appointment  of  two  chaplains  for  the 
session,  and  then  adjourned. 

December  6.  The  chair  announced  to  the  senate 
the  following  as  the  standing  committees  of  the 
senate  for  the  ensuing  session  : 

On  foreign  relations — Messrs.  Buchanan,  (chair- 
man,) Tallmadge,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Rives,  Niles. 

On  finance — Messrs.  Wright,  (chairman,)  Web- 
ster, Nicholas,  Benton,  Hubbard. 

On  commerce — Messrs.  King,  (chairman,)  Davis, 
Brown,  Norvell,  Ruggles. 

On  manufactures— Messrs.  Niles,  (chairman.) 
Lumpkin,  Preston,  Strange,  Ruggles, 

On  agriculture — Messrs.  Smith,  of  Conn,  (chair- 
man,) Spence,  Linn,  McKean,  Mouton. 

On  military  affairs — Messrs.  Benton,  (chairman,) 
Preston,  Tipton,  Wall,  Allen. 

On  militia — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ala.,  (chairman,) 
Swift,  Mouton,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Foster. 

On  naval  affairs — Mr.  Rives,  (chairman,)  South- 
ard, Tallmadge,  Cuthbert,  Williams. 

On  public  lands — Mr.  Walker,  (chairman,)  Ful- 
ton, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Allen,  Prentiss. 

On  private  land  claims — Messrs.  Linn,  (chair- 
man,) Sevier,  Bayard,  Mouton,  Lyon. 

On  Indian  affairs — Messrs.  White,  (chairman,) 
Sevier,  Tipton,  Linn,  Swift. 

Of  claims — Messrs.  Hubbard,  (chairman,)  Tip- 
ton,  Crittenden,  Young,  Merrick. 

On  revolutionary  claims — Messrs.  Brown,  (chair- 
man,) White,  Crittenden,  Norvell,  Smith,  of  Conn. 

On  the  judiciary — Messrs.  Wall,  (chairman,) 
Morris,  Clayton,  Strange,  Pierce. 

On  the  post  office  and  post  roads — Messrs.  Robin- 
son, (chairman,)  Lumpkin,  Wright,  Brown,  Mer- 
rick. ' , 

On  roads  and  canals— Messrs.  Tipton,  (chair- 
man,) McKean,  Young,  Lyon,  Foster. 

On  Pensions — Messrs.  Morris, (chairman,)  Pren- 
tiss, Pierce,  Roane,  Williams. 

For  the  District  of  Columbia — Messrs.  Roane, 
(chairman,)  Nicholas,  Spence,  Bayard,  McKean. 

On  patents  and  the  patent  office — Messrs.  Strange, 
(chairman,)  Davis,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Lyon. 

Committee  to  audit  and  control  contingent  expenses 
of  the  senate— Messrs.  McKean,  (chairman,)  Ful- 
ton, Knight. 

On  engrossed  bills — Messrs.  Norvell,  (chairman,) 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Merrick. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  for  the 
prevention  of  duelling  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  for  the  punishment  of  the  same.  Read  twice 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Norvell,  presented  twelve  memorials  from  up- 
wards of  one  thousand  citizens  of  different  parts  of 
Michigan,  praying  an  appropriation  for  making  a 


harbor  at  Brest,  and  for  the  erection  af  a light-house 
at  Siony  Point,  in  said  state. 

Numerous  petitions  were,  on  motion  of  several 
senators,  ordered  to  be  taken  from  the  files,  and  re- 
ferred to  their  appropriate  committees. 

Mr.'  Wall  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow  he  would 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  prevent  the  counter- 
feiting of  foreign  coins,  and  lot  the  punishment 
thereof. 

Also,  a bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “an  act  more 
elfectually  lo  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  Slates.” 

Mr.  Norvell,  agreeably  to  notice,  introduced  a 
bill  making  certain  grants  of  land,  atfd  for  other  pur- 
poses; which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  public  lands. 

The  Chair  communicated  to  the  senate  a report 
from  the  treasury  department,  containing  a state- 
ment from  Mr.  Hassler  in  relation  to  the  coast  sur- 
vey, and  of  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures, 
showing  the  progress  in  the  same  during  the  present 
year. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  estab- 
lish a board  of  commissioners  to  hear  and  examine 
claims  against  the  United  States.  Read  twice,  and 
referred. 

Also,  a bill  to  establish  a pension  agency  at  Mont- 
pelier in  the  state  of  Vermont.  Twice  read,  and 
referred. 

Mr.  Knight,  pursuant  to  notice,  introduced  a bill 
allowing  a drawback  on  hemp  when  manufactured 
info  cordage  and  exported;  which  was  twice  read, 
a d referred. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Sumpter,  of 
South  Carolina,  was  twice  read,  and,  alter  having 
been  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Several  private  bills  were  also  introduced. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rives,  the  memorial  of  com- 
modore James  Barron  was  referred  to  ttie  commit- 
tee oil  naval  affairs. 

Mr.  Tipton  introduced  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  sufficient  to  complete  the  construction 
of  the  Cumberland  road  to  the  Mississippi  river,  or  to 
Jefferson  city,  Missouri;  the  appropriation,  when  made, 
to  he  paid  over  to  the  several  states  within  whose  limits 
the  road  is  situated  in  annual  instalments:  Provided, 
the  state  will  agree  to  accept  and  apply  the  money  to 
the  objects  intended,  and  discharge  the  general  govern- 
ment from  any  furtheir  appropriations:  and  provided 
also,  that  the  states  have  authority  to  collect  tolls  on  the 
said  road  sufficient  to  keep  the  same  in  good  repair  af- 
ter its  completion;  and  shall  allow  the  arms  and  mu- 
nitions of  wa'r  of  tlie  general  government  to  pass  the 
same  toll  free. 

Mr.  Tipton  also  introduced  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  the  Cumber- 
land road  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

The  bill  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands  was  taken  up,  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  public  lauds. 

Mr.  Hubbard  introduced  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  pensions  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  acts  of  congress  granting  pensions  for  disabilities 
incurred  during  the  late  war,  so  as  to  have  the  pensions 
of  such  invalids  commence  at  the  time  their  disability 
was  received. 

Mr.  Norvell  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  intu  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  salary  of  the  district  judge  of  the  United  Stales  for 
the  district  of  Michigan. 

The  various  parts  of  the  president’s  message 
were,  on  motion  of  the  several  senators,  referred  to 
their  appropriate  committees. 

After  a short  executive  session  the  senate  ad- 
journed over  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Dec.  3.  At  12  o’clock  the  house  was 
called  to  order  by  the  speaker, 

And  the  roll  of  members  having  been  then  call- 
ed, the  following  members  appeared  to  be  present: 
From  Maine. 

Mr.  Hugh  J.  Anderson  Mr.  Joseph  C.  Noyes 
Thomas  Davee  Virgil  D.  Parris 

George  Evans  Edward  Robinson 

John  Fairfield 

From  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  C.  G.  Atherton  Mr.  Joseph  Weeks 

Samuel  Cushman  Jared  W.  Williams 

James  Farrington 

From  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  John  Q.  Adams  Mr.  Richard  Fletcher 
Nathaniel  B.  Borden  George  Grcnnell,  jr. 
George  N.  Briggs  William  S.  Hastings 

W.  B.  Calhoun  Levi  Lincoln 

Caleb  Cushing  William  Parmenter 


F^m  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Robert  B.  Cranston  Mr.  J.  L.  Tillinghast 
From  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Elisha  Haley  Mr.  Launeelot  Phelps 

Orrin  Holt  Isaac  Toucey 

Samuel  Ingham  T.  T.  Whittlesey 

From  Vermont. 

Mr.  Heman  Alien  Mr.  Hrland  Hall 

Horace  Everett  - William  blade 
Isaac  Fletcher  • 

From  New  York. 

Mr.  John  T.  Andrews  Mr.  Gouverneur  Kemble 


Cyrus  Beers 
Bennet  Bickneil 
Samuel  Birdsail 
John  C.  Brodhead 
Isaac  H.  Bronson 
C.  C.  Cambreleng 
Timothy  Childs 
John  C.  Clark 
Edward  Curtis 
John  I.  De  Graff 
John  Edwards 
Millard  Fillmore 
Henry  A.  Foster 
Albert  Gallup 
Abraham  P.  Grant 
Hiram  Gray 
Ogden  Hoffman 
Thomas  B.  Jackson 
Nathaniel  Jones 


Arphaxed  Loomis 
Richard  P.  Marvin 
Robert  McClellan 
Charles  F.  Mitchell 
Ely  Moore 
Willliam  H.  Noble 
John  Palmer 
AmasaJ.  Parker 
Harvey  Putnam 
Luther  C.  Peck 
Zadock  Pratt 
John  H.  Prentiss 
David  Russell 
Mark  H.  Sibley 
James  B.  Spencer 
William  Taylor 
Obadlah  Titus 
A.  Vanderveer 
Henry  Vail 


From  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  John  B.  Aycrigg  Mr.  Joseph  F.  Randolph 
William  Halsted  Charles  C.  Stratton 

John  P.  B.  Maxwell  Thomas  J.  Yorke 
From  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  William  Beatty  Mr.  Mathias  Morris 
Richard  Biddle  Samuel  W.  Morris 

Andrew  Buchanan  Charles  Navlor 

Edward  Darlington  Lemuel  Paynter 

Edward  Davies  David  Petrilcin 

Jacob  Fry,  jr.  Arnold  Plumer 

R.  H. ’Hammond  David  Potts,  jr. 

Thomas  Henry  Luther  Reily 

Edward  B.  Hubley  John  Sergeant 

George  Ivl.  Keim  Daniel  Sheffer 

J.  Klingensmith,  jr.  George  VV.  Toland 

Henry  Logan  David  D.  Wagener 

T.  M.  T.McKennan 

From  Delaware. 

Mr.  John  J.  Miligan. 

From  Maryland. 

Mr.  John  Dennis  Mr.  John  P Kennedy 

Benj.  C.  Howard  James  A Pearce 

Daniel  Jenifer  Francis  Thomas 

William  C.  Johnson  J.T.H.  Worthington 

From  Virginia. 

Mr.  Linn  Banks  Mr.  James  M.  Mason 

Andrew  Beirne  Charles  F.  Mercer 

James  W.  Bouldin  William  S.  Morgan 

Robert  Craig  Francis  E.  Rives 

G.  C.  Dromgoole  John  Robertson 

George  W.  Hopkins  Archibald  Stuart 

Joseph  Johnson  John  Taliaferro 

John  W.  Jones  Henry  A.  Wise 

From  Norih  Carolina. 

Mr.  Jesse  A.  Bynum  Mr.  Abraham  Rencher 
Henry  W.  Connor  Samuel  T.  Sawyer 

Edmund  Deberry  A.  H.  Shepperd 

Micajah  T.  Hawkins  Charles'  Shepard 

James  J.  McKay  Edward  Stanly 

W.  Montgomery  Lewis  Williams 

From  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  John  Campbell  Mr.  John  K.  Griffin 
William  K.  Clowney  It.  Barnwell  Rhett 

Franklin  H.  Elmore 

From  Georgia. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Dawson  Mr.  Charles  E.  Haynes 
Thomas  Glascock  Jabez  Jackson 

Seaton  Grantland  George  W.  Towns 

From  Kentucky. 

Mr.  John  Calhoon  Mr.  John  Pope 

William  J.  Graves  Edward  Rumsey 

James  Harlan  W.  IV.  Southgate 

Richard  H.  Hawes  J.  R.  Underwood 

Richard  Menefee  John  White 

John  L.  Murray  Sherrod  Williams 

From  Tennessee. 


Mr.  John  Bell 

William  B.  Campbell 
William  B.  Carter 
Richard  Chealham 
John  VV.  Crockett 
Abraham  P.  Maury 
Abraham  McClellan 
From 

Mr.  James  Alexander,  jr. 
John  W.  Allen 
William  Kay  Bond 
[John  Chaney 
Charles  D.  Coffin 


Mr.  James  K.  Polk 
Ebeuezer  J . Shields 
William  Slone 
Hopkins  L.  Turney 
Joseph  L.  Williams 
C.  H.  Williams 


Ohio. 
■ Mr. 


Alexander  Harper 
D.  P.  Leadbettcr 
Samson  Mason 
Calvary  Morris 
Joseph  Ridgway 
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Thomas  Corwin  Matthias  Sheplor 

Joshua  R.  Giddings.  H.  Swearingen 

Patrick  G.  Goode  Taylor  Webster 

From  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Henry  Johnson 
From,  Indiana. 

Mr.  George  H.  Dunn  Mr.  William  Herod 
* John  Ewing  James  Rariden 

^William  Graham  Albert  S.  White 

From  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Word 
^ From  Illinois. 

Mr.  Zadok  Casey  Mr.  Adam  W.  Snyder 

William  L May 

From  Alabama. 

Mr.  Reuben  Chapman  Mr.  Francis  S.  Lyon 
George  W.  Crabb  Joshua  L.  Martin 

Dixon  H.  Lewis 

From  Michigan. 

Mr.  Isaac  E.  Crary. 

From  Florida  Territory. 

Mr.  Charles  Downing,  Delegate. 

From  Iowa  Territory. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Chapman,  delegate. 

The  following  gentlemen  appeared,  were  qualified, 
and  took  their  seats. 

Messrs.  Beers  and  Putnam  of  New  York,  Gid- 
dings and  Swearingen  of  Ohio,  and  Crabb  of  Ala- 
bama. 

Mr.  Crary,  of  Michigan,  presented  the  certificate 
of  election  of  Mr.  J.  D.  Doty,  as  delegate  elect  from 
the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  moved  that  he  be 
qualified  and  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Wisconsin,  contested  the  right.  He 
said  that  he  did  not  ask  to  be  again  qualified,  as  he 
had  himself  been  already  heretofore  qualified  as  the 
delegate  from  Wisconsin.  He  claimed  to  have  been 
duly  elected,  and,  having  served  but  one  term;  he 
claimed  to  retain  his  seat  under  the  act  of  congress 
of  March  3d,  1817,  which  declared  that  all  territo- 
rial delegates  should  be  elected  for  the  same  term 
as  members 'from  the  states. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Keim  to  lay  the  sub- 
ject on  the  table,  but,  being  subsequently  with- 
drawn, on  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  subject  was 
ordered  to  lie  over  till  Thursday  next. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from 
Samuel  Burch,  esq.,  principal  clerk  in  the  office 
of  the  cleric  of  the  house  of  representatives: 

Office  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  Dec.  3,  1838. 
Sir  : The  painful  duty  is  devolved  upon  me  of 
informing  you,  and  through  you  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  of  the  death  of 
Walter  S.  Franklin,  esq.,  clerk  of  this  house.  He 
died  on  the  20th  September  last  at  Lancaster. 

In  making  this  communication,  I cannot  omit  to 
embrace  this  opportunity  publicly  to  express  the 
deep  regret  of  every  officer  of  the  house  at  the  loss 
the  public  and  themselves  have  sustained  in  the 
death  of  Mr.  Franklin. 

With  much  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  BURCH, 

f Chief  cVk  of  the  office  and  act'g  cl'k  Ho.  Reps. 

To  the  hon.  Jas.  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  Ho.  of  Reps. 

Mr.  Petriken  offered  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved,  That  the  principal  assistant  clerk  act 
as  clerk  of  this  house,  until  a clerk  be  chosen  by 
the  house  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death 
of  the  late  Walter  S.  Franklin. 

Mr  .Milligan  moved  to  amend  the  said  resolution 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  “ resolved,”  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following  : 

“ That  the  house  do  forthwith  proceed  to  the 
election  of  a clerk.” 

Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the  words  following : 
“And  that  the  election  be  made  viva  voce.” 

A question  was  raised  by  Mr.  Adams  whether 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  in  order, 
but  the  Chair  decided  it  to  be  so. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  to  the  amendment, 
which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  were — yeas 
119,  nays  91,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  A"nderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boul- 
din,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambre- 
leng,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Clark, 
Connor,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Da- 
vee, DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Ewing, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Frv,  jr., 
Gallup,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubley,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jab6Z  Jackson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones, 
Keim,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  jr.,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan, 
Menefee,  Mitchell,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan, 


Samuel  W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker, 
Parmenter,  Parris,  Paynter,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plumer 
Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reily,  Rhett,  Rives, 
Robertson,  Sawyer,  Sheffer,  Augustine  H.  Sheppard, 
Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer, 
Stuart,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Ti- 
tus, Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Underwood,  Vail,  Van- 
derveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, Jared  W.  Williams,  Jos.  L.  Williams,  and 
W orthington — 119. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Sell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoun,  William 
B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Childs,  Clowney,  Coffin,  Corwin, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Darlington,  Davies,  De- 
berry, Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Richard  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Giddings,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Grant, 
Graves,  Grennel,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hast- 
ings, Hawes,  Henry,  Herrod,  Hoffman,  Jenifer,  Hen- 
ry Johnson,  Wiliiam  Cost  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lincoln 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell, 
McKennon,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mathias  Morris,  Cal- 
vary Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Pearce,  Pock,  Pope,  Potts, 
Putnam,  Randolph,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robinson, 
Rumsey,  Russel,  Sergeant,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Albert 
S.  White,  John  White,  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise, Word,  and  Yorke. — 91. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  being  agreed 
to,  the  question  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the  latter 
as  thus  amended. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  had  voted  for  the  amend- 
ment, and  although  the  proposition  pending  had 
been  thereby  made  more  acceptable  to  him,  still  he 
was  not  at  that  time  prepared  to  vote  for  it.  His 
reasons  were  that  more  time  was  necessary  to  can- 
vass the  qualifications  of  the  several  candidates,  and 
that  the  election  could  not  be  closed  to  day,  but 
would  run  through  to-morrow,  and  thereby  delay 
the  publication  of  the  president’s  message.  In  the 
meantime  all  difficulty  could  be  obviated  by  the 
adoption  of  Mr.  Petriken's  motion.  ' 

Mr.  Pearce,  of  Md.  had  voted  against  the  amend- 
ment, but,  as  the  house  had  decided  in  its  favor,  he 
thought  it  better  to  proceed  to  the  election  at 
once. 

I believe,  continued  Mr.  P.,  that,  if  you  now 
postpone  the  election,  you  will  do  the  very  thing 
which  you  have  recently  determined  should  not  be 
done— that  is  to  say,  you  will  elect  the  clerk  by 
ballot — there  will  be  balloting  elsewhere,  if  not 
here.  Now,  I want  nothing  of  this  kind.  I wish 
to  see  the  question  decided  here,  and  at  this  time, 
by  the  unbiassed  and  independent  judgment  of  the 
members  of  this  house.  This  can  be  done  if  we  go 
into  the  election  at  once;  it  cannot  be  done  if  the 
election  is  postponed  even  for  a day.  The  ballot- 
ing, which  has  been  denounced  here,  will  go  into 
effect  elsewhere,  before  a single  name  has  been 
called  in  this  house. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  then  agreed 
to,  ayes  102,  noes  101;  and  the  original  resolution 
thus  amended,  adopted — ayes  104,  nays  96. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  put  in  nomi- 
nation. 

By  Mr.  Bronson,  Edw.  Livingston,  of  N.  Y. 

By  Mr.  Corwin,  M.  St.  Clair  Clarke,  of  D.  C. 

By  Mr.  Dromgoole,  Hugh  A.  Garland,  of  Va. 

By  Mr.  Sergeant,  Samuel  Shoch,  of  Benn. 

By  Mr.  Wagener,  Henry  Buehler,  of  Penn. 

By  Mr.  Chaney,  John  Bigler,  of  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  Clark,  Reuben  M Whitney,  of  D.  C. 

By  Mr.  Milligan,  Arnold  Naudain,  of  Del. 

By  Mr.  Pope,  James  H.  Birch,  of  Missouri. 

The  Chair  observed  that  as  this  was  the  first  in- 
stance in  which  an  election  for  clerk  had  been  held 
viva  voce,  it  might  be  desirable  to  appoint  tellers,  to 
see  that  the  votes  as  given  should  be  correctly  re- 
corded, and  nominated  Messrs.  Bronson,  Corwin, 
Dromgoole,  Sergeant,  and  Wagener  to  act  as  such, 
and  superintend  the  election. 

These  gentlemen  thereupon  took  their  seats  at  the 
clerk’s  table. 

The  members  wrere  then  called  upon  individually, 
in  alphabetical  order;  and  voted  as  follows: 

For  Mr.  Clarke. 

Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  W.  Allen,  Ay- 
crigg, Bell,  Bond,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon, 
Win,  B.  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Cheatham,  Childs, 
Clowney,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Dawson, 
Deberry,  Dennis,  Evans,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Gid- 
dings, Goode,  W.  Graham,  Graves,  Griffin,  Harlan, 
Hastings,  Hawes,  Hoffman,  Henry  Johnson,  Wm. 
Cost  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lincoln,  Mercer,  C.  Morris, 
Noyes,  Pope,  Robertson,  Robinson,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Stanley,  Stone,  Tilling- 
hast, John  White,  Sherrod  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams, 
Wise,  Word,  Yorke — 55. 

For  Mr.  Garland. 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Atherton,  Banks,  Beirne,  Boul- 
din,  Bynum,  Casey,  Chapman,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary, 
Davee,  Dromgoole,  Elmore,  Fairfield,  Glascock,  Grant- 
land,  Haley,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Lewis,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  A.  Mc- 


Clellan, Montgomery,  Morgan,  Murray,  Parris,  Phelps, 
Rhett,  Rives,  Sawyer,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Thomas,  Tou- 
cey, Towns,  Turney,  J.  W.  Wiiliams,  Worthing- 
ton—48. 

For  Mr.  Livingston. 

Messrs.  Andrews,  Beers,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Brod- 
head, Bronson,  Cambreleng,  DeGraff,  Foster,  Gallup, 
Grant,  Gray',  Holt,  T.  B.  Jackson,  N.  Jones,  Kemble, 
Loomis,  R.  McClellan,  Moore,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker, 
Parmenter,  Pratt,  J.  H.  Prentiss,  Spencer,  Taylor, 
Titus,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Whittlesey — 31. 

For  Mr.  Shock. 

Messrs.  Alexander,  Biddle,  Borden,  Cranston,  Dar- 
lington, Davies,  Fillmore,  Henry,  Marvin,  McKennan, 
Mitchell,  M.  Morris,  Naylor,  Peck,  Potts,  Putnam, 
Ridgway,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Slade,  Toland— 21. 

For  Mr.  Naudain. 

Messrs.  Briggs,  Coffin,  Dunn,  Everett,  Grennel], 
Hall,  Harper,  Jenifer,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Max- 
well, Milligan,  Fearce,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Rencher, 
Stratton,  Taliaferro,  L.  Williams — 20. 

For  Mr.  Buehler. 

Messrs.  Beauy,  Buchanan,  Fry,  Hammond,  Hubley, 
Keim,  Klingensmith,  Logan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Paynter, 
Petrikin,  Plumer,  Reily,  Sheffer,  Wagener,  Weeks — 16. 

For  Mr.  Bigler. 

Messrs.  Chaney,  Cushman,  Farrington,  Isaac  Flet- 
cher, Leadbetter,  Sheplor,  Swearingen,  Webster — 8. 

For  Mr.  Birch. 

Messrs.  Crockett,  Halsted,  Herod,  Menefee,  Rum- 
sey, Southgate,  Underwood,  White,  C.  H.  Wil- 
liams— 9. 

For  Mr.  Whitney. 

Messrs  Clark  and  Edwards — 2. 

Mr.  Bronson  reported  that  the  whole  number  of 
votes  given  had  been  210,  that  106  were  necessary 


to  a choice,  and  that 

Mr.  Clarke  had  received  - 55  votes. 

Mr.  Garland,  - - - 48 

Mr.  Livingston,  31 

Mr.  Shoch,  21 

Mr.  Naudain,  - - - . 20 

Mr.  Buehler,  16 

Mr.  Birch,  ...  9 

Mr.  Bigler,  ...  8 

Mr.  Whitney,  ...  2 


No  choice  having  been  made,  it  was  suggested 
that,  by  general  consent,  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
senate  should  be  taken  up,  and  acted  on. 

Mr.  Thomas  proposed  that  the  assistant  clerk  be 
permitted  to  act  until  this  should  be  done,  and  should 
then  carry  the  message  of  the  house  to  the  senate; 
but  the  house  manifesting  decided  dissent — 

Mr.  Cushman  moved  to  adjourn,  but  the  motion 
was  lost.  Ayes  81,  noes  not  counted. 

The  house  thereupon  voted  again,  when  the  re- 
sult was  reported  as  follows  : 

For  Mr.  Clarke. 

Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Briggs,  William  B.  Cal- 
houn, John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carter, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Clowney,  Coffin,  Corwin, 
Crabb,  Cranstron,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Dawson, 
Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing, 
Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Giddings,  Goode,  W. 
Graham,  Graves,  Crennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Halsted,  Har- 
lan, Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Hoffman,  Jenifer, 
Henry  Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Kennedy, 
Lincoln,  Samson,  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Mathias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris, 
Naylor,  Noyes,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pope,  Putnam,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Robertson,  Robinson,  Rumsey,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd, Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stone, 
Stratton,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White, 
John  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Yorke— 88. 

For  Mr.  Garland. 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Atherton,  Banks,  Beirne,  Boul- 
din,  Bvnum,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chapman,  Connor, 
Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  Dromgoole,  Elmore, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry,  Glascock,  Grant- 
land,  Haley,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  How- 
ard, Ingham,  J.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Lewis,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Abraham 
McClellen,  Montgomery,  Morgan  Murray,  Parker, 
Parmenter,  Parris,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Rhett,  Rives, 
Sawyer,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Thomas,  Toucey,  Towns, 
Turney,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Wor- 
thington-* 60. 

For  Mr.  Livingston. 

Messrs.  Andrews,  Beers,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Brod- 
head, Bronson,  DeGraff,  Edwards,  Gallup,  Grant, 
Gray,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Kemble, 
Loomis,  Robert  McClellan,  Moore,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Spencer,  Taylor,  Titus,  Vail, 
Vanderveer — 26. 

For  Mr.  Shoch. 

Messrs.  Biddle,  Borden,  Darlington,  Davies,  Henry, 
Marvin,  McKennan,  Mitchell,  Potts,  Ridgway,  Rus- 
sell, Sergeant,  C.  H.  Wiliiams — 13. 

For  Mr.  Buehler. 

Messrs.  Beatty,  Buchanan,  Hammond,  Hubley, 
Keim,  Klingensmith,  Logan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Paynter, 
Plumer,  Reily,  Wagener,  Sheffer — 13. 

For  Mr.  Bigler. 

Messrs.  Chaney,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Leadbetter,  Shep- 
lor, Swearingen,  Webster — 6. 

For  Mr.  Naudain. 

Messrs.  Herod,  Milligan,  Rencher,  Taliaferro — 4. 
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No  election  having  been  made — 

Mr.  Thomas  proposed  that,  by  general  consent, 
the  house  should  declare  the  speaker  entitled  to 
vote.  The  existing  rule  was  somewhat  ambiguous  ; 
it  forbade  the  speaker’s  voting  except  in  elections 
by  ballot,  but  the  spirit  of  the  rule  would  not  apply 
auch  prohibition  to  the  present  case.  To  relieve 
the  speaker  from  all  embarrassment,  he  was  de- 
sirous the  house  should  permit  or  direct  the  speaker 
to  vole.  Mr.  T was  going  on  to  enforce  this  sug- 
gestion, when 

Mr.  Wise  called  him  to  order,  on  the  ground  that, 
as  the  house  were  acting  under  an  order  to  elect  a 
clerk,  till  that  order  was  fulfilled  all  motions  were 
out  of  order. 

The  Speaker  read  the  rule,  as  follows:  “In  all 
cases  of  ballot  by  the  house,  the  speaker  shall  vote  ; 
in  other  cases  he  shall  not  vote,  unless  the  house 
be  equally  divided,  or  unless  his  vote,  if  given  to 
the  minority,  will  make  the  division  equal ; and, 
in  case  of  such  equal  division,  the  question  shall 
be  lost and  stated  that,  having  examined  it  with 
a view  to  his  action  in  the  present  case,  he  had 
been  convinced  he  could  not  vote  under  the  rule  as 
it  stood.  He  had  no  unwillingness  to  vote,  but  was 
prepared  to  do  so  if  such  were  the  pleasure  of  the 
house.  He  further  stated  that,  if  the  candidate 
standing  highest  should  have  so  many  votes  as  just 
to  equal  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  to  all 
other  candidates,  so  that  if  the  speaker  did  not  vote 
there  would  be  no  election,  and  if  he  did  vote  there 
would,  in  that  case  he  should  consider  himself  au- 
thorized and  bound  to  vote. 

Mr.  Thomas  asked  if  he  would  be  in  order  to 
move  an  amendment  of  the  standing  rule,  with  a 
view  to  enable  the  speaker  to  vote  ? 

[Cries  of  No  ! no  I — Go  on  !] 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  rule  could  only  be 
altered  by  a vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  house,  and 
the  vote  to  amend  would  not,  at  present,  be  strictly 
in  order. 

He  then  directed  the  clerk  to  proceed  to  call  the 
house  for  a third  vote. 

Mr.  1’oucey  moyed  an  adjournment.  Lost. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  stated  that  the  delegate 
elect  from  Iowa  territory  was  present  and  ready  to 
be  sworn. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Chapman,  the  delegate  from  Iowa, 
was  thereupon  sworn,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  nominations  of  all  the  candidates,  except 
those  of  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Garland,  were  respec- 
tively withdrawn. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  a third  vote,  which 
resulted  as  follows: 

The  whole  number  of  votes  given  was  210:  ne- 
cessary to  a choice,  106:  of  which,  Hugh  A.  Gar- 
land received  106,  and  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke, 
104,  as  follows: 

For  Mr.  Clarke. 

Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heinan  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs, 
W.  B Calhoun,  John  Callaoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  (bar- 
ter, Cheaiham,  Childs,  .Clark,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Crabb, 
Cran3tou,  Croekett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Daw- 
son, Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Giddings,  Goode, 
Wm.  Graham,  Graves,  GrennelL,  Hall,  Halstead,  Har- 
lan, Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman, 
Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lin- 
doln,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  Mav,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  M.  Mor- 
ris, C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pope, 
Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Rencher,  Ridgway, 
J.  Robertson,  E.  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant, 
A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  L Williams,  S. 
Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word, 
Yorke — 10  J. 

For  Mr.  Garlamd. 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks,  Beat- 
ty, Beers,  Beirne,  Btcknell,  Birdsall,  Bouldin,  Brod- 
head,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, Casey, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Clowney,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Davee,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Elmore,  Far- 
rington, Fairfield,  I.  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Glas- 
cock, Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley  Ham- 
mond, Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Klingensmith,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis, 
Lyon,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert  Mc- 
Clellan, Abraham  McClellan,  Montgomery,  Moore. 
Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Paynter,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Plummer,  Pratt,  J.  H.  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Rives, 
Sawyer,  Sheffer,  Shepherd,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer, 
Stuart,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucev, 
Towns,  Tiltney,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster, 
Weeks,  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Worthing- 
ton—106. 

Mr.  Garland  was  thereupon  declared  duly  elected. 

Mr.  Haynes  proposed  that,  as  the  clerk  elect  was 
not  present,  the  house  take  up>and  adopt  the  joint 
resolution  of  the  senate,  declaring  both  houses  or- 


ganized, and  ready  to  receive  the  president’s  mes- 
sage. 

Mr.  Thomas  suggested  that  the  assistant  clerk  go 
with  the  message. 

Mr.  Bell  objected  to  this.  The' house  could  not 
say  that  it  was  duly  organized  until  it  had  a clerk  as 
well  as  a speaker;  but  as  the  clerk  elect  had  not 
been  qualified,  this  was  not  as  yet  the  fact.  He 
moved  an  adjournment. 

It  was  staled  to  the  house  by  Mr.  Rives,  of  Vir- 
ginia, that  Mr.  Garland  was  within  the  walls  of  the 
capitol.and  would  be  in  the  house  in  a few  minutes; 
but,  as  he  did  not  appear — 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  adjourn. 

And  the  house,  having  fixed  upon  twelve  as  the 
hour  for  its  daily  meeting,  until  further  order,  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  4.  Hugh  A Garland,  esq.  clerk 
elect  of  the  house  of  representatives,  presented  him- 
self at  the  speaker’s  table,  and  took  the  oath  ol 
office. 

The  house  then  took  up  and  concurred  in  the  re- 
solution of  the  senate  for  the  appointment  of  a select 
joint  committee  to  wait  upon  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  oiganization  of 
the  two  bodies,  and  Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Lincoln, 
and  Connor,  were  appointed  said  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  house. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
communication  from  the  lion.  J.  Q.  Adams. 

To  the  president  of  the  senate  and  speaker  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  Stales,  in  congress  assem- 
bled: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  Mr.  George  Wash- 
ington Lafayette,  and  of  the  respected  family  of  our 
late  illustrious  and  ever-venerated  Iriend,  gen.  Lafa- 
yette, I have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  congress,  in 
their  name,  a copy  of  the  memoirs  and  writings  of  their 
honored  parent,  recently  published  by  them,  to  be  de- 
posited in  the  library  of  congress. 

John  Quincy  Adams. 
House  of  reps.  U.  S.  Monday , Dec.  3,  1838. 

The  communication  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Adams,  premising  that  it  seemed  to  him  that, 
considering  the  distinguished  individual  referred  to, 
something  more  was  due  from  congress  than  the  or- 
dinary mode  of  accepting  a present  of  this  kind,  he 
therefore  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  Stales,-  That  the  thanks  of  this  congress  be 
presented  to  George  Washington  Lafayette,  the  son, 
and  to  the  surviving  family  of  the  late  illustrious  and 
lamented  gen.  Lyfayette,  for  the  copy  of  his  memoirs 
and  writings,  recently  published  by  them,  and  pre- 
sented in  their  name  to  this  congress,  to  be  deposited  in 
their  library,  and  that  the  same  be  deposited  in  their 
the  said  library  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harlan,  the  usual  order  for  the 
supply  of  newspapers,  not  to  exceed  the  expense 
of  three  daily  papers  for  each  member,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grennell,  the  usual  order  for 
the  election  of  two  chaplains  of  different  denomina- 
tions, was  also  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Adams  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  all  the  petitions,  memorials,  and  re- 
monstrances, against  the  annexation  of  the  republic  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States,  presented  at  the  first  and 
second  sessions  of  the  present  congress,  together  with 
the  resolutions  of  the  legislatures  ot  the  states  of  Ala- 
bama, Tennessee,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Ohio, 
Michigan,  and  Massachusetts,  now  on  file  in  the  clerk’s 
office,  relating  to  that  subject,  be  taken  from  the  said 
files,  and  referred  to  a select  committee  of mem- 

bers to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Howard  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Howard 
withdrew  his  motion,  and 

Mr.  Mercer  inquired  if  any  member  could  inform 
the  house  whether  the  application  on  the  pait  of 
Texas  for  admission  into  the  union  had,  or  had  not, 
been  withdrawn? 

Mr.  Howard  stated,  in  reply,  that  he  understood 
so  from  the  newspapers,  but  lie  had  no  official  in- 
formation on  the  subject.  The  message  of  the  pre- 
sident, momentarily  expected,  would  doublless  con- 
vey all  the  requisite  information,  and  he  therefore 
regarded  Mr.  Adams’ resolution  as  premature,  if  not 
unnecessary. 

Mr.  Mercer  expressed  himself  of  the  same  opin- 
ion, and  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  re- 
newed motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were — Yeas 
136.  nays  61,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Alherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Brod- 
head,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Wm.  B.  Campbell, 
Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Clark,  Clowney,  Coles,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett, 
Cushman,  Dawson,  Davee,  Deberry,  DeGraff,  Dennis, 
Dromgoole,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Ewing,  Fairfield,  Fos- 
ter, Fry,  Gallup,  Garland,  Glascock  .Grantland,  Grant, 


Graves,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harlan, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackson, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm. 
Cost  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Kennedy.  Klingensmith,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon, 
Mallory,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  May,  Max- 
well, McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Montgomery,  M“ore,  Morgmi,  S. 
W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Parker,  Parris,  Paynter, 
Pearce,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Pope,  Pratt,  Ran- 
dolph, Reily,  Rhett,  Rives,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Saw- 
yer, A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor, 
Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone, 
Swearingen,  Talliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Tou- 
cey,  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Weeks, 
John  While,  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jaied  W. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Word,  Worthington — 136. 

NAYS — John  Quincy  Adams,  Alexander,  Pieman 
Allen,  John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bond,  Borden,  Boul- 
din,  Briggs,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Childs,  Coffin, Cranston, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Dunn,  Evans, 
Everett,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Giddings,  Goode,  Graham,  Grennell,  Hall,  Halsted, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Ingham, 
Jenifer,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  McKennan,  Mit- 
chell, M.  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  No)  es,  Par- 
menter,  Peck,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Reed,  Ridg- 
way, Robinson,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Sibley,  Slade,  Strat- 
ton, Tillinghast,  Toland,  Albert  S.  White,  Yorke — 60. 

Mr.  Adams  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to-morrow, 
ask  leave  lo  bring  in  a bill  to  prevent  the  giving  or 
accepting  of  a challenge  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Our  Minister  in  England,  fyc. 

Mr.  Adams  ottered  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of members  be  ap- 

pointed, with  leave  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to 
inquire  and  report  to  this  house — 

1st.  Whether  Andrew  Stevenson,  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States  at  London,  is  or  has  recently  been  engaged  in 
a public  newspaper  controversy  involving  his  personal 
integrity  and  the  honor  of  this  country,  whose  repre- 
sentative he  is,  with  Daniel  O’Connell,  a member  of 
the  parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland? 

2d.  Whether  the  said  Andrew  Stevenson,  holding 
the  privileged  character  of  an  ambassador,  has,  in 
concert  with  three  other  persons,  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  one  of  whom  is  an  officer  in  their  navy,  engaged 
in  a conspiracy  with  intent  to  slop  the  wind,  or,  fn  the 
language  of  the  laws  of  God  and  of  m in,  to  murder 
the  said  Daniel  O’Connnell  in  a duel,  or  by  a premedi- 
tated provocation  to  a brawl. 

3d.  Whether  the  said  Andrew  Stevenson,  after  a 
written  demand  of  explanation  in  the  form  usual 
among  duellists  as  preliminary  to  a challenge,  and  with 
the  intent  to  follow  it  up  by  a challenge,  preconcerted 
with  the  said  three  other  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
did  not  accept  of  an  answer  from  the  said  Daniel 
O’Connell  equally  unsatisfactory  to  the  codes  of  gen- 
uine and  of  spurious  honor,  and  thereby  tacitly  admit 
the  truth  of  the  imputation  upon  his  honor,  at  which 
he  had  professed  to  take  offence. 

4th.  Whether  the  said  Andrew  Stevenson,  in  these 
transactions,  has  violated  the  duties  of  his  office  as  an 
ambassador  of  peace,  the  laws  of  nations,  the  laws  ot 
the  land,  to  the  governmentof  which  he  was  accredited, 
the  privileges  of  the  British  house  of  commons  in  the 
person  of  one  of  its  members,  and  the  honor  and  in- 
terests of  his  own  country. 

5th.  Whether  the  said  Andrew  Stevenson  has,  in 
these  transactions,  so  conducted  himself  as  to  require 
tne  constitutional  interposition  of  this  house  by  im- 
peachment or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Howard  said  that  these  resolutions  covered  a 
a great  deal  of  ground,  and,  wishing  an  opportunity 
to  examine  them,  he  moved  their  postponement  till 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Adams  would  readily  assent  to  the  proposi- 
tion. They  did,  as  the  gentlemen  said,  cover  a 
great  deal  of  ground,  and  they  embraced,  too,  the 
most  important  objects  that  could  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  that  house,  involving,  as  they  did,  the  honor 
and  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  eveiy  thino-  that 
was,  or  ought  to  be  dear  to  freemen. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
upon  the  table,  on  which  motion  Mr.  Reed  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which,  being  ordered,  were 
yeas  140,  nays  57,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Alher- 
ton, Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Bird- 
sall, Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  William 
B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chap- 
man, Cheatham,  Clark,  Clowney,  Coffin,  Coles,  Crabb, 
Craim  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman.  Dawson,  Davee,  De 
Graff',  Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Ewing,  Fair- 
field,  Foster,  James  Garland,  Glascock,  William  Gra- 
ham, Grantland,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond, 
Iftiwes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Herod,  Holt,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Hubley,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham, 
lhos.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  Jenifer,  IT.  Johnson,  J. 
Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Ken- 
nedy, Klingensmith,  Lewis,  Lo<mn,  Loomis,  Lvon 
Mallory,  Janies  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  May, 
Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  Me 
Clellan,  Menefee,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan,  Samuel  W.  Morris  Murray,  Noble,  Parker,  Par- 
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mentor,  Parris,  Payntor,  Pearce,  Petri  kin,  Phelps,] 
Plainer,  Pape,  Pratt,  Reily,  Readier,  RHett,  Rivis, 
Robertson,  Rurnsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sheffer,  Augus- 
tine PI.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor, 
Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone, 
Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Tou- 
cey,  Towns,  Turney,  Underwood,  Vanderveer,  Wage- 
ner,  Webster,  Weeks,  Albert  S.  White,  John  White, 
Whitilesey,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Word, 
and  Worthington — 140. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Alexander, 
Hernan  Allen,  Andrews,  Aycrigg,  Bond,  Borden, 
Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Childs,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  Evans,  Everett,  Richard 
Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Giddings,  Goode, 
Grennell,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  William  S. 
Hastings,  Thomas  Henry,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Lin- 
coln, Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
Mitchell,  Mathias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Peck,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Ridgway,  Robinson^  Russell,  Sergeant,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Stratton,  Tillmghasr,  Toland,  Wise,  and  Yorke 
—57. 

So  the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  president,  reported  that  they  had 
performed  that  duty,  &c.,  and  immediately  the 
president’s  message  was  received  and  read  by  the 
clerk. — [3cf=-  See  senate  proceedings.] 

Mr.  Haynes  moved  to  refer  the  message  and  ac- 
companying documents  to  a committee  ol  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  that  15,000  copies  ot 
the  message  without  the  documents,  and  5,000  extra 
copies  with  the  documents,  be  printed. 

Mr.  Bell  had  no  objection  to  the  latter  branch 
of  the  motion  being  put,  but  he  objected  to  the 
reference  at  this  time,  as  the  message  could  be  the 
sooner  discussed  if  kept  in  the  house,  than  by  being 
sent  to  a committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Haynes  insisted  that  the  object  of  his  motion 
was  to  afford  the  widest  scope  of  discussion.  Mr. 
H.  varied  his  motion  so  as  to  print  15,000  copies 
with  the  documents,  arid  5,000  copies  of  the  mes- 
sage alone,  which  motion,  together  with  that  of 
reference,  after  some  further  conversation  between 
Messrs.  Bell,  Haynes , Wise,  and  J.  Garland,  as  to 
the  disposition  made  of  the  message  last  year,  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  annual 
jeport  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  state 
of  the  finances,  of  which  10,000  extra  copies  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a statement  of  the  expenditures  on  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  state  department  for  the 
year  ending  30th  November,  1333. 

Mr.  Logan  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  widow  of  Walter  S.  Franklin,  de- 
ceased, late  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States,  be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund,  his  salary  as  clerk  aforesaid,  up  to  the  31st  of 
December,  1833. 

Mr.  Underwood  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McKennan  suggested  to  his  colleague  to  mo- 
dify the  resolution  by  allowing  the  salary  up  to  the 
time  when  the  duties  of  the  clerkship  began  to  be 
performed  by  Mr.  Franklin’s  successor. 

Mr.  Logan  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  when  Mr.  Franklin  died? 

The  Chair  said  on  the  20th  of  September. 

Mr.  Wise  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  so 
as  to  allow  her  the  salary  to  the  20th  ot  September. 
He  expressed  high  respect  for  the  late  officer,  and 
regretted  that  this  duty  would  r.ot  admit  ot  his  vo- 
ting for  the  resolution  as  it  stood.  The  house  had 
no  right  to  make  the  gratuity  proposed. 

Mr.  Underwood  supported  the  amendment  on  si- 
milar ground.  He  opposed  the  resolution  on  prin- 
ciple. The  gentleman’s  amendment,  however, 
would  be  imperative,  because  up  to  the  time  ol  Mr. 
Franklin’s  death,  his  salary  belonged  to  the  exe- 
cutors. 

Mr.  Wise  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  after  a 
few  remarks  in  support  of  the  resolution  by  Mr. 
McKennan  and  Mr.  Glascock,  it  was  agreed  to,  yeas 
93,  nays  63: 

Then  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  December  5.  Mr.  Saltonstall,  elected 
a representative  from  Massachusetts,  vice  Mi.  Phil- 
lips, resigned,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
communications,  viz.: 

From  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  enclos- 
ing, in  pursuance  of  the  law  establishing  the  trea- 
sury department,  accurate  .copies  of  the  accounts 
kept  in  that  department  for  the  past  year. 

From  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives,, 
enclosing  a report  of  the  contingent  expenditures  of 
his  office  for  the  past  year 

From  the  commissioner  of  the  public  buildings, 
containing  copies  of  all  contracts  entered  into  by 
that  office" for  the  past  year. 


] Mr.  Fillmore  then  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Speaker: 
The  painful  and  melancholy  duty  has  devolved  upon 
me  of  announcing  to  the  house  the  death  of  my 
lamented  friend  ar.d  colleague,  William  Patterson. 
He  died  at  his  residence,  in  Warsaw,  on  the  14th 
day  of  August  last. 

The  last  time  I saw  him  was  in  this  hall,  at  the 
close  of  the  late  session.  He  was  then  in  the  prime 
of  life,  and  apparently  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
health.  Blessed  by  Iris  Creator  with  a constitution 
that  never  felt  disease — environed  by  a temperance 
and  regularity  of  habit  that  ordinarily  bids  defiance 
to  its  approach — no  man  ever  left  this  house  with 
fairer  prospects  of  returning  to  it  again.  But  the 
untiring  assiduity  with  which  he  devoted  himself  to 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  here  during  that  long 
and  arduous  session,  doubtless  sowed  the  seeds  of 
that  disease  which  so  soon  terminated  his  earthly 
existence.  Beneath  the  external  glow  of  health 
that  then  mantled  his  cheek,  was  insidiously  prey- 
ing tlie  canker-wor  n ol'^leath . He  was  barely  en- 
abled to  return  to  the  bosom  of  his  family  when  his 
strength  gave  way,  his  reason  wandered,  and,  in  a 
few  short  days,  all  that  was  mortal  of  William  Pat- 
terson, “slept  beneath  the  clods  of  the  valley.” 
Would  that  this  melancholy  tale  ended- here.  But 
it  does  not.  The  partner  of  his  earthly  joys  and 
sorrows,  worn  down  with  the  watchings  and  anxie- 
ties of  his  last  illness,  with  a constitution  too  feeble 
to  support  tlie  accumulated  distress  of  a sensitive 
mind,  sunk  beneath  the  weight  of  her  sorrows,  and, 
in  a few  days  after  his  interment,  she,  too,  “slept 
the  sleep  of  death”  by  his  side.  What  an  appal- 
ling bereavement  to  his  infant  children!  They  are 
now  orphans  in  this  wide  world,  exhibiting  in  their 
changed  condition  an  awful  reality  of  the  uncertain- 
ty of  life  and  of  all  earthly  enjoyments. 

But,  sir,  though  gone,  he  has  left  behind  him  a 
name  and  reputation  dear  to  them  that  knew  him. 
Modest  and- unassuming  in  his  character,  kind  and 
generous  in  his  disposition,  honest  and  inflexible  in 
his  purpose — to  know  him  was  to  respect  and  es- 
teem him.  His  heart  was  without  guile;  and, 
though  he  made  no  professions,  yet  he  habitually 
practised  all  the  virtues  that  adorn  the  life  of  a most 
exemplary  Christian. 

He  made  no  pretensions  to  literary  acquirements 
or  statesmanlike  qualifications,  and  his  native  mo- 
desty naturally  induced  him  to  seek  the  quiet  re- 
tirement of  private  life.  But,  blessed  with  good 
sense  and  a strong  and  retentive  memory,  he  found 
leisure,  amid  the  daily  toils  of  a laborious  occupa- 
tion, to  cultivate  a taste  for  reading,  which  stored 
his  mind  with  useful  facts.  At  the  unsolicited  re- 
quest of  his  fellow-citizens,  he  reluctantly  yielded 
Iris  assent  to  occupy  a seat  on  tins  floor.  How  he 
discharged  that  important  trust  during  the  short 
time  he  participated  in  our  deliberations  is  known 
to  you  ail.  During  a protracted  and  uncommonly 
arduous  session,  when  many  fainted  by  the  way- 
side,  he  was  always  at  his  post.  During  a time  of 
uncommon  excitement  and  political  acrimony,  he 
was  firm  in  the  support  of  what  lie  deemed  to  be 
right,  yet  tolerant  to  the  opinions  of  others  with 
whom  he  differed.  In  one  word,  he  was  constant 
and  patient  in  the  discharge  of  all  his  official  duties, 
and  untiring  in  the  more  humble  but  useful  labors 
of  his  station.  Naturally  frank,  honest,  and  con- 
fiding, he  drew  around  him  a circle  of  friends,  and, 
by  the  unadulterated  goodness  of  his  heart,  disarm- 
ed even  political  opposition  of  its  rancor.  Finally, 
in  all  the  relations  of  iife,  as  a father,  husband,  bro- 
ther, friend,  citizen,  and  legislator,  he  was  blame- 
less. That  no  testimony  of  respect  for  his  many 
virtues  should  be  wanting,  I olfer  for  the  adoption 
of  the  house  the  resolutions  which  I send  to  the 
chair. 

Resolved,  That  this  house  his  received  with  deep  sen- 
sibility the  communication  of  the  death  of  tire  Iron.  Wm. 
Patterson,  a representative  from  the  state  of  New  York. 

Rer,  Ived,  That  the  members  of  this  house  will  testify 
their  res  fleet  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased  by  wear- 
ing crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Gray  then  rose  and  addressed  the  house  as 
follows:  Mr.  Speaker:  I sincerely  join  in  the  expres- 
sion of  sorrow  at  the  decease  of  onr  late  lamented 
friend  and  colleague,  whose  death  we  have  just 
heard  announced,  and  sympathize  with  his  relatives, 
and  expecially  his  children,  who  have  suffered  a 
double  bereavement;  and  regret,  yes,  sir,  deeply  re- 
gret, that  there  is  still  yet  to  be  announced  another 
instance  of  mortality,  which  occurred  during  the  re- 
cess of  congress,  among  the  delegation  from  the 
state,  and  that,  too,  from  the  district  which  I have 
the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  I allude  to  the  late 
hon.  Andrew  De  Witt  Bruyn,  who,  for  a considera- 
ble period  prior  to,  and  during  all  the  time  he  served 
his  constituents  in  this  body,  suffered  under  acom- 
bination  of  diseases  that  unpaired  his  usefulness 
here,  and  finally' terminated  his  life  on  the  27th  day 
• of  July  last,  at  his  residence  in  Ithaca.  Aside  from 


the  irreparable  loss  which  his  family  have  sustained, 
the  death  ot  judge  Bruyn  is  regarded  as  no  oidinary 
calamity  to  the  community  to  whom  lie  was  inti- 
mately known,  and  by  whom  his  salutary  influ- 
ence, both  in  public  and  private  life,  was  ielt  and  ap- 
preciated. In  all  situations  in  life,  he  was  amiable 
and  unpretending;  deliberate  in  forming  his  opinions, 
and  inflexible  in  maintaining  them.  He  was,  in  all 
respects,  an  honorable  man;  justly,  and  in  a very  high 
degree,  enjoying  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him: 
and  those  who  knew’  him  best  respected  him  most. 
He  was  a lawyer  of  eminence,  distinguished  for  the 
clear  and  comprehensive  view  he  took  of  ail  sub- 
jects presented  for  his  consideration,  possessing  ta- 
lents peculiarly  fitting  lor  a judicial  station;  and,  af- 
ter a successful  practice  in  his  profession  for  many 
years,  he  received  the  appointment  of  first  judge  of 
the  county  court  in  the  county  where  he  resided,  the 
duties  of  which  he  discharged  for  several  years,  and 
until  he  was  elected  to  a seat  in  (his  body,  w ith  dis- 
tinguished ability;  and  when  he  resigned  to  enter 
upon  his  duties  here,  he  received  the  unanimous 
and  cordial  approbation  ol  the  bar  of  his  county,  and 
those  whose  peculiar  province  it  was  to  join  in  an 
expression  of  his  valuable  services  in  that  capacity. 
Of  his  course  here,  it  is  only  necessary  to  remark, 
that  he  acquired  a reputation  which  he  maintained 
elsewhere,  of  a pure,  upright,  and  honest  man.  I 
beg  leave  to  send  to  the  chair  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  move  its  adoption. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  house  tender  to 
the  relalives  of  the  deceased  its  sympathy  on  this 
mournful  evenr,  and  w ill  testify  their  respect  lor  the  me- 
mory of  Andrew  De  Witt  Bruyn,  deceased,  late  mem- 
ber of  this  house  from  the  state  of  New  York,  by  wear- 
ing crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

And  thereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  the 
house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  December  6.  The  Wisconsin  election 
case,  the  first  business  in  order,  was  again  further 
postponed  till  Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  standing  commit- 
tees were  ordered  to  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  submitted  an  amendment  to  the 
rules  of  the  house,  providing  that  “in  all  cases  of 
election  by  the  house  the  vote  shall  be  taken  viva 
voce ,”  which  lies  over  for  future  consideration. 

Mr.  Adams,  pursuant  to  notice,  brought  in  a bill 
prohibiting  tlie  giving  or  accepting,  in  x li e District 
of  Columbia,  of  a challenge  to  fight  a duel,  and  for 
tlie  punishment  thereof.  [Mr.  A.  explained  that 
its  provisions  were  identical  with  the  bill  which 
passed  the  senate  last  session;  but  though  he  v as 
himself  in  favor  of  some  modifications  ol  it,  yet  he 
had  w’aived  all  objections  so  as  to  ensure  the  early 
action  of  that  house  upon  so  important  a subject.’] 
On  motion  of  Mr.  A.,  the  bill  was  referred  to  a se- 
lect committee  of  nine. 

Mr.  ordains  then  introduced  the  following  resolu- 
tions as  being  connected  with  the  subject  of  the 
bill,  which,  under  the  rule,  w ere  laid  over,  viz  : 

Resolved,  Thai  tlie  president  of  the  United  States  De 
requested  to  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  this  house  copies 
of  any  report  or  communication  received  from  Andrew 
Stevenson,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  London, 
relating  to  a conlroversy  in  the  public  newspapers  be- 
tween him  and  Daniel  O’Connell,  a member  of  the 
parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ii  eland,  in  which  controversy  were  involved  the 
personal  integrity  of  the  said  Stevenson  and  the  honor 
and  interest  of  this  couutry  , whose  representative  he  is. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  inform  this  house  whether  any'call  has 
been  made  by  him,  or  by  his  direction,  upon  the  said 
Andrew  Stevenson  io  explain  or  account  lor  his  noto- 
rious violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  of  the  law’s  of  the 
land  to  w hich  he  was  accredited  as  an  ambassador  of 
peace,  and  of  the  privileges  of  the  British  house  of  com- 
mons, in  the  person  of  one  of  its  members;  whether 
any  instructions  have  been  given  to  the  said  Andrew 
Stevenson,  consequent  upon  his  conduct  in  these  trans- 
actions, or  any  disavowal  or  censure  of  his  conduct 
communicated  to  the  British  government. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  inform  this  house  whether  any  call  has 
been  made  by  him,  or  by  his  direction,  upon  Matthew 
Perry,  a captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  to  ac- 
count for  his  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  of  the 
laws-of  the  foreign  nation  under  the  protection  of  which 
he  was  enjoying  the  benefits  of  a generous  hospitality, 
of  the  laws  of  his  own  country,  and  of  the  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  by  his  participation  with  other  citizens  of  the 
United  States  in  a conspiracy  against  the  lile  of  Daniel 
O’Connell,  a member  of  the  parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  house,  then  on  motion  ol  Mr.  Grennell  to  af- 
ford time  for  tlie  speaker  to  cast  the  committees,  ad- 
journed over  till  Monday. 

[The  following  members,  attended,  in  addition  to 
those  heretofore  announced,  viz:  Mr.  Graham,  of  N. 
C.  Mr.  Pickens,  of  S.  C.  and  Mr.  Duncan,  of  Ohio.] 
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U.  S.  SHIP  OHIO. 

The  peculiar  arrangements  which  have  been 
made  on  board  of  this  ship,  in  reference  to  the  ac- 
commodations of  the  subordinate  officers  attached 
to  her,  have  formed  the  subject  of  complaint  in  se- 
veral of  the  New  York  papers,  and  have  produced 
the  correspondence  which  is  published  below. — 
The  grievance  complained  of  is  thus  briefly  stated 
in  the  Courier: 

“It  has  been  the  custom  in  our  service,  as  it  is 
made  obligatory  in  the  English , for  the  commodore 
and  his  captain  to  mess  together,  and  occupy  the 
same  cabin,  in  a line-of- battle-ship.  This  arrange- 
ment throws  the  ward  room  on  the  gun,  or  second 
deck,  in  which  the  lieutenants,  chaplain,  surgeons, 
purser,  &c.,  are  accommodated.  In  the  case  of  the 
Ohio,  however,  the  commodore  has  permission  to 
take  out  his  lady  and  her  two  sisters — an  arrange- 
ment which  would  prove  highly  satisfactory  to  all 
the  officers  of  that  ship,  if,  as  should  have  been  the 
case,  they  had  been  content  with  sharing  the  com- 
modore’s accommodations,  which  were  spacious  and 
ample.  But  instead  of  this  being  the  case,  the 
whole  of  the  upper  deck  is  appropriated  to  the  com- 
modore and  his  family;  in  consequence  of  which, 
the  captain  and  the  commander  are  compelled  to 
take  possession  of  the  second  deck,  and  all  the 
ward  room  officers  thrust  into  the  orlop  deck,  where, 
after  leaving  port,  the  light  of  heaven  never 
reaches.” 

These  are  alleged  to  be  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
their  correctness,  we  believe,  has  not  been  ques- 
tioned in  any  quarter.  The  arrangement  here  de- 
scribed, it  is  stated,  throws  out  of  position  sixty- 
three  commissioned  and  warrant  officers,  and  the 
situation  of  that  portion  of  them  assigned  to  the 
orlop  deck  will  be  understood  by  a perusal  of  the 
correspondence  and  comments  which  follow: 
Letter  no.  1. 

U.  S.  Ship  Ohio. 

To  the  lion.  J.  K.  Paulding, 

Secretary/  of  the  navy. 

Sir:  We,  the  gun  room  officers  of  the  Ohio,  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  you  a statement  of  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  the  quarters  which  have  been  allotted  to  us 
on  board  this  ship. 

In  so  doing  we  are  impelled  by  no  other  than 
proper  motives — motives  which  spring  from  what 
we  conceive  to  be  due  to  our  rank,  to  the  discip- 
line of  the  service,  the  efficiency  of  the  ship,  and  to 
our  natural  physical  wants. 

In  the  first  place,  rooms  on  the  orlop  deck  have 
been  assigned  to  us,  where  neither  light  nor  air 
can  penetrate,  and  in  none  of  which  under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances,  can  candle  light  be 
dispensed  with.  The  closeness  of  these  apart- 
ments is  such,  that  our  experienced  fleet  surgeon 
gives  it  the  most  unhesitatingly  as  his  opinion  that 
serious  ill  health  must  ensue  to  the  occupants  dur- 
ing a three  years’  cruise.  This  opinion  is  confirm- 
ed by  that  of  every  medical  officer  who  has  seen 
this  new  system  of  accommodations  introduced  into 
our  line  of  battle  ships. 

If  our  objections  were  limited  to  this  view  of  the 
subject,  we  should  feel  ourselves  compelled  to  for- 
go them,  knowing  that  these  and  greater  sacrifices 
may  be  claimed  from  us,  if  the  efficiency  of  the 
service  be  thereby  promoted.  But  we  humbly  sub- 
mit that  the  very  reverse  of  this  is  the  fact. 

In  the  ordinary  duties  of  the  ship  requiring  the 
presence  of  all  hands,  in  going  to  quarters,  in  case 
of  fire,  squalls,  or  any  other  sudden  emergency,  the 
sea  officers  instead  of  heading  and  leading  the  crew 
must  inevitably  be  the  last  to  reach  their  respec- 
tive stations.  In  case  of  a mutiny,  a dozen  men 
could  with  perfect  ease,  and  in  a moment  of  time, 
completely  cut  off  all  communication  between  the 
commander  and  the  few  officers  of  the  watch,  and 
of  all  other  officers  of  every  grade. 

The  arrangement  of  wdiich  we  complain  had  its 
origin  in  the  French  navy,  but  was  soon  abandoned 
on  the  score  of  health,  or  the  few  ships  in  which  it 
has  been  retained  were  sufficiently  high  to  admit  of 
large  air  ports  being  cut  affording  ample  light  and 
ventilation.  This,  however,  if  practicable  in  our 
vessels  would  not  remove  in  our  opinion,  the  objec- 
tions connected  with  the  discipline  and  police  of 
the  ship.  But  should  you,  sir,  consider  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  navy  commissioners  valid,  we  most 
earnestly  request  that  the  whole  plan  may  be  car- 
ried out  as  ordered  by  these  officers  themselves,  and 
that  it  may  not  be  deprived  of  what  we  conceive 
its  only  palliative,  the  occupancy  of  the  after  part 
of  the  main  gun  deck  as  a mess  room. 

The  North  Carolina  was  so  fitted  when  she  last 
sailed  from  the  United  States.  Her  officers  were 
as  strenuously  opposed  to  the  orlops  as  ourselves, 
but  became  in  a measure  reconciled  in  consequence 
of  having  an  airy  apartment,  where  reading  and 
writing  could  be  done  by  day  light,  and  which,  du- 
ring the  summer  heats,  can  be  used  as  a temporary 


sleeping  place.  The  Ohio  uas  also  used  in  the 
same  manner  by  commodore  Ridgely  at  this  yard, 
and  subsequently  approved  on  inspection  by  the 
commissioners;  but  at  Boston  we  were  deprived  of 
that  part  of  the  main  gun  deck  destined  for  our 
mess  room,  and  the  gun  officers  sent  to  mess  on  the 
lower  gun-deck,  displacing  in  their  turn  the  large 
messes  of  passed  midshipmen,  and  midshipmen, 
who  have  now  to  live  altogether  on  the  orlop. 

We  have  delayed  making  this  communication, 
being  desirous  of  giving  the  new  arrangement  a 
fair  trial.  Our  passage  from  Boston  afforded  this, 
and  after  mature  deliberation,  we  feel  it  a duly  we 
owe  to  ourselves,  to  our  brother  officers  who  may 
follow  us  in  this  class  of  ships,  and  to  the  service 
generally,  to  request  of  you  to  investigate  the 
matter,  confident  that  your  decision  will  be  based 
upon  strict  justice,  and  whatever  may  be  due  to  the 
true  interest  of  the  navy. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servants, 

(Signed)  G.  L.  Pendergrast,  lieut. 

Samuel  Mercer,  lieut. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont,  lieut. 

Wm.  L.  Howard,  lieut. 

R.  L.  Browning,  lieut. 

I.  S.  Missroom,  lieut. 

Alfred  Taylor,  lieut.. 

G.  Gansevoort,  lieut. 

B.  Ticknor,  fleet  surgeon. 

Wm.  Sinclair,  purser. 

[copy.] 

Navy  Department,  November  19,  1S38. 
Sir:  The  communication  of  the  4th  instant  from 
captain  Smith,  relative  to  the  quarters  assigned  to 
the  gun-room  officers  on  board  the  U.  S.  ship  Ohio 
and  one  of  the  30th  ultimo  fromthe  officers  them- 
selves, upon  the  same  subject,  were  both  referred  to 
the  board  of  navy  commissioners. 

In  answer  to  the  reference  the  commissioners 
have  forwarded  to  the  department  the  enclosed  re- 
port, in  which  I fully  concur.  I request  that  the 
report  may  be  laid  before  captain  Smith  and  the 
otherofficers  of  the  Ohio. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &.c. 

J.  K.  Paulding. 

Comm.  Isaac  Hull,  com’g  U.  S.  naval 

forces  in  the  Mediterranean — New  York. 

[copy.] 

Navy  commissioners’  office,  ) 
November  15,  1838.  5 

Sir:  The  board  have  received  your  letter  of  the 
8th  instant,  covering  a letter  from  commodore  Hull, 
in  which  he  transmitted  one  from  the  gun-room 
officers  of  the  Ohio,  in  relation  to  their  accommoda- 
tions in  that  ship,  together  with  one  from  captain 
Smith,  upon  the  same  subject,  and  in  compliance 
with  your  instruclions,  have  the  honor  to  state — 
That  in  the  statements  made  by  the  gun-room 
officers,  the  board  cannot  concur  in  all  their  repre- 
sentations of  facts  as  they  have  set  them  forth,  as 
they  seem  to  require  the  addition  of  material  cir- 
cumstances, nor  do  the  board  entirely  concur  with 
the  officers  in  several  of  the  opinions  assigned  by 
them  in  support  of  their  objections  to  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  officers’  apartments  in  the  Onio,  and 
other  ships  of  the  line.  These  arrangements  were 
originally  adopted  by  the  boards  upon  the  sugges- 
tion of  officers  upon  foreign  stations,  and  from  the 
belief,  that  the  efficiency  of  the-  ships  would  be 
materially  increased,  by  having  the  lower  gun  deck 
kept  free  from  the  personal  baggage  of  the  officers, 
and  the  incumbrances  which  would  be  necessary  to 
accomodate  it. 

The  objections  made  by  the  officers  are,  the  want 
of  light  and  air,  the  distance  from  their  quarters, 
and  olherstations,  and  their  liability  to  be  separated 
from  their  commander  in  case  of  mutiny. 

The  objection  of  a want  of  light  is  well  founded; 
the  want  of  ventilation  will  be  materially  diminish- 
ed by  the  measures  already  commenced. 

The  objection  of  the  distance  of  the  sea  officers 
from  their  quarters  and  other  stations  rests  upon  the 
assumption  that  the  officers  will,  of  necessity,  be 
obliged  to  occupy  these  apartments  as  sleeping 
berths,  which  necessity  need  not  exist,  since  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  commander  of  the  ship  to  allow 
them  to  sleep  in  cots  upon  the  lower  gun  deck,  if, 
in  his  opinion,  their  health,  or  any  other  cause, 
should  render  such  a course  expedient.  The  after 
part  of  this  deck,  which  is  now  appropriated  to  their 
use  as  a mess  room,  would  be  available  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  at  all  times  for  reading  or  writing,  if  they 
should  prefer  that  apartment  to  their  own  special 
room  below.  This  arrangement  would  also  obviate 
the  alleged  danger  from  mutiny,  but  upon  this  point 
the  board  are  not  willing  to  believe  such  an  event 
sufficiently  probable  to  justify  any  express  arrange- 
ments with  reference  to  it;  nor  that  any  arrange- 


ments for  ihe  accommodation  ol  the  officers  could 
be  made  effectual  to  suppress  il,  it  one  should  un- 
fortunately occur. 

The  terms  of  the  letter  from  the  officers  would 
seem  to  imply,  that  the  officers  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina were  allowed  the  use  of  an  airy  apartment,  sup- 
posed to  be  the  alter  part  of  the  main  deck,  to  re- 
concile them  to  the  arrangement  ol  their  separate 
rooms  on  the  orlop;  such,  however,  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  the  case. 

The  ward  room  officers  were  allowed  that  part 
ol'  the  ship  for  their  mess  room,,  as  a matter  of 
course,  because  the  commander  ol  the  squadron  was 
also  the  commander  of  the  ship,  and  one  cabin  only 
was  required:  such  also  would  be  the  case  in  any 
other  ship  of  the  line,  where  the  same  state  of  com- 
mands existed,  or  where  there  was  no  commander  ol 
asquadron;  but,  by  general  usage,  when  acommander 
of  a squadron  and  a proper  captain  of  the  ship  are  both 
in  the  same  vessel,  and  they  are  not  disposed  to  mess 
together,  two  cabins  are  required,  and  the  captain 
of  the  ship  then  takes  the  apartment  on  Ihe  main 
deck,  and  the  gun  room  officers  mess  upon  the  deck 
below. 

When  the  Ohio  was  fitted  in  New  York,  it  was 
not  determined  how,  or  under  what  circumstances 
she  should  be  employed.  The  board  are  not  aware 
of  having  expressly  approved  of  the  arrangements  at 
that  time,  and  certainly  could  not  have  done  so  with 
reference  to  the  distribution  of  the  gun  deck  ac- 
commodations, as  they  were  unacquainted  with  the 
officers  who  might  have  to  be  accommodated. 

When  arranged  at  Boston,  the  distribution  was 
made  according  to  universal  usage,  and  Ihe  ward 
room  officers,  as  a matter  of  course,  had  their  mess 
rooms  assigned  on  the  lower  gun  deck. 

To  accede  to  the  request  ol  the  officers  and  place 
their  mess  room  on  the  main  deck  would  be  to  de- 
prive the  captain  of  the  ship  of  Ids  proper  apart- 
ments, for  the  purpose  of  giving  better  accommoda- 
tion to  those  under  his  command,  a measure  believed 
to  be  inconsistent  with  general  usage  and  by  no 
means  calculated  to  promote  some  ol  the  essential 
interests  of  the  service. 

With  the  acknowledged  authority  of  the  com- 
mander to  allow  the  officers  to  sleep  in  cots  upon 
the  gun-deck,  if  he  should  deem  it  advisable,  the 
board  do  not  perceive  any  such  reason  to  apprehend 
danger  to  the  health  of  the  officers,  nor  any  such 
probable  injury  to  the  efficiency,  safety,  or  discip- 
line of  the  ship,  as  to  require  a change  of  the  pre- 
sent arrangements,  at  least  until  this  shall  have  been 
subjected  to  a longer  trial. 

The  papers  are  herewith  returned. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  CHAUNCEY. 

Hori.  Jamds  K.  Paulding, 

Secretary  of  the  navy. 

Attached  to  the  correspondence  as  originally  pub- 
lished in  the  New  York  Courier,  is  a series  of  com- 
ments by  an  officer  of  the  navy,  the  two  first  para- 
graphs of  which  are  subjoined: 

Comments.  The  board  state  that  these  arrange- 
ments were  originally  adopted  at  the  suggestion  of 
officers  upon  foreign  stations;  but  the  whole  navy 
know  that  it  would  be  much  nearer  the  truth  tu  sa}’, 
that  a single  ship  so  fitted,  on  a single  station,  met 
favor  in  the  eyes  of  a single  officer — the  commau- 
der  of  a squadron  w-ho  was  cruising  with  a large 
family  on  board  of  his  ship!  And  it  is  repeated 
upon  information  just  received  from  the  Mediter- 
ranean, that  it  has  been  wholly  abandoned,  in  the 
French  navy;  and  this  under  circumstances  favor- 
able to  the  success  of  the  experiment  which  could 
not  be  made  available  in  our  vessels. 

The  board  admit  the  objection  to  a want  of  light 
to  be  well  founded,  but  add  that  the  want  ol  venti- 
lation will  be  materially  diminished  by  the  measures 
already  commenced.  The  anxiety  ol  the  board  at 
Boston  to  have  these  ventilators  cut  is  now  under- 
stood, and  the  defence  made  on  this  point  excite 
the  smile,  if  not  derision  of  all  who  may  be  conver- 
sant with  the  facts.  A more  miserable  apology  for 
supplying  fresh  air  can  scarcely  be  imagined — a 
copper  tube  some  two  or  three  inches  in  diameter 
is  led  from  the  main  gun  deck , into  each  state  room 
over  every  officers  berth;  and  as  four  hundred  and 
fifty  men  sleep  upon  that  deck,  with  the  ports 
closed  and  hatchways  covered,  which  must  frequent- 
ly be  the  case,  it  will  answer  admirably  well  to 
carry  down  the  irrespirable  air  and  carbonic  acid 
gas  generated  by  so  large  a body  of  men.  Any 
tyro  in  pneuematics  could  have  informed  Ihe  board 
of  this.  It  is  true,  the  rarified  air  may  occasionally 
ascend,  but  officers  are  rather  disposed  to  dispense 
with  this  luxury,  when  they  receive  in  exchange 
water,  filth  and  the  discarded  we'ed,  to  say  nothing 
of  leaving  to  the  crew  such  an  access  to  their  rooms, 
for  the  exercise  of  many  pranks  with  perfect  impu- 
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nity.  Plugging  up  these  ventilators  has  therefore 
already  commenced,  occupying  much  less  time  than 
the  process  of  cutting;  for  it  will  not  be  credited  by 
seamen  or  ship  builders,  that  in  executing  this 
scientific  operation  the  dagger  knees  on  the  lower 
gun  deck  have  been  severed  Irom  the  hanging  knees, 
leaving  in  many  instances  but  an  inch  of  wood  at 
their  juncture. 


CANADIAN  AFFAIRS. 

From  the  Globe. 

We  publish  the  following  letters  in  the  hope  that 
they  will  open  the  eyes  of  our  deluded  countrymen 
to  the  enormity  of  the  conduct  of  those  who  have 
led  them — or  we  ought  rather  to  say  have  counsel- 
led them,  for  they  were  too  prudent  to  do  more — to 
invade  Canada.  When  the  victims  of  their  wick- 
edness and  lolly  were  in  the  mill  near  Prescott, 
they  hoisted  the  white  flag,  and  imploringly  waived 
it  to  our  steamer  as  it  passed  by;  but  col.  Worth 
was  compelled  by  stern  duty  to  continue  his  course 
without  relieving  them.  An  opportunity  was, 
however,  afforded  to  their  friends  to  rescue  them 
that  night,  as  we  understand;  but  instead  of  profit- 
ing by  it, -their  general  contented  himself  with  is- 
suing such  extravagant  and  incendiary  orders  as 
this: 

“Dear  Johnson:  The  fate  of  the  men  who  are 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river  is  in  your  hands. — 
Nothing  is  expected  of  the  British  above  Prescott, 
and  if  you  can  rally  your  men  and  go  to  Jones’ 
Mills,  and  kindle  some  fires,  you  will  save  the  men 
and  3ave  Canada.  Start  fires  also  at  Gananugen, 
and  the  British  will  think  Kingston  is  to  be  attack- 
ed. Do  for  God’s  sake  rally  your  men  and  start 
immediately. 

J.  WARD  BIRGE.” 

We  earnestly  hope  that  the  corn. uc.  of  those  who 
counselled  these  lawless  attacks  upo  i the  territory 
of  a friendly  power,  no  less  than  t le  melancholy 
catastrophe  which  has  attended  this  oven  breach  ol 
our  laws,  will  deter  our  fellow-citizens  on  the 
northern  frontier  from  again  engaging  in  such  fla- 
grant violations. 

Head  Quarters,  Madison  Barracks, 
November  24,  1338. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  forward  copies  of  cer- 
tain papers  which,  although  not  of  an  official  cha- 
racter, enter  into  the  history  of  the  violent  and  tra- 
gical proceedings  on  this  frontier.  With  great 
doubts  of  the  propriety  of  my  own  conduct  in 
having  yielded  even  so  far,  unofficially,  I submit 
the  papers  to  your  consideration. 

The  officer  charged  with  delivering  my  commu- 
nication was  treated  with  every  courtesy  and  re- 
spect, and  such  has  reciprocally  been  the  character 
of  all  our  intercourse. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  WORTH, 

colonel  commanding. 

The  hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war. 

Oswego,  Nov.  20,  1838. 

Sir:  A large  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  this  place 
convened  last  evening,  alter  the  arrival  of  the  Tele- 
graph, to  take  into  consideration  some  measures  in 
behalf  of  the  unfortunate  young  men  who  have  for- 
feited their  lives  to  public  justice  by  a participation 
in  the  late  scenes  at  Prescott,  upon  the  St.  Lawrence. 
The  meeting,  we  are  informed,  took  no  oilier  order 
than  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  undersigned,  as  a 
committee  to  digest  and  to  carry  into  effect  such 
measures  as  we  might  deem  expedient.  After  de- 
liberating upon  the  very  delicate  office  thus  assigned 
to  us  by  our  fellow-citizens,  we  have  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  a direct  intervention  of  any  number 
of  our  citizens,  either  personally  or  by  a formal  ad- 
dress to  the  representatives  of  the  royal  authority  in 
the  province,  would  be  unadvisable.  Individually, 
we  have  discountenanced  and  endeavored  to  re- 
strain the  violent  and  unlawful  proceedings  recently 
manifested  so  generally  upon  the  frontier  againsi 
the  tranquillity  ol  the  Canadas,  and  the  relations  ol 
peace  and  harmony  so  happily  existing  between  om 
country  and  Greai  Britain.  It  is  for  this  reason,  wt 
presume,  the  present  duty  has  been  committed  to  ns 
But  we  are  apprehensive  the  colonial  authorities  will 
regard  with  jealousy. and  distrust  any  interposition  o; 
American  citizens  residing  on  the  frontier,  in  an  en- 
deavor to  avoid  the  rigorous  execution  of  the  penal 
ties  of  the  law.  We  are  but  too  sensible  that  an) 
such  intercession  may  with  justice  be  regarded  wit! 
suspicion.  We,  therefore,  address  ourselves  to  you, 
in  the  hope  that  you  will  consent  to  undertake  Ibi 
us  the  duties  of  an  office,  to  the  successful  execution 
of  which  we  feel  ourselves,  on  many  considerations, 
incompetent.  Your  character  as  a military  man  is 


well  knowm  to  the  colonial  authorities.  The  zeal 
and  firmness  you  have  displayed  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  troubles,  in  endeavoring  lo  pre- 
serve our  neutral  obligations  inviolate,  to  protect  our 
national  honor,  and  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  union, 
are  known  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  Upper 
Canada  as  to  your  own  lellow'-citizens;  and  we  be- 
lieve your  services  and  character  are  by  them  not 
less  justly  appreciated  than  by  ourselves.  Thesym- 
patlnes  too,  which  are  appropiiate  and  common  to 
military  men,  would  give  to  \ our  intercession  with 
the  military  authorities  in  the  prov  nee  an  influ- 
ence which  could  not  be  anticipated  from  any  effort 
of  ours. 

It  is  not  only  because  the  unfortunate  men  cap- 
tured at  Prescott  ire  for  the  most  part  American 
citizens  that  our  sympathies  are  awakened  for 
them.  We  are  informed  that  many  of  them  are 
youths,  under  age,  who  have  been  beguiled  by  false 
representations  to  embark  in  an  enterprise,  the 
criminal  nature  of  which  they  did  not  comprehend, 
and  in  the  dangers  of  which  their  betrayers  have 
not  participated.  We  are  strongly  persuaded  that 
these  youths  were  deluded  into  the  belief  that  the 
enterprise  was  honourable — that  it  would  be  sus- 
tained by  responsible  characters,  and  seconded  by 
a general  insurrection  ol  the  inhabitants  of  the  pro- 
vince. It  is  impossible  that  they  are  not  convinced 
of  the  grossness  of  the  delusion.  The  men  wdio 
have  beguiled  them  into  the  commission  of  an  out- 
rage upon  the  laws  of  their  own  country,  and  in- 
stigated them  to  a lawless  invasion  of  the  territory 
of  a friendly  power,  have  themselves  stood  back 
from  the  scene  of  danger  in  the  moment  of  trial,  or 
from  a distance  in  safety  have  witnessed  the  sacri- 
fice of  the  miserable  victims  of  their  unscrupulous 
designs. 

Tile  result  of  the  attempt  upon  Prescott  will 
prove  a corrector  of  public  opinion.  We  are  sen- 
sible already  of  a great  and  rapid  change  in  the 
sentiments  of  our  fellow-ci  izens,  in  regard  to  the 
moral  character  of  the  late  enterprise.  The  illu- 
sions in  relation  to  it  ate  fading  from  their  eyes, 
and  we  may  justly  expect  that  in  a short  time  the 
people  of  the  frontier,  like  those  of  the  interior, 
will  regard  the  recent  agitations  with  no  other  sen- 
timents than  of  sorrow  a. id  indignation. 

We  would  then,  sir,  respectfully  request  that  you 
will  interpose  your  own  personal  intercession  with 
the  royal  authorities  in  the  Province  of  Upper  Can- 
ada for  the  extension  of  the  royal  clemency  to  the 
unfortunate  youths  whom  we  cannot  but  regard  as 
the  prey  of  insidious  designers.  We  are  sensible 
that  we  ask  nothing  to  which  your  own  feelings 
will  not  respond,  and  sincerely  hope  that  nothing 
we  suggest  will  be  regarded  by  you  as  incompatible 
with  your  military  position  in  command  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  frontier. 

We  place  this  communication  entirely  at  your 
disposal,  to  be  applied  in  any  manner  you  may 
deem  advisable  in  relation  to  the  object  it  contem- 
plates. 

With  high  respect,  sir,  we  have  the  honour  to  be 
your  obedient  servants, 

(Signed)  Geo.  A.  McWhirter, 
Henry  Fitzhugh, 

James  Peatt, 

Alvin  Bronson, 

T.  S.  Mussan, 

Joseph  Hunt. 

To  Col.  W.  J.  Worth,  8th  regiment  command- 
ing, &c. 

Sackett's  Harbor,  Nov.  23,  1838. 

Sir:  By  the  mail  of  this  date,  I received  a com- 
munication, of  which  I have  the  honor  to  forward 
you  a copy.  This  paper  is  signed  by  gentlemen  of 
the  highest  intelligence  and  respectability  among 
our  citizens,  who,  as  they  represent,  have  earnestly 
sought  to  check  the  headlong  career  of  the  unfor- 
tunate dupes  of  designing  demagogues,  the  objects 
of  their  petition. 

This  appeal  places  me  in  a painful  and  embar- 
rassing position.  On  the  one  hand,  to  seek,  by  an 
official  interposition,  to  stay  or  divert  the  free  course 
of  justice,  however  fruitless  the  effort,  would  justly 
subject  me  to  the  censure  of  the  government.  So 
on  the  other,  I could  hardly  excuse  myself  to  my 
countrymen,  nay,  to  my  own  heart,  totally  to  dis- 
regard the  humane  designs  and  wishes  of  those  who 
ask  me  to  become  the  medium  of  communication. 

Thus  circumstanced,  ‘I  approach  you  with  the 
frankness  which  belongs  to  our  profession. 

I cannot  better  favor  the  object  of  the  petition- 
ers, than  by  forwarding  a copy  of  their  communi- 
cation, which  as  clearly,  as  justly,  and  truly  sets 
forth  the  circumstances  of  the  delusion  and  traud 
practised  upon  the  miserable  youth  who  have,  thus 
acted  upon,  forfeited  their  lives,  and  subjected 
themselves  to  an  ignominious  death.  The  delusion, 
has  vanished,  and  not  a doubt  remains  that  speedy 


vengeance  will  follow  the  great  criminals  in  this 
foul  business. 

I can  only  add,  sir,  the  firm  conviction  that  cle- 
mency extended  to  the  wretched  vie  ims  of  base- 
ness and  duplicity  wdl,  while  illustrating  the  hu- 
mane and  merciful  policy  of  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment, have  the  happiest  effect  in  restoring,  as  we 
all  desire,  kindly  relations  along  the  entire  border, 
and  greatly  tend  to  the  ends  of  justice,  by  exposing 
and  holding  up  to  scorn,  contempt,  and  punishment, 
the  great  villains  in  this  most  unpaialleled  assault 
upon  a friendly  power. 

With  sentiments  of  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  W.  J.  WORTH. 

To  the  commander  of  her  majesty’s  military  and 

naval  forces,  Kingston,  Upper  Canada. 

Kingston,  Nov.  23,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  this  date,  with  the  other  docu- 
ments which  accompanied  it.  As  my  authority 
does  not  extend  in  any  degree  to  the  remission  or 
infliction  of  any  punishment  to  which  the  prisoners 
taken  at  Prescott  have  subjected  themselves,  by  the 
laws  of  the  country,  any  appeal  to  me  can  have 
little  efbet  in  producing  any  change  in  ihe  position 
in  which  the  prisoners  are  placed.  Planned  and 
organized  as  the  expedition  appears  to  have  been, 
it  is  scarcely  possible  to  believe  ihe  statements  of 
these  persons,  that  they  have  been  duped  and  de- 
ceived into  the  conduct  of  w hich  they  have  been 
guilty.  An  examination  of  the  prisoners  is  at  pre- 
sent in  progress,  whose  several  statements  will  be 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  his  excelltncy  the 
lieutenant  governor,  to  whom  alone  belongs  the 
right  of  carrying  into  effect  the  sentence  of  the 
law,  or  extending  clemency  to  these  prisoners, 
whose  cases  may  appear  on  the  trial  to  recon  mend 
them  for  favorable  consideration.  Alter  injuries  in 
person  and  property  that  the  subjects  of  her  Bri- 
tannic majesty  have  suffered  from  the  lawless  and 
savage  attacks  of  these  persons,  it  cannot  be  other- 
wise than  expected  that  they  should  call  for  a 
prompt  and  just  administration  of  the  law;  and 
while  the  high  character  of  Ihe  officer  charged  by 
her  majesty  with  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment in  this  province  is  a full  guaranty  that  he 
will  act  in  the  present  trying  circumstances  with 
firmness  and  decision,  so  it  is  well  known  that,  in 
consonance  with  his  own  feelings,  his  humane  and 
benevolent  disposition,  supported  by  a strict  sense 
of  duty,  he  will  in  the  fullest  sense  temper  justice 
with  mercy,  and  to  whose  consideration  I shall  lose 
no  time  in  forwarding  the  documents  you  have 
transmitted  to  me. 

I hav-p  Ihe  honor  to  remain,  sir, 

With  the  highest  consideration, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  H.  DUNDAS, 

LI.  col.  83d  regiment,  commandant 
Col.  Worth,  commandant,  Sacketts  Harbor. 

From  New  York  ropers. 

CANADIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Two  of  the  judges  at  Quebec  had  decided  against 
the  legality  ol  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus 
in  that  district.  The  decision  was  made  under  the 
following  circumstances,  and,  it  w ill  be  seen,  had 
occasioned  no  little  excitement: — Mr.  John  Teed, 
merchant  tailor  of  that  city,  an  Irishman  of  con- 
siderable influence,  confined  in  jail  under  an  accu- 
sation of  treason,  made  application  fur  a writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  before  the  judges  of  the  court  of 
king’s  bench  lor  that  district.  The  two  Canadian 
judges,  Messrs.  Panet  and  Bedard,  alter  twenty 
hours’  deliberation,  granted  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion, and  issued  the  writ. 

The  sheriff  proceeded  to  the  common  jail  to  exe- 
cute his  duty,  when  he  found  that  Mr.  Teed  had 
been  transferred  to  the  citadel  by  the  military 
authorities.  It  appears  that  the  writ  was  then 
served  upon  Colonel  Bowdes,  commanding  at  Que- 
bec, in  whose  custody  Teed  is;  the  Colonel  wrote 
a letter  to  the  judges,  explaining  the  reasons  w hich 
induced  him  to  decline  to  give  up  the  body  ol  the 
prisoner;  but  his  explanatory  letter  was  so  far  from 
giving  satisfaction  to  their  honors,  that  they  imme- 
diately issued  a warrant  for  the  apprehension  of 
Colonel  Bowles,  for  a contempt. 

In  proceeding  to  execute  this  warrant,  the  sheriff 
found  that  Colonel  Bowdes  was  in  the  cifodel  bar- 
racks, the  gates  of  which  have  been  since  closed 
day  and  night.  The  gaoler  was  committed  for  per- 
mitting Teed  to  be  conveyed  from  prison  to  the 
citadel;  and  the  whole  affair  has  occasioned  very 
great  excitement  at  Quebec.  From  the  tenor  of 
the  Canada  papers,  it  appears  that  the  gates  are 
kept  closed  night  and  day,  for  fear  of  an  attempt 
to  rescue  the  prisoners  confined  in  the  citadel.  One 
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paper  goes  the  length  of  saying  that  they  are  actu- 
ally in  a slate  ol  siege.  Fioiu  t he  known  popular- 
ity of  Mr.  Teed  among  his  Irish  brethren,  and  the 
whole  mass  of  Canadians  at  Quebec,  we  may  look 
for  some  further  proceedings  in  this  affair. 

According  to  the  Montreal  Courier,  there  are  573 
prisoners  in  confinement  in  that  city. 

The  following  account  is  given  of  the  treatment 
of  the  prisoners  captuied  at  Prescott,  on  their  arri- 
val at  Kingston,  Upper  Canada. 

‘•The  pnsouers  were  lauded  from  the  Brookville 
on  Saturday  night,  and  marched  to  Fort  Henry, 
amidst  the  cheers,  laughter,  taunts,  and  derision  of 
some  hundreds  of  spectators.  The  houses  in  Front 
street  were  illuminated,  and  the  troops  were  as 
much  cheered  as  the  prisoners  were  hissed.  Among 
the  latter  were  seveial  young  men  who  wept  bit- 
terly, and  buried  t lie i r heads  in  their  bosoms. 
Others  seemed  to  be  indifferent,  and  the  Pole  espe- 
cially, who  was  marched  bareheadeai  in  front,  main- 
tained an  erect  port  and  unmoved  countenance, 
but  the  effort  cost  him  so  much  that  his  face  wore 
an  unearthly  appearance.  His  eyes  glaied  and 
protruded  as  if  lie  were  on  the  rack.  An  elderly 
man  among  tiie  prisoners  complained  bitterly  of  the 
deception  that  had  been  practised  on  them.  They 
were  told  that  on  landing  at  Prescott  they  would 
be  joined  by  1 ,500  men,  and  were  promised  great 
wages  and  rich  rewards;  but,  instead  of  any  joining 
them,  tlie  reformers  turned  out  and  (ought  against 
them,  and  one  reformer  took  three  prisoners.” 

A letter  from  Upper  Canada  mentions  that  al- 
though no  serious  apprehensions  were  entertained 
as  to  the  security  of  that  province  from  external  at- 
tacks, yet  the  constant  state  of  harrassing  excite- 
ment occasioned  by  the  troubled  condition  of  affairs 
had  had  a paralysing  effect  on  the  business  of  the 
people  generally.  Except  that  which  was  connect- 
ed with  military  affairs,  there  was  little  or  no  busi- 
ness doing.  Besid.-s  eight  full  regiments  ofregulars, 
it  is  added  that  there  are  411,000  militia  and  volun- 
teers, armed  and  prepared  liar  the  held  whenever 
occasion  may  require  them.  According  to  the 
writer,  the  apprehensions  of  trouble  arise  from  no 
source  within  the  province,  but  from  attacks  direct- 
ed against  it  by  bands  organiz-d  within  the  Ameri- 
can side  of  the  border,  file  consequence  is  that 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Canada 
is  difficult,  and  at  times  entirely  prohibited. 

The  Montreal  Herald  of  tile  26th  ultimo  says, 
that  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  England,  sir 
John  Colborue  has  laid  belore  the  special  council  a 
bill  to  dispense  with  tiial  by  jury,  at  least  for  a 
time.  Also  that  he  has  ordered  the  political  pri- 
soners Irom  Quebec  to  Montreal,  lor  trial  by  the 
court  martial,  and  called  upon  judges  Pallet  and  Be- 
dard lor  a w ritten  statement  ol  the  reasons  on  wdiich 
they  decided  against  tue  legality  of  the  ordinance 
suspending  the  habeas  corpus. 

From,  the  Commercial  Advertiser. 

The  court  martial  at  Montreal  commenced  busi- 
ness on  Wednesday  of  last  week.  The  twelve  pri- 
soners pleaded  not  guilty.  One  witness  only  W’as 
examined  on  that  day,  the  court  adjourning  at  4 p. 
in.  An  order  has  been  issued,  forbidding  t he  pub- 
lication of  the  proceedings  until  the  t rials  are  ended. 

Dumouchelle,  one  of  the  most  activeof  the  insur- 
gents, gave  himself  up  to  the  authorities  on  Tues- 
day'. He  had  been  secreted,  since  the  failure  of  the 
rebellion,  in  the  woods  near  Beauharnois,  and  was 
in  a state  ot  starvation,  not  having  tasted  food  for 
several  days. 

From  the  Montreal.  Herald  of  Thursday. 

Yesterday  evening,  about  half  past  9 o’clock,  a 
most  extensive  conflagration  was  visible  on  the 
other  side  ol  the  river,  and  from  the  direction  of  the 
flames  and  the  reflections  in  the  heavens,  it  is  con- 
jectured to  be  the  village  of  Blairfindie,  where  there 
are  extensive  wooden  barracks.  Nothing  is  known 
of  how  the  fire  originated,  or  whether  any  troops 
are  stationed  theie. 

With-tri  these  few  days  past,  there  has  been  a plen- 
tiful fall  of  snow,  and  the  streets  are  gay  with  vehi- 
cles of  every  variety  of  description. 

Escape  of  Johnson  and.  Birge.  The  Albany  Argus 
of  Monday  contains  a letter  to  the  editor,  Irom  Mr. 
Garrow,  U.  S.  marshal  of  the  northern  district  of 
New  York,  dated  Auburn,  November  29th,  relative 
to  the  escape  ol  the  above  named  prisoners  from  the 
custody'  ol  three  ol  his  deputies,  on  the  preceding 
evening.  The  marshal  says: 

The  process  under  which  the  prisoners  were  held, 
was  in  the  usual  lorin,  directed  to  me  as  marshal, 
and  to  the  jailor  ol  this  county,  commanding  me  to 
deliver  and  him  to  receive  and  safely  keep,  the  pri- 
soners, &c.  But  for  several  reasons,  and  for  one 
among  others  by  no  means  creditable,  I regret  to 


say,  to  some  of  my  fellow  citizens,  and  which,  should 
it  hereafter  become  nectssary,  I shall  state  more 
explicitly,  I preferred  having  them  remain  at  the 
American  hotel  under  the  charge  of  deputies. 

The  examination  ol  Birge  was  concluded  day  be- 
fore yesterday,  and  resulted  in  his  being  required 
to  (ind  bail  to  the  amount  of  $3000,  or  stand  com- 
mitted. No  bail  being  o tiered,  a warrant  of  com- 
mitment to  the  jail  of  Albany  (where,  if  at  all,  he 
would  be  tried)  was  issued.  Yesterday  the  exami- 
nation in  Johnson’s  case  took  place,  and  resulted  in 
his  discharge  for  w ant  of  sufficient  evidence  to  jus- 
tify his  commitment.  But  he  bail  been  indicted  at 
the  last  June  session  of  the  circuit  court,  and  I had 
in  iny  hands  process  founded  upon  this  indictment 
for  his  arrest  and  commitment,  of  which  he  was  ap- 
prised. 

It  was  stated,  however,  and  I believed,  that  he 
would  obtain  bail  here  to  appear  and  answer  to  the 
indictment,  and  I expected  dial  he  would  be  admit- 
ted to  bail  this  morning,  therefore  left  him  and 
Birge  at  the  American  hotel  in  charge  of  three  of 
my  deputies  in  whom  I had  full  confidence,  and 
upon  whom  I enjoined  strict  vigilance,  with  the  in- 
tention of  sending  the  prisoners  olf  for  commit- 
ment this  morning,  unless  they  should  then  oiler 
bail. 

But  to  my  surprise  and  deep  mortification,  they 
both  escaped  last  evening;  and  ll.ough  I have  taken 
active  measures  and  immediately  ottered  a reward 
for  their  apprehension,  they  have  not  yet  been 
found.  Whether,  or,  if  so,  lo  what  extent,  they  re- 
ceived direct  assistance  in  effecting  their  escape,  I 
have  not  certainly  ascertained.  Of  the  deputies  in 
whose  immediate  custody  they  w'ere,  it  is  but  jus- 
tice to  state,  that  I have  no  reason  to  entertain  the 
slightest  suspicion  of  any  collusion  or  wilful  negli- 
gence on  their  part. 

PENNSYLVANIA  LEGISLATURE. 

By  the  following  extracts  from  papers  of  both 
parties  published  in  Harrisburg,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  excitement  occasioned  in  Pennsylvania  in  Oc- 
tober last  by  the  decision  in  relation  to  the  returns 
of  the  election  in  the  comity  of  Philadelphia,  has 
led  to  scens^of  fearful  interest  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. 

Correspondence  of  the  United  States  Gazette. 

Harrisburg  Dec.  3,  1838. 

Our  town  is  still  the  scene  of  noise  and  turmoil: 
every  car,  stage,  or  boat,  comes  heavily  laden  with 
live  I height,  men  of  every  cast  and  character;  many 
of  them-,  doubtless,  panting  to  play  some  distin- 
guished part  in  the  melee  which  it  is  expected  will 
come  off  to-morrow.  It  is  known  that  these  bra- 
vadoes .are  in  the  employ,  or,  at  least,  in  the  con- 
duct of  men  holding  office  under  the  government  of 
the  United  States.  Many  of  the  most  degraded 
and  reckless  among  them  have  made  open  rieclara 
tions  of  their  intention  to  prevent  by  force  the  se- 
cretary of  the  commonwealth  from  entering  the 
representative  hall,  where  he  will  go  to  place  the 
returns  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk,  to  be  read  over 
when  called  for.  The  secretary  is  made  of  better 
stuff',  however,  than  to  be  intimidated  by  any  such 
vaporing. 

Violence,  if  any  there  should  be,  will  come  from 
the  locos,  and  so  let  the  consequences  be  upon  their 
own  heads.  At  this  hour  of  the  night,  ( 1 1^  o’clock,) 
I understand  a number  of  persons  have  already  en- 
sconced themselves  in  the  lobbies  of  the  house,  so 
as  to  open  at  an  early  hour  the  way  lor  their  com- 
rades. The  lobbies  are  to  be  taken  possession  of, 
and  filled  to  such  an  extent  that  democratic  citizens, 
if  they  should  feel  so  disposed,  will  find  it  impossi- 
ble to  enter. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

Harrisburg,  Dec.  3,  1838. 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  an  awful  spectacle  present- 
ed to  us  here  for  the  contemplation  of  the  friends 
of  republican  government,  of  civil  liberty.  It  is 
that  of  the  general  government  of  this  great  con- 
federacy rallying  its  myrmidons,  its  hired  bullies 
and  legions,  lo  resist,  control,  ami  overawe  the  go- 
vernment of  a state,  arrest  the  legitimate  operation 
of  the  laws,  and  the  just  action  of  the  constituted 
authorities. 

This  is  the  situation  to  which  things  have  come 
at  last.  This  is  the  situation  of  Pennsylvania.  In 
this  land  of  the  noble  Penn,  where  the  people  are 
governed  by  a constitution  and  laws,  where  the  peo- 
ple worship  at  the  shrine  of  liberty,  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  are  mobbed  in  the  capitol,  in 
the  streets,  and  in  their  boarding  houses.  No  acts 
of  violence,  however,  I believe,  have  ye1  been  com- 


mitted; but  they  are  threatened  by  an  army  of  hired 
ruffians,  w ho  do  not  hesitate  to  insult  and  abuse  the 
friends  ol  law  and  order  in  every  place  and  on  every 
opportunity. 

The  locoloco  battalion  of  bullies,  now  quaitered 
here,  collected  from  your  city  and  other  places, 
amounts  to  more  than  three  hundred,  besides  many 
more  of  the  party  who  are  here  as  lookers  on. 

To-morrow'  will  be  a day  of  excitement  and  out- 
rage, 1 fear,  but  the  whigs  w ill  stand  by  their  rights, 
you  may  depend,  through  all  difficulty,  firmly! 

Notwithstanding  all  the  threats,  bullies,  &c.  op- 
posed to  us,  we  are  not  in  the  least  disheartened, 
and  shall  go  through  the  work  to-morrow  as  a dis- 
ciplined corps  of  freemen,  resolved  to  stand  by 
their  country,  the  constitution,  and  laws. 

From  the  Baltimore  American  of  Thursday. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Harrisburg,  dated  Tues- 
day night,  Dec.  4,  1838.  “ We  are  in  a state  of  re- 

volution here;  bloodless  as  yet,  but,  from  the  exci- 
ted state  of  the  community,  Heaven  only  knows 
how  long  it  may  remain  so.  There  have  been  two 
houses  of  representatives  organized,  and,  w hen  the 
question  of  recognition  of  either  comes  up  in  the 
senate,  or  with  the  executive,  then  will  come  the 
crisis.”  — 

A letter  from  the  Harrisburg  correspondent  of 
the  Philadelphia  Sentinel  contains  the  following 
version  ofthe  first  day’s  proceedings  in  the  senate: 

At  3 o’clock  this  allernoon,  the  senate  met,  and 
proceeded  to  business.  After  the  reading  by  the 
clerk  ofthe  returns  from  the  several  senatorial  dis- 
tricts, numerous  questions  were  started  and  motions 
made,  in  reference  to  the  respective  claimants  of 
seats  from  the  8th  district,  of  which  the  county  of 
Huntingdon  is  a component  part,  and  the  senatorial 
district  formed  ofthe  county  of  Philadelphia.  The 
senate  chamber  was  thronged  to  overflowing,  and 
a restless  spirit  manifest  in  the  vast  assembly.  Mr. 
Brow  n of  the  county  desired  to  be  allowed  to  ad- 
dress the  senate — this  was  denied,  and  a motion 
made  to  adjourn.  At  this  moment  a scene  ensued 
which  baffles  description,  and  is  without  a parallel 
in  the  history  of  Pennsylvania — apparently  a thou- 
sand voices  cried  out  for  Brown— Brown,  and  with 
the  clapping,  stamping,  and  hallooing,  exceeded  in 
tumult  and  confusion  any  thing  I ever  witnessed. 
Finally  the  motion  prevailed,  and  Mr.  Brow n had 
leave  to  speak.  Of  his  speech  I shall  say  nothing 
at  present,  but  during  it,  and  when  he  had  con- 
cluded, the  spectators  rushed  into  the  middle  ofthe 
chamber,  and  had  complete  possession  of  the  place. 
Amidst  the  greatest  disorder,  the  senate  adjourned 
to  meet  to-morrow  morning.  Mr.  Penrose  and  Mr. 
Stevens,  with  a majority  of  the  senators,  left  the 
hall  by  jumping  from  the  windows. 

Postscript.  From  the  Hun  isburg  fPa.)  Keystone 
Civil  government  at  an  end!  What  a most 
disgracelul  spectacle  was  presented  to  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania  to-day  at  the  capital!  The  adminis- 
tration which  crept  into  power  by  stealth,  through 
the  division  ol  the  democratic  party,  and  by  a mi- 
nority of  the  votes  of  the  people,  which  has  attemp- 
ted to  retain  its  illgotten  power  by  unconstitutional 
acts,  laws,  and  apportionment  bills,  and  other  illegal 
devices,  which  has  sought  to  corrupt  the  people  bv 
anoiiey,  and  subdue  (hem  by  force,  which  has  been 
signally  beaten  at  every  election  since  1833,  and  by 
a majority  of  ten  thousand  votes  at  the  last  election, 
has  had  the  audacity'  to  attempt  to  defeat  the  will  of 
the  people,  and  to  treat  the  election  as  a nullity,  by 
the  most  high  handed  frauds  and  villanies.  People 
ol  Pennsylvania,  arm  to  the  defence  ol  your  violated 
constitution,  your  insulted  laws,  your  beleaguered 
freedom.  Let  us  use  no  force;  let  us  offer  no  in- 
sults; let  us  make  no  threats,  but  calmly,  firmly,  and 
fearlessly  denounce  wickedness  and  oppression — 
conciliate  public  feeling— call  on  our  haughty  federal 
tyrants  to  desist,  to  retract,  to  respect  the  laws,  or  to 
prepare  lor  the  sentence  of  deep,  dark  condemna- 
tion from  the  present  generation,  and  of  contempt 
and  execration  from  all  generations  that  are  to 
come! 

The  day  to  sppak  out  has  come.  Silence  is  trea- 
son. We  have  been  accused  of  menacing  the  em- 
ployment of  force  in  the  organization  of  the  legisla- 
ture. It  is  false.  Democrats  stood  by,  in  the  hither- 
to sacred  hall  of  legislation,  and  saw  the  laws  tram- 
pled on  without  raising  a hand — not  that  they  feared, 
not  that  they,  could  not  have  prevented  the  black 
crime — bid  they  respected  the  laws;  they  respected 
the  hall  of  the  people;  and  they  knew  that  a day 
would  soon  come  when  the  abandoned  federal  trai- 
tors would  be  consigned  to  infamous  oblivion.  We 
rejoice  that  the  democrats  assembled  there  were 
silent.  We  are  glad  that  they  surrendered  Mr.  Ste- 
vens and  his  cringing  confederates  to  the  judgment 
of  the  people. 
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Treasonable  attempt  to  overthrow  the  government. 
Revolutionary  and  treasonable  proceedings  have 
taken  place  in  the  capitol  of  our  beloved  common- 
wealth this  day,  which,  whilst  they  show  that  our 
rights  and  liberties  are  in  danger,  demand,  and 
must  receive,  the  unqualified  condemnation  ofevery 
true  republican,  not  only  in  Pennsylvania,  but 
throughout  the  union.  As  had  been  expected, 
Thaddeus  Stevens,  with  his  supple  coadjutors  of 
the  state  administration,  undertook  to  consummate 
the  frauds  and  iniquities  which  they  have  been 
practising  upon  our  bleeding  commonwealth  dur- 
ing the  last  three  years,  by  receiving  the  minority 
claimants  from  the  county  of  Philadelphia  into 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  thus  laying  the 
foundation  for  organizing  the  government  under 
the  new  constitution,  so  as  to  take  all  appointments 
from  governor  Porter,  and,  even  to  prevent  his  in- 
auguration, and  continue  the  government  of  the 
state  another  term  in  the  hands  of  our  present  cor- 
rupt federal  rulers.  How  much  longer  are  the 
good,  the  moral,  the  quiet  citizens  of  Pennsylvania 
to  be  tormented  by  this  arch  conspirator,  who  has 
for  three  years  agitated  the  commonwealth  without 
ceasing — who  has  been  incessantly  engaged  in  en- 
deavoring to  overturn  our  institutions,  and  who  has 
been  the  cause  of  squandering  millions  of  the  peo- 
ple’s money  to  construct  a useless  railroad  to  his 
iron  works — to  buy  up  bullies  to  intimidate  free- 
men at  the  polls,  and  to  carry  elections  in  Morris 
township,  Millerstown,  &c.?  How  much  longer 
ought  the  people  to  bear  with  such  a deadly  enemy 
to  order,  law,  and  justice?  Are  they  hot  ready  to 
define  the  point  ot  forbearance?  Can  they  quietly 
surfer  their  dearest  rights  to  be  trampled  in  the  dust 
by  federal  monarchists? 

We  refer  our  readers  to  the  proceeding  in  ano- 
ther column.  They  will  be  astonished  to  see  how 
easy  Mr.  Stevens  moulded  every  lederal-whig-anti- 
masonic  member  to  his  views.  How  servilely  they 
follow  their  file  leader,  and  basely  execute  all  his 
reckless  commands!  Will  the  people  approve  this 
cringing  conduct  on  the  part  of  a portion  of  their 
representatives?  We  think  not.  The  independent 
spirit  of  1776  and  of  ’98  cannot  be  extinct. 

Senate. — -The  senate  met  at  3 o’clock,  P.  M.,  and 
proceeded  to  organize,  by  electing  C.  B.  Penrose 
speaker.  The  federal  members  from  the  county  of 
Philadelphia  were  admitted.  Thomas  S.  Bell,  Esq. 
was  admitted  from  Chester.  The  question  of  the 
admission  of  the  members  from  the  Huntingdon 
district  was  postponed  till  after  the  organization, 
and  had  not  been  decided  when  our  paper  went  to 
press. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  learn  that,  after  the 
democratic  members  from  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia were  wrongfully  refused  their  seats,  Mr. 
Brown,  one  of  the  ejected  members,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  of  the  senate  to  speak,  and  addressed 
the  senate.  A motion  was  made  to  have  the  re- 
turns kept  back  by  the  secretary  brought  forward, 
and  the  secretary  tremblingly  promised  to  bring 
them  forward.  Mr.  Penrose  then  called  general 
Rogers  to  the  chair,  and  escaped  through  the  win- 
dow, and  was  followed  by  the  rest  if  his  anti- 
masonic  brethren,  and  the  senate  broxe  up  in  con- 
fusion. 

More  treason. — By  the  vote  under  which  the 
federal  whigs  claim  their  members  from  Philadel- 
phia county,  the  amendments  to  the  constitution 
are  defeated.  Will  they  pervert  the  intention  of 
the  people  in  this  matter,  too?  Or  what  can  be 
their  design?  By  their  returns,  Governor  Porter 
must  be  inaugurated  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  De- 
cember, under  the  old  constitution.  Do  they  intend 
to  carry  out  their  scheme  in  this,  too?  Or  will  they 
take  their  fraudulent  returns  for  one  purpose,  and 
the  true  democratic  returns  for  another?  We  want 
to  know  whether  the  governor  of  the  federal  major- 
ity in  the  senate  will  be  consistent  in  all  things,  or 
only  consistent  in  inconsistency. 

Governor  Ritner  now  has  the  power  o( proclaim- 
ing whether  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  shall  live 
under  the  old  or  the  new7  constitution.  As  he  can 
thus,  by  proclamation,  say  what  kind  of  govern- 
ment the  people  of  Pennsylvania  shall  live  under, 
he  possesses  more  power  than  was  ever  before  given 
to  a single  individual  in  our  republic.  Will  be  ex- 
ercise it  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  the  majority,  or 
will  he  still  continue  to  lend  himself  to  the  federal 
minority ? On  his  firmness  or  principles  we  can 
place  no  reliance.  Thaddeus  Stevens  is  his  oracle 
and  conscience  keeper.'  On  this,  then,  as  on  all  other 
questions,  it  may  be  expected  that  his  course  will 
be  sinister  and  hypocritical.  The  willoi  the  major- 
ity he  holds  in  contempt ! 

Affairs  at  Harrisburg.  An  extra  from  the  Har- 
risburg Intelligencer  office,  under  date  of  5th  inst., 


furnishes  the  particulars  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
senate  of  Pennsylvania  on  Tuesday,  the  first  day 
of  the  session.  The  following  synopsis  embraces 
the  substance  of  them: 

The  senate  was  called  to  order  at  3 P.  M.  by  the 
late  speaker,  and  on  calling  the  roll  26  senators 
answered  to  their  names. 

The  clerk  then  proceeded  to  read  the  returns  of 
the  late  election,  and  among  others  it  appeared 
that  Mr.  Bell,  of  Chester,  and  Messrs.  Hanna  and 
Wagner,  the  whig  members  from  Philadelphia 
county,  were  duly  returned  elected. 

Mr.  Brown  offered  a return  from  Philadelphia 
county,  which  was  not  received  by  the  speaker. 

Mr.  Pearson  said,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
understand  the  returns  from  the  eighth  senatorial  dis- 
trict, composed  of  Huntingdon,  Miffin,  Juniata, 
Perry  and  Union  counties,  and  moved  that  the  per- 
sons returned  be  not  allowed  to  take  their  seats— 
(being  four  in  number,  the  law  only  calling  for  two) 
— till  the  other  senators  elect  were  duly  sworn  in, 
and  that  they  be  postponed  tilt  that  time.  The  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to,  ayes  13,  nays  S. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  speak- 
er, when  Charles  B.  Penrose  was  duly  elected, 
having  reeeived  19  votes,  and  Samuel  S.  Carpen- 
ter 9. 

Mr.  Rogers  said  he  had  heard  the  return  from 
Philadelphia  county  read,  as  sent  by  the  secretary  of 
tire  commonwealth,  but  he  had  in  his  possession 
another  return — the  legal  one — which  he  wished  to 
present  to  the  Senate. 

The  speaker  was  of  opinion  that  the  return  could 
not  be  received,  but  a petition  might  be  presented, 
under  the  act  of  1791,  on  which  a committee  might 
be  raised,  in  order  to  investigate  the  matter.  So  it 
was  not  received. 

The  clerk  then  called  up  the  newly  elected 
members,  to  be  sworn,  when  Mr.  Rogers  objected 
to  the  senators  elect  from  Philadelphia  county  tak- 
ing their  seat3.  He  afterwards  moved  to  postpone 
the  swearing  of  the  senators  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Pearson  addressed  tile  senate  at  some  length, 
and  finally  in  opposition  to  the  motion.  The  mo- 
tion was  yeas  9,  nays  12. 

The  new  senators  were  then  sworn  in,  “when” 
(in  the  words  of  the  Intelligencer)  “a  scene  of  riot 
ensued  beyond  all  description,  and  which  finally 
obliged  the  senate  to  adjourn,  when  the  mob  took 
possession  of  the  hall,”  and  after  being  addressed 
by  several  persons,  dispersed. 

Pennsylvania  house  of  representatives,  Tuesday 
December  4,  1838.  The  members  having  assem- 
bled in  the  house  of  representatives,  one  ofthe  old- 
est members  present,  Mr.  Hill,  of  Westmoreland 
county,  moved  that  the  clerk  open  and  read  the 
election  returns  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and 
several  counties,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Burrowes,  the  secretary  of  the  common- 
wealth, then  presented  the  official  returns  of  mem- 
bers elected  in  October  last. 

The  clerk  read  the  returns  from  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  was  about  to  lead  the  returns  from 
Philadelphia  county,  when 

Mr.  Pray  stated  that  it  was  not  the  legal  return, 
arid  presented  a certified  copy  of  the  return  from 
the  prothonotary  ofthe  county  of  Philadelphia,  and 
requested  that  it  be  read. 

Mr.  T.  L.  Smith  said  he  hoped  there  would.be  no 
objection  to  the  reading  of  the  returns  presented  by 
the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth.  He  was  in 
favor  of  first  reading  the  returns  presented  by  the 
secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  as  the  usual  and 
proper  course,  before  any  other  paper  was  read. 
Afterwards,  if  there  was  any  proposition  to  read 
any  other  paper,  he  had  no  objection.  He  looked 
upon  the  paper  presented  by  Mr.  Pray  as  having  no 
sort  of  force  or  effect,  and  therefore  protested 
against  its  being  received  as  a return. 

Mr.  McElwee  was  opposed  to  the  course  which 
had  been  taken  in  this  matter  by  the  secretary  of 
the  commonwealth,  and  expressed  his  surprise  that 
Mr.  Smith  should  sustain  him  in  it.  After  some 
further  remarks. 

The  clerk  put  the  question  whether  both  returns 
should  he  read,  which  being  agreed  to,  he  read  both 
returns. 

Mr.  Stevens,  after  some  remarks,  moved  that  the 
house  proceed  to  the  election  of  a speaker,  and  that 
Messrs.  Watts  and  Zeigler  be  appointed  tellers, 
which  motion  was  declared  to  be  agreed  to  by  Mr., 
Stevens,  and  these  tw7o  gentlemen  immediately  took 
a stand  at  the  speaker’s  table. 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  that  the  clerk  be  instructed 
to  put  down  the  names  of  the  members  from  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  who  had  a majority  of  the 
votes,  and  were  certified  as  members  of  the  house 
by  a majority,  of  the  return  judges.  This  motion 


was  agreed  to,  and  the  names  of  the  democratic 
(V.  B.)  members  were  inserted  on  the  roll. 

The  clerk  then  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  accord- 
ing to  custom, — the  tellers  at  the  speaker’s  desk 
commencing  at  the  same  time  to  call  over  the 
names  of  the  members,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a 
speaker. 

Before  the  clerk  had  concluded,  the  tellers  an- 
nounced that  Thomas  S.  Cunningham  had  receiv- 
52  votes,  and  w7as  duly  elected. 

Mr.  Cunningham  then  took  the  chair,  and  after 
taking  the  oath,  proceeded  to  administer  the  oath 
to  the  52  members  who  had  -elected  him,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  house  keeping  their  seats,  and  the 
clerk  still  calling  the  roll,  at  the  conclusion  of 
which  he  announced  that  56  members  had  answer- 
ed to  their  names. 

Mr.  McElwee  then  moved  that  the  house  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  a speaker,  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  thd  clerk  announced  that  William 
Hopkins  had  received  56  votes  and  was  duly 
elected. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  conducted  te  the  chair,  when 
Mr.  Cunningham  rose  and  gave  him  his  seat. 

The  56  Van  Buren  members  then  took  the  oath. 

[In  the  meantime  the  other  division  ofthe  house 
had  appointed  committees  to  wait  on  the  governor 
and  senate  to  inform  them  than  the  house  was  or- 
ganized, after  which  they  adjourned  and  retired 
from  the  hall.] 

Committees  were  then  appointed  by  the  sitting 
[Van  Buren]  division  of  the  house  to  wait  on  the 
governorand  senate  to  announce  its  organization. 

After  nominating  officers  of  the  house,  an  ad- 
journment took  place  until  10  o’clock  on  the  follow- 
ing day. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we  have  learned 
that  during  Wednesday  the  greatest  excitement  pre- 
vailed. 

{ fir  See  Postscript. 


FRENCH  INDEMNITY. 

NOTICE  TO  THE  CLAIMANTS  UNDER  THE  FRENCH 
INDEMNITY. 

Treasury  department, 

December  3,  1S3S. 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  t hat  the  arrearages  of  in- 
terest due  from  the  French  government  upon  the 
first  four  instalments  ofthe  indemnity,  having  been 
received  by  the  agent  of  this  department,  the  net 
proceeds  will  be  paid  by  the  Bank  of  America,  New 
York,  in  three  days  after  the  particulars  of  the  claim 
shall  have  been  lodged  atlhat  bank. 

In  order  to  protect  the  rights  of  all  parties,  it  lias 
been  found  necessary  to  regulate  and  restrict  the 
payments  on  account  of  these  arrearages  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  Parties  in  whose  favor  the  original  certificates 
issued,  and  who  themselves  received  the  amount 
previously  paid  for  the  first,  second,  third,  and 
fourth  instalments  of  the  indemnity,  will  be  paid 
their  proportion  ofthe  arrearages  of  interest  on  ex- 
ecuting a sufficient  discharge. 

2.  Payment  will  also  be  m3de  to  the  attorneys  of 
the  above  mentioned  parties,  constituted  by  a new 
and  specific  power  for  the  purpose,  and  to  the  ex- 
ecutors arid  administrators  of  such  parties  who  may 
have  died  since  receiving  the  previous  payment. 

3.  Such  executors  and  administrators  as  received 
the  first  four  instalments  will  be  paid  these  arrear- 
ages of  interest  thereon. 

4.  In  cases  where  the  individuals  in  whose  favor 
the  original  certificates  for  the  first  four  instalments 
were  issued  assigned  the  same  to  other  persons,  pay- 
ment will  be  made  to  either  party , on  presenting  the 
written  assent  of  the  other  party. 

All  cases  not  comprehended  within  the  foregoing 
will  be  suspended,  should  doubt  or  difficulty  arise  as 
to  the  person  lawfully  entitled  to  payment,  until  in- 
vestigation and  decision  shall  be  mode  by  the  pro- 
per officers  ol  Ibis  department,  if  necessary. 

The  net  proceeds  ofthe  arrearages  of  interest  now 
to  be  paid,  amount  to  2.2145-10,000  percent,  on  the 
original  amount  of  the  claims  awarded. 

The  Bank  of  America  has  proposed  to  make  ar- 
rangements with  the  several  banks  heretofore  em- 
ployed for  tne  purpose,  to  pay  the  claimants  in  their 
respective  cities  and  neighborhood,  should  that 
course  be  desired  by  the  claimants. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  ofthe  treasury. 


NAVY  REGISTER. 

Monthly  report  of  vessels  attached  to  the  different  fo- 
reign stations,  and  the  changes,  as  ascertained  at 
the  department  during  the  month  of  November,  1S38, 
viz: 

MEDITERRANEAN. 

Ship  ofthe  line  Ohio. 

Sloop  Cyane. 
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WEST  INDIES. 

Sloop  Vandalia. 

“ Boston. 

“ Ontario, 

“ Erie. 

“ Natchez. 

“ Levant. 

Schooner  Grampus. 

COAST  01’  BRAZIL. 

Razee  Independence. 

Sloop  F airfield. 

Brig  Dolphin. 

PACIFIC. 

Ship  of  the  line  North  Carolina.-' 

Sloop  Lexington. 

“ Falmouth. 

Schooner  Enterprise. 

“ Boxer. 

EAST  INDIES. 

Frigate  Columbia. 

Sloop  John  Adams. 

EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

Sloop  Vincennes. 

“ Peacock. 

Store  ship  Relief 
Brig  Poi  poise. 

Schooner  Sea  Gull  and  Flying  Fish — tenders. 

. NOTICES MEDITERRANEAN. 

Ship  of  the  line  Ohio,  captain  Joseph  Smith, 
bearing  the  broad  pennant  of  commodore  Hull,  is 
under  sailing  orders,  and  about  proceeding  from 
New  York  on  her  destined  cruise. 

Frigate  United  States,  captain  Wilkinson,  ar- 
rived at  Boston  on  the  8th  November,  having  left 
Port  Mahon  on  ihe  23d  September,  and  Gibraltar 
on  the  7th  October.  M 

Sloop  Cyane,  commander  Percival,  was  at  Ma- 
hon on  the  23d  September,  and  about  proceeding 
on  a cruise,  to  return  to  Mahon  by  the  last  of  De- 
cember. 

WEST  INDIES. 

Sloop  Vandalia,  commodore  Dallas,  left  Pensa- 
cola 29th  September,  and  arrived  oif  ihe  bar  of 
Tampico  on  the  9th  Oct.  Sailed  thence  for  Vera 
Cruz  the  Uth,  and  arrived  there  the  17th  Oct.; 
Vera  Cruz  left  for  Tampico  27th  October,  and  ar- 
rived the  2d  November.  Sailed  thence  for  the 
Balize  on  the  4th,  and  came  to  off  southwest  pass 
on  the  13th,  and  after  communicating  with  New 
Orleans,  made  sail  the  same  evening  for  Pensaco- 
la, where  she  arrived  the  loth. 

Sloop  Erie,  lieutenant  commandingFarragnt,  was 
off  southwest  pass  on  the  31st  October,  on  her  way 
to  Tampico,  where  she  probably  arrived  a few  days 
after  the  departure  of  the  Vandalia. 

Sloop  Natchez,  commander  Page,  still  at  Pensa- 
cola the  last  advices. 

Sloop  Ontario,  commander  McKenney,  also  at 
Pensacola  the  last  advices. 

Sloop  Boston,  commander  Babbit,  was,  when  last 
heard  from,  at  Tampa  Bay. 

Sloop  Levant,  commander  Paulding,  arrived  at 
Pensacola  the  loth  November,  in  18  days  from  New' 
York — all  well. 

Schooner  Grampus,  lieut.  commanding  Paine, 
was  at  Pensacola  the  15th  November. 

Schooner  Wav'e,  lieut.  commanding  McLangh- 
lin,  was  also  at  Pensacola  at  the  last  advices  under- 
going repairs. 

COAST  OF  BRIZIL. 

P^azee  Independence,  commodore  Nicolson,  was 
still  at  Rio  the  1st  October. 

Sloop  Faiifield,  lieutenant  commanding  Pur- 
viance,  was  also  at  Rio  the  1st  October,  but°to  pro- 
ceed to  the  river  in  a few  days. 

Brig  Dolphin,  lieutenant  commanding  Macken- 
zie, was  at  Montevideo  the  15th  September. 

PACIFIC. 

North  Carolina,  (74,)  commodore  Ballard,  was 
still  at  C illao  the  30th  July — all  well. 

No  information  from  the  other  vessels  of  the 
squadron  since  last  monthly  report. 

EAST  INDIES. 

No  despatches  from  the  vessels  of  this  station 
since  list  report.  ^ 

EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

The  vessels  ol  this  expedition,  except  the  store 
ship  Relief,  were  all  off  Madeira  the  20th  Septem- 
ber, where  they  arrived  on  the  16th,  in  twenty- 
eight  days  Irom  Hampton  Roads.  They'  were  to 
sail  immediately  on  watering  and  supplying  the 
crews  with  fresh  provisions. 

The  Relief  parted  company  four  days  out  from 
Hampton  Roads,  with  order  to  proceed  to  Rio. 

The  frigates  Constitution  and  Macedonian  are  at 
Norfolk,  in  readiness  for  sea,  and  will  very  soon 
proceed  to  their  respective  destinations. 

The  sloop  Warren  is  also  at  Norfolk,  and  will 
soon  be  put  in  commission  for  sea  service. 


The  steam  ship  Fullon,  captain  Skinner,  ai rived 
at  New  York  on  the  20tli  November,  in  thirty 
hours  from  Norfolk, 

Navy  Department.,  December  3,  1S3S. 

Miscellaneous. 

General  Scott.  We  have  already  announced 
the  arrival  of  this  able  officer  at  Nashville  on  his 
way  to  assume  the  command  of  the  northern  lion- 
tier.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st  inst.  the  general 
was  waited  upon  at  his  lodgings,  by  a committee 
of  the  citizens  of  Nashville,  with  the  following  in- 
vitation:— 

Nashville,  Nov.  21,  1838. 
Sir:  A portion  of  the  citizens  ol  Nashville,  lidd- 
ing in  common  with  their  countrymen  your  distin- 
guished zeal  as  a patriot,  and  skill  as  a commander, 
in  the  estimation  which  your  services  so  eminently 
deserve,  are  anxious  to  publicly  attest  their  respect 
for  your  worth,  and  will  be  pleased  to  meet  you  at 
the  testive  board  at  such  time  as  may  suit  your  con- 
venience. 

The  undersigned,  on  their  behalf,  will  take  plea- 
sure in  meeting  your  wishes. 

With  grateful  consideration,  we  have  the  honor 
to  subscribe  ourselves  your  obedient  servants, 

To  major  general  Windfield  Si  ott,  U.  S.  A. 
[Tins  invitation  was  signed  by  gov.  Cannon, 
and  seventy  of  the  citizens  of  Nashville.] 

The  following  is  a copy  of  general  Scott’s  reply: 

Steam-boat  Smelter, 

Nashville,  Nov,  21,  1838. 
Gentlemen:  I arrived  last  night,  a stranger  in 

Nashville,. and  have  already  had  reason  to  Hatter 
myself  that  I have  been  in  the  midst  of  innumera- 
ble kind  hearted  friends. 

To  that  long  list  of  highly  respectable  names  that, 
on  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  has  done  me  the  honor 
to  invite  me  to  a public  dinner,  I tender  my  sin- 
cere and  hearty  thanks.  If  I were  master  ol  my  own 
time,  I should  accept  the  compliment  with  delight 
and  enthusiasm;  but,  gentlemen,  I am  already  hur- 
rying, under  an  imperious  call  of  public  duty,  to  a 
distant  quarter  of  the  union,  and  have  but  lime, 
before  the  boat  pushes  olf  from  your  bc-autiful  and 
hospitable  citv,  to  salute  each  and  every  one  of 
you  as  your  lellow-citizeu  and  friend, 

Windfield  Scott. 

His  excellency  gov.  Cannon,  gen.  Win.  Carroll, 
gen.  R.  Armstrong,  R.  H.  McEwen,  esq.,  lion. 
G.  W.  Campbell,  II.  Ewing,  H.  M.  Rutledge, 
esqs.,  and  other  citizens  of  Nashville. 

Gen.  Scott  took  his  departure  from  Nashville  on 
Wednesday  night,  intending  to  stop  a day  or  two  at 
Golconda,  Illinois,  (near  the  Ohio,)  to  learn  the 
progress  of  the  Cherokee  emigration,  and  from 
thence  to  proceed  with  all  possible  despatcli  to 
Buffalo,  N.evy  York. 

The  cotton  crop.  We  find  the  following  cir- 
cular in  the  New  York  American: 

Natchez,  Oct.  22.  1838. 

Sir:  As  there  can  no  longer  he  any  doubt  but  that 
the  cotton  crop  in  this  and  the  adjoining  stales  will 
be  unusually  short  this  season,  and  as  you  may  de- 
sire to  postpone  the  sale  of  your  cotton  until  such 
time  as  the  manufactures  and  spinners  can  be  satis- 
fied of  the  extent  of  the  deficiency,  in  order  that  you 
may  be  able  to  realize  a proportionate  additional 
price  lor  your  crop,  I beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I 
am  now,  as  agent  lor  Humphreys  & Biddle,  of  Liver- 
pool, prepared  to  make  a fair  advance,  either  in  cur- 
rent funds  or  exchange,  as  you  may  desire,  on  any 
cotton  you  may  be  disposed  ’o  ship  to  my  house,  and 
wifi  agree  to  have  your  cotton  held  till  next  summer 
if  desirable,  in  order  that  you  may  realize  the  best 
market  price  of  the  season;  giving  you  at  Ihe  time  of 
settlement  the  benefit  of  all  the  exchanges  both  fo- 
reign and  domestic,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  giving 
it  as  my  opinion,  that  every  planter  that  ships  his 
cotton  in  this-  way,  wifi  realize  at  leasl  ten  dollars 
per  bale' additional  over  the  present  market  price;  as 
freights  are  at  this  time  unusually  low,  (d  penny  ) 
I should  recommend  that  cotlon  go  forward  as  speedi- 
ly as  possible,  in  order  In  take  advantage  of  the  low 
freights  to  be  held  for  a late  market,  as  most  for  the 
interest  of  the  planter. 

Planters  who  reside  inconvenient  lo  Natchez,  and 
who  desire  to  ship  through  me,  under  this  arrange- 
ment, will  please  forvvaid  their  cotton  to  Morris 
Willard,  New  Orleans,  for  re-shipment,  and  send 
me  duplicates  of  steamboat  bill  ol'  lading,  when  the 
advance  will  be  remitted  as  they  may  request,  or 
place  lo  their  credit  in  any  bank,  and  a certificate  oi 
deposite  forwarded  them. 

All  cotton  thus  sh  ipped  will  be  covered  by  an 
open  policy  ol  insuranc  ; against  river  and  sea  risks, 
and  cotton  will  be  forwarded  from  Mississippi  di- 
rect. or  via  New  Orleans,  as  requested  by  (lie  plan- 
ter, when  left  to  me.  1 will  forward  from  the  poinl 
I can,  on  the  best  terms. 


As  the  foregoing  arrangement,  requiring  a large 
outlay  of  capital,  is  made  lor  the  exclusive  object  of 
promoting  the  interest  of  the  planters,  I hope  it  may 
so  lor  meet  your  approbation,  as  to  induce  your  pa- 
tronage. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

(Signed,)  John  Ingersoll, 

Agent  for  Humphreys  Diddle,  jj 

Sales  of  3,500  bales  of  cotton  were  made  at  New 
Orleans  on  27lh  ult.  at  12  a 141  cents  for  middling 
lair  to  good  fair.  The  Merchants’  Transcript  of  tha 
city,  says — 

“Each  succeeding  mail  from  the  interior  of  Mis- 
sissippi gives  us  gloomy  accounts  of  Ihe  crop — and 
Ihe  circular  exhibited  on  change  from  Ihe  Union 
bank  of  Mississippi,  will  no  doubt,  make  our  factors 
bold  out  for  higher  rates  for  (lie  little  cotton  they 
may  get  from  that  state  for  sale.” 

Mississippi  Union  Bank. 

Jackson,  November  16/A,  1838. 

Sir:  The  directors  of  this  institution,  believing 
that  the  cotton  crop  of  this  stale  will  be  unusually 
short,  and  that  the  planters  will  desire  to  'postpone 
the  sale  of  their  crops  until  the  deficiency  in  known, 
propose  to  advance  sixty  dollars  for  every  bale  of 
good  merchantable  cotton,  weighing  400  lbs.  deli- 
vered to  the  agents  of  this  bank,  to  be  appointed,  at 
the  following  shipping  poinls,  viz:  at  Natchez, 
Vicksburg,  Grand  Gulf,  Rodney,  Manchester,  Te- 
cliula  Satartia.  Marion,  Greenwood,  Grenada,  Co- 
lumbus and  Mississippi  cily.  The  owner  to  deliver 
lo  this  bank  Ihe  said  agent’s  receipt,  with  the  mark, 
number  and  weight  of  such  bale  together  with  a note 
payable  12  months  after  date,  with  two  or  more 
good  securities  to  be  submitted  to  the  board  for  said 
advance. 

The  cotlon  (o  be  shipped  (o  Liverpool,  or  such 
oilier  market  as  may  be  designated  by  the  party  de- 
livering the  same,  at  his  risk  and  expense,  and  sold 
on  account  of  this  bank.  The  proceeds,  together 
with  the  exchange,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  lo  be 
credited  on  his  note,  and  the  rate  of  the  domestic 
exchange  to  be  established  by' the  current  rate  at  the 
time  tile  accoudl  of  sales  is  received. 

Respectfully, 

W.  P.  Grayson,  cashier. 

The  Ohio  River.  The  following  unfavorable 
reporl  of  the  condition  of  the  Ohio  river,  is  from  the 
Wheeling  Times  of  Saturday  last. 

We  are  again  called  upon,  contrary  to  our  hopes 
and  expectations,  fo  announce  that  navigation  is 
suspended,  and  must  continue  so  until  the  weather 
moderates,  and  we  have  rain.  There  are  a great 
many  boats,  both  above  and  below,  aground/  and 
should  the  river  now  close  with  ice,  the  loss  will  be 
very  great.  We  learn  from  Paducah  that  there  are 
a great  many  boats  a: round  at  the  month  of  the 
Tennessee  river.  The  river  has  closed  at  Pitts- 
burgh. There  have  not  been  any  arrivals  of  gro- 
ceries, vet,  of  any  importance,  at  this  place  from 
New  Orleans.  Cincinnati  and  Louisville  are  in  the 
same  way,  and  business  therefore  suffers  materially 
from  it. 

We  have  information  of  boats  as  follows:  The 

Massillon,  Pulaski,  and  Brownsville,  arrived  at 
Captina  on  Thursday  night.  The  Fayette  is  aground 
at  Captina,  the  Philadelphia  on  Newberry  bar.  The 
Visitor  is  in  sate  harbor  at  Kate’s  Rock.  The  Cas- 
ket and  Avalanche  are  at  Beaver  shoals  in  a hazard- 
ous position.  The  Canton  and  Tre mon t are  aground 
at  Beaver  safe.  The  Reporter  is  safe,  3 miles  above 
here.  This  will  be  Ihe  position  of  boats  and  boat- 
ing, until  there  is  a change  in  the  weather,  three 
feet  four  inches  of  water  in  the  channel,  and  five 
days  more  of  this  weather  will  bring  it  to  its  lowest 
stage. 

U.  S. [Circuit  Court,  Nov.  30.- — Judges  Thompson  and 
Betts  presiding. 

Law  Case.  The  United  Stales  vs.  S.  L.  Gouver- 
neiir.  This  is  a suit  relative  lo  about  #100,000, 
being  an  alleged  deficiency  in  the  defendant’s  ac- 
count with  the  United  States  government,  in  his 
capacity  of  postmaster. 

Mr.  Price  moved  to  put  off  the  trial,  on  the  ground 
that  the  United  Slales  h as  not  been  as  yet  able  to 
procure  some  important  evidence  which  they  ex- 
pected to  produce. 

Mr.  [Convenient-  addressed  the  court  in  his  own 
behalf,  and  opposed  the  motion,  and  said  that  the 
case  was  now  pending  two  years,  during  which 
time  he  had  been  obliged  to  submit  to  the  reproach 
ol  being  a public  defaulter,  and  had  been  obliged  lo 
give  bail  in  the  amount  of  $'200,000.  He  therefore 
begged  the  court  to  protect  him,  and  have  the  case 
brought  to  an  issue.  If  the  government  could  thus 
procrastinate  Ihe  case,  as  long  as  they  pleased,  they 
might  put  off  the  trialuntil  his  bail  was  dead,  of  lie 


240 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— DEC.  8,  1838— CHRONICLE. 


was  dead  himself.  But  surely  the  government 
could  not  thus  put  off  the  trial  as  long  as  they 
pleased,  and  keep  his  bail  responsible,  and  himself 
suffering  under  so  injurious  and  false  a charge. 

He  now  publicly  stated  that  he  defied  the  govern- 
ment to  bring  the  trial  to  an  issue,  and  was  prepared 
to  show  that  he  did  not  owe  them  one  dollar,  but 
that  on  the  contrary,  they  were  in  his  debt.  He 
therefore  hoped  that  the  court  would  not  grant  the 
attorney’s  motion. 

Mr.  Price  said  that  the  case  had  been  put  off  at 
the  last  term  of  the  court  on  the  affidavit  of  Mr. 
Gouverneur  himself.  Mr.  Governeur  said  it  had 
been  put  off  by  mutual  consent. 

Judge  Thompson  said  the  court  could  not  non- 
suit the  United  States,  or  compel  them  to  bring  on 
the  trial;  but  that  if  it  was  not  brought  on  in  a rea- 
sonable time,  Mr.  Gouverneur  might  make  some 
specific  application  to  the  court  to  dispose  of  the 
case.  But  the  court  could  not  take  any  action 
which  would  compel  the  United  States  to  bring  on 
the  trial.  [iV.  Y.  Jour.  Coin. 

POSTSCRIPT.— LATEST  FROM  HARRIS- 
BURG. 

By  the  Susquehannah  rail  road  cars  that  arrived  at 
Baltimore  last  night,  the  editors  of  that  city  have 
received  the  Harrisburg  Telegraph,  extra,  issued  on 
the  evening  of  Thursday,  the  6th  instant.  It  con- 
tains an  address  “to  the  people  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,”  signed  by  C.  B.  Penrose, 
speaker  of  the  senate,  and  eighteen  other  senators, 
whose  names  will  be  found  below'.  The  length  of 
the  address,  and  the  lateness  of  the  hour  at  which  it 
reached  us,  prevent  its  publication  entire.  Its  open- 
ing paragraph  is  as  lollows: 

The  undersigned,  senators  of  the  commonw’ealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  duly  elected,  returned,  and  quali- 
fied, according  to  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  com- 
posing a majority  of  that  body,  feel  called  upon,  by 
the  novel  and  dangerous  circumstances  which  have 
attended  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  to  lay  be- 
fore the  people  of  the  state  a brief  account  of  the 
occurrences  at  the  seat  of  government,  on  the  fourth 
day  of  December,  1838,  in  order  that  they  may 
clearly  understand  the  position  in  yvjiich  their  repre- 
sentatives are  now  placed  by  an  illegal  and  insur- 
rectionary assemblage  of  persons  at  present  in  the 
borough  of  Harrisburg. 

[Here  follows  a minute  narration  of  the  facts  and 
proceedings  connected  with  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion and  the  organization  of  the  senate,  including 
the  election  of  speaker,  and  the  swearing  in  of  the 
newly  elected  senators — the  substance  of  which  has 
heretofore  been  published.  The  address  then  pro- 
ceeds as  follows:] 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Barclay  and  Pearson  were  ap- 
pointed a committee  to  wait  on  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  announce  that  the  senate  was  now 
organized,  and  ready  to  proceed  with  business.  At 
this  time  Mr.  Brown,  of  the  county. of  Philadel- 
phia, not  being  a member  of  the  senate,  rose  and 
attempted  to  address  the  senate,  and  on  being  in- 
formed that  he  could  not  be  permit  led  to  proceed, 
the  mob  in  the  galleries  and  lobbies  commenced 
making  intimidating  noises  and  threats,  crying  out, 
Brown!  Brown!  hear  him!  hear  him! — reconsider 
your  resolution— we  will  have  our  rights,  &c.  kc. 

Amidst  this  tumult,  Mr.  Rogers,  a senator  from 
Bucks  county,' rose  and  moved  that  Mr.  Brown  be 
permitted  to  address  the  senate,  which,  being  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Ewing,  a senator  from  Washington 
county,  who  was  prompted  by  a fear  of  personal 
violence  to  the  speaker,  and  threats  of  bloodshed 
from  the  mob  then  pressing  within  the  bar  of  the 
senate,  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Brown  having  pledged 
his  honor  to  Messrs.  Miller  and  Fraley,  senators 
from  Piiiladelphia,  not  to  use  any  inflammatory  re- 
marks, made  a speech  which  he  professed  to  be  in- 
tended to  subdue  the  excitement  in  the  galleries 
and  to  induce  the  mob  to  disperse;  but  the  warmth 
of  his  feelings  carried  him  into  great  impropriety 
both  of  speech  and  manner,  declaring  that  we  were 
in  the  midst  of  a revolution,  and  that  there  was  an 
end  of  constitutional  government,  occasionally  ad- 
dressing them  in  a supplicating  manner;  invoking 
them  to  be  quiet,  and  asking  w hether  they ’were 
prepared  to  trample  the  constitution  and  laws  un- 
der foot,  and  shed  the  best  blood  of  the  common- 
wealth to  attain  their  ends.  To  these  questions  the 
mob  responded  yes,  yes,  we  will,  we  will;  and  ac- 
companied their  assent  with  horrible  cries  of  give 
us  blood  if  we  cannot  have  our  rights. 

Mr.  Brown  at  length  concluded,  and  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Bell,  of  Chester,  the  senate  agreed  to  meet 
daily  at  10  o’clock*  in  the  morning, “and  then  ad- 
journed, the  mob  rushing  within  the  bar  of  the  se- 
nate beiore  the  speaker  had  announced  the  deci- 
sion. The  senate  chamber  was  then  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  the  mob,  and  most  inflammatory  speeches 
addressed  to  them  by  several  of  their  leaders,  and 


that  hitherto  sacred  apartment  has  subsequently, 
whenever  the  senate  attempted  to  assemble,  been 
filled  with  rioters,  threatening  violent  interference 
with  the  business  of  the  senate  until  their  demands 
w ere  acceded  to.  To  such  a fearful  height  was  the 
excitement  carried,  that  the  speaker  of  the  senate 
and  several  of  the  members  were  compelled,  under 
threats  of  personal  injury,  to  escape  by  the  windows 
of  the  capitol. 

The  unlawful  and  riotous  assemblages  of  the 
misguided  and  dangerous  men,  have  been  continu- 
ed several  times,  at  the  state  capitol  and  court 
house  of  the  county  of  Dauphin,  and  the  senate  is 
now  unable  to  proceed  with  their  legitimate  func- 
tions, and  they  accordingly  announce  to  the  people 
of  the  state,  that  their  representatives  cannot  with 
safety  attend  the  halls  of  legislation,  until  the  in- 
surrectionary and  riotous  assemblages,  by  which 
they  are  now  threatened  with  violence,  are  quell- 
ed by  the  arm  of  the  constitutional  power  of  the 
state,  or  a return  to  reason  and  duty  shall  induce 
them  to  disperse. 

[The  signatures  to  this  address  are  as  follows:] 

Charles  B.  Penrose,  (speaker  of  the  senate,) 
Abraham  Miller,  James  Paul,  Frederick  Fraley, 
Wiliiam  Wagndr,  John  Killitiger,  John  Strohm, 
Samuel  M.  Barclay,  Jacob  Cassat,  Joseph  M. 
Sterritt,  Alexander  Irvin,  Thomas  Williams,  Elihu 
Case,  John  H.  Ewing,  William  Purviance,  James* 
Hanna,  James  McConkey,  P.  S.  Michler,  John  J. 
Pearson. 

In  the  same  extra  sheet  there  is  also  an  address 
“to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,”  the  opening  pa- 
ragraph of  which  is  as  lollows: 

To  the  people  of  Pennsylvania-.  The  most  ex- 
traordinary and  alarming  condition  of  things  now 
prevails  in  this  commonwealth.  The  regular  ac- 
tion of  the  government  is  overthrown  by  a combi- 
nation of  evilly  disposed  persons.  The  senate  and 
house  of  representatives  have  been  dispersed,  and 
prevented  assembling  by  tumultuous  and  riotous 
multitudes.  The  lives  of  the  members  have  been 
threatened,  and  put  in  jeopardy;  officers  of  the  state 
government  have  been  designated  as  the  objects  of 
attack.  Officials  of  the  general  government  are 
now  present  instigating  these  illegal  and  dangerous 
proceedings.  What  are  the  objects  of  these  out- 
rages? Nothing  less  than  a treasonable  attempt  to 
destroy  the  present  government,  and  erect  another 
in  its  stead.  It  is  perfectly  well  known  that  a new 
constitution  has  been  adopted  by  the  people  of  this 
coinmonw'ealth,  which  must  be  established  in  form, 
according  to  the  requisitions  of  the  late  convention, 
and  the  acts  of  the  legislature.  The  senate  and 
house  are  prevented  by  force  from  assembling,  and 
this  object  must  be  defeated — the  people  reduced  to 
the  deplorable  condition  of  being  without  a constitu- 
tion of  their  own  selection,  and  governed  by  an  un- 
lawful assembly,  who  choose  to  prescribe  the  man- 
ner and  form  in  which  the  authorities  of  the  land 
shall  discharge  their  functions. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  driven  from  its  hall. 

T.  S.  CUNNINGHAM,  speaker. 

We  find  also  in  the  extra  the  proclamation  issued 
by  governor  Ritner,  a copy  of  which  is  annexed: 
PENNSYLVANIA,  ss. 

, ..  IN  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 

) f the  Commonweallh  of  Pennsylvania, 

< SEAL.  > by  JOSEPH  RITNER, 

^ ' Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth: 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  a lawless  infuriated  armed  mob  from 
the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Lancaster,  Adams, 
and  other  places,  have  assembled  at  the  seat  of 
government,  with  the  avowed  object  of  disturbing, 
interrupting,  and  over-awing  the  legislature  of  this 
commonwealth,  and' of  preventing  its  proper  organ- 
ization and  the  peaceable  and  free  discharge  of  its 
duties; 

And  whereas.  The  said  mob  have  already  on  this 
day  entered  the  senate  chamber,  and  in  an  out- 
rageous and  violent  manner,  by  clamoring,  shout- 
ing, and  threatening  violence  and  death  to  some  of 
the  members  of  that  body  and  other  officers  of  the 
government;  and  finally  by  rushing  within  the  bar 
of  the  senate  chamber,  in  defiance  of  every  effort 
to  restrain  them,  compelled  the  senate  to  suspend 
business; 

And  whereas,  They  still  remain  here  in  force,  en- 
couraged by  a person  who  is  an  officer  of  the  gene- 
ral government,  from  Philadelphia,  and  are  setting 
the  law  at  open  defiance,  and  rendering  it  unsafe 
for  the  legislative  bodies  to  assemhle  in  the  capitol: 

Therefore,  This  is  to  call  upon  the  civil  authority 
to  exert  themselves  to  restore  order  to  the  utmost 
of  their  power,  and  upon  the  military  force  of  the 
commonwealth,  to  hold  themselves  in  instant  rea- 


diness to  repair  to  the 'seat  of  government;  nnd 
upon  all  good  citizens  to  aid  in  curbing  this  law- 
less mob,  and  in  reinstating  the  supremacy  of  the 
laws. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the 
state  at  Harrisburg,  this  fourth  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight,  and  of  the  commonwealth 
the  sixty-third. 

By  the  governor: 

THOS.  H.  BURROWES, 
Secretary  of  the  commonwealth. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  proclamation,  the 
following  order  wras  issued  at  Carlisle: 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

Head  Quarters,  lUh  Div.  P.  M.\  . 

Carlisle,  Dec.  5,  1838.  5 

The  governor  of  Pennsylvania  has  issued  his  or- 
der to  the  militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  at 
a moment’s  warning,  to  assist  the  civil  authorities 
in  suppressing  insurrection,  and  in  executing  the 
laws.  As  there  is  a strong  reason  to  apprehend  a 
necessity  for  the  use  of  militia  force,  for  such  pur- 
pose, I do  hereby  order  the  first  battalion  of  Cum- 
berland county  volunteers  to  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  to  assemble,  in  parade  order,  on  one  hour’s 
notice,  with  arms  and  accoutrements  in  good  order, 
and  each  man  provided  with  a knapsack,  blanket, 
&c.  ready  to  march  at  six  o’clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing if  required.  As  public  opinion  is  excited,  and 
the  feelings  of  men  are  much  roused,  I deem  it  right 
to  urge,  most  earnestly,  upon  officers  and  men,  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  refraining  from  express- 
ing any  political  feeling,  or  any  preference,  or  dis- 
like for  parties,  or  party  men — and  that  they  should 
come  forward  with  a firm  determination  to  main- 
tain the  character  of  good  sokliers;  and  to  preserve 
the  honor,  the  integrity  and  dignity  of  the  state,  and 
of  her  laws. 

SAM’L.  ALEXANDER, 

Major  general  11  th  division,  P.  M, 

The  Telegraph  says:  “There  was  no  meeting  of 
either  branch  of  the  legislature  to-day.  The  mob 
held  undisturbed  control  of  the  capitol.” 

{^Passengers  who  left  Harrisburg  yesterday 
morning  report  that  there  was  . a prospect  of  the 
adoption  of  a compromise  of  the  existing  difficulties 
between  the  two  parties,  on  the  basis  that  the  legis- 
lature should  not  go  into  election  of  U.  S.  senator, 
state  treasurer,  or  canal  commissioner,  until  the 
question  ot  the  legality  of  the  returns  of  the  elec- 
tion in  the  case  of  the  senators  and  representatives 
from  Philadelphia  county  should  be  finally  decided. 

From  the  Pennsylvanian  of  this  morning. 

Head-quarters,  1st  division,  P . M. 

Philadelphia,  December  7,  1838. 
The  governor  of  the  commonwealth,  in  his  char- 
acter of  commander-in-chief,  having  issued  his  or- 
der, required  me  forthwith  to  call  out  from  my  com- 
mand, and  immediately  march  to  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment, a force  sufficient  to  quell  an  insurrection, 
which  “ he  has  been  informed  has  been  raised 
by  a body  of  men,  who  invaded  the  senate  cham- 
ber on  the  fourth  instant,  during  the  session  of  that 
body,  and  by  lawless  violence  and  threats  of  person- 
al injury  and  bloodshed,  disturbed  the  senate  and 
prevented  it  from  proceeding  w ith  its  deliberations, 
and  compelled  the  members  to  disperse  ; and  further 
that  the  same  body  of  men  have  organized  them- 
selves and  resolved  to  compel  the  senate  to  adopt 
iheir  will  as  their  rule  of  action.” 

Now,  in  compliance  with  the  said  requisition,  the 
volunteers  of  the  first  division  will  assemble  in 
winter  uniform,  with  knapsacks,  provided  with 
thirteen  rounds  of  buckshot  cartridges,  and  seven 
rounds  ot  ball  cartridges,  in  Broad  street,  south  of 
Market  street  this  afternoon,  at  three  o’clock. 

The  major  general  need  make  no  other  appeal 
to  the  patriotism  of  the  volunteers  of  this  division, 
than  to  remind  them  that  it  is  the  highest  privilege, 
as  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  duties,  of  the 
citizen  soldier  to  sustain  the  civil  authority  when- 
ever the  emergency  occurs  which  renders  necessa- 
ry a resort  to  armed  force. 

The  spirit  of  order  and  a sacred  regard  for  the  re- 
gular action  of  the  laws,  under  which  alone  can  our 
liberties'  be  preserved,  demand  that  the  spirit  of  mis- 
rule, when  dictating  to  a mob  the  subversion  of  our 
government,  must  be  instantly,  energetically,  and  ef- 
fectually suppressed. 

Brigadier  generals  Goodwin  and  Provost  will  take 
immediate  measures  within  their  respective  brigades 
to  carry  this  order  into  full  effect. 

The  officers  of  the  railroad  have  been  required  to 
aid  with  the  means  of  transportation. 

R.  Patterson,  major  general. 
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gCj-The  lentil  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  ami  the  space  occupied  by  the  pro- 
ceedings of  congress,  have  crowded  out  a large 
number  of  interesting  miscellaneous  articles. 

0Cz*We  regret  to  learn  that  the  Ivon.  John.  M. 
Prentiss  has  been  prevented  from  being  in  his 
place  for  some  days  past,  by  an  indisposition  which 
lias  confined  him  to  his  room. 

Cd* We  understand  that  Mr.  Cheatham,  of  Ten- 
nessee, was  absent  from  the  house  on  Wednesday, 
when  the  vote  was  taken  upon  the  resolutions  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  Atherton  upon  the  subject  of  abolition 
petitions,  by  reason  of  indisposition. 

Lj*  By  an  express  slip  from  the  Natchez  Courier, 
of  December  4,  we  have  intelligence  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  steamboat  Augusta,  with'  tiie  death  or 
injury  of  nearly  all  the  passengers  and  crew. 

{tCJ-We  learn  from  the  “Baltimore  Chronicle”  that 
capt.  J.  L.  Nicholson,  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  died  of 
apoplexy  at  7 o’clock  on  Wednesday  evening.  At 
2 P.  M.  he  was  in  the  street  in  line  health  and 
spirits. 

CCf'We  have  on  hand  a large  number  of  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  extraordinary  proceedings  at 
Harrisburg,  which  we  will  insert  hereafter,  that  a 
history  of  the  case  may  be  preserved.  At  the  last 
advices  from  that  city,  the  excitement  had  not 
abated,  but  there  was  a strong  hope  that  no  acts  of 
violence  would  be  committed — the  city  was  fdled 
with  troops  from  various  sections  of  the  state. 

It  is  almost  impossible,  from  the  accounts  before 
us,  to  say  what  has  been  done  by  the  senators  and 
delegates.  Each  party  has  organised  a house  of 
delegates — and  the  senate  lias  acknowledged  that 
compose^  of  the  Whig  members.  We  will  in  our 
next  give  some  details. 

On  Tuesday  lastthe  return  ofvotes  for  and  against 
the  amendments  to  tile  constitution  were  read  in  the 
presence  of  the  house  of  representatives.  The  whig 
return  of  the  vote  in  Philadelphia  county  was  read. 
The  result  was, 

For  the  amendments,  . . . 113,971 

Against  them,  ....  112,759 


Majority  for  the  amendments,  . 1,212 

The  official  votes  for  the  governor  were  on  Wed- 
nesday opened  and  read  by  the  president  of  the 
senate,  in  the  presence  of  the  two  houses,  and  the 
aggregate  vote  for  each  candidate  declared  to  be  as 
follows: 

For  Porter,  . . . . 127,821 

Ritner, 122’.325 


5,496 

The  vote  for  Philadelphia  county  was  counted  as 
returned  by  the  whig  judges. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  we  have  seen  a slip 
from  the  Harrisburg  Reporter,  dated  on  Thursday 
morning. 

In  the  senate,  on  Wednesday,  a resolution  was 
offered,  proposing  that  the  senate  proceed  to  nomi- 
nate candidates  /or  the  office  of  U.  S.  senator,  and 
that  a teller  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  senate. 
The  motion  to  give  the  resolution  a second  reading 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

A committee  of  the  Van  Buren  division  of  the 
house  subsequently  appeared  in  the  senate,  and  an- 
nounced it3  readiness  to  proceed  in  the  election  of 
a U.  S.  senator,  but  the  senate  had  already  decided, 
as  stated  above,  not  to  go  into  the  election. 

At  the  hour  of  11  o’clock,  A.  M.,  the  speaker  of 
the  senate  proceeded,  in  the  presence  of  the  mem- 
bers ot  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  to 
read  the  election  returns  from  the  seveial  counties 
for  governor,  the  result  of  which  is  given  in  the 
paragraph  above,  on  that  subject. 

Alter  the  business  of  counting  the  votes  for  go- 
vernor was  completed,  the  houses  separated,  and 
the  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  on 
the  subject  of  the  contested  election  in  the  8th  sena- 
torial district. 

An  amendment  was  offered  by  Mr.  Bell,  and  ad- 
vocated by  him.  Mr.  Pearson  spoke  against  the 
amendment  and  in  favor  of  the  original  resolution, 
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and  finally  the  amendment  was  rejected  and  the 
resolution  adopted. 

In  the  Van  B i re n division  of  the  house,  Mr. 
McEIvvee,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  cause  of  the  presence  of  an  anned  force, 
made  a report  which  was  afterwards  withdrawn. 

Another  attempt  to  invade  Canada.  By 
the  following  from  the  Detroit  Daily  Advertiser  of 
the  4'f li  inst,  it  will  be  seen  that  our  deluded  couri- 
l fiymen  have  made  another  attempt  to  invade  Cana- 
da, and  that  they  have  been  repulsed  with  loss. 
There  are  reports  that  the  “patriots”  had  possession 
of  Sandwich  and  had  burned  the  barracks;  but  they 
are  doubtful. 

“This  morning  about  two  o’clock  the  “patriots” 
having  stolen  the  steamboat  Champlain,  succeeded 
in  affecting  a landing  oil  the  Canada  shore,  a few 
miles  above  the  city,  and  in-arclled  down  to  Windsor, 
immediately  opposite  this  place,  where  they  burnt  a 
British  steamboat,  and  several  buildings,  we  be- 
lieve, occupied  as  a military  depot.  They  were  op- 
posed by  the  militia  stationed  there,  and  a skirmish  of 
some  severity  ensued,  after  which  the  firing  ceased; 
the  British  retreated  below,  and  the  patriots  marched 
up  the  river.  Reinforcements  were  immediately 
expected  from  Sandwich;  and  bloody  work  may  be 
expected  soon.  The  patriots,  it  is  said,  number  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred. 

Much  excitement  prevails  in  town.  It  is  said  by 
persons  who  came  over  in  a small  boat  after  the 
skirmish,  that  seventeen  of  the  militia  were  killed 
and  several  wounded,  and  that  a large  number  of  the 
militia  joined  the  “patriots.”  Loss  on  the  part  of 
the  patriots,  one  killed  and  two  wounded.  A de- 
tachment of  United  States  troops  with  two  pieces  of 
ordnance,  under  the  command  of  major  Payne,  are 
now  on  board  the  Erie.  They  will  prevent  any  fur- 
ther accession  being  made  to  the  “patriot  army.” 

P.  S.  The  British  troops  have  killed,  taken,  and 
dispersed  all  that  crossed  over. 

Important  from  Mexcco.  From  the  New 
Orleans  Bee  of  December  8.  We  are  indebted  to 
the  captain  of  the  Meteore  for  the  following  ample 
and  highly  interesting  details  respecting  the  ex- 
pedition and  the  attack  upon  the  fortress  of  San 
Juan  de  Ulloa. 

After  the  arrival  of  admiral  Baudin  off  the  coast 
of  Mexico,  M.  Leroy,  one  of  the  commanders,  was 
despatched  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  to  make  known 
to  the  government  the  ultimatum  of  France.  A 
few  days  after  he  returned,  without  bringing  any 
satisfactory  reply.  The  npxt  morning  a letter  was 
received,  in  which  Mr.  Baudin  was  requested  to 
repair  to  Jalapa,  in  order  to  treat  with  the  envoys 
ot  the  government,  and  to  send  away  a part  of  his 
forces,  that  Mexico  might  not  appear  to  be  com- 
pelled to  yield  to  violence.  The  admiral  consent- 
ed to  the  first  conditions,  but  refused  positively  to 
listen  to  the  second.  He  therefore  took  his  depar- 
ture, and  was  saluted  with  salvo  of  nineteen  guns 
on  his  entrance  into  Vera  Cruz. 

On  his  return,  be  stated  that  the  envoys  had  ac- 
cepted all  the  conditions  imposed  by  France,  with 
a single  exception,  viz:  that  by  virtue  of  which 
Mexico  was  to  authorise  sales  by  retail  to  be  made 
by  (be  French;  and  that  the  envoys  had.  wished  to 
consult  the  governmt^it  respecting  this  point. — 

M.  Baudin  added  that  he  had  granted  them  a few 
days  more;  but  as  at  the  expiration  of  this  period 
the  replies  stilt  continued  unsatisfactory,  hostilities 
would  immediately  commence. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  bomb  vessels 
Oyelop  and  Vulcan  were  towed  by  the  steamboats 
as  far  as  the  middle  of  the  shoals  which  bound  the 
eastern  side,  where  they  anchored.  The  Nereide, 
commanded  by  the  admiral,  the  Gloire  and  Ip  la  i - 
genie  took  their  places  afterwards  on  the  line.  In 
the  meanwhile,  some  of  the  Mexican  envoys  went 
on  board  of  the  admiral’s  vessel,  and  sought  to  ob- 
tain a respite.  At  25  minutes  past  two,  they  left 
the  frigate.  The  signal  to  prepare  for  action  was 
given  at  28  minutes  past  2,  the  fire  commenced, 
and  continued  nearly  four  hours  without  intermis- 
sion. The  prince  de  Joinville,  unwilling  to  re- 
main an  idle  spectator,  asked  permission  of  admi- 
ral Baudin  to  take  a part  in  the  action,  and  with- 
out waiting  f6r  his  reply,  raised  the  tri-colored  flag 
on  board  the  Creole,  discharged  a broadside  at  the 
fortress,  and  kept  up  for  some  time  a heavy  fire. 


The  Creole  was  struck  by  several  bullets.  The 
bomb  shells  effected  most  dreadful  havoc  within 
the  fortress.  The  situation  of  the  powder  maga- 
zines being  known,  shells  were  thrown  directly 
upon  the  spot.  Three  of  them  exploded  with  so 
much  violence,  that  the  decks  of  several  of  the 
French  vessels  at  the  distance  of  more  than  a mile 
were  strewed  with  their  fragments.  The  Cavollero, 
one  of  the  strongest  towers  of  the  fort,  exploded’ 
about  5 o’cl-  1 p.  in.  Tiio  portions  of  the  fort 
demolished  by  the  frigates  were  in  a most  deplora- 
ble condition,  the  embrasures  being  entirely  dis- 
mounted and  battered  to  pieces.  At  5 o’clock, 
the  guns  of  the  Mexicans  were  nearly  silenced. 

The  frigate  La  Gloire  was  then  removed  by  the 
steamboat  Meteore.  The  fire  of  the  two  others  con- 
tinued until  nightfall.  It  was  then  kept  up  solely 
by  the  bomb  vessels.  Just  as  the  frigate  Admiral 
was  about  to  set  sail,  a canoe  approached  from  the 
fortress  and  demanded  a truce,  that  the  dead  and 
the  wounded  who  were  buried  under  the  ruins 
might  be  withdrawn.  The  admiral  replied  that  he 
could  not  grant  a truce,  but  that  he  would  send  a 
summons  to  capitulate,  and  that  if  it  were  no*- 
signed  by  six  o’clock  a.  m.  of  the  28th,  he  would 
recommence  his  attack  on  the  fort  and  city.  The 
terms  of  surrender  were  accepted,  and  at  break  of 
day  all  the  boats  of  the  squadron  were  sent  to  carry 
off  the  rest  of  the  garrison.  T lie  surgeon?  of  the 
different  vessels  were  likewise  sent  to  attend  the 
wounded  of  the  enemy,  who  were  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Vera  Cruz. 

In  the  action,  which  was  continued  two  hours  and 
a half  by  two  of  the  frigates,  am!  four  by  the  third, 
eight  thousand  balls  and  three  hundred  and  twenty 
bombs  were  thrown  into  the  fortress.  On  the  French 
side  five  men  were  killed,  one  of  whom  was  a mid- 
shipman, and  thirty-three  wounded,  two  of  whom 
were  officers. 

The  Mexicans  have  suffered  immensely.  The 
captain  ot  the  Meteore*  with  whom  we  conversed, 
gave  ns  a touching  description  of  !he  carnage.  The 
shore  was  covered  with  the  dead  and  dying,  and 
the  piteous  cries  of  the  latter  were  beard  amid  all 
the  din  and  tumult  of  the  battle. 

In  case  this  attack  had  proved  unsuccessful,  a 
force  composed  of  500  marines  and  300  cannoniers 
was  ready  to  assault  the  fort;  and  the  steamboats 
being  furnished  with  bridges  to  be  cast  upon  the 
walls,  the  castle  would  have  been  carried  by  assault. 

We  must  not  omit  adding,  that  throughout  this 
affair  the  conduct  of  admiral  Baudin  was  marked 
by  generosity.  He  refrained  from  firing  upon  the  ' 
city,  and  though  he  was  strongly  advised  to  attack 
the  fort  during  the  night,  which  would  have  given 
him  an  immense  advantage,  he  replied  that  he 
would  only  fight  the  enemy  in  the  day.  The  other 
vessels  belonging  to  the  squadron  took  no  share  in 
the  action,  as  there  was  not  room  enough  for  their 
operations. 

The  French  vessels  still  continue  to  cruize  in  the 
neighborhood  of  tiie  coast  of  Mexico,  to  prevent  the 
entrance  of  vessels  in  any  other  port  than  that  of 
Vera  Cruz. 

We  are  told  that  the  English  consul  had  request- 
ed admiral  Baudin  to  spare  his  house,  if  he  attacked 
the  city.  The  admiral  promised  to  observe  his  re- 
quest. By  a curious  fatality  the  only  bomb  that 
reached  the  town  fell  and  exploded  near  the  dwell- 
ing of  that  functionary,  carrying  offpartof  the  roof. 

The  French  squadron  now  consists  of  twenty- 
three  vessels. 

The  consignee  of  a Mexican  vessel  which  ar- 
rived at  New  Orleans  on  the  6th  instant,  from  Cam- 
peachy,  has  communicated  to  the  editor  of  the 
Courier  the  following  items  of  Mexican  news: 

“Gen.  Piedras,  with  three  hundred  Mexican 
troops,  had  re-taken  the  fort  which  commands  the 
bar  at  Tampico.  General  Coss  was  in  Puebla 
Viego,  with  eight  hundred  men.  Gen.  Canolis  was 
in  Almiras,  atthe  head  of  thirteen  hundred  Mexican 
soldiers.  It  was  thought  that  all  the  troops  in  the 
interior,  who  had  pronounced  for  the  federal  sys- 
tem, would  give  up  and  join  the  government  party. 

A great  scarcity  of  provisions  existed  at  Tampico.” 

Appointment  by  the  president,  ' y 
By  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  ot  New  York,  attorney  of 
the  United  States  lor  the  southern  district  of  New 
York,  in  the  place  of  William  M.  Price,  removed, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
TREASURY  ON  THE  FINANCES. 

Treasury  Department,  December  3,  183S. 
The  undersigned  respectfully  submits  the  follow- 
ing report,  in  obedience  to  the  “Act  supplemen- 
tary to  the  act  to  establish  the  treasury  depart- 
ment.” 

I.  Or  THE  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1S39,  which  will  then  be  available  and  applica- 
ble to  public  purposes,  is  estimat- 
ed at  - - - $2,765,342  36 


This  result  is  derived  from  the  follow- 
ing data: 

On  the  1st  January,  1837,  the  balance 
in  the  treasury,  exclusive  of  trust 
funds  and  those  belonging  to  the  cost 
office,  was  - - - ' - $16,337,688  36 

The  receipts  during  that  year,  from  all 
sources,  exclusive  of  the  funds  afore- 
said, were  - 22,643,973  53 

Viz: 

Customs  - - $11,169,290  39 

Lands  - - 6,776, 236  52 

Miscellaneous . - 1,705,457  47 

Treasury  notes  - 2,992,989  15 

These,  with  the  balance  last  mentioned 
constitute  an  aggregate  of  - - $68,931,661  89 

The  expenditures  during  the  same  year, 
exclusive  of  the  trust  funds  and  those 
belonging  to  the  post  office,  were  - $31,815,409  91 
Viz: 

Civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  and  mis- 
cellaneous - - 5,524,252  76 

Military  service,  including-fortifications, 

Indian  affairs,  pensions,  arming  tha 
militia,  the  Florida  war,  removal  of 
the  Cherokees  and  Creeks,  improve- 
ment of  rivers  and  harbors,  con- 
structing roads,  and  building  armo- 
ries and  arsenals  - 19,417,274  44 
Naval  service,  including  gradual  im- 
provement and  exploring  expedi- 
tion - - 6,852,059  80 

Public  debt  - - 21,822  91 


This  left  in  the  treasury,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1833,  a balance  of  - -$37,166.251  98 


The  expenditures  during  the  first  three 
quarters  of  1838,  with  similar  excep- 
tions, were  - $28,427,218  68 

Viz: 

Civil  list,  etc.  - - $4,029,674  13 

Military  service,  etc.  15,731,323  62 

Naval  service,  etc.  - 4,325,563  21 

Public  debt,  - - 1,217  08 

Redemption  of  treasury  notes,  including 
interest  - - 4,339,440  64 

The  expenditures  during  the  fourth  quar- 
ter, including  $1,000  interest  on  fund- 
ed debt,  and  the  redemption  of 

$3,750,000  of  treasury  notes,  are  esti- 
mated by  the  different  departments 
at  $13,511,920  10.  But  it  is  not  ex- 
pected that  the  redemption  of  all 
these  notes  will  appear  on  the  regis- 
ter’s books  until  next  year.  Nor  does 
the  undersigned  anticipate  that  the  ac- 
tual expenditures  within  this  quarter, 
including  the  above  notes  redeemed, 
will  exceed  - 12  000,000  00 


II.  OF  THE  TUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  payments  on  account  of  the  funded  ; 
funded  debt,  since  the  1st  of  December,  18374 
been  as  follows: 

1.  On  account  of  principal  and  interest  of  funded  t 
Principal  ----- 
Interest  - - 2,001  81 


Leaving  unclaimed  and  undischarged 
Viz:  ---  - 

Principal  - - 75,954  47 

Interest  - - - 249,566  36 

2.  On  account  of  the  unfunded  debt  ex- 
isting previous  to  1837,  including $1 08 
interest  on  treasury  notes  of  1815 


$2,217  08 
$325,520  83 


■ 

$21  08 


Making  an  aggregate  of  expenditures 
for  the  year  1838,  of  - - $40,427,218  68 

This  computation  would  leave  in  the 
treasury,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839, 


The  receipt  during  the  first  three  quar- 
ters of  1833,  with  exceptions  similar 
to  those  before  named,  are  ascertain- 
ed and  estimated  to  have  been  -$31,075,723  19 
Viz: 

Customs  including  postponed  bonds 
$12,228,770  56 

[Of  this  sum,  about  2,900,000  dollars, 
issued  in  treasury  notes,  cannot, 
until  the  settlements  to  which  they 
bejong  shall  be  completed  by  the  ac- 
counting officers,  be  entered  upon 
the  register’s  books.  A part  will  be 
carried  into  the  treasury  by  warrant 
during  the  fourth  quarter,  and  the 
remainder  next  year.] 

Lands  - - - 2,036,828  51 

Miscellaneous  - - 238,431  85 

Proceeds  of  third  bond  of 
U.  S.  Bank  - - 2,254,871  33 

Part  of  second  bond  - 1,600.000  00 

Issue  of  treasury  notes  - 12,716,820  86 

The  further  receipts  in  the  fourth  quar- 
ter are  estimated  at  - - - 7,052,230  84 

Viz: 

Customs,  estimating  the  actual  receipts 
during  the  quarter,  and  not  the  sums 
which  may  be  formally  carried  upon  ■ 
the  register’s  bonks  from  former  quar-  ft 
ters  - - - $5,250,000  00 

Lands  - - - 1,100,000  00 

[Including  only  a portion  of  the  pre- 
emptions and  such  of  the  sales  as  may 
be  actually  paid  into  the  treasury  before 
the  year  expires..] 

Miscellaneous  - - 15,000  00 

On  second  bond  of  United  States  Bank, 
due  in  September,  1838,  and  paid  in 
part  before,  and  in  part  after  that 
date  - - - 687,230  84 


a balance  of 


$34,866,987  33 


It  is  proper  to  ascertain,  in  the  next  place,  how 
much  of  this  balance  is  not  immediately  available 
and  applicable  to  public  purposes. 

The  sum  of  $28,101,644  97,  which  has  been 
placed  with  the  states  for  safe-keeping,  is  a part  of 
that  balance,  and  cannot,  by  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  October  14,  1837,  be  made  available  till  di- 
rected by  congress. 

Another  part  is  about  $1,100,000,  due  chiefly 
from  various  insolvent  banks,  on  account  of  the 
money  that  before  1837  had  been  placed  ill  their 
custody  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer,  and  still  re- 
mains unpaid. 

Another  portion  is  near  $2,400,000,  which  is  due 
from  banks  that  suspended  specie  payments  in  1837, 
and  will  probably  not  be  paid  during  the  present 
year. 

About  $500,000  of  the  amount  which  lias  been 
placed  in  the  mint,  for  the  specific  purposes  de- 
signated in  the  laws  on  that  subject,  is  another  part 
of  that  balance,  which  could  not  at  once  be  made 
available  for  other  objects  without  much  public  in- 
convenience. 

The  aggregate  of  these  items,  not  immediately 
available  and  applicable  to  public  purposes,  is 
$32,101,644  97;  and,  if  deducted  from  the  forego- 
ing balance,  it  would  leave,  on  the  1st  of  January 
next,  as  stated  in  the  commencement  of  this  report, 
only  the  sum  of  $2,765,342  36  then  available,  and 
applicable  to  those  purposes. 

Subjoined  is  a condensed  view  of  the  receipts  and 
means,  as  well  as  the  expenditures  lor  1838,  as  as- 
certained and  estimated;  also  the  funds  not  availa- 
ble in  that  year. 

SUMMARY  FOR  1838. 

RECEIPT'S  OR  MEANS.  AMOUNT. 

Balance  on  the  first  of  January,  1838,  $37,166,251  98 
Receipts  from  customs,  - - 17,473,770  56 

Receipts  from  lands,  - - 3,135,828  54 

Miscellaneous,  - - - 253,431  85 

Treasury  notes  issued,  - - 12,716,820  86 

Second  and  third  bonds  of  the  Bank  of 

the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania,  4,542,102  22 


Leaving  the  amount  of  certificates  and 
notes  payable  on  presentation  - $36,913  40 

Viz:  — 

Certificates  issued  for  claims  during  the 
revolutionary  war,  registered  prior  to 
1798,  - - $27,293  31 

Treasury  notes  issued  during 
late  war,  - - 5,300  00 

Certificates  of  Mississippi 
stock,  - - - 4,320  09 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  U.  S.,  under  act  of  May 
20,  1836,  for  relief  of  the  corporate  cities  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  have  assumed  the  following  debts,  bearing 
an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  exclusive  of  charges,  viz  : 
Of  the  city  of  Washington,  $1,000,000 
Do  Alexandria,  250,000 
Do  Georgetown,  250,000 

$1,500,000  00 

The  payments  of  the  year  1838,  on  ac- 
count of  die  interest  and  charges  on 
this  debt,  amount  to  - 


$76,995  99 


3.,  STATEMENT  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  ISSUE  AND  REDEMPTION 
OF  TREASURY  NOTES  IN  1837  AND  1838. 

Issued  under  act  of  Oct.  12th,  1837,  $10,000,000  00 

Do  - do  21st  May,  1838,  5,709,810  01 


$75,294,206  01 


EXPENDITURES.  AMOUNT. 

Civil  and  miscellaneous,  first  three  quar- 
ters - $4,029,674  13 

Military,  first  three  quarters,  - 15,731,323  62 

Naval,  first  three  quarters,  - - 4,325,563  21 

Estimate  of  above  expenditures  for  4th 

quarter,  - 8,249,000  00 

Public  debt  for  the  year,  - - - 2,217  0$ 

Redemption  of  treasury  notes  for  the 
year,  - 8,089,440  64 

Balance  on  the  31st  of  December,  1838,  31,866,937’  33 


$75,294,206  01 


These  united  make  the  aggregate  of  re- 
ceipts for  the  yeaV  1838,  as  ascertain- 
ed and  estimated  - ' - - 38,127.954  03 


This,  with  the  balance  on  the  first  of 
January  last,  would  amount  to  - $75,294,206  01 


UNAVAILABLE  FUNDS  IN  1838. 

Deposites  with  the  states,  - - $28,101,644  97 

Due  from  insolvent  banks  before  1837,  1,100,000  00 

Due  from  banks  that  suspended  pay- 
ment in  1837,  and  not  payable  till 
1839,  ...  - 2,400,(100  00 

Part  of  money  in  the  mint,  - - 500,000  00 


Total, 


$32,101,644,97 


From  balance  on  31st  December,  1836, 
being.  - - - $34,866,987  33 

Deduct  total  unavailable  as  above,  32,101,644  97 


Available  balance  remaining,  $2,765,342  36 


$15,709,810  01 

Of  this  amount, 

$6,838,809  GO  were  at  6 per  cent. 

4,280,273  72  do  5 per  cent. 

2,784,844  73  do  2 per  cent. 

1,755.881  96  do  1 mill  per  cent. 

The  following  amount  has  been  redeemed: 

There  have  been  entered  to  the  credit  • 
of  the  “account  of  redemption  of  trea- 
sury notes”  on  the  books  of  the  regis- 
ter, - - $5,063,197  41 

And  there  have  been  can- 
celled and  returned  to 
the  treasury,  and  are 
now  in  the  course  of  set- 
tlement,as  appears  from 
the  records  of  the  first 
auditor  and  the  com’r. 
of  the  gen.  land  office,  $2,892,052  59 

$7,955,250  00 

Leaving  outstanding  - , - - $7,754,550  01 

III.  EXPLANATIONS  AS  TO  APPROPRIATIONS  OUTSTANDING. 
The  appropriations  heretofore  made,  which  will 

remain  unsatisfied  at  the  end  of  the  year  1838,  and 
be  chargeable  on  the  balance  then  in  the  treasury, 
and  the  revenue  subsequently  received,  are  estima- 
ted by  the  other  departments  at  $13,187,426  83,  but 
by  the  undersigned  at  $1,511,920  10  more,  in  con- 
sequence of  estimating  the  expenditures  of  the 
fourth  quarter  differently. 

Upon  the  view  taken  by  this  department,  it  is 
computed  that  $12,369,623,68  of  those  appropria- 
tions will  be  required  to  be  paid,  in  order  to  accom- 
plish the  objects  contemplated  by  them. 

Of  the  remainder,  about  $370,360  40  may  go  to 
the  surplus  fund,  or  not  be  needed  to  accomplish 
those  objects;  and  the  residue,  being  $1,959,362  85, 
it  is  proposed  to  apply  to  the  service  of  the  ensuing- 
year,  without  re-appropriation. 

IV.  ESTIMATE  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  FOR  1839. 
The  receipts  into  the  treasury  during  tire  year  1839 

are  estimated  at  ...  $28,780,000  00 

Viz.: 

Customs  - - $19,000,000  00 

Lands  - - - 4,500,000  00 

Miscellaneous  - - 500,000  po 

The  proceeds  of  the  fourth  bond  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  if 
sold,  - - - $2,380,000  00 

And  the  sums  likely  to  be  realized  from 
former  deposite  banks  on  instalments 
which  become  due  in 
1339,  - - - $2,400,000  00 

Tlr  se,  with  the  estimated  balance  of 
$2,765,312  in  the  treasury,  which,  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1839,  will  be  avail- 
able and  applicable  to  public  purposes, 
constitute  an  aggregate  of  efficient 
means  amounting  to  - - -$31,545,342  00 
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The expenditures  for  1839,  including  lire  redemption 
of  eight  millions  of  treasury  notes,  and  interest,  fulling 
due  I hat  year,  are  estimated  at  $30.51)0,01)0  00 


T i the  old  appropriations  which 
Am  be  outstanding  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
■‘.rv,  1839,  it  is  computed  that  there 
will  be  expended  in  that  year  - 7,000,000  00 

Thu  treasury  notes  to  be  redeemed,  and 
interest,  will  amount  to  about  - 8,000,000  00 

Of  die  new  appropriations  called  for, 
together  with  those  which  are  pernm-.,; 
netu  for  1S39,  it  is  computed  that 
there  will  be  expended  within  the 
year - 15,000,000  00 

These  constitute  an  aggregate  of  actual 
expenditures  for  1839  estimated  at  30,500,003  00 

Leaving  a balance  in  the  treasury  on 
the  3 1st  of  December,  1339,  available 
and  applicable  to  public  purposes, 
amounting  to  $1,045,312  00 

-The  estimates  for  new  appropriations 
no  .v  presented  from  the  different  de- 
partments amount  to  $21,065,039  95 

To  these  may  be  added  permanent  ap- 
propriations for  the  service  of  1839, 
made  by  former  acts,  equal  to  - 9,894,000  00 

These  make  all  the  new  and  perma- 
nent appropriations  for  1839.  31,553  039  95 


Viz:  civil,  foreign  intercourse,  and  mis- 
cellaneous, - - $3,653,157  87 

Military  service,  &c.  - 13,969,836  01 
Naval  service,  &c.  - 5,831,096  07 

Redemption  of  treasury 
notes,  and  other  public 
debt;  8,050.000  00 


For  further  particulars  ^ee  the  details  of  the  an- 
nual estimates.  (B.) 

It  will  be  perceived  by.  these  statements  that  no 
surpl  is  balance  will  probably  exist  either  on  the  1st 
ot  January,  1339,  or  during  that  year,  to  be  deposi- 
ted with  the  several  states  for  safe-keeping  as  a 
fourth  instalment  under  the  deposite  act  of  June 
23,  1336.  Indeed,  great  care  will  be  necessary  in 
restricting  the  appropriations  to  the  necessary  wants 
of  the  government,  or  the  receipts  will  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  current  demands  on  the  treasury, 
unless  l hose  receipts  should  unexpectedly  exceed 
the  present  estimates. 

Vvhien  an  unusual  excess  existed  in  the  treasury,  it 
was  proposed  to  place  that  fourth  instalment  with 
the  states  for  safe-keeping  till  needed;  but  before  it 
became  payable,  the  money  was  wanted  to  discharge 
existing  appropriations.  The  deposite  of  it  was, 
therefore,  postponed  by  congress  till  next  January, 
and  the  money  has  been  used  by  the  United  States, 
to  which  it  belonged,  without  incurring  the  expense 
and  inconvenience  to  all  the  parties  concerned,  of 
paying  and  then  immediately  recalling  it.  That  in- 
stalment is  not  a debt  due  to  the  states,  and  hence  is 
not  required  to  be  paid  like  an  appropriation  tor  the 
public  service.  Yet  the  remaik  may  properly  be 
added,  that  if  a surplus  should  hereafter  accrue, 
large  enough,  after  defraying  all  the  existing  charges 
imposed  by  congress  upon  the  treasury,  to  make 
the  deposits  originally  contemplated,  this  depart- 
ment, with  its  present  views,  would  feel  bound  to 
carry  it  into  effect,  unless  congress,  in  tile  mean 
time,  should  further  modify  the  laws  now  in  force  in 
relation  to  the  subject. 

V.  EXPORTS  AND  IMPORTS  IN  1833. 

The  exports  during  the  year  ending  September 
30,  1333,  are  computed  to  have  been  $103,136,000. 

Oi  these,  about  $90,666,000  were  of  domestic, 
and  $12,470,000  of  foreign  origin. 

The  former  have  diminished  from  the  previous 
year,  $4,893,414,  and  the  latter,  $9,334,962. 

The  imports  for  the  same  year  were  $1 12,000,000. 

These  are  $28,989,217  less  in  value  than  those  of 
the  previous  year,  being  nearly  $78,000,000  less 
than  those  under  the  enormous  overtrading  and 
other  overactions  which  characterized  1836. 

For  further  particulars  reference  may  be  had  to 
the  table  annexed,  (C) 

It  is  an  interesting  fact,  that  during  the  last  three 
years  more  than  $36,000,000  annually,  or  an  average 
of  nearly  nine-tenths  of  our  whole  domestic  exports, 
have  been  derived  from  agriculture.  More  than 
seven-tenths  of  our  whole  population  are  probably 
employed  in  that  useful  pursuit. 

VI.  EXPLANATIONS  OF  THE  ESTIMATES  OF  THE  RECEIPTS 

AND  EXPENDITURES,  AND  SUGGESTIONS  ON  THE  MODE  OF 

MEETING  FLUCTUATIONS  IN  THEM. 

The  receipts  from  customs  during  the  present 
year  will  vary  but  little  from  the  estimate  submit- 
ted in  the  last  annual  report.  The  receipts  from 
lands  will  be  less;  but  the  amount  of  sales  made, 
and  pre-emption  rights  existing,  will  not  differ  es- 
sentially from  what  was  anticipated,  though  the  act 


of  congress,  as  to  the  latte)-,  passed  so  late  that  pay- 
ments for  all  of  them  could  not  be  realized  till  an- 
other year,  without  causing  much  inconvenience 
and  unnecessary  pressure  in  some  portions  of  the 
country. 

The  estimates  presented  for  new  appropriations 
and  for  expenditures,  in  1838,  were  quite  as  large  as 
(he  views  of  the  different  departments,  at  the  time 
congress  assembled  in  December  last,  appeared  to 
justify.  But  the  unexpected  continuance  of  the 
Florida  war,  a solicitude  to  induce  the  Cherokees  to 
remove  peaceably,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  suppress, 
with  promptitude,  all  threatened  disturbances  on 
our  northern  frontier,  with  several  other  measures 
of  less  importance,  originating  in  congress,  led  that 
body  to  make  appropriations  amounting  to  nearly 
ten  millions  beyond  those  requested  in  the  annual 
estimates.  Some  provision  of  additional  means, 
corresponding  to  this  excess,  became  therefore  ne- 
cessary; and,  in  order  to  discharge  the  excess,  and 
guard  against  contingencies,  as  well  as  avert  the 
consequences  of  a protracted  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks,  congress  wisely  granted 
the  additional  authority  both  to  sell  the  bonds  of  the 
United  States  Bank  and  to  issue  new  treasury  notes, 
instead  of  such  as  might  be  paid  in  before  the  time 
for  their  redemption  arrived. 

Tile  apprehensions  of  embarrassments  in  the 
finances  within  the  year, which  had  arisen  from  those 
unexpected  appropriations,  and  from  the  failure 
that  then  continued  among  the  banks  in  most  quar- 
ters of  the  union  to  return  to  specie  payments,  were 
removed  by  these  opportune  provisions.  Occasions, 
however,  have  not  yet  arisen  to  require  the  full  use 
of  either  of  them. 

The  whole  amount  of  treasury  notes  outstanding 
at  any  one  time  since  they  were  first  authorized,  in 
October,  1S37,  has  never  equalled  ten  millious  of 
dollars.  Tile  amount  now  outstanding  i3  only 
$7,754,560  01.  Besides  the  restriction  on  the  sale  of 
the  bonds  of  the  United  States  Bank,  the  want  of 
power  to  guaranty  their  eventual  payment,  and  the 
short  period  they  had  to  run,  with  the  great  quantity 
of  state  stocks  in  the  market  of  a better  character 
for  permanent  investment,  caused  some  temporary 
inconvenience,  and  prevented  any  offer  for  them 
above  par,  either  at  home  or  abroad.  The  sale, 
ho  wever,  of  one  becoming  expedient,  it  was  effected 
within  the  limitations  prescribed,  ft  has  not  yet 
been  found  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  other.  But 
it  is  expected  that,  when  the  period  for  redeeming 
most  of  the  outstanding  treasury  notes  arrives,  it 
must  be  sold,  unless  other  means  to  meet  the  public 
engagements  shall,  in  the  mean  time,  be  provided 
by  congress. 

If  the  receipts  from  customs  or  lands  should  ex- 
ceed the  estimates  made  for  the  ensuing year,  which, 
in  the  vacillations  of  trade,  is  not  very  improbable, 
still  it  is  not  supposed  the  excess  will  be  so  large 
that  all  the  expected  charges  on  the  year  can  be  de- 
frayed without  a sale  of  the  remaining  bond,  or  some 
equivalent  resource. 

The  estimates  of  receipts  for  1839,  rest  on  the  fol- 
lowing general  views:  An  overflowing  tide  ofspecu- 
lation  and  bank  issues,  like  that  of  1836,  is  not  an- 
ticipated, while  the  recent  evils  and  disasters  from 
these  sources  are  fresh  in  remembrance.  Nor,  on 
the  contrary,  is  any  expectation  entertained  of  a 
repetition,  so  soon,  of  the  mercantile  revulsions 
which  charactelized  the  year  1837.  , 

The  receipts  from  duties  during  the  last  year,  if 
the  bonds  had  not  been  postponed,  would  have  been 
about  $16,000,000.  Those  of  the  present  year,  in 
the  ordinary  operation  of  tile  laws,  without  the  post- 
poned bonds,  will  not  probably  exceed  $13,000,000. 

By  supposing  a large  increase  of  50  per  cent,  in 
1839  beyond  the  ordinary  receipts  for  the  last  year, 
they  would  amount  to  between  nineteen  and  twenty 
millions,  and  would  be  larger  than  the  receipts  in 
1335.  Such  an  increase  would  be  greater  than  in 
any  previous  year  of  our  history,  not  affected  by 
commercial  restrictions,  foreign  wars,  or  important 
changes  in  the  tariff'. 

Considering  that,  under  the  present  credits,  the 
duties  actually  paid  within  any  calendar  year  must 
be  estimated  chiefly  on  the  imports  from  the  first  of 
July  preceding,  to  the  first  of  July  in  that  year,  and 
that  two  biennial  reductions  in  the  tariff'  have  occur- 
red since  1835,  it  is  believed  that  nineteen  or  twen- 
ty millions  is  an  estimate  sufficiently  high  for  1839. 

But  as  the  receipts  of  late  have  depended,  much 
less  than  formerly,  when  credits  were  longer  and 
almost  universal,  on  the  amount  of  bonds  taken  in 
previous  years,  the  estimates  must  be  much  more 
conjectural;  and  intestine  commotions,  wars  in 
Europe  or  on  our  own  borders,  fluctuations  in  crops 
or  prices,  and  various  other  contingencies  in  the 
ensuing  year,  which  cannot  be  foreseen  or  compu- 
ted. may  vary  the  result  several  millions. 

The  reduced  receipts  both  from  lands  and  duties 
in  1837  and  1838,  as  compared  with  the  two  prece- 


ding years,  were  anticipated  by  the  department  in 
1836,  and  a permanent  provision  to  meet  any  defi- 
ciency was  earnestly  urg*d  on  the  consideration  of 
congress. 

Confident  as  were  the  expectations  entertained  by 
many,  that  the  revenue  of  1837  would  be  so  great 
as  to  justify  further  large  deposites  with  the  states, 
and  severe  as  were  the  censures  bestowed  on  those 
who  expressed  apprehensions  of  a different  result,  a 
striking  diminution  in  the  revenue  actually  occur- 
red. Although  any  difference  of  opinion  on  a point 
of  so  much  importance  to  the  public  faith  was  deep- 
ly regretted  by  the  department, yet  it  felt  constrain- 
ed, at  that  time,  to  regard  many  appearances  of  ex- 
traordinary prosperity  as  delusive;  the  existing 
surplus  as  temporary  and  fallacious  in  its  character; 
and  consequently  believed  that  much  of  it  was  likely 
to  be  required  in  a few  years  to  meet  deficiencies 
in  the  revenue,  arising  from  the  progressive  reduc- 
tion of  the  tariff,  and  those  fluctuations  in  income 
and  expenditure,  to  which  all  governments  are 
more  or  less  subject,  and  to  which  our  own  system  of 
finance  is  peculiarly  exposed. 

Apart  from  the  contingencies  of  w?,r,  and  other 
exigencies  affecting  expenditure,  it  is  impossible, 
under  the  ebbs  and  floods  of  trade  and  speculations 
of  all  kinds,  which,  with  the  present  banking  sys- 
tem, are  as  certain  though  not  so  regular  as  the 
tides,  that  a revenue  derived  chiefly  from  foreign 
importations,  and  the  sales  of  land,  should  not 
vibrate  with  such  changes.  The  department,  there- 
fore, has  discharged  a duty  deemed  imperative,  in 
urging  on  the  attention  of  congress,  at  several  ses- 
sions, some  permanent  and  efficient  arrangement 
for  enabling  the  treasury  to  meet  such  fluctuations 
without  injury  to  the  public  credit. 

On  one  occasion,  permanent  legislation  in  re- 
spect to  this  point  did  take  place.  But  that  has 
been  repealed,  or  indefinitely  postponed  by  the  act 
of  October  12,  1837;  and  the  temporary  measures 
substituted,  having  nearly  ceased  their  operation, 
the  necessity  of  some  further  provision  is  apparent. 
The  form  seems  to  be  the  great  question  of  difficul- 
ty; there  being,  it  is  apprehended,  a general  con- 
currence of  views  in  favor  of  having  some  effectual 
provision  on  a subject  of  such  obvious  importance. 

The  investment  of  a part  of  the  snrplus  in  the 
treasury  in  state  stocks,  iri  the  manner  which  for 
several  years  has  been  successfully  practised,  under 
the  actsofcongress,asto  large  sums  belonging  to  the 
Indians,  so  as  to  constitute  a provident  fund  to  meet 
contingencies  and  fluctuations,  was  the  mode  first 
recommended  by  the  department.  But  a substitute 
for  this  plan  was  preferred  by  congress,  which  di- 
rected the  whole  surplus  to  be  deposited  with  the 
states  for  safekeeping,  and  enabled  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  recall  it,  whenever  needed  for  public 
purposes.  In  tile  autumn  of  1837,  however,  when 
the  necessity  of  resorting  to  this  substitute  was  in 
view,  congress  postponed  its  operation.  Instead  of 
it,  the  power  to  issue  treasury  notes  for  a limited 
period  was  granted,  and  for  additional  security 
against  deficiencies,  the  deposite  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment with  the  states  was  deferred  till  next 
January,  and  afterwards  the  power  to  sell  the  bonds 
of  the  United  States  Bank  was  added.  But  both  of 
those  powers  will  soon  be  inoperative,  and  without 
some  further  legislation  on  this  subject,  which  shall 
be  of  an  efficient  character,  and  be  available  at  an 
early  day,  the  preservation  of  the  public  faith  must 
be  endangered. 

Recent  experience  is  full  of  admonition  on  this 
question.  Since  the  extinguishment  of  the  national 
debt,  and  especially  within  the  last  three  years,  it 
has  been  the  policy  of  congress  to  avoid  a large 
balance  in  the  treasury  immediately  available, 
which,  if  unemployed  for  the  public  service,  was 
regarded  as  taken  from  the  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try, and  in  some  degree  hoarded,  though  deposited 
in  banks  which  had  made  the  public  money  the 
basis  of  enlarged  operations.  This  policy,  as  it 
obviates  the  hazard  attending  such  operations,  as 
well  as  the  imputation  of  improper  influence  in  the 
management  of  the  money,  is  certainly  the  most 
prudent.  But  the  preservation  of  the  public  faith, 
either  under  the  former  practice  of  keeping  the 
money  in  banks,  or  under  the  proposed  system  of  an 
independent  treasury,  may  occasionally  render  other 
resources  necessary,  from  the  considerable  fluctua- 
tions which  are  frequently  occurring  in  our  receipts 
and  expenditures  from  year  to  year,  and  even  from 
month  to  month.  Thus,  the  receipts  from  the  usual 
sources,  which  were,  in  1834,  aboutfwenty-one  mil- 
lions, rose  unexpectedly  in  1836  to  forty-eight  mil- 
lions; but  fell  again  as  suddenly  in  1837  to  only 
about  nineteen  millions.  So  the  aggregate  expen- 
ditures in  1834  and  1835,  independent  of  any  pay- 
ments for  trusts  or  the  national  debt,  were  only 
seventeen  or  eighteen  millions;  but  from  Indian 
wars  and  other  causes  they  rapidly  rose,  and  not- 
withstanding the  diminution  in  receipts,  have  re- 
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mained  since  not  far  from  thirty  millions  yearly. 
Again,  in  the  month  of  January  last,  the  expendi- 
tures were  only  about  one  million  eight  hundred 
thou'sand  dollars;  and  in  May  last,- only  two  millions 
two  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  dollars;  but  in 
July,  they  suddenly  increased  to  over  four  millions 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  being  an  excess,  in  a 
single  month,  of  nearly  two  millions  and  a third,  or 
more  than  enough  to  sweep  off,  in  thirty  days,  the 
whole  balance  on  hand.  Consequently,  at  any 
period,  with  only  a million  or  two  in  the  treasury, 
and  the  current  receipts  being  less  than  two  mil- 
lions monthly,  it  is  obvious  that  the  public  engage- 
ments could  not  all  be  punctually  met,  unless  some 
power,  like  those  before  named,  shall  exist  to  pro- 
vide for  calls  so  unequal  in  different  portions  of  the 
year,  &s  well  as  in  different  years.  Though  the 
receipts  for  any  one  year  may  be  equal  to  the  whole 
expenditures  within  it,  even  that  will  notremovc-  the 
difficulty.  The  expenditures  may  be  required  in 
larger  proportions  in  i he  first  half  of  the  year,  and 
the  greatest  receipts  occur  in  the  last  half. 

Having  the  power  to  issue  treasury  notes  during- 
183S,  the  department  has  been  enabled,  by  the  aid 
of  that  and  other  means,  to  meet  every  authorized 
engagement  with  punctuality.  A power  of  a simi- 
lar kind  has  been  found  in  other  countries,  during 
more  than  a century,  to  be  indispensable  to  sustain 
public  credit.  If  we  keep  only  a small  available 
balance  in  the  treasury,  and  realize  only  the  com- 
paratively small  income  which  is  desirable  since 
the  discharge  ofthe  national  debt,  and  this  income 
shall  continue  to  be  effected  by  the  periodical  fluc- 
tuations of  receipts  which  are  probable,  under  the 
changes  goingon  in  the  tariff,  as  well  as  in  banking 
and  the  habits  of  trade,  this  power,  or  some  equiva- 
lent resource,  seems  to  be  essential  to  the  support 
of  the  public  faith,  in  the  scrupulous  manner  re- 
quired by  justice  and  sound  policy. 

The  estimates  of  expenditures  in  1839  have 
been  formed  on  the  most  economical  basis  which 
the  different  departments  think  the  public  interests 
will  permit.  They  are  less  than  those  of  either  of 
the  two  preceding  years  under  many  heads,  and 
are  several  millions  less  than  either  the  appropria- 
tions made  .by  congress  in  those  years,  or  the  ex- 
penditures actually  paid  within  them.  Judging 
from  past  experience  alone,  the  probabilities  would 
be,  that  the  appropriations  to  be  made  at  the  present 
session  will  exceed  by  some  millions  the  estimates 
submitted. 

But  such  additional  appropriations,  to  any  con- 
siderable extent,  are  not  anticipated,  when  the 
whole  circumstances  of  the  country  and  of  the  trea- 
sury shall  have  been  calmly  reviewed  by  congress. 
No  doubt  exists  with  the  undersigned  that  pru- 
dence at  this  time  requires  a reduction,  rather  than 
an  increase,  in  the  aggregate  of  the  annual  appro 
priations.  Besides  what  is  dictated  on  this  subject 
a wise  public  frugality,  and  the  straightened 
condition  ofthe  treasury,  it  is  probable  that,  by  the 
gradual  reduction  in  the  tariff,  which  is  in  progress 
under  the  existing  laws,  the  receipts  from  customs, 
which  now  average  sixteen  or  seventeen  millions 
yearly,  will,  by  IS42,  be  so  far  diminished  as  not 
then  to  exceed  ten  or  twelve  millions. 

Hence,  if  the  annual  expenses  do  not  by  that  pe- 
riod undergo  a reduction  in  some  degree  corres- 
ponding-, so  as  not  to  surpass  that  sum  and  the  few 
additional  millions  which  may  then  be  derived  from 
the  sales  of  tiie  public  lands,  an  unpleasant  resort 
to  another  increase  ofthe  tariff,  or  to  a recall  of  de- 
posites  with  the  states,  or  to  permanent  loans,  will 
then,  if  not  sooner,  become  indispensable.  The 
further  details  connected  with  the  diminution  in 
our  revenue  by  1842,  under  the  existing  laws,  were 
so  fully  exhibited  in  the  annual  report  in  1835,  that 
the  undersigned  forbears,  on  this  occasion,  to  re- 
peat them.  But  in  commencing  the  unpleasant 
task  of  reduction  in  the  expenditures,  a question 
naturally  arises  as  to  what  items  it  should  be  first 
applied.  The  department  would  not  be  understood 
as  urging  retrenchment  or  parsimony,  where  the 
object  is  great,  pressing,  arid  constitutional.  It  has 
always  approved,  not  only  those  appropriations 
which  are  necessary  to  satisfy  the  ordinary  wants 
of  the  public  service,  and  others  rendered  proper  to 
vindicate  our  rights  and  national  character  in  war, 
but  those  which  our  unexampled  increase  in  terri- 
tory, numbers,  and  wealth,  may  have  required  in  or- 
der, at  all  times,  to  afford  due  protection  to  persons 
and  property  abroad,  as  well  as  at  home,  and  dis- 
charge with  efficiency  all  those  momentous  duties 
which  have  been  clearly  and  wisely  devolved  on  the 
government  ofthe  union.  A judiciary  for  twenty- 
six,  instead  of  thirteen  states,  must  of  course  require 
more  officers  and.‘expense.  An  army  to  guard  an 
inland  frontier  of  five  thousand  miles  in  extent,  and 
embracing  one  million  and  a half  of  square  miles 
of  territory  more  than  in  1789;  and  a navy  to  pro- 
ect  a sea  coast  of  over  three  thousand  miles,  anti  a 


commerce  of  two  millions  tonnage,  instead  of  less 
than  half  a million,  with  annual  imports  and  ex- 
ports of  nearly  three  hundred  millions  in  value,  in- 
stead of  forty-three  millions,  L*ust  necessarily  re- 
quire a large  addition  to  the  public  burdens.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  some  of  these  circumstances 
evince,  with  equal  clearness,  a flattering  change  in 
our  ability  to  sustain  those  burdens. 

This  country  is  not,  like  most  others,  stationary, 
either  in  its  fiscal  wants  or  its  fiscal  means,  but  ex- 
hibits more  clearly  every  year  the  interesting  devel- 
opement  of  the  wants  and  means  of  manhood,  com- 
pared with  those  of  infancy. 

Besides  the  increased  demands  on  the  treasury  be- 
fore mentioned,  there  has  sprung  up  a light-house 
establishment,  exceeding,  in  extent,  that  of  any  of 
the  powers  of  Europe,  with  a plan  of  river  and  har- 
bor improvements,  of  constructing  national  roads, 
hospitals,  mints,  forts,  arsenals,  armories,  navy 
yards,  docks,  and  various  public  edifices,  in  some  de- 
gree suited  to  our  present  growth  and  necessities. 

On  the  other  hand,  corresponding  changes,  equally 
great  in  our  resources,  have  fortunately  occurred, 
and  which  last,  whenever  required  by  the  public 
wants,  have  been  displayed  with  great  facility,  as 
evinced  in  the  increase  of  our  annual  revenues,  from 
five  to. twenty  and  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  Those 
resources  have  enabled  us  not  only  to  discharge  all 
the  augmented  current  expenditures,  but  to  defray 
from  one  to  two  hundred  millions  of  national  debt, 
incurred  in  defence  of  our  liberties;  extinguish  the 
Indian  title  to  the  greater  part  of  several  new  states, 
so  as  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  civilization  and 
Christianity;  and  make  a liberal  deposits  with  all  the 
states  of  a surplus  in  our  income,  exceeding  twenty- 
eight  millions  of  dollars.  Hence  the  various,  offi- 
cers, institutions,  and  departments,  appropriate  for 
administering  the  whole  of  these  affairs,  and  in  fine 
for  executing  the  laws  of  the  general  government  in 
respect  to  sixteen  instead  of  four  millions  of  people 
are  not  so  much  just  topics  of  complaint,  as  of  ad- 
monition to  increased  caution  in  regulating  estab- 
lishments and  expenditures  necessarily  so  much  en- 
larged. It  is  certain  that  some  of  them,  however 
laudable  in  their  origin,  can  be  judiciously  reduced, 
as  the  advanced  progress  or  completion  of  the  busi- 
ness and  works  to  which  they  relate  may  sanction 
the  measure.  This  would  be  sound  economy;  and 
its  reasonableness  should  be  duly  appreciated  by 
those  who  consume  as  well  as  those  who  pay  the 
public  revenue. 

In  the  midst  of  the  fiscal  operations  so  much 
greater  in  amount,  and  extended  over  a territory  so 
much  wider,  none  can  be  insensible  to  the  further 
fact,  that  they  open  an  avenue,  which  cannot  be  too 
ciosely  guarded,  to  various  excesses  in  expenses 
otherwise  useful,  and  to  numerous  incidental  char- 
ges, which  though  not  dishonest,  may,  on  scrutiny,  be 
found  neither  necessary  nor  useful.  All  these  will  de- 
mand untiring  watchfulness,  or  their  accumulation 
must  prevent  those  reductions  which  it  is  believed 
the  public  service  can  in  many  cases  bear  without 
injury;  which  comport  with  Ihe  economical  princi- 
ples always  to  be  cherished  in  republican  forms  of 
government;  which  the  frugal  and  virtuous  habits  of 
the  great  mass  of  our  population  demand,  and  which 
are  deemed  essential  to  avoid  embarrassment  in  the 
present  and  approaching  condition  of  the  public  in- 
come. 

The  system  of  internal  improvement  is,  for  in- 
stance voluntary,  but  very  expensive,  and  the  growth 
almost  entirely  of  Ihe  last  thirteen  years.  So  is  a 
large  part  of  our  lighthouse  establishment  and  for- 
tifications. 

Does  not  true  wisdom  require  reduction  and  posl- 
ponements  in  appropriations  towards  these  objects, 
at  least  till  the  revenue  of  the  country  shall  again 
clearly  indicate  the  safety  and  convenience  of  push- 
ing them  with  more  vigor? 

In  the  prospective  state  of  the  finances,  ought  not 
numerous  donations  to  local  projecls,  which  have  of 
late  years  been  so  common,  to  be  likewise  fore- 
borne? 

Our  pension  grants,  which  are  in  a great  degree 
gratuitous,  exceed  in  expense  annually  what  was 
the  whole  yearly  cost  of  the  general  government, 
independent  of  the  public  debt,  from  1789  to  1799. 
However  generous,  therefore,  and  grateful,  and  often 
just,  may  have  been  the  feelings  which  led  (o  their 
increase  in  times  of  a great  anil  increasing  revenue, 
does  not  prudence  teach  us  to  exercise  caution  in 
making  further  additions  to  them  while  the  tariff  is 
undergoing  a gradual  reduction? 

These  suggestions  might  be  extended  to  other 
matters  of  a similar  character;  but  enough  has  been 
specified  to  attract  attention  to  the  subject  generally. 
The  amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures  depending 
on  the  laws  and  the  condition  of  the  country,  and 
not  on  this  department,  the  latter  can  only  recom- 
mend measures  which  appear  suitable  in  relation  to 
them.  Having  done  this  on  the  present  subject,  it 


cheerfully  leaves  their  adoption  or  rejection  where  it 
properly  belongs,  to  the  superior  wisdom  and  ex- 
perience of  congress. 

VII.  ON  THE  KIND  OF  CURRENCY  RECEIVED  f*)R 
THE  PUBLIC  DUES,  AND  THE  RESUMPTIO^-CF 
SPECIE  PAYMENTS  BY  THE  BANKS. 

The  two  circulars  annexed  contain  all  the  in- 
structions which  have  been  issued  by  this  depart- 
ment concerning  the  currency  receivable  lor.pub- 
lic  dues,  since  the  passage  ofthe  resolution  of  con- 
gress on  that  subject  in  May  last,  and  the  act  of 
July  5,  1838.  Previously,  the  notes  of  specie  pay- 
ing banks,  as  well  as  specie  and  treasury  notes, 
were  permitted  to  be  taken  for  duties,  but  only  the 
last  two  for  lands.  A great  part  of  the  actual  re- 
ceipts, however,  for  both  duties  and  lands,  was  in 
specie  and  treasury  notes.  Since  those  instructions 
were  given,  more  than  half  of  the  receipts  for  duties 
has  consisted  of  notes  of  specie-paying  banks. 
Most  of  those  for  lands  continue  to  be  as  before. 

The  kind  of  currency  that  should  be  taken  for 
the  public  dues  has,  heretofore,  been  fully  discus- 
sed by  this  department,  and  as  the  views  then  pre- 
sented remain  unchanged,  it  is  not  proposed,  at 
this  time,  to  enlarge  on  any  former  suggestions. 

But  what  currency  it  is  the  most  proper  to  en- 
courage for  private  as  well  as  public  purposes  is  a 
topic  intimately  connected  with  the  recent  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments. 

Both  these  matters  have  of  late  had  a highly  im- 
portant bearingzon  our  financial  operations;  and  the 
striking  contrast  between  Ihe  state  of  the  country 
in  1814  and  its  condition  in  1837,  in  recovering 
from  the  suspensions  of  specie  payments  which 
occurred  in  those  years,  furnishes  so  instructive  a 
lesson  on  the  subjects  before  mentioned,  as  to  jus- 
tify and  require  a few  details  in  connexion  with 
them. 

At  the  former  period,  there  were  only  about  se- 
venteen millions  of  specie  in  the  United  Slates, 
whether  in  banks  or  in  active  circulation.  This 
sum  would  average  but  two  dollars  to  each  individ- 
ual of  our  population  at  that  time.  Small  bills 
were  receivable  in  almost  every  state  and  by  the 
general  government.  Such  being  the  amount  of 
specie  and  the  condition  of  the  currency,  the  go- 
vernment felt  compelled  to  acquiesce  in  the  impol- 
itic, as  well  as  unjust,  reception  of  depreciated  paper 
of  all  kinds  for  public  dues,  and  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  always  calamitous,  however 
short,  was  protracted  nearly  three  years.  It  was 
then  terminated  only  by  great  personal  sacrifices, 
by  numerous  insolvencies,  and,  as  many  have  sup- 
posed, by  the  co-operation  of  a new  national  bank, 
which  its  friends  established  under  the  belief  of  its 
utility,  if  not  necessity,  to  effect  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that  object. 

But,  in  1837,  the  condition  of  the  currency  had 
become  materially  changed.  There  were  about 
eighty  millions  of  specie  in  the  country,  equal  to 
five  dollars  per  head  of  our  population,  or  more 
than  double  the  former  average. 

It  had  been  thus  increased,  principally,  by  the 
firm  and  persevering  policy  of  the  general  go- 
vernment, during  the  last  four  years,  to  discourage 
the  use  of  small  notes,  and  introduce  gold  more  ex- 
tensively into  the  currency. 

In  this  state  of  things  tire  public  officers  at  once 
declined  to  violate  the  laws  and  countenance  par- 
tiality among  debtors,  by  receiving  depreciated  pa- 
per, and  that  of  very  different  values,  for  public 
dues.  Without  hesitation,  they  also  refused  un- 
justly to  abandon  the  specie  standard  of  value  ei- 
ther as  to  payments  or  receipts,  and  hence  sustain- 
ed, throughout,  both  that  standard  and  the  uni- 
formity in  imposts  so  wisely  established  by  the 
constitution. 

This  step  tended  strongly  to  encourage  a resump- 
tion of  specie  payments,  and,  in  consequence  of  it, 
and  of  other  measures  about  to  be  explained,  the 
suspension,  though  it  was  more  general  than  the 
former  one,  ceased  in  some  places  within  less  than 
a year,  and  has  already  ended  in  most  parts  of  the 
union,  without  any  aid  from  the  dangerous  and 
overshadowing  influence  of  a national  bank.  The 
essential  difference  in  the  course  which  the  public 
officers  were  able  to  pursue  as  to  the  kind  of  money 
received,  and  the  earlier  period  and  greater  ease  of 
resuming  specie  payment0,  bear  no  unequivocal 
testimony  to  the  wisdom  ofthe  policy  which  had 
previeusiy  been  adopted  in  relation  to  the  improve- 
ment in  the  currency. 

It  is  believed  that  about  seven  hundred  banks 
and  branches,  situated  in  twenty-two  states  and 
territories,  have  already  resumed  specie  payments. 
These,  including  not  far  from  thirty  which  never 
suspended,  make  se  ven  hundred  and  thirty  now 
paying,  specie.  Seventy  more  are  expected  to  re- 
sume on  or  before  the  first  of  the  ensuing  month. 
Of  the  residue,  amounting  to  about  twenty-five, 
with  a capital  of  from  three  to  four  millions,  it  i» 
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believed  that  six  or  eight  are  winding  up  their  con- 
cerns, because  unprofitable,  and  that  the  rest  are 
insolvent. 

Soon  after  the  suspension,  this  department  ear- 
nestly requested  the  deposits  banks  to  use  their  ut- 
most efforts  to  resume  specie  payments  at  an  early 
day. 

it  was  urged  that  each,  as  an  act  of  sound  policy, 
no  less  than  of  strong  moral  obligation  and  impera- 
tive duty  uudtjr  the  laws,  should  resume  specie 
payments  the  moment  it  was  able  safely  to  eif'ect 
them;  or,  at  least,  that  all  the  banks  in  particular 
neighborhoods,  cities,  counties,  and  states,  should 
unite  in  doing  this  whenever  able,  without  waiting 
for  weaker  institutions,  or  more  embarrassed  re- 
gions of  the  country. 

The  a loption  of  that  course  in  some  states,  how- 
ever much  the  measure  was  questioned  at  the  time, 
and  perseveringly  opposed  by  many  banks  as  well 
as  influential  individuals,  has  proved  fortunate,  and 
reflects  great  credit  on  the  sagacity,  firmness,  and 
intelligence  of  those  who  adopted  it.- 

The  encouragement  given  by  the  department  to 
such  institutions  as  resumed  specie  payments,  by 
taking  no  paper  but  theirs  for  public  dues,  and  by 
preferring  them  in  the  transaction  of  public  busi- 
ness, was  not  without  salutary  influence.  Suits 
against  the  banks  in  default,  unless  apparently  in- 
solvent, were  also  forborne,  and  drafts  continued, 
with  great  advantage,  to  be  issued  gradually  on  all 
that  were  disposed  to  make  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments with  the  public  creditors,  and  thus  lessen 
those  large  immediate  liabilities  which  stood  in  the 
way  of  an  earl}'  resumption. 

Indeed,  every  facility  was  promised  and  extend- 
ed which  the  limited  power  of  the  department  per- 
mitted, and,  on  its  recommendation,  further  mea- 
sures of  reasonable  indulgence  to  the  merchants 
and  banks  indebted  to  the  government  received  the 
prompt  attention  of  congress,  and  doubtless  con- 
tributed much  to  shorten  the  suspension. 

Under  the  laws,  granting  such-indulgence,  the  ag- 
gregate of  merchants’  bonds,  the  payment  of  which 
was  postponed,  is  supposed  to  have  reached  between 
four  and  five  millions  of  dollars.  The  chief  benefit 
of  this  measure  was  felt  in  the  Atlantic  section  of 
the  country,  while  a similar  extent  of  relief  was 
experienced  principally  in  the  west  and  southwest, 
by  the  allowance  to  tile  banks  of  a long  delay  in 
paying  the  balance  due  from  them. 

The  curtailment  of  paper  issues,  which  was 
urged  by  this  department  in  1836  as  indispensable 
to  prevent  impending  disasters,  and  in  1S37  as 
f equally  indispensable  to  remove  them  and  restore 
f-  specie  payments,  has.  since  their  suspension, 
equalled  at  least  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  Ano- 
ther striking  fact  is,  that  the  curtailment  was  most 
rapid  and  thorough  in  those  sections  of  the  country 
where  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  first  took 
place,  and  the  exchanges  were  first  equalized.  The 
dilference  is  believed  to  be  still  more  striking  be- 
tween Miy,  1837,  and  Miy,  1333.  Nor  has  this 
event  been  accompanied , as  many  predicted,  by  any 
ruinous  fall  in  the  prices  of  labor,  or  of  our  great 
staple  commodities.  As  a further  illustration  of 
some  of  the  real  causes  and  cures  of  the  embarrass- 
ments in  the  currency,  it  is  computed  that  within  a 
year  from  the  suspension,  a reduction  was  effected 
in  bank  discounts  exceeding  forty  millions;  that 
there  was  an  increase  of  the  whole  amount  of  specie 
in  the  c untry  of  five  millions;  and  that  tile  aggre- 
gate at  this  time  must  be  from  eighty-five  to  ninety 
millions  of  dollars.  The  official  returns  of  the*im- 
ports  and  exports  of  gold  and  silver  during  the  year 
ending  September  30,  1S33,  are  given  in  the  table 
annexed,  and  the  former  in  that  time  will  be  found 
to  exceed  the  latter  more  than  fourteen  millions. 

Intimately  connected  with  the  currency  and  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  is  the  condition  of 
the  domestic  exchanges  during  the  past  year,  as 
compared  with  some  former  periods.  Although  in 
1825  a national  bank  had  been  in  full  operation  for 
several  years,  and  181!)  for  two  years,  those  ex- 
changes were  then  quite  as  much  deranged  be- 
tween most  placesas  in  1S37.  But  of  late  they  have 
improved  more  rapidly  than  in  the  two  former  pe- 
riods, without  receiving  any  aid  from  new  banking 
incorporations  by  the  general  government. 

This  fact  demonstiates  that  the  great  nominal 
difference  in  exchanges  at  both  periods  has  been 
produced  by  circumstances  over  which  national  le- 
gislation possesses  but  little  influence. 

When  excesses  of  indebtedness,  or  other  com- 
mercial causes,  render  money  more  desirable  in  one 
place  than  another,  then,  and  not  till  then,  the 
legitimate  difference  in  exchanges  begins;  and  that 
difference  can  never  be  corrected  by  banks  or  le- 
gislation,.but  only  by  the  great  laws  of  trade  chang- 
ing the  relative  indebtedness  and  demand. 

But  when  a nominal  difference  in  domestic  ex- 
changes occurs,  extending  beyond  two  or  three  per 


cent,  or  the  small  actual  cost  of  transporting  specie 
to  the  most  distantcities  in  the  union,  it  is  the  con- 
sequence, not  ol  an  unequal  indebtedness  alone, 
but  of  that  and  an  unequal  quality  or  value  in  the 
local  bank  currency;  and  which  event  has  been  pro- 
duced, and  can  be  removed,  only  by  measures  opera- 
ting on  the  soundness  of  the  currency.  Each  state 
has  in  its  own  power  an  effectual  remedy  for  any 
suffering  by  high  exchanges  from  this  source.  In- 
dependent and  true  to  its  vital  interests,  it  can  al- 
ways adopt  such  effectual  regulations  in  banking  as 
will  remove  the  scourge  of  a depreciated  paper,  and 
thus  avert  any  ruinous  rate  of  domestic  exchange. 

From  the  whole  of  these  considerations,  it  is 
manifest  thafthe  recent  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, and  tiie  equalization  of  exchanges,  have 
both  been  facilitated  by  the  large  amount  of  specie 
which  has  of  late  years  been  introduced,  and  by 
the  course  of  policy  pursued  in  other  respects  by 
the  general  government  on  topics  connected  with 
tlie  circulating  medium  and  the  banks. 

A restoration  of  equality  in  the  foreign  ex- 
changes, also,  and  a perseverance  in  extinguishing 
old  debts,  with  increased  forbearance  to  contract 
new  ones,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  have  revived 
that  foreign  confidence  which  had  been  withdrawn 
with  such  disastrous  precipitation.  These  favora- 
ble changes,  united  with  a diminution  in  specula- 
tions, whether  in  banks,  lands,  or  commerce,  and  a 
return  to  stricter  frugality  in  individual  expenses, 
and  to  more  industrious  energies  for  a livelihood, 
have  aided  good  crops  and  some  minor  agencies  in 
bringing  about,  with  greater  rapidity,  events  the 
most  desirable,  and  a condition  of  the  country  high- 
ly auspicious.  In  many  quarters,  money  has  be- 
come comparatively  abundant,  interest  lower,  and 
trade  and  manufactures  active. 

Nothing  more  seems  to  be  necessary  . to  perpetu- 
ate the  present  healthy  action  of  the  currency,  ex- 
cept a rigid  adherence  to  the  system  of  policy 
which,  by  honest  and  resolute  efforts,  has  produced 
the  improvement.  It  cannot  hut  be  wise  in  re- 
spect to  the  circulating  medium  for  the  general  go- 
vernment to  persevere  in  a course  which  prepared 
the  country  better  to  meet,  and  quickly  carried  it 
through,  so  fearful  a crisis.  Itwouldseem  prudent, 
likewise,  for  the  states,  profiting  by  past  experience, 
to  insist  on  reform  in  their  banking  institutions,  and 
particularly  on  greater  self-denial  in  their  business, 
by  imposing  additional  checks  on  overissues,  and 
stronger  limitations  to  excessive  discounts.  The 
present  system,  if  unchecked,  has  inherent  defects 
of  an  alarming  character;  and,  without  indulging  in 
timid  misgivings  or  unjust  suspicions,  it  may  be 
said  to  tend,  by  its  expansions  and  inevitable  con- 
tractions, to  unsettle  frequently  the  value  of  labor 
as  well  as  of  the  whole  property  of  the  country 

The  general  and  state  governments  might,  also, 
with  manifest  'advantage,  abstain  from  applying 
any  stimulants  to  the  over  action  of  all  kinds  that, 
under  such  specious  but  treacherous  hopes,  de- 
luded so  many  into  the  recent  embarrassments 

This  would  not  evince  any  hostility  either  to 
banks  or  to  credit,  when  well  secured  and  properly 
regulated;  but  would  serve  to  avert  ruin  from  both. 

Several  of  the  banks,  which  are  under  the  control 
of  real  capitalists  and  officers  of  prudence  and  fore- 
sight, have  become  satisfied  that  the  use-of  the  pub- 
lic money  for  discounts,  subject  to  the  restrictions 
of  the  present  deposite  act,  and  the  liabilitiesjo  re- 
fund it  suddenly,  which  must  exist  with  small 
balances  in  the  treasury,  is  attended  with  much  in- 
convenience, and  is  likely,  in  the  end,  to  prove 
more  injurious  than  profitable  to  the  hanks  and 
their  borrowers,  as  well  as  the  government.  So 
widely  impressed  has  this  conviction  become,  that 
some  of  those  institutions  have  declined  to  receive 
public  deposites  under  the  special  provisions  of  that 
act. 

vril.  ON  THE  MANNER  OF  KEEPING  THE  PUBLIC 
MONEY,  AND  THE  CHANGES  PROPOSED. 

The  present  laws  in  regard  to  the  keeping  of  the 
public  money  are  defective  in  several  particulars, 
which  were  explained  in  the  last  two  reports  on  the 
finances. 

The  full  advantages,  either  of  the  system  of  state 
banks  or  the  proposed  one  of  an  independent  trea- 
sury, are  not  now  enjoyed;  while  the  department, 
without  all  the  securities  which  are  practicable,  is 
subjected  to  some  of  the  inconveniences  and  many 
of  the  risks  attending  both. 

The  measures  it  would  recommend  as  most  suita- 
ble to  remove  the  various  imperfections  which  ex- 
ist on  this  subject  have  been  so  recently  and  fully 
explained  that  a reconsideration  of  them  all  at  this 
time  cannot  be  regarded  as  necessary. 

It  is  deemed  proper,  however,  to  communicate 
to  congress  such  details  as  are  material  for  under- 
standing with  accuracy  the  mode  in  which  the  pub- 
lic money  is  now  kept,  and  for  appreciating  duly 
the  importance  of  those  additional  checks  and  se- 


curities which,  though  proposed  as  a part  of  the 
plan  for  an  independent  treasury,  appear  to  be  im- 
peratively require*!  under  any  s}'stein. 

Four  of  the  six  banks  reported  at  the  last  session 
of  congress  as  retained  under  the  deposite  act  of 
June  23,  18.36,  still  continue  to  he  general  deposi- 
tories. Of  the  other  two,  the  People’s  Bank,  at 
Bangor,  and  the  Louisville  Savings  Institution,  the 
former  has  surrendered  its  charter,  and  the  latter, 
having  declined  the  general  trust,  is  now  employed 
merely  for  special  deposites.  The  names'  of  the 
four  banks  retained  are  annexed,  with  the  amounts 
in  each  subject  to  draft  on  the  1st  in  taut,  and  their 
condition  generally.  Collectors  and  receivers  re- 
siding near  to  these  institutions  have  continued  to 
deposite  in  them  as  formerly.  Drafts  are  seldom 
made  directly  on  officers  so  situated,  nor  are  any 
considerable  amounts  of  public  money  long  retained 
by  them.  At  points  where  other  geneial  deposito- 
ries were  needed,  the  department  has  not  yet 
been  able  to  complete  arrangements  with  any  banks 
which  were  both  competent  and  willing  to  be  se- 
lected under  the  specific  provisions  of  the  deposite 
act. 

In  many  of  these  last  cases,  therefore,  the  prac- 
tice has  been  to  leave  the  public  money  with,  the 
officers  collecting  it,  to  be  held  in  their  own  cus- 
tody, or  placed  in  special  deposite  in  banks  during 
the  short  period  which  might  elapse  before  it  was 
wanted,  and  drawn  from  them  by  drafts  in  favor  of 
the  public  creditors. 

A list  of  the  collectors  and  receivers  from  whom 
the  money  has  generally  bc-en  so  drawn,  and  who 
had  any  amounts  on  hand  subject  to  draft  the  1st 
instant,  is  annexed. 

The  rest  of  those  classes  of  officers  who  have 
collected  funds  beyond  the  sums  needed  to  defray 
their  current  expenditures,  and  who  were  not  con- 
veniently situated  to  conform  to  either  of  the  above 
arrangements,  have  been  required  to  make  depo- 
sites of  the  same  in  banks  to  the  special  credit  of 
the  treasurer. 

Other  funds  received  from  the  exchange  of  trea- 
sury notes,  from  collections  by  attorneys  and  mar- 
shals, from  patent  fees  and  miscellaneous  sources, 
have  also,  in  most  instances,  been  placed  in  banks 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer,  in  special  deposite, 
except  such  amounts  as  could  advantageously  be 
put  into  the  mint  and  its  branches,  for  the  only  two 
purposes  authorized  in  the  laws  on  that  subject. 

An  exhibit  is  presented  of  the  names  of  these 
special  depositories,  with  the  sums  in  each.  The 
amounts  retained  in  the  mint  and  its  branches  un- 
der the  provisions  of  those  laws  are  subjoined. 

In  the  absence  of  suitable  general  depositories, 
some  money,  due  from  certain  state  banks,  has 
been  allowed  to  remain  in  deposite  to  the  special 
credit  ol  the  treasurer,  till  it  was  wanted  for  public 
payments,  they  being,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
considered  proper  depositories  for  that  temporary 
purpose.  A schedule  of  these  banks,  with  the 
sums  remaining  in  each  subject  to  draft  at  the  last 
returns  is  annexed. 

But  this  system  of  special  deposites,  or  of  deposites 
to  the  special  credit  of  the  treasurer,  has,  from  con- 
venience, and  indeed  almost  from  necessity,  not 
generally  corresponded  with  the  usual  forms  of 
special  deposites. 

A moment’s  reflection  will  show  that  any  depo- 
site not  subject  to  be  paid  out  by  the  banks  in  the 
absence  of  the  depositor,  though  at  times  conve- 
nient for  officers  living  near  banks,  .would  cause 
much  inconvenience  to  those  residing  remote  from 
them;  and  that  the  making  of  frequent  disburse- 
ments from  it  by  the  latter  would  be  utterly  imprac- 
ticable. The  treasurer,  in  common  practice,  should 
retain  his  lunds  only  in  such  condition  as  will  allow 
them  to  be  paid  out  promptly  on  the  numerous 
drafts  which  must  be  made  in  favor  of  claimants  in 
every  section  of  the  country.  For  this  purpose, 
when  a deposite  of  them  is  made,  it  must  be  gene- 
ral, or,  if  special,  it  must  he  with  an  understanding 
or  contract,  not  only  that  they  are  to  be  ready  for 
his  call  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances, 
but  that  they  are  to  be  paid  out  on  his  various  drafts, 
without  his  actual  presence. 

From  these  details  it  is  apparent  that  the  present 
system  of  keeping  the  public  money  is  very  com- 
plicated, and  it  may  be  deemed  fortunate  that  the 
department  has  been  able,  during  the  past  year,  to 
conduct  large  financial  operations  under  it  without 
great  public  inconvenience.  Few  persons  can 
doubt  that  some  change  in  the  laws  on  this  subject 
is  proper.  But  whatever  plan  congress  may  adopt, 
too  great  care  cannot  be  exercised  in  providing  the 
best  possible  securities.  All  those  additional  guards 
against  defaults,  which  have  been  urgently  recom- 
mended in  the  last  two  reports  on  the  finances,  or 
incorporated  into  the  bill  to  establish  an  indepen- 
dent treasury,  are  considered  important.  Kocent 
experience,  in  respect  to  the  benefits  of  only  ordi- 
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nary  collateral  security,  evinces  the  utility  of  such 
measures. 

Thus,  the  losses  expected  to  be  sustained  from 
deposite  banks  since  1834  are  very  small  in  compa- 
rison with  those  sustained  between  that  period  and 
1817.  This,  in  a considerable  degree,  is  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  additional  requirements  of  such  se- 
curity. 

The  improvement  was  voluntarily  introduced  by 
the  department  in  1833,  and  was  afterwards  sanc- 
tioned by  congress  in  the  deposite  act  of  1830. 

The  measure  insured  greater  care  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  banks,  and  an  increased  watchfulness 
by  the  sureties  in  times  of  difficulty  to  take  efficient 
steps  to  indemnify  the  treasury. 

With  a view  to  illustrate  further  the  effects  of 
requiring  collateral  security,  in  cases  both  of  banks 
and  collecting  officers,  as  well  as  to  communicate 
interesting  facts  in  connexion  with  the  safety  of 
keeping  the  public  money  from  the  foundation  of 
the  government,  several  tabular  statements,  pre- 
pared by  the  department,  are  herewith  presented. 

First.  A list  of  the  banks  still  indebted  to  the 
United  States  for  defaults  previous  to  the  close  of 
1834,  none  of  which  are  believed  to  have  given, 
originally,  any  collateral  security,  is  annexed.  The 
whole  amount  now  due,  without  computing  inte- 
rest, equals  .$1,000,676;  and  a great  part  of  this 
must  be  regarded  as  a total  loss. 

Secondly.  Another  list  of  indebted  banks  is  an- 
nexed, most  of  which  gave  collateral  security. — 
The  remaining  dues  from  them  to  the  treasurer,  on 
defaults  accruing  between  1834  and  October,  1837, 
though  at  first  very  large,  have  been  reduced  to 
about  $2,400,000,  and  most,  if  not  all,  of  these 
debts,  with  some  others,  owing  to  public  disbursing 
officers,  for  money  on  deposite,  it  is  confidently  ex- 
pected, will  in  the  end  be  paid. 

The  first  instalment  due  from  those  which  have 
since  executed  other  bonds  and  given  new  security 
under  the  act  of  October,  1837,  has  been  promptly 
met,  and  portions  of  the  second  have  already  been 
advanced  by  some  of  them.  Suits  are  pending  against 
only  two.  on  account  of  their  liabilities. 

Thirdly.  The  eventual  losses  sustained  from  re- 
ceivers and  collectors,  while,  as  apart  of  the  bank  de- 
posite system,  they  were  collecting  the  public  fund,!, 
to  be  afterwards  placed  for  safe-keeping  in  banks, 
were,  at  the  last  session,  estimated  at  a sum  ranging 
from  $900,000  to  $1,200,000.  (See  printed  report 
to  house  of  representatives  28th  February,  1833, 
Wo.  101.) 

Collateral  security  had  generally  been  taken  of 
these  officers;  but  in  former  times  it  was  not  al- 
ways in  so  large  amounts  and  with  so  great  care  as 
of  late;  and  consequently  most  of  the  foregoing 
losses  happened  many  years  ago. 

A list  of  all  those  officers  who,  on  the  12th  of 
October,  1837,  the  time  designated  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  house  of  representatives,  stood  on  the 
books  of  the  treasury  as  having  neglected  to  settle 
their  accounts  in  season,  may  be  seen,  with  the 
amount  charged  to  each,  in  the  printed  report  made 
on  the  15th  of  January  last,  (document  No.  111.) 
But  several  of  these  were  not  then  actually  indebt- 
ed to  the  United  States,  though,  having  neglected 
to  adjust  their  accounts  at  the  treasury,  they  caine 
within  the  express  words  of  the  resolution,  and 
consequently  were  included.  Some  defaults  have 
occurred  or  been  discovered  since  October,  1837; 
but  it  is  not  apprehended  that  any  losses  will  ulti- 
mately be  sustained  from  them,  eycept  in  the  case 
of  the  former  collector  of  New  York.  That  case 
has  been  recently  detected,  and  the  defalcations  are 
supposed  to  have  been  continued  for  many  years, 
and  to  have  reached  a large  amount.  From  their 
character  they  could  perhaps  have  been  effectually 
prevented  only  by  penalties  for  false  returns,  a sys- 
tem of  cash  duties,  and  personal  inspections  of  mo- 
ney and  vouchers,  with  punishments  for  misuse  of 
the  public  funds,  similar  to  what  was  urged  in  the 
report  from  this  department  on  the  finances  in  Sep- 
tember, 1837.  It  is  intended  to  make  the  particu- 
lars of  this  case  the  subject  of  a special  report  to 
the  president  for  the  consideration  of  congress. 

The  requirement  of  collateral  bonds  has  undoubt- 
edly diminished  many  of  the  losses  before  mention- 
ed. But  notwithstanding  every  precaution  and 
security  heretofore  in  force,  the  whole  of  these 
defaults,  whether  by  collectors,  receivers,  or.  banks, 
have  occurred  under  the  old  systems  of  making 
deposites  in  a United  States  bank  or  state  banks  for 
safe  custody. 

Under  either-  of  those  systems,  if  unreformed, 
congress  must  continue  to  employ  officers  to  col- 
lect the  public  money,  as  well  as  banks  to  keep  it 
after  collected,  with  all  the  former  risks,  and  proba- 
ble losses  incident  to  both  classes  of  agents.  But 
the  proposed  plan  ofan  independenttreasury,with  all 
its  checks  and  guards,  will  diminish  the  number  of 
risks,  and  tend,  in  several  respects,  to  strengthen 


the  public  security.  By  requiring  the  officers  now 
employed  in  collections  to  hold  most  of  the  money 
for  a time  in  deposite,  it  adopts  only  a part  of  the 
agents  under  either  of  the  former  systems;  and 
hence,  dispensing  with  the  banks,  unless  it  may  be 
for  a few  strictly  special  deposites,  avoids  most,  if 
not  all,  of  the  risks  and  losses  which  have  been  sus- 
tained from  that  class  of  agents. 

It  is  true  that  under  this  plan  it  is  contemplated 
to  impose  on  collecting  officers  the  duty  of  keeping 
somewhat  longer,  in  a few  cases,  and  in  sums  some- 
what larger  in  others,  the  money  which,  under  the 
other  systems  since  1789,  those  officers  have  col- 
lected; and  three  or  four  new  officers  are  proposed 
to  be  established,  to  hold  general  receipts  in  depo- 
site at  a few  central  points.  These  changes  are 
all  the  materials  ones  which  have  been  recom- 
mended on  this  point.  But,  to  increase  the  pub- 
lic security  under  all  duties,  new  or  old,  as  well 
as  those  of  any  new  agents,  ample  bonds  are  to  be 
required;  occasional  examinations  of  their  funds  and 
accounts,  of  a new  and  rigorous  character,  intro- 
duced; the  use  of  the  former  strictly  prohibited; 
and  new  and  severe  penalties  should  be  imposed  on 
fraud,  falsehood  in  returns,  and  embezzlements,  by 
rendering  them  penitentiary  offences. 

Honest  diligence  can  never  suffer  by  these  changes, 
while  carelessness  in  business  and  laxily  of  prin- 
ciple will  be  prevented,  or  exposed  and  properly 
rebuked. 

Additional  safeguards  like  these  are  also  of  vital 
importance  in  a moral  view,  by  more  effectually 
preventing  as  well  as  punishing  wrong. 

They  are,  therefore,  earnestly  urged  again  on  the 
consideration  of  congress.  Whether  looking  to  fur- 
ther security  or  other  important  ends,  orie  of  the 
most  desirable  alterations  which  is  incorporated 
into  the  plan  of  an  independent  treasury,  provides 
that  any  use  of  the  public  money  for  private  pur- 
poses be  hereafter  considered  illegal,  and  punished 
as  a dangerous  breach  of  trust.  The  experience  of 
the  last  few  years  demonstrates  the  propriety  of 
such  an  organic  change  in  our  system,  whoever  and 
whatever  may  be  the  fiscal  agents  employed.  The 
change,  so  far  as  respects  mere  collecting  and  dis- 
bursing officers,  will  have  a decisive  tendency  to 
preserve  not  only  the  government,  but  them  and 
their  securities,  from  those  losses  which  it  was  never 
contemplalcd  they  should  hazard,  by  making  loans 
or  speculations  with  funds  held  in  sacred  trust  for 
purposes  entirely  public  in  their  character,  and  con- 
stant in  their  demands.  Had  such  a provision  been 
adopted  early  in  our  legislation,  doubtless  it  would 
have  pievented  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  losses  here- 
tofore sustained  from  those  classes  of  officers,  and 
much  wretchedness  which  has  befallen  both  princi- 
pals and  sureties.  Some  of  the  earliest  acts  of  con- 
gress wisely  prevented  officers  of  the  customs  and 
of  the  treasury  department  from  being  concerned  in 
commerce,  or  dealing  in  the  public  lands  or  public 
stocks.  These  restrictions  were  doubtless  intro- 
duced chiefly  with  a view  to  remove  the  temptation 
and  hazard  incident  to  the  possession  of  the  public 
money.  But  the  prohibition  to  employ  that  money 
for  private  purposes,  under  severe  penalties,  has 
not  yet  been  introduced,  except  in  substance  in  the 
mint,  by  making  embezzlements  there  punishable 
as  felonies.  Its  expediency  has  been  urged  by  the 
department  heretofore,  and  seems  confirmed  by  ex- 
perience as  well  as  theory.  The  success  of  such  a 
provision  in  the  mint,  where  no  losses,  from  its  es- 
tablishment to  the  present  moment,  have  for  so 
many  years,  and  after  having  the  custody  of  so  many 
millions  of  money,  been  known  to  occur,  is  a very 
striking  illustration  of  its  efficacy. 

Finding  that  no  new  act  on  this  and  some  similar 
points  was  passed  by  congress  at  its  late  session,' a 
circular,  bearing  on  them,  was  issued  by  this  de- 
partment soon  after  the  adjournment,  a copy  of 
which  is  annexed. 

In  regard  to  deposite  agents,  heretofore  consisting 
chiefly  of  banks,  the  change  from  former  usages, 
which  would  be  introduced  by  such  a prohibition, 
would  be  greater.  But  the  present  condition  of  the 
treasury  and  of  the  country  is  highly  auspicious  for 
the  reform.  Diminished  as  is1  the  balance  of  the 
public  money  now  on  hand,  and  manifest  as  is  the 
policy  of  the  government  to  keep  it  so  hereafter,  the 
apparent  pecuniary  disadvantage  caused  either  to 
the  banks  or  to  their  customers  would  be  slighter 
than  at  any  former  period. 

In  the  mean  time,  and  under  the  speculating 
mania  of  the  age,  the  alteration  would  yield  a most 
valuable  protection  against  the  recurrence  of  disas- 
trous adventures,  so  far  as  stimulated  by  the  more 
easy  loans  of  such  funds,  through  bank  depositories, 
and  against  the  consequent  losses  to  the  institutions 
themselves,  as  well  as  bankruptcies  and  misery  to 
numerous  individuals. 

Above  all  other  considerations  in  favor  of  this 
change,  if  we  advert  to  sound  views  in  political 


economy,  will  be  its  influence  in  removing  eveiy 
temptation  to  the  dangerous  disposition  to  increase 
taxes  or  revenue  on  account  of  their  incidental  use 
for  assistance  and  capital  in  private  enterprises.  It 
would  also-restore  official  practice  to  the  true  theory 
of  the  constitution,  which,  in  its  primitive  purity, 
must  undoubtedly  have  intended  that  the  public 
money  should  be  collected  solely  for  public  pur- 
poses, and  should  be  kept,  not  for  the  emolument  of 
individuals  or  corporations,  but  for  the  single  object 
of  meeting,  with  promptitude  and  fidelity,  the  obli- 
gations of  the  government. 

Originally,  the  departure  in  practice  from  this 
theory  was  not,  in  any  case,  even  in  implied  terms, 
allowed  by  congress.  It  was  permitted  only  by 
early  construction  of  the  treasury  department;  and 
in  relation  to  deposite  banks  alone,  for  the  benefit, 
through  them,  of  the  mercantile  interest,  which 
constituted  their  principal  customers  and  owners. 
But  since  the  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt, 
and  the  accumulation  of  large  balances  in  the  trea- 
sury, this  departure  has  been  expressly  sanctioned 
by  congress,  in  the  deposite  act  of  1S36,  and  has 
tended^  very  undesignedly,  without  doubt,  to  place 
the  government  in  the  invidious  attitude  of  a great 
money  lender  of  its  current  funds,  rather  than  of  a 
surplus,  and  that  for  the  apparent  benefit,  not  of 
public  bodies,  such  as  states,  or  of  all  persons  equal- 
ly, but  of  particular  corporations  and  particular 
classes  of  society  immediately  connected  with  them. 
Besides  this,  the  public  servants,  however  scrupu- 
lous, have  thus  become  exposed  to  the  grossest  im- 
putations of  favoritism,  partiality,  and  corruption,  in 
making  these  indirect  loans.  A radical  change  in 
the  system,  in  this  respect,  is,  therefore,  very  desi- 
rable; and,  by  preventing  any  individual  or  corpor- 
ate employment  of  the  public  money,  would  render 
both  the  possession  and  the  superintendence  cf  it, 
which  are  now  objects  of  just  jealousy,  but  mere 
naked  powers,  and,  by  their  great  responsibility, 
dangerous  ofily  to  their  possessors.  They  would 
become  entirely  useless  for  either  political  influence 
or  private  emolument,  and  could  contribute  nothing 
to  the  depraved  appetite  of  the  age  for  power-and 
speculation. 

But  important  as  are  the  eventual  safety  of  the 
public  money  and  purity  cf  character  in  its  man- 
agement, it  must  be  manifest,  from  the  remarks  al- 
ready made,  and  from  the  warning  events  of  the  last 
two  years,  that  legislation  should  look  not^  only  to 
them,  but  much  further. 

Recent  occurrences  have  shown  that  the  whole 
treasure  of  the  United  States,  when  entrusted  to 
banks,  is  liable,  in  critical  periods,  to  be  swept  at 
once  Irom  the  use  and  conirol  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. 

The  good  faith  of  the  union  may  thus  be  sudden- 
ly placed  in  extreme  jeopardy.  Indeed,  it  will  be 
fortunate  if  the  accumulated  ills  of  a broken  public 
credit  throughout  the  land  are  not  actually  added, 
and  are  not  visited  on  the  labor  and  pursuits  of  the 
whole  people.  It  follows,  therefore,  though  banking 
institutions  have  never  been  regarded  by  the  un- 
dersigned as  a class  of  agents  generally  unsafe, 
when  looking  to  eventual  losses,  and  though  the  ad- 
ditional securities  and  prohibitions  before  mention- 
ed might  be  incorporated  into  some  system  of  banks, 
but  with  less  facility  than  into  the  plan  of  an  indepen- 
dent treasury,  that  the  great  and  wide  spread  danger 
experienced  of  late  from  the  employment  of  banks 
as  fiscal  depositories  is  one  which  ought,  if  possible, 
to  be  avoided.  Arising,  as  it  does,  from  their  liabil- 
ity to  a general  suspension  of  specie  payments,  the 
individual  officers  who  hold  money  on  deposite  are 
exposed  to  no  such  calamity;  and  when  the  recent 
suspension  happened,  the  specie  in  the  possession  of 
many  of  them  proved  exceedingdy  seasonable  and 
useful  in  discharging  the  .public  obligations  in  the 
manner  imperatively  required  by  law  Though  an 
apparent  security  against  some  of  the  mortilying 
embarrassments  resulting  from  such  a general  sus- 
pension might  be  obtained  by  adopting  a system  of 
special  deposites,  yet,  in  order  to  render  such  de- 
posites convenient  in  fiscal  operations,  the  banks 
must,  as  heretofore  explained,  have  access  to  the. 
funds,  and  be  tempted  in  an  emergency  to  use  them. 
The  changes  which  have  been  proposed  in  keeping 
the  public  money  by  an  independent  treasury"  would 
entirely  obviate  most  of  these  dangers. 

If  individual  agents  were  chiefly  employed,  if  the 
several  checks  and  securities  proposed  were  adopted, 
and  if  the  use  of  the  public  moneyfor  private  pur- 
poses were  prohibited,  under  severe  penalties,  can- 
dor must  concede  that  there  would  be  much  less  ten- 
dency to  any  of  the  evils  heretofore  described,  and 
none  to  the  greatest  of  all  disasters  in  fiscal  agents — 
a general  refusal  to  meet  their  liabilities  in  a legal 
manner. 

No  cause  either  for  special  favor  or  hostility  be- 
tween the  banks  and  the  government  would  then  ex- 
ist. Without  any  alliance,  offensive  or  defensive, 
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between  them,  an  appropriate  and  occasional  use 
would  still  be  made  of  the  banks  by  the  treasury,  as 
is  done  by  others,  whenever  convenience  should  re- 
quire it.  But  neither  party  would  be  forced  into  a 
species  of  vassalage;  a constant,  necessary,  and  de- 
pendent connexion,  which,  in  the  recent  crisis,  has 
been  found  not  only  perilous  to  public  credit,  but 
derogatory  to  one  of  the  parties,  and  subjecting  both 
to  continued  imputations  of  those  unworthy  in- 
fluences so  disreputable  to  the  community  as  well  as 
the  government. 

Oil  the  whole,  it  is  apparent  that  the  system  of  an 
independent  treasury  is  more  plain  and  simple,  in  its 
arrangements  than  any  other,  and  much  more  ac- 
cordant with  that  originally  in  use  after  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution. 

It  is  truer  to  the  spirit  of  that  sacred  instrument 
and  those  elementary  self-sustaining  principles 
which  belong  to  an  independent  government. 

It  is  more  free  from  several  formidable  dangers; 
and,  under  the  additional  guards  and  restrictions  pro- 
posed, is  likely  to  unite  alt  attainable  security,  with 
efficiency  and  purity,  in  the  custody  of  the  public 
funds. 

In  fine,  experience  has  furnished  satisfactory 
proof  that  the  collecting  officers  can,  in  most  places, 
keep  and  disburse  as  well  as  collect  the  public  dues, 
without  great  inconvenience;  and  that  the  exclusive 
employment  of  banks  as  deposits  agents,  though  not 
regarded  as  comparatively  unsafe  in  relation  to 
eventual  payments,  has  proved  embarrassing  and  dan- 
gerous, in  other  respects,  and  is  unnecessary,  pro- 
vided a few  additional  receivers,  and  the  additional 
regulations,  checks,  and  securities,  which  have 
been  urged  in  respect  to  collecting  officers,  are 
adopted. 

IX.  ON  SEVERAL  MISCELLANEOUS  MATTERS. 

Separate  reports  will  soon  be  made  on  various 
other  matters  of  public  interest  confided  to  the 
charge  of  this  department.  * 

These  will  include  one  on  the  progress  made  in 
the  manufacture  of  weights  and  measures,  and  their 
distribution  among  the  different  states  and  custom- 
houses, as  well  as  on  the  important  survey  of  the 
Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States.  Another  will 
be  submitted  on  the  erection  and  discontinuance  of 
light-houses;  and  others  on  the  alfairs  of  the  gene- 
ral land  office,  and  the  mint  and  its  branches. 

Since  last  December,  the  sixth  instalment  due 
from  France,  and  the  fifth  from  Naples,  for  indem- 
nities, after  being  punctually  paid,  have  been  trans- 
fer^d  to  this  country,  and  distributed  among  the 
claimants.  Notice  has  also  been  recently  received, 
that  the  arrearages  of  interest  due  from  France  up- 
on the  first  tour  instalments  have  been  paid,  and 
the  amounts,  exceeding  a million  of  francs,  will  be 
forth  with  adjusted  with  those  entitled  to  it. 

The  Smithsonian  legacy,  amounting  to  more  than 
half  a million  of  dollars,  has  been  received  and  in- 
vested. For  particulars,  reference  can  be  had  to  a 
special  report  which  will  be  made  to  the  president 
and  laid  before  congress  under  a resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives. 

At  an  early  day  it  is  intended  to  submit  to  that 
house  a valuable  collection  of  facts,  in  compliance 
with  its  resolution  calling  for  information  concern- 
ing the  number  of  steamboats,  locomotives,  and 
other  machinery  moved  by  steam  within  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  the  causes  of  the  explosion  in 
steam  boilers,  and  various  matters  connected  with 
that  interesting  subject. 

Such  other  questions  of  minor  importance  as 
have  been  referred  to  this  office  wiil  be  answered  as 
early  as  practicable. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  undersigned  will  not  be  re- 
garded as  too  importunate,  if  lie  again  expresses  an 
earnest  desire  for  a re-organization  of  the  treasury 
department. 

With  some  slight  changes,  rendered  proper  by 
new  leaislation  since  1835,  the  less  complex  and 
more  efficient  system  at  that  time  recommended  in 
a separate  report  would  be  a great  improvement. 

That  portion  of  it,  proposing  a separation  of  the 
duties  of  commissioner  of  the  customs  from  those 
of  comptrolling  accounts,  and  requiring  the  undi- 
vided attention  of  one  bureau  to  ej.ch  subject,  is  of 
the  most  pressing  importance,  and  would  greatly 
conduce  to  promptitude,  exactness,  and  skill  in  the 
respective  business  of  each. 

An  alteration  in  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal 
year,  and  a revision  of  the  number  and  compensa- 
tion of  custom-house  officers,  and  also  of  several 
laws  connected  with  the  collection  of  the  imposts, 
are  measures  still  as  desirable  as  when  they  were 
heretofore  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  con- 
gress. Some  legal  provision  ou  the  subject  of  re- 
turn duties,  regulating  the  manner  of  keeping  them 
while  under  protest,  and  the  mode  of  repayment,  is 
necessary  to  remove  doubts  and  promote  the  public 
security.  The  employment  of  more  boys  in  the 
merchant  service  is,  in  some  degree,  connected  with 


the  customs,  on  account  of  its  tendency  to  afford 
additional  protection  to  the  lives  and  property  en- 
gaged in  commerce,  as  well  as  to  improve  the  mo- 
rals of  mariners,  and  prevent  smuggling,  mutinies, 
and  piracies. 

The  encouragement  by  law  of  such  an  acquisi- 
tion to  the  marine  of  our  country,  by  soon  bringing 
into  active  usefulness  a class  of  intelligent,  vir- 
tuous, and  able  seamen,  would  tend  materially  to 
avert  some  of  the  numerous  evils  from  that  quarter, 
which  now  bear  upon  commercial  energy  and  pros- 
perity. Respectfully,  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Hon.  Jas.  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  house  of  representatives. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

THIRD  SESSION — SENATE. 

December  10.  The  president  of  the  senate  an- 
nounced as  a committee  on  the  public  buildings, 
Messrs.  Fulton,  (chairman,)  Bayard  and  Rives,  in 
consequence  of  a rule  adopted  at  the  last  session. 

The  president  presented  reports  from  the  war, 
navy,  and  post  office  departments,  and  from  the  se- 
cretary of  the  senate,  showing  an  account  of  their 
contingent  expenditures  &c.,  which  were  severally 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a special  report  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  relation  to  the  re- 
cent defalcations  in  the  New  Yorkcustorn  house. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  would  not  now  make  any 
motion  of  reference,  but  simply  that  it  be  printed; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Knight  introduced  a resolution  calling  on 
the  president  of  the  United  States  for  information 
in  relation  to  any  moneys  received  from  the  Smith- 
son  estate  in  London,  and,  if  any  received,  what 
disposition  of  them  had  been  made,  8cc.;  but  the 
chair  having  announced  that  there  was  an  executive 
communication  in  relation  to  that  subject  on  the 
table,  it  wras  withdrawn. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Sumpter,  of 
South  Carolina,  was  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Linn  presevted  the  credentials  of  his  hono- 
rable colleague,  col.  Benton,  elected  for  the  fourth 
time  to  the  senate  from  the  state  of  Missouri,  which 
were  accordingly  read. 

A number  of  private  petitions  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Hubbard , Bayard , Olay,  of  Alabama,  Smith, 
of  Conn.,  Williams , Knight,  Niles , Roane,  Robbins, 
Rives,  Crittenden,  Morris,  and  Pierce. 

Mr.  Fulton  presented  certain  joint  resolutions  of 
the  legislature  of.  Arkansas,  recommending  a ces- 
sion of  the  public  lands  to  the  states  wherein  they 
lie.  Also,  praying  an  extension  of  the  act  allowing 
soldiers  of  the  late  war  to  locate  their  bounty  lands; 
and  for  an  appropriation  making  improvements  in 
the  navigation  of  the  Black,  White,  and  other  ri- 
vers, which  were  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  Fallon  also  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  relief  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Arkansas,  who  have  lost  their 
improvements  in  consequence  of  a treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Choctaw  Indians. 

Mr.  Davis  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  intro- 
duce a bill  to  allow  interest  to  the  several  states  for 
disbursements  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  during 
the  late  war. 

Mr.  Fulton,  pursuant  to  notice,  brought  in  a bill 
to  set  apart  a belt  of  land  on  the  western  borders  of 
Arkansas,  as  bounty  lands  for  those  who  may  en- 
gage in  defence  of  the  western  frontiers. 

Mr.  Foster  introduced  a bill  requiring  the  district 
judges  of  East  and  West  Tennessee  to.hold  a court 
in  Jackson,  in  said  state. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  introduced  a bill  to  esta- 
blish an  additional  land  district  in  the  state  of  Ala- 
bama. 

Mr.  Tipton  introduced  a bill  to  provide  for  the 
better  security  of  emigrant  and  other  Indians  west 
of  the  Mississippi  and  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Wall  introduced  a bill  the  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States; 

And  the  bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of 
coins,  and  for  the  punishment  thereof;  which  were 
severally  read  twice,  and  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  reduc- 
tion and  graduation  of  the  price  of  public  lands,  re- 
ported the  same,  with  an  amendment. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Norvell  on 
Thursday  last  in  relation  to  inquiring  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  increasing  the  salary  of  the  district 
judge  of  Michigan  was  taken  up  and  so  amended  as 
to  embrace  the  district  judges  of  all  the  other  states 
in  the  union. 

The  resolutions  introduced  by  Mr.  Tipton  in  re- 
lation to  the-  completion  of  the  Cumberland  road, 


published  in  last  week’s  Register,  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Young  introduced  the  following: 

Resolved,  J’liat  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
.slrucicd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
hospital  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick  and  disabled 
boatmen  and  passengers  navigating  the  Mississippi  and 
Ohio  rivers,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  in  the 
state  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Clay , of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  the  re- 
solution by  striking  out  the  restriction  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio  river  and  the  Illinois  side,  and  making 
the  inquiry  as  to  the  erection  of  a hospital  at  or 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  on  either  side  of  that 
liver.  He  said  he  could  see  no  reason  for  Ihe  re- 
striction proposed,  as  a site -equally  eligible  might 
probably  be  found  on  the  south  as  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river. 

Mr.  Linn  remarked  that  provision  had  already 
been  made  by  law  for  the  erection  of  hospitals  on 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  and  the  sites  had 
been  selected  for  that  purpose  by  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  executive.  He  suggested  this  to 
the  mover  of  the  resolution,  as  it  might  have  es- 
caped his  recollection. 

Mr.  Young  said,  in  reply,  that  there  had  been 
much  dissatisfaction  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
commissioners,  and  Mr.  Y.  believed,  that  an  over- 
sight had  been  committed  by  them  in  regard  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio.  It  was  often  the  case  that  ves- 
sels in  the  Mississippi  were  prevented  by  the  ice 
from 'proceeding  up  the  Ohio  at  all,  and  from  pro- 
ceeding further  up  the  Mississippi  than  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio,  below  which  point  the  Missis- 
sissippi  was  always  open.  It  was,  therefore,  evi- 
dently important  that  there  should  be  a hospital  at 
that  point,  and  Mr.  Y.  represented  the  Illinois  side 
as  much  the  most  eligible  under  existing  circum- 
stances. 

Mr.  Davis  spoke  in  favor  of  the  inquiry  pro-, 
posed  by  the  resolution,  and  alluded  to  various  par- 
ticulars on  the  subject  of  hospitals,  in  regard  to 
which  information  was.  wanting,  which  lie  hoped 
would  be  procured  by  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tipton,  the  resolution  was,  for 
the  present,  laid  on  the  table  till  the  senate  could 
be  better  informed  as  to  the  propriety  of  adopting 
it,  and  as  to  the  form  in  which  it  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Williams  introduced  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  he  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  or 
repealing  an  act  for  the  more  equitable  administration 
of  the  navy  pension  fund,  passed  March  3,  1837. 

Mr.  Linn  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
ask  leav£  to  introduce  the  following  bills:  . 

A bill  to  transfer  to  the  citizens  of  Concordia,  in 
the  state  of  Louisiana,  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  to  a certain  tract  of  land. 

A bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  Loui- 
siana. 

A bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the  Oua- 
chita land  district,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana. 

A bill  to  confirm  claims  to  lands  in  the  district 
between  the  Rio  Hairdo  and  Sabine  rivers. 

A bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  “an  act  for  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  adjust  the  claim's 
to  reservations  of  land  under  the  fourteenth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  with 
the  Choctaw  Indians.” 

A bill  to  continue  in  force  the  “act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri,” 
approved  0th  July,  1832,  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  2d  March,  1833. 

A bill  to  provide  for  the  legal  adjudication  and 
settlement  of  a claim  granted  by  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment to  J ulien  Dubuque. 

A bill  to  continue  in  force  the  “act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  private  land, claims  in  Misssouri,” 
approved  9th  July.,  1832,  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  2d  March,  1833. 

A bill  to  authorize  the  Washington  county  turn- 
pike company,  in  the  state  o f Missouri,  to  construct 
a road  through  the  public  lands. 

A bill  to  authorize  the  occupation  of  the  Colum- 
bia or  Oregon  territory. 

A bill  to  provide  for  the  legal  adjudication  and 
settlement  of  the  claims  to  land  under  the  grants  or 
concessions  made  to  the  baron  Bastrop,  the  marquis 
de  Maison  Rouge,  and  others,  in  Louisiana;  and 
•Elisha, William,  and  Gabrie  l Winters*  and  others,  in 
Arkansas. 

Mr.  LA/on  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A bill  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  certain 
roads  begun  by  the  United  States  in  the  state  of 
Michigan. 

A bill  granting  to  the  county  of  Kalamazoo,  in 
the  state  of  Michigan,  ihe  right  of  pre-emption  to 
a quartersection  of  land,  and  for  other  purpose-. 

A bill  to  create  an  additional  land  office  in  the 
state  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes.  ' 

A bill  to  change  the  location  of  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  of  the  district  composed  of  the  states 
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of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan,  and  for  other  pur- 

P°Notices  of  leave  for  a number  of  private  bills 
were  also  given.  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lumpkin,  the  senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  election  of  chaplain;  when  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Sheer,  havingreceived  a majority  of  the  votes,  was 
declared  duly  elected. 

The  senate  then  went  into  the  consideration  ot 
executive  business,  and  shortly  alter  adjourned. 

December  11.  Petitions  and  memorials  were  pre- 
sented by  Messrs,  Foster,  Calhoun,  Lumpkin,  Tip- 
ton,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Roane,  and  Niles. 

Mr.  Linn  brought  in  the  several  bills  of  which 
notice  had  been  given  by  him  yesterday. 

Mr., Denis,  pursuant  to  notice,  brought  in  a bill 
to  allow  interest  to  the  several  stares  tor  disburse- 
ments in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late 
war. 

Mr.  Lyon  and  Mr.  Fulton  also  brought  in  the 
several  bills  of  which  they  had  before  given  no- 
tice. 

The  resolution  introduced  yesterday  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, in  relation  to  amending  or  repealing  the  act 
for  the  more  equitable  administration  of  the  navy 
pension  fund,  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  yesterday  in  re- 
lation to  the  establishment  of  a hospital  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio  river,  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  for  sick 
and  disabled  boatmen  and  passengers  navigating 
the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration,  and,  after  being  amended,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  so  as  to  read  “at  or  near 
the  mouth  of  (he  Ohio,”  and  after  being  further 
amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  so  as 
to  read  “and  also  at  Evansville,  in  the  state  of  In- 
diana,” was  adopted. 

The  senate  held  a short  executive  session,  and 
then  adjourned. 

December  12.  Memorials  and  petitions  were 
presented  by  Messrs.  King,  McKean,  Preston,  Smith, 
of  Conn.,  IValker,  Hubbard,  Roane,  Ruchanan, 
(from  commodore  David  Porter, )Fulton,  (from  the 
legislature  of  Arkansas,  asking  that  the  franking 
privilege  may  be  extended  to  governor’s  of  states,) 
Tipton,  and  Davis. 

Bills  were  introduced,  viz:  By  Mr.  Lyon,  mak- 

ing appropriations  for  the  completion  of  < ertain 
roads  begun  by  the  United  States  in  the  (then  ter- 
ritory) state  of  Michigan. 

By  Mr.  Wall,  a bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  a bill  to  pre- 
vent the  counterfeiting  of  foreign  copper,  gold,  and 
silver  coins,  and  to  prohibit  the  bringing  the  same 
into  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  McKean,  a bill  to  continue  in  force  the 
act  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  persons  disabled  by 
known  wounds  during  the  late  war. 

By  Mr.  Rives,  a bill  regulating  the  pay  of  mas- 
ters in  the  navy. 

By  Mr.  Davis,  a bill  to  provide  for  the  final  set- 
tlement and  payment  of  the  claims  of  states  upon 
the  United  -States  for  interest  upon  the  advances 
made  by  them  during  the  last  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. . . 

By  Mr.  Tipton,  a bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road  in  the  states 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.,  a bili  to  relinquish  to  the 
state  of  Alabama  the  two  per  cent,  fund  reserved  to 
that  state,  by  the  act  providing  (or  her  admission 
into  the  union,  to  be  applied  to  the  making  of  roads 
leading  to  said  state. 

A bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Alabama,  Florida  and 
Georgia  railroad  company;  and 

A bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Selma  and  Tennes- 
see railroad  companj^. 

By  Mr.  Young,  a bill  authorizing  the  president 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  reserved  lead 
mines  in  the  state  ol  Illinois  and  territories  of  Wis- 
consin and  Iowa  to  be  sold  as  other  public  lands. 

Also,  a bill  granting  to  the  the  Galena  and  Chi- 
cago Union  railroad  company  the  right  of  way 
over  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  the  following,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  in- 
structed to  communicate  to  the  senate  the  sums  of  mo- 
ney paid  out  of  the  treasury  under  private  appropria- 
tions made,  or  private  bills  passed  by  congress  since 
the  first  Monday  in  December,  1833,  distinguishing  the 
amount  thereof  made  at  each  session  of  congress  dur- 
ing the  same  period,  and  persons  to  whom  and  for 
what  purpose  paid,  and  also  what  sums,  if  any,  re- 
main unpaid.  ■ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robbins,  an  order  was  agreed 
to  for  the  appointment  of  a joint  library  committee, 
and  the  chair  nominated  Messrs.  Robbins,  Allen, 
and  Wall,  on  the  part  of  the  senate. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  McKean, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  al- 
lowance for  house  rent  to  the  officers  of  the  navy  yard 
at  Philadelphia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fulton, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  inio  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  to  ej^tble  the  secretary  of  war  to  continue 
the  service  of  a suitable  boat  and  crews,  to  be  employ- 
ed in  preventing  the  formation  of  a raft  in  Red  river, 
in  that  part  of  said  river  from  which  the  old  raft  has 
been  removed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  senate,  at  as  early  a period  as 
practicable,  the  number  of  superficial  acres  within 
each  of  the  states  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  entered 
in  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek  with  the  Choc- 
taw Indians,  designating  in  said  report  what  quantity 
of  said  land  in  each  of  said  states  has  been  surveyed, 
what  quantity  still  remains  unsurveyed,  what  portion 
has  been  offered  at  public  sale,  how  much  has  been 
sold;  and  what  quantity  is  now  subject  to  entry  at  pri- 
vate sale,  in  each  ol  said  states. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Young, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  senate  whether  certain  exiles 
from  Poland,  to  whom  a grant  of  thirty-six  sections 
of  land  was  made  by  the  act  of  congress  of  June  30, 
1834,  upon  certain  conditions  expressed  in  said  act, 
have  complied  with  said  conditions;  and  if  not,  whe- 
ther the  said  grant  will  be  considered  as  forfeited  by  the 
department,  and  the  lands  selected  by  their  agent  on 
the  waters  of  Rock  river,  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  sub- 
ject to  sale  and  entry  as  other  public  lands,  without  fur- 
ther legislation  on  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tipton, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  transmit  to  the  senate  a plot  of  the  townships 
ot  public  lands  through  which  the  line  of  a road  from 
New  Albany,  by  Corydon,  Fredonia,  and  Princeton, 
Indiana,  to  Mount  Carmel,  Illinois,  will  pass,  distin- 
guishing between  the  tracts  of  land  remaining  unsold 
and  those  which  have  been  sold  and  situate  within  six 
miles  of  said  road. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  reduction  and  gradua- 
tion of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  came  up  in  its 
order. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  by  Mr.  Walk- 
er, from  the  committee,  to  strike  out  from  the  bill 
the  provision  reducing  the  price  of  the  public  lands 
ultimately  to  fifty  cents  per  acre,  and  letting  it 
stand  at  75  cents  as  the  minimum. 

Mr.  Walker  explained  the  object  of  the  amend- 
ment to  be  to  reduce  the  bill  to  the  precise  form 
in  which  it  passed  the  senate  last  session. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  hoped  the  proposed  reduction 
would  be  adopted,  as  being  of  great  advantage  to 
the  new  states.  As  it  was  desirable  that  the  bill 
should  be  sent  to  the  other  branch  as  speedily  as 
possible,  he  expressed  an  earnest  wish  that  the  se- 
nate would  act  on  it  at  once. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.had  not  expected  this  measure, 
which  was  of  inconceivable  importance,  would 
have  come  up  so  soon,  and  he  was  therefore  un- 
prepared for  it.  His  opinion  of  the  impolicy 
of  disturbing  the  present  land  system,  especially  at 
this  time,  was  well  known,  and  had  undergone  no 
change.  He  wished  it  postponed  to  another  day, 
say  Monday,  when  he  would  be  prepared  to  go  into 
its  consideration. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  would  not  have  objected  to  the 
motion,  had  not  the  measure  already  undergone  so 
full  and  recent  a discussion  in  that  house,  and  no- 
thing bad  occurred  during  the  recess  to  give  any 
new  ground  of  opposition  to  it.  He  hoped  the  se- 
nate would  not  postpone  it. 

The  bill  was,  however,  postponed  till  Monday, 
and  made  the  order  for  that  day. 

After  a short  executive  session 
The  senate  adjourned. 

December  13.  Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee 
on  finance,  reported  a bill  for  the  further  postpone- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposite  with  the 
states. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  moved  to  amend  the  same  by 
making  the  postponement  to  a definite  period,  viz: 
until  the  1st  of  January,  1840. 

On  this  motion,  a protracted  debate  ensued, 
which  lasted  till  near  4 o’clock.  Messrs.  Clay,  of 
Ky.  Preston,  Tallmadge,  and  Rives,  supported  the 
amendment,  audit  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wright, 
Benton,  Calhoun,  Niles  and  Brown,  after  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  subject  was  ordered  to 
lie  over  till  the  next  meeting  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Wright  gave  notice  of  his  intentions  to  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a bill  more  effectually  to  secure 
public  money  in  the  hands  of  officers  and  agents  of 
the  government,  and  to  punish  public  defaulters. 

Sundry  private  bills  were  acted  upon,  and  se- 
veral petitions  presented  as  usual. 

The  hon.  Thomas  H.  Williams,  appointed  by 
the  governor  of  Mississippi  senator  from  that, 


state,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  re- 
signation of  the  hon.  Mr.  Trotter,  appeared,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

house  or  representatives. 

Monday,  Dec.  10.  In  pursuance  of  the  order  of 
the  house  of  -Thursday,  the  6th  December,  1838, 
the  following  standing  committees  were  appointed, 
viz: 

Committee  of  elections.  Messrs.  Buchanan,  Grif- 
fin, Hawkins,  Maury,  of  Tenn.,  Towns,  Bronson, 
Hastings,  Rives,  Swearingen. 

Committee  of  ways  and  means.  Messrs.  Carnbre- 
leng,  Sergeant,  Jones,  of  Va.,  Atherton,  Haynes, 
Rencher,  Pope,  Rhett,  Webster. 

Committee  of  claims.  Messrs.  Chambers,  Dar- 
lington, Russell,  Campbell,  of  Tenn.,  Stuart,  Wil- 
liams, of  N.H.,  Gray,  Saltonstall,  Giddings. 

Committee  on  commerce.  Messrs.  Cushman,  De 
Graff,  Toland,  Curtis,  Mason,  of  Va.,  Worthing- 
ton, Johnson,  of  La.,  Montgomery,  Riley. 

Committee  on  public  lands.  Messrs.  Casey,  Wil- 
liams, of  N.  C.,  Lincoln,  Chapman,  Shields,  Loom- 
is, Murray,  of  Ky.,  Duncan,  Word. 

Committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads. 
Messrs.  Connor,  Briggs,  Hall,  Hopkins,  Hubley, 
Calhoon,  of  Ky.,  Towns,  Palmer,  Leadbetter. 

Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  Messrs. 
Bouldin,  Jenifer,  Dawson,  Prentiss,  of  N.  Y., 
Hawkins,  Beirne,  C.H.  Williams,  of  Tenn.,  Davee, 
Lyon. 

Committee  on  the  judiciary.  Messrs.  Thomas, 
Robertson,  of  Va.,  Toucey,  Corwin,  Garland,  of 
Va.,  S.  W.  Morris,  of  Penn.,  Turney,  Martin, 
Foster. 

Committee  on  revolutionary  claims.  Messrs.  Craig, 
Underwood,  Taliaferro,  Parmenter,  Harper,  Bird- 
sail,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  of  N.  C.,  J.  L.  Williams,  of 
Term.,  Keim. 

Committee  on  public  expenditures.  Messrs.  Haley, 
Alexander,  Titus,  Stratton,  Rumsey,  Fletcher, 
Crockett,  Shelter,  Putnam. 

Committee  on  private  land  claims.  Messrs.  May, 
Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  Harlan,  Beatty,  Rari- 
den,  Cheatham,  Garland,  of  La.,  Fletcher,  of  Mass., 
Crabb. 

Committee  on  manufactures.  Messrs.  Adams, 
Slade,  Biddle,  Tillinghast,  Vail,  Naylor,  Hunter, 
of  Va..  Elmore,  Kennedy. 

Committee  on  agriculture.  Messrs.  Deberry,  Lo- 
gan, Phelps,  Weeks,  Spencer,  Noyes,  Davies,  Ran- 
dolph, Stone. 

Committee  on  Indian  affairs.  Messrs.  Bell,  Ever- 
ett, Chaney,  Parker,  Graham,  of  N.  C.,  Lewis,  Pe- 
rrikin,  Banks,  Parris. 

Committee  on  military  affairs.  Messrs.  McKay, 
Coles,  Grennell,  Rives,  Kemble,  Mason,  McClel- 
lan, of  Tenn.,  Halsted,  Glascock. 

Committee  on  the  militia.  Messrs.  Wagener, 
Curtis,  Holt,  Allen,  Griffin,  Gallup,  Dunn,  South- 
gate,  Dennis. 

Committee  on  naval  affairs.  Messrs.  Ingham, 
Milligan,  Reed,  Wise,  Grantland,  Moore,  Paynter, 
Anderson,  Pickens. 

Committee  on  foreign  affairs.  Messrs.  Howard, 
Cushing,  Jackson,  of  Geo.,  Dromgoole,  Fairfield, 
Logan,  Hoffman,  Bynum,  Crary. 

Committee  on  territories.  Messrs.  Bronson,  Potts, 
Pearce,  Borden,  Jones,  of  N.  Y.,  Farrington, 
White,  Hammond,  Chas.  Shepard,  of  N.  C. 

Committee  on  revolutionary  pensions.  Messrs. 
Morgan,  Klingensmitn,  Bond,  Fry,  Johnson,  of 
Virginia,  Sibley,  Ewing,  'W  hittlesey,  Childs. 

Committee  on  invalid  pensions.  Messrs.  Taylor, 
Williams,  of  Kentucky,  Allen,  of  Vermont,  Mc- 
Clellan, of  New  York,  Herod,  Stanly,  Mallory, 
Plumer,  Mitchell. 

Committee  on  roads  and  canals.  Messrs.  Mercer, 
Evans,  McKennan,  Snyder,  Fillmore,  Johnson,  of 
Maryland,  White,  of  Indiana,  Graves,  Grant. 

Committee  on  patents.  Messrs.  Fletcher,  of  Ver- 
mont, Phelps,  Menefee,  Beers,  Robinson,  of  Me. 

Committee  on  the  public  buildings  and  grounds. 
Messrs.  Jrineoln,  Pratt,  Mercer,  McClure,  Jack- 
son,  of  Ga. 

Committee  on  revisal  and  unfinished  business. 
Messrs.  Sheplor,  Noble,  Southgate,  Henry,  Peck. 

Committee  of  accounts.  Messrs.  Johnson,  of 
Maryland,  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  S.  AY.  Morris,  of 
Penn.,  Bicknell,  Hawes. 

Committee  on  mileage.  Messrs.  Dawson,  Howard, 
Briggs,  Coffin,  Bicknell. 

The  following  committees,  appointed  at  the  first 
session,  stand  through  the  congress. 

Committee  on  the  expenditures  in  the  department  of 
state.  Messrs.  M.  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania,  Jack- 
son,  Sheplor,  Yorke,  Andrews. 

Committee  on  the  expenditures  in  the  department  of 
the  treasury.  Messrs.  Allen,  of  Vermont,  Sheffer, 
Aycrigg,  Gray,  Holsey. 
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Committee  on  the  expenditures  in  the  department  of 
war.  Messrs.  Clowney,  Vanderveer,  Holt,  Morris, 
of  Ohio,  Marvin. 

Committee  on  the  expenditures  in  the  department  of 
the  navy.  Messrs.  Erodhead,  Maxwell,  Goode,  Ed- 
wards, Graham. 

Committee  on  the  expenditures  in  the  department  of 
the  post  office . Messrs.  Childs,  Dennis,  Ilawes,  Gal- 
lup, Plainer. 

Committee  on  the  expenditures  on  the  public  build- 
ings. Messrs.  Sawyer,  Cranston,  Menefee,  Dunn, 
Ridgway.  • 

Select  committee  on  duelling.  Messrs.  J.  Q. 
Adams,  Toucey,  Elmore,  Rariden,  Grantland, 
Grennell,  Clark,  Henry,  Coffin. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
communications: 

A communication  from  the  secretary  of  state, 
transmitting  an  abstract  of  all  the  returns  made  to 
his  department  by  the  collectors  of  customs,  pur- 
suant to  the  act  of  the  28th  of  May,  1796,  showing 
the  number  of  seamen  registered  in  each  port  of 
entry  in  the  United  States  during  the  year,  com- 
mencing October  1st,  1837,  and  ending  the  30lh  of 
September  last. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  submitting  a statement  of  expenditures  for 
contingencies  of  his  department,  and  the  several  of- 
ficers attached  thereto,  for  the  last  year. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  commissioner  of  ' 
the  public  buildings,  in  obedience  to  the  act  of 
March  3,  1829,  reporting  a statement  of  the  expen- 
ditures on  the  public  buildings  and  other  objects  for 
last  year. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  state, 
in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  last  session,  calling  for 
the  number  of  clerks  which  have  been  employed, 
and  how  long,  in  answering  calls  for  information 
made  by  the  liouse  of  representatives  during  the  last 
session,  and  what  amount  paid  for  extra  clerk  hire. 
Amount  paid  by  the  department  of  state  for  extra 
clerk  hire,  under  such  calls,  $1,108  37. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  transmitting  an  abstract  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  naval  establishment  for 
year  ending  39th  September,  1838. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
transmitting  statements  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
contingent  funds  of  the  war  department  for  the  year 
ending  the  30th  September,  1838. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  first  comptroller 
of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a statement  of  the  ac- 
counts which  have  remained  unsettled,  or  on  which 
balances  appear  to  have  been  due  more  than  three 
years  prior  to  the  30th  of  September,  1838. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  postmaster  gen- 
eral, enclosing  a copy  of  a statement  of  the  contin- 
gent expenditures  of  that  department  for  the  past 
year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng, 

Resolved,  That  the  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  on  the  finances  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  except  so  much  as  relates 
to  die  defalcations  of  the  late  collector  of  the  port  of 
New  York.  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Curtis, 

Ordered,  That  the  drawing  accompanying  the  re- 
port from  the  engineer  department  of  the  light-house  oil 
Flinn’s  Knoll,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  be  printed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore, 

Ordered,  That  the  drawings  illustrative  of  the  con- 
dition ot  certain  improvements  in  navigation  on  Lake 
Erie  which  accompany  the  annuifl  report  from  the 
topographical  bureau,  and  form  a part  of  the  docu 
nients  with  the  president’s  message,  be  printed. 

•Tiie  following  message,  in  writing,  was  received 
from  the  president  of'  the  United  States,  by  the 
hands  of  his  acting  secretary: 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I herewith  transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives 
reports  trom  the  secretaries  of  stale  and  treasury,  with 
accompanying  documents,  in  answer  to  the  resolution 
of  the  liouse  of  the  9 th  of  July  last. 

M.  Van  Boren. 

Washington,  December 7,  1838. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  referred  to  a select  com- 
mittee of  nine. 

The  following  message,  in  writing,  was  also  re- 
ceived from  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  U.  S. 

The  act  of  the  1st  July,  1336,  to  enable  the  exe- 
cutive to  assert  and  prosecute  with  effect  the 
claim  ol  the  United  States  to  the  legacy  bequeath- 
ed to  them  by  James  Smithson,  late  of  London, 
having  received  its  entire  execution,  and  the 
amount  recovered  arid  paid  into  the  treasury  hav- 
ing, agreeably  to  an  act  of  the  last  session,  been 
invested  in  state  stocks,  I deem  it  proper  to  invite 
tile  attention  of  congress  to  the  obligation  now  de- 
volving upon  the  United  States  to  fulfil  the  object 
of  tile  bequest.  In  order  to  obtain  such  information 
as  might  serve  to  facilitate  its  attainment,  the  se- 


cretary of  state  was  directed,  in  July  last,  lo  apply 
to  persons  versed  in  science,  and  familiar  with  the 
subject  of  public  education,  for  their  views  as  to  the 
inode  of  disposing  of  the  fund  best  calculated  to 
meet  the  intentions  of  the  testator,  and  prove  most 
beneficial  to  mankind.  Copies  of  the  circular  letter 
written  in  compliance  with  those  directions,  and  of 
the  answers  to  it  received  at  the  department  of 
state,  are  herewith  communicated  for  the  conside- 
ration of  congress.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  said  message  was 
referred  to  the  same  selectcommittce,  as  theforego- 
ing. 

The  following  message,  in  writing,  was  also  re- 
ceived (rom  the  president  of  the  United  States: 
lo  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  U.  S. 

I herewith  transmit  a special  report,  made  to  me 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  for  your  conside- 
ration, in  relation  to  the  recently  discovered  default 
of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  the  customs 
at  the  port  of  New  York. 

I would  respectfully  invite  the  early  attention  of 
congress  to  tile  adoption  of  the  legal  provisions 
therein  suggested,  or  such  other  measures  as  may 
appear  more  expedient  for  increasing  the  public 
security  against  similar  defalcations  hereafter. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  Dec.  8,  1838. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  that  so  much  of  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  as  relates  to 
the  defalcations  of  the  late  collector  of  the  port  of 
New  York  be  referred  to  a select  committee;  and 
that  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  modifications  of 
the  revenue  laws  be  referied  lo  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means. 

Mr.  C.  said  that,  in  submitting  the  first  motion, 
it  was  due  to  the  house  to  state,  that  he  submitted 
it  with  no  design  of  acting  upon  the  committee,  as 
a member,  in  any  capacity.  On  the  contrary, 
charged  with  the  duty  which  the  house  bad  allotted 
to  him,  it  would  be  wholly  impracticable  for  him 
to  enter  upon  such  an  additional  duty. 

Independent  of  this  consideration,  it  would  be 
more  satisfactory  to  his  feelings  that  another  mem- 
ber from  some  other  quarter  should  be  charged 
with  this  important  duty. 

He  had  not  included  in  his  motion  the  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers.  That  could  be  given 
hereafter,  if  the  committee  should  ascertain  that  it 
was  necessary. 

Mr.  Mercer  applauded  the  candor  and  spirit  of 
the  gentleman,  but  as  it  was  a very  important  mat- 
ter, he  suggested  its  postponement  till  to-morrow, 
to  which  Mr.  C.  assented. 

The  case  of  tiie  contested  election  for  Wisconsin, 
postponed  till  to-day,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mer- 
cer, referred  to  the  committee  on  elections. 

Election  of  officers  of  the  house. 

The  business  next  in  order  was  the  resolution 
heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Dromgoole,  in  tiie  words 
following,  viz: 

Resolved.  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  stand- 
ing rules  of  the  house,  lo  he  inserted  between  the  10th 
and  11th  rules:  “In  ail  cases  of  election  by  the  house, 
the  Vote  shall  be  taken  viva  voce .” 

Mr.  Wise  considered  this  resolution  a direct  at- 
tack upon  the  independence  of  the  liouse  and  the 
freedom  of  its  elections,  as  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  applying  the  screws  to  doubtful  members,  so  that 
the}'’  might  sometimes  be  made  to  vote  for  party 
against  their  own  convictions  or  predilections.— 
Though  he  viewed  (he  viva  voce  mode  of  voting  to 
be  the  freest  at  the  polls,  lie  could  not  tolerate  the 
proposed  use  of  it  here  as  an  engine  of  oppression. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  had  no  design  to  act  tyrannically 
upon  the  members  of  the  house,  but  bad  offered 
the  proposition  because  he  believed  it  founded  upon 
a correct  principle  in  the  abstract,  as  in  accordance 
with  the  fundamental  law  of  his  own  state,  and  as  an 
essential  accompaniamentof  the  democratic  principle 
of  accountability  to  the  constituent  body.  If  the 
principle  be  correct,  it  ought  to  be  carried  out,  and 
he  supposed  no  gentleman  would  oppose  (his  resolu- 
tion because  he  desired  to  act  in  secret,  to  skulk 
away  from  a just  responsibility,  to  conceal  his  con- 
duct Iroin  his  constituents.  In  the  state  of  Virginia 
the  viva  voce  mode  of  election  at  the  polls  had  pre- 
vailed from  the  organization  of  the  government,  and 
the  people  had  re-affirmed  the  principle  in  the  con- 
vention of  1829-30  and  adopted  it  in  every  case  of 
election.  There  was  not  an  appointment  made  in 
a county  court — not  a justice  of  the  peace  received 
his  office,  excppt  under  this  principle.  There  was 
not  an  election  of  constable  by  the  county  courts, 
in  which  the  magistrates  did  not  vote  openly,  and 
have  their  votes  recorded.  -There  was  not  an  elec- 
tion for  the  pettiest  officer  of  a court  martial  which 
was  not  made  viva  voce. 

In  offering  this  proposition",  therefore,  Mr.  D. 
said  he  had  acted  not  only  in  accordance  with  his 


.own  views,  but  also  with  a principle  consecuted  by 
tile  action  of  his  own  state. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
Striking  out  tiie  words  “viva  voce,”  arid  inserting 
“by  ballot.” 

Mr.  B.  was  opposed  to  the  original  proposition, 
first,  because  it  would  be  an  inconvenient  mode; 
second,  because  it  was  an  innovation  upon  the  uni- 
form and  unbroken  practice  of  the  house  for  filly 
years;  and  third,  because  it  was  not  so  independent 
a mode  as  that  ol  the  ballot.  It  is  not  the  republi- 
can form,  nor  is  it  tiie  constitutional  mode  of  elec- 
tion. He  did  not  intend  to  say  that  the  election 
viva  voce  is  unconstitutional,  but  tiie  constitution  of 
tiie  United  States  is  not  silent  on  one  subject,  at. 
least,  where  tiie  members  of  this  liouse  are  called 
upon  to  give  their  votes. 

Under  the  constitutional  provision  for  the  elec- 
tion of  president  of  tiie  United  States,  where  no 
one  candidate  lias  received  a majority,  the  election 
is  to  be  decided  by  tiie  liouse.  Now,  if  any  case 
can  be  imagined  where  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Dromgoole)  would  apply 
with  force,  where  a member  should  stand  up  and 
give  an  open  vote,  it  is  on  that  most  important 
question,  when  he  is  to  act  as  the  agent,  the  repre- 
sentative of  li is  constituents,  in  choosing  a chief 
magistrate;  and  yet  the  constitution  says  that  he 
shall  vote  by  ballot. 

Again.  When  electors  have  been  chosen  for  the 
several  states,  whose  only  duty  it  is  to  give  their 
votes  as  the  representatives,  agents,  or  attorneys  of 
their  constituents,  they  are  then  to  give  their  voles 
by  ballot. 

Here,  then,  are  two  cases  where  the  framers  of 
the  constitution,  men  who  laid  down  principles  for 
the  permanent  government  of  the  people  of  this 
land,  established  (lie  vote  byballot.  These  men, 
who  settled  the  principles  upon  which  tiie  govern- 
ment should  be  administered,  laid  down  amongst 
them  the  principle  that  when  the  representatives 
were  called  upon  here  to  vote  for  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  they  should  vote  by  ballot. 

He  therefore  hoped  they  would  not  no.w  deliber- 
ately overturn  a principle  which  had  stood  from 
the  origin  of  the  constitution  to  tiie  present  time, 
by  introducing  this  novel  mode  of  election. 

Mr.  Pickens  maintained  tiie  doctrine  as  to  the 
responsibility  of  the  representative  to  the  constitu- 
ent to  the  fullest  extent,  but  there  was  a wide  dis- 
tinction between  that  members  owed  their  consti- 
tuents in  the  legislation  of  the  house,  and  in  the 
choice  of  their  mere  ministerial  officers.  In  the 
latter,  he  held  the  doctrine  that  lie  was  himself  a 
part  of  the  constituent  body — that  they  were  iiis 
officers,  accountable  to  him,  and  not  to  the  people 
for  their  official  conduct. 

I am,  however,  continued  Mr.  P.,  inclined  to 
doubt  the  policy  of  this  resolution  on  other  and 
higher  grounds.  Let  no  gentleman  suppose  that 
the  election  will  always  go  as  he  desires  it.  The 
experience  of  the  last  few  months  has  taught  me  to 
dread  a power  higher  than  tiie  executive.  It  is  a 
power  which  is  now  brought  to  bear  on  the  elections 
of  this  country — a power  which  is  represented  by 
corporations.  . Pass  this  resolution,  and  you  hold 
the  members  of  this  house  responsible — to  whom? 
You  will  find  the  power  of  these  tremendous  cor- 
poration brought  to  bear  directly  on  this  house, 
and,  whenever  that  occurs,  your  government  and 
your  executive  influence  will  be  nothing  in  com- 
parison lo  it.  Will  any  man  dare  to  represent  the 
interests  of  his  constituents  in  such  a manner  as  (o 
come  in  conflict  with  these  institutions?  No,  sir, 
human  nature  is  too  frail.  It  cannot  withstand  (hat 
secret  and  tremendous  power  which  even  now  is 
threatening  to  overrun  the  country.  This  body 
should  be  kept  independent  not  only  of  executive 
influence,  but  of  all  extraneous  influences  except 
those  which  emanate  from  a free  and  enlightened 
people  at  home.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  vote  viva 
voce  may  be  in  some  cases  the  more  independent 
principle,  and  if  I were  to  go  to  tiie  state  of  Virgi- 
nia or  Tennessee,  where  probably  two-thirds  of  The 
voters  are  landholders,  I should  say  that  it  was  a 
free  and  independent  principle.  But  to  go  into 
other  states,  and  it  is  exactly  the  reverse.  Go  into 
your  large  cities,  into  your  dense  communities 
north  of  this,  where  one-half  or  more  of  the  people 
have  no  land,  and  what  then  becomes  of  your  viva 
voce  principle?  Where  is  your  independence  of 
voting,  if  you  bring  info  the  field  this  vast  power 
of  associated  wealth?  Instead  of  having  a system 
of  independence,  it  becomes  a system  of  depend- 
ence and  degradation.  The  system  of  viva  voce 
voting  is  not  universally  free — it  is  not  free  in  this 
house,  though  it  may  be,  and  I hold  that  it  is  free 
in  Virginia.  But  it  is  not  applicable  to  all  states  of 
society;  it  may  be  applicable,  or  it  may  be  directly 
tiie  reverse.  I object  to  the  principle  here,  because 
I do  not  agree  to  the  extent  of  responsibilty  spoken 
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of  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia;  and  because 
the  principle  might  be  made  to  subserve  the  ends 
of  executive  organization,  and  of  that  other  and 
more  formidable  power  to  which  I have  adverted. 

Look  at  the  present  state  of  things  in  this  coun- 
try. You  have  thousands  of  presses  on  one  side  or 
tile  other;  and  let  a man  here  dare  to  express  the 
convictions  of  his  heart,  separate  from  party  ties  and 
party  allegiance,  and  what  would  be  the  conse- 
sequence?  He  trembles  under  it  with  more  fear 
than  any  of  the  voters  of  France  in  the  worst  days 
of  Jacobin  rule.  It  is  not  alone  in  the  power  of 
executive  influence  which  we  have  occasion  to 
dread,  but  those  other  influences  which  are  showing 
themselves  not  only  on  this  floor,  but  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Pearce,  of  Md.,  said  his  experience  had  sa- 
tisfied him  of  one  truth,  which  should  never  be  for- 
gotten, which  was  that  the  forms  of  free  government 
were  not  incompatible  with  the  ends  of  an  arbitrary 
one.  In  othercountries  tyranny  sits  upon  a throne; 
here  it  begins  in  the  shape  of  party  discipline — a 
discipline  rigid,  exact,  unsparing,  inexorable. 

Tim  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Dromgoole) 
says  that  the  effect  of  the  resolution  will  be  to  pro- 
duce a more  just  accountability  from  the  represen- 
tative to  his  constituents.  Sir,  our  constituents  ask 
no  accountability  in  a matter  like  this.  They  do 
not  ask  us  to  incur  an  accountability  which  is  in 
fact  not  to  them,  but  to  the  executive,  who  almost 
rules  us — an  accountability  to  a party  which  has 
sway,  I do  not  mean  now,  but  at  all  times — leaving 
us  no  freedom  of  choice,  no  will  of  our  own.  If 
this  resolution  is  adopted,  I shall  feel  that  it  makes 
me  the  subject  of  a most  exact  and  unscrupulous 
discipline,  because  I know  tiyrt  the  power  of  parly 
can  condescend  to  the  smallest,  most  unimportant, 
and  most  contemptible  matters. 

Mr.'P.  added  that  the  effect  of  the  resolution,  he 
clid  not  say  its  object,  would  be  to  shackle  the  will  of 
every  member  of  the  house— to  deprive  them  of  the 
choice  of  their  own  agents,  for  such  were  the  offi- 
eers  of  the  house.  The  people  desired  no  such  ac- 
countability as  that  asked  for  in  unimportant  mat- 
ters of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Robertson  should  give  this  resolution  his  de- 
cided support,  for  lie  regarded' the  rule  as  sound  in 
theory  ami  beneficial  in  practice.  Gentlemen  op- 
posed it,  because  they  were  afraid  of  undue  influence; 
and  they  feared  the  buck-stair  influence  of  the  ex- 
ecutive, and  the  still  more  deleterious  influence  of 
corporations  upon  others;  none  opposed  it,  because 
they  were  afraid  to  trust  themselves.  Did  not  gen- 
tlemen know  that  this  influence  might,  on  the  vote 
by  ballot,  be  exercised  in  private,  more  effectually, 
and  with  more  certainty  of  eluding  the  responsibility 
to  their  constituents?  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Pickens)  thought  that  the  members  of 
this  house  owed  no  responsibility  to  their  constiuents, 
for  any  vote  they  might  give  in  regard  to  the  organi- 
zation of  the  house.  He  (Mr.  R.)  held  a different 
doctrine.  He  held  that  they  owed  responsibility  to 
their  constituents  for  any  power  which  they  exer- 
cised in  their  legislative  capacity.  It  was  the  exer- 
cise of  a constitutional  legislative  power,  and  for  the 
due  exercise  of  it  the  members  were  responsible  to 
their  constituents. 

Mr.  R.  contended  that  every  objection  urged 
against  the  adoption  of  the  viva  voce  principle 
struck  also  at  the  root  of  the  record  of  the  votes  by 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  a constitutional  right.  If 
members  were  afraid  to  record  their  votes  in  the 
■election  of  officers,  they  must  be  much  more  so  in 
recording  their  votes  against  any  measure  in  favor  of 
the  executive,  or  of  those  corporations  which  had 
been  alluded  to.  The  principle  was  the  same.  The 
object  of  the  constitution  in  giving  to  a small  por- 
tion of  the  house  the  right  to  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays  was  to  enforce  due  responsibility  to  the  con- 
stituent body.  And  it  did  more — it  inculcated  a 
fair,  open-and-above-board  method  of  recording 
their  sentiments  and  opinions,  instead  of  concealing 
their  votes  as  if  afraid  to  show  how  they  had  given 
them.  He  knew  of  nothing,  which  should  induce  a 
member  of  this  body  to  shrink  from  a just  responsi- 
bility, and  he  fait  indebted  to  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Dromgoole)  for  having  o. fared  Ins  resolution. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
inserting  a provision  that  tile  election  should  be  con- 
ducted by  bailot,  but  that  each  ballot  should  be  en- 
dorsed with  the  name  of  the  voter. 

. Mr.  T.  explain'd  iiis  object  to  be  substantially  to 
secure  the  ends  of  a vote  viva  voce  without  the  in- 
conveniences attending  it.  He  thought  the  plan  of 
endorsing  each  ballot  with  the  name  of  the  voter 
also  the  most  expedient1.  In  this  opinion  he  might 
perhaps  be  actuated  by  some  degree  of  partiality  for 
the  method  in  use  in  his  own  state.  It  worked  well 
there,  being  in  fact  a registery  law  which  executes 
itself.  In  consequence  of  this  -practice,  Rhode 
island  had  suffered  none  of  the  inconveniences 
which  were  so  much  complained  of  elsewhere.  The 


gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  said  that  in 
states  where  all  or  nearly  all  the  voters  were  land- 
holders, he  should  be  in  favor  of  the  vote  viva  voce; 
now,  in  Mr.  T.’s  state,  this  was  precisely  the  state 
of  things;  all  the  voters  were  landholders;  and  he 
trusted  in  God  they  always  would  be.  She  might 
be  the  only  state  in  the  union  where  this  feature  was 
retained  in  their  election  laws,  but  be  hoped  she 
would  never  give  it  up.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  thought  there  would  be  danger  in  the  procla- 
mation of  the  votes  at  elections  where  this  was  not 
the  case.  .But  how  did  his  doctrine  apply  to  the 
present  case?  The  gentleman  seemed  to  think  that 
the  members  of  the  house,  not  being  all  landholders, 
would  not  have  sufficient  independence  to  vote  ac- 
cording to  their  conscience..  Butwasitso?  Wasit 
indeed  true  that  they  would  be  deterred  from  a re- 
gard to  the  vital  interests  of  their  country,  unless 
they  were  permitted  to  cast  their  voles  in  secret? 
He  trusted  not.  He  believed  if  there  was  a class  of 
human  beings  in  our  hemisphere  who  could  be  pro- 
nounced to  be  above  all  such  influence,  it  was  the 
men  who  sat  within  the  columns  which  surrounded 
that  hall. 

Mr.  Wise  again  briefly  opposed  the  resolution, 
which  he  regarded  as  little  short  of  an  imputation  on 
the  house  and  every  man  in  it. 

Mr  Jenifer  supported  it,  for  though  he  did  not 
hold  they  were  responsible  to  their  constituents  for 
the  votes  they  gave  in  organizing  the  house,  he 
thought  it  best  on  all  occasions  that  every  man 
should  speak  out. 

Mr.  j Reed  held  himself  and  all  other  members  ac- 
countable to  their  constituents  for  all  they  did  here, 
but  in  what  way?  How  could  that  accountability 
be  best  effected  in  practice?  The  argument  pre- 
sented by  his  colleague,  (Mr,  Briggs ,)  from  the 
constitution  had  not  be’en  met.  The  form  by  ballot 
was  there  prescribed,  and  let  gentlemen  who  talk 
about  skulking  from  responsibility  meet  that  fact. 
The  great  objection  against  the  viva  voce  mode  was 
ils  effect  in  aiding  the  strictness  of  party  discipline; 
it  operated  to  rally  party  feeling,  and  concentrate 
and  drill  it,  and  bring  it  to  bear  in  all  its  force  in 
every  eleclion,  however  trivial.  Some  gentlemen 
seemed  greatly  to  fear  corporation  influence;  they 
were  in  dread  of  the  banks.  Well,  let  the  house 
retain  the  ballot  and  exclude  them  all.  He  saw  no 
good  reason  for  changing  a inode  of  election  which 
had  prevailed  in  that  house  from  the  very  founda- 
tion of  the  government,  and  he  hoped  they  would 
stick  to  the  good  old  way. 

Mr.  Mathias  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that 
the  subject,  lie  believed,  did  not  admit  of  much  fur- 
ther argument;  it  had  already  been  looked  at  nearly 
in  every  point  of  view;  yet  he  feit  desirous  to  throw 
out  a few  remarks  which  might’  not  be  altogether 
inapplicable  to  its  due  decision.  He  had  voted  the 
other  day  against  conducting  the  late  election  of  a 
clerk  viva  voce,  because  lie  was  not  willing  sudden- 
ly to  depart,  in  regard  to  one  particular  election, 
from  what  he  understood  to  be  the  uniform  practice 
of  the  house.  But  the  proposition  now  had  respect 
to  a permanent  and  universal  regulation — a standing 
rule  of  the  house — applying  to  the  choice  of  all  its 
officers  for  the  future;  so  as  to  bring  every  vote 
given  by  a member  of  the  house  in  his  legislative 
capacity  to  the  knowledge  of  his  constituents.  This 
changed  the  ground;  and  presented  a question  of 
mixed  principle  and  expediency,  on  which  he  was 
prepared  to  vote  in  the  affirmative.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  every  vote  going  to  effect. the  general  in- 
terests of  the  country  shiTuld  be.  given  aloud,  in  the 
open  face  of  day,  so  that  every  man’s  constituents 
might  know  and  pass  upon  his  conduct,  and  he 
thought  this  principle  should  apply  not  only  to  acts 
strictly  of  a legislative  character,  but  to  all  proceed- 
ings of  a legislative  body,  the  choice  of  its  officers 
as  well  as  oilier  things.  He  was  hot  as  apprehen- 
sive of  the  dangers  either  of  executive  influence  on 
that  of  overgrown  corporations,  as  some  gentlemen 
seemed  to  be;  but  did  ho  dread  it  more,  it  would 
only  induce  him  the  more  to  oppose  the  voting  by 
ballot.  It  gentlemen  desired  to  keep  this  house 
clear  of  contamination,  let  them  require  every  man 
in  all  cases  to  speak  out.  If  the  house  was  to  be 
preserved  from  the  calamitous  consequences  which 
some  -gentlemen. seemed  greatly  to  fear,  it  must  be 
by  creating  a responsibility  at  home.  As  to  the 
ailedged  inconvenience  ’attending  the  viva  voce 
mode  of  voting,  it  was  but  a trifling  consideration; 
a few  minutes  more,  even  if  more  time  was  actual- 
ly consumed,  could  be  of  no  very  great  consequence 
in  the  course  of  an  entire  session.  On  the  whole, 
he  should  give  his  vole  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Sergeant  was  sorry  to  differ  with  his  colleague 
in  his  views  of  this  question,  and  the  more  because 
the  grounds  on  which  lie  did  so  appeared  to  him 
to  be  important.  The  measure  proposed  seemed 
liable  to  several  serious  objections. 


In  the  first,  place,  it  went  to  impair  the  freedom 
of  the  members  of  the  house;  or  if  it  did  not  actually 
impair  their  freedom,  at  any  rate  it  did  not  make 
them  more  free.  The  friends  of  the  resolution  were 
bound  to  show  that  the  vote  would  be  more  free  if 
given  viva  voce,  tijan  if  given  by  ballot.  He  would 
answer  their  argument  in  only  one  way.  All  would 
remember  the  argument  by  which  the  ancient  so- 
phist undertook  to  prove  that  there  was  no  such 
thing  as  motion;  they  insisted  that  a thing  could 
not  move  in  the  place  where  it  was;  this  must  be 
conceded.  Nor  could  it  -more  where  it  was  not; 
this,  likewise, must  be  admitted;  and  so  there  could 
be  no  motion.  He  answered,  that  he  felt  he  was 
Iree  when  voting  by  ballot;  lie  was  not  sure  he 
should  be  so  free  when  voting  viva  voce.  In  the 
latter  case  every  man  was  and  must  be  liable  to  be 
assailed  by  various  extraneous  influences. 

But  further;  the  effect  of  the  resolution  would  be 
to  curtail  the  rights  of  constituents.  Mr.  S.  said 
that  he  differed  from  the  gentlemen  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, (Mr.  Pickens,)  though  he  liked  his  lone  and 
bearing  as  to  what  he  said  about  the  consequences 
of  the  responsibility  of  a representative  to  his  con- 
stituents; he  admitted  (hat  responsibility;  (he  was 
not  now  talking  about  the  duty  of  obeying  instruc- 
tions, that  was  a different  question,  and  a very  im- 
portant one,  on  which  he  should  now  express  no 
opinion;)  the  constituents  could  and  always  would 
make  their  representative  responsible;  it  was  vain  to 
resist  them;  it  was  vain  to  resist  the  force  either  of 
“associated  wealth,”  of  whiifh  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pickens.)  has  spoken,  or  of 
another  force  of  which  the  gentleman  did  not  speak, 
but  which  Mr.  S.  hoped  he  would  not  forget  next 
time — the  force  of  associated  poverty.  It  was  all 
in  vain  to  appeal  from  either;  a man’s  constituents 
would  exercise  the  right  of  deciding  whether  lie 
should  return  to  the  public  councils  or  no,  after 
looking  at  his  conduct  while  there.  But  the  true 
doctrine,  in  his  opinion,  was  this,  that  a representa- 
tive shall  be  responsible  to  them  in  such  a way,  and 
at  such  a time,  and  under  such  penalties  as  they 
choose,  and  not  otherwise.  In  this  matter  of  voting, 
the  first  thing  which  Mr.  S.  owed  to  his  constitu- 
ents was  to  let  them  judge  whether  his  vote  should 
be  given  publicly  or  no;  in  that  he  was  bound  to 
obey  their  pleasure,  and  they  alone  had  the  right  ;o 
say  whether  he  should  be  bound  by  this  or  not.  But 
the  effect  of  the  proposed  resolution  was  to  declare 
that  the  constituents  should  not  decide,  but  the 
house  would  decide  for  them.  Was  not  this  to  take 
away  from  his  constituents  their  rights?  This  vote 
by  ballot  was  a small  remnant  of  freedom,  and  as 
such  lie  clung  to  it,  and  was  reluctant  to  give  it  up. 
While  a man’s  constituents  would,  as  he  had  said, 
make  their  representative  responsible  to  them,  it  was 
but  impertinent  curiosity  in  any  body  else  to  require 
t.o  know  bow  he  had  voted.  Nor  was  idle  curiosity 
all;  it  did  not  slop  there;  a little  idle  curiosity  would 
produce  a little  idle  gossip,  which  might  agitate  the 
air  for  a short  time,  but  would  do  no  great  harm; 
but  every  candidate  at  an  election  had  relatives  and 
friends,  and  these  must  know  how  A and  B voted; 
this  disturbed  a man’s  friendly  relations,  and  went 
to  break  many  little  social  ties  of  good  feeling  which 
ought  not  needlessly  to  be  broken.  Why  should 
this  be  done?  Why  was  a voter  compelled  to  make 
enemies  of  all  the  connexions  of  (lie  man  against 
whom  lie  had  thought  proper  to  vote?  There  w ere  a 
vast  many  other  influences  equally  dangerous  to 
which  this  mode  of  proceeding  would  subject- every 
representative.' 

Mr.  S.  was  opposed  to  changing  a practice  which 
had  so  long  met  the  approbation  of  those  who  had 
preceded  us. 

Mr.  Stanly  again  recurred  to  the  precedent  drawn 
from  the  constitution  as  an  irresistible  argument  in 
opposition  to  the  resolution,  and  then  moved  to  iay 
the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  motion,  and,  being  ordered,  they  were  yeas  31, 
nays  125,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Hainan  Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  William 
B.‘  Calhoun,  John  Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  John 
Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Childs,  Coffin,  Corwin, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curds,  Cushing,  Davies,  Dennis, 
Evans,  Everett,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Gar- 
land, Giddings,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Graves, 
Grcnnel,  Half  Harlan,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herrod,  Hen- 
ry Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lincoln, 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  May,  Maxwell,  MeKennan, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell.  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pickins,  Pope,  Potts,  Put- 
nam, Randolph,  Reed,.  Ridgway,  Robinson,  Russell, 
Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Smith,  Stanly,  Sfonc,  Poland,  John  White, 
Whittlesey,  Christopher  PI.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  and 
Ynrke — 81. 

N AYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambveleng,  Casey > 
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Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 

Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Davee,  De- 
berry, De  Graff,  Dronigoole,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Elmore, 
Ewimr,  Farrington,  Fairfield.  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster, 
Fry,  Gallup,  James  Garland,  Glascock,  Jas.  Graham, 
Gantlafid,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hamer, 
Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  Wm-  II.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Thos. 
B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Klingcn- 
smith,  Legate,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis, 
Lyon,  Mallory,  James  M.  Mason,  Maury,  McKay, 
Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Mathias  Mortis,  S. 
W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmen- 
ter,  Parris,  Paynter,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plainer,  Pratt, 
Rariden,  Reily,  Rencher,  Rives,  Robertson,  Rumsey, 
Sawyer,  Shelter,  Augustine  H.  Sheppard,  Sheplor, 
Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer.  Stuart,  Stratton,  Swear- 
ingen, Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Tillinghast,  Titus,  Toucey, 
Towns,  Turney,  Underwood,  Vail,  Vanderveer, 
Wagencr,  Webster,  Albert  S.  White,  Jared  W . Wil- 
liams, Jos.  L.  Williams,  and  Yell — 125. 

So  the  house  refused  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Montgomery  then  demanded  the  previous 
question,  which  was  put  and  carried,  and  the  main 
question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion— 

Mr.  Dronigoole  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they 
were  ordered. 

The  Speaker  was  about  directing  the  clerk  to  call 
them,  when 

Mr.  Mams  rose,  and  said  this  resolution  requires 
this  house  to  elect  viva  voce,  whereas  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  — 

Here  Mr.  Adams  was  called  to  order  by  many 
voices. 

The  Speaker  reminded,  him  that  no  remarks  were 
in  order  after  the  previous  question  had  been  ordered. 

Mr.  Adams  continued  to  speak.  I appeal  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States!  [Cries  ol  order, 
order.]  The  resolution  is  directly  in  the  face  of  the 
constitution. 

The  Chair  insisted  on  order,  and  at  length,  after 
a momentary  confusion,  Mr.  Adams  resumed  his 
seat. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  and  resulted  in  yeas  120, 
nays  85,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsali,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambrcleng,  William 
B.  Campbell,  Casey,  Chaney,  Clark,  Coles,  Connor, 
Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Davee,  De- 
berry, DeGraff,  Dronigoole,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Elmore, 
Ewing,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry.  Gallup  James  Garland,' 
Glascock,  James  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray, 
Griffin,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  PI. 
Hunter, -Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jack- 
son,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter, 
Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  James  M. 
Mason,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  Mc- 
Clellan, McClure,  Menefee,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Mathias  Morris,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Murray, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmentcr,  Parris,  Paynter, 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Pratt,  Rariden,  Reily, 
Rencher,  Rives,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Sheffer,  Augus- 
tine H.  Sheppard,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spen- 
cer, Stuart,  Swearingeo,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Tilling- 


hast, Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Underwood, 
Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagoner,  Webster,  Alberts.  White, 
Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Yell — 128.  * 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Carter, 
Chambers,  Cheatham, Childs,  Coffin,  Corwin, Cranston, 
Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Davies,  Dennis,  Evans, 
Everett,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Giddings,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Graves,  Crennell, 
Hall,  Harlan,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Henry  John- 
son, William  Cost  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lincoln,  Mar- 
vin, Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris, 
Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pickens,  Pope, 
Potts,  Putnam,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rtdgway.  Robinson, 
Russell,  Saltonslall,  Sergeant,  Charles  Shepard, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton, 
Thompson,  'Poland,  John  White,  C.  II.  Williams, 
Wise,  Word,  and  Yorke — 35. 

So  Ihe  proposition  as  originally  introduced  was 
agreed  to. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  after  the  transac- 
tion of  some  other  business,  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams, 
by  unanimous  consent,  moved  to  amend  it  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  “election”  the  words  “of  its 
officer's, ” which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  use  of  the  hall  to 
the  American  colonization  society  was  granted  for 
to-morrow  evening. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Win.  Cost  Johnson,  ol  Md.,  it 
was 

Resolved,  That  the  use  of  this  hall  be  given  to  pro- 
fessor J.  Orville  Taylor,  of  the  university  of  New  York, 
as  requested  by  the  American  common  school  society, 


to  deliver  an  address  on  Thursday  evening,  at  — - 
o’clock,  on  the  condition  of  the  common  schools  in  this 
country,  and  in  furtherance  of  the  cause  of  general 
education  throughout  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morgan,  the  election  of  a chap- 
lain for  Ihe  house  was  ordered  to  be  proceeded  with 
to-morrow. 

A few  resolutions  of  a private  character  were  ol- 
fered,  and  , 

The  House  adjourned. 

Tuesday  Dec.  11.  Petitions  were  called  for  in 
the  order  of  states,  and  Maine  having  been  gone 
though,  Messrs.  Evans  and  Noyes,  having  present- 
ed several,  when  the  state  of  New  Hampshire  was 
called — 

Mr.  Atherton  rose  and  asked  leave  to  offer  the 
following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  this  government  is  a government  of 
limited  powers,  and  that,  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  congress  has  no  jurisdiction  whatever 
over  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  several  states  of  the 
confederacy. 

Resolved , That  the  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slave- 
ry in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  and  against  the  removal  of  slaves  from  one 
state  to  another,  are  a part  of  tire  plan  of  operations  set 
on  foot  to  affect  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  several 
states,  and  thus  indirectly  to  destroy  that  institution 
witliin  their  limits. 

Resolved,  That  congress  has  no  right  to  do  that  in- 
directly which  it  cannot  do  directly;  and  that  the  agi- 
tation of  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  ol  Colum- 
bia, or  the  territories,  as  a means,  and  with  a view  of 
disturbing  or  overthrowing  that  institution  in  the  seve- 
ral states,  is  against  the  true  spirit  and  meaning  of  the 
constitution,  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  states 
affected,  and  a breach  of  the  public  faith  ort  which  they 
entered  into  the  confederacy. 

Resolved,  That  the  constitution  rests  on  the  broad 
principle  of  equality  among  the  members  of  this  confed- 
eracy, and  that  congress,  in  the  exercise  of  its  acknow- 
ledged powers,  has  no  right  to  discriminate  between 
thelnstitulions  of  one  portion  of  the  states  and  another 
with  a view  of  abolishing  the  one  and  promoting  the 
other. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  all  attempts  on  the  part  of 
congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
or  the  territories,  or  to  prohibit  (lie  removal  of  slaves 
from  state  to  state,  or  to  discriminate  between  the  in- 
stitutions of  one  portion  of  the  country  and  another  with 
the  views  aforesaid,  are  in  violation  of  the  constitution, 
destructive  of  the  fundamental  principles  on  which  the 
union  of  these  states  rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdiction 
of  congress,  and  that  every  petition,  memorial,  resolu- 
tion, proposition,  or  paper  touching  or  relating  in  any 
way,  or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  slavery  as  aforesaid 
or  the  abolition  thereof,  shall,  on  the  presentation  there- 
of, without  any  further  action  thereon,  be  laid  on  the 
table  without  being  debated,  printed,  or  referred. 

Mr.  Cushing  objected  to  file  introduction  of  the 
resolutions  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Atherton  moved  to  suspend  the  rules. 

On  which  motion,  Mr.  Calhoun,  ol  Massachusetts, 
demanded  the 'yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered; 
and,  being  taken,  were  as  follows: 

YEAS— ?»Iessrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle, 
Birdsali,  Brodhead,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  John  Calhouu, 
Cmnbreleng,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Car- 
ter, Chambers,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Clowney,  Coles, 
Connor,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Daw- 
son, Deberry,  DeGraff,  Dronigoole,  Elmore,  Farrington, 
Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  .Tames  Garland,  Rice 
Garland.  Glascock,  James  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  William  H.  Huuter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Henry' Johnson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory.  Martin,  May,  McKay,  Robert 
McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Montgomery,  M^orc,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris, 
Murlav.  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Paynter,  Pearce,  Pet- 
rikin, Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope,  Pratt.  Reily. 
Rencher,  Rliett,  Rives,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  A.  II 
Sheppard,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  South- 
gate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone,  Swearingen,  Tal- 
iaferro, Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tur- 
ney, Underwood,  Vail,  Wagoner,  Webster,  Weeks, 
John  White,  Whittlesey.  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  FI.  Wiliiams,  Wise, 
Word,  Yell— 133. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Ay crigg,  Bouldin.  Briggs,  Wm.  B.  Cal- 
houn, Casey,  Childs,  Clark,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davee,  Davies,  Dunn.  Ed- 
wards, Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Tsaae 
Fletcher,  Fillmore.  Giddings,  Goode,  Wm.  Grail  tin, 
Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Harper,  Hastings,  Herod,  Ing- 
ham. Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maxwell 
McKennan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes, 
Parmenfer,  Peck,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Ridgway,  Robinson,  Russell,  Sallsnnstall,  Ser- 
geant, Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Stratton,  Tillinghast,  To- 
land,  Albert  S.  White.  Yorke — G6. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

And  (he  resolutions  having  been  again  read, 


Mr.  Atherton  rose  and  said:  In  addressing  the 
house  at  this  time,  my  object  is  very  brielly  to  ex- 
plain the  purport  of  Ihe  resolutions  just  offered,  and 
the  reasons  which  have  induced  me  to  present 
them. 

].  The  first  resolution  declares  “that  this  govern- 
ment is  a government  of  limited  powers,  and  that 
by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  congress 
has  no  jurisdiction  whatever  over  the  institution  of 
slavery  in  the  several  states  of  the  confederacy.” 
To  suppose  that  this  resolution  would  not  meet 
very  general  assent,  would  be  to  suppose  that  the 
most  ultra  federal  nations  are  entertained  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  general  government,  and  that  those 
powers  are  considered  as  entirely  absolute  and  un- 
limited. 

2.  The  second  resolution  declares  “that  petitions 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  and 
against  the  removal  of  slaves  from  one  state  to  an- 
other, are  a part  of  a plan  of  operations  set  on  foot 
to  affect  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  several 
slates,  and  thus  indirectly  to  destroy  that  institution 
within  their  limits.” 

Legally  and  morally,  Mr.  Speaker,  men  are  held 
responsible  for  the  consequences  which  their  acts 
have  a manifest  tendency  to  produce.  This  resolu- 
tion contains  an  expression  of  our  opinion' as  lo  the 
ul f i mate  object  and  tendency  of  these  petitions 
and  memorials.  Can  any  one  who  does  not  shut 
his  eyes  to  what  is  going  on  around  him  doubt  as  to 
the  effect  and  as  to  ihe  tendency  of  these  pelitions? 

I cannot  doubt  it,  sir,  without  disbelieving  the- open 
avowals  of  the  petitioners  themselves.  In  sayieg 
this,  I refer,  however,  not  to  many  honest  persons 
who  have  signed  them  without  sufficient  examina- 
tion of  the  important  bearing  of  the  question;  nor  to 
others,  such,  for  instance,  as  females  and  children, 
who  have  had,  in  fixing  their  signatures,  too  fre- 
quently no  definite  intention  or  object,  but  to  those 
who  call  loudly  for  the  presentation  of  these  peti- 
tions, who  get  them  up,  who  circulate  them  for  sig- 
nature, and  whose  business  it  seems  to  be  to  agitate 
the  community  on  this  subject. 

3.  The  third  resolution  declares  that  “congress 
has  no  right  to  do  that  indirectly  which  it  cannot  do 
directly;  and  that  the  agitation  of  the  subject  of 
slavery  in  Ihe  District  of  Columbia,  or  the  territo- 
ries, as  a means  and  with  the  view  of  disturbing  or 
overthrowing  that  institution  in  the  several  states, 
is  against  the  true  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  con- 
stitution, an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  siates 
affected,  and  a breach  of  the  public  faith  upon  which 
they  entered  into  this  confederacy.” 

4.  The  fourth  resolution  declares  “that  the  con- 
stitution rests  on  the  broad  principle  of  equality 
among  the  members  of  this  confederacy;  and  that 
congress,  in  the  exercise  of  its  acknowledged  pow- 
ers, has  no  right  to  discriminale  between  the  insti- 
tutions of  one  portion  of  the  states  and  another, 
with  the  view  of  abolishing  the  one  and  promoting 
the  other.” 

I am  not  aware  t!«;t  any  code  of  political  construc- 
tion or  political  morality  ought  lo  find  favor  in  (his 
house,  by  which  the  justice  of  these  resolutions 
shall  not  be  fully  admitted.  Indeed,  sir,  I must  say 
that  all  the  resolutions  to  which  I have  adverted 
seem  very  like  truisms,  about  which  no  dispute  can 
be  entertained;  and  it  also  seemsMo  mb  that,  from 
these,  tlie  principles  contained  in  the  fifth  and  lajt 
resolutions  follow  by  necessory  consequence. 

The  fifth  resolution  declares  “that,  therefore,  all 
attempts  on  the  part  of  congress  to  abolish  slavery 
in  Ihe  District  of  Columbia,  Or  in  the  territories,  or 
to  prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves  from  slate  to  state, 
or  to  discriminate  between  the  institutions  of  one 
portion  of  the  confederacy  and  another,  with  the 
views  aforesaid,  are  in  violation  of  the  constitution, 
destructive  of  the  fundamental  principles  on  which 
the  union  of  these  states  rests,  and  beyond  the  juris- 
diction of  congress.” 

These  are  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  fifth 
resolution;  and,  as  I have  said,  they  seem  to  me  to 
follow,  by  necessary  consequence,  from  the  preced- 
ing resolutions.  But  the  fifth  resolution  proceeds 
still  further,  and  provides  for  the  mode  of  action  of 
the  house  upon  petitions,  memorials,  See.  on  this 
subject.  And,  from  the  principles  embodied  iu  the 
first  part  of  the  resolution,  the  propriety  of  the  mode 
of  action  prescribed  becomes  at  ouce  apparent. 

The  latter  part  of  the  resolution  provides  “that 
every  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  proposition,  or 
paper,  touching  or  relating,  in  any  way,  or  to  any 
extent  whatever,  to  slavery  as  aforesaid,  or  the 
abolition  thereof,  shall,  on  the  presentation  thereof, 
without  any  further  action  thereon,  he  laid,  upon 
the  table,  without  being  debated,  printed,  or  re- 
ferred.” 

This  provision  is  in  effect  similar  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  Ihe  24th  December,  1836,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, the  latter  part  being  word  for  word  tbe  same. 
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It  is  within  the  knowledge  of  all  that  the  resolution 
of  the  24th  December  was  also  similar  to  a resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  house  several  years  since,  after 
full  examination  of  the  subject  by  a committee. 
The  representatives  of  the  state  which  T in  part  re- 
present voted  for  that  resolution,  ami  one  of  them 
was  on  the  committee  who  reported  it.  Their 
course  met  the  decided  approbation  of  a majority 
of  their  constituents,  as,  I believe,  has  the  course 
of  those  who  supported  the  similar  resolution  of  the 
24th  December;  at  any  rate,  I may  be  pardoned  for 
saying  of  that  constituency  that  they  are  too  intel- 
ligent to  be  misled  by  the  idle  and  utterly  unfound- 
ed pretence  that  the  adoption  of  such  a resolution  is 
a denial  of  any  right  of  petition. 

Still,  sir,  as  in  some  portions  of  the  country, 
from  not  sufficiently  attending  to  t tie  reasons  induc- 
ing it,  this  may  have  been  considered  a measure  bor- 
dering on  harshness,  I have  thought  proper,  in  sub- 
mitting that  part  of  the  last  resolution  prescribing 
the  mode  of  action  by  the  house,  which  is  similar 
in  effect  to  the  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney, and  to  the  resolution  of  the  24th  of  December, 
1837,  to  preface  it  with  the  matter  preceding,  em- 
bodying the  reasons  which  not  only  render  the  pro- 
priety of  this  course  evident,  but  show's  the  impro- 
priety of  any  other.  I would  treat  these  petitions 
precisely  as  I would  any  other  involving  similar 
considerations.  These  subjects  have  excited  anx- 
ious attention  and  reflection,  here  and  elsewhere. 
It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  intelligence  of 
the  members  of  this  house  to  suppose  that  any  one 
of  them  had  not  made  up  his  mind  on  the  question 
whether  we  had  a right  to  grant  the  prayer  of  these 
petifiohs  or  not.  The  abolitionists  themselves 
evince  their  own  conviction  that  the  minds  of  mem- 
bers, even  before  they  enter  this  ball,  are  made  up 
on  these  subjects,  by  requiring  them  explicitly  to 
state  their  opinions  and  the  votes  they  intend  to 
give.  The  matter  has  been  once  referred  to  a com- 
mittee, who  fully  examined  it,  and  reported  such 
arguments  as  conclusively  show  our  want  of  juris- 
diction. Is  it  pretended  that  every  petition  must 
be  referred,  and  a report  be  made  in  full  upon  it, 
and  that  the  whole  time  of  congress  should  be 
spent  on  tire  subject?  The  house,  and  each  mem- 
ber of  the  house,  has  fully  considered  the  subject 
involved  in  these  petitions.  If,  then,  the  house  is 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  has  no  right  to  act  on 
these  subjects,  as  the  petitioners  desire,  it  is,  I con- 
ceive, our  duty  to  dispose  of  the  petitions  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible — unless,  indeed,  our  object 
be  to  waste  our  own  lime,  and  the  money  of  the 
people,  in  discussing,  interminable  and  unavailing, . 
or  worse  than  unavailing,  becauseintendedto  manu- 
facture public  sentiment  for  our  constituents,  rather 
than  to  acquire  light  lor  our  own  guidance,  and 
thus  indicating  the  assumption  that  we  are  the 
masters  instead  of  the  servants  of  the  people.  By 
the  mode  of  action  here  prescribed,  the  petitions 
are  to  be  presented  like  any  other  petition.  From 
the  statement  of  their  contents  required  by  the  rules 
of  the  house,  it  is  perceived  that  they  relate  to  sub- 
jects which  have  been  fully  considered  by  the 
hoii^e,  and  on  which  a majority  of  the  house  have 
definitely  formed  an  opinion  that  the  house  has  no 
legitimate  jurisdiction,  and  they  are  at  once  laid  on 
the  table. 

Believing,  sir,  as  I do,  that  “the  relation  of  mas- 
ter and  slave  is  a matter  exclusively  within' the  re- 
gulation of  the  states  where  it  exists,  ami  that  any 
interference  by  the  inhabitants  of  other  states  in  re- 
gard to  it  is  not  only  unauthorized  and  intrusive, 
but  faithless  and  dishonorable  as  being  against  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  tiie  sacred  compact  which  binds 
us  together;”  believing  that  the  agitation  now  prac- 
tised on  the  subject  o(  the  abolition  of  slavery,  whe- 
ther carried  on  under  the  pretext  of  maintaining  (lie 
right  of  petition,  or  any  other  pretext,  results  cither 
from  a total  misconception  of  the  nature  and  rights 
of  the  general  and  state  governments,  or,  as  there  is 
reason  to  fear  in  some  instances,  from  hostility  to 
our  established  republican  institutions;  that  it  tends 
to  alienate  the  friendly  regard  of  different  pads  of 
our  country,  and  introduce  sectional  differences  and 
distinctions — to  waste  and  consume  the  time  of  con- 
gress, and  enormously  to  increase  the  expenditures 
of  the  money  of  the  people;  that  it  is  dangerous  not 
only  to  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  slave-holding 
states,  but  also  in  the  highest  degree  to  the  integrity 
of  the  union;  that,  if  persisted  in,  it  threatens  to  in- 
volve the  whole  country  in  the  most  alarming  evils, 
and  that  it  ought  to  be  discountenanced  by  every 
friend  of  the  union  and  of  republican  government — 
I fear  not,  but  trust,  that  tlfese  resolutions  will  meet 
the  favorable  consideration  of  this  house. 

Mr.  A.  concluded  by  moving  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Cushing  demanded  that  the  question  be  taken 
separately  on  the  resolution. 


Mr.  Wise  protested  against  their  adoption,  and  re- 
pudiated them  as  southern  resolutions.  They  might 
contain  the  sentiments  of  the  nofth,  but  he  denied 
that  they  did  those  of  the  south,  and  he  designated 
them  as  a trap  surreptiously  sprung  upon  the  iiouse. 
Mr.  W.  intimated  that  tie  had  an  amendment  he 
wished  to  offer,  but  it  was  not  in  order  after  the  pre- 
vious question  had  been  moved. 

Mr.  Tillingliast  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  after  introducing  his  resolu- 
tions, prefacing  them  with  a speech,  and  then  mov- 
ing the  previous  question,  would  not  sutfer  other  gen- 
tlemen to  reply? 

Mr.  Stanly  moved  a call  of  the  house;  which  was 
ordered  and  proceeded  in  till  223  members  were 
found  to  be  present,  when  it  was  further  dispensed 
with. 

[On  the  name  of  Mr.  Wise  being  called,  that  gen- 
tleman rose  and  said  that,  as  one  of  ttie  representa- 
tives of  the  south,  he  was  not  here  on  the  subject  of 
abolition.] 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  by  the  house, 
ayes  103,  noes  102,  and  on  the  question  “shall  the 
main  question  be  now  put?”  Mr.  Briggs  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Bell  rose  with  a view  to  move  an  adjourn- 
ment of  the  house,  and  to  request  that  the  house 
would  order  the  resolutions  to  be  printed,  so  that 
when  tiie  members  came  here  to-morrow  (hey  might 
vote  understatidingiy.  There  could  be  no  debate, 
and  he  thought  tiie  Iiouse  would  see  the  propriety 'of 
adopting  this  course. 

Mr.  Cushman  objected  to  the  motion  to  print, 
which  could  not  be  put  without  unanimous  consent, 
and  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  he  called  for  tiie  yeas 
and  nays,  which,  being  ordered,  were  yeas  102,  nays 
113.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  again  recurring  “shall  tiie  main 
question  be  now  put?”  was  put  to  the  vote  and  de- 
cided in  tiie  affirmative  yeas  114,  nays  107,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bickneii,  Birdsall,  Brod- 
head,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreiing,  Wil- 
liam B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell.  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Clowney,  Cole,  Connor,  Crabb,  Craig,  Cra- 
ry,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Davee,  Deberry,  DeGraff, 
Dromgoole,  Duncan.  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield, 
Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  Glasscock,  Grantland, 
Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley, 
W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J. 
Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Lo- 
gan. Loomis,  Lyon,  Mailory,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure, 
Mercer,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W. 
Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parris,  Payn- 
ter,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pratt,  Reily, 
Rliett,  Rives,  C.  Shepard,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer, 
Stuart,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey, 
Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks, 
Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Yell— 114. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Boul- 
din,  Briggs,  Calhoun,  Calhoon,  Carter,  Chambers, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston, 
Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Dennis, 
Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher, 
I.  Fletcher.  Fillmore,  R Garland,  Giddings,  Goode,  J. 
Graham,  W.  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hall, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Herod,  Ingham, 
Jenifer, H.  Johnson.  W.  C.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lincoln, 
Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes, 
Parmenter,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pope,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rari- 
den,  Randolpi),  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgwav,  Robertson, 
Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Seigeant,  A. 
ft.  Sheppard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Til- 
linghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Vanderveer,  A.  S. 
While,  J.  White,  S.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H. 
Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Yorke — 107. 

So  tiie  house  determined  that  the  main  question 
be  now  put. 

Mr.  Connor  demanded  that  it  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays;  which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Williams , of  Tennessee,  asked  to  be 
excused  from  voting,  on  tiie  ground  that  he  had  not 
had  an  opportunity  to  look  at  the  resolutions.  As 
he  was  precluded  from  stating  his  views  in  regard' 
to  them,  he  wanted  to  look  well  at  eacli  word  before 
he  gave  his  vote  upon  it. 

Tiie  question  being  put,  Mr.  Williams  was  not 
excused . 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  now  moved  an  ad  journment, 
and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered 
and  taken,  add  resulted  in  tiie  negative — Ayes  108, 
nays  113.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr,  Stanly  prefered  the  same  request  to  be  ex- 
cused; and  stated  as  his  reasons,  first,  that  lie  had 
not  had  time  to  examine  the  resolutions,  and  to  see 
whether  they  gave  to  the  south  all  the  south  had  a 
right  to  demand.  Another  reason  was,  that,  like 


all  the  things  which  came  from  the  palace,  they 
were  of  a party  complexion. 

Here  tiie  chair  called  Mr.  Stanly  to  order,  [and 
Mr.  S.  stating  that  he  had  not  expected  to  be  al- 
lowed to  proceed,  withdrew  his  request. 

Mr.  Underwood  rose  and  said  that  he  desired  to  be 
excused  from  voting  on  the  resolution  now  under 
consideration;  that  he  intended  to  ask  ttiat  conces- 
sion to  him  from  the  house  in  good  faith;  and  that  he 
would  proceed,  under  the  30th" rule  of  the  house,  to 
give  a brief  statement  of  (he  reasons  upon  which  he 
desired  thj  house  to  act  in  coming  to  a conclusion. 
Tiie  last  resolution,  which  contained  the  essence,  the 
gist  of  the  whole  matter,  excluded  every  petition  or 
memorial  from  reference  or  consideration  by  this 
house  relating  to  tbeaboliton  of  slavery,  without  re- 
gard to  the  source  whence  it  might  come.  The 
same  was  true  relative  to  the  removal  of  slaves  from 
state  to  state,  or  from  state  to  territory.  This  reso- 
lution is  deduced,  as  the  necessary  conclusion,  from 
sundiy  propositions  previously  stated — some  of 
which,  as  abstract  legal  propositions,  are  undoubted- 
ly true — Tor  instance,  that  contained  in  the  first  reso- 
lution; and  some  being  matters  of  fact,  about  which 
there  may  be  a contrariety  of  opinion.  Now,  sir,  I 
I do  not  regard  it  to  be  my  legislative  duty  here  to 
be  voting  in  affirmance  of  legal  or  constitutional 
principles  which  no  one  denies,  or  of  facts  stated 
which  may  be,  and  probably  are,  true,  but  of  which 
there  is  no  legitimate  proof  before  this  house.  But, 
sir,  my  great  objection  to  voting  upon  tiiese  resolu- 
tions is,  that,  let  me  vote  affirmatively  or  negatively, 
my  vote.,  will  place  me  in  a false  position  before  my 
constituents.  I believe,  sir,  that  there  are  certain 
citizens  in  this  country  who  have  a right  to  petition 
congress  relative  to  tiie  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
removal  of  slaves  from  state  to  state,  or  state  to  ter- 
ritory; and  L believe  there  are  other  citizens  who 
have  no  such  right.  Thus,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  tiie 
citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia  have  a ri^lit  to 
petition  congress  relative  to  the  abolition  of  slavery 
among  them,  if  they  regard  tiie  existence  of  slavery 
as  a grievance;  but  I deny  that  tiie  people  of  Mas- 
sachusetts have  a right  lo  interfere  with  slavery  here 
by  way  of  petition  in  favor  of  its  abolition.  I think 
the  existence  of  slavery  here  is  a local  question,  no 
way  operating  upon  the  people  of  Massachusetts, 
and  having  no  effect  in  relation  to  tiie  execution  of 
the  powers  of  this  limited  government  granted  tor 
general  purposes.  Now,  sir,  tiie  resolutions  under 
consideration  make  no  distinction  in  respect  to  the 
petitioners.  They  place  those  who  are  affected  by 
the  existence  of  slavery,  and  who  may  feel  grievan- 
ces, upon  the  same  footing  with  those  who  are  in  no 
way  affected  by  it,  and  who,  in  my  opinion,  cannot 
possibly  make  out  such  a grievance  growing  out  of 
the  existence  of  slavery  as  will  justify  them  in  agi- 
tating this  iiouse  and  nation  with  discussions  which 
cannot  fail  to  lead  to  the  most  hitler  excitements, 
and  which  can  result  in  nothing  good. 

If  I vote,  therefore,  in  favor  of. these  resolutions, 
it  will  seem  that  I deny  the  right  of  every  class  of 
citizens  to  petition  congress  on  tile  subject  of  slave- 
ry. If  I vote  against  them,  it  might  be  inferred  that 
1 was  in  favor  of  allowing  every  body  to  pour  in 
abolition  petitions  here,  to  the  destruction  of  the  hai-. 
mony  of  this  house,  and  probably  the  consumption  of 
half  our  time.  I therefore  see  no  consistent  course 
left  me  hut  to  ask  to  be  excused,  and,  if  impelled  to 
vote,  then  to  vote  against  every  tesolulion,  conc.ider- 
ing  tiie  connexion  in  which  they  now  stand. 

I intended  to  offer  an  amendment  which  I hold 
in  my  hand,  but  the  privilege  of  doing  that  lias  been 
denied  me  by  sustainingjthe  call  for  tiie  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Underwood's  amendment  was  as  follows: 

[Resolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  or  papers  re- 
lating'to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the.  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, or  any  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States; 
and  all  petitions,  memorials,  or  papers  relating  to  the 
removal  of  slaves  from  one  stale  to  another;  or  from  a 
state  to  a territory,  or  to  the  District  of  Columbia;  or 
from  a territory  to  a territory,  or  to  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; or  from  the  District  of  Columbia  to  a state  or 
territory;  unless  the  same  proceed  or  come  from  the 
citizens  or  some  portion  of  them  resident  within  the 
state  or  territory,  or  District  of  Columbia,  in  which  the 
proposed  action  of  congress  is  to  operate,  and  which 
shall  be  vouched  by  the  member  offering  the  same, 
shall,  upon  the  contents  being  stated,  and  their  presen- 
tation, be  laid  -upon  the  table,  without  being  printed  or 
referred,  and  no  further  action  bad  thereon.] 

The  question  being  put,  Mr.  Underwood  was  not 
excused. 

Mr.  Wise  rose  to  ask  that  the  House  would  ex- 
cuse him  from  voting;  and  he  did  so  with  the  dis- 
tinct understanding  that  whether  the  house  excused 
hi  in  or  no,  lie  should  not  vote.  He  had  a right,  un- 
der the  rule,  to  give  the  reasons  why  he  wished  to 
be  excused;  and  he  was  held  by  the  rule  to  state 
his  oien  reasons,  be  they  what  they  might.  Those 
I reasons  he  averred  to  be  inherent  in  the  resolutions 
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'themselves.  They  were  utterly  derelict  as  to  the 
great  point  on  which  alone  the  south  could  stand- 
The  very  first  of  them  related  to  slavery  in  the 
tates.  Now,  Mr.  \V.  could  neitherallinn  nor  deny 
the  right  of  his  constituents  to  hold  property  in 
slaves — nothing  should  force  him  to  do  so — the 
whole  united  power  of  tire  government  should  never 
compel  him.  One  of  the  resoluiions  was  so  drawn 
as  to  be  liable  to  the  inference  that,  if  the  agitation 
of  the  question  of  slavery  was  intended  as  a means 
of  effecting  its  abolition  only  in  the  distr  ict,  and  no 
further,  it  was  not  censurable. 

The  chair  here  reminded  Mi-.  Wise  that  he  could 
not  discuss  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Wise  said  that  the  main  question  of  all, 
these  resolutions  did  not  touch.  Let  the  house 
adopt  what  resolutions  it  would,  they  of  the  south 
would  withstand  the  whole  power  of  the  govern- 
ment if  exerted  on  the  question  of  slave-holding. 
There  were  rights  of  the  slave-holding  states  in  the 
non-slave-holding  states.  One  of  his  chief  reasons 
why  he  could  not  vote  on  these  resolutions  was, 
that  they  were  a trap — a trap  for  the  south.  He 
did  not  recognise  them — whether  this  thing  had 
been  gotten  up  with  the  consent  of  his  southern 
brethren  of  either  party,  he  was  ignorant. 

Mr.  W.  was  repeatedly  called  to  order  for  trans- 
gressing the  30th  rule,  which  provides  that  a mem- 
ber may  give,  his  reasons  for  being  excused  from 
voting,  but  the  chair  ruled  that  he  could,  in  no  way, 
touch  the  merits  of  the  resolutions.  Mr.  W.  at 
length  withdrew  his  request  to  be  excused. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  of  Maryland,  said  he  would  briefly 
state  the  reasons  why  he  desired  not  to  vote  upon 
the  resolutions  now  under  consideration.  In  doing 
which,  he  would  endeavor  not  to  trespass  upon  the 
rules,  which  he  knew  were  limited.  The  resolu- 
tions were  intended  to  affect  the  rights  of  the  slave- 
holding states,  and  the  representatives  from  the 
south  have  had  no  opportunity  to  examine  them. 
They  have  been  proposed  by  a member  from  the 
extreme  north  of  the  non-slaveholding  states',  and 
the  previous  question  has  been  called,  and  sustained 
principally  Irom  that  quarter.  A proposition  to 
to  print  has  been  refused,  and  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine denied.  From  what  can  be  inferred  Irom  the 
speech  of  the  mover,  (Mr.  Atherton,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire,) who  called  for  the  previous  question  imme- 
diately after,  the  south  have  reason  to  believe  that 
some  sinister  object  is  intended.  The  resolutions 
affect  the  rights  of  the  slaveholding  states;  and  a 
series  of  resolutions  are  offered  by  a member  from 
the  extreme  north,  who  refuses  any  opportunity  of 
examination.  We  of  the  south  ask  no  favors  Irom 
that  quarter,  but  we  insist  upon  our  rights;  and  as 
our  institutions  are  to  be  invaded,  we  claim  the 
right  to  reply  to  and  repel  any  thing  affecting  those 
rights.  This  is  now  denied.  We  of  the  south  can- 
not be  heard  in  defence  of  our  rights.  I therefore, 
(said  Air.  J.,)  do  not  intend  to  vote  upon  a question 
sprung  upon  us  without  notice,  coming  from  a 
source  which  we  should  distrust,  denied  the  right 
to  examine,  the  privilege  of  seeing  in  print,  a mat- 
ter which  may  negatively  or  affirmatively  aff'ectour 
most  important  interests,  and  we  cannot  be  heard. 
I decline  to  vote  for  another  reason,  which  is,  that 
these  resolutions  are  now  forced  upon  us,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  allaying  the  excitement  upon  this  most 
important  question  ns  regards  southern  interests, 
but  for  political  purposes.  The  south  are  preparer! 
to  protect  their  interests.  We  desire  not  northern 
advice  how  they  shall  be  managed.  We  know  our 
rights,  and  we  will  protect  them. 

I do  not  ask  to  be  excused  from  voting,  but  I 
shall  not  vote  upon  a question  when  I believe  the 
north  have  no  right  to  interfere,  and  is  exclusively 
a southern  matter. 

The  question  was  now  at  length  taken  on  the 
following  resolution,  being  the  first  in  the  series 
moved  by  Mr.  Atherton: 

Resolved , That  this  government  is  a government  of 
limited  powers,  and  that,  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  congress  has  no  jurisdiction  whatever 
over  the  institutions  ofslavery  in  the  several  states  of  the 
confederacy. 

And  the  question  on  agreeing  to  this  resolution 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  John 
W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Ailiermn,  Aycrigg, 
Banks,  Beat  tv,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bickncll,  Biddle, 
.Budsall,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  John  Calhoun,  Cambre- 
leng,  William  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter, 
Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
dnlid,  Clark,  Clownev,  Coffin,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin, 
Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cush- 
in?,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Davec,  Davies,  Deberry,  De 
Cfr.i  11,  Dennis,  Do ungooie,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Foster,  Fry,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Giddings, 
Glasc  ick.  G rade,  James  Graham,  William  Graham, 
Gramland,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Grennafi,  Griffin, 
Haley,  Ilall,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison, 


Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Herpd,  licit,  Hop- 
kins, Howard,  Hubley,  William  If.  Hunter,  Robert  M. 
T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thos.  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson, 
II.  Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  Wni.  C.  Johnson,  N.  Jones, 
J.  W.  Jones,  Keini,  Kemble,  Kennedy,  Klingensmith, 
Lcgare,  Leadbatu  r,  Lev.  is,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loomis, 
Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  James  AI.  Mason,  S.  Mason, 
Martin,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKay,  R.  McClellan, 
Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, S.  W.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Murray,  Naylor,' Noble, 
rainier,  Barker,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Pay  liter*  Petrikin, 
Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope,  Pratt,  Putnam,  Ran- 
dolph, Roily,  Rencher,  Illicit,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Robert- 
son, Robinson,  Rumsey,  Sal.tsonstal-I,  Sawyer,  Shelter, 
Augustine  II.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard,  Shields. 
Sheplor,  Sibley,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer, 
Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Thompson,  Titus,  'Poland,  Toucey,  Towns, 
Turney,  Vail,  Wagener,  Webster,  A-S.  White,  J. White, 
Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Word, 
Yell,  Yorke— PJ8. 

NAYS — Alessrs.  Adams,  Evans,  Everett,  Potts,  Rus 
sell,  Slade — 6. 

So  the  first  resolution  was  adopted  as  above. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  12.  As  soon  as  the  journal  was 
read — 

Mr.  Wise  rose  and  desired  that  it  might  stand  as 
recorded  evidence  on  the  journal,  that  he  had  not 
entertained  the  jurisdiction  of  congress  over  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  states  oi  the  union,  when 
the  resolutions  on  that  subject  were  before  the 
house  yesterday. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  W.  the  Speaker  staled  that  this 
morion  would  go  on  the  journal,  when  Air.  Wise 
rejoined  (hat  his  object  was  equally  well  attained. 

Air.  Campbell,  of  Term,  inquired  of  the  speaker 
whether  it  would  then  be  in  order  to  move  a recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  taken  the  day  before  on  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question,  and  on  the  ques- 
tion “shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?”  to  which 
interrogatory  the  speaker  was  understood  to  answer 
in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  adoption  of 
the  second  of  the  said  series  of  resolutions,  in  the 
words  following,  (o  wit: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitions  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  cf  Columbia  and  the  territories 
of  the  United  States,  and  against  the  removal  of  slaves 
from  one  slate  to  another,  are  a part  of  the  plan  of 
operations  set  on  foot  to  affect  the  institution  of  slavery 
in  the  several  states,  and  thus  indirectly  to  destroy  tha-t 
institution  within  their  limits. 

Mr.  Biddle  asked  permission  to  decline  voting  on 
the  second  proposition,  as  wantonly  stigmatising  a 
class  of  men.  Whilst  he  could  not  vote  tor  it,  lie 
knew  the  reckless  audacity  with  which  a vote 
against  it  might  be  used  to  create  a false  impression. 
Air.  B.  referred  to  the  stand  he  had  taken  in  his  own 
district  on  this  subject;  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  been  sustained.  His  Van  Buren  opponent  had 
refused  to  answer  the  interrogatories  propounded. 
Air.  B.  thought  that  a body  of  honorable  men  ought 
not  to  place  him  in  this  false  light  for  the  more 
transient  purposes  of  party,  with  a view  to  in- 
fluence the  elections  at  the  south,  now  that  those  at 
the  north  had  been  got  through  with  it.  Mr.  B.  was 
proceeding  further,  but 

The  Chair  interposed,  on  the  ground  that  the  gen- 
tleman was  transgressing  the  rules. 

The  house  refused  to  excuse  Air.  Biddle. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
was  then  taken. 

Mr.  Wise  refusing  lo  vote  when  his  name  was 
called,  and  the  clerk  proceeding  to  the  ensuing 
names — 

Mr.  Cushing  raised  this  point  of  order.  That  as, 
by  one  of  the  rules  of  the  house,  it  was  made  obli- 
gatory on  every  member  who  was  within  the  bar, 
when  his  name  was  called  lo  vote,  and  by  another 
rule,  the  clerk  was  required  to  call  the  names  of  the 
members  alphabetically.  Mr.  C.  insisted  that  the 
clerk  could  not  proceed  to  call  a subsequent  name, 
until  the  member  next  preceding  him  on  the  roll,  and 
who  was  at  the  time  in  his  place,  had  voted,  or  un- 
til the  house  had  taken  order  upon  it. 

The  Chair  said  this  question  had  been  decided  in 
the  24th  congress,  and  the  decision  of  the  chair  bad, 
in  that  instance,  been  affirmed  by  a vote  of  more 
than  two  to  one.  The  clerk  must  proceed  with  (he 
call,  leaving  the  house  to  deal  with  a member  in 
such  manner,  or  not  at  all,  as  it  might  think  proper. 

Mr.  Cushing  gave  notice  that  he  should  renew  the 
point,  and  he  did  so  when  the  calling  of  the  roll  was 
through,  hut  the  Chair  again  tnled  Air.  C.  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Cushing  insisted  that  this  was  a question  of 
of  principle  which  must  be  decided  now. 

The  Chair  said  that  the  annunciation  of  the  vote 
could  not  be  interrupted. 


Air.  Cushing.  Suppose  a member’s  vote  may 
change  Ihe  decision. 

The  Chair  said  that  the  question  might  be  put, 
arid  one  member  and  another,  and  another,  might  re- 
fuse to  vote  until  the  business  of  the  house  might  be 
in  this  way  interrupted  anti  postponed  almost  inde- 
finitely. 

Air.  Cushing  put  the  case  of  a member  asking  to 
be  excused  and  the  house  refusing,  he  should  then 
positively  and  contumaciously  refuse  to  vote,  was 
the  house  to  let  it  pass? 

The  Chair  replied  that  the  matter  must  be  taken 
notice  of  at  another  period,  ior  nothing  could  be  suf- 
fered lo  interpose  to  prevent  the  annunciation  of  the 
decision. 

The  roll  having  been  gone  through,  the  vote  stood 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Alessrs.  Anderson,  -Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Birdsall, 
Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  John  Calhcon, 
Cambruleng,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey, 
Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Clowney,'  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Dawson, 
Deberry,  Dennis,  Dromgqole,  Duncan,  Elmore,  Far- 
rington, Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Gallup,  Jas. 
Garland,  Rico  Garland,  Glascock.  Jus.  Graham,  Grant- 
land,  Grant,  Graces,  Gray,  Griffin,  Hamer,  Harlan, 
Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Hubley,  Robert  Ai.  T.  Hunter,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  John- 
son, William  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John 
W.  Jones,  Kcirn,  Kemble,  Kennedy,  Klingensiniih, 
Leadbetic-r,  Lewis,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Janies  M 
Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham 
McClellan,  McCluie,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Parker,  Parris,  Paynler,  Pearce,  Fetiikin, 
Phelps,  Pickens,  Plurner,  Pope,  Pratt,  Reily,  Rencher, 
Rhett,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Augustine  Id.  Shepperd, 
Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheph.r,  Snyder,  Southgate, 
Spencer,  Stuart,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Tho- 
mas, Thompson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail, 
Wagener,  Webster.  Whittlesey,  John  White,  Sheirod 
Williams,  J.  W.  Wiliiams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Word,  and 
Yell— 134. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bond,  Briggs,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Childs,  Clark,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston, 
Cushing,  Darlington,  Davee,  Davies,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fietcher,  Fillmore, 
Fry,  Giddings.  Goode,  William  Graham,  Grcnnell, 
Hall,  Iialsted, -Harper,  Blastings.  Henry,  Herod,  Lin- 
coln, Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maxwell,  McKennan, 
Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Parmenter, 
Peck,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Ridgway,  Robiivon,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant, 
Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Stone,  Stratton,  Tillinghast, 
Titus,  Toland,  Albert  S.  White,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
and  York— 67. 

Henry  A.  Wise  refused  to  vote. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  adoption  of 
the  third  resolution,  in  the  words  following,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  Congress  has  no  right  to  do  that  indi- 
rectly which  it  cannot  do  directly;  and  that  tbe  agitation 
of  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or 
the  territories,  as  a means,  and  w ith  a view  of  disturbing 
or  overthrowing  that  institution  in  the  several  states,  is 
against  the  true  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  constitution, 
an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  states  affected,  and 
a breach  of  the  public  faith  on  which  they  entered  into 
the  confederacy. 

Air.  Bond  asked  for  a division,  so  as  to  take  the 
vote  first  on  that  portion  of  the  resolution  contained 
in  the  following  words:  “ Resolved , That  congress 
has  no  right  to  do  that  indirectly  which  it  cannot  do 
directly.” 

Which  said  division  was  ordered. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson, 
Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Banks,  Beany,  Beers, 
Beirne,  Bell,  Bickncll,  Birdcall,  Bouldin,  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  J.  Calhoon,  Cambreleng, 
W.  B.  Campbell,  J.  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Clark,  Clowney,  Coffin,  Coles,  Connor, 
Corwin,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman, 
Dawson,  Davee,  Deberry,  D<  Graft?  Dennis,  Drorn- 
goole,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Ewing,  Far- 
rington, Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup, 
•Tames,  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Glascock,  Goode,  Jas. 
Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Graves, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Halsted,  Hammond,  llainer, 
Harlan,  Harrison,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Henry,  Herod,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Wm. 
H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas 
B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John 
W.  Jones,  Keini,  Kemble,  Kliugensmith,  Legare,  Lead- 
better,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  J.  M. 
Mason.  Samson  Mason,  Marlin,  Maury,  May,  Alax- 
well,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClel- 
lan, McClure,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell, 
Alontgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Murray,  Noble,  Noyes,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parris,  Payn- 
ter,  Pearce,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope, 
Pratt,  Randolph,  Reily,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Ridgway, 
Rives,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Sawyer,  Augustine  H. 
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Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Snyder, 

,,  r.  o. — . o.« — Stratton,  bweann- 

Tovvns,  Tur- 
ney Vail,  wao-ener,  n..  o.  wane,  jua»  v/liite,  Whit- 
tlesey, S.  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Jos.  L.  Wil- 
liams, C.  H.  Williams,  Word,  Yell — 170. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Adams,  Herman  Allen,  Bond, 
Borden,  Briggs,  Childs,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Darlington',  Davies,  Evans,  Everett,  Richard  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Giddings,  Grennell,  Hall,  Kennedy,  Lincoln, 
Calvary  Morris,  Peck,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Salton- 
stall,  Slade,  Smith,  Tillinghast,  Yorke — 30. 

Sot1"  s first  branch  of  the  said  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr.  Waddy  Thompson  was 
called  on  the  last  vote,  that  gentleman  rose  and  asked 
to  be  excused  from  voting  on  the  third  resolution, 
because  no  vote  that  he  could  give  would  express 
his  true  opinions;  because,  whilst  it  positively  as- 
serted 'what  he  believed  to  be  true,  that  congress  has 
no  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  with  a view 
to  abolishing  it  in  the  states , it  implied,  by  the  strong- 
est negative  pregnant,  that  congress  has  the  power 
to  abolish  in  the  District,  if  it  'is  not  done  with  a 
view  to  abolishing  slavery  in  the  states— a proposi-  • 
tion  which  he,  denied.  Congress  has  no  powei  to 
touch  the  subject  even  in  the  District. 

But  the  house  refused  to  excuse  Mr.  T.]  ^ , 

And  (he  question  recurring  on  the  second  branch 
of  the  said  third  resolution  in  the  words  following, 
viz.  “And  that  the  agitation  of  the  subject  of  slave- 
ry in  the  District  of  Columbia  or  the  territories,  as 
a means  and  with  a view  of  disturbing  or  over- 
throwing that  institution  in  the  several  states,  is 
against  The  true  spirit  and  meaning  ot  the  constitu- 
tion, an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  states  af- 
fected, and  a breach  of  the  public  faith  on  which  they 
entered  into  the  confederacy.”  _ . 

Mr  Rice  Garland  enquired  if  it  woum  be  in  ol- 
der for  the  mover  ol  the  resolution  now  to  modify  it? 

The  Chair  said  it  would  not,  because  the  bouse 

had  ordered  the  main  question  upon  it  as  it  stood. 

It  could  only  be  done  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr  Garland  asked  it  for  the  mover  of  the  reso- 
lution, but  objections  were  heard  in  various  parts  of 

the  house.  , . , , , 

Mr  Wise  asked  the  chair,  not  doubting  himself, 
however  what  would  be  his  decision,  whether  the 
second  branch  of  the  third  resolution  was  capable 
of  such  a division  as  to  leave  out  the  words— “us  a 
means  and  with  a view  of  disturbing  and  overthrowing 
that  institution  in  the  several  states so  as  to  make 
the  proposition  read,  divided:  “And  that  t[ie  agita- 
tion of  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  Dist.nct  of  Co- 
lumbia or  the  territories,  is  against  the  true  spirit 
and  meaning  of  the  constitution,  an  infringement  ot 
■rim  ,-io-hts  of-the  states  affected,  and  a breach  oi  the 
public  faith  on  which  they  entered  into  the  conferi- 

qjpf.  speaker  decided  this  division  to  be  oul  of  or- 

fder4TdWise  remarked  that  the  decision  was  right, 
and  he  only  wished  to  draw  attention  to  the  tact 
lhat  the  resolution  was  so  cunningly  framed  as  to 
be  incapable  ot  this  division.  . . , . 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  in 
ft.fTj.rrnat’i ve,  as  iollows: 

a IMpssrs.  Alexander,  John  W.  Allan,  An- 


-koii  p.,, Ca«ev-  Chambers,  .Cfianey, 

Fi  irk  Downey,  Coffin,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crabb, 
S'  ■„’  r‘  y Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Da- 
it  i ' ’ npCraff  Dennis.  Dromgoole,  Duncan, 

I??’  F lm ore  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry, 

r nihi i fames  Garland,  Rice  Garland, Glascock,  James 
Gfrant,  Graves,  Gray,  Griffin,  Ha- 
£ Hammand,  Flamer,  Harrison,  Harper,  Hawes, 
Kavnes,  Holt,  Hopkms,  Howard-,  Hubley, 
WPham'H.' Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham, 
Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson  Henry  Jonnson 
Joseph.  Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel 
t°|E  Toh n W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble  Kennedy, 
xnwLornitb  Leeare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loo- 
Klmriene.  - | James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury, 

5VS’  HfovWell*  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  Abraham  Me 
MmT’  ® McClure  Menefee,  Mercer, Milligan,  Montgo- 
GieU  S.  W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble, 

■ lery,  Mo»e,  rvio.gan  » Pearce,  Petrikin, 

jalraei , f f ““  Sw.  Pratt.  Randolph.  Reilv. 


hams,  Word,  Yell,  York*e  16  T,  , 

N AYS— Messrs.  Adams.  Heman  Allen,  Borden, 
p-iWi  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Childs,  Cranston,  Cusmng, 
Darlington,  Davies,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Richard 
Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Filmore  Giddings,  Goode, 
Grennell,  Hall,  Kalsted,  Hastings,  Lincoln,  S.  Mason, 


McKennan,  Mitchell,  C.  Morris,  Noyes,  Peck,  Potts, 
Putnam,  Rariden,  Ridgvvay,  Robinson,  Russell,  Salton- 
stall,  Sibley,  Slade,  Tillinghast- — 39. 

So  the  second  branch  of  the  third  resolution  was 
agreed  to.  _ 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  adoption  of 
the  fourth  resolution,  in  the  words  following,  viz: 
Resolved,  That  the  constitution  rests  on  the  broad 
principal  of  equality  among  the  members  of  this  confed- 
eracy, and  that  congress,  in  the  exercise  of  its  acknow- 
ledged powers,  has  no  right  to  discriminate  between  the 
institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  states  and  another, 
with  a view  of  abolishing  the  one  and  promoting  the 
other. 

Mr.  Lincoln  rose  and-sairl  that  this  resolution 
contained  two  distinct,  substantive,  and  affimative 
propositions.  The  first  was  as  follows:  “That  the 
constitution  rests  on  the  broad  principle  of  equality 
among  the  members  of  the  confederacy.”  This 
was  not  a truism,  but  a palpable  and  acknowledged 
falsity. 

The  chair  said  that  the  gentleman  could  not  dis- 
cuss the  propositions.  If  he  desired  a division,  he 
should  state  what  it  was,  and  the  chair  could  decide 
whether  it  was  admissible  or  not. 

Mr.  Lincoln  said  it  was  from  no  captious  dispo- 
sition that  he  had  risen;  he  wished  to  have  the 
sense  of  the  house  distinctly  taken  on  the  two  pro- 
positions contained  in  this  resolution. 

The  chair  desired  that  the  gentleman  would  state 
what  this  proposition  was. 

Mr.  Lincoln  then  stated  the  division  he  desired, 
and  it  was  ordered;  the  first  branch  being  as  fol- 
lows : 

“Resolved,  That  the  constitution  rests  on  the  broad 
principle  of  equality  among  the  members  of  this  confed- 
eracy.” 

And  the  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the 
affimative  af  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
derson, Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Banks,  Beat- 
ty, Beers,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bickuell,  Birdsail,  Bond, 
Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bionson,  Buchanan,  Bynum, 

J.  Caliioon,  Cambreleng,  W.  B.  Campbell,.!.  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Clark,  Clowney,  Coffin,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin, 
Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushing,  Cushman, 
Dawson,  Davee,  Deberry,  DeGraff,  Dennis,  Drom- 
goole,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Ewing, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Foster,  Frv,  Gallup,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland, 
Giddings,  Glascock,  Goode,  James  Graham,  Win. 
Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Halsted,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Holt,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Hubley,  R.  M.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas 
B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  H.  Johnson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  "William  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Legare, 
Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory, 
Marvin,  James  M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Martin, 
Maury,  May,  McKay,  R.  McClellen,  A.  McClel- 
lan, McClure,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milli- 
gan, Mitchell,  (Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W. 
Morris,  C.  Morris,  Murray,  Naylor,  Noble,  Noyes, 
Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Paynter,  Pearce, 
Peck,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope, 
Pratt,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Reily,  Rencher,  llbett. 
Ridgvvay,  Rives,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Sawyer,  A. 
H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Snyder, 
Southgate,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Swear- 
ingen. Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Ti- 
tus,. Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer, 
Wagener,  Webster,  J.  White,  Whittlesey,  S.  Wil- 
liams, J.  W.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  Word,  Yell, 
Yorke — 182. 

NAYS — -Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Heman  Allen, 
Borden,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cranston,  Curtis, 
Darlington,  Davies,  Evans,  Everett,  R.  Fletcher, 
Grennell,  Hall,  Hastings,  Kennedy,  Lincoln,  Max- 
well, Potts,  Randolph,  Robinson,  Russell,  Salton- 
stall,  Slade,  Tillinghast,  A.  S.  White— 26. 

So  the  first  branch  of  the  fourth  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

The  second  branch  included  the  words  following: 
“And  that  congress,  in  the  exercise  of  .its  acknow- 
ledged powers,  has  no  right  to  discriminate  between 
the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  states  and  ano- 
ther, with  a view  of  abolishing  the  one  and  pro- 
moting the  other.” 

And  the  question  was  then  taken. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Kennedy  having  been  called, 
that  gentleman  rose,  and  inquired  ot  the  chair  if  it 
was  in  order  to  correct  a grammatical  error. 

The  speaker  said  that  no  alteration  could  be  per- 
mitted by  the  rule. 

Mr.  Kennedy  said  that,  such  being  the  case,  pro- 
testing against  the  grammar  of  the  resolution,  he 
should  vote  in  favor  of  it. 

And  the  question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  John  W.  Allen, 
Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Banks, 


Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Birdsail, 
Bond,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Broadhead,  Bronson,  Buch- 
anan, Bvnum,  Cambreling,  William  B.  Campbell, 
John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Clark,  Clownc-y,  Coffin,  Coles,  Connor, 
Corwin,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushing, 
Cushman,  Dawson,  Davee,  Deberry,  De  Graff, Den- 
nis, Dromgool'e,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Far- 
rington, Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher, Foster,  Fry,  Jas. 
Garland,  Price  Garland,  Glascock,  Goode,  James 
Graham,  William  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Gray, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harri- 
son, Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henry, 
Herod,  Holt,  Hopkins,  -Howard,  Hubley,  William 
H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thos. 
B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Flenry  Johnson,  J. 
Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Kenned}',  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  S. 
Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay,  R.  Mc- 
Clellan, A.  McClellan,  McClure,  McKennan,  Men- 
efee, Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Murray, 
Naylor,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Parris, 
Paynter,  Pearce,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pope, 
Pratt,  Putnam,  Randolph,  Reiley,  Rencher,  Rhett, 
Ridgvvay,  Rives,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Sawyer,  Au- 
gustine H.  Shepperd,  Charles  Sheperd,  Shields, 
Sheplor,  Sibley,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer.  Stone, 
Stuart,  Stratton,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Thompson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney, 
Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Albert  S. 
White,  John  White,  Whittlesey,  S.  Williams,  J. 
W.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  Williams,  Word, 
Yell,  Yorke— 175. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Borden, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Cranston, Darlington,  Davies, 
Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Gid- 
dings, Grennell,  Hall,  Halsted,  Hastings,  Lincoln, 
Peck,  Potts,  Rariden,  Robinson,  Saltonstall,  Slade, 
Smith,  Tillinghast — 26. 

So  the  second  branch  of  the  fourth  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

The  last  of  the  resolutions  having  been  read  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  all  attempts  on  the  part  of 
congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
or  the  territories,  or  to  prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves 
from  state  to  state,  or  to  discriminate  between  the  insti- 
tutions of  one  portion  of  the  country  and  another  with 
the  views  aforesaid,  arc  in  violation  of  the  constitution, 
destructive  of  the  fundamental  principles  on  which  the 
union  ot  these  states  rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdiction 
of  congress;  and  that  every  petition,  memorial,  resolu- 
tion, proposition,  or  paper  touching  or  relating  in  anv. 
way,  or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  slavery  as  atoresaid, 
or  the  abolition  thereof,  shall,  on  the  presentation  thereof, 
without  any  further  action  ihereon,  be  laid  on  the  table 
without  being  debated,  printed,  or  referred. 

Mr.  Randolph  asked  that  it  be  divided,  and  that 
the  question  be  first  put  on  the  following  clause: 
“That  all  attempts  on  the  part  of  congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  or  the  temtoiies,  oi 
to  prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves  from  state  to  state,  ot- 
to discriminate  between  the  institutions  of  one  portion 
of  the  country  and  another  with  the  views  aforesaia, 
are  in  violation  of  the  constitution,  destructive  of  the 
fundamental  principles  on  which  the  union  of  these 
states  rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  congress.” 
The  chair  said  the  division  was  in  order;  and  the 
question  was  thereupon  so  divided  accordingly. 

Mr.  Wise.  I will  now,  if  it  be  in  order,  or,  at 
all  events,  to  test  the  sense  of  ths»  house,  I will 
move  that  the  rales  be  suspended,  to  allow  me  to 
move  as  an  amendment  tostrike  out  the  words  with 
the  views  aforesaid.”  And,  lest  this  motion  be 
charged  by  the  friends  of  the  proposition  with  a 
design  to  excite  debate,,,  I will  pledge  myself  not 
to  debate  the  amendment. 

The  chair  said  it  was  not  in  order,  the  previous 
question  having  been  moved  and  seconded.  Mr. 
Wise  would  submit,  but  he  wished  to  strike  out 
those  woids,  because  they  are  the  words  which, 
under  the  party  compact',  bargained  and  sold  the 
rights  of  the  south. 

Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  said:  I shall  vote  in  the 
affirmative,  omitting  or  expunging,  so  far  as  my  vote 
o-oes,  the  words  “with  the  views  aforesaid.”  Con- 
gress has  no  constitutional  power,  for  any  “views” 
or  for  any  purposes  whatever,  to  interfere  with  the 
question. 

The  roll  having  been  called,  the  resolution  was 
adopted  by,  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  An- 
drews, Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,,  Beers,  Beirne 
Bell,  Bicknell,  Birdsail,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Buchanan 
Bynum,  J.  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Wtn.B.  Camp 
bell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Cor 
win,  Crab,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cush 
man,  Dawson,  Deberry,  DeGraff,  Dennis,  Drom 
goole,  Duncan,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fry. 
Gallup,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Glascock, 
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James  Graham,  Grantland,  Gray,  Griffin,  Ham- 
mond, Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Harper,  Haws, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,' Howard,  Hubley,  Win. 
H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  VVm.  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kenned}',  Klingen- 
smith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis, 
Lyon,  Mallory,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury, 
May,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  Mc- 
Clellan, McCHure,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Murray,  No- 
ble, Palmer,  Parker,  Parris,  Paynter,  Pearce,  Pe- 
trikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope,  Pratt,  Ran- 
dolph, Reily,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Rives,  Robertson, 
Rumsey,  Sawyer,  4-Ugustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles 
Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Southgate, 
Spencer,  Stuart,  Stone,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Titus,  l’oucey, 
Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Wagener,  Webster,  Albert 
S.  White,  John  White,  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, Jared  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
C.  H.  Williams,  Yell— 147. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Ay- 
crigg,  Borden,  Briggs,  Win.  B.  Calhoun,  Childs, 
Cranston,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davis,  Dunn,  Ed- 
wards, Evans,  Everett,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  F oster,  Giddings,  Goode,  Grant, 
Grenneli,  Haley,  Hall,  Halsted,  Hastings,  Henry, 
Herod,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Max- 
well, McKennan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris,  Nay- 
lor, Noyes,  Peck,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Reed, 
Robinson,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sheffer,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Stratton,  Tillinghast — 51. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  remaining 
clause  of  the  resolution;  viz: 

“And  that  every  petition,  memorial,  resolution, 
proposition,  or  paper  touching  or  relating  in  any 
way,  or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  slavery  as  afore- 
said, or  the  abolition  thereof,  shall,  on  the  presenta- 
tion thereof,  without  any  further  action  thereon, 
be  laid  on  the  table  without  being  debated,  printed 
or  referred,” 

Mr.  Potts  moved  to  lay  this  part  of  the  resolution 
on  the  table,  and  on  that  motion  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered  and  taken, 
and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden, 
Briggs,  Win.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoun,  Childs, 
Clark,  Collin,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Darlington,  Davee,  Davies,  Dunn,  Ed- 
wards, Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  I. 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Giddings,  Goode,  Wm.  Gra- 
ham, Graves,  Grenneli,  Haley,  Hall,  Halsted,  Har- 
per, Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Ingham,  Lincoln, 
Marvin,  Samson  M*son,  Maxwell,  McKennan, 
Meuelee,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris,  Nay- 
lor, Noyes,  Pannenter,  Peck,  Potts,  Putnam,  Ra- 
riden, Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Edward  Robin- 
son, Russell,’  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Sheffer,  Sib- 
ley, Slade,  Smith,  Stratton,  Tillinghast,  'Poland, 
Albert  S.  White,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Word  and 
Yorke— S3. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsail, 
Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum, 
Carnbreleng,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell, 
Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Clowney,  Coin’s, 
Connor,  Craig,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Dawson,  De- 
berry, De  Graff,  Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Eh 
more,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup, 
James  Garland,  Glascock,  James  Graham,  Grant- 
land,  Grant,  Gray, Griffin,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Har- 
lan, Harrison.,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter, 
Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez 
Jackson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson, 
N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kennedy, 
Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory, James  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
Maury,  May,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham 
McClellan,  McClure,  Mercer,  Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan,  Malbias  Morris,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Mur- 
ray, Noble,  Palmer,  Parker, Parris,  Paynlor,  Pearce, 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plummer,  Pratt,  Reily, 
Rencher,  Rhett,  Rives,  John  Robinson,  Rumsey, 
Sawyer,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shep- 
ard, Shields,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spen- 
'cer,  Stuart,  Stone,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  Titqs,  Toucy,  Tpvvns,  Turney,  Vail, 
Wagener,  Webster,  John  White,  Whittlesey,  Sher- 
rod Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Christopher  PI. 
Williams,  Yell— 129. 

So  the  house  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 

table. 

Mr.  Jenifer  inquired  what  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  resolution  if  adopted?  Would  it  not  be  to  de- 
clare that  all  petitions  on  the  subject  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  were  to  be  received  by  the  house? 

The  chair  said  that  was  a question  every  gentle- 


man must  settle  for  himself;  it  did  not  appertain  to 
the  chair  to  interpret  the  resolution,  or  declare  what 
its  effects  would  be. 

Mr.  Pope  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  a3  he 
feared  his  vote  might  be  misunderstood  and  misre- 
presented. If  he  voted  in  the  affirmative;  it  would 
be  understood  as  saying  that  abolition  petitions 
were  to  be  received:  if  in  the  negative,  that  they 
were  to  be  acted  on.  Tile  proposition  was  in  con- 
flict with  those  already  adopted  by  the  house;  and 
if  he  voted  for  it,  he  should  contradict  the  votes  he 
had  already  given. 

The  house  refused  to  excuse  him. 

Mr.  Chambers  asked  to  be  excused,  on  the  ground 
that  if  he  voted  in  the  affirmative  he  should  be  un- 
derstood as  approving  the  reception  of  abolition  pe- 
tions. 

His  request  was  refused. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  called. 

When  Mr.  Wise’3  name  was  called,  he  arose  and 
said,  he  would  not  vote  upon  that  proposition  because 
it  admitted  the  power  of  congress  to  receive  and  con- 
sider abolition  petitions,  which  power  of  congress  and 
theright  of  which  petitions  he  wholly  denied;  and  that 
he  refused  to  vote  upon  all  the  resolutions,  because 
they  declare  nothing  more  or  less  than  that  congress 
has  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  states  cither 
directly  or  indirectly— a proposition  which  he  for  his 
constituents,  can  never  consent  to  be  affirmed  or 
denied  by  congress;  for,  if  it  may  be  affirmed,  it 
may  be  denied,  and  the  reception  of  abolition  peti- 
tions is  the  entering  wedge  to  its  denial  at  some 
not  very  distant  day. 

The  roll  having  been  gone  through,  the  vote  stood 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrew's,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsail,  Brod- 
head, Buchanan,  Bynum,  J.  Calhoun,  Carnbreleng,  W. 
B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary, 
Crockett,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Deberry,  DeGraftj  Den- 
nis, Dromgoole,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fry, 
Gallup,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  James  Graham, 
Grantland,  Graves,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Iiaynesv  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert  Mi.  T.  Hunter,  T. 
B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  Joseph 
Johnson  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kennedy,  Klingensmith,  Legare, 
Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Loomis,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mason, 
Martin,  Maury,  May,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan, 
Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  Menefee,  Mercer, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parris,  Paynter, Pearce, 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pratt,  Reily,  Rencher,  Rhett, 
Rives,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Sawyer,  A.  H.  Shepard, 
Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer, 
Stuart,  Stone,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Thompson,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Wagener, 
Webster,  John  White,  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams, 
J.  W.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Yell — 127. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adam?,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin, 
Briggs,  Bronson,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Childs,  Clark, 
Coffin,  Corwin,  Cxabb,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Dar- 
lington, Davee,  Davies,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  I.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Foster,  Giddings,  Goode,  William  Graham, 
Grant,  Gray,  Grenneli,  Haley,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harper, 
Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Ingham.  Lincoln,  Marvin, 
Samson  Mason,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Milligan,  Mit- 
chell, Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes;  Pannenter,  Peck, 
Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway, 
Robinson,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Sheffer,  Slade, 
Stratton,  Tillinghast,  'Poland,  A.  S.  White,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Word,  Yorke — 73. 

Henry  A.  Wise  refused  to  vote. 

So  the  house  adopted  the  remaining  branch  of  the 
proposition. 

Mr.  Kennedy  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  constitution  rests  on  the  broad 
principle  of  equality  among  the  members  of  this  confed- 
eracy; and  that  congress,  in  the  exercise  of  its  acknow- 
ledged powers,  has  no  right  to  discriminate  between  one 
portion  of  the  states  and, another  with  a view  to  abolish- 
ing the  institutions  of  the  one,  or  promoting  those  of  the 
other. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  K.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  and  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays;  but  before  the  question  on  ordering 
them  was  taken,  the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Polls, 
adjourned. 

Thursday,  Pec.  13.  Mr.  Wise  stated,  in  conse- 
quence, he  said,  of  an  enquiry  made  of  him  by  the 
clerk,  (hat  lie  had  refused  to  vote  on  all  the  resolu- 
tions of  Mr.  Atherton,  adopted  yesterday  and  the 
day  before. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  in  reference  to  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  him  yesterday,  said  he  had  supposed  the 
limit  conveyed  in  it  would  have  suggested  to  the 
gentleman  from  N.  II.  (Mr.  Atherton,)  the  pro- 
priety of  amending  his  own  resolution,  but  as  the 
gentleman  had  not  not  done  so,  Mr.  K.  withdrew 
his. 


Mr.  Adams  asked  leave  of  the  house  to  oiler  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  powers  ot  congress  being  con- 
ferred by  the  constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  no  reso- 
lution of  this  house  can  add  to  or  deduct  from  them. 

Objection  having  been  made, 

Mr.  Adams  said,  as  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
justify  himself  for  having  voted  against  all  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
(Mr-.  Atherton,)  he  (Mr.  A.)  felt  himself  bound  to 
move  a suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were:  Yeas  75,  nays  124. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Childs,  Coffin,  Coivvin,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Darlington,  Davies,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Giddings,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Graves,  Gren- 
neli, Hall,  Halstead,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Henry,  Herod,  Jenifer,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Ken- 
ned}', Lincoln,  Mallory,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  May, 
Maxwell,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  C.  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Peck,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Ridgway,  Edward  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Slade,  Southgate,  Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast,  Toiand,  Albert  S.  White,  Wise, 
Word,  and  Yorke — 75. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  BeeVs,  Bicknell,  Birdsail,  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Buchanan,  John  Calhoon,  Carnbreleng, 
Win.  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chap- 
man, Clark,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary, 
Crockett,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Deoerry,  Dromgoole, 
Duncan,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry, 
Gallup,  James  Garland,  Glascock,  James  Graham, 
Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond, 
Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter, 
Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Henry 
Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Lewis,  Loomis, 
Lyon,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury  McKay, 
Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure, 
McKennan,  Menefee,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parris,  Phynter,  Pearce, 
Phelps,  Pickens,  Plemer,  Pope,  Pratt,  Rencher, 
Rhett,  Rives,  John  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Sheffer, 
Augustine  H.  Shepperd,-  Shields,  Sheplor,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Swearingen,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Under- 
wood, Vail,  Vauderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks, 
John  White,  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared 
W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H. 
Williams,  and  Yell — 124. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended for  the  purpose,  and  the  speaker  laid  before 
the  house  a communication  from  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  in  answer  to  a resolution  of  this  house 
of  the  29th  June  last,  transmitting  a report  of  all 
the  information  which  could  be  obtained  as  to  the 
use  of  steam  engines,  the  accidents  and  loss'of  life 
and  property  which  have  attended  their  use,  to- 
gether with  various  ramifications  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  that  the  communication  be 
referred  to  a select  a committee  of  seven,  and  that 
it  be  printed  under  the  superintendence  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  with  power  to  make  any 
additional  corrections  Which  may  occur  to  him  in 
the  course  of  the  printing. 

Mr.  Davies  moved  to  amend  the  latter  motion 
by  introducing  the  words  “by  the  printer  of  the 
house,”  which  Mr.  Sergeant  accepted  as  a modifi- 
cation, and  both  motions  were  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  leave  of  the  house  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing- resolution: 

Resolved,  That  congress  has  no  power  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the  territories 
ot.  the  United  States,  whether  such  power  in  said  dis- 
trict or  territories  be  exercised  “as  a means  or  with  the 
view  of  disturbing  and  overthrowing  slavery  in  the  states” 
or  not. 

Resolved,  That  congress  has  no  power  to  abolish  the 
slave  trade,  or  prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves  between 
the  states,  or  between  the  states  and  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia or  territories  of  the  United  Slates,  or  between 
the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  territories  of  the 
United  Stales. 

Resolved,  That  congress  cannot  receive  or  consider 
petitions  for  the  exercise  of  any  powers  whatever  over 
the  subject  of  slavery  which  congress  does  not  possess.' 

Resolved,  That  the  laws  of  congress  alone  govern  in 
prescribing  ami  regulating  the  mode  and  manner  i t 
which  fugitive  slaves  shall  be  apprehended,  and  their 
rights  to  freedom  tried,  in  the- non-slaveholding  states, 
District  ol  Columbia,  and  territories,  and  the  mode  an  1 
manner  in  which  they  shall  .be  restored  or  delivered 
to  their  owners  in  the  slave  states. 

Resolved,  i hat  congress  has  no  power  to  impose  upon 
any  state  thfl  abolition  of  slavery  in  its  limits,  as  a con- 
dition of  admission  into  this  union. 
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Resolve:!,  That  the  citizens  of  the  slaveholdjng  states 
of  this  union  have  the  constitutional  right  voluntarily  to 
take  their  slaves  to  or  through  a non-slaveholding  state, 
and  to  sojourn  or  remain  temporarily  with  such  slaves, 
in  the  same,  and  the  slaves  are  not  thereby  ipso  facto 
emancipated;  and  the  general  government  is  constitu- 
tionally bound  to  protect  the  rights  of  slaveholders  to 
their  slave  property  in  non-slaveholding  states;  and  all 
laws  of  non-slaveholding  states  in  conflict  with  the 
laws  of  congress  providing  for  such  protection  are  null 
anJ  void. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  had  asked  leave  to  introduce 
these  resolutions,  as  representing  his  sentiments 
and  the  sentiments  of  the  south.  Mr.  W.  pledged 
himself  not  to  debate  them,  and  that,  although  he 
deprecated  the  example,  he  would  move  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  them. 

Mr.  Rives  inquired  if  they  did  not  fall  within  the 
scope  of  the  last  resolution  adopted  yesterday?  [or- 
dering all  papers  on  the  subject  of  slavery  to  belaid 
upon  the  table.] 

The  chair  replied  that  the  resolutions  were  not 
yet  before  the  house,  the  motion  being  for  leave  to 
introduce  them. 

Several  members  said,  “object  to  them.” 

Mr.  Rives  did  so,  and  Mr.  Wise  moved  a suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which,  being  ordered,  were,  yeas  113,  nays  96,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
ien, Aycrigg,  Banks,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Bynum,  Win.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  William 
B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs, 
Coffin,  Coles,  Cranston.  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Darlington,  Dawson,  Dennis, Dunn,  Elmore,  Evans, 
Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  James  Garland,  Rice 
Garland,  Giddings,  Glascock,  James  Graham, 
Grantlaud,  Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hen- 
ry, Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer, 
Henry  Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Kennedy,  Legare,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lyon, 
Mallory,  James  M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Martin, 
Maury,  McKay,  Abraham  McClellen,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Miligan,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Murray,  Nay- 
lor, Noyes.  Ogle,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pickens,  Pope, 
Potts,  Putnam,  Randolph,  R“ed,  Rencher,  ltidgway, 
John  Robertson,  Edward  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Sal- 
tonstall,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Sbepperd, 
Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly, 
Stuart,  Stone,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast, 
Toland,  Towns,  John  White,  Whittlesey.  Sherrod 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  Id.  Williams, 
Wise,  Word,  and  Yell — 113. 

NAYS — Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  An- 
drews, Atherton,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bicknell, 
Birdsail,  Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan, 
Cambreleng.  Casey,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Davee,  Davies,  Deberry,  Droingoole, 
Duncan,  Everett,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Goode, 
William  Graham,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Halsted, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Herod,  Holt,  Hop- 
kins, Howard,  Hubley,  Win.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham, 
Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  Keira,  Kemble,  Klingensmilh,  Leadbetter. 
Loomis,  Marvin,  Maxwell,  Robert  McClellan,  Mc- 
Clure, McKennan,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Calvary 
Morris,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmeriter,  Parris, 
Paynter,  Phelps,  Plainer,  Pratt,  Rariden,  Reily, 
Rives,  Russell,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus, 
Toucey,  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Web- 
ster, Weeks,  Albert  S.  White,  and  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams— 96. 

So  the  motion  to  suspend  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  there  not  being  two-thirds  voting  for  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Slade  asked  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
resolution: 

Whereas  there  exists,  and  is  carried  on  between 
the  ports  in  the  District  of  Columbia  aud  other 
ports  of  the  United  States,  and  under  the  sanction 
of  the  laws  thereof,  a trade  in  human  beings,  where- 
by thousands  of  them  are  annually  sold  and  trans- 
ported from  said  District  to  distant  parts  of  the 
country,  in  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States;  and  whereas  such  trade  involves  an 
outrageous  violation  of  human  rights,  is  a disgrace 
to  the  country  by  whose  laws  it  is  sanctioned, 
and  calls  for  the  immediate  interposition  of  legisla- 
tive authority  for  its  suppression: 

Therefore,  to  the  end  that  all  obstacles  to  the 
consideration  of  this  subject  may  be  removed,  and 
a remedy  for  the  evil  speedily  provided. 

Resolved,  That,  so  much  of  the  fifth  of  the  resolutions 
out  ic  subject  of  slavery,  passed  by  this  house  on  the  11th 
aud  12th  of  the  present  month,  aarclates  to  “the  remov- 
al of  slaves  from  state  to  state,”  and  prohibits  the  action 
of  this  house  on  “every  petition,  memorial,  resolution, 
proposition,  or  paper,  touching”  the  same,  be,  and  here- 
by is,  rescinded. 


Objections  having  been  made, 

Mr.  S.  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion,  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  taken  were  yeas  55,  nays 
157  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, John  W.  Allen,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Win. 
B.  Calhoun,  Childs,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston, 
Curtis,  Cushing, Darlington,  Davee,  Davies,  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Giddh.es,  Goode,  Grennell,  Hall,  Hal- 
stead, Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Lincoln,  Sarnon 
Mason,  McKennan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris, 
Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmenler,  Peck,  Potts, 
Putnam,  Raredin,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  E. 
Robinson,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Sibley,  Slade,  Tilling- 
hast, Toland  and  A.  S.  White — 55. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Aycrigg,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bick- 
nell, Biddle,  Birdsail,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bronson, 
Buchanan,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng, 
William  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter, 
Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett, 
Cushman,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Droingoole, 
Duncan,  Dunn,  Ellmore,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry, 
James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Glascock,  James 
Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Graves, 
Gray,  Hammond,  Hainer, Harlan,  Harrison,  Ilawes, 
Hawkins,  Haynes-,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hub- 
ley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  H. 
Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Na- 
thaniel Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Ken- 
nedy, Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  McClel- 
lan, Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parris,  Paynter,  Pearce, 
Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope,  Pratt,  Reily,  Ren- 
cher, Rhett,  Rives,  John  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Saw- 
yer, Augustine  H.  Sbepperd,  Charles  Shepard, 
Shields,  Sheplor,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly, 
Stuart,  Stone,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Thompson,  Titus,  Toucy,  Towns,  Tur- 
ney, Wagener,  Webster,  John  White,  Whittlesey, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  Williams,  Christopher  H, 
.Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Yell  and  Yorke — 157. 

So  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Calhoon,  of  Ky.,  asked  leave  to  submit  the 
following: 

Resolved,  that  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  reporta  bill  making  it  unlawful  for  any  per- 
son to  aid  fugitive  slaves  in  escaping  from  t'-eir  owners, 
and  providing  for  the  punishment  in  the  courts  of  the 
_U,  S.  of  all  persons  who  may  be  guilty  of  such  offence. 

And  that  they  be  further  instructed  to  report  a hill  ma- 
king it  unlawful  for  any  person  in  the  non-slaveholding 
states  of  this  union  louse  any  means  to  induce  slaves 
from  their  owners,  and  providing  for  the  punishment  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  8<a:es  of  all  persons  who  may 
be  found  guilty  of  such  offence. 

Objection  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Adams, 

Mr.  Calhoon  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  and 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered;  and 
being  announced,  they  were  yeas  89,  nays  107,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Banks,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bouldin, 
Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  John  Campbell,  Carter, 
Chambers,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Clowney,  Coffin, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Dawson, 
Deberry,  Dennis,  Droingoole,  Elmore,  James  Gar- 
land, Rice  Garland,  Giddings,  Glascock,  James 
Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Gray,  Griffin,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hopkins,  How- 
ard, Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer, 
Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Lyon, 
Mallory,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  May, 
McKay,  Abraham  McClellan,  Menefee,  Montgo- 
mery, Morgan,  Murray,  Palmer,  Parker,  Pearce, 
Phelps,  Pope,  Rencher,  Rives,  John  Robertson, 
Rumsey,  Sergeant;  Augustine H.  Sbepperd,  Charles 
Shepard,  Shields,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly, 
Stuart,  Stone,  Taliaferro,  Towns,  Turney,  Under- 
wood, John  White,  Sherrod  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word, 
Yell,  and  Yorke— 89. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  John  W. 
Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg, 
Beatty,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsail,  Bond,  Borden, 
Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chaney,  Childs, 
Clark,  Cranston,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Davee,  Da- 
vies, Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  Richard  Fletcher,  I.  Fletcher, 
Fry,  Gallup,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Grant,  Gren- 
neil,  Haley,  Hall,  Halsted,  Hammond,  Hamer, 
Henry,  Herod,  Holt,  Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter, 
Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Keim,  Klingensmith,  Lead- 
better,  Lincoln,  Loomis,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 


Maxwell,  Robert  McClellan,  McClure,  McKennan 
Milligan,  Mitchell,  Moore,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  No- 
ble, Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Paynter,  Peck, 
Petrikin,  Plainer,  Potts,  Pratt,  Rariden,  Reed, 
Reily,  Ridgway,  Edward  Robinson,  Russell,  Sal- 
tonstall,  Sawyer,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Smith,  Snyder,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Til- 
linghast, Toland,  Toucey,  Vanderveer,  Wagener, 
Webster,  Albert  S.  White,  Whittlesey,  and  Jared 
W.  Williams — 107.  . 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  way  and 
means,  reported  a bill  making  appropriations  in  part 
for  the  support  of  the  general  government  for  the 
year  1838;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grennell, 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  the 
order  of  Monday,  for  the  election  of  a chaplain  on 
its  part,  when  the  following  nominations  were 
made. 

Mr.  Davies  nominated  the  rev.  A.  Babbitt. 

Mr.  Craig  nominated  the  rev.  Levi  R.  Reese. 

Mr.  Mason , of  Va.,  nominated  the  rev.  E.  C. 
Hutchinson. 

Mr.  Wise  nominated  the  rev.  W.  Ford. 

Mr.  Taylor  nominated  the  rev.  Mr.  Owen. 

Mr.  Cushman  nominated  the  rev.  Mr.  Bulfinch. 

Mr.  Gallup  nominated  the  rev.  Mr.  Fowler. 

Mr.  Mercer  nominated  the  rev.  Mr.  Tuston. 

The  first  five  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  super- 
intend the  taking  of  the  votes;  and  being  taken,  they 


were  announced  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  given  in  . . 198 

Necessary  to  a choice  ....  100 

Mr.  Reese  received  . . g 100 

Rabbitt 14 

Hutchinson 25 

Owen 9 

Bulfinch  25 

Fowler 11 

Tuston  ......  14 


So  the  rev.  Mr.  Reese  was  declared  duly  elected. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a com- 
munication from  the  fifth  auditor, setting  forth  what 
has  been  done  under  the  act  of  7th  July  last,  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  building  light-houses,  light- 
boats,  beacon-lights,  buoys,  &c. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in 
answer  to  the  resolution  of  July  last,  as  to  what 
number  of  clerks  have  been  employed  to  answer 
calls  for  information  by  the  house  during  the  last 
session  of  congress. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  trans- 
mitting statements  of  the  expenditures  on  account 
of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  offices  of  the  sec- 
retary of  the  navy  and  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
navy  for  the  last  year. 

All  which  were  respectively  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed,  when  the  house  adjourned. 
fkiday’s  proceedings. 

The  following  is  a synopsis  of  the  proceedings  of 
yesterday  in  the  house  of  representatives.  A more 
detailed  account  shall  have  a place  in  the  next 
“Register:” 

Friday,  December  14.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Cush- 
man, it  was  ordered  that  no  committee  of  the  house 
should  employ  a clerk  at  the  public  expense  with- 
out first  obtaining  leave  ofthe  house. 

The  bill  making  appropriations,  in  part,  for  the 
support  of  government  tor  the  year  183S-9,  was 
passed  through  all  its  stages,  and  sent  to  the  senate 
i'or  concnrrance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing, 

Resolved,  That  the  petitions,  resolutions,  and  other 
papers,  on  the  subject  of  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United’  States  and  the  foreign  colonies  ot 
Great  Britain,  not  finally  acted  upon  at  the  last  session, 
he  taken  from  the  files,  and  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushing, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  and  other  papers  on 
the  subject  of  the  territory  of  Oregon,  not  filially  acted 
upon  at  the  last  session,  be  taken  from  the  files,  and 
recommitted  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Cushing  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask  leave 
the  next  day  to  introduce  a bill  for  the  protection 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the  territory  of 
I Oregon. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Mass.,  presented  some  petitions 
on  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dist.  of  Columbia 

Mr.  Wise  objected  to  their  reception,  and  raised 
the  point  of  order  whether  the  resolution  adopted 
by  the  house  authorized  the  reception  of  these  peti- 
tions. 

The  chair  overruled  the  point,  and  Mr.  Wise 
took  an  appeal,  but  after  being  discussed  for  some 
time  by  Messrs.  Wise,  Rives,  Stanly,  Pickens,  Rob- 
ertson, and  Glascock,  the  decision  of  the  chair  was 
affirmed  by  the  house,  ayes  185,  noes  6. 

After  the  adoption  of  some  resolutions  on  the 
order  of  business,  the  house  adjourned  till  Monday 
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Indiana.  On  the  11th  instant,  Albert  S.  White, 
representative  in  congress  from  the  Lafayette  dis- 
trict, was  elected  senator  to  congress  from  this  state, 
to  till  the  place  of  the  hon.  John  Tipton.  Four  days 
were  occupied  in  the  election. 

On  the  36th  and  last  (rial,  Mr.  White  received 
75  votes;  Colom  l Blake  37;  Noble  11;  Howard  16; 
Tipton  1;  Boon  1;  Dewey  1. 

Massachusetts.  The  second  trial  for  a repre- 
sentative to  congress  in  the  district  in  Massachu- 
setts, now  represented  by  William  Parmenter,  took 
place  oti  Monday  last.  Thpre  was  again  no  choice. 
The  following  was  the  result : 

For  Brooks,  (VV.)  3.862;  for  Parmenter,  (Ad.) 
3,985;  scattering,  651.  Majority  against  Parmen- 
ter,  523.  At  the  first  trial  the  majority  against  Mr. 
P.  was  271. 

From  Florida.  The  Floridian  published  at 
Tall massee,  un  ler  date  of  the  1st  inst.  stales  that 
further  depredations  have  been  committed  by  the 
Indians  quartered  in  Okefenokee  swatno.  A few 
days  previous,  the  residence  of  a Mr.  Toppin  had 
been  attacked,  himself  an  l wife  killed,  and  two  or 
three  children  lett  for  dead — one  of  whom  had  since 
recovered.  Two  days  after,  the  family  of  Mr.  Green 
was  attacked,  and  one  or  two  of  its  inmates  killed. 
These  families  resided  in  Columbia  county,  on  St. 
Mary’s  river.  Tue  prospect  of  the  termination  of 
the  Indian  war,  becomes  every  day  more  gloomy. 
In  fact,  there  is  no  probability  of  such  an  event  oc- 
curring in  another  twelve  months.  Tiie  information 
received  from  the  army,  is  indicative  of  another  des- 
perate struggle  by  the  hostile.*,  to  retain  possession 
of  the  country,  with  a resolution  only  to  yield  when 
completely  overpowered.  It  is  reported  that  at  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Wilhlacooche, 
the  war  parly  were  the  most  numerous,  and  were 
determined  on  a renewal  of  hostilities.  Che  o math- 
la,  the  principal  chief  of  the  Tallahassees,  was  in 
consequence  unable  to  bring  in  the  remainder  ol  his 
people.  He  states  that  Tiger  Tad  is  among  the 
most  hostile,  and  had  returned  with  the  warriors  and 
their  families  to  the  west  of  the  Suwannees. 

Canada — The  i.ast  attempt  at  invasion. 
The  following  particulars  of  the  last  stupid  and 
wicked  attempt  to  invade  Canada,  are  from  the  De- 
troit Daily  Advertiser  of  the  6th  inst. 

“It  is  generally  conceded  that  (he  last  act  of  the 
patriot  invaders,  in  crossing  over  from  this  city  with 
a view  to  subjugate  Canada  with  a handful  of  un- 
disciplined men,  i3  the  most  fool  hardy,  mad  and 
criminal  enterprise  that  has  yet  marked  their  in- 
fatuated career.  There  is  no  justification  or  pallia- 
tion lor  so  miserable  an  undertaking.  And  the  con- 
duct of  those  chivalrous  invaders,  on  reaching  the 
opposite  shore,  is  represented  by  those  who  know, 
as  having  been  perfectly  in  keeping  with  the  spirit 
that  prompted  it.  After  the  first  attack  upon  the 
barracks,,  and  the  successful  conflagration  of  those 
buildings  and  the  steamboat  Thames,  they  were 
marched  upon  by  a company  of  about  seventy  Bri- 
tish militiamen,  including  six  regulars.  The  inva- 
ders, taking  their  own  statements  as  correct,  num- 
bered about  two  hundred  and  fifty,  who  were  de- 
feated and  dispersed.  If  they  went  over  to  fight, 
why  did  they  not  fight  at  such  numeiical  advan- 
tage? The  truth,  is.  they  are  neither  the  inen  to  en- 
joy rational  liberty  themselves  nor  achieve  it  for 
others.  We  hope  this  mad-cap  expedition,  and  its 
disastrous  results,  will  operate  as  a signal  warning 
to  those  who  may  yet  contemplate  similar  move- 
ments, and  convince  them  of  the  utter  hopelessness 
and  wickedness  of  so  uncalled  for  an  invasion.  At 
least  may  we  claim  it  of  those  of  our  citizens,  who 
have  encouraged  the  enterprise,  at  once  to  exert 
their  influence  for  the  prevention  of  its  recurrence. 

We  are  assured  that  several  dead  bodies  of  the 
patriots,  killed  at  Windsor  on  Tuesday,  were  suffer- 
ed to  lie  unhuried  and  exposed  until  yesterday,  a 
prey  to  the  dogs  and  hogs!  This  is  brutality  be- 
yond precedent.  It  is  conduct  that  would  have 
disgraced  Hottentots.  When  the  life  is  gone,  it  is 
the  height  of  fiendishness  to  leave  the  inanimate 
corpse  exposed  as  food  for  beasts. 

It  is  reported  on  good  authority  that  colonel 
Prince  ordered  two  of  the  patriot  prisoners  to  be 
ihot  in  cold  blood  after  the  skirmish  of  Tuesday 
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was  over,  and  his  troops  hail  come  olf  victo- 
rious; and  that  such  would  have  been  lie  fate  o. 
some  dozen  others,  had  not  the  command  ng  officer 
at  Malden,  with  a nobleness  of  soul  that  d ies  him 
infinite  honor,  put  a check  upon  the  bloody  design. 
We  really  hope  that'  Ihe  repoit  may  turn  out  to  be 
unfounded,  but  cannot,  from  our  authority,  well 
doubt  its  correctness.  Law  is  law,  even  against 
one’s  enemy. 

Dr.  Theller  was  yesterday  arrested  by  tbe  civil 
authorities  lor  setting  on  foot  a military  expedition 
against  the  British  provinces,  and  brought  before 
judge  Wilkins  at  Chambers,  lie  expressed  his 
anxiety  I'or  an  immediate  trial,  but  the  district  at- 
torney stated  that  it  would  be.  impossible  to  pro- 
cure his  witnesses  at  the  present  term.  Dr.  Theller 
then  gave  bail  for  his  appearance  this  day,  when 
the  court  held  an  adjourned  silting.  His  trial  will 
undoubtedly  be  postponed  to  next  term. 

Of  the  seven  prisoners,  brought  before  judge 
Wilkins  on  Tuesday  and  bound  to  appear  at  the 
next  term  of  the  United  States  distiict  court,  only 
one  was  from  this  stale,  two  from  Canada,  two  from 
Ohio,  and  the  rest  from  New  York. 

The  most  authentic  report  now  is,  that  in  the 
skirmish  at  Windsor,  twelve  patriots  and  eight  Bri- 
tish soldiers  were  killed.  Up  to  yesterday  morning, 
the  British  had  captured  eleven  prisoners,  some  of 
them  American  citizens. 

Not  a Canadian  resident  joined  the  patriot  inva- 
ders when  they  landed  in  Canada. 

The  Toledo  Blade  of  the  6th  instant  states,  that 
on  the  3d  instant,  major  Payne,  with  a company  of 
U.  S.  soldiers,  made  a descent  on  the  p 1 1 riot  camp 
in  the  swamp  near  the  river  Rouge,  and  took  from 
them  13  boxes  of  inuskets,  1 box  of  spears,  ammu- 
nition, &c.  Besides  their  misfortune  in  the  loss  of 
arms,  they  met  with  another  reverse  in  the  loss  of 
their  purse.  It  is  said  that  one  of  their  leading  offi- 
cers from  another  state,  instead  of  leading  Ids  men 
to  Canada,  has  pocketed  their  funds,  and  taken  his 
track  home. 

General  Scolt  arrived  at  Cleveland,  (Ohio)  on  the 
5th  instant.  It  was  supposed  that  on  leaving  Cleve- 
land he  would  repair  to  Detroit. 

On  the  5th,  a company  of  U.  S.  troops  arrived  at 
Cleveland  from  Bn  Halo. 

Among  the  prisoners  taken  in  the  skirmish  near 
Sandwich,  vvas,  it  is  said,  a member  of  the  Michigan 
legislature. 

-A  report  was  current  at  Toronto,  that  2000  Ken- 
tuckians were  in  full  march  to  invade  the  Upper 
province.  Troops  had  in  consequence  left  King- 
ston and  Toronto  for  Brantford,  as  a precautionary 
measure. 

The  Detroit  Post  says  t hat  “general'’  Putnam, 
the  leader  in  the  late.border/om!/,  is  a refugee  from 
tbe  London  district.  Ttie  same  paper  states  that  a 
meeting  had  been  held  at  Detroit,  in. which  the  pro- 
ceedings of  general  Brady  and  major  Payne  had 
been  denounced  in  good  set  phrase.  Theller  was 
one  of  the  orators  on  this  occasion. 

We  find  the  following  account  of  the  execution  of 
Nils  Von  Schoultz,  the  leader  of  the  patriot  for- 
ces, in  the  Kingston  Chronicle  of  the  8th  inst. 

“The  warrant  for  the  execution  of  this  person  ar- 
rived in  town  on  Wednesday  evening  last,  from  the 
seat  of  government,  addressed  to  the  sheriff  of  Mid- 
land district.  On  Thursday  the  prisoner  was  re- 
moved from  Fort  Henry  lo  the  common  jail,  and 
from  thence  at  8 o’clock  this  morning  he  was  taken 
to  the  glaces  of  Fort  Henry,  and  there  hanged. 

The  following  letter  is  the  only  document  left  by 
Von  Schoultz,  which  is  considered  of  any  interest  to 
the  Canadian  public: 

Kingston  Jail,  7th  December , 1838. 
When  you  gel  this  let'er  I am  no  more.  I have 
been  informed  that  my  execution  will  take  place  to- 
morrow May  God  forgive  them  who  brought  me 
to  this  untimely  death.  I have  made  up  my  mind, 
and  I forgive  them.  To-d.iy  I have  been  promised 
a lawyer  to  draw  up  my  will.  I have  appointed  you 
my  executor  of  said  will.  I wrote  (o  you  in  my 
former  letter  about  my  body.  If  the  British  govern- 
ment permit  it,  I wish  it  may  delivered  to  you  to 
be  buried  on  your  faun.  I have  no  time  to  write 
long  to  you,  because  I have  great  need  of  commu- 
nicating with  my  Creator,  and  toprepaie  for  his  pre- 


sence. The  time  has  been  very  short  that  has  been 
allowed.  My  last  wish  to  the  Americans  is,  that  they 
may  not  think  of  revenging  inj  death.  Let  no  fur- 
thcr  blood  be  shed;  and  believe  me,  from  udiat  I have 
seen,  that  all  the  stories  that  were  Icild  about  the  suf- 
ferings of  Ihe  Canadian  people  were  untrue.  Give  my 
love  to  your  sister,  and  tell  her  I think  on  In-r  as  my 
mother.  God  reward  her  for  all  her  kindness.  I 
further  beg  you  lo  take  care  ol  W.  Johnson,  so  that 
lie  may  find  an  honorable  bread.  Farewell,  iny  dear 
friend.  God  bless  and  protect  you . 

(Signed)  S.  Von  Schoultz. 

To  Warren  Green,  esq. 

Satina,  state  of  New  York,  U.  S. 

From  the  Warrcntown  Jeffersonian,  Extra,  Dec.  15. 

Dorephus  Jlbbey,  of  Pamelia,  and  Daniel  George, 
of  Lyme,  were  hung  yesterday,  at  Kingston,  pur- 
suant to  the  sentence  of  the  court  martial,  now  in 
session.  A gentleman  who  witnessed  the  execu- 
tion, states  that  it  was  generally  believed  in  Kings- 
ton that  four  ol lir  rs  would  be  executed  on  .Saturday. 

The  wife  of  George  was  in  Kingston  at  the  time 
of  her  husband's  execution.  Her  prayers  lo  see  him 
before  his  death  and  to  obtain  his  body,  after,  were 
denied. 

Later  from  Europe.  By  the  packet  ship  Ville 
de  Lyon,  capt.  Stoddaid,  the  New  York  Commer- 
cial has  Paris  files  to  the  7th  November  inclusive, 
containing  London  advices  of  the  5th.  The  news 
is  not  of  much  importance. 

The  Bulletin  of  the  7th  states  that  on  the  pre- 
ceding day  the  king  rode  on  horseback,  with  tbe 
duke  de  Nemours  and  the  ■princess  Clementine,  in 
the  wood  of  Fontainbleau,  returning  through  the 
city,  where  his  presence  was  greeted  with  cries  of 
“vive  le  roi.” 

High  mass  was  celebrated  in  the  churches  of  Pa- 
ris, on  Ihe  morning  of  the  6th,  being  the  anniversary 
of  the  death  of  Charles  X. 

The  Maiseilles  Semaphore  of  the  3d,  states  that 
terrible  storms  have  again  swept  over  the  Black 
sea,  causing  great  destruction  among  the  shipping. 
A Russian  frigate  and  steamboat  are  said  to  have 
perished.  Also  an  English  biig,  laden  with  mu- 
nitions of  war  for  the  Circassian  insurgents. 

The  Paris  papers  announce  the  death  of  M. 
Henri  de  la  Riviere,  aged  73,  who  in  the  national 
convention  boldly  protested  and  voted  against  the 
execution  of  Louis  XVI. 

The  plague  has  entirely  disappeared  from  Alex- 
andria. 

From  Spain  the  only  intelligence  of  any  interest 
is  that  Balmaseda,  Carlist,  was  frustrated  in  an  at- 
tempt to  cross  the  Ebro,  by  Espartero  and  Ribero 
— the  Carlists  sustaining  considerable  loss. 

The  London  Weekly  Despatch  of  Nov.  4,  says 
that  the  greatest  activity  was  prevailing  at  Wool- 
wich, in  preparing  large  supplies  of  wai  materials. 

It  is  intimated  that  Austria  is  likely  to  get  into 
a broil  with  Switzerland  on  account  of  political 
refugees. 

The  British  parliament  was  not  expected  to  meet 
before  January. 

There  had  been  some  commotions  at  Cologne, 
growing  out  of  the  Catholic  question,  in  which  the 
troops  bore  a part.  The  dispute  between  the  Prus- 
sian government  and  the  Archbishop  was  no  nearer 
an  adjustment. 

It'  is  said  that  the  conference  of  London  has  at 
last  resulted  in  a final  agreement  as  to  the  affairs  of 
Belgium  and  Holland,  to  which  France  has  assent- 
ed. Luxembourg  to  be  restored  to  Holland,  and  a 
portion  of  the  debt  to  be  deducted  in  favor  of  Bel- 
gium. 

Tbe  intended  marriage  of  the  duke  de  Lendl, 
fenburg  with  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  Russian 
emperor,  is  officially  announced.  The  duke  is  cou- 
sin to  Louis  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 

The  opening  of  the  session  of  the  Belgian  con- 
gress was  looked  to  with  much  interest.  The  king 
was  to  open  the  chambers  in  person,  andlo  that  end 
left  Fontainebleau,  with  his  queen,  on  the  5th  ol 
November.  Ori  the  same  day,  the  duke  and  duch- 
ess of  Wirtemburg  set  out  for  Italy. 

M.  Thiers  was  at  Rome  in  October,  seeking  mn- 
terials  for  bis  projected  history  of  Tuscany . From 
thence  he  was  to  go  Naples’  on  the  4th  of  No- 
vember. 
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Treasurer's  Report.  The  following  is  the 
annual  report  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States 
to  both  houses  of  congress,  transmitting  Ihe  ac- 
counts of  that  office,  as  settled  by  the  accounting 
officers: 

Treasury  of  the  U.  S.  December,  1333. 

Sm:  In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  congress  of  1733,  establishing  the  treasury  de- 
partment, winch  requires  the  treasurer,  ‘-on  the  third 
day  of  the  session,  to  lay  before  the  senate  and  the 
house  of  representatives  fair  and  accurate  copies  of 
all  accounts  by  him,  from  time  to  time,  rendered  to, 
and  settled  by,  the  accounting  officers  of  the  trea- 
sury,” I have  tlie  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies 
of  my  accounts,  settled  by  the  said  officers,  for  the 
following  periods,  viz: 

For  the  1st  quarter  of  the  year  1837. 

“ 2d  * “ “ 1837. 

Under  our  former  practice,  these  two  accounts 
would  have  been  sent  in  on  the  third  day  ol  your  last 
session,  but  the  changes  in  our  inode  ol  making 
payments,  consequent  upon  the  derangement  ol  our 
fiscal  operations,  so  greatly  increased  the  labor  and 
difficulty  of  making  settlements  ttiat  it  was  altogether 
impracticable  to  have  them  prepared  in  time.  The 
same  difficulties  operate  (in  less  degree,  however) 
to  retard  the  settlement  of  my  accounts  for  the  tour 
quarters'  of  the  year  ending  30th  June  last,  which 
should,  as  contemplated  by  the  law,  be  now  ready 
for  transmission.  But  it  affords  me  pleasure  to 
state  that  the  whole  of  these  accounts  have  been 
prepared,  and  are  leady  for  the  examination  of  the 
accounting  officers.  The  two  first  are  in  progress 
of  settlement,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  whole  will 
be  completed  in  time  to  be  sent  in  before  the  close 
of  the  present  session. 

In  the  period  of  time  comprehended  between  the 
24th  of  October,  1337,  and  the  26 1 h of  September, 
1833,  payments  were  made  from  this  office,  in  trea- 
sury notes,  amounting  to  $'1-5,709,810  01;  by  tar 
the  larger  portion  (probably  tout  fifths)  of  which 
were  remitted  by  mail  to  uumbnless  individuals, 
and  to  all  parts  of  the  union.  Much  apprehension 
of  risk  and  loss  was  entertained  when  this  practice 
commenced,  and  consequently  the  greatest  care  and 
circumspection  was  observed  in  preparing  and  mail- 
ing I lie  packages;  but  the  result  has  proved  so 
strikingly  tiie  general  certainty  and  security  of  the 
mode  adopted,  in  making  the  remittances,  and  so 
creditable  to  the  business  habits  and  punctuality  of 
those  by  whom  1 have  been  assisted,  and  of  all  who 
have,  in  this  rnalter,  been  connected  with  the  gov- 
ernment, that  I take  great  pleasure  in  mentioning 
the  f ict  as  worthy  of  record,  that  we  are  nol  ac- 
quainted with  one  instance  of  failure  or  loss;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  we  have  acknowledgments  oft'he  re- 
ceipt of  every  remittance,  except  three,  which  involve 
an  aggregate  amount  of  only  $ 515  60,  and  for  these 
we  may  reasonably  expect  receipts  in  good  time. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c 

Jno.  Campbiux,  Treas’r  U.  S. 

To  the  hon.  Speaker  of  the  house  ot  reps. 

Steamboat  accident.  From  VieNalchezCourier. 
Before  we  had  time  to  know  the  full  extent  of  t lie 
calamitous  destruction  of  life  and  pioperly  by  the 
explosion  of  the  General  Brown,  it  becomes  our 
painful  lot  to  record  another  melancholy  event 
whicli  we  believe  no  less  destructive — ail  explosion 
on  board  file  steamer  Augusta, 

The  following  is  a hastily  gathered  collection  of 
details  from  an  authentic  source: 

The  Augusta  left  this  port  yesterday  evening  for 
Vicksburg  with  the  ship  Jeannette  in  tow.  Before 
she  had  proceeded  many  miles,  the  ship  got  aground, 
when  Ihe  Augusta  left  her  and  made  her  way  to  a 
wood-pile.  At  one  place  she  supplied  herself  with 
four  or  five  cords  of  wood,  and  was  making  for  ano- 
ther, when  the  pilot,  seeing  some  floating  timber 
ahead,  rung  the  bell  to  stop  the  engine.  The  en- 
gine was  stopped  until  the  .float  passed,  and  the  pi- 
lot again  rung  as  the  signal  to  go  ahead.  The  en 
gineer  here  discovered  that  the  engine  was  at  the 
dead  point,  and  he  immediately  ran  back  to  turn 
the  bar,  but,  before  he  had  time  to  return,  tile  dread 
fu  ^explosion  look  place. 

The  Augusta  is  one  of  the  most  frightful  frag 
ments  ol  destruction  we  have  ever  seen.  Tin 
toilers  and  whole  machinery  are  rent  into  trifling 
pieces;  the  social  hall  and  its  appurtenances  an 
shattered  into  atoms,  and  nearly  the  entire  mail 
cabin  is  swept  away,  a very  small  portion  of  it. 
next  to  the  ladies’  cabin,  being  all  that  is  left,  and 
that  in  sucli  a split  up  condition  as  to  tell  us  plainly 
the  dreadful  extent  of  the  explosion. 

The  names  of  most  of  the  passengers  dead  and 
missing  are  .not  yet  kliown;  the  Augusta  was,  howe 
ver,  not  very  full  of' passengers.  With  our  presen 
information,  we  forbear  mentioning  the  names  o 
some  who  are  thought  to  be  on  board;  hut,  on  th< 
Augusta  coming  down  this  morning,  in  tow  of  the 


Hail  Columbia,  we  (bund  there  were  five  persons 
on  board  dead,  and  their  bodies  wo  fully  mutilated, 
mil  fifteen  persons  more  or  less  wounded,  of  whom 
tiie  medical  gentleman  whom  we  consulted  thinks 
that  not  more  than  three  or  four  will  recover;  some 
are  expected  to  die  in  the  course  of  to-day. 

The  captaiii  is  missing,  and  the  clerk  dead. 

Twenty-eight  deck  hands  and  fireman  were  on 
board,  and  uhen  t hey  called,  them  together  some 
time  alter  the  explosion,  only  eight  could  be  mus- 
tered. 

The  pilot  at  the  wheel  (with  his  pilot-box)  was 
blown  upwards  f fifty  feet,  and  contrived  to  get 
ashore  by  using  one  side  of  the  pilot-box.  Tiie 
bodies  of  those  dead  and  wounded  are  much  disco- 
lored and  disfigured,  presenting  a heart-rending 
spectacle.  There  were  no  ladies  on  board. 

Natchez,  Dec.  4,  1838. 

Mr.  Stevenson  and  Mr.  O’Connell.  The 
Richmond  Compiler  of  Monday  contains  the  fol- 
lowing letler,  copied  from  the  “ London  Mail”  of 
October  30,  whicli  we  have  not  before  met  with  : 

To  the  editor  of  the  Evening  Mail. 

Sir  : I did  not  see  until  my  return  from  Scotland 
the  note  addressed  by  Mr.  O'Connell  some  weeks 
ago  to  the  editor  of  the  Chronicle,  purporting  to  give 
an  explanation  of  tiie  correspondence  which  had 
passed  between  us,  and  which  I deemed  it  proper  to 
make  public.  I do  not  intend  to  be  drawn  into  any 
discussion  of  (lie  subject  of  domestic  slavery  as  it 
exists  in  tile  United  Stales,  nor  to  give  any  explana- 
tion of  tiie  motives  or  circumstances  under  w hich  I 
have  acted. 

Disposed  to  regard  Mr.  O'Connell  as  a man  of 
honor,  1 was  induced  to  take  the  course  I did  ; 
whether  justifiable  or  not,  tiie  world  will  now  de- 
cide. Tiie  lone  and  purport  of  1) is  last  note  (in 
which  lie  disavows  responsibility  for  any  thing  lie 
may  say)  precludes  any  other  notice  from  me  than 
to  say  that  tiie  charge  which  lie  lias  thought  proper 
again  to  repeat,  of  my  being  a breeder  ol  slaves  for 
sale  and  traffic,  is  wholly  destitute  ot  truth;  and  t hat 
1 am  warranted  in  believing  it  lias  been  made  by  him 
without  tiie  slightest  authority.  Such,  too,  1 ven- 
ture to  say,  is  the  case  in  relation  to  his  charge  of 
slave-breeding  in  Virginia. 

I make  this  declaration,  not  because  I admit  Mr. 
O'Coiiiitll’s  right  to  call  for  it,  but  to  prevent  my  si- 
lence from  being  misinterpreted. 

A.  Stevenson. 

23  Portland  Place,  Oct.  29. 

Brazil.  We  have  received  by  the  Ann  Smith, 
captain  Crawford,  from  Uio  Janeiro,  the  Jornal  do 
Commercio,  published  in  that  city,  to  the  22d  Octo- 
ber last.  On  .the  20th  of  that  month,  tiie  regent 
opened  the  sessions  of  the  general  legislalive  assem- 
bly with  a speech,  in  which  he  congratulates  that 
body  on  tiie  good  health  which  the  emperor  enjoyed, 
on  tiie  suppi'i  ssion  ol  the  insurrection  in  Para,  and 
expreses  a hope  that  the  troubles  in  Rio  Grande  will 
soon  be  allayed 

The  French  corvette  Dordogne,  had  arrived  at 
Rio  from  Brest,  having  on  board  M.  Buclief  de  Mar- 
tigny,  appointed  consul  general  to  tiie  Argentine  re- 
public. This  gentleman,  it  is  added,  had  resided  at 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  it  was  hoped  would  be  able  to 
bring  to  an  amicable  termination,  tiie  difficulties  ex- 
isting between  Bue*v>s  Ayres  and  Fiance. 

[ Cour.  and  Enq. 

Mexico.  We  find  in  the  Courier  and  Enquirer, 
a copy  of  ths  treaty  concluded  between  the  French 
admiral,  commanding  the  squadron  which  bombard- 
ed and  took  possession  ol'  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de 
Ulloa,  and  Ihe  Mexican  officer  commanding  the 
troops  in  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz. 

translation. 

Treaty  between  his  excellency  vice-admiral  Chas. 
Bamlin,  and  his  excellency  general  Don  Manuel 
Rincon. 

Article  1st.  The  city  of  Vera  Cruz  will  retain  but 
i garrison  cf  one  thousand  men,  all  above  that  num- 
ber will  leave  within  two  days,  and  not  approach 
within  ten  leagues.  Gen.  Rincon  will  retain  his  au- 
thority in  the  city,  and  binds  himself  in  honor,  that 
lie  garrison  will  nol  exceed  the  limited  number  ol' 
me  thousand  men,  until  tiie  differences  between 
France  and  Mexico  have  been  completely  adjusted. 

2d.  As  soon  as  the  present  treaty  is  signed  by  both 
■larties,  tiie  port  of  Vera  Cruz  will  he  open  to  all 
lags,  and  tiie  blockade  will  be  suspended  for  eight 
months,  expecting  that  art  amicable  arrangement 
vill  take  place  between  France  and  Mexico. 

3d.  The  commander  of  tiie  city  of  Vera  Cruz  will 
di'ictly  observe  that  no  difficulty  is  jilaced  in  (he  way 
if  the  French  troops  occupying  the  fort  of  St.  Juan 
le  Ulloa  providing  themselves  with  fresh  provisions 
from  the  city. 


4th.  Vice  admiral  Bamlin  binds  himself  to  cause 
the  evacuation  of  the  lort  of  St.  Juan  de  Ulloa,  by 
the  French. troops,  am!  return  it  to  the  government 
of  the  republic,  together  with  tiie  utensils  of  wap  re- 
ceived, with  their  corresponding  inventories,  as  soon 
as  the  actual  differences  with  France  are  setlled 

5th.  Tiie  French  citizens  who,  in  consequence  of 
hostilily  had  been  obliged  to  leave  Vera  Cruz,  will 
have  lull  liberly  to  return  there  : their  persons  and 
property  shall  be  respected,  and  any  damage  their 
property  may  have  sustained  during  their  absence 
shall  be  repaired  by  a competent  indemnification  on 
the  part  of  tiie  population  and  tile  Mexican  authori- 
ties: the  indemnities-  due  tiie  French  citizens  will 
be  arranged  according  to  the  decisions  of  the  tribu- 
nals of  the  republic. 

The  present  treaty  is  made  by  duplicate,  one  in 
French  for  admiral  Baudiii,  the  other  in  Spanish  for 
general  Don  Manuel  Rincon  ; and  after  having  been 
read  by  the  contracting  parlies,  was  signed  on  board 
his  majesty’s  frigate  Neriede 

(Signed)  C.  Baudin,  j 

M.  Rincon. 

Vera  Cruz,  Nov.  28,  1S3S. 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  STANLY. 

From,  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Washington,  Dec.  14,  1838. 

Messrs.  Gales  § Seaton:  In  the  Intelligencer  of 
this  morning  I find  tiie  iollowing  repoi  t: 

“Mr.  Slade  introduced  tiie  following  resolutions: 

“Whereas  there  exists,  and  is  carried  on  between 
the  ports  in  the  Distiict  of  Columbia  and  olher 
ports  of  tiie  United  States,  and  under  the  sanction 
of  tiie  iaws  thereof,  a trade  in  human  beings,  where- 
by thousands  of  them  are  annually  sold  and  trans- 
ported Irom  said  District  to  distant  parts  of  the 
country,  in  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States;  and  whereas  sucli  trade  involves  an 
outrageous  violation  of  human  rights,  is  a disgrace 
to  the  country  by  whose  laws  it  is  sanctioned, 
and  calls  for  tiie  immediate  interposition  of  legisla- 
tive authority  lor  its  suppression: 

“Therefore,  to  tiie  end  that  all  obstacles  to  the 
consideration  of  this  subject  may  be  removed,  and 
a remedy  lor  tiie  evil  speedily  provided, 

“ Resolved , That  so  much  of  tiie  fifth  of  the  resolutions 
on  [lie  subject  of  slavery,  passed  by  thishouseon  tiie  11th 
and  12:h  of  the  present  month,  as  relates  to  ‘tiie  remov- 
al of  slaves  from  state  to  state,’  and  prohibits  the  action 
of  this  house  on  ’every  petition,  memorial,  resolution, 
proposition,  or  paper,  touching’  the  same,  he,  and  here- 
by is,  rescinded.” 

Alter  which,  it  is  reported  that  “Mr.  Dawson  cal- 
led for  the  reading  o!  the  resolution;  which  having 
been  again  read,  Mr.  Stanly  said  lie  wished  to  in- 
troduce an  amendment.  The  chair  said  it  was  not 
nowin  order,  tiie  resolution  not  yet  being  in  the 
possession  ui  the  house.” 

When  Mr.  Slade’s  resolutions  were  read,  and  I 
heard  the  words  “outrageous  violation  of  human 
rights”  and  “disgraceful”  applied,  as  I thought,  to 
j the  slaveholding  states,  and  to  North  Carolina  as 
one  of  tiieiii,  I could  not  repress  the  indignation  I 
felt  at  sucli  language.  It  was  under  the  influence 
of  this  excitement  that  I wished  to  “intioduce  an 
amendment,”  when  (he  “chuir  said  it  was  not  now 
in, order.” 

The  amendment  I wished  to  introduce  was  in  the 
words  iollowing: 

liResclved,  That  said  resolution  is  disrespectful  in  its 
language,  and  outrageously  insulting  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  slaveholding  states;  that  it  is  calculated  to 
provoke  and  irritate  tiie  members  from  said  slates;  and 
that  tiie  consideration  of  said  resolution  would  be  an 
‘outrageous- violation’  of  the  respect  due  to  tiie  slave- 
holding  states,  and  would  necessarily  tend  to  w eaken 
the  bonds  of  our  union, 

“ Resolved , That  said  resolution  is  ‘disgraceful’ to  the 
member  who  presents  it,  as  it  evinces  a total  disregard 
of  the  feelings  oi  the  representatives  of  the  slavrholcling 
states  of  this  union,  and  dees  not  deserve  to  be  consider- 
ed by  the  house.” 

But  the  rules  of  order,  different  at  different  times, 
prevented  me  from  introducing  this  amendment, 
and  I do  not  now  regret  it,  as  the  resolution  was  not 
considered  by  (lie  house,  and  as  I have  been  since 
satisfied  that,  t hough  the  language  sounded  harshly 
to  the  ears  of  a representative  irom  ihe  south,  no- 
thing offensive  was  intended,  and  I write  this  note 
now,  that  my  constituents  may  be  informed  what 
my  amendment  was;  w aiting  for  an  hour  of  leisure, 
when  I will  inform  them  more  fully  why  it  was  that 
I did  not  vote  upon  the  resolutions  recently  offered 
by  a member  from  New  Hamjishire. 

I have  good  reasons  lor  refusing  to  join  in  the 
miserable  farce  which  lias  been  played  by  (he  in- 
struments of  pat  ty  in  the  house  of  representatives 
during  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  last. 

Oblige  me  by  publishing  this  note. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

EDWARD  STANLY. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER-DEC.  22,  1838— MR.  BIDDLE’S  LETTER  TO  MR.  ADAMS.  g59 


From  the  National  Gazette  of  Dec . 13. 
LETTER  FROM  NICHOLAS  BIDDLE,  Esq 
, TO  THE  HON.  J.  Q.  ADAMS. 

Philadelphia..  Dec.  10,  1S3S. 

-M v Dear  Sir:  Ilia  general  resumption  of  spe- 
cie piyinents  presents  a tit  occasion  to  close  out 
correspondence  with  an  explanation  of  the  course  ol 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  that 
subject.  Tnis  shill  be  done  briefly  and  finally : 

On  the  10th  of  M ly,  1337,  the  banks  of  New  York 
suspended  specie  payments,  and.  their  example  was 
immediately  and  necessarily  followed  by  the  other 
banks  in  the  United  States.  The  country  was  thus 
pi  iced  in  asituation  ol  extreme  difficulty,  from  which 
it  could  be  extricated  only  by  instant  and  vigorous 
measures  for  its  protection.  Tile  dangers  were — 
the  total  prostration  of  its  credit  and  character 
aoroau-  the  depreciation  in  prices  of  all  its  public 
securities  an  I its  staple  pro  luctions— and,  last  and 
worst,  that  tli  ■ defensive  remedy  of  suspension  ini^hl 
be  protracted  until  it  became  itself  a*  disease,  “it 
was  manifest,  too,  that  the  calamity  had  outgrown 
the  capacity  of  mere  politicians — that  the  country 
must  take  care  ol  itself,  and  rely  only  upon  itself; 
and  as,  in  ti  nes  of  peril,  the  voice  of  the  humblest 
citizen  may  sometimes  be  heard  above  the  tumult, 
my  own  personal  position  seemed  to  justify  the  as- 
sumption of  instant  and  deep  responsibility.  Ac- 
cordingly, at  the  very  moment  when  this  national 
misfortune  occurred,  immediate  measures  were 
adopted  to  mitigate  and  to  repair  it.  Of  these  in 
their  order — 

i.  Aware  that  the  first  intelligence  of  the  suspen- 
sion would  degrade  the  character  of  the  country,  and 
subject  us  to  the  reproach  of  bad  faith  and  insolven- 
cy, I addressed  to  you  a published  letter,  which  went 
to  Europe  at  the  same  time  with  the'  news  of  the 
suspension,  in  which  I ventured  to  pledge  myself 
for  the  fidelity  of  our  countrymen.  In  that  letter,  of 
the  13th  ol  May,  1337,  I said  : “In  the  meantime 

two  great  duties  devolve  on  the  bank  and  the  coun- 
try. The  first  regards  foreign  nations;  the  second 
our  own.  We  o.ve  a debt  to  foreigners  by  no  means 
large  lor  our  resources,  out  dispiroportioned  to  our 
present  means  of  payment.  We  must  lake  care  that 
this  late  measure  shall  not  seem  to  be  an  effort  to 
avoid  the  payment  of  our  honest  debts  to  them.  We 
have  worn,  and  eaten,  and  drunk  the  produce  of 
tneir  industry— too  much  of  all  perhaps— but  that 
is  our  fault,  not  theirs.  We  may  take  less  hereafter, 
but  the  country  is  dishonored  unless  we  discharge 
that  debt  to  the  uttermost  farthing.” 

For  this  purpose — the  early  and  total  discharge  ol 
our  debt  to  loraigner.s — the  whole  power  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  devoted.  In  such 
a crisis  it  was  evident  that  if  resort  was  had  to 
rigid  curtailments,  the  ability  to  pay  would  be  pro- 
portionately diminished;  while  the  only  true  sys- 
tem was  to  keep  the  country  as  much  at  ease  as 
consisted  with  its  safety,  so  as  to  enable  the  debt- 
ors to  collect  their  resources  for  the  discharge  of 
their  debts.  Forthe  same  purpose  the  bank,  though 
entirely  out  of  its  course  of  business,  anil  in  some 
degree  of  collision  with  its  own  exclusive  interests, 
assumed  an  active  agency  in  collecting  the  debts 
of  the  Bank  ol  England,  gave  every  facility  for  the 
recovery  ot'  all  debts,  and  stimulated  our  country- 
men to  this  duty  by  earnest  and  constant  appeals 
to  their  honor  and  their  true  interest.  With  whit 
a generous  emulation  that  appeal  was  answered 
you  well  know;  for  it  touched  a chord  which  lies 
deep  in  all  American  hearts.  If  the  universal  dis- 
tress which  pervaded  the  community  could  not  be 
witnessed  without  a painful  sympathy,  its  melan- 
choly was  redeemed  by  the  high  and  manly  spirit 
which  it  roused  throughout  the  country.  For  never 
on  its  most  glorious  fields  ot  battle  was  there  dis- 
played a more  lofty  sentiment  of  honor  and  cour- 
age than  was  then  exhibited.  The  honest  payment 
of  debt — the  homely  duty  of  private  lire  — was  ele- 
vated by  its  universality  into  a sentiment  oi  national 
honor,  as  tne  whole  country  in  mass  pressed  for- 
ward to  its  performance,  as  to  some  sacred  and  pa- 
triotic obligation.  Whatever  could  be  paid  was 
paid  instantly  and  cheerfully;  what  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  pay  at  once  was  secured  with  ample  interest 
forthe  delay,  with  an  utter  abandonment  ot  mere 
selfishness,  and  a disregard  of  any  pecuniary  sacri- 
fice necessary  to  fulfil  their  engagements.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  manner  in  which  the  United  States 
have  settled  their  immense  commercial  debt  to  Eu- 
rope is  a lasting  monument  of  their  integrity.  No 
country  could  have  better  performed ’its  duly. 
Even  in  the  calmest  moments  of  prosperity  such  a 
settlement  could  scarcely  be  imagined  as  was  ac- 
complished amidst  the  general  wreck  and  confu- 
sion of  all  its  great  interests  with  which  the  coun- 
try was  afflicted.  The  consequence  is,  that  the 
general  credit  of  the  country  never  stood  hHiei 
than  at  thi3  moment;  for  it  has  now  earned  a’dis 


tinction  entirely  exclusive  and  characteristic — that 
vvlfile  the  government  of  the  United  Slates  is  the 
only  government  on  earth  that  lias  ever  paid  to  the 
last  cent  its  national  debt,  the  people  ol  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  discharged  their  private  engage- 
ments with  an  unexampled  fidelity.  A civil  glory 
‘his,  worth  a thousand  victories. 

In  the  midst  of  these  troubles  the  character  of  our 
institutions  was  threatened  by  a combination  of  politi- 
cians in  Pennsylvania, who  endeavored  toestahlisli,  as 
die  basis  of  American  legislation,  that  a charter  or 
other  engagement  made  by  any  state  legislature  was 
liable  to  be  annulled  by  any  subsequent  legislature — 
and  still  more  effectually  by  any  political  meeting 
called  a convention — which  is  only  another  form  of 
extraordinary  legislation;  and  an  attempt  was  an- 
nounced to  carry  that  dogma  into  effect  at  ? conven- 
tion then  approaching.  The  assertion  of  such  a 
right  by  the  state  government  to  annul  all  its  engage- 
ments to  foreigners,  put  forth  at  a moment  when  the 
country  was  laboring  under  a temporary  inability  to 
pay  its  debts,  was  calculated  to  destroy  all  confi- 
dence in  tile  integrity  of  our  American  institutions, 
and  I therefore  said  to  you  in  my  letter — “This  must 
not  be.  It  must  be  decided  whether  this  Pennsyl- 
nia  of  ours  is  a virtuous  community,  or  a mere  so- 
ciety of  plunderers.  Nor  will  the  honor  of  the 
slate  be  relieved,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  from  the 
stain  which  a few  small  politicians  wish  to  fix  upon 
her,  until  the  convention  adopts  some  solemn  decla- 
ration that  there  is  no  power  in  this  nation  capable 
of  violating  the  sacred  engagements  of  (he  state 
authorities.  That  should  be  done;  and  if  any  ef- 
forts of  mine  may  avail,  that  shall  be  done,  for  the 
honor  ot  this  stare,  for  the  character  of  her  sister 
states,  and  for  the  stability  ol  our  popular  institu- 
tions. 

Accordingly,  when  the  convention  met,  one  of  its 
most  decided  acts  was  the  following  resolution, 
passed  on  the  21st  of  November,  1837: 

‘‘ Resolved , That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  convention, 
that  a charter  duly  granted  under  an  act  of  assembly 
to  a bank  or  other  private  corporation  is,  when  ac- 
cepted, a contract  with  the  parties  to  whom  the  grant 
is  made.  And  if  such  charter  be  unduly  granted  or 
subsequently  misused,  it  may  be  avoided  by  the  judg- 
ment of  a court  of  justice  indue  course  of  law,  and 
not  otherwise,  unless  in  pursuance  of  a power  ex- 
pressly reserved  in  the  charter.” 

Tile  obligation  of  the  state  legislature  to  fulfil  all 
their  engagements  made  with  foreigners,  and  the 
anxiety  of  individuals  to  pay  their  foreign  debts, 
being  thus  established,  the  next  care  was  to  enable 
botli  to  comply  with  their  contracts  at  a ft  little  sacri- 
fice as  possible.  It  was  due  to  foreigners  that  every' 
debt  should  be  paid;  it  was  due  to  ourselves  to  make 
the  most  of  our  resoirces  in  (he  settlement.  Now 
tnese  resources  consisted  mainly  in  the  public  se- 
curities, and  the  staple  productions  of  tne  country. 
The  shock  of  suspension  would  of  course  sink  both 
to  tile  lowest  point  of  depression,  and  it  seemed  ex- 
pedient to  save  them  from  sacrifice  by  two  measures 
applicable  to  each. 

There  can  scarcely'  be  any  form  of  security  more 
safe  tli  an  the  pecuniary  engagements  of  the  states. 
They  have  a most  luxuriant  soil,  valuable  products, 
infinite  natural  advantages,  untiring  industry  in  de- 
veloping them.  They  have  every  thing  but  money; 
and  for  that  they  are  able  to  pay,  and  willing  to  pay, 
much  more  than  the  less  productive  industry  of  Eu- 
rope can  alFord  to  pay.  Their  loans,  too,  instead  of 
being  wasted  in  wars  or  extravagance,  go  to  the  di- 
rect improvement  of  the  borrowing  states;  so  that 
there  can  be  no  better  application  of  the  means  of 
any  European  capitalist  than  to  double  his  income 
by  American  investments.  Yet  all  these  require 
knowledge,  local  information,  the  means  of  exciting 
confidence;  and  it  was  thought  most  expedient  to 
establish  an  American  agency  in  London,  as  the 
common  centre  and  the  general  support  of  oil  Ameri- 
can securities,  where,  in  addition  to  the  appropriate 
business  of  the  bank  itself,  all  the  public  and  corpo- 
rate stocks  of  the  states  might  find  shelter  and  pro 
tection. 

In  like  manner  the  derangement  of  the  currency 
placed  the  staples  of  the  south  entirely  at  the  mer- 
cy of  the  foreign  purchaser,  who  could  have  dicta- 
ted tile  terms  of  sate  to  the  prostrated  planter.  I 
wa3  thought  proper  to  avert  that  evil  by  employing 
a large  portion  of  the  capital  of  the  bank  in  making 
advances  on  southern  produce.  This  had  two  ef- 
fects. The  first  was,  to  provide  remittances  (o  pay 
its  own  bonds  in  England,  issued  to  New  York  mer- 
chants in  their  extreme  distress;  for,  as  the  bank 
could  not  of  course  purchase  these  staples,  it  made 
advances  upon  them  in  the  south,  receiving  in  ex 
change  bills  on  Europe.  The  second  elfect  was,  t< 
introduce  into  the  market  a new  competition,  an-' 
thus  prevent  the  unconditional  subjection  of  til 
planter  to  the  foreign  purchaser.  These  advance- 
were  made — not,  as  in  past  years,  on  the  mere  per- 


sonal security  ot  the  merchants,  which  the  contu 
sion  of  all  private  credit  would  have  rendered  to 
hazardous — but  on  the  actual  shipment  of  the  pro- 
luce  to  an  American  house  in  England,  willing  and 
able  to  protect  American  property  from  the  reckless 
waste  with  which  it  lias  been  too  often  thrown  into 
the  market,  witli  an  entire  disregard  ot  alt  American 
interests.  Tile  combination  of  these  causes — (lie 
application  of  capital  oil  this  side,  and  the  prudent 
reserve  on  the  ol  her — lias  saved  to  tile  planting  in- 
terest an  amount  which  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  be- 
low ten  or  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  I believe,  too, 
that  nearly  one  half  of  the  commercial  debt  of  tiiis 
country  to  Europe  lias  been  [laid  by  the  mere  differ- 
ence between  (lie  actual  sales  of  the  secuiities  and 
staples,  and  the  prices  they'  would  iiave  realized  had 
they  been  thrown  unprotected  into  the  hands  of  Eu- 
ropeans. These  measures  were  essentially  of  a 
temporary  nature;  they  were  measures  of  emergen- 
cy, adopted  in  the  midst  of  a public  calamity,  and  to 
be  discontinued  with  the  necessity  which  caused 
them.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  the  capital  and  indus- 
try of  the  country  had  time  to  subside  into  their  ac- 
customed channels,  these  operations  were  relin- 
quished, and  now  they  have  totally  and  finally 
ceased. 

II.  During  these  movements,  it  became  impor- 
tant to  understand  distinctly  the  course  of  the  go- 
vernment. In  my  teller  to  you  of  the  6th  of  April 
last,  I stated  my  “conviction  that  there  could  be  no 
safe  or  permanent  resumption  of  specie  payments 
by  tlie  banks  until  the  policy  ot  the  government  to- 
wards them  was  changed.”  This  change  was  soon 
ar.d  happily  made.  On  the  30th  of  May,  the  specie 
circular,  requiring  payments  in  coin  in  "(he  land  offi- 
ces, was  repealed  by  congress.  On  the  25th  of  June, 
the  bill  called  the  sub-treasury,  requiring  coin  in  all 
payments  lo  the  government,  was  negatived.  In  the 
month  of  July,  the  government  agreed  to  receive  an 
anticipated  payment  of  the  bonds  of  the  bank  to  the 
amount  of  between  four  and  five  millions  of  dollars 
in  a credit  to  the  treasurer  on  the  books  of  the  bank, 
and  arrangements  were  made  far  the  more  distant 
public  disbursements  in  the  notes  of  the  bank. 
These  arrangements,  as  honorable  to  the  executive 
officers  as  they  were  beneficial  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, brought  the  government  into  efficient  co-ope- 
ration for  the  re-establishment  of  the  currency,  and 
opened  the  way  to  a resumption  of  specie  payments 
That  resumption  accordingly  took  place  tli  rough  - 
out  the  middle  states  on  the  13th  ot  August,  and 
in  many  of  the  southern  and  western  states  soon 
after. 

III.  It  remained  only  to  aid  some  of  the  south 
western  states  for  the  same  object  Their  activity 
in  extending  their  public  and  private  improve- 
ments had  made  them  debtor  states,  and  depreda- 
ted their  currency  by  its  excess.  But  they  had 
abundant  resources  and  perfect  willingness  to  pay; 
and  all  that  was  needed  seemed  to  be  a longer  pe- 
riod to  recruit  their  exhausted  means,  so  as  to  de 
rive  irom  the  approaching  crops,  by  a short  anti- 
cipation, ability  to  meet  their  engagements  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States  has  used  its  utmost  en- 
deavors for  that  purpose,  by  making  advances  to 
the  amount  of  many  millions  to  tlie  banks  in  those 
states;  aril  of  whom  will,  it  is  presumed,  by  the 
month  of  January,  resume  specie  payments,  and 
thus  complete  the  circle  of  resumption  throughout 
the  whole  Union 

And  now,  upon  reviewing  the  events  which  fol- 
lowed the  suspension,  it  is  a source  of  great  grati- 
fication to  see  that  all  that  it  was  designed  to  do 
has  been  done. 

It  was  proposed  to  protect  the  character  of  the 
country  from  the  first  shock  of  the  suspension — to 
effect  the  honorable  discharge  of  our  foreign  debt 
with  the  least  sacrifice  of  the  property  of  the  debt- 
ors— to  vindicate  the  good  faith  of  tlie  state  legis- 
latures— to  discourage  all  premature  attempts  to 
resume — but,  by  a cautious  delay  for  tho-e  states 
which  were  less  prepared,  accomplish  an  universal 
resumption.  All  these  are  done,  and  the  troubles 
of  the  country  have  happily  ceased. 

Of  the  future  it  is  difficult  to  speak;  but,  iii  that 
future,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  no  longer 
occupy  its  past  position.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  ceased  to  be  a national  institution  in 
1836,  and  was  preparing  to  occupy  its  new  place  as 
a state  bank,  when  the  troubles  of  1837  forced  it  in 
some  degree  back  into  its  old  position,  and  it  then 
devoted  all  its  power  to  assist  in  carrying  the  coun- 
try unhurt  through  its  recent  troubles.  Having 
lone. this,  its  extraordinary  duties  ceased.  For  tlie 
future,  it  abdicates  this  involuntary  power.  It  hat 
10  longer  any  responsibility  to  the  union.  It  lias 
io  longer  any  controversies  with  the  government 
if  ike  Union.  It  now  desires  only  repose,  and  it 
vill  take  its  rank  hereafter,  as  a simple  state  insti 
ution,  devoted  exclusively  to  its  own  special  con 
cerns. 
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1 n-juicc,  loo,  that  ti.i.s  now  [jcs'iX iun  of  1 1 1 e bank 
absujvis  im-  liotn  in  ii y carts  ami  duties.  in  liic 
gemmal  contusion  ol  public  all ai i s during  the  lust 
two  y ears,  it  has  been  my  lot.  lo  be  more  prominent 
than  m y own  inclination  prompted,  a id  oiti  n to 
assume  a station  uliicli  woulil  have  better  fitted 
otlieis.  ilul  public  calamities  ju.-ti.iy  the  apparent 
ibi wariliiess  ttley  require,  as  gie.it  dangers  are  best 
met  by  (lelying  them.  My  task  is  now  ended,  and  j 
] gl  id  y w undraw  from  these  responsibilities,  car-  j 
ry  mg'  with  me  ltieonlysaiislaein.il  1 ever  so-  gilt 
)n  them  — the  consciousness  ol  haring  dune  my  du- 
ty to  the  country  as  a good  tiiizen. 

Widl  great  regard,  yours,  See. 

N.  BIDDLE. 

To  tile  bon.  J Q.  Mama,  Washington. 

REPORT  OF  1 HE  SECRETARY- OF  WAR. 

War  department,  November  28,  1383. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing report  upon  the  several  brandies  ol  the  pub- 
lic serv.ee  confided  to  tlm  superintendence  of  the 
war  department. 

Tne  piovj'ioiis  of  congress  for  the  increase  and 
organization  of  i lie  army  have  been  carried  into 
ex  culm. i,  as  far  as  the  l.mited  time  since  the  pas 
sag;  of  ih  ; act,  and  the  cii'cnmgtiinces  of  the  coun- 
try, would  permit.  The  eighth  regiment  of  inlun- 
try,  authorized  by  law,  has  been  raised,  officered, 
and  equipped  fur  tin- held,  as  hare  lour  additional 
companies  ol  ailil. my.  The  stall  of  the  army 

has  h.-ea  completed  in  every  department,  according 
to  lire  intentions  of  cn  pgress,  and  will  lur.n  the  must 
eliicii-ul  branch  o!  the  service,  in  i xeciition  ol  the 
la  v of  March  2,  irfei,  w Inch  says  ‘-That  each  regi- 
ment ol  arndeiy  shall  consist  of  one  .colonel,  one 
lieuteuaul  colonel,  one  major,  one  sergeant  major, 
One  (purler-muster  seigeani,  and  line  companies, 
one  oi  witch  snail  be  designated  and  (quipped  ys 
lig  it  aitii!  -rv,”  1-  have  caused  one  company  of  ar- 
tillery to  be  mounted,  and  armed  with  tli-ur  appio 
prut.;  arms,  ii  is  very  desirable  that  the  intent. ouS 
of  t.ns  provision  of  the  law,  which  have  been  so 
long  postponed,  s.iou id  be  carried  into  enect  without 
furl n r d.-lay;  and  1 would  recominend  that  tins 
d j - uip! mu  oi  force,  so  important  in  .lie  composition 
of  a i army-,  and  so  efficient  in  Ine  held,  be  increased 
b,  s yur.il.iig  two  companies  iiom  each  regiment  ol 
artillery,  and  ibrming  with  them  two  bali.ii.oiis  ol 
ligiil  ai  lid  - ry,  one  io  be  stal ioned  in  tbs  western,  and 
tile -'oilier  in  li.e  eastern  division  of  the  army. 

Tne  only  a. Idilion. d increase  ol  the  a my  attend- 
ing'Ibis  arrangement,  which  is  calciilaled  lo  add 
very  consul  -.ab.y  lo  effective  strength,  will  be  that 
of  Hie  Ii  I I officers  of  the  battalions. 

The  army  inis  been  aclively  and  usefully  employed, 
as  w ill  be  s -eu  from  Ibe  report  ol  tlie  commanding 
gen  ual,  pailiy  O'i  the  soulh western  and  norHn-r.i 
front;  r.  and  par  ly  in  I lie  Cln-rokce  country.  Will, 
a view  to  render  it  more  efficient,  1 would  recom- 
m -n  i l i wit  Ihe  places  and  manner  ol  quartering  and 
stationing  Die  Hoops  in  time  ol  peace  b - changed. 
Scatt  re.l  in  s.i.ali  ikdachmenis  and  distant  posis,  ii 
w ml  I be  impracticable  lo  uuj'e  any  purl  of  il  in 
sufficient  sticnglh  to  make  an  efl-'ciivc  re  islano 
lij)  in  any  omS  point  ol  either  Irontiei ; ami  equally  so 
to  i ui  iar:  lo  them  I Ii  il  ii .sci  nliue  anil  skill  in  iiiililarv 
m inceuvrcs  which  tln-y  vv.ll  have  to  practise  m time 
of  war,  and  winch  will  enable  them  lo  meet  an  ene- 
my in  fie  Ii  -I  I on  equal  terms.  The  object  of  our 
fbi  tresses  is  lo  defend  our  harbors,  and  lo  arrest  the 
first  p; ogress  ol  a;i  enemy’s  arms;  and  Ibis  may  be 
eu  cl  -d  by  s.u  ill  garrisons  of  regular  troops,  aided 
by  a vv.il  train  -d  militia.  Our  unlilia,  coveted  In 
Wui'ks  and  fortifications,  have  proved  themselves, 
from  their  d -xivnty  in  firing,  to  be  superior  lo  tin 
b si  Europe.*  ! boons;  but  it  cannot  stand  against 
them  in  tli-  fi  d, I,  Imm  its  want  of  instructions  and 
mill:  try  organization.  Ii,  therefore,  i lie  army  is  It. 
remain  shut  up  in  the  fortresses,  and  mililia  to  b- 
dc-pe.-ul . (I  upon  to  march  to  their  relief,  in  case  o 
invasion,  we  lad  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  advanta- 
ges tint  may  b-  derived  Iiom  Ihe  dilferent  qualities 
of  these  Iroops.  In  (lie  prevent  stale  of  Ibe  art  o: 
war,  no  fortress  is  impri  gnable,  and  each  in  its  Iun 
would  be  lore -d  io  yield,  if  attacked,  unless  1 her. 
was  an  army  ready  lo-  march  lo  ils  relief;  for  tin. 
inili.ia,  altlm-ign  peifectly  competent  to  defend  tin 
furls,  wo  I i be  lorn  il  incapable  of  contending  will 
disciplined  lumps  in  llm  li  id;  or  Ol  siorming  an  in 
french,  ul  cam)).  My  o 1 j -cl  wo  dd  lie.  the relhre,  s< 
to  si  ..I  iun  Ihe  troops,  iffii  they  .should  form  a cenli 
around  w hich  tile  militia  may  rally,  and  (lie  com 
bin  <i  ibices  march  to  tne  relief  of  a’  y point  tha 
may  be  menaced  or* attacked.  The  points  w liich  ap  - 
On, i u me  b.-sl  calciilaled  lor  such  s'ations  as  ai 
here  indicated,  are,  in  the  slate  of  New  York,  oi 
Lake  Champlain,  whence  troops  may  he  inovci 
with  facility  low unis  the  north  rn  or  eastern  fion 
U.-i,  and  lu  protect  the  seaboard.  In  Pennsylvania, 


al  Cai lisle,  where  exist  already  good  liai  lacks,  am' 
bom  w in  -nee  li  ocq  s may  be  n.oitu  rapidly  lij  on  s.liv 
point  of  tiie  const  non h of  the  Chesapeake.  In  tin 
slate  of  South  Cm  old. a or  Georgia,  i.ot  Iar  In  m tin 
head  waters  of  Ihe  Savm-t.ah  river,  a commanding 
position  may  be  occujiid,  Iiom  whence  Hoop- 
might  be  lianspoili  d lo  any  point  between  .tin 
Cln-sapi  ake  and  Florida,  with  neatly  equal  t-x], edi- 
tion. The  loiuth  station  1 would  ucomuitnd  is 
Jelierson  hai racks,  a central  j os t as  regards*  llu 
south- w estern  homier.  Louisiana,  and  all  i he  west 
ini  stales;  presentitig  «xteiisi\e  lini  s of  water  com- 
munication, which  gieaily  tacilitaie  l lie  movement.- 
of  hoops  upon  any  pond  of  the  western  division 
These  stations,  supplied  willi  a compeltnt  iegi.hu 
lore,-,  and,  when  I lie  occasion  requires  if,  augmented 
by  thehaidy  mililia  collected  Iiom  I lie  nei  liboring 
stales,  would  be  able  lo  contend  successfully  wit  I 
any  force  that  could  be  sent  against  Ibis  couuliy: 
whilst  small  gauisons  ol  regulars,  aided  by  the 
\ olnnteeis  and  mililia  of  the  maritime  and  inland 
Iron  iers,  mialit  occupy  the  ioils  and  deleud  them 
unlit  the  corps  d’urmee  nearest  Ihe  point  attacked 
could  (much  to  their  i elief.  In  no  oilier  way  can  an 
extensive  line  of  frontier,  like  H at  of  Ibe  United 
Stales,  be- defended  by  a small  army  such  as  oms. 
To  cany  Ibis  measure  into  eiri-ct,  il  will  be  neces- 
sary lo  ask  of  congress  an  appropriation  ioi  ihe  pur- 
pose of  ending  ami  extending  the  accommodations 
lor  the-  ticops  a!  the  points  indicated. 

The  sparse  population  of  ihe  western  frontier,  and 
Ihe  niinibt  r,  cliniacicr,  ai  d proximity  ol  Ibe  enemy 
we  have  to  guard  against  in  that  quarter,  will  re- 
quire that  (lie.  gai i isons  of  ibe  seveial  posts  should 
‘ be  stronger  i'nan  on  (he  maritiuie  or  northern  and 
j eastern  lionlieis;  and  il  is  i<  specltnlly  recommended 
that  tfie  mcasuies  proposed  by  ibe  di  part  merit  for 
the  defence  of  that  homier  the  Iasi  y,  ai  should  be 
persisted  in.  It  is  lo  be  rrgietiul  i Eat  those 
measures  werenol  sauctiom  d by  congress  al  ils  Iasi 
session.  Ihe  law  ol  flit  2d  July,  1836,  is  in  pro- 
gress of  execuHon,  and  every  exeition  has  been 
made  to  meet  l lie  wishes  ol  (he  Irameis  ol  it.  The 
survey  ol  Ihe  whole  line  o)  road  lias  been  made,  and 
part  ol'  ii  put  under  comract.  1 should  not,  how- 
ever, discharge  my  dmy  as  Ibe  officer  cl  arged  with 
this  brai  cli  ol  Ihe  public  service,  il  I reliaiu  d from 
reitera  mg  my  opinion,  that  the  p a i proposed  bv 
I hat  law  v'  (mill  oui  on  y be  in.  liicienl,  bul,  il  earrii  d 
out  to  its  fill!  c-xleiit,  would  pindticp  iniiiu  dialt-  bos- 
tilities  willi  ihe  Indian  tnbis  on  that  homier  So 
confident  am  1 dial  Ibe  withdraw  al  o(  the  gairison 
from  Furl  Gibson  would  be  II  e signal  ol  an  outh-reak 
°n  die  pari  ul  the  Indians,  that  1 have  ventmed  to 
suspend  liie  execution  ot  that  part  of  die  law  until 
an  opportunity  could  be  given  lo  congress  lo  recon- 
sider dial  oiilt-r;  and  would  respectfully  suggest  that 
ihe  position  ol  Ibe  pusls,  Ibe  direction  of  Ihe  lines  of 
eoinmunicnt  on.  and  all  the  details  relating  lo  the 
del'enci  s ol  die  fronlit  r.  should  be  le.t  lo  that  depart- 
ment of  the  government  which  is  responsible  lor  the 
peace  and  d -fence  of  die  country.  1 will  bric-liy  re- 
capitulate die  plan  ol  defence  proposed  by  me,  in 
order  - o biing  ii  again  to  Ihe  innice  ol  coi.giess, 
willi  an  expression  oi  my  comiction  that,-  if  adopted, 
|i!  will  prove  officinal  lor  li  e protection  of  the  set- 
tlements on  tliat  homier,  and  will  impose  such  a 
l estrain t upon  \ he  Indians  as  to  keep  llu  in  quiet  and 
i-eaceable,  as  well  as  enable  the  authoi  itii-s  of  the 
Foiled  S ales  fully  to  comply  with  their  treaty  stipu- 
lations wi  b those  lubes,  and  piotect  them  ‘against 
intrusion  from  the  whiles. 

I piopo.se  that  the  existing  fortresses  w ithin  (lie 
Indian  territory  should  be  enlarged  and  strengthened, 
mil  others  eii  c-f - il  al  die  Illinois  river,  near  die  line 
I the  stale  of  Arkansas;  at  Table  Creek,  near  Ibe 
Missouri  nwr,  below  Ihe  Platte;  and  at  the  uppei 
fmks  ol  Ihe  Des  Moines;  these  slations  to  be  con-' 
"pcted  by  good  loads,  perpendicular  to  the  I ine  ot 
del-,  nee,  and  connecting  it  with  an  interior  Sine  ol 
posts  lo  be  established  a!  convenient  points,  toservt 
as  places  of  refuge  for  the  inhabitants  in  periods  of 
ilaniior  danger,  where  they  couid  r,  main  in  safely 
mtil  relieved  by  the  mauler  troops.  This,  with  some 
idililional  depots  of  aims  at  points  judiciously  se- 
lected, and  a good  organization  of  t tie  neighborin'1 
i i r i i ti.i,  would  lurnish  aiirpl;- security  and  protection 
to  tne  b-. ii uering  states.  I lie  woikson  the  cxterioi 
ine.  especially,  should  In;  liuill  ol  permanent  mate- 
rials, and  in  a manner  to  insure  the  health  and  com- 
Mrl  of  the  soldier,  and  lo  be  defended  by  a small 
;.in  ison. 

["order  to  maintain  these  remote  posts  at  the 
least  possible  expense,  as  well  as  to  secure  perma- 
I nt  ivasomd!  -supplies,  I would  n commend  that  a 
rm  be  attached  lo  each  of  them,  lo  lie  worked  by  a 
v i-n  ntimberol  laborers  under  a competent  super 
Hi  nilent.  wnli  the  assistance  ol  Ihe  soldi-  rs  al  sepd 
,i  and  harvest.  For  Hits  purpose  il  vv  ill  be  neces- 
my  to  have  ihe  authority  of  congress  lo  hire  the, 


necc-saiy  iiiimbiiol  !.  l.-iiti  , il  having  Lv  i n loi.i.d 
by  i xpniui.ee  ll. al  llu  con:  i, n.l  employ  men I ol  sc.-l- 
dteis  in  the  cultivation  oi  - the  soil  is  ini  ou  pi  title 
w i'lli  discipline  or  the  acquisition  of  miblaiy  skill. 
They  may  , how  eve  l , It  made  vi-  iy  useful  at  p articu- 
lar seasons  oj  the  year,  without  any  dcliimtnl  lo  ihe 
Sen  ice. 

I have  seen  no  reason  to  (large  my  views  as  (o 
the  proper  -otganization  oi  a mililia  or  volunteer 
ioice,  to  stive  as  auxiliaries  to  Ihe  system  j loposcd 
lor  the  deieiice  of  (lie  lnmitime  and  inland  lionlieis. 
li  would,  (Iciiblhss,  be  desiiable  lo  adopt  seme  uni- 
ioi in  sy sti  in  ol  oigainzalioii,  which  vvotild  lender 
efi c-ct i v e the  w l.olu  mililia  of  the  United  Slates;  but 
uo  plan  has  yet  bi  < n suggested  than  can  be  caniid 
into  e fit  cl  tin  rug  l:(,u.t  the  wide  ol  -our  extensive 
com  try  . That  which  a]  j ears  lo  present  the  gieatest 
advantages,  aid  hasbtin  luquently  pressul  upon 
ihe  atb  ntion  cl’  .congn  ss  hy  my  prtdeci  ssois  in  of- 
fice, a | pears  lo  me  lo  bi  only  applicable  to  the  thick- 
ly settled  portions  of  our  coutiiry;  for  if  it  were  at- 
tempted to  divide  ihe  mililia  ii.ro  classes  in  sums 
pai  ls  of  our  southern  -country  and  on  our  borders, 
w here  their  sen  ici  s are  most  likely  lo  be  n quirt  d, 
it  would  be  found  difficult  lo  assemble  a single  com- 
pany of  the  junior  class  w iiliin  a space  ol  one  bun- 
dled miles.  Il  is  lo  be  lean  d tbal  the  wl.de  u iiilia 
ol  the  United  Slates  will  he  found  too  unwieldy  a 
body  lo  be  successfully  organized  at  once  l.y  any 
plan  1 1 Ui  I can  be  dev  isi  il;  and  lor  some  time  to  come, 
it  bail  heller  be  1.  Il  lo  the  d itclion  of  ihe  several 
sta  es,  adopting  only  a uiiikini  aimament  and  in  i- 
loi  m drill,  u.i till  a sy  sh  m be  introduced  on  the  lion- 
tiers,  which  may  be  giacuaby  extendtd  o\ir  ihe 
vv  hob-  count  iy . A commence  ment  may  be  made  by 
enrobing  20,000  men,  taken  Iiom  among  the  inhabi- 
tants and  selihrs  of  ihe  Rentier  and  ihe  country 
around  the  permanent  stations  in  the  inferior.  Six 
ci  nseciitive  days  in  the  year  would  be  sufficient  lor 
their  drill,  piov  ided  the  commissioned  and  non-com- 
inisnioiit-d  ofliceis  be  assembled  for  instruction  at  the 
nearest  military  post  lor  the  term  of  thirty  da\s  in 
the  year  Dm  mg  the  time  the  privates  and  officers 
are  in  sen  ice,  they  should  leceive  tie  pay  and  ra- 
tions ol  sold n i s and  i flicv  is  ol  the  army  of  ihe  same 
guide  respi  rliv  t ly  . 'I  In  se  forces  would  not  be 
| withdraw n Iiom  the  stales  where  they  are  laisid, 
and  may  be  called  into  service-  by  the  govemois, 
upon  the  uquisition  ol  the  president.  In  this  l.'-aii- 
| ner  would  be;  foi  ine-il  a w ell  disci)  lined  body  <d  mi- 
lium, capable  ol  acting- as  an  a-nxiiiaiy  ioice  both  lo 
the  regulais  stationed  m ibe  lour  points  above  desig- 
nated, and  lo  il  e ganisoiis  si  aim  tied  in  the  u aril  in.  e 
and  fionti,  r fi  nn  sms,  and  a system  comii.eiu't  d, 
which,  il  d vvi  i k vv,  II,  n ay  gradually  be  extended 
so  as  to  embiace  the  whole  xi; iiilia  oi  li.e  Uuiltd 
Stairs. 

A considerable  portion  of  the  troops  have  been 
eu  ployed  in  I- luiidu  uutv  r tliat  indt  latigable  and 
zealous  officer,  gi  neial  Taylor.  Engagtd  in  a 
liaiassiug  service  during  the  sickly  season  ol  that 
unhealthy  climate,  they  have  displayed  a spnit  of 
enduring  courage,  i.mf  a ju  rseveiance  higl  Jy  cie- 
dilable  to  the  Aiimiican  sedditr.  'I  be  tbealie  of 
this  war  in  a count  iy  <1  dense  forests,  swamps, 
and  morasses;  Ihe  i neiny  activ  e,  subtle,  ciuel,  and 
invincible;  and  tic  mode  ul'  warfare  one  o|  pur- 
suit, bv  following  the  Hack  of  an  unseen  foe.  It 
is,  in  short,  a conlcst  entirely  devoid  of  all  Ibe  in- 
centives vv  Inch  usually  repay  Ibe  soldier  lor  the 
toiis,  privations,  and  dangers  to  which  bis  du'y  ex- 
poses him.  Dul  the  government  has  no  alterna- 
tive. The  Indians  must  be  expeihd  from  I lirida, 
and  the  army  will  make  any  sacrifice  that  is  re- 
quired to  protect  the  inhabitants  of  that  territory 
Irom  these  ruthless  savages,  and  to  maintain  un- 
tarnished the  honor  ol  1 l oir  arms.  Dining  the 
[ir.st  summer,  profiting  by  the  unhcaithim  ss  oh  the 
season,  the  Indians  i.i,ade  seveial  incursions  into 
the  settlements,  committing  the  most  cuiol  in  or- 
ders, and,  as  is  usual  with  them,  spaiing  milhc-r 
age  nor  s.i-x  Tluy  atlackul  the  light  houses,  and 
n urdeied  the  enws  of  I lie  v esst  Is  which  win  un- 
fortunately diivei.  on  shore  and  wrecked  on  that 
dangerous  coa.-t.  The  m cessary  prouciion  due 
by  the  government  lo  tin  commerce  oi  the  country 
and  to  the  cilizins  ot  Flu ida  demands  that  the 
utmost  exertions  be  made  to  diive  these  u ciciless 
savages  Iiom  a ci  unliv  wlicbthey  have  so  enu  lly 
affiictjd.  No  pains  will  le  spared  to  el. eel  this 
object ; but  il  dot  s not  appt  ar  that  the  means  hither- 
to adopted  are  calculated  to  do  so.  A vigorous 
efioil  was  made  the  last  year  with  a formidable 
force  ol  regular  I loops  and  mounted  volunteers. 
Every  scheme  was  li  ied  II  at  a skilful  and  vigilant 
command* r could  (lech  e,  and  that  brave  and  active 
so  diets  could  execute.  The  morasses  were  tra- 
vels' il , the  Irjfsts  and  swamps  penetrated  in  every 
diri  ction;  the  Indians  beaten  whenever  ov  rtaken, 
and  many  ol  them  lotred  to  surrender,  wd;o  were 
afterwards  sent  out  oi  the  country  ; but  still,  as  soon 
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as  ilia  sickly  season  set  m,  it  was  found  ilut  some 
ol  these  savages  hail  eluded  the  vigilance  of  our 
troops,  gained  their  rear,  mid  penetrated  in'o  the 
heart  ol  ttie  settlements,  wh  -re  their  pres-enc  * was 
first  discovered  by  the  murders  tney  coin  nitled, 
an  I the  barbarous  cruelties  t.'iey  perpetrated  upon 
the  aged  and  helpless.  They  were  enabled  to 
ed'eet  tneir  bloody  purposes  only  by  the  unsettled 
stite  ot  t ie  country  through  wuich  they  passed. 
W ien  tnis  war  hrst  broke  out,  the  I uiiaus  destroy- 
ed all  th- Irontier  settle. ueniSf  rid  the  iniiibitauts 
beyo  i I t!l.:,n  in  the  interior  ah  unioned  their 
ilo  nes,  a id  ,v »re  either ivc  ,-L e.i  into  liio  s-rvree, 
or  s i ip  irted  at  the  exp-ms;  ol.  t ie  government. 
A.  v il  nole  and  fertile  parti  in  ol  the  territory  be- 
ta n;  a wild ‘rues*,  throngi  which  the  Indians 
wa  i I -red  1 1 ice  wilil  o easts  s.-.-k  a;  III  dr  pray,  ria  l 
there  p mple  been  co  npelle  I to  rem  tin,  to  picket 
their  njus-s,  to  arm  me  ns  dees  in  I for  u associa- 
ti  i is  far  the  mutual  protection  of  t aejr  firesides, 
we  s!ia  il  l nave  been  spared  the  recital  of  Indian 
mirders  and  devastations.  Tnis  is  what  is  now 
proposed  to  be  done.  (Jrvmral  Taylor  has  been 
directed  to  invite  the  s -trl  -rs  loth  dr  hones;  to 
receive  them,  when  there,  into  the  service;  to 
cause  thi  n to  surround  their  houses  with  stout 
pickets;  to  organize  them  into  bullions  for  mn- 
tn  il  defence;  a part  of  the  n to  be  kept  under  ar  ns, 
while  others  are  employed  in  cultivatin'  their 
farms.  Jva  doubt  this  arrangement  will  aid  in 
pr  recti. i ' the  country  IVo  n the  inro  ids  of  the  sa- 
vages;  but  the  farms  which  is  ill  b j so  occupied 
will  lie  too  sparse  to  form  an  i upmetrable  barrier 
to  the  In  li  ms;  and  it  is  respectfully  recommended 
that  a porliotl  of  land,  selected  by  the  officers  of 
govern  mut,  should  b>  granted  to  such  sutlers  as 
will  id  i I themselves  to  settl ; on  it,  am[  to  culti- 
vate an  1 defend  it  under  such  regulations  a3  shaii 
be  made  by  the  executive. 

d’liat  portion  of  the  army  employed  in  the  very 
important  and  deiicat  • op -rati  mol  removin  ' the 
C heroic *es,  has  acted  through. >nt  with  the  activity 
au  l zeal  which  distinguish  ■ I this  branch  of  the 
public  service.  The  generous  and  enlightened 
j)  ol  icy  evinced  in  the  measures  adopted  by  congress 
towards  that  people,  during  the  la-t  session,  was 
ably  and  judiciously  can  ini  into  eif'-ct  b V the  gen- 
eral appointed  to  conduct  their  removal,  and  his 
orders  were  executed,  both  by  the  regular  troops 
and  the  volunteers,  in  every  instance,  with  prompt 
ness  and  praiseworthy  humanity.  The  reluctance 
of  (lie  Indians  to  relinquish  the  land  of  their  birth 
in  the  ea3t,  and  remove  to  their  new  homes  in  the 
west,  was  entirely  overco  ne  by  the  judicious  con- 
duct of  that  officer,  and  they  d -pirtml  with  alacrity 
under  the  -guidance  of  their  own  chiefs.  The  ar- 
rangein  uus  lor  this  purpose,  made  by  general  Scott, 
in  co  npliance  with  Ins  previous  instructions,  al- 
though so  newhat  costly  to  the  Ind  ans  themselves, 
met  the  entire  approbation  of  th-  department,  as  it 
was  dee  ned  of  the  last  importance  that  the  Ohero- 
kees  should  remove  to  the  west  voluntarily,  and 
that  on  th  dr  arrival  at  the  place  of  their  ulti  nate 
destination,  they  should  recur  to  file  manner  in 
w.iich  they  had  been  treated  with  kind  and  grate- 
ful feelings.  Humanity,  no  1 ss  than  soun  I poliev, 
dictate  1 this  course  towards  these  children  of  the 
forest;  and  in  carrying  out,  in  this  instance,  with 
an  it  i wavering  hand,  the  in ’asures  resol  ved  upon 
by  the  government  in  the  hope  of  preserving  the 
Indians,  and  of  maintaining  the  pmee  and  tran- 
quillity ol  the  whites,  it  will  always  lie  gratifying 
to  red  -ct  that  this  has  been  elt’.-cted,  not  only  with- 
out violence,  but  with  every  proper  regard  for  the 
feelings  and  interests  of  that  people'.  The  unpre- 
cedented d -ought  which  afflicted'  that  part  of' the 
country  during  the  [last  season  comorllej  the  gen- 
eral to  postpone  the  period  of  depiriure  of  the  fu- 
ll i i as  until  very  lately;  but  since  they  have  been  on 
their  march,  the  most  satisfactory  intelligence  has, 
reached  the  department  of  their  progress,  and  of 
the  good  order  with  which,  n ider  the  direction  of 
th'ir  own  chiefs,  the  parties  are  advancing  towards 
their  permanent  horn  -s. 

The  peaceful  execution  of  the  removal  of  the 
C terok-n-s  has  been  interrup'ed  by  th  ’ treacherous 
con  luct  of  a few  warriors,  who  had  11  ;d  lo  the  moun- 
tains ot  Xorth  Carolina.  A small  party  of  Indians, 
wnile  marching  under  escort  to  the  rendezvous, 
took  advant  ige  of  tile  kin  I ness  and  humanity  of  our 
mi'i,  w u h i 1 lent  their  horses  to  convey  their 
chil  Iren  more  conveniently,  aul  murdered  then 
while  walking  heed.essly  by  t'leir  sid>.  The  oifi- 
c-er  .«  ily  esc  iped  by  the' s o -ml  an  i activity  of  his 
hors;.  A detachment  of  tm  u ins  been  sent  in 
pursuit  of  the  murderers,  and,  fro  n the  charact  er  of 
the  o fiaer  co  n nvidin  g it,  no  I > ibt  is  entertahi  e l 
that  the  fugitive  Cherokees  will  '> i pro  mtly  arr  ;sf- 
ed.  This  cruel  in  I trMc'v»ro  is  act  is  much  to  b • 
lamented,  and  forinsa  strong  co  itrast  to  the  orderly 
conduct' of  the.  rest  of  the  mtion.  Tils  general 


commanding  there  repre.s-uts  th  • Ci  r-d<  n-s  as  s i-itly  at  woik  upon  tin:  river  .or  eral  seasons 
equally  indignant  with  the  v hiti-s,  ami  anxious  income. 

themselves  to  be  allowed  to  in  arch  ag  dust  their  Tile  detail'd  survey  of  the  months  of  the  Missis- 
countrymen  and  punish  them  for  this  wanton  and  -"ippi,  referred  to  in  the  last  repurl.  is  now  n inly 
cruel  murder.  I completed,  and  will  he  submitted  at  an  eailv  day 

The  government,  on  its  pirt,  has  taken  every  to  the  bnanl  of  engineers.  Their  plan  oJ'  amvhnra. 


precautionary  measure  to  comply  fully  with  il 
treaty  stipulations  towards  these  Indians,  an  I lo 
render  their  new  ho  n ; comfort able  and  acceplabl  ■ 
to  them.  As  soon  as  a prop  -r  regard  I'm  the  peace 
of  that  poriion  ot'  tile  country,  and  the  probability 
of  the  successful  execution  -if  the  measures  of  go- 
vernment would  admit,  a part  of  the  troops  were 


lion,  if  s.mctio  ied  lay  the  department,  will  then  be 
carried  into  i mn-diate  execution. 

C).i  the  upper  Mississippi,  the  water  lias  been  so 
high  as  lo  prevent  all  work. 

liy  the  increase  of  the  corps  of  engineers  at  the 
last  session  of  congress,  the  several  woi  ks  of  the 
department  will  soon  be  more  iinin^dialelv  under 


removed  to  the  northern  frontier,  an  I stalioned  bv  ! the  control  of  the  govern  n • nt  officers;  t lie  change 


the  commanding  general  of  til  - army  in  a manner 
to  afford  protection  to  that  part  of  the  country,  ft 
was  hoped  that  the  good  ar.d  respect  for  the 

laws  which  characterize  the  Am  •ffc  in  p-mple  would 
have  rendered  unnecessary  any  coercive  measures 
to  restrain  them  fro  n taking  pari  in  the  disturban- 
ces in  Lower  C Hindu.  But  f r-gret  to  say  I hut  not 
only  have  the  citizens  of  the  United  Smtes,  living 
on  that  frontier,  aided  the  feeble  eifo-  ts  ol  l ie  Cana- 
dians, which  can  terminate  only  ill  their  mis  -ry  and 
destruction,  hut  others  bordering  on  Upper  Canada, 
where  no  disposition  to  revolt  is  known  to  exist, 
are  band  -d  together  in  secret  soci  ’ties  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  invading  the  province  ol  a friendly 
power,  which,  but  for  tins  unpisiifi.ib'e  intcrl'erenc--, 
would  remain  in  peace  and  tr mquillitv.  The  means 
used  are  a«  reprehensible  as  the  end  proposed  is 
nefarious;  and  it  is  a subj  ret  of  regret  with  this 
department  that  it  has  not  at  its  disposal  a sufficient 
number  of  regular  troops  effectively  to  guard  this 
extensive  frontier  from  all  attempts,  on  the  part  of 
our  lellow-c:tiz  -ns,  tending  eithpr  to  disturb  the 
neace  of  Upper  Canada,  or  to  succor  the  insurgents  I 
in  the  Lower  Province — attempts  which  can  only 
lead  to  the  discomfiture  ami  death  of  Ihe  parties 
immediately  engaged  in  their  execution,  and  to  the 
shame  and  sorrow  of  those  who,  by  thoughtlessly 
encouraging  these  acts,  have  produced  such  fearful 
consequences. 

In  compliance  with  the  expressed  wish  of  con- 
gress, th«  northern  and  northwestern  froutfers  have 
been  reconnoitred  by  two  able  and  experienced 
officers  of  engineers-,  and  the  result  of  their  obsor 
vations  will  be  laid  before  congress  as  soon  as  the 
report  of  the  proceedings  is  received. 

It  will  be 
the  chief  en 

propriations  for  the  military  and  civil  works  under 
the  .superintendence  of  that  department  until  ihe 
close  of  the  last  session  of  congress,  occasioned  the 
temporary  suspension  of  those  works  during  a great 
part  of  the  season  lor  efficient  operations. 

By  my  direction,  the  board  of  engineers  proceed- 
ed lo  examine  the  works  of  fort  D laware.  The 
purchase  of  the  is  1 1 nil  on  which  this  important  work 
is  situated,  is  again  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
attention  of'ttie  government. 

The  operations  at  fort  Monroe  have  been  com- 
menced accordin  g to  t lie  intention  of  congress,  and 
will  be  prosecuted  without  interruption  until  the 
works  are  completed.  Measures  have  been  taken 
to  obtain  the  title  to  the  land  on  which  this  fort  is 
situated,  and  to  effect  the  purchase, of  the  bridge 
connecting  it  with  the  mainland,  as  authorized  by 
congress. 

In  compliance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
boanl  of  engineers,  by  whom  an  examina'ion  of 
fort  Calhoun  was  made  in  September,  1337,  th  - 
mass  of  materials  which  had  been  heaped  noon  the 
found  ition  to  produce  a settlein  *nt,  and  afterwards 
removed,  is  in  the  course  of  bring  replaced,  ft  is 
proposed  now  to  postpone  th  > erection  of  tile  super- 
sf i imtn re  until  these  foundations  have  attained  their 
final  subsidence. 

The  appropriation  for  the  Charleston  harbor  was 
intended  exclusively  for  the  protection  of  Sulli- 
van’s island,  and  measures  have  been  taken  by  the 
officer  of  engineers,  under  whose  general  superin- 
tendence it  is,  to  apply  the  funds  to  that  purpose. 
As  soon  as  the  services  of  an  officer  of  experience 
can  be  made  avail  ible,  there  will  ba  one  stationed 
permanently  in  this  harbor. 

By  direction  of  this  department,  several  of  the 
civil  works,  formerly  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  military,  have  been  transferred  to  the  topogra- 
phical engineers. 

Since  the  last-  remrt,  the  great  task  of  removing 


cannot,  however,  take  place  immediately,  as 
conformity  with  my  views,  explained  in  my  report 
of  last  year,  an  addition  of  five  young  ollicers  only 
lias  as  yet  been  made,  and  the  remaining  vacancies 
il  is  proposed  to  ti  l annually  b-,  selections  from  the 
high -st  graduates  of  the  military  academy. 

The  officer  of  engineers  in  charge  of  the  military 
academy  having  applied  to  be  .relieved,  major  D.-ln- 
fi  -ld  of  the  cm  ps  has  been  ordered  in  his  place 

The  necessity  of  horses  and  insiriitlio  i m the 
cavalry  exercise,  now  that  the  cavalry  h is  li  r sine 
a component  arm  of  the  sen  ice,  is  e\  id  mil;  ami  nn- 
lil  regular  provision  for  this  purpose  can  lie  made 
by  law,  it  is  proposed  to  replace  the  art  ill  -ry  de- 
tachment, now  there,  by  on- of  dragoon  privates, 
which  would  procure  for  the  cailels  the  use  ol  'lie 
hors'-s.  I would  urgently  recommend  that  the  in- 
structor of  artillery  and  Ihe  assistant  professor  of 
history,  geography,  and  ethics  be  placid  by  law 
upon  the  same  looting  as  other  assistant  pro  I -s«ora 
at  the  academy  The  French  classes  are  very 
much  in  ne  d of  instructors,  a id  none  are  known 
in  the  line  of  111  > army  qualified  for  the  task.  I 
therefore  recommend  that  authority  he  given  lo  ap- 
point two  citizens,  with  rnoileiate  salaries,  for  that 
purpose. 

The  large  building  containing  an  exercise  hall, 
recitalion  rooms,  and  quarters  for  uu-n  cried  olii- 
cers,  so  long  wanted  at  the  ac  idemy  is  finished,  and 
now  in  use.  Since  the  last  r>  port,  the  building  con  . 
taining  the  library,  chemical  laboratory,  and  phil- 
osophical and  engineering  rooms,  has  been  destroy- 
ed by  fire.  The  appropriation  of  the  last  session  to 
replace  this,  would  have  been  applied  soon  r;  but 
belore  determining  on  sites  for  the  new  buildings, 


it  is  proposed  to  admit  the  suggestion  of  111  ■ board 
seen,  from  the  accompany  mg  report  ot  of  visitc,'rs  of  13s7  viz:  to  appoj!,t  a ho-,rd  0f  com. 

r,r’_ 1 '1!^ :V.! 1 : 7 .a:,.tr,n.'!,F 7 uP : pstent  engineer-  to  determine,  in  conjunction  with 

the  superintendent,  a general  plan  for  the  public 
buildings  at  the  academy.  M in v of  the  present 
buildings  are  entirely  unfit  for  the  puiposes  to  which 
thevare  apnlied,  and  must,  eventually,  comedo  mi. 
and  Ihe  posiiion  of  each  new  one  authorized  should 
have  reference'  to  the  system  of  future  construc- 
tions. 

While  treating  this  subject,  it  heroines  mv  duty 
lo  bring  to  your  notice  the  dilapidar  d condition  of 
one  of  the  barracks.  The  building  is  literally  worn 
out,  and  in  so  decayed  and  corrupted  a state  as  se- 
riously to  endanger  the  safety  and  health  of  ihe 
cadets.  Its  removal  and  reconstruction  wjil1  enter 
info  the  plan  to  be  presented  by  the  board  for  Ihe 
arrangement  of  the  public  buildings  at  West  Paint. 
The  system  here  suggested,  of  presenting,  before 
any  public  works  are  comm 'need,  a 'veil  digested 
plan  lor  such  'enlargements  and  i nproveinents  as 
ttie  increase  of  our  population  a id  the  future  wants 
of  ttie  country  may  require,  lias  been  g-m-rally 
adopted  and  will  bj  hereafter  persevered  in.  so  that 
the  present  constructions  will  all  be  erected  in  con- 
formity with,  and  in  furtherance  of,  a genenl  plan. 
At. the  same  time,  the  department  has  adopted  re- 
gulations to  govern  the  engineer,  quartermaster's, 
.and  ordnance  departments  in  tile  construction  of 
the  buildings  under  their  superintendence,  s > as  to 
avoid  all  uiinscessarv  extravagance,  and  a’  the 
same  time  secure  solidity,  uniformity,  and  dura- 
bility. 

For  the  more  efficient  and  economical  ad.ninis. 
t ration  of  the  engineer  department,  in  m tuy  resp  -cts 
the  mo3t  important  branch  of  the  military  service, 
f beg  leave  respectfully  to  suggest  that  an  insp-c- 
tor  of  fortifications  ought  to  b»  appointed,  with 
such  additional  rank  and  emoluments  as  will  insure 
rosopcf  to  the  officer  of  engineers  who  shall  b • se- 
lected to  perform  that  duty,  and  d fray  ttie  a I li- 
tioual  expenses  which  must  necessarily  be  incurred 
during  the  extensive  tours  of  duty  lie  would  be 
the  ralt  in  the  Red  river  has  been  completed.  The  called  upon  to  make.  Experience  has  proved  that 
formation  of  anew  raft  on  til?  site  of  the  old  one  | this  duty  can  only  h • discharged  by  an  officer  of 
has  b°en  asurrou!  inconvenience,  but  it  is  hoped  the  this  corps,  and  the  important  nature  of  the  works, 

navigation  will  b ; re-opened  very  soon  altei  the  j on  the  solidity  and  (inability  of  which  so  much  of 
commencement  of  the  working  season;  the  boats  ! the  safety  and  honor  of  the  country  may  depend, 
for  this  purpo  m have  been  al re  i . ly  despatched  to  the  j requires  a vigilant  and  frequent  inspection  of  thorn, 
liver.  Ta;  formation  of  this  ne.v  obstruction  sup-  j during  thc.,nrogress  of  their  construction,  an  I re- 
ports the  views  expressed  in  the  lad  annual  report,  j commends  this  measure  to  the  favorable  considera- 
and  shows  the  necessity  of  keeping  a boat  con-  j tion  of  the  legislature. 
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The  ordnance  corps  has  been  increased  agreea 
bly  to  the  provisions  of  the  late  law. 

The  operations  of  that  branch  of  the  service  have 
been  conducted  with  intelligence  and  activity,  and 
some  progiess  has  been  made  in  digesting  a general 
system,  by  which  they  will  herealter  be  regulated. 

A series  of  experiments  have  been  ordered,  whicii 
will  determine  the  precise  character  ot  the  field  and 
heavy  artillery,  and  it  is  then  proposed  to  arm  the 
artillery  regiments,  which  have  hitherto  acted  as 
infantry,  wlien  in  the  field,  with  their  proper  arm. 
There  is  not  at  present  a complete  train  of  artillery 
fora  single  one  of  the  four  regiments  in  the  service; 
and  I beg  leave  to  suggest  the  necessity  of  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  the  number 
of  pieces  required  to  arm  the  existing  regiments 
properly,  as  wed  as  to  furnish  batteries  lor  two  bat- 
talions of  light  artillery.  I would  respectfully  re- 
commend the  establishment  of  a rocket  brigade. 
These  projectiles  have  lately  been  brought  to  great 
perfection  in  Europe,  and  are  now  regarded  as  a 
formidable  addition  to  the  efficiency  of  their  armies. 
That  of  the  United  States,  although  comparatively 
so  small,  should  not  be  entirely  deficient  in  any  one 
of  the  elements  which  go  to  make  up  the  power  and 
efficiency  of  the  best  constituted  armies  of  Europe. 
With  four  regiments  of  artillery,  we  are  nearly 
without  field-pieces  and  trains;  we  are  without 
light  artillery  altogether,  and  have  yet  to  learn  its 
management;  and  we  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
use  ot  so  formidable  a weapon  as  the  rocket.  These 
deficiencies  in  an  arm  which  in  modern  warfare, 
produces  the  most  decisive  results,  ought  to  be  reme- 
died without  delay. 

It  is  obviously  oi  the  first  importance  that  the  artil- 
lery and  munitions  of  war  furnished  to  the  troops 
should  be  tabiicated  and  prepared  on  a uniform  sys- 
tem, according  to  established  patterns;  and  the  first 
step  towards  this  object  is  to  prepare  drawings  of 
all  the  parts  of  such  a system  in  the  utmost  detail. 
To  accomplish' this,  it  is  intended  to  detail  lor  this 
especial  duty  three  competent  officers,  with  the  re- 
qaisife  number  of  draughtsmen,  the  result  of  whose 
labors  alter  due  revision  and  approval  by  the  sec- 
retary of  war,  shall  he  conformed  to  in  the  ordinance 
department;  the  patterns  thus  established  not  to  be 
changed,  without  the  sanction  of  the  same  authority 
bv  which  they  were  approved. 

An  estimate  tor  the  small  sum  required  to  cover 
the  expense  incidental  to  such  an  arrangement  is 
embraced  iii  the  general  estimate  ot  this  department 
for  tile  ensuing  year. 

I cannot  forbear  to^repeat  the  recommendations 
made  in  my  last  annual  report,  for  the  establishment 
of  a national  foundry  and  powder  manufactory,  and 
the  erection  of  a manulactory  of  small  arms  west  ot 
the  Alleghany  mountains,  upon  the  plan  therein 
proposed.  The  armory  and  manufactory  at  Harper’s 
Ferry,  which  is  conducted  with  great  ability  by  its 
present  superintendent,  colonel  Lucas,  requires 
considerable  alterations  and  repairs.  The  tempo- 
rary workshops  erected  there  are  altogether  insuffi- 
cient, and  now  that  the  usefulness  of  this  establish- 
es nt  is  placed  beyond  doubt,  permanent  buildings 
ought  to  be  substituted,  agreeably  to  some  well 
digested  plan,  both  as  to  their  construction  and  po- 
sition. Permission  has  been  granted  by  the  depart- 
ment to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail-road  company 
to  run  their  road  through  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  States  at  this  place,  passing  along  the  lineoi 
the  workshops,  from  whence  the  company  have  the 
option  of  choosing  either  of  two  routes,  the  one 
leading  along  the  wall  of  the  canal,  and  the  other  by 
the  hill  side.  The  former  would  have  been  the  most 
advantageous  to  the  United  States,  as  the  company’s 
works  would  have  strengthened  the  wall,  which  is 
very  defective,  and  requires  such  extensive  repairs 
that  it  will  probably  be  necessary  to  rebuild  it  alto- 
gether; but  the  difference  of  expense  to  the  com- 
pany vva3  represented  by  the  estimates  of  the  cost 
of  both  routes  to  be  so  great,  upwards  of  $50,000, 
that  the  river  route  could  not  be  insisted  upon  with- 
out the  United  States  paying  a part  or  the  whole  ol 
it.  The  department  had  no  authority  to  make  such 
an  arrangement  w'ithout  the  previous  consent  of 
congress,  and  therefore  granted  the  option  to  the 
company.  It  is  understood,  however,  by  the  parties 
• to  the  contract,  that,  upon  congress  desiring  that  the 
river  line  should  be  adopted,  it  may  be  done  on  gov- 
ernment agreeing  to  pay  the  difference  of  expense 
between  the  two  routes. 

Reflection  and  experience  confirm  the  view  taken 
in  the  last  annual  report  from  this  department,  on 
the  policy  of  selling  the  mineral  lands  belonging  to 
the  United  States.  ■ Their  retention  in  the  hands  ol 
government  presents  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  the 
exploration  of  the  mines,  and  impedes  the  natural 
progress  of  that  portion  of  the  country. 

The  corps  of  topographical  engineers  has  beei. 
increased,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
with  the  exception  of  the  officers  whose  nomina- 


tions were  not  acted  upon  by  the  senate,  and  whose 
places  could  not,  therefore,  be  supplied.  With  few 
exceptions,  the  civil  works  under  the  charge  of  tin 
military  engineers  have  been  transferred  to  tliis- 
corps,  and  a system  has  been  adopted,  which,  when 
fully  carried  into  effect,  cannot  tail  to  produce  the 
most  salutary  results.  The  several  portions  ol' the 
country  where  these  works  are  being  carried  on. 
are  divided  into  districts  of  limited  extent,  and  offi- 
cers are  permanently  assigned  to  them;  by  this 
method  time  is  saved,  and  much  useless  expense 
avoided,  as  well  as  better  information  acquired. 
Over  these  limited  commands,  a system  of  super- 
vision and  inspectorship  is  exercised  by  the  oldei 
officers,  by  means  of  wliich  their  superior  knowledge 
and  experience  are  brought  in  aid  ot  all  the  plans,  es- 
timates, and  constructions. 

The  officers  of  the  corps  w ho  are  employed  in  the 
superintendence  of  works  carried  on  by  corpora- 
tions and  states,  of  w hicli  there  are  but  four,  are 
gradually  being  withdrawn,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  regulating  the  establishment  ol 
the  army,  and  they  will  all  be  placed  on  national 
works  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  without  injury  to 
those  they  are  now  couducting. 

The  duties  enjoined  upon  the  department  by  re- 
solutions of  congress,  ordering  certain  surveys,  have 
not  been  performed  for  want  of  means  to  defray  the 
necessary  expenses.  These  are  paid  invariably 
from  special  appropriations  applicable  to  each  ob- 
ject, or  out  of  the  usual  annual  appropriation  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars  for  military  surveys,  which 
was  withheld  this  year.  Owing  to  this  cause  the 
following  surveys-  have  been  omitted:  That  of  the 
Tennessee  river  from  its  mouth  to  the  highest  point 
of  steamboat  navigation;  of  Elizabeth  rivei,  fro  in 
the  outlet  of  the  iJisinal  swamp  canal  to  Sew  all’s 
point;  of  Annapolis  harbor;  that  from  the  harbor  of 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
in  reference  to  inland  steamboat  navigation.  Partial 
appropriations  weie  made  lor  a survey  ol  the  Des 
Moines  and  Iowa  livers,  and  it  is  intended  to  com- 
mence the  work  early  in  the  spring.  These  appro- 
priations are,  however,  quite  inadequate,  arid  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  they  be,  in  all  such 
cases,  based  upon  estimates  furnished  by  this  de- 
partment. Great  delay  and  expense  would  be 
avoided  by  this  procedure,  lor  it  not  (infrequently 
happens  that  the  appropriation  is  exhausted,  just  as 
the  men  and  materials  are  collected  on  the  spot  to 
proceed  to  work,  and  the  former  have  (o  be  dis- 
charged for  want  of  funds  to  continue  them  in  the 
service. 

It  is  deemed  very  important  that  the  annual  ap- 
propriation for  military  surveys  should  be  made. 
VV'e  are  still  lamentably  ignoiant  of  the  geography 
and  lesources  of  our  country;  and  it  is  essential  to 
its  defence,  as  well  as  to  its  improvement,  that  the 
boundaries,  the  course  of  the  rivers,  the  size  and 
form  and  obstacles  to  navigation  of  the  lak«fj,  and 
the  direction  and  height  ol  the  mountains  should  be 
accurately  determined  and  delineated.  Much  has 
been  done  during  the  last  two  years  towards  the  at- 
tainment of  this  important  branch  of  knowledge;  at 
least  one  hundred  points  of  latitude,  and  eighty  of 
longitude,  have  been  accurately  established,  and  the 
whole  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  north  of 
the  Missouri,  has  been  surveyed  and  delineated. 
The  military  reconnoissances  made  in  Florida  have 
enabled  (he  department  to  present  a tolerably  accu- 
rate map  of  the  interior  of  that  territory,  which  has 
been  engraved  by  order  of  congress.  An  accurate 
map  was  made  ol  the  country  lately  occupied  by  the 
Cherokees,  when  it  was  supposed  that  it  might  be- 
come the  theatre  of  military  operations;  and  there 
exists  in  the  topographical  bureau  all  the  materials 
collected  by  its  officers  in  the  military  and  other 
surveys  ordered  by  congress.  I earnestly  recom- 
mend, therefore,  that  the  usual  annual  appropria- 
tions for  the  military  and  olhersurveys  be  continued, 
in  order  that  these  useful  operations  may  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  and  especially  that  complete  hydro- 
graphical surveys  may  be  made  of  the  lakes. 

The  singular  and  important  discrepancies  which 
have  been  brought  to  ray  notice  in  existing  charts 
of  the  Delaware  bay,  would  seem  to  call  lor  immediate 
attention  to  that  important  estuary.  Its  survey  may 
be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  survey  of  the  coast, 
now  being  made  under  Mr.  Hassler.  But  it  would 
probably  facilitate  bis  operations,  and  the  sooner 
give  commerce  the  advantages  of  a correct  chart  ol 
this  bay,  if  it  were  immediately  attended  to  under 
a special  appropriation.  There  being  an  officer  ol 
the  corps  ot  topographical  engineers  already  on 
luty  in  that  quarter,  with  a proper  understanding 
between  the  topographical  bureau  and  Mr.  Hassler, 
the  work  might  be  done  the  earlier  under  the  former, 
and  with  all  the  requisite  connection,  with  the  great 
ind  highly  interesting  operations  <_f  the  latter. 

I would  recommend,  likewise,  that  a survey  be 
made  of  the  country  between  the  NeenaliorFox  and 


the  Wisconsin  rivers,  with  a view  of  establishing  a 
water  communication  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the 
Mississippi  river,  which  would  be  in  the  highest 
legree  important  to  this  department  in  time  of  war, 
aid  useful  for  the  transportation  of  supplies  ill  time 
of  peace. 

The  report  of  the  surgeon  general  shows  the  ex- 
tent of  usefulness  and  the  great  efficiency  of  the  de- 
partment under  his  immediate  superintendence. 
The  severe  examination  to  which  applicants  for  ad- 
mission to  the  medical  staff  of  the  army  are  subjected, 
has  secured  the  services  of  men  ot  a high  order  of 
talents  and  attainments,  while  the  method  intro- 
duced into  the  administration  of  all  its  operations, 
■las  produced  great  economy  as  well  as  activity  and 
fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  branch 
of  the  service.  The  great  extent  to  which  these 
duties  have  lately  been  enlarged,  by  the  increase  of 
l he  army  and  its  operations  in  the  field;  the  em- 
ployment of  militia,  and  the  augmentation  of  the 
number  of  permanent  posts,  renders  it  necessary  that 
an  additional  clerk  should  be  employed  in  the  office 
of  the  surgeon  general,  in  order  to  aid  in  the  settle- 
ment of  its  accounts,  and  I respectfully  recommend 
that  the  addition  be  made. 

The  quartermaster’s  department,  and  that  of  the 
commissary  of  subsistence,  have  been  increased 
agreeably  to  the  act  of  congress,  and  the  duties  of 
both  these  branches  of  the  public  service  have  been 
discharged  with  intelligence  and  activity. 

The  duties  of  the  paymaster’s  department  have 
been  discharged  with  singular  fidelity,  and,  in  justice 
to  the  officers  engaged  in  their  performance,  1 beg 
leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  and  usefulness  of 
creating  an  intervening  grade  between  the  paymas- 
ter general  and  the  paymasters:  that  of  assistant  pay- 
master general,  with  the  pay  and  emoluments  ot  a 
lieutenant  colonel.  The  good  of  this  valuable  branch 
of  the  public  service  would  be  much  promoted  by 
such  a measure.  A provision  was  struck  out.  of  the 
bill  for  the  increase  and  organization  of  the  army, 
for  giving  a small  per  centage  on  disbursements  to 
officers  engaged  in  paying  the  militia.  The  peculiar 
and  embarrassing  nature  of  this  service,  w hich  oc- 
casions unavoidable  losses,  would  seem  to  render 
such  a pro  vision  just  and  pioper. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  commissioner 
of  pensions,  that  the  number  of  persons  on  the  pen- 
sion rolls  amounts  to  forty-one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy;  that  there  have  been  fourteen 
liundred  and  sixty-one  deaths  during  Die  year  end- 
ing the  30th  ot  September  last,  and  the  addition  to 
the  pension  rolls  in  the  same  year,  has  been  two 
thousand  three  hundred  and  filly-four.  The  addi- 
tion to  the  list  of  widows’  pensions  will  increase 
the  expenditure  about  $1,372,000;  and  to  meet  pay- 
ments now  due,  the  sum  ot  $245,000  will  be  imme- 
diately required,  as  no  appiopriation  has  yet  been 
made  lor  paying  the  pensions  granted  by  the  act  of 
July  7,  1838.  Arrears  are,  therefore,  due  all  such 
pensioners  as  have  been  entered  on  the  rolls  under 
this  act.  These  arrears  will  be  due  on  the  31st  of 
December  next,  and  justice  to  the  claimants  requires 
that  an  eurly  appropriation  should  be  made  for  their 
payment. 

I respectfully  recommend  that  the  early  attention 
of  congresss  should  be  called  to  the  compensation 
to  be  granted  to  pension  agents  for  discharging  the 
duties  of  their  office.  The  performance  ot  these 
duties  is  attended  with  labor  and  expense  and  very 
considerable  responsibility,  and  it  is  unjust  to  exact 
it  from  any  one  without  remuneration.  The  agents 
have  been  induced  to  continue  to  pay  the  pension- 
ers in  the  expectation  that  an  act  would  be  passed 
for  their  relief.  If  this  is  not  done,  tliis  department 
will  find  it  utterly  impracticable  any  longer  to  exe- 
cute the  pension  laws. 

Connected  with  this  subject  is  the  inconvenience 
which  has  been  experienced  in  carrying  into  effect 
the  provisions  of  the  law  passed  at  the  last  session 
providing  that  the  amounts  of  pensions  unclaimed 
fora  certain  period,  after  becoming  due  and  payable, 
shall  be  paid  only  at  the  treasury.  The  operation 
of  this  law  has  proved  very  harassing  to  the  ac- 
counting officers  charged  with  the  duty  it  enjoins, 
and  very  inconvenient  to  the  pensioner.  The  pe- 
riod of  eight  months  fixed  by  it  for  the  unclaimed 
pension  funds  to  be  returned  to  the  treasury  and  to 
be  claimed  here  and  drawn  out  through  the  pension 
office  and  that  of  the  third  auditor,  is  too  short. — 
Small  pensioners  living  at  a distance  from  the 
agency  were  in  the  habit  of  going  there  not  oftener 
than  once  a year,  whereas  they  are  now  obliged  to 
go  there  more  frequently,  to  their  great  inconve- 
nience, or  to  employ  an  agent  to  receive  their  pen- 
sions either  at  the  nearest  agency  or  at  Washington. 
The  great  burden  thrown  upon  the  office  ol  the 
third  auditor,  by  that  law,  will  be  better  understood 
by  the  letter  of  that  officer  herewith  submitted. 

I beg  leave  again  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
subject  of  frauds  and  impositions  practised  b*th 
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upon  til  5 govern  Hint  a:i  I tn ; i ;n arant  and  tin  wary 
pansionaM,  wrw-by  tile  banivolSnt  intentions  of 
congress  towards  the  veterans  of  the  revoluti  >11  arid 
the  sn  firers  by  the  late  wav,  are  frustrated  by  un- 
principled ai  l designing  mm.  Fun  law  pissed 
July  7,  13  33,  will  occn.si  m an  exp ?n  litnre  of  about 
a millio  i an  l a half  of  doll jrs»in  the  year  1 3:J>,  and 
it  is  tn  be  fe.ire  l t ut  not  inre  th  in  one  half  of  that 
sun  will  reach  the  objects  whose  distress  it  was 
intended  to  relieve;  the  rest  will  too  probably  be 
swallowed  np  by  u-irbi;  igsnflj,  or  wrested  from 
tils  dep  irt  nent  by  fran  Inlrnt  applications.  These 
practices  ought  to  be  checked  by  a la.v  i npnsing  a 
severe  penalty  upon  persons  who  are  found  guilty 
of  them. 

In  l ;pendently  of  the  removal  of  the  Cherokees, 
the  operations  of  the  Indian  department  within  the 
last  year  h ive  been  extensive  and  important.  The 
entire  Creek  nation,  with  the  exception  of  a small 
nu  nber  of  fugitives  among  the  Cherokees  and  Semi- 
nolas,  has  emigrated  and  formed  pern  merit  settle- 
ments beyond  the  Missouri  river  Of  the  Chicka- 
saw?, not  more  than  two  hundred  rern  un  east  of 
the  Mississippi,  It  is  estimated  that  about  three 
thousand  C loctaws  still  live  in  their  old  country, 
and  they  will  probably  continue  there,  until  the 
titles  set  up  by  them  to  reserves  under  the  treaty  of 
133  ),  are  satisfactorily  adjusted.  By  the  interpo- 
sition of  tile  authorities  of  the  state  of  Indiana, 
nearly  all  the  Potta.v  it  i nies  residing  within  its 
limits  hive  recently  been  removed.  file  emigra- 
tion of  the  Ottawas,  Chippewa?,  an  1 Pottawata- 
inies  in  Illinois,  has  prognssed  slowly;  nearly  fif- 
teen hundred  vet  remain  th  .-re.  A s, mil  baud  of 
Ap  il  ia  n colas  has  been  remivc  l.  Abiat  fourteen 
hun  Ire  1 Semlnoles  emigrate  I in  1 3 33,  and  fifteen 
hundred  in  13J7  and  1333;  th?  military  movements 
for  the  removal  of  the  reside;  still  continue  to  be 
vigoro  i sly  prosecuted,  as  h is  aim  ly  been  explain- 
ed. At  the  close  of  the  present  season,  there  will 
be,  in  the  stites  and  territories,  ab  >ut  t venty-two 
tliousin  l Indians,  who,  iris  desirable, should  b’  re- 
moved as  early  a3  practicable  to  tile  west.  They 
are  the  New  York  In  lians,  the  Wyan  lots  in  Ohio, 
the  Min  nies  in  Indiana,  the  Ottawas,  Ghippewas, 
and  P ittuwatamies  in  Illinois;  the  VVinnebigoes 
and  Meno  monies  in  Wisconsin;  th?  Ottawas  and 
Chippe  vas  in  Michigan;  and  the  Seminoles  in  Flo- 
rida. In  co  npliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  se- 
nate, conditionally  ratifying  the  treaty  with  the 
New  York  Indians,  that  instrument  and  the  amend- 
ments to  it  have  been  sub  nitted  to  them  for  their 
assent  and  that  of  all  the  bands  except  the  Senecas 
has  been  obtain^;  and  it  is  believed  that  these  will 
not  withhold  tlieir  assent  eventually.  There  is 
reason  to  believe  that  a treaty  of  cession  and  removal 
may  soon  be  effected  with  tile  Miamies,  which  will 
relieve  the  state  of  Indiana  from  the  incumbrance 
of  its  Indian  population.  An  exploring  party  of 
Winnebagoes  has  been  authorized  to  visit  the  re- 
gion beyond  the  Missouri,  and  but  little  doubt  is 
entertained  that  they  will  there  find  a tract  of  coun- 
try suited  to  tlieir  habits  and  wants.  Similar  parties 
of  Ottawas  and  Ghippewas,  and  of  the  Chippe  vas 
of  Saginaw,  have  examined  the  same  section  of 
country,  and  found  locations  with  which  they  be- 
lieve I their  people  will  be  satisfied.  There  are 
conflicting  parties  among  the  Wyandots,  which  ren- 
der the  completion  of  any  thing  more  than  an  ar- 
rangement for  partial  removal  improbable  at  pre- 
sent. Tile  information  received  from  the  Menora- 
onies  holds  oot  the  prospect  that  a. treaty  might  be 
made  with  • them  for  the  relinquishment  of  their 
possessions  in  Wisconsin,  should  congress  author- 
ize the  measure. 

Com  nissiouers  have  tmen  appointed  to  examine 
claims,  for  the  payment  of  which  provision  was 
made  in  the  treaties  with  the  Miamies,  the  Chippe- 
was,  the  Sioux,  the  Sac3  and  Foxes,  and  the  Win- 
nebagocs,  ratified  at  the  l ist  session,  and  instruc- 
tions issued  for  the  execution  of  other  stipulations 
in  them.  The  commissioners  entrusted  with  the 
duties  of  carrying  into  effect  th?  treaty  with  the 
Cherokees  of  18:35,  have  steadily  pursued  their  la- 
bors. It  is  supposed  that  all  the  claims,  except 
those  for  reservations,  have  been  investigated. — 
Mure  than  one  million  of  dollars  have  been  paid 
to  them  and  their  creditors  in  the  ceded  country, 
and  upwards  of  one  million  have  been  remitted  to 
be  paid  to  them,  on  their  arrival  west,  on  account 
of  claims  allowed  in  their  favor.  In  conformity 
with  th?  treaty,  a paten*  has  been  issued  and  will 
he  shortly  transmitted  to  them,  for  the  thirteen  mil- 
lions six  hundred  thousan  I acr-s  set  apart  forthem, 
and  they  will  have  individual  and  national  wealth 
sufficient  to  insure  their  prosperity.  The  commis- 
sioners who  were  selected  to  examine  claims  to  re- 
serves under  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Choctaws  of  133:>,  had  mi  le  considerable 
rogress,  when  their  appointments  were  terminated 
y the  expiration  of  the  Jaw  on  the  first  of  August 


last.  The  final  adjustment  of  these  claims  ^im- 
portant to  tile  inhabitants  of  tile  state  of  Missis 
sippi,  an  I to  the  Indians  wiio  remain  among  them; 
to  I lie  former  as  a measure  essential  to  the  settle- 
ment of  land  titles,  and  to  the  latter  as  conducive  to 
their  removal  and  union  with  their  countrymen, 
who  are  making  rapid  advances  in  wealth  and  im- 
provement. It"  is,  therefore,  respectfully  recom- 
mended- that  the  commission  be  renewed  at  an  early 
day.  Tlie.stipulations  in- the  treaty  with  the  Cliicka- 
saws,  which  were  to*  be  executed  east  ol  the  Mis- 
sissippi, have  been  nearly  fulfilled.  About  two 
hundred  reserves  are  yet  to  be  located,  and,  of  those 
located,  about  two  hundred  ‘.o  be  sold.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  proceeds  of  future  sales  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  pay  their  debts,  and  to  defray  the. expenses 
of  their  removal  iftid  subsistence.  They  Will  then 
have  a national  fund  of  two  millions  ol  dollars, 
yielding  them  an  annual  income  ol  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  a stun  adequate  to  all  their  possi- 
ble wants. 

Of  the  emigrated  tribes,  all  the  accounts  that 
have  been  received  are  encouraging.  'File  recently 
emigrated  Creeks  have  formed  agricultural  and 
trading  establishments,  and  found,  in  the  comfort 
around  them,  and  the  prospact  of  individual  wealth 
belbre  them,  the  strongest  inducement  to  cultivate 
friendly  relations  with  tlieir  brethren,  with  other 
tribes,  and  with  the  United  States.  The  council 
convened  by  the  Cherokees  had  no  abject  unfriendly 
to  our  people  or  govern  nent.  This  belief  origi- 
nated fro  n a misapprehension  of  the  condition  and 
te  mper  of  these  Indians.  It  is  not  probable  Fiat 
those  wild  emigrated  many  years  since,  and  tro:n 
whom  the  call  of  t tie  council  proceeded,  would  jeo- 
pard th  sir  whole  property,  the  farms,  the  stock,  and 
merchandize  they  possess,  and  the  large  annuities 
they  receive  from  the  United  Stites,  for  th?  gratifi- 
cation of  commencing  a war  which  they  could  not 
be  ignorant  must  terminate  in  thrir  utter  .destrnc-. 
tion.  It  appears,  from  subsequent  information,  that 
the  Cherokees  hold  an  annual  council  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  legist  ition,  and  that,  in  order  to  revive  an 
ancient  association  of  the  tribes,  iortned  lor  the- 
preservation  of  peace  aming  themselves,  they  in- 
vited, in  1337,  the  Creek;,  Senecas,  an  1 others,  to 
meet  them,  and  in  1-833,  renewed  their  invita- 
tions and  extended  them  to  more  distant  nations. 
They  applied,  in  som?  instances,  to  the  United 
States  olficers  to  write  letters  ol  invitation,  and 
their  request  was  complied  with;  and  where  the 
wampum  was  sent,  that  symbol  contained  no  red 
beads  or  other  warlike  tokens.  Notwithstanding, 
however,  the  peaceful  appearances  which  charac- 
terized these  preliminaries,  so  ne  nt  the  more  north- 
ern tribes  suspected  the  object  of  the  council  to  be 
hostile  to  the  whites,  and  refused  to  attend;  ihe 
same  opinion’ might  naturally  have  been  entertained 
hy  the  officers  of  government  at  distant  posts,  but 
it  would  have  been  imprudent  to  have  acted  upon 
such  suspicious.  To  preserve  our  influence  over 
the  Indians  w?  must  abstain  Irom  all  unnecessary 
interference  in  their  local  affairs.  To  disturb  tlieir 
councils,  or  to  attempt  to  overawe  their  proceed- 
ings by  nil  armed  force,  might  excite  unfriendly 
feelings  and  tend  to  produce  the  very  evil  the  go- 
vernment is  so  anxious  to  avoid.  Nor  could  such 
an  interposition  have  led  to  the  discovery  of  the 
designs  of  the  council.  If  the  views  of  that  body 
had  been  hostile,  amt  the  occasion  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  so  many  tribes  being  assembled  had  been 
deemed  a fitting  one  to  consult  on  warlike  measures, 
those  consultations  would  have  been  secret,  and  the 
presence  of  our  troops  would  have  only  led  them 
to  conceal  their  designs  still  more  deeply. 

Since  this  event  the  department  has  again  been 
called  upon  by  the  commanding  general  of  the 
western  division  of  tile  army  to  furnish  additional 
troops  to  go  ini  tile  southwestern  frontier  Irom  ap- 
prehended attacks  from  the  Indians  inhabiting 
Texas,  circumstances  having  led  to  (lie  belief  t hat 
these  Indians  had  been  excited  bv  the  Mexican  au- 
thorities to  attack  tile  Texians.  This  call  increased 
the  vigilance  of  the  department,  and  inquiries  were 
instituted  which  did  not  elicit  any  information  that 
would  have  justified  me  in  recommending  such  a 
draught  of  militia  as  was  proposed  to  aid  the  regu- 
lar force  on  that  frontier.  The  Indians  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  have  bepti  warned 
that  they  will  not  be  permitted  to  take  part  in  any 
contest  between  Mexico  and  Texas,  or  to  pass  into 
the  territory  of  the  latter  with  hostile  intent;  and 
that  the  amount  of  their  annuities  will  be  stopped 
if  they  disobey  this  order,  without  prejudice  lo 
other  measures  which  will  be  taken  to  enforce  its 
observance. 

Upon  tiie  first  receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  the 
appearance  of  tile  small  pox  among  the  tribes  on 
tlie  Missouri  river,  supplies  of  money  and  oi  vac- 
cine matter  were  liberally  furnished,  the  employ- 


ment of  physicians  was  authorized,  and  instructions 
given  for  the  immediate  and  thorough  vaccination 
of  the  Indians.  The  reports,  thus  far,  do  not  show 
satisfactorily  to  what  extent  this  duty  lias  been  per- 
formed. 

Tlie  subject  of  our  Indian  affairs,  confessedly  (he 
most  difficult  and  complicated  underthesnpervision 
of  the  department,  being  tlie  I ist  year  entirely  new 
to  me,  1 forebore  to  suggest  any  changes  in  tlieir 
management;  but  subsequent  experience  and  reflec- 
tion have  convinced  me  that  the  present  system  is 
defective,  and  ttiat  the  evils  which  spring  from  it 
will  not  be  remedied'  by  the  measures  ii  Tetofore 
recommended,  nor  by  the  bill  which,  at  tlie  last  ses- 
sion of  congress,  received-  tlie  sanction  of  one 
branch  of  the  legislature.  It  is  unnecessary,  howe- 
ver, to  discuss  the  delects  or  merits  of  This  bill,  be- 
cause tiie  preliminary  condition  lo  its  being  carried 
into  execution — the  previous  consent  of  tlie  tribes 
— cannot  be  complied  with.  Tlie  Choctaws  and 
Cherokees  have  expressed  tlieir  unwillingness  to 
enter  into  tlie  confederation,  or  to  adopt  tlie  form  of 
government  tlie  bill  proposes.  If  even  th?  most 
insignificant  changes  in  tlie  settled  forms  of  go- 
vernment require  to.be  considered  with  great  care, 
how  much  more  cautious  ought  we  to  be  in  any 
attempt  to  introduce  those  forms  among  a people 
who  have  hitherto  lived  with  scarcely  any  know- 
ledge of  them.  I would  recommend,  as  tiie  first 
step,  that  tiie  t rib  ‘S  should  be  encouraged  to  adopt 
a system  of  self-government  adapted  lo  tlieir  wants 
and  condition,  with  which  there  should  be  as  I i l tie 
interference  on  our  part  as  possible;  and  that  tlieir 
chiefs  be  invited  to  attend  an  annual  council  at 
which  the  agents  of  govyi  nment  and  the  command- 
ing officer  of  tlie  nearest  station  should  be  present. 
In  this  manner  the  government  would  exercise  a 
Salutary  influence  over  them,  become  acqu  tinted 
vvitli  their  wants,  and  heal  theirdilfeivnces  with  each 
other.  It  appears  to  me,  likewise,  that  the  Indian 
agents  should  not  be  attached  to  any  one  tribe,  as 
experience-  proves  that  they  become  so  identified 
with  those  whose  peculiar  interests  are  confided  to 
their  care,  that  they  imbibe  their  prejudices  and  es- 
pouse their  quarrels.  It  ought  to  be  in  tlie  power 
of  government  to  change  their  residence  from  time 
to  time,  and  by  assembling  them  once  a year  in  ge- 
neral council  with  the  chiefs  of  all  tlie  tribes,  they 
will  understand  and  seek  to  promote  the  general 
interests  of  the  red  men. 

I would  recommend  that  thesysiem  hitherto  pur- 
sued for  tlie  education  of  tlie  Indians,  by  which 
alone  tlieir  civilization  can  be  effected,  be  changed,’ 
At  present  the  Inman  youth  receives  an  education 
which  is  altogether  useless  to  him  when  he  returns 
to  h is  home  in  the  western  wild-',  lie  can  read, 
write,  arid  cipher,  and  in  his  native  village  Ihere 
are  no  books  to  read,  no  writings  required,  and  none 
but  the  most  simple  accounts  kept;  such  as  a.re 
reckoned  on  tlie  fingers  and  .notched  on  a stick.— 
He  has  acquired  no  knowledge  which  can  be  use- 
fully applied  for  his  own  benefit  or  for  t hat  of  his 
people;  and  he  lias  forgotten  how  to  trap  and  hunt. 
As  a matter  of  course,  then,  he  and  his  acquisitions 
are  despised,  and  Ihe  half  educated  savage  too  often 
becomes  a profligate  and  drunken  vagabond.  The 
remedy  for  this  evil  appears  to  me  to  he  tne  intro- 
duction of  manual  labor  schools,  wnere  tf;e  Indian 
at  tlie  same  time  that  he  receives  tlie  rudiments  of 
education  and  is  taught  the  Christian  faith,  will  ac- 
quire some  knowledge  of  fanning  and  of  the  useful 
arts,  which  vviil  secure  to  nun  tne  admiration  and 
gratitude  of  Ins  countrymen  or.  his  return  among 
them,  and  enable  him,  not  only  tc  render  them  the 
most  essential  services,  but  to  teach  them  by  his 
example' the  vast  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
knowledge,  and  induce  them  to  become  a civilized 
community 

The  important  interest  involved  in  the  proper 
ad  ministration  of  Indian  affairs,  and  the  great  dis- 
tance of  tlie  theatre  of  thpir  management  from  the 
supervisory  power  at  Wasninge  a,  require,  in  my 
opinion,  that  there  should  be  attached  lo  tlie  office 
of  the  commissioner  an  inspector  charged  to  visit, 
from  time  to  time,  the  stations  of  tiie  disbursing 
officers  and  Indian  agents;  inspect  tlieir  books,  ex- 
amine into  their  proceedings,  view  the  condition  of 
the  different  tribes,  and  furnish  such  a report  as  will 
enable  the  department  to  correct  ahn=es,  to  under- 
stand and  provide  for  the  wants  of  tiie  Indians,  arid, 
generally,  to  extend  over  the  whole  matter  a more 
complete  supervision  than  has  heretofore  b^en  found 
practicable.  By  such  means,  in  conjunction  with 
a more  liberal  policy  towards  Ihe  interpreters',  who 
exercise  great  influence  over  the  Indians;  li«  a pro- 
per attention  to  the  chiefs,  through  whom  alone  the 
people  can  be  a »nroacher|,  and  who  ought,  bv  every 
fair  meins,  to  be  conciliated  and  attached  to  (lie 
United  States;  ar.d  by  the  co-operation  of  the  tra- 
ders, whom  I have  always  found  ready  to  lend  their 
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aid  to  tiie  government,  reasonable  hope  may  be  en- 
tertained of  extending  the  blessings  and  advantages 
of  C nrist ianity  and  civilization  to  the  Indian  race. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
To  the  president  of  the  United  Stales. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  AMERICAN 
COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

The  twenty-second  annual  meeting  of  the  Ame- 
rican Colonization  Society  was  held  on  Tuesday, 
11th  December,  1333,  at  7 o’clock,  p.  in.  in  the 
hall  of  the  house  of  representatives,  in  the  capitol 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  presence  of  a crowded 
audience. 

The  president  of  the  society  being  absent.  Charles 
Fenton  Mercer,  M.  C.  a vice  president,  presided. 

Tne  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  rev. 
James  Laurie,  D.  D.  of  Washington. 

The  following  delegates  were  announced  as  hav- 
ing been  appointed  to  represent  their  respective 
societies  at  this  meeting: 

From  the  New  York  City  Colonization  society:  Rev. 
Gardiner  Spring,  D.D.,  rev.  Alexander  Proudfit, 
D.D.,  David  M.  Reese,  M.  D.,  William  L.  Stone, 
Anson  G.  Phelps. 

From  the  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.  society:  Henry  A. 
Foster,  M.  C. 

From  the  New  Jersey  Stale  society:  J.  B.  Aycrigg, 
M.  C.;  J.  P.  B.  Maxwell,  M.  C.;  William  Halsted, 
M.  C ; James  F.  Randolph,  M.  C.;  Charles  C. 
Stratton,  M.  C. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  society:  Rev.  George  W. 
Bethune,  D.D.,  Edward  Coles,  Stephen  Colwell, 
Charles  Naylor,  M.  C.,  Thomas  Buchanan. 

From  fie " Young  Men's  Colonization  society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  Philadelphia:  Rev.  Win. 
H.  Gilder. 

From  the  Virginia  Stale  Colonization  society:  Chas. 
F.  Mercer,  M.  C.;  William  C.  Rives,  M.  C.;  James 
Garland,  M.  C.;  Henry  A.  Wise,  M.  C.;  Abel  P. 

Upshur. 

From  the  Monongalia  county,  Va.  Colonization 
society:  Waitinan  T.  Willey. 

From  the  Green  county,  Ohio,  Colonization  society: 
Thomas  Corwin,  M.  C.;  Samson  Mason,  M.  C.; 
Patrick  G.  Goode,  M.  C. 

From  the  Trumbull  county,  Ohio , Colonization 
society:  John  W.  Allen,  M.  C. 

From  the  Washington  City  Colonization  society: 
Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  Thomas  P.  Jones,  Josiah 
I’.  Polk. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  managers,  read  by  the 
secretary,  represented  the  cause  in  this  country  as 
rising  in  public  estimation;  its  friends  as  resolved 
to  impart  new  vigor  and  extent  to  its  proceedings; 
and  tlie  communities  in  Liberia  as  advancing  in 
knowledge  andprosperity,  and  as  already  animated 
with  zeal  and  enterprise  for  their  own  improvement, 
and  tlie  elevation  of  their  race. 

It  is  not  in  our  power  to  give  even,  a sketch  of  the 
various  speeches;  but  it  may  be  said  that  at  no  an 
niversary  of  the  society  has  the  cause  received  a 
nobler  impulse. 

On  motion  of  Z.  C.  Lee,  of  Baltimore,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  managers  be  accept- 
ed, and  published  in  the  African  Repository,  and  that 
fifteen  hundred  copies  be  printed  in  separate  pamphlet 
form. 

0:i  motion  of  Dr.  Reese,  of  New  York, 

Resolved,  That  the  experience  of  another  year  has 
shown  satisfactorily  to  this  society,  that,  as  in  every  great 
scheme  of  good  to  mankind,  so  in  that  of  African  colo- 
nization, designed  to  conff  r large  and  lasting  good  upon 
a whole  race  of  men,  and  upon  one  quarter  of  the  globe, 
Occasion'd  misfortunes  should  but  inllame  the  zeal  and 
increase  the  devotion  of  its  friends,  and  give  new  energy 
to  all  their  exertions. 

Henry  A.  Wise,  M.  C.,  submitted  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  cause  of  colonization  should  be 
hereafter,  as  heretofore,  (in  contrast  to  the  example  of 
ab  ilition,  the  declared  an'agonist  and  enemy  of  coloni- 
zation,) guarded  jealously  from  all  union,  association, 
or  contact  with  the  party  politics  of  the  country;  and 
that  such  union,  association,  or  contact,  in  any  form,  or 
to  anv  extent,  would  he  pollution  to  its  character  and 
death  to  its  hopes  of  doing  good  as  a cause  of  human- 
ity, civilization,  philanthropy,  and  patriotism. 

An  interesting  debate  arose  on  this  resolution,  in 
which  the  mover,  the  rev.  Dr.  Bethune,  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  rev.  Dr.  Spring,  of  New  York,  and  col. 
Stone,  of  New  York,  participated.  It  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  the  rev.  George  G.  Cookman,  of  the 
District  of  Columbia, 

Resolved,  That  tne  thanks  of  this  meeiing  be  given 
to  the  clergy  who  have  taken  up  collections  on  or  about 
the  4’h  of  July;  and  that  they  be  respectfully  invited, 
with  their  congregations,  to  continue  to  patronize  the 
cause  of  African  colonization. 

On  motion  of  col.  Slone,  of  New  York, 

Resolved,  That  since  a union  of  the  northern,  south- 
ern, and  middle  states  in  the  colonization  of  our  free 


colored  population  is  most  important  to  success,  and 
especially  so  in  its  its  influence  upon  the  destiny  of  the 
colored  race,  both  in  the  United  S:a‘es  and  in  Africa, 
such  a union  should  be  cherished  by  every  friend  of  this 
society. 

On  motion  of  James  Garland,  M.  C.,  seconded 
by  the  rev.  R.  R.  Gurley, 

Resolved,  That  while  this  society  is  an  object  of  vio- 
lent atlack  from  opposi'e  portions  of  the  Union,  and  by 
men  of  the  most  opposite  and  hostile  sentiments,  it  is 
the  duty  of  those  who  regard  it  as  safe  for  the  union, 
benevolent  towards  our  whole  colored  population,  and 
fraught  with  blessings' inestimable  to  Africa,  to  unite 
their  counsels,  their  devotions,  and  'heir  prayers,  to  give 
to  its  operations  ten-fold  energy  and  success. 

After  continuing  in  session  till  half  past  ten 
o’clock,  the  society,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan, 
adjourned,-to  meet  at  nine  o’clockjto-moirow  morn- 
ing at  the  first  Presbyterian  church. 

Wednesday,  December  12,  1838. 
The  society  met,  in  pursuance  of  adjournment, 
at  9 o’clock  A.  M.  at  the  first  Presbyterian  church. 

The  president  being  absent,  Charles  Fenton 
Mercer,  M.  C.  of  Virginia,  a vice  president,  took 
the  chair. 

On  motion  of  the  rev.  G.  Spring,  D.  D.  of  New 
York,  the  society  proceeded  to  consider  a paper  en- 
titled" “Outline  of  a New  Constitution  for  the 
American  Colonization  Society,”  which  had,  pre- 
viously to  the  present  meeting,  been  transmitted  to 
the  several  colonization  societies  auxiliary  to  the 
parent  institution. 

Mr.  Mercer  left  the  chair,  widen  was  taken  by 
general  Walter  Jones,  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
another  vice  president,  and  addressed  the  society  in 
opposition  to  the  plan.  The  discussion  was  con 
tinned  by  D.  M.  Reese,  M.D  of  New  York,  in 
support  of  the  plan;  Mr.  Mercer,  against  it;  (he 
rev.  G.  Spring,  D.  D.  of  New  York,  on  the  general 
subject  of  remodelling  the  parent  society;  rev.  R. 
R.  Gurley,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  explana- 
tion ot  the  origin  and  history  of  the  plan;  by  the 
rev.  A.  Proudfit,  D.  D.  of  New  York,  the  rev.  G. 
W.  Bethune,  D.  D.  of  Philadelphia,  and  by  IT.  A. 
Foster,  M.  C.  in  support  of  the  plan. 

On  motion  of  colonel  W.  I..  Stone,  of  New  York, 
it  was  Resolved,  That  the  whole  subject  of  amend 
merits  to  the  constitution  ol  tlie  society  be,  together 
with  tlie  proposed  “Outline,”  fkc.  referred  to  a se- 
lect committee  of  five,  with  instructions  to  report 
thereon  at  an  adjourned  meeting,  to  be  held  at  se- 
ven o’clock  this  evening. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke,  the  vote  was  reconsi- 
dered. and  it  was  resolved  that  the  committee  con- 
sist of  seven. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fendall,  Resolved,  That  the 
president  ol  this  meeting  be  one  of  the  committee, 
and  that  the  others  be  elected  viva  voce. 

Mr.  Jones.  Mr.  Meicer,  Mr.  Gurley,  Dr.  Spring, 
Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Wilkeson,  and  Mr.  Colwell, 
were  elected  to  be  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  R °se,  Resolved.  That  a com- 
mittee be  appoint'  d to  examine  into  the  treasurer’s 
accounts  for  'he  past  year. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Seaton,  Resolved,  That  the 
committee  on  the  treasurer’s  accounts  be  further 
instructed  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
board  of  managers. 

Dr.  Reese,  Mr.  Phelps,  and  Dr.  Bethune,  were 
appointed  the  commiltee. 

On  motion,  the  society  adjourned  till  7 o’clock 
this  evening. 

Wednesday,  7 o'clock  P.  M. 
The  society  met  in  pursuance  of  adjournment. 
Francis  S.  Key,  a vice  president,  took  the  chair. 
Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  the  subject 
of  amendments  to  the  constitution,  to  which  com- 
mittee was  also  referred  the  plan  entitled  "An  out- 
line of  a new  constitution  for  the  American  coloniza- 
tion society,”  reported  sundry  propositions,  based 
on  the  “outline,”  for  remodelling  the  society,  the 
time  allowed  to  the  committee  having  been  too 
short  for  the  preparation  of  a regular  report,  for- 
mally arranging  these  propositions  in  connexion 
with  the  existing  constitution  of  the  society'. 

The  question  was  taken  on  these  propositions 
seriatim,  and  they  were  respectively  carried. 

The  chair  then  announced  the  question  on  the 
adoption  of  the  whole  consititution  as  amended. 

Mr.  Fendall  moved  that,  in  order  to  afford  a ful- 
ler opportunity  for  delibeiation  on  so  imporlant  a 
subject,  and  particularly  for  an  exact  comparison 
of  the  constitution  as  amended  with  the  old  consti- 
tution, the  amendments  adopted  be  referred  back  to 
the  committee  who  reported  them,  with  instructions 
to  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting,  to  be  held  at  7 
o’clock  to  morrow  evening,  a new  constitution,  in 
proper  form,  on  the  principles  ot  said  amendments. 

Dr.  Reese  opposed  the  motion;  and,  not  being 
seconded,  it  was  withdrawn. 


The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of 
the  whole  constitution  as  amended,  and  carried  in 
the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Reese,  Resolved,  That  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of 
amending  the 'constitution,  submit,  at  an  adjourned 
meeting  to  be  field  at  10  o’clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, a lair  copy  of  the  new  constitution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  Resolved,  That  the 
new  board  of  directors  be  instructed  to  transmit  to 
each  ot  the  several  colonies  in  Africa  a copy  of  (he 
constitution  as  amended,  with  a letter  explanatory 
of  the  causes  which  led  to  its  adoption,  and  of  its 
intended  operation  on  them. 

Dr.  Reese,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  treasurer’s  accounts,  and  the  proceedings 
of  tlie  board  of  managers,  made  a report,  showing 
the  amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  past 
year,  and  the  amount  of  receipts  in  each  of  the 
three  next  preceding  years.  The  report  bore  tes- 
timony to  the  accuracy  of  the  accounts;  to  the 
faithful  performance,  bv  the  manageis  and  treasu- 
rer, of  their  duties;  and  recommended  an  inquiry 
into  the  practicability  and  expediency  of  diminish- 
ing expenses. 

Mr.  Wilkeson  stated  that  the  committee  appointed 
at  the  last  annual  meetiag,  with  the  consent  of  the 
delegates  from  I he  affiliated  auxiliary  societies  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  to  examine  into  and 
report  on  certain  unsettled  and  disputed  African  ac- 
counts existing  bet  ween  the  American  Colonization 
Society  and  the  said  two  affiliated  auxiliary  socie- 
ties, having  been  compelled  by  their  public  duties, 
as  members  of  congress,  to  separate  without  con- 
concluding  their  examination,  the  parties  had  re- 
ferred the  matters  in  controveisy  to  his  arbitrament: 
that  he  had  carefully  examined  the  same,  and  had 
made  the  awaid  announced  in  a report,  which  he 
then  subini’.ted. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  entered  on  the  jour- 
nal of  the  society. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stone,  Resolved,  That  a com- 
mittee of  five  be  appointed  to  recommend  suitable 
persons  to  constitute  the  board  of  directors  and  ex- 
ecutive officers  under  the  new  organization. 

Mr.  Mercer,  Dr.  Reese,  Dr.  Bethune,  Mr.  Gurley, 
and  Mr.  Seaton,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
Adjourned  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  10  o'clock  A.  M. 
The  society  met  in  pursuance  of  adjournment. 
Mr.  Mercer  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  Gurley,  from  the  committee  on  the  subject  of 
the  constitution,  read  the  constitution,  as  amended, 
which  is  as  follows: 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article  1st.  This  society  shall  be  called  “The 
American  society  lor  colonizing  the  free  people  of 
color  of  the  United  States.” 

2d.  The  object  to  which  its  attention  is  to  be  ex- 
clusively directed  is  to  promote  and  execute  a plan 
for  colonizing  (with  their  own  consent)  the  free 
people  of  color  residing  in  our  country,  in  Africa, 
or  such  other  place  as  congress  shall  deem  expe- 
dient. And  the  society  shall  act,  to  effect  this  ob- 
ject, in  co-operation  with  the  general  government, 
and  such  of  the  states  as  may  adopt  regulations  on 
the  subject. 

3d.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall 
have  paid  to  the  funds  of  the  society  the  sum  of  one 
dollar,  shall  be  a member  of  the  society. 

4th.  There  shall  be  a board  of  directors,  compos- 
ed of  delegates  from  the  several  state  societies,  and 
societies  for  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States.  Each  society  contribut- 
ing not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars  annually  into 
the  common  treasury  shall  be  entitled  to  two  dele- 
gates; each  society  having  under  its  care  a colony 
shall  be  entitled  to  three  delegates;  and  any  two 
or  more  societies  uniting  in  the  support  of  a colony 
composing  at  least  three  hundred  souls,  to  three 
delegates  each.  Anv  individual  contributing  one 
thousand  dollars  to  the  society  shall  be  a director 
for  life. 

5th.  The  society  and  the  board  of  directors  shall 
meet  annually  at  Washington  on  the  third  Tuesday 
in  January,  and  at  such  other  times  and  places  as 
they  shall  direct.  They  shall  have  power  to  organ- 
ize and  administer  a general  government  for  the 
several  colonies  in  Liberia;  to  provide  a uniform 
code  of  laws  for  such  colonies,  and  manage  the 
general  affairs  of  colonization  throughout  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  except  within  the  states  which  planted 
colonies.  They  shall  also  appoint  annually  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  of  five,  with  such  offierrsas  they 
may  deem  necessary,  w ho  shall  be  the  ex-officio 
members  of  the  executive  committee  and  board  of 
directors,  but  in  the  latter  ca«e  shall  have  a right 
to  speak,  but  not  to  vote.  The  said  board  of  direc- 
tors shall  designate  the  salaries  of  these  officers,  to 
adopt  such  plans  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for 
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tlie  promotion  of  tile  colonization  cause.  It  shall 
be  their  duty  to  provide  lor  the  fulfilment  of  all  ex- 
isting obligations  of  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety, and  nothing  in  the  following  article  of  these 
amendments  shall  limit  or  restiain  their  power  to 
make  such  provision  by  an  equitable  assessment 
upon  the  several  societies. 

6th.  Tlie  expenses  of  the  general  government  in 
Africa  shall  be  borne  by  the  several  associated  so- 
cieties, according  to  the  ratio  to  be  fixed  by  the 
board  of  directors. 

7th.  Every  such  society  which  has  under  its  care 
a colony,  associated  under  the  general  government, 
shall  have  the  right  to  appropriate  its  own  funds  in 
the  colonization  and  care  of  its  emigrants. 

8th.  The  board  of  directors  shall  have  the  exclu- 
sive right  to  acquire  territory  in  Africa,  to  negotiate 
treaties  with  the  native  African  tribes,  and  to  ap- 
propriate the  territory  and  define  the  limits  of  the 
colonies. 

9th.  The  president  and  vice  presidents  of  the\so- 
ciety  shall  be  elected  annually  by  the  society. 

10th.  It  shall  be  the  du  y of  the  president  (.or,  in 
his  absence,  the  vice  presidents,  according  to  se- 
niority,) to  preside  at  meetings  of  the  society,  and 
and  to  call  meetings  when  he  thinks  necessary. 

II th.  The  board  of  directors  and  the  executive 
committee  shall  have  power  to  till  up  all  vacancies 
occurring  in  their  respective  numbers  during  the 
year,  and  to  make  such  by-laws  for  their  govern- 
ment as  they  may  deem  necessary:  Prodded,  The 
saraeare  not  repugnant  to  this  constitution. 

12th.  This  constitution  may  b i modified  or  alter- 
ed, upon  a proposition  to  that  eifect  by  any  of  the 
said  societies,  transmitted  to  each  of  the  societies 
three  months  before  tne  annual  meetings  of  the  board 
ol  directors:  Provided,  Such  proposition  receive  tlie 
sanction  of  two-thirds  of  the  hoard  at  the  next  an- 
nual meeting. 

13th.  The  representatives  of  the  societies  present 
at  the  anniijil  meeting  adopting  this  constitution  shall 
have  tlie  power  to  elect  delegates  to  serve  in  the 
board  of  directors  until  others  are  appointed  by  their 
societies.  Tiie  delegates  shall  meet  immediately 
after  their  election,  organize,  and  enter  upon  their 
duties  as  a board. 

14th.  All  sums  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  Amer- 
ican colonization  society  shall  be  applied,  after  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  collection  of  the  same,  and 
a ratable  portion  of  the  subsisting  debts  of  the  so- 
ciety, to  tiie  advancement,  use,  and  benefit  of  the 
colony  of  Monrovia,  mid  the  agent  of  the  society', 
or  governor,  shall  reside  therein. 

Dr.  lleese,  from  the  reco  u nepdatory  committee 
on  the  subject  of  nominations,  made  a report;  which 
was  discussed. 

Mr.  Mercer  left  the  chair,  which  was  taken  by 
Mr.  McKennan,  of  Penn  , and  moved  to  recommit 
the  rep  o t;  which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  moved  to  amend  the  report; 
which  motion  was  also  lost. 

Tne  society  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  offi- 
cers, and  re-elected  the  present  president  and  vice 
presidents,  except  Mr.  MeKim,  of  Md.,  a deceased 
vice  president. 

The  fallowing  gentlemen  were  elected  additional 
vice  presidents,  viz: 

Tne  rev.  Di.  Laurie,  the  rev.  Dr.  Hawley,  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  the  rev.  Wm.  Winans,  of 
Mississippi;  on  motion  of  Dr.  Reese. 

Tiie  rev.  James  Boorman,  of  Hew  York;  on  mo- 
tion of  Dr.  Proudfit. 

H Miry  A.  Foster,  M.  C.  of  New  York;  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Stone. 

Dr.  John  Ker,  of  Mississippi,  and  Robert  Camp- 
bell, of  Georgia;  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gurley. 

Peter  D.  Vrooin,  of  New  Jersey;  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Bethune. 

Alexander  Reed,  of  Washington  county,  Pa.;  on 
motion  of  Mr.  McKennan. 

James  Garland,  of  Va.;  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke. 
Rev.  Tno.n.n  Morris,  bishop  of  the  Methodist 
Epi-copal  church  of  O do,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gilder. 

The  American  colonization  society,  under  the  new 
organization,  t lien  met.  Present, 

Charles  F.  Mercer,  M.  C.  from  the  Virginia  colo- 
nization society. 

Dr.  Spring,  Mr.  Phelps,  Dr.  Proudfit,  Mr.  Stone, 
and  Dr.  Reese,  from  the  New  York  city  coloniza- 
tion society. 

Dr.  Bethune,  Mr.  Buchanan,  and*Mr.  Colwell, 
from  the  Pennsylvania  colonization  society. 

R v Wm.  H.  Git  ter,  from  tlie  Young  Men’s 
society  ol  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  Ph  la- 
delphia. 

Thos.  L.  McKennan,  M.  C.  from  (he  colonization 
society  of  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania. 

M.  S’.  Clair  Clarke  and  P.  R.  Fendall,  from  the 
Washington  city  colonization  society. 

Mr.  Mercer  of  Virginia,  was  called  to  the  chair. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  directors: 


Chari,  s F Mercer  and  Janies  Garland,  from  the 
Virginia  slate  society. 

Rev.  tiardinrr  Spring,  D.  D.  Rev.  Alexander 
Proudfit,  D.  U.  and  Anson  G.  Phelps,  Irom  the  New 
York  city  colonization  society. 

George  W.  Bethune,  D.  D.  Thomas  Buchanan, 
and  Stephen  Colwell,  from  the  Pennsylvania  coloni- 
zation soci-ty. 

Walter  Jones  and  Francis  S.  Key,  from  the  Wash- 
ington city' colonization  society'. 

The  society  then  adjourned  to  nice!  again  on  the 
third  Tuesday  of  January  next. 

Thursday,  December,  13,  1S3S.  The  board  of  di- 
rectors met,  and  elected  Samuel  Wilkeson,  Wm.  W 
Seaton,  M.  St.  Clair  Clarke,  Wm  L.  Slone,  and 
Thomas  Buchanan,  as  members  of  the  executive 
committee;  Ralph  R.*Gurley.  to  be  corresponding 
secretary  ; Philip  It.  Fendall,  lo  be  recording  secre- 
tary; and  Joseph  Gales,  sen.  to  be  treasurer. 

List  of  officers  and  directors  of  the  American  Coloni- 
zation Society  for  the  ensuing  year. 

President. 

Henry  Clay,  ol  Kentucky. 

Vice  Presidents. 

1.  John  C.  Herbert,  ol  Maryland. 

2.  General  John  Mason,  ol  Virginia. 

3.  Samuel  Bayard,  of  New  Jersey. 

4.  General  John  Hartwell  Cocke,  of  Virginia. 

5.  Daniel  Webster,  ol  Massachusetts. 

6.  General  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  of  Virginia. 

7.  Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.  of  Connecticut. 

8.  Richard  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania. 

9.  Philip  E.  Thomas,  of  Maryland. 

10.  John  Codon  Smith,  of  Connecticut. 

11.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  of  New  Jersey. 

12.  Louis  McLane,  ol  Delaware. 

13.  J.  II.  McClure,  of  Kentucky. 

14  G mi.  Alexander  Macomb,  of  Dist.  Columbia. 

15.  Moses  Allen,  of  New  York. 

16.  Gen.  Walter  Jones,  of  Dist.  of  Columbia. 

17.  Francis  S.  Key,  of  Disl.  of  Columbia 

18.  Samuel  H.  Smith,  ol  Dist.  of  Columbia. 

19.  Joseph  Gales,  jr.  of  Dist.  of  Columbia. 

20.  Right  rev.  Wm.  Mease,  D.  D.  assistant  bishop 

of  Virginia. 

21.  Alexander  Porter,  of  Louisiana. 

22.  John  McDonough,  of  Louisiana. 

23.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  of  New  Jersey. 

24.  Gorge  Washington  Lafayette,  of  France. 

25.  Rev.  James  O.  Andrew,  bishop  of  Ihe  Method- 

ist Episcopal  church  for  Kentucky. 

26.  Gen.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  of  New  York. 

27.  Wilfam  Maxwell,  of  Virginia. 

28.  Rev.  Wilbur  Fisk,  D.  D.  of  Connecticut. 


TWEN  1Y  FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

THIRD  SESSION  — SENATE. 

December  17.  Petitions  and  memorials  were  pre- 
sented  by  Messrs.  Wall , Lyon,  Denton,  Wright, 
Prentiss,  'I'ipton,  Rices,  Tuhmudge,  Clay,  HJenick, 
and  Strange. 

Dir.  Denton,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  lull  graduating  the  pi  ice 
of  public  lands,  !kc.  with  instructions  to  report  its 
eflecl  upon  the  revenue  in  a financial  point  of  view, 
made  a report,  slating  in  substance  that  — 

They  had  applied  to  the  treasury  department  for 
information  as  to  the  probable  financial  eileci  of  the 
hill  lor  reducing  and  graduating  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  and  had  been  told  that  the  tendency  of 
tiiis  b II  lor  several  yeais  would  b • materially  to  in- 
crease the  revenue  from  the  public  lands,  ju  which 
opinion  the  committee  concurred.  • They  further 
stated  that,  according  to  estimates  ol  the  dt-pait- 
inent,  the  operation  ol  the  so  called  compromise  act 
outlie  tariff  would  reduce  Ihe  revenue  tiom  customs 
by  Ihe  year  1S42,  when  it  would  have  arrived  at  its 
minimum  etlect,  lo  ten  or  twelve  millions,  and  it 
would  he  therefore  very  desirable  that  the  income 
from  the  public  lauds  should  be  large  in  on  hr  to  meet 
Ihe  deficiency.  Tiie  report  also  exhibit!  d va- 
•’ious  statistical  accounts  and  estimates,  especially 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  these  nosilions. 
Tlie  report  concluded  with  an  earnest  recommenda- 
tion of  the  passage  of  the  bill  as  eminently  bencfical 
to  the  treasury,  and  coming  at  this  time  most  sea- 
sonaoty  to  its  aid;  and  also  a£  being  im'ir.  c ly  ad- 
vantageous in  a high  degree,  by  bringing  under  im- 
mediate cultivation  many  acres  w Inch  now  lie  waste, 
and  subjecting  them  to  taxation  as  private  properly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  it  was  okIht- d that 
10,000  extra  copies  be  printed  lor  the  use  of  the 
senate. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  relating  to  copyrights 
was  read  twice,  ami  referred,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.,  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 
Mr.  Benton  introduced  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  state  report  to  the 
senate,  at  the  commencement  of  i lie  next  session  of 
congress,  the  nature  and  exient  of  tile  privileges  and 
restrictions  on  the  commerce,  intercourse,  and'diavimi- 
tion  of  the  United  States  with  all  foreign  no  io  u sous 
io show  how  far  tlie  commerce  and  naviga  inn  it'  ihis 
republic  are  favored  and  encouraged  or  burdened  and 
restricted  in  different  countries. 

Also,  that  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  be  re- 
quested  lo  communicate  the  corre-pondencc  of  com. 
Porter  in  relation  to  the  commerce  with  the  Turkish 
dominions  n.d  the  Paslialic  of  Egypt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  ol  Alabama, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  he 
ins, ruc'etl  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  by  law  tortile  discontinuance  of" the  office  of 
surveyor  general  in  the  several  states  embracing  the 
public  lands,  as  soon  as  the  surveys,  plats,  &.e.  can  be 
completed;  and,  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
abolishing  land  districts  in  which  ihe  public  lands  have 
been  sold,  or  in  which  the  sales  have  become  inade- 
quate to  defray  tlie  expenses  of  the  public  officers 
therein,  or  to  annex  such  districts  to  others  neces-ary 

0 be  continued.  J 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 

to  postpone,  liil  the  further  order  of  congress,  the 
payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposites 
with  the  states  under  the  deposile  act  of  1836. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clay, 

01  Kenlucky,  to  limit  the  postponement  lo  the  1st 
of  January,  1S40,  in  order  (hat  (lie  act  might  not 
be^ wholly  destroyed,  as  was  now  proposed  by  the 

Mr.  Preston  said  lie  almost  regretted  that  Ihe 


29.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio. 

39.  Walter  Lowvie.  of  Pennsylvania. 

31.  Jacob  Burnet,  of  Ohio. 

32.  Joshua  Darling,  ol'N  w Hampshire. 

33.  Samuel  Prentiss,  of  Ve  inont. 

34.  Stephen  Duncan,  M.  D.  of  Mississippi. 

35.  Wm.  C.  Rives,  of  Virginia. 

36  Win.  L.  Marcy,  of  New  York. 

37.  Nicholas  Brown,  of  Rhode  Island. 

33.  Re  v.  James  Laurie,  D.  D . of  Dist.  of  Columbia. 

39.  Rev.  William  Hawley,  ol  Dist.  of  Columbia. 

40.  Rev.  William  Winans,  of  Mississippi. 

41.  .Rev.  James  Boorman,  of  New  York. 

42.  Henry  A.  Foster,  of  New  York. 

43.  John  Ker,  M.  D.  of  Mississippi. 

44.  Robert  Campbell,  of  Georgia. 

45.  Peter  D.  Vroom,  of  New  Jersey. 

46.  Alexander  Reed,  ol  Pennsylvania. 

47.  James  Garland,  of  Virginia. 

48.  Rev  Thomas  Morris,  bishop  of  the  Methodist  | question  on  the  bill  had  been  postponed,  as  he  now 


Episcopal  Church,  Ohio 

Board  of  Directors. 

1.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  of  Virginia. 

2.  James  Garland,  of  Virginia. 

3.  Rev.  Gardiner  Spring.  D.  D.  of  New  York. 

4.  Rev.  Alexander  Proudfit,  D.  D.  of  New  York. 

5.  Anson  G.  Phelps,  of  New  York. 

6.  George  W.  Bethune,  D.  D.  of  Pennsylvania. 

7.  Thomas  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania. 

8.  Stephen  Colwell,  of  Pennsylvania. 

9.  Walter  Jones,  of  District  of  Columbia. 

10.  Francis  S.  Key,  of  District  of  Columbia. 

11.  Thomas  Corwin,  of  Ohio. 

12.  Samson  Mason,  of  Ohio 

13.  John  B.  Aycrigg,  of  New  Jersey. 

14.  William  H listed,  of  New  Jersey. 

Executive  Committee. 

1.  Samuel  Wilkeson. 

2.  William  W.  Seaton 

3.  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke. 

4.  William  L,  Slone. 

5.  Thomas  Buchanan. 

6.  Joseph  Gales,  sen.  Treasurer. 

7.  Ralph  R.  Gurley,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

8.  Philip  R.  Fendall,  Recording  Secretary. 


I had  realty  very  little  or  nothing  to  say  upon  it.  He 
would  stale,  however,  that  he"  had  "two  objects  in 
asking  that  the  question  might  he  postponed  till  to- 
day, one  of  which  was  to  prevent  any  misapprehen- 
sion ol  his  position  in  regard  toil.  He  had  approved 
ol  the  act  of  1836  most  heartilv  as  an  act  oi  d nosite 
of  the  surplus  with  the  st'tes;  but  if  lie  had 
viewed  it  as  a distribution  art,  lie  would  have  hesi- 
tated much  more  in  giaing  it  his  support,  or  rather 
he  would  have  urged  it  with  much  l-ss  zeal  than  lie 
did  on  that  occasion;  lor  although  lie  was  aware 
that  there  would  be  a surplus,  ol  which  it  might  be 
desirable  to  get  clear  at  all  hazards,  yet  lie  would 
have  acted  with  more  hesitation  it  lie  had  consider- 
ed the  act  as  one  of  distribution;  and  what  he  had 
said  when  Ihis  bill  was  up  before,  related  to  the  act 
of  1836  when  regarded  as  a distribution  act.  to  get 
rid  of  ihe  surplus  revenue,  and  not  to  place  it  in  a 
position  from  which  it  might  be  recall'd  when  it 
might  he  wanted.  The  reason  why  Mr  P.  was 
disposed  in  any  way  fo  make  a post  facto  coinlem- 
nntion  of  that  act  was,  that  the  senate  had  already 
condemned  it  as  a deposile  act,  for  when  in  a great 
exigency  of  the  government  Mr.  P.  hail  proposed  to 
I recall  the  money,  he  found  uo  one  to  second  him. 
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and  the  senate  almost  unanimously  decided  that  it 
should  not  then  be  recalled. 

It  had  been  said  by  the  senator  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Rives)  that  the  proper  exigency  for  recalling 
this  money  hid  not  yet  occurred;  because,  if  it  had 
been  recalled  in  the  depressed  and  calamitous  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  which  existed  at  the 
time  when  Mr.  A proposed  it,  it  would  have  been 
injurious  to  the  states  and  t'he  people;  but,  said  the 
gentlemen,  in  case  of  war,  especially  a European 
war,  it  would  then  be  fit  and  proper  to  recall  it.  But 
if  it  would  have  been  injurious  to  recall  it  in  a time 
of'profonnd  peace,  and  when  the  main  resources  of 
the  people  were  not  embarrassed,  how  much  greater 
would  be  the  injury  of  recalling  it  under  all  the 
calamities  and  embarrassments  of  war,  when  every 
resource  would  be  either  shut  up  or  embarrassed? 
Would  the  gentleman  call  for  it  then? 

The  truth  was  this:  At  the  period  when  Mr.  P. 
proposed  to  recall  this  money,  the  country  was 
otherwise  under  the  necessity  of  creating  a national 
debt,  wnich  Mr.  P.  regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest 
of  all  calamities;  and  to  avoid  that,. and  to  prevent 
enhancing  the  duties  and  other  revenues  of  the 
country,  and  at  a time,  too,  when  the  states  might 
readily  have  used  their  credit  to  meet  the  demand 
for  this  money,  congress,  at  the  last  session,  refused 
to  call  for  it,  and  created  a national  debt,  which 
actually  existed  at  this  time,  it  was  true  this  debt 
was  in  itself  but  a small  affair;  but,  by  the  manner 
of  incurring  it,  the  principle  was  established  that 
congress  would  incur  a national  debt,  and  pay  the 
interest  upon  it,  rather  than  this  money  should  be 
recalled  from  the  states.  It  had  been  one  of  Mr.  P.’s 
objects,  in  supporting  tint  act,  to  arouse  the  stales, 
and  obtain  their  intervention  to  correct  evils  pre- 
cisely analogous  to  this.  But  this  hoped  effect  had 
not  been  realized.  Congress,  on  the  contrary,  had 
taken  the  very  opposite  course  of  extravagance,  and 
had  already  commenced  a debt,  by  the  extension  of 
which  this  course  of  prodigality  might  be  maintain- 
ed; and  it  was  obvious  now  that  congress  were  timid 
in  regard  to  recalling  this  money,  feeling  themselves 
under  restraints  which  made  them  cautions.  Some 
gentlemen  had,  from  the  first,  regarded  it  as  a gift  to 
ttie  states;  and  others,  who  once  viewed  it  differently, 
were  now  willing  that  it  should  be  so.  Mr.  P. 
thought,  therefore,  it  was  an  evil  policy,  and  calcu- 
lated to  cause  a delusion  in  the  community,  to  con- 
tinue this  act  any  longeron  the  statute  books,  since 
it  was  now  intended  that  it  never  should  be  executed. 
It  had  been  supposed  that,  in  case  of  war,  this  money 
wouid  be  called  for.  But  the  difficulties  of  doing  so 
would  be  immense.  Mr.  P.  was  utterly  against  these 
delusions.  Tne  act  had  performed  a very  important 
lunction;  it  hail  relieved  the  country  of  an  over- 
whelming surplus;  but  it  had  done  nothing  more,  nor 
would  it,  unless,  as  had  been  suggested,  it  possibly 
might  in  a time  ot  war. 

Mr.  P.  did  not  therefore  reprobate  the  act;  he  only 
said  it  would  be  vain  to  hold  out  any  delusive  pros- 
pect to  the  states  (hat  this  instalment  would  ever  he 
paid,  and  the  sooner  this  matter  should  be  tlefiiil live- 
ly set'led  the  better. 

The  senator  from  North  Carolina  had  made  some 
remarks  to  which  Mr.  P.  did  not  feel  very  specially 
called  on  to  leply.  But  that  senator  had  reiterated 
here  the  doctrine  that  the  minority  were  responsible 
for  th  : deeds  of  the  government,  and  that  on  their 
shoulders  rested  all  the  reproach  of  the  government 
having  done  or  not  done  this,  that,  ami  the  other. 
But  liovv  preposterous  was  such  a principle!  What! 
wilh  the  power  which  ihey  held  here,  were  they  re- 
sponsible for  l he  acts  of  the  administration?  Would 
gentlemen  turn  round  and  reproach  them  for  voting 
for  measures,  when  those  measures  were  concocted 
by  the  department?  Would  he  hold  that  a small  mi- 
nority were  responsible  for  those  measures?  Nay, 
more;  he  not  only  held  them  responsible  for  the  active, 
part  which  they  might  take  as  a minority,  but  he 
held  them -responsible  both  for  carrying  and  for  not 
carrying  the  approved  measures  of  the  administra- 
tion, for  if  the  administration  failed  to  pass  their 
measures,  tiv  responsibility  of  thm  whole  failure  was 
thrown  on  the  minority.  It  the  measure  was  bad, 
and  carried  into  effect,  the  minority  were  made  re- 
sponsible; and  if  it  were  good,  and  failed  to  be  car- 
ried, they  were  also  responsible  for  the  failure.  Thus 
the  whole  responsibility  of  the  executive  and  the 
majority,  whenever  it  was  convenient,  was  thrown 
upon  the  minority- 

But  Mr.  P.  maintained  that  the  true  doctrine  bf 
responsibilty  was  precisely  the  reverse,  and  that  in 
general  the  majority  we#re  the  responsible  party.  II 
prodigality  prevailed,  they  were  accountable  for  it. 
The  jfjt4l),0!)0,000  of  the  last  year  were  to  be  sej 
du.vri  to  the  account  of  the  administration  and  the 
majority,  not  because  individuals  in  the  minority 
might  not,  on  some  occasions,  vote  lor  those  mea- 
sures which  were  founded  on  the  estimates  of  Ihe 
departments,  but  because,  when  the  administration 


or  the  majority  were  disposed  to  go  in  any  direc- 1 
tion,  they  held  the  means  of  success  in  their  own 
hands,  and  the  minority  could  not  succeed  in  op- 
posing them.  Mr.  P.  therefore  objected  wholly  to 
throwing  this  responsibility  on  the  minority. 

In  relation  to  the  charges  of  the  senator  in  regard 
to  Mr.  P.’s  prodigality,  he  sTi  1 it  was  well  known 
that  he  was  one  of  the  very  strictest  in  maintaining 
the  necessity  and  propriety  of  economy  in  the  go- 
vernment. He  had  indeed  voted  for  small  sums,  to 
satisfy  tile  just  claims  of  private  individuals,  and  lie 
would  do  so,  even  if  it  were  necessary  by  doing  it 
to  incur  a national  debt.  He  would  never,  in  any 
case,  refuse  the  payment  of  an  honest  debt.  Nor 
had  he  ever  proposed  or  approved  a niggard  and 
fallacious  economy,  which  would  defeat  its  own 
ends.  He  was  willing  that  the  appropriations 
should  reach  twelve  or  fifteen  millions,  which 
were  considered  on  all  sides  to  be  necessary.  But, 
instead  of  this,  congress  had  came  together,  from 
all  quarters,  at  the  last  session,  exclaiming,  with 
one  voicp,  against  the  extravagance  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  were  to  cut  it  down  by  common 
consent,  and  they  finally  adjourned,  with  appro- 
priations to  the  amount  of  $40,001), 00.0,  and  had 
borrowed  money  to  carry  this  prodigality  into  effect. 

Mr.  P.  had  at  a former  session  proposed  to  ap- 
propriate $500,000  for  certain  books  and  pictures. 
But  the  books  he  thought  very  cheap,  and  he  deem- 
ed it  economical  to  get  them,  for  it  was  a fact  that 
the  books  now  in  the  library  of  congress  had  cost 
the  average  of  three  dollars  per  volume.  This  li- 
brary in  Italy,  Mr.  P.  said,  would  bave  been  a no- 
ble monument;  and  would  have  filled  upthe  library  of 
congress,  and  thus  indirectly  have  propagated  a spirit 
ot  learning  through  the  country,  and  the  people  oi  the 
country  would  here  have  obtained  an  amount  and 
variety  of  information  which  they  could  not  get  in 
| all  the  libraries  of  the  country  put  together.  Mr. 

| P.  hat]  often  felt,  and  he  was  sure  other  members 
had  felt,  that  there  was  now  a great  deficiency  of 
the  means  of  information  here  necessary  to  correct 
and  enlighted  legislation.  Besides,  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  purchase  these  books  on  his  ovvn  judgment, 
but  that  ae  appropriate  committee  should  examine 
the  subject,  anti  act  accordingly.  Mr.  P.  thought 
such  works  would  be  preferable,  as  an  ornament  to 
tlie  halls  of  congress,  to  the  gold  and  tinsel  which 
were  no»v  exhibited.  It  was  a sort  of  extrava- 
gance, it  it  could  be  so  called,  with  which  he  was 
willing  to  be  charged,  and,  with  all  suitable  appro- 
priations to  the  army,  navy,  and  other  necessary  in- 
stitutio/is,  would  redound  to  the  honor  and  glory  of 
the  country.  But  he  was  unwilling  to  encourage 
extravagant  expenditures  by  harbors,  light  bouses, 
useless  fortifications,  and  by  sub-treasurers,  who 
were  to  walk  off  with  a large  portion  of  the  revenue. 
When  the  senator  from  North  Carolina  and  his 
I fiends  should  act  according  to  these  principles,  Mr. 
P.  would  be  found  with  them. 

Mr.  Brown  responded  briefly  to  Mr.  Preston.  He 
said  It  is  remarks  charging  members  of  the  opposi- 
tion with  extravagance  were  designed  chiefly  to  re- 
pel tlie  charge  that  lor  the  whole  extravagance  of 
tlie  government  the  administration  and  the  majority 
were  responsible,  whereas  Mr.  B.  held  that  tlie  op- 
position were  in  part  answerable.  It  was  true  that 
estimates  had  been  obtained  from  the  departments, 
on  which  congress  appropriations  were  founded;  but, 
for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  (lie  appropriations 
had  exceeded  those  estimates  annually  by  some  eight 
or  ten  millions;  arid  Mr.  B.  still  maintained  what  he 
said  before,  that,  two-thirds  of  the  extravagant  ap- 
propriations, for  (he  last  eight  or  nine  years,  had 
been  voted  for  by  members  of  the  opposition. 

Mr.  B.  insisted  that  congress  had  not  the  power  to 
appropriate  a dollar  for  pictures.  He  argued  that 
the  ^lib-treasurers  who  had  lately  run  off'  with  the 
public  money  would  not  and  con  id  not  have  done  so 
under  the  genuine  sub-treasury,  because  their  books 
and  vaults  would  have  been  subject  to  constant  in- 
spection. But  these  defaulters  had  escaped  under 
the  stat^bank  deposite  system,  anti  the  banking  sys 
tern  was  therefore  responsible  for  all  these  losses,  be 
cause  they  had  enabled  the  government  officers  to 
perpetrate  these  frauds. 

The  vote  was  now  taken  on  Mr.  Clay’s  amend- 
ment to  limit  the  postponement  of  the  instalment 
to  the  1st  of  January,  1S40,  and  it  was  lost  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  Merrick, 
Prentiss,  Rives,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Ind., 
Spence,  Swiff,  Taiitnadge,  Tipton — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alien,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Clay,  of  Ala.,  Fullon,  Iluhbard,  King,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norveil,  Pierce, 
Preston,  Roane,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Strange, 
Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  of  Me.,  Williams,  of  Miss., 
Wright,  Young — 26-  -j 


The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  without  a division. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  completion 
of  the  Cumberland  road,  in  the  stales  of  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  &c.  was  made  the  special  order  i'or  Wednes- 
day next. 

The  bill  appropriating  moneys  for  ihe  completion 
of  certain  roads  commenced  by  the  United  States  in 
Michigan  was  advocated  and  explained  by  Mr. 
Lyon,  and  the  question  of  its  engrossment  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  when  there  appeared  16  ayes  and  16 
noes.  The  Chair  voting  in  tlie  negative,  the  motion 
was  lost. 

Mr.  Morris  gave  notice  that,  on  to-morrow,  he 
would  move  for  a reconsideration  of  this  vote. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  foreign 
coin  and  tor  the  punishment  thereof,  and  ihe  bill 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  tlie  United  States,  together 
with  a few1  private  bills,  were  severally  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and,  after  a short  executive  session, 
the  senate  adjourned. 

December  18  Petitions  and  memorials  were  pre- 
sented by  Messrs.  Clayton,  Roane.  Tipton,  and  Fulton. 

Mr  Buchanan'  presented  a petition  from  professor 
John  P.  Espy,  oi'  Philadelphia,  stating  that  he  had 
discovered  the  means  of  making  it  rain  in  tracts  of 
country,  and  proposing  to  make  the  experiment  at 
Ins  own  expense,  provided,  if  lie  succeeded,  that  con- 
gress would  give  him  a premium  el'so  much  for  five 
miles,  and  at  a like  ratio  for  any  g1  eater  extent  of 
service.  The  petitioner  professed  still  higher  powers, 
viz.:  to  raise,  at  it  is  pleasure,  the  Ohio  river. 

Mr.  B.  bore  testimony  to  tlie  respectability  and 
attainments  of  this  gentleman,  but  admitted  ttiat  he 
had  not  full  faith  in  his  powers. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  that  tlie  petitioner  have  leave 
to  withdraw  his  papers. 

Mr.  Buchanan  moved  its  reference  to  tlie  commit- 
tee on  agriculture. 

Mr.  Crittenden  expressed  bis  alarm  at  file  sugges- 
tion that  the  Ohio  river  was  to  be  put  under  tlie. care 
ol'an  individual  with  such  extraordinary  powers;  be- 
cause, if  lie  succeeded,  he  might  in  a fit  of  misan- 
throphy,  involve  ns'  all  in  eternal  clouds,  and  even 
bring  on  another  flood  to  desolate  the.  earth!  Unless 
the  petitioner  could  show  that  lie  could  also  remedy 
those  evils,  and  manufacture  sunshine  as  well  as 
rain,  Mr.  C.  would  rather  not  go  on  with  these  haz- 
ardous experiments. 

Mr.  Niles  was  also  opposed  to  them;  for.  said  he, 
he  who  could  create  could  also  destroy,  and  we.  might 
be  involved  in  general  desti  action.  If,  however,  the 
memorial  should  be  sent  to  any  committee,  it  ought 
to  go  to  that  on  finance,  for  he  considered  it  part  and 
parcel  of  Ihe  paper  system. 

The  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wright  from  tlie  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported back  tile  house  bdl  making  part  ai  appropria 
tions  for  the  years  1838-9,  [viz:  the  bdl  to. pay  the 
compensation  and  mileage  ol  Ihe  members,  and  the 
contingent  expenses  of  congress.] 

Mr.  Wall  moved  to  amend  it  by  inserting  at  the 
end  of  the  bill,  “and  for  Ihe  revolutionary  pensions, 
under  the  act  of  the  Till  July,  1833,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  filly  thousand  dr  liars.” 

On  this  proposition  a debate  arose,  which  ran 
through  the  day,  wherein  the  whole  pension  system 
was  reviewed;  but  the  principal  ground  of  opposition 
was  the  incongruity  of  appending  it  to  a bid  ol  this 
character.  Messrs.  Wall,  Wright,  Benton,  Calhoun, 
Davis.  Buchanan,  Morris,  Crittenden,  Strange, Fierce, 
and'  Allen,  took  part  in  the  discussion,  in  tlie  course 
of  which 

Mr.  Crittenden  moved  to  amend  tlie  amendmetff  by 
inserting, ‘‘and  provided,  further,  that  tlie  act  ol  July 
7,  1338,  be  repealed  alter  the  3d  of  March,  1S39.” 

Tlie  senate  adjourned  without  taking  the  ques 
tion. 

December  19.  Tlie  hon.  R.  M.  Johnson,  vice 
president  of  t he  United  Stales,  appeared  to-day  and 
took  tlie  chair. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Lumpkin,  Wright,  Merrick , Preston,  and 
Rives. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-mor. 
row  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  abolishment 
of  imprisonment  I'or  debt  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Tiptpn,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
reported  the*bill  without  amendment,  to  establish 
an  Indian  territory  west  of  Missouri  am!  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Young,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals, reported  the  bill  to  grant  to  the  state  ot  Illi- 
nois the  right  of  w ay  through  the  public  lands,  wilh 
an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Rives,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs 
reported,  without  amendment,  tlie  bill  to  regulate 
the  pay  of  masters  in  Ihe  navy. 

Also,  a bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  fifth  section 
of  the  act  of  1834  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
Dinted  States  marine  corps. 
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i\lr.  Cluj,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  reported  the  bill  relinquishing  to  the 
state  of  Alabama  the  two  per  cent,  fund  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a bill  authorizing  the  president  to  sell  certain  lead 
mines  in  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa. 

Mr.  Buchanan  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  asked  tor  its  consideration  at  this  time: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
the  construction  of  one  or  more  steam-vessels  of  war, 
to  be  employed  in  the  naval  service. 

Mr.  Id.  explained  as  a reason  lor  the  introduction 
of  this  resolution  the  fact,  that  it  was a^ubject  which 
now  occupied  attention  both  in  France  and  Eng- 
land, where,  it  was  thought,  this  class  of  vessels 
would  sup-rsede  all  others  in  naval  warfare.  II 
this  position  should  prove  correct,  our  country 
would  be  placed  in  a perilous  condition  in  case  of  a 
war  with  either  of  those  nations,  and  therefore,  he 
wished  to  direct  public  attention  to  the  subject  in 
time. 

Mr.  Benlon  remarked  that  the  subject  was  not 
new  in  our  legislation,  lor  it  had  elicited  two  re- 
ports from  the  military  committee  of  the  senate  and 
more  than  one  recommendation  from  the  war  de- 
partment. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  aware  of  that,  b(ut  those  re- 
ports had  reference  only  to  the  coast  defence.  The 
question  was  not  that  which  related  to  steam  batte- 
ries on  shore,  but  to  steam  vessels  of  war  to  move 
abroad  and  act  upon  the  ocean,  and  on  that  point 
the  navy  department  and  the  navy  committee  had 
so  far  been  silent.  In  England  it  was  no  longer  a 
subj  -ct  of  inquiry  and  experiment,  but  they  were 
actually  training  their  officers  to  the  management 
of  steam  vessels  of  war. 

Mr.  Davis  concurred  in  all  Mr.  Buchanan  said  of 
the  importance  of  this  inquiry,  and  hoped  the  com- 
mittee would  go  fully  into  its  investigation. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  nein.  diss. 

Mr.  Rives  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  on  the  table  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  commu- 
nicate to  the  senate,  at  as  early  a day  as  practicable,  the 
information  called  for  under  the  following  heads  of 
inquiry: 

1.  The  period  at  which  the  third  bond  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  sold  to  that  institution,  amounting 
to  §2,251,871  33,  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  trea- 
surer on  the  books  of  the  bank;  the  terms  on  which  it 
was  neuociated,  the  person  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
bank,  with  whom  the  negotiation  was  made,  the 
particulars  of  any  understanding  or  agreement  that 
the  proceeds  of  the  same  should  be  left  on  deposite 
with  the  said  bank  until  wanted  in  the  ordi- 
nary disbursements  of  the  government;  and  what  un- 
derstandingorarrangement,  if  any,  has  taken  place  re- 
specting the  benefit  which  might  accrue  to  the  bank  in 
the  transfer  of  money  it  should  make  to  distant  places 
on  account  of  the  government. 

2.  The  period  when  the  sum  of  ©1,630,000,  in  part 
ayment  of  the  second  bond  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
tates,  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  by  that 

bank;  and  the  nature  of  the  agreement  or  understand- 
ing had  in  reference  to  the  payment  of  a part  of  said 
bond  before,  and  of  another  part  af'er,  it  became  due. 

3.  Whether  any  sum  or  sums  of  the  public  money 
have  been  deposited  i.i  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
other  than  those  derived  from  payment  or  sale  of  its 
bonds;  if  so,  the  amount  and  date  of  each  deposite, 
and  by  whom  and  by  whose  authority  and  direction 
they  were  made. 

4.  Tne  aggregate  balance  standing  weekly  to  the 
credit  of  the  treasurer  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
its  branches  or  agencies;  whether  subject  to  draft  or 
not;  as  well  as  the  weekly  aggregate  balance  in  the 
treasury  from  the  time  the  first  deposite  was  made  in 
the  said  bank  of  moneys  arising  from  the  payment  or 
•ale  of  its  bonds  up  to  the  present  period. 

5.  A list  of  all  the  branches  or  agencies  of  the  said 
Bank  of  the  Halted  States  on  which  the  treasury  de- 
partment has  drawn  drafts;  the  amount  of  public  moneys 
directed  to  be  placed  at  each,  and  of  the  drafts  severally 
draw  i on  them,  and  the  rates  of  exchange  between 
Philadelphia  and  each  of  the  places  to  which  sums 
were  ordered  to  be  transferred. 

6.  The  amount,  so  far  as  it  can  be  conveniently  as- 
certained, that  has  been  drawn  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  its  branches  or  agencies,  in  notes  of  said 
bank,  for  paying  Indian  annuities,  or  other  claims  of 
the  Indians  on  the  government,  or  for  defraying  the 
expenses  attending  the  removal  of  the  Indian-:  and  in 
general  the  nature  of  the  “arrangements,”  if  any, 
“made  for  the  more  distant  public  disbursements  in  the 
notes  of  the  bank,”  together  with  all  the  correspond- 
ence, agreements,  and  instructions,  given  or  entered 
into,  connected  with  any  or  all  the  heads  of  inquiry 
above  stated. 

Also,  that  he  communicate  the  nature  of  the  ar- 
rangements made  with  him  by  those  banks  in  which, 
according  to  his  report  of  the  3d  instant,  p rtions  of  the 
public  moneys  have  been  “placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
treasurer  on  special  deposites,’’  the  kinds  of  money  in 
which  the  said  “special  deposites”  were  made,  whether 
the  same  were  entered  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  whe- 


ther the  identical  moneys  deposited  have  continued  to 
be  held  by  die  banks,  whether  the  drafts  of  the  treasury 
department  that  have  been  drawn  on  those  deposites 
have  been  paid  in  the  specific  moneys  deposited,  and 
whether  the  balances  remaining  are  part  and  parcel  of 
the  very  moneys  originally  deposited. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  senate  general  statements  in  re- 
lation to  the  sah  duties,  the  importation  of  foreign  salt, 
and  die  use  of  foreign  salt  free  of  duty  in  the  fisheries 
of  the  United  States;  and,  also,  in  the  beef  and  pork 
trade:,  showing,  1st.  The  quantity  of  salt  annually  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  since  17dJ.  and  the  places 
whence  imported,, with  the  total  value  thereof  from  each 
place,  and  the  average  original  cost  thereof  per  bushel, 
and  the  average  market  price  in  New  York.  2,1.  The 
annual- amount  of  drawback  of  duties  paid  on  salt,  and 
in  curitig  fish,  beef,  and  pork  for  export,  and  of  boun- 
ties and  allowances  on  ffdiing  vessels  in  lieu  of  a draw- 
back of  the  salt  duty,  and  as  a commutation  and  equi- 
valent therefor,  so  as  to  show  the  annual  amount  of  the 
salt  tax  refunded  or  commuted  to  the  owners  of  fish  ex- 
ported; and,  also,  the  amount  of  the  tax  refunded  to 
the  exporters  of  beef  and  pork,  so  Eng  as  beef  and  pork 
enjoyed  that  benefit.  3d.  The  same  amount  computed 
in  bushels  of  salt,  so  as  to  show  the  annual  quantity  of 
salt  free  of  duty  which  has  been  used  and  allowed  for 
in  the  fisheries  to  the  present  time;  and,  also,  in  the 
beef  and  pork  trade,  so  long  as  exported  beef  and  pork 
are  entitled  to  a drawback  of  salt  duty. 

Also,  that  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a minister  resident  at  Constantinople 
instead  of  a charge  d’affaires. 

Also,  that  the  committee  on  commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  a salary  in 
addition  to  fees  to  the  United  States  consul  at  the  same 
place. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  the  third 
time  and  passed:  For  the  relief  of  Win.  East;  1o 
prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  foreign  coin;  to  amend 
the  act  to  punish  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States;  confirming  the  sales  of  certain  reservations; 
granting  to  the  county  of  Kalamazoo,  in  Michigan, 
the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a certain  quarter  sec- 
tion; for  the  relief  of  John  Newton  and  Jean  B. 
Valle;  to  require  the  holding  of  a court  at  Jackson, 
in  Tennessee;  to  postpone  the  further  payment  of 
the  fourth  instalment  to  the  states. 

Several  private  bills  were  advanced  a stage,  and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

December  20.  Petitions  and  memorials  were  pre- 
sented by  Messrs.  Roane,  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
Wright,  Calhoun,  and  Prentiss. 

A number  of  private  bills  were  reported. 

Mr.  Rives  brought  in  the  bill  to  establish  and  re- 
gulate the  navy  rations,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Brown  introduced  a bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  establishing  branches  of  the  mint. 

Mr.  Morris,  on  the  ground,  as  he  stated,  of  a con- 
stitutional objection  to  the  bill,  moved  to  reconsi- 
der the  vote  of  yesterday  on'tlie  passage  of  the  bill 
to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  foreign  coins,  and 
to  provide  for  the  punishment  thereof,  which,  after 
a tew  remarks  from  Mr.  Strange  in  support  of  the 
motion,  was  acquiesced  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  I ml. 

Resolved,  That  tne  committee  on  commerce  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  t he  act  of  the  7ih 
July,  1833,  “To  provide  for  the  better  security  of  the 
lives  of  passengers  on  board  vessels  propelled  in  whole 
or  in  part  by  steam,”  as  to  provide  that  every  captain, 
engineer,  pilot,  or  other  person  employed  in  navigating 
any  steamboat  or  vessel  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  steam,  who  shall  wilfully  increase  and  confine  die 
steam  of  such  boat  or  vessel  with  intent  to  propel  her 
at  a speed  greater  than  her  ordinary  speed,  on  any  pre- 
text whatever,  or  who  shall  wilfully  run  such  boat  or 
vessel  at  a speed  greater  than  her  ordinary  speed 
against  or  with  any  other  boat  or  vessel,  at  a trial  of 
speed,  although  no  explosion  or  loss  of  life  shall  occur 
thereby,  shall  be  guilty  of  a high  misdemeanor,  and,  on 
conviction,  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  five 
thousand  dollars.  And,  also,  that  said  committee  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  requiring  a printed  copy  of 
tbe  above  entitled  act,  and  the  amendments  that  may- 
be made  (hereto,  to  be  kept  at  all  times  in  a public  pari 
of  the  cabin  of  such  boat  or  vessel,  for  the  inpeclion  of 
the  passengers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  senate 
copies  of  all  the  orders  and  ins’ructions  issued  from 
Washington  city  by  heads  of  departments,  heads  of 
bureaus,  and  the  postmaster  general,  relative  to  the 
kind  of  monev  and  hank  notes  which  might  be  paid  out 
on  account  of  the  United  States  or  the  post  office  de- 
partment since  the  14th  day  of  April,  1314,  when  con- 
gress, by  law,  forbid  any  bank  note  to  be  “offered”  in 
payment  on  public  account,  in  any  case  whatever,  ex- 
cept of  the  character  and  description  defined.  Also, 
that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  communicate  to  the 
senate,  afier  the  mint  returns  of  the  present  year  arc  re- 
ceived, statements  showing,  1st.  The  amount  of  im- 
ports and  exporrs  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion 
since  the  passage  of  the  act  for  correcting  the  standard 
of  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States,  and  for  admitting 


die  silver  coin  of  Mexico  and  other  countries  to  legal 
circulation  within  the  United  Stales,  passed  June,  1834. 
2d.  The  amount  of  gold  coined  at  the  mint  and  its 
branches  since  die  gold  bill  of  1834  took  effect,  distin- 
guishing the  bullion  from  which  the  same  was  coined, 
so  as  to  show  how  much  foreign  gold,  how  much  from 
United  States  coins  of  t he  former  standard,  and  how 
much  from  gold  of  the  United  States  mines.  3 1.  The 
annual  average  amount  of  the  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States  in  circulation  during  the  existence  of 
said  bank. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noroell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  die  expediency  of  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  improvement  of  the  harbors  of 
Brest,  Port  Sheldon,  and  New  Buffalo,  in  die  stale  of 
Michigan;  and  also  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  construction  of  a pier  and  beacon 
light  at  Mackinaw,  for  the  removal  of  a bar  in  Lake 
George,  in  the  straits  of  St.  Mary’s,  and  for  the  re- 
moval of  obstructions  to  navigation  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  St.  Glair,  in  that  state. 

The  senate  resinned  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solution submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Rices,  and  a 
protiacted  and  interesting  debate  in  which  Messrs. 
Rives,  Wright,  Niles,  Crittenden,  and  Calhoun,  par- 
ticipated, it  was  adopted,  and  then 

Tiie  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  December  14.  [Sketch  of  the  debate  on 
the  point  of  order  whether,  under  the  resolution 
ordering  all  petitions  on  the  subject  of  abolition  on 
the  table,  a member  can  object  to  their  reception  on 
presentation] 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  rnse  to  present 
sundry  pet i t ions  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  slave  trade, 
&c. 

Mr.  I Vise  objected  to  their  reception,  and  made 
the  point  of  order  whether  the  last  of  the  series  of 
Mr.  Atherton’s  resolutions  did  authorize  the  recep- 
tion of  these  pet  i t ions. 

The  Chair  said  this  queslion  had  been  decided 
at  the  second  session  of  the  24th  congress,  on  a re- 
versal of  the  decision  of  the  chair  at  that  time,  upor 
an  appeal  therefrom,  by  a vote  of — ayes  56,  nays  147. 
In  view  of  that  decision  the  chair  now  felt  constrain- 
ed to  put  a similar  construction  upon  the  present 
order,  and  thereby  overrule  the  point  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  Wise  said  lie  knew  that,  under  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  in  previous  years,  these  petitions  had 
been  received.  But  this  was  a new  resolution. 

The  Chair  said  it  amounted  to  the  same  tiling. 
They  were  substantially  and  almost  in  the  identical 
phraseology. 

Mr.  Wise.  Well,  then,  if  that  be  (he  decision  of 
the  chair,  in  order  to  test  the  sense  of  the  house,  I 
take  an  appeal,  having  no  other  mode  of  reaching  it; 
and  also  call  fort-lie  yeas  and  nays;  which  wt  re  sub- 
sequently ordered.  Now,  [added  Mr.  W.]  I wish 
gentlemen  to  come  up  to  their  own  coustruclion  of 
their  own  resolution.  He  himself  believed  the  de- 
cision of  the  chair  to  be  in  conformity  with  (lie  reso- 
lution; but  lie  had  taken  the  appeal,  tiiat  the  opinion 
of  each  member  might  be  known.  Mr.  W.  then 
went  into  a succinct  history  of  the  proceedings  on 
the  several  resolutions  on  this  subject,  from  Mr. 
Jarvis’s  and  Mr.  Pinckney’s  original  one  to  refer 
the  matter  to  a select  committee,  down  to  those  of 
the  hitter  gentlemen,  *Mr.  Hawes  and  Mr.  Patton 
dicing,  ex  tempore,  a final  disposition  of  abolition 
papers. 

The  question  now  involved,  according  to  Mr.  W. 
was  this:  Was  the  presentation  of  a petition,  under 
Mr.  Atherton’s  resolution,  a reception  of  it? — 
Southern  gentlemen  who  voted  for  that  resolution, 
had  declared  to  him  that  the  resolution  did  not  re- 
cognise the  reception  of  abolition  petitions.  Now 
he  wished  them  to  stand  by  that  decision.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  this  house  does  affirm  that  that  resolu- 
tion recognises  the  reception  ot  these  pelilions,  then 
the  whole  ground  is  gone,  and  Ihe  abolitionists  have 
triumphed;  because  if  you  may  receive  petitions, 
you  may  refer  them,  and  referring,  you  may  report 
on  them — unfavorably,  you  may  say — but  if  you 
have  the  power  to  report  at  all,  you  may  repoit  fa- 
vorably as  well  as  unfavorably.  This,  he  repeated, 
gave  up  the  whole  ground  to  the  abolitionists.  His 
own  candid  opinion  was  that  t he  wording  of  the 
resolution  laying  the  petitions  on  the  table  did  re- 
cognise their  reception.  Now  lie  would  ask  the 
south  if  this  was  the  compact,  if  this  was  the  boon 
which,  at  last,  the  south  had  gained  from  a northern 
party  with  southern  principles’  If  this  be  the  com- 
pact, viz:  to  recognise  the  jurisdiction  of  congress 
over  the  subject  of  slavery,  except  directly  in  Ihe 
slaveholding  states,  it  is  a compact  nothing  better 
Ilian  abolition  itself. 

The  Chair  recapitulated  all  the  questions  that  had 
arisen,  and  the  decisions  on  the  similar  poinls,  under 
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1 he  four  r-‘Soi  itio:i<?  r>  fured  io  above,  in  aii  of  which 
the  uniform  emi-dr  action  h.i:i  b ; 'll  t i.it  the  resolu- 
tiou  or  order,  the  same  as  that  now  in  force,  disposed 
of  t tie  petitions  on  presentation,  and  that  I he  question 
of  reception  could  not  b>-  raised  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Rices  expressed  his  deep  regret  thaf,  after  the 
adoption  of  Mr.  Atherton’s  resolutions,  any  further 
excitement  should  have  sprung  up  in  that  house. 
H - had  been  of  opinion  that,  under  these  resolu- 
tions, they  cn  dd  have  got  on  quietly  and  tranquilly 
during  the  rest  of  file  session,  and  he  believed  every 
person  acquiesced  in  them;  lie  believed  every 
in  in  in  tile  slnvehoiding  states,  with  the  exception  of 
a few  fanatics — 

Tiie  Chair  arrested  Mr.  R as  transgressing  the 
limits  of  I tie  question  of  order. 

Mr.  Rices  would  cheerfully  yield  submission  to 
the  chair.  Then,  continued  Mr.  R.  the  gentleman 
who  made  this  appeal  himself  concilia-  -d  with  the 
speaker,  an  I why,  then,  persist  in  it?  He  ought  not 
to  h ive  made  it. 

Mr.  R’s  conviction  was  that  the  chair  ought  to 
be  sustained,  and  his  impression  was  that  the  only 
way  by  which  the  gentleman  could  have  attained 
his  object,  was  by  a direct  motion  to  reject,  and 
not  to  have  brought  up  the  subject  of  resolutions 
already  anopted.  Mr.  R.  hoped  the  yeas  arid  nays 
would  be  ordered,  and  in  voting  he  would  endeavor 
to  set  his  colleague  an  example,  hy  responding 
when  his  name  was  called. 

Mr.  Pickens  maintained  that  thpre  was  a wide 
distinction  b -tween  the  present  resolution  or  order 
and  those  adopted  in  firmer  years.  He  differed 
with  Mr.  Wise  in  the  view  of  it,  contending  thaf 
the  words  “without  further  action  thereon,”  created 
this  distinction,  and  left  the  question  of  r caption 
untouched.  Tire  re  was  even  a still  prior  prelimi 
nary  quesfion,  uniformly  acted  on  in  the  British 
parliament,  from  which  their  lex  parliameulttri a 
was  derived,  but  which  had  been  leit  unnoticed  by 
Mr.  Jetferson,  viz:  the  leave  to  present.  That  w li- 
the first  qu  -slion,  and  th  ui  came  the  question  of 
reception.  Toe  member  holding  the  paper  makes 
no  motion  to  that  eif-ct,  but  the  chair  was  bound 
to  present  the  question  to  the  house  for  its  deci- 
sion. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  alluded  to  a 
compact.  Mr.  P.  coil'd  assure  the  gentleman  that 
he  bad  consulted  no  man,  in  or  out  of  the  house, 
but  Ins  own  colleagues. 

Mr.  P.  then  bri  ily  recapitulated  the  course  be- 
fore taker,  by  the  house,  and  insist'd  that  the 
question  of  rejection  was  never  decided  according 
to  strict  narlij.m-titary  usage.  If  was  left  in  abey- 
ance, for  when  it  was  raised  it  was  immediately 
followed  up  by  amotion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and 
thus  the  whole  matter  wa«  disposed  of.  He  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  fro.n  Virginia  that  the  question 
of  rec'ption  was  one  of  vital  importance  to  the 
south,  and  one  which  he  would  never  surrender. 
The  clause  he  had  referred  to  preserved  that  ques- 
tion, and  but  for  that  he  should  not  have  voted  lor 
Mr.  Atherton’s  resolutions. 

Mr.  Robertson  had  voted  for  that  resolution  with 
the  impression  that  it  did  not  conclude  the  question 
of  reception,  but  left  it  open  in  the  event  that  “fur- 
ther action”  should  be  pro  losed  on  these  petitions. 
He  thought  the  chair  right,  in  d'eiding  that  the 
question  of  reception  could  not  no  n Ire entertained, 
but  that  the  memorials  must  go  on  the  table. 
But  if  the  house  should  decide  on  further  action  on 
them,  would  the  chair  consider  it  preclud  'd  from 
raising  the  question  of  reception? 

Tiie  chiir  said  it  had  not  so  decided.  When  the 
question  should  come  up,  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  decide  it. 

Mr.  Robertson  expressed  himself  satisfied  with 
that  view  of  trie  point,  concurring,  as  it  did,  with 
his  own. 

Mr.  Glascock  agreed  with  Mr.  Wise  in  his  mo- 
tion, and  was  also  of  opinion  that  the  construction 
given  to  Mr.  Atherton’s  resolution  by  the  chair, 
was  in  strict  co  iformity  not  only  with  its  own  ob- 
vious meaning,  but  according  to  tiie  spirit  and  in- 
tent of  the  whole  of  the  other  similar  resolutions. 
In  looking  ai  (bis  resolution,  it  will  be  found  that 
all  memorials,  etc  on  the  subject  of  slavry  or 
abolition,  etc.,  shall  be  laid  on  the  table  without  be- 
ing printed,  referred,  or  any  further  action  thereon. 
Now  when  that  resolution  was  presented  for  con- 
sideration, he  took  the  same  position  lie  had  al  ways 
maintained  on  questions  of  this  kind  before,  and 
declin'd  voting  upon  it,  one  wav  or  the  otit  u\  un- 
til he  could  examine  and  judge  for  himself  whe- 
ther it  could  bear  such*a  construction  as  to  recog- 
re,'  the  reception  of  petitions.  H-*  believed  it 
did  admit  of  Ida'  construction,  and  therein  he  dif- 
fered with  hi.;  lid  ui  t from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Pickens.]  It  s'-emed  io  Mr.  G.  tint,  when  a p ii- 
tion  was  presented  and  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  it  was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  ipso  facto 


received.  The  act  of  disposing  of  a paper  after 
presentation,  presnppos  d its  reception  by  the  body 
making  a disposition  of  it.  Any  other  construction 
would  he  to  render  the  resolution  ilstifa  mere  nul- 
lity. Tiis  seemed  to  him  one  of  the  plainest  pro- 
positions ever  presented  to  a deliberative  assembly. 
The  laying  on  the  table  was  no  preliminary  stage, 
but  a final  disposition  of  a snbj  jct.  or  tantamount 
to  it,  because  no  further  action  could  be  had  thereon 
but  by  a suspension  of  the  rules.  No  disposition 
could  be  made  of  a subject  unless  it  was  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  house,  and  to  be  in  their  possession, 
it  must  have  been  received  . He  contended  that 
the  resolution  would  have  borne  Ibis  construction 
without  the  words  “furi her  action,”  which  necessa- 
rily implied  previous  action;  but  those  words  put  it 
b'yond  doubt.  He  refused  to  vote  for  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney's resolution,  because  it  recognized  the  recep- 
tion of  petitions,  and  he  had  declined  voting  for  Mr. 
Atherton’s  ori  the  same  ground. 

Mr.  Craig  considered  Mr.  Wise’s  ground  to  be 
the  true  one,  viz:  that  the  presentation  of  a petition, 
which  presentation  resulted  in  its  being  laid  on  the 
table,  was  in  effect,  to  put  that  petition  in  posses- 
sion of  the  house,  for  he  was  at  a loss  to  perceive 
how  it  could  get  there  without  being  received. 
Still,  however,  he  denied  tolo  crelo , that  it  was  a 
concession  to  the  petitioners  of  their  right  to  peti- 
tion. It  was,  on  the  contrary,  a virtual  denial  of 
their  right,  and  a rejection  of  their  memorial.  If  lie 
understood  the  speaker’s  decision  rightly,  it  was 
this:  that  when  a petition  gets  on  the  table,  the 
question  of  its  reception  cannot  be  raised,  because 
pro  tnnio  it  is  already  received  and  disposed  of,  and 
that  decision  he  should  sustain. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  the  ca=e  appeared  so  clear  that 
there  was  not  even  a point  left  to  hang  an  argument 
upon,  and  therefore  he  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  sustained. 

The  decision  of  the  chair  was  affirmed  by  the 
bouse — yeas  135,  nays  0,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs..!.  W Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews. 
Atherton,  A.vcrigg,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bell, 
Bicknell,  Biddle-  Bird-all.  Bond,  Bouidin.  Briggs,  Brad- 
head,  Bronson.  Buchanan,  Bynum,  J.  Calhoun,  Cam- 
breleng.  .1  >hn  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Casey, 
Chanf  y.Chapnnn, Cheatham,  Clark,  Cleaveland,  Clow- 
ney,  Coffin,  Coles,  Connor.  Corwin,  Craig,  Crarv,  Cran- 
ston, Cnrti*,  Cushing.  Cushman.  Darlington,  Dawson, 

D, .vee,  Davies,  Deberry,  De  Graffi  Dremgonle,  Dunn, 
Elmore,  E -a ns.  Everett,  Farrington.  Fairfield,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fos'er.  Fry.  Gail  up.  James  Garland, 
G ddings,  Glascock,  Goode,  J ones  Graham,  William 
Graham  Gramlaod,  Grant.  G ay,  Grennell,  Griffin, 
H ley  Halstead  Hammond,  Hamer,  Ha 11 'risen,  Harper, 
Hawes,  Haynes,  Henri’.  Herod,  H if,  H ipkins,  How- 
ard, Hublcy.  William  H.  Hunter,  Ingham.  Thomas  B. 
Jackso",  J nbcz  Jackson,  Henry. T ihnson.  Joseph  John- 
son, William  Cost  J ihnson,  Nathaniel  Jones.  John  W. 
Jones,  Keitn,  Kemble.  Ke  medv,  Klingens  pith.  Loo-are, 
Leadbetter,  Lewis,  R ncoln.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Maliary, 
Marvin,  James  M.  Mason.  Simson  Mu«on.  Martin, 
Maury,  M-iv,  M ixrn  II,  MoK  tv.  R hert  M-Ciellan, 
Abraham  McClellan,  McClure.  McKe  man,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Mil  igan,  Montgomery,  M lore,  Morgan,  S.  W. 
M utis.  Calvary  Morris,  Murray,  Naylor,  Noble,  Noyes, 
Ogle,  Parker,  Pannen'er,  P, arris.  Pavater,  Pearce,  Peck, 
P.ckeny,  A.  Plumer.  P >tts,  Pratt,  P.nnam,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Reily,  R Let f,  Ridgway.  Rivr-s,  John  Robertson, 

E.  Robins  >n,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Shi  Ter,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Shcpiot,  S’bley,  Snyder,  South- 
gate,  Spencer.  Smart,  Same,  S ratron,  Swearingen, 
Taliaferro.  Taylor,  Thomas  Til!ing!n-'t.  Titus,  T 'land, 
Toucev.  Turney,  Underwo'od,  Vail,  V.ndervw,  Wage- 
ner,  Wtd's  er,  Albert  S Wane,  ,T.  White,  Whittlesey, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams Yell,  Yoi'ke — 135. 

N AYS — Messrs.  Carter,  Chambers,  Crockett,  Pope, 
C.  II.  Williams,  Word — 6. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Adams  having  been  called,  that 
gentleman  rose,  and  said:  I refuse  to  answer,  con- 
sidering all  the  resolutions — 

Tiie  chair  called  Mr.  A.  to  order. 

Mr.  A.  co  dinned.  Considering  all  tiie  resolutions 
as  unconstitutional  — 

The  chair  again  interposed,  and  requested  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  to  take  Ins  seat. 

Mr.  A.  continued.  A violation  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

These  words  were  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Adams, 
amidst  much  tumult  and  very  loud  cries  for  order, 
in  the  course  of  which 

The  speaker  called  on  the  house  to  aid  him. 

Something  like  sil-nce  having  been  restored, 

Mr.  IVaddy  Thompson  desired  to  know  what  aid 
the  speaker  wished? 

Mr.  Adams  having,  in  the  interim,  resumed  his 
seat, 

The  chair  replied,  none  at  all. 

The  clerk  then  proceeded  with  the  roll,  and,  the 
name  of  Mr.  Wise  having  been  called,  that  gentle- 
maifrose  and  refused  to  vote. 

[The  other  business  transacted  this  day  was  no- 
ticed in  tiie  last  ‘-Register.’’] 


Monday,  Dec.  17.  Mr.  try  asked  leave  to  otter 
tiie  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  Uni'ed  S.aiesbe 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  (if  not  incom- 
patible with  die  public  imprest)  whether,  since  rl.c  com- 
mencement of  i he  present  session  of  congress,  any  call 
has  been  made' upon  the  executive  depai- meat  of  the 
government  by  i lie  governor  of  Pennsylvania  for  an 
armed  force  of  United  States  troops,  and  what  (offi- 
cial) correspondence  (if  any)  has  taken  place  between 
him  and  the  governor  of  said  stale  in  relation  to  said 
call;  and  whether  any  arms,  powder,  ball,  or  buckshot, 
or  other  munitions  of  war,  have  been  furnished  by  the 
Uniied  S aies  :o  any  of  the  troops  in  Pennsylvania  re- 
cently called  out  by  order  of  the  executive  of  that  state. 

Objection  having  been  made  to  the  reception  of 
this  proposition  at  this  time — 

Mr.  Try  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules  of  the 
house  to  enable  him  to  present  it, 

Mr.  Beatty  demanded  the  yeas  and  nay’s  on  that 
motion;  which, ’being  taken,  wire,  yeas  133,  nays 
59,  as  follows; 

YEAS — Messrs.*  Adams,  Alexander,  Anderson, 
Andrews,  A her  on.  Banks,  Beatly,  Beers,  Beirne, 
Beil,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bonn,  Boon,  Borden, 
Bouidin.  ftrodhead.  Bronson,  John  Calhoun,  C iinbre- 
ieng,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter, 
Casey.  Chaney,  Cheatham,  Clark,  Coifi.i,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Cnbb,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Darlingion,  Davee, 
Dromgoole.  Edwards,  Furring  on,  Fairfield,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Fos’er,  Fry.  Gallup,  James  Garland,  Rice 
Garland,  Glascock,  Goode,  ’ Win.  Graham,  Grant, 
Graves,  Gray,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond, 
Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes.  Henry,  Herod, 
Holt.  Howard,  Hubley,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson, 
Jabez  Jackson.  Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  N. 
Jones,  ICeim,  Kemble,  Kennedy,  Kiinyeiismidi,  Lead- 
better,  Lewis.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mall. n . Marvin,  Martin, 
Mauri- . McKay,  R ibert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClel- 
lan, Miller.  Montgomery,  Moon  , Morgan,  Ma  bias 
Morris,  S.  W.  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noble, 
Parker,  Parmemer,  Parris,  Paynttr,  Peck,  Penny- 
backcr,  Phelps,  Potts,  Pra  t.  Rariden,  Reily.  Ridgway, 
John  Robertson,  Edward  Robinson,  Ramsey,  Sawyer, 
Shefler,  A.  II.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Siiepior, 
Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate.  Spencer,  S uar‘,  Same, 
Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Titus,  Toland,  Toucey.  Towns, 
Turney,  Albert  S White,  Whittlesey.  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  and  Yell — 133. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  John  W.  Alien,  AV- 
I’rigff,  Briggs,  Win.  13.  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Childs, 
Cluwnev.  Corwin,  Craig,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Davies, 
Denni  --,  Dunn.  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing.  R chard  Fletch- 
er, Fillmore,  Gildings,  Grantland,  Hiils'eP,  Harper, 
Hastings.  Hopkins.  Jenifer,  Line  In,  J unes  M.  Mason, 
Samson  Mason,  Maxwell,  McKenunu,  Mercer,  Mit- 
chell, No-  es,  Ogle,  Pearce.  Putnam,  Randolph.  Reed, 
Rives,  Rus-ell,  Saltonstall,  S.bley,  Stmilv.  Stratton, 
Thomas,  Til  iughnst,  Underwood,  Vail.  Webster,  S. 
Williams,  C.  H Williams,  and  Yorke — 55. 

So  the  rules  being  suspended,  and  (lie  resolution 
received  — 

Mr.  Cushing  proposed  the  following  amendment: 

“An  1 wh<  flier  any  officer  of  the  United  S-ates  insti- 
gated or  particqi  i:ed  i;t  certain  late  riotous  proceeding's 
in  the  state  of  Penn-ylvania,  as  aiteged  in  the  procla- 
mation of  the  govern  u-  of  said  state,  and  what  mea- 
sures. if  any,  the  president  has  taken  to  investigate  and 
punish  the  said  acts;  and  whether  any  such  officer  stiil 
remni  s in  the  service  of  the  United  States.’’ 

Mr.  Fry  accepted  the  amendment  as  a modifica- 
tion of  his  resolution. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  tiie 
resolution,  as  modified — • 

Mr.  Biddle  said  lie  did  not  rise  (o  combat  this 
resolution;  yet  it  was  to  be  legretled  that,  at  a time 
when  excitement  appeared  to  be  subsiding  else- 
where, an  attempt  should  be  made  to  revive  it  heie. 
Might  it  not  .seem  abroad  to  spring  from  a uish  to 
inflame  and  exasperate,  rather  than  from  a grave 
and  sincere  pursuit  of  information?  Why  this  pa- 
rade about  buckshot ; &c.?  Did  it  not  betray  a fe- fl- 
ing which  lurk'-d,  say  unconsciously,  beneath  a lair 
outside?  Air.  B.  would  not  he  drawn  into  a discus- 
sion of  the  pretext  which  had  led  to  violence  and 
outrage,  although  prepared  to  do  so.  It  was  a cun- 
ning device,  by  long  articles  which- feiv  would  take 
the  trouble  to  master,  to  distract  attention  from  the 
point  which  must  cause  all  thoughtful  men  toregaid 
lit tse  transactions  with  astonishment  and  shame. 
When  the  mutineers,  in  1733,  placed  men  with  fixed 
bayonets  at  the  doors  of  congress,  and  comp  II  -d  an 
adjournment  to  Princeton,  no  one.  slopped  to  inquire 
what  their  pretended  “grievances'’  were.  There 
was  a burat  of  indignation  over  the  whole  country, 
and  gen.  Washington  instantly  despatched  a military 
force  to  the  scene  of  violence.  Air.  B.  would  no 
more  pause  to  examine  lliese  pretexts  than  if  the 
same  mob  had  rushed  into  the  court-house  and  dii- 
ven  out  judge  and  jury,  on  the  pretended  apprehen- 
sion clan  unjust  verdict.  No  one  would  think  it 
necessary  to  enter  into  tiie  details  of  the  case  before 
expressing  his  deep  and  honest  indignation  at  what 
must  break  up  all  government  and  all  security  for 
life  and  property.  Mr.  .13.  repeated  his  regret  that 
hi;  honorable  colleague  had  thought  it  expedient 
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thus,  1 1 lie  Hit-  still  t>i  Noah,  to  by  bare  to  tne  deri- 
sive gaze  o|  tiie  world  itial  over  winch  a pious  ten- 
derness would  ratlier  have  thrown  a noodle. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  said  he  lelt  indignant  that  the  de- 
mocracy, l lie  i io i let s l farmers  of  Pennsylvania,  should 
have  been  denominated  by  his  colleague  a mob. 
The  only  mob  at  Harrisburg  was  the  armed  mob 
c.dled  out  by  a tyrannical  executive  to  jioiiit  their 
bayonets  against  ami  sboot  down,  innocent,  peacea- 
ble, unarmed  'citizens. 

Mr.  Naylor  rose  and  said  that  lie  would  vote  for 
tin-  resolution  as  it  had  been  modified;  but  that  at 
the  same  lime  lie  must  express  lue  hearty  egret 
which  be  fell  that  this  subject  hud  been  brought  be- 
fore the  house  in  Hu-  form  in  which  it  now  stood. 
H-  congratulated  thecountry,  however,  if  indeed  it 
Was  a cause  of  congratulation,  that  l lie  members  of 
tae  administration  party  were  themselves  beginning 
to  move  lur  inipiutes.  He  knew  wlial  the  ohji-ct  ol 
tile  inquiry  was,  so  soon  as  the  .motion  was  submit- 
ted tins  moniing.  tie  knew  that  US  object  was  po- 
litical etfecr  ami  political  ( xcitemeiit.  it  Was  to  fur- 
nish paragraphs  to  tne  Globe,  and  to  sustain  Hie  offi- 
cers ol  Ilia  government  oi  Ine  United  Stales  in  their 
euorls  to  usurp,  through  the  medium  of  a mob,  ihe 
government  ol  tile  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

1 do  not  recollect  (continued  Mr.  N.)  that  iny 
konombie  colleague  who  hist  addressed  tiie  house 
(M  . Biddle)  said  any  tiling  about  the  persons  en 
gaged  in  tins  matter  at  Harrisburg.  1 do  not  recol- 
lect that  lie  said  any  llnug  to  call  forth  tiie  wailike 
ire  of  him  who  hud  just  preceded  me,  (Mr.  Pe- 
tnkin.)  B it  1 say  now,  in  my  place,  ami  i know 
exactly  what  t say,  that  they  were  lor  the  most  part 
a mob— men,  some  ol  them,  going  from  tiie  counly 
ol  P.iila  lelpbiq,  hast  .g  no  interest  in  Harrisburg, 
leu  on  by  tne  officers  of  the  general  government,  lor 
the  purpose  ol  declaring  to  tile  legislature,  assem- 
bled under  tiie  constitution  and  the  laws,  tii.il  tnus 
they  should  do,  that  “dins  far  they  should  go,  and 
no  l iflller.” 

13. il  yet  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Pelrikin)  says  that 
these  men  were  peaceable  citizens,  and  no  mob. 
Lei  me  slate  a lacl.  1 have  mysell  received  letters 
since  my  arrival  in  this  city,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  tiiese  disturbances,  telling  me — yes,  sir, 
warning  me — appealing  to  my  ieais,  and  telling  me 
1 1 1 a l u 1 dared  to  come  here  and  attempt  lo  lake  my 
seat — a seal  to  winch  I had  been  honored  by  a ma- 
jority of  lieariy  a thousand — t he  same  men  who 
have  figured  in  llirs:.-  scenes  at  H.uiisbmg  would 
throng  your  hall,  would  speak  from  your  gallery, 
and  dr. re  you,  sir,  from  that  chair!  1 appeal  to  the 
people  of  tue  country — I ask  every  man  in  tins 
lions  ',  be  lie  a demociat  or  what  lie  may,  lo  whatever 
paityhe  may  belong — i appeal  to  you,  its  t he  de- 
scemiauis  ot  tiie  men  oi  ;7tj — I ask  you,  what  think 
you  ol  those  who. would  make  such  threats? — -are 
they  peaceful,  law-abiding  citizens,  or  are  they  a 
moo?  1 ask  you  uhethei  you  intend  lo  sustain 
these  men  in  Hie  work  of  wrong,  of  outrage  ami 
usurpation,  which  they  have  commenced? 

Mr  Sp-aker,  I know  something  of  lite  controver- 
sy now  going  on  al  H irrisburg.  1 have  ■ in  ; e d oc- 
casion to  know  sum-thing  about  it,  for  the  imme- 
diate and  prim  iry  cause  of  Ihe  whole  Was  tin  nt- 
temp!  t > chant  me  out  of  my  right  to  a s/mi  on  Ibis 
floor,  lo  which  1 was  elected  by  a large  majority  oi 
tiie  freemen  of  Ihe  third  congressional  district  ol 
Pennsylvania — lie  people  whom  I repr  sent.  And, 
sir.  n it  be  not  out  of  place  here,  seeing  that  much 
his  been  s.ud  of  an  indefinite  charaet ft  by  tiie  gen- 
tle nan  who  imn-dialely  preceded  me,  (Mr.  Pe- 
tnkiu,)  I wid  briefly  relate,  in  older  tual  the  people 
may  know,  wliat  are  the  causes  of  t lie  unhappy  con- 
trol’: r-y  now  going  on  at  Harrisburg,  if  such  an 
outrage  can  be  called  a controversy. 

Tiiese  subjects,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  been  all  al- 
luded lo-.  Deeply  as  1 am  interested  in  them,  and 
deeply  as  I b-lieve  lue  honor  of  my  si  ate  and  of 
thos  • whom  1 represent  li  re  to  be  involved  in  them, 
still  I should  have  said  nothing  about  them  had  they 
no  I be  m alluded  to  be  the  gentleman  who  last  ad- 
dressed Ihe  house,  (Mr.  Pelrikin.) 

Mr.  Pelrikin  lu  re  disclaimed  having  made  allu- 
sion lo  these  topics. 

Mr.  Naylor  resinned.  Sir,  the  gentleman  has 
talk  'd  of  whig-mobs,  of  bank-ites,  of  Biddle-ites, 
ol  Ritn  r itcs.and  all  other  kinds  of  ?7cs  that  run  so 
vividly  through  bis  imigination  For  myself,  I 
know  no  such  distinction.  I speak  of  my  people 
as  the  Ameiican  people,  as  rr.y  countrymen;  when 
they  are  light.  I will  sustain  them,  without  regard 
to  party  , and  when  they  are  wrong,  I innr-t  commi- 
serate their  errors,  while  at  the  same  time  1 oppose 
them.  The  whole  controversy  arises,  as  1 have 
said,  from  an  unhallowed  attempt,  by  fraud  and 
violence,  lo  lake  Iiom  me  my  seat  on  this  floor! 

The  c/mtVI.ere  interposed,  and  said  that  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  right  ot  any  party  to  a scat  in  this 


house  was  not  now  under  dt-eus.-ion,  and  that  any 
debat.  directed  to  Pint  point  was  out  of  Older. 

Mr.  Naylor  resuim d.  1 am  not  going  to  assert 
my  right  lu  a seat.  This  house,  I know,  lias  not 
the  right  to  decide  on  that  question.  When  I pre- 
sent mysell  here  in  the  legislative  hall  of  my  coun- 
try, as,  God  willing,  1 intend  to  do,  in  defiance  ol  i 
the  empty  threats  anil  the  loudly  denounced  terrors 
of  these  men,  it  will  1 hi  n be  lor  Ihe  house  to  deter-  1 
mine  w lietlier  1 shall  lake  my  scut,  or  w hellter  they 
will  hallow  hand,  liample  mi  I lie  simrages  of  the 
people  1 represent,  by  aiding  another  person  in  the 
usurpation  ol  it,  because  be  is  a member  of  the  ad- 
ministration party!  I say , then,  that  1 am  not  about 
to  show  that  l am  entitled  to  a seal  in  the  twenty- 
sixth  congress,  except  for  (lie  mere  purpose  of  con- 
necting this  matter  u ith  the  other,  that  Ihe  whole 
subject  may  be  understood;  for,  without  a know- 
ledge ol  the  one,  you  cannot  understand  the  other. 
For  Ibis  purpose,  1 want  to  go  into  the  history  of 
the  transaction;  and,  as  the  gentleman  who  has 
preceded  me  has  gone  so  wide  ol  the  mark,  and 
prated  ol  blood  and  war,  and  the  majesty  of  the  as- 
sembled people  at  Uanisbtirg,  1 hope  I maybe  per- 
mitted to  loliovv  him,  so  fa i at  least  as  to  reply  lo 
his  statements,  and  disclose  the  whole  truth!  I ask 
for  liberty  lo  speak  the  Iriilld  Not  lo  advocate  any 
parly,  but  merely  to  state  the  truth!  And  will  you 
deny  me  this  reasonable  boon? 

The  chair  again  inlet  posed,  anil  said  that  fie  did 
not  understand  that  eiti.er  of  ihe  gentleman’s  col- 
leagues bad  entered  upon  the  merits  ol  this  question, 
nor  was  il  in  t rdet  so  to  do.  Any  tiling  relating  lo 
the  resolution  was  in  oilier. 

Mr.  Naylor  resumed.  1 understand  the  resolution 
perfectly.  My  colleague  ( Mr.  Pelrikin)  has  stated 
that  these  persons  engaged  at  Harrisburg  were  not 
a mob,  but  that  they  were  the  assembled  democracy 
of  Pennsylvania,  peacefully  obeying  the  requisi- 
tions of  duly!  I take  issue  with  him  on  that  point, 
and  1 wish  to  refer  to  the  history  of  these  transac- 
tions, to  show  that  the  position  he  has  assumed 
cannot  be  maintained. 

After  ano'.  her  interposition  on  the  paid  of  the  chair, 
in  which  Ihe  chair  directed  the  attention  of  Mr.  N. 
to  the  subject -matterof  the  resolution,  arid  the  facts 
connected  therewith — 

Mr.  Naylor  resumed.  Well,  (hen,  as  I cannot 
state  the  truth , but  can  state  \Y\e  facts,  even,  1 sup 
pose,  il  they  are  tine,  I will  mention  as  th a first 
lac t — a fact  which  is  conceded  on  all  sides — that  I 
was  elected  a member  of  the  26th  emigres^.  .... 

I state  another  fact,  tl  at  certain  persons  in  Phil- 
adelphia, assisted  by  officers  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, one  of  them  the  man  who  has  been  most  ac 
live  in  Ihe  disturbances  at  Harrisburg,  resolved  to 
cheat  me  out  oi  ihe  due  returns  lor  my  seat.  That 
is  another  fact — an  ii  controvertible  fact,  which  no 
man  who  lias 'the  least  regard  for  truth  w ill  deny. 

I assert,  as  the  third  fact,  that  these  men,  and 
amongst  them  this  officer  ol  the  general  government 
and  the  man  who  was  iny  opponent  — the  man  who. 
had  he  lived  in  the  days  w hicll  -dried  men’s  souls,” 
“would  have  been  a lory,”  went  before  the  seven 
teen  return  judges  and  endeavored  to  get  ten  of 
them  to  make  a partial  return  of  Ihe  county  of 
Philadelphia — such  a return  as  would  suit  tlieirown 
purposes. 

The  chair  said  all  this  was  entirely  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Naylor.  The  members  o!  the  administration 
party  move  for  inquiries.  O,  yes,  they  must  oc- 
casionally have  an  inquiry;  but,  sir,  they  hale  to 
hear  the  truth;  they  would  trample  upon  it;  they 
would  stifle  it.  LI  I cannot’ speak  the  truth  here, 

I can  at  least  do  so  over  my  own  name  in  the 
newspapers.  Yes,  sir,  1 can  speak  the  truth  there 
in  defiance  of  them;  and  1 will  do  it!  The  whole 
story  shall  be  told. 

The  chair  again  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Naylor.  Well,  sir,  these  ten  return  judges 
did  do  as  they  were  commanded.  They  did  make 
a return,  sueii  a-  had  been  required,  of  something 
upwards  of  two-thirds  of  the  votes  of  the  county. 
The  other  judges  would  have  made  a correct  return, 
and  begged  for  hours,  in  the  ball  of  independence, 
in  Philadelphia,  to  be  allowed  to  make  a full  and 
correct  return  for  I lie  w hole  county.  But,  sir, — 

The  chair  said  the  gentleman  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Naylor  said  he  knew  that  truth  sometimes 
was  a very  disagreeable,  thing. 

And  then  Mr.  N.  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Bb  rhall  rose,  and  said  that,  as  he  did  not  see 
that  any  useful  obj  cl  could  be  attained  by  protract 
ing  this  debate,  be  would  move  the  previous  ques 
lion. 

Mr.  Naylor  claimed  the  floor.  He  had  not  yield- 
ed it,  except  in  obedience  lo  w liat  he  understood  to 
be  the  injunction  of  the  chair  that  he  should  lak- 
his  scat. 

The  chair  said  he  had  understood  (he  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  as  having  yielded  the  floor. 


Mi.  it  Me  moved  Inal  the  gentleman  iiom  Penn- 
sylvania have  leave  lu  proceed  in  older. 

The  chair  >uid  that  that  motion  would  lake  pre- 
cedence of  the  demand  lor  the  prev  ions  question. 
The  question,  however,  could  omy  be  put  on  leave  . 
to  proceed  in  order,  as  no  member  could,  by  tne 
mles,  have  leave  to  proceed  out  ol  older. 

1 lie  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  on  the  mo- 
tion lor  ie a ve,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were — Yeas  1 5s; ; nays  38. 

So  leave  was  granted  to  Mr.  Naylor  to  proceed 
with  bis  remarks. 

Mr.  Naylor  then  resumed.  Mr.  Speaker,  I am 
at  a loss  to  know  wliat  is  in  order.  A moment  ago, 
it  was  In  Older,  as  I understood,  lor  my  colleague 
(Mr.  P.-tnkin)  to  bandy  harsh  epithets,  to  call  a 
portion  ol  Ihe  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  bank  ites, 
anti-masons,  ilitner-iles,  and  federalists;  lo  say  that 
the  men  who  had  been  carrying  on  liie.-e  move- 
mi  ids  at  Harrisburg  were  not  a u ob.  but  Hip  demo- 
cracy of  Pennsylvania  assembled  in  llieir  maj  sty, 
and  peacefully  and  legally  asserting  fla  ir  lights. 
And  now  1 understand  that  it  is  noi  m order  to  dis- 
prove these  allegations,  maintain  the  side  of  the 
law  and  constitution,  and  to  vindicate  ihe  officers  of 
the  law. 

The  chair  said  that  his  decision  had  been  that  it 
was  not  in  order  to  wander  Iiom  the  subject  before 
the  house,  byenleiing"  inlo  questions  connected 
with  the  election  returns  in  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Naylor  resumed.  Wliat  1 say  is,  then — and  I 
speak  wit,,  entire  respect  to  the  chair — that  ii  is  im- 
possi  h-  for  me  to  conli  overl  any  ol  the  positions  as- 
sumed by  in v colleague  unless  I am  permitted  to 
state  facts,  truth,  and  if  it  be  oul  ol  older  to  slate 
the  truth,  then  I have  nothing  more  lo  sat ! 

Tiie  chair  said  that  the  only  desire  ol  the  chair 
was  to  coniine  the  debate  w ill’, in  its  proper  limits, 
althoiiiih  sometimes  remarks  wire  made  w hieh  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  chair  to  arrest  on  the 
moment.  It  was  possible  in  (lie  present  case  that 
the  true  boundary  had  been  exceeded  before  (lie 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Naylor)  lose. 
13ul  the  chair  must  look  sli icily  to  tin-  subject-mat- 
ter ot  the  resolution.  There  was  nolhii  g on  the 
lace  of  it  connected  with  the  elections  in  Pc  nnsy  Iva- 
nia,  which  could  warrant  any  discussion  in  relation 
to  them. 

Mr.  Naylor.  I want  to  show  Ircm  faefs  I hat  are 
ineonliovc-rtible,  not  that  one  or  the1  other  set  of 
candidates  are  entitled  to  their  seals,  hot  that  such 
a state  of  things  had  been  produced  in  Pennsylva- 
nia  as  to  devolve  it  upon  the  legislature,  as  an  iire- 
sDlible  duty  , to  decide  upon  the  matt  r heiw  i t n the 
claimants  for  seats.  I want  to  show  that  the  indi- 
viduals who  raised  this  disturbance,  were  the  very 
individuals  who  prevented  a return  of  members  to 
the  legislature  from  the  county  ol  Philadelpi  in,  who 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to  investigate 
the  whole  matter,  and  that,  alter  having  imposed 
upon  the  legislature  this  duly,  w hieh  ii  could  not 
throw  off,  which  it  must  u ,’et  and  perform,  they 
■to  to  Harrisburg,  cry  aloud  lor  blood,  and  say  to 
the  legislature,  you  shall  not  investigate  and  d,  cide 

■ the  question — we  will  decide  it  for  y ou,  and,  it  \ou 
dare  resist  our  decision,  we  will  drive  y ou  Irotn  the 
capitol!  This,  sir,  is  what  I want  to  prove,  arid  I 
can  prove  it.  1 do  not  want  to  maintain  the  right 
to  < -it her  set  of  candidates  to  their  so  ais. 

Mr  Lenity  rose  to  ouh  r,  and  Mr.  Naylor  having 
requested  Mr.  B.  to  reduce  hi-  point  of  older  to 
writing. 

The  chair  said  he  did  riot  perceive  that  the  im- 
mediate remarks  of  the  gentleman  wtie  out  ol  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Naylor  rtsumod.  Then,  Mr.  Speaker.  I 
must  return  to  the  place  where  1 was  when  1 was 
originally  ariesled.  1 must  slate  tacts,  in  older  lo 
show  the  justice  of  my  conclusions.  1 do  nol  de- 
sire lo  waste  the  time  of  tins  house,  nor  lo  trespass 
upon  its  rules. 

'i  he  chair  said,  if  (he  gentlpman  again  follows 
the  course  of  remark  which  he  intimates  his  atten- 
tion to  (ollow,  the  chair  must  doits  duty. 

Mr.  Nay  lur  resumed.  In  the  first  place,  Ihen,  I 
stale  that  there  were  no  legal  returns  Irom  the  coun- 
ty of  Philadelphia  to  the  legislature  ol  Pennsylva- 
nia; because,  among  others,  some  ol  the  individuals 
i who  raised  the  disturbances  at  Harrisburg  have 
prevented  liaise  returns;- and,  that  being  the  ease, 
the  legislature  was  obliged,  by  Ihe  constitution  and 

■ the  laws,  to  decide  between  the  two  sets  of  claim- 
ants. 

Then.  I state  as  another  fact,  (for  1 will  not  en- 
ter into  detail,)  that  these  mem  and  others  w ho  “re- 
wnteffthe  returns  anil  imposed  upon  Ihe  h gi-lMure 
) the  necessity  of  deciding  the  matter,  pioceederi  lo 
Harrisimig  for  the  purpose  of  declaring  that  the 
legislature  should  n<  t decide  this  matter;  that  they 
>1  rove  the  speaker  from  the  ehair,  called  aloud  for 
. the  blood  ol  individual  members  by  came,  and 
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threatened  tlie  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  who  has 
been  stigmatized  here  (lor,  I suppose  that  the  gen- 
tleman vvno  made  use  of  the  term  intended  it  as  a 
stigmi)  as  being  an  anti-mason,  and  a federalist. — 
There  was  no  government.  For  the  space  of  nearly 
a week  the  executive  of  Pennsylvania  could  not 
get  to  the  executive  chamber,  Tlie  members  ol 
tiie  I.  gislature  could  riot  get  to  their  seats;  the  doors 
were  closed  against  them,  and  only  the  favored 
few,  whom  these  men  tliougiit  proper  to  admit, 
were  admitted.  Under  these  circumstances,  I sup- 
pose, for  1 know  nothing  about  it,  the  executive  ol' 
Pennsylvania  called  on  the  executive  of  the  United 
States  to  interfere;  and  lor  doing  this,  he  has  been 
stigmatized  in  the  ranting  tirade  to  which  we  have 
listened,  from  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Petri ki n, ) who, 
I blush  to  own  it,  has  openly  encouraged  this  resis- 
tance to  law,  and  publicly  gloried  in  the  outrages 
which  I feel  have  so  deeply  disgraced  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Now,  I ask  if  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania  could 
not  call  to  his  aid  the  militia  of  the  state  when 
threatened  by  a revolutionary' movement  on  the  part 
of  a mob,  when  t lie  stieritf  of  the  county  and  some  of 
the  civil  authorities  had  united  with  that  mob  to  ar- 
rest the  governor  in  tlie  execution  of  the  laws  and  in 
the  performance  of  his  functions,  what  would  have 
been  the  situation  of  Pennsylvania?  She  would 
have  been  without  a government  and  without  offi- 
cers, at  least  for  all  the  legitimate  purposes  for 
which  officers  are  created.  And  if  these  men  were 
in  truth  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  acting  in  con- 
formity with  the  constitution  and  laws,  as  my  col- 
league (Mr.  Petrikin)  contends,  where  is  the  law, 
where  is  the  article  of  the  constitution  which  justi- 
fies their  proceedings?  Who  was  to  hold  the  reins 
of  the  government  of  Pennsylvania?  Who  was  to 
sit.  in  the  courts?  Who  was  to  summon  the  jurors? 
Who  was  to  make  arrests?  Who  was  to  perform 
the  ten  thousand  duties  which  were  to  he  performed 
in  that  couuiy  and  throughout  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, when  these  individuals  rushed  in  and  pos- 
sessed themselves  of  all  the  authority?  Which  one 
of  them  was  to  be  chief?  How  were  their  com- 
mands to  be  is=.ued  to  tlie  people  of  Pennsylvania? 
And  who  were  to  execute  their  commands?  Can 
these  questions  be  answered  by  those  who  maintain 
that  the  people  in  their  majesty  were  constitution- 
ally and  legally  there  exercising  their  authorities? 
The  majesty  of  the  democracy  of  Pennsylvania! 
says  the  gentleman.  To  what  a puny  body  has  the 
gentleman  reduced  the  great  democracy  of  Penn- 
sylvania, (of  which  I am  one,)  when  he  has  thus 
consented  to  encage  them  all  in  the  narrow  con- 
fines of  the  legislative  chambers  of  the  capitol  of 
the  staie! 

Tlie  governor  of  Pennsylvania  mayprobably  have 
acted  indiscreetly  (I  do  not  assert  that  he  has)  in 
calling  upon  the  general  government  for  aid,  il  he 
has  done  so.  The  speaker  of  the  senate  may  have 
acted  indiscreetly  in  retiring  before  the  mob. — 
The  members  of  the  legislature  may  have  done 
wrong  in  vacating  their  seats  and  retreating  belore 
the  storm  of  popular  rage  and  popular  fury.  For 
myself,  I say,  il  I had  been  a member,  I would  have 
stoo  t at  my  post,  fearless  of  all  consequences,  and 
will  now  tell  those  who  have  thus  threatened  me, 
that  my  seat  in  this  hall  shall  be  maintained  in  de- 
fiance of  all  their  stormy  terrors! 

Mr.  Whittlesey  called  Mr.  Naylor  to  order,  and 
was  remarking  on  the  amount  of  business  which 
lay  before  the  house,  and  the  number  of  petitions 
which  other  gentlemen  had  to  present,  when  he  was 
himself  called  to  order  by  many  voices. 

Mr.  Naylor  said:  It  is  not  I who  have  consumed 
the  time  of  the  house.  I am  ready  and  anxious  to 
apply  myself  to  the  business  which  lays  before  it. 

I am  ever  ready  to  work.  Who  introduced  this  re- 
solution? Did  I?  Was  it  I who  made  the  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules  for  its  introduction?  And  did 
I demand  the  yeas  and  nays?  This  inquiry  came 
from  an  extraordinary  part  of  the  house.  We  had 
an  inquiry  moved  the  other  day  from  a gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  and  1 appeal 
to  that  gentleman  to  say  whether  he  had  found  the 
administration  party  willing  to  join  him  in  sustain- 
ing his  inquiry?  No,  sir;  that  was  an  inquiry  which 
the  country  demanded,  and  which  would  expose  to 
the  light  of  day  the  doings  of  those  in  high  places 
connected  with  the  general  government.  That  in- 
quiry was  smothered! 

Mr.  Hopkins  here  called  Mr.  Naylor  to  order. 

Mr.  Naytor.  1 was  interrupted  and  appealed  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Wliille- 
sey,)  who  sustained  his  appeal  by  an  argument  ad- 
dressed to  me.  All  this  was  in  order  and  proper,  I 
suppose.  Bat  the  moment  I attempt  to  make  a 
reply  to  that  appeal,  the  moment  my  lips  are  open 
to  vindicate  myself,  I am  out  of  order.  What  kind 
of  justice  is  this? 


The  Chair  said  it  was  not  in  order.  The  gentle- 
man must  confine  his  remarks  to  the  question  be- 
fore'the  house. 

Mr.  Naylor.  I will  say  no  more.  I should  have 
liked,  for  the  sake  of  the  country,  to  have  told  the 
truth  and  the  whole  truth  of  this  disgraceful  dis- 
turbance! In  doing  which,  I would  have  favored 
no  party.  I would  have  told  the  naked  truth!  But, 
sir,  you  would  not  suif'er  me.  You  will  have  in- 
quiry sometimes — yes,  you  will  have  inquiry — but, 
ihen,  the  inquiry  must  be  partial,  all  on  one  side! 
You  will  ask  for  information — but  you  want  infor- 
mation all  in  your  favor.  I asked  to  tell  the  whole 
story,  and  I was  gagged.  This  house,  or  at  least  a 
portion  of  it,  ‘-hates  the  light  because  its  deeds  are 
evil.” 

Here  Mr.  Naylor  was  loudly-  called  to  order  from 
all  parts  of  the  hall. 

Mr.  Bronson  then  moved  the  previous  question, 
but  it  was  not  seconded. 

Mr.  Petrikin  again  disclaimed  having  applied 
abusive  epithets  to  the  legislature  ol  Pennsylvania, 
nor, had  he  applied  any  insolent  language  to  the  go- 
vernor, or,  if  he  had,  he  now  disclaimed  it. 

Mr.  Fry  denied  that  lie  had  any  other  motive  in 
introducing  this  resolution  than  what  appeared  on 
the  face  of  it,  viz:  to  call  for  information  on  a mat- 
ter of  deep  and  vital  importance  to  his  state. 

Mr.  McKennan  had  voted  against  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  resolution,  because  lie  could  see  no  good 
or  beneficial  purposes  to  be  answered  by  the  call, 
and  he  had  been  anxious  that  the  feeling  which  per- 
vaded his  state  should  be  kept  out  of  congress. — 
He  regarded  his  colleague’s  resolution  as  calculated 
to  fan  a flame  which,  he  hoped,  had  been  nearly 
extinguished.  Mr.  McK.  then  briefly  adverted  to 
the  proceedings  at  Harrisburg,  and  eulogized  the 
conduct  of  the  governor,  who  had  done  only  what 
imperious  duty  demanded,  in  calling  to  his  aid,  in 
the  support  of  the  laws,  the  militia  of  the  common- 
wealth. 

Mr.  Beatty  regretted  the  feeling  which  had  been 
excited  in  the  house,  and  appealed  to  the  house  to 
say  in  what  quarter  it  had  arisen.  Mr.  B.  denied 
there  was  any  mob  at  Harrisburg,  but  that  those 
there  were  an  assemblage  of  as  respectable  and  in- 
telligent people  as  any  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Biddle  had  not  impeached  the  motives  of 
his  colleague,  though  he  had  been  struck  at  what 
.seemed  a suspicious  black  privateer  streak  about 
the  resolution,  and  he  had  pointed  to  it  accordingly 
in  the  way  of  caution.  Mr.  B.  added  that  lie  would 
vote  for  the  resolution,  however  he  might  deprecate 
the  inflammatory  air  which  had  needlessly  been 
given  to  it. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  resolution 
adopted  with  few  dissenting  voices. 

Petitions  were  then  calWi  for,  when  petitions  re- 
lating to  the  subject  of  slavery  were  presented  by- 
Messrs.  Briggs,  Parmenter,  and  Grennell, 

Mr.  Reed  having  presented  one  which  prayed 
that  commercial  and  diplomatic  relations  might  be 
established  with  the  republic  of  Hayti, 

Mr.  Wise  raised  the  question  of  reception;  and 
the  chair  having  pronounced  that  question  debata- 
ble, it  was  argued  at  length  by  Mr.  Mams  and  Mr. 
Wise,  till, without  deciding  it,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  18.  The  house  resumed  the  unfin- 
ished business  of  yesterday,  being  the  petition  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Reed  from  certain  citizens  of  Nan- 
tucket, Mass,  praying  that  commercial  and  diplo- 
matic relations  might  be  established  with  the  repub- 
lic of  Hayti. 

The  question  was  on  Ihe  objection  toils  reception 
raised  by  Mr.  Wise,  viz:  “ Shall  this  petition  be  re- 
ceived ?” 

Mr.  Grennell  addressed  the  house  at  some  length 
in  favor  of  the  right  of  petition  generally,  and  of  the 
legitimacy  of  the  object  prayed  for  in  ihe  present. 

Mr.  Fillmore  made  an  appeal  to  the  house  to  post- 
pone the  debate  till  the  states  had  been  called  through 
lor  petitions,  no  opportunity  having  yet  offered  tor 
that  purpose  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Loomis  then  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  receive  on 
the  table,  which  took  precedence  of  Mr.  Loomis’s 
motion. 

Mr.  Cushing  inquired  if  the  effect  of  Mr.  Wise’s 
motion,  should  it  prevail,  would  not  be  to  refuse  to 
receive  the  petition  ? 

The  Speaker  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  yeas  69,  nays  120,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Banks,  Bonn,  Bynum,  J.  Calhoon, 
Cambreleng,  W.B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter, 
Chapman,  Cheatham,  Cleaveland,  Clowney,  Coles, 
Connor,  Craig,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Dennis, 
Glasscock,  James  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grif- 
fin, Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hoffman, 
Holsey,  Holt,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hun- 
ter, Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson.  Wm.  C. 


Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Legare,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Mal- 
lory, James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Abraham  McClellan, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Pearce,  Pope,  Pratt,  Rencher, 
Rhett,  Robertson,  A.  PI.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard, 
Shields,  Southgate,  Sianley,  Stuart,  Stone,  Taliaferro, 
John  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jo- 
seph L.  Williams,  C.  PI.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Yell 
— 69. 

N A\  S — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Andrews, Ath- 
erton, Avcrigg,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bieknell,  Biddle, 
Birdsall,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Bronson,  Buchanan, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Casey,  Chambers,  Childs,  Coffin, 
Corwin, Cranston,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davee,  Davies’ 
DeGraffi  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Evans,  Evereiq 
Ewing,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Fry,  Janies  Garland,  Gid- 
dings,  William  Graham,  Grant,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hall, 
Hammond,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,’ 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Plubley,  Ingham,  T.  B.  "Jackson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keirn,  Kemble, 
Kliugensmiih,  Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Loomis,  Marvin, 
Samson  Mason,  May,  Maxwell,  McKay,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Mur- 
ray, Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Paynter, 
Peck,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Potts,  Putnam,  Kariden,  Ran- 
dolph, Reed,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Robinson,  Russell.  Sal- 
tonstall,  Shefier,  Sheplar,  Sibley,  Slade,  Snyder,  Spen- 
cer, Stratton,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Toucey,  Turney,  Underwood,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Web- 
ster, Weeks,  A.  S.  White,  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Will- 
iams, Worthington,  Yorke — 120. 

The  previous  question  was  then  carried,  and  the 
main  question,  on  the  reception  of  the  petition, 
ordered,  thereon  Mr.  Cushman  demanded  tlie  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  also  ordered,  and  were  yeas 
159,  nays  32,  as  follows: 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Ale-xander,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne, 
Bell,  Bieknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden, 
Bronson,  Buchanan,  W.B.  Calhoun,  Cambrelen°r,  W. 
B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey',  Chambers,  Chaney,  (Cheat- 
ham, Childs,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coffin,  Connor,  Cor- 
win, Craig,  Crary,  Cranston,  Cushing,  Cuslunan,  Dar- 
lington, Davee,  Davies,  DeGrafF,  Dromgoole  Duncan, 
Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Farrington, 
Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Fry, 
James  Garland,  Giddings,  Goode,  William  Graham, 
Grantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Grennell,  Haley,  Flail, 
Hammond,  Plainer,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Harper,  Hast-1 
ings,  Henry,  Herod,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley, 
Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Kemble,  Kennedy,  Klingensmiih,  Leadbetter,  Lincoln, 
Loomis,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maxwell,  McKay, 
Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Murray,  Naylor,  Noy  es,  Ogle,  Parker,  Pa’r- 
menier,  Parris,  Paynter,  Pearce,  Peck,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Plumer,  Potts,  Pratt,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Robinson.  Rumsey, 
Russell,  Salronstall,  Shcplor,  Sibley,  Slade,  Snyder, 
Southgate,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Stratton,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Tillinghast,  'Poland,  Toucey,  Turney,  Underwood, Vail, 
Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  A.  S. White, 
John  White,  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Worth- 
ington, Vorke — 159. 

NAYS — Messrs.  J.  Calhoon,  J.  Campbell,  Coles, 
Crockett,  Dawson,  Dennis,  Glascock,  James  Graham, 
Griffin,  Ilavvkins,  Haynes,  Jenifer,  Wm.  C.  Johnson, 
Legare,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Martin,  Miller,  Pope, 
Rhett,  Robertson,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard. 
Shields,  Stanlv,  Stone,  Towns,  L.  Williams,  Wise! 
Word,  and  Yell— 32. 

So  the  house  decided  that  the  memorial  should  he 
received. 

Mr.  Reed  then  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Stuart  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  on  which 
motion  Mr.  Reed  called  for  the  yeas  arid  nays,  and, 
being  ordered,  they  were  yeas  84,  nays  102,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Aycrig?,  Banks,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Campbell, 
John  Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Cheatham,  Cleaveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig, 
Crockett,  Dawson,  Dennis,  Farrington,  Glascock.  J. 
Graham,  Grantland,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Hai- 
rison,  Havves,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hubley,  Jabez  Jack- 
son,  Jenifer,  PI.  Johnson,  Jos.  Johnson,"  William  Cost 
Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Legare, 
Lewis,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  R. 
McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  Menefee,  Miller,  Montgo- 
mery, Moore,  Parker,  Paynter,  Pearce,  Petrikin,  Pope, 
Pratt,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Rives,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  A. 
PI.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Southgate- 
Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone,  Taliaferro,  Titus,  Towns,  Wage- 
ner, L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Word,  Worthington,  Yell — 84 
NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Anders«n,  Andrews,  Bieknell,  Biddle,  Ro-  d,  Borden, 
Briggs,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Casey, 
Clark,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cushing,  Cushman, 
Darlington,  Davee,  Davies,  De  Graff,  Dromgoole,  Dun 
can,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  R.  Fletcher,  I, 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Fry,  Giddings,  Goode,  Wm. 
Graham,  Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Flarlan, 
Plarper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Kemble,  Kennedy,  Klingen- 
srmth,  Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Loomis,  Marvin,  S.  Mason, 
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MuKennaa,  Million,  Morgan,  Murray,  Naylor,  Noble, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Panne  iter,  Peek,  Phelps  Plainer,  Polls, 
Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ruly.vay,  Robin- 
soil,  Russell,  Salionstull,  tineffer,  Sibley,  Slade,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Snaitoii,  Taylor,  Tnom  is,  Tillmghas:, 'Poland, 
Toncev,  Turney,  Underwood,  Vail,  Webster,  Weeks, 
A.  S.  Waite,  J.  Waite,  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  J. 
L.  Williams,  Yorke — 103. 

So  the  house  refused  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the 
table;  il  was  then  ret  i ed  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs  without  a division. 

Mr.  Grennr.ll  had  yesterday  presented  a similar 
memorial,  which,  sub  silenlio,  had  taken  the  same,  re- 
ference, and  afterwards, 

Mr.  Wise  said  that,  finding  himself,  on  a question 
of  such  a character,  in  a minority  of  only  thirty- 
two,  he  would  give  up  ihe  point,  and  interpose  no 
further  obstacle  than  a simple  negative.  He  ac- 
cordingly withdrew  his  motion  to  reconsider,  and  ) 
that  petition  was  also  referred  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs. 

Sundry  memorials,  chiefly  praying  for  the  aboli- 
tion ot  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the 
slave  trade  m the  United  States,  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Hastings,  Fletcher,  Lincoln,  and  Saltonstall, 
Among  those  presented  by  the  latter  gentleman  was 
one  of  a similar  tendency  to  those  i:i  relation  to 
H.iyli,  and  upon  it. 

Mr.  Legure  raised  the  question  of  reception,  and 
argued  I lie  propriety  of  rejecting  it  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Cushman  moved  the  previous  question,  but 
the  house  refused  to  second  it,  ayes  7o,  uoeS  S3. 

Mr  SatlonslaU  then  replied  at  length  to  Mr.  Le- 
gare,  and  in  favor  of  the  reception  of  the  memorial, 
and  at  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  without  tak- 
ing the  question. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  19.  Mr.  Adams,  from  the  se- 
lect committee  on  duelling,  reported  a bill  lo  pro- 
hibit the  giving  or  accepting  ( within  the  District  of 
Columbia)  of  a challenge  to  fight  a duel,  and  for 
the  punishment  thereof;  twice  read  ami  committed. 

Mr.  C r.nbrcleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  protection  of  the  northern  frontier  of  the  United 
States;  and  a bill  making  appropriations  for  tile  pay- 
ment of  liie  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1839. 

Toe  unfinished  business  was  the  memorial  pre- 
sented yesterday  by  Mr  Siillonstall  from  the  citi- 
zens ot  the  town  of  Converse,  in  Massachusetts, 
praying  lor  the  establishment  of  international  rela- 
tions with  ilayti. 

The  pending  question  bping  on  (lie  objection  of 
Mr.  Legare —••Snail  (lie  petition  be  received?” 

Mr.  Harrison  said  in  view  of  the  shortness  of  the 
session,  ilie  little  business  already  done,  and  Ihe 
numerous  petitions  from  other  states  awaiting  an 
opportunity  for  presentation,  he  thought  the  discus 
siou  on  this  question  should  be  closed,  a-id  there- 
fore he  demanded  the  previous  question;  which 
being  carried  through  all  its  stages  without  a divi- 
sion, the  petition  was  received,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Saltonstall,  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams,  in  the  apprehension,  he 
said,  that  the  balance  of  this  session  would  be  con- 
sumed in  the  discussion  of  questions  relating  to  the 
reception  of  petitions,  asked  leave  to  submit  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  die  following  be  added  to  and  consti- 
tute one  of  ihe  standing  rules  of  this  house.  “If  upon  the 
presentation  of  a peiition  objection  be  made  to  re- 
ceiving the  same,  the  question  shall  bo  put  and  decided 
without  debate.” 

Objections  were. made,  and  Mr.  M.  moved  a sus- 
pension of  the  rules,  on  which  motion  Mr.  Slade  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays,  which,  being  ordered 
were  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs,  J.  W.  Alien,  Anderson,  Andrews, 
Banks,  Beers,  Bickneli,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bronson,  By- 
num, Casev,  Chambers,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Clow- 
ney,  Coles,  Connor,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman, 
De(irulf,  Duncan  E.ving,  Farrington,  Fillmore,  Fry, 
Gallup,  J.  G.irlauJ,  Glascock,  Grantlaud,  Graves, 
Gray,  Gridin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Henry,  Herod,  Holt,  Hopkins,  HovvarJ,  Hub- 
ley,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  W.  C'. 
Johnson,  N.  J mes,  J.  \V.  Jones,  Keiin,  Kemble,  Ken- 
nedy, L adbener,  Lyon.  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A. 
McClellan,  Mercer,  MJler,  M mtgomery,  Morgan, 
Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Petrikin,  Pnelps,  Pratt, 
Rives,  A.  II.  S.iepperd,  Sheplor,  Southgate,  Spencer, 
Stuart,  S one,  Taliaferro,  Titus,  Turney,  Underwood, 
Vail,  Vauderveer,  Wagener,  Weeks,  A.  S.  While,  J. 
While,  S.  Williams,  Worthington,  and  Yell — 90. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  llernun  Allen, 
Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Beatty,  Bell,  Borden,  Briggs,  Bu- 
chanan, William  ii.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Canibre- 
leng,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carier,  Chaney,  Clark, 
Collin,  Corwin,  Cransto  i,  Crockett,  Cashing,  Dawson, 
Davpe,  Davies,  Dennis,  Drongoole,  Evaiis,  Everett, 
Fairfield,  R.  Fletcher,  Foster,  Ciddings,  Goode,  Jas. 
Graham,  W Graham,  Grennell,  Hall,  Hamer,  Harlan, 


Harper,  Hastings,  ilawes,  Ingham,  Jenifer,  Lewis, 
Lincoln,  Mallory,  Marvin,  .1.  M.  Mason,  S.  Mason, 
Martin,  Maury,  Maxwell,  AIcKiuinan,  Menelee,  Mit- 
chell, M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Par- 
menter,  Pearce,  Peck,  Potts,  S.  S.  Prentiss,  Putnam, 
Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reily,  Rhett,  Ridgwny,  J. 
Robertson,  Ik  Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Saltonstall, 
Sawyer,  Smeller,  C.  Shepard,  S, fields,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Snyder,  S.auly,  S. ration, Swearingen,  Thomas,  Tilling- 
luis’,  Poland,  Toueey,  Wn  itlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  J. 
W.  Williams,  J.  L.  Wit:  ains,  C.  il.  Williams,  Wise, 
Word,  and  Yorke — 101. 

So  the  House  retused  lo  consider  the  resolution. 

The  following  message,  in  writing,  was  received 
from  the  president  of  tile  United  Stales: 

To  the  house  of  rejiresentatives  of  the  United  States: 

1 transmit  the  accompanying  documents,  marked 
from  1 to  5,  in  reply  to  a resolution  of  yesterday’s  date,  ! 
calling  for  copies  of  correspondence  between  the  ex- 
ecutive of  die  general  government  and  the  governor  ol 
Pennsylvania,  in  relation  lo  “a  call  of  the  latter  lor  an 
armed  force  of  United  States  troups  since  the  present 
session  of  congress,”  and  requiring  information  “whe- 
ther any  officer  of  tile  United  Stales  instigated  or  par- 
ticipaied’’  in  the  riotous  proceedings  referred  to  in  die 
resolution,  and  “what  measures,  it  any,  the  president 
has  taken  to  investigate  and  punish  the  said  acts;  and 
whether  any  such  oliieer  still  remains  in  the  service  ol 
the  United  States.’’  M.  Van  Buren. 

Washington,  Dee.  13,  1833. 

The  accompanying  documents,  which  were  very 
voluminous,  were  read  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Mason,  of 
Onio. 

Mr.  Naylor  moved  the  reference  of  all  the  pa- 
pers lo  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  ol  the 
union,  and  dial  they  be  printed,  and  commented,  at 
some  length,  on  the  series  of  events  disclosed  in 
them. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  to  lay  them  on  the  table 
and  print,  but  withdrew  the  m fiioii,  (on  that  gentle- 
man’s promise  lo  renew  it,)  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Poller,  who  deprecated  any  further  agitation 
of  this  subject  here,  as  all  the  difficulties  at  Harris- 
burg were  now  in  a train  of  peaceable  adjustment. 
Mr.  P.  renewed  (lie  [notion  lo  lay  on  Ihe  table  and 
print,  and  it  prevailed. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  called  up  the  motion  made  sever- 
al dvys  since  by  Mr.  Cambreleng  lor  the  reference  of 
the  subject  ot  Mr.  Swart  wont’s  defalcations  to  a 
select  committee,  it  having  been  postponed  at  Mr. 
M’s.  request. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  now  modified  bis  motion  in  the 
following  form: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  communication  of  the 
president  of  the  United  Sla  es  of  the  Sill  of  December, 
1833,  as  relates  to  the  default  of  Samuel  Swartvvout,  be 
referred  to  a select  committee,  and  that  so  much  as  re- 
lates to  ihe  adoption  of  t irther  measures  tor  increasing 
the  public  security  against  similar  defalcations,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  commute  of  ways  and  means,. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  refer  the  whole  subject  fo  a 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  slate  of  the  union, 
and  addressed  the  house  at  length  in  support  of  his 
motion,  and  in  a general  review  ol  ihe  alleged  frauds 
of  officers  charged  with  the  public  moneys,  opposing 
the  reference  lo  a select  committee  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  be  “packed,”  and  therefore  produce 
nothing  moie  than  a white-washing  report.  After 
proceeding  about  an  hour,  Mr.  VV.  yielded  the 
floor  to 

Air.  Stanly,  who  moved  an  adjournment,  on 
which  motion 

Mr.  Duncan  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the 
house  refused  to  order  them,  and  immediately  ad- 
journed. 

Thursday,  Dec.  20^  Air.  Wise  made  an  ineffec- 
tual eliort  to  induce  the  house  lo  proceed  with  the 
subject  of  the  late  defalcations  in  the  New  York 
custom  house. 

Petitions  and  orders  were  then  called  for  in  the 
order  of  slates,  resuming  with  Alassachusetts,  the 
point  where  the  call  was' last  left  olf.  Among  them 
were  the  lollowing: 

Air.  Adams  presented  a petition  from  citizens  of 
New'Hampshiro,  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  ol 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  A.  then  rose  and  said,  there  is  in  this  petition 
a prayer  that  the  petitioners  may  be  permitted  to  be 
heard  by  counsel,  or  by  themselves.  It  is  a prayer 
to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  Ibis  house',  and  as  1 do  not 
understand  that  to  be  included  within  the  resolution 
recently  adopted,  1 move  that  so  much  of  tiie  peti- 
tion as  prays  for  leave  to  be  beard  at  the  bar  of  Ibis 
house  be  granted. 

The  Speaker,  however,  ruled  otherwise,  and  Ilia! 
the  prayer  to  be  heard  in  support  of  the  petition 
cohered  with  the  petition  itself,  and  must  go  on  the 
table  under  the  operation  of  Mr.  Atherton’s  fifth 
resolution. 

Air.  Adams  appealed  from  that  decision,  contend- 
ing that  the  prayer  referred  to  was  a distinct  and 
separate  thing  from  the  petition  referred  lo,  and  was 
not  included  in  the  intended  operation  of  that  reso- 
lution. 


The  prayer  for  petitioners  to  be  heard  at  the  bar, 
he  held  lo  be  a very  essential  part  of  the  right  ot 
petition,  which  had  not  yet  been  denied,  and,  wish- 
ing the  formal  decision  of  the  house  upon  it,  he  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Tne  Speaker  reiterated  his  decision,  and  Mr. 
Adams  his  objections  to  it,  substantially,  us  above. 

Air.  Cushman,  moved  to  lay  the  motion  of  lVlr.  A. 
on  the  table,  but,  on  the  understanding  that  the  din 
iect  question  on  the  appeal  would  be  taken  without 
further  debate,  be  withdrew  it. 

Air.  Mercer  stated  that  it  would  he  a solecism  to 
grant  Air  Adams’s  request.  Under  the  resolution 
referred  to,  no  member  of  (he  house  could  debate  the 
question  of  slavery  or  abolition,  and  yet  the  gentle- 
man asked  a privilege  for  these  memorialists  which 
the  bouse  bad  denied  lo  its  own  members. 

Mr.  James  Garland  enquired  from  llte  gentleman 
of  Massachusetts  whether  Ihe  petitioners  did  not 
ask  to  be  beard  at  the  bar  of  the  bouse  lo  advocate 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Adams  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  “Shall  the  decision 
of  tile  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house?” 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  180,  nays  8,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Alessrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Aycrigg, 
Banks,  Beany,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bickneli,  Birdsall, 
Boon,  Briggs,  Brodhead, Bronson,  Buchanan.  Bynuiii, 
John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  William  B.  Campbell, 
John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Cheat- 
ham, Clark,  Cleaveiand,  Clowney,  Coffin,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Corwin,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Cransion,  Crockett, 
Cashing  Cushman,  Dawson,  Davee,  Dc  Graff,  Dennis, 
Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Everett,  Ew- 
ing, Farrington,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Garland,  Giddings, 
Glascock,  Goode,  Jas.  Graham,  William  Graham, 
Gantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Grennel,  Griffin, 
Haley,  Hall,  Halsied,  Hunnnond,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henry,  Herod,  Holt,  Hop- 
kins, Howard,  Hublev,  YVm.  Id.  Hunter,  Robert  M. 
T.  Hunter,  Tiros.  B.  Jackson,  Jabez.  Jackson,  Jenifer, 
Henry  Johnson,  Josepn  Johnson,  Wiliiam  Cost  John- 
son, Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  ICeim,  Kem- 
ble, Kennedy,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Lead  better,  Lin- 
coln, Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Mar- 
lin, Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKay,  A.  McClellan, 
AIcKen  nan,  Menefec,  Alerter,  Milligan,  Miller.  Mit- 
chell, Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Calvary  Morris, 
Murray,  Noble,  Ogie,  Palirer,  Parker,  Parmenter, 
Parris,  Paynter,  Pearce,  Peck,  P.  trikin,  Phelps,  Pla- 
iner, Pope,  Pratt,  Sergeant  S.  Premiss,  Pulnam,  Rari- 
den, Randolph,  Reily,  Reneher,  Rhett,  Rives,  John 
Robertson,  Rumsey,  Shefter,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Slade,  South- 
gate,  Spencer.  Stanly,  Stuart,  Slone,  Straiten,  Swear- 
ingen, Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thus,  'Poland, 
Toueey,  Turney,  Underwood,  Vail,  Vauderveer,  Web- 
ster, Weeks,  Albert  S.  While,  John  White,  Whittlesey. 
Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, Jos.  J ..  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
Word,  Worthington,  and  Yell — 180. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Dar- 
lington, Davies,  Evans,  Potts,  Ridgway,  and  Tilling- 
hast  —8. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  a petilion  praying  for  (lie 
recognition  of  the  republic  of  ilayti;  and  bo  moved 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, with  instructions  to-consider  and  report  upon 
it. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  asked  a division  of  the  question; 
that  is  to  sav,  first  on  the  reference,  and,  secondly, 
on  the  instructions. 

Air.  Adams  gave  as  a reason  for  his  moving  the 
instructions  the  fact  that  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations  (Mr.  Howard,) 
when  a similar  petition  was  presented  a day  or  two 
since,  said  that  similar  petitions  had  heretofore  been 
referred  to  that  committee,  and  that  nothing  more 
was  heard  of  them. 

Air.  A.  was  proceeding  further  when  he  was  ar- 
rested in  his  remarks  under  the  rule  which  pre- 
scribes that  no  petition  shall  be  debated  on  the  day 
ofits  presentation;  and  the  chair  stated  that  the  pe- 
tition would  lie  over  one  day. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  having  stated  to  the  house, 
(o  the  country,  arid  to  the  petitioners,  Ihe  reasons 
why  he  moved  these  instructions  he  now  withdrew 
them,  for  he  feared  the  order  for  a petition  to  lie 
over  one  day  would  be  equivalent  to  its  indefinite 
postponement. 

The  petition  was  then  referred  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Adams  then  presented  a pelilion  of  a similar 
character,  and  moved  the  same  reference  with  the 
instructions,  stating  that  he  did  so  for  the  purpose 
of  having  the  question  debated,  if  it  should  even  be 
reached. 

The  petition  was;  accordingly,  ordered  to  lie  over 
one  day  under  the  rule. 

_ Mr.  Cushing  presented  a petition  from  certain 
citizens  of  Salisbury,  Aiass.,  praying  congress  to 
enact  laws  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  Trade  in 
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tli;-  Disuict  of  Columbia,  and  tin?  slave  trade  be-  bavii  g withdrawn  his  proposition  to  repeal  the  said 
tween  the  states,  anil  lor  other  objects.  law:  The  discussion  was  continued  at  length,  Mr. 

Mr.  C.  saul  he  would  avail  himself  of  that  oppor-  Daria  a vocating,  and  'Mr.  Strange  opposing  Mr. 
tunily  of  stating  that,  in  -nbmitting  to  the.  appliea-  ] Wall's  amendment,  when  il  was  decided  in  the  neg- 


tion  of  the  fifth  of  the  resolutions  of  the  12lh  De- 
ceuib  t to  this  petition,  he  protested  that  he  yield- 
ed, not  to  right,  but  to  power;  conceiving  said 
resolution  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  in  itsell  purely 
nuil  and  void.  Which  protest  he  desired  to  have 
entered  on  the  journal. 

The  speaker  ruled  it  to  be  out  of  order. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  further  presented: 

From  Rhode  Island,  by  Messrs.  Tillinghast  and 
Cranston. 

From  Connecticut,  by  Messrs.  Haley,  Holt,  Tou- 
cey,  and  Whittlesey. 

From  Vermont,  by  Messrs.  Hall,  Slade,  Everett, 
Allen,  and  Fletcher. 

From  New  York,  by  Messrs.  Fillmore,  Parker, 
Kemble,  Taylor,  Gray’,  Andrews,  Vandcrveer, 
Spencer,  Jones,  Grant,  DeGraif,  Bronson.  Marvin, 
Russell,  McClellan,  Huffman,  Mitchell,  Edwards, 
Putnam,  Soapy,  and  peck. 

From  New  jersey,  by  Mr.  Yorke. 

From  Pennsylvania,  by  Messrs.  Henry,  Sheffer, 
Pinui'er,  Hammond,  Hubley,  McKeunan,  Naylor, 
Tolaml,  OJe,  and  Morris. 

From  Delaware,  by  Mr.  Milligan. 

Froth  Maryland,  by  Messrs.  Howard,  Johnson, 
Kennedy,  Jenifer,  and  Thomas. 

From  Virginia,  by  Messrs.  Beirne,  Mallory, 
Craig,  Taliaferro,  Garland,  Hopkins,  and  Merer  r. 

From  North  Carolina,  by  Messrs.  Stanly,  Ben- 
cher, and  Graham. 

Fro, u South  Carolina,  by. Mr.  Legare. 

Fro, ti  Georgia,  by  Messrs.  Haynes,  Glascock,  and 
Dawson. 

From  Kentucky,  by  Messrs.  Harlan,  Southgate, 
Graves,  Underwood,  S.  Williams,  and  Menefee. 

Fro  ,i  Tennessee,  by  Messrs.  Stone,  Carter,  Tur- 
ney, Cheatham,  Shields,  J.L. Williams,  the  Speaker, 
anil  Crockett. 

From  Ohio,  by  Messrs.  Mason,  Bond,  Giddings, 
C.  Morris,  Htt  iter,  Duhcatt,  Ridgway,  Sheplor, 
Allen,  Harper,  and  Goode. 

From  Louisiana.,  by  Mr.  Garland. 

From  Indiana,  by  Messrs.  E a ing,  Herod,  Rari- 
den,  Graham.  Dunn,  and  Goode. 

Fiom  Mississippi,  by  Mr.  Word. 

Fro  it  Illinois,  by  Messrs.  Casey  and  Snyder. 

From  Alabama,  by  Messrs.  Chapman,  Lewis, 
Lyon,  and  Martin.  . 

From  Missouri,  by  Messrs.  Harrison  and  Miller. 
From  Arkansas,  by  Mr.  Yell.  From  Michigan,  by 
JVlr.  Crury.  From  Florida,  by  Mr.  Downing.  From 
Wisconsin,  by  Mr.  Jones.  From  Iowa,  by  Mr. 
Chapman. 


ative  by  the  following  vole: 

Y EAS — Messrs.  Buchanan, Davis,  Hubbaid,  Knight. 
Puree,  Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Swift, 
Wall,  Williams,  of  Me. — 11. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Aiu.,  Dayton,  Crittenden,  Fulton,  King, 
Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norveil,  Rives, 
Robinson,  St ra nge, Tipton, W.-.lker, Wright, Young,  21. 
It  was  passed  in  its  original  form.  Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday , December  21.  As  soon  as  the  journal  of 
yesterday  was  lead,  Mr.  Cushing  moved  to  amend 
it  by  inserting  tin  rein  the  following: 

‘•Mr.  Cushing  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Young  and  others,  of  Salisbuiy,  in  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  winch  was  laid  on  the  table  under 
the  resolution  ol  the  house  oolite  12th  of  Decem- 
ber; and  on  presenting  the  same,  Mr.  Cushing  pro- 
tested that,  in  submitting  to  the  application  of  said 
resolution  to  this  petition,  he  yielded  not  to  right, 
but  to  power,  conceiving  said. resolution  to  be  un- 
constitutional. and  therefore  in  itself  purely  null 
and  void;  which  prottst  he  moved  to  have  entered 
on  the  jotunal.  But  1 he  speaker  decided  that  the 
motion  was  not  in  Older.” 

Mr.  Dromgoole  and  Mr.  Howard  opposed  the 
motion  on  the  ground  that  by  this  process  any  gen- 
tleman might  evade  a decision  of  the  cause  against 
putting  their  protest  on  the  journal;  because,  by  a 
motion  (bade  the  d ty  after,  so  worded  as  to  embrace 
the  paper  itself,  whichever  way  the  house  decided, 
it  w ould  still  go  ou  the  record.  The  former  gentle- 
man designated  such  motions  as  mere  pretexts,  or 
devices,  to  defy  the  decision  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Cushing  begged  leave  to  suggest  that  this 
was  no  more  a pretext  or  device  than  any  other 
motion,  the  house  frequently  entertaining  such  mo- 
tions, and,  besides,  he  had  made  it  according  to  the 
established  rules  of  the  house,  whether  they  were 
erroneous  in  practice  or  not. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  and  Mr.  Howard  both  expressed 
a wish  that  a motion  would  be  made  to-moi row  to 
strike  the  entry  of  this  motion  from  the  journal. 

Mr.  Adams  would  inform  the  gentleman  that  even 
that  process  would  not  answer,  for  the  very  motion 
to  expunge  must  goon  the  journal,  and  must  neces- 
sarily recapitulate  what  was  proposed  to  be  ex- 
punged. It  was  in  vain  thus  to  endeavor  to  keep 
oif  the  journal  of  the  house  important  facts,  which 
ought  to  tie  recorded  in  it. 

Mr.  Wise  said  tie  should  go  with  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  it  the  house  was  about  to  enter 
on  the  expunction  process,  for  he  wanted  to  ‘'keep” 


■ ...  ...  , , ■ , the  i ou  in  al  ol  ihese  proceedings,  to  preserve  the 

Most  ot  these  peti  tons  were  on  private  subjects,  , J ...  1 , , , 

11  sl  , . I 1 _ , J _ J.,  facts.  It  a motion  was  made,  whether  it  was 

adopted  or  rejected,  he  wished  the  journal  to  show 


praying  for  pensions,  post  routes,  settlements  of 
claims,  &c.  From  the  states  of  Rhode  island,  Con- 
necticut, Vermont,  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania, 
a considerable  number  were  for  the  ab  ilition  of 
slavery  itt  the  District  of  Columbi  a,  and  the  slave 
trade  in  the  states;  remonstrating  against  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas, -and  asking  for  the  establishment 
of  international  relations  with  the  republic  of  Hayti. 

A few  resolutions  for  the  settlein  mt  of  private 
claims  and  the  establishment  of  post  routes  having 
been  submitted  and  agreed  to,  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday’s  proceedings — senate. 

Dec.  21.  Petitions  and  memorials  were  present- 
ed by  Messrs'.  T'p'on,  Tallmadge,  Smith,  of  Conn., 
Davis,  Wall,  Walker,  King,  and  Hubbard. 

The  Vice  President  communicated  lo  the  senate  a 
letter  from  the  treasury  department,  in  relation  to 
carrying  into  effect  the  tieaty  of  the  20th  October, 
1832,  with  the  Chickasaw  Indians 

Mr.  Tipt  rn,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
repoi  ted  a bill  relinquishing  the  reversionary  inter- 
est ot  the  U.  S ates  to  certain  Indian  reservations 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  re- 
ported a bdl  to  prohibit  trie  giving  or  accepting,  with- 
in the  District  of  Columbia,  a challenge  to  fight  a duel, 
and  for  the  punishment  thereof,  with  amendments. 

Also,  from  the  same  cominiuittee,  the  bill  to  abol- 
ish imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.'  Crittenden,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  pre- 
vent the  interference  of  certain  officeisol  the  federal 
government  in  elections,  which  was  referred  lo  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Tne  resolution  introduced  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Smith,  of  lnd.,  instructing  the  committee  on  com- 
merce to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  steamboat  law  of  last  session  in  certain  particu- 
lars, was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Tne  house  bill,* making  partial  appropriations  (oi- 
ls ’» then  came  up  ou  the  question  of  Mr. 
Wall’s  a-yien  bn  uit  to  annex  to  it  a clause  appro - 
priatiiig  $2jJ,0iK)  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
the  pension  act  of  7tu  July,  1833,  Mr.  Crittenden 


it.  But  adopt  the  Bantonian  practice,  still  they 
had  got  to  show  what  had  been  expunged;  but  if 
they  attempted  that  process,  drawing  black  lines 
around  it,  where,  let  him  ask,  is  the  instrument 
now  in  this  house  who  will  carry  the  pen,  with  the 
ink  in  it,  to  the  executive  mansion,  as  a trophy  of 
executive  victory?  Mr.  W.  demanded  the  previous 
question,  which  prevailed. 

Mr.  Montgomeiy  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question,  which  were  ordered;  and  after 
a few  in i n u t - s conversation  thereon  between  Messrs. 
Cushing,  TiPinghast,  Bell,  Unde  mood,  and  Evans, 
the  vote  was  taken,  and  resulted  thus:  yeas,  14, 
nays  174,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Borden,  Win. 
B.  Cailmun,  Cushing,  Davies,  Richard  Fietcher,  Gid- 
dings, Hastings,  Lincoln,  Calvary  Morris,  Potts,  E. 
Robinson,  Sal  onsiall,  ami  Tillinghas: — 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  An- 
drews, Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Banks,  Bea  ty,  Beers,  Bell, 
Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsalf,  Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Briggs, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon, 
Cambrele.ng,  William  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell, 
Carer,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Clark,  Cleaveland, 
Ciowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dawson, 
DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans, 
EvereP,  Ewing,  Farrington,  Raac  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Fry,  Gallup,  Jas.  Garland,  Glascock,  Goode,  Grant- 
land,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Flail,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley, 
Wm.  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham, 
Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  .1  rseph  Johnson, 
William  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kennedy,  Klingensmith.  Legare,  Load- 
better,  Loomis,  Lyon.  Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 
Mar’in,  Maury,  May.  Maxwell.  McKay,  Robert 
McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan.  McKennan.  Mene- 
fee, Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Montgomery,  Morgan, 
Mathias  Morris,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Murray,  Naylor, 
Noble,  Noyes,  Pannenter,  Parris,  Pavitter,  Peck, 
Pennybacker,  Petrilcin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope, 
Pratt,  JoiinH.  Prentiss,  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss,  Putnam, 


Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Renchcr,  Ridgway,  Rives 
Ramsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Augusdne  H.  Shepperd( 
Charles  Shepard,  Suieids,  Sheplor,  Slade,  Snyder, 
Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone,  Siratton, 
Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Titus,  'Poland,  Tou- 
cey,  Towns,  Turney,  Underwood,  Vail,  Vanderveer, 
Wage ner,  Weeks,  John  White,  Whittlerey,  Lewis 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  J.  W.  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Worthing- 
ton, Yell,  and  Yorke— 174. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ct'shing  to  amend  the  jour- 
nal was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Maiicry,  on  leave,  submitted  the  following  ! 
resolution,  winch  lies  over  one  day,  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  directed 
to  inform  this  house  what  measures,  if  any,  had  been 
taken  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  of  1836,  making  an  j 
appropriation  for  the  selection  of  sites,  ami  the  erec- 
tion of  marine  barracks,  at  Charleston,  Gosport,  and 
Pensacola. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng , the  committees 
were  called  rn  for  reports,  and  a nun, her  of  pension 
bills  were  r.  ported;  the  following  were  the  only  ones 
of  a public  cnai  acler. 

By  Mr  Cambreleng,  from  he  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  a bill  making  appropriations  for  the  current 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  department, 
and  tor  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indians. 

A bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service 
for  the  year  1839. 

A bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
(lie  army  for  the  year  1839. 

And  a bill  more  eliectually  (o  prevent  frauds  in 
the  collection,  keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement 
of  lire  public  revenue,  and  to  punish  public  defaulters. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  toads  and 
canals,  reported  a bill  giving  the  assent  of  congress 
(o  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  en- 
titled “an  act  to  amend  an  act  incorporating  the  Fal- 
mouth and  Alexandria  railroad  company,”  which 
passed  February  2d,  1836. 

This  bill  excited  considerable  discussion.' 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  its  engrossment,  stating  that  it 
invalued  no  appropiiation,  conferred  no  privileges, 
and  was  a mere  permission  to  the  company  to  ex- 
tend their  road  through  the  District. 

Mr.  Petrilcin  moved  the  commitment  of  the  bill 
to  a committee  of  the  whole,  giving  as  a reason  for 
that  motion  that  more  examination  was  requisite 
than  had  been  afforded,  and  lie  desij  i d so  to  amend  it 
as  to  compel  the  company  to  transport  the  mail  at 
a fair  rale  of  compensation. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  replied  that,  in  the  present 
case  the  general  government  could  have  but  little 
influence  over  Ihe  lailroad,  for  it  was  only  three  or 
four  miles  from  this  place  to  the  lihe  of  the  state. 
The  influence  of  the  government,  therefore,  could 
only  extend  three  or  four  miles  over  the  route. 
And  was  it  worth  while,  under  these  c.ii cumslances, 
to  retard  the  progress  of  this  bill,  when  there  was 
scarcely  a dissenting  voice  against  it?  The  com- 
pany simply  asked  ihe  privilege  to  pass  the  lands 
ol  the  district  itt  the  same  manner  as  the  state  of 
Virginia  has  given  the  privilege  to  pass  the  lauds 
of  the  citizens  over  that  part  of  the  route.  More- 
over, the  bill  had  heretofore  undergone  the  fullest 
examination,  and  had  already  passed  the  house  two 
or  three  times. 

Mr.  Petrilcin  still  insisted  on  his  motion, 'which 
was  also  sustained  hv  Mr.  Haynes,  and  it  was  op- 
posed further  by  Messrs.  Mercer,  W.  C.  Johnson, 
and  Pope,  when  it  was  disagreed  to  by  the  house 
without  a division,  and,  Mr.  Mercer’s  motion  pre- 
vailing, the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  consideration  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng for  tile  appointment  of  a select  committee  to 
investigate  the  defalcations  of  Samuel  Swartwout, 
late  collector  of  the  customs  at  New  York,  then 
came  up  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  Wise  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  but  he  yield- 
ed it  temporarily  to 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Va.,  who  laid  on  the  table  the 
followingsnbstitute, which  he  proposed  to  submit  for 
the  original  motion: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  president’s  message  as 
relates  to  the  defalcation  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late 
collector  of  New  York,  be  referred  to  a select  commit- 
tee of  nine  members,  to  be  chosen  by  ballot;  and  that 
said  committee  do  further  inquire  into  the  alleged  de- 
falcation of  Wm.  M.  Price,  late  district  attorney  of  the 
same  city;  and  into  any  other  defalcations  or  abuses  in 
reference  to  the  collection,  safekeeping,  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  money. 

That  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers;  that  they  report  all  facts  connected  with 
such  defalcation,  which  they  may  deem  pertinent;  and 
what  further  legislation,  if  any,  may  be  necessary  to 
prevent  the  same  in  future. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  expressed  his  readiness  to  accept 
this  in  lieu  of  his  own,  except  so  much  as  related 
to  the  mode  of  ap  pointing  the  committee. 

Mr  Wise  resumed  his  remarks,  and  concluded 
at  half-past  8 o’clock,  when  the  house  adjourned. 
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C3*It  is  stated  in  the  “Globe”  that  the  presi- 
dent’s house  will  be  opened  as  usual  for  the  recep- 
tion of  visiters,  on  Tuesday,  the  first  of  January, 
between  the  hours  of  12  and  3 o’clock. 

Senator  from  Ohio.  On  Thursday,  the  20th, 
took  place  at  Columbus  the  election  of  a senator  of 
the  United  States  from  Ohio,  when  Mr.  Morris’ 
term  of  service  expires.  The  result  of  the  joint 
election  by  the  two  branches  of  the  state  legislature 
was  as  follows  : 

For  Benjamin  Tappan,  (Ad.)  - 57 

For  Thomas  Ewing,  (Whig,)  - 50 
One  scattered  vote. 

Naval.  We  learn  from  the  Baltimore  American 
that  captain  Alexander  Claxlon  has  been  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  American  naval  squadion  in 
the  Pacific.  The  Constitution,  “ Old  Iron-sides,” 
in  ulyeh  he  is  to  proceed,  is  now  fitting  out  at  Nor- 
folk as  the  flag  ship. 

List  of  passengers  in  the  barque  Serene,  for  Rio, 
which  sailed  from  Baltimore  on  Saturday  : 

Captain  Charles  Boarrnan,  to  take  the  command 
of  the  U.  S.  ship  Fairfield. 

Lieuts.  Frederick  Chatard,  Edward  M.  Handy, 
and  Thomas  R.  Rootes. 

Midshipman  Fenwick  Stenson. 

Captain’s  clerk,  Alexander  King. 

Also,  Messrs.  John  Jones,  Andrew  Jones,  and 
Augustus  Albert. 

Affairs  at  Harrisburg.  The  difficulties  at 
Harrisburg,  have  at  last  terminated  in  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  Hopkins,  or  administration,  branch 
of  the  legislature,  and  both  houses  adjourned  on 
yesterdayTo  the  12th  of  January.  We  intend,  as 
before  stated,  to  give  all  the  documents  and  pro- 
ceedings as  soon  as  we  can  collate  them,  that  an 
impartial  history  of  the  case  may  be  presented  to  our 
readers,  who,  for  the  present,  must  be  content  with 
the  following  brief  and  imperfect  synopsis  of  the 
events  which  preceded  the  settlement  of  the  diffi- 
culties. 

On  Monday,  the  17th,  Messrs.  Butler  and  Stur- 
devant,  of  Luzerne,  and  Mr.  Montelius,  of  Union, 
presented  themselves  in  the  Hopkins  branch  of  the 
legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  being  qualified.  Pre- 
vious to  taking  the  required  oaths,  Mr.  Butler,  for 
himself  and  his  companions,  addressed  the  house 
and  explained  the  motives  that  induced  to  this  mea- 
sure. They  are  whigs,  but  have  not,  it  is  stated, 
attended  the  meetings  of  the  other  branch,  and  made 
a quorum  in  the  branch  in  which  they  qualified  ; 
but  the  senate  refused  to  acknowledge  it.  During 
this  state  of  the  question,  the  following  proposilion 
was  made  by  the  Cunningham,  or  whig,  branch  to 
the  Hopkins  branch  : 

To  William.  Hopkins,  esq.,  and  other  members  elect 

of  the  house  of  representatives  of  Pennsylvania: 
Harrisburg,  December  20,  1838. 

Gentlemen  : We  present  the  enclosed  for  your 
consideration,  and  request  an  answer  at  as  early  a 
period  as  you  may  deem  expedient. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

Thos.  S.  Smith, 

Sam’l  A.  Pup.viance, 

B.  M.  Hinciiman. 

Committee  in  behalf  of  the  memhers  who 

elected  Thos.  S.  Cunningham  their  speaker. 

With  a view  to  the  adjustment  of  the  difficulties 
now  existing  between  the  members  elect  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  that  portion  of  them  who 
have  organized  by  the  election  of  Thos.  S.  Cun- 
ningham, esq.  as  speaker,  propose  to  the  other  por- 
tion, who  have  chosen  William  Hopkins,  esq.  as 
speaker,  as  follows,  viz: 

1st.  That  Messrs.  Cunningham  and  Hopkins,  at 
an  hour  to  be  mutually  agreed  upon  for  the  meeting 
of  all  the  members  elect  in  the  hal!  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  shall  respectively,  as  speakers, 
resign,  and  the  members  whose  seats  are  undispu- 
ted, shall  forthwith  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 
speaker  and  other  officers,  pro  tem. 

2d.  That  a special  law  shall  be  forthwith  passed, 
to  provide  for  contesting  the  rights  to  seats  of  the  per- 
sons claiming  to  be  representatives — the  commit- 
tees, in  such  cases,  to  be  raised  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  existing  laws.  Neither  set  from  the 
county  of  Philadelphia  shall  be  permitted  to  vote 
Vol.  V.  Sig-  19. 


on  any  question,  until  the  right  of  the  contested 
seats  shall  have  been  determined;  but  in  all  other 
respects  each  shall  he  entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
of  members  of  the  house;  or,  as  an  alternative,  both 
sets  from  the  county  to  resign,  and  a writ  for  a new 
election  to  be  forthwith  issued. 

3d.  That  until  the  committee  to  be  appointed  to 
investigate  the  right  to  said  contested  seats  shall 
have  reported,  or  until  a new  election  shall  be  had, 
and  the  returns  thereof  received,  as  the  case  may 
be,  no  bills  of  a party  nature  shall  be  passed;  nor 
■shall  a state  treasurer  or  a United  States  senator  be 
elected. 

4th.  In  case  of  a resignation  of  the  respective 
parties  claiming  to  be  representatives  from  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  botli  houses,  if  the  senate 
agree,  shall  adjourn  on  the  9th  or  10th  of  January, 
to  allow  time  for  a new  election  in  said  county; 
and  immediately  after  the  committees,  as  above  pro- 
vided for,  shall  report,  or  the  returns  of  said  elec- 
tion shall  be  received,  as  the  case  may  be,  a new 
election  for  speaker  and  other  officers  of  the  house 
shall  be  had,  to  serve  for  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion—until  which  election  none  of  the  standing 
committees  shall  be  appointed. 

Thomas  S.  Smith, 

Samuel  A.  Purviance, 

B.  M.  Hinchman. 

Committee  on  behalf  of  members  who  elected 
T.  S.  Cunningham  their  speaker. 

The  above  proposition  was  rejected,  and,  finally, 
on  the  25th  instant,  the  senate  recognised  the 
Hopkins  branch.  The  particulars  are  as  follows: 
The  following  is  the  preamble  and  resolution  as 
it  passed  the  senate: 

Mr.  Micliler  submitted  the  following: 

“Whereas  difficulties  have  arisen  in  the  organi- 
zation  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  two  bo- 
dies have  for  some  time  been  in  existence,  each 
claiming  to  be  the  regularly  constituted  house  of 
representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  but  neither  having 
had  a constitutional  quorum  of  members  whose 
seats  were  undisputed,  and  neither  having  yet  been 
fully  recognized  by  tile  senate: 

And  whereas,  the  house  organized  by  the  election 
of  William  Hopkins  as  speaker,  is  now  composed 
of  a constitutional  quorum  of  legally  returned 
members,  and  being  thus  brought  within  the  pale  of 
the  constitution,  the  senate  ought  no  longer  to  re- 
fuse to  recognize  the  said  house  as  the  properly  or- 
ganized house  of  representatives;  therefore, 
Resolved:  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
form said  house,  that  the  senate  is  now  organized 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  business.” 

Mr.  Fraley,  of  the  city,  offered  the  following  as 
a substitute: 

“ Resolved , That  whereas  the  senate  did,  on  the 
20th  instant,  declare  by  resolution,  “that  the  body 
claiming  to  be  the  house  of  representatives,  as  or- 
ganized on  the  4th  instant,  by  the 'election  of  Wil- 
liam Hopkins,  esq.,  as  speaker,  was  not  constituted 
a house  of  representatives  according  to  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  this  commonwealth,”  hut  being 
now  informed  that  there  is  a constitutional  quorum 
of  duly  returned  members  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives at  present  occupying  the  hall  of  the  said 
house;  therefore,  in  order  to  terminate  the  difficul- 
ties which  prevent  the  transaction  of  the  proper  bu- 
siness of  the  legislature,  it  is  hereby  declared,  that 
the  senate  will  recognize  and  co-operate  with  the 
said  duly  returned  members  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, as  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  whenever  it  shall 
be  officially  communicated  that  they  are  again  or- 
ganized and  ready  to  proceed  to  business.” 

The  substitute  was  voted  down,  and  the  resolu- 
tion of  Mr.  Michler  passed  by  the  following  vote: 
Yeas — Messrs.  Bell,  (Chester,)  Caldwell,  Car- 
penter, Case,  Coplan,  Frailey,  (Sell.)  Fidlerton , 
Hays,  Kingsbury,  Michler,  McConkey,  Miller, 
(City,)  Miller,  (Berks,)  Myers,  Rogers,  Snyder, 
Slrohm. — 17. 

Nays — Barclay,  Bell.  ( Huntingdon,)  Cassat,  Ew- 
ing, Fialey,  (City,)  Hanna,  Irvin,  Killinger,  Ma- 
clay,  Paul,  Pearson,  Purviance,  Sterret,  Wagner, 
Williams,  Penrose,  Speaker. — 16. 

In  the  senate  on  the  26th  the  following  proceed- 
ings took  place: 

Air.  Sliurdc  was  this  morning  announced  for  the 
first  time  this  session,  as  clerk  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives. 


Mr.  Michler,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inform  the  house  t hat  the  senate  was  organized  and 
ready  to  proceed  to  business,  reported  that  they  had 
performed  that  duty 

Mr.  Rogers  submitted  a resolution  that  12o’clpck, 
M.  ot  Luesday,  the  15th  proximo,  be  fixed  as  the 
hour  for  the  inauguration  of  the  goverhor  elect,  and 
that  a committee  of  three  be  appointed  on  the  part 
ot  each  house,  to  attend  D.  R.  Porter  to  the  chamber 
of  the  house  of  representatives.  The  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fraley,  of  the  city,  laid  on  the  table  a bill 
making  provisions  for  the  payment  of  a temporary- 
loan  of  #220,001)  due  on  the  1st  of  January  next. 

Messrs.  Bell,  ot  Chester,  and  Ewing,  were  ap- 
pointed a committee  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  to 
wait  on  the  governor  and  inform  him  that  the  gen- 
eral assembly  is  now  organized  and  prepared  to 
receive  any  communication  he  may  think  fit  to 
make. 


On  Thursday  the  27th  instant,  the  following  gen- 
tlemen belonging  to  the  Cunningham  division  of 
the  house  appeared,  were  qualified  and  took  their 
seats,  viz: 

Messrs.  Spademan,  Grantz,  Fisher,  Crabb,  and 
G.  R.  Smith,  of  the  city;  Cunningham  and  Beaty 
of  Mercer;  Konigmacher,  Diller,  and  B.  G.  Herr, 
of  Lancaster;  Correy  and  Richardson,  of  Chester- 
Penmman  and  McDowell,  of  Alleghany;  Hutchins’ 
or  Erie;  Purviance,  of  Butler;  Kinzle,  of  Lebanon; 
Ehrman,  ot  Dauphin;  and  M’Claran,  of  Indiana. 
Eighty  members  were  present. 


• n/t  immea  {nemoers  nad  been  sworn 

in,  Mr.  Speaker  Hopkins  rose  and  resigned  the  chair 
in  a very  handsome  address. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Franklin,  the  house 
proceeded  to  an  election  of  speaker,  the  clerks  offi- 
ciating as  telleis.  The  roll  having  been  called  over, 
the  clerk  announced  the  result  as  follows: 

For  William  Hopkins,  ...  57 

“ H.  S.  Spackman,  . . . io 

“ T.  S.  Cunningham,  ...  4 

“ William  A.  Crabb,  . 4 

“ Frederick  Smith,  ...  1 

William  Hopkins,  esq.,  of  Washington,  was  there- 
upon declared  to  he  duty  elected  speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives. 

Tiie  speaker  having  been  conducted  to  the  chair 
by  Messrs.  T . S.  Cunningham  and  Frederick  Smith, 
returned  his  acknowledgments  as  follows: 

Gentlemen:  Forlhe  honor  you  have  again  confer- 
red upon  me,  you  will  please  accept  my  sincere 
thanks.  Before  I sit  down,  permit  to  say  that  while 
it  is  at  all  times  desirable  that  members  of  a deliber- 
ative body  should  cultivate  feelings  of  friendship 
and  respect,  I think  it  peculiarly  so  on  this  occa- 
sion. I shall  not  do  more  than  barely  refer,  gentle- 
men, to  the  unhappy  state  of  things  which  has  ex- 
isted among  us  since  our  meeting  in  this  place  on 
the  4th  instant.  I say  1 shall  only  refer  to  it,  for 
the  purpose  ol  enabling  me  to  make  such  remarks 
as  I conceive  it  to  be  my  duty  to  make  on  this  oc- 
casion. 

It  is  the  duty  of  us  all  to  forget  and  forgive.  It  is 
known  to  you,  gentlemen,  as  well  as  myself,  that 
feelings  of  an  unkind  character  have  been  indulged 
or  inculcated  to  a greater  extent  than  has,  perhaps, 
been  justifiable.  For  my  own  part,  however,  I feel 
prepared  to  adopt  the  language  of  a distinguished 
statesman:  “Upon  the  altar  .of  my  cnuntry’s°good,  I 
am  willing  to  sacrifice  all  personal  resentments,  all 
private  wrongs.”  If  we  all  enter  upon  our  duties 
with  this  spirit,  and  if  we  endeavor  to  cultivate  to- 
wards each  other  those  feelings  which  should  always 
characterize  members  composing  a deliberative 
body,  I trust  that  it  is  not  yet  too  late  to  pursue  that 
course  of  legislation,  which  may  be  profitable  to 
those  we  represent. 


The  usual  oaths  were  administered  to  the  speaker 
by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Franklin. 

The  governor’s  message  was  delivered  on  Thurs- 
day afternoon.  It  is  very  long,  and  devoted  to  a 
considerable  extent,  to  the  late  unhappy  disturb- 
ances at  Harrisburg. 


Jacob  Cassall,  esq.,  a senator  from  Adams  county, 
was  found  dead  in  his  bed,  at  his  lodgings  in  Har- 
risburg, on  the  morning  of  the  27th  instant. 

0C5-The  above,  as  before  stated,  is  but  an  imper- 
fect sketch  of  events,  hut  hereafter  we  will  give  all 
important  details. 
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Mr.  Swartwout’s  defalcation.  We  have 
published  in  the  present  sheet  the  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  accompanied  by  letters  from 
the  first  comptroller  and  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury, 
in  relation  to  this  matter,  to  which  our  readers  are 
referred;  and  when  we  can  find  room  for  them,  we 
will  publish  several  other  documents  connected  with 
the  defalcation,  in  order  that  it  may  be  fully  under- 
stood. 

It  having  been  stated  in  some  of  the  papers,  that 
a portion  of  the  money  abstracted  by  Mr.  Swart- 
wout  was  loaned  to  the  Texians.and  that  gen.  Jack- 
son  was  aware  of  the  fact,  that  gentleman  has  con- 
tradicted the  statement  in  the  following  letter  to  the 
editor  of  the  Nashville  Union. 

“Hemnitage,  Dec.  8,  1833. 

Sir  : I thank  you  for  calling  my  attention  to  the 
subjoined  extract  from  the  New  York  Commercial 
Advertiser,  a paper  to  which  I am  not  a subscriber, 
and  whose  statements,  therefore,  might  not  other- 
wise have  met  my  observation. 

“ Supposing  it  possible  that  the  extract  in  ques- 
tion may  obtain  some  credence  with  those  who  may 
not  have  the  means  of  knowing  the  injustice  it  has 
done  me,  I think  it  my  duty  to  give  this  public  con- 
tradiction to  the  insinuation  it  contains  of  my  being- 
privy  to  any  advances,  if  there  were  any,  made  by 
Mr.  Swartwout,  the  late  collector  of  the  port  of 
New  York,  to  aid  the  Texians  in  their  contest  with 
Mexico.  In  all  my  correspondence  on  the  subject 
of  Texian  affairs,  private  or  public,  and  in  all  my 
intercourse  with  our  citizens,  no  human  being  can 
find  any  authority  lor  the  allegation  that  I ever  coun- 
tenanced any  step  or  proceeding  inconsistent  with 
our  treaty  relations  to  Mexico,  or  with  the  peaceful 
character  of  our  republic. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

“Andrew  Jackson.” 

Mr.  Price’s  household  furniture,  which  was  of  the 
most  costly  kind,  has  been  sold,  at  auction,  and 
brought,  it  is  said,  one  thousand  dollars  more  than  he 
paid  for  it. 

The  New  York  Express  of  Thursday  says:  “Mr. 
Swartwout’s  property  was  announced  to  be  sold  by 
the  marshal,  at  public  auction  this  day,  but  was 
postponed  to  the  24th  January.  The  various  sales 
that  were  to  have  been  made  of  property  belonging 
to  two  of  the  securities,  viz:  Mr.  Quackenboss  and 
Mr.  Birdsall,  are  also  put  off  till  the  same  day. 
There  are  three  sureties  to  Mr.  Swartwout’s  bonds, 
the  two  above  mentioned,  and  Mr.  Chas.  L.  Living- 
ston. A very  large  amount  of  real  estate  has  been 
levied  on  belonging  to  all  the  parties,  except  Mr. 
Livingston — he  is  more  fortunate,  thus  far,  as  the 
marshal  has  not  been  able  to  get  hold  of  any  thing 
belonging  to  him.” 

Canadian  affairs.  In  another  page  we  have 
published  an  account  of  the  trial  of  the  patriot  pri- 
soners at  Kingston,  and  some  interesting  particulars 
of  the  attempt  to  invade  the  Canada  shore  opposite 
to  Detroit.  During  the  trial  at  Kingston,  it  came 
out  that  a secret  combination  of  patriot  clubs  exists 
all  along  the  American  Canadian  borders  from 
Michigan  to  Maine,  known  as  “ Tthe  Hunters’ 
Lodges,”  and  that  they  have  pass  words,  &c. 

Martin  Woodruff,  of  Salina,  one  of  the  prisoners 
taken  at  Prescott,  was  hanged  at  Kingston  on  the 
19th.  Sylvanus  Swete,  of  Northampton,  N.  Y., 
and  Joel  Peeler,  also  of  N.  Y.,  were  executed  on 
the  22d.  They  had  all  pleaded  guilty.  Woodruff 
had  recently  become  a convert  to  the  Catholic  faith, 
and  was  attended  in  his  last  moments  by  two  Catho- 
lic priests. 

Joseph  Cardinal  and  Joseph  Duquette  were  hang- 
ed at  Montreal,  on  Friday  the  21st  instant.  We 
copy  from  the  Montreal  Herald  an  account  of  the 
execution. 

On  Thursday  evening,  Cardinal  was  visited  by 
his  wife  and  two  of  his  children,  and  Duquette  was 
visited  by  his  mother,  to  take  a last  farewell  on  this 
side  the  grave;  the  interviews  were  affecting  in  the 
highest  degree.  The  unfortunate  prisoners  were, 
attended  by  the  clergymen  of  the  seminary,  who 
administered  appropriate  religious  consolation  to 
them.  Their  appearance  on  the  scaffold  strongly 
belied  the  character  of  brave  men  meeting  death; 
Cardinal  in  particular,  showing  great  emotion,  and 
trembling  so  violently  that  we  did  not  expect  he 
would  have  stood  the  short  religious  ceremony  with- 
out fainting. 

The  provost  marshal  read  the  sentence  of  the 
court,  after  which  the  hangman  pulled  the  fatal 
lever,  when  the  trap  doors  gave  way,  and  the  two 
rebels  were  exhibited  between  earth  and  heaven,  a 
spectacle  to  angels  and  to  men.  Cardinal  died  al- 
most instantaneously,  struggling  very  little,  but  Du- 
quette, partly  owing  to  his  own,  and  partly  to  the 


hangman’s  fault,  suffered  very  severely  and  very 
long.  The  noose  was  too  wide,  and  the  wretched 
criminal  having  unfortunately  given  a spring  back- 
ward on  the  stationary  part  of  the  scaffold,  imme- 
diately previous  to  the  pulling  of  the  bolt,  his  neck 
struck  against  the  front  of  the  scaffold,  and  the  knot 
of  the  rope  slipped  up  to  his  mouth. 

In  this  state  he  remained  struggling  violently  for 
the  space  of  twelve  minutes,  when  the  hangman  put 
another  noose  round  his  neck,  with  a longer  fall, 
affixed  to  the  beam,  and  cut  the  other  rope,  when 
Duquette  dropped,  and  in  a few  minutes  a period 
was  put  to  his  earthly  sufferings. 

Cardinal  was  a notary  public  at  Chateauguay,  and 
a member  of  the  house  of  assembly  in  the  late  pro- 
vincial parliament.  Duquette  was  his  clerk,  and 
might  have  been  forced  by  his  employer.  We  have 
been  frequently  asked  when  and  where  Lepailleur 
and  Ducharme  are  to  be  hanged,  but  all  that  we  can 
say,  is,  that  we  understand  their  death  warrants  have 
been  signed  by  sir  John  Colborne,  and  it  is  reported 
they  wilt  be  hanged  at  Beauharnois. 

It  was  reported  in  Montreal  on  the  21st,  that 
another  invasion  of  Upper  Canada  had  been  made 
at  Amherstburgh — that  9 loyalists  had  been  killed  and 
11  wounded,  and  that  50  of  the  invaders  had  been 
made  prisoners.  Nu  such  event  was  known  at  De- 
troit on  the  18th — so  the  rumor  could  not  well  be 
true.  In  addition  to  this  inference,  the  Buffalonian 
of  Dec.  20th,  a penny  paper  understood  to  be  in  the 
interest  of  the  “patriots,”  announces  that  no  further 
attempts  to  disturb  the  peace  of  Canada  will  be 
made  the  present  winter. 

From,  the  Montreal  Herald. 

The  sergeant  and  two  of  the  privates,  who  were 
placed  as  sentries  over  Theller  and  Dodge  in  the 
citadel  of  Quebec  when  they  effected  their  escape, 
have  been  found  guilty  of  conniving  with  them,  and 
are  sentenced  to  suffer  death,  but  authority  must  be 
received  from  the  Horse  Guards  before  it  is  put  in 
execution. 

Mr.  justice  Bedard  and  Louis  Masson,  esq.  both 
of  Quebec,  were  passengers  on  board  the  packet 
Siddons,  which  sailed  on  Wednesday  for  Liverpool. 

There  is  a report  that  sir  Allan  McNab  has  been 
assassinated — but  it  does  not  seem  to  be  well  founded. 

Freedom  of  suffrage.  Mr.  Crittenden  intro- 
duced the  following  bill  into  the  senate  on  Friday 
the  21st  instant: 

A bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain  federal 
officers  in  elections. 

To  the  end  that  the  great  powers  given  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  federal  government,  and  other  persons 
employed  in  its  service,  may  not  be  used  for  the 
Influencing  of  elections,  which  ought  to  be  free 
and  incorrupt: 

Be  it  enacted,  §rc.  That  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine,  no  marshal  or  deputy  marshal, 
no  postmaster  or  deputy  postmaster,  no  receiver  or 
register  of  a land  office,  or  any  of  their  deputies  or 
clerks,  no  surveyor  general  of  the  public  lands,  or 
any  of  his  deputies  or  assistants,  no  collector,  sur- 
veyor, naval  officer,  weigher,  gauger,  appraiser,  or 
other  officer  or  person  whatsoever  concerned  orem- 
ployed  in  the  charging,  collecting,  levying,  or  ma- 
naging the  customs,  or  any  branch  or  part  thereof, 
no  engineer,  officer,  or  agentemployed  or  concerned 
in  the  execution  or  superintendence  of  any  of  the 
public  works,  shall,  by  word,  message,  or  writing, 
or  in  any  other  way  whatsoever,  endeavor  to  per- 
suade any  elector  to  give,  or  dissuade  any  elector 
from  giving,  his  vote  lor  the  choice  of  any  person 
to  be  elector  of  president  and  vice  president  of 
these  United  States,  or  for  the  choice  of  any  person 
to  be  a senator  or  representative  in  the  congress  of 
the  said  United  States,  or  for  the  choice  of  any 
person  to  be  governor  or  lieutenant  governor  of  any 
state,  or  of  any  person  to  be  a representative  or 
member  in  the  legislative  department  of  any  state 
of  this  union,  or  for  the  choice  of  any  person  to 
serve  in  any  public  office  established  by  the  law 
of  any  of  said  states;  nor  shall  any  such  officer  or 
person  intermeddle  in  any  of  the  elections  above 
mentioned,  or  use  any  means  with  intent  to  influ- 
ence or  control  the  same,  otherwise  than  by  giving 
his  own  vote;  and  every  person  offending  therein 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  one 
moiety  thereof  to  the  informer,  and  the  other  moiety 
thereof  to  the  United  States  aforesaid,  to  be  reco- 
vered, with  costs  of  suit,  by  any  person  that  shall 
sue  for  the  same,  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  or  plaint  in 
any  of  the  district  or  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States;  and  every  person  convict,  on  any  such  suit, 
of  the  said  offence,  shall  thereby  become  disabled 
and  incapable  of  ever  bearing  or  executing  any  of- 
fice or  place  of  trust  whatsoever  under  the  said 
United  States. 


Texas.  By  the  arrival  of  the  steamship  Cuba 
at  New  Orleans  on  the  9th  instant,  the  editois  of 
the  Transcript  have  received  files  of  Houston  and 
Galveston  papers;  the  latter  to  the  13lh  instant. 
The  message  of  the  new  president,  Lamar,  occu- 
pies a large  portion  of  these  papers : from  a hasty 
perusal  of  it,  i*e  are  of  opinion  that  his  excellency 
is  more  devotional  than  the  mass  of  his  countrymen. 
It  is  quite  a sermon  when  compared  with  "those 
that  have  emanated  from  our  own  “ excellencies.” 

He  is  warmly  opposed  to  the  annexation  of  Tex- 
as to  the  United  States;  indeed  so  much  so  that  he 
gives  fully  a column  to  that  subject — regarding  the 
proposition  as  injudicious,  and. the  accomplishment 
of  such  a measure  destructive  to  liberty — the  grave 
of  all  the  hopes  of  happiness  and  greatness  of  the 
young  republic;  an  amalgamation  that  would  ren- 
der futile  her  victories,  and  unnecessary  the  “ blood 
of  her  martyred  heroes.” 

President  Lamar  was  inaugurated  on  the  10th  at 
Houston.  Many  persons  were  present  to  witness 
the  ceremony  and  to  hear  the  address. 

Commodore  Elliott.  At  the  request  of  com- 
modore Elliott  the  following  letters  and  extract  from 
the  instructions  to  commodore  Patterson  are  publish- 
ed by  authority  of  tbe  navy  department.  [Globe. 

From  J.  K.  Paulding  to  commodore  Elliott. 

Navy  department,  Nov.  15,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  to  request  that  you  will  point  out  to 
the  department  tiie  order  of  government  which  directs 
the  commanders  of  squadrons  or  ships  to  import, 
jackasses  or  any  other  animals. 

1 am,  very  respectfully, 

J.  K.  Paulding. 

Com.  J.  D.  Elliott, 

U.  S.  Navy,  Carlisle,  Penn. 

From  com.  Elliott  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Carlisle,  Nov.  27,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  1 5th  inst.,  requesting  me  to  point 
out  to  the  department  the  order  of  the  government 
which  directs  the  commanders  of  squadrons  of  ships 
to  import  jackasses,  or  any  other  animals. 

It  may  have  escaped  the  notice  of  the  department 
that,  by  its  orders,  emanating  from  the  honorable  S. 
L.  Southard  to  commodore  Crane,  one  of  my  prede- 
cessois  in  the  command  of  the  Mediterranean  squad- 
ron, and  which  orders  w'ere  handed  down  to  his 
successors  in  the  same  command,  it  was  stated  to 
him  that  it  would  probably  be  in  his  power  to  sub- 
serve the  agricultural  interests  of  the  nation  by  pro- 
curing information  respecting  valuable  animals, seeds, 
and  plants,  and  importing  such  as  he  could  conve- 
niently, without  inattention  to  his  more  appropriate 
duties  or  expense  to  the  government.  Extracts  from 
these  instructions  were  delivered  to  me  by  my  imme- 
diate predecessor,  as  I had  the  honor  to  advise  you 
on  my  return,  in  a letter  dated  the  31st  July  last,  and 
have  served  as  the  rule  of  my  conduct,  as  they  have 
of  all  of  my  predecessors,  in  their  importation  of  the 
animals,  seeds,  plants,  and  curiosities,  from  time  to 
time  brought  to  the  United  States  in  the  different 
public  vessels  constituting  a part  of  their  and  my 
command. 

Absence  from  home  has  prevented  an  earlier  reply 
to  your  letter. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 

Hon.  James  K.  Paulding, 

Secretary  of  the  navy. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  commodore  Elliott  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy, 

“United  Stales  ship  Constitution, 

“Hampton  Roads,  July  31,  1838. 

“I  enclose  for  your  inspection  a copy  of  the  gen- 
eral instructions  handed  me  by  my  predecessor,  and 
subsequently  received  from  your  own  department, 
suggesting  at  the  same  time,  the  utility  of  withdraw- 
ing a portion  of  the  earlier  dates  as  being  inapplicable 
and  obsolete,  and  also  of  condensing  others  to  a more 
laconic  form,” 

Extract  from  the  lion.  S.  L.  Southard  to  com.  Crane. 

“It  will  probably  be  in  your  power  while  protect- 
ing the  cqmmercial  to  add  something  to  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  nation,  by  procuring  information 
respecting  valuable  animals,  seeds,  and  plants,  and 
importing  such  as  you  can  conveniently,  without 
inattention  to  your  more  appropriate  duties  or  ex- 
pense to  the  government.  There  are  many  agricul- 
tural, botanical,  and  scientific  institutions  to  which 
your  collections  might  be  profitably  entrusted,  and 
which,  whatever  you  procure,  will  be  used  to  the 
most  extensive  advantage  to  the  country.  Among 
them  is  the  Columbian  Institute  of  this  city.” 

A true  copy  from  that  furnished  me: 

Daniel  T.  Patterson. 
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DEFALCATION  OF  S.  SWARTWOUT. 

MESSAGE, 

From  the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  relation 
to  the  recently  discovered  default  of  Samuel  Swart- 
wout, late  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  port  of 
New  York. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of 

representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

I herewith  transmit  a special  report  made  to  me 
by  the  secretary  ot  the  treasury,  for  your  considera- 
tion, in  relation  to  the  recently  discovered  default 
of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  the  customs 
at  the  port  of  New  York. 

I would  respectfully  invite  the  early  attention  of 
congress  to  the  adoption  of  the  legal  provisions 
therein  suggested,  or  such  other  measures  as  may 
appear  more  expedient,  for  increasing  the  public 
security  against  similar  defalcations  hereafter. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Washington,  December  8,  1838. 

Treasury  department, 
December  6,  1838. 

Sir:  I consider  it  the  duty  of  this  department  to 
present  for  your  consideration  a special  report  upon 
the  recently  discovered  default  of  Samuel  Swart- 
wout, who  had  been  collector  of  the  customs  at  the 
port  of  New  York. 

1 he  first  object  will  be  to  exhibit  all  the  impor- 
tant tacts  connected  with  the  case,  so  far  as  they 
have  been  ascertained;  then  to  explain  the  means 
tor  detecting  such  defaults  which  are  provided  by 
the  present  laws;  and,  before  closing,  I shall  take 
the  liberty  respectfully  to  offer  some  suggestions 
concerning  the  new  legislation  which  seems  to  be 
required  lor  the  public  security  against  similar  de- 
falcations. ° 

1st.  Mr.  Swartwout  was  originally  appointed  col- 
lector on  the  25th  of  April,  1829,  during  the  recess 
of  congress.  On  the  29th  day  of  March,  1830,  he 
was  reappointed  for  four  years,  by  a nomination  to 
the  senate,  which  was  confirmed. 

About  the  time  his  term  expired,  1834,  he  was 
appointed  again  for  a like  term,  which  ended  on  the 
29th  of  March,  1838;  and  he  was  not  renominated, 
and  has  not  since  been  in  office. 

Whilst  Mr.  Swartwout  remained  collector  suspi- 
cions do  not  seem  to  have  bePn  excited  at  the  de- 
partment that  he  was  guilty  of  any  default,  unless 
it  may  be  that  the  balance  of  money  in  his  hands, 
when  he  was  renominated  to  the  senate  in  1834,  ap- 
peared to  be  too  large,  and  caused  some  inquiry  in 
relation  to  the  subject. 

At  that  time,  not  having  been  myself  connected 
with  this  department,  and  the  present  accounting 
officers  of  the  customs  also,  viz:  the  first  comptrol- 
ler and  the  first  auditor,  not  having  been  in  office, 

I am  unable  to  state  with  accuracy  what  then  occur- 
red, or  what  examinations  were  then  made;  but  it 
is  represented  that  Mr.  Swartwout  and  one  of  his 
clerks  came  to  this  city  on  that  occasion,  and  sub- 
mitted explanations  to  a committee  of  the  senate, 
which  obviated  any  objections  to  his  reappoint- 
ment. 

During  his  continuance  in  office,  the  statements 
ol  his  accounts,  in  a condensed  form,  were  made 
weekly  to  this  department  with  punctuality,  and 
usually  exhibited  a balance  in  his  hands,  ranging 
from  a mere  nominal  sum,  or  nothing,  to  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  balance  varied  ac- 
cording to  the  season  of  the  year,  and  the  circum- 
stances, which  might  require  large  drawbacks  to  be 
paid,  quarterly  settlements  to  be  closed  with  his 
subordinates,  or  a great  amount  of  duties  received 
under  protest  to  be  refunded.  These  claims  have 
always  been  considered  as  constituting  an  adequate 
reason  for  retaining  on  hand  a sufficient  amount  to 
discharge  them  promptly.  The  amount  so  required 
at  the  port  of  New  York  i3  generally  very  heavy; 
being,  on  an  average,  each  quaiter,  over  a third  of' a 
million  of  dollars.  The  last  return  made  before  he 
left  office  exhibited  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-seven  dollars 
on  hand,  which  was  near  thirty  thousand  dollars 
less  than  the  amount  of  his  official  bond.  The  re- 
turn sent  after  his  going  out  of  office,  which  in- 
cluded only  the  last  three  days  of  his  term,  showed 
two  hundred  and  one  thousand  and  ninety  six  dol- 
lars of  money  in  his  possession.  When  these  re- 
turns were  received  at  the  department,  it  was  sup- 
posed that,  the  period  of  his  service  having  expired, 
he  would  have  but  a small  balance  of  custom-house 
expenses  to  defray,  no  more  debentures  to  pay,  and 
no  great  amount  of  duties  to  refund;  and  he  was 
forthwith  requested  by  ine  to  deposite  to  the  credit 
oi  the  treasurer  at  least  halt  ot  the  sum  represented 
to  be  on  hand. 

Tn  reply,  he  claimed  that  certain  custom-house 
expenses  remained  to  be  discharged,  and  that  suits 
had  been  instituted  against  him  for  return  duties, 


which,  with  numerous  protests  that  had  been  filed 
against  payments,  would  be  sufficient  in  amount, 
united  with  those  expenses,  to  cover  the  whole  bal- 
ance. He  therefore  insisted,  as  a right,  on  being 
allowed  to  retain  money  sufficient  to  satisfy  those 
liabilities  until  the  questions  in  controversy  received 
a judicial  decision;  and  he  professed  to  regard  that 
balance  as  not  too  large  for  the  purpose. 

Copies  of  the  correspondence  which  took  place  on 
the  subject  between  him  and  the  department  are 
annexed. 

A further  inquiry  into  the  case  was,  however,  im- 
mediately instituted  by  me,  through  the  first  comp- 
troller and  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury.  It  termina- 
ted in  an  impression  that  the  facts  and  the  law,  as  to 
suits  and  protests,  might  justify  a short  delay  in  the 
adjustment. 

But  the  comptroller  was,  notwithstanding,  di- 
rected to  bring  Mr.  Swartwout’s  accounts  to  an  early 
settlement,  and  to  have  a prompt  payment  made  of 
whatever  amount  should  appear  to  be  not  in  doubt 
or  controversy. 

Subsequent  disclosures  made  to  the  department  in 
November,  excited  suspicions  not  only  as  to  that  bal 
ance,  but  a much  larger  indebtedness,  and  measures 
were  thereupon  taken  to  have  the  whole  subject 
thoroughly  invesligaled  by  the  law  officer  of  the  de- 
partment and  the  comptroller,  calling  to  their  aid,  in 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  abroad,  and  under 
his  neglect  to  offer  vouchers  for  a final  settlement, 
all  the  lights  and  assistance  which  could  be  obtain- 
ed, not  only  here  but  at  New  York,  and  from  the 
books  and  papers  of  the  collector’s  office,  as  well  as 
from  those  persons  who  had  been  associated  with 
him  in  it,  and  from  his  successor. 

The  circumstances  which  led  to  most  of  those  dis- 
closures transpired  in  the  course  of  preparing  the 
first  quarterly  accounts  of  that  successor  for  settle- 
ment; and  the  department  was  first  indebted  for 
them,  in  a great  measure  to  his  care  and  vigilance. 

After  full  investigation,  the  particulars  of  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  defalcation  were  ascertained,  and  a re- 
port of  the  state  of  his  accounts  was  made  by  the 
comptroller  to  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  and  proper 
legal  proceedings  instituted  to  collect  the  balance  ap- 
pearing to  be  due.  The  amount  of  it  as  computed 
on  the  best  data  obtainable,  was  $1,374,119.  The 
legal  proceedings  were  commenced  against  the  prin- 
cipal on  the  account,  and  against  both  the  principal 
and  sureties  on  the  last  bond,  the  parties  to  which 
are  also  parties  to  the  former  one.  For  the  portion 
of  the  outstanding  defalcation  which  accrued  during 
the  period  embraced  by  the  first  bond,  but  which  is 
comparatively  small,  another  suit  will  be  brought  as 
soon  as  the  proper  accounts  can  be  adjusted.  Each 
bond  is  for  $150,000.  The  sum  of  $30,000  in 
money  has  been  paid  by  his  agent  since  the  dis- 
covery of  t(ie  default,  and  large  amounts  of  property 
have  been  taken  by  the  marshal,  and  likewise  mort- 
gaged, as  collateral  security.  How  much  this  bal- 
ance will  be  reduced  by  vouchers  hereafter  presented 
and  allowed,  and  how  far  any  final  indebtedness  may 
be  considered  secure,  it  is  now  difficult,  and  indeed 
impossible,  to  compute  with  any  great  degree  of  ac- 
curacy. 

So  far,  however,  as  the  facts  could  be  ascertained 
by  the  solicitor  and  the  accounting  officers,  it  is  fear- 
ed that  the  whole  amount  of  the  defalcation  will  not 
prove  to  have  been  less  than  a million  and  a quarter 
of  dollars.  The  security  of  different  kinds  which 
has  been  obtained  is  estimated  very  highly  by  Mr. 
Swartwout  and  some  others,  so  as  to  be  considered 
by  them,  with  his  additional  estates  in  other  coun- 
tries, an  ample  indemnity  against  any  eventual  loss 
by  the  government.  But  they  cannot  be  regarded 
by  the  department,  with  the  limited  information  pos- 
sessed at  this  time  concerning  their  situation,  as 
equal  in  value  to  more  than  half  the  claim  of  the 
United  States.  But  even  this  is  a mere  estimate. 
The  first  misuse  of  the  public  money  by  Mr.  Swart- 
wout as  collector,  appears  to  have  commenced  in 
1830.  A series  of  defalcations,  in  various  items  of 
his  accounts,  seem  to  have  followed,  and  continued 
through  each  successive  year,  increasing  constantly 
in  amount,  till  near  the  close  of  his  official  term. 
They  consisted  in  withholding  a part  of  the  tonnage 
duties,  and  a portion  of  the  forfeitures  and  fines;  in 
not  accounting  for  all  the  bonds  collected,  nor  all 
the  moneys  on  hand,  held  either  for  office  expen- 
ses, return  duties,  or  in  advance  of  the  adjustment 
of  unascertained  duties;  and  in  procuring  from  the 
treasury,  under  the  act  of  1834,  and  similar  ones, 
larger  sums  for  the  balance  of  office  salaries  than  the 
facts  warranty. 

These  results,  so  unexpected  and  painful,  have 
been  reached  by  the  solicitor  and  accounting  officers, 
only  after  the  most  careful  examination  that  was 
nracticable,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Swarlwont,  and 
liter  full  communication  from  several  of  his  former 
■lerks,  {post  intimately  acquainted  with  the  official 
course  of  his  business  and  the  real  condition  of  his 


accounts,  and  one  of  whom  is  understood  to  be  his 
attorney. 

Further  particulars  are  forborne  to  be  detailed,  a3 
they  are  embodied  in  the  reports  of  the  solicitor  of 
the  treasury  and  the  comptroller,  which  were  made 
in  the  course  of  their  recent  examination,  and  are 
annexed.  It  is  true  that  this  inquiry  has,  from  ne- 
cessity, been  in  some  degree  ex  parte  in  its  charac- 
ter, and  that  some  of  the  results  are  liable  to  be  dis- 
proved or  explained  away  hereafter. 

This  department  would  be  highly  gratified  if  Mr. 
Swartwout  should,  in  the  end,  be  able  to  show  that 
the  money  for  which  he  is  accountable,  does  not  ex- 
ceed the  $201,096  40  reported  by  him  in  the  last  of- 
ficial abstract  of  his  account  as  I he  true  balance.  It 
would  also,  be  much  pleased  if  it  should  happen,  as 
promised  in  his  letter  of  the  131  h of  April  last,  that 
“on  the  adjustment  of  my  [his]  accounts,  the 
amount  due  to  the  government  will  be  immediately 

But  it  is  an  unpleasant  duty  to  add,  that  the  ex- 
amination into  his  supposed  defalcations  was  not 
instituted  on  slight  grounds,  nor  legal  proceedings 
commenced  for  so  large  an  amount  till  sufficient  facts 
were  developed  to  produce  a clear  conviction  with 
the  accounting  officers  that  the  default  was  of  the 
aggravated  character  already  desciibed. 

2.  I would  next  submit  a few  remarks  on  the 
modes  that  exist,  under  the  present  laws,  for  de- 
tecting faults  of  collecting  officers,  in  order  that 
you  may  judge  whether  they  are  sufficient,  or  re- 
quire additional  legislation.  The  first  one  is  merely 
by  a regulation  which  requires  the  weekly  returns 
before  alluded  to,  and  which  was  voluntarily  intro- 
duced by  the  department  nearly  forty  years  ago. — 
This  regulation  provides  that  a summary  statement 
of  accounts  shall  be  transmitted  each  week  from 
the  large  ports,  and  by  subsequent  modifications, 
each  month  from  the  smaller  ones.  It  is  made  to 
the  head  of  the  department,  and  should  exhibit  a 
true  abstract  of  the  condition  of  the  receipts  and 
payments  by  the  collector  during  the  preceding 
week.  Originally,  it  is  presumed  that  this  return 
was  required  more  for  correct  information,  and  to 
enable  the  department  to  draw  at  times  for  the  mo- 
ney on  hand,  than  as  a check  on  speculation;  but  if 
the  statements  in  it  do  not  agree  with  each  other, 
or  do  not,  on  their  face,  exhibit  facts  that  appear 
probable,  or  do  not  balance,  then  suspicion  is  ex- 
cited, and  a defalcation,  if  one  exist,  can,  by  fur- 
ther and  full  examination,  be  detected.  So  il  the 
sum  retained  on  hand  appears  too  large  for  meeting 
the  engagements  of  the  office,  a draft  can  be  issued 
for  the  amount,  or  an  order  given  for  its  deposite, 
as  has  frequently  been  done.  If  either  is  not  com- 
plied with,  nor  sufficient  reasons  assigned  for  de- 
lay, the  default  may  then  be  discovered.  But  if 
none  of  these  circumstances  happen,  suspicion  is 
not  excited  through  those  weekly  statements.  It 
will  be  seen,  however,  that,  generally,  it  is  not  pos- 
sible for  a default  to  occur  without  its  appearing  on 
them,  unless  they  are  made  incorrect  through  de- 
liberate fraud  and  falsehood.  In  the  case  of  Mr. 
Swartwout,  none  of  these  statements  since  1830, 
when  his  delinquencies  are  supposed  to  have  com- 
menced, are  known  to  have  disclosed  any  fact  tend- 
ing to  excite  suspicion  of  his  misconduct;  and  if 
money  was  collected  or  expended  in  amounts.dif- 
feringfrom  the  face  of  the  abstracts,  (as  is  now  be- 
lieved to  have  been  the  case,)  it  must  have  been 
concealed  by  a series  of  false  returns  during  the 
whole  period  of  seven  or  eight  years.  Some  of 
those  returns,  under  secretaries  Ingham  and 
McLane,  may  have  been  destroyed  by  the  confla- 
gration of  the  treasury  building  in  1833;  but  none 
of  them  now  found,  whether  made  under  them  or 
secretaries  Duane,  Taney,  or  rnyself,  appear  to 
evince  any  thing  calculated  to  cause  distrust  of  his 
integrity. 

The  other  mode  nowin  use  for  detecting  defaults 
in  collecting  officers,  and  which  is  the  only  one  pro- 
vided by  congress,  (except  the  revising  power,  in 
some  respects,  and  at  some  ports,  by  the  naval  offi- 
cer, hereafter  to  be  considered,)  is,  through  the 
quarterly  settlements  that  are  required  to  be  made  by 
collectors  with  the  accounting  officers  of  the  trea- 
sury. Those  officers  are  the  first  auditor  and  the 
first  comptroller.  These  settlements  are  devolved 
on  them  alone  by  congress,  without  requiring  the 
vouchers  and  accounts  to  be  submitted  to  the  head 
of  the  department,  or  any  other  officer,  either  for 
revision,  approbation,  or  rejection. 

In  that  branch  of  theirofficial  business  which  re- 
lates to  the  adjustment  of  accounts,  you  are  aware 
that  it  has  been  long  since  settled  that  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  or  even  the  president,  does  not  pos- 
sess any  legal  authority  to  aid  in  making  the  ad- 
justment, or  to  overrule  their  decisions. 

The  acts  of  congress  on  this  subject  first  provide, 
that  if  a collector  neglects  to  present  his  accounts 
and  vouchers  for  settlement  quarterly,  the  balance 
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against  him,  so  far  as  it  can  be  ascertained,  shall  be 
reported  by  the  comptroller  to  the  law  agent,  or  the 
solicitor  or  the  treasury,  for  suit;  and  the  neglect 
be  also  reported  to  the  president,  in  order  that  he 
may  remove  the  incumbent,  if  still  in  office.  Tl  is 
also  directed,  that  if  a balance  exists  on  a settle- 
ment, and  is  not  paid,  the  comptroller  shall  cause  a 
suit  to  be  instituted  for  its  recovery.  Whenever  a 
default  of  the  latter  kind  occurs,  it  is  therefore  con- 
sidered not  only  the  duty  of  the  comptroller  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  suit,  but  it  is  expected,  though  omit- 
ted to  be  required  in  the  acts  of  congress,  that  he 
will  apprize  the  head  of  the  department,  or  the 
president,  of  the  delinquency  which  has  occurred, 
in  order  that  the  case  of  such  collector,  if  still  in 
office,  may  be  examined  by  the  president,  and  a de- 
cision made  upon  the  propriety  of  continuing  him 
longer  in  office. 

It  is  understood  that  the  comptroller  has  always 
exercised  some  discretion  in  respect  to  bringing 
actions  for  balances  on  hand,  by  not  forthwith  in- 
stituting suits  if  the  balances  be  small,  or  the  rea- 
sons for  retaining  them  for  a time  appear  to  be  satis 
factory.  But  if  those  balances  be  large,  and  suffi- 
cient reasons  are  not  offered  to  justify  delay;  or  if 
the  collector’s  term  of  office  has  expired,  the  comp- 
troller should  deem  it  a duty  to  proceed  at  once, 
under  the  law,  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  mo- 
ney due. 

Several  reasons  exist  why  the  accounting  officers, 
for  the  time  being,  did  not  discover  the  defalcation 
in  this  case,  or  report  it  sooner  to  the  law  officer 
and  to  the  head  of  the  department  or  the  president. 
Most  of  them  are  detailed  in  the  two  annexed  re- 
ports on  that  subject  from  the  present  first  auditor 
and  first  comptroller,  in  reply  to  inquiries  made  by 
this  department.  In  some  of  the  reasons  assigned 
there  is  great  weight.  The  cuctoras  collected  at 
New  York  equal  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
amount  in  all  the  United  States.  Difficulties  doubt- 
less exist  in  detecting  defaults  under  the  present 
laws,  at  ports  where  the  business  is  so  large,  the 
accounts  are  so  complicated,  and  the  necessary  de- 
lays in  settlement  so  great. 

The  difficulties  in  making  an  earlier  discovery  in 
this  case  would  seem  to  have  been  increased  by  the 
custom,  which  it  is  understood  has  long  existed  in 
the  auditor’s  office,  not  to  make  detailed  examina- 
tions of  the  bond  accounts  at  large  ports,  unless  it 
may  be  when  doubts  arose  in  relation  to  their  cor- 
rectness. 

The  bonds  on  hand  at  one  time,  at  New  York 
alone,  exceeded  10,000  in  number.  The  delay  of 
three  months,  which  is  allowed  by  law  to  collectors 
in  preparing  for  settlements,  and  the  false  returns 
which  appear  to  have  been  resorted  to  by  the  col- 
lector of  New  York,  in  his  weekly  reports,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  suspicion  and  detection  at  an  early 
day  through  those  returns,  augmented  still  further 
the  obstacles  to  a prompt  detection. 

The  death  of  one  of  the  clerks  in  the  auditor’s 
office,  who  has  had  the  immediate  charge  of  settling 
the  accounts  for  that  port,  and  the  recent  change 
in  the  head  of  the  bureau,  as  well  as  the  death  of 
the  comptroller  who  was  in  office  during  most  of 
the  period  of  the  default,  render  it  impracticable  to 
ascertain  with  accuracy  all  the  circumstances  and 
reasons  why  suspicion  was  not  there  soonerexcited; 
but  those  already  enumerated  are  stipposed  to  have 
been  the  principal  ones.  It  seems  apparent,  how- 
ever, from  the  official  reports  before  referred  to, 
that  many  of  the  defalcations  in  this  case  happened 
under  such  circumstances,  and  were  so  concealed, 
as  to  render  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  detect 
them  sooner  by  the  accounting  officers,  under  the 
existing  laws;  and  it  is  supposed  that  they  could 
not  all  have  been  eventually  discovered  and  exposed, 
except  by  the  aid  of  those  persons  in  the  custom 
house  at  New  York  who  were  aware1  of  the  decep- 
tions practised. 

In  respect  to  the  remaining  legal  check  on  the 
collector,  and  through  which  his  defaults  may  at 
times  be  detected,  it  consists  of  a naval  officer,  au- 
thorized at  a few  ports,  and  required  by  law  to 
examine  and  certify  to  the  various  expenditures 
made,  as  well  as  the  assessment  of  the  duties  col- 
lected. 

But  it  appears  that  the  naval  officer  at  New  York, 
if  able  to  perform  the  task,  has  not  for  a long  period, 
or  at  least  during  the  seventeen  years  that  have 
elapsed  since  a circular  issued  by  the  comptroller 
in  1821,  considered  it  his  duty  to  certify  to  the  ex- 
penditures and  accounts  generally,  but  only  to  cer- 
tain portions  of  them,  and  to  the  correct  assessment 
of  the  duties.  . 

That  circular,  unfortunately,  tended  to  remove  a 
check  on  the  collector,  in  some  particular  very  es- 
sential, and  has  been  repealed  by  the  present  comp- 
troller. 

It  must  also  be  apparent  that  the  real  auditor  of 
the  custom  house  should  be  attached  to  the  naval 


office,  rather  than  that  of  the  collector,  as  he  is  npw 

a nominee  of  the  latter,  and  subject  to  be  neither 
appointed  nor  removed  by  the  department  or  tire 
president. 

Thus  situated,  his  statements  and  acts  are  liable 
to  correspond  with  the  collector’s  wishes,  and  can 
by  fraud  almost  invariably  conceal  defaults  so  as 
not  to  be  detected  by  the  accounting  officers,  or  even 
the  naval  officer. 

Some  of  the  new  instructions  given  by  this  de- 
partment to  the  accounting  officers  when  the  default 
was  suspected,  and  of  the  various  steps  which  were 
required  to  be  taken  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible, 
similar  occurrences  hereafter,  may  be  seen  in  the 
copies  ofletters  annexed. 

I do  not  flatter  myself,  however,  that  these  in- 
structions, even  if  able  to  be  strictly  enforced  by  the 
accounting  officers,  will  prove  successful  in  wholly 
preventing  the  occurrence  of  defaults;  but  it  is 
hoped  that  they  will  tend  to  an  earlier  detection  of 
some  of  them,  should  any  hereafter  happen. 

3.  A few  new  provisions  made  by  congress  would 
add  much  to  their  efficacy.  Thus,  if  a further 
clerical  force  were  authorized  by  law  to  be  placed 
in  the  first  auditor’s  office,  more  seasonable  and 
thorough  examination  of  the  bond  accounts  would 
be  practicable,  and  would,  to  all  appearance,  prove 
beneficial  in  discovering  defalcations.  The  same 
result  would  apparently  happen,  also,  if  the  naval 
officer  at  such  a port  as  New  York  were  enabled, 
under  the  increased  labor  it  would  devolve  on  him, 
to  employ  such  additional  clerks  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  perform  the  duties  required  by  law  in  ex- 
amining critically,  and  certifying  concerning  all  the 
payments  at  that  large  port,  as  well  as  the  assess- 
ment of  duties.  So  would  it  happen  in  the  first 
comptroller’s  office,  if  the  necessary  force  were 
given  by  congress  to  investigate  carefully  the  ba- 
lances on  settlement,  whenever  large;  and  when 
those  balances  are,  on  such  an  investigation,  not 
satisfactorily  explained,  if  they  should  be  required 
by  law  not  only  to  be  immediately  reported  for  suit 
to  the  solicitor,  but  the  suspicious  circumstances, 
and  even  the  amount  considered  due,  be,  in  all 
cases,  communicated  to  the  president,  or  the  head 
of  the  department. 

But,  by  none  of  these  steps  would  the  public,  in 
mv  opinion,  be  sufficiently  secured,  without  still 
other  legislation  of  a general  character,  most  of 
which  has  been  explained  in  the  last  three  reports 
from  this  department  on  the  finances.  The  provi- 
sion in  (lie  act  of  12th  of  October,  1837,  allowing 
the  collector,  instead  of  the  district  attorney,  to  ex- 
tend the  payment  of  bonds  falling  due,  removed  one 
important  check  which  before  existed,  in  requiring 
the  former  to  deliver  forthwith  all  unpaid  bonds  to 
the  latter  for  collection.  Or.  this,  as  well  as  other 
accounts,  some  new  and  some  rigorous  provisions 
by  congress  became  still  more  indispensable,  and 
have  been  earnestly  recommended.  But,  before 
considering  them  in  detail,  it  may  be  proper  to  ob- 
serve that,  in  point  of  fact,  only  a small  part  of  Mr. 
.Swartwout’s  defaults  probably  originated  subse- 
quent to  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  May, 
1837;  and  that,  after  the  suspension,  when  drafts 
and  treasury  notes  constituted  the  principal  receipts 
at  New  York,  till  he  left  office,  Mr.  Swartvvout  was 
still  required  to  make  deposites  in  bank  of  a great 
part  of  any  surplus  which  he  ever  collected  in  money. 
He  was  not  one  of  the  officers  permitted  to  retain 
money  on  which  it  was  customary  for  the  treasurer 
to  place  frequent  drafts  in  favor  of  public  creditors; 
though,  since  Mr.  Swartwout’s  term  expired,  and 
since  specie  payments  have  been  resumed  by  the 
banks,  large  sums  have  been  collected  there  in 
money,  and  it  has  been  customary,  and  has  been 
found  convenient,  to  place  such  drafts  very  often 
on  his  successor.  The  first  new  general  enactment, 
not  already  enumerated,  which  might,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  be  found  useful,  is  the  entire 
separation  of  all  disbursements  from  the  collections 
at  a port  of  such  extensive  business  as  New  York. 

The  attention  of  congress  was  invited  to  such  a 
measure  by  this  department  in  September,  1837,  in 
the  following  words:  “At  points  like  New  York, 
and  a few  others,  where  a likelihood  existed  that 
the  sums  would  permanenlly  be  large,  but  which 
under  a reduced  revenue  and  expenditure,  would 
seldom  occur,  authority  might  be  given  to  appoint 
the  clerks,  now  acting  as  cashiers  or  tellers  under 
the  collectors  and  receivers,  or  other  more  suitable 
persons,  to  act  as  keepers  and  paymasters  of  the 
public  money.  But  they  should  be  made  indepen- 
dent of  the  collectors  and  receivers,  and  placed  un- 
der the  like  tenure  of  office  and  under  suitable 
bonds.”  As  some  further  check  on  the  accounts 
of  the  collectors,  it  might  be  prudent  to  require,  by 
law,  the  certificate  of  the  naval  officer  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  each  weekly  return,  and  to  the  posses- 
sion of  the  balance  in  money,  after  a careful  in- 
spection of  the  whole  subject.  The  provision  re- 


quiring all  balances  not  immediately  adjusted  to  be 

reported  forthwith  to  heads  of  departments  or  the 
president,  in  order  that  real  defaulters  may  be  ascer- 
tained and  seasonably  removed,  has  been  before 
alluded  to,  and  would  be  likely,  in  all  classes  of 
officers,  whether  collecting  or  disbursing,  to  in- 
crease the  public  safety.  Such  reports  are  now 
required  of  the  second  comptroller  in  respect  to 
certain  accounts  of  war  and  navy  officers,  but 
should  be  also  of  both  comptrollers,  and  as  to  all 
kinds  of  balances  and  officers.  The  heads  of  the 
departments  could  then,  by  comparison  with  the 
weekly  returns,  and  other  inquiries,  sometimes  dis- 
cover delinquencies,  which  now  might  escape  de- 
tection, in  the  accounting  officers.  The  entire 
separation  of  the  duties  of  controlling  the  settle- 
ment of  accounts  from  those  of  superintending  the 
customs,  and  making  one  of  the  comptrollers  a 
commissioner  of  the  customs,  would  be  likely,  as 
suggested  to  congress  as  long  ago  as  1835,  to  render 
more  effective  both  of  these  important  branches  of 
business.  Another  useful  check  on  defalcation 
would  be  the  requisition  of  cash  in  payment  of  all 
duties.  The  largest  item  of  deficiency  in  the  case 
under  consideration  grew  out  ofthe  bond  accounts, 
and  future  defaults  could  be  much  better  guarded 
against  if  the  laws  required  only  cash  duties.  But, 
after  all  such  enactments  to  ensure  checks,  and  a 
closer  and  wider  supervision,  this  department  is 
satisfied  that  the  most  effectual  remedies  must  be 
those  operating  directly  on  offenders  themselves. 
The  severest  penalties  against  false  returns,  and 
against  the  loan  or  embezzlement  of  the  public  mo- 
ney by  collectors,  as  well  as  all  classes  of  officers, 
and  the  strictest  prohibitions  against  its  use  in  any 
way  for  private  purposes,  with  the  occasional  and 
rigorous  examination  of  their  funds  and  vouchers 
by  agents  or  by  committees  of  congress,  in  a man- 
ner similar  to  what  was  recommended  by  this  de- 
partment at  the  special  session  in  1S37,  would, 
without  doubt,  have  the  most  salutary-effect  on  the 
security  of  the  government.  By  the  influence  of 
these  measures  in  preventing  wrong,  they  would 
also  in  the  end,  often  prove  acts  of  kindness,  rather 
than  hardship,  to  the  officers  themselves  and  their 
unfortunate  sureties. 

Such  transactions  as  that  which  it  has  been  my 
disagreeable  task  on  this  occasion  to  report  for 
your  consideration,  being  flagrant  breaches  of  mo- 
rality, as  well  as  great  civil  injuries,  cannot,  in  my 
opinion,  be  too  strongly  branded  by  penal  legisla- 
tion. This  could  bring  no  reproach  on  any  of  those 
upright,  scrupulous,  and  faithful  citizens  who  fill 
stations  of  public  trust.  It  will  prove  fortunate, 
also,  for  the  security  of  the  treasury,  if  public 
opinion  should,  in  relation  to  such  delinquencies, 
hereafter  indicate  a much  higher  tone  of  morals 
and  a stronger  sense  of  official  fidelity  and  honor 
than  have,  unhappily,  to  some  extent  heretofore  pre- 
vailed. I regret,  sir,  that  the  facts  could  not  be 
correctly  explained  in  this  case  without  the  use  of 
some  language  which  may  appear  harsh,  but  which 
the  circumstances  and  a due  discharge  of  duty 
seemed  imperatively  to  require. 

Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  Stales. 

P.  S.  Two  copies  of  recent  letters  from  Mr. 
Svvartwout  to  some  of  his  friends  in  New  York,  in 
relation  to  this  subject,  protesting  against  the  sup- 
posed amount  of  his  default,  and  insisting  on  his 
ability  to  meet  any  deficiency,  are  submitted  for 
the  president’s  perusal,  but  are  not  made  a part  of 
this  report,  as  some  of  the  "matters  contained  in 
them  seem  to  be  of  a private  character. 

Since  this  report  was  prepared,  I understand  that 
the  office  of  district  attorney  for  the  southern  dis- 
trict of  New  York  has  become  vacated,  under  cir- 
cumstances which  create  a suspicion  of  some  con- 
nection between  the  recent  incumbent  and  Mr. 
Swartwout  in  the  default  above  mentioned.  I have 
requested  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  to  take  all 
suitable  steps  to  examine  throughly  the  state  of  the 
accounts  ofthe  late  attorney,  and,  if  any  thing  should 
appear  to  he  due,  to  procure  security  therefor  as  far 
as  practicable.  As  soon  as  any  important  results 
on  this  subject  are  ascertained  with  accuracy,  I will 
communicate  them  for  your  consideration. 

L.  W. 

Reports  of  the  first,  comptroller  and  solicitor  of  the 

treasury  relative  to  the  defalcation  of  Samuel 

Swartwout,  late  collector  of  customs  at  New  York. 

New  York,  Novembcf  8,  1S38.. 

Str:  On  the  receipt  of  your  letter  to  the  solicitor 
of  the  treasury,  of  the  5th  instant,  we  conferred  to- 
gether on  the  course  most  expedient  to  be  laken  in 
regard  to  the  defalcation  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  the 
late  collector  at  New  York. 
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It  appeared  that  the  last  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts at  the  treasury  was  tip  to  the  31st  Decem- 
ber last,  and  that,  although  he  was  called  upon  by 
the  first  auditor  and  notice  subsequently  given  to 
his  sureties  by  the  comptroller,  his  accounts  and 
vouchers,  from  that  time  till  the  2Sth  of  March, 
when  his  term  of  office  expired,  had  never  been 
furnished.  The  stated  balance  against  him  on  the 
3 1st j December,  1337,  was  $9,678,934  5G;  this, 
however,  was  known  to  include  all  the  uncollected 
bonds  not  due,  bonds  in  suit,  and  various  items  to 
which  he  would  be  entitled  to  a credit  on  a final 
adjustment.  This  made  it  necessary,  as  the  ac- 
counts and  vouchers  were  not  furnished,  that  im- 
mediate steps  should  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  sum 
really  due,  as  accurately  as  possible.  With  this 
object,  we  requested  Mr  Uuderwood,  who  has 
been  charged  with  the  examination,  in  the  office  of 
the  first  auditor,  of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wout,  to  proceed  at  once  to  New  York,  and  from 
the  documents  at  the  custom-house  obtain  the  ne- 
cessary information  for  stating  the  accounts  at  the 
treasury,  and  ascertaining  the  true  balance  for  which 
Mr.  Swartwout  is  liable.  Ho  has  accordingly  done  so. 

We  arrived  here  ourselves  yesterday,  and  found 
that  Mr.  Underwood  had  been  industriously  en- 
gaged in  the  necessary  examinations.  The  result 
has  been,  so  l'ar,  to  ascertain  that  the  defalcation 
exceeds  $1,200,000.  He  will  continue  his  labors 
until  he  has  every  fact  necessary  for  making  a true 
account,  when  he  will  proceed  at  once  to  Washing- 
ton, and  have  it  duly  stated  and  passed  by  the  ac- 
counting otficers;  which  is  a necessary  step,  pre- 
liminary to  further  proceedings.  We  expect  Mr. 
Underwood  will  leave  here  this  afternoon. 

We  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  security 
in  Mr.  Swartwout’s  official  bond  is  fully  sufficient 
f0r  its  amount. 

The  examination  requisite  to  ascertain  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  money  was  abstracted,  and  the 
details  of  the  defalcation  which  has  been  going  on 
for  seven  or  eight  years,  will  require  some  days. — 
All  that  we  know  in  regard  to  it  at  present,  is  de- 
rived from  a voluntary  communication  made  to  us 
last  evening  by  Mr.  Henry  Ogden,  the  cashier  of 
the  custom-house  during  Mr.  Swartwout’s  term. 

Having  been  informed  that  the  large  defalcation 
was  known  to  the  public  officers,  and  that  we  had 
come  to  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
it,  he  called  on  us,  and  at  once,, in  the  presence  of 
Mr.  Price,  the  district  attorney,  who  was  with  us, 
entered  frankly  into  a conversation  on  the  subject. 
He  commenced  uy  saying  that  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  had  troubled  him  exceedingly  for  some 
time,  and  that  he  had  strongly  urged  Mr.  Swart- 
wont  not  to  leave  the  United  States  in  August  last; 
that  he  had  told  him  that  it  was  scarcely  possible 
the  defalcation  could  remain  much  longer  conceal- 
ed, especially  since  the  accounts  forthelast  quarter 
had  been  called  for  and  not  furnished;  that  he  had 
advised  him,  instead  of  going  to  Europe,  to  go  at 
once  to  Washington,  submit  a statement  of  the 
whole  matter  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  sur- 
render his  property,  and  make  the  best  arrange- 
ment he  could;  that  Mr.  Svrartwont  told  him  in  re- 
ply, he  was  confident  of  being  able  to  raise  money 
in  England,  by  which  he  could  pa}'  his  whole  debt 
to  the  United  States  as  soon  as  he  returned;  and  he 
did  not  think  the  business  would  be  known  before 
that  time. 

In  reply  to  our  inquiry  as  to  the  time  when  the 
abstraction  of  the  public  money  commenced,  he 
stated  that  it  was  about  nine  months  after  Mr. 
Swartwout  was  appointed  collector.  He  afterwards 
said  he  supposed  it  might  have  been  a year  after — 
that  is,  in  1830;  that,  as  the  amount  of  defalcation 
increased,  he  frequently  spoke  to  Mr.  Swartwout 
on  the  subject;  and  that,  about  four  years  since,  it 
had  become  so  large  that  he  told  Mr.  Swartwout 
that  unless  measures  were  taken  to  reduce  it,  he 
could  not  consent  lo  continue  in  the  situation  he 
held.  Mr.  Swartwout  was,  however,  confident  that 
the  operations  in  which  he  was  engaged  would  be 
so  profitable  as  to  make  it  easy  for  him  to  pay  off 
the  whole  deficiency.  The  mode  of  treating  the 
subject  Mr.  Swartwout  continued  to  persist  in  to 
the  last,  always  expressing  his  belief  that  he  could 
set  matters  right. 

In  reply  to  our  inquiry  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
the  affair  had  been  conducted,  and  the  amount,  Mr. 
Ogden  stated  that  Mr.  Phillips,  the  assistant  cash- 
ier, was  moie  fully  acquainted  with  the  particulars 
than  himself,  but  that  it  commenced  by  Mr.  Swart- 
wout not  passing  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  the 
whole  sums  received;  that  the  bonds,  being  placed 
in  bank,  were  there  collected  and  passed  to  the  cre- 
dit of  Mr.  Swartwout  himself;  and  that  the  weekly 
transfers  to  the  treasurer  by  Mr.  Swartwout  were 
usually  made  on  Monday,  but  did  not  include  the 
moneys  received  later  than  Saturday  morning  at  10 
o’clock;  by  which  means  the  receipts  on  bonds  due 


on  Saturday  and  Sunday  were  embraced  in  the  suc- 
ceeding week,  and  thus  that  amount,  which  often 
was  $100,000  or  $'200,000,  could  be  kept  and  used 
by  him;  the  receipts  of  the  last  two  days  of  each 
week  enabling  him  to  make  up  the  previous  defi- 
ciency, so  as  to  transfer  the  requisite  sum  to  the 
treasurer.  The  next  mode  adopted  by  Mr.  Swart- 
wout was  the  use  of  the  fund  deposited  to  meet  un- 
liquidated duties,  which  was  a large  one,  amounting 
frequently  to  $'150,000  or  $200,000,  and  was  entirely 
under  his  control,  the  deposites  being  made  to  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  own  credit,  and  subject  to  his  check. 
To  these  he  added  the  use  of  the  monevs  paid  to 
him  on  account  of  the  share  of  the  United  States  in 
penalties  and  forfeitures;  and  he  also  overdrew  the 
account  for  fees  and  emoluments  payable  to  him  for 
himself  and  the  officers  of  the  customs.  These  were, 
Mr.  Ogden  stated,  in  his  opinion,  the  sources  from 
which  Mr.  Swartwout  retained  the  moneys,  and  (he 
mode  by  which  he  was  able  to  keep  his  transfer  to 
the  treasurer  apparently  correct;  bud  about  the  yeats 
1836  and  1837,  the  deficiency  bad  amounted  so  high 
it  became  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent  its  detec- 
tion, to  use  the  bonds  which  were  deposited  with 
him  for  collection;  a large  amount  of  them  was  with- 
drawn from  the  usual  course,  and  the  amountcollect- 
ed  by  Mr.  Swartwout.  From  this  arises  the  princi- 
pal deficiency  in  the  bond  account. 

In  regard  to  the  amount  of  defalcation,  Mr.  Ogden 
stated  that,  in  one  of  his  conversations  with  Mr. 
Swartwout  last  summer,  he  (Mr.  Ogden)  told  him 
(hat  it  could  not  be  less  than  $900,000,  but  Mr. 
Swartwout  said  lie  did  not  think  it  exceeded 
$800,000. 

In  reply  to  our  inquiry  as  to  what  had  become  of 
the  money,  Mr.  Ogden  said  that  he  was  total!}’  at  a 
loss  to  conceive  how  such  a sum  could  have  been 
exhausted;  that  Mr.  Swartwout  had  been  a large 
speculator  in  stocks  for  several  years,  and  that  he 
had  known  his  operations  in  them  to  amount  to  some 
hundred  shares  a day;  that  he  had  been  a loser  for  a 
large  sum  by  the  failure  of  the  Josephs,  to  whom  he 
knew  of  his  actually  loaning'  $25,000  a day  or  two 
before  their  failure;  that  be  had  made  immense  pur- 
chases of  lands  in  Texas;  and  that  fie  also  had  heavy 
interests  in  the  Cumberland  coal  lands.  It  did  not 
appear,  however,  that  Mr.  Ogden  could  account  for 
an  expenditure  so  large  as  the  ascertained  defalca- 
tion. 

In  reply  to  our  inquiry  as  to  Mr.  Swartwout’s 
property,  Mr.  Ogden  stated  his  inability  to  give  a 
particular  account  of  it.  He  said  that  the  funds  in 
bank  known  to  him  did  not  exceed  $29,000;  that 
there  was  a house  in  this  city;  land  at  Hoboken, 
on  which  there  was  an  incumbranceof  about  $50,000, 
but  which  he  thought  worth  $100,000  more;  that 
there  was  besides  some  land  in  Illinois,  the  Cumber- 
land property,  and  the  property  in  Texas. 

Mr.  Ogden,  then  stated  that  he  had  a full  power  of 
attorney  from  Mr.  Swartwout,  under  whieh  he  was 
desirous  to  act,  as,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  he  thought  his  duty  required,  arid  Mr.  Swart- 
wout himself  could  not  object  to.  He  stated  that 
probably  Mr.  Swartwout  would  return  in  the  steam- 
ship expected  nextweek;  that  he  had  written,  urging 
him  to  do  so,  especially  on  his  being  apprised  that 
the  sureties  had  received  notice  from  the  comptroller 
that  (he  accounts  had  not  been  rendered;  that, 
although  he  bad  no  direct  account  of  his  intention  to 
return,  be  thought  it  most  probable  that  he  would  do 
so.  He  assured  us  that,  in  the  mean  time,  no  mea- 
sures should  be  taken  under  his  power  of  attorney  to 
interfere  with  the  claims  of  the  United  Slates;  and 
he  finally  agreed  to  transfer  to  them,  under  that  in- 
strument, the  property  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  and  offer- 
ed to  meet  us  on  the  following  day  for  that  purpose, 
at  the  office  of  the  dislrh  t attorney. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  N.  BARKER, 

H.  D.  GILPIN. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury , sec'y  treasury. 

New  York,  November  10,  1838. 

Sin:  Since  the  joint  report  of  the  comptroller  and 
myself,  on  the  8th  instant,  the  investigations  into 
tlie  defalcation  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  and  the  steps 
which  seemed  expedient  in  relation  to  it,  have  been 
continued  without  intermission.  They  have  proved 
very  laborious,  and  in  no  degree  tended  to  lessen 
the  amount  of  the  deficiency,  or  change  the  cha- 
racter of  the  transaction. 

All  the  abstracts,  vouchers,  and  other  documents, 
relating  to  the  collector’s  account  for  the  first  quar- 
ter of  1838,  (being  the  last  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s 
term,)  which  bad  never  been  furnished,  have  been 
now  transmitted  to  the  first  auditor.  These  docu- 
ments, however,  want  the  signature  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wout, though  prepared  by  the  officer  who  transacted 
that  branch  of  his  official  business.  The  cause  of 
their  being  thus  incomplete  appears  to  have  been 
the  desire  of  Mr.  Swartwout  that  they  should  not 


be  furnished  to  the  accounting  officers  until  his  re- 
turn from  abroad.  By  that  time,  according  to  the 
statements  of  Mr.  Ogden,  be  hoped  to  be  able  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  settlement  of  the  whole 
defalcation.  The  want  of  them,  however,  delayed 
the  present  collector  in  the  completion  of  his  own 
accounts,  as  it  was  necessary  to  include  therein  an 
accurate  statement  of  the  balances  in  cash  and  un- 
collected bonds,  handed  over  by  Mr.  Swartwout,  and 
that  the  same  should  agtee  with  the  final  accounts 
of  the  latter,  as  rendered  to  the  treasury  depart- 
ment. The  urgent  demand  for  this,  made  by  the 
present  collector  upon  the  officer  having  charge  of 
these  accounts,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  it, 
first  led  to  the  suspicions  communicated  by  hirn  to 
tlie  department,  which  were  rendered  more  certain 
by  the  subsequent  examinations  he  immediately 
instituted. 

Mr.  Underwood  completed, on  Thursday  evening, 
the  examination  of  the  books  and  documents  at  the 
custom-house,  so  far  as  to  enable  him,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  (he  information  already  possessed  at  the 
treasury,  to  state  the  account  of  Mr.  Swartwout  so 
as  to  exhibit  truly  tlie  amount  due  to  the  United 
States.  He  then  proceeded  to  Washington  for  tlie 
purpose  of  having  the  account  finally  adjusted  and 
passed  by  the  accounting  officers,  as  the  act'of  con- 
gress requires,  and  expected  to  return  it  to  me,  at 
this  place,  duly  certified,  by  the  12th  instant. — 
When  it  is  received,  we  shall  be  able  to  adopt  the 
summary  proceedings  by  distress  warrant, authorized 
by  the  act  of  May  15,  1820,  should  the  interests  of 
the  United  States  make  that  course  most  advisable. 

It  appeared  proper,  however,  without  waiting  for 
this,  to  take  whatever  measures  were  possible  for 
the  irnmed:ate  security  of  the  United  States.  On 
examining  the  letter  of  attorney  from  Mr.  Swart- 
wout to  Mr.  Ogden,  I found  that  it  conferred  on 
the  latter  the  fullest  agency.  He  was  entirely  im- 
pressed with  the  propriety  of  adopting  under  it 
such  measures  for  the  security  of  the  United  States 
as  were  in  his  power.  Ha  has  paid  over  to  me  the 
sum  of  $30,000  in  cash,  being  the  depositein  bank 
referred  to  in  the  iast  report.  This  sum  I have 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  on  special  deposite,in  the  bank  of  America; 
and  herewith  enclose  you  duplicate  receipts  of  the 
cashier  therefor.  Mr.  Ogden  has  also  executed,  as 
the  attorney  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  three  mortgages 
of  all  his  property  in  the  states  of  New  York, "New 
Jersey,  and  Maryland.  The  specific  portions  ol 
property  belonging  to  Mr.  Swartwout  in  those 
states  were  not  all  known  to  Mr.  Ogden,  but  they 
are  described  as  fully  as  bis  information  permitted; 
and  the  mortgages  embrace,  generally,  all  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  estate.  Neither  Mr.  Price  nor  myself 
have  been  able  to  learn  that  there  is  any  other  pro- 
perty, real  or  personal,  unless  it  be  the  household 
furniture.  The  mortgages  have  been  placed  for  re- 
cord in  the  registers ’s  office  of  this  city,  and  of  Ber- 
gen county,  New  Jersey;  and  I have  forwarded  that 
embracing  the  property  in  Maryland,  to  the  district 
attorney  there,  with  a request  to  have  it  recorded  in 
the  proper  office  without  delay.  These  mortgages 
include  the  house  and  lots  in  this  city;  the  large 
and  valuable  meadow  property  at  Hoboken;  and 
the  interest  in  the  coal  lands  at  Cumberland.  As 
to  their  value,  I have  no  means  of  forming  an  opi- 
nion, but  it  is  rated  by  Mr.  Ogden  at  a very  lar^e 
amount. 

The  investigation  into  the  details  of  this  defalca- 
tion is  necessarily  very  difficult  and  tedious.  Eight 
or  nine  years  have  elapsed  since  it  commenced. — 
The  books  and  accounts  through  which  it  is  to  be 
traced  are  numerous,  as  it  was  tarried  on  through 
the  various  periods  when  the  public  moneys  were 
collected  and  kept  in  the  branch  bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  selected  deposite  banks,  and  by  the  col- 
lector himself.  The  different  classes  of'  revenue 
received,  which,  as  was  stated  in  our  last  report, 
were  successively  resorted  to  at  different  periods, 
multiply  the  researches  into  the  general  accounts, 
which  are  of  vast  complexity  and  amount;  and  the 
false  statements  and  other  entries  in  regard  to  these 
transactions,  made  with  a view  to  give  the  appear- 
ance of  correctness  to  the  official  returns,  and  pre- 
vent discovery,  increase  the  present  difficulty. 

From  Mr.  Phillips,  the  assistant  cashier  durino-  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  official  term,  we  received  a verbal 
statement,  confirming  that  previously  made  to  us 
by  Mr.  Ogden;  and, "in  a written  communication, 
he  has  given  a general  view  of  the  course  of  pro- 
ceeding, to  which  he  has  offered  to  add  such  a par- 
ticular account  of  the  details  of  the  transactions  as 
he  can  gather  from  the  books  and  accounts.  When 
Mr.  Underwood  returns  here,  I hope  that  his  know- 
ledge of  such  accounts  and  his  great  industry  and 
accuracy  may  enable  him  to  trace  out  the  whole  of 
this  complicated  proceeding,  step  by  step,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  close. 

I will  forward  to  you,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  pre- 
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pared,  copies  of  the  written  statements  of  Mr. 
Ogden  and  Mr.  Phillips:  of  the  letter  of  attorney 
of  Mr.  Swartwout  to  Mr.  Ogden;  and  of  the  three 
mortgages  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  property. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

H.  D.  GILPIN. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

New  York,  Nov.  13,  1838. 

Sir:  Yesterday  I received  a duly  certified  tran- 
script or  the  account  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  as  finally 
stated  by  ths  accounting  officers,  showing  a balance 
due  from  bin:,  as  'ate  collector  of  the  revenue  for 
the  port  ot  Nevr  York,  of  <$1,344,1 19  65. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  15th 
May,  1820,  I forthwith  issued  a warrant  of  distress 
against  the  said  Samuel  Swartwout,  and  Benjamin 
JSirdsall,  Charles  L.  Livingston,  and  Mangle  M. 
Quackenboss,  the  sureties  in  the  official  bond  of 
Mr.  Swartwout,  which  was  forwarded  from  the  of- 
fice of  the  first  comptroller  of  the  treasury.  The 
warrant  of  distress  with  a copy  of  the  account, 
was  delivered  to  the  marshal,  and  he  proceeded 
without  delay  to  make  a levy  on  the  estate  of  Mr. 
Swartwout  and  his  sureties  in  this  district. 

In  order  to  perfect  the  lien  in  the  manner  the  act 
requires  the  marshal  has  already  caused  the  levies 
he  has  made,  with  the  dates,  to  be  recorded  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  for  this  dis- 
trict, and  will  continue  so  to  do  as  additional  pro- 
perty may  be  ascertained. 

Although  the  parties  are  resident  in  this  district, 
yet  as  the  act  of  congress  contemplates  the  issue  of 
different  warrants  where  the  estate  intended  to  be 
taken  and  sold  is  situate  in  different  districts,  I have 
issued  one  to  the  marshal  of  Maryland,  and  ano- 
ther to  the  marshal  of  New  Jersey,  and  I have  di- 
rected the  most  rigid  scrutiny  to  ascertain  the  pro- 
perty that  can  be  levied  on.  The  only  account  of 
any  in  either  state  that  I have  been  able  to  obtain  is 
that  embraced  in  the  two  mortgages  to  the  United 
States,  referred  to  in  my  last  report;  but  it  is  sup- 
posed there  may  be  other  property  or  interests  in 
some  companies,  incorporated  or  unincorporated. 
At  all  events,  a more  full  description  of  that  and  all 
other  will  be  obtained  and  embraced  in  the  return 
and  record  of  the  levy,  so  as  to  make  the  security 
of  the  United  States  more  complete  than  under  the 
mortgage. 

Under  the  distress  warrant  here,  the  marshal  is 
causing  the  most  careful  search  to  be  made,  for  the 
purpose  of  discovering  whether  there  are  any  mo- 
neys or  stocks  belonging  to  Mr.  Swartwout  of  which 
we  have  not  been  heretofore  informed.  So  far,  it 
does  not  appear  that  there  are;  and  the  general  im- 
pression seems  to  be  that  he  is  not  possessed  of  any 
such  property.  It  is  among  the  most  remarkable 
circumstances  in  this  case,  that  so  little  should, 
apparently,  remain  out  of  such  a vast  amount  of 
money. 

The  return  of  Mr.  Swartwout  by  the  steamship 
is  still  looked  for.  She  has  not  yet  arrived,  but  is 
hourly  expected. 

In  my  last  report  I stated  to  you  the  circum- 
stances which  rendered  it  a work  of  extreme  diffi- 
culty and  delay  to  trace  the  details  of  this  long- 
continued  defalcation."  Since  the  return  of  Mr. 
Underwood  yesterday,  and  his  ability  (now  that 
the  statement  of  the  account  is  completed)  to  de- 
vote his  attention  exclusively  to  this  branch  of  the 
case,  considerable  progress  has  been  made.  The 
general  system  by  which  the  money  wa3  abstracted, 
and  the  deficiency  concealed,  has  been  already 
stated  to  you,  as  derived  from  the  information  of 
Mr.  Ogden  and  Mr.  Phillips,  confirmed  by  the  ex- 
aminations of  the  comptroller  and  myself.  I now, 
however,  feel  satisfied  that  we  shall  be  able  to  trace 
out  the  whole  proceedings,  so  as  to  show  exactly 
the  times,  amounts,  and  modes,  in  which  the  various 
sums  of  money  were  respectively  taken. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

H.  D.  GILPIN. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbuny,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

New  York,  Nov.  15,  1838. 

Sir:  We  have  completed,  with  the  aid  of  Mr. 
Underwood,  the  examination  of  the  records  of  the 
custom-house  at  this  place.  From  them,  with  the 
information  derived  from  Mr.  Phillips,  the  assist- 
ant cashier,  we  have  ascertained,  as  we  believe, 
correctly,  the  sums  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Swartwout 
from  the  public  moneys  under  his  charge,  during 
each  successive  quarter  of  his  official  term,  and  ne- 
ver replaced.  A summary  statement,  exhibiting 
this  in  detail,  has  been  drawn  out  by  Mr.  Under- 
wood, and  is  among  1,he  documents,  transmitted  to 
you  herewith. 

The  amount,  as  settled  at  the  treasury  on  the  10th 
instant,  exhibits  a balance  due  from  Mr.  Swartwout 
exclusive  of  interesfof  $1,344, 119  65.  It  is  supposed 
that  a further  adjustment  of  his  accounts,  and  the 


production  of  the  formal  and  necessary  vouchers 
lor  sums  for  which  he  may  be  entitled  to  credit, 
will  authorize  a further  allowance  of  $148,413  96. 
This  will  make  the  sum  with  which  he  is  chargea- 
ble $1,225,705  69,  exclusive  of  interest.  This  is 
the  amount  that  he  appears  to  have  withdrawn  and 
never  replaced. 

According  to  the  statements  of  Mr.  Ogden  and 
Mr.  Phillips,  heretofore  mentioned  to  you,  and  sub- 
sequently confirmed  by  them  in  writing  as  well  as 
verbally,  the  use  of  the  public  money  commenced 
as  early  as  the  close  of  1829,  or  the  beginning  of 
1830;  the  practice  being  to  transfer  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  week,  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  no  more  than  the  amount  received 
previous  to  Saturday  morning;  and  thus  to  replace 
successively  from  the  subsequent  receipts  the  sums 
withdrawn,  so  that  the  deficiency  might  not  ap- 
pear. Though,  the  sums  thus  replaced  after  they 
were  taken,  can  form  no  part  of  the  balance  now 
charged  against  Mr.  Swartwout,  which  consists 
only  of  sums  never  returned,  yet  we  endeavored  to 
obtain  from  Mr.  Phillips  the  items  of  this  sort  from 
the  commencement.  We  were  unable  to  do  so. — 
The  original  check-book  of  Mr.  Swartwout  from 
June,  1830,  to  December,  1831,  through  which,  per- 
haps, they  might  have  been  traced,  was  not,  after 
diligent  search,  to  be  found;  and  although  Mr. 
Phillips  commenced,  as  he  stated,  in  the  year  1834, 
when  the  deficit  began  to  be  large,  to  make  a me- 
morandum by  which  he  can  now  designate  the  sums 
withdrawn,  subsequent  to  that  period,  by  Mr. 
Swartwout,  from  the  cash  fund  for  his  own  use,  yet 
he  declared  his  inability  to  do  so  any  earlier.  The 
evidence,  therefore,  in  regard  to  the  moneys  that 
were  withdrawn  and  replaced,  is  found  in  the  ver- 
bal communications  made  to  U3  by  Mr.  Ogden  and 
Mr.  Phillips,  which  were  given  in  our  previous 
reports  to  you,  and  in  theirletters  and  written  state- 
ments, of  which  copies  will  be  found  among  the 
documents  transmitted  to  you  herewith. 

We  have  ascertained  tbatthesum  of  $1,225,705  69 
taken  by  Mr.  Swartwout  and  not  replaced,  in- 
creased gradually,  from  the  first  quarter  of  1830, 
to  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of  183S,  when  his 
official  term  expired,  and  that  it  was  drawn  from 
various  funds. 


The  deficit  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  at  the  end  of  each 
successive  year,  was  as  follows: 

On  the  31st  December,  1S30  - $622  34 

On  the  31st  December,  1831  - 1,168  87 

On  the  31st  December,  1S32  - 30,801  33 

On  the  31st  December,  1833  - 35,298  54 

On  the  31st  December,  1834  - 50,370  04 

On  the  31st  December,  1835  - 137,061  69 

On  the  31st  December,  1836  - 336,718  69 

On  the  31st  December,  18S7  - 1,016,955  32 

On  the  28th  March,  1838  - 1,225,705  69 

The  “ tonnage  duty ” is  the  first  fund  in  which  the 
deficit  exists.  It  amounts  in  the  aggregate  to 
$2,271  39.  Of  this,  there  occurred  in  the  year 
1830,  $622  34;  in  the  year  1831,  $546  33;  in  the 
year  1833,  $823  17;  in  the  year  1835,  $279  35. — 
None  of  these  sums  are  found  to  be  debited  in  the 
cash  accountof  Mr.  Swartwout.  In  the  year  1836, 
however,  there  is  a debit  to  that  account  of  $488  15, 
for  correction  of  errors,  leaving  the  whole  amount 
of  tonnage  duty  received  and  unaccounted  for 
$1,7S3  24.  It  may  be  that  this  deficit  has  arisen 
from  errors  which  have  crept  into  the  account 
during  the  five  years  through  which  it  extends. — 
The  amount  is  so  small  as  to  give  color  to  this  sup- 
position. 

The  “forfeitures  and  penalties ” belonging  to  the 
United  States  constitute  the  second  fund  in  which 
there  is  a deficit.  It  amounts  in  the  aggregate  to 
$39,S23  12. 

Of  this,  there  occurred — 

In  the  year  1832,  the  sum  of  - $29,632  46 

In  the  year  1833,  the  sum  of  - 3,674  04 

In  the  year  1834,  the  sum  of  - 1,173  09 

In  the  year  1835,  the  sum  of  - 5,343  53 


$39,823  12 


By  the  provisions  of  the  89th  section  of  the  act 
of  2d  March,  1799,  the  collector  is  to  receive  from 
the  court  all  sums  received  on  account  of  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  for  a breach  of  the  reve- 
nue laws,  and  he  is  to  account  for  them  quaiterly 
to  the  treasury.  The  sum  above  stated  belonged 
to  the  United  States,  as  their  portion  of  various 
penalties  and  forfeitures,  and  was  received  by  Mr. 
Swartwout  under  the  above  provision.  It  was  not, 
however,  debited  in  his  own  cash  account;  and 
though  admitted  in  his  accounts  rendered  to  the 
treasury,  it  has  never  been  paid  over. 

Three  “ treasury  warrants ,”  amounting  in  the  ag- 
gregate to  $39,240  05,  were  received  by  Mr.  Swart- 
wout during  the  years  1834  and  1835.  They  were 
for  the  following  sums,  respectively: 


1834,  August  23,  No.  9677  - $7,637  21 

1835,  May  2,  No.  837  - 21,895  15 

1835,  June  22,  No.  993  - 9,707  69 


$39,240  05 


Mr,  Swartwout  received  these  warrants  under  the 
authority  of  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  27th  June, 
1834,  to  make  up  an  alleged  deficiency  in  the  fees 
and  emoluments  of  his  office  to  meet  the  compensa- 
tion due  to  his  clerks.  Their  receipt  appears  by 
his  books,  but  the  proceeds  have  never  been  debited 
in  his  cash  account,  and  their  whole  amount  still  re- 
mains entirely  unaccounted  for. 

Cash  was  withdrawn  for  the  alleged  purpose  of 
paying  the  expense  of  the  office,  beyond  the  actual 
amount  of  these  expenses,  as  exhibited  by  Mr.  Swart- 
wout’s own  accounts  and  vouchers.  The  aggregate 
of  this  excess  is  $60,291  42.  The  application  of 
this  fund  commenced  in  the  third  quarter  of  1835, 
and  extended  down  to  the  last  qua:  ter  of  his  official 
term.  It  is  thus  distributed  through  the  several 
years : 

In  1835  the  excess  of  cash  with- 
drawn was  - - $6,368  25 

In  1836  it  was  - - 30,788  29 

In  1837  it  was  - - 23,134  88 


^ $60,291  42 

A single  item,  under  the  name  of  “ cash  retained 
for  refunding  merchants,'”  appears  in  the  1st  quarter 
of  1836.  It  amounts  to  $80,769  53.  The  expla- 
nation given  of  this  item  by  the  auditor  of  the  cus- 
tom-house is  that  there  were  various  importers  who 
were  entitled  to  the  extension  afforded  by  the  act 
of  congress  to  those  w ho  had  suffered  by  the  great 
fire  in  the  winter  of  1S35-6,  but  who  had  actually 
paid  their  bonds.  This  sum  Mr.  Swartwout  with- 
drew from  the  cash  fund,  in  order,  as  was  alleged, 
to  refund  to  these  importers  the  amount  of  their 
bonds  so  paid,  and  to  give  them  the  benefits  of  the 
extension.  It  never  was,  however,  applied  to  that 
purpose,  or  restored  to  the  debit  ol  cash.  It  still 
remains  unaccounted  for. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  sums  withdrawn 
from  these  five  funds,  viz  : tonnage  duties,  forfeit- 
ures, treasury  warrants,  office  expenses,  and  cash 
to  be  refunded  to  merchants,  amounted  altogether 
to  $221,907  36.  All  these  were  funds  that  ought, 
immediately  on  their  receipt,  to  have  been  placed 
in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  appropri- 
ated to  the  specific  purposes  for  which  they  came 
into  the  collector’s  hands. 

The  next  fund  in  which  we  trace  the  deficit  is 
much  larger  in  amount  than  either  of  the  preceding; 
it  consists  of  cash  received  by  the  collector,  but 
which,  according  to  the  usage  of  the  custom-house, 
that  officer  has  been  in  the  habit  of  retaining  in  his 
own  hands,  under  the  designation  of  “protests,” 
and  “ deposites  for  unascertained  duties,”  instead  of 
paying  it  into  the  treasury.  The  former  consists 
of  sums  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  pay  any  amount 
of  damages  that  may  be  recovered  after  suit,  by  an 
importer  from  the  collector,  on  account  of  his  hav- 
ing charged  a rate  of  duty  higher  than  that  which 
is  authorized  by  law,  and  where,  at  the  time  of  pay- 
ing the  duty,  the  importer  has  filed  with  the  collector 
a “protest  ” against  the  duty  charged.  The  latter 
consists  of  sums  deposited  by  the  importer  at  the 
time  of  making  his  entry,  in  cases  where  the  neces- 
sary calculations  and  examinations  to  ascertain  the 
exact  amount  of  duty  require  considerable  time; 
and  the  deposite  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  col- 
lector until  it  is  so  ascertained,  when  the  proper 
amount  of  duty  is  paid  by  him  into  the  treasury, 
and  the  balance  returned  to  the  importer.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  these  funds  must,  from  their  nature,  con- 
stantly leave  in  the  hands  of  the  collector  a very 
large  sum,  the  amount  received  and  retained  by  him 
always  supplying  whatever  may  be  withdrawn  to 
meet  the  necessary  payments  either  of  protests  or 
ascertained  duties. 

When  Mr.  Swartwout’s  term  expired,  on  the  28th 
March,  1838,  it  appears,  by  his  own  account,  that 
he  was  chargeable  with  $201,096  40  of  cash  re- 
tained to  meet  “protests,”  and  with  $164,010  60 
of  cash  “ deposited  with  him  to  meet  ‘ unascertain- 
ed duties.’”  The  only  portion  of  this  which  he 
paid  over  to  his  successor  was  $8,229  94  to  meet 
“ protests;”  leaving  the  amount  of  that  fund  re- 
tained by  him  $192,866  46.  In  the  deposite3  to 
meet  “unascertained  duties,”  Mr.  Underwood  notes 
a small  error  of  $166  44,  making  it,  in  fact, 
$164,177  04.  and  thus  exhibiting  the  whole  amount 
of  cash  retained  out  of  these  two  funds  of  “ pro- 
tests” and  “deposites”  $357,043  50.  None  of 
this  is  now  to  be  found  in  any  bank  deposited  to 
the  credit  of  the  late  collector,  nor  has  any  provi- 
sion been  made  for  it.  The  whole  appears  to  have 
been  appropriated  by  him,  from  time  to  time,  to  his 
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private  use.  We  endeavored  to  ascertain  exactly 
the  amounts  of  cash  which  had  been  successively 
withdrawn,  so  as  to  make  up  the  whole  of  these 
funds.  Mr.  Phillips,  the  assistant  cashier,  who 
kept  the  check  books,  from  which  only  this  can  be 
traced,  has  given  us  a statement  of  such  of  the  sums 
thus  drawn  out  by  Mr.  Swartwout  for  his  private 
use  as  he  was  able  to  obtain  from  the  old  check 
books  in  the  office  and  his  own  memorandums.  It 
embraces  only  the  interval  between  November, 
1834,  and  June,  1837,  and  amounts  in  the  aggregate 
to  $193,602  20.  Of  this  sum  the  cash  noted  by  Mr. 
Phillips  as  being  withdrawn  was — 

In  the  year  1834,  ....  $6,261  20 

“ 1835,  ....  43,700  00 

“ 1836,  ....  97,841  00 

“ 1837,  ....  45,800  00 


$193,602  20 


In  the  earlier  period  of  these  transactions,  (that 
is,  from  1829  until  the  close  of  1834,)  Mr.  Phillips 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  noting  the  checks  thus  used 
by  Mr.  Swartwout,  and  he  states  that,  from  this  cir- 
cumstance, and  from  the  loss  of  the  check-book  of 
1330  and  1831,  (to  which  wre  have  adverted,)  he  is 
unable  to  trace  out  the  particular  items  which  consti- 
tute the  residue  of  the  cash  thus  withdrawn.  The 
statement  of  Mr.  Phillips,  giving  the  amount  of  each 
check  so  drawn,  will  be  found  among  the  documents 
transmitted  to  you  herewith. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  add  a remark  in  regard 
to  the  fund  alleged  to  be  detained  to  meet  “protests.” 
No  such  fund,  as  we  have  observed,  exists  in  fact:  it 
has  been  entirely  used  and  absorbed.  But,  in  addi- 
tion to  this,  we  were  informed  by  the  present  collec- 
tor that  such  is  the  situation  in  which  the  papers  and 
documents  connected  with  this  business  have  been 
lefr,  that  it  is  quite  impossible  for  him  to  present  any 
thing  like  an  estimate  of  the  sum  that  may  be  re- 
quired to  meet  the  protests,  should  any  damages  be 
ultimately  recovered.  On  an  application  from  the 
treasury  department  to  the  district  attorney,  made 
some  time  since,  he  gave  the  same  reply,  accom- 
panied with  the  fact  that  the  whole  amount  of 
packages  of  goods  on  which  the  duties  had  been  pro- 
tested, and  which  then  formed  the  subject  of  suit, 
was  but  six  hundred  and  sixty. 

It  is  also  proper  to  refer  to  the  payment  made  by 
Mr.  Ogden,  of  $30,000  to  the  solicitor  of  the  treasu- 
ry, as  being  a deduction  to  be  made  from  the  amount 
due  from  Mr.  Swartwout.  It  was  not,  however,  a 
sum  standing  in  the  name  of  the  latter  as  collector, 
or  forming  any  portion  of  either  of  these  funds:  it 
was  money  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Ogden,  but  ad- 
mitted by  him  to  have  been  received  from  Mr. 
Swartwout,  and  which  he  voluntarily  paid  over  to 
the  United  States. 

The  remaining  fund,  the  deficiency  which  makes 
up  the  whole  debt  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  is  the  “bond 
account.”  By  Mr.  Swartwout’s  returns  to  the  trea- 
sury department,  it  appears  that  when  his  term  of 
office  expired  he  was  chargeable  with  $3,994,666  59 
of  bonds  for  duties  not  paid  into  the  treasury.  Of 
these,  he  transferred  to  iiis  successor,  the  present  col- 
lector, $6,045,386  13,  constituting  the  portion  of 
these  bonds  not  yet  due,  or  unpaid.  He  also  ac- 
counted for  a further  portion,  amounting  to  $2,302,- 
525  63,  as  having  been  sent  to  the  district  attorney 
for  suit.  This  leaves  the  sum  of  $646,754  83,  being 
the  aggregate  of  the  deficit  in  Mr.  Swartwout’s  bond 
account.  On  examination,  we  ascertained  that  of 
this  aggregate  the  amounts  that  became  due  were 
as  follows: 


In  the  year  1837,  the  sum  of 
Arid  in  the  first  quarter  of  1838 


$611,299  93 
2,504  28 


Making  together 
Of  the  remaining  sum  of 


613,804  21 
32,950  62 


which  is  necessary  to  make  up  the  - $646,754  83 
we  were  unable  to  ascertain  the  particulars.  It  may 
consist  of  bonds  not  accounted  for  at  earlier  periods; 
and  though  it  may  ultimately  be  traced  out,  this  can- 
not be  done  without  a thorough  examination  of  the 
bond  account,  from  the  commencement  of  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  term. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  deficit  in  the  bond  account 
first  occurs  in  the  year  1837.  Shortly  after  its  com- 
mencement, Mr.  Phillips,  the  assistant  cashier,  kept 
a list  for  his  own  satisfaction  (as  he  stated)  of  a large 
number  of  these  bonds,  which  had  been  paid,  and 
the  money  received  by  Mr.  Swartwout.  It  amounts 
altogether  to  $597,331  63.  When  the  bond  account 
came  to  be  finally  adjusted,  in  the  summer  of  1838, 
by  Mr.  Fleming,  the  auditor  of  the  custom-house 
during  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  term,  he 
received  from  Mr.  Phillips  the  original  list  thus 
made  out  and  kept,  and  found  it  to  agree,  as  far  as  it 


went,  with  the  deficiency  in  the  bonds  which  he  had 
ascertained  himself,  and  to  which  he  had  called  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  attention.  It  fell  short,  however,  of 
the  whole  amount  of  the  deficiency  in  the  bond  ac- 
count of  the  year  1837,  and  the  first  quatter  of  1838, 
by  $16,472  58;  but  the  particulars  of  this  latter  sum 
Mr.  Fleming  obtained,  so  as  to  make  the  whole 
amount  of  the  bond  account  chargeable  to  Mr. 
Swartwout  during  that  period,  $613,804  21,  as  be- 
fore stated.  An  explanatory  communication  of  Mr. 
Fleming,  relative  to  the  bond  account,  together  with 
the  list  made  by  Mr.  Phillips,  will  be  found  among 
the  documents  transmitted  to  you. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  deficit  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wout exists  in  the  following  different  funds: 


Tonnage  duties 
Forfeitures  - 

Treasury  warrants  - 
Office  expenses  - 

Cash  to  be  refunded  to  merchants 
Cash  to  meet  “protests” 

Cash  deposited  to  meet  unascertain- 
ed duties  - 

Bond  account  - 


$1,783  24 
39,823  12 
39,240  05 
60,291  42 
80,769  53 
192,866  46 

164,177  04 
646,754  83 


$1,225,705  69 


The  length  and  laborious  nature  of  this  investi- 
gation, added  to  the  steps  which  have  been  neces- 
sary to  secure  for  the  United  States,  as  far  as  could 
be  done,  the  property  of  Mr.  Swartwout  and  his 
sureties,  has  left  us  blit  little  opportunity  to  offer  for 
your  consideration  any  suggestions  as  to  the  best 
mode  of  preventing  for  the  future  similar  defalca- 
tions. Such  suggestions,  too,  must  mainly  depend 
upon  the  general  plan  that  it  may  be  deemed  expe- 
dient to  adopt,  and  will  essentially  vary,  as  that 
may'  be  the  formation  of  a new  system  for  the  col- 
lection and  safekeeping  of  the  re  venue  derived  from 
customs,  or  the  mere  substitution  of  certaip  changes 
in  that  which  at  present  exists. 

It  will,  however,  be  perceived  at  once,  from  the 
facts  communicated,  that  the  success  which  has  at- 
tended the  present  defalcation,  and  its  long  con- 
cealment, may  be  attributed  in  a considerable  de- 
gree to  defects  incident  to  the  present  system. 
These  defects  are,  mainly,  that  the  same  officer, 
(the  collector)  ascertains  the  sums  due  to  the  go- 
vernment for  duties,  reports  them  himself  to  the 
treasury,  collects  the  money  for  them,  reports  the 
sums  collected,  and  makes  and  reports  all  the  ex- 
penditures charged  upon  them  before  they  go  into 
the  treasury;  that  large  sums  of  public  money  are 
retained  for  long  periods  by  the  collector,  as  lunds 
under  his  exclusive  control;  and  that  there  are  no 
inspections,  regular  or  occasional,  into  the  books 
and  proceedings  of  the  several  custom-houses,  now 
directed  by  law. 

These  defects  readily  suggest  the  following  re- 
medies: 

1.  That  the  system  for  the  collection  of  revenue 
from  customs  should  resemble  that  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  the  revenue  from  lands;  that  the  officer  w'ho 
ascertains  the  amount  due  to  the  government,  ad- 
mits vessels  to  entry,  and  performs  the  various 
functions  connected  with  those  parts  of  a collector’s 
duty,  should  be  distinct  from,  and  independent  of, 
the  officer  who  receives  and  is  accountable  for  the 
moneys  accruing  on  those  duties.  Each  making 
his  separate  reports,  and  held  to  a separate  respon- 
sibility, would  prove  a complete  check  upon  the 
other,  and  lead  to  an  immediate  detection  of  error, 
neglect,  or  defalcation. 

2.  That  all  sums  of  money  should  be  paid  into 
the  treasury;  that  no  officer  should  be  permitted  to 
retain  funds,  under  any  pretext,  or  make  pay- 
ments, except  on  estimates  previously  made  to  the 
treasury,  or  on  accounts  properly  submitted  and 
examined.  There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  so  ar- 
ranging this  plan  as  to  give  quite  as  much  facility 
as  exists  at  present  in  the  payment  of  debentures, 
and  all  other  charges  now  deducted  from  the  accru- 
ing revenue,  while  it  would  obviate  the  disadvan- 
tages that  are  inseparable  from  the  present  mode. 

3.  That  actual  inspections  by  competent  officers 
from  the  treasury  department  should  be  made  from 
time  to  time,  at  every  principal  custom-house. 
Had  such  inspections  been  made  at  New  York, 
this  defalcation  could  have  been  easily  detected  be- 
fore it  had  long  existed,  or  reached  any  very  consi- 
derable amount. 

4.  That  the  use  of  the  public  money  by  any  offi- 
cer entrusted  with  its  collection,  safe-keeping,  or 
disbursement,  should  be  made  a criminal  offence, 
severely  punishable. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

H.  D.  GILPIN, 

J.  N.  BARKER. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
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From  the  Kingston  Upper  Canada  Herald,  Dec.  4. 

COURT  MARTIAL  ON  THE  PATRIOT  PRISONERS. 

We  mentioned  in  our  last  the  assembling  of  the 
court  martial  for  the  trial  of  the  patriot  prisoners 
in  Fort  Henry,  and  gave  the  names  of  the  militia 
officers  who  composed  the  court.  On  Monday,  the 
26th  ultimo,  the  court  met,  the  members  were 
sworn  in,  and  then  adjourned  to  Wednesday,  in  or- 
der to  afford  time  to  the  judge  advocate  to  prepare 
for  trial. 

On  Wednesday,  Daniel  George,  late  of  Cape  Vin- 
cent, New  York,  paymaster  of  the  patriots,  was 
placed  on  his  trial.  At  his  request  he  was  allowed 
counsel,  and  engaged  John  McDonald,  esq.,  the 
court  allowing  a short  delay  for  that  purpose. 

As  evidence  against  the  prisoner,  lieutenant  Lea- 
ry, royal  navy,  was  examined,  and  stated  the  cap- 
ture of  the  prisoner  with  four  others  in  a boat, 
when  crossing  from  Windmill  point  to  the  American 
shore,  and  that  a book  of  accounts  and  sundry  pa- 
pers then  produced  were  taken  from  the  prisoner. 

Two  of  the  prisoners,  young  lads  from  Lower 
Canada,  were  also  examined,  and  gave  evidence 
respecting  the  presence  of  the  prisoner  with  the 
armed  party  at  the  mill,  and  the  share  he  had  in 
their  proceedings. 

Levi  Chipman,  late  of  Bastard,  count}'  of  Leeds 
in  this  province,  was  called.  Chipman  bore  a good 
character  until  last  January,  when  he  became  con- 
nected with  the  revolutionary  parly,  and  eventually 
joined  them  in  the  states,  and  waa  with  them  in  the 
attack  on  Prescott.  In  his  evidence,  he  related  the 
progress  of  the  expedition  from  their  embarking  on 
the  United  States  at  Oswego;  her  taking  the  schoon- 
ers in  tow;  the  attempt  to  land  at  Prescott;  the 
landing  at  the  mill,  where  he  saw  the  prisoner  next 
morning  after  landing.  Prisoner  wore  a sword,  and 
had  command  of  a company;  but  did  not  see  him 
make  any  payments  either  on  the  United  States  or 
at  the  mill.  He  described  the  action  on  Tuesday, 
and  said  that  an  officer  in  a scarlet  coat,  desperately 
wounded,  fell  into  the  hands  of  their  party,  and 
though  he  was  alive,  one  of  them  beat  him  with 
his  musket  until  he  broke  it,  and  then  stamped  on 
him  with  his  feet.  [This  was  lieutenant  Johnson 
who  received  such  hellish  treatment.]  After  the 
action  on  Tuesday  the  witness  escaped  from  them. 
He  said  the  design  of  the  expedition  was  to  revolu- 
tionize Canada,  and  make  it  a republic.  The  ex- 
amination of  the  witness  was  continued  on  Thurs- 
day, and  then 

Lieutenant  Parker,  royal  marines,  who  was 
wounded  in  the  action  on  Tuesday,  was  examined 
touching  some  manuscripts  in  cypher  that  were 
found  on  the  prisoner.  Lieutenant  Parker  stated 
that  he  had  discovered  the  cypher,  having  made 
complete  sense  of  the  writing,  and  formed  an  entire 
alphabet  from  it,  excepting  five  letters.  He  then 
read  extracts  from  a book  of  accounts,  part  cypher, 
taken  from  the  prisoner,  in  which,  among  other  en- 
tries, one  E.  Hungerford  was  credited  for  sundry 
payments  to  the  “patriot  army.”  Lieutenant  Par- 
ker also  read  two  commissions,  both  in  cypher,  one 

of  a captain,  signed  for  the  president  by 

Long,  secretary  of  war;  the  other  of  a lieutenant, 
signed  J.  Grant.  In  answer  to  a question  from  the 
prisoner  through  his  counsel,  lieutenant  Parker 
stated  that  he  had  discovered  the  cypher  by  exami- 
nation and  comparison. 

The  prosecution  then  closed,  the  court  was  clear- 
ed, and  on  returning,  the  prisoner  was  informed  that 
he  was  allowed  till  Saturday  to  prepare  for  his  de- 
fence. He  attempted  to  shake  the  evidence  of 
Chipman  by  asking,  in  the  cross  examination,  if  he 
had  not  represented  himself  as  a British  deserter, 
and  said  that  he  would  swear  any  thing  to  save  his 
own  life.  Chipman  denied  both  the  questions. — 
The  prisoner  was  remanded  to  the  cells.  The  court 
then  took  a recess  of  fifteen  minutes,  and  on  re- 
suming 

The  Pole,  Neils  Szolteveki  Von  Shoultz,  was 
placed  on  his  trial.  When  required  to  plead,  he 
asked  if  the  statement  which  he  had  made  to  a ma- 
gistrate would  be  received  and  sent  to  the  lieuten- 
ant governor.  On  being  answered  that  it  would, 
he  pleaded  guilty  -The  judge  advocate  cautioned 
him  respecting  the  consequences  of  such  a plea; 
told  him  that,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  Up- 
per Canada,  he  could  hold  out  no  hope  of  mercy, 
and  therefore  the  prisoner  must  consider  his  situation 
well,  and,  if  he  thought  proper,  he  might  withdraw 
his  plea,  and  plead  not  guilty.  The  prisoner  an- 
swered that  he  had  been  induced  to  take  command 
of  the  invaders  under  false  impressions,  and  now 
that  he  saw  through  the  whole,  and  discovered  the 
delusion  under  which  he  had  labored,  he  was  aware 
of  the  nalifre  of  his  conduct.  It  was  of  no  use  to 
say  any  thing  in  defence,  and  he  should  persist  in 
his  plea  of  guilty. 

The  court  was  then  cleared,  and  as  it  is  custom- 
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ary  in  courts  martial  to  hear  at  least  one  evidence, 
even  when  prisoners  plead  guilty,  on  resuming, 
witnesses  were  called  in  behali  of  the  prosecution. 

Edward  Smith  was  at  Prescott  during  the  five 
days  of  the  invasion,  and  described  the  occurences 
there.  He  was  present  when  the  prisoner  was  cap- 
tured among  the  bushes  near  the  mill.  Prisoner  was 
given  in  charge  to  witness  and  some  others,  to  take 
him  to  the  fort  at  Prescott.  On  the  way,  prisoner 
said  he  was  a Pole,  and  had  charge  of  six  of  his  coun  - 
trymen, but  he  gave  a false  name. 

Lieut.  Parker,  royal  marines,  was  examined,  and 
related  what  took  place  under  his  observation,  sho  w- 
ingthe  hostile  acts  of  the  invaders. 

Dr.  Gardner,  of  the  83d  regiment,  gave  evidence 
touching  the  state  of  lieut.  Johnson’s  body.  It 
had  several  gunshot  wounds  that  had  caused  his 
death,  and  had  been  mutilated- with  a sharp  instru- 
ment 

Jean  Baptiste  Razeau  examined.  Was  born  at 
Montreal;  never  leit  Lower  Canada  till  lately,  when 
he  joined  the  “patriot  army,”  and  landed  with  them 
at  the  mill  near  Prescott.  They  gave  him  a musket 
and  ball  cartridges,  but  he  threw  them  away  after 
the  first  fire  in  the  action  on  Tuesday,  the  13th  ult. 
and  ran  away,  but  was  stopped  by  four  men,  who 
said  they  would  shoot  him  if  he  ran.  He  recognised 
the  Pole;  said  he  was  called  general  by  the  party, 
but  never  spoke  to  him.  [This  witness  is  very 
young,  and  wept  bitterly  when  brought  into  court.] 

Laurent  Melhiot,a  boy  fourteen  years  of  age,  ex- 
amined. Was  born  at  Bouchervilie,  Lower  Cana- 
da; joined  the  patriots;  was  with  the  armed  party 
who  landed  near  Prescott.  They  put  arms  into  his 
hands,  but  he  ran  away  after  the  first  fire.  Saw  the 
prisoner  in  the  stone  house  near  the  mill;  he  had 
a sword,  and  commanded,  but  did  not  see  him  in 
the  mill. 

Levi  Chipman  examined.  There  were  British 
subjects  among  the  party  at  the  mill.  Saw  the  pri- 
soner there;  he  was  commander.  The  Pole  here 
asked  witness  if  he  did  not  know  that  gen.  Birge 
was  commander  of  that  expedition;  to  which  he  re- 
plied, that  Birge  was  understood  to  be  the  com- 
mander, but  he  never  came,  and  the  prisoner  acted 
as  commander. 

Dr.  Baker  examined.  Was  a magistrate  of  this 
district,  and  took  the  prisoner’s  acknowledgment  of 
a paper  drawn  up  and  signed  by  him.  He  made  it 
voluntarily. 

The  statement  was  then  read,  and  was  in  sub- 
stance that  the  prisoner  is  a native  of  Poland,  aged 
31,  and  his  father  was  a major  in  the  Polish  army  at 
the  battle  of  Warsaw.  The  prisoner  also  rose  to  be 
major  in  the  Polish  service.  In  1836  he  came  to 
the  United  States,  and  settled  at  Salina,  as  achymist. 
Was  induced  to  join  the  “hunters”  or  “patriot  ma- 
sons” by  Mr.  Stone  of  Salina,  who  also  presented 
him  with  the  flag  that  was  taken  at  the  mill.  He 
was  told  that  the  people  of  Canada  would  receive 
them  with  open  arms,  and  that  even  the  British 
regulars  would  join  them  on  their  landing.  Trust- 
ing to  these  representations  he  embarked  with  others 
on  the  United  States  at  Oswego,  took  the  two 
schooners  in  tow  laden  with  men,  three  cannon, 
and  munitions  of  war,  was  baffled  in  the  attempt  to 
land  at  Prescott,  but  finally  landed  at  the  windmill 
with  180  men.  He  soon  discovered  how  he  had 
been  deceived,  as  no  aid  came  to  them,  nor  did  any 
one  join  them.  But  as  be  had  no  means  of  return- 
ing to  the  States,  he  strengthened  his  position  as  far 
as  possible,  and  made  t lie  best  defence  be  could. 

After  the  statement  had  been  read,  he  addressed 
the  court  verbally,  denying  the  imputation  of  having 
treated  the  wounded  with  inhumanity,  staling  that 
lie  took  three  of  our  wounded  into  the  mill,  and  gave 
them  the  best  attention  he  could.  [They  confirm 
this.]  He  also  said  that  he  endeavored  to  obtain 
lieutenant  Johnson’s  body  to  take  care  of  it,  but  had 
two  men  wounded  in  the  attempt,  as  the  fire  was  so 
hot  on  that  point;  and  he  then  planted  sentries  to 
watch  the  body  and  keep  off  the  pigs  from  injuring 
it.  Some  pigs  were  shot,  in  consequence,  when 
near  the  body,  lie  said  that  if  the  body  had  been 
mutilated,  it  must  have  been  done  by  the  pigs,  as 
both  himself  and  those  who  were  with  him  spoke 
highly  in  praise  of  lieutenant  Johnson  as  a brave 
man  who  deserved  every  honor,  and  they  would  not 
show  indignity  to  his  remains. 

It  is,  we  believe,  admitted  now,  that  the  account 
of  lieut.  Johnson’s  body  being  tied  to  a post  by  the 
feet  is  not  correct. 

This  closed  the  proceedings  on  Thursday. 

We  may  remark  on  the  Pole’s  defence  or  apology, 
that  when  he  discovered  his  mistake  in  receiving  no 
aid  from  this  side,  he  ought,  if  he  could  rot  return  to 
the  States,  to  have  surrendered  without  fighting. 
He  and  his  deluded  comrades  might  then  have  ex- 
pected mercy,  as  there  would  not  have  been  the  loss 
of  life  on  our  side  to  atone  for.  But  instead  of  this, 
though  he  had  discovered  his  delusion,  and  that  lie 


had  no  pretence  for  making  war  on  our  people,  he 
yet  used  all  the  force  lie  bad  to  destroy  them;  and, 
aided  by  the  strength  of  his  position,  caused  a loss  ol 
life  on  our  side,  which  demands  the  rigid  satisfaction 
of  life  for  life.  His  plea,  then,  in  abatement  of  his 
offence,  amounts  to  nothing,  because  it  did  not  cause 
him  to  abandon  his  hostile  intentions  when  lie  dis- 
covered his  delusion;  but  with  a full  knowledge  of 
the  fallacy  of  tile  pretence  under  which  he  sought  to 
justify  his  conduct,  lie  still  acted  as  if  what  he 
knew  lo  be  false  had  been  actually  true,  and  sought 
to  revenge  on  our  people  the  deception  that  had  been 
practised  on  him  by  his  heartless  employers  and  com- 
rades. Though  he  knew  that  the  pretence  for  the 
expedition  was  false,  and  therefore  that  its  object 
could  not  be  attained,  lie  yet  did  all  the  injury  he 
could,  and  killed  our  people,  though  he  knew  that 
he  could  notconquer  the  country.  We  make  these 
remarks  in  order  to  prevent  any  false  impression  on 
the  public  mind;  for  as  to  the  Pole,  he  does  not  ex- 
pect to  live.  He  has  made  up  his  mind  for  death. 
He  is  a most  determined  and  resolute  man,  did  his 
utmost  to  gain  the  end  of  his  landing  in  Canada,  and 
he  is  prepared  to  take  the  consequences.  He  made 
his  observations  more  to  vindicate  his  character  than 
to  save  his  life.  When  he  had  made  his  arrange- 
ments at  the  mill,  he  said  that  he  had  the  best  posi- 
tion between  Kingston  and  Quebec. 

On  Friday,  Dorephus  Abbey,  of  Watertown,  a 
colonel  among  the  patriots,  was  arraigned,  and 
pleaded  not  guilty. 

On  behalf  of  the  prosecution,  lieut.  Leary,  R.  N. 
was  called,  and  stated  lliat,  on  the  12th  ult.  he  was 
on  duty  at  Kingston  and  Rockville;  fitting  out  ves- 
sels to  repel  aggression  on  our  shores.  Heard  of  the 
invasion  that  evening  at  Brockville.  Proceeded  lo 
Prescott  and  found  the  patriots  had  landed  at  the 
windmill  below.  Was  left  at  Prescott  in  the  Cobourg, 
by  command  of  capt.  Sandom,  until  called  to  (be 
mill.  lia^  a’full  opportunity  ot  seeing  the  firing 
and  resistance  of  (lie  patriots  from  the  windows  of 
houses  and  behind  stone  walls,  against  our  troops. 
Saw  the  patriot  flag  flying  on  the  mill  from  about 
ten  o’clock,  A.  M.,  to  about  five  in  the  afternoon. 
Two  boats  came  from  the  American  shore  towards 
ours,  but  were  stopped  by  capt.  Sandom  in  the 
steamboats.  One  boat  strove  to  escape  from  the 
mill  shore  to  the  States,  with  five  men  and  arms 
and  ammunition,  but  was  taken.  The  patriots 
continued  at  the  mill  from  the  night  of  the  12th  to 
8 or  9 p.  in.  on  the  16th.  Was  present  when  they 
[ surrendered.  Saw  the  prisoner- taken,  but  could 
not  identify  more  than  one  on  that  occasion.  Saw 
the  prisoner  in  gaol  on  the  18th.  Saw  an  account 
book  that  was  taken  from  Daniel  George,  one  of 
the  five  captured  in  the  boat,  in  which  book  he  saw 
an  entry  of  $'49  paid  to  the  prisoner,  and  thereon 
asked  him  who  he  was,  and  he  replied  that  he  was 
a colonel  among  the  patriots  at  the  mill.  They 
kept  up  a continued  and  regular  fire  on  the  steam- 
boats, and  some  of  their  shot  struck  the  boats,  but 
there  was  no  loss  only  on  shore.  The  provisions 
ol  the  patriots  were  American,  the  biscuit  being 
marked  with  American  names.  The  brass  piece 
of  artillery  was  Aineiican,  having  on  it  the  letters 
S.  N.  Y.  [and  No.  54  in  black  letters  on  the  car-  j 
riage.  It  was  evidently  taken  from  an  arsenal.) 

Christopher  Armstrong  sworn.  Saw  the  prisoner 
in  gaol,  and  he  said  ire  was  an  American  from  the 
eastern  states,  but  last  from  Watertown. 

Lieut.  Parker  sworn.  Was  at  Prescott  on  the 
13tli.  Described  the  action  there.  Did  not  see  the 
prisoner.  In  reply  to  a question  from  the  piisoner, 
he  said  that  in  regard  to  the  left  wing  the  fire  came 
first  from  the  rebels.  Was  not  sure  as  to  the  right 
wing,  as  they  were  some  distance  apart.  The  firing 
from  the  steamers  began  a short  time  before  the  at- 
tack on  shore.  When  the  rebels  were  driven  into 
the  houses  the  fire  on  both  sides  slackened,  and 
then  the  steamers  re-opened  their  fire. 

Levi  Chipman  sworn.  There  were  British  sub- 
jects among  the  party  at  the  windmill,  as  himself, 
his  brother  Truman  Chipman,  James  Philips,  and 
some  Lower  Canadians.  Saw  the  prisoner  there. 
He  was  armed  with  a sword,  and  was  called  colo- 
nel. He  took  part  in  the  action  on  Tuesday.  Wit- 
ness understood  that  the  object  of  the  expedition 
was  to  revolutionize  Canada,  and  make  it  a repub- 
lic; and  that  they  intended  to  despoil  the  loyalists 
of  their  property  and  divide  it  among  themselves. 
Heard  this  irom  Americans,  but  not  from  any  of 
the  party.  Understood  from  some  of  them  that 
each  private  soldier  was  to  have  200  acres  of  land, 
and  saw  the  same  in  print  at  a secret  meeting  of  the 
“hunters”  in  Morristown.  Mr.  Polwhele,  a jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  presided  at  the  meeting.  If  they 
succeeded, _ the  president  and  ail  state  officers  were 
to  be  elective,  but  never  heard  who  the  first  presi- 
dent was  to  be.  Heard  that  some  of  the  loyalists 
were  to  be  bung,  but  not  from  any  of  the  party. 

Dr.  Baker  sworn.  Attested  the  statement  made 


by  the  prisoner.  It  was  made  voluntarily.  It  was 
then  read,  and  was  in  substance,  that  he  was  a na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  47  years  of  age;  fc.oved  from 
thence  to  Albany,  from  thence  to  Watertown,  where 
he  edited  the  Jefferson  County  Gazette,  and  ano- 
ther paper  afterwards.  Moved  to  Jersey  and  then 
back  to  Watertown,  where  he  settled  as  a farmer. 
Became  a svVorn  “hunter”  tliis  summer  of  1838. 
The  object  was  to  promote  liberty.  Von  Shoultz 
was  appointed  commander-in-chief,  prisoner  se- 
cond. Had  10  killed  in  the  action  of  Tuesday. 
Intended  to  land  at  Prescott.  The  expedition  was 
abandoned  when  they  found  that  no  aid  was  given 
to  them  from  this  side.  They  were  all  sick  of  it 
before  the  action  on  Tuesday,  and  would  have  left 
had  they  possessed  the  means  of  doing  so. 

Edward  Smith  sworn.  Saw  the  prisoner  near 
the  mill  on  the  16th  soon  after  noon.  He  got  upon 
the  wall  and  col.  Frazer  called  him  over.  He  came, 
and  the  colonel  went  to  meet  him,  and  struck  him 
on  the  back  with  the  fiat  of  his  sword.  He  was 
brought  down,  and  said  that  he  came  in  under  the 
protection  of  a flag  of  truce;  but  witness  thought 
our  flag  was  down  at  the  time.  It  had  been  grant- 
ed in  order  to  nick  up  the  wounded  and  bury  the 
dead,  of  the  action  on  Tuesday.  Col.  Frazer  told 
the  prisoner  that  if  he  considered  that  he  came  un- 
der a flag  of  truce  he  might  return;  but  he.  would 
not  return.  He  was  then  given  into  witness’s  cus- 
tody to  take  him  to  the  fort.  On  the  way  he  told 
his  name  and  rank  as  colonel. 

The  prisoner  here  asked  witness  under  what 
conditions  he  had  the  liberty  of  returning?  Would 
be  not  have  been  fired  on?  Witness  said  he  proba- 
bly would,  and  as  it  was,  they  had  hard  work  to 
keep  him  from  being  killed.  Col.  Frazer  did  not 
consider  him  under  the  protection  of  the  flag,  as 
our  flag  was  down. 

Laurent  Melhoit  sworn.  Saw  the  prisoner  in  the 
field  and  at  the  mill.  He  (prisoner)  was  com- 
manding. 

Alpheus  Jones  sworn.  Stated  that  Levi  Chip- 
man,  Trueman  Chipman,  James  Cummings,  and 
James  Phillips,  wem  British  subjects.  Cummins 
was  taken  on  Tuesday  in  the  field,  and  was  sent  by 
witness  to  the  fort. 

The  prosecution  here  closed. 

The  prisoner  made  some  remarks  in  extenuation 
of  his  conduct.  Said  that  he  had  been  told  by  the 
general  commanding  that  the  people  of  Canada 
were  prepared  for  revolution;  that  many  at  Prescott 
and  elsewhere  would  receive  them  with  open  arms, 
and  there  would  be  no  fighting.  When  they  found 
the  difference,  he  and  others  wished  to  abandon  the 
enterprize,  but  could  not,  and  therefore  prepared 
to  defend  themselves.  Much  delusion  prevailed  in 
the  States  respecting  public  opinion  on  this  side. 

The  prisoner  then  called  Mr.  Armstrong  in  ex- 
planation of  his  statement,  and  said  that  they  did 
not  land  at  the  mill  with  any  hostile  intentions,  but 
merely  because  they  could  not  get  back  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  after  failing  to  land  at  Prescott,  through 
the  fire  of  the  steamboats.  To  prove  this  point, 
on  which  he  rested  his  defence,  he  called 

Samson  A.  Wiley,  who  stated  that  the  object  of 
landing  at  the  mill  was  to  send  their  schooner  to 
lighten  (he  other  that  was  aground,  and  as  she  did 
not  return  they  had  no  conveyance  away. 

The  court  here  adjourned  to  Saturday,  when  the 
same  witness  was  heard  furtheron  the  defence,  and 
said  that  several  strove  to  return  to  the  United 
States  after  landing  at  the  mill,  but  had  no  oppor- 
tunity; witness  tried,  but  could  not.  A scow  came 
from  the  American  side,  and  landed  some  men  and 
cannon,  but  pushed  back  immediately,  and  they  bad 
no  means  of  detaining  it.  They  were  told  that 
nine-tenths  of  the  Canadians  were  in  favor  of  a 
revolution,  and  they  came  to  assist  them;  but  when 
they  found  no  aid  they  abandoned  the  idea  of  doing 
any  thing  until  they  were  forced  by  the  attack  on 
them.  The  commanders  were  geneial  Birge  and 
colonel  Heustis.  The  oilier  officers  were  tempora- 
rily appointed  on  this  side.  Became  a sworn  “hun- 
ter” at  Watertown  six  or  eight  weeks  hefore  the 
expedition.  Had  secret  signs  and  passwords  by 
which  to  know  one  another.  Prisioner  was  en- 
gaged in  the  expedition  against  Canada.  Expected 
aid  at  Prescott  or  wherever  they  landed.  The  fire 
of  the  British  steamer  prevented  the  schooner  from 
returning  to  take  them  off.  Pleard  at  the  secret 
meetings  that  if  they  had  succeeded  they  were  to 
have  a bounty  in  the  land.  Was  taken  prisoner  at 
Windmill  point. 

Phares  Miller,  of  Evans’  mills,  Jefferson  county, 
sworn.  Landed  at  Windmill  point,  to  save  himself 
from  being  killed  by  the  fire  of  the  British  steamer; 
was  asleep  in  the  hold  of  the  schooner  when  the 
landing  was  attempted  at  Prescott;  thought  they 
were  going  to  Ogdensburgh,  when  they  grounded; 
joined  at  Miilen’s  bay;  saw  60  or  70  men,  muskets, 
dirks,  and  pistols,  but  no  cannon;  supposed  they 
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were  going  up  the  lake,  but  did  not  know  for  what 
they  were  to  land  on  this  side,  and  be  joined  by  a 
number  of  inen,  and  make  peace,  as  they  were  all 
in  uproar;  had  a gun  at  Windmill  point;  does  not 
know  who  gave  orders  there. 

Jeremiah  Winegar  sworn.  Landed  at  Windmill 
point  on  Monday  evening,  the  12th.  Had  arms  on 
Tuesday.  Knew  r.o  officers  but  Von  Shoultz,  who 
was  called  general,  and  Mr.  Abbey,  who  was  called 
colonel.  Was  59  years  of  age.  A sworn  “hunter.” 
When  let  into  the  secret  never  expected  to  cross  to 
this  shore.  Had  a son  22  years  oid,  who  agreed  to 
come;  he  fell  lame,  “and  I,”  (said  the  witness,) 
“took  his  place,  like  a very  foolish  man.”  He  was 
told  that  never  a gun  would  be  fired.  They  were 
to  come  to  this  country  to  give  the  people  liberty, 
and  all  that  was  required  was  to  make  a stand,  and 
the  people  would  join  and  become  a republic.  They 
were  not  to  plunder  or  destroy,  but  to  respect  fe- 
males and  private  property. 

The  prisoner  then  remarked  that  he  could  say 
nothing  but  that  he  had  been  influenced  by  a mis- 
taken idea  of  the  state  of  public  feeling  on  this 
side,  and  the  same  delusion  prevailed  through  the 
States.  He  thought  the  court  would  see  by  the 
absence  of  the  commanding  officers,  that  the  expe- 
dition was  not  intended  to  go  on  by  those  in  sub- 
ordinate command.  The  resistance  that  was  made 
was  from  necessity,  and  had  been  conducted  with 
bravery. 

This  closed  the  case,  the  court  was  cleared,  and 
on  resuming,  Daniel  George  began  his  defence. — 
He  called  no  witnesses,  but  read  an  argument,  pre- 
pared for  him  by  his  counsel,  and  which  turned 
chiefly  on  legal  points. 

The  judge  advocate  and  the  court  afforded  every 
facility  to  the  prisoners  in  managing  their  defence, 
and  the  former  conducted  the  prosecutions  with  his 
characteristic  moderation.  Once  or  twice  he  press- 
ed the  relhctant,  shuffiing  witnesses  rather  sharply, 
but  there  was  no  brow- beating,  nor  any  harshness 
of  manner  employed,  though  if  it  could  ever  be 
justified,  it  might,  in  this  case,  from  the  loss  of  life 
occasioned  by  the  prisoners. 

In  deportment  the  Pole  is  as  unmoved  as  a rock. 
George  and  Abbey  evince  great  emotion,  especially 
the  latter. 

The  Montreal  Cornier  copies  partofa  letter  from 
Kingston,  which  states  that  the  Pole  professed  to 
hold  a commission  from  the  United  Ststes  govern- 
ment. Nothing  of  the  kind  appeared  in  evidence, 
nor  did  he  make  any  such  statement  in  his  defence. 
The  account  given  in  the  Courier  of  a patriot  being 
hung  up  to  the  yard  arm  of  the  Experiment,  for 
shooting  a sailor  after  surrendering,  is  altogether  a 
fiction.  No  man  was  hurt  on  the  Experiment  ex- 
cept one,  whose  hand  was  crushed  by  the  reeoil  of 
a gun. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  trials  make  slow  pro- 
gress, and  will  not  be  concluded  till  spring  at  the 
present  rate.  But  vve  expect  that  after  the  patriot 
officers  are  tried,  the  men  will  be  arraigned  in  some 
number  together. 

The  following  is  the  British  official  account  of  the 
late  affair  which  occurred  on  the  Canada  shore  op- 
posite Dcdroit: 

Headquarters , Sandwich,  ) 
December  5,  1S3S.  ) 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  fo  inform  you  that  yester- 
day at  6,  a.  m.  an  alarm  was  brought  here  that 
Windsor,  (or  “The  Ferry',”  a small  village  about 
two  miles  above  this)  was  in  possession  of  the  brig- 
ands and  pirates  from  Michigan.  Being  extreme- 
ly ill,  and  worn  out  by  constant  fatigue,  both  by 
day  and  night,  I had  for  the  first  time  retired  to  my 
house,  half  a mile  distant  from  this  port,  at  2 o’clock, 
a.  in.  and  on  receiving  the  alarm  I observed  a fire 
in  the  direction  of  Windsor — my  force  was  small, 
not  exceeding  130  men.  I immediately  prevailed 
on  a gentleman,  who  was  sleeping  at  my  house,  to 
ride  off  to  you  at  Malden,  with  all  possible  despatch, 
for  a reinforcement  and  a field  piece.  In  the  mean- 
time, captain  Spr.  ke,  with  Nos.  1 and  2,  companies 
of  the  provincial  volunteer  militia,  and  captain  ad- 
jutant Leslie,  captain  Thebo,  and  captain  Elliott  of 
the  Essex  militia,  with  their  respective  companies, 
and  joined  by  several  gentlemen  volunteers  from 
Sandwich,  marched  off  instantly  towards  Windsor. 
About  the  entrance  into  the  villages  they  were  join- 
ed by  captain  Bell  of  the  provincial  volunteer  com- 
pany. 

On  advancing,  information  was  brought  thatWind- 
sor  was  occupied  by  a large  body  of  the  brigands, 
and  that  another  large  party  of  them  had  left  Wind- 
sor and  were  marching  upon  Sandwich.  Our  men 
discovered  about  150  in  an  orchard  in  the  rear  ol 
Windsor,  at  about  250  yards  distance.  Captain 
Sparke’s  company  immediately  wheeled  up  and 
opened  a well-directed  fire  on  them,  and  at  the 
same  time  our  gallant  militia  and  volunteers  under 


■captains  Leslie,  Bell,  Thebo  and  Elliott,  moved 
rapidly  towards  their  left  flank,  and  opened  a fire 
upon  them  also.  On  receiving  these  fires  they 
hastily  retreated  towards  the  woods,  our  men  fol- 
lowing them  up  in  gallant  style,  and  keeping  well 
in  with  their  left  flanks.  On  approaching  the  forest, 

I ordered  the  men  to  halt;  and  having  received  in- 
formation that  two  large  bodies  of  the  brigands  were 
seen  moving  in  two  directions  towards  Sandwich, 
(which  place  had  been  left  defenceless,  and  where 
all  our  provisions,  stores  and  munitions,  as  well  as 
our  only'  cannon,  were,)  we  formed  and  inarched 
back  to  Sandwich  and  in  double  quick  time. 

On  arriving  there,  I found  that  the  brigands  had 
not  attacked  it,  but  that  they  had  been  seen  in  con- 
siderable numbers  in  the  groves  at  the  back  of  the 
town.  1 then  received  information  that  upwards  of 
300  of  the  scoundrels  were  still  in  Windsor — that 
they  had  burned  the  house  occupied  by  captain 
Lewis’s  company  of  the  Essex  militia  as  barracks, 
and  also  the  steamboat  Thames — that  they  were 
being  reinforced  by  parlies  crossing  from  Detroit — 
and  that  they  abstained  from  committing  further 
outrages  upon  the  persons  or  property  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, their  apparent  object  (collected  from  the  con- 
versation of  their  leaders)  being  to  induce  the  in- 
habitants to  rise  and  join  them  in  what  they  called 
giving  “liberty  to  Canada.” 

With  this  information,  and  expecting  every  in- 
stant to  be  attacked,  and  having  determined  not  to 
divide  my  little  force,  I resolved  upon  remaining  at 
Sandwich  until  the  reinforcement  and  guns  arrived 
from  you,  and  which  I knew  would  very  shortly  be 
the  case.  In  about  an  hour  captain  Broderick  with 
a detachment  of  regulars  and  the  field-piece,  came 
to  our  assistance.  We  immediately  marched  upon 
Windsor,  but  on  arriving  there  we  found  much  to  our 
annoyance  and  disappointment,  that  the  brigands  had 
evacuated  the  place.  We  all  followed  them  towards 
Lake  St.  Clair,  and  captain  Broderick  has  of  course, 
reported  to  you  all  that  occurred  from  the  time  lie 
joined  us. 

The  brigands,  I lament  to  say,  murdered  in  cold 
blood,  Mr.  Hume,  assistant  staff  surgeon,  stationed 
at  Sandwich,  who,  unfortunately  mistook  them  for 
our  people,  and  had  walked  up  to  Windsor,  to  assist 
professionally. 

He  neither  molested  them  nor  offered  to  them  any 
resistance.  Not  content  with  firing  several  balls 
through  him,  the  savages  stabbed  him  in  many 
places  with  their  Bowie  knives,  and  mangled  his 
body  with  an  axe.  They  also  murdered  a colored 
man  who  refused  to  join  them.  They  burned  the 
premises  of  Mr.  Morin,  which  was  occupied  as  bar- 
racks, and  also  two  houses  adjoining,  and  two  of 
our  men  were  burned  to  death  within  them.  They 
also  burned  the  steamboat  “Thames”  belonging  to 
Duncan  McGregor,  esq.,  of  Chatham,  which  hap- 
pened to  lie  at  anchor  there.  In  the  action  behind 
Windsor,  before  I marched  back  to  Sandwich,  we 
lost  but  one  man,  (a  brave  French  Canadian  of  cap- 
tain Elliott’s  company,)  and  two  were  slightly 
wounded. 

Of  the  brigands  and  pirates  21  were  killed,  be- 
sides 4 who  were  brought  in  just  at  the  close  and 
immediately  after  the  engagements,  all  of  whom  I 
ordered  to  be  shot  upon  the  spot,  which  was  done 
accordingly. 

Our  people  have  since  taken  26  prisoners,  a list 
of  whom,  with  their  country',  I have  the  honor  to 
enclose;  and  among  whom  you  will  see  the  noto- 
rious Joshua  G.  Doan,  for  whom  I believe  a reward 
was  offered.  You  will  also  perceive  that  the  ma- 
jority are  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Some  of 
them  are  wounded  but  not  severely.  The  brigands 
were  aiffncd  with  muskets  and  bayonets,  pistols,  and 
tremendous  Bowie  knives.  A more  murderous 
crew  was  'never  seen.  From  the  best  information  I 
can  collect  they  were  about  450  in  number,  and  they 
crossed  from  Detroit  in  the  steamer  “Champlain” 
before  daylight,  and  landed  about  two  miles  above 
Windsor.  This  boat  belongs  to  a merchant  in  De- 
troit named  Julius  Eldred,  as  I arn  informed. — 
During  the  burnings  and  the  proceedings  the  wharves 
at  Detroit  were  crowded  with  persons  who  rent  the 
air  with  cheers  in  support  of  the  brigands  and  pi- 
rates. Their  standard  bearer  was  shot  by  Mr. 
Pierre  Marantette,  an  ensign  in  capt.  Thebo’s  com- 
pany', and  the  color  itself  was  captured  by  lieuten- 
ant Rankin  of  capt.  Starke’s  company,  it  is  a tri- 
colored flag  with  a cresent  and  two  stars  in  the 
lower  corner  near  the  staff. 

I have  much  gratification  in  stating  that  the 
whole  of  the  volunteers  and  militia  behaved  with 
the  greatest  gallantry.  Among  the  former  were 
Charles  Baby,  Joseph  Woods,  C.  Aikin,  and  W. 
R.  Wood,  esqs.,  Mr.  Grant,  editor  of  the  Sandwich 
Herald,  and  Messrs.  Gatfield,  Laughton,  and  Pax- 
tom,  of  Sandwich.  I am  about  to  order  the  priso- 
ners to  be  removed  either  to  London  or  Amhert 
burgh,  (if  you  approve  of  it,)  because  the  jail  here 


is  not  sufficiently  large  to  hold  them  and  the  many 
more  that  I have  no  doubt  our  Indians  and  scouting 
parties  will  soon  bringin. 

I learn  from  unquestionable  authority  that  the 
brigands  and  pirates  swarm  in  the  city  of  Detroit, 
and  that  they  set  the  civil  and  military  authorities 
at  defiance,  and  that  we  may  expect  another  attack 
hourly'.  We  are  quite  prepared  lor  them, and  shall 
no  doubt  give  a good  account  of  the  inhuman  mis- 
creants, come  when  they  will.  A man  named  Wil- 
liam Pulliam,  from  the  London  district,  is  their  se- 
cond in  command.  Their  “general”  is  a Yankee. 

I also  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  perusal 
and  information  a numberof  papers  taken  from  the 
brigands,  which  you  will  perceive  disclose  their 
plans  and  machinations,  and  among  which  are  the 
names  of  several  apparently  respectable  persons  of 
Detroit,  parties  to  their  unholy  cause.  These  pa- 
pers you  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  greatest  care  of. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PRINCE, 

Col.  commanding  at  Sandwich,  W.  F. 
To  col.  Airey,  fee.  &c.  See.  &c.  Sec.  Sec. 

Commanding  at  Amhertsburgh  and  W.  F. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I have  learned 
that  the  Putnam  mentioned  above  has  been  killed. 

From  the  Globe  of  Wednesday  night. 

From  the  frontier.  We  publish  an  extract 
from  a letter  received  at  the  war  department  from 
major  gen.  Scott,  in  relation  to  the  recent  painful 
affair  opposite  Detroit: 

“ Head  quarters  eastern  division, 

“ Clcavclarid , Ohio,  Dec.  16,  1838. 

“I  was  forced  by  the  ice  to  turn  back,  and  to 
land  at  Huron,  the  7th  instant;  reached  Detroit  the 
night  of'  the  9th,  (140  miles,)  and  came  here  this 
morning  (200  miles)  in  thirty-eight  hours. 

“Brigadier  general  Brady’s  report  to  the  adjutant 
general,  of  the  6th,  will  have  informed  you  ot.the 
events  which  occurred  at  and  opposite  to  Detroit 
two  days  before.  The  general  results  seem  to  have 
been  that  of  the  two  hundred  and  odd  “patriots’  who 
last  crossed  (the  4th)  into  the  opposite  province, 
thirty-seven  were  killed  on  the  spot,  and  forty-eight 
have  been  made  prisoners.  A greater  number  es- 
caped back  to  our  shore,  and  a few  wanderers  re- 
main to  be  picked  up.  It  is  known  that  the  fugi- 
tives from  the  combat  suffered  much  from  cold  and 
hunger,  and  that  some  of  the  prisoners  are  badly 
frostbitten — the  inhabitants  refusing  to  give  either 
shelter  or  food. 

“A  small  detachment  of  militia  alone  met  and 
dispersed  tbs  invaders,  with  the  loss  of  but  a few 
individuals. 

“It  may  seem  strange  that  this  new  outrage 
should  have  been  committed  near  the  United  States 
authorities,  both  civil  and  military,  without  the  pre- 
vious knowledge  of  either..  I am,  however,  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  the  United  States  have  not  two 
more  vigilant  and  determined  commanders  than  bri- 
gadier general  Brady  and  major  Payne.  As  soon 
as  the  alarm  was  given,  they,  their  officers  and  men, 
flew  to  the  spot,  and  exerted  themselves  to  the  ut- 
most. The  collector  also  did  his  duty',  and  tile  dis- 
trict attorney'  has  been  active  in  causing  tiie  prin- 
cipal offenders,  who  escaped  to  our  shore,  to  be 
arrested.” 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

THIRD  SESSION. 

[The  following  committees  have  been  appointed 
in  addition  to  those  heretofore  noticed  in  the  Regis- 
ter: 

Select  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  state  of  Geor- 
gia for  the  payment  of  a certificate  of  revolutionary  debt. 
Messrs.  Dawson,  P oiler,  Aycrigg,  Hunter,  of  Va.,  South- 
gate. 

On  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  J.  J.  Rumsey.  Messrs. 
Underwood,  Hawes,  Lewis.  Jenifer,  Holt,  Miller,  Boon. 

On  the  tobacco  trade.  Messrs.  Jenifer,  Coirs,  Shields, 
Howard,  Harrison,  Sergeant,  J^eadbclter,  Underwood, 
Johnson,  of  La. 

On  the  library.  On  the  part  of  the  senate — Messrs. 
Robbins,  Wall  and  Allen.  On  the  part  of  the  house — 
Messrs.  Pope,  Clcuveland  and  McClure.] 

SENATE. 

December  22.  Petitions  were  presented  by  the 
Vice  President,  Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Norvell. 

The  first  resolution  of  the  house  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a 'committee  on  enrolled  hills  was  concur- 
red in,  and  the  chair,  under  an  order,  appointed  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Mississippi,  and  Mr.  Foster,  of  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  part  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  the  senate  such  information  as  may  be 
ii  his  possession,  in  reference  to  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
ier  of  the  state  of  Maine,  and  the  numberof  troop3  now 
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employed  within  the  state,  and  the  posts  at  which  they 
are  stationed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tipton, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  pensions  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
pension  agency  for  the  payment  of  pensions  at  Indian- 
apolis, in  Indiana. 

Af  ter  h riding  a short  executive  session,  the  senate 
adjourned  over  till  Wednesday. 

December  26.  Petitions  were  presented  by  Messrs. 
Clay,  of  Ala.,  Hubbard,  Wright , Allen,  McKnight, 
and  Linn. 

The  Vice  President  communicated  to  the  senate 
a letter  from  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
with  accompanying  documents  from  the  secretary 
of  war,  in  relation  to  the  Pea  Patch  island,  stating 
that  the  public  works  had  been  put  a stop  to  in  con- 
sequence of  said  island  having  been  taken  possession 
of  by  the  individual  claimant,  under  a decision  of  the 
district  court  ofNew  Jersey,  and  that,  unless  some 
steps  w'ere  taken,  great  losses  must  ensue  to  the 
public. 

Mr.  Linn  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-morrow 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
companies  of  Missouri  volunteers. 

Mr.  King  also  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  in- 
troduce a bill  to  remunerate  the  corporation  of  Mo- 
bile for  advances  made  in  equipping  a military  com- 
pany. 

Several  committees  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  certain  petitions,  &c 
referred  to  them. 

Mr.  Tipton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  the  clerks  in 
the  second  auditor’s  office,  accompanied  by  a spe- 
cial report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  to  improve  the  liarboe  of  St.  Louis, 
Missouri. 

Also,  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  send  to  the 
senate  the  report  (if  any  has  been  made)  of  theengineer 
who  had  ihe  superintendence  of  the  public  works  un- 
dertaken for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  above  har- 
bor. 

Also,  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  different  reports 
of  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  acts  of  July, 
1832  and  1833,  for  the  final  adjustment  of  private  land 
claims  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  as  have  not  been 
acted  on  by  congress,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
private  land  claims. 

Also,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Missouri 
river  from  its  mouth  to  Fort  Leavenworth. 

Also,  Resolved.  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing 
marine  hospitals  on  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  and 
also  on  the  northern  lakes;  and  that  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  documents  accompany- 
ing the  same,  be  referred  to  said  committee. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  introduced  a bill  for  the 
relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the  public  lands  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  the  actgranting  pre-emption  rights, 
which  was  approved  on  the  19th  June,  1S34. 

Also,  a bill  authorizing  the  relinquishment  of 
the  sixteenth  sections  for  the  benefit  of  schools, 
and  the  entry  of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  bill  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Cumberland  road  through  the  states 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  which  was  the  spe- 
cial order  of  the  day,  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next,  and  made  the  special  order  for  that  day. 

The  bill  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands  was  taken  up,  when  Mr. 
Clay  moved  its  postponement  until  Wednesday 
next;  but,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr  Clay,  of  Ala., 
this  motion  was  modified  so  as  to  postpone  it  until 
Monday. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  additional  information  in 
relation  to  the  subject  of  the  bill,  derived  from  the 
land  office,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  brig 
Despatch  was  considered  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fora  third  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  to  remunerate  the  captors  of  the  priva- 
teer Lydia  was  also  taken  up  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and,  after  being  warmly  advocated  and  ex- 

Elained  by  Mr.  Davis  and  Mr.  Niles,  and  opposed 
y Mr.  Calhoun,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

A number  of  private  bills  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading,  after  which 
The  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  state  of  Alabama  the 
two  percent,  fund  reserved  by  the  act  for  her  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  to  be  applied  to  the  mak- 
ing of  a ro. id  or  roads  leading  to  said  state, was  then  ta- 
ken up,  when 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  explained  and  advocated 
the  bill,  and  noticed  various  benefits  which  would 
result  from  it,  particularly  to  the  state-  of  Ala- 
bama. 


Mr.  Niles  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground  of  his 
general  opposition  to  internal  improvements  by 
this  government,  whether  constitutional  or  not — a 
question  whic  h he  would  not  now  discuss.  He  had 
voted  in  favor  of  the  Cumberland  road,  on  the  pe- 
culiar ground  that  it  was  the  general  object,  in  the 
case  of  that  road,  to  open  a communication  to  the 
western  from  thd  Atlantic  states.  But  on  that  road 
more  than  the  two  per  cent,  fund  for  all  the  new 
states  had  been  already  expended;  and  on  this  gen- 
eral object,  in  favor  of  all  the  western  states,  that 
fund  might  be  considered  as  already  exhausted. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  replied  that  this  was  the 
very  first  time  he  had  heard  this  idea  of  a general 
and  joint  concern  in  the  two  per  cent,  fund  sug- 
gested in  this  manner,  here  or  elsewhere.  Mr.  C. 
argued  at  lengtti  that  the  compacts  in  regard  to  the 
two  per  cent,  fund  were  made  separately  and  dis- 
tinctly with  the  several  new  states,  as  they  were 
admitted  into  the  union,  making  no  reference  what- 
ever to  that  fund  as  a joint  or  general  fund.  He 
insisted,  therefore,  that  Alabama  should  have  the 
benefit  of  her  portion  of  that  fund,  without  any  spe- 
cial reference  to  other  states. 

Mr.  Walker  expressed  his  extreme  astonishment 
at  the  views  expressed  by  the  senator  from  Con- 
necticut. He  also  argued  at  length,  mainly  from 
the  history'  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  that  the  two  per 
cent,  fund  was  granted  distinctively  to  the  several 
new  states,  and  as  such  had  heretofore  been  used. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  also  went  into  the  history 
of  the  subject,  and  reminded  the  senator  from  Con- 
necticut that  he  had  voted  for  the  Cumberland  road 
alter  he  knew  that  the  two  per  cent,  fund  of  the 
states  through  which  the  road  was  to  pass  had  been 
more  than  exhausted.  He  appealed  to  the  nature 
of  the  several  compacts  granting  this  fund,  as  hav- 
ing been  made  with  each  of  the  states  distinctively, 
and  for  express  and  particular  purposes,  which  he 
insisted  on  having  carried  out  according  to  the  let- 
ter and  spirit  of  those  compacts.  He  urged  that 
this  and  the  three  per  cent,  funds  were  granted  by 
the  United  States  as  a consideration  to  balance  the 
exemption  ot  the  United  States  lands  from  taxation, 
and  for  that  he  insisted  it  was  much  less  than  an 
equivalent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  this  subject  was  postponed  till  Monday 
next. 

The  senate  then  w'ent  into  consideration  of  exe- 
cutive business,  and  soon  after  adjourned. 

December  27.  The  Chair  communicated  to  the 
senate  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in 
obedience  to  the  resolutions  of  the  19th  instant,  in- 
troduced by  the  senator  form  Virginia,  Mr.  Rives. 

Some  of  the  main  features  of  the  report,  as  well  as 
could  be  gathered  by  the  reporter  from  a sometimes 
complex  style,  and  ill-heard  reading,  (from  noise,) 
were,  that,  owing  to  the  want  of  a guaranty  by  the 
United  States  that  the  bonds  would  be  paid  by  the 
bank — from  this  and  other  causes,  (not  mentioned, 
except  the  shortness  of  the  time  which  the  bonds  had 
to  run,)  it  was  found  impracticable  to  effect  a sale  of 
them  in  Paris  or  London  on  the  terms  prescribed  by 
law.  It  wTas  also  found  impracticable  to  sell  them  in 
this  country,  and  invitations  for  proposals  having  been 
published,  proposals  were  made  only  by  Charles 
McAllister,  of  Philadelphia,  who  offered  to  purchase 
both  bonds  on  the  terms  of  the  law.  The  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  finding  that  the  amount  of  one  of  the 
bonds  was  necessary  for  the  uses  of  the  government, 
and  that  the  sale  of  it  singly  could  nowhere  else  be 
effected,  sold  it  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States  as  a 
matter  of  absolute  necessity,  on  the  1st  of  August, 
183S.  The  amount  of  it  was  entered  on  the  books  of 
that  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  treasurer; 
and  it  was  stipulated  that  payment,  when  made, 
should  be  ‘fin  specie  or  its  equivalent.”  The  sale  of 
Ihe  other  bond,  when  wanted,  was  afterwards  also 
effected,  and  arrangements  were  made  with  the 
United  States  bank  to  pay  the  public  creditors  at 
certain  points  in  drafts  on  the  United  States  treas- 
urer, or  in  specie  or  its  equivalent. 

In  regard  to  the  special  deposites  in  other  banks, 
the  report  stated  that  those  deposites,  being  in  all 
cases  considered  temporary,  were  mostly  informal. 
A sufficient  number  of  banks  that  had  not  issued 
notes  of  less  than  five  dollars  since  the  passage  of  the 
deposite  act  were  not  to  be  found,  and,  consequently, 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  from  necessity,  selected, 
at  convenient  points,  sixteen  banks  that  had  issued 
such  notes,  [and  were  consequently  excluded  by  law 
from  being  used  as  depositories.]  This,  it  was 
stated,  was  done  under  the  provisions  (general)  of 
the  act  of  1789.  In  some  cases  the  money  had  been 
deposited  in  these  banks  in  boxes  of  specie,  to  be 
retained  till  demanded  by  order  of  the  treasurer.  In 
other  cases  the  amount  had  been  entered  on  the  books 
of  such  banks  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  trea- 
surer, to  be  kept  ready  for  payment  at  any  moment, 
in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  but  “not  set  apart  in  a 


box.”  In  some  cases  a part  of  this  had  already  been 
paid  over,  the  other  part  remaining  as.  an  original 
deposite. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  the  printing  of  the  usual  num- 
ber of  the  report  and  documents,  which  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Niles  moved  the  printing  of  5,000  extra  copies 
of  the  report  and  documents.  His  main  reason  tor 
this  motion  was,  that  the  subject  had  been  already 
discussed,  and  this  discussion,  unusual  in  its  manner, 
on  a mere  resolution  of  inquiry,  was  now  going  out 
to  the  country — a discussion  which  implicated  one 
of  the  high  officers  of  government  in  a violation  of 
law,  and  of  the  practice  and  professions  of  the  execu- 
tive government  for  several  years.  This  report,  he 
believed,  explained  this  whole  matter,  and  placed  it 
on  the  true  ground  of  absolute  necessity;  and  in 
that  light,  he  thought,  it  would  appear  to  the  coun- 
try. 

The  printing  of  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  report 
and  documents  was  accordingly  ordered. 

The  Chair  also  presented  a letter  from  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of 
the  17th  inst.  showing  a statement  of  the  sums  paid 
under  the  appropriations  of  1S36. 

A number  of  petitions  and  memorials  were  pre- 
sented and  referred;  among  them  was  the  following, 
presented  by  Mr  .Wall,  from  an  association  of  friends, 
asking  the  passage  of  a law  to  prevent  the  slave 
trade,  and  to  restore  to  all  citizens  of  whatever  color, 
the  inalienable  right  of  liberty. 

Mr.  W.  moved  to  refer  this  petition  to  the  commit- 
tee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Preston  expressed  great  anxiety  to  have  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  reference,  but  wras 
prevented,  the  Chair  having  decided  that  a motion  to 
lay  the  motion  to  receive  on  the  table  was  paramount; 
which  course  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Swift  presented  a similar  memorial,  which  was 
treated  in  the  same  manner. 

By  Mr.  Clay:  From  a peace  society,  deprecating 
war,  and  asking  a congress  of  nations  for  the  pre- 
servation of  peace. 

Also,  from  certain  citizens  of  New  York,  manu- 
facturers of  starch,  complaining  that  w'hile  a duty 
was  fixed  on  foreign  wheat  and  flour,  starch  was 
admitted  duty  free,  in  consequence  of  which  they 
were  unable,  to  compete  with  the  foreign  producer, 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  capital  was  lying  idle, 
and  thousands  of  persons  were  out  of  employ.  They 
ask  a duty  of  five  cents  per  pound,  to  enable  them 
to  counteract  the  duty  on  foreign  whpat. 

Several  committees  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of 
individuals,  which  will  be  noticed  in  their  further 
progress. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  gave  notice  that  he  would  here- 
after ask  leave  to  introduce  a joint  resolution  pro- 
posing certain  amendments  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  the  third 
time  and  passed:  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners 
of  the  brig  Despatch.  The  bill  to  reward  the  cap- 
tors of  the  privateer  Lydia.  The  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  sureties  of  William  Manning,  late  collector 
of  the  customs  for  the  district  of  Beaufort,  N.  C. 
The  bill  to  refund  to  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington 
and  Baltimore  railroad  company  the  duties  paid  by 
them  on  certain  imported  railroad  iron. 

Mr.  Robinson,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  notice 
given,  introduced  a bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  B. 
Bush;  which  was  twice  read  and  referred. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
providing  for  the  payment  to  the  state  ot  Alabama 
of  the  amount  of  her  two  per  cent,  fund  on  the  sales 
of  public  lands  within  the  state,  originally  granted 
for  the  construction  of  roads  to  the  state. 

Mr.  Benton  said,  by  inquiry  at  the  treasury,  he 
had  found  that  this  fund  for  Alabama  amounted  to 
about  a quarter  of  a million,  which,  if  this  bill  should 
pass  in  its  present  form,  must  be  paid  in  borrowed 
money.  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  no  idea 
that  government  should  borrow'  money  for  this  ob- 
ject. He  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
providing  that  “this  act  shall  not  be  executed  till 
the  1st  of  January,  1840.”  Mr.  Niles  offered  an 
amendment,  as  a substitute  for  this  amendment, 
providing  that  “this  act  shall  not  be  executed  till 
there  shall  be  a surplus  in  the  treasury  not  W'anted 
for  appropriations  by  congress.”  Mr.  Clay, of  Ala- 
bama, said  he  did  not  like  to  have  the  terms  so  in- 
definite. He  preferred  his  own  amendment,  and 
hoped  tfie  other  would  be  withdrawn.  Mr.  King 
thought  his  colleague  took  an  incorrect  view  of  the 
subject.  The  surplus  required  by  the  bill  might 
occur  this  year,  and  Mr.  K.  therefore  preferred  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  hoped  his  col- 
league would  agree  to  it.  Mr.  Benton  objected, 
that  a surplus  to  this  amount  might  be  in  the  trea- 
sury in  borrowed  money. 

After  a few  words  in  reply  from  Mr.  Niles,  his 
amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill,  thus  amend- 
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ed,  was  reported  to  the  senate,  there  also  agreed  to, 
and  the  question  arose  on  its  engrossment  lor  a third 
reading. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  before  the  question  was  taken, 
end  without  contesting  the  principle  of  the  bill,  he 
desired  to  know  how  many  other  states  were  likely 
to  come  in  for  a similar  claim,  how  much  money 
would  be  thus  called  for,  on  how  extensive  a prin- 
ciple they  were  legislating,  and  whether  appropria- 
tions had  not  already  been  made  for  roads  in  Ala- 
bama or  its  vicinity.  If  he  could  know  all  this 
now,  he  would  be  ready  to  act;  otherwise  he  would 
prefer  to  call  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for 
information. 

Mr.  Olay,  of  Alabama,  replied  that  the  state  of 
Mississippi  alone  had  a claim  of  this  kind,  in  addi- 
tion to  Alabama.  Much  more  than  this  two  per 
cent,  had  been  already  appropriated  for  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, Illinois,  and  Missouri,  for  the  construction  of 
the  Cumberland  road;  and  to  Michigan  and  Arkan- 
sas congress  had  granted  the  whole  amount  of  the 
five  per  cent,  fund  at  once  on  their  admission  into 
the  Union.  The  amount  now  due  to  Alabama  in 
this  two  per  cent,  was  about  $240,000,  and  not  a 
dollar  of  it  had  ever  been  appropriated  under  the 
compact,  though  there  had  been  a small  appropria- 
tion for  a road  through  the  Indian  country;  and 
congress,  for  its  own  interest,  (in  the  Creek  war,) 
had  better  appropriated  much  more  in  that  way. — 
Mr.  C.  further  asked  and  urged  that  the  compact 
for  this  two  percent,  might  at  length  be  fulfilled. 

Mr.  Walker  renewed  these  declarations  of  Mr. 
Clay,  and  said  that  Louisiana  had  also  received  her 
two  per  cent,  fund;  and  if  Alabama  and  Mississippi 
should  ask  interest  on  their  two  per  cent.,  their 
claim  would  be  a strong  one,  for  the 'ether  states 
had  received  theirs  with  great  promp'ness,  on  their 
entrance  into  the  Union.  And  further,  Mississippi 
was  disposed  to  receive  public  lands  now  subject  to 
entry,  at  01  25,  for  her  two  per  cent,  fund,  the  pro- 
ceeds to  be  appropriated  to  the  construction  of 
roads,  so  that  she  would  cause  no  drain  upon  the 
treasury. 

Mr.  Crittenden  said  if  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
Missouri,  had  received  their  two  per  cent,  in  the 
construction  of  the  Cumberland  road,  Mr.  C.  would 
ask  the  senator  from  Alabama  whether  most  mag- 
nificent grants  in  land  had  not  been  made  to  that 
state  by  the  United  States,  and  whether  these  grants 
were  to  be  considered  as  a part  of  this  two  percent, 
fund,  thougli  their  value  would  probably  exceed  it 
two  or  three  times  over. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  there  had  been  only 
a grant  to  Alabama  of  four  hundred  thousand  acres 
of  relinquished  land,  for  the  construction  of  a ca- 
nal round  the  Muscle  shoals, and  forotherimprove- 
ments  in  the  Tennessee  and  other  rivers.  But  there 
was  not  a word  in  the  acts  making  these  appropria- 
tions to  exclude  this  two  per  cent,  fund,  which  Mr. 
C.  inisted  was  still  rightfully  due,  though  he  would 
not  now  urge  the  great  excess  of  the  two  per  cent, 
which  had  been  expended  on  the  Cumberland 
road. 

Mr.  Linn  said  the  two  per  cent,  for  Missouri  had 
been  expended  on  the  Cumberland  road  wholly  be- 
yond the  limits  of  this  state,  and,  at  the  proper  time, 
hereafter,  he  should  therefore  move  to  extend  the 
Cumberland  road  to  and  through  Missouri,  and  he 
should  then  devote  what  little  time  and  talent  he 
could  command  to  convince  congress  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  that  this  ought  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.,  said  he  was  perfectly  aware  of 
the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  several 
of  the  new  states,  by  which  5 per  cent,  on  thesales 
of  the  public  lands  within  those  respective  states 
was  to  be  reserved  for  the  construction  of  roads 
wilhin  and  leading  to  those  states.  He  did  not 
know  of  any  appropriation  of  this  fund  for  roads 
leading  to  Alabama  or  Mississippi,  and  he  was  in- 
clined to  believe  that  such  had  not  been  made,  and 
if  there  had  been  none  such,  then  the  compact  was 
still  in  full  force.  If  there  had  been  no  such  ap- 
propriation, and  no  equivalent,  (and  Mr.  C.  was 
disposed  to  believe  there  had  not,)  then  he,  forone, 
was  willing,  at  the  proper  time,  to  concur  in  the 
passage  of  an  act  to  carry  the  compact  into  effect, 
that  was,  for  roads  leading  to  those  states.  Whe- 
ther they  should  be  made  in  those  states  was  ano- 
ther question,  for  undoubtedly  the  grant  required 
the  interest  of  other  states  (in  the  vicinity ) to  be  ta- 
ken care  of. 

But  Mr.  C.  had  risen  to  say  he  would  vote  for  no 
bill  which  made  an  appropriation  in  the  manner 
proposed  in  this  bill;  that  it  might  be  paid  when 
there  should  be  a surplus  in  the  treasury,  not  want- 
ed by  existing  appropriations.  The  effect  would  be 
very  bad  in  precedent,  and  it  would  tempt  the  pre- 
sident to  create  a surplus,  if  he  should  be  disposed 
to  do  so.  We  also  knew,  by  the  reports,  that  there 
was  a surplus  at  the  end  of  every  year,  to  a large 
amount,  appropriated  by  congress,  but  remaining 


unexpended.  And  the  executive  had  not  only  as- 
sumed the  prerogative  to  say  whether  appropriations 
should  be  expended  or  not,  but  he  claimed  for  him- 
self the  power  tosuspend  appiopriationsaltogether. 
The  secretary  ol  the  treasury  had  declared  that  he 
had  suspended  the  law  making  appropriations  till 
congress  should  have  an  opportunity  to  review  their 
opinions,  and  see  whether  the  appropriations  had 
not  been  wrongly  made.  Mr.  C.  would,  therefore, 
not  vote  for  a bill  involving  such  discretion,  but  if 
it  were  framed  in  the  usual  manner,  he  would  give 
it  his  concurrence. 

Mr.  King  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  the  senator 
from  Kentucky  declare  that  he  wa3  ready  to  carry 
out  this  compact  in  good  faith;  and  Mr.  K.  argued 
further  that  no  appropriation  implicating  this  fund, 
in  the  case  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  had  ever 
been  made,  though  Mr.  K.  had  from  year  to  year, 
in  vain  applied  for  it.  He  also  urged  the  great  im- 
portance (especially  in  conveying  soldiers  from  the 
interior  for  coast  defence)  of  a road  from  the  Ten- 
nessee to  Mobile  bay,  as  likely  to  prevent  a far 
greater  expenditure  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Calhoun  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  the 
fund  was  justly  due,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  give  it  to  the  states,  than  for  the  United  States 
to  undertake  the  construction  of  roads.  It  would 
save  the  United  States  great  expense,  as  was  fully 
proved  by  the  case  of  the  Cumberland  road.  Be- 
sides, railroads  by  private  companies  were  rapidly 
increasing,  and  were  found  to  furnish  great  facili- 
ties. 

Mr.  C.  would  therefore  vote  for  this  bill,  though 
he  had  come  here  with  a determination  to  vote  for 
nothing  not  absolutely  necessary,  in  which  deter- 
mination he  had  been  only  confirmed,  for  he  now 
thought  that  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  get- 
ting through  the  finances  of  the  year.  Still  he 
would  vote  in  favor  of  Ihis  bill. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  again  admitted  the  con- 
siderations in  favor  of  the  bill,  but  he  insisted  that 
it  was  not  proper  to  leave  so  much  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Executive.  He  therefore  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  on  Mr.  Niles’ amendment,  providing 
that  the  act  should  be  executed  when  there  should 
be  a surplus. 

That  vote  was  accordingly  reconsidered,  and  Mr. 
Niles’  amendment  was  then  rejected. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama,  provi. brig  that  the  money 
should  be  paid  on  the  1st  of  January,  1840 — Mr. 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  expressed  his  wish  that  the  bill 
should  be  passed  in  the  original  and  usual  form,  the 
money  to"be  paid  “out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated.”  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alaba- 
ma, thought  the  rejection  of  his  amendment  would 
hazard  the  loss  of  the  bill;  a risk  which  he  hoped 
would  not  be  incurred.  Mr.  Clay's  (of  Alabama) 
amendment,  that  the  money  should  be  paid  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1840,  was  then  agreed  to;  and  the 
bill  so  amended,  was  ordeied  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  to  make  an  additional  land  district  in 
Illinois,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed.  Also,  the  bill  to  change  the  location  of 
the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  the  district  compo- 
sed of  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan, 
and  for  other  purposes.  Also,  the  hill  authorizing 
the  president  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  re- 
served lead  mines  in  Illinois  and  the  territories  of 
Wisconsin  and  Iowa  to  be  sold  as  other  public 
lands. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a third  time  and 
passed:  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the 
brig  Despatch.  The  bill  to  reward  the  captors  of 
the  privateer  Lydia.  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
sureties  of  Wiliiam  Manning.  The  bill  to  refund 
to  the  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  railroad  company 
certain  duties  paid  by  them  on  imported  railroad 
iron. 

The  senate  held  a short  executive  session  and 
then  adjourned. 

December  28.  A number  of  memorials  and  peti- 
tions were  presented  and  referred. 

Mr.  Young  presented  a joint  resolution  from  the 
legislature’ of  Illinois,  asking  the  senators  and  re- 
presentatives of  that  state  to  procure  the  passage  of 
a law  to  make  a survey  of  the  northern  and  western 
lakes,  and  navigable  rivers  flowing  into  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  it  was  ordered  that 
30,000  copies  of  the  following  papers  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  senate: 

1.  Copies  of  written  evidence  (as  required  by  an 
order  of  the  British  house  of  commons,  dated  24th 
June,  1817,)  which  was  laid  before  the  board  of 
trade,  the  rt.  hon.  Nicholas  Vansittart  being  presi- 
dent, in  an  inquiry  recently  made  at  the  instance  of 
lord  Kenyon  and  sir  Thomas  Bernard,  as  to  the  sup- 
posed operation  of  salt  duties,  and  restriclion  on 
the  fisheries,  agriculture,  and  laboring  classes  of 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain;  ordered  by  the 


house  of  commons  to  be  printed,  4th  day  of  July, 
1817,  (35  folio  pages.) 

2.  The  report  of  the  select  committee  of  the  Bri- 
tish house  oi' commons,  appointed  in  the  year  1818, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  laws  relating  to  the 
salt  duties,  and  the  means  of  remedying  the  incon- 
veniences arising  therefrom,  and  to  report  thereon, 
with  theirobservations  and  opinion,  to  the  house  of 
commons,  together  with  the  minutes  of  evidence 
taken  before  them:  ordered  by  the  house  of  com- 
mons to  be  printed,  1st  June,  1818,  (8  folio  pages.) 

3.  Minutes  and  evidence  taken  before  the  same 
committee,  from  the  6th  of  March,  1818,  to  the  7th 
of  May  of  the  same  year,  presented  to  the  house  of 
commons  with  the  report,  1st  June,  1818,  and  or- 
dered by  the  house  of  commons  to  be  printed,  (204 
folio  pages.) 

Several  committees  made  reports;  among  them 
was  one  by  Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary,  to  limit  and  explain  the  powers  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  followdng  bills  were  introduced,  on  leave, 
twice  read,  and  referred. 

By  Mr.  Linn:  The  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled 
“An  act  to  enable  claimants  to  land  w ithin  the  limits 
of  Missouri  and  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  to  insti- 
tute proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,” 
approved  May  26,  1824,  and  “An  act  amending  the 
same.” 

Also,  a bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Cochran. 

By  Mr.  Merrick:  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Francis  T.  Newman,  late  collector  of  the 
revenue  and  direct  taxes  of  the  slate  of  Maryland. 

By  Mr.  Mouton:  The  bill  for  the  relief' of  Don 
Carlos  Dehault  Delassus,  late  governor  of  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ruggles, 

Resolved,  That  die  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
directed  to  cons'der  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of 
constructing  fortifications  or  establishing  other  defences 
at  important  and  exposed  points  on  the  maritime  fron- 
tier of  the  state  of  Maine,  especially  at  Portland  harbor, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Kennebeck  river,  and  at  the 
Narrows  of  the  Penobscot  river;  and  that  they  consider 
the  subject  with  reference  to  the  claim  of  that  state  to 
an  equal  and  just  participation  with  the  other  states  of 
the  Union  in  the  benefits  of  the  system  of  national  de- 
fence embraced  within  the  constitutional  duties  of  this 
government;  and  more  especially  with  reference  to  the 
existing  controversy  so  greatly  prolonged,  in  which  the 
territorial  rights  of  Maine  are  involved,  a large  portion 
of  her  territory  having  been  usurped  by  a foreign  power, 
and  being  now  held  in  subjection  thereto;  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  further  consider, 
in  reference  to  the  same  subject  of  controversy,  and 
the  right  which  every  state  has  under  the  federal  con- 
stitution to  protection  for  its  territory  from  foreign  ag- 
gression, whether  any,  and  what  further  provisions  are 
necessary  to  be  made  for  the  security  of  the  inland 
frontier  of  Maine,  and  the  staying  of  encroachments, 
with  leave  to  report  as  aforesaid. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  a third 
time,  and  passed: 

The  bill  to  relinquish  fo  the  state  of  Alabama  the 
2 per  cent,  fund,  reserved  by  the  act  for  her  admis- 
sion into  the  Union,  to  be  applied  to  the  making  of 
a road  or  roads  leading  to  said  state. 

The  bill  to  change  the  location  of  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  of  the  district  composed  of  the 
states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan,  and  for  other 
pu  rposes. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  corporate  authorities 
of  Mobile. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  the  reserved  lead  mines  in  Illinois 
and  the  territories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  to  be 
sold,  was  about  to  be  read,  when  a debate  sprung 
up,  in  which  Messrs.  Merrick,  Clay,  King,  Mies, 
Calhoun,  and  others,  took  part.  The  vote  on  the 
third  reading  was  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  was  so 
amended  as  to  declare  that  this  act  should  not  be  so 
construed  as  to  give  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  any 
case  whatever.  After  which,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed.  The  iitle  was  also  amend- 
ed so  as  to  make  it  conform  to  the  body  of  the  bill. 

The  senate  held  a short  executive  session,  and 
then  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES . 

Saturday,  December  22.  The  business  in  order 
was  the  petition  presented  by  Mr  .Adams  on  Thurs- 
day last,  praying  the  establishment  of  international 
relations  with  the  republic  of  Hayti. 

The  motion  pending  was  that  moved  at  the  same 
time  by  Mr.  A.  to  refer  the  petition  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  affairs,  “with  instructions  to  consider 
and  report  thereon.”  A division  of  this  question 
had  been  called  for  by  Mr.  Dromgoole,  first,  on  the 
reference,  and,  secondly,  on  the  instructions;  and 
being  novv  taken  on  the  former,  it  was  agreed  to 
without  a division. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  instructions — 

Mr.  gave  his  reasons  for  moving  to  in- 
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struct  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  which  were 
two-fold.  First,  from  the  fact  stated  by  the  chair- 
man (Mr.  Howard)  that  similar  petitions  had  been 
heretofore  referred  to  that  committee,  and  nothing 
further  had  been  heard  from  them.  The  second, 
and  a much  stronger  reason  with  him,  was,  that 
when,  upon  a preceding  day,  the  question  was  be- 
fore the  house  whether  a similar-petition  should  be 
referred  to  that  committee,  the  same  gentleman 
gave  a pledge  to  the  house  that,  if  it  was  permitted 
to  go  to  that  committee,  the  house  should  never  hear 
of  it  again. 

Mr.  A.  then  went  on  to  contend  that  the  former 
practice  of  this  government  in  acknowledging  gov- 
ernments independent  de  facto,  whether  originating 
in  right  or  wrong,  rendered  it  proper  that  the  prayer 
of  this  petition  should  be  granted;  or,  at  least,  that 
it  should  be  duly  considered,  and  reasons  given  why 
it  should  not  be  granted.  This  was  the  only  way 
to  avoid  agitation,  and,  indeed,  he  was  at  a loss  to 
conceive  for  what  purpose  committees  were  appoint- 
ed each  session,  and  have  subjects  referred  to  them, 
unless  it  be  to  consider  and  report  upon  them  to  the 
house.  To  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  so  was  a viola- 
tion of  their  duty,  and  an  arbitrary  assumption  of 
power,  because,  thereby,  they  deprived  the  house 
itself  of  the  opportunity  of  considering  them.  These 
were  the  reasons  that  induced  him  to  move  the  in- 
structions. 

Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Legare,  on  Thursday  last,  against  the  reception 
of  these  and  certain  other  petitions,  and  was  going 
on  to  discuss  the  right  of  petition  generally,  when 
he  was  called  to  order  by  the  chair  for  irrelevancy. 

Mr.  Bynum  insisted  that  the  gentleman  should 
take  his  seat,  under  the  rule.  If,  however,  he  was 
permitted  to  proceed,  Mr.  B.  hoped  some  gentle- 
man of  the  slaveholding  portion  of  the  house  would 
be  allowed  to  answer  him. 

Mr.  Adams.  Sir,  I hope  so.  Only  open  our 
mouths, gentlemen;  that  is  all  we  ask,  and  you  may 
answer  as  much  as  you  please. 

Mr.  Bynum.  I call  the  gentleman  to  order,  and 
hope  he  will  not  be  permitted  to  proceed,  unless 
we  are  to  have  a full  discussion,  1 think  the  time 
has  arrived  when  the  interests  of  my  section  of  the 
country  demand  it. 

The  Speaker  then  admonished  Mr.  Adams  that  he 
must  coniine  himself  strictly  to  the  question  before 
the  house. 

Mr.  Bynum.  I object  to  the  gentleman’s  pro- 
ceeding lurther  with  his  observations,  except  by 
consent  of  the  house.  If  we  have  rules,  we  had 
better  either  obey  them  or  burn  them. 

Mr.  Briggs  then  moved  that  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Adams)  have  leave  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Hopkins  demanded  the  yeas  and  naj's  on  that 
motion,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were  as  follows,: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Henry  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews 
Birdsail,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Buchanan, 
William  B.  Caihoon,  Casey,  Chambers,  Childs,  Clark, 
Cleaveland,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cushing,  Darlington, 
Dawson,  Davies,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Rich- 
ard Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fry,  James 
Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Giddings,  Glascock,  Goode, 
Jas.  Graham,  William  Graham,  Gantlaud,  Grant, 
Graves,  Grennel,  Haley,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawes.  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Tiros.  B.  Jackson, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Wiliiam  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
Kennedy,  Lincoln,  Loomis,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  Robert  McClellan,  MeKen- 
nan,  Menefce,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Mathias  Morris,  Cal- 
vary Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Parnienter,  Peck,  Pick- 
ens, Potts,  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss,  Putnam,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Reed,Ridgway,  Robertson,  Robinson,  Rutn- 
sey,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sawyer,  Sheffer,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Snyder,  Southgate, 
Spencer,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Vanderveer, 
Albert  S.  White,  John  White,  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Wil- 
iams, Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Christopher  Ii.  Williams,  Wise,  Word, 
and  Yorke. — 114. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne, 
Bicknell,  Boon,  Bynum,  Jno.  Caihoon,  John  ’Campbell, 
Chapman,  Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman, 
Duncan,  Farrington,  Griffin,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Haynes, 
Hopkins,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Joseph  Johnson,  John 
W.  Jones,  Keim,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay, 
Abraham  McClellan,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan, 
S.  W.  Morris,  Noble,  Parker,  Parris,  Paynter,  Petrlkin, 
John  H.  Prentiss,  Sheplor,  Swearingen,  Titus,  Turney, 
Wagener,  Webster. — 47. 

So  the  leave  asked  was  granted. 

[The  name  of  Mr.  Adams  having  been  called, 
that  gentleman  rose  and  asked  to  be  excused  from 
voting,  to  which  the  house  assented.] 

Mr.  Adams  then  proceeded  to  insist  on  the  pro- 
priety of  the  instructions,  and  designated  the  refu- 
sal of  a committee  to  report  as  one  of  the  devices 
to  suppress  the  right  of  petition  among  the  people, 

■a  violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  one  of  the  most  sacred  rights  of  the  people. 


If  any  reply  was  tnade  to  him.  he  supposed 
he  should  hear  again  of  the  motives  of  the  pe- 
titioners being  different  from  those  which  ap- 
peared on  the  face  of  the  petition;  but  against 
this  doctrine  he  entered  his  solemn  protest.  It  was 
the  exercise  of  an  arbitrary  power  of  the  most  de- 
testable character,  the  arbitrary  power  of  a majority 
in  a deliberative  assembly,  and  one  which,  if  per- 
severed in,  would  be  utterly  subversive  of  the  right 
of  petition. 

Even  admitting  the  alleged  motive,  that  the 
object  of  the  petitioners  is  abolition,  he  said 
they  had  the  right  to  petition  for  that  too,  for  every 
individual  in  the  country  had  -a  right  to  be  an  abo- 
litionist. He  said  further  that  the  great  men  of  the 
revolution  were  abolitionists,  and,  if  any  man  de- 
nied it,  he  would  prove  it. 

Mr.  1 Vise.  I deny  it. 

The  Speaker  said  this  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Adams.  I feel  obliged  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  for  giving  me  the  invitation,  and  I 
will  now  prove  what  I say. 

The  Speaker  said  this  did  not  form  any  part  of  the 
question  before  the  house,  which  was  simply  on  the 
instructions. 

Mr.  Adams.  George  Washington,  in  arliculo 
mortis,  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  before  God 
bis  creator,  emancipated  his  slaves. 

Mr.  Wise.  Because  he  had  no  children. 

The  Speaker  again  interposed,  and  said  that  gen- 
tlemen could  not  go  into  that  question.  It  was  en- 
tirely out  of  order. 

Mr.  Adams.  I did  but  accept  the  invitation  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  I do  not  wish  to  go 
further.  I simply  take  the  position  that  George 
Washington  was  an  abolitionist  in  the  most  exten- 
sive sense  of  the  term,  and  I defy  any  man  in  this 
house  to  the  discussion,  and  to  prove  the  contrary 
if  he  can. 

The  Speaker  called  Mr.  A.  to  order. 

Mr.  Adams.  Well,  sir,  I was  only  stating  the 
high  authority  which  is  to  be  found  for  the  princi- 
ples of  abolition.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia deny  that  Thomas  Jefferson  was  an  abolition- 
ist ? 

Mr.  Wise.  I do. 

The  Speaker  again  interposed. 

Mr.  Adams.  Well,  sir,  then  I come  back  to  my 
position,  that  every  man  in  this  country  has  a right 
to  be  an  abolitionist;  that,  in  being  so,  he  offends  no 
law,  but,  in  my  opinion,  obeys  the  most  sacred  of 
all  laws. 

The  Speaker  again  called  Mr.  Adams  to  order. 

Mr.  Adams  said  ho  would  riot  violate  the  rules, 
and  he  then  concluded  his  remarks  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Legare. 

Mr.  Bouldin  was  in  favor  both  of  the  reference 
and  the  instructions,  as  he  thought  it  would  be  bet- 
ter, and  tend  to  quiet  agitation  on  the  subject,  if 
the  committee  would  report  one  way  or  the  other. 
This  was  bis  opinion,  on  the  disposition  ol  abolition 
petitions,  two  or  three  years  ago,  and  the  opposite 
course  had  only  tended  to  increase  the  number  of 
applications.  By  the  course  pursued,  northern 
people  are  made  to  believe  that  southern  people 
wish  to  stop  their  mouths,  and  this  he  did  not  hold 
to  be  true.  And,  by  the  same  inferences,  southern 
people  are  made  to  believe  that  northern  people 
are  preparing  to  take  up  arms  and  march  in  battle 
array  to  emancipate  their  slaves,  and  neither  did  he 
believe  this.  He  hated  this  entanglement  about 
rules,  special  technicalities,  as  they  might  be  term- 
ed, and  if  we  were  to  go  to  war,  let  us,  said  he,  go 
to  it  about  something  tangible,  and  not  about  con- 
structions of  the  rules  of  the  house.  Let  us,  at  least, , 
know  what  we  are  going  to  be  set  by  the  ears  | 
about.  He  would  oniy  add,  in  conclusion,  that,  by  | 
such  misrepresentations  and  mischief  making  us - 
he  had  referred  to,  the  north  and  the  south  may  be 
made  to  hate  each  other  to  that  extent  that  neither 
love  nor  interest,  nor  hooks  of  steel,  nor  bands  of 
iron,  can  hold  them  together. 

Mr.  Bynum_  then  addressed  the  house  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Adams,  and  in  opposition  to  the  instructions 
moved  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  B.  was  called 
to  order  for  having  declared  that  the  rights  of  the 
south  on  this  question  had  been  sacrificed  by  one  of 
the  parties  in  the  house. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  of  the  ch-rir  whether  the  dis- 
cussion was  to  be  entertained  which  party  in  this 
house,  the  Van  Buren  or  the  whig  party  of  the 
south,  had  sacrificed  or  yielded  to  the  interests  of 
the  south  on  this  question.  If  such  a discussion 
were  allowed,  he  would  glory  m it. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  such  discussion  was  en- 
tirely out  of  order. 

Mr.  Stanly  said,  that  being  the  decision  of  the 
chair,  he  (Mr.  S.)  would  follow  the  example  set  by 
his  colleague,  (Mr.  Bynum,)  and  move  that  he 
should  not" proceed  without  leave  of  the  house. 


Mr.  Turney  then  moved  that  the  gentleman  have 
leave  to  proceed. 

And  leave  was  granted  without  a division. 

Mr.  Bynum  then  resumed  the  floor  and  address- 
ed the  house  for  some  time. 

Mr.  Thompson  deprecated  the  whole  discussion 
as  dangerous,  and  worse  than  dangerous,  dishonora- 
ble and  degrading  to  every  southern  mar.  Mr.  T. 
would  not  argue  the  question,  for  to  do  so  would 
disgrace  himself  and  those  he  represented. 

Mr.  Wise  explained  that  he  had  discussed  it,  ne- 
cessarily, in  defence  of  the  lights,  feelings,  and 
prejudices  of  the  people  he  represented,  and  should 
do  so  again. 

Mr.  Petrikin  then  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  S.  C.,  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
for  instructions  on  the  table,  and  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which,  being  ordered,  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Aycrigg,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell, 
Bronson,  Bynum,  John  Caihoon,  Cambreleng,  W.  B. 
Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers, 
Chaney,  Canipmaa,  Cleaveland,  Connor,  Grab!',  Craig, 
Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Dawson,  DeGraff,  Duncan, 
Ewing,  Fry,  Gallup,  R.  Garland,  Glascock,  James 
Graham,  Gr.mlland,  Grant,  Graves,  Griffin,  Ham- 
mond, Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Herod,  W. 
H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jack- 
son, _ H.  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kennedy,  Legare,  Leadbetier, 
Lewis,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  Mc- 
Kay, Robert  McClelian,  Abraham  McClellan,  Mene- . 
fee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Morgan,  Murray,  Noble,  Parker, 
Parris,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope,  Pratt,  S.  S 
Prentiss,  Readier,  Rumsey,  Shelter,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
C.  Shepard,"  Shields,  Sheplor,  Southgate,  Spencer, 
Stanly,  Stone,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Underwood,  Vanderveer, 
Wagener,  Webster,  John  White,  L.  Williams,  S.  Wil- 
liams, J.  L.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Yell— 110. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Hemaii  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Childs,  _ 
Clark,  Coflin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cushing,  Darlington, 
Davies,  Dunn,  Everelt,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore 
Giddings,  Wm.  Graham.  Grennel!,  Hastings,  Henry, 
Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  McKennan.  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Peek,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Ridgway,  Robinson,  Russell,  Saltonsiall, Slade, Tilling- 
hast, Toland,  A.  S.  White,  Yrrke — 4G. 

So  the  proposed  instructions  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins  it  was  ordered  that 
when  the  house  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Kennedy  made  an  ineffectual  effort  to  procure 
the  use  of  the  hall  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sunday 
School  Union  of  the  state  of  Maryland  on  Tuesday 
evening  next. 

Mr.  Graves,  on  leave,  presented  the  petition  of 
commodore  Barney  fora  pension,  and  then,  on  mo- 
tion, 

The  house  adjourned  till  Wednesday  next. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  26.  The  Speaker  communica- 
ted a letter  from  the  hon.  John  Fairfield,  a member 
from  the  state  of  Maine,  resigning  his  seat  in  the 
present  congress;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr  .Anderson, 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  speaker  directed  to 
notify  the  executive  of  Maine  of  the  fact. 

Mr.  Haynes  then  rose  and  said,  that  he  believed, 
from  the  commencement  oT  the  government  till  the 
last  session,  the  earliest  opportunity  was  taken  to 
consider  the  president’s  message,  and  the  duty  hav- 
ing, in  a measure,  devolved  upon  him,  from  having 
moved  the  reference,  and  the  unusually  long  period 
of  three  weeks  having  elapsed  since  the  message 
was  received,  lie  felt  bound  to  submit  a motion  that 
the  house  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  thereon, 
for  tile  purpose  of  distributing  it. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  H.  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules,  and  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays;  which  being  ordered, 
were,  yeas  112,  nays  26,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Ath- 
erton, Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Boon, 
Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bronson.  Buchanan,  W.  B. 
Calhoun,  John  Caihoon,  Cainbreleng,  Casey,  Cheat- 
ham, Childs,  Clark,  Coles,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Craig; 
Crary,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Davee,  Davies,  De  Graff, 
Duncan,  Dunn,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Gallup,  J. 
Garland,  Glascock,  .T.  Graham,  William  Graham, 
Grant,  Griffin.  Haley,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Haynes,  Hen- 
ry, Herod, -T.  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  J.  Johnson, 
Keim.  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Marvin,  S.  Ma- 
son, Martin,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  R.  McClellan, 

A.  McClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan, 
Murray,  Noble,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parker,  Parmenter, 
Paynter,  Peck,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Potts.  Pratt, 

J.  PI.  Prentiss,  S.  S.  Prentiss,  Randolph,  Reed,  Russell, 
Sheffer,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Snyder, 
Stone,  Stratton,  Swearingen,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turney.  Underwood,  Vail,  Vander- 
veer, Webster,  .T.  White,  Whittlesej-,  J.  W.  Williams, 

J.  L.  Williams,  Word,  Yell,  and  Yorke— 112.  • 

N-AYS— Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  John  W.  Allen,  W. 

B.  Campbell,  Chambers,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Giddings, 
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Harlan,  Harper,  Howard,  Henry  Juhnson,  Menefee,  | 
Mitchell,  C'.  Mur  is,  Rariden,  Uulgv.vy,  id.  Robinson 
Ilumscy,  Saltimstall,  Shield!?,  Slads,  Southgate,  Stanly, 
L.  Williams,  S.  Wiiliauis,  and  G.  H.  Williams — 26. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended,  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Haynes , tile  house  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  in  the  chair,  and  proceeded  to 
take  up  the  president’s  message. 

Mr.  Haynes  then  moved  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  president’s  mes- 
sage as  refers  to  the  political  relations  of  the  United 
Stales  with  foreign  nations,  be  committed  to  the.  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs. 

2.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  fo- 
reign nations,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  com- 
merce. 

3.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  finances,  to  the  collection,  safe-keeping, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  an.'  the  pun- 
ishment of  public  defaulters,  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means. 

4.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  public  lands,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  public  lands. 

5.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  Indian  affairs,  except  what  concerns  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  against  Indian  hostilities  and  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Indians  against  the  intrusions  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  Indian  affairs 

6.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  against  Indian  hos- 
tilities, and  the  protection  of  the  Indian  tribes  from  the 
intrusion  of  citizens  of  the  United  States;  so  much 
thereof  as  relates  to  the  establishment  of  a manufac- 
tory of  small  arms  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains, 
and  to  a manufactory  of  gunpowder;  together  with  so 
much  as  relates  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
and  the  public  interests  entrusted  to  the  war  depart 
ment,  except  the  subjects  embraced  in  the  immediately 
preceding  resolutions,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
military  affairs. 

7.  Resolved  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  militia. 

8.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  re- 
lates tojhe  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  and  the 
interests  entrusted  to  the  navy  department,  be  com- 
mitted to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

9.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  report  of  the  postmaster  general  and  the 
condition  and  operations  of  the  post  office  department, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post 
roads. 

10.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  District  of  Columbia,  be  committed  to  the 
committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

11.  Resvlved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  establishment  of  a national  foundry  for  can- 
non, to  be  common  to  the  service  of  the  army  and  navy 
of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  a select  committee, 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

12:  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  questions  arising  out  of  the  mandamus,  is- 
sued by  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
at  the  relation  of  Stockton  and  Stokes,  against  the 
postmaster  general,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary. 

13.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  next  census  of  the  United  States,  be  referred 
to  a select  committee. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Bell  rose  and  said  that  he  had  felt  some  inter- 
est that  this  message  should  be  brought  up,  and  that 
the  reference  should  not  only  take  place  in  the  usual 
form,  but  that  there  should  be  a discussion  in  relation 
to  some  of  the  principles  and  circumstances  set  forth 
in  it.  It  must  be  evident  to  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Haynes,)  that  all  the  members  of  the 
house,  as  well  as  himself,  (Mr.  B.)  hail  been  taken 
wholly  by  surprise  by  the  motion  submitted  at  this 
time.  He  (Mr.  B.)  believed,  on  one  other  morning, 
and  at  a time  when  there  was  a manifest  determina- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  house  to  receive  petitions,  or 
to  go  on  with  the  regular  business  of  the  house  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  then  applicable  to  its  business,  a 
motion  to  go  into  committee  had  been  made.  He 
trusted  that  the  gentleman  would  have  given  him 
some  notice  of  these  resolutions,  since  he  must  have 
known  that  they  could  tu  pass  without  debate. 

But  although  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  not  altogether  pre- 
pared to  submit  the  remarks  which  he  had  intended, 
still  he  thought  that  this  occasion  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  to  pass,  without  noticing  some  of  the  re- 
markable features  of  this  state  paper.  He  would, 
however,  ask  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Haynes,)  whether  he  would  not  agree  to  waive  his 
motion  until  after  the  motion  pending  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a committee  on  the  recent  defalcations  shall 
have  been  disposed  of  He  (Mr.  B.)  thought  that 
such  a motion  would  be  more  courteous  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  generally,  whilst  it  would  af- 
ford that  opportunity  for  general  discussion  which  he 
(Mr.  B.)  regarded  it  to  be  a matter  of  high  public 
importance  should  take  place.  For  his  own  part,  he 


| did  not  expect  to  occupy  a vety  large  portion  of  < ’ ir. 
He  hud  intended,  if  he  secured  u.i  opportunity,  U 
limit  his  observations  to  a few  points.  But  ii  tin- 
gentleman  from  Georgia  would  not  consent  to  waive 
iris  mot  on  for  the  present,  he  (Mr.  B.)  would,  in  a 
desultory  manner,  go  on  as  well  as  lie  was  able. 

Mr.  Haynes  expressed  Iris  astonishment  that  any 
gentleman  should  speak  of  being  taken  by  surprise 
in  this  motion.  He  assured  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Bell)  that  he  (Mr.  H.)  had  no  de- 
sign of  that  sort.  He  had  endeavored  in  vain  to 
bring  this  subject  up  before,  and  he  would  naturally 
have  supposed  that  any  gentleman  intending  to 
comment  on  the  principles  contained  in  the  presi- 
dent’s message  would  have  been  in  a state  oi  pre- 
paration to  do  so.  He  was  forbidden  by  a sense  of 
duty  from  acceding  to  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Bell' said  he  supposed  it  very  natural  that  the 
proposition  should  have  been  made  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session.  It  was  due  to  the  chief 
magistrate;  it  was  due  to  the  nation,  to  its  business 
ami  character,  that  it  should  have  been  presented  at 
an  early  clay;  but  after  the  gentleman  had  waited 
nearly  a month,  he  (Mr.  B.)  felt  himself  authorized 
tosay  that  he  was  taken  by  surprise,  particularly  so 
when  he  considered  the  important  and  interesting 
discussion  which  had  been  going  on  lor  a day  or 
two,  and  which  would  have  again  come  up  in  the 
regular  order  of  business,  after  petitions  had  been 
called  for.  But  he  would  say  no  more  on  that 
point. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  address  the  house  at 
length  on  the  principles  and  doctrines  set  forth  in 
the  late  annual  messageofthe  president  of  theUnited 
States. 

Mr.  B.  continued  to  speak  till  nearthree  o’clock, 
when  the  iloor  was  obtained  by 

Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  who  began  a speech 
upon  the  state  of  public  affairs  generally,  by  going 
at  some  length  into  the  subject  of  defalcations, 
which  lie  had  not  concluded  when,  the  usual  hour 
of  adjournment  having  arrived,  he  moved  that  the 
committee  rise. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  Mr  .Mams 
reported  progress. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  subject  of  the  fortifications  at  the  Pea  Patch, 
in  the  Delaware,  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  military  affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  : 

To  the  house  of  rejiresentalives  of  the  United  States  : 

I transmit  for  your  consideration  the  enclosed  com- 
munication and  accompanying  documents  from  the 
secretary  of  war,  relative  to  the  present  state  of  the  Pea 
Patch  island,,  in  the  Delaware  river,  and  of  the  opera- 
tions going  on  there  for  the  erection  of  defences  for  that 
important  channel  of  commerce. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  documents  that  a complete 
stop  has  been  put  to  those  operations  in  consequence 
of  the  island  having  been  taken  possession  of  by  the 
individual  claimant  under  the  decision  in  his  favor  of 
the  United  States  district  court  for  the  district  of  New 
Jersey,  and  that,  unless  early  measures  are  taken  to 
bring  the  island  again  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  go- 
vernment,great  loss  and  injury  will  result  to  the  future 
operations  tor  carrying  on  the  works.  The  importance 
of  the  subject  would  seem  to  render  it  worthy  of  the 
early  attention  of  congress. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  Dec.  26,  1338. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  the 
papers  called  for  by  the  house  on  the  20th  instant, 
in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Richard  F.  Barrett. 

Mr.  Cushing  asked  leave  to  move  a resolution 
granting  the  use  of  the  hall,  on  Friday  evening,  to 
the  rev.  Mr.  Lee,  of  Illinois,  to  lecture  respecting 
the  present  state  of  the  Oregon  territory,  and  the 
condition  of  the  Indians  on  Columbia  river.  Ob- 
jection being  made  to  receiving  the  motion  now, 
Mr.  C.  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules  to  allow 
him  to  make  it;  but  the  question  being  put,  tile 
house  was  found  to  be  without  a quorum;  and 
thereupon 

The  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Dec.  27.  Mr.  Owens,  of  Georgia,  ap 
peared  yesterday,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  journal  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Buchanan,  ot  Penn,  rose  and  said  it  would 
be  in  the  recollection  of  the  house  that  the  report 
from  the  committee  on  elections  in  the  case  of  the 
contested  election  in  the  territory  of  Wisconsin  had 
been  made  the  special  order  for  to-day.  The  house 
was  thin  at  this  time,  owing  to  the  intervention  of 
the  Christinas  holidays,  and,  as  the  report  contained 
important  principles,  upon  which  it  was  desirous  to 
have  a full  expression  of  the  sense  of  the  house,  he 
would  move  to  postpone  its  further  consideration 
until  Monday  next,  and  to  make  it  the  special  or- 
der of  that  day  after  one  o’clock,  and  of  each  suc- 
ceeding day,  at  the  same  hour,  until  finally  dispo- 


srff  of.  f.rr.  linker  suggested  Thursday  i.r  Friday 

oi  next  week  as  a more  appropriate  day.  It  was 
probable  that  the  house  would  again  adjourn  over, 
and  it  was  likely  that  many  ol  the  gentlemen  now 
absent  would  not  return  until  after  New- Year.  Mr. 
Buchanan  accepted  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hamer 
as  a modification  ot  his  motion;  and  the  question  on 
the  said  motion  (to  carry  which  a vote  of  two- 
thirds  was  requisite)  was  then  taken;  and  there  ap- 
peared, ayes  79,  noes  37:  no  quorum  voting. 

A biiet  conversation  ensued  between  Messrs. 
Howard,  Buchanan,  Bronson,  and  Jones,  of  Wis- 
consin, upon  which  it  appeared  that  the  latter  gen- 
tleman (who  is  the  sitting  member)  desired  that 
the  postponement  indicated  in  the  above  modified 
motion  should  take  place,  as  some  of  the  members 
who  wished  (o  speak  were  absent,  and  as  the  print- 
ed report  of  the  committee  had  only  been  laid  on 
the  tables  of  the  members  yesterday.  And  the 
question  having  been  again  stated  and  taken,  the 
vote  stood,  ayes  89,  noes  40;  (being  two-thirds,  as 
required  by  the  rule.)  So  the  further  consideration 
ol  the  report  ol  the  committee  on  elections  was 
postponed  until  Thursday  next,  and  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  that  day,  (alter  the  hour  of  one,)  and 
lor  every  succeeding  day,  at  the  same  hour,  until 
finally  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Cushing,  leave  having  been  refused,  made  an 
ineffectual  motion  to  suspend  the  rule,  to  enable 
him  to  offer  a resolution  granting  the  ‘use  of  the 
hall,  on  Friday  evening,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lee,  of 
Illinois,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  a lecture  on 
the  present  state  ot  the  Oregon  territory,  and  the 
condition  of  the  Indians  on  Columbia  river. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Haynes,  (the  rules  having  been 
suspended  lor  the  purpose, ) the  house  again  re- 
solved itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  ol  the  Union,  (Mr.  Adams  in  the  chair,)  on 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolutions  moved  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Haynes. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  who  held  the  floor 
from  yesterday,  resinned  his  remarks,  and  addressed 
the  house  at  great  length  on  the  state  of  public 
affairs. 

Mr.  Prentiss  having  concluded  his  remarks— 

Mr.  Cushman,  ol  New  Hampshire,  obtained  the 
floor,  and  moved  for  the  rising  of  the  committee. 

It  rose  accordingly,  and  Mr.  Adams  reported  pro- 
gress. 

Mr.  Lincoln  appealed  to  (he  house  in  behalf  of 
the  workmen  on  the  new  treasury  building,  in 
whose  lavor  he  had  reported  from  the  committee  on 
the  public  buildings  a joint  resolution  referring 
their  case  for  equitable  settlement  to  (he  secretary 
of  state,  the  secretary  of  war,  and  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury;  which  resolution  he  entreated  the 
house  now  to  have  taken  up,  and  read  a third  time, 
and  passed. 

Air.  Rencher,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed  the  mo- 
tion and  the  claim,  which  he  considered  most  ex- 
traordinary in  its  character,  and  one  which  depart- 
ed altogether  from  the  principles  sanctioned  by  the 
committee  ot  claims  and  by  the  house.  Having 
spoken  for  some  time  against  its  danger  as  a prece- 
dent, Mr.  R.  moved  that  the  joint  resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Air.  Lincoln  earnestly  opposed  such  a reference 
as  wholly  unnecessary,  and  subjecting  these  poor 
workmen,  most  of  whom  had  families,  to  still  fur- 
ther vexation  and  delay.  The  commission  proposed 
in  the  resolution  were  as  good  a board  of  claims  as 
the  case  needed,  and  fitter  to  decide  upon  it  than  a 
committee  of  the  house,  because  they  better  knew 
(he  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Air.  Legare  moved  to  adjourn. 

Air.  Adams  remonstrated,  and  wished  a vote  on 
the  resolution;  but,  the  question  being  put,  the  mo- 
tion lor  adjournment  prevailed,  and  thereupon 

The  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Dec.  28.  Immediately  after  the  reading 
ot  the  journal,  Mr.  Haynes  rose  and  asked  the  house 
now  to  go  into  committee  of  (lie  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  resuming  (he  con- 
sideration oi  the  president’s  message';  but,  at  the 
request  of  Ah.  Wise,  Mr.  H.  withdrew  his  motion 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  Wise  then,  on  leave  given’,  offered  a motion 
to  print  20,000  copies  extra  of  documents  No.  Ill 
and  297  of  the  second  session  of  the  twenty-filth 
congress. 

Air.  Curtis  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Wise)  would  modify  his  motion,  so  as  to  in- 
clude 10,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  from  the 
secretary  ol  the  treasury  in  relation  to  the  defalca- 
tion of  Mr.  Swartwout.  Mr.  Wise  modified  his  mo- 
tion accordingly.  Mr.  De  Graff  suggested  20,000 
copies  of  this  latter  document,  and  Mr.  Wise  again 
modified  Iris  motion  accordingly.  A debale  follow- 
ed, iri  which  Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Wise,  Bond, 
Crary , Tillinghast,  Boon,  W.  Thompson,  Reed, 
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Loomis,  C.  H.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  and  Gar- 
land, of  Virginia,  participated. 

Mr.  Loomis  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Wise,  by  striking  out  Nos.  Ill  and  297. 

Mr.  Garland , of  Virginia,  offered  the  following 
amendment : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  report 
to  this  house,  1st.  What  defalcations  by  collectors  and 
receivers,  or  other  depositaries  of  the  public  money, 
have  taken  place  since  the  first  day  of  October,  1837, 
the  names  of  the  defaulters,  when  and  where  they  took 
place,  and  what  amount.  2d.  What  amount  has  been 
paid  or  what  balances  appearing  due  from  default- 
ers, in  the  report  of  the  17th  of  January  last,  have  been 
adjusted  and  reduced. 

Which  amendment  was  accepted  bj'  Mr.  Wise, 
who  added  thereto  the  following- 
, And  that  he  be  requested  to  report  fo  this  house  all 
the  correspondence  touching  defalcations  of  receivers 
and  collectors  of  public  money  since  the  department 
furnished  document  No.  297. 

Mr.  Wise  then  modified  his  original  proposition 
to  read  as  follows. 

Resolved,  That  20,000  copies  extra  of  document  No. 
297,  of  the  2d  session  of  the  25th  congress,  and  a like 
number  extra  of  document  No.  13,  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, the  former  relating  to  the  public  defaulters,  the 
latter  to  the  defalcation  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  this  house. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Loomis, 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  ^Messrs. 
Garland,  of  Virginia,  Menefee,  Prentiss,  of  Missis- 
sippi, Thomas,  Legare,  Wise,  Stanly,  S.  Williams, 
Wm.  C.  Johnson,  Mercer,  and  Boon, 

When  Mr.  Bond,  obtaining  the  floor,  moved  an 
adjournment;  and  the  house,  at  near  5 o’clock,  ac- 
cordingly adjourned. 

PUBLIC  REVENUE  AND  DEFAULTERS. 

We  find  the  following  abstract  of  the  bill  more 
effectually  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  collection,  keep- 
ing, transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  rev- 
enue, and  to  punish  public  defaulters,  reported  to 
the  house  of  representatives  by  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  on  the  21st  inst.,  in  the  11  Globe  ” 
of  Saturday'  night  last. 

1.  That  all  moneys  collected  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  by  collectors,  postmasters,  district  attor- 
ney, marshal,  and  clerk  of  the  district  court,  &.c., 
shall  be  deposited  with  the  treasurer  of  ttie  United 
States. 

2.  All  moneys,  whether  from  customs  or  any 
other  source,  except  postages,  including  all  paoney 
hitherto  collected  by  the  collector,  district  attorney, 
marshal,  and  clerk,  to  be  collected  by  the  treasurers 
of  the  mints  at  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans,  who 
are  also  to  take  and  collect  all  bonds  for  duties. 

3.  Cashiers  of  the  customs  to  be  nominated  by  the 
president  and  confirmed  by  the  senate,  in  lieu  of  the 
collectors’  clerks  hitherto  acting  as  cashiers,  who 
are  to  take  and  collect  all  Ponds,  and  to  collect  all 
other  moneys  hitherto  collected  by  collectors,  dis- 
trict attorney,  marshal,  clerk,  &c.,  except  postages. 
Public  receiver  to  be  substituted  for  land  receiver  at 
St.  Louis,  to  collect  all  moneys  in  that  district  in 
like  manner. 

4.  Collectors  and  receivers  in  all  the  other  dis- 
tricts to  collect  the  money  for  duties,  custom-house 
charges,  or  lands,  and  to  collect  any  other  money,  See 

5.  Collectors  at  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Charleston,  and  New  Orleans,  to  be  denominated 
supervisors  of  the  customs,  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  collectors,  but  to  receive  no  money. 

6.  Supervisors  of  the  customs,  district  attorneys, 
marshal,  and  clerks,  within  the  districts  of  Boston, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Charleston,  New  Orleans, 
or  St.  Louis,  prohibited  from  receiving  any  money. 

7.  No  public  money  to  be  retained  as  heretofore 
by  any  officer  for  any  purpose  whatever.  Every 
payment  and  expenditure  of  every  description  to 
be  hereafter  paid  through  warrants  from  the  treasury 
and  regular  appropriations. 

8.  Public  money  to  be  credited  at  once  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States  whenever  received, 
and  not  as  heretofore  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of 
the  collectors  and  receivers,  and  each  depositary  to 
make  returns  to  the  secretary,  first  comptroller,  and 
treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  to  furnish  weekly, 
monthly,  and  quarterly  returns,  the  latter  within  one 
month  after  the  end  of  each  quarter. 

9.  Warrants  to  disbursing  officers  not  to  be  issued 
till  necessary  to  meet  expenditures.  Disbursing 
officers  to  deposite. t”heir  money  in  some  depository, 
to  be  designated  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Such  depositary  to  make  to  him,  and  to  the  head  ol 
the  department  under  whose  direction  the  expendi- 
ture is  made,  monthly  statements  of  the  accounts  of 
the  disbursing  officer. 

10.  All  supervisors  ot  the  customs,  all  collectors 
or  surveyors,  naval  officers,  registers  of  the  land  offi- 
ces, district  attorneys,  marshals  and  clerks  of  the 


United  States  courts,  to  furnish  the  secretary  and 
first  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  and  the  treasurer, 
with  weekly,  monthly,  and  quarterly  returns  of  all 
moneys  received  by  them,  or  which  ought  to  be  re- 
ceived by  the  receivers  of  any  denomination  in  their 
districts,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  of  all  bonds,  whe- 
ther complete  or  not,  and  monthly  statements  of  the 
bonds  in  suit. 

11.  Cashiers  of  the  customs,  public  receivers  and 
treasurers  of  the  mints,  required  to  furnish  weekly, 
monthly,  and  quarterly  statements  of  all  moneys  re- 
ceived, of  all  bonds,  and  of  bonds  in  suit.  Quarterly 
statements  within  one  month  after  the  end  of  the 
quarter. 

12  If  the  accounts  of  any  officer  are  not  furnished 
within  one  month  after  the  end  of  the  quarter,  he 
shall  be  dismissed,  unless  satisfactory  reasons  for 
delay  are  given  to  the  president. 

’ 13.  The  same  penalty  on  the  accounting  officers, 
if  the  accounts  are  not  audited  and  settled  within 
one  month  after  they  are  received. 

14.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  furnish  both 
houses,  on  the  first  Monday  in  January  at  every 
session,  with  a statement  of  the  amount  to  the  end 
of  the  third  quarter  of  the  preceding  year,  of  every 
receiving  and  disbursing  officer,  to  be  countersigned 
by  the  first  comptroller  arid  the  treasurer.  If  the 
accounts  are  not  furnished  or  not  audited,  reasons  to 
be  stated  to  congress. 

15.  Supervisors,  naval  officers,  and  surveyors  of 
the  customs,  to  be  a check  on  the  cashiers  of  the 
customs;  registers  over  land  receivers  and  public  re- 
ceivers; naval  officers  and  surveyor  over  collectors; 
directors  over  treasurers  of  the  mints;  at  the  close  of 
each  quarter  to  examine  their  books,  accounts,  and 
money  on  hand,  and  to  make  a full,  accurate,  and 
faithful  return  to  the  treasury  of  their  condition. 

16.  Secretary  of  the  treasury  to  cause  similar  ex- 
aminations to  be  made  at  any  time  by  the  marshal, 
or  district  attorney  of  the  district. 

17.  House  of  representatives  at  every  session  to 
appoint  a committee  to  make  similar  examinations 
of  any  one,  or  of  all,  the  depositaries,  and  to  report 
to  both  houses;  and  in  case  of  defalcation  or  fraud, 
to  inform  the  president  of  the  fact. 

18.  Officers  having  charge  of  the  public  money, 
discharge  every  financial  duty  required  of  them  by 
law,  or  by  direction  of  the  heads  of  departments,  in 
pursuance  of  law. 

19  and  20.  All  public  officers,  whether  receiving 
the  public  money,  or  directed  to  make  returns  of  the 
revenue,  to  give  ample  bonds  tor  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  their  duties. 

21.  Receivers  of  the  public  money  within  the  dis- 
trict to  pay  it  over,  weekly  or  oftener,  as  the  secretary 
may  direct,  to  the  treasurer. 

22.  Secretary  to  withdraw  balances  from  the  pre- 
sent»depositaries,  and  where  banks  have  been  in  anj- 
way  employed,  in  a manner  convenient  to  them. 

23.  Authority  to  the  secretary  to  transfer  the  pub- 
lic money  as  the  safety  of  the  public  money  and  con- 
venience of  the  public  service  may  requiie,  and  to 
draw  on  any  one  of  them  as  may  be  most  proper  for 
the  public  interest  and  convenient  to  the  public  cre- 
ditor. 

24  and  25.  Authorize  special  deposites,  except 
where  special  depositaries  are  established  by  this  act 
— in  banks,  in  specie,  when  the  money  in  the  hands 
of  any  officer  exceeds  the  amount  of  his  bond,  or 
when  it  may  be  considered  unsafe.  Prescribe  the  con- 
dition and  terms  i f special  deposite.  Bank  to  make 
no  use  of  any  kind  of  the  money.  To  be  under  the 
joint  control  of  the  bank  and  some  officer  of  govern- 
ment, and  not  to  be  drawn  upon  by  warrant,  as  in 
other  cases,  nor  without  the  express  order  of  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury.  Commission  to  be  allowed - 
for  safe-keeping. 

26.  In  case  no  bank  to  receive  special  deposites, 
money  to  be  transferred  to  one  of  the  special  deposi- 
taries. 

27.  Secretary  to  make  regulations  requiring  the 
prompt  presentation  of  all  warrants. 

28.  All  officers,  with  clerks,  &c.  to  keep  accurate 
accounts;  and  if  any  one  shall  make  a fraudulent  re- 
turn of  the  revenue,  or  shall  use  the  public  money, 
in  any  manner  w hatever,  for  private  purposes,  when 
convicted  of  either,  to  be  declared  a felon — to  be  im- 
prisoned for  not  less  than  two,  nor  more  than  five 
years,  and  to  be  fined  the  amount  of  any  such  fraudu- 
lent return,  or  of  the  money  embezzled. 

29.  Any  receiving  or  disbursing  officer  depositing 
the  public  money  with  banks,  or  keeping  in  his  pos- 
session bank  notes,  and  thus  enabling  any  bank  or 
banks  to  become  indebted  directly  or  indirectly  to 
the  United  States,  and  to  discount  on  any  such  bal- 
ance whether  any  bank  or  banks  shall  discount  on 
the  same  or  not,  shall  be  dismissed  the  public  service, 
and  forfeit  all  compensation  due  him. 

30.  Salaries:  cashiers  at  New'  York,  $4000;  at 
Boston,  $3000;  at  Charleston,  $3000;  public  receiver 
at  St.  Louis,  $2500.  To  take  any  compensation 


from  persons  having  business  with  these  officers,  a 
misdemeanor,  and,to  be  punished  by  fine  or  impri- 
sonment, or  both. 

31.  Secretary  authorised  to  procure  temporary 
places  of  deposite  until  the  public  buildings  are  fin- 
ished in  Washington,  New'  York,  and  Boston. 

32.  Where  the  officers  are  not  already  provided 
with  safes  or  vaults,  or  both,  authority  to  procure 
them.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  appropriated  to 
pay  these,  and  any  other  expenses  arising  under  the 
act. 

33.  Two  clerks  in  the  treasurer’s  office;  two  in  the 
cashier’s  office  at  New  York;  one  at  each  of  the  other 
four  special  depositaries;  each  ,to  receive  $2000  per 
annum,  and  to  give  sufficient  bonds,  and  to  be  liable 
to  all  the  penalties  imposed  by  this  act. 

34.  All  officers  to  make  oath  or  affirmation  to  dis- 
charge their  duties  faithfully,  & c. 

35.  All  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent  with  this 
act,  repealed. 

REPORT  of  the  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

The  post  routes  of  the  United  States  in  operation 
on  the  first  day  of  July  last  were,  as  nearly  as  can 
be  ascertained,  134,818  miles  in  extent.  The  rate 
of  annual  transportation  on  that  day  was  about 
34,580,202  miles,  and  its  cost  $3,131,308. 

This  is  exclusive  of  transportation  by  steamboats 
and  other  vessels,  under  the  5th  and  6th  sections  of 
the  act  of  1825,  which  costs  about  $16,000  more. 

The  lettings  of  the  present  year  have  been  at  a 
considerable  advance  on  former  prices,  except  those 
of  the  express  mails,  which  have  been  at  a saving 
of 29  percent. 

To  avoid  danger  of  embarrassment  from  the  re- 
cent check  on  the  revenue  of  the  department,  re- 
trenchments and  suspensions  of  service  have  been 
made  to  the  amount  of  $359,641  per  annum.  Great 
care  has  been  taken  to  make  them  in  service  which 
was  of  the  least  value  to  the  community. 

The  report  of  the  first  assistant  postmaster  gene- 
ral, herewith  transmitted,  furnishes  interesting  de- 
tails as  to  the  mail  service. 

On  the  first  of  July  last  the  number  of  post  office  s 
was  12,519,  being  an  increase  of  752  during  the 
preceding  year.  The  number  established  was  1,104, 
and  the  number  discontinued  352.  During  the  same 
year  the  appointments  of  postmasters  were  2,068. 

The  number  of  post  offices  on  this  day  is  12,553. 

The  number  of  contractors  in  seivice  during  the 
last  year  was  about  1,947.  Of  this  number  592 
have  been  fined,  or  had  deductions  made  from  their 
pay,  on  account  of  delinquencies  and  omissions. 
The  aggregate  amount  of  fines  and  deductions,  ex- 
cluding remissions,  was  $67,128  54. 

The  revenue  of  the  department  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1837,  was  $4,100,605  43 

The  accruing  expenditures  were 

about  3,303,428  03 


Excess  of  revenue,  $797,177  40 

The  revenue  of  the  department  for  the  year  ending 
30th  June,  last  is  estimated  fo  have  ° , 

been  $4,262,145 

The  engagements  and  liabilities  of  Ihe 

department  for  the  same  year  were  4,680,068 


Excess  of  engagements  and  liabilities  $417,923 
The  surplus  on  hand  has  prevented  embarrass- 
ment from  this  excess  of  liabilities. 

Compared  with  the  preceding  year,  the  revenue 
has  increased  about  four  per  cent.  This  is  an  un- 
expected and  most  gratifying  result. 

The  cash  on  hand  on  the  1st  inst.  was  as  follows, 
viz: 

In  banks,  available,  or  expected  to 
be  so  after  the  1st  January  next  - $84,220  01 

In  draft  offices  and  due  from  the 

Canada  post  office  - - 229,848  74 


Total  $314,068  75 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  surplus  funds  of  the  de- 
partment, which  at  one  time  exceeded  $800,000 
have  been  greatly  diminished. 

The  determination  of  congress  not  to  reduce  let- 
ter postages,  as  suggested  in  my  annual  report  of 
1836,  was  considered  in  the  light  of  an  instruction 
to  apply  the  cash  on  hand,  and  the  increasing  cur- 
rent revenue,  to  improvements  in  the  mail  service. 
It  was  estimated  that  the-  700  new  routes  establish- 
ed in  1836,  and  the  improvements  of  service  on 
many  old  ones,  in  conjunction  with  the  usual  an- 
nual increase  of  business  in  the  country,  would  add 
at  least  fifteen  per  cent,  to  the  revenue  lor  the  last 
year,  which  would  be  maintained  with  a still  fur- 
ther increase  during  the  present  year.  The  exten- 
sion of  mail  service  was  accordingly  carried  far 
enough  to  consume  this  anticipated  increase,  and 
also,  in  the  progress  of  a few  years,  reduce  the 
surplus  on  hand  to  the  low'est  amount  consistent 
with  the  convenience  of  the  department.  The  gen- 
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eral  financial  disasters  of  last  year  have  not  re- 
duced the  revenue,  as  might  have  been  expected, 
but  have  prevented  most  of  the  anticipated  increase, 
and  thrown  the  department  upon  its  surplus  to  sus- 
tain a large  portion  of  its  extensions.  The  indica- 
tions now  are,  that  there  will  be  a slight  improve- 
ment in  the  revenue  of  the  current  financial  year 
over  the  preceding,  but  not  enough  to  produce  any 
material  effect.  An  advance  somewhat  greater  may 
be  reasonably  expected  next  year,  but  not  great 
enough  to  meet  the  increasing  cost  of  mail  service, 
and  put  into  operation  the  new  routes  established 
at  the  last  session  of  congress.  It  will  hence  be 
seen,  that,  for  more  than  a year  to  come,  the  cur- 
tailment, rather  than  the  extension  of  service,  on 
routes  now  in  operation,  is  to  be  expected. 

In  general,  the  accounts  of  postmasters  are  ren- 
dered, and  the  duties  of  contractors  performed  with 
the  utmost  fidelity  and  precision.  Indeed,  the 
world  may  be  challenged  for  any  similar  establish- 
ment embracing  so  much  intelligence,  activity  and 
energy,  and  yielding  to  millions  of  mankind  so 
much  unqualified  good.  The  chief  obstructions 
which  it  has  recently  encountered  in  its  career  of 
usefulness,  have  arisen  from  the  deficiencies  and 
unreasonable  demands  of  corporate  bodies,  which  it 
had  employed,  or  deemed  it  useful  to  employ,  in 
the  public  service. 

In  managing  its  funds  through  the  public  agents, 
who  are  under  bonds  for  their  security  and  remova- 
ble at  will,  and  in  dealing  with  the  individual  free- 
men of  the  states  and  of  the  United  States  in  com- 
petition with  each  other,  it  finds  all  its  operations 
easy,  safe,  and  prosperous. 

At  their  last  session,  congress  enacted  “that  each 
and  every' railroad  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  which  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be  made  and 
completed,  shall  be  a post  route,  and  the  postmaster 
general  shall  cause  the  mail  to  be  transported  there- 
on, provided  he  can  have  it  done  on  reasonable 
term3,  and  not  paying  more  than  twenty-five  per 
centum  over  and  above  what  similar  transportation 
would  cost  in  post  coaches.” 

To  avoid  further  trouble  with  the  railroad  compa- 
nies on  the  main  lines,  it  was  determined  to  pay 
them,  upon  renewal  of  existing  contracts,  the  highest 
price  which  this  law  would  admit.  But  there  was 
difficulty  in  fixing  on  that  juice.  In  the  first  place, 
it  was  to  be  ascertained  what  congress  meant  by  the 
phrase  .“ similar  transportation ,”  and,  in  the  next 
place,  what  that  transportation  would  cost  in  post 
coaches.  It  was  obvious  that  they  could  not  mean 
a transportation  equal  in  speed;  tor  that  would  be 
impossible.  They  could  not  mean  the  same  trans- 
portation of  the  same  mail  upon  the  same  route;  for 
in  that  case  the  word  same  would  have  been  used 
instead  of  the  wo/d  “similar.”  It  seemed  probable 
that  they  had  reference  to  the  ordinary  post  coach 
transportation  in  the  same  section  of  country,  and 
to  the  points  of  similarity  between  that  and  railroad 
transportation,  intending  the  additional  25  per  cent, 
as  compensation  for  the  increased  speed.  This 
construction  would  have  given  the  railroad  compa- 
nies as  liberal  a compensation  as  they  had  a right  to 
expect,  inasmuch  as  it  would  have  materially  in- 
creased the  cost  of  mail  transportation,  while,  in 
respect  to  passengers,  produce  and  merchandize,  the 
cost  is  every  where  cheapened  by  tham. 

But  upon  a careful  consideration  of  the  words  of 
the  law  in  connection  with  the  mail  service  existing 
at  the  time  of  its  passage,  I felt  myself  constrained 
to  adopt  a construction  more  favorable  to  the  rail- 
road companies.  That  the  word  “similar”  should 
be  construed  as  having  no  reference  to  speed,  was  a 
position  which,  according  to  legal  as  well  as  just 
rules  of  construction,  could  not  be  maintained. 
From  New  York  to  Baltimore,  the  great  southern 
and  western  mails  are  united  in  one.  At  the  latter 
point  they  separate,  one  portion,  believed  to  be  the 
larger,  going  west,  and  the  other  south.  It  could 
not  be  doubted  (hat  the  transportation  of  (he  western 
mail  was,  in  its  bulk,  its  weight,  its  importance,  and 
also  its  speed,  more  “similar”  to  that  on  the  main 
southern  line,  than  any  other  appertaining  to  the  de- 
partment. The  department,  therefore,  felt  constrain- 
ed to  take  the  cost  of  that  transportation  as  its  guide 
in  fixing  on  the  basis  for  the  allowance  to  railroad 
companies  on  the  main  southern  line,  provided  for 
by  law.  The  average  cost  on  this  line,  from  Balti- 
more to  Cincinnati,  was  found  to  be  $ 190  per  mile. 
To  this  sum,  25  per  cent,  was  added,  and  the  aggre- 
gate, $335  50,  was  offered  to  the  railroad  compa- 
nies between  Fredericksburg,  Ya.  and  the  Roanoke 
river  as  the  highest  compensation  which  could  be 
allowed  them  by  law.  The  same  rule  was  intended 
to  be  applied  to  all  railroads  under  like  circumstan- 
ces. It  was  not  doubted  that  this  provision  would 
be  readily  accepted  as  more  ample  than  the  rail  road 
companies  had  a right  to  expect,  and  that  this 
troublesome  matter  would  have  been  forever  adjust- 
ed, so  far  as  regards  those  roads.  But  the  proposal  J 


of  the  department  has  not  been  acceded  to,  and  not 
only  is  a higher  comjrensation  demanded,  but  con- 
dilions  are  insisted  on  as  extraordinary  as  the  con- 
cession of  them  would  be  impolitic  and  illegal.  The 
department  is  therefore,  engaged  in  making  provision 
for  the  transportation  of  the  great  southern  mail  by 
other  means  after  the  1st  of  January  next,  not  being 
at  liberty  under  law,  even  if  it  were  otherwise  dis- 
posed, to  accede  to  the  terms  demanded  by  the  rail- 
road companies.  This  cannot  be  done  on  the  same 
line  without  public  inconvenience  in  the  loss  of  time, 
and  although  a rival  line  may  be  raised  up  in  the 
course  of  a few  months  fully  equal  in  speed,  yet  it 
will  not  be  so  convenient  lo  the  department,  or  in 
all  respects  so  useful  to  the  public  as  the  one  in 
question.  But  having  offered  all  that  the  law  ad- 
mitted, and  more  than  justice  and  good  policy 
would  have  sanctioned  had  no  law  been  passed,  the 
department  does  not  feel  itself  any  way  responsible 
for  public  inconvenience  which  may  ensue. 

These  details  have  been  given  that  congress  may 
correct  the  construction  given  to  the  law  of  last 
session,  if  too  liberal  or  too- strict,  or  resort  to  such 
further  enactments  as  the  public  interest  may  seem 
to  require.  The  principle  that  congress  may  con- 
stitutionally make  roads  for  the  transportation  Of 
the  mails,  once  entertained  by  some,  seems  to  be 
generally  abandoned;  but  that  they  may  use  for  that 
purpose  all  roads  constructed  under  the  authority  of 
the  states,  has  hitherto  been  universally  conceded. 
The  charters  of  railroads  are  granted  for  the  public 
convenience,  and  in  their  construction  they  are  con- 
sidered so  far  public  that  private  property  is  taken 
at  a valuation  for  their  use  without  the  consent  of 
the  owner.  Whether  these  roads  are  to  form  an 
exception  as  to  the  right  of  use  vested  in  the  United 
States  by  the  constitution,  is  a question  which  it 
may  soon  become  necessary  to  consider. 

The  valuable  books  and  papers  of  this  depart- 
ment are  in  constant  peril  from  the  combustible  na- 
ture of  the  building  now'  occupied.  It  has  a shin- 
gle roof  and  much  wood-work  within,  ami  in  the 
department  and  the  auditor’s  office,  there  are 
daily  about  seventy  fires.  It  is  perhaps  in  great- 
er danger  from  the  proximity  of  stables  and 
other  wooden  buildings  which  could  hardly  burn, 
in  some  directions  of  the  wftul,  without  involving 
the  whole  structure  occupied  by  the  department  in 
their  destruction.  The  consciousness  of  this  con- 
stant peril,  is  one  of  the  most  painful  incidents  to 
the  administration  of  the  department,  and  I can  only 
relieve  myself  from  a weight  of  responsibility  by 
requesting  you  to  bring  this  subject  to  the  serious 
attention  of  congress. 


IMPORTANT  FROM  MEXICO. 

ATTACK  ON  TAMPICO. 

A slip  from  the  office  of  the  New  Orleans  Bulle- 
tin contains  a letter  from  an  American  citizen  resi- 
dent at  Tampico,  giving  an  account  of  an  attack 
on  that  city  on  the  30th  ult.  from  which  we  take  the 
following  extracts. 

“Our  city  has  had  one  of  those  hair-breadth  es- 
capes from  carnage,  pillage  and  death,  surpassing 
any  instance  known  in  the  annals  of  the  history  of 
this  country— by  an  attack  on  the  30th  ult.,  at  5 
o’clock  A.  M.,  on  one  of  the  forts.  This  attack 
was  made  by  the  infantry  of  the  government  gen- 
erals Canalizo  and  Cos,  by  their  usual  mode  of  in- 
trigue, the  advance  guard  entering  the  fort  and  hal- 
looing the  usual  cry  of  “viva  la  Federacion,  viva 
la  general  Urrea.”  They  w'ere  received  by  general 
Urrea’s  and  Montinegro’s  party  as  friends,  but 
scarcely  had  their  lips  given  utterance  to  those  un- 
wished for  sentiments,  on  the  part  of  those  who 
gave  the  griso,  when  the  balance  of  those  infuriated 
soldiers  appeared,  led  on  by  the  cry  of  Cos,  that 
the  retail  stores  should  be  the  fruits  of  their  jabor, 
as  they  should  have  an  indiscriminate  plunder  of 
the  same.  This  cry  was  reiterated  from  all  the 
lines  to  inspire  the  troops  to  make  successful 
charges,  which  they  certainly  did,  and  obtained  the 
summit  of  their  wishes,  so  far  as  to  gain  the  prin- 
cipal fort,  which  commanded  the  town,  and  held  it 
for  two  hours: — the  federal  party  knowing,  if  those 
of  the  opposite  took  the  town,  that  they  had  no 
hope  of  life.  Stimulated  thus,  they  charged  on 
them  again  and  drove  them  from  the  fort  with  im- 
mense slaughter,  taking  general  Piedras  and  eigh- 
teen officers,  and  in  all  about  lour  hundred  prison- 
ers, including  killed  and  wounded.  The  loss  ot  the 
federal  party  did  not  exceed  fifty,  including  the  la- 
mentable loss  of  colonel  Montinegro,  who  fell  in  the 
early  part  of  the  battle. 

“So  inveterate  were  those  generals  Canalizo, 
Piedras,  and  Cos,  as  to  point  out  several  of  the  most 
respectable  American  and  other  foreign  residents  to 
their  men,  as  victims  of  their  wrath  and  vengeance: 
and  it  is  beyond  a doubt,  that  but  few  foreigners 
would  have  been  left  to  have  told  the  tale  had  they 
entered.  It  is  impossible  for  imagination  to  picture 


our  situation  as  foreigners,  where  the  government 
party  of  this  country  are  nothing  more  or  Ies3  than 
a licensed  band  ol  robbers.  Canalizo’s  party,  he 
being  the  senior  officer,  had  the  promise  of  the 
plunder  of  all  the  wholesale  stores,  if  they  would 
jdace  him  and  his  companions  in  possession  of  the 
city.  But  the  overruling  hand,  that  uoes  not  al- 
ways award  the  battle  to  the  strong,  snatched  us 
from  the  impending  danger.” 

The  editor  of  the  Bulletin  adds — 

“The  writer  complains  that  no  American  vessel 
was  at  Tampico  for  the  protection  of  American 
citizens,  all  of  whom  would  have  fallen  a sacrifice 
to  an  infuriated  soldiery,  had  the  assault  jiroved 
successful.  He  seems  disposed  to  attach  blame  to 
the  American  naval  commanders  on  the  coast,  and 
jrasses  some  severe  censures  on  their  conduct. 
Their  reputation  for  promptness  and  vigilance  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duty,  stands  so  high,  that  we 
feel  reluctant  to  give  publicity  to  the  impeachment, 
and  are  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  our  correspon- 
dent is  mistaken,  when  he  charges  our  .naval  offi- 
cers with  culpable  delinquency.  We  trust  that  °-o- 
vernment  will  despatch  to  thatquarter,  a force  suffi- 
cient to  guard  our  citizens  from  plunder  and  mas- 
sacre.” 

Alter  the  battle,  the  government  army  retreated 
about  20  miles  from  the  town,  and  then  halted  to 
await  reinforcements.  The  next  day  all  the  vessels 
which  the  government  party  had  detained  at  the  bar 
came  to  town,  and  when  the  Sarah  Ann  left,  there 
were  seven  vessels  in  the  harbor,  among  which 
were  three  American  schooners  from  New  Orleans, 
one  from  Havana,  an  American  brig  loaded  with 
machinery  lor  the  mines,  and  bound  to  Yera  Cruz, 
and  two  German  brigs  from  Hamburg  and  Bremen. 
An  express  arrived  at  Tampico  from  Mexico  a day 
or  two  before  the  departure  of  the  schooner  Sarah 
Ann,  bearing  the  news  that  the  government  had 
positively  retused  to  acknowledge  any  of  the  arti- 
cles ot  capitulation  entered  into  between  tbe  French 
and  Mexicans  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  that  no  treaty 
whatever  would  be  ratified.  It  is  therefore  highly 
probable  that  ere  this,  war  has  been  formally  declar- 
ed between  France  and  Mexico. 

We  find  in  the  New  Orleans  Bee  slip  the  follow- 
ing address  from  President  Bustamente  to  the 
Mexican  army: 

The  president  of  the  republic  of  Mexico  to  the  army. 

Companions  in  arms.  Our  country  is  in  danger, 
and  calls  us  to  its  defence.  The  government  of  a 
powerful  and  distant  nation,  which  perhaps  only 
knows  us  from  the  gold  of  our  mines,  and  the  trea- 
sures which  many  of  its  subjects  have  acquired 
among  us,  now  insults  us  in  every  possible  manner, 
and  thinks  it  will  civilize  us  though  commencing  by 
our  degredation.  It  seeks  our  friendship,  to  impose 
upon  us  disgraceful  conditions  by  which  alone  we 
may  be  admitted  to  its  amity',  and  because  we  have 
resisted  nobly  and  justly,  it  has  waged  war  upon 
our  coasts.  Our  moderation  and  magnanimity,  our 
desire  to  preserve  peace,  have  been  construed  doubt- 
less into  imbecility  and  incapacity  for  sell-defence. 
In  short,  we  have  been  mistaken  for  Algerines;  let 
us  prove  to  them  that  we  are  Mexicans. 

Valiant  troops!  Remember  that  you  are  the  same 
who,  without  foreign  aid,  without  military  tactics, 
even  without  chiefs,  astonished  the  world  by  your 
heroic  deeds,  by  your  constancy  in  the  combat,  by 
your  fortitude  in  enduring  toil  and  fatigue;  remem- 
ber the  resolution  wdth  which  you  have  plucked 
from  the  hands  ot  your  rulers  the  laurels  of  triumph; 
and  brilliant  trophies  of  conquest. 

Soldiers!  The  French  have  thrown  down  the 
gauntlet  in  Vera  Cruz — it  has  been  raised  by  some 
of  our  comrades,  and  the  strife  has  now  begun. 
Let  us  hasten  to  maintain  it,  and  let  us  sw'ear  on  the 
altars  of  our  injured  country,  taking  Heaven  and 
our  posterity  as  our  witnesses,  never  to  lay  down 
our  arms  until  our  rights  are  respected. 

Comrades!  In  this  sacred  struggle  we  will  con- 
stitute the  vanguard;  our  corps  de  reserve  will  be 
the  nation  en  mass  which  admires  our  deeds,  and 
will  crown  our  victory'  or  revenge  our  glorious 
death.  If  the  Mexicans  in  general,  who  cannot 
be  indifferent  to  this  title  or  to  the  national  glory 
and  honor,  will  follow  our  footsteps;  and  if  the 
struggle  to  which  we  have  been  so  unjustly  pro- 
voked  should  prove  adverse  to  our  cause,  tire  vast 
territory  of  this  republic  will  be  converted  into  a 
single  sepulchre;  the  conquerors  and  the  conquer- 
ed will  be  equally  overwhelmed  in  it,  and  an  ad- 
miring world  will  say  “the  Mexicans  no  longer 
exist — with  them  has  disappeared  their  name,  but 
it  has  vanished  without  spot  or  blemish!  Glory  to 
so  magnanimous  example!  Shame  to  their  unjust 
and  haughty  aggressors.” 

Friends!  Let  us  fly  to  merit  such  enviable  dis- 
tinctions— let  us  struggle  unceasingly.  Justice  and 
the  good  wishes  of  all  who  know  and  appreciate 
valor  and  the  independence  of  nations  are  in  our 
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favor  Your  cause  is  not  alone  that  of  Mexico,  it 
is  that  of  the  whole  continent,  of  every  republican 
people,  of  all  for  whom  divine  liberty  is  something 
more  than  a name.  All  look  to  you  with  anxiety- 
all  are  eager  to  learn  whether  they  shall  term  you 
their  deliverers  or  shall  load  you  with  execrations. 
Who  will  doubt  your  choice? 

There  yet  exists  among  you  illustrious  examples 
of  those  who  led  you  to  the  combat,  during  the 
glorious  periods  when  you  achieved  your  indepen- 
dence. A thousand  others  will  rush  to  the  fray, 
and  all  will  emulate  your  indomitable  valor. 

Mexican*,  one  and  all.  Your  general  the  presi- 
dent, swears  to  you  by  his  honor,  that  lie  will  not 
be  the  last,  and  that  linked  with  you;  he  will  either 
share  the  triumph  or  seek  a glorious  death. 

ANASTASIO  BUSTAMENTE. 

Mexico,  December  1,  1838. 


From  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin. 

The  report  of  the  refusal  by  the  government  of 
Mexico  to  rajify  the  articles  of  capitulation  signed 
by' general  Rincon  and  admiral  Baudin,  before  Vera 
Cruz,  has  excited  a general  astonishment  and  regret. 
Many  indeed  doubt  the  truth  of  the  rumor,  for  the 
reason  that  it  ascribes  to  ihe  Mexican  government 
a course  ot  conduct  entirely  at  war  with  the  interests 
of  the  country,  and  which  could  only  be  suggested  in 
a moment  of  blind  obstinacy  and  infatuation.  Mex- 
ico is  no  match  for  France  in  war,  and  must  fall  a 
sacrifice  to  the  overwhelming  superiority  of  her  en- 
emy, after  a brief  struggle.  To  provoke  a war  with 
so  powerful  a foe,  would  be  an  act  of  insanity  in  the 
rulers  of  Mexico;  and  unless  some  foreign  nation  in- 
terposes, the  entire  subjugation  of  that  state  would 
be  the  result;  and  perseverance  in  a policy  so  rash, 
and  fraught  with  results  that  threaten  the  very  ex- 
istence of  the  government,  can  scarcely  be  antici- 
pated— though  all  calculations  may  fail  that  are  pre- 
dicated on  the  movements  of  a people  like  the  Mex- 
icans. Their  imbecility  is  only  surpassed  by  their 
pride  and  ignorance.  The  great  mass  labor  under 
the  delusion  that  the  Mexicans  are  the  most  power- 
ful and  opulent  nation  on  the  earth;  and  it  was  not 
until  the  defeat  of  Santa  Anna,  at  San  Jacinto,  that 
their  invincibility  began  to  be  doubted.  The  Texans 
have  done  much  to  remove  this  popular  error,  but  it 
still  lingers  among  the  low'er  classes,  and  will  exer- 
cise, no  doubt,  an  influence  upon  the  measures,  of 
the  government.  An  homage  to  this  vulgar  infatu- 
ation, in  all  probability,  has  led  to  the  refusal  to  rat- 
ify the  capitulation  of  general  Rincon.  The  govern- 
ment w'ere  apprehensive  of  a popular  tumult,  should 
they  ratify  stipulations  that  were  esteemed  humiliat- 
ing to  the  national  dignity  of  Mexico.  Hence,  to 
sustain  themselves  in  public  estimation,  the  admin- 
istration party  may  have  been  forced  to  adopt  a line 
of  policy  which  their  own  judgment  condemned  as 
ruinous  to  the  country.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however, 
that  there  is  no  serious  intention  to  persevere  in  this 
stubborn  resistance  against  the  French  claims.  The 
refusal  is  probably  thrown  out  as  a mere  bravado,  to 
amuse  a populace  very  jealous  of  the  national  honor, 
and  will  be  revoked  so  soon  as  the  excitement  is 
quieted,  and  the  public  mind  pacified.  Probably  the 
next  news  will  be  the  payment  of  the  indemnity 
claimed,  and  the  adjustment  of  all  existing  difficulties 
between  France  and  Mexico. 


From  the  N.  O.  Commercial  Bulletin. 

The  capture  of  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa, 
lias  created  quite  a sensation  here — not  because  it 
was  an  unexpected  event — but  the  way  it  was  done 
has  excited  the  surprise  of  all.  This  fortress  was 
reputed  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  in  America.  The 
only  mode  by  which  the  Mexicans  got  possession, 
was  by  starving  out  the  Spanish  garrison.  There 
were  good  grounds  therefore  to  anticipate  a stout  re- 
sistance. Several  days  at  least,  it  was  thought, 
would  be  spent  ere  the  formidable  batteries  were 
demolished.  But  when  the  news  came  that  the 
work  was  done  in  three  hours,  every  one  was  aston- 
ished, and  the  impression  generally  was  made,  that 
the  French  were  indebted  for  their  success  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  weakness  of  their  adversaries. 
This  may.  in  part  be  true,  but  the  testimony  of  eye- 
witnesses proves  that  the  French  showed  themselves 
to  be  admirable  engineers.  The  destruction  effect- 
ed by  their  gunnery  in  a few  hours,  upon  a fort 
deemed  hitherto  impregnable,  is  sufficient  evidence 
of  that  fact.  The  Mexicans,  too,  stood  their  g bund 
till  their  batteries  were  blown  up,  their  guns  dis- 
mounted, and  the  walls  of  the  lort  were  laid  in  ruins. 
We  hear  no  account  of  an  offer  to  capitulate,  while 
there  was  any  hope  in  .resistance.  It  cannot  be  said, 
then,  that  the  conquest  was  easy  for  want  of  a reso- 
lule  defence.  The  Mexicans  fought  well,  under 
the  shelter  of  their  entrenchments,  until  they  were 
buried  under  the  rubbish  of  demolished  batteries  and 
crumbling  walls.  The  fact  is  that  the  French  excel 
in  gunnery,  and  to  (heir  consummate  skill  and  sci- 


ence is  to  be  ascribed  the  conquest  of  San  Juan  de 
Uilao. 


U.  S.  DISTRICT  COURT  OF  LOUISIANA. 

We  learn  from  our  New  Orleans  slips  that  the 
judge  of  the  United  States  district  court  of  Louisia- 
na, the  honorable  P.  K.  Lawrence,  has  taken  the 
extraordinary  step  of  sending  to  prison  in  that  city, 
J.  IV.  Collins,  esq.  the  deputy  of  the  clerk  of  that 
court,  for  refusing  to  surrender  its  records  which 
were  in  his  keeping.  Mr.  Collins  is  the  deputy  of 
Mr.  Henen,  whose  removal  from  office,  it  will  be  re- 
collected, was  attempted  last  summer,  by  judge 
Lawrence.  On  the  unexpected  opening  of  the  court, 
recently,  Collins  appeared  as  the  representative  of 
Henen — who  is  absent  from  New  Orleans — to  per- 
form his  duties,  but  was  prevented  by  the  judge. 
The  records  of  the  court  in  C.’s  possession,  were 
then  directed  to  be  seized,  but  he  not  being  willing 
to  give  them  up,  was  committed  to  prison  by  order 
of  the  judge.  A writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  issued 
by  one  of  tile  state  courts  of  Louisiana,  to  bring  the 
deputy  before  it,  and,  on  an  examination  into  the 
authority  and  the  writ? by  which  he  was  committed, 
his  imprisonment  was  decided  to  be  illegal,  and  he 
was  set  at  liberty.  Defeated  in  this,  judge  Law- 
rence issued  his  order  to  another  deputy  of  the 
former  clerk,  and  on  his  refusal  to  comply,  sent 
him  to  jail  also,  for  a contempt.  But  he  also,  was 
discharged  by  judge  Maurian,  of  the  Parish  court, 
on  the  ground  that  his  imprisonment  was  illegal. 
The  True  American  says — “The  case  was  brought 
before  judge  Maurian  on  a writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
that  palladium  of  liberty.  The  able,  impartial  and 
experienced  judge  of  the  Parish  court  delivered  an 
opinion  full  of  lucid  argument  and  correct  conclu- 
sions. It  appeared  that  Foygnet  (the  second  de- 
puty) had  been  imprisoned  on  a writ  not  bearing  the 
seal  of  the  court — a writ  impressed  with  a most 
bungling  stamp,  in  no  way  executed  according  to 
the  requisites  of  law.  It  further  appeared  that  the 
writ  requested  two  impossibilities:  1st.  that  Foyg- 
net should  deliver  a particular  record  on  a day  past, 
say  the  Gth  of  December  last;  2d,  that  he  should 
remain  in  jail  until  after  he  should  bring  into  court 
the  record— as  if  he  could  recall  time  or  be  in  two 
places  at  the  same  time.  It  moreover  appeared 
that  judge  Lawrence"  had  exceeded  his  jurisdiction, 
for  the  act  of  congress  declares  that  a contempt  shall 
be  punished  by  fine  and  imprisonment  only,  while 
the  judge  not  only  had  passed  a sentence  of  im- 
prisonment, but  going  farther  had  condemned  Foyg- 
net to  deliver  up  certain  papers.  It  again  appeared 
that  the  sentence  wras  - uncertain  in  not  exactly  de 
fining  what  were  the  papers  to  be  delivered — leav- 
ing it  consequently  to  the  caprice  of  the  judge  to 
say  when  he  was  satisfied.  The  case  was  argued 
on  behalf  of  the  prisoner  by  Messrs.  Chinn,  Grymes 
and  Conrad,  in  a most  able  and  eloquent  manner. 
Those  gentlemen  deserve  credit  for  their  exertions 
in  the  cause  of  justice  and  liberly,  for  the  cause  in- 
volved the  fundamental  rights  of  the  American  citi- 
zen.” 

The  statement  of  the  deputy,  Mr.  Collins,  pub- 
lished in  the  New'  Orleans  papers  is  as  follows: 

Mr.  Editor:  I take  the  liberty  of  calling  your 
attention  and  that  of  the  public,  to  a subject  of 
■ great  interest  to  the  community,  in  a moral  and  po- 
litical point  of  view.  I refer  to  the  late  conduct  of 
P.  K.  Lawrence,  judge  of  the  United  States  for 
this  district,  in  endeavoring  to  force  the  records  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  this  cir- 
cuit, from  the  hands  of  the  legal  and  rightful  keeper 
of  said  records,  Duncan  N.  Hennen,  clerk  of  the 
said  court 

You  will  doubtless  recollect  that  in  the  month  of 
May  last,  judge  Lawrence  attempted  to  remove  the 
said  Hennen  from  office,  acknowledging,  however, 
in  making  the  removal,  that  the  business  of  the  of- 
fice was  conducted  by  the  said  Hennen  “ methodi - 
I cally,  promptly,  skilfully  and  uprightly.”  (1  use  the 
judge’s  ow’ii  written  words.)  The  said  judge  fur- 
ther acknowledged,  in  writing,  that  in  appointing 
John  Winthrop,  esq.  to  succeed  said  Hennen,  he 
was  aclualed  by  motives  of  personal  regard  for  said 
Winthrop,  between  whom  and  said  judge  the 
'‘closed  friendship”  had  ever  subsisted.  Under  such 
circumsiances  Hennen  refused  to  surrender  the  of- 
fice; and,  in  his  course,  was  sustained  by  the  cir- 
cuit judge,  the  hon.  John  McKinley,  associate  jus- 
lice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  Slates — said 
circuit  judge  deciding  that  the  removal  v,:as  illegal, 
and  that  Duncan  N.  Hennen  was  the  proper  custo- 
dian of  the  records. 

The  legal  question  is  now  before  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  and  the  moral  question 
has  been  taken  up  by  congress.  These  august  tri- 
bunals will,  doubtless,  make  up  their  decision  at 
the  approaching  session. 

In  the  meantime  w bile  the  question  was  pending, 
and  on  tile  eve  of  final  adjudication,  it  was  believed 


by  all,  that  all  action  on  the  part  of  judge  Law- 
rence (in  endeavoring  to  carry  out  the  nefarious 
purpose  of  removing  a faithful  public  servant  to 
oblige  a personal  favorite)  would  be  suspended. — 
In  fact,  he  himself  held  out  the  idea  that  he  would 
hold  no  court  at  this  term;  he  stated  so  to  several 
gentlemen  of  high  standing  who  conversed  with 
him  on  the  subject,  in  Philadelphia,  this  summer. 
But  it  appears  that  this  statement  was  merely  given 
out  to  mislead  Mr.  Hennen;  it  was  a petty  trick  to 
induce  him  to  remain  absent — the  hon.  judge  think- 
ing, no  doubt,  that  the  deputy  of  said  Hennen  could 
be  ejected  more  easily  than  his  principal:  to  the 
surprise  of  all  high-minded  gentlemen,  the  judge 
opened  the  term,  and  expressed  a determination  to 
do  business  with  the  assistance  of  the  clerk  he  had 
illegally  appointed,  and  further,  proclaimed  his  in- 
tention of  annulling  every  process  and  entry  made 
by  the  said  Hennen  or  his  deputy  during  the  vaca- 
tion. Thus  jeoparding  the  important  interests  of 
litigants,  who  supposed  that  he  would  at  least  recog- 
nise the  acts  of  a clerk  (de  facto)  who  had  never 
been  ejected,  who  held  the  seal  and  records,  and  who 
(it  was  solemnly  decided)  could  not  be  removed. 

At  the  opening  of  the  term,  I,  as  the  legal  deputy 
of  Hennen,  appeared  in  court,  expressed  niv  readi- 
ness to  enter  upon  and  fulfil  the  duties,  in  the  same 
methodical,  skilful,  prompt  and  upright  manner  in 
which  it  had  heretofore  been  conducted;  but  I was 
prevented  by  the  judge!  He  has  issued  a writ,  un- 
heard of  in  the  annals  of  jurisprudence,  directed 
John  Winthrop,  his  appointed  clerk,  to  seize  upon 
the  records  of  the  court;  and  because  1 had  put  the 
records  in  a safe  place,  where  they  cannot  be  reach- 
ed by  this  ridiculous  and  outrageous  process,  be- 
cause I refused  to  deliver  said  recoids  to  said  judge 
for  the  avowed  purpose  of  transfer  to  an  unauthor- 
ized person,  I have  been  committed  to  prison  for 
an  unlimitea  timet! 

I write  you  this  from  within  the  walls  of  a dun- 
geon. Here  I am,  God  only  knows  for  how  long. 
Here  I must  remain,  perhaps,  as  long  as  the  arbitra- 
ry will  and  caprice  of  an  unprincipled  judge  choose 
to  detain  me;  and  that,  for  resisting  one  of  the  most 
barefaced  and  corrupt  acts  which  has  ever  disgraced 
a civil  tribunal.  I thank  heaven,  however,  that  I 
live  in  the  midst  of  an  honorable  high  minded  com- 
munity, the  friends  of  justice  and  the  enemies  of 
tyranny;  and  if  their  approval  sustain  me,  I am 
amply  rewarded. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

Pea  Patch  island  transferred.  The  marshal  of  the  U. 
S.  for  the  District  of  blew  Jersey,  (gen.  J.  S.  Durey,) 
by  virtue  of  a writ  of  possession  from  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States,  entered  and  seized  upon  the  Pea 
Patch  island  on  Saturday  the  8;h  instant,  and  put  the 
claimants  in  full  possession,  being  accompanied  by  Mr. 
.Tudson,  who  represents  the  claiindfh.ts.  We  learn  that 
the  workmen  found  there  with  the  approbation  of  the 
officer  in  command  signed  leases  as  tenants  at  will,  and 
the  United  States  is  therefore  no  longer  the  master  of 
the  island. 

The  history  of  this  island,  in -'lie  river  Delaware  oppo- 
site to  Salem  count}  in  this  state,  is  not  without  interest. 
It  appears  by  the  testimony  produced  by  the  controver- 
sy concerning  the  ownership  between  the  state  of  New 
Jersey,  or  rather  a citizen  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  U.  S. 
government,  that  it  has  arisen  within  the  memory  of 
the  present  generation.  A few  tufts  of  reed  and  grass 
were  first  discovered  at  low  tide  about  sixty  years  ago, 
growing,  as  the  tradition  runs,  out  of  a sunken  vessel 
laden  with  peas,  whence  the  name  of  the  island.  It 
continued  to  increase  and  to  make  ground,  so  that  in 
the  course  of  a few  years,  it  threw  the  ship  channel  be- 
tween the  western  side  of  the  island  and  the  shore  of  the 
state  or  Delaware. 

Good  news.  An  uninterrupted  line  of  railroad  from 
this  city  to  Washington  will  now,  we  rejoice  to  an- 
nounce, be  opened  to  the  public  about  January  1;  the 
link  from  Jersey  City  to  New  Brunswick  and  on  to 
Trenton,  being  entirely  completed.  The  whole  route 
from  Washington  will  thus  be  made  in  seventeen  hours; 
the  mr.il  leaving  in  the  morning  and  arriving  before 
midnight.  The  public  have  for  some  time  enjoyed  this 
beautiful  road  as  far  as  from  Jersey  Cry,  opposite  to  us, 
to  New  Brunswick,  and  a belter  road,  or  more  elegant 
commodious  cars,  are  no  where  found — thanks  to 
Messrs.  Sykes  and  Hazard,  the  engineers. 

[Arcuj  York  Star. 

Attempt  to  rob  the  mail.  The  Albany  Argus  of  the 
20th'Instant,  states  that  on  Wednesday  night,  the  boot 
of  the  stage  running  from  Albany  to  Hartford  was  cut 
open,  and  the  mail  bag  taken  out,  but  the  driver  dis- 
covered, from  the  motion  of  the  body  of  the  carriage, 
that  somelhiug  was  wrong,  and  on  examination,  ascer- 
tained the  loss  of  the  mail.  He  immediately  shouted, 
turned  his  horses,  and  descended  the  hill.  His  prompt- 
ness saved  the  mail ; as  it  was  found  against  the  fence 
on  the  road  side,  the  bag  cut,  but  none  of  the  contents 
missing. 

Dr.  Butter,  one  of  the  emigrating  Cherokee  physi- 
cians, computes  that  2000  out  of  the  1GOOO  of  lire  Che- 
1 rokees,  have  died  since  they  left  their  homes  in  June,  for 
the  west. 
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Gov.  Cass.  Rumors  have  been  circulated  that 
this  gentleman,  now  minister  to  France,  was  a de- 
faulter to  the  government,  caused  by  his  adminis- 
tration of  the  war  department.  We,  of  course, 
give  no  currency  to  mere  rumors  affecting  private 
reputation;  but  take  great  pleasure  in  giving  place 
to  the  following  from  the  “Globe.” 

“We  are  authorised  from  the  war  office  to  state, 
that  the  accounts  of  gov.  Cass  with  the  depart- 
ment are  balanced  to  a farthing,  and  that  there  is 
not  the  slightest  shadow  of  doubt  in  regard  to  the 
fairness  and  squareness  of  all  his  accounts  with  the 
government.” 

Lower  Canada.  The  Montreal  Herald  of  the 
29th  ult.  states  that  Etienne  Parent  and  Jean  Bap- 
tiste Frechette,  editors  of  the  Quebec  Canadian, 
have  been  imprisoned  on  a charge  of  high  treason. 
Reinforcements  were  under  orders  to  leave  Fred- 
erickton  on  the  26th  ult.  Sir  John  Harvey,  lieu- 
tenant governor,  has  offered  to  join  Sir  John  Col- 
borne  at  the  head  of  2,000  militia.  There  is  great 
difficulty  and  delay  in  procuring  passports  to  the 
United  States. 

Sir  John  Colborne  has  issued  the  following  order, 
which  indicates  the  state  of  alarm  existing  in  his 
province: 

Head,  quarters,  Montreal,  16/A  Dec.  1838. 

General  orders. 

The  commander  of  the  forces  and  admisistrator 
of  the.  government  directs,  that  no  person  shall  be 
permitted  to  pass  the  frontier  into  the  United  States 
without  a passport  either  from  head  quarters,  major 
general  sir  James  McDonnell,  K.  C.  B.  or  signed 
by  Mr.  Leclure,  the  superintendent  of  police,  and 
countersigned  by  the  town  major  of  Montreal. 

No  person  will  be  allowed  to  enter  the  province 
from  the  United  States,  who  cannot  give  a satis- 
factory account  of  himself;  but  his  excellency 
holds  officers  commanding  corps  responsible  that 
this  duty  is  performed  without  unnecessary  annoy- 
ance, and  that  no  person  is  detained  except  on  suffi- 
cient grounds.  John  Eden , dept,  adj . gen. 

Letters  from  Kingston,  U.  C.  state  that  six  more 
of  the  Canadian  patriots  were  to  be  hung  on  Friday 
last.  They  are,  generally,  quite  young  men,  and 
all  natives  of  New  York. 

The  states.  Maryland.  The  legislature  as- 
sembled at  Annapolis  on  Monday  last.  On  the 
same  day  the  senate  was  organized  by  the  election 
of  Richard  Thomas,  esq.  (W.)  as  president,  and  all 
the  former  officers  of  the  body,  with  another  com- 
mittee clerk.  Hugh  Ely,  esq.  was  supported  by  the 
friends  of  the  administration,  and  in  consequence 
of  neither  of  the  candidates  voting,  but  19  ballots 
were  cast.  The  following  is  understood  to  be  the 
vote: 

For  Thomas,  (whig,)  Messrs.  Beckett,  Boone, 
Donohoo,  Eccleston,  Magruder,  Potts,Purnell, Pratt, 
Ricaud,  Wilson,  and  Stewart — 11. 

For  Ely,  (democrat,)  Messrs.  Matthews,  Charles 
Matthews,  Martin,  Evans,  Goldsborough,  Scott, 
Wason,  Maulsby — 8. 

On  the  following  day  the  house  was  organized 
by  the  election  of  Charles  S.  Ridgely,  esq  (whig,) 
of  Anne  Arundel  county,  as  speaker.  He  received 
thirty-nine  votes,  and  John  C.  Wharton,  esq.  (ad.) 
of  Washington  county,  received  thirty -two  votes, 
neither  gentleman  voting  for  himself.  George  G. 
Breiver,  esq.  was  elected  chief  clerk,  Eli  Duvall, 
esq.  assistant  clerk,  John  Burnett,  Thomas  M. 
Flint,  and  Isaac  Gibbons,  committee  clerks  from 
the  eastern  shore;  Harry  D.  Gough  and  Benj.  E. 
Gantt  from  the  western  shore;  Levin  J.  Broad- 
water, sergeant  at  arms,  and  John  Quynn,  door- 
keeper. 

On  Wednesday  the  senate  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  amended  constitution,  pro- 
ceeded to  divide  by  lot,  the  senators  into  classes — 
those  of  the  first  class  to  serve  two  years,  those  of 
the  second  class,  four  years;  those  of  the  third  class, 
six  years.  The  result  was  as  follows: 

First  class — to  serve  two  years. 

David  Stewart,  (W.)  of  Baltimore  city. 

Hugh  Ely,  (Adin.)  of  Baltimore  county. 

Robert  Wason,  (Adm.)  of  Washington  county. 

Wm.  Matthews,  (Adm.)  of  Alleghany  county. 

John  Evans,  (Adm.)  of  Cecil  county. 

Mr.  Goldsborough,  (Adm.)  of  Queen  Anne’s 
county. 
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Wm.  U.  Purnell,  (W.)  of  Worcester  county. 

Second  class — to  serve  four  years. 

Horace  Wilson,  (W.)  of  Montgomery  county. 
Alex.  C.  Magruder,  (W.)  of  Aune  Arundel  coun- 
ty and  Annapolis  city. 

Thos.  G.  Pratt,  (VV.)  of  Prince  George’s  county. 
Alex.  Matthews,  (Adm.)  of  Charles  county. 
John  Beckett,  (W.)  of  Calvert  county. 

John  Boon,  (W.)  of  Caroline  county. 

Alex.  Donohoo,  (W.)  of  Somerset  county. 

Third  class — to  serve  six  years. 

Richard  Pott,  (W.)  of  Frederick  county. 

W.  P.  Maulsby,  (Adm.)  of  Carroll  county. 

Otho  Scott,  ( Adm.)  of  Harlord  county. 

Richard  Thomas,  (W.)  of  St.  Mary’s  county. 
Nicholas  Martin,  (Adm.)  of  Talbot  county. 

Jas.  B.  Ricaud,  (W.)  of  Kent  county. 

T.  H.  Eccleston,  (W.)  ol  Dorchester  county. 

The  three  classes  are,  therefore,  politically  di- 


vided as  follows: 

W.  Adm. 

First  class,  2 5 

Second  class,  6 1 

Third  class,  4 3 
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Delaware.  The  legislature  of  Delaware  assem- 
bled at  Dover  on  Tuesday  last.  The  senate  was 
organized  by  the  election  of  Thomas  Jacobs,  (ad.) 
to  the  speakership,  and  S.  G.  Laws  (ad.)  was  cho- 
sen clerk.  In  the  house,  John  P.  Brinckle  (ad.) 
was  elected  speaker,  and  the  other  officers  are  of 
the  same  politics. 

New  York.  Both  branches  of  the  legislature 
met  at  Albany  on  the  1st  instant.  In  the  senate  lieut. 
governor  Bradish  took  the  chair.  In  the  assembly 
George  W.  Patterson,  esq.,  (whig,)  of  Livingston 
county,  was  chosen  speaker,  on  the  first  ballot,  re- 
ceiving 80  votes,  and  Thomas  Armstrong,  (ad.)  46 
— but  two  members  (whigs)  absent.  Jarvis  N. 
Lake,  of  Herkimer,  was  unanimously  re-elected 
clerk.  Wm.  De  Forest,  of  Broome,  was  chosen 
sergeant-at-arms,  Samuel  Francis,  jun.  of  Onondaga 
county,  door-keeper,  and  Washington  P.  Lewis,  of 
Albany,  assistant  door-keeper.  All  whigs. 

We  have  a copy  of  the  message  of  gov.  Seward, 
which  was  delivered  on  Tuesday,  before  us,  and 
will  publish  it  as  soon  as  we  can  find  room  for  it. 

In  the  Albany  Evening  Journal  of  the  2d  inst., 
we  find  the  following  appointments  by  governor 
Seward,  announced:  Rufus  King,  of  Albany,  ad- 
jutant general;  Jonathan  Amory,  ot  New  York, 
Spencer  S.  Benedict,  and  John  F.  Townsend,  of 
Albany,  aids-de-camp;  Robert  C.  Wetmore,  ol 
New  York,  military  secretary;  Samuel  Blatchfbrd, 
of  New  York,  private  secretary;  and  H.  G.  O.  Ro- 
gers, of  Albany,  executive  messenger. 

Massachusetts.  The  legislature  of  this  state 
met  at  Boston  on  Wednesday  last — Myrom  Law'- 
rence  was  chosen  president  of  the  senate,  and 
Robert  C.  Winthrop  speaker  of  the  house.  The 
annual  election  sermon  was  preached  at  the  old 
South  church,  by  president  Hopkins,  of  Williams 
college. 

According  to  the  official  return  of  votes  for  repre- 
sentative to  congress  from  the  fourth  district, 
(Middlesex  district,)  it  appears  that  William  Par- 
menter  has  3987 — Nathan  Brook3  3848 — Levi 
Farwell  268— James  T.  Woodbury  186 — Amos 
Farnsworth  151.  There  were  a few  other  scatter- 
ing votes. 

The  governor  and  council  have  assigned  the  first 
Monday  of  February  next  for  another  trial. 

North  Carolina.  On  Saturday  the  29th  ult., 
Edward  B.  Dudley  was  inaugurated  as  governor  of 
this  state  for  the  ensuing  two  years,  on  which  occa- 
sion he  delivered  a brief  address,  which  shall  have 
a place  hereafter.  In  page  293,  we  have  inserted 
certain  resolutions  passed  by  the  senate  and  house 
of  commons  in  relation  to  the  expunging  resolu- 
tions, the  sub-treasury  system,  the  public  lands, 
&c.  The  legislature  have  agreed  to  adjourn  on  the 
7th  inst. 

South  Carolina.  The  legislature  of  South 
Carolina  adjourned  on  the  26th  ult.,  after  a session 
of  24  days,  and  the  passage  of  over  26  public  acts. 
Among  them  is  an  act  to  “guarantee  the  payment 
of  any  loan”  which  the  Charleston  and  Cincinnati 
railroad  company  may  make;  and  certain  resolutions 


relative  to  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  which  shall 
have  a place  in  the  next  "Register.” 

Georgia.  The  Georgia  legislature  adjourned 
sine  die  on  Saturday  night,  29th  ultimo,  after  12 
o’clock,  having  disposed  of  all  the  business  before 
the  two  houses.  Among  the  laws  passed  was  a 
general  banking  bill  similar  in  its  provisions  to  that 
enacted  by  the  New  York  legislature.  The  cur- 
rency resolutions,  which  passed  the  lower  house, 
have  been  passed  by  the  senate.  They  shall  have 
a place  in  the  next  •■Register.” 

Mississippi.  Dr.  Silas  Brown,  (Whig,)  has  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  state  treasurer.  Fifty-one 
counties  heard  from,  give  the  following  result: 
Brown,  5,638;  Fall,  3,7 16;  Craig,  1,992;  Dixon,  706. 

Alabama.  The  house  of  representatives,  at  the 
latest  date,  was  engaged  in  discussing  resolutions 
in  favor  ol  the  sub-treasury,  introduced  by  jud^e 
Smith.  Judge  Porter  and  judge  Smith  only  had 
spoken.  The  debate  was  expected  to  continue  for 
two  or  three  weeks. 

An  administration  state  convention  has  been  held 
at  1 usealoosa.  Gov.  Bagby  was  nominated  for  re- 
election.  Harvey  W.  Ellis  for  the  middle  district, 
D.  H.  Lewis  for  the  Montgomery,  and  judge  Pick- 
ens lor  the  southern  district,  were  nominated  as 
candidates  for  congress. 

Wisconsin.  The  legislature  of  Wisconsin  assem- 
bled at  Madison  on  the  26th  of  November.  William 
Bullen  was  chosen  president  of  the  council,  and  J. 
W.  Blackstone  speaker  of  the  house.  Governor 
Dodge’s  message  is  well  spoken  of.  In  it  he  states 
that  upwards  ol  ten  millions  ot  pounds  of  lead  are 
sent  east  annually  from  the  mines  of  Wisconsin.  It 
now  goes  by  the  way  of  New  Orleans  to  New  York, 
but  from  the  internal  improvements  now  going  on, 
in  two  years  it  will  pass  through  the  lakes  and 
down  the  Erie  canal. 

On  meeting,  the  sages  of  'Wisconsin  were  in  a 
queer  predicament.  The  state  house  was  unfinish- 
ed, and  could  not  be  occupied,  and  the  member#' 
could  not  find  sufficient  accommodations  at  the 
hotels.  The  secretary  had  no  stationary,  and  reso- 
lutions were  offered  in  both  houses  to  adjourn,  “in 
consequence  of  the  want  of  accommodations.” 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  learn  that  a dispute 
has  arisen  between  gov.  Lucas  and  the  Iowa  terri- 
torial legislature  on  a question  of  power.  The  gov- 
ernor insists  that  all  laws  and  resolutions  must  be 
approved  by  him  before  they  are  of  any  force.  The 
legislative  body  contest  this  position. 

Northeastern  boundary.  We'  find  the  fol- 
lowing in  the  N.  Y.  Evening  Post,  copied  from  the 
London  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  22d  of  November: 

“ Settlement  of  the  boundary  question.  We  have 
heard  to-day,  in  quarters  where  information  on  such 
matters  especially  may  be  fully  relied  upon,  that 
the  question  of  boundary  between  the  possessions 
of  Great  Britain  -in  North  America  and  the  United 
States,  is  on  the  eve  of  being  formally  adjusted,  and 
in  a manner,  it  is  said,  which  will  give  satisfaction 
to  the  public  on  both  sides,  and  be  in  accordance 
.with  the  view's  of  the  two  governments. 

“It  is,  in  fact,  stated  that  communications  for. 
some  time  past  have  been  going  on  between  Mr.* 
Stevenson,  the  American  minister,  and  our  govern- 
ment upon  this  point,  and  that  it  has  been  deter- 
mined to  appoint  a commission  to  decide  upon  the 
question,  the  government  at  the  same  time  recom- 
mending mutually  for  their  adoption,  that  the  river 
St.  John  should  form  the  separating  line  between 
the  tw’o  countries,  whereby  that  portion  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Maine,  which  the  Americans  have  always 
claimed,  will  be  ceded  (o  us;  and  as  an  equivalent, 
the  coast  and  territory  lying  betu'een  the  rivers  St. 
Croix  and  St.  John,  equal  in  size  to  what  is  given  up 
on  the  other  side,  will  be  made  over  to  America. 

“By  this  means  Maine  will  possess  almost  an  en- 
tire water  boundary,  and  the  country  between 
Nova  Scotia  and  Canada  will  be  laid  open  to  us  a 
point  in  itself  of  the  very  utmost  importance,  mo’re 
especially  at  the  present  moment;  and  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  the  railway  which  has  often  been 
proposed  from  Halifax  to  Quebec,  but  as  often  put 
off  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  the  boundary  ques- 
tion, will  soon  be  carried  into  effect,  by  which  means 
it  is  needless  to  say  a most  important  and  favorable 
change  will  be  effected  in  our  Canadian  trade.” 
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Late  from  Texas.  By  the  steamer  Columbia 
from  Galveston,  the  editor  of  the  New  Orleans  True 
American  has  the  following  items  of  intelligence 
from  Texas: 

The  death  of  John  A.  Wharton,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  of  Texas,  i3  announced  in  the  Texas 
papers.  At  the  last  election  Mr.  Wharton  was 
elected  to  the  senate. 

Dr.  Roberts  has  been  appointed  collector  of  the 
port  of  Galveston,  and  Memucan  Hunt  secretary  of 
the  navy. 

Gen.  Rusk  has  been  elected  chief  justice,  B.  E. 
Bee  appointed  secretary  of  state,  and  S.  S.  Johnson 
secretary  of  war.  Richard  G.  Dunlap  is  secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  Charles  Watrous  Attorney 
General. 

We  learn  from  (he  Houston  Telegraph  that  the 
neighborhood  of  Bexar  enjoys  perfect  tranquillity, 
the  Camanches  not  having  been  seen  near  there 
since  the  20th  ult.  The  Mexican  traders  from  Rio 
Grande  announce  that  all  the  citizens  hereabout 
are  in  favor  of  federalism,  and  manifest  the  most 
friendly  feelings  towards  the  Texians. 

Letters  have  been  received  from  the  states  an- 
nouncing that  all  the  vessels  authorized  to  be  pro- 
cured by  the  act  of  congress  are  now  on  the  stocks, 
and  will  be  ready  for  sea  on  the  1st  of  May  next. 

From  the  New  Orleans  Courier,  Dec.  26. 

The  invasion  of  the  soil  of  this  state  by  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  Texian  army.aftords  an  un- 
pleasant illustration  of  Texian  notions  of  interna- 
tional law  and  state  sovereignty.  If  such  things  are 
done  thus  early  by  a people  who  but  yesterday,  as 
it  were,  owed  allegiance  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  what  may  we  not  in  Louisiana  apprehend 
when  our  neighbor  shall  have  thrown  off  his  swad- 
dling-clothes, and  attained  maturity  and  strength 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth?  We  trust  the  gov- 
ernor of  Louisiana  will  demand  reparation  for  the 
insult,  and  the  punishment  of  the  officer  who  gave  it. 

The  following  particulars  of  the  outrage  we  copy 
from  the  Natchitoches  Herald  of  the  6th  instant: 

“ A courier  was  despatched  about  a week  ago 
from  Shreveport  to  Fort  Jesup,  with  the  astonishing 
intelligence  that  that  town  was  filled  with  an  armed 
force  from  Texas,  amounting  to  about  one  hundred 
men,  under  the  command  of  gen.  Rusk,  .and  that 
the  lives  of  many  of  its  citizens  had  been  threatened 
by  the  invaders. 

“On  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  col.  Many, 
with  all  the  troops  under  his  command,  and  taking 
with  him  one  field-piece,  promptly  marched  to  suc- 
cor the  citizens  of  Shreveport.  The  result  of  his 
expedition  is  not  yet  known,  though,  since  he  left 
Fort  Jesup,  we  are  in  receipt  of  later  news  from 
Shreveport,  which  renders  it  certain  that  our  gallant 
colonel  and  his  command  will  not  have  a chance  to 
measure  swords  with  the  Texians,  as  they  had  al- 
ready left  the  country. 

“We  understand  that  gen.  Rusk  stated  that  he 
came  with  no  hostile  intention  toward  the  citizens 
of  the  Unitgd  States,  but  that  the  Caddo  Indians, 
'living  within  the  United  States,  had  crossed  over 
into  Texas  and  waged  war  upon  it  citizens,  and 
that  he  came  to  disarm  them.  This,  we  understand, 
he  did — as  well  as  threaten  Mr.  Sewall,  the  Indian 
agent  at  Shreveport,  for  having  furnished  them  with 
arms  and  ammunition.  Gen.  Rusk,  wTe  further 
learn,  had  a talk  with  the  Caddoes,  made  a treaty 
with  them,  and  returned  to  Texas.” 

The  Cherokees.  By  letters  received  from  col. 
Foster,  of  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry,  by  gen. 
Scott,  and  transmitted  to  the  adjutant  general,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  United  States  troops  under  that  active 
and  indefatigable  officer  have  captured  all  the  In- 
dians concerned  in  the  murder  of  two  soldiers  of  that 
regiment  in  the  Cherokee  country.  Of  the  five 
men  who  committed  this  cruel  murder,  four  were 
executed  by  the  Cherokees  themselves,  who  united 
with  alacrity  in  the  pursuit,  and  aided  essentially  in 
the  capture  of  the  murderers.  The  fifth  from  his 
extreme  youth,  was  retained  a prisoner  by  the  com- 
manding officer.  Col.  Foster  says:  “The  honor  of 
the  nation  has  been  fully  cared  for,  as  well  as  the 
honor  of  the  regiment  to  which  I belong.  At  and 
over  the  graves  of  our  murdered  comrades,  funeral 
honors  were  paid.  For  twelve  days,  the  men  of  the 
regiment  passed  the,  mountains,  crossed  the  streams, 
and  threaded  the  valleys  of  the  country,  in  detach- 
ments ol  from  two  to  sixty,  in  search  of  the  fugi- 
tives. The  thirty-one  Indians  whom  I had  in  iny 
camp,  and  whom  I held  until  the  final  termination  of 
the  affair,  and  then  released,  belonged  to  Euchetta’s 
band.  With  him  and  the  Oco-nee  lufty  Indians  un- 
der the  Flying  Squirrel,  their  fathers,  brothers,  and 
husbands,  pursued,  captured,  and  finally  punished 
the  outlaws  and  murderers.”  [ Globe. 


The  Hamilton  (Ten.)  Gazette,  contains  an  inter- 
esting account  of  col.  Foster’s  campaign,  from  which 
we  extract  the  following  account  of  the  execution 
of  the  murderers : 

“ Of  those  brought  in  the  colonel  thought  three 
deserved  death,  and  in  the  exercise  of  that  spirit  of 
comity  and  forbearance,  which  has  so  generally 
characterized  the  officers  of  the  army,  toward  the 
suffering  indians,  he  called  a council  of  those  who 
were  friendly,  and  after  being  convinced  that  one 
and  all  had  proper  views  of  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice, and  would  mete  out  even  to  their  own  blood, 
proper  punishment  for  transgression,  he  delivered 
them  over  to  the  chiefs,  to  be  dealt  with  according 
to  their  laws.  “Blood  for  blood”  is  the  governing 
principle  of  this  tribe — consequently,  the  doom 
of  the  murderers  was  as  sanguinary  as  if  they  had 
been  punished  by  the  regiment.  On  the  following 
day,  the  ,24th  ult.  we  believe,  three  sentenced  cul- 
prits were  brought  out.  It  was  arranged  that  there 
should  be  six  executioners,  two  to  fire  at  each 
man,  one  at  the  head  and  the  other  at  the  heart. 
Previously  to  taking  their  stand,  the  colonel  order- 
ed a bandage  to  be  placed  over  their  eyes,  that  they 
might  not  know  which  of  their  brethren  executed 
them.  They  were  then  shot  down  in  the  presence 
of  the  regiment.  Thus  ended  that  day’s  tragedy. 

From  the  representations  of  the  chiefs,  in  whom 
gol.  Foster  had  the  utmost  confidence,  he  thought 
it  unnecessary  to  detain  the  regiment  until  the  next 
day,  when  the  fourth  and  last  murderer  was  to  be 
executed.  In  fulfilment  of  the  promise  made  by 
the  indians,  “Old  Charley,”  who  was  not  captured 
at  first,  and  was  the  fourth  one  sentenced,  was  ex- 
ecuted the  26th,  in  the  same  way  of  the  others.” 

Important  to  Importers.  From  the  Boston 
Post.  We  understand  that  from  and  after  the  29th 
day  of  December  last,  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of 
which  silk  shall  be  the  component  material  of  chief 
value,  coming  from  this  side  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  except  sewing  silk,  are  and  will  be  admitted 
free  of  duty.  Silk  gloves,  silk  stockings,  silk 
scarfs,  silk  shawls,  silk  any  thing  but  sewing  silk, 
embroidered  or  not  embroidered,  knotted  or  not 
knotted,  be  they  silk  hosiery,  silk  millinery,  silk 
mits,  or  silk  gloves,  are  and  will  be,  at  the  Boston 
custom  house,  admitted  free  of  duty.  Such  is 
the  interpretation  of  the  law  given  to  the  collector 
by  judge  Story. 

The  decision  of  judge  Story  last  Saturday  places 
the  office  here,  in  all  essential  matters,  just  where 
it  was  before  the  circulars  issued  by  the  comptrol- 
ler last  August. 

We  learn  from  the  Cincinnati  Whig,  that  the  le- 
gislature of  Kentucky,  has,  by  joint  resolution,  ap- 
pointed committees  to  repair  to  the  seats  of  govern- 
ment of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
before  the  legislatures  of  those  states,  the  grievan- 
ces under  which  the  people  of  Kentucky  labor  in 
relation  to  the  facility  afforded  by  the  present  laws 
of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  for  the  successful  escape  of 
their  slaves,  and  to  urge  upon  the  legislatures  of 
the  latter  states,  the  propriety  of  passing  such  laws 
as  will  give  to  the  Kentuckians  further  security  for 
their  slave  property. 

Steamship  postage.  From  the  Globe.  By 
the  annexed  communication  it  will  be  perceived 
that  there  is  no  reciprocity  between  the  British  and 
American  public  in  the  expense  of  correspondence 
between  the  two  countries.  The  effect  of  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things  is  to  throw  a heavy  preponder- 
ance of  this  expense  on  the  American  side,  and  im- 
pose on  the  merchants  and  people  of  the  United 
States  a heavy  tax,  from  which  British  subjects  are 
free,  for  the  emolument  of  British  steamship  com- 
panies. Does  not  this  matter  require  the  interpo- 
sition of  Congress? 

“ London , Nov.  12,  1838. 

“■Dear  sir:  I hope  our  government  will  guard  its 
citizens  from  any  burdensome  tax  derived  by  for- 
eigners, when  the  laws  of  those  foreigners  will  not 
allow  their  own  subjects  to  be  so  burdened.  I al- 
lude, sir,  to  the  extortion  of  postage  demanded  by 
the  agents  of  the  steamers  between  New  York  and 
Bristol,  and  New  York  and  Liverpool.  The  laws  of 
this  country  will  not  allow  them  to  make  any  charge 
for  letters  going  out  of  the  country;  they  receive  a 
remuneration  when  the  letters  arrive,  but  not  satis- 
fied with  that,  they  exact  from  our  countrymen  and 
from  commerce  boih  ways.  They  (these  agents) 
allow  our  postmasters  ten  per  cent,  for  collecting 
such  demands.  Thus,  you  will  perceive  our  go- 
vernment officers  are  made  the  instruments  of  heavy 
exactions  for  a monopoly  unknown  to  the  govern- 
ment, against  its  citizens. 

“The  only  object  I have  in  view  in  calling  your 
attention  to  this  subject,  is  that  of  every  American 
citizen,  that  their  rights  may  be  upheld.” 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 

By  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 
James  Dunlop,  of  Georgetown,  D.  C.,  to  be  judge 
of'  the  criminal  court  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  in 
the  place  of  Thomson  F.  Mason,  deceased. 

Benjamin  Pomeroy,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the 
revenue,  Stonington,  Connecticut,  from  the  4th 
December,  1338. 

LAND  OFFICERS. 

Receivers  of  the  public  moneys. 

William  Blackburn,  Lima,  Ohio,  f rom  21st  De- 
cember, 1838. 

Edwin  M.  Ryland, Lexington,  Mo.,  from  21st  De- 
cember, 1838. 

John  Hall,  Zanesville,  Ohio,  from  21st  Decem- 
ber, 1838. 

Hardy  Holmes,  Ouachita,  La.,  from  27th  Decem- 
ber, 1838,  vice  Ransom  Easlin,  resigned. 

John  D.  Whiteside,  Palestine,  111.,  from  the  31st 
December,  1838,  vice  G.  W.  Smith,  resigned. 

Registers. 

Frank  J.  Mien,  Jackson,  Mo.,  from  24th  Decem- 
ber, 1838. 

Thomas  W.  Newman,  Washington,  Mi.,  from  2d 
January,  1839. 

Sanniel  H.  Thompson,  Edwardsville,  111.,  from  7th 
January,  1839. 

David  W.  Offley  to  be  consul  of  the  United  States 
for  the  port  of  Smyrna,  in  Turkey,  in  the  place  of 
David  Offley,  deceased. 

OFFICIAL TREASURY  NOTES. 

Treasury  Department,  January  1,  1839. 
The  whole  amount  of  treasury  notes  authorized 
by  the  act  of  October  12,  1837,  has  been  isssued, 
viz:  $10,000,000  00 

Of  that  issue  there  has  been  redeem- 
ed - - - $7,987,460  82 

2.012,539  18 

Of  the  newr  emission  there  has  been 
issued  in  the  place  of  those  re- 
deemed - - $5,709,810  01 

Of  that  emission  there 
has  been  redeemed  378,400  78 

5,331,409  23 


Leaving  a balance  °f  all  outstanding  $7  343.948  41 

LEVI  WOODBURY^ 
Secretary  of  the  treaswy. 

Gen.  Jesup.  The  Louisville  Journal  contains 
the  annexed  letter  from  gen.  Jesup. 

Louisville,  Dec.  20,  1838. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Louisville  Journal: 

Sirs:  I have  this  moment  been  informed  that  a 
story  is  going  the  rounds  of  the  newspapers,  on  the 
authority  of  a correspondent  of  the  New'  York 
American,  that  “lam  not  exactly  in  a position  to 
make  a satisfactory  report  of  my  disbursements.”  I 
owe  it  to  myself  to  say  that  the  statement  is  utterly 
false.  I have  accounted  for  every  cent  of  public 
money  that  ever  came  into  my  hands,  as  my  ac- 
counts at  the  treasury  will  show. 

Editors  who  have  published  the  statement  refer- 
red to,  are  requested  to  insert  this  article. 

THOS.  S.  JESUP, 

Maj.  gen.  and  qr.  master  gen.  of  the  army. 

Missouri  legislature.  The  governor  has 
made  a statement  of  the  expenses  of  the  Mormon 
war,  which  he  estimates  at  70  or  80,000  dollars; 
and  suggests  that  the  United  States  are  liable  for  it. 

The  governor’s  position  is  that  the  Mormon 
movement  was  an  insurrection,  and  that  the  national 
government  is  bound  to  suppress  inswrcctions.  But, 
with  the  St.  Louis  Gazette'we  conceive  that,  be- 
fore the  general  government  pays  for  heating  the 
poker,  it  will  first  inquire  whether  there  was  an 
insurrection  by  the  Mormons;  and  next,  whether 
that  insurrection  was  directed  against  the  laws  and 
authorities  of  the  Union.  The  Gazette  says  : “We 
opine  that  the  governor  will  find  it  no  easy  matter 
to  answer  either  of  these  questions  affirmatively.” 
And  we  opine,  moreover,  that  the  state  of  Missouri 
will  gain  nothing,  any  way,  by  carrying  its  Mor- 
mon story  into  the  national  legislature. 

[ Transcript. 

OFFICIAL. 

Department  of  state, 

Washington,  Dec.  20,  1838. 

Information  Ii3s  been  received  at  this  department 
that  all  vessels  arriving  at  Genoa  from  any  part  of 
America,  including  the  West  India  islands  and 
Cuba,  will,  in  future,  have  free  pratique,  provided 
they  carry  clean  bills  of  health,  and  certificates  from 
the  Sardinian  consul,  orT  in  his  absence,  from  any 
European  consul,  that  the  port  from  whence  the 
vessels  cleared  is  free  from  all  contagious  diseases, 
and  especially  from  the  yellow  fever. 
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From  the  N.  York  Journal  of  Commerce , extra,  Dec.  29. 

LATER  FROM  EUROPE. 

Five  packet  ships  from  Europe  have  arrived  this 
afternoon,  viz:  the  Europe,  capt.  Marshall,  from 
Liverpool,  Nov.  12th;  the  Sheridan,  capt.  Depey- 
ster,  Liverpool,  Nov.  14ti);  Columbus,  capt.  Crop- 
per, Nov.  20th;  Francis  Firsl,  Pell,  Havre,  Nov. 
Sth;  Emerald,  capt.  Orne,  Nov.  16th.  We  are  in- 
debted to  capt.  Cropper,  of  the  Columbus,  for  Lon- 
don papers  to  the  evening  of  Nov.  19th,  and  Liver- 
pool to  the  20th. 

The  news  by  these  arrivals,  politically  speaking, 
is  of  but  little  interest.  The  English  tory  papers 
are  fanning  the  embers  for  a war  with  Russia,  and 
some  of  the  whig  papers  speak  in  the  same  strain. 
They  pretend  that  Russia  is  inteifering  to  prevent 
the  execution  of  the  treaty  recently  concluded  be- 
tween England  and  the  Porte. 

The  passengers  by  the  Garrick,  hence  25th  Octo- 
ber, reached  Liverpool  Nov.  16th,  in  the  steamer 
from  Waterford,  having  been  received  on  board 
while  the  ship  was  in  the  channel,  detained  by  ad- 
verse winds. 

All  the  coming  packets  are  full  of  goods,  and  ma- 
king capital  freights.  The  freight  list  of  the  Europe 
is  1590/.  and  the  Columbus  1800/. 

The  Royal  Williaifr  was  advertised  to  start  for 
New  York,  Dec.  15th,  taking  no  freight,  and  the 
Liverpool  Jan.  10th. 

The  Liverpool  Times  estimates  that  the  wheat 
crop  in  England  this  year  is  one  fourth  part  less  than 
in  1835  and  1837. 

The  rt.  lion.  Robert  Collar  Ferguson,  her  majes- 
ty’s judge  advocate  general,  departed  this  life  Nov. 
16th. 

An  attempt  had  been  made  to  assassinate  the  duke 
of  Normandy,  who  is  now  in  England,  and  claims 
to  be  the  son  of  the  unfortunate  Louis  XVI.  ana 
Marie  Antoinette.  The  duke  was  wounded  in  the 
arm  by  a pistol  ball.  A man  by  the  name  of  De- 
sires Rousselle,  was  arrested  as  the  author  of  the 
attempt. 

Adairs  in  Spain  are  in  statu  quo.  There  has  been 
very  little  fighting  of  late. 

Fifty-five  Carlist  prisoners  had  been  shot  atWa- 
lencia,  by  way  of  reprisal  for  a like  number  of 
queen’s  troops  [prisoners]  who  had  been  shot  by  the 
Carlist  general  Cabrera. 

The  English  brig  African  Packet,  from  Guayaquil 
for  Santander,  Spain,  was  lost  Sth  November,  near 
Bayonne,  and  six  of  her  crew  drowned. 

A laborer  by  the  name  of  Damberger  died  lately 
at  Ern.stbrunn,  Austria,  at  the  age  ot  130  years  old. 
He  was  never  married  till  lie  was  100  years  old. 
Better  late  than  never. 

London,  Nov.  19th,  evening.  Consols  for  the  ac- 
count closed  at  94  1-2. 

Iron  vessels.  Mr.  John  Laird,  builder  of  the  Rain- 
bow steamer,  which  makes  the  most  rapid  passage 
ever  made  between  London  and  Antwerp,  and  vice 
versa,  has  now  laid  down,  at  his  yard,  North  Birk- 
enhead, half  a dozen  vessels,  which  will  be  wholly 
constructed  of  iron.  Among  them  is  a steamer  of 
nearly  600  tons.  The  Ironside,  the  first  iron  ship 
built  in  this  port,  sailed  on  Wednesday,  for  Pernam- 
buco. She  looked  extremely  well,  as  she  proceed- 
ed down  the  river.  Next  day  she  was  seen,  off  the 
Kish  Bank,  all  well.  We  have  heard  that  the  Pre- 
sident, intended  as  the  companion  of  the  British 
Queen,  in  the  New  York  trade,  will  be  constructed 
of  iron.  Her  tonnage  will,  it  is  said,  exceed  2500 
tons,  and  she  is  expected  to  carry  1500  tons  of  fine 
goods. 

Great  export  of  goods  to  America.  The  shipments 
of  manufactured  goods  to  the  United  States  are,  the 
season  of  the  year  considered,  very  extensive.  The 
New  York  packet  ships  get  nearly  lull  cargoes,  the 
Sheridan,  which  sailed  on  Wednesday,  having  had 
upwards  of  1600/.  freight  on  board.  The  packet  ship 
Columbus,  which  sailed  yesterday  morning,  had  a 
full  cargo  of  manufactured  goods:  and  the  packet 
ships  George  Washington  and  United  States,  will, 
it  is  expected,  be  quite  full  also. 

The  earl  of  Durham.  It  has  been  currently  re- 
ported in  the  north,  that  lord  Durham,  on  his  return 
from  Canada,  will  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
genuine  reformers  of  England,  and  declare  his  ad- 
herence to  household  suifrage,  vote  by  ballot,  and 
triennial  parliaments.  [Hull paper. 

London,  Nov.  19th.  Among  the  most  important 
communications  recently  received  from  the  Turkish 
capital,  was  a letter  which  appeared  in  the  Sun  of 
Saturday,  dated  28th  ultimo,  which  stated  that  ti*e 
Russian  ambassador  at  the  Port  had  addressed  a re- 
monstrance to  the  sultan,  in  which  his  excellency 
emphatically  observed,  that  unless  his  highness  dis- 
annulled the  commercial  treaty  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Turkey,  the  emperor  his  master  would  re- 
gard it  as  a violation  of  the  treaty  of  Utikiar  Ske- 
iessi,  and  consequently  as  a declaration  of  war 
against  Russia.  By  the  5th  article  of  the  commer- 


cial treaty,  the  Porte  throws  open  the  Dardanelles 
to  British  shipping,  without  any  restriction  what- 
ever; consequently,  there  is  not  only  an  end  put  to 
the  treaty  of  Unkiar  Skelessi,  but  Russia  is  de- 
prived, by  a single  stroke  of  pacific  policy,  of  the 
cherished  object  of  the  intrigues  of  her  cabinet  for 
upwards  of  a century. 

TURKEY. 

Constantinople,  Oct.  24.  There  is  little  change 
in  political  alfairs.  The  English  and  Russian  lega- 
tions are  in  constant  communication  with  the  Porte, 
where  lordPonsonby  seems  to  enjoy  more  confidence 
than  general  Boutenioff.  The  united  English  and 
Turkish  fleets  were  still  at  Smyrna.  We  have  no 
recent  news  from  Egypt.  Syria  is  tranquil. 

The  Augsburg  Gazette  of  the  7th  publishes  a let- 
ter from  Athens  of  the  27th  u It.,  mentioning  that  a 
revolt  had  taken  place  in  Candia,  and  that  the  Turks 
and  Christians  had  joined  against  the  Egyptians, 
and  driven  them  from  the  island.  An  attempt  to 
murder  the  minister  of  justice.  Bailees,  had  been 
made  in  Athens  by  twoindividuals  supposed  to  have 
come  for  the  purpose  from  the  island  of  Hydra. 

Letters  f-orn  St.  Petersburgh  of  the  31st  ult.  stale 
that  a disastrous  fire  broke  out  in  the  night  of  the 
28th  at  Nerichta.  The  town  house,  several  other 
public  edifices,  and  about  180  private  houses  were 
reduced  to  ashes.  The  emperor  hastened  to  forward 
10,000  roubles  to  the  sufferers. 

PERSIA. 

Accounts  of  the  21st  of  September,  from  Tabriz, 
were  said  to  have  reached  Constantinople,  according 
to  which  Mr.  M’Neil  was  still  in  the  former  town. 
It  was  aijded  that  the  siege  of  Herat  had  not  been 
raised,  and  that  the  relations  between  the  Persian 
ministry  and  the  British  legation,  notwithstanding 
ail  that  had  been  published  of  their  renewal  on  a 
more  intimate  footing,  were  still  in  a most  precarious 
state. 

FRANCE. 

Paris,  Nov.  17.  Five  per  cents,  closed  at  lllf. 
Threes,  S3f. 

The  ships  of  war  appointed  to  bring  back  to  France 
the  French  garrison  of  Acona,  sailed  from  Toulon 
on  the  morning  of  the  12th. 

M.  Missiessy,  who  arrived  at  Pauillac  on  the  10th 
with  the  Beregere  corvette,  has  been  ordered  by  the 
telegraph  to  sail  for  Brest,  where  a court-martial 
was  to  try  the  sailors  of  the  Alexandre  merchant- 
man, charged  with  barratry,  brought  from  New  York 
on  board  that  vessel. 

The  Paris  Journal  General  asserts  that  ministers 
have  abandoned  their  opinions  relative  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  five  per  cents.,  and  are  framing  a bilf  for 
that  measure,  to  be  brought  forward  next  session. 

BELGIUM. 

An  article  in  the  Commerce  states  positively  that 
the  London  conference  were  unanimous  in  decreeing 
that  no  alteration  be  made  in  the  treaty  of  the  24  ar- 
ticles, but  that  the  French  minister  had  induced  a 
delay  in  the  execution  of  the  measure  until  alter  the 
French  chambers  should  have  assembled,  “as  they 
would  have  sufficient  unpopular  matter  to  reply  to 
without  their  consent  to  the  dismemberment  of  Bel- 
gium.” The  Commerce  states  further,  “ that  Prus- 
sia is  charged  with  enforcing  the  treaty,  and  that 
preparatory  to  it  a large  Prussian  force  was  being 
concentrated  in  the  Rhenish  provinces,  under  the 
pretext  that  disturbances  were  apprehended  about 
the  Cologne  affair.” 

The  Catholic  parly  in  Belgium  are  stated  by  a 
correspondent  of  the  Journal  General,  to  be  making 
serious  preparations  for  an  armed  resistance  to  the 
execution  of  the  24  articles,  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
the  division  of  the  Belgian  territory. 

SPAIN. 

London,  Nov.  19.  Madrid  journals  and  corres- 
pondence to  the  10th  instant  inclusive,  have  reached 
us  by  the  usual  express. 

The  opening  of  the  session,  the  speech  from  the 
throne,  and  the  paragraphs  in  it  relative  to  the  de- 
mand of  a mediation  of  the  friendly  powers,  and  to 
the  projected  alterations  of  the  law  respecting  the 
press  and  the  national  guard,  were  the  principal 
topics  of  conversation  in  the  Spanish  capital,  and  of 
comment  in  the  newspapers. 

The  chamber  of  deputies  proceeded  on  the  9th  to 
the  appointment  of  its  president,  vice  president,  and 
other  officers.  There  were  129  members  in  attend- 
ance. M.  Isturiz  having  obtained  68  votes  was  pro- 
claimed president.  The  candidate  of  the  minority, 
M.  Zumalacarregui,  had  55  votes. 

The  opposition  in  the  chamber  of  deputies  had 
completely  failed  in  returning  from  their  ranks  a 
single  officer  of  the  house. 

The  election  of  M.  Isturiz  to  the  presidency  of 
the  chamber,  had  alarmed  the  Exaitaldo  party, 
who  naturally  inferred  that  the  next  elevation  would 
be  to  the  presidency,  of  the  counci!. 

General  Espartero  had  forwarded  to  the  queen,  by 
his  aid-de-camp,  colonel  Laboche,  another  memorial, 


in  which  he  protested  most  energetically  against  the 
decree  for  the  creation  of  an  army  of  reserve  of 
40,000  men,  and  attacked  general  Navarez,  (whom 
he  charged  with  ambition,)  the  moderate  party  and 
the  government  itself. 

London,  Nov.  19.  The  accounts  received  from 
Madrid  are  stili  of  an  unfavorable  nature.  Esparte- 
ro appears  jealous  of  the  favors  conferred  on  Na- 
varez, and  the  large  army  of  reserve  which  he  is  ap- 
pointed to  command. 

Cotton  markets.  Liverpool,  Nov.  19.  We  have 
again  to  report  another  week  of  animation  in  our 
cotton  market.  The  increased  demand  for  goods, 
together  with  the  improvement  in  yarns  at  Manches- 
ter having  given  confidence  to  the  trades  in  their 
purchases;  and  of  46,610  bales  reported  as  sold  the 
week  ending  the  16th  inst.  36,360  bales  were  to  the 
trade  alone,  the  remainder  chiefly  on  speculation; 
and  the  inquiry  since  continues  on  the  same  exten- 
sive scale.  Our  quotations,  however,  though  look- 
ing up,  are  without  any  decided  advance  except  in 
Brazils,  which  have  atlracted  more  attention,  owing 
to  their  comparative  low  value. 

The  export  trade  of  the  United  States  has  increas- 
ed very  much  within  the  last  week  or  two,  and  it  is 
understood  that  the  manufacturers  are  generally  ac- 
tively engaged  with  American  orders.  The  trans- 
actions in  Tobacco  are  not  extensive,  but  full  prices 
continue  to  be  paid.  Turpentine  supported  at  an 
advance  of  3d  to  6d  per  cwt.  4500  barrels  have 
changed  hands  at  1 Is  9d  to  12s  8d  per  cwt.  Nothing 
new  in  bonded  grain. 

P.  S.  The  sales  of  cotton  on  Saturday,  17th,  were 
4000  bags,  and  to-day  5000  bags  at  previous  prices; 
a considerable  proportion  Brazil. 

Havre,  November  14.  Our  cotton  sales  this  day 
amounted  to  608  bales  of  all  descriptions,  and  yes- 
terday 294  do.  do.  at  from  80  to  103  francs,  accord- 
ing to  quality,  and  the  market  remains  firm.  Indigo 
is  very  much  in  request,  so  that  within  the  last  few 
days  159  chests  Bengal  were  readily  disposed  of  at 
from  9 francs  80c  to  12  francs  30. 


ABOLITION— MR.  ATHERTON’S  RESOLU- 
TIONS. 

Mr.  Atherton’s  resolutions  were  submitted  to  the 
house  of  representatives  on  the  11th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, ult.  On  the  14th  of  the  same  month,  the  fol- 
lowing set  of  resolutions,  adopted  at  a meeting  of 
the  republican  members  of  congress,  held  on  Satur- 
day night  the  8th  ult.  appeared  in  the  Charleston 
Mercury.  A comparison  of  the  two  sets  will  show 
in  what  respects  they  differ. 

From  the  Charleston  Mercurp  of  December  14,  1838. 

From  Washington.  We  publish  below  a copy 
of  a set  of  resolutions  adopted  at  a meeting  of  repub- 
lican members  of  congress  on  Saturday'  night,  the 
8th  inst.  They  were  lo  have  been  presented  to  the 
house  on  the  Monday  following,  by  Mr.  Atherton,  of 
New  Hampshire;  but,  as  we  learn  by  a subsequent 
letter,  they  were  deferred.  It  is  very  much  to  be 
hoped  that  the  adoption  of  them  will  not  be  put  off. 
It  would  be  a step  on  firm  earth,  such  a step  as  alone 
can  secure  any  sincere  confidence  between  the 
norlhern  and  southern  members,  at  a time  when  ab- 
olition has  just  been  adopted  as  one  of  the  leading 
features  of  a great  political  party.  The  resolutions 
are  admirably  fitted  to  the  emergency,  and  if  they 
are  not  carried,  it  will  go  far  in  the  south  to  destroy 
all  confidence  in  any  set  of  men  who  suffer  coward- 
ice, treachery  or  irresolution,  -to  sway  them  from 
their  duty  to  their  country. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  government  is  a government 
of  limited  powers,  and  that  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  congress  has  no  jurisdiction  whatever 
over  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  several  states  of  the 
confederacy. 

2.  Resolved,  That  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  territories  of  the 
United  States,  and  against  the  removal  of  slaves  from 
one  state  to  another,  are  intended  to  effect  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  several  states,  and  thus,  indirectly', 
to  destroy  that  institution  within  their  limits. 

3.  Resolved,  That  congre.-s  has  no  right  to  do  that  in- 
directly, which  it  cannot  do  directly,  and  that  the  agi- 
tation of  the  subject  of  slavery,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, or  in  the  territories,  or  in  any  manner,  with  the 
view  of  disturbing,  or  overthrowing  that  institution  in 
the  several  states,  is  equally  unconstitutional,  and  be- 
yond its  legislative  competency. 

4.  Resolved  also,  That  the  constitution  rests  on  the 
broad  principles  of  equality  among  the  members  of  the 
confederacy, and  thalcongressin  the  exercise  ofacknow- 
ledged  powers,'  has  no  right  to  discriminate,  between 
the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  states  and  another, 
with  a view  of  abolishing  the  one,  and  promoting  the 
other. 

5.  Resolved  therefore , That  all  attempts  on  the  part  of 
congress,  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
or  in  the  territories,  or  to  regulate  the  removal  of  slaves 
from  state  to  stale,  or  to  discriminate  betw  een  tile  insti- 
tutions of  one  portion  of  the  confederacy  and  another, 
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with  the  views  aforesaid,  are  in  violation  of  the  consti- 
tution, destructive  of  the  fundamental  principle  on 
which  the  union  of  these  states  rests,  and  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  congress;  and  that  as  such,  no  petition, 
memorial,  resolution,  proposition  or  paper,  touching  or 
relating  in  any  way,  or  to  any  extent  whatever  to  slave- 
ry as  aforesaid,  or  to  the  abolition  thereof,  shall  be  en- 
tertained, or  considered  by  this  house,  but  on  the  pre- 
sentation thereof,  shall,  without  beina;  read,  debated, 
printed  or  referred,  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  no  further 
action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon. 

LETTER  FROM  DR.  DUNCAN,  OF  OHIO. 

Montgomery,  Hamilton  county,  > 
September,  15  1838.  $ 

Gentlemen:  On  my  return  home,  after  an  ab- 
sence of  nearly  two  weeks,  I found  upon  my  table 
a letter  containing  the  following  questions  pro- 
pounded to  me.  Recognizing,  as  I do,  the  right  on 
your  part  to  interrogate  me,  or  any  other  person 
who  is  asking  office  at  your  hands,  on  any  and  all 
questions  which  may  be  involved  in  the  exercise  of 
my  or  their  official  duty,  should  you  see  proper  to 
bestow  that  office;  and  believing  this  call  to  be  made 
from  pure,  friendly,  and  conscientious  motives,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  promptly  answering  all  your 
questions,  so  far  as  I am  prepared  to  answer. 

Question  1st.  “Do  you  believe  that  congress 
should  maintain,  unabridged,  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple to  petition  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia?” 

Answer.  I do.  The.  right  of  petition  is  secured 
by  the  constitution  of  the  people,  and  is  inviolate — 
and  the  constitution  itself  answers  your  question  in 
plain  and  unequivocal  language.  The  people  have 
a natural,  political  and  constitutional  right  to  peti- 
tion congress  for  every  thing  not  forbidden  by  the 
constitution.  Every  thing  which  is  the  legitimate 
subject  of  legislation  the  people  have  a right  to  pe- 
tition for,  and  of  this  they  are  and  of  right  ought  to 
be  the  judges.  The  representative  who  would  ar- 
rogate to  himself  the  right  of  dictating  to  his  con- 
stituents for  what  they'  should  petition,  would  virtu- 
ally violate  theconstitution,  and  would  be  unworthy 
a seat  in  any  representative  body.  So  long  as  I 
have  a seat  in  congress,  I will  receive  and  present 
abolition,  and  all  other  kinds  of  petitions,  proper  to 
be  presented.  I will  also  move  their  reference  to  the 
appropriate  committees,  and  do  whatever  else  may 
be  proper  to  be  done,  to  bring  the  subject  matter 
before  the  body  in  which  I may  have  a seat,  for  its 
regular  action.  This  far  I would  consider  it  my  un- 
avoidable duty;  but  as  I am  not  interrogated  as  to 
the  balance  of  my  duty,  it  is  not  expected  that  I 
should  answer. 

Question  2d.  “Are  you  opposed  to  the  admission 
of  any  new  state  into  the  Federal  Union,  whose  con- 
stitution tolerates  slavery?” 

Answer.  I am. 

Question  3d.  “Is  it  in  your  opinion  the  constitu 
tional  right  and  the  duty  of  congress,  to  abolish 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia?” 

I regret  to  say  that  I am  neither  prepared  nor  quali- 
fied to  answer  this  question,  either  to  my  own  satis- 
faction, or  that  of  others.  The  question  is  consti- 
tutional in  its  character,  and  requires  a purely  con- 
stitutional answer.  It  involves  no  question  of  ex- 
pediency or  propriety,  nor  will  it  admit  of  such  an 
answer,  or  the  task  of  answering  would  bean  easier 
one. 

If  it  were  the  duty  of  congress  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  congress  would  have 
the  right  to  do  so,  because  there  must  reside  a right, 
somewhere  to  do  what  ought  to  be  done.  All  moral 
duties  ought  to  be  performed;  but  not  “e  converso,” 
with  regard  to  the  constitution.  There  may  be 
constitutional  powers  vested  in  congress,  which  it 
might  be  unwise  and  impolitic  to  carry  into  prac- 
tice. I am  not  prepared  to  say  that  congress  has 
not  the  constitutional  right  to  abolish  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The 
constitution  is  silent  on  the  subject  of  slavery;  this 
is  a curious  fact,  and  but  for  another  fact,  viz:  that 
some  of  the  states  have  abolished  slavery  within 
their  limits,  I might  be  led  to  conclude  thatcongress 
has  no  such  power.  It  is  a fundamental  principle 
with  me,  and  I believe  it  is  so  with  the  democratic 
party,  that  congress  can  exercise  no  power  except 
what  is  expressly  authorized  by  the  constitution, 
while  the. state  authorities  can  exercise  all  powers, 
(not  morally  wrong,)  which  are  not  prohibited  bv 
the  constitution.  So  much  for  the  constitutional 
authority  of  the  federal  and  state  governments. 

But  does  not  congress  act  in  the  double  capacity 
of  a federal  legislature  and  a state  legislature? 
In  the  first  instance,  as  when  it  legislates  for  the 
Union  on  national  questions  and  for  national  pur- 
poses, and  in  the  second  instance,  as  when  it  lays 
off  its  national  character,  and  resolves  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  upon  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia? In  this  last  capacity,  has  congress  not  the 


same  power  over  the  territory  composing  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  that  the  state  legislatures  have 
Over  the  territory  composing  their  respective  states? 
I am  not  in  possession  of  the  deed  of  cession,  by 
which  the  District  of  Columbia  was  transferred  to 
the  federal  government;  nor  am  I in  possession  ol 
the  original  colonial  charters,  by  which  Maryland 
and  Virginia  were  established.  I do  not  know 
what  provisions  each  may  have  contained  with  re- 
ference to  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  in  each  of  the 
colonies.  But  whatever  their  political  rights,  and 
whatever  the  rights  of  private  individuals  might 
have  been  in  regard  to  slavery,  and  the  domestic  or 
inland  slave-trade  which  were  .claimed  under  them, 
I believe  they  were  reserved  and  secured  after  the 
American  revolution;  and  in  the  formation  of  the 
federal  constitution  they  were  recognized;  or  per- 
haps it  is  more  proper  to  say  that  the  institutions  of 
slavery  in  the  states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  were 
left  undisturbed  by  the  revolution  and  the  forma- 
tion of  the  federal  constitution.  So  that  if  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution 
to  expressly  warrant  slavery,  they  were  disposed, 
by  way  of  compromise,  to  effect  and  secure  the 
great  purposes  of  the  Union,  to  tolerate  it,  or  leave 
it  just  as  they  found  it.  Now  a question  comes 
up.  In  making  the  cession  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment of  the  territory  composing  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, together  with  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
(legislative  and  judicial)  over  that  territory,  could 
the  legislatures  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  confer 
any  other  power  upon  the  federal  government  over 
the  personal  property  and  real  estates  of  those  who 
resided  within  the  territory  thus  ceded,  than  what 
they  possessed  over  the  property  of  the  citizens  be- 
fore the  cession  was  made?  Or,  in  other  words,  did 
the  federal  government  acquire  any  more  power 
over  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  than  the  governments  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia  had  when  they  made  the  cession?  I pre- 
sume this  will  not  be  contended  for.  If  this  be 
true,  then  congress  has  no  more  power  over  slavery 
and  the  domestic  or  inland  slave-trade  within' the 
District  of  Columbia,  than  had  the  legislatures  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia  before  the  cession  was 
made.  What  that  power  was  I am  unable  to  say, 
for  I have  neither  their  colonial  charters,  nor  their 
state  constitutions.  I suppose,  however,  that  the 
3tates  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  have  the  same 
power  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave-trade 
that  the  other  states  possessed  who  have  rid  them- 
selves of  slavery;  and  if  so,  congress  has  the  same 
power,  for  it  succeeded  to  all  the  powers  that  they 
had  at  the  time  the  cession  was  made.  I mean 
to  say  that  congress  has  the  same  power  over  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  the  citizens  and  property 
thereof,  that  the  legislatures  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land had  over  the  citizens  and  property  of  their  re- 
spective states.  But  next,  in  what  consisted  that 
power  by  which  the  free  states  abolished  slavery 
within  their  limits?  "Was  it  by  a provision  or  re- 
servation of  power  in  the  original  colonial  charters, 
or  in  their  state  constitutions?  Or  was  the  power 
exercised  in  conformity  with  the  will,  approbation, 
or  desire  of  the  people  expressed  through  the  ballot 
boxes?  This  by  me  must  go  unanswered,  for  I am 
not  in  possession  of  the  means  of  information.  If 
there  existed  neither  charter  nor  constitutional 
power  to  authorize  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade  in  those  states  where  slavery  has  been 
abolished,  (and  any  provision  in  a colonial  charter 
must  have  been  recognized  by  the  constitution,  if 
there  was  a constitution,*)  then  the  power  must 
have  emanated  directly  from  the  ppople.  Such  be- 
ing the  case,  the  same  power  now  exists  as  applied 
to  the  slave  states  and  to  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
The  work  must  be  directed  by  the  people — it  must 
be  the  work  of  the  people;  for  nothing  short  of  a 
majority  of  their  voices  would  warrant  the  passage 
of  a law  which  could  constitutionally  affect  their 
property  in  their  slaves.  Theconstitution  secures 
in  direct  terms  to  every  citizen  in  the  United  States 
inviolate,  the  benefit  of  bis  contracts  and  the  peacea- 
ble possession  of  his  property,  except  that  it  should 
be  necessarily  condemned  for  the  public  use,  and 
then  the  public  is  bound  to  pay  him  a fair  and  full 
compensation  for  it. 

The  moral  thought  maybe  horrible  that  one  man 
should  hold  property  in  another — should  hold  him 
involuntarily  in  unlimited  slavery  and  unconditional 
bondage  in  this  land  of  liberty  and  of  laws,  whose 
fundamental  principles  and  whose  constitution  re- 
cognise all  men  on  a political  equality.  We  have 
legal  fictions — they  appear  to  be  ridiculous;  but  po- 
litical fictions  seem  to  be  superlatively  ridiculous, 
when  they  serve  to  keep  nearly  three  millions  of  the 
human  race  within  the  borders  of  this  happy  ami 
free  republic  in  unconditional  slavery  and  involun- 

*1  believe  there  are  one  or  two  of  the  states  which 
have  no  constitution. 


tary  bondage.  I say ’such  a thought  may  be  horri- 
ble to  the  philanthropist,  and  big  with  fraud,  crime, 
and  iniquity;  but  we  must  take  things  sometimes  in 
this  world  as  we  find  them;  they  are  not  as  we  would 
like  to  have  them. 

I regret  that  I am  not  prepared  to  give  a definite 
answer  to  your  third  question.  It  is  one  which  le- 
quires  careful,  deliberate,  and  patient  investigation, 
and  the  only  apology  I have  for  not  being  better 
prepared  to  answer  your  interrogatory  is,  that  it  has 
never  been  my  duty  to  act  officially  upon  the  sub- 
ject; when  that  time  shall  come,  I will  be  at  my  post 
and  prepared,  as  well  as  I am  capable  and  suscepti- 
ble of  preparation,  and  will  try  to  discharge  my  duty 
with  reference  to  what  I suppose  to  be  for  the  best 
interests  of  my  country,  and  to  the  support  of  the 
constitution. 

I have  stated  that  I am  not  prepared  to  give  you 
a definite  answer  to  your  third  interrogatory.  This 
may  be  construed  into  a wish  to  dodge  the  question — 
not  so;  and  to  avoid  such  a supposition  or  construc- 
tion, I will  show  you  that  I am  not  entirely  without 
opinion  on  this  important  subject,  nor  have  I any 
hesitation  in  expressing  that  opinion  at  all  times,  so 
far  as  I have  made  it  up. 

There  is  no  man  living,  perhaps,  who  is  more 
deadly  hostile  to  slavery  than  I am.  My  feelings, 
my  education,  the  circumstances  that  have  surround- 
ed me  through  life,  together  with  my  principles  of 
what  I believe  to  constitute  the  natural  and  political 
rights  of  man — all  conspire  to  make  me  abhor  it  as 
one  ot  the  greatest  evils  that  exists  on  the  face  of 
the  earth.  Yes,  greater  in  its  moral  effects  and  cor- 
rupting tendencies  than  all  other  human  evils  put  to- 
gether. It  is  not  only  a moral  and  political  evil 
within  itself,  or  intrinsically  so  of  the  darkest  and 
most  damning  character,  but  in  all  its  bearings  and 
effects  calculated  to  produce  the  most  fatal  effects  on 
both  the  moral  and  the  political  institutions  of  our 
country.  It  is  an  evil  that  has,  does  now',  and  will 
in  all  time  to  come  while  it  exists,  involve  in  it,  as 
well  in  its  present  possession  as  in  its  future  ope- 
rations, crime,  fraud,  theft,  robbery,  murder,  and 
death.  For  the  truth  of  what  I say  as  to  its  present 
effects  upon  the  institutions  of  our  country,  1 have 
only  to  refer  ymu  to  a view  of  the  slave  states  in  our 
Union,  and  a comparison  between  the  relative  con- 
dition of  the  improvements  of  them  and  the  free 
states.  You  see  the  free  states  happy  and  flourish- 
ing, to  the  admiration  and  astonishment  of  all  who 
see  them.  Public  improvements  and  private  pros- 
perity are  swift  and  head  and  head  in  the  race,  while 
on  the  other  hand  poverty,  lean  and  hungry  sterility, 
and  squalid  wretchedness,  seem  to  cover  the  face  of 
the  laud  in  many  parts  where  slave  institutions  have 
a residence.  Cross  the  line  that  separates  the  free 
from  the  slave  state,  or  stand  upon  it  and  look  across 
the  former:  you  will  see  comparatively  all  life,  all 
happiness,  all  prosperity,  both  public  and  private; 
but  turn  your  eyes  upon  the  latter  and  survey  it: 
every  thing  material,  (except  a few  of  the  wealthy 
proprietors,)  bearing  the  impress  of  poverty  and  di- 
lapidation; all  look  as  if  pestilence  and  famine  had 
been  making  their  sad  innovation.  The  anger  of 
God  and  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  seem  to  rest  upon 
every  thing  upon  which  you  can  cast  your  eyes. 
Every  prospect  seems  to  be  withered  and  wilted  by 
the  frown  and  disapprobation  of  avenging  justice 
and  violated  humanity.  In  short,  almost  every  in- 
stitution, every  prosperity,  public  and  private, seems 
to  be  sickening  and  dying  from  the  corrupting  and 
corroding  effects  of  slavery.  But  the  curse  b'e  on 
the  head  of  those  who  sustain  such  an  institution. 
We  found  it  when  we  found  ourselves  in  possession 
of  our  new,  our  free,  and  our  independent  (free  and 
independent  of  other  powers)  government. 

We  have  neither  share  nor  lot  in  either  (he  bene- 
fits or  the  crimes  of  slavery.  It  was  tolerated  by  our 
ancestors  at  the  formation  of  the  government  and  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  to  secure  and  perpetu- 
ate our  independence,  which  had  cost  so  much  blood, 
so  much  treasure,  and  so  much  toil.  The  toleration 
of  slavery  was  one  of  the  conditions  upon  which  the 
slave  states  agreed  to  enter  into  the  confederation 
and  to  adopt  the  constitution;  and  to  disturb  the 
question  now,  contrary  to  their  wish,  and  in  the  face 
of  their  approbation,  is  in  some  degree  to  violate  the 
consfitution  upon  which  the  federal  government  was 
established,  and  if  persisted  in  may  greatly  endan- 
ger our  happy  Union.  It  would  be  arrogance  in  me, 
and  show  a great  want  of  generosity  and  liberality, 
to  hesitate  for  a moment  to  believe  that  in  the  great- 
er number  of  cases  the  spirit  of  abolitionism  flows 
from  any  other  than  the  purest  fountains  of  charity 
and  humanity.  I believe  that  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  those  who  are  zealously  supporting  the  ab- 
olition cause  are  governed  by  no  other  than  a wish 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  and  the  purest 
principles  of  humanity;  yet  I have  not  been  able  to 
concur  in  abolitionism;  I have  thought,  and  do  think, 
that  it  is  a mistaken  philanthropy,  and  I would  fear 
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the  effects  of  abolitionism,  even  if  there  were  no 
constitutional  objections,  or  violation  of  personal  or 
state  rights,  in  carrying  out  the  system.  I fear  the 
effects  would  be  more  fatal  to  the  unhappy  and  un- 
fortunate African  than  even  slavery  itself.  Nor  can 
I help  fearing  some  fatal  consequences  from  the 
continuation  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade.  The 
Grecian  helots  ruled  their  masters  with  a rod  of  iron, 
and  all  history  is  false  if  slavery  does  not  eventually 
work  out  its  own  salvation,  anil  perhaps  with  a fear- 
ful waking  up.  I have  ever  been  in  favor  of  the 
colonization  plan  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
slavery,  and  of  finally  abolishing  it  within  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  process  may  be  tedious,  but  it  will 
be  safe,  and  if  there  is  no  new  acquisition  of  slave 
territory  to  the  Union,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  hu- 
mane and  glorious  undertaking  may  be  some  day 
consummated. 

Many  of  the  feelings  I have  expressed  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  are  not  selfish,  or  those  of  my  own; 
they  may  be  safely  said  to  be  the  feelings  of  those 
who  are  born  and  reared  in  the  free  states,  and  un- 
der the  blessings  and  influence  of  our  free  institu- 
tions; nor  are  those  opinions  confined  to  the  people 
of  the  free  states — they  are  entertained  by  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  intelligent,  virtuous, wealthy, 
and  patriotic  citizens  of  the  slate  states,  and  many 
of  the  slaveholders  themselves  see  the  withering 
and  blighting  effects  of  slavery,  and  would  gladly 
rid  themselves  of  their  slaves,  and  their  states  of 
slavery,  if  they  could  do  it  without  doing  injustice 
and  violence  to  the  community,  and  an  injury  to 
their  slaves. 

Gentlemen,  these  answers  and  these  opinions 
have  been  drawn  up  in  great  haste,  and  with  but 
little  consideration  or  time  for  reflection.  Please 
excuse  their  imperfections,  and  believe  me  to  be 
yours,  with  high  esteem. 

A.  DUNCAN. 

To  Messrs.  James  Ludlow,  Wm.  Cary,  N.  S. 
Schooley,  Alex.  Pendery,  A.  F.  Williams,  J.  C. 
Gib6ons,  Jno.  Boggs,  J.  W.  Sellers,  A.  Aten,  R. 
£.  Price,  Peter  Perlie,  B.  Bassett,  J.  F.  Leadman, 
J.  C.  Clopper,  D.  Raymond,  B.  Bonnell,  E.  S. 
Close,  John  Lincoln,  and  Isaac  Brower. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  following  resolutions  introduced  by  Mr. 
Rayner  into  the  house  of  commons  on  the  4th  ult., 
passed  that  body  on  the  21st  ult.,  and  the  senate  on 
the  27th.  The  proceedings  thereon  in  both  branches 
are  appended. 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  a great  crisis  has  arrived  in 
the  political  history  of  our  country,  on  the  issue  of  which 
we  conceive  the  satety  of  our  free  institutions  to  de- 
pend; and  whereas,  we  consider  it  our  bounden  duty,  as 
the  representatives  of  the  freemen  of  North  Carolina,  to 
express  in  calm  and  dispassionate  language  our  opinions 
on  the  great  questions  which  have  been  for  some  time, 
and  some  of  which  still  are  agitating  the  public  mind: 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  this  general  assembly  do 
condemn,  in  the  most  decided  manner,  that  act  of  the 
senate  of  the  United  States,  expunging  the  records  of 
that  body,  as  a palpable  violation  of  the  plain  letter  of  the 
constitution,  and  as  an  act  of  party  servility  calculated 
to  degrade  the  character  of  the  senate. 

Resolved,  That  resolutions  ought  to  be  passed  by  the 
senate  of  the  United  States  condemnatory  of  that  act, 
and  rescinding  the  resolutions  authorizing  it  to  be 
done. 

Resolved,  That  this  general  assembly  do  consider  the 
sub-treasury  system,  which  this  administration  is  en- 
deavoring to  establish,  as  another  item  in  that  series  of 
fatal  experiments  of  this  and  the  past  administrations, 
which  are  the  main  source  of  that  derangement  of  the 
currency  and  prostration  of  commercial  credit,  which 
has  been  so  severely  felt  of  late  in  every  branch  of  in- 
dustry, and  which  if  suffered  to  become  a law,  will,  by 
its  tendency  to  augment  executive  power,  to  unite  the 
purse  and  the  sword  in  the  bands  of  the  executive,  and 
to  destroy  the  credit  system  by  the  exaction  of  specie 
in  the  government  dues,  ultimately  change  the  real 
character  of  our  government,  and  place  in  peril  the 
liberties  of  our  country. 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  as  the  common  property  of  all  the  states, 
and  that  we  therefore  condemn  the  late  act  of  congress, 
allowing  settlers  on  the  public  lands  the  right  ol  pre- 
emption at  the  minimum  price,  as  an  act  of  gross  in- 
justise  to  the  old  states  which  originally  ceded  them,  or 
who  contributed  a common  fund  for  their  purchase. 

Resolved,  That  we  believe  that  the  most  proper  and 
equitable  disposition  of  the  public  domain,  is  to  divide 
the  proceeds  arising  from  their  sales  among  the  several 
atates  of  the  Union,  according  to  the  ratio  of  their  fed- 
eral population. 

Resolved,  That  we  do  most  solemnly  protest  against 
the  wasteful  extravagance  of  the  present  administration, 
and  their  profligate  expenditures  of  the  public  money, 
which  not  only  creates  a demand  for  heavy  taxation  in 
order  to  meet  the  exorbitant  appropriations  of  the  gen- 
eral government,  but  which  tends  to  the  corruption  of 
the  public  morals  and  the  degradation  of  the  national 
character. 

Resolved,  That  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  exe- 
cutive department  of  the  federal  government  have  in- 


creased to  an  alarming  extent,  and  ought  to  he  dimin- 
ished. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  congress  will  repre- 
sent the  wishes  of  a majority  of  the  people  of  this  state, 
by  voting  to  carry  out  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  tins  slate  he  requested 
to  forward  a copy  of  these  resolutions  to  each  of  our 
senators  in  congress,  with  a request  that  they  lay  them 
before  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and  one  to  each 
of  the  governors  of  the  several  states  of  the.  Union,  with 
a request  that  they  lay  them  before  their  respective  le- 
gislatures. 

Proceedings  of  the  house  of  commons  on  Mr.  Ray- 
_ ner's  resolutions. 

Friday,  Dec.  21, 1833.  The  house,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Rayner,  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tions heretofore  submitted  by  him. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Miller,  of  Burke,  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  the  resolutions  to  the  house 
without  amendment.  Mr.  Ifoke  then  concluded 
his  speech,  begun  in  committee  of  the  whole.  The 
question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions, 

Mr.  Hoke  moved  to  amend  the  fifth  in  tile  series, 
(which  proposes  a division  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands,)  by  adding  the  following:  “Pro- 
vided, nevertheless,  that  the  said  distribution 
should  not  render  necessary  an  increase  of  the  tax- 
es or  tariff.” 

Messrs.  Rayner,  Boyden,  and  Waddell  appealed 
to  the  party  with  which  they  acted,  to  vote  down 
any  and  every  amendment  offered.  If  gentlemen, 
said  they,  desire  an  expression  of  opinion  on  any 
subject,  let  them  bring  forward  a substantive  pro- 
position, and  we  will  meet  them. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  amendment 
rejected. 

Mr.  Hoke  moved  to  amend  the  resolutions,  by 
inserting  the  following  as  a distinct  resolution  be- 
tween the  3d  and  4th,  viz  : 

“ Resolved , That  the  public  revenue  is  collected  from 
the  people  for  the  support  of  government,  and  not  for 
the  accommodation  of  banks,  and  the  public  funds 
ought  not  to  he  loaned  out  and  used  by  banks.” 

Mr.  Paine  commenced  a speech  against  the 
amendment,  but  occasionally  wandering  into  a dis- 
cussion of  the  merits  of  the  subject;  he  was  repeat- 
edly interrupted  by  questions  of  order,  and  finally 
took  his  seat. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  this  resolution 
was  decided  in  tfie  negative,  (53  to  56.  As  this  was 
uniformly  the  state  of  the  vote  on  every  subsequent 
test  proposition,  we  here  insert  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  refer  the  reader  to  them,  to  ascertain  how  indi- 
vidual members  voted  on  each  distinct  proposition: 

For  the  amendment,  Messrs.  Amis,  Baker, 
Barksdale,  Barnes,  Bedford,  James  Blount,  Boger, 
Brasswell,  Brogden,  Bryan,  G.  W.  Caldwell,  Card- 
well,  Chambers,  Daniel, Davis,  Eaton,  Caleb  Irwin, 
Gwynn,  Hester,  Hoke,  Holland,  Hollingsworth, 
Howerton,  Jarman,  Robert  Jones,  Killian,  Larkins, 
Mangum,  Massey,  James  T.  Miller,  Munday, 
McNeill,  Nye,  Orr,  Perkins,  Pollock,  Rand,  Jas. 
R.  Rayner,  Read,  Roebuck,  Siler,  Sims,  Sloan, 
Stafford,  Stallings,  Stokard,  Sullivan,  Ta\  lor,  Tom- 
linson, Troflinger,  Tuton,  Walker,  Whitaker,  Wil- 
cox, S.  A.  Williams,  W.  P.  Williams — 56. 

Against  the  amendment,  Messrs.  Beall,  Bell, 
Blalock,  W.  A.  Blount,  Bond,  Boyden,  Brittain, 
Brummcll,  Burgess,  Joseph  P.  Caidwell,  Carson, 
Clegg,  Clement,  Covington,  Crawford,  Doak,  Dun- 
lap, Ellington,  E.  J.  Erwin,  Faison,  Farrow,  Fore- 
man, Gilliam,  Gorham,  Guthrie,  Guyther,  Harris, 
Hill,  Huggins,  Hyman,  PI.  C.  Jones,  Keener,  Lane, 
Lindsay,  Matthews,  E.  P.  Miller,  W.  J.  T.  Miller, 
Mills,  McCleese,  McLaughlin, McLaurin,  McWil- 
liams, Oglesby,  Paine,  Patton,  Peden,  Pemberton, 
Petty,  Puryear,  Proctor,  Kenneth  Rayner,  Robards, 
Rush,  Smith,  David  Thomas,  George  Thomas,  Un- 
derwood, Waddell,  Wadsworth,  James  Williams, 
Wilson,  Winston,  Young — 63. 

Mr.  Hoke  moved  further  to  amend  the  resolutions 
by  adding  to  the  first  in  the  series  (which  condemns 
the  expunging  act)  the  following:  “ Provided,  we 
do  not  mean  hereby  to  condemn  the  patriotic  efforts 
of  our  late  president  against  the  United  States  bank.” 

Mr.  Gilliam  said  it  was  known  to  his  friends 
generally  that  he  was  opposed,  on  constitutional 
grounds,  to  a hank  of  the  United  States,  but  he 
should  choose  his  own  time  and  mode  for  making 
a declaration  of  his  principles.  He  would  not  be 
forced  into' it  by  any  such  system  of  guerilla  war- 
fare, as  the  gentleman  from  Lincoln  seemed  dis- 
posed to  pursue.  He  should  vote  against  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Hoke  replied,  very  good  naturedly,  that  his 
amendment  could  not  be  more  unpalatable  to  the 
gentleman  from  Granville  than  the  resolutions  were 
to  himself;  and  a3  he  could  not  vote  for  them  in 
their  present  shape,  he  was  desirous  of  making 
them  as  little  objectionable  as  possible. 


The  amendment  was  rejected  63  to  56. 

Mr.  Cardwell  moved  to  add  to  the  8th  resolution 
(which  states  that  our  senators  will  represent  the 
wishes  of  a majority  of  the  people  by  voting  to  car- 
ry out  the  foregoing  resolutions)  the  following: 
“And  our  senators  are  hereby  instructed  so  to  do.” 

Mr.  C.  said,  if  the  whigs  meant  to  instruct,  why 
not  do  so  in  plain  terms? 

Mr.  Robards  replied,  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  it,  for  the  gentleman  himself  (Mr.  Cardwell)  had 
stated  in  his  speech  (tie  other  day,  that  the  resolu- 
tions were  so  framed  as  to  have  all  the  binding  force 
of  instructions. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  64  to  54.  (The  dif- 
ference in  the  vote  was  occasioned  by  the  temporary 
absence  of  Mr.  W.  P.  Williams,  and  by  Mr.  Whita- 
ker, of  Halifax  [Van]  voting  with  the  whigs.) 

Mr.  Reid  offered  the  following  amendment,  to 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  8th  resolution:  “Provided, 
we  do  not  intend  to  take  from  our  senators  the  right 
of  independent  thought  and  action  concerning  the 
above  measures.”  Rejected  63  to  56. 

The  question  being  stated  to  be  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolutions,  Mr.  Bedford  called  for  a division  of 
the  question,  and  moved  that  the  question  be  taken 
on  each  resolution  separately,  which  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Bedford  took  the  occasion  to  give  his  reasons 
for  voting  on  the  resolutions,  as  he  should,  and  ex- 
pressed a confident  belief  that  his  constituents  would 
sustain  him. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  first  resolu- 
tion (which  condemns  the  expunge)  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  63  to  56. 

The  question  on  the  second  (which  declares  that 
the  senate  of  the  United  States  ought  to  pass  reso- 
lutions condemnatory  of  the  act)  was  also  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  63  to  56. 

The  3d  resolution  (which  denounces  the  sub- 
treasury  totis  viribus)  was  also  carried  63  to  55 — 
Mr.  Taylor  of  Nash  being  absent. 

Mr.  Orr  called  for  a division  of  the  question  on 
the  4th  resolution.  That  part  of  it  which  declares 
“that  the  public  lands  are  the  common  property  of 
all  the  states”  was  adopted  unanimously.  The  last 
branch  of  the  resolution,  (condemning  the  pre-emp- 
tion act,)  was  adopted  70  to  48— the  following  ad- 
ministration men  voting  for  it,  viz:  Messrs.  Amis, 
Bedford,  Hester,  Rand,  Siler,  Stockard,  Tomlinson 
and  Trollinger. 

The  5th  resolution  (declaring  that  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  should  be  divided  among  the  several 
states  according  to  federal  population)  was  adopted 
67  to  52 — Messrs.  Bedford,  Siler,  Stockard  and  Trol- 
linger (ailrn  ) voting  for  it. 

The  6th  resolution  (denouncing  the  extravagance 
of  the  administration)  was  adopted  64  to  55 — Mr. 
Hester  (adm.)  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

The  7th  resolution  (declaring  that  executive 
patronage  should  be  abridged)  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative  66  to  52 — Messrs.  Bedford,  Siler,  and 
Whitaker  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

The  8th  resolution  (declaring  our  senators  will 
represent  the  wishes  of  the  people  by  voting  to  car- 
ry out  these  resolutions)  was  adopted  63  to  56. 

The  9th  (directing  the  governor  to  forward  the 
resolutions)  was  adopted  63  to  56. 

The  whole  having  been  thus  adopted,  the  house 
adjourned  at  4 o’clock. 

Proceedings  in  the  senate,  December  27,  1838. 

The  senate  then  took  up  for  consideration  the  en.- 
grossed  resolutions,  condemning  the  course  of  our 
senators  in  congress,  which  was  read  the  second 
time;  and  after  considerable  discussion,  without  ar- 
riving at  a decision,  the  senate  adjourned  until  4 
o’clock;  when  the  resolutions  were  again  taken  up. 
Mr.  Edwards  moved  to  strikeout  of  the  first  resolu- 
tion the  words  “and  as  an  act  of  party  servility,  cal- 
culated to  degrade  the  character  of  the  senate;” 
which  was  negatived  25  to  23.  Mr.  Wilson  moved 
an  amendment  “ that  we  do  not  mean  hereby  to 
condemn  the  patriotic  efforts  of  our  late  president 
against  the  United  States  bank;”  which  was  rejected 
25  to  23.  Mr.  Reid  proposed  to  amend,  by  adding 
another  resolution  claiming  the  right  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  instruct;  which  was  rejected  25  to  23.  Mr. 
Reid  proposed  another  amendment,  apprbving  the 
course  of  our  senators  on  the  subject  cf  abolition  pe- 
titions; which  was  rejected  25  to  23.  Mr.  Wilson 
proposed  a resolution  declaring  that  “ the  revenue 
is  collected  from  the  people  for  the  support  of  gov- 
ernment, and  not  for  banking  purposes,  and  no  more 
revenue  ought  to  be  collected  than  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  the  wants  of  the  government;”  which  was 
rejected  25  to  23. 

The  first  resolution,  condemning  the  expunging 
resolution,  and  the  second,  in  favor  of  its  recision, 
passed  25  to  23.  The  third,  condemning  the  sub- 
treasury, passed  24  to  23 — Mr.  Moody  being  tem- 
porarily absent.  The  fourth,  claiming  the  public 
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lands  as  the  common  property  of  the  states,  and 
condemning  the  lute  pre-emption  act  of  congress, 
passed  2G  to  22 — Mr.  Allison  voting  with  the  whigs, 
The  fifth  resolution,  for  dividing  the  proceeds  of  the 
lands  among  the  states,  being  read,  Mr.  Wilson 
moved  this  amendment : provided  the  distribution 

should  not  render  necessary  an  increase  of  the  taxes 
or  tariff;”  which  was  rejected  2-5  to  23.  The  reso- 
lution then  passed  25  to  23 — Mr.  Allison  now  vot- 
ing with  the  administration  part}'.  The  sixth,  pro- 
testing against  the  wasteful  extravagance  of  the  ad- 
ministration, passed  25  to  23.  The  seventh,  declar- 
ing that  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  executive 
ought  to  be  diminished,  passed  25  to  23.  The 
eighth,  declaring  that  our  senators  and  representa- 
tives will  represent  the  wishes  of  a majority  of  the 
people  by  voting  to  carry  out  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions, was  read,  when  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  add 
“ and  they  are  instructed  so  to  do;”  which  was  re- 
jected 25  to  23.  The  resolution  then  passed  25  to 
23. 

Mr.  Wilson  proposed  an  amendment,  that  our 
senators  be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  re- 
quested to  vote  for  a separation  of  the  funds  of  the 
government  from  all  banks;  which  was  rejected  25 
to  23.  The  ninth,  requesting  the  governor  to  trans- 
mit copies,  £cc.  passed  25  to  23-  The  whole  -series 
of  resolutions  then  passed  their  final  reading  by  the 
following  vote;  which  shows  the  state  of  the  votes 
throughout,  except  in  the  instances  mentioned: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Albright,  Biddle,  Carson,  Cherry,  Da- 
vidson, Dockery,  Franklin,  Harper,  Holt,  Jones,  Mel- 
chor,  Moreheadj  Moore,  Moody,  Moye,  Montgomery, 
Myers,  Redding,  Ribelin,  Sharp,  Shepard,  Speed, 
Spruill,  Taylor,  and  Williams,  of  Beapfort — 25. 

Noes — Messrs.  Allison,  Arrington,  Baker,  Bunting, 
Cooper,  Edwards  Etheridge,  Exum,  Fox,  Foy,  of  Ons- 
low," Hawkins,  Henry,  Hill,  Houlder,  Kerr,  Melvin, 
McDiarmid,  Reid,  Reinhardt,  Rabun,  Williams,  of 
Person,  Wilson,  and  Whiiaker — 23. 

Absent — Mr.  Foy,  of  Jones,  (whig.) 

Those  who  participated  in  the  debate,  were 
Messrs.  Edwards,  Reid  and  Cooper  against,  and  Mr. 
Morehead  for,  the  resolutions. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the,  whigs  voted 
throughout  against  the  various  propositions  to  amend 
bytheadver.se  party,  not  so  much  on  account  ol 
hostility  to  the  principles  they  contained,  as  because 
it  was  perfectly  understood  they  were  intended  to 
embarrass  and  divide  their  votes.  It  was  repeatedly 
stated  that  there  was  scarcely  an  amendment  oli'ered 
which  the  whigs  would  not  cordially  support  as  sep 
arate  and  independent  propositions;  but  being  satis- 
fied with  the  resolutions  as  they  stood,  they  could 
not  consent  to  accept  any  amendment  to  them,  with 
whatever  view  offered. 
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Accompanying  the  message  from  the  president  of  the 
United.  Slates,  transmitting  correspondence  between 
the  executive  government  of  the  United  Slates  and 
the  governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

House  of  representatives,  December  19,  1S3S.  Read, 
and  laid  upon  the  table. 


List  of  documents. 

No. 

1. 

Report  from  the 

secretary  of  state. 

No. 

2. 

Do. 

from  the 

secretary  of  the  treasury', 

No. 

3. 

Do. 

from  the 

secretary  of  war. 

No. 

4. 

Do. 

from  the 

secretary  of  the  navy. 

No. 

5. 

Do. 

from  the 

postmaster  general. 

No.  1. 

Department  of  slate,  December  18,  1838. 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
a’ resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
17th  i nst.  requesting  the  president  to  communicate 
to  that  house,  (if  not  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest,)  whether,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session  of  congress,  any  call  has  been  made 
upon  the  executive  department  of  the  government 
by  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania  for  an  armed  force 
of  United  States  troops,  and  what  (official)  corres- 
pondence, if  any,  has  taken  place  between  him  and 
the  governor  of  said  state,  in  relation  to  said  call; 
and  whether  any  arms,  powder,  ball,  or  buckshot,  or 
other  munitions  of  war,  have  been  furnished  by  the 
United  States  to  any  of  the  troops  in  Pennsylvania, 
recently  called  out  by  order  of  the  executive  of  that 
state;  “and  whether  any  officer  of  the  United  States 
instigated  or  participated  in  certain  late  riotous  pro- 
ceedings in  the  state  ot  Pennsylvania,  as  alleged  in 
the  proclamation  of  (lie  governor  of  said  state;  and 
what  measures,  if  any,  the  president  has  taken  to 
investigate  and  punish  the  said  acts;  and  whether 
any  such  officer  still  remains  in  the  service  of  the 
Uni  e 1 States,”  has  the  honor  to  communicate  the 
encloied  copy  of  a letter  addressed  on  the  14th  inst. 
agreeably  to  the  directions  from  the  president  to  the 
marshal  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania.  A 
sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed  for  an  answer  to  said 
letter  to  be  received;  and  the  further  action  of  the 


department  in  the  matter  will  depend  upon  the  facts 
as  they  shall  be  disclosed  by  the  investigation  which 
the  marshal  has  been  directed  to  make. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  Dec.  14,  183S. 

Sir:  I transmit  to  you  au  extract  from  a letter  ad- 
dressed by  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania  to  the 
president,  complaining  of  Ihe  participation  of  one 
of  your  deputies  in  the  late  disturbances  at  Harris- 
burg. It  will  occur  to  you  that  all  acts  on  the  part 
of  officers  of  the  United  States,  calculated  to  afford 
just  grounds  for  such  complaints,  cannot  but  meet 
the  decided  disapprobation  of  the  president;  and  you 
are  desired,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  conduct  of  your 
deputy,-  to  acquaint  yourself  with  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  transaction,  and  report  the  result  of 
your  inquiry  to  this  department. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Samuel  D.  Patterson,  esq. 

Marshal  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern 
district  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,. 

No.  2. 

Treasury  department,  Dec.  18,  1838. 
Sir:  I have  received  from  you  a copy  of  a reso- 
lution, passed  by  the  house  of  representatives  on  the 
17th  instant,  in  which,  among  other  malter,  is  an 
inquiry  “whether  any  officer  of  the  United  States 
instigated  or  participated  in  certain  late  riotous  pro- 
ceedings in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  as  alleged  in 
the  proclamation  of  the  governor  of  said  state;  and 
what  measures,  if  any,  the  president  has  taken  to 
investigate  and  punish  the  said  acts;  and  whether 
any  such  officer  still  remains  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States.” 

I am  not  aware  that  any  officer  connected  with  the 
treasury  department  instigated  or  participated  in  the 
proceedings  referred  to. 

Before  tile  passage  of  the  resolution,  I received  a 
communication  from  you,  inquiring  whether  any 
person  by  the  name  of  Penniman  was  an  officer  of 
the  custom-house  at  Philadelphia;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  had  been  concerned  in  any  of  the  recent  difficul- 
ties at  Harrisburg. 

I immediately  wrote  to  the  collector  at  Philadel- 
phia for  a report  on  the  subject;  but  sufficient  time 
lias  not  yet  elapsed  to  receive  a reply.  Whenever 
one  arrives,  the  result  will  be  submitted  to  your  con- 
sideration; and,  in  the  mean  time,  I would  remark, 
that  no  person  of  that  name  is  known  here  to  be  an 
officer  of  the  custom-house  at  Philadelphia. 

I have  tile  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  yours, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
To  the  president  of  ihe  United  States. 

P.  S.  Since  the  above  letter  was  written,  I have 
received  the  reply  of  the  collector  of  Philadelphia, 
a copy  of  which  is  annexed.  L.  W. 

Custom-house,  Philadelphia,  Dec.  17,  1838. 
Sir:  I am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th 
instant,  enclosing  an  extract  of  one  from  governor 
Ritner,  charging,  among  other  things,  that  — — Pen- 
niman, said  to  be  a custom-house  officer,  is  among 
“the  most  active  leaders  of  the  mob,”  &c.  I have 
the  satisfaction  to  say,  in  reply,  that  Mr.  Penniman 
is  not  now,  nor  has  he  ever  been,  a custom  -house  officer; 
and  that  (here  is  not  now,  nor  has  there  been  at  any 
time  during  the  recent  excitement  at  Harrisburg,  a 
single  custoifi-house  officer,  over  whom  the  collec- 
tor has  the  supervision  or  control,  absent  from  his 
duties  at  this  place.  The  excitement  which  has 
existed,  and  now,  unhappily,  continues  to  exist,  at 
Harrisburg,  having  been  anticipated,  I took  an  early 
opportunity  to  direct  a general  order  to  be  promul- 
gated among  the  officers  of  the  custom-house,  pro- 
hibiting them  from  visiting  the  seat  of  government, 
under  any  pretence  whatever,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  controversy  in  relation  to  the  contested 
seats  of  the  members  of  either  house  of  the  legisla- 
ture; which  order,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  has 
been  literally  and  faithfully  complied  with.  Of  all 
which  his  excellency  governor  Ritner  would  have 
been  most  cheerfully  informed,  if  he  had  condescen- 
ded to  inquire  at  this  office. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WOLF,  collector. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasuny. 

No.  3. 

War  department,  December  18,  1838. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  directions,  I have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  copies  of  docu- 
ments, which  embrace  the  correspondence  with  the 
governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  contain  the  infor- 
mation called  for  in  the  first  clause  of  the  resolu- 


tion of  the  house  of  representatives  of' yesterday’s 
date,  viz: 

A.  A letter  of  captain  E.  V.  Sumner,  command- 

ing the  detachment  of  dragoons  at  Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania,  communicating  a call  of  the  go- 
vernor of  that  state  on  him  for  a military  force, 
and  his  answer. 

B.  Answer  of  this  department  thereto. 

C.  A letter-  and  accompanying  d-oemnents  from  the 

governor,  addressed  to  the  president,  calling 
on  him  to  furnish  a military  force. 

D.  The  answer  of  the  department  thereto. 

E.  The  reply  of  the  governor  to  this  answer. 

F.  The  answer  of  the  department  to  this  reply. 

G.  A second  letter  from  captain  Sumner,  enclosing 

a second  one  from  the  governor  to  him. 

H.  A letter  from  this  department  to  major  Craig,  in 

command  of  the  United  States  arsenal  at  Pitts- 
burg. 

I.  A letter  from  captain  G.  D.  Ramsay,  in  com- 

mand of  the  Frankford  arsenal,  Pennsylvania, 
to  the  colonel  of  ordnance,  stating  that  a re- 
quisition had  been  made  on  him  by  the  gover- 
nor for  fixed  ammunition. 

K.  Letter  from  the  colonel  of  ordnance  to  captain 

Ramsay,  asking  what  stores  had  been  issued 
by  him  in  pursuance  of  the  governor’s  requi- 
sition. 

L.  Reply  of  captain  Ramsay  thereto,  with  an  in- 

voice of  tlie  stores  issued  by  him. 

M.  From  the  colonel  of  ordnance  to  captain  Ram- 
say. 

N.  Letter  from  captain  Ramsay  in  answer. 

O.  From  the  colonel  of  ordnance,  directing  captain 

Ramsay  to  report  in  person  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment. 

In  reply  to  the  second  clause  of  the  resolution,  I 
have  to  state  that  no  officer  of  the  department  has 
“instigated  or  participated  in  the  riotous  proceed- 
ings” referred  to  in  the  resolution. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

A. 

Carlisle  barracks,  Dec.  15,  183S. 
Sir:  I forward  herewith  a letter  that  I have  re- 
ceived from  governor  Ritner,  together  with  my  reply 
to  it. 

I am,  sir,  very  respeclfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
E.  V.  SUMNER, 
Captain  1st  dragoons,  commanding. 

To  brig.  gen.  B.  Jones,  adj.  gen. 

Harrisburg,  Dec.  5,  1838. 
Sir:  An  insurrection  having  broken  out  at  this 
place,  by  which  the  regular  functions  of  the  state 
government  have  been  completely  interrupted,  and 
the  state  capital  thrown  into  the  possession  of  a 
lawless  mob,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  legislature,  I 
hereby  request  you  forthwith  to  march  the  troops  at 
your  command  to  Harrisburg,  for  the  protection  of 
Ihe  constituted  authorities  of  the  commonwealth, 
for  the  suppression  of  the  insurrection,  and  for  the 
preservation  of  our  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment, agreeably  with  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

I am,  sir,  &c.- 

JOSEPIL  RITNER. 

To  captain  Sumner , 

Of  the  U.  S.  dragoons,  stationed  at  Carlisle.  - 
Carlisle  barracks,  Dec.  5,  1838. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  this  date,  and  I hasten  to  reply  to 
it.  As  the  disturbance  at  the  capital  of  this  state 
appears  to  proceed  from  political  differences  alone, 
I do  not  leel  that  it  would  be  proper  for  me  to  in- 
terpose my  command  between  the  parties.  If  this 
riot  proceeded  from  any  other  cause.  I would  offer 
you  the  services  of  my  command  before  you  will 
receive  this  letter. 

I am,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  serv’t, 
E.  V.  SUMNER, 
Capt.  1st  dragoons,  commanding. 
The  hon.  J.  Ritner,  governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

B. 

War  department,  Dec.  8,  1838. 
Sill:  The  department  approves  of  your  reply  to 
the  requisition  of  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania. — 
In  doubtful  cases,  similar  orders  must  be  transmitted 
by  direction  of  the  president  of  the  United  States; 
and,  in  all  cases,  where  the  seat  of  government  is 
near  the  theatre  of  the  disturbance,  the  necessity 
must  be  very  urgent  and  palpable  to  justify  an  offi- 
cer commanding  a detached  post  in  marching  his 
forces  to  repress  an  insurrection,  without  authority 
to  do  so  from  this  department. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Capt.  E.  V.  Sumner,  Carlise,  Pennsylvania. 
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c. 

Harrisburg , (Penn.)  Dec.  7,  1333. 

Sik:  It  is  my  exceedingly  unpleasant  duty  offi- 
cially to  inform  you  that  sucli  a state  of  domestic 
violence  exists  at  this  place  as  has  put  an  end,  for 
the  present,  to  all  the  exercise  of  the  regular  func- 
tions of  the  state  government.  The  senate  of  the 
state  has  been  compelled,  by  intimidation,  to  break 
up  in  confusion.  The  duly  appointed  presiding  of- 
ficer of  the  house  of  representatives  was  prevented 
from  calling  the  house  to  order  at  the  hour  to  which 
it  stood  adjourned,  and  was  ejected  from  the  hall  by 
violence.  The  state  department  is  closed,  and  1 
have  not  deemed  it  safe  or  prudent  to  proceed  to 
the  executive  chamber  since  the  first  disturbance, 
which  took  place  on  the  4th  instant. 

Under  this  state  of  things,  I have  thought  it  ray 
duty  to  the  good  citizens  of  this  commonwealth,  and 
to  law  and  order,  to  lay  the  foregoing  facts  before 
you,  and  to  request  you,  in  accordance  with  the 
fourth  section  ot  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  to  take  measures  to  pro- 
tect this  state  against  the  effects  of  the  domestic 
violence  which  is  now  in  existence. 

f hat  there  may  be  no  doubt  in  your  mind  as  to 
the  propriety  of  your  interference  at  the  present 
moment,  without  an  application  to  the  legislature, 
it  is  only  requisite  to  say  that  l have  been  officially 
informed  that  neither  branch  of  the  legislature  can, 
with  freedom  and  safety,  meet  for  the  transaction  of 
business;  and,  further,  that  though  the  legislature 
of  this  state  annually  convenes  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  December,  I have  not  yet  been  officially  inform- 
ed in  the  usual  manner  of  their  organization.  I 
therefore  do  not  believe  that  the  legislature  can  be 
convened,  or  that  it  is  already  in  session. 

On  yesterday  I made  a formal  application  to  capt. 
E.  V.  Sumner,  commanding  the  United  States  dra- 
goons and  other  forces  at  Carlisle,  for  the  assistance 
of  his  command,  of  which  the  accompanying  pa- 
pers will  exhibit  a copy,  together  with  a copy  of 
his  reply. 

For  the  full  information  of  your  excellency,  I 
enclose  the  copy  of  a proclamation  which  I have 
issued  on  the  occasion,  together  with  a published 
statement  of  the  facts  connected  with  the  riot  in  the 
senate  chamber,  signed  by  a majority  of  the  sena- 
tors, and  the  material  facts  of  which  have  been 
sworn  to  by  the  speaker  and  other  members  of  the 
senate,  and  other  published  documents. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  most  active  leaders 
of  the  mob  are  J.  J.  McCahen,  of  the  Philadelphia 
post  office,  Charles  F.  Muench,  a deputy  marshal 

of  the  eastern'district  of  Pennsylvania,  and 

Penniman,  said  to  be  an  officer  of  the  custom-house 
at  Philadelphia. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  RITNER. 

To  his  excellency  Martin  Van  Buren, 

President  of  the  United  Slates. 

Harrisburg,  Dec.  A,  1838. 

Sir:  A mob  of  lawless  persons  made  an  irrup- 
tion into  the  senate  chamber  during  its  session  this 
afternoon,  threatened  violence  and  bloodshed,  and 
produced  a riot  and  confusion;  overthrowing  all  or- 
der, and  endangering  the  personal  safety  of  the 
members.  The  same  men  assembled  last  night, 
and,  I have  been  informed,  resolved  to  proceed  (o 
violence  unless  the  senate  would  submit  to  their 
will.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  senate  cannot 
assemble  and  deliberate.  I feel  bound  to  make  a 
communicalion  of  these  facts  to  your  excellency, 
in  order  that  you  may  take  such  measures  as  this 
extraordinary  state  of  things  seems  to  demand. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

CPI.  B PENROSE, 
Speaker  of  the  senate. 
Hi3  excellency  Joseph  Ritner. 

Harrisburg,  Dec.  6,  1838. 

I certify  that  the  above  is  a true  copy  of  the  ori- 
ginal. 

J.  WALLACE,  Dep.  Sec. 

[Here  follows  the  proclamation  of  the  governor, 
which,  being  already  before  the  public,  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  reinsert  in  our  pages — see  p.  240.] 

War  department,  Dec.  II,  1838. 

Sir:  The  lelter  addressed  by  your  excellency  (o 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  under  date  of  the 
7th  instant,  was  received  yesterday  morning  and  re- 
ferred to  this  department,  where  it  has  received 
that  respectful  and  earnest  consideration  to  which 
the  high  source  whence  it  emanates,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  entitled  it. 

In  this  communication  your  excellency  informs 
the  president  that  such  a state  of  domestic  violence 
exists  at  Harrisburg  as  to  put  an  end,  for  the  present, 
to  all  the  exercise  of  the  regular  functions  of  the 
state  government,  and  renders  it  yourduty  to  request 
the  president,  in  accordance  with  the  4th  section  of 


the  4th  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
Sta'es,  to  take  measures  to  protect  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, against  the  effects  of  the  domestic  violence 
which  your  excellency  affirms  to  be  there  in  exist- 
ence. 

The  clause  of  the  constitution  to  which  your  ex- 
cellency refers,  and  the  act  passed  in  pursuance 
thereof,  authorize  the  president  to  call  out  the  mili- 
tia only  on  the  application  of  a legislature  of  the 
state,  or  of  the  executive  of  a state,  when  the  legis- 
lature cannot  be  convened.  The  nature  of  the  pie- 
sident’s  duty  being,  therefore,  discretionary,  it  is 
incumbent  upon  him  to  exercise  the  utmost  care  in 
examining  into  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  as 
well  as  to  determine  whether  the  occasion  contem- 
plated by  the  law  has  occurred. 

The  commotion  which  now  threatens  the  peace 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  does  not  ap- 
pear to  rise  from  any  opposition  to  the  laws;  but 
grows  out  of  a political  contest  between  different 
members  of  the  government,  most,  if  not  all,  of  them 
admitted  to  be  the  legal  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple constitutionally  elected,  about  their  relative 
rights,  and  especially  in  reference  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  popular  branch  of  legislature.  To  inter- 
fere in  any  commotion  growing  out  of  a controversy 
of  so  grave  and  delicate  a character  by  the  federal 
authority,  armed  with  the  military  power  of  the 
government,  would  be  attended  with  the  most  dan- 
gerous consequences  to  our  republican  institutions. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  president,  his  interference  in 
any  political  commotion  in  a state,  would  only  be 
justified  by  the  application  for  it  being  clearly  with- 
in the  meaning  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  constitution,  and  of  the  act  of  congress 
passed  in  pursuance  thereof',  and  where  the  domes- 
tic violence  brought  to  his  notice  is  of  such  a char- 
acter that  the  state  authorities,  civil  and  military, 
after  having  been  duly  called  upon,  have  proved  in- 
adequate to  suppress  it. 

The  law,  as  has  been  already  stated,  requires  that 
the  interposition  of  the  federal  government  should 
be  moved  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  unless  it 
cannot  be  convened;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
speaker  of  the  senate  states  on  the  4th  instant,  that 
the  body  over  which  he  presides  cannot  assemble, 
and  your  excellency,  in  your  communication  of  the 
7th  instant,  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania  cannot  be  convened,  still,  from 
subsequent  information,  which  although  not  official, 
comes  in  a form  sufficiently  authentic  to  entitle  it 
to  credit,  it  appears  that  both  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature were  in  session  in  the  capitol  of  the  state  on 
the  8th  instant,  and  transacted  business  there;  and 
that  the  senate  received  messages  from  the  house 
of  representatives  on  that  day.  If  this  be  so,  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  fact,  the  legislature 
of  the  state  has  been  convened  since  the  date  of 
your  excellency’s  letter.  Nor  does  it  appear,  either 
from  your  excellency’s  letteror  the  published  docu- 
ments which  accompanied  it,  that  the  civil  or  mili- 
tary authorities  of  the  state  have  refused  to  perform 
their  respective  duties  in  suppressing  any  existing 
disturbances.  ' 

Your  excellency  does  not  even  allude  to  their  be- 
ing inadequate  to  suppress  the  domestic  violence  of 
which  you  complain,  or  protect  the  legislature  in 
the  performance  of  its  official  duties  either  at  the 
seat  of  government  or  wherever  else  they  may  be 
convened.  It  appears,  on  the  contrary,  that  a por- 
tion of  the  militia  of  the  state,  who  were  warned 
by  your  excellency  in  your  proclamation  of  the  4th 
instant,  an  authenticated  copy  of  which  accompa- 
nies your  letter,  to  hold  themselves  in  instant  readi- 
ness to  repair  to  the  seat  of  government,  have  in 
pursuance  of  further  requisition,  and  in  compliance 
with  your  excellency’s  order,  actually  proceeded  in 
force  to  Harrisburg. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  the  president 
thinks  he  shall  best  discharge  the  delicate  and  re- 
sponsible duties  imposed  upon  him  by  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  laws,  by  abstaining  from  adopting  the 
measures  indicated  by  your  excellency’s  applica- 
tion, at  all  events,  until  it  shall  have  appeared  that 
the  state  authorities  are  inadequate  to  preserve  the 
public  peace,  and  until  his  interposition  is  called 
for  by  the  legislature  of  the  state,  according  to  the 
constitution  and  laws,  or  the  impracticability  of  con- 
vening that  body  made  certain. 

With  regard  to  the  circumstances  mentioned  by 
vour  excellency,  of  certain  officers  of  government 
being,  present  at  Harrisburg  and  acting  as  active 
leaders  of  the  mob,  the  president  has  directed  in- 
quiry to  be  made  into  the  facts,  and  your  excellency 
may  be  assured  that  justice  shall  be  done  in  the 
premises. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.R.  POINSETT. 
His  excellency,  Joseph  Ritner, 

Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania . 


E. 

Executive  department, 

Harrisburg,  December,  14,  1838. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  dated 
on  the  Ilth  instant,  in  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  7th, 
addressed  to  you.  Abstaining  altogether,  at  this 
time,  froih  any  discussion  of  the  duty  wnich,  un- 
der the  constitution  of  the  United ‘States,  devolves 
on  the  executive  of  the  Union  in  such  a state  of 
things  as  has  occurred,  I deem  it  incumbent  on  me, 
in  justice  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  and  its 
constituted  authorities,  respectfully  but  firmly  to 
protest  against  the  course  which,  according  to  the 
letter  of  the  secretary  of  war,  has  been  adopted, 
and  the  means  used  to  obtain  information  for  the 
guidance  of  that  department.  The  executive  of 
Pennsylvania,  w ith  a due  sense  of  his  responsibility, 
applied  to  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
know  if  he  might  rely  on  the  aid  which  the  consti- 
tution directs  him  to  afford  against  domestic  vio- 
lence, at  a time  when  the  legislature  was  not  and 
could  not  be  convened.  When  this  application  was 
made,  the  legislature  was  prevented  from  meeting 
by  domestic  violence;  the  case  contemplated  by  the 
constitution,  therefore,  in  spirit  and  in  letter,  had 
arisen.  In  this  state  of  things  I regret  to  find  that 
the  secretary  of  war  has  thought  it  within  the  line 
of  his  duly  to  regulate  his  conduct  and  yours  by 
information  and  intelligence  derived  from  other 
sources,  “ not  official.”  When  I assure  you  that 
the  restoration  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to 
the  undisturbed  exercise  of  its  functions  has  not  yet 
been  effected,  you  will  perceive,  in  the  event  of  my 
having  failed  to  suppress  domestic  violence,  by  how 
unsafe  a rule  the  executive  of  the  union  has  thought 
it  advisable  to  regulate  his  conduct.  Happily  for 
the  honor  of  this  commonwealth,  and  more  happily 
for  the  honor  of  the  executive  of  the  union,  the  ne- 
cessity for  your  interposition  which  existed  when 
my  letter  of  the  7th  instant  was  addressed  to  yon, 
has  been  obviated.  A constitutional  requisition 
having  been  made  on  the  citizen  soldiers  of  this 
commonwealth,  it  was  promptly  regarded;  the  au- 
thorities to  whom  it  was  addressed  not  pausing  to 
inquire  whether  an  emergency  had  occurred,  and 
not  allowing  their  compliance  to  depend  on  extrin- 
sic information  derived  from  sources  “not  official.” 
Nor  has  the  secretary  of  war  been  misled  in  this 
particular  alone.  Relying  on  the  unofficial  inform- 
ation by  which  he  has  been  guided,  he  has  assumed 
that  the  recent  insurrectionary  movements  at  this 
seat  of  government  have  not  arisen  from  any  oppo- 
sition to  the  laws,  but  grew  out  of  a political  con- 
test between  “different  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment.” There  is  not  at  this  moment,  nor  has  there 
ever  been,  any  political  contest  between  different 
members  of  this  government;  and  had  there  been 
it  would  have  been  adjusted  without  the  interposi- 
tion, solicited  or  unsolicited,  of  the  general  °-overn. 
ment,  or  any  of  its  officers.  I regret,  therefore 
that  the  secretary  of  war  has  been  misled  by  his 
confidence  in  other  information  than  such  as  was 
strictly  official,  and  which,  unlike  that  on  which 
he  has  relied,  he  might  know  to  be  authentic.  The 
capitol  of  this  commonwealth  was  invaded  by  an 
organized  body  of  men,  claiming  to  act  against  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  state.  To  protecf 
the  senate  of  Pennsylvania,  (the  only  body  of  whose 
organization  I ain  yet  informed,)  the  authority,  or- 
dinary and  extraordinary,  vested  in  me,  was  wholly 
inadequate.  By  the  agency  of  this  organized  and 
tumultuous  body,  the  functions  of  this  government 
were  suspended.  What  resemblance  the  unofficial 
advisers  ot  the  secretary  of  war  may  see  in  this  in- 
vasion of  the  capitol  by  an  organized  and  insurrec- 
tionary force,  to  “ a political  contest  between  mem- 
bers of  the  same  government,”  I,  of  course,  have 
no  means  of  ascertaining.  That  there  are  individ- 
uals who  view  the  calamitous  occurrences  of  the 
last  week  at  this  place  without  regret  or  disappro- 
bation, I have  no  doubt;  I only  regret  that  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  whose  distinguished  position  and 
high  personal  as  well  as  official  chaiacter  no  one 
acknowledges  more  readily  than  I do,  should  in 
such  an  emergency,  have  thought  it  right  to  act 
according  to  counsels  which,  had  the  issue  proved 
different,  would  have  been  the  means  of  reflecting 
discredit  on  the  executive  of  the  union. 

As  chief  magistrateof  astateofthis  union,  Ideem 
it  rnv  duty,  with  assurances  of  the  highest  personal 
and  official  consideration,  to  present  these  views  to 
you,  in  order  that  hereafter,  should  unhappily  such 
a relation  again  subsist  between  the  state  and  fed- 
eral authorities,  the  preference  given  in  this  in- 
stance to  unofficial  and  suspected  means  of  inform- 
ation may  not  be  drawn  into  precedent,  or  be  con- 
strued to  authorize  a refusal  or  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  national  government  to  afford  the  assistance 
it  is  bound  to  render  to  the  states,  all  and  each  of 
them;  and  then  to  justify  it  by  a credulous  reliance 
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on  other  means  of  communication  and  intelligence 
than  the  constitution  and  laws  recognise. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respecttully,  your  obe- 
dient  servant, 

JOSEPH  RITNER. 
To  his  excellency  Martin  Van  Buren, 

President  of  the  United  Slates. 


F. 

War  department,  Dec.  17,  1838. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  addressed 
to  the  president,  has  been  received  by  him,  and  re- 
ferred to  this  department. 

At  all  times  anxious  to  maintain  the  most  respect- 
ful and  friendly  relations  between  the  executive 
authorities  of  the  federal  and  state  governments, 
the  president  regrets  that  the  reasons  assigned  by 
this  department,  in  its  letter  to  you  of  the  11th  in- 
stant, for  his  decision  on  the  application  for  military 
aid  contained  in  your  communication  of  the  7th, 
are  not  regarded  as  satisfactory  by  your  excellency. 
He  is,  however,  happy  to  be  assured,  by  the  same 
communication,  that  the  state  authorities  have 
proved  sufficient  to  suppress  the  domestic  violence 
complained  of,  and  that  the  interposition  of  the  mil- 
itary power  of  the  United  States,  invoked  by  your 
excellency  for  that  purpose,  has  been  rendered  un- 
necessary. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

3 v J.  R.  POINSETT. 

His  excellency  Joseph  Ritner, 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

G. 

Carlisle  barracks , Dec.  9,  183S. 

Sir:  I received  the  enclosed  letter  late  on  Fri- 
day night,  from  the  hands  of  Mr.  Penrose,  and  after 
a long  conversation  with  him,  told  him  that  I should 
adhere  to  my  first  determination,  and  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  political  disturbances  at 
Harrisburg.  On  reflection,  I thought  it  would  be 
proper  to  call  upon  the  governor,  and  state  to  him 
in  person  iny  reasons  for  not  complying  with  his 
request.  I did  so  yesterday,  and  J believe  left  him 
satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  my  course. 

The  governor  believes  there  is  imminent  danger 
of  an  immediate  outbreak;  but  I must  say  that  I 
saw  nothing  there  yesterday  that  led  me  to  the  same 
belief;  tbe  town  was  perfectly  quiet,  and  the  inhab- 
itants were  engaged  in  their  usual  pursuits,  with- 
out manifesting  the  slightest  alarm. 

This  disturbance  at  Harrisburg  is  entirely  a po- 
litical affair.  The  line  is  drawn  between  the  two 
rival  parties  of  the  state,  and  tbe  people,  to  a man, 
go  in  support  of  tbe  measures  of  their  leaders;  both 
parties  disclaim  all  intention  of  violence. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 

Capiain  1 si  dragoons,  com'g. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  Jones,  adjutant  general. 

Harrisburg,  Dec.  7,  1838, 4^  p.  m. 

Sir  : Since  I wrote  to  you  on  tbe  5th,  and  re- 
ceived your  reply,  the  appearance  of  affairs  here  has 
become  decidedly  more  threatening.  The  whole 
regular  operations  of  the  state  government  have 
ceased.  The  legislature  is  overawed  from  meeting 
by  a mob,  and  their  halls  are  in  possession  of  tbe 
rioters.  The  public  arms  are  at  the  mercy  of  men 
who  are  expected  every  moment  to  takepossession 
of  them,  and  turn  them  against  the  constituted  an 
thorities  of  the  state,  and  the  orderly  and  peaceable 
of  all  parties.  However  right  the  scruples  men- 
tioned to  me  in  your  letter  might  under  other  cir- 
cumstances be,  I do  hope  that,  in  the  crisis  which 
has  now  arrived,  you  will  not  hesitate  an  instant  in 
using  your  command  for  the  maintenance  of  order 
and  The  preservation  of  many  valuable  lives. 

The  hon.  C.  B.  Penrose,  speaker  of  the  senate 
of  this  state,  will  communicate  to  you  fully  what 
the  situation  of  things  here  is,  and  what  has  been 
done  on  my  part;  and  I request  that  you  will  give 
the  same  credence  to  what  he  will  state  and  suggest 
as  if  I had  made  it  known  to  you  officially  in  writ- 
ing. 

Respectfully,  your  fellow-citizen, 

JOSEPH  RITNER. 
.Captain  E.  V.  Sumner,  U.  S.  dragoons,  Carlisle. 

II. 

War  department,  Dec.  15,  1838. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  informal  requisitions 
which  have  been  made  upon  the  arsenals  of  the 
United  States  by  the  authorities  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  you  are  instructed  not  to  comply 
with  any  requisitions  for  arms  or  munitions  of  war, 
without  authority  from  this  department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Maj.  H.  K.  Craig,  U.  S.  arsenal,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


I. 

Frankford  arsenal,  Dec.  7,  1838. 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  apprize  you  that 
a requisition  has  this  day  been  made  on  me  by  the 
governor  of  Pennsylvania  for  fixed  ammunition, 
and  other  military  stores,  for  the  use  of  the  volun- 
teer troops  which  move  in  the  morning  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Harrisburg. 

1 learn  that  great  excitement  pervades  the  whole 
state;  and  it  seems  to  me  to  present  a forcible  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  an  augmentation  of  the  enlisted 
force  of  the  ordnance  department,  that  suitable  mi- 
litary guards  may  at  all  times  be  kept  at  the  United 
States  arsenals.  The  breaking  open  of  the  state 
arsenal  at  Harrisburg  clearly  shows  that  an  occa- 
sion is  only  necessary  to  cause  the  same  attempt  on 
any  United  States  arsenal. 

1 write  you  in  haste,  and  am,  verv  respectfully, 
&c.  GEORGE  D.  RAMSAY, 

Captain  ordnance,  commanding. 

I shall  send  in  the  ammunition  immediately  with 
this  letter. 

Col.  George  Bumford, 

Ordnance  department , Washington. 

K. 

Ordnance  office, 

Washington,  December  10,  1838. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  what 
stores  have  been  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  requi- 
sition of  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  referred  to 
in  your  letter  of  the  7th  inst. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  BOMFORD,  col.  of  ordnance 
Capt.  Geo.  D.  Ramsay,  Frankford  arsenal. 

L. 

Frankford  arsenal,  Dec.  8,,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  an 
inventory  of  the  ordnance  stores  issued  yesterday 
on  the  requisition  of  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

As  the  governor  directs  those  stores  to  be 
charged  to  the  state,  I have  to  request  that  an  or- 
der for  supplies  be  transmitted  to  me,  to  cover  this 
issue. 

Respectfully,  I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  D.  RAMSAY, 
Captain  ordnance,  commanding. 
Col.  Ceo.  Bomford,  ordnance  department. 

Inventory  of  ordnance  stores  issued  by  col.  A.  J.  Plea- 
santon, on  requisition  of  the  governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, dated  December  7,  1838. 

12,4S0  musket  ball  and  buckshot  cartridges. 

600  pistol  cartridges. 

400  priming  tubes. 

68  6 pounder  strapped  shot,  fixed. 

120  6 pounder  canister  shot,  fixed. 

132  6‘  pounder  cannon  balls. 

132  6 pounder  cartridges,  filled. 

200  musket  flints. 

100  pistol  flints. 

20  lbs.  slow  match. 

Frankford  arsenal,  Dec.  7,  1838. 

GEO.  D.  RAMSAY, 
Captain  of  ordnance. 

Endorsement  of  the  secretary  of  war,  on  capt.  Ram- 
■ sey’s  letter  of  the  8th  December,  1838. 

“Under  the  law  of  1808,  the  states  are  not  enti- 
tled to  receive  any  munitions  of  war,  oilier  than 
arms  and  equipments;  and  no  issue  even  of  these 
ought  to  be  made  by  an  officer  in  charge  of  military 
stores,  but  by  order  of  the  department. 

J.  R.  P.” 

M. 

Ordnance  office, 

Washington,  December  12,  1838. 

SrR:  It  has  been  deemed  proper  to  submit  to  the 
secretary  of  war  your  lettej  of  the  8th  inslant,  re- 
lative to  the  issue  of  ammunition  to  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania;  and  he  has  ordered  that  “under  the 
law  of  1808,  the  states  .are  not  entitled  to  receive 
any  munitions  of  war,  other  than  arms  and  equip- 
ments, and  no  issue  even  of  these  ought  to  be  made 
by  an  officer  in  charge  of  military  stores,  but  by 
order  of  the  department,”  The  secretary  of  war 
regrets  that,  in  a ca3e  of  this  kind,  involving  a dis- 
pute of  an  exclusively  political  character,  you 
should  have  complied,  without  previous  authority, 
with  the  requisition  of  the  governor,  and  he  directs 
that  you  take  measures  to  recover,  if  practicable, 
the  stores  so  issued,  and  replace  them  in  the  public 
storehouses.  As  it  is  hoped  that  circumstances 
have  not  demanded  tbe  actual  use  of  these  muni- 
tions, you  will  probably  find  little  difficulty  in  ef- 
fecting this  object. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  BOMFORD, 
Colonel  of  ordnance. 

Captain  George  D.  Ramsay,  Frankford  arsenal. 


N. 

Frankford  arsenal,  Dec.  15,  1838. 

Sir:  I hasten  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  12th 
instant,  this  moment  received. 

I feel  mortified  that  I should  have  incurred  the 
disapprobation  of  the  honorable  secretary  of  war, 
by  iny  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  go- 
vernor of  Pennsylvania;  and  shall  take  measures 
forthwith  to  demand  a return  of  the  stores. 

I deem  it  proper,  in  justification  of  my  course, 
to  state,  that  on  assuming  command  of  this  arsenal 
I took  an  early  occasion  to  acquaint  myself  with 
the  official  correspondence  of  my  predecessor,  and 
was  struck  with  his  letter  to  you  of  the  9th  June, 
1838,  wherein  he  reports  his  compliance  with  a re- 
quisition of  the  sherifi'of  Philadelphia  for  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  rounds  of  ball  cartridges;  and 
requesting,  should  he  have  erred  in  so  doing,  your 
instructions  for  his  future  guidance.  From  your 
letter  in  reply,  bearing  date  June  14,  1838,1  beg 
leave  to  make  the  following  extract:  “I  have  to 
state  that  the  course  you  have  pursued  is  perfectly 
satisfactory  and  proper;  issues  of  this  character,  it 
is  considered,  come  within  the  spirit  of  the  proviso 
contained  in  the  fifty-fifth  par.  of  the  ordnance  re- 
gulations. I enclose  herewith  an  order  for  supplies 
to  cover  the  issue.”  Having  this  precedent  and 
supposed  authority  before  me,  I did  not  hesitate  to 
use  my  greatest  exertions  to  comply  w ith  the  re- 
quisition of  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  handed 
me  in  person  by  colonel  Pleasanton,  a gentleman 
well  known  to  me. 

As  to  the  matter  at  issue  being  “a  dispute  of  an 
exclusively  political  character,”  I do  not  consider 
myself  a competent  judge,  having  no  connection 
with,  and  a perfect  detestation  of  politics.  I looked 
upon  the  authority  making  the  requisition  as  the 
governor  of  a sovereign  state,  and,  as  such,  enti- 
tled to  my  official  respect. 

If  I have  erred  in  so  doing,  and  in  misconceiving 
the  spirit  of  the  proviso  contained  in  the  55th  par. 
of  the  ordnance  regulations,  and  your  letter  before 
alluded  to,  I have  only  to  express  my  regret;  which 
would  indeed  be  augmented  could  I for  a moment 
suppose  that  I had,  tty  my  official  course,  promoted 
the  views  of  any  political  faction. 

I beg  that  this  letter  be  laid  before  the  honorable 
secretary  of  war. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  D.  RAMSAY, 
Captain  ordnance,  commanding. 
Col.  George  Bomford,  ordnance  department. 

O. 

Ordnance  office, 

Washington,  December  18,  1838. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  instructions  from  tbe  secre- 
tary of  war,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  report  in 
person  to  me  at  this  office,  without  delay.  You 
will  leave  the  arsenal  in  charge  of  the  military  store- 
keeper. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  seivant, 

GEO.  BOMFORD, 

Col.  of  ordnance. 

Capt.  Geo.  D.  Ramsay.  Frankford  arsenal. 

No.  4. 

Navy  department,  Dec.  18,  1838. 

The  secretary  of  the  navy,  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  resolution  of  ihe  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  17th  of  December,  18-38,  as  requests 
the  president  of  the  United  States  to  communicate 
to  the  house,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest,  “whether  any  officer  of  tbe  United  States 
instigated  or  participated  in  certain  late  riotous  pro- 
ceedings in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  as  alleged  in 
the  proclamation  of  tbe  governor  of  said  slate,”  has 
the  honor  to  report,  (hat  the  only  officers  of  the 
United  States  navy  who  are  known  to  have  been  at 
Harrisburg  at  the  time  of  the  riotous  proceedings 
referred  to,  are  commodore  Jesse  D.  Elliott  and 
passed  midshipman  Charles  Robinson;  and  that  the 
first  information  received  at  this  department  of  the 
presence  of  these  two*  officers  at  Harrisburg  was 
communicated  to  it  by  the  letter  of  commodore 
Elliott,  of  the  10th  of  December  instant,  a copy  of 
which,  (marked  A,)  covering  one  addressed  by  him 
to  Charles  B.  Penrose,  esq.  speaker  of  the  senate 
of  Pennsylvania,  is  herewith  submitled;  upon  the 
receipt  of  which  letter,  an  order  was  addressed  to 
commodore  Elliott,  a copy  of  which  (marked  B)  is 
also  enclosed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  K.  PAULDING. 
The  president  of  the  United  Stales. 

A. 

Harrisburg,  Dec.  10,  1838. 

Sir:  Ere  this  you  will  have  been  advised  of  the 
state  of  things  which  exist  here;  and  1 have  to  in- 
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form  you  that  at  a late  houron  the  night  of  the  8lh, 
Charles  B.  Penrose,  esq.,  president  of  the  senate  of 
this  state,  accompanied  by  major  general  Samuel 
Alexander,  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  called  at 
my  house  to  apprize  me  of  the  state  of  things  at 
Harrisburg,  as  being  in  complete  anarchy  and  con- 
fusion, and  wished  me  to  accompany  them  to  the 
barracks,  and  assist  them  in  prevailing  on  captain 
Sumner,  of  the  United  States  dragoons,  to  put  his 
force  in  motion  for  the  seat  of  government  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Doubting  the  propriety  of  the  move, 
and  delicacy  towards  an  officer  in  command,  and  of 
a different  corps,  and  knowing  I had  no  right  to  ex- 
ercise authority,  I declined. 

Under  the  proclamation  of  his  excellency  the  go- 
vernor, I departed  at  an  early  houron  the  following 
morning  in  the  cars,  leaving  the  accompanying 
communication  for  the  president  of  the  senate;  (a 
copy  of  which  I enclose;)  reached  Harrisburg  at  7 
o’clock,  accompanied  bypassed  midshipman  Charles 
Robinson;  waited  on  the  governor;  stated  to  him 
my  presence  under  his  proclamation,  in  readiness  to 
assist  him  in  counsel,  or  in  any  other  way  he  might 
require  my  services;  that  I should  remain  in  town 
till  quiet  was  re-established;  in  the  meantime,  I 
would  endeavor,  by  mixing  with  the  partisans,  to 
appease  one,  and  restore  confidence  with  the  others. 
This  he  approved.  I am  happy  to  say  yesterday  a 
disposition  was  manifested  to  come  to  a quiet  con- 
clusion; and,  doubtless,  had  this  been  a business 
day,  matters  would  have  been  arranged.  AVhat  in- 
fluence the  arrival  of  six  hundred  volunteers  from 
Philadelphia  will  have,  time  only  can  determine; 
but  should  they  bring  with  them  the  feelings  which 
seemed  manifest  with  the  Cumberland  volunteers, 
they  will  only  serve  to  add  fuel  to  the  flame. 

There  is,  so  far  as  I can  see,  no  use  lor  a force  of 
the  federal  government. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 

Hon.  Jumes  K.  Paulding, 

Secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

Carlisle,  Dec.  9,  1838. 

Sir:  I had  expected  the  pleasure  of  seeing  gene- 
ral Alexander  and  yourself  upon  your  return  from 
the  barracks  last  evening,  after  leaving  rny  house; 
since  when,  I have  seen  the  proclamation  of  his 
excellency  the  governor.  I feel  called  upon  to  de- 
part this  morning  in  the  cars  for  Harrisburg,  not 
with  the  view  of  entering  into  a political  contro- 
versy, but  assisting  the  governor  with  the  power  of 
sustaining  himself  in  his  office. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 

Charles  B.  Penrose,  esq. 

Speaker  of  the  senate  of  Pennsylvania. 

B. 

Navy  department,  Dec.  12,  1838. 

Sir:  Your  communication  informing  the  depart- 
ment that,  “under  the  proclamation  of  the  governor 
of  Pennsylvania,”  you  had  proceeded  from  Carlisle 
to  Harrisburg,  for  the  purpose  of  “assisting  him  in 
counsel,  or  iri  any  other  way  he  might  require  your 
services,”  has  been  received. 

The  department  does  not  perceive  that  the  pro- 
clamation of  governor  Ritner  has  any  reference 
w hatever  to  the  officers  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States;  nor  does  it  think  you  havp  acted  with  due 
discretion  in  thus  mingling  in  the  conflicts  of  state 
authorities,  in  relation  to  disputed  points  properly 
appertaining  to  themselves,  and  not  requiring  or 
authorizing  the  intervention  of  any  officer,  naval  or 
military,  of  the  United  States. 

You  will,  therefore,  on  the  receipt  of  this  order, 
leave  Harrisburg  forthwith^  and,  together  with  mid- 
shipman Robinson,  return  to  Carlisle,  reporting  your 
arrival  at  that  place,  and  strictly  abstaining  from  all 
interference  in  civil  conflicts,  until  otherwise  di- 
rected by  this  department. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  PAULDING. 

Com.  Jesse  D.  Elliott, 

U.  S.  navy,  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania. 

No.  5. 

Post  office  department,  Dec.  18,  1S38. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  directions,  I have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  latter  clause  of  the  resolution  adopted 
yesterday  by  the  house  of  representatives: 

The  resolution  inquires  “whether  any  officer  of 
the  United  States  instigated  or  participated  in  cer- 
tain late  riotous  proceedings  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, as  alleged  in  the  proclamation  of  the  gover- 
nor of  said  state;  and  what  measures,  if  any,  the 
president  has  taken  to  investigate  and  punish  said 
acts;  and  w hether  such  officer  still  remains  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States.” 


In  consequence  of  rumors  that  some  person  at- 
tached to  the  jiost  ollice  at  Philadelphia  was  taking 
an  active  part  in  passing  scenes  at  Harrisburg.  I did, 
at  your  suggestion,  on  the  8th  instant,  before  gover- 
nor Ritner’s  letter  of  the  7th  was  received,  address 
to  tilt?  postmaster  at  Philadelphia  a letter,  of  which 
a copy  is  annexed,  (marked  A.) 

A copy  of  his  reply  (marked  B)  is  also  annexed. 

By  this  paper  it  appears  that  no  officer  of  this  de- 
partment, attached  to  the  Philadelphia  post  office, 
is  at  Harrisburg,  except  such  as  are  there  in  conse- 
quence of  the  military  requisition  of  governor  Rit- 
ner. Whether  there  be  any  officer  of  this  depart- 
ment there  from  any  other  point,  I have  not  been 
informed. 

Colonel  J.  J.  McCahen  was  a letter  carrier  at- 
tached to  the  Philadelphia  post  office.  Without 
having  the  means  to  determine,  at  present,  whether 
his  prior  conduct  was  right  or  wrong,  his  reappoint- 
ment has  been  withdrawn,  as  the  readiest  means  to 
put  an  end  to  all  charges  of  interference  on  the  part 
of  the  officers  of  this  department,  and  allay  any 
public  excitement  which  may  be  fostered  by  such 
charges. 

With  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
AMOS  KENDALL. 
To  the  president  of  the  United  Stales. 

A. 

Post  office  department,  Dec.  8,  1838. 

Sir:  If  any  clerk  or  other  person,  connected 
with  your  office,  is  at  Harrisburg,  taking  an  active 
part  in  passing  scenes,  you  are  requested  to  recall 
him  to  his  official  duties;  or,  if  he  thinks  he  has 
higher  duties  to  perform  there,  require  his  resigna- 
tion. 

This  letter  will  have  no  application  to  any  one 
summoned  to  give  testimony,  or  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, by  public  authority,  if  he  confine  himself  to 
that  object. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
To  James  Page,  esq.,  postmaster, 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

B. 

Harrisburg,  Dec.  10,  1838. 

Sir:  There  is  no  clerk  or  other  person  attached 
to  the  post  office,  under  my  charge,  now  at  this 
place  by  voluntary  attendance. 

I am  here  as  colonel  ol'the  108th  regiment,  Penn- 
sylvania volunteer  infantry,  and  captain  of  the 
State  Fencibles,  by  the  order  of  my  superior  offi- 
cer, under  the  requisition  of  the  governor  of  this 
commonwealth. 

John  J.  McCahen  is  also  here,  as  cajitain  of  the 
Jackson  Artillerists,  under  like  orders,  and  such  of 
the  clerks  as  are  here  are  only  present  as  members 
of  uniformed  volunteer  companies,  under  the  same 
orders.  Not  one  of  these  is  taking  any  other  part 
than  such  as  he  is  compelled  to  perform  by  public 
authority,  as  a part  of  the  military  force  required 
by  the  governor.  It  is  perhaps  proper  to  state  that 
prior  to  the  attendance  of  colonel  McCahen  in  his 
military  capacity,  he  was  present  at  Harrisburg  for 
some  days,  (having  been  one  of  the  return  clerks 
of  the  Philadelphia  county  election.)  tor  the  purpose 
of  giving  evidence,  and  was  examined  before  a com- 
mittee of  the  house.  Colonel  McCahen  resigned  his 
situation  in  the  post  office  before  acting  as  clerk; 
was  some  time  after  nominated  to  the  department, 
and  approved;  but  has  not  yet,  in  consequence  of  his 
absence,  renewed  his  oath  and  given  a fresh  bond. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  PAGE. 

Hon.  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  U.  S.: 

I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  addition- 
al letters  and  documents  embraced  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  17th 
instant. 

M.  VANBUREN. 

Washington,  Dec.  20,  1838. 

Department  of  slate,  Dec.  20,  1838. 

In  furtherziompliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  17th  instant,  I have 
the  honor  to  communicate  a copy  of  a letter  from 
the  marshal  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  dated  the  17th,  and  received 
at  this  department  since  the  date  of  my  last  report 
on  the  subject. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  the  president. 

Office  of  marshal  for  eastern  district  of  Pa. 

Philadelphia,  December  17,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  14th  instant,  together  with  an 


“extract  from  a letter  of  his  excellency  Joseph  Rit- 
ner, governor  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  dated  Harrisburg,  December  7, 
1838,”  in  which  complaint  is  made  of  the  miscon- 
duct of  “Charles  F.  Muench,  a deputy  marshal  of 
the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania.” 

Mr.  Muench  was  appointed  a deputy  marshal  in 
1837,  to  perform  certain  official  duties  in  the  vicini- 
ty of  the  county  (Dauphin)  in  which  he  resides. 
His  appointment  has  never  been  revoked;  although, 
for  several  months  past,  he  has  not  been  in  any  way 
connected  with  the  business  of  this  oflice. 

I shall,  on  to-morrow,  proceed  personally  to  Har- 
risburg, to  make  myself  acquainted  “with  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  transaction,”  and  will,  in  obe- 
dience to  your  instructions,  report  the  result  of  iny 
inquiry  to  the  department  of  state  at  as  early  a day 
as  may  be  practicable. 

Witlfcthe  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
SAMUEL  D.  PATTERSON,  marshal,  fyc. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  slate. 

Treasury  department,  Dec.  20,  1838. 

Sir:  I received  this  morning  another  letter  from 
the  collector  of  Philadelphia,  in  respect  to  the  recent 
visit  of  any  of  the  custom-house  officers  of  that  port 
to  Harrisburg;  a copy  of  which  I hasten  to  lay  be- 
fore you. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

To  the  president  of  the  U.  S. 

Custom-house,  Philadelphia, 

December  18,  1838. 

J3ir:  Iri  my  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  I said, 
.among  other  things,  “that  there  is  not  now,  nor  has 
there  been  at  any  time  during  the  recent  excitement 
at  Harrisburg,  a single  custom-house  officer,  over 
whom  the  collector  has  the  supervision  or  contiol, 
absent  from  his  duties  at  this  place.”  When  I wrote 
the  sentence  just  quoted,  I believed  the  fact  to  be 
so;  but  I regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  quali- 
fying what  I there  stated,  by  informing  you  that, 
with  the  exception  of  James  H.  Hutchison,  one  of 
the  inspectors,  all  the  custom-house  officers,  under 
the  control  of  the  collector,  were  in  the  performance 
of  their  respective  duties  here.  Mr.  Hutchison, 
without  my  knowledge  or  permission,  or  that  of  the 
surveyor,  in  direct  violation  and  contempt  of  that 
order,  did  proceed  to  Harrisburg,  and  remained 
there  for  several  days.  Of  this  I was  not  informed 
until  last  evening;  and,  upon  seeing  him  this  morn- 
ing, he  has  himself  acknowledged  the  fact.  I have 
lost  no  time  in  giving  you  this  information,  as  it  may 
be  important  in  the  correspondence  of  the  president 
with  governor  Ritner,  should  the  emergency  of  the 
times  be  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  induce  a 
serious  reply  to  the  charges  contained  in  the  governor's 
letter. 

As  I consider  Hutchison’s  disobedience  of  the 
order  prohibiting  a visit  to  Harrisburg  to  have  been 
wilful  and  deliberate,  and  feeling  the  necessity  of 
enforcing  obedience  and  respect  to  the  regulations 
of  the  custom-house,  I shall  dispense  with  his  ser- 
vices for  the  future;  and  take  the  liberty  of  placing 
before  you  the  name  of  George  W.  Williams,  lor 
your  approbation,  as  his  successor. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WOLF,  collector. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 


REPORT  of  the  SECRETARY  of  the  NAVY. 

Navy  department,  Nov.  30,  1838. 

Sir:  In  the  performance  of  a duty  annually  de- 
volving on  this  department,  I submit  the  following 
report: 

The  squadron  employed  in  the  Mediterranean 
during  the  past  year,  under  commodore  Jesse  D. 
Elliott,  consisted  of  two  frigates,  a sloop  of  war,  and 
a schooner.  These  vessels,  with  the  exception  of 
the  sloop  of  war,  having  returned  home  either  for 
repairs,  or  in  consequence  of  the  terms  of  service  of 
their  crews  having  expired,  will  be  replaced  hy  a 
ship  of  the  line,  a frigate  of  equal  force,  and  a des- 
patch brig  or  schooner. 

The  whole  will  be  under  the  orders  of  commodore 
Isaac  Hull. 

Although  some  of  the  causes  which  originally 
dictated  the  policy  of  employing  a portion  of  our 
navy  in  the  Mediterranean,  have  in  a great  measure 
ceased,  still  it  is  believed  that  a school  of  discipline 
under  experienced  officers,  as  a means  of  exhibiting 
a portion  of  our  naval  force  in  contact  and  compari- 
son with  that  of  the  principal  maritime  states  of 
Europe;  and  for  the  purpose  of  affording  counte- 
nance and  protection  to  our  commerce,  a persever- 
ance in  this  policy  will  equally  contribute  to  the 
good  of  the  service  and  the  honor  of  the  United 
States. 
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The  squadron  now  in  the  Pacific  under  commo- 
dore Henry  E.  Ballard,  comprises  one  ship  of  the 
line,  two  sloops  o fwar,  and  two  schooners. 

These  last  requiring  extensive  repairs,  have  been 
•ordered  home  the  ensuing  spring,  or  as  soon  alter 
as  the  public  interests  will  admit;  and  the  ship  of 
the  line  may  also  be  expected  to  return  about  the 
■same  time,  as  the  terms  of  service  of  most  of  her 
crew  will  then  be  about  expiring. 

The  unsettled  and  precarious  relations  subsisting 
between  the  South  American  states  bordering  on 
the  Pacific,  in  my  opinion,  render  it  essential  to  the 
protection  of  our  commerce,  that  at  least  an  equal 
force  should  be  maintained  in  that  quarter.  Accord- 
ingly, measures  will  be  taken  to  replace  the  vessels 
ordered  home  by  others  not  less  efficient  for  that 
service. 

The  force  operating  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  under 
commodore  John  B.  Nicholson,  consistsot  one  razee, 
one  sloop  of  war,  and  one  brig.  No  change  is  at 
present  contemplated.  The  present  force  is  deemed 
adequate  to  the  protection  of  our  commerce  in  that 
quarter,  and  it  is  belived  that  no  reduction  would 
be  consistent  with  the  attainment  of  that  object. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  the  squadron  employed  on  the  West  India 
station  and  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  under  commodore 
Alexander  J.  Dallas,  consisted  of  one  frigate,  five 
sloops  of  war,  and  one  small  vessel.  The  irigate 
and  one  of  the  sloops  having  recently  returned  to 
Boston  lor  repairs,  it  is  contemplated  to  send  another 
frigate,  and  to  increase  the  number  of  sloops  of  war 
on  that  station  to  seven.  The  force  will  then  be 
composed  of  one  frigate,  seven  sloops  of  war,  and 
one  small  vessel. 

As  the  blockade  of  the  Mexican  ports  by  the 
French  squadron  continues  to  be  strictly  enforced, 
and  as  indications  of  a revolutionary  spirit  have 
lately  been  exhibited  at  Tatnpico,  it  is  believed  that, 
under  existing  circumstances,  as  well  as  in  view  of 
future  contingencies,  no  reduction  of  the  proposed 
force  cab  be  prudently  made. 

A frigate  and  sloop  of  war,  which,  as  stated  in  the 
last  annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  were 
then  preparing  for  a cruise  in  the  Indian  seas,  under 
commodore  George  C.  Read,  sailed  from  Norfolk  on 
the  6th  of  May  last.  By  the  latest  advices  from 
commodore  Read,  dated  28th  of  July,  he  had  reach- 
ed Rio  d&  Janeiro,  from  whence  he  was  to  depart 
the  next  day.  Having  reason  to  believe  it  would 
conduce  to  the  protection  and  safety  of  our  citizens 
and  commerce  in  these  remote  regions,  I have  di- 
rected these  vessels  to  visit  the  Sandwich  and  So- 
ciety islands  on  their  way  home. 

That  the  officeis  employed  on  these  various  ser- 
vices have  performed  their  duties  with  equal  acti- 
vity, vigilance  and  prudence,  is  sufficiently  eviden- 
ced by  the  fact,  that  notwithstanding  the  wars  and 
revolutions  which  still  agitate  30  great  a portion  of 
the  South  American  states  bordering  on  the  Pacific, 
and  the  long  protracted  blockade  ot  the  ports  of 
Mexico  and  of  Buenos  Ayres,  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty of  citizens  of  the  United  States  have,  in  no 
case  which  has  come  to  the  knowledge  ol  this  de- 
partment, sustained  outrage  or  wrong;  while  on  the 
other  hand,  nothing  has  occurred  throughout  the 
whole  of  our  intercourse  or  interposition  to  disturb 
the  relations  of  peace  between  us  and  the  parties 
in  collision  wifh  each  other. 

The  exploring  expedition,  on  the  resignation  ol 
com.  Thomas  ap  Catesby  Jones  in  consequence  of 
ill-health,  was  placed  under  the  command  of  lieut. 
Charles  Wilkes,  with  some  modification  of  force, 
and  finally  sailed  from  Norfolk  on  the  19th  day  of 
August.  It  now  consists  of  the  sloops  of  war  Vin- 
cennes and  Peacock,  the  store  ship  Relief,  the  brig 
Porpoise,  and  (he  pilot  boat  schooners  Sea-gull  and 
Flying  Fish.  Letters  from  lieut.  Wilkes  announce 
the  safe  arrival  of  these  vessels  at  Madeira,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Relief,  which  was  ordered  by 
him  to  proceed  direct  for  Rio  de  Janeiro.  It  will 
appear  from  the  estimates  lor  1839,  that  the  annual 
expense  of  the  expedition  under  its  present  organi- 
zation will  be  very  considerably  less  than  that  re- 
quired for  it  as  originally  contemplated. 

A number  of  scientific  gentlemen  who  had  ac- 
cepted appointments  in  the  expedition  under  an 
impression  that  their  services  would  be  required 
and  their  emoluments  continued  during  the  period 
anticipated  for  the  completion  of  its  objects,  were 
not  included  in  this  new  arrangement.  They  have 
asked  to  be  remunerated  for  theirsacnfices  and  dis- 
appointments, and  I now  submit  the  propriety  as 
well  as  justice  of  their  claims. 

The  act  of  congress  approved  22d  December, 
1S37,  authorizes  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  employ  the  public  vessels  in  cruising  along  the 
Atlantic  coast  during  the  winter  season,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  affording  relief  to  merchantmen  in  distress. 
Under  this  law  the  sloop  of  war  Erie,  the  brigs 
Pioneer  and  Consort,  the  schooner  Active,  and  the 


steam  ship  Fulton,  were  occasionally  employed 
with  beneficial  result's.  Ow  ing  to  the  want  of  pro- 
per vessels  at  the  disposal  of  tnis  department  after 
supplying  the  necessities  of  foreign  stations,  the 
steam  ship  Fulton  is  the  only  one  now  available  for 
this  service. 

To  aid  in  making  the  general  survey  of  the  coast 
of  the  United  States,  lieuts.  Gedney  and  Blake, 
with  other  naval  officers,  were,  on  the  application 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  placed  under  his 
directions,  and  such  other  assistance  afforded  as 
circumstances  permitted. 

The  survey  ol  the  southern  coast,  from  Tybee 
bar  to  Hunting  island,  May  river,  as  directed  by 
the  act  of  congress  of  March  3d,  1837,  has  been 
completed  by  lieut.  Wilkes,  a copy  of  whose  report 
will  be  communicated  to  congress  early  in  the  ap- 
proaching session.  The  surveys  of  the  harbors  of 
Beaufort  and  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  provided 
for  by  the  same  act,  will  be  commenced  forthwith 
by  lieut.  Glynn  of  the  navy;  and  it  is  expected  will 
be  completed  in  time  to  be  communicated  to  con- 
gress previous  to  its  adjournment. 

The  delay  in  carrying  this  act  into  execution, 
has  arisen  from  a want  of  proper  vessels  for  that 
service,  which  will  now  be  performed  in  a steam 
vessel  loaned  by  the  war  department.  The  atten- 
tion of  lieut.  Glynn,  will  also  be  directed  to  an  ex- 
amination of  the  coast  between  the  months  of  the 
Mississippi  and  Sabine  rivers,  as  directed  by  the  act 
of  7th  July,  1838. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the 
2Sth  June  last,  and  the  supplementary  act  of  the 
9th  July  following,  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
three  competent  persons  to  test  the  various  inven- 
tions which  might  be  presented  to  their  notice,  for 
the  improvement  and  safety  of  steamboilers,  a board 
has  been  designated  by  the  president,  to  make  the 
requisite  examinations  and  experiments,  and  it  is 
presumed  will  report  the  results  at  the  opening  of 
the  ensuing  session  of  congress. 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
7th  July,  1838,  making  appropriations  for  light- 
houses, light-boats,  beacon-lights,  and  buoys,  the 
coasts  of  the  Atlantic  and  of  the  great  lakes  were 
divided  into  eight  districts,  and  an  officer  of  the 
navy  appointed  to  each,  vvilh  orders  to  report  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying out  the  views  of  congress,  under  his  direc- 
tions. 

The  instructions  of  the  president  for  establishing 
lines  of  despatch  vessels,  to  run  during  the  contin- 
uance of  the  blockade  of  tfie  Mexican  ports  by  a 
French  squadron,  between  New  York  and  Vera 
Cruz,  and  New  Orleans  and  Tampico,  at  stated  and 
regular  periods,  have  been  carried  into  effect.  The 
United  Stales  brig  Consort,  lieutenant  William  H. 
Gardner,  sailed  from  New  York  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, and  the  revenue  cutter  Woodbury,  loaned  by 
the  treasury  department,  it  is  presumed  is  now  on 
her  way  to  Tampico,  under  the  command  of  lieu- 
tenant John  S.  Nichols,  of  the  navy.  This  arrange- 
ment, it  is  believed,  will  be  highly  beneficial  to  the 
commercial  community,  by  affording  not  only 
the  means  of  communication,  but  of  transporting 
their  funds  to  the  United  States. 

The  state  of  the  navy  pension  fund  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  number  of  invalid  pensioners 
is  440. 

The  annual  sum  required  to  pay 
them  is  $33,496  23 

Tile  number  of  widow  pensioners 
is  302. 

The  annual  sum  required  to  pay 
them  is  55,716  00 

The  numberof  minor  children  pen- 
sioners is  105. 

The  annual  sum  required  to  pay 

them  is  13,908  00 


103,120  23 


Whole  number  of  pensioners  is  847, 
and  the  whole  annual  amount  re- 
quired to  pay  them  is 

The  amount  of  stocks  owned  by  the 
navy  pension  fund  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1337,  was  $1,115,329  53 

Do.  do.  on  the  1st  Oct.  183S,  390,832  2-5 


Difference,  $724,497  28 

which  was  sold,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  with 
the  interest  and  dividend  of  the  capital;  were  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  pensions  and  arrears  of 
pensions.  Of  the  balance  of  stock,  $390,832  25, 
owned  by  the  fund  1st  of  October,  1838,  the  nomi- 
nal amount  of  $97,469  16  has  been  directed  to  be 
sold  to  meet  payments  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839, 
so  that  the  actual  capital  of  the  fund  for  the  year 
1839  will  be  only  $293,363  09. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  under  the  operation  of 


successive  pension  laws,  each  widening  and  ex- 
tending the  stream  of  public  munificence,  this  fund 
is  rapidly  decreasing,  insomuch  that,  in  the  course 
of  a very  few  years,  large  appropriations  will  be  re- 
quired to  redeem  the  faith  of  congress  pledged 
for  its  support. 

Privateer  pension  fund. 

The  number  of  privateer  pensioners  is  36.  The 
annual  amount  required  to  pay  them  is  $2,862. 
No  payments  were  made  to  these  pensioners  during 
the  past  year,  as  the  privateer  pension  fund  had 
been  exhausted. 

This  fund,  it  will  be  perceived,  failed  in  1836, 
and  consequently  no  payments  have  been  made 
since  that  time.  The  subject  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  president  in  former  reports  from  this 
department;  and  I have  only  to  add  that  as,  in  con- 
formity with  the  law  establishing  and  appropriat- 
ing this  fund,  the  certificates  of  pensions  were 
granted  during  life,  it  would  appear  that  the  nation 
stands  pledged  to  furnish  the  means  of  fulfilling  the 
obligation. 

Navy  hospital  fund. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  to  the  credit  of  this 
fund  on  the  1st  October,  1837,  was  $94,202  36 
Receipts  to  the  1st  October,  1838,  31,242  92 


Expenditure  to  the  1st  Oct.,  1838, 
Balance, 


$125,445  28 
1,975  00 

$123,470  28 


The  construction  of  a dry  dock  at  some  point  in 
the  harbor  of  New  York,  has  been  heretofore  re- 
peatedly recommended  by  this  department,  and  is 
every  year  becoming  more  necessary  to  the  purpo- 
ses of  (he  navy.  Whatever  diversity  of  opinion 
may  exist  as  to  the  most  eligible  site,  all  seem  to 
unite  in  favor  of  the  object.  The  two  docks  at 
Noifolk  and  Boston,  are  entirely  insufficient  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  service;  delays  in  repairing 
ships,  at  all  times  injurious,  and  in  time  of  war,  dan- 
gerous to  the  interests  and  safety  of  the  country, 
frequently  occur  in  consequence  of  there  being  no 
vacant  dock  to  receive  them;  and  at  this  moment 
two  line  of  battle  ships  are  lying  at  New  York  in  a 
decayed  and  rapidly  decaying  state,  which  can 
neither  be  repaired  where  they  are,  nor  removed 
elsewhere  for  that  purpose,  without  great  risk  and 
expense. 

Tiie  subject  of  a naval  academy  has  also  Been 
more  than  once  presented  for  consideration.  Such 
an  institution  is  earnestly  desired  by  the  officers  of 
tlie  navy,  and  it  is  believed  would  greatly  conduce  to 
the  benefit  of  the  service  generally.  The  propriety 
of  affording  young  midshipmen  the  means  and  oppor- 
tunity for  the  acquisition  of  that  knowledge  and 
those  sciences  which  are  eilherabsolutely  necessary, 
or  highly  useful  to  their  profession,  would  seem  to 
have  been  recognised  by  congress  in  the  liberal  pro- 
vision for  teachers  and  professors  of  mathematics  on 
board  our  ships  of  war  and  at  the  principal  navy 
yards.  Those  however  who  have  had  the  best  op- 
portunities for  observing  the  practical  operation  of 
this  system,  are  of  opinion  that  it  does  not  answer 
the  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended,  and  that 
other  and  more  effectual  means  are  required.  A 
naval  academy  which  should  combine  the  acquisi- 
tion of  those  sciences,  and  that  knowledge  without 
which  professional  duties  cannot  be  performed  to 
the  public  satisfaction,  with  that  practical  expe- 
rience which  is,  if  possible  still  more  indispensable, 
would  in  my  opinion,  add  little  to  the  expense  of  the 
present  defective  system,  and  he  followed  by  bene- 
fits which  would  tar  more  than  repay  the  cost  of 
such  an  establishment. 

The  attention  of  the  president  and  congress  is  also 
solicited  to  that  part  of  the  estimates  of  the  board  of 
navy  commissioners  which  contemplates  the  build- 
ing of  five  brigs  or  schooners,  the  frames  of  which 
have  been  collected  under  the  law  for  the  gradual 
improvement  of  the  navy;  and  which  are  required 
for  despatch  vessels,  surveys  and  other  purposes. 

It  is  presumed  that  no  arguments  are  necessary  to 
enforce  the  propriety  of  retaining  a sufficient  num- 
ber of  ships  in  commission  to  afford  active  sea  ser- 
vice to  the  officers  of  the  navy.  Such  service  is 
manifestly  essential  to  discipline,  to  experience,  and 
to  those  habits  of  hardihood,  without  which  no  offi- 
cer can  adequately  fulfil  his  duty.  The  same  prac- 
tical experience  necessary  to  eminence  in  any  other 
profession,  is  most  emphatically  so  in  that  of  a sea- 
man; the  self-possession  and  skill  required  to  meet 
•he  exposures  and  dangers  incident  to  a sea  life,  both 
in  peace  and  war,  can  only  be  acquired  on  the  seas; 
the  same  consequences  which  result  from  idleness 
and  neglect,  in  all  other  conditions  of  life,  will  as- 
suredly follow  in  this;  and  charged  as  the  officer  is, 
with  protecting  the  property,  as  well  as  defending 
the  rights  and  honor  of  his  country;  his  incapacity  is 
not  less  dishonorable  to  himself  than  injurious  to  her. 
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Unless,  however,  his  country  affords  him  opportuni- 
ties of  acquiring  tiiis  professional  experience,  by  of- 
ten calling  him  into  active  service,  it  would  be  un- 
just to  complain  of  his  inability  to  perform  these  high 
duties,  and  it  is  only  when  he  declines  these  oppor- 
tunities, that  he  can  be  fairly  charged  with  being 
ignorant  of  what  he  has  never  been  permitted  to 
learn. 

Experience  has  also  demonstrated  that  it  is  only 
by  frequency  of  active  service  at  sea,  that  the  other- 
wise unavoidable  consequences  of  a long  peace  can, 
in  any  degree,  be  arrested.  All  other  expedients 
will  be  found  either  entirely  useless,  or  only  par- 
tially operative;  and  I abstain  from  suggesting  any 
material  alterations  in  the  system  of  the  service,  not 
only  for  that  reason,  but  because  my  limited  expe- 
rience in  this  department  has  not  given  me  sufficient 
confidence  in  my  own  opinions,  or,  perhaps,  enti- 
tled them  to  the  consideration  of  others. 

There  are  other  strong  and  imposing  reasons  for 
keeping  up  the  present  naval  establishment  of  the 
United  States  in  full  vigor  and  activity. 

The  unremitting  attention  which,  since  the  lafe 
war  with  England,  and  the  secrets  it  disclosed,  has 
been  paid,  by  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  to 
the  improvement  and  perfection  of  their  ships  of 
war  and  of  naval  discipline,  calls  for  awakened  vigi- 
lance on  our  part.  The  position  of  the  United 
States,  remote  as  it  is  from  the  scene  of  European 
rivalry,  affords  no  immunity  from  its  consequences. 
Commerce  makes  neighbors  of  all  nations,  and  the 
conflicts  of  interest  or  ambition  between  any  two, 
can  scarcely  fail  of  involving  many  others. 

Against  such  imminent  contingencies,  an  ade- 
quate naval  force,  keeping  pace  with  the  commerce 
and  resources  of  the  country,  well  manned,  and, 
above  all,  well  disciplined,  is  our  most  effectual  se- 
curity. It  is  equally  recommended  by  its  compre- 
hensive sphere  of  action,  the  facility  with  which  it 
can  be  directed  to  distant  and  various  points,  and 
by  its  freedom  from  almost  all  those  objections 
which  a wise  people  so  justly  cherish  towards  great 
military  establishments.  In  addition  to  these  con- 
siderations, it  comes  recommended  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  as  the  best  guardian  of  their  flag, 
wherever  it  is  carried  by  their  enterprise,  as  well 
as  by  having  so  largely  contributed  to  that  fund  of 
national  reputation  which,  being  a common  pos- 
session, constitutes  one  of  the  strongest  bonds  of 
our  union. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  K.  PAULDING. 
To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

THIRD  SESSION SENATE. 

December  31.  The  following  memorials  and 
petitions  were  presented  and  referred,  viz.  by  Mr. 
Norvell,  from  citizens  of  Michigan,  in  relation  to 
improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Brest.  Also,  from 
the  Brady  Guards,  and  from  W.  Tuff;  by  Mr.  King, 
from  citizens  of  Florida,  in  relation  to  duty  on  rail- 
road iron;  by  Mr.  Linn,  from  Charles  S.  Hempstead. 

By  Mr.  Benton : from  citizens  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  in  relation  to  a custom-house  and  officers’ 
quarters  in  that  city. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported, without  amendment,  a bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  entitled  “ An  act  to  establish  branches  of  the 
mint  of  the  United  States,”  approved  March  3, 
1835. 

Also,  a bill  to  authorize  equitable  commissions  to 
the  agents  or  attorneys  of  persons  in  whose  favor 
awards  have  been  made  under  three  several  treaties 
of  the  United  States  with  certain  foreign  Powers, 
which  awards  have  been  retained  in  the  Treasury  in 
payment  of  debts  due  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Fulton,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  a bill  authorizing  certain  soldiers  to  select 
other  lands  in  lieu  of  the  bounty  land.  Also,  a bill 
granting  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  persons 
therein  named. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  the  bill  relinquishing  the  2 per  cent,  fund 
to  the  State  of  Mississippi,  &c. 

Mr.  Pierce,  from  the  committee  on  pensions,  re- 
ported a bill  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
frauds  committed  on  certain  persons  claiming  pen- 
sions, and  for  other  purposes  ; and  unfavorable  re- 
ports on  the  petitions  of  Isaac  Hilton,  Joseph  Yea- 
sey,  Wilfred  Knott,  and  Wm.  Colley. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  from  the  committee  on  pensions, 
reported  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Davis, 
without  amendment,  stating  that  the  committee 
were  of  opinion  that  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prentiss,  the  committee  on 
pensions  were  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  petition  of  Eunice  Starr,  and  also  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Wm. 
Thomas. 


Mr.  Rives  rose  in  his  place  and  made  some  few  re- 
marks (not  very  distinctly  heard  in  the  first  instance) 
m relation  to  the  reception  of  the  document  from 
the  treasury  department  in  answer  to  the  resolutions 
which  he  had  the  honor  on  another  occasion  to  sub- 
mit. He  was  not  in  his  seat  when  the  document 
was  read  in  the  senate  ; but  he  had  since  seen  it  in 
one  of  the  papers  of  the  day,  and  had  given  it  a very 
attentive  perusal ; and  so  far  from  its  containing  a 
full  and  entire  refutation  of  the  resolution,  as  had 
been  affirmed  by  one  of  the  party  on  the  other  side, 
it  was,  to  his  mind,  a full  and  distinct  avowal  of  all 
the  interrogatories  set  forth,  and  showed  conclusive- 
ly the  connexion  of  the  government  with  the  Uni- 
ted States  bank,  comprising  a greater  extent  of  evil 
than  he  even  supposed  to  have  existed.  Mr.  R. 
maintained  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  show  from 
the  report  itself,  when  it  came  up  for  examination, 
that  all  he  had  set  forth  in  the  questions  had  been 
fully  and  unequivocally  admitted. 

Mr.  -fifing  asked  if  the  senator  made  any  propo- 
sition. Mr.  Rives  answered  that  he  did  not.  Mr. 
King  then  deprecated  the  course  of  the  senator,  as 
having  a tendency  to  prejudice  the  public  mind  be- 
fore a fair  examination  of  the  subject  could  be  had. 

Mr.  Niles  also  made  some  few  remarks  in  reply, 
sustaining  the  position  he  had  taken  in  moving  for 
an  extra  number  of  the  report.  Mr.  R.  had  sent 
out  a speech  of  some  four  or  five  columns  of  accu- 
satory remarks  against  an  executive  officer  of  the 
government;  and  deeming  the  report  in  question  a 
full  refutation  of  all  that  had  been  said,  he  wished 
it  to  go  forth  with  the  speech. 

Mr.  Allen  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  laid  upon  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  financial  policy  established  at  the 
origin  of  this  government  by  the  first  acts  of  its  legisla- 
ture, and  especially  by  the  30th  section  of  the  “act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  duties,”  approved  by  president 
Washington,  July  31st,  1789,  and  by  the  4th  section  of 
the  “act  to  establish  the  treasury  department,”  &c. 
approved  by  president  Washington,  September  2d, 
1789,  was  in  strict  conformity  to  the  plain  and  frugal 
genius  of  a republic,  and  to  the  fundamental  principles 
of  the  constitution. 

Resolved,  That  that  policy  has,  by  a long  series  of 
subsequent  acts,  been  departed  from,  and  ought  to  be 
restored  in  the  future  administration  of  the  government; 
and,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  government  ought  to  collect  no 
more  taxes  from  the  people,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, than  are  absolutely  necessary  to  an  economical 
administration  of  its  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  taxes  paid  by  the  people  ought  not 
to  be  loaned  out  by  the  government  to  individuals  or  to 
corporations. 

Resolved,  That  the  taxes  so  paid  by  the  people  ought 
not  to  be  placed  by  the  government  in  the  custody  of 
agents  who  are  not  made  by  the  constitution  and  the 
laws  responsible  to  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  those  legal  provisions  by  which  the 
government  was  originally  required,  in  the  transaction 
of  its  own  affairs,  to  receive  and  to  tender  in  payment, 
as  money,  nothing  but  that  which  is  made  a legal  len- 
der by  the  constitution,  ought  to  be  revised  with  those 
modifications  only,  as  to  the  time  and  proportion,  sug- 
gested by  the  present  condition  of  the  country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  senate  at  as  early  a day 
as  practicable,  copies  of  all  the  correspondence,  agree- 
ments, and  arrangements,  between  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  and  the  Bank  of  North  America,  and  the 
Bank  of  New  York,  referred  to  in  the  circular  address- 
ed by  that  officer  to  the  collectors  of  the  customs,  dated 
September  22, 1789.  Also,  a copy  of  that  circular. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tipton, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  relinquishing 
the  reversionary  interest  of  ihe  United  States  in  four  sec- 
tions of  land  reserved  for  Kesiah,  by  a treaty  with  the 
Pottawatamie  Indians  of  27th  October,  1832. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tullniadge, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  house 
rent  to  the  officers  stationed  at  the  navy  yards  at  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York. 

Mr.  Young  introduced  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  re- 
quired to  report  tp  the  senate  detailed  statements  of  the 
accounts  of  such  of  the  collectors,  receivers,  and  dis- 
bursing agents  of  the  United  States  as  have  been  re- 
ported defaulters  to  either  house  of  congress  during  the 
late  session,  together  with  all  defalcations  which  have 
since  occurred,  (with  the  exception  of  the  case  of 
Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
York,)  including  in  each  case  all  suspended  and 
rejected  items  of  credit  connected  with  any  such  ac- 
count; and  which,  if  passed  to  the  credit  of  any  such 
defaulter,  would  cover  or  extinguish,  in  the  whole  or  in 
part,  the  amount  of  the  deficits  which  are  reported  as 
standing  on  the  books  of  the  department  against  such 
defaulters;  with  suitable  explanations  in  each  case, 
showing  why  such  items  of  credit  have  been  suspended 
or  rejected,  and  why  they  ought  not  to  be  allowed  as 
credits  to  such  defaulters;  the  said  report  to  include  all 
such  suspended  or  rejected  items  of  credit  as  are  re- 1 


I mainingin  the  said  department  up  to  the  present  period. 

A resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Munis  to  re- 
scind the  resolution  which  had  passed  yesterday, 
for  printing  30,000  copies  of  certain  reports  of  the 
British  house  of  commons  in  relation  to  salt  duties. 
Mr.  M.  prefaced  his  resolution  with  remarks  of 
some  length,  and  concluded  by  asking  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  granted. 

A desultory  debate  thereon  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Benton,  Clay,  of  A labama,  Preston,  Davis, 
Calhoun,  Knight,  and  others,  took  part. 

Mr.  Morris  offered  to  withdraw  his  resolution, 
and  move  for  a reconsideration  of  the  vote  of 
yesterday,  with  a view  of  committing  the  whole  to 
the  committee  on  finance,  to  report  thereon;  but, 
objection-  having  been  made,  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  resolution,  and  adopted,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Da- 
vis, Fuster,  Fulton,  King,  Knight,  Merrick,  Morris, 
Nicholas,  Norveil,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Ind.,  Strange,  Swift,  Tali- 
madge.  Wall,  Williams,  of  Me  —23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Niles,  Robinson, 
Smith,  of  Conn.,  Tipton,  Walker,  Williams,  of  Mi., 
Wright,  Young — 15. 

The  senate  held  a short  executive  session,  and 
soon  after  adjourned  over  to  Wednesday  next. 

January  2,  1839.  The  following,  among  other 
petitions  and  memorials,  were  presented: 

By  Mr.  M’Kean:  from  27  ladies  of  a certain 
county  in  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  passage  of  a 
law  to  prohibit  the  slave  trade,  and  to  abolish  slave- 
ry in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Mr.  McK.  said  he 
had  been  instructed  to  move  that  it  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee  with  instructions  to  report  a bill  to 
that  effect.  The  motion  to  receive  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  Ihe  table. 

By  Mr.  Clay , of  Kentucky:  a memorial  from  the 
New  York  Peace  society,  praying  congress  to  act 
as  mediator  between  France  and  Mexico,  and  to 
mediate  generally  between  nations,  and  to  appoint 
delegates  to  confer  with  other  nations  to  fix  a code 
of  international  law  in  relation  to  the  subject,  which 
shall  be  binding  on  (hose  nations. 

By  Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands:  the  bill  to  authorize  the  selection  of  lands 
for  the  benefit  of  the  territory  of  Michigan,  in  lieu 
of  lands  before  selected. 

By  Mr.  Fulton:  a bill  to  set  apart  a belt  of  land 
in  Arkansas  and  Missouri  lor  the  purpose  of  bounty 
to  such  volunteers  as  may  serve  in  defence  of  the 
frontier,  with  an  amendment. 

Also,  without  amendment,  a bill  to  allow  certain 
citizens  of  Batesville,  in  Arkansas,  to  enter  certain 
sections  in  lieu  of  the  sixteenth  sections. 

By  Mr.  Linn , from  the  committee  on  private  land 
claims:  The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  to  amend 
an  act  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  ad- 
just the  claims  to  reservations  of  land  under  the  14th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1830,  with  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians. 

By  Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military 
affairs:  a resolution  authorizing  tiie  purchase  of  Pea 
Patch  island,  in  the  river  Delaware. 

From  (he  commiftee  on  pensions,  an  adverse  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  the  widow  of  brig.  gen.  Leav- 
enworth. 

Mr.  Benton  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-morrow 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  salt 
tax. 

Mr.  Linn  gave  notice  that  he  would  introduce  a 
bill  to  establish  a port  of  entry  at  Fort  Independence, 
Missouri,  and  to  allow  a drawback  on  such  merchan- 
dize as  is  used  in  the  Indian  trade,  and  the  trade  with 
the  internal  provinces  of  Mexico. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick, 

Resolved.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  senate  the  quantity  of  public  land 
sold  since  the  30th  of  September,  1837,  which  had,  at 
the  time  of  sale,  been  subject  to  private  entry  for  five  or 
more  years  prior  to  such  sale,  designating  between  the 
several  quarters  of  land  which  had  at  the  time  of  the 
sale  thereof  been  subject  to  private  entry  for  five,  ten, 
fifteen,  and  twenty,  or  more  years;  and  also  designa- 
ting the  state  or  territory  in  which  each  description  of 
land  so  sold  is  situate. 

Also,  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
report  the  number  of  land  offices  now  existing  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  the  time  when  each 
was  established,  and  the  place  where  each  is  located. 
Also,  what  number  of  land  offices  have  been  finally 
closed,  designating,  as  abo\e,  time  and  place;  and,  also, 
whether  there  are  any,  and,  if  any,  which  and  what  is 
the  number  of  existing  land  offices,  the  condition  of  the 
business  of  which  justifies  and  requires  measures  to  be 
taken  finally  to  close  them;  and  whether  any  and  what 
steps  have  been  taken  for  this  purpose. 

Resolutions  were  submitted  and  adopted  as  fol- 
lows; 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana:  asking  the  committee 
on  Indian  affairs  (o  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
compensating  certain  militia,  called  out  on  the  au- 
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thority  of  the  government  agent  at  Logansport,  In- 
diana, to  suppress  a disturbance  in  1826. 

By  Mr.  Linn:  that  the  select  committee  on  the 
territory  of  Oregon  inquire  into  the  expediency.-of 
extending  the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  said 
territory. 

The  resolution  offered  on  Monday  by  Mr.  Young, 
calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  certain 
detailed  statements  in  relation  to  defaulters,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Young  explained  at  length  the  object  he  had 
in  view,  which  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  to 
show  that  many  innocent  individuals  had  been  held 
up  to  the  world  as  public  defaulters,  who  were,  in 
some  instances,  creditors  of  the  treasury,  and  to  res- 
cue those  persons  from  the  unmerited  oppression 
heaped  upon  them  by  these  reports,  from  the  want  of 
formality  in  their  vouchers. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  after  being  so  modi- 
fied as  to  read — 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  requi- 
red to  report  to  the  senate,  in  addition  to  the  information 
called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  15th  of  February, 
1838,  in  relation  to  public  defaulters,  all  defalcations 
which  have  since  occurred,  (with  the  exception  of  the 
case  of  Samuel  Swart  wont,  late  collector  of  the  port  of 
New  York,)  with  the  names  of  the  securities  in  each 
case,  the  suspended  and  rejected  items  of  credit  claim- 
ed by  such  defaulters,  the  reasons  why  the  same  have 
not  been  passed  to  their  credit;  the  measures,  if  any, 
adopted  in  each  case  to  enforce  payment,  and  the  proba- 
bility of  ultimate  indemnity  to  the  United  States. 

The  bill  for  the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the 
price  of  public  lands  was  taken  up  as  the  special  or- 
der of  the  day,  when 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee on  public  lands,  with  instructions  to  restrict 
the  sales  at  the  reduced  price  contemplated  by  it  to 
actual  settlers. 

On  this  motion  a long  debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Clay,  Walker , Clay,  of  Alabama,  Benton., 
and  Merrick  participated. 

The  senate  adjourned  at  a late  hour,  without  tak- 
ing the  question  on  the  motion. 

January  3.  Mr.  While,  of  Tennessee,  appeared 
in  his  seat  this  morning. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  a memorial  from  certain 
ladies  of  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  a law 
of  congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia and  the  territory  of  Florida,  and  for  the  pre- 
vention  of  that  traffic  between  the  states.  The  pe- 
titioners desired  a reference  to  a select  committee.. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to  lay  the 
motion  to  receive  on  the  table. 

On  this  question  Mr.  Morris  asked  the  yeas  arid 
nays,  and  said  he  desired  to  make  a question  of 
order.  The  constitution,  he  argued,  demanded,  in 
express  terms,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  should  be 
taken  on  every  question  brought  before  the  senate, 
when  the  yeas  and  nays  should  be  demanded  by 
one-filth  ol  the  members  present.  The  question  of 
order  which  he  raised,  therefore,  was  whether, 
when  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  ordered  on  any 
question,  it  was  in  order  or  constitutional  to  lay 
that  question  on  the  table  unless  with  a view'  to  take 
it  up  again  at  the  first  convenient  season.  [Con- 
versation near  the  desk  prevented  Mr.  M.  and 
others  from  being  distinctly  heard  by  the  reporters.] 

Mr.  Tipton  was  understood  to  say  that  the  gentle- 
man himself  was  not  in  order  to  argue  a question 
in  this  manner,  pending  a motion  to  lay  it  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Hubbard  was  understood  to  say  that  a ques- 
tion was  not  before  the  senate  in  the  sense  of  the 
constitution  till  it  was  actually  put  for  the  vote,  and 
then  the  senator  would  not  be  deprived  of  the  right 
to  record  his  name  if  he  were  seconded  by  one-fifth 
of  the  members  present,  as  the  constitution  re- 
quired. [The  noise  was  still  louder.] 

The  Vice  President  ( having  decided  the  question 
of  order  in  opposition  to  the  views  of  Mr.  Morris, 
and  Mt.  M.  having  appealed  to  the  senate  from  the 
decision  of  the  vice  president,)  proceeded  to  state 
the  question  as  above,  in  distinct  term.s,  and  to  give 
a succinct  account  of  the  proceedings  that  had  oc- 
curred on  this  petition. 

Mr.  Morris  withdrew  his  appeal.  Mr.  Norvell 
stated  briefly  that  both  the  subjects  embraced  in 
this  petition  would  in  all  probability  not  be  pre- 
sented for  legislation  by  the  senate  for  a long  time  to 
come.  On  this  account,  therefore,  il  on  no  other,  it 
was  proper  that  the  petition  should  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Miss.,  now  renewed  his  motion 
to  lay  the  motion  to  receive  on  the  table,  and  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton, Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
of  Ala.,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lump- 
kin, Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Preston,  Rives, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Strange,  Tipton,  Walker,  White, 
Williams,  of  Mi. — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Clayton,  Davis,  Knight, 
McKean,  Morris,  Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Ruggles, 


Smith,  of  Conn),  Smith,  of  Ind.,  Swift,  Williams,  of 
Me.— 14. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  the  petition  of  150  women 
of  Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania,  much  to  the 
same  effect  as  the  fortqer;  and  from  William  R. 
Wilson,  a citizen  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  no 
slave  state  may  be  hereafter  admitted  into  the 
Union,  and  remonstrating  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Miss.,  moved  again  that  the 
motion  to  receive  lie  on  the  table.  On  this  ques- 
tion Mr.  McKean  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  the  motion  was  carried:  Yeas  27, 
nays  12. 

Mr.  Buchanan  presented  a petition  from  a citizen, 
stating  that  he  had  discovered  the  means  of  pre- 
venting the  explosion  of  steam-boilers,  and  asking 
such  senators  as  might  please,  to  lest  the  value  of 
this  discovery.  Mr.  B.  said,  from  the  high  au- 
thority that  had  sustained  the  memorial,  he  was  in- 
duced to  believe  that  the  memorialist  had  really 
succeeded.  Also,  a petition  from  Catharine  How- 
ard. 

The  following,  among  other,  reports  were  made: 

By  Mr.  Smith,  of  Conn.,  from  the  committee  on 
agriculture,  asking  to  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of 
this  District,  asking  to  be  incorporated  into  a com- 
pany for  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  silk,  and 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Also,  asking  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Andrew  Logan,  in 
relation  to  the  same  subject. 

By  Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
a report  on  the  memorial  of  sundry  officers  of  the 
revenue  cutter  service,  asking  increase  of  pay,  re- 
commending the  postponement  of  all  further  action 
until  the  next  session  of  congress. 

By  Mr.  Strange,  from  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petiiitiorr  of 
Joseph  Edson. 

By  Mr.  Knight,  from  the  committee  on  the  con- 
tingent fund,  a report  on  the  memorial  of  certain  re- 
porters, asking  seats,  and  appropriating  one-half  the 
front  seat  of  the  east  gallery  to  their  use. 

By  Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military 
affairs,  a bill  to  provide  for  the  armed  occupation 
and  settlement  of  certain  parts  of  land  in  Florida, 
which  is  now  overrun  and  infested  by  marauding 
bands  of  hostile  Indians. 

A number  of  bills  were  also  introduced  on  leave, 
which  will  be  noticed  in  their  further  progress. 

Mr.  Rives  introduced  the  following  resolution: 

• Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requesled  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  senale  at  as  early  a day  as  practicable,  “the 
terms  of  any  agreement,”  informal  or  otherwise,  which 
may  have  been  entered  into  between  the  secretary  of 
war  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  respecting  the 
sale  or  payment  of  one  or  more  bonds  of  that  institu- 
tion, held  by  the  United  Stales,  relative  to  the  proeeeds 
of  the  deposite  thereof  in  said  bank,  the  periods  w hen, 
and  the  proportions  in  which,  they  were  to  be  drawn 
out,  the  places  where  to  be  paid,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  to  be  disbursed;  the  time  when  such 
arrangements  were  entered  into,  and  whether  with  the 
bank  directly,  or  with  an  agent  or  agents  of  the  bank, 
and,  in  the  latter  case,  the  name  or  names  of  such 
agents,  together  with  all  the  correspondence  which  nrav 
have  passed  between  the  secretary  of  war  and  the 
bank,  or  its  agents,  in  relation  thereto.  AJso,  copies  of 
all  circulars  issued,  or  instructions  given,  by  any  branch 
of  the  war  department  relative  to  the  mode  or  medium 
in  which  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  or  payment  of 
the  said  bonds,  or  any  part  thereof,  was  to  be  disbursed; 
and,  as  far  as  can  be  conveniently  stated,  the  amount 
which  has  been  disbursed  In  the  notes  of  the  bank  un- 
der the  said  instructions,  and  the  objects  for  which 
such  disbursements  were  made:  together  with  all  cor- 
respondence or  communications  which  may  have  taken 
place  between  the  secretary  of  war  and  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  or  its  agents,  or  between  him  and 
any  other  department  of  the  government,  on  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  these  instructions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  senate  such  proceed- 
ings as  have  been  had  under  a law  of  the  last  session, 
providing  for  the  examination  of  inventions  designed  to 
diminish  or  prevent  the  calamities  resulting  front  the  ex- 
plosion of  steam  boilers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  what  altera- 
tion, if  any,  the  progress  of  improvement  and  the  altered 
condition  of  the  city  of  Washington  render  it  expedient 
and  proper  to  make  in  the  charter  of  said  city. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  special  order  of  the 
day,  the  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  pub- 
lic lands,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  pending,  viz: 
“That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  with  instructions  to  restrict  the  right 
to  purchase  the  public  lands  at  the  reduced  price  of 
one  dollar  per  acre  and  of  seventy-five  cents  per 
acre  to  actual  settlers,  at  these  prices,  to  a quantity 


not  exceeding  160  acres.”  The  debate  was  con- 
tinued until  after  4 o’clock,  p.  m.,  and  the  question 
was  divided;  and,  having  been  taken  first  on  the 
recommitment,  there  were  for  the  motion  yeas  23, 
nays  20,  as  foHows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ky. 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster,  Knieht,  McKean, 
Merrick,  Morris,  Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Roane,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  la.,  Strange,  Swift, 
Williams,  of  Maine — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of 
Ala.  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Robinson,  Snnth,  of  Con- 
necticut, Tipton,  Walker,  Williams,  of  Miss.  Wright, 
Young — 20. 

The.  question  was  then  taken  on  the  instructing 
clause,  (leaving  a blank  in  the  place  of  “160  acres,”) 
and  carried,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ky.  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Lyon, 
McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles.  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  of  Indiana.,  Strange,  Swift,  Walker,  Williams, 
of  Maine — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Ala.  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton, 
Norvell,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Conn.  Tipton,  Williams, 
of  Miss.  Wright,  Young — 17. 

And  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

January  4.  Among  the  memorials  presented, 
was  one  by  Mr.  McKean,  from  a large  number  of 
citizens  of  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
congress  to  pass  a law  authorizing  and  requiring 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  build  an  armed 
steamboat  to  be  used  as  a revenue  cutter  on  the 
northern  lakes.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  com- 
merce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lumpkin, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  and  investigate 
the  causes  and  impediments  which  sooflen  obstruct  the 
regular  and  punctual  transportation  of  the  mails  to  and 
from  the  seat  of  government  on  the  great  leading  post 
routes  of  the  country,  and  report,  by  bill  or  otherwise, 
such  remedy  as  may  be  entitled  to  the  consideration  of 
congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mouton, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  erection  of  barracks  in  the  vicinity 
of  Shrevesport,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  such  military  force  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  settlement  in  that 
neighborhood. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  tile  senate  any  authentic  in- 
formation he  may  recendy  have  received  in  respect  to 
the  modes  of  collecting,  keeping,  and  disbursing  public 
moneys  in  foreign  countries. 

A number  of  reports  on  private  claims  were 
made. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  (he  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  the  bill  referred  to  them,  to  reduce  and 
graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  together  with 
the  amendment  which  they  were  instructed  to  re- 
port, limiting  the  benefits  of  the  bill  to  actual  set- 
tlers on  the  land  purchased  under  the  bill.  The 
committee  also  gave  notice  that  when  the  bill 
should  come  up,  another  amendment  would  be  of- 
fered from  them,  providing  that  others  than  actual 
settlers  on  the  land  under  the  bill  might  make 
purchases  under  the  bill  of  land  adjacent  to  the 
lands  on  which  they  resided,  for  the  single  purpose 
of  improving  or  benefiting  the  farms  which  they  al- 
ready possessed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  (with  the  general  consent 
of  the  friends  of  the  bill,)  the  amendment  (after 
printing)  and  the  bill  were  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

The  following  bills  were  introduced  on  leave: 

By  Mr.  Foster:  a bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
“an  act  authorizing  the  state  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  de- 
scribed, and  to  settle  the  claim  to  vacant  and  unap- 
propriated lands  within  the  same,”  passed  18th 
April,  1806. 

This  bill  cedes  forever  to  the  slate  of  Tennessee 
all  the  public  lands  lying  within  the  “congressional 
reservation,”  with  an  unconditional  right  of  pre- 
emption in  favor  of  occupants  for  200  acres  at  12  1-2 
cents  per  acre,  end  directing  the  proceeds  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  redemption  of  outstanding  North  Caro- 
lina land  warrants;  any  surplus  to  be  accounted  for  to 
the  United  States.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1844,  all 
the  vacant,  waste,  and  refuse  lands  lying  within  the 
“reservation”  are  ceded  forever  to  Tennessee,  with- 
out reserve. 

By  Mr.  Benton:  a bill  -authorizing  payment  to 
Missouri  volunteers  for  services  in  the  years  1829 
and  1836. 

After  the  adoption  of  several  resolutions  of  in- 
quiry, 

The  resolution  introduced  yesterday  by  Mr.  Rives, 
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calling  on  the  president  for  any  information  of  an 
arrangement  between  the  'secretary  of  war  and  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  was  taken  up  for  adop- 
tion. On  this  Mr.  R.  addressed  the  senate  at  great 
length,  and  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Niles,  who  gave 
way  for  a motion  to  adjourn  before  he  had  concluded 
his  remarks. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  December  29.  Mr.  Bond  asked  the 
house  at  this  time  to  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  under  discussion  yesterday,  provi- 
ding for  the  publication  of  certSin  documents  rela- 
ting to  public  defaulters. 

Objections  having  been  made, 

Mr.  Bond  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule ; on 
which  motion  there  appeared  ayes  60,  noes  45;  (no 
quorum  voting.) 

Mr.  Harlan  said  that,  as  he  was  desirous  to  know 
how  gentlemen  would  vote  on  this  queslion,  he 
would  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; which  were 
ordered. 

And  the  question  was  then  again  taken  and  deci- 
ded in  the  negative  : yeas  79,  nays  65  ; (not  two- 
thirds.) 

So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Chambers  rose  and  said  that  there  were  a 
number  of  bills  from  the  senate  on  the  speaker’s 
table,  on  which  no  action  had  yet  been  had,  and  to 
which  it  was  of  much  importance  that  prompt 
attention  should  be  given.  It  was  known  to  every 
member  of  the  house  that  the  private  calendar  had 
remained  wholly  untouched  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  congress.  It  was  lamentable  toseethe  num- 
ber of  claimants  who  were  left  in  a state  of  agoni- 
zing distress,  by  reason  of  their  long-neglected 
claims.  He  hoped  the  house  would  concur  in  the 
necessity  of  disposing  in  the  first  instance  of  the  bills 
on  the  speaker’s  table,  and  then  of  proceeding  with 
the  private  calendar ; and  he  asked  the  general  con- 
sent to  proceed  accordingly. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  hoped  his  colleague  would 
except  from  his  motion  the  bill  on  the  speaker’s 
table,  postponing  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  deposites  with  the  states. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  he  was  instructed,  when  that 
bill  came  up,  to  move  that  its  consideration  be  post- 
poned to  a day  certain. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Chambers)  in  the  necessity 
of  acting  on  the  important  business  which  had  ac- 
cumulated upon  the  house,  as  well  of  a private  as  of 
a public  character,  and  hoped  that,  in  future,  when 
gentlemen  made  speeches,  they  would  consolidate 
their  thoughts  as  much  as  possible,  and  not  consume 
the  time  of  the  house  in  empty  declamation. 

And  the  house,  by  unanimous  consent,  agreed  to 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers. 

A number  of  bills  from  the  senate  were  taken  up 
on  their  first  and  second  reading,  and  were  referred 
to  the  appropriate  committees. 

The  act  further  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment 
of  deposites  with  the  states,  was  taken  up,  and  ha- 
ving been  read  twice  by  its  title, 

V Mr.  Cambreleng  said  that,  in  obedience  to  the  di- 
rection of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  he 
would  move  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
this  bill  until  some  further  day  ; and  in  order  that 
there  might  be  a prospect  of  a good  attendance,  he 
would  move  that  its  further  consideration  be  post- 
poned until  Tuesday  week,  and  that  the  bill  be 
made  the  special  order  for  that  day. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  was  postponed  accordingly. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  compli- 
ance with  a resolution  of  the  house  of  the  7th  of 
July,  in  relation  to  the  donations  of  public  lands, 
the  quantity  surveyed,  the  plans  for  dividing  the 
proceeds,  the  improvements  most  eligible  in  the 
present  system  of  sale,  with  other  matters  of  a char- 
acter somewhat  similar. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  moved  to  lay  the  same  on 
the  table,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  Robertson  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Johnson)  to  withdraw  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  and  to  substitute  for  it  a motion 
similar  to  that  submitted  by  him  (Mr.  J.)  at  a 
former  session,  providing  lor  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  to  be  composed  of  one  member 
from  each  state,  to  whom  .this  communication 
should  be  referred,  in  connexion  with  the  resolutions 
heretofore  otfered  by  Mr.  Johnson  on  the  subject  of 
the  public  lands,  and  also  (if  he  thought  proper) 
the  resolutions  heretofore  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Haynes.) 

Mr.  Johnson  yielded  to  the  suggestion,  express- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  his  dc-siie  that,  if  such  a com- 
mittee were  appointed,  the  chair  would  place  some 
other  member  of  the  house  at  its  head.  The  docu 
ments  (over  which  he  had  just  glanced  his  eye) 


contained  most  important  and  valuable  information. 

Mr.  J.  then  withdrew  his  former  motion,  and 
moved  that  the  communication  and  documents,  to- 
gether with  the  resolutions  heretofore  ollered  by 
himself  and  the  resolutions  heretofore  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Haynes,)  on  the  ob- 
ject of  the  public  lands,  be  referred  to  a select  com- 
mittee to  be  composed  of  one  member  from  each 
slate,  and  that  they  printed. 

[Mr.  J also  moved  the  printing  of  5,000  extra 
copies  of  the  report  and  documents.] 

Mr.  Casey  said  this  subject  was  an  important  one. 
It  had  hitherto,  he  believed,  been  referred  to  the 
committee  on  public  lands,  and  as  he  believed  that 
snch  was  its  appropriate  direction,  he  would  move 
its  reference  to  that  committee. 

The  latter  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Mene- 
fee,  Robertson,  Haynes,  and  Fletcher,  of  Vermont, 
all  of  whom  advocated  the  reference  to  a committee 
of  one  from  each  state. 

Mr.  Ewing  said  he  apprehended  that  no  satisfacto- 
ry final  action  in  relation  to  the  subject-matter  of 
this  resolution  could  be  reasonably  expected  during 
the  unexpired  time  of  the  present  session.  A mul- 
tiplicity of  business,  of  deep  concern  to  the  county 
and  to  individuals,  is  now  matured  and  ready  for  the 
decision  of  the  house,  but  it  seems  that  vexed  ques- 
tions, with  schemes  and  experiments  “but  of  a min- 
ute old,”  are  thrown  before  us  in  succession,  which 
obstruct  all  salutary  progress,  and  keep  the  country 
agitated.  The  great  importance  of  the  subject  of  the 
public  lands  is  admitted  by  all,  yet  different  inter- 
ests are  involved;  and,  unfortunately,  we  are  not  one 
in  feeling,  or  in  sentiment,  when  the  matter  is  in- 
volved in  our  legislation.  He  would  not  now  enter 
upon  a discussion  of  the  policy  aimed  at,  or  the 
opinions  expressed.  He  did  not  conceive,  constitu- 
ted as  this  house  now  is,  and  circumstanced  as  the 
immediate  and  pressing  business  of  this  short  ses- 
sion still  remains,  when  one-third  of  our  constitu- 
tional period  of  service  had  expired,  that  any  salu- 
tary or  beneficial  result  can  be  effected.  The  best 
mode  to  secure  justice  to  those  citizens  and  states 
whose  rights  are  involved  in  portions  acquired  by 
cession,  portions  acquired  by  conquest,  and  portions 
acquired  by  purchase,  has  yet  to  he  devised.  His 
friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Robertson,)  had  express- 
ed his  views  during  the  last  session,  and  he  lament- 
ed to  find  them  in  conflict  with  his  own.  Now,  his 
friend  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Menefee,)  stands  forth 
complaining  on  behalf  of  his  state,  whose  bound- 
aries were  defined,  and  the  soil  relinquished  by 
Virginia,  independent  of  congressional  control. 
This  only  afforded  a small  glimpse  of  the  intricacy 
and  difficulties  surrounding  the  subject-matter.  The 
new  slates  had  causes  of  complaint  often  intimated 
and  not  to  be  blazoned  forth  at  this  moment.  The 
party  feelings  and  calculations  which  too  evidently 
insinuate  themselves  into  our  present  action  would 
clearly  point  to  the  propriety  of  allowing  the  subject 
to  rest  for  the  present.  But,  in  addition,  he  feared 
that  no  general  scale  of  division  could  now  be 
adopted  to  secure  equal  justice  to  the  new  states; 
they  were  little  more  than  one-third  represented  on 
that  floor — certainly  Indiana  so  stood — and  he  re- 
joiced that  the  period  approached  when  a full  and 
equal  delegation  could  be  sent  on  their  behalf.  He 
did  not  think,  usdess  a prospective  measure  of  right 
were  to  result,  that  the  people  of  the  west  could 
tacitly  submit.  After  the  next  census,  the  great 
inequality  in  numbers  here  will  not  exist,  and  a 
more  equitable  and  impartial  arrangement  of  the 
whole  matter  may  be  reasonably  expected.  For 
these  and  many  additional  reasons  he  could  present, 
a motion  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table  should, 
he  thought,  prevail;  if  not,  however,  he  would,  by 
all  means,  prefer  the  committee  on  public  lands  to 
investigate  the  subject,  who  have  labored  upon  and 
may  be  presumed  to  be  familiar  with  all  the  princi- 
ples involved,  to  one  constituted  as  the  resolution 
contemplates.  The  fewer  number  of  members  have 
leisure  now  to  grasp  a knowledge  of  the  subject, 
and  he  would  make  the  motion  that  the  resolution 
be  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  present. 

[Mr.  Ewing  was  appealed  to  from  various  quar- 
ters to  withdraw  his  motion.  He  acquiesced  with 
an  eye,  he  said,  to  a bill  from  the  senate  for  gradua- 
ting, which  he  anticipated  would  again  come  down 
upon  the  house,  and  withdrew  the  motion  accord- 
ingly.] 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to  refer 
the  subject  to  the  committee  on  public  lands,  (that 
motion  taking  precedence  of  a motion  to  refer  to  a 
select  committee. ) 

Mr.  Tillinghast,  in  a few  observations,  advocated 
the  reference  to  a select  committee  representing  all 
the  states. 

After  which,  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  said  that,  as 
gentlemen  would  have  an  opportunity  hereafter  r.l 
Qaking  their  speeches,  he  would  move  the  previous 
question. 


Which  motion  was  seconded. 

And  the  house  ordered  the  main  question  to  be 
now  taken. 

And  on  the  main  question,  being  first  on  the  refer- 
ence to  the  committee  on  public  lands,  Mr.  Childs 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered, 
and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  51,  nays  130. 

So  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands  was  rejected. 

The  queslion  then  recurred,  and  was  taken,  on  the 
motion  to  refer  the  subject  to  a select  committee,  to 
be  composed  of  one  member  from  each  state;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  subject  was  referred  accordingly. 

The  house  took  up  and  considered  the  motion  to 
print  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  above  documents; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Chair  laid  before  the  house  a communication 
from  the  first  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  congress, 
containing  a statement  of  such  officers  as  have  imt 
rendered  their  accounts  within  the  year,  or  have 
balances  unaccounted  for,  advanced  one  year  prior 
to  the  30th  September,  1838. 

2.  Statement  of  the  accounts  in  his  office  which 
have  remained  unsettled,  or  on  which  balances  ap- 
pear to  have  been  due  more  than  three  years  prior  to 
30th  September,  1838. 

3.  An  abstract  of  moneys  advanced  prior  to  the 
3d  of  March,  1809,  on  the  books  of  the  late  account- 
ant of  the  war  department,  and  which  remained  to 
be  accounted  for  on  the  books  of  the  third  auditor. 

A motion  made  by  Mr.  Wise,  to  print  5,000  extra 
copies  of  the  above  document,  was  considered  and 
agreed  to. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Pope  presented  a joint  reso- 
lution from  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  on  the  sub- 
ject o(  a western  armory.  Referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  military  affairs. 

The  house  took  up  the  following  bills,  which  were 
on  their  third  reading,  viz:  A bill  tor  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  of  col.  George  Gibson.  A bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thoma3  P.  Harrison.  A bill  for  the  relief  of 
Josiab  Strong  and  Samuel  Remmick.  A bill  for  the 
relief  of  James  Bailey.  A bill  for  the  relief  of 
Pamelia  Brown,  widow  of  the  late  major  general 
Brown.  All  which,  except  the  last,  were,  after  con- 
siderable discussion,  postponed  for  three  weeks.  A 
similar  motion  was  made  respecting  the  bill  of  Mrs. 
Brown;  but  before  it  was  decided,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Select  committee  upon  the  subject  of  post  donations 
of  public  lands,  quality  surveyed,  jiLms for  dividing  1 1,  or 
its  proceeds,  tyc.  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  Da- 
vee,  Atherton,  Cushing,  Tillinghast,  Holt,  Allen,  of 
Vermont,  Parker,  Aycrigg, Potter,  Milligan,  Robertson, 
of  Virginia,  Connor,  Pickens,  Haynes,  Menefee,  Mc- 
Clellan, of  Tennessee,  Hamer,  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
Boon,  Prentiss,  Snyder,  Lewis,  Harrison,  Yell,  Crary. 

Monday,  December  31.  Mr.  Haynes  asked  the 
house  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
the  president’s  message;  but  withdrew  his  motion 
on  the  request  of  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  wdio 
asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution  providing  that  when 
this  house  adjourn  to-day,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet 
on  Wednesday  next  at  12  o’clock.  Objections  hav- 
ing been  made, 

Mr.  Garland  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule, 
which  motion  was  agreed  to.  And  the  resolution 
being  before  the  house,  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  was 
about  to  propose  an  amendment,  (which  bethought 
might  as  well  be  adopted  as  the  resolution  itself,) 
providing  that  when  this  house  adjourn,  it  would 
adjourn  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  December 
next;  but  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  not  insist  on  his 
amendment.  And  the  question  being  taken,  the 
resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Haynes  then  renewed  his  request  that  the 
house  resolve  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  reference  of  the 
president’s  message.  Mr.  Briggs  inquired  of  the 
chair  what  was  the  regular  business  of  the  morn- 
ing? The  Speaker  replied  that,  under  the  rule,  the 
states  and  territories  would  be  first  called  in  their 
order  for  memorials,  after  which  the  regular  business 
would  be  pelitions.  Mr.  Bronson  said  he  hoped  that 
the  house  would  be  allowed  at  least  one  day  more 
to  send  subjects  to  the  committees. 

Mr.  Haynes  then  waived  his  motion  for  the  pre- 
sent. Whereupon,  the  Speaker  commenced  the  call 
lor  resolutions,  in  the  order  of  the  stales. 

Mr.  Cushman  presented  the  following  joint  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  (two- 
thirds  of  both  houses  concurring  therein,)  That  the  fol- 
lowing article  he  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
several  states,  as  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which,, when  ratified  by  the  legisla- 
tures of  three-fourths  of  the  said  states,  shall  he  valid  us 
a part  of  said  constitution,  namely: 
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“That  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  holding,  or  of 
being  elected  to,  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit, 
either  civil  or  military,  legislative,  executive,  or  judicial, 
under  the  government  of  the  United  States,  who  shall 
hereafter  fight  a duel,  or  send  or  accept  a challenge  to 
fight  a,  duel,  the  probable  issue  of  which  may  be  the 
death  of  the  challenger  or  challenged,  or  shall  be  a se- 
cond to  either  party,  or  shall  in  any  manner  aid  or  assist 
in  such  duel,  or  shall  be,  knowingly,  the  bearer  of  such 
challenge  or  acceptance.” 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  Mr.  Cushman 
moved  its  second  reading;  which  was  agreed  to. 
And  the  resolution  having  been  read  a second  time, 
Mr.  Wm.  C.  Johnson  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table.  Mr.  Grennell  inquired  whether  a motion  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  until  a 
day  certain  would  take  precedence  of  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table.  The  Chair  replied  in  the  nega- 
tive. Mr.  Cushman  hoped  that  the  resolution  would 
be  suffered  to  take  the  usual  course.  He  moved 
that  it  be  printed.  Mr.  Mams  asked  a division  of 
the  question.  He  had  no  objection  to  print  the  re- 
solution, but  he  could  not  vote  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson  then  withdrew  his  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

[So  it  lies  over,  under  the  rule,  one  day,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  printed.] 

Mr.  Cushing  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
which  lies  over  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested,  if  in  his  judgment  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  interests,  to  communicate  to  this  bouse — 

1.  The  correspondence,  if  any,  which  has  been  had, 
between  the  government  of  the  United  States  and  that 
of  Great  Britain,  or  the  military  or  civil  authorities  of 
either,  in  relation  to  the  troubles  in  the  British  provinces 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  and  to  alleged  violations 
of  neutrality  on  the  part  whether  of  Great  Britain,  or 
the  United  States,  or  any  of  the  officers,  subjects,  or  citi- 
zens of  each. 

2.  The  correspondence  had,  or  measures  taken,  by 
the  executive,  if  any,  regarding  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  made  prisoners  of  war  at  any  time  in  any  of  the 
insurrectionary  movements  of  Upper  or  Lower  Can- 
ada. 

3.  Whether  the  government  of  Great  Britain  has 
made  reparation  for  the  seizure  and  destruction  of  the 
steamboat  Caroline  within  the  waters  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  murder  of  American  citizens  on  board 
the  same,  by  a band  of  armed  invaders  from  the  pro- 
vince of  Upper  Canada,  acting  under  the  orders  andt 
authority  of  the  colonial  government  of  said  province. 

4.  Whether  the  government  of  the  United  Stares  has 
entered  into  negotiations  with  that  of  Great  Britain  for 
the  purpose  of  arresting  and  preventing  the  further  dis- 
tribution of  presents  and  payment,  of  war-subsidies  by 
the  latter  government  to  the  Indian  tribes  within  the 
territorial  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States; 
and,  if  so,  what  has  been  the  result  of  the  said  negotia- 
tions. 

5.  Whether  the  government  of  the  United  States  has 
given  to  that  of  Great  Britain  the  stipulated  notice  to  an- 
nul and  abrogate  the  convention  of  the  6th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1827,  under  cover  of  which,  and  of  the  convention 
of  the  20th  October,  1818,  the  Hudson’s  Bay  company 
has  proceeded,  by  the  connivance,  or  with  the  permis- 
sion, of  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  to  establish 
military  posts  in  the  territories  of  the  United  States  be- 
yond the  Rocky  mountains. 

6.  Whether  the  government  of  the  United  States  has 
taken  any  measures,  and,  if  any,  what,  to  adjust,  settle, 
and  mark  the  boundaries  between  the  United  States 
and  the  British  provinces  in  North  America,  from  St. 
Mary’s  falls,  between  lake  Huron  and  lake  Superior, 
and  so  northwardly  and  westwardly  along  the  frontier 
of  the  sta.e  of  Michigan  and  the  territories  of  Wisconsin 
and  Iowa  to  the  Rocky  mountains. 

7.  What  correspondence,  if  any,  the  government  of 
the  United  States  has  had  with  that  of  Great  Britain,  or 
any  of  its  authorities  or  officers,  or  with  the  government 
of  the  state  of  Maine,  in  regard  to  the  late  survey  or  in- 
vestigation of  the  northeastern  boundary  line  of  the 
United  States  by  the  government  of  said  state. 

8.  Whether  any  correspondence  has  recently  passed 
between  the  British  and  American  governments  relative 
to  the  free  navigation  of  the  navigable  rivers  contermi- 
nous to  the  United  States  and  the  British  possessions  in 
North  America,  or  of  navigable  rivers  running  in  part 
or  in  whole  through  the  territories  of  both  governments, 
and,  if  so,  the  result  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Cushing  then  said  that,  in  the  discharge  of  his 
particular  duty  as  a member  of  the  house,  his  atten- 
tion had  been  turned  to  another  subject  of  inquiry, 
perfectly  unexceptionable  in  itself,  and  ol  the  deep- 
est immediate  interest  to  the  whole  Union;  and  more 
especially  to  the  states  of  the  south  and  west.  He 
asked  that  the  resolution  of  inquiry  should  be  read, 
in  order  that  the  house  might  judge  whether  they 
would  permit  him  to  offer  it  at  this  time;  which  he 
would  not  ask  if  die  subject  were  not  one  of  press- 
ing immediate  importance. 

The  house  assenting,  Mr.  Cushing  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  be  printed;  and  which  lies  over  one  day  under 
the  rule: 

Whereas,  in  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  at  the  opening  of  the  eighteenth  congress,  it 


was,  among  other  things,  avowed  and  proclaimed  as  the 
settled  naiional  policy  of  the  United  States,  that  “in  the 
wars  of  the  European  powers,  in  matters  relating  to 
themselves,  we  have  never  taken  any  part,  nor  does  it 
comport  with  our  policy  so  to  do;”  that  “with  the  move- 
ments in  this  hemisphere  we  are  of  necessity  more  im- 
mediately connected;’’  that  “we  owe  it,  therefore,  to 
candor  and  to  the  amicable  relations  existing  between 
the  United  States  and  those  powers,  to  declare,  that  we 
should  consider  any  attempt  on  their  part  to  exiend  their 
system  to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety;’’  that  “with  the  existing  colo- 
nies or  dependencies  of  any  European  power  we  have 
not  interfered,  and  shall  not  interfere;  but  with  the  gov- 
ernments who  have  declared  their  independence,  and 
maintained  it,  and  whose  independence  we  have  on 
great  consideration  and  on  just  principles  acknow- 
leged,  we  could  not  view  any  interposition  for  the  pur- 
pose of  oppressing  them,  or  controlling  in  any  other 
manner  their  destiny,  by  any  European  power,  in  any 
other  light  than  as  the  manifestation  of  an  unfriendly 
disposition  towards  the  United  States;”  and  that  “it  is 
impossible,  therefore,  that  we  should  behold  such  inter- 
position, in  any  form,  with  indifference.” 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  inform  this  house,  if  the  same  be 
not  in  his  judgment  incompatible  vvith  the  public  inte- 
rest, what  explanations  the  king  of  the  French  has  ren- 
dered to  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  recent 
blockade  of  a part  of  the  coast  of  the  Mexican  republic 
by  France — the  treatment  of  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
public  or  private,  by  the  blockading  squadron — the  re- 
duction of  the  castle  of  San  Juan  deUlloa — and  the  ul- 
terior views  and  designs  of  the  French  government  re- 
specting the  Mexican  republic.  Also,  to  inform  the 
house  whether  he  has  proffered  to  either  of  the  contend- 
ing parties  the  mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the 
premises;  and  to  communicate  any  correspondence,  on 
the  subjects  aforesaid,  which  may  have  passed  between 
the  government  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  France 

Air.  Adams  rose  and  said:  It  would  be  recollect- 
ed that  on  the  6th  December  he  had  offered  three 
resolutions,  calling  upon  the  president  of  the  United 
States  for  certain  information,  and  which,  by  the 
rule,  were  ordered  to  lie  over  one  day.  As  nearly 
a month  had  elapsed,  and  no  action  had  been  had 
on  them,  he  asked  that  they  be  now  taken  up  and 
disposed  of. 

[The  resolutions  relate  to  certain  transactions 
between  our  minister  at  the  court  of  St.  James  and 
Daniel  O’Connell,  esq.] 

Objections  having  been  made, 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  if  the  objections  were  per- 
sisted in,  he  should  feel  himself  underthe  necessity, 
if  in  order,  of  moving  a suspension  of  the  rule  to 
take  up  the  resolutions.  And  he  would  send  to 
the  clerk’s  table  a letter  which  he  had  received  this 
morning,  and  which  he  wished  should  be  read  to 
the  house,  as  furnishing  his  motive  for  desiring 
the  resolutions  to  be  taken  up  at  this  time. 

lhe  letter,  which  was  then  read,  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms  : 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  Dec.  19. 

J.  Q.  Adams:  Sir:  In  looking  over  the  proceedings 
of  congress  I observed  that  you  have  introduced  your 
fantastics  a gain,  by  trying  to  impeact  the  caricter 
and  honer  of  our  minister  to  England,  Mr.  Stevenson. 
Mr.  S.  is  a relative  of  mine  one  whom  I hold  dear  to 
me  and  shall  call  you  to  account  when  I get  to  was- 
ington  I think  and  so  dose  the  country  that  Mr.  S.  was 
condesending  to  muct  to  notice  sact  a prince  of  devils, 
suet  as  I consider  you,  and  on  my  arrival  in  metropolis 
I shall  shoot  you  the  very  first  lime  you  rise  to  make  any 
remarke  about  my  friend  Mr.  S.  So  soon  as  AI.  C. 
Perry  returns  to  the  U.  S.  you  will  die  certain,  you  are 
better  suited  for  a cell  in  the  mad  house  than  a seat  in 
one  of  the  highest  places  on  earth,  I am  a sea  faring 
man  my  self  and  would  to  my  god  ware  I premitted  to 
see  you  in  the  act  of  speaking  disrespectfully  of  my 
friend’s  if  you  mention  their  names  no  explanation  will 
satisfy  me  only  to  take  your  life  and  that  I shall  dou  in 
present  of  the  assembled  wisdom  of  the  wourld,  I ex- 
pect to  fight  a duel  in  the  D C of  Columbia  be  for  the 
session  is  ended,  if  you  open  your  bread  trap  about  that 
mode  of  selling  affair  I shall  be  as  muct  induced  to 
assau  you  as  on  most  any  things  els  I shall  be  in  VVas- 
ington  by  the  2d  January  1839. 

B.  J.  Conrald. 

The  objections  to  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
tions  not  having  been  withdrawn,  Mr.  Adams  re- 
peated that  his  object  in  having  this  letter  read 
was  to  get  the  house  to  pass  the  resolutions  at  this 
time.  It  would  be  seen  that  the  letter  threatened 
the  life  of  a member  of  this  house,  for  what  he  had 
done  and  said  here.  As  a privileged  question,  he 
had  no  motion  to  make,  although  it  was  in  his 
power  to  do  so,  if  he  pleased.  But  he  wished  the 
house  to  act  their  pleasure  on  the  letter.  It  threat- 
ened assassination  even  in  the  presence  of  the 
house,  and  that  within  two  days  of  this  time. 

Air.  Reed  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  the  said  resolutions,  and 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  moiion,  (which 
were  not  ordered.)  And  the  resolutions  having 
been  read,  Mr.  Thomas  said  he  hoped  that  before 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  sq/ie  gentleman 
would'  rise  and  say  that  he  regarded  this  letter  as 


something  more  than  a miserable  quiz.  Air.  Daw- 
son was  understood  to  suggest  that  it  could  be  noth- 
ing more  than  a burlesque  or  quiz. 

Mr.  Robertson  was  opposed  to  a suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  inquired  whether  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  tylassachusetts,  Reed,)  could 
be  so  amended  as  to  confine  the  house,  should  it 
deem  proper  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  letter  only. 

The  Speaker  said  that  when  the  rules  had  been 
suspended,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ro- 
bertson) would  then  have  it  in  his  power  to  move 
an  amendment,  introducing  the  letter  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  house.  Air.  Boon  moved  to  lay  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule  on  the  table.  Mr.  Reed 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  Boon  thereupon 
withdrew  his  motion. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion 
to  suspend  the  rule,  the  question  was  taken  and 
decided  in  the  negative  without  a division.  So  the 
rule  was  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Adams  rose  and  said  that  he  would  thank 
the  chair  to  return  the  assassinating  letter  to  him. 
And  it  was  returned  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Curtis, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
causes  why  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  ascertain,  by  means  of  the  Weekly  and 
monthly  returns,  and  other  records  in  his  office,  the  de- 
falcation of  the  late  collector  of  New  York,  when  it  first 
commenced,  or  at  the  different  settlements  afterwards 
before  his  term  of  office  expired.  That  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  be  requested,  also  to  communicate  to 
this  house  a copy  of  his  circular  addressed  to  the  col- 
lector of  New  York  in  November,  1835,  and  copies  of 
all  the  returns  made  by  said  collector  in  compliance 
with  said  circular;  and  also  to  inform  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives whether  the  practice  of  entering  on  the 
books  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  kept  in  his  own 
office,  the  quarterly  accounts  current  of  the  customs, 
as  soon  as  received  by  the  first  auditor,  has  been  dis- 
continued, and  when  discontinued;  and  whether  the 
practice,  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  of  calling  for 
the  account  current  of  the  customs  received  at  the  office 
of  the  first  auditor,  and  the  quarterly  accounts  of  col- 
lectors, and  of  comparing  the  same  with  the  several  re- 
turns rendered  to  the  secretary  by  collectors,  in  con- 
formity with  the  requisitions  of  his  circular  of  14th  Oc- 
tober, 1818,  and  repeated  on  the  12th  November,  1835, 
has  been  discontinued  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
and  when  discontinued;  and  also,  whether,  if  the  prac- 
tice of  properly  arranging  and  comparing  the  said  last 
mentioned  returns  of  collectors  with  each  other,  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  has  been  discon- 
tinued, and  when  discontinued;  and  that  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  also  inform  this  house  whether,  in  his 
opinion,  the  defalcation  of  the  late  collector  of  New 
York  could  have  been  concealed  from  the  naval  officer 
of  that  port,  if  the  said  naval  officer  had  “examined 
the  collector’s  abstracts  of  duties,  and  other  accounts  of 
receipts,  bonds,  and  expenditures,1”  with  ordinary  and 
proper  caution,  before  certifying  the  same,  and 
had  faithfully  performed  the  duties  imposed  by  law 
upon  naval  officers;  and  that  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury also  communicate  to  this  house  copies  of  all  cor- 
respondence between  the  treasury  department  and  Wil- 
liam M.  Price,  late  district  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  in  relation  to 
any  bond  or  bonds  executed  by  the  securities  of  said 
Swartw'out  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  as 
collector  of  New  York;  and  also  to  communicate  co- 
pies of  all  bonds  executed  to  the  United  States  by  the 
sureties  of  said  Swartwout. 

A resolution  offered  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  au- 
thorizing the  select  committee  appointed  on  the 
subject  of  a national  foundry  and  of  the  public 
lands,  to  employ  a clerk,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Wise  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee,  to  consist  of  nine 
members,  and  to  be  elected  by  ballot,  be  constituted, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  inquire 
and  report  whether  there  are- sufficient  grounds  on 
which  to  found  an  impeachment  by  this  house  of  Levi 
Woodbury,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  objection  having  been  made  by  Mr. 
Cushman,  the  resolution,  giving  rise  to  debate,  lies 
over  one  day. 

[Mr.  Wise  hoped  it  would  appear  on  the  journal 
who  had  made  this  objection.] 

Air.  L.  Williams  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  lately  appointed 
on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  changing'  the  mode  of 
selling  said  lands,  so  as  to  require  that  all  the  bids  of 
purchasers  shall  hereafter  be  made  or  proposed  in 
writing,  in  the  same  manner  as  bids  are  now  made  for 
contracts  in  the  post  office  department. 

Mr.  Adams  offered  the  following  amendment: 

And  that  they  inquire  into  the  frauds  that  have  been 
practised  in  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  report 
to  .this  house  a remedy  therefor. 

Air.  L.  Williams  accepted  this  as  a modification. 
And  Air.  Snyder  expressing  his  desire  to  speak  to 
this  question,  the  resolution,  as  modified,  lies  over 
one  clay,  by  the  rule. 
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The  state  of  South  Carolina  having  been  called, 

Mr.  Pickens  rose  amt  said,  that  he  tiad  prepared  a 
resolution  he  intended  to  present,  in  relation  to  the 
movements  of  the  French  squadron  on  the  coast  of 
Mexico,  but  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Cushing)  had  introduced  one  that  covered  Ihc 
ground,  and  Mr.  P.  would  withhold  his.  He  was 
rejoiced  to  see  the  resolution  coming  from  the  quar- 
ter it  did.  A question  of  great  importance  might 
arise,  in  which  the  southwestern  states  would  feel 
a deep  interest,  and  we  could  not  look  to  it  too  soon. 

Mr.  Stanly  offered  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved , That  in  the  opinion  of  this  house  peti- 
tions praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  in  the  territories  or  in  the  stptes,  with  “a 
view”  of  aft'ecdng  slavery  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, or  in  the  stales,  or  in  the  territories,  ought  not  to  be 
received,  entertained,  or  considered  by  the  house. 

Resolved,  That  congress  has  no  right  to  do  that  indi- 
rectly which  it  cannot  do  directly,  and  that  the  agita- 
tion of  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, or  in  the  territories,  or  in  any  manner,  with  a view 
of  disturbing  or  overthrowing  that  institution  either  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the  territories,  or  in  the 
several  states,  is  equally  unconstitutional,  and  beyond 
its  legislative  competency,  and  is  an  infringement  of 
the  rights  of  the  states,  and  a breach  of  the  public  faith 
on  which  they  entered  into  the  confederacy. 

Resolved,  That  all  attempts  on  the  part  of  congress 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the 
territories,  or  to  ‘ regulate”  the  removal  of  slaves  lrom 
state  to  state,  or  to  discriminate  between  the  institutions 
of  one  portion  of  the  confederacy  and  another,  either 
with  a view  of  disturbing  or  overthrowing  that  institu- 
tion in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the  territories,  or 
in  the  states,  are  in  violation  of  the  constitution,  de- 
structive of  the  fundamental  principle  on  which  the 
union  of  these  states  rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdiction 
of  congress;  and  that,  as  such,  no  petition,  memorial, 
resolution,  proposition,  or  paper  touching  or  relating  in 
any  way,  or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  slavery  as  afore- 
said, or  to  the  abolition  thereof,  shall  be  entertained  or 
considered  by  this  house. 

Resolved,  That  “the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to 
assemble  and  to  petition  tire  government  for  a redress 
of  grievances,”  as  secured  by  the  first  article  of  the 
amendments  to  the  constitution,  does  not  give  to  citi- 
zens of  non-slaveholding  states  the  right  to  petition 
congress  to  interfere  with  or  abolish  slavery,  either  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the  territories,  or  in  the 
spates,  inasmuch  as  slavery  is  denied  by  the  cilizens  of 
the  slaveholding  states  to  be  a “grievance,”  and  was  not 
so  considered  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

[In  offering  the  resolutions,  Mr.  Stanly  said  his 
object  was  to  supply  the  omissions  in  the  resolutions 
which  caucus  No.  2 had  made.  Those  now  offered 
by  him  contained  the  substance  of  those  which  cau- 
cus No.  1 had  agreed  upon,  and  afterwards  recon- 
sidered.] 

The  Speaker  decided  that,  under  the  resolution  of 
the  12th  instant,  these  resolutions  must  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Adams.  Sir,  are  these  resolutions  to  be  laid 
on  the  table.  The  Speaker.  Yes.  So  the  resolu- 
tions were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretaries  of  state,  treasury,  war, 
and  navy,  and  the  postmaster  general,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  respectfully  required  to  report  and  commu- 
nicate to  this  house,  as  soon  as  practicable,  what  were 
the  expenses  of  their  respective  departments,  including 
every  item  of  expenditure,  in  the  year  commencing  on 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1823,  and  ending  on  the  3d  day 
of  March,  1829,  and  so  on  for  each  successive  year,  tip 
to  the  4th  of  March,  1833,  and  from  thence  up  to  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1839,  placing  each  item  of  expen- 
diture under  its  proper  head;  and  further,  to  report  and 
communicate  the  number  of  clerks  and  other  officers, 
of  every  description  whatever,  belonging  to  their  re- 
spective departments,  with  the  salary  or  pay  of  each,  in 
each  year,  separately,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1823,  and  so  on  for  each  successive  year  up  to 
the  4th  of  March,  1833,  and  from  thence  up  to  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1839. 

The  resolution  would  regularly  lie  over  one  day, 
but  Mr.  VV.  asked  the  house  to  consider  it  at  this 
time.  Objection  having  been  made,  Mr.  Williams 
moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken, 
were  yeas  106,  nays  61.  (Not  two-thirds.)  So  the 
rule  was  not  suspended. 

Mr.  S.  Williams,  by  leave,  then  modified  his  reso- 
lution by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

And  further,  to  report  how  much  (if  any  thing)  has 
been  allowed  as  extra  pay  to  any  clerk  or  other  officer 
of  their  respective  departments,  at  any  time  within  the 
foregoing  periods,  and  for  what  services  those  extra  al- 
lowances were  made. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a very  large  number  of 
resolutions  were  offered,  the  insertion  of  which  we 
must  postpone  until  the  next  week. 

Tlie  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a communica- 
tion from  the  postmaster  general,  containing  the  an- 
nual estimates  for  the  year  1839,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 


On  motion,  the  house  then  adjourned  till  Wed- 
nesday, at  12  o’clock. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  2.  The  journal  having  been 
read — 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  inserting 
the  following: 

“A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams 
that  the  rules  in  relation  to  the  order  of  business  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  house  do  now  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  resolutions  submitted  by  him  on 
6ih  of  December,  calling  on  die  president  of  the  United 
Stales  for  certain  information  in  relation  to  the  conduct 
of  Andrew  Stevenson,  minister  to  Great  Britain,  and 
to  the  conduct  of  Matthew  C.  Perry,  a captain  in  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  which  resolutions  were  laid 
on  the  table  one  day,  on  the  day  they  were  submitted, 
under  the  rule:  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Adams  sent  to 
the  clerk's  table  a letter  received  by  him,  threatening 
his  assassination  for  his  proceedings  in  the  House  in 
relation  to  said  resolutions,  which  letter  was  read;  and 
on  the  motion  that  the  rules  be  suspended  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid,  Mr.  Adams  called  for  the  yeas  iand 
nays,  which  were  not  ordered;  and  the  question  being 
put,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative.” 

In  explaining  the  object  of  this  motion,  Mr.  Ad- 
ams alluded  to  the  length  of  time  during  which 
the  resolutions  had  laid  on  the  table,  although  in  the 
technical  language  of  the  rule,  ordered  to  lie  there 
only  one  day.  The  second  laying  over,  he  supposed, 
would  be  lor  the  whole  of  the  session.  Therefore 
it  was  that  he  had  sent  to  the  chair  the  letter  in 
question,  a sample  of  many  which  he  had  received, 
but  which  related  to  the  particular  resolutions  he 
had  been  desirous  to  take  up.  And  he  felt  the  more 
anxiety  to  do  this,  because  the  threatening  letter  was 
precisely  and  identically  of  the  same  character  as 
the  transactions  of  which  the  resolutions  had  refer- 
ence. There  was  a conspiracy  of  assassination  in 
the  one  case,  and  a threat  of  assassination  in  the 
other;  the  conspiracy  of  assassination  being,  in  his 
opinion,  baser  than  the  threat  of  assassination  to 
him. 

The  Speaker  here  called  Mr.  Adams  to  order. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  rose  and  said,  that  he 
should  not  oppose  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  although  he 
thought  it  was  unnecessary.  He  (Mr.  L.)  was  the 
immediate  representative  of  the  town  of  Montgo- 
mery, in  Alabama.  He  had  inspected  the  letter, 
and  had  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  it  a quiz. 
There  was  no  man  of  that  name  in  the  town,  and, 
from  the  whole  appearance  of  the  letter,  it  was  evi- 
dently one  of  those  pseudon’ymous  communications 
which  had  been  received  by  many  members  of  this 
house,  himself  among  the  number. 

Mr.  Robertson  said  that  he  was  the  immediate  re- 
presentative of  the  district  in  which  Mr.  Stevenson 
resided;  that  he  (Mr.  R.)  w'as  well  acquainted  with 
the  relatives  and  friends  of  I hat  gentleman,  and  that 
he  did  not  know  any  one  amongst  them  by  the  name 
of  D.  Convatd.”  And  he  acquiesced  entirely  in 
the  opinion  expiessed  by  Mr.  Mr.  Lewis,  of  Alaba- 
ma, that  the  letter  was  a hoax. 

Mr.  Adams  (amidst  a good  deal  of  confusion, 
which  rendered  his  voice  not  distinctly  audible,) 
was  understood  to  say  that  he  felt  much  obliged  by 
the  leering  which  was  manifested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  (Mr.  Lewis,)  on  this  occasion.  It 
is  (continued  Mr.  A ) an  honorable  feeling  to  him, 
and  I thank  him  for  il.  But  it  is  not  the  trick  itself1 — 
it  is  not  the  danger — I have  no  fear  of  danger.  1 
must,  however,  be  permitted  to  say  that  a threat  of 
assassination,  in  writing,  with  a signed  name,  whe- 
ther true  or  false,  to  a member  of  this  house,  for 
what  he  has  done  here,  cannot,  with  much  proprie- 
ty, be  considered  a quiz.  Murder  is  a quiz!  Trea- 
son is  a quiz!  Forgery  is  a quiz! 

The  Speaker  reminded  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts that  the  question  before  the  house  was 
on  the  the  amendment  of  the  journal.  Mr.  Adams. 
I was  merely  responding  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  (Mr.  Lewis,)  lor  which 
I feel  particularly  grateful.  Mr.  Lewis  said  he 
hoped  lie  was  not  understood  as  justifying  such  com- 
munications. The  Spea/cer  said  it  was  not  in  order  to 
enter  upon  the  subject  of  the  letter  in  any  Ibrin.  Mr. 
Adams  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to 
amend,  but  they  were  not  ordered.  And  the  ques- 
tion was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative; 
ayes  70,  noes  87.  So  the  motion  to  amend  the 
journal  was  rejected.  Mr.  Adams  inquired  of  the 
chair  if  the  motion  he  had  made  would  now  be  en- 
tered on  the  journal.  The  Speaker  replied  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Haynes  asked  the  house  to  go  into  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  president’s  message.  Ob- 
jections having  been  made,  Mr.  H.  moved  a sus- 
pension of  the  rules  : which  motion  was  rejected. 
Mr.  Cushman  asked  the  general  consent  of  the  house 
io  make  a statement  in  relation  to  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury, 


Objections  having  been  made,  Mr.  C.  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  to  enable  him  to  make  it ; 
which  motion  w as  agreed  to  : ayes  114,  noes  38,  so 
the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  Cushman  then  rose  and  said  : I will  not  tres- 
pass/upon  the  time  of  the  house,  not  even  so  long 
as  it  has  taken  to  decide  the  question  whether  I 
should  proceed  or  not.  All  I wish  to  say  is,  that,  on 
Monday  last,  a resolution  was  oflered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  proposing  to 
raise  a select  committee  to  investigate  the  conduct 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  to  see  if  that 
eomnrittee  could  find  sufficient  evidence  on  which 
to  found  articles  of  impeachment.  The  proposition 
was,  that  the  members  of  the  committee  should  be 
selected  by  ballot.  I objected  to  the  resolution  at 
the  time,  but  it  was  not  because  I was  opposed  to 
the  investigation.  Far  from  it,  Sir,  I knew  at  that 
time  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  would  solicit 
such  an  investigation  whenever  the  house  desired 
it ; and  I say  now,  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia will  so  modify  his  resolution  as  to  provide  that 
the  committee  shall  be  raised  forthwith,  in  the  usual 
form  and  manner,  [Mr.  C.  was  here  interrupted 
with  loud  exclamations  of  “ Oh,  oh  !”]  I will 
withdraw  my  objection.  I will  even  go  further. 
So  desirous,  so  anxious  is  this  distinguished  officer 
of  the  government  to  have  his  conduct  investigated 
— and  I am  authorized  to  state  that  he  is  so — that,  if 
the  house  could  raise  a committee  by  ballot  within 
any  (reasonable  time,  I will  make  no  objection. 

Mr.  Menefee  rose  to  a point  of  order.  [Cries  of 
“ He  is  through,”  “he  is  through.”]  My  point  is 
that  the  house  gave  leave  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  (Mr  Cushman)  to  make  a statement  of 
a matter  of  fact;  whereas  the  gentleman  was  re- 
suming the  argument  which  had  been  commenced 
on  the  subject — Mr.  Cushman.  I have  done.  Mr. 
Prentiss  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  New-Hampshire  was 
the  subject  ot  reply?  The  Speaker  said  it  was  not. 
Mr.  Prentiss  then  asked  leave  to  reply.  Objections 
having  been  made,  Mr,  Prentiss  moved  a suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  reply.  Mr.  S. 
Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered  ; and,  being  taken,  were  yeas  99,  nays 
97  : not  two-thirds,  so  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Wise  rose  and  said  : As  I was  not  present  in 
the  house  when  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire (Mr.  Cushman)  was  indulged  with  permis- 
sion to  make  a statement  in  relation  to  a resolution 
offered  by  myself,  I hope  the  house  will  grant  me 
the  indulgence  of  a brief  reply,  although  it  has  been 
refused  to  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  (Mr. 
Prentiss,)  who  took  my  place.  I ask  permission 
to  reply  very  briefly  to  the  statement  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire.  Objections  having 
been  made, 

Mr.  Wise  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  question;  which 
were  ordered.  Mr.  Wise,  before  taking  the  ques- 
tion begged  leave  to  notify  the  house  that  his  object 
was  to  make  an  inquiry  as  well  as  a statement. 
He  wanted  to  know  whether  the  statement  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  was  or  was  not 
made  by  authority  of  the.  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — Yeas  90,  nays  89:  not  two  thirds. 
So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  esti- 
mates for  new  objects  submitted  in  the  estimates  of  ap- 
propriations, and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  res- 
pective committees  to  which  they  appropriately  belong. 

Reports  of  committees  were  then  called  lor, 
when  a large  number,  chiefly  on  private  claims, 
were  presented,  which  will  be  duly  noticed  here- 
after. 

The  reports  of  the  standing  committees  having 
all  been  received,  and  there  being  none  from  select 
committees;  and  an  order  having  been  passed  to  fill 
up  the  vacancy  in  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Fair- 
field — 

The  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Haynes,  again  went 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Adams  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  ol  Mr.  Cnmbreleng’s  motion  for  a se- 
lect committee  ot  investigation  on  the  defalcation 
of  Swartwout;  when 

Mr.  Cushman  went  at  large  into  a reply  to  the 
charges  preferred  in  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Wise  and 
others,  against  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
into  a defence  oT  (hat  officer.  Mr.  C.  havin''-  con- 
cluded his  remarks — 

Mr.  Duncan , of  Ohio,  obtained  the  floor,  and 
moved  for  Ihe  rising  of  the  commiitee.  The  mo- 
tion prevailed,  and  the  committee  rose,  and  report- 
ed progress.  ’ * 1 

In  tne  course  of  Mr.  Cushman’s  speech,  Mr. 
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Wise  rose,  and  put  to  him  the  inquiry,  whether  the 
ground  taken  by  that  gentleman  this  morning,  in 
expressing  a willingness  for  investigation,  but  op- 
posing a committee  by  ballot,  was  in  consequence 
of  a consultation  with  the  secretary,  or  by  authority 
from  him. 

Mr.  Cushman  denied  having  had  any  personal 
consultation  with  the  secretary,  but  had  been  spoken 
to  by  a mutual  friend.  The  secretary,  as  he  under- 
stood, had  no  objection  to  a committee’s  being 
raised  in  any  mode  the  house  might  think  proper. 

Several  executive  communications  were  received. 

The  house  then,  at  half  past  3 o’clock,  adjourned. 

Thursday,  January  3.  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams 
asked  leave  to  submit  a resolution  providing  that  the 
■daily  hour  of  the  meeting  of  this  house  should  be 
11  o’clock,  until  further  notice.  Objection  having 
been  made,  Mr.  Williams  moved  a suspension  of  the 
rule,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  not 
ordered.  And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  without  a division.  So  the 
rule  was  not  suspended. 

Mr.  May  asked  the  house  at  this  time  to  resume 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  heretofore  offered 
by  Mr.  Cambreleng,  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  a select  committee  on  the  Swartwout  defalcation. 
Mr.  Cambreleng  said,  if  the  gentleman  would  let  the 
regular  proceedings  of  the  house  go  on,  the  resolution 
■referred  to  would  come  up  as  the  unfinished  business. 

Objections  having  .been  made,  Mr.  May  said  that  if 
such  a committee  was  to  be  appointed,  they  ought  to 
be  appointed  without  delay.  He  would,  therefore, 
move  a suspension  of  the  rule,  and  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.  But,  on  the  suggestion  of  several  mem- 
bers, Mr.  May  withdrew  his  motion. 

On  leave  given.  Mr.  Underwood  offered  a resolution 
relative  to  the  defalcation  of  gen.  Gratiot,  which 
was  adopted,  and  shall  have  a place  in  the  next 
■“REGISTER.” 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
reported,  without  amendment,  senate  bill  to  remit  or 
refund  to  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington,  and  Balti- 
more railroad  company  the  duties  upon  certain  rail- 
road iron,  and  against  the  petition  of  Andrew  Logan 
for  land  to  aid  him  in  raising  silk. 

Mr.  Connor,  from  the  committee  on  the  post-office 
.and  post-roads,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post-office  and 
.post-roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
reporting  a bill  for  the  erection  of  a fire-proof  building 
for  the  post-office  department. 

A brief  but  desultory  discussion  ensued  on  this 
resolution,  which  was  finally  amended  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Bond,  by  striking  out  the  words  “committee 
on  the  post  office  and  post-roads,”  and  inserting  in 
•lieu  thereof  “committee  on  the  public  buildings,” 
and  then  agreed  to. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  offer- 
ed the  following  resolution,  which  was  considered 
and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  have  received  touching  the  invasion  of 
the  southwestern  frontier  of  the  United  States  by  an 
armed  force  from  the  republic  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Thomas  asked  the  house  to  take  up  arid  con- 
sider a resolution  offered  the  other  day,  providing 
for  a change  in  the  rule  in  relation  to  private  busi- 
ness. Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Shepperd,  on  leave,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  location  and  satisfaction  of  the  bounty  land  war- 
rant issued  to  Janies  Ware,  of  North  Carolina. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  elections,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  order  of  the  house  on  the  subject  “of 
the  right  to  a seat  in  the  house  as  the  delegate  from 
the  territory  of  Wisconsin.” 

“The  report  concludes  with  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  James  Duane  Doty  is  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  house  as  a delegate  from  Wisconsin  terri- 
tory, and  that  George  W.  Jones  is  not  so  entitled.” 

The  report  having  been  read,  on  the  call  of  Mr. 
Underwood — 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  ap- 
pended thereon,  by  inserting  after  the  word  “is,” 
in  the  first  line,  the  word  “not,”  so  as  to  make- the 
first  part  of  the  resolution  read:  “That  James  Duane 
Doty  is  not  entitled  to  a seat,”  &c. 

A debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Thomas, 
Cushing,  Randolph,  Fletcher,  of  Mass.,  Tillinghast, 
and  Crary  participated;  when 

Mr.  DeGraff  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded.  Mr.  Robertson  moved  a call  of  the 
house;  but  it  was  pronounced  by  the  Speaker  to  be 
too  late,  under  the  rule. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  carried, 
and  the  main  question,  viz:  on  concurring  with  the 
report  of  the  committee,  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 


YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  Bond, 
Borden,  Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Win. 
B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  William  B.  Campbell,  John 
Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chapman,  Cheat- 
ham, Childs,  Coffin,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Crary, 
Cranston, Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Daw- 
son, Davee,  Davies,  Deberry,  DeGraff,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Richard  Fletcher,  I.  Fletcher, 
Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland, 
Giddings,  Goode,  James  Graham,  William  Graham, 
Grantland,  Graves,  Gray,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Hall,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Thos.  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jack- 
son,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Kemble, 
Kennedy,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Loomis, 
Lyon,  Marvin,  Janies  M.  Mason,  S.  Mason,  May, 
Maxwell,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan, 
McKennan,  Mercej,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  S.  W.  Morris, 
Calvary  Morris,  Murray,  Naylor,  Noble,  Ogle,  Owens, 
Paynter,  Pearce,  Peck,  Petnkin,  Phelps,  Pickens, 
Plumer,  Potts,  Pratt,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Reilv,  Rencher,  Ridgvvay,  Rives,  Robertson, 
Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russel),  Saltonstall,  Sbeffer,  A. 
PI.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith, 
Spencer,  Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Swearingen,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  Tillinghast,  Titus,  Toland,  Toucey, 
Towns,  Turney,  Underwood,  Vanderveer,  Wagener, 
A.  S.  White,  John  White,  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  AVise,  Word,  Yorke — J 67. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bouldin,  Jeon  Calhoun,  Coles, 
Dromgoole,  Ewing,  Hamer,  Harrison.  Hawes,  Hubley, 
Ingham,  Keim,  Logan,  Martin,  Maury,  McClure, 
Morgan,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Pope,  Southgate,  Stuart, 
Thomas,  AVebster,  C.  H.  Williams,  Yell — 25. 

So  the  house  concurred  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  elections,  and  decided  that  Mr.  Doty  is, 
and  Mr.  Jones  is  not,  entitled  to  a seat. 

Mr.  Doty  thereupon  appeared,  was  sworn,  and 
took  his  seat  accordingly. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  in  compliance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 
1809,  transmitting  a report  from  the  second  auditor, 
showing  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  military  establish- 
ment during  the  year  1838. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Jan.  4.  Mr.  May  asked  the  house,  by 
general  consent,  to  resume  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a select 
committee  on  the  Swartwout  defalcation. 

Objections  having  been  made,  Mr.  May  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  for  the  remainder  of  this  day, 
and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion;  which 
were  ordered.  Mr.  Legare  said  he  could  not  acqui- 
esce in  the  motion.  He  hoped  the  house  would  go 
on  with  the  private  business,  inasmuch  as  gross  in- 
justice was  done  to  the  claimants  by  the  delay 
which  took  place  in  the  disposition  of  their  claims. 
Mr.  May  then  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  suspend 
the  rule  for  the  purpose  indicated  during  the  morn- 
ing hour.  And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  101,  nays  88,  (not 
two-thirds.)  So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

A bill  to  amend  “an  act  to  reorganize  the  district 
courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  state  of  Missis- 
sippi” was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Reports  of  committees  were  then  received,  chiefly 
on  private  claims — we  select  the  following: 

Mr.  Cushman,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported,  without  amendment,  the  bill  from  the 
senate  for  the  reliefofthe  owners  of  the  British  brig 
Despatch. 

Mr.  Curtis,  from  the  same  committee,  reported, 
without  amendment,  the  bill  from  the  senate  to  re- 
munerate  the  captors  of  the  privateer  Lydia. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a bill  to  provide  for  carrying  into  effect  the  conven- 
tion between  the  U.  S.  of  America  and  the  republic 
of  Texas  for  marking  the  boundary  between  them. 

Mr.  Cushing,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  the  citizens  of  the 
U.  States  residing  in  the  Oregon  territory,  or  trading 
on  the  Columbia  river  or  its  tributaries,  accompanied 
by  a report  at  length  upon  the  subject  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  Cushman  presented  a communication!  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a letter 
from  professor  Morse,  in  relation  to  the  electro- 
magnetic telegraph. 

Mr,  Win.  Cost  Johnson,  from  the  select  commit- 
tee on  the  public  lands,  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  on  the  public 
lands  be  authorized  to  appoint  a clerk,  and  to  have 
various  propositions  which  may  be  submitted  for  their 
consideration  printed. 

Mr.  Talliaferro,  from  the  committee  on  revolu- 
tionary claims,  submitted  a preamble  and  resolution 
relative  to  the  public  lands  for  revolutionary  boun- 
ties, &c.  which  shall  have  a place  in  the  next 
“Register.” 


Mr.  Dromgoole,  moved  that  5,000  extra  copies  of 
the  report  from  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  in 
relation  to  the  territory  of  Oregon,  be  printed.  The 
report  was  a long  and  important  one.  Mr.  Adams 
moved  10,000.  Mr.  Dromgoole,  accepted  the  modi- 
fication, and  the  house  having  considered  the  mo- 
tion, it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  asked  the  house,  at  this  time,  to 
go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  carrying  into 
effect  the  convention  with  Texas  for  the  marking 
of  the  boundary  line  between  that  republic  and  the 
United  States.  Objections  having  been  made,  Mr. 
D.  moved^a  suspension  of  the  rule;  which  motion 
was  rejected.  Mr.  Chambers  (leave  having  been 
refused)  moved  a suspension  of  the  lule  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  and  disposing  of  a motion 
heretofore  offered,  to  amend  the  rules  in  relation  to 
the  order  of  private  business.  Objections  having 
been  made,  Mr.  C.  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule; 
which  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative:  ayes 
84,  noes  68,  (not  two-thirds.)  So  the  rule  was  not 
suspended. 

The  Speaker  then  announced  the  private  orders 
of  the  day. 

After  some  desultory  conversation  as  (o  the  pri- 
vate bills  which  should  be  first  taken  up, 

The  house  took  up  the  engrossed  bill  on  the 
speaker’s  table  for  the  relief  of  Pamelia  Brown, 
widow  of  maj.  gen.  Brown,  deceased — the  pending 
question  being  on  its  postponement.  That  motion 
having  been  withdrawn, 

Mr.  Cambreleng'  (after  some  remarks  from  Mr. 
Haynes)  moved  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  until  this  day  three  weeks. 

This  motion  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Foster, 
Taylor,  Bronson,  S.  Williams,  Chambers,  Garland, 
of  Virginia,  Jenifer,  Wise,  Marvin,  and  McKennan. 
And  tile  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  ayes  65,  noes  86.  So  the  motion  to 
postpone  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Boon  demanded  the  previous  question, 
(which  was  subsequently  withdrawn.)  Mr.  Cush- 
man moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  but  with- 
drew it.  Mr.  Keim  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill;  which  having  been  read — Mr.  Duncan  renewed 
the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  which  mo- 
tion was  rejected.  The  question  then  recurring  on 
the  final  passage  of  the  bill — Mr.  Sherrod  Williams 
of  Kentucky, "went  at  great  length  into  a very 
earnest  opposition  to  the  bill,  insisting  that  the 
claim  was  wholly  unsustained  by  evidence,  and 
ridiculing  the  idea  of  general  Brown’s  dying  in 
1828  from  a wound  received  in  1814.  Mr.  Foster, 
of  New  York,  replied,  and  quoted  documents  in 
support  of  the  bill,  which  he  advocated  with  much 
zeal.  Mr.  Adams  supported  the  bill  in  an  ardent 
and  eloquent ’speech,  in  which  lie  stated  his  per- 
sonal conviction,  from  an  intimate  acquaintance 
and  intercourse  with  the  deceased,  that  his  death 
was  caused  by  the  consequences  of  his  wound, 
and  was  owing  to  that  cause  alone.  He  took  the 
occasion  to  deliver  a high  eulogium  on  the  charac- 
ter and  services  of  general  Brown,  and  the  obliga- 
tion of  the  country,  alike  from  strict  justice  to  his 
widow,  arid  gratitude  to  her  husband  for  his  illus- 
trious services,  to  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  who  had  reported  the 
bill,  made  a brief  statement  in  reply  to  what  had 
fallen  from  Mr.  AVilliams  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  had  passed  the  committee  on  invalid  pensions, 
and  also  gave  his  testimony  as  a medical  man  on 
the  frequently  remote  effects  of  dangerous  wounds. 
Mr.  Petrikin  demanded  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded  by  the  house.  Mr.  Duncan 
moved  a call  of  the  house;  but  that  motion  being 
now  too  late,  lie  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
ami  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  house  re- 
fused the  yeas  and  nays,  and  rejected  the  motion. 
Mr.  Williams  moved  an  adjournment,  but  it  was 
negatived;  and  the  question  recurring  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as 
follows:  yeas  109,  nays  72.  So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Duncan  gave  notice  that  he  would  move  for 
the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  to-morrow.  Mr. 
Garland,  of  Louisiana,  moved  a reconsideration  at 
this  trine,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered.  Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  a call  of  the 
house,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  Whittle- 
sey moved  an  adjournment;  but  it  was  lost.  Mr. 
Briggs  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  a call  of  the 
house  on  the  table,  but  withdrew  if.  The  motion 
for  a call  was  then  put,  and  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows:  yeas  52,  nays  95.  So  the  motion 
for  a call  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Duncan  moved  an  adjournment;  but  it  was 
lost. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  (demanded 
by  Mr.  Garland)  was  sustained  by  the  bouse:  ayes 
81,  noes  47.  The  reconsideration  was  negatived 
without  a count. 
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Minister  to  Austria.  It  is  stated,  in  the 
European  correspondence  of  the  Journal  of  Com- 
merce, that  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  the  United  States 
envoy  to  the  court  of  Austria,  presented  his  cre- 
dentials to  the  emperor  on  the  4th  of  November 
last,  and  was  most  favorably^eceived. 

The  states.  PcnnsylvurHu.  The  election  for  a 
state  senator  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  place  of  Jacob 
Cassat,  deceased,  to  represent  the  counties  of  Ad- 
ams, Franklin  and  Cumberland,  will  take  place  on 
tli  ■ 15th  i nst.  The  whig  nominated  candidate  is 
John  McFarlane,  and  the  administration  candidate 
is  Thomas  C.  Miller. 

Maine.  The  legislature  of  Maine  convened  at 
Augusta  on  the  2d  instant.  Job  Prince,  (adin.)  of 
Oxford  county,  was  chosen  president  of  the  senate, 
and  Hannibal  Hamlin  (adm.)  speaker  of  the  house. 
The  latler  received  109  votes  against  65  for  E.  H. 
Allen,  and  4 scattering. 

The  votes  at  the  election  of  governor  last  Septem- 


ber, as  officially  cjeclared,  stand  thus: 

Whole  number  of  votes  legally  given,  89,599 
Necessary  for  a choice  - - - 44,300 

John  Fairfield  has  - - - 46,216 

Edward  Kent 42,897 

For  other  persons  - 436 

Faiifield’s  majority  over  all  others  - 2,893 


Virginia.  The  legislature  of  this  state  convened 
at  Richmond  on  Monday  last.  The  senate  organized 
by  the  appointment  of  Stafford  II.  Parker,  esq.  as' 
speaker;  Addison  Hansford,  clerk;  L.  W.  Allen,  ser- 
geant-at-arms; and  Julius  Marlin  and  Thomas  L. 
Nelson,  door-keepers. 

The  house  of  delegates  was  organized  by  the  elec- 
tion of  Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  of  Albemarle,  as  speak- 
er: lor  Gilmer  101,  Crutchfield  7,  Watkins  9,  Smith 
1;  and  George  W.  Munford,  clerk.  The  commit- 
tees of  the  house  were  appointed  on  Tuesday. 
Three  cases  of  contested  elections  have  been  brought 
forward — -the  seats  of  Mr.  Tyler,  Mr.  Boo'en,  and 
Mr.  Wilcox,  are  those  disputed.  A number  of  pe- 
titions were  presented. 

Kentucky.  The  Lexington  Intelligencer  of  the 
4th  inst.  states  that  the  lion.  James  Harlan,  who  has 
so  ably  represented  the  5th  congressional  district  of 
Kentucky  in  the  past  and  present  congress,  has  de- 
termined not  to  be  a candidate  for  re-election. 

Michigan.  The  whole  number  of  votes  for  rep- 
resentative to  congress  at  the  late  election  in  the 
state  of  Michigan,  was  32,318.  Of  these,  the  ma- 
jority for  Mr.  Crary  over  his  opponent,  Mr.  Wells, 
was  204  votes. 

Banks,  currency,  &c.  The  New  York  Ame- 
rican of  Thursday  contains  the  following  annun- 
ciation: 

The  new  bank.  We  have  at  length  the  satisfac- 
tion of  announcing  that  the  articles  of  association 
for  establishing  the  bank,  in  arranging  which  a 
number  of  our  most  experienced  fellow-citizens 
have  been  for  some  time  diligently  engaged,  have 
at  length  been  completed  and  signed. 

The  institution  bears  the  significant  and  compre- 
hensive title  of  the  “Bank  of  Commerce  in  New 
York,”  being  intended  to  promote  the  commercial 
interests  of  our  city  and  state,  in  their  broadest  ac- 
ceptation, by  facilitating  the  operations  of  trade, 
not  only  between  the  metropolisand  the  interior,  but 
between  the  several  states  of  the  Union.  Provision 
has  been  made  for  the  eventual  employment  of  the 
institution  as  a fiscal  agent  by  the  general  govern- 
ment, and  such  of  the  state  governments  as  may 
see  fit  to  avail  themselves  of  its  means  of  being 
useful. 

The  present  capital  of  the  bank  is  fixed  at  five 
millions  of  dollars  to  be  paid  in  cash,  in  convenient 
instalments — reserving  the  privilege  of  increasing 
it  to  twenty  millions  (irrespective  of  subscriptions 
by  tlie  general  and  state  governments)  after  the 
present  year, — giving  to  existing  shareholders  the 
pre-emptive  right  of  subscribing  rateably  to  such 
increased  amount. 

Tiie  directors,  who  are  eighteen  in  number,  have 
given  a substantial  proof  of  their  belief  in  the  safety 
and  value  of  tlie> investment,  by  subscribing  up- 
wards of  a million  and  a half  of  dollars  to  the  stock 
— and  the  residue,  amounting  nearly  to  three  and  a 
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half  millions,  will  be  offered  at  par  to  the  public, 
by  an  advertisement  accompanied  by  a copy  of  the 
articles  of  association,  which  will  appear  in  this  pa- 
per to-morrow. 

The  New  Orleans  papers  of  the  24th  December 
exhibit  the  following: 

“At  an  extra  session  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  banks  in  New  Orleans,  the  resolution  adopted 
by  tlie  board  of  presidents,  held  on  Saturday  last,  to 
resume  specie  payments  tiiis  day,  24th  December, 
was  unanimously  agreed  to;  and  the  resumption  by 
ail  those  institutions,  this  day,  at  noon.” 

[Merchants’  Exchange. 

“Mississippi  Union  Bank, 

“ Jackson , December  14,  183S. 

“At  a meeting  of  the  board  of  directors,  held  this 
day,  it  was — 

“Resolved,  That  this  bank  will  commence,  on  the  first 
Monday  in  January  next,  to  issue  notes  payable  on  de- 
mand, and  will  redeem  the  same  ia  specie  or  its  equiva- 
lent. _ , 

“Resolved,  That  this  bank  will  check  on  New  Or- 
leans at  three  per  cent.,  and  on  Philadelphia  at  4 per 
cent.,  for  its  post  notes;  and  from  and  after  the  first  Mon- 
day next,  will  continue  to  cheek  on  the  above  cities  for 
its  post  notes,  as  well  as  notes  payable  on  demand,  at 
the  current  rates. 

“Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Wm.  P.  Grayson,  cashier.” 

The  Union  Bank  was  the  only  bank  which  held 
out  against  resumption. 

We  learn  from  the  Natchez  Courier  of  the  29th 
instant,  that  the  Commercial,  the  Agricultural,  the 
Mississippi  railroal  -company,  and  the  Planter’s 
banks,  of  Natchez,  resumed  specie  payments  on 
Friday  last.  The  Courier  states  that  no  excite- 
ment was  occasioned  by  the  resumption;  and  tire 
fact  of  its  occurrence  in  antic  i pat  ion  of  the  previous 
specified  time,  gave  (he  public  mind  greater  confi- 
dence in  the  stability  of  the  banks. 

Georgia  banks.  The  banking  capital  of  the  state 
of  Georgia,  is  estimated  at  $10,221,587  50. 

The  New  York  chamber  of  commerce  has  passed 
the  following  resolution  presented  by  a committee 
appointed  for'the  consideration  of  the  subject: 

“ Resolved , That  dealers  in  English  exchange  be  re- 
commended to  buy,  sell  and  quote  the  pound  sterling 
in  federal  money-” 

Canadian  Affairs.  A letter  from  Oswego, 
N.  Y.  under  date  of  the  2d  instant,  has  the  following 
statement: 

“We  had  a sad  mob  here  yesterday.  Our  collec- 
tor, Mr.  G.  McWhorter,  received  information  on 
Monday  evening  that  two  brass  cannon  were  secre- 
ted near  the  bridge.  He  immediately  gave  inform- 
ation to  capt.  Gwyrtn,  who  commanded  here  with  a 
small  force  of  the  United  States  troops,  who  posted 
sentries  over  the  guns  until  morning.  The  collector 
and  an  officer  of  the  U.  States  went  with  a guard 
to  take  possession  of  them,  when  they  were  pre- 
vented by  a mob  that  increased  to  between  two  and 
three  hundred  persons;  after  bearing  their  insults 
for  some  time,  the  collector  sent  for  capt.  G.  witlr 
his  whole  force — after  their  arrival  and  bearing  the 
insults  of  the  mob  for  half  an  hour,  they  returned 
to  their  barracks  without  tire  recovery'  of  the  guns. 
Tire  mob  then  took  possession  and  mounted  them 
on  their  carriage,  and  in  bravado  to  the  laws,  con- 
tinued firing  them  until  night,  finishing  their  law- 
less act  by  burning  tire  collector  and  a deputy  mar- 
shal of  the  U.  States  in  effigy.” 

More  outrages  on  Ike  Canada  frontier.  A party 
of  15  patriots  (some  of  them  Americans)  crossed 
over  the  Vermont  frontier  Dec.  30th  from  Alburgh 
to  Cild  well’s  manor,  and  burned  four  dwellings  and 
six  barns  belonging  to  loyalists.  The  loyalists  ral- 
lied, and  burned  the-  house  and  barns  of  Grogan, 
who  headed  the  expedition,  ar.d  who  had  lately  re- 
lumed under  lord  Durham’s  amnesty.  Grogan’s 
cattle  and  sheep  and  grain  were  also  consumed; 
also  the  house  of  Mr.  Harvey  Huxley,  an  American 
residing  there,  and  who,  the  Burlington  (Vermont ) 
Free  Press  of  Jan.  4,  says,  took  no  part  in  tire  late 
troubles.  This  caused  retaliation  on  the  part  of'tlre 
patriots,  who  burned  tire  property  of  several  other 
loyalists. 


Great  excitement  prevails  at  Alburgh,  Swanton 
and  Missrssquoi  bay,  and  the  military  is  all  in  mo- 
tion. Repor  t says  that  shots  have  already  been  ex- 
changed across  tire'  lino,  and  that  a loyal,  picket 
guard  having  ventured  out  the  wrong  side  of  45, 
was  made  prisoner,  but  subsequently  rtleaseck 

Tire  Montreal  Herald  says  that  sir  John  Coiborne 
has  demanded  the  invaders  from  the  governor  of 
Vermont,  on  the  charge  of  arson. 

The  affair  at  CahiwelRs  manor.  The  circum- 
stances of  this  affair  are  thus  slated  in  the  St. 
Albans  Messenger : 

It  appears  that  a man  by  the  name  of  Grogan, 
who  took  a part  in  t he  patriot  cause  last  winter, 
and  thought  it  prudent  to  leave  the  province,  re- 
turned liomp  last  summer  under  lord  Durham’s 
amnesty  proclamation,  where  be  remained  quiet. 

But,  for  some  spleen  his  neighbors  had  against 
him,  14  volunteers,  commanded  by  a volunteer 
lieutenant,  went  last  week  to  Iris  house,  and  order- 
ed him  to  leave  the  province,  which  or  der  they  exe- 
cuted at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The  volunteers 
went  to  G.’s  house  on  Saturday  last,  and  ordered 
his  wife  to  leave  the  province  also,  as  tire  house 
would  be  burned  that  night:  she  very  prudently 
did  so,  and  joined  her  husband  at  Alburgh,  leaving 
all  her  furniture,  a large  stoclc  of  cattle,  sheep,  &c. 
together  with  two  large  barns  filled  with  hay  and 
grain.  During  tire  night,  Grogan’s  lrouse,  barns, 
and  outhouses,  were  burned,  with  all  iris  cattle  and 
.sheep,  which  were  in  the  buildings.  The  lrouse, 
barns  and  outbuildings  belonging  to  Harvey  Hux- 
ley, were  also  burned.  Huxley  is  an  American, 
who  has  taken  no  part  in  the  politics  of  Canada. 

The  property  of  tire  following  tories  was  burned 
the  same  night:  Mr.  Clark,  two  barns  and  contents; 
lieut.  Johnson  of  the  volunteers,  house,  barn  and 
contents;  Mr.  Manie,  barn  and  contents. 

Upper  Canada.  Executions.  Mr.  Sheriff  Me 
Donell  on  Friday  evening  last  received  warrants 
from  the  lieut.  governor  ior  the  execution  of  the 
following  persons,  viz:  Christopher  Buckley,  Syl- 
vester A.  Lawton,  Andrew  Leeper,  Leonard  Deli- 
no,  Russell  Phelps,  and  Duncan  Anderson. 

Buckley  and  Lawton,  it  is  said,  were  offi- 
cers among  the  invading  party  at  the  windmill. 
Phelps  was  tried  at  the  last  assizes  for  the  Mid- 
land district  for  enticing  soldiers  to  desert,  and  al- 
though acquitted  by  the  jury,  he  was  generally 
supposed  to  he  guilty. 

The  executions  are  appointed  to  take  place  on 
Friday  next. 

A small  book  has  been  found  containing  a roll 
of  Buckley’s  company. 

[ Kingston  Chronicle,  Jan  2. 

More  executions.  Warrants  have  been  issued  for 
the  execution  often  more  of  the  Prescott  prisoners, 
making  in  all  16.  [Toronto  Examiner. 

Norris’  steam  engines.  We  learn  from  the 
Philadelphia  National  Gazette,  that  Wm.  Norrif, 
esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  lias  received  an  order  from 
England  for  ten  of  his  locomotive  engines  for  rail 
roads,  six  of  which  are  to  be  of  the  largest  class, 
and  four  of  the  second.  They  are  intended  for  the 
Birmingham  and  Gloucester  railway.  This  is  a 
well  merited  compliment  to  American  industry 
skill,  and  another  evidence  that  in  Hie  construction  ^ ^ 
of  machinery  we  are  unsurpassed  by  any  nation  in 
the  world.  We  congratulate  our  esteemed  friend 
upon  this  triumph  over  prejudice,  and  sineerel^^^^ 
hope  that  he  may  speedily  reap  a rich  reward. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  TWl  PRESIDENT 

By  and  with  the  advice  andcmsenl  of  the  senate. 

David  Fullon  to  be  surveyor  general  for  the  state 
of  Arkansas. 

Samuel  Leach,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Quin- 
cy, Illinois,  from  the  8ih  of  January,  1839,  vice 
Thomas  Carlin,  resigned. 

William  G.  Flood,  register  of  ll-.e  land  office  at 
Quincy,  Illinois,  from  the  8th  of  January,  1839,  vice 
Samuel  Leach,  appointed  receiver. 

William  G.  Hammond,  surveyor  for  the  district, 
and  inspector  of  the  revenue,  for  the  port  of  New- 
port. in  (he  state  of  Rhode  Island. 

William  Littlefield,  collector  cf  the  cusioms  for  the 
district  of  Newport,  in  tire  stale  of  Rhode  Island. 
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The  late  col.  Armistead.  In  the  Maryland 
house  of  delegates,  on  Tuesday,  an  order  was  sub- 
mitted by  Dr.  Collins,  a delegate  from  Baltimore 
city,  directing  the  governor  to  procure  a sword  with 
suitable  inscriptions  to  be  presented  to  Christopher 
Hughes  Armistead,  only  son  of  the  late  col.  George 
Armistead,  as  an  evidence  of  the  sense  entertained 
by  the  state  of  Maryland  of  the  value  of  his  public 
services  as  commander  at  fort  McHenry  in  1814. 
Dr.  Collins,  in  presenting  this  resolution,  pressed 
its  adoption  upon  the  house  in  a speech  which  ar- 
rested the  undivided  attention  of  the  house.  It  was 
highly  eloquent  in  language,  abounding  in  rich  clas- 
sical and  historical  allusions,  and  was  delivered  in 
an  energetic  and  interesting  manner. 

[ Chronicle. 

Important  from  Mexico.  Our  New  Orleans 
slips  communicate  important  intelligence  from 
Mexico.  The  brig  Kanawha,  at  that  port  from 
Laguna  15th  December,  brings  intelligence  derived 
from  the  British  barque  Peru,  from  Sacrificios,  then 
at  Laguna.  From  this  source  we  learn  that  the 
town  of  Vera  Cruz  has  been  taken  by  the  French, 
after  bombardment.  The  Mexican  general  Arista 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  French,  and  general 
Santa  Anna  was  so  grievously  wounded  as  to  ren- 
der necessary  the  amputation  of  a leg. 

The  Mexican  government,  not  willing  to  recog- 
nize the  treaty  entered  into  between  admiral  Baudin 
and  general  Rincon,  and  having  declared  war  upon 
the  French  government,  general  Santa  Anna  placed 
himself  at  the  head  of  5000  men,  and  entered  Vera 
Cruz  in  spite  of  the  treaty.  Admiral  Baudin  hav- 
ing learned  that  Santa  Anna  was  advancing  tow'ards 
the  city,  sent  a number  of  boats  filled  with  troops, 
with  orders  to  spike  the  cannon  of  the  batteries  at 
Vera  Cruz.  While  they  were  engaged  in  this  labor, 
the  Mexicans  came  upon  them,  and  slaughtered  a 
considerable  number  of  officers  and  soldiers.  The 
French  were  compelled  to  retreat  towards  the 
squadron,  which  opened  a heavy  fire  upon  the 
town,  dislodged  the  Mexicans,  and  took  possession 
of  Very  Cruz. 

The  following  letter  to  the  house  of  Messrs.  J. 
W.  Zacharie  & Co.  of  New  Orleans,  confirms  the 
foregoing  intelligence: 

[Extract. 1 

Laguna  de  Terminos,  Dec.  Y6ih,  J838. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  British  barque  Peru,  from 
Sacrificios,  I have  learned  that  gen.  Santa  Anna 
had  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  with  5000  men,  and  the 
French  that  were  on  shore  spiking  the  guns  of  the 
batteries  hSd  to  retreat  to  their  boats  after  losing 
several  horses  and  men.  It  appears  the  terms  of 
the  capitulation  with  the  commander  of  San  Juan 
de  Ulloa  were  that  the  French  should  keep  posses- 
sion of  the  castle,  and  the  Mexicans  of  Vera  Cruz, 
until  the  decision  of  the  king  of  France  was  learn- 
ed, but  the  blockade  was  to  be  raised  immediately; 
but  it  is  said  that  the  Mexican  government  has  dis- 
approved of  the  capitulation,  and  declared  war 
against  France.  I believe  it,  as  the  garrison  of 
Vera  Cruz  was  not  to  exceed  1000  men,  and  as  soon 
as  the  French  learned  that  Santa  Anna  was  coming, 
they  landed,  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  about  3 
o’clock,  to  spike  the  guns,  and  the  vessels  com- 
menced throwing  bombs  info  the  barracks  to  dis- 
lodge the  troops.  It  is  also  true  that  Santa  Anna 
drove  the  French  into  their  boats,  and  he  received 
a severe  wound  in  the  engagement,  and  has  since 
had  his  leg  amputated.  General  Arista  is  a pri- 
soner of  the  French. 

Another  letter  from  Laguna  of  same  date  says — 
“News  is  just  received,  confirming  the  report  that 
Mexico  has  declared  war  against  France.  No 
doubt  now  remains  but  that  it  is  true,  as  I have  seen 
the  decree  of  congress,  authorizing  the  president  to 
do  so,  if  the  French  commenced  hostilities;  also 
ftie  declaration  of  war  by  the  president.  It  is  also 
»-•  true  that  Santa  Anna  drove  the  French  into  their 
boats — received  a severe  wound  in  the  engagement, 
and  Jias  since  had  his  leg  amputated.  General 
^fl|^rista  is  a prisoner  of  the  French.” 

England  and  France.  The  Paris  correspon- 
dent of  the  CourieiRKid  Enquirer,  in  a late  letter, 
thus  speculates  on  the  present  state  of  feeling  be- 
tween England  and  France. 

Paris,  December  12,  1838. 

The  arrivals  by  the  Great  Western,  from  New 
York,  have  somewhat  changed  the  face  of  politics 
in  France.  The  embarrassment,  and  it  was  hoped 
here,  the  danger  for  Great  Britain,  caused  by  the 
insurrection  in  the  Canadas,  are  deemed  to  have, 
for  the  present  at  least,  passed  away.  The  tone  of 
triumph  in  which  the  Paris  press  spoke  of  those 
affairs,  has  given  place  to  expressions  of  disap- 
pointment in  the  generality  of  the  journals — others 
of  them,  however,  conceal  the  chagrin  by  avoiding 
all  reference  to  thb  subject. 


It  is  quite  clear  to  the  most  short  sighted  obser- 
ver, that  bad  feeling  has  been  engendered  and  sub- 
sists between  this  country  and  England,  which  may 
sooner  or  later  lead  to  hostilities.  In  a late  letter  or 
two,  I have-shown  you  that  there  exists  towards 
Great  Britain  in  this  country,  a hatred  which  it  is 
difficult  to  account  for,  without  regarding  the  French 
as  a very  little  people — influenced  by  wound- 
ed pride — envy,  jealousy,  spite,  and  a desire  for 
revenue.  The  English  have,  as  I have  reminded, 
been,  by  turns,  friendly  to  every  party  in  France, 
and  never  betrayed  any.  They  have  from  time  to- 
time,  been  lauded  by  the  partizans  of  the  Bour- 
bons, for  the  courage  and  the  constancy  with  which, 
on  their  behalf,  they  combatted  the  republic  and  the 
empire.  They  became  popular  from  the  part  borne 
by  sir  Robert  Wilson,  and  Messrs.  Bruce  and  Hut- 
chinson,  in  the  escape,  as  it  was  termed,  ofgeneral 
Lavallette,  (through  their  means,  as  they  believed, 
but  what  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  a strata- 
gem of  the  Due  Decases,  the  minister  of  police,  to 
favor  the  evasion  of  Lavallette.)  In  1830,  the 
English  again  became  popular,  by  the  sincere  joy 
with  which  they  hailed  the  revolution.  In  the 
present  year,  their  generous  and  liberal  reception  of 
Marshal  Soult,  would  have  disarmed  ordinary  ene  - 
mies, and  have  thrown  into  oblivion  the  bravery, 
the  perseverance,  and  the  success  with  which  the 
British  government  and  the  British  nation  com- 
batted him  and  his  immortal  chief.  The  gallant 
veteran  had,  however,  scarcely  landed  in  France, 
ere  the  triumphs  conferred  on  him  by  his  quondam 
foes,  were  forgotten,  and  the  “liberal”  press  teem- 
ed with  proofs  of  the  deadly  rancor  towards  Eng- 
land, that  filled  the  hearts  of,  at  least,  the  journal- 
ists of  France. 

For  this  feeling,  no  obvious  cause  has  arisen, 
since  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  and  its  consequences. 
On  various  occasions,  England  and  Englishmen 
have  since  become  objects  of  admiration  in  France; 
but  the  sensation  was  transient,  and  as  often  gave 
place  to  the  old  and  detestable  one  of  hatred.  Per- 
haps— but  this  is  mere  surmise — the  acquiescence 
of  Great  Britain  in  the  conquest  and  occupation  of 
Algiers  by  France,  and  the  tacit  admission  of  the 
right  of  the  latter  to  blockade  Mexico  and  Buenos 
Ayres,  have  suggested  the  belief  that  the  lion  is 
really  dead,  but  this  hypothesis  is  not  a whit  more 
honorable  to  the  French  character,  than  the  impu- 
tation of  never  forgiving  even  a generous  enemy. 

On  her  side,  England  complains  of  the  breach  of 
her  plighted  faith,  committed  by  France,  in  retain- 
ing Algiers.  She  complains  also,  of  the  complete 
departure  of  France  from  the  implied  and  under- 
stood engagements  assumed  or  imposed  upon  her 
by  the  treaty  of  quadruple  alliance.  She  complains 
of  the  blockade  of  Mexico,  on  a provoked  pretext, 
and  the  blockade  of  Buenos  Ayres,  on  alleged 
grounds,  which,  (as  I observed  in  a late  letter,)  had 
no  existence  until  after  that  blockade  had  com- 
menced. England,  moreover,  suspects — whether 
correctly  or  incorrectly — that  the  French  govern- 
ment is  not  a true  ally.  She  suspects  France  of 
infringing  in  Egypt,  through  the  instrumentality  of 
the  French  officers  in  Mahemet  Ali’s  service;  of 
similar  intrigues  in  India,  (at  Lahore,  for  example,) 
through  agents  of  the  same  sort  (generals  Allard 
and  Ventura;)  of  the  most  overweening  truckling 
to  Russia — the  great  enemy  of  England — seeking 
by  socophancy  the  most  abject,  to  catch  the  smile  of 
the  Autocrat,  and  his  recognition  of  the  reigning 
dynasty  as  the  legitimate  one  in  France. 

Thus,  with  undissemhled  hatred  on  the  one  side, 
and  resentment  for  broken  faith  and  a suspicion  of 
duplicity  on  the  other,  these  two  neighboring 
states  are  far,  very  far,  from  being  on  right  good, 
friendly,  neighborly  terms  with  each  other:  and 
thus  impressed  and  thus  predisposed,  it  would  re- 
quire little  indeed,  to  produce  something  worse  be- 
tween them. 

Pennsylvania — After  the  severe  freshet  on  the 
Juniata,  which  proved  so  destiuctive  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania canal  in  that  region,  totally  destroying  the 
works  for  several  miles,  the  following  letter  was  ad- 
dressed to  governor  Ritner,  by  Mr.  Biddle,  president 
of  the  United  States  bank,  of  that  state: 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  July  3,  1838. 

Sir:  The  board  of  Directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
Unilc-d  States,  have  learned  with  great  regret  that 
the  late  disaster  on  the  Juniata  threatens  to  disturb 
the  internal  trade  of  Pennsylvania  and  her  connec- 
tion with  the  western  states;  and  they  have  instruct- 
ed me  to  offer  you  without  delay  every  assistance 
within  their  power  to  remedy  this  misfortune.  If 
you  have  any  authority  to  borrow,  they  will  lend  to 
you  under  that  authority.  If  you  have  no  author;  ly, 
they  will  lend  to  you  without  any,  relying  on  the 
spirit  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to  provide 
for  advances  made  in  time  of  need  to  protect  her  in- 


terest. You  are  accordingly  at  liberty  to  call  upon 
this  bank  for  any  amount  which  you  may  consider 
necessary  for  the  immediate  and  ample  repair  of  the 
public  works  on  the  Juniata. 

With  great  respect,  yours, 

N.  Biddle,  president. 

His  excellenqi  Joseph  Ritner,  governor 

of  Pennsylvania,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

The  well-timed  offer  was  accepted  by  governor 
Ritner,  and  about  $300,000  were  drawn  from  the 
bank  for  these  repairs. 

General  Hamilton.  We  publish  the  follow- 
ing correspondence,  so  highly  and  deservedly  com- 
plimentary to  general  Hamilton,  which  has  been 
furnished  by  general  Hayne,  as  president  of  the 
Louisville,  Cincinnati  and  Charleston  railroal  com- 
pany: 

Office  Louisville,  Cincinnati  fy  Charleston  R.  R.  Co. 

Charleston,  January  4,  1839. 

Sir:  Your  absence  has  prevented  me  from  sooner 
transmitting  to  you  the  following  resolution,  adopt- 
ed unanimously,  at  a meeting  of  the  directors  of  the 
company,  held  at  Columbia  on  the  1st  of  December 
last,  viz: 

On  motion  of  chancellor  Harper,  it  was 

“ Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this  board 
be  returned  to  general  Hamilton,  for  the  zeal,  skill,  and 
ability  displayed  in  negotiation  for  the  company  of  a 
loan  of  $2,000,000;  with  our  cordial  congratulations  on 
the  signal  success  which  has  attended  his  exertions.’’ 

In  furnishing  you  with  the  above  resolution,  you 
will  allow  me  to  add  the  expression  of  my  high 
gratification  in  being  the  organ  of  the  board  in  con- 
veying it.  It  must  be  a source  of  great  gratifica- 
tion to  you  to  know,  that  in  effecting  so  important 
a negotiation  on  such  advantageous  terms,  you  have 
rendered  an  important  service  to  the  company  and 
the  country,  and  that  by  your  peculiarly  fortunate 
arrangements  in  New  York  alter  your  return  to  this 
country,  you  were  enabled  to  save  for  the  company 
a sum  exceeding  the  amount  of  your  own  compen- 
sation; thus  having  in  effect  given  us  the  benefit  of 
your  valuable  services  without  cost. 

Believe  me  to  be, 

With  great  respect  and  esteem. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Y.  Hayne, 
President  Lou.,  Cin.  4'  Char.  R.  R.  Co. 
Gen.  James  Hamilton,  agent,  <§'C. 

Charleston,  Jan.  5,  1839. 

Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  favor  of 
the  4th  instant,  enclosing  the  very  gratifying  reso- 
lution which  the  directors  of  the  Louisville,  Cin- 
cinnati and  Charleston  railroad  company  have  been 
pleased  to  adopt  in  reference  to  my  agency  in  ne- 
gotiating their  loan  in  England  during  the  last  sum- 
mer. 

I thank  them  for  their  favorable  appreciation  of 
this  service.  When  I accepted  the  appointment,  I 
was  fully  aware  of  the  indispensable  importance  of 
a successful  issue  of  the  loan  to  our  great  work — a 
work  which  is  destined  to  connect  the  shores  of 
South  Carolina  with  the  western  waters,  and,  in  all 
its  various  connections  and  dependencies,  to  make 
our  state  and  its  emporium  the  abode  of  wealth, 
civilization  and  power.  To  have  succeeded  is  em- 
inently gratifying,  but  to  have  merited  the  appro- 
bation of  those  from  whom  I have  received  the 
trust,  is  the.  best  portion  of  my  reward. 

My  success,  however,  is  exclusively  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  kind  friends  I found  abroad. 

To  the  surviving  copartners  of  the  highly  esteem- 
ed firm  of  Messrs.  Thos.  Wilson  & Co.,  and  to  Mr. 
John  Horsley  Palmer,  the  late  distinguished  head  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  I am  indebted  tor  a liberality 
and  confidence,  which,  in  a moment  of  peculiar  de- 
pression in  American  securities,  carried  me  triumph- 
antly through  my  negotiation,  and  has  placed  our 
state,  your  company,  and  myself,  under  peculiar 
and  lasting  obligations  to  those  gentlemen. 

To  the  characteristic  generosity  of  the  president 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  Philadelphia,  I 
owed  a successful  arrangement  for  my  exchange  at 
home,  which  produced  the  result  to  which  you  so 
kindly  refer  at  the  end  of  your  letter. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  assure  you  that  it  will 
always  afford  me  the  highest  satisfaction  to  unite  my 
efforts,  humble  as  they  may  be,  to  the  great  exer- 
tions you  are  making  to  give  success  to  the  incal- 
culably valuable  and  patriotic  enterprise  now  under 
your  promising  guidance. 

I remain,  sir, 

With  great  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Hamilton. 

Gen.  Robert  Y.  Hayne, 

President  of  the  L.,  C.  4"  C.  R.  R.  Co. 

[ Charleston , (S.  C.)  Courier. 
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VERY  LATE  FROM  ENGLAND. 

The  steam  ship  Royal  William,  capt.  Swainson, 
arrived  at  New  York  on  Sunday  morning  from  Liv- 
erpool. She  sailed  from  Liverpool  on  her  regular 
day,  the  15th  December;  her  winter  passage  has, 
therefore,  been  made  in  21  days.  Capt.  S.  says 
they  have  had  a remarkably  safe  and  easy  passage, 
notwithstanding  the  gales  of  wind  and  rough  weather 
they  encountered. 

The  packet  ships  United  States,  from  Liverpool, 
Dec.  4.  and  the  Wellington,  Dec.  1,  have  also  arrived 
at  New  York. 

From  the  slips  forwarded  by  the  New  York  Ex- 
press, Gazette,  and  Herald,  we  make  up  the  follow- 
ing summaiy  of  intelligence. 

The  news  is  of  unusual  interest.  The  grain  mar- 
ket continues  to  advance.  The  London  papers  of 
the  14tll  say: 

“ The  corn  average  struck  to-day  proves  to  be 
73s.  Consequently  foreign  wheat  is  again  admissi- 
ble at  the  lowest  duty  ol  Is.  per  quarter.” 

This  is  most  important  intelligence,  and  will 
strengthen  shipments  which  have  already  commen- 
ced. 

Lord  Durham  had  arrived  out.  The  English  pa- 
pers were  filled  with  Canadian  news.  Several  tory 
journals  were  discussing  the  propriety  of  unpeaching 
his  lordship. 

The  English  funds  have  declined,  owing  to  the 
news  from  Canada. 

The  sales  of  cotton  up  to  the  7th  were  very  large, 
about  61,000  bales,  at  an  advance  of  ^d  per  lb. 
From  the  7th  to  14th  sales  also  very  large  and  [trices 
firm. 

The  English  papers  are  indignant  at  the  late  inva- 
sion ot  Canada  by  Americans,  and  accuse  the  Ame- 
rican government  of  countenancing  and  planning 
the  invasion. 

Money  was  bringing  a higher  rate  of  interest. 
British  stocks  were  down  a shade.  Large  sales  ol 
American  slocks  were  made  at  increased  prices. 
All  American  stocks  had  advanced.  Immense  quan- 
tities of  manufactured  goods  are  on  their  way  to 
this  country.  The  prices  of  cotton  on  the  14th  were 
rather  in  favor  cf  the  buyers;  there  was  no  advance 
of  price  after  the  arrival  of  the  Great  Western,  on 
the  7th. 

The  Orpheus  reached  Liverpool  on  the  5th.  The 
Great  Western  arrived  out  on  the  7th  of  December. 
The  St.  Andrew  went  out  in  15  days. 

There  had  been  a great  many  shipwrecks  on  the 
English  coast,  and  many  lives  lost. 

Five  vessels  were  lost  in  a tremendous  gale  off 
the  coast  of  Essex,  in  the  latter  end  of  November. 
Loss  estimated  at  £ 15,000.  Crew  saved. 

The  St.  Patrick  steamer,  plying  between  Liver- 
pool and  Waterford,  was  wrecked  on  the  27th  ot 
November  off  the  Hook  light.  The  vessel  was  to- 
tally lost — passengers  and  crew  saved. 

Lobau  died  in  Paris  Nov.  28,  aged  69. 

The  Journal  des  Debats  asserts  as  positive  the  ap- 
pointment of  marshal  Gerard  to  the  post  of  comman- 
der of  the  national  guards  of  France. 

London,  Dec.  13.  The  operations  to-day  at  the 
stock  exchange  have  again  been  without  any  parti- 
cular interest,  and  the  prices  are  much  the  same  as 
yesterday.  Consols  continue  firm  at  93J  for  the 
opening;  three  and  a half  per  cent  reduced  100j  to 
J;  exchequer  bills  64  to  66,  prem.;  and  bank  stock 
2024  to  2U34. 

Parliament  was  prorogued  on  the  5th  December, 
in  the  usual  form,  until  Tuesday  the  5th  of  Februa- 
ry. The  commission  for  proroguing  does  not  state 
that  the  meeting  on  that  day  will  be  for  the  despatch 
of  business,  but  the  words  were  “to  be  then  here 
holden.” 

The  merchants  of  Liverpool  have  memorialized 
the  premier  and  the  minister  for  foreign  allairs  to 
exert  the  influence  of  the  British  cabinet,  in  con- 
junction with  the  continental  powers  of  Europe,  to- 
wards effecting  the  termination  of  the  disastrous 
warfare  in  Spain. 

A 1 tier  from  Alexandria  of  the  6th  ult.  represents 
the  affairs  of  the  sultan  in  Syria  under  a most  gloomy 
aspect.  Desertion  had  of  late  considerably  thinned 
the  ranks  of  his  army.  Upwards  of  800  men,  with 
their  arms  and  baggage,  had  joined  Ibrahim  Pasha. 
The  Curds  had  resumed  the  offensive,  and  kept 
Hafiz  Pasha’s  forces  in  check.  The  Arabian  popu- 
lation, which  had  been  hitherto  hostile  to  the  Egyp- 
tian ciiief,  was  manifesting  symptoms  of  disaffection 
to  the  Porte,  and  the  Mahometans  seemed  to  be 
generally  impressed  with  the  idea  that  a last  battle 
should  be  fought  in  defence  of  Islamism,  which  was 
attacked  by  tile  Christians,  and  that  Mehemet  Ali 
was  the  chief  round  whom  all  true  believers  should 
rally. 

Lord  Durham's  arrival.  On  this  subject,  the 
London  Times  of  Saturday,  Dec.  8,  says: — 

We  learned,  in  the  afternoon  of  yesterday,  that 

ord  Durham  had  arrived  in  town.  Whether  or  not. 


there  are  rumors  abroad  that  he  will  have  (in  some 
iqnarters  it  was  said  that  he  will  be  suffered  to  have) 
no  communication  with  her  majesty’s  ministers  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  parliament,  when  his  lordship  is 
to  make  good  his  case  against  ministers,  and  the 
ministers  are  to  make  good  their  case  against  lord 
Durham,  and  so  they  are  to  devour  each  other  like 
a pair  of  Irish  cats.  Impeachments  are  said  to  be 
talked  of,  and  cross-impeachments,  in  the  course  of 
which  there  will,  no  doubt,  be  plenty  of  recrimina- 
tion on  both  sides;  but  whether  any  really  useful 
light  is  to  be  thrown  upon  the  subject  by  either 
party,  is  a point  beyond  our  prescience. 

One  tiling,  according  lo  actual  appearances,  is 
certain — viz:  that  lord  Durham  professes  to  have 
been  a man  peifidiously  treated,  and  deeply  injured 
by  her  majesty’s  ministers— a charge  which  derives 
no  sort  nl  discountenance  from  the  history  or  gen- 
eral reputation  of  those  against  whom  it  had  been 
brought.  If  such  be  lord  Durham’s  inward  sense 
of  the  conduct  he  has  experienced  from  the  govern- 
ment which  employed  him,  and  if  with  this  feeling  of 
individual  wrong  the  noble  lord  has  bona  fide  asuper- 
added  conviction  that  plans  of  improvement  for  the 
future  administration  and  condition  of  the  Canadas, 
which  might  have  been  matured  and  realized  under 
his  guidance,  have  been  frustrated  or  indefinitely 
postponed  by  his  return,  we  shall  say  nothing  now 
of  the  offence  he  has  committed  by  tile  desertion  of 
his  duties  and  his  post;  but  on  the  other  branch  of 
the  subject,  namely,  the  loss  sustained,  and  the 
benefit  secured  by  or  to  the  empire  through  such 
an  occurrence,  the  conservatives  owe  it  to  them- 
selves to  grant  lord  Durham  that  of  which  he  has 
but  a slender  chance  from  his  late  employers— to 
wit,  a dispassionate  hearing. 

According  to  the  following  letter  from  the  cor- 
respondent of  the  New  York  Courier,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  lord  Durham  is  in  actual  disgrace  with  his 
sovereign,  on  account  of  his  course  in  reference  to 
Canadian  affairs. 

“ It  may  be  interesting  to  your  readers,  to  com- 
mence with  an  account  of  the  arriv  al  and  reception 
of  the  earl  of  Dui  ham,  by  the  court,  and  the  nation 
at  large.  His  lordship,  then,  landed  at  Plymouth, 
alter  being  exposed  to  all  the  late  tempestuous 
weather  which  has  prevailed  in  the  Allantic,  and 
around  all  the  coast  of  these  islands;  and  .'simultane- 
ously with  his  arrival  in  England,  came  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  renewed  rebellion  in  the  Canadas,  and 
all  the  unfortunate  events  which  had  subsequently 
occurred  If  there  had  previously  been  the  slight- 
est doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  his  reception  by  the 
government,  the  arrival  of  the  intelligence  of  the 
outbreak  in  Canada,  came  to  decide  the  question, 
most  imperatively,  against  a governor  who  had 
abandoned  his  post  without  permission,  and  to 
whose  rashness  and  incompetency  his  enemies  could 
so  fairly  attribute  the  renewal  of  the  difficulties  in 
the  Canadas — and  consequently,  his  fate — as  I have 
several  times  predicted — has  been,  to  be  received 
in  England  with  the  utmost  contempt  by  the  go- 
vernment, though  with  some  demonstrations  of  at- 
tention and  respect  by  the  public  at  large.  Upon 
his  landing  from  the  Inconstant  frigate,  no  salute 
was  fired,  in  consequence  of  orders  to  that  effect 
from  the  admiralty,  and  this  lately  [ruffed  up  and 
grandiloquent  governor  of  the  CanadaS,  has  been 
refused  admission  to  the  queen,  and  to  increase  the 
expressions  of  resentment  and  contempt,  his  coun- 
tess has  received  directions  to  resign,  and  has  re- 
signed, or  rather,  been  dismissed  from  her  office  as 
a lady  in  waiting  to  the  queen. 

His  lordship  is  now  awaiting  the  meeting  of  par- 
liament, for  an  opportunity  of  justifying  his  con- 
duct, in  all  its  bearings  on  the  recent  and  present 
condition  of  Canadian  affairs — but  to  all  present  ap- 
pearances, he  is  involved  in  the  most  hopeless  dis- 
grace with  the  court,  and  will  make  no  further 
figure  in  any  post  of  importance  in  public  life.” 

On  the  day  alter  lord  Durham’s  landing,  he  was 
addressed  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  Plymouth,  in 
the  town  hall.  The  address  declared  their  appro- 
bation of  his  government  in  Canada.  In  his  answer 
lord  Durham  declared  his  purpose  to  make  in  par- 
liament “a  representation  of  facts  wholly  unknown 
in  England,  and  disclosures  of  which  parliament  and 
the  people  have  no  conception;”  and  that  he  should 
then  “fearlessly  demand  from  the  legislature  that 
justice  which  neither  they  nor  the  people  would 
ever  deny  to  a public  servant  who  had  faithfully  and 
honestly  discharged  the  duties  assigned  to  him.” 

He  also  avows  himself  an  unchanged  and  un- 
changeable reformer. 

The  New  York  sailing  packet  President,  capt. 
M.  Chadwick,  (London  line,)  arrived  on  Saturday 
evening,  December  8,  at  Plymouth,  with  accounts 
to  the  24th  ult.,  having  left  New  York  simultane- 
ously with  the  Great  Western  steamer.  So  extra- 
ordinary a passage  has  necessarily  led  to  a good 
deal  ol  remark  among  our  commercial  men.  Had 


the  Great  Western  been  bound  for  London  instead 
of  Bristol,  and  no  preparation  been  made  by  the 
news  agents  for  her  arrival,  it  is  quite  possible  that 
the  President  might  have  been  belorehand  with  that 
vessel  in  the  delivery  of  her  despatches.  Captain 
Chadwick’s  exertions  are  at  all  events  entitled  to 
the  highest  commendation. 

Great  export  of  manufactured  goods  to  America. 
Under  this  head  we  noticed  last  week  the  export  of 
munufactured  goods  to  the  United  States.  The 
George  Washington,  which  sailed  yesterday,  had  to 
shut  out  goods  so  early  as  Thursday;  arid  the  United 
States,  which  will  saii  on  Saturday  next,  will  be  full 
early  in  the  week.  The  South  America,  the  packet 
of  the  7th  of  December,  will  also  be  quite  full.  It  is 
likely,  indeed,  if  the  easterly  winds  should  continue 
much  longer  that  there  will  be  a scarcity  of  Ameri- 
can vessels  to  convey  the  goods  which,  it  is  under- 
stood are  preparing  lor  export.  In  that  case  it 
would  not  surprise  us  tesee  first  rate  British  vessels 
laid  on  the  berths  for  New  York.  The  United 
States,  having  recovered  from  the  depression  caus- 
ed by  the  commercial  convulsion  of  1836-7,  are 
■evidently  once  more  going  ahead.” 

[ Liverpool  Albion. 

Iron  steam  ship.  It  is  stated  that  the  British  and 
American  Steam  Navigation  company  have  contract- 
ed with  Mr.J  ohn  Laird,  of  Liverpool,  ( the  builder  of 
the  iron  steam  vessel  Rainbow,  belonging  to  the  Gen- 
eral Steam  Navigation  company, ) lor  an  iron  steam- 
ship, of  1200  tons,  to  be  called  the  Atalanta,  and 
intended  to  run  between  England  and  the  United 
States,  in  conjunction  with  the  British  Queen  and 
the  President.  From  the  experience  Mr.  Laird  has 
had  in  this  description  of  naval  architecture,  and  the 
speed  he  has  already  attained  in  the  vessels  he  has 
built,  those  well  able  to  Conn  an  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject confidently  predict  that  this  vessel  will  reduce 
to  ten  days  the  average  passage  between  Liverpool 
and  New  York. 

American  merchants.  The  following  high  compli- 
ment to  the  integrity  of  the  American  mercantile 
community,  is  contained  in  the  London  Morning 
Chronicle  of  the  11th  December: 

“We  are  happy  to  say  we  have  it  in  our  power  to 
communicate  a circumstance  which  will  rather  as- 
tonish, and,  no  doubt,  much  mortily  our  contempo- 
rary of  the  Times,  and  those  who,  during  the  panic, 
spoke  of  the  Americans  as  a nation  of  swindlers  and 
unprincipled  blackguards,  who  only  took  advantage 
of  the  peculiar  state  of  things  in  the  United  States 
to  relieve  themselves  of  their  liabilities,  and  con- 
tended at  the  same  time  that  none  of  the  American 
firms,  who  were  compelled  to  yield  to  the  pressure 
of  the  times,  would  even  pay  10  per  cent,  of  their 
debts.  The  event  to  which  we  allude  is  the  fact 
that  the  protested  bills,  to  the  amount  of  two  mil- 
lions— two  millions  sterling — which  were  sent  out 
by  the  Bank  of  England  for  acceptance,  have  been 
all  paid,  with  the  exception  of  £400 — fourhundred 
pounds  out  of  two  millions — and  of  this  sum  £70  has 
beem  amply  secured,  while  the  balance  is  consid- 
ered good  eventually.  Air.  Cowell,  the  agent  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  is  expected  to  return  in  the 
spring;  and  Mr.  Blake,  who  went  out  with  him  as 
one  of  his  assistants,  has  come  home  in  the  Great 
Western.  We  will  take  another  occasion  to  dwell 
upon  the  result  of  (he  American  panic,  and  point 
oirt,  in  undeniable  terms,  the  erroneous  views  which 
so  many  of  our  contemporaries,  like  the  Times, 
have  taken,  and  continue  to  take,  in  regard  to  Ame- 
rican matters,  and  show  how  perfectly  ridiculous 
are  all  their  labored  articles  on  the  subject.” 

Private  letters  from  Amsterdam  had  reached 
Paris.  They  were  dated  the  9th  December,  and 
affected  to  give  the  following  as  the  ultimatum  de- 
livered in  to  the  conference  here  by  the  French 
minister: — Belgium  toretain Luxembourg,  payingto 
Holland  the  principal  of  the  revenues  of  it,  calcula- 
ted on  an  average  of  the  five  years  preceding  1830. 
This  payment  to  include  the  existing  arrears.  Bel- 
gium to  evneuate  JLinbourg,  and  to  pay  six  millions 
towards  the  common  debt,  with  half  the  arrears  on 
account  of  the  armaments  that  have  necessarily  been 
kept  on  foot  during  the  non-execution  of  the  treaty. 
France  undertakes  (hat  these  conditions  shall  be  ful- 
filled by  Belgium;  but  will  at  the  same  time  oppose 
any  foreign  interference,  to  the  extent  of  occupying 
Luxembourg  with  50,000  men,  if  even  a single 
Prussian  soldier  should  enter  that  province. 

[ Private  correspondence .] 

Antwerp,  December  6.  We  expect  lo  hear  daily 
of  the  arrival  of  a large  Prussian  army  on  our  fron- 
lier,  to  compel  us  to  accept  the  twenty-four  articles. 
Prussia,  in  this  movement,  is  backed  by  Russia. 
France  is,  therefore,  puzzled,  and  has  asked  Eng- 
land for  help  in  case  Prussia  enters  Belgium.  Eng- 
land promises  nothing,  and  France  intends  therefore 
to  send  30,000  men  to  our  froi  tier,  to  look  on,  ob- 
serve how  the  matter  works,  and  act  on  the  defen- 
sive if  necessary. 
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American  suspensions.  We  believe,  that  notwith 
standing  all  the  predictions  of  enormous  losses  from 
the  failure  and  suspension  of  payment  amongst  the 
merchants  trading  with  the  United  States,  it  will 
turn  out,  in  the  end,  that  the  losses  Jrviil  he  almost 
insignificant.  It  will  be  recollected  by  many  of 
our  readers,  that,  amongst  the  firms  who  were  com- 
pelled, by  the  great  pecuniary  crisis  of  1836-7,  to 
postpone  the  payment  of  their  liabilities,  was  that 
of  Messrs.  Crafts  and  Stell,  of  this  town,  whose  cre- 
ditors agreed  to  receive  payment  of  their  debts  by 
four  equal  instalments  payable  six,  twelve,  eighteen, 
and  twenty-four  months.  The  two  first  of  these  in- 
stalments were  duly  paid  at  the  times  specified,  and 
we  are  glad  to  learn,  from  a circular  issued  by  the 
house,  a copy  of  which  is  before  us,  that  they  are 
prepared  to  anticipate  the  payment  of  the  remain- 
ing instalments,  (due  on  the  4th  January  and  4th 
July  next,)  and  that  the  notes  given  to  seeure  those 
instalments  will  now  be  paid  on  presentation,  at 
their  counting-house.  [ Manchester  Guardian. 

The  New  Yoik  packets.  On  Sunday  the  packet 
ship  England,  which  sailed  on  the  1st  ult.,  six  days 
after  the  Garrick,  was  signalized  off  Hoilyhead, 
with  the  wind  at  southeast,  blowing  a gale.  She 
continued  off  the  Head  all  Monday,  without  the 
slightest  chance  of  beating  up.  In  the  afternoon, 
however,  a letter  from  capt.  Waite  to  his  consign- 
ees, accompanied  by  a file  of  papers,  whirji  has 
been  landed,  on  Friday  at  Cork,  was  unexpectedly 
received,  via  Dublin,  and  put  the  public  in  posses- 
sion of  the  American  news  to  the  day  of  the  pack- 
et’s sailing.  The  England,  though  within  sixty 
miles  of  Liverpool  on  Sunday,  did  not  reach  the 
Mersey  before  Friday  night,  having  been  driven 
by  the  strong  southeast  winds,  to  the  northwest. 
The  packet  sbip^Pennsylvania,  which  sailed  nine 
days  after  the  England,  namely,  on  the  9th  ult., 
arrived  the  same  tide,  bringing  the  important  intel- 
ligence of  the  recommencement  of  the  rebellion  in 
Canada.  The  St.  Andrew,  the  packet  of  the  13th 
ult.,  which  however,  did  not  sail  until  the  16th,  ar- 
rived yesterday.  She  has  consequently  completed 
the  passage,  from  the  wharf  at  New  York,  to  the 
Prince’s  dock  at  Liverpool,  under  fifteen  days;  one 
of  the  quickest  passages  ever  made  by  a sailing 
vessel  between  the  two  ports.  The  Great  Western 
steam-ship,  which  was  to  sail  on  the  22d,  will  be 
due  at  Bristol,  to-morrow  or  next  day. 

[ Liverpool  Albion,  Dec.  3. 

Liverpool,  Dec.  15,  1838.  With  the  exception 
of  the  cotton  market,  every  commercial  depart- 
ment is  now  in  full  activity  throughout  the  coun- 
try. The  woollen  manufacturers  are  remarkably 
brisk,  and  the  trade  is  in  a state  of  unprecedented 
healthiness.  All  this  is  owing  to  the  returning 
vigor  of  the  United  States,  from  which  orders  are 
flowing  in  to  such  a vast  extent  as  almost  to  ren- 
der it  impossible  for  the  vessels  in  port  to  take  the 
goods  offering.  The  packets  are  engaged  long  prior 
to  their  sailing.  In  the  iron  trade,  there  is  twice  as 
much  doing  as  usual  in  this  season  of  the  year,  for 
the  United  States,  andjfiye  times  as  much  as  last 
year,  and  this  not  in  any  narticular  description, 
pig;  bar,  rod,  rail,  &cc.  all  partake  of  the  general 
activity.  The  manufacturing  of  cotton  goods,  how- 
ever, does  not  seem  to  increase — this  is  not  so  much 
owing  to  the  less  active  demand  for  goods  from 
America,  as  to  the  cessation  of  demand  from  the 
continent,  which  the  early  closing  of  the  northern 
seas,  and  the  entrances  to  the  continental  harbors 
occasioned.  The  weather  has,  however,  been  so 
extremely  mild,  indeed  unseasonable  for  this  last 
fortnight,  and  the  frost  having  disappeared  we  may 
hope  for  a resumption  of  the  trade  which  was 
checked  by  the  frost. 

As  an  instance  of  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
country,  I may  remark  that  although  owing  to  the 
deficient  harvest,  and  the  anticipation  of  scarcity, 
the  duty  on  foreign  wheat  has  this  week  been  re- 
duced to  a shilling  again,  and  that  the  middle  clas- 
ses live  upon  flour  sold  at  4 or  4 1-2  pounds  for  a 
shilling,  whilst  the  coarsest  descriptions  of  flour 
sell  at  5 to  5 1-2  lbs.  for  a shilling,  we  hear  of 
scarcely  any  complaints  from  the  poorer  classes. 
These  rates  it  must  be  remembered  are  paid  in  Li- 
verpool, but  an  inspection  of  the  averages  will  show 
you,  that  owing  to  its  peculiar  locality  as  a seaport, 
it  enjoys  corn,  at  a lower  rate  than  the  various 
manufacturing  districts,  the  supplies  to  which  pass 
through  Liverpool.  Corn  is  at  present  lower  in 
London  than  it  is  here;  this  is  owing  to  greater  fa- 
cilities which  the  metropolis  presents  for  the  hoard- 
ing; of  foreign  grain,  from  its  proximity  to  the  con- 
tinental ports,  and  the  abundance  of  speculators. 
So  much  lower  is  corn  there  than  in  Liverpool, that 
it  has  been  shipped  in  great  quantities  from  Lon- 
don to  Liverpool.  Nearly  a score  of  cargoes  have 
already  arrived  and  more  is  on  its  way. 

Notwithstanding  the  opportunity  which  the  nom- 
inal duty  of  it  presents  for  the  introduction  of  for- 


eign grain,  it  cannot  be  made  available  to  any  great 
extent,  as  the  whole  amount  of  wheat  in  the  Bri- 
tish ports  is  under  500,000  quarters,  and  it  is  im- 
probable that  any  larger  quantity  can  be  procured 
from  the  continent  until  late  in  the  spring.  Iiow 
the  corn  market  may  be  affected  by  it,  remains  to 
be  seen.  The  Liverpool  maiket  yesterday  was 
dull,  but  prices  are  without  alteration. 

The  cotton  market,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the 
various  circulars  which  I have  collected  for  you,  is 
in  a very  critical  situation.  For  the  last  six  weeks 
an  unhealthy  business  has  been  doing,  and  whilst 
spinners  have  been  curtailing  their  consumption, 
speculation  has  advanced  the  raw  article  week  after 
week.  This  speculation  has  been  occasioned  in 
some  quarters  from  a belief  in  the  shortness  of  this 
year’s  crop,  and  an  idea  that  it  could  not  be  brought 
into  the  market  at  an  early  period.  It  is  impossi- 
ble, in  the  lace  of  such  contradictory  accounts  as 
we  are  receiving,  to  arrive  at  any  sound  conclu- 
sions as  to  the  amount  of  the  cr.op,  but  it  must  be 
very  deficient  indeed,  if  the  diminution  exceeds 
the  excess  of  this  year’s  stock  over  the  last.  It 
appears  to  me  that  the  favorable  advices  received 
by  the  Great  Western,  have  materially  tended  to 
allay  the  fide  of  speculation.  Still,  however,  un- 
less the  import  of  cotton  be  rapid  and  large,  as  the 
stock  is  held  by  so  few  houses  and  those  houses  so 
independent,  prices  cannot  be  expected  to  fall 
greatly.  It  is  given  out  on  ’change  that  the  bulk  of 
the  speculations  are  on  London  account.  Messrs. 
Trueman,  Cook  & Co.  being  said  to  have  purchased 
6500  in  one  lot,  through  Messrs.  Haywood  & Ridg- 
way. 

Still  there  are  persons  who  suspect  juggling,  and 
have  an  idea  that  the  London  houses  have  but  nomi- 
nally to  do  with  the  transactions,  and  that  the  cot- 
ton has  not  been  actually  but  fictitiously  sold,  in 
order  to  excite  speculation  in  those  holders  of  loose 
money  who  are  always  ready  when  a sudden  rise 
takes  place  in  an  article  to  avail  themselves  of  an 
imaginary  opportunity  of  realizing  somethinghand- 
some.  The  annual  stocktaking,  which  will  be  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  is  looked  forward  to  with  in- 
terest, and  I shall  of  course  send  it  to  you,  with 
every  particular  I may  be  able  to  collect,  by  the 
“ Liverpool,”  which  is  advertised  to  sail  on  the 
10th  January  next.  With  respect  to  prospects  of 
the  cotton  market,  you  are  as  well  able  to  judge 
as  any  body  here.  All  is  conjecture.  According 
to  a report  of  the  last  Tuesday’s  Manchester  cot- 
ton market,  the  demand  for  yarn  continues  very 
dull,  and  spinners  find  great  difficulty  in  obtaining 
an  advance  at  all  commensurate  with  the  increased 
price  of  cotton.  In  goods,  too,  there  is  rather  less 
business  doing,  though  the  demand  for  printing 
cloth  continues  fair,  and  at  tolerable  good  prices. 

The  accounts  this  morning  from  the  woolen  man- 
ufacturing districts  are  of  the  most  cheering  nature!. 
Tn  every  branch  the  business  has  been  done  at  pri- 
ces of  which  the  manufacturers  cannot  complain. 

Manchester,  Friday  evening.  The  quietness  of 
the  cotton  market  in  Liverpool  has  had  a corres 
ponding  effect  on  goods  here;  rather  less,  perhaps, 
has  been  doing  than  during  the  last  week,  but 
there  is  no  fresh  feature  respecting  the  trade  to  re- 
port-prices quite  firm.  There  are  many  extensive 
manufacturers  whose  products  are  bespoken  for 
many  weeks  to  come.  The  fustian  trade  is  quite 
healthy,  and  the  advance  on  them  has  been  fully 
equal  to  the  demand. 

Liverpool  markets,  Dec.  14.  Cotton.  The  mar- 
ket opened  with  considerable  briskness,  and  on 
Saturday  the  sales  were  10,000  bags;  since  then 
the  demand  has  been  only  moderate,  and  prices  of 
ordinary  to  fair.  American  have  declined  id  per 
lb,  whilst  Brazil  and  Egyptian  are  saleable  at  j-d 
per  lb  advance.  There  have  been  taken  on  specu- 
lation 5,000  American  and  500  Surat,  and  200 
American  for  export.  Sales  of  the  week: — ISO 
Sea  Island  17  a 36;  40  stained?  a 15;  7,270  bowed 
Georgia  6§  a 81;  1,410  Mobile  6-f  a 8^;  Alabama 
and  Tennessee  61  a 7J;  2,060  New  Orleans  65-  a 9. 

Tobacco — there  has  been  an  an  extensive  in- 
quiry since  the  commencement  of  the  month,  and 
the  sales  amount  to  1,300  hhds;  of  which  300  were 
Virginia  leaf,  450  stemmed,  50  Kentucky  leaf,  and 
500  stemmed.  About  400  hhds  have  been  bought  by 
speculators,  and  the  remainder  by  the  home  trade, 
at  higher  prices,  and  we  raise  our  quotations  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  grain  market  has  been  rather  dull,  and  a de- 
cline of  2d  per  70  lbs  has  taken  place  in  the  infe- 
rior and  middling  qualities  of  wheat.  The  duty  on 
wheat  is  now  at  the  minimum,  say  Is  per  quarter. 

The  failure  of  the  British  crops,  it  will  be  seen, 
has  produced  no  small  degree  of  activity  in  bread- 
stuffs  in  the  Black  Sea. 

Odessa,  Nov.  2-3.  The  commercial  intelligence 
we  receive  irom  all  quarters  becomes  more  and 
more  favorable,  and  promises  to  afford  great  profit 


to  our  speculators.  There  is  a scarcity  of  corn  in 
England;  in  France,  where  it  was  thought  that  the 
crops  would  suffice  for  the  wants  of  the  population, 
our  produce  will  be  shortly  in  demand,  and  in 
North  America  the  harvest,  we  are  assured,  has 
generally  failed.  The  consequence  is,  that  exten- 
sive purchases  of  all  sorts  of  corn  are  now  making 
in  our  market.  Tallow'  finds  also  an  advantageous 
sale,  and  large  quantities  have  been  bought  up  for 
England.  Our  harbor,  which  a few  days  since  was 
full  of  vessels,  is  now  almost  without  any,  and  we 
are  waiting  with  impatience  the  arrival  of  others  to 
carry  off,  before  we  be  shut  up  by  the  ice,  the  im- 
mense quantity  of  grain  lying  in  the  stores.  Up- 
wards of  150  English  vessels,  independently  of 
those  navigating  under  other  flags,  are  hourly  ex- 
pected, our  merchants  having  already  received  no-  . 
tice  ofj  their  departure.  A strong  northwesterly 
wind  which  has  blown  since  the  21st,  may  proba- 
bly have  prevented  many  from  reaching  our  har- 
bor. Freight,  particularly  for  Marseilles  and  Eng- 
land, is  extremely  high.  [Odessa  Gazette. 

The  following  are  the  quotations  of  American 
stocks  in  London  at  the  latest  date,  Dec.  14: 


Alabama, 

5 per  cent,  sterling, 

, 94 

Illinois, 

6 “ 1870 

95 

Indiana, 

5 “ 1861—6 

85J 

Louisiana, 

5 “ 1844 

95-  a 86 

Do. 

6 sterling,  1858 

102 

Massachusetts, 

5 per  cent. 

93 

Do. 

sterling. 

103 

Maryland, 

6 per  cent,  par  to 

102 

New  York, 

5 “ 1866 

95^ 

Pennsylvania, 

5 “ 1860 

95  a 96 

South  Carolina,  5 11  1866 

954 

Florida, 

6 

90  nominal. 

The  New  York  Commercial  says:  “ Captain 
Swainson,  of  the  Royal  William,  informs  us  that 
he  took  the  southern  passage,  within  a few  miles 
of  Madeira,  and  had  thereby  mild  and  comfortable 
weather  the  latter  part  of  the  passage.  Although 
it  is  the  first  winter  trip  of  the  steam  packet,  the 
Royal  William  performed  admirably,  and  we  un- 
derstand the  passengers  speak  in  high  terms  of  the 
ship  and  her  commander.” 

We  have  been  favored  with  an  extract  from 
Captain  Svvainson’s  daily  journal,  which  we  annex. 

Dec.  15th — P.  M.  left  the  pilot  at  the  Floating 
light,  ship  Garrick  in  company  with  a steamer; 
7 30  rounded  the  Skerry  light.  Strong  breezes,  and 
wind  ssw. 

16th — Strong  breezes  and  rain;  fore  and  aft  sails 
set.  Passed  Tusker  Light.  Exchanged  Nos.  with 
a large  ship,  (999,)  wind  s.  Distance  158  miles. 

17th — Fresh  breezes  and  cloudy.  Spoke  brig 
Aquafort,  75  days  from  Greenock,  returning  with 
loss  of  mainmast.  Heavy  swell;  strong  head  sea. 
Wind  wsw.  Distance  166  miles. 

18th — Blowing  hard;  heavy  sea;  down  yards  and 
mast.  Wind  sw.  Distance  146  miles. 

19th — Squally,  heavy  cross  sea.  Wind  nw.  Dis- 
tance 100  miles. 

20th — Light  breezes  with  heavy  swell;  squally. 
Wind  ne.  "Distance  164  miles. 

21st — Strong  gales;  ship  laboring  much;  shipping 
a good  deal  ot  sea  on  deck;  down  masts  and  spars. 
Wind  raw.  Distance  112  miles. 

22d — Gale  increasing;  lying  too;  ship  laboring 
and  shipping  water  on  deck.  Wind  nnw.  Dis- 
tance 118  miles. 

23d — Blowing  hard  with  heavy  sea.  Wind  nw 
and  w.  Distance  96  rutiles. 

24th— Fresh  breezes  and  cloudy.  Wind  n by  w. 
Distance  140  miles. 

25th — Moderate  breezes;  head  swell.  Wind  w. 
by  n.  Distance  160  miles. 

26th — Head  swell,  6,  45  lat.  per  inspection  41  42 
JV.;  up  masts  and  sails.  Wind  ene.  Distance  156 
miles. 

27th — Moderate  and  hazy;  heavy  swell.  Wind 
sw.  Distance  75  miles. 

28th — Heavy  swell;  down  topmasts  and  yards. 
Wind  sw.  Distance  155  miles. 

29th — Heavy  sea  and  squally.  Wind  nnw.  Dis- 
tance 144  miles. 

30th — Set  sails;  fresh  breezes.  Wind  ssw.  Dis- 
tance 167  miles. 

31st — Cloudy  and  strong  breeze.  Wind  ssw. 
Distance  200  miles. 

Janyary  1st — Squally;  strong  breezes;  sails  set. 
Wind  ne.  Distance  1S5  miles. 

2d — Fresh  breezes  and  squally.  Wind  nw.  Dis- 
tance 207  miles. 

3d — Cloudy.  Wind  ene.  Distance  225  miles. 

4th — Fresh  breezes,  cloudy,  high  swell.  Wind 
ene.  Distance  225  miles. 

5th — Fresh  breezes.  Sounded  45  fathoms,  blue 
mud,  sounded  26  fathoms:  9 30,  made  the  lights  of 
Neversink,  midnight,  received  a pilot.  Distance 
220  miles. 

5th — 8 a.  in.  came  alongside  the  dock. 
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London  markets,  Dec.  14.  Tobacco.  There  con- 
tinued a good  demand  for  Virginia  prices,  still  look- 
ing upward;  1800  Idids.  were  taken  for  consump- 
tion within  the  last  four  weeks..  No  sales  making 
for  export  by  reason  of  the  high  prices;  prime  qualr 
ties  being  13d  a 13  I-2d  per  lb,  Kentucky  stript, 
J4d  a 15d  per  lb.  The  continental  markets  are  ad- 
vancing with  small  stocks.  Prime  qualities  of  ne- 
grohead  are  sought  after,  but  scarcity  precludes 
purchase. 

.Amsterdam,  Dec.  12.  In  tobacco  but  few  trans- 
actions have  taken  place  during  the  last  8 days; 
from  Alexandria  arrived  758  hhds.  Maryland;  what 
little  is  to  be  found  of  Varinas,  Porto  Rico,  and 
Cuba  in  first  hand,  is  held  at  very  high  rates.  Cot- 
ton continues  in  demand,  but  oitr  market  is  but 
sparingly  provided  with  current  sorts;  200  bales 
American  found  buyers  at  somewhat  higher  rates. 
Correspondence  of  the  New  York  Daily  Express. 

Liverpool,  Saturday,  Dec.  15,  1838. 
The  sales  of  cotton  last  week  were  very  large,  of 
all  descriptions  from  the  1st  to  the  7th  inst.  inclu- 
sive, they  amount  to  about  61,750  bales,  as  follows: 
480  Sea  Island  16  1-2  a 27;  400  Stained  do  5 1-2 
a 15;  9, S30  Upland  6 3-4  a 8 3-4;  25  new  8 1-2; 
31,000  Orleans  6 1-4  a 8 1-2;  8,639  Alabama  and 
Mobile,  6 3-4  a 6 5-8;  1,720  Pernambuco  8 7-8  a 
9 1-4;  1,400  Pallia  and  Macoio  7 1-2  a 9;  2,280 
Maranham  7 2-3  a 9;  170  Demarara  6 a 13;  150 
Caithage-na  5 3-4;  700 Egyptian  11  1-4  a 16;  4,670 
Surat  5 a 6 1-4;  350  Madras  5 1-3  a 6.  Whole 
number  61,758. 

Of  which  speculators  took  about  35,000  bales 
American,  2,000  Brazil,  200  Egyptian  and  3,800 
Surat,  nothing  purchased  for  export.  The  accounts 
of  short  crop  trom  the  United  States  urged' specula- 
tors forward — but  the  trade  appeared  rather  luke - 
warm  about  the  matter  and  bought  sparingly.  The 
truth  is, many  ot  them  are  impressed  with  the  be- 
lief that  management  to  get  the  price  up  had  been 
resorted  to  in  our  market,  and  which  causes  them 
to  loo.v  with  suspicion  at  the  accounts  sent  forward 
from  America,  and  at  some  part  at  least  of  the 
large  buying  on  speculation. 

Licet  pool  cotton  market,  Dec.  7.  The  extensive 
demand  noticed  in  last  week’s  circular  from  specu- 
lators has  continued  with  unabated  spir  it,  and  their 
purchases  amount  to  61,000  bags,  of  which  35  000 
are  American,  3,800  Surat,  1,000  Maranham  800 
Pernam,  200  Bahia,  and  200  Egyptian.  Prices  of 
all  descriptions  have  gradually  advanced  during  the 
week,  and  are  1 41  per  lb.  higher  than  the  quota- 
tions of  Friday  last. 

Dec.  12.  We  have  had  rather  a quiet  day  to- 
day, but  prices  are  steady  and  without  change — 
sales  3,000  bales. 

The  news  and  the  New  York  market. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce,  second  edition  of 
Monday,  2,  P.  M,  says — 

“The  effect  of  all  the  news  on  the  market  is  as 
near  as  possible,  nothing  at  all.  In  cotton  a 'fair- 
amount  of  business  is  doing  at  steady  prices. — 
Holders  of  flour  ask  25c.  per  bbl.  higher,  but  there 
are  no  sales.  A sale  has  been  made  of  clean  hemp 
to  go  to  England  at  $>*250  and  $255  per  ton. 

The  New  York  Express  of  Monday,  referring  to 
the  English  news,  says — 

The  flour  and  grain  market  was  an  all-absorbing 
topic  in  the  English  political  as  well  as  business 
circles.  The  supply  at  Liverpool,  it  is  stated,  is 
extremely  small,  not  amounting  to  more  than  a 
week  or  ten  days’- consumption,  and  there  was  no 
prospect  of  any  great  increase  from  abroad,  at  least 
for  some  time.  The  Baltic  ports  are  all  closed  by 
the  frost,  so  that  nothing  can  be  received  from 
Prussia  or  Poland  before  the  spring.  Considerable 
purchases  have  been  made  in  the  ports  of  the  Medi- 
terranean on  English  account,  but  the  quantity 
which  can  be  found  in  that  part  of  the  world  is 
small,  compared  with  the  wants  of  the  country. 
Many  well  informed  persons  in  Liverpool  doubted 
whether  it  would  be  possible  to  procure  from 
abroad  more  than  five  or  six  hundred  thousand 
quarters  in  addition  to  the  million  and  a half  already 
received,  and  even  those  who  expect  more,  admit 
that  the  supply  will  be  quite  insufficient  to  keep 
down  the  price  of  grain  to  reasonable  limits. 

The  Bank  of  England  was  discounting  freely  at 
3 1-2  per  cent.,  and  so  abundant  was  money  that  it 
was  seeking  various  modes  of  investment. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Repot  l o f the  special  committee  on  the  action  of  the 
independent  treasury  system.  Adopted  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  December  12. 

The  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
that  portion  of  the  governor’s  message,  which  re- 
lates to  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks,  and  the  general  restoration  of  credit  and  com- 
merce within  the  state,  have  had  the  same  under 
Consideration,  and  respectfully  report: 


That  they  fully  respond  to  the  sentiments  of  grati- 
fication expressed  by  his  excellency,  at  the  change 
in  the  condition  and- prospects  of  the  country,  which 
has  occurred  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture. Your  committee  cannot  but  congratulate 
themselves,  upon  finding  such  distinguished  testi- 
mony thus  offered  in  proof  of  the  results  which,  al- 
though not  attributed  to  the  same  cause  by  his  ex- 
cellency, had  been  confidently  promised  by  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  system  pursued  by  the  general  gov- 
ernment, in  relation  to  the  banks.  That  system, 
which  consisled  in  a uniform  demand  of  coin  or 
government  paper,  throughout  the  Union,  and  a 
rejection  of  the  notes  of  banks,  in  payment  of  the 
public  dues,  was,  in  substance  and  principle,  the 
same  which  was  proposed  by  the  bill  to  establish 
an  independent  treasury,  excepting  only,  that  it 
was  more  harsh  and  sudden  in  its  operation,  and  was 
deprived  of  several  features  which  were  proposed 
by  the  bill,  and  would  have-  rendered  the  system 
more  acceptable  to  the  country.  The  opponents  of 
this  system  confidently  asserted,  that  under  its  ac- 
tion, in  any  form,  it  was  impossible  that  the  banks 
could  resume  specie  payments,  or  that  the  public 
credit  could  be  restored.  It  was  said,  (hat  without 
the  aid  of  some  great  bank  of  the  United  States,  the 
work  of  resumption  would  be  ruinous  and  slow. 
The  examples  of  England,  and  our  own  country, 
were  confidently  relied  upon  to  prove  these  asser- 
tions. In  the  former  country,  where  an  immense 
bank  existed,  which  overshowed  all  other  moneyed 
institutions,  the  suspension  had  continued  for  up- 
wards of  twenty  years.  In  our  own  country  the 
suspension  continued  for  five  years,  and  even  with 
the  aid  of  a hank  of  the  United  Stales,  with  a capi- 
tal of  thirty  five  millions,  created-  expressly  to  aid 
such  an  object,  the  task  of  resumption  was  difficult 
and  protracted. 

But,  under  the  system  lately  pursued  by  the  gen- 
eral government,  (the  principle  of  which  was ‘so 
thoroughly  approved  by  our  last  legislature,)  this 
great  work  has  been  accomplished  within  the  year, 
and  that,  too,  in  spite  of  the  greatest  embarrass- 
ments from  political  causes,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
opposition  of  the  same  bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  had  been  created  to  promote  the  former  re- 
sumption. The  firm  resolution  to  refuse  the  paper 
of  the  batiks,  and  to  insist  upon  the  just  perform- 
ance of  contracts,  overcame  combinations  of  all 
sorts,  compelled  the  banks  to-  ca’fl  m their  reriund  • 
ant  issues,  and  restored  to  the  country  confidence 
and  credit.  So  rapid  arid  happy  have  been  the  re- 
sul's,  that  the  picture  presented  by  his  excellency, 
is  but  a just  exhibition  oj'the  truth. 

If  this  were  the  only  evidence  of  the  value  uf  the 
independent  treasury  system,  your  committee  might 
feel  justified  in,  recommending  it  to  your  approba- 
tion; but  there  are  other  considerations,  which  in 
their  judgment  stamp  upon  this  policy  a character 
of  vital  importance. 

It  is  clear  now,  to  the  whole  country*,  that  the  real 
alternative  presented  to  the  independent  treasury, 
is  a bank  of  the  United  States.  Between  these  two 
methods  of  administering  the  public  funds,  the  issue 
is  made  up,  and  whatever  intermediate  stumbling 
blocks  may*  be  erected  to  divert  attention,  the  real 
question  is  upon  this  point.  In  making  up  a judg- 
ment upon  such  a question,  even  supposing  the 
constitution  were  altered,  can  any  southern  man 
fail  to  perceive  that  it  is  a mere  contest  between 
sections?  Must  he  be  told  again,  how  will  neces- 
sarily be  administered,  an  institution  located  in  a 
section  of  country  whose  interests  are  adverse  to 
ours,  and  managed  by  those  who,  from  education, 
interest,  and  position,  must  act,  not  only  without 
regard  to  our  particular  interests,  but  in  direct  com- 
petition with  them.  Our  state  is  making  gigantic 
efforts,  (efforts  fully  requiring  all  her  strength,)  to 
secure  a portion  of  the  western  trade.  She  has  em- 
barked her  capital — she  has  even  anticipated  her 
resources,  in  prosecuting  this  grea’t  enterprise.  Her 
citizens  have  united  all  their  strength  in  the  same 
cause,  and  are  endeavoring  to  restore  her  ruined 
commerce;  and,  even  in  the  midst  of  these  great 
exertions,  while  yet  the  burthen  is  upon  our  shoul- 
ders, it  is  proposed  to  create  an  institution  with  a 
capital  more  than  sufficient,  not  only  to  control,  but 
to  crush;  and  that  to  be  placed  in  the  bands  of  the 
very  parties,  whose  essential  interests  are  opposed 
to  all  our  efforts.  Has  the  agency  of  this  great  en- 
gine, upon  the  commerce  of  the  south,  been  already 
forgotten?  Are  the  reports  of  the  late  Mr.  Elliott, 
the  talented  president  of  our  bank — are  they  already 
beyond  ourrecollection?  If  so,  it  becomes  an  urgent 
duty,  upon  your  committee,  to  bring  them  again 
briefly  to  the  riotice.of  the  country. 

From  1819  to  1825,  the  drain  of  specie  from  the 
banks  of  the  south,  by  the  United  States  bank,  was 
so  great,  as  to  paralize  the  whole  energies  of  the 
southern  country.  It  is  admitted  by  the  president 
of  the  latter  bank,  himself,  that  in  fourteen  years  he 


drew  from  the  banks  in  that  quarter,  twenty-two 
millions  and  a half,  for  the  mother  bank,  and  for  the 
branch  at  New  York;  while,  during  the  same  pe- 
riod, he  sent  back  less  than  a million.  At  a single 
operation,  in  order  to  assist  New  York  alone,  five 
millions  of  specie  were  sent  to  her  aid.  And,  in 
the  language  of  Mr.  Elliott,  “the  immediate  opera- 
tion of  the  measures  of  the  United  States  bank,  has 
been,  to  cause  the  banks  in  this  city,  (Charleston,) 
to  suspend  all  business.  From  the  bank  of  the 
state  alone,  the  sum  of  one  million  and  a half  was 
wrung  in  the  course  of  a few  years;  and  the  import 
trade  of  this  state,  which,  in  the  year  1765,  with  a 
population  of  but  130,000,  was  about  one  million 
six  bundled  thousand  dollars,  was  reduced,  in  1830, 
to  near  one  million,  although  the  population  of  the 
state,  and  the  value  of  its  exports,  had  increased 
more  than  four-fold.  Before  this  action  of  the  Uui- 
ttd  States  bank  had  commenced,  the  imports  into 
Charleston  were  as  high  as  five  millions,  while,  at 
the  same  period,  the  imports  into  New  York  were 
only  twenty  millions.  A change  immediately  en- 
sued, after  the  adoption  of  a new  policy  by  the  bank, 
in  1819,  and  when  its  charter  expired,  the  imports 
into  Charleston  had  dwindled  to  less  than  two  mil- 
lions, while  those  in  New  York  had  increased  be- 
yond eighty-eight  millions. 

Your  committee  would  dwell  longer  upon  this 
subject,  and  more  fully  elucidate  the  action  of  the 
bank,  did  they  not  believe  that  it  is  merely  neces- 
sary to  remind  the  public  of  a few  facts,  and  all  the 
more  obvious  considerations  of  policy  and  justice, 
will  at  once  arise  to  settle  this  question;  they  there- 
fore pass  rapidly  to  the  next  subject  of  reflection. 

Experience  has  settled,  that  the  plan  of  a connec- 
tion between  the  government  and  the  deposite  or 
pet  banks,  as  they  are  commonly  called,  is  produc- 
tive of  yet  greater  evils.  It  combines  all  the  evils 
of  a bank  of  the  United  States,  without  a single  re- 
deeming feature;  and  so  decidedly  is  the  public 
opinion  settled,  against  this  system,  that  no  respec- 
table portion  of  the  community  can  be  found  in  its 
favor. 

The  only  project  remaining,  is  that  which  pro- 
poses to  separate  the  government  from  the  banks, 
better  known  as  (he  independent  treasury  system. 
Your  committee  believe  thatthe  public  mind  in  this 
state  is  so  definitely  made  up,  in  favor  of  separating 
the  public  funds  from  the  casualties  and  control  of 
banks,  that  it  would  be  a waste  of  time  to  discuss 
the  general  merifs  of  the  plan.  It  only  remains  to 
answer  the  objections  of  a few,  who,  while  they  ad- 
mit the  sound  policy  of  placing  the  moneys  of  the 
government  beyond  the  control  of  banks,  insist  that 
the  separation  should  not  extend  to  a refusal  of  the 
notes  of  banks,  in  payment  of  government  dues;  or, 
in  other  words,  they  are  opposed  to  the  specie  fea- 
ture of  the  independent  treasury. 

Your  committee  are  desirous  of  discussing  the 
subject  under  consideration  with  fairness  and  can- 
dor. They  would  endeavor,  therefore,  to  state,  as 
distinctly  as  possible,  the  proposition  at  issue.  Ac- 
cording to  their  understanding,  the  opponents  of  the 
specie  feature,  in  this  state,  admit  the  propriety  of 
keeping  the  public  moneys  apart  from  the  banks, 
either  on  special  deposite,  or  in  sub-tieasuries,  so  as 
that  they  shall  be  removed  from  tile  use  or  control 
of  banks,  while  at  the  same  time  they  contend  that 
the  notes  of  banks  shall  be  received,  kept,  and  dis- 
bursed, by  the  government,  for  the  public  dues. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  these  posi- 
tions are  at  variance  with  each  oilier;  that  there  can 
be  no  separation  of  the  public  money  from  banking 
operations,  or  from  the  casualties  and  control  of 
banks,  while  their  notes  are  received  for  the  public 
dues;  and  that  those  who  maintain  such  inconsistent 
propositions,  are  in  fact  lending  their  assistance  to 
the  establishment  of  a bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  has  been  already  shown  to  be  the  real  antag- 
onist qf  the  independent  treasury.  The  justness  of 
this  opinion  will  now  be  demonstrated. 

To  every  man  familiar  with  the  subject,  it  is  a 
mere  truism  to  assert  that  every  bolder  of  a bank 
note  is  a creditor  of  the  bank  whose  note  he  holds, 
and  in  fact  lends  to  the  bank,  without  interest,  the 
amount  of  the  note.  The  case  of  the  holder  of  a 
note  differs  in  no  way  from  that  of  a person  who  has 
made  a deposite  with  the  bank,  except  that  one  lias 
his  demand  upon  the  bank  evidenced  by  its  note; 
the  other’s  demand  is  evidenced by  a credit  on  the 
books.  In  either  case  the  bank  has  the  money;  the 
creditor  has  only  “the  promise”  of  the  bank  to  pay. 

If  the  bank  should  fail,  the  holder  of  the  note  and 
the  owner  of  the  deposite  would  be  precisely  in  the 
same  situation,  each  depending  equally  and  solely 
upon  the  assets  and  solvency  of  the  bank.  If  the 
government  should  collect  a million  of  dollars,  for 
instance,  in  coin,  what  difference  would  it  make 
whether  it  should  place  the  money  on  deposite  in  a 
bank,  and  lake  a credit  on  its  books,  or  whether, 
instead  of  the  credit,  it  should  take  at  once  the  notes 
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of  the  bank?  The  difference  would  be  merely  in 
the  evidence  of  the  debt — the  substance  is  precisely 
the  same.  Ami  if  in  the  first  instance,  the  govern 
ment,  instead  of  receiving  coin,  to  which  it  is  enti- 
tled from  its  debtor,  should  receive  bank  notes,  it 
would  still  in  truth  be  Hie  same.  The  bank  would 
have  the  substance — the  money;  the  government 
would  have  the  bank’s  note,  or  “ promise  to  pay." 

It  would  be  the  same,  in  fact,  as  though  the  govern- 
ment had  loaned  to  the  bank  the  whole  amount,  and 
its  condition  would  in  no  respect  be  better  than  if  the 
treasure  had  at  once  been  deposited  in  the  bank,  and 
credit  given  to  the  government  on  its  books.  The 
money  of  the  government  would,  in  either  case,  be- 
come intermixed  with  the  general  concerns  of  the 
bank,  and  just  ill  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the 
funds  belonging  to  tile  government,  would  be  the 
extent  of  its  connection  with  the  banks.  If  all  the 
funds  in  the  treasury  should  consist  of  bank  notes, 
it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  the  government  would  be 
precisely  in  the  same  situation  as  though  its  moneys 
were  deposited  with  the  banks.  So  far  from  there 
being  a separation  between  the  government  and  tiie 
banks,  their  union  will  have  become  only  the  more 
intimate,  involving  both  in  one  common  late. 

Your  committee  can  therefore  see  no  essential 
difference  between  this  notion  of  receiving  bank 
notes  and  the  oid  system  of  deposite,  or  pet  banks, 
except  that  it  is  more  objectionable  in  several  im- 
portant particulars. 

The  tendency  of  all  banks  is  to  over-issue.  Even 
a bank  of  the  United  States,  while  it  might  resfiain 
the  issues  of  oilier  banks;  would  itself  lie  tempted 
to  over-issue,  inasmuch  as  no  power  could  control 
its  issues.  One  of  the  great  advantages  pioposed 
by  the  specie  feature  of  the  independent  treasury  is 
the  check  to  over  issues  every  where,  which  a regu- 
lar demand  for  coin  would  produce.  This  advan- 
tage would  be  entirely  lost  by  the  reception  of  bank 
notes  by  the  government,  and  evii  consequences 
still  more  positive  would  soon  follow.  It  would 
stimulate  to  over-issues,  place  the  banks  at  the 
mercy  of  the  government  oflicers,  and  lead  to  infi- 
nite corruption. 

If  the  government  is  to  receive  and  keep  the  notes 
of  the  banks,  then,  whichsoever  bank  can  issue  most 
notes  would  be  iiiceiy  to  have  must  in  the  hands  of 
the  government.  A premium  would  thus  be  offered 
to  over-issues.  Every  bank  whose  notes  remained 
in  the  public  treasury  would  in  fact  have  a loan  from 
the  government  to  ihat  amount,  without  interest; 
and  that  bank  which  could  manage  to  get  into  the 
treasury  the  largest  amount  would  receive  the  great- 
est benefit.  It  is  difficult  to  perceive  what  tempta- 
tions might  be  ottered  to  the  collectors,  when  favor 
to  any  particular  bank,  by  retaining  its  notes,  might 
in  some  cities  in  a single  year  realize  to  the  bank 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars? 

So,  on  the  other  hand,  if  any  motive,  political  or 
otherwise,  should  render  it  an  object  to  control  any 
particular  institution,  how  easy  would  it  be  lor  the 
government  officer  to  collect  the  notes  of  that  par- 
ticular institution,  until  he  had  amassed  a sufficient 
amount  to  control  or  crush  the  bank,  by  either  caus- 
ing or  threatening  a run  upon  it.  In  either  contin- 
gency, it  is  obvious  how  broad  a road  is  opened  to 
intrigue  and  corruption. 

H is  in  this  view  of  the  subject  that  your  com- 
mittee cannot  perceive  iiow  any  real  friend  to  our 
own  banks  can  advocate  a scheme  so  threatening  to 
their  safely.  The  specie  feature  of  the  independent 
treasury  is  in  fact  a measure  of  protection:  and 
when  its  operation  is  gradually  extended  over  a se- 
ries of  years,  as  was  proposed  by  the  project  pre- 
sented bv  its  friends,  it  would  be  protective,  instead 
of  injurious  to  the  banks. 

But  there  still  remain  other  particulars  to  be  no- 
ticed, in  which  your  committee  think  the  scheme 
of  annexing  to  the  independent  treasury,  the  recep- 
tion of  bank  notes,  is  equally  objectionable.  It  is 
obvious,  from  what  has  been  said,  that  tile  effect  of 
receiving  bank  notes  is  to  lend  the  credit  of  the 
government,  without  interest,  to  each  bank  whose 
notes  are  taken.  It  may  well  be  demanded,  why 
grant,  this  favor  to  banks,  and  refuse  it  to  indi- 
viduals? If  the  note  of  a hundred  individuals,  when 
associated  into  a bank,  is  taken  as  cash,  without  any 
charge  of  interest,  why  not  take  the  separate  notes 
of  the  individuals  themselves?  Is  this  not  a prefer- 
ence-^ privilege — without  warrant  in  the  law  or  in 
the  constitution?  And  has  the  government  any 
right  to  grant  to  a corporation  what  it  refuses  to  an 
individual,  perhaps  more  deserving  of  credit  than  a 
corporation  itself? 

But  again:  If  the  government  is  to  lend  its  credit 
to  banks,  by’  taking  their  notes,  and  thereby  to  have 
its  funds,  as  it  were,  scattered  over  the  whole  coun- 
try, it  presents  aw’orse  system  than  the  use  of  a sin- 
gle hank.  A single  bank  in  each  state  might  be  so 
regulated  as  with  the  aid  of  the  government  to  con- 
trol the  (he  issues  of  the  other  banks,  and  check 


their  extravagancies.  But  when  the  notes  of  all  are 
received  by  the  government,  and  its  funds  are  thereby 
divided  amongst  all,  there  can  be  no  possible  control; 
and  the  bank  least  deserving  of  credit,  from  its  over- 
issues, would  derive  the  greatest  benefit.  In  case 
of  a revulsion,  the  notes  of  the  very  banks  which’ 
wouid  be.  weakest  would  be  found  in  the  greatest 
quantity  in  the  public  treasury;  and  the  government 
would  be  a loser,  equally  as  though  such  banks 
had  been  its  depository,  and  would  be  involved  in 
all  the  consequences  of  an  entire  connection  with 
the  banks. 

The  equalizing  effect,  too,  -of  (he  demand  for 
specie,  would  be  entirely  destroyed,  if  the  specie 
feature  were  removed.  Your  committee  contend 
for  no  such  impracticable  scheme  as  that  the  trade 
of  the  northern  cities  shall  be  supplanted  by  our 
own.  They  merely  demand  that  each  shall  be  left 
open,  to  fair  and  free  competition.  The  natural 
advantages  of  each  are  the  gift  of  Heaven.  Let  the 
citizens  of  each  develope  and  use  them  according 
to  their  best  skill.  If  in  a fair  competition  of  cap 
ital  and  enterprise,  we  are  overcome,  we  must  be 
content  to  submit.  We  insist,  however,  that  the 
action  of  the  government,  under  which  wre  all  live, 
shall  not  be  so  directed  as  to  make  credit  at  the 
north,  counterbalance  and  destroy  capital  at  the 
south;  that  it  shall  not  lend  all  its  mighty  resources 
to  the  banks,  in  one  section,  while  those  in  another 
are  thereby  subjected  to  their  control.  It  can 
readily  be  perceived  that  wherever  the  government 
collections  and  payments  are  greatest,  if  they  are 
made  in  bank  notes,  it  is  equivalent  in  fact  to  a 
permanent  loan,  without  interest,  from  the  govern- 
ment, to  the  banks  in  that  section.  Of  course, 
these  banks  and  the  cities  whose  trade  they  foster, 
are  thus  enabled,  by  the  government  itself,  to  crush 
the  efforts  of  less  favored  section?.  The  impulse 
given  to  their  trade,  and  the  demand  for  their  bills, 
give  to  their  circulation  a factitious  value,  and  ena- 
ble them  to  control  the  exchanges  of  the  country. 
But  the  requisition  of  specie,  from  all,  would  bring 
down  every'  operation  to  a real  standard  of  value. 
The  government  would  lend  credit  to  no  one, 
whether  bank  or  individual;  and  if  any  section  at- 
tempted to  overtrade,  beyond  its  due  proportion,  it 
wouid  at  least  have  no  undue  aid  from  the  govern- 
ment. The  necessity  of  finding  something  of  real, 
instead  of  fictitious  value,  such  as  specie,  would 
place  all  upon  an  equality.  The  natural  advanta- 
ges of  each  section  would  thus  be  relieved  from  the 
interference  of  the  government,  and  the  great  prin- 
ciple promoted,  of  releasing  the  commerce  of  the 
south,  from  the  monopolizing  restraints  which  have 
hitherto  controlled  it. 

But  it  is  said,  that  this  exaction  of  specie  would 
greatly  check  the  commerce  of  the  south,  and 
would  be  ruinous  to  its  prosperity,  inasmuch  as  the 
collections  made  at  the  south,  must  be  remitted  to 
the  no:  til,  where  they  are  usually  expended  by  the 
government.  Those  who  make  this  objection,  in- 
sist upon  it  only  because  they  have  not  duly  ex- 
amined facts.  In  relation  to  our  own  state,  no 
system,  whether  independent  treasury  or  any  other, 
can  in  this  respect  change  our  condition  for  the 
worse.  It  has  been  our  late,  for  many  years,  to 
have  been  subjected  to  as  rigorous  an  exaction  of 
spi  cie,  or  what  was  equally  a charge,  as  can  pos- 
sibly be  produced  by  the  new  system:  while  at  the 
north,  the  whole  credit  of  the  government,  together 
with  the  immense  resources  of'  a bank  of  thirty- 
five  millions  capital,  were  enlisted  in  sustaining 
that  section  from  injury.  In  the  five  years  and  three 
quarters  preceding  October,  IS38,  the  government 
had  collected  at  Charleston,  $2,921,636 

And  had  expended  at  Charleston,  840,604 

Leaving  a difference  of  $2,081,032 

the  whole  of  which  was  remitted  to  the  north;  not 
in  our  bank  notes,  for  they  of  course  would  not  cir- 
culate at  the  north,,  but  in  specie,  or  something 
which  at  the  north  would  be  equivalent  to  specie, 
and  which  in  Charleston  it  would  cost  as  much  to 
procure.  The  supply  of  this  drain  produced  ir. 
Charleston,  effects  fully  as  injurious  as  could  pos- 
sibly now  be  produced  by  the  specie  feature  of  the 
independent  treasury.  But  the  essential  difference 
is,  that  this  feature  would  remove  the  preference 
which  was  given  to  the  north,  by  the  former  action 
of  the  government,  and  place  the  north  and  the 
south  upon  the  same  footing  of  equality.  Under 
the  old  system,  if  for  example  a merchant  in 
Charleston  desired  to  borrow  from  a bank  $100,000, 
to  pay  duties  on  his  imported  goods,  the  bank  was 
compelled  to  refuse  the  accommodation,  because 
its  bills  would  soon  be  returned  on  it  by  the  col- 
lector for  specie,  or  exchange,  to  be  remitted  to  the 
north.  In  New  York,  however,  if  the  same  opera- 
tion had  been  attempted,  the  loan  would  imme- 
diately have  been  made,  because  the  bills  of  the 
bank,  when  received  by  the  collector,  would  merely 


be  returned  on  deposite  to  the  bank;  and  the  bank, 
while  making  the  usual  profit  upon  the  operation, 
need  do  no  more  than  make  an  entry  on  its  books, 
without  the  smallest  apprehension  of  a demand  for 
specie.  Their  paper, being  received  by  the  collector, 
is  never  returned  lor  specie,  because,  by  the  arrange- 
ments of  business,  and  of  the  government  expendi- 
tures, the  bank  note  or  credit  there,  is  received  as 
though  it  had  as  real  a value  as  the  actual  specie.  The 
result  is,  that  the  importer  at  the  south,  must  find 
his  $100,000  in  actual -capital;  while  at  the  north,  a 
bank  credit  answers  equally  as  well.  Here,  then,  is 
a great  and  decisive  preference,  enjoyed  by  one 
section  over  the  other.  If  the  collector  of  customs 
in  each  place  were  to  demand  specie  for  govern- 
ment dues,  each  section  would  be  called  upon  to 
find  a medium  which  is  of  equal  value  in  the  cur- 
rency of  the  world,  and  would  therefore,  as  far  as 
the  government  is  concerned,  stand  upon  a looting 
of  perfect  equality.  There  would  he  no  induce- 
ments held  out  to  concentrate  the  government  pay- 
ments and  collections  in  one  place,  every  part  of 
the  country  would  be  left  to  its  natural  advantages, 
aryl  to  contend  alone  with  the  industry  and  enter- 
prize  of  others.  This  result,  which  it  is  proposed 
to  promote  by  the  specie  feature  of  the  indepen- 
dent treasury,  wmuld  be  entirely  defeated  by  the 
reception  of  the  bank  notes,  in  lieu  of  coin. 

But  it  is  objected,  that  a system  of  that  kind  will 
create  two  kinds  of  currency,  one  for  the  govern- 
ment, and  another  for  the  people,  less  valuable  than 
the  first.  The  very  statement  of  this  objection 
carries  the  admission  that  a bank  note  currency,  is 
a debased  or  less  valuable  currency  than  gold  and 
silver;  and  in  so  far,  its  proposers  do  not  seem  to 
observe,  that  it  is  they  who  are  seeking  to  keep 
fiom  the  reach  of  the  people,  the  more  valuable,  and 
to  give  them  the  baser  currency.  The  advocates 
of  the  specie  feature,  would  raise  all  currency  to 
the  actual  value  of  specie,  by  bringing  paper  mo- 
ney to  a constant  test,  and  thereby  either  keeping  it 
of  equal  value,  or,  if  it  become  debased,  by  mak- 
ing that  apparent  to  all.  If  it  be  of  equal  value 
w ith  specie,  then  no  one  can  object  that  the  people 
would  have  a less  desirable  currency  than  the  go- 
vernment; if  it  be  of  a less  value  than  specie, 
surely  no  one  will  propose  that  the  government 
should  receive  it  as  specie. 

Your  committe.e  are  of  opinion,  that  the  notion 
of  a discredit  of  sound  bank  notes,  by  the  refusal 
of  the  government  to  receive  them,  is  an  entire 
fallacy.  The  amount  of  currency  which  would  be 
required  for  the  demands  of  government,  is  en- 
tirely  too  small,  to  produce  any  such  effect;  and 
the  power  of  the  government  over  the  circulation, 
is  too  slender,  even  to  check  its  redundancy  as 
much  as  might  be  desirable.  The  degree  of  discre- 
dit which  is  to  he  apprehended  by  the  banks,  from 
a refusal  to  take  their  notes  by  the  government, 
is  strikingly  illustrated  by  a single  fact,  which  your 
committee  will  state.  By  a provision  of  an  act  of 
congress,  after  July,  1836,  the  bills  of  every  hank 
which  issued  notes  under  five  dollars,  were  re- 
jected by  the  government.  Our  bank  of  the  state 
came  within  the  provisions  of  this  clause,  and  its 
notes  of  course  were  refused  by  the  government. 
So  far  from  discredit  having  resulted  from  this  re- 
fusal, your  committee  think  it  likely  that  the  state- 
ment now  made,  is  the  first  information  which  most 
of  the  people  of  the  state  have  upon  the  subject. 
Neither  the  bank,  nor  any  citizen,  has  experienced 
the  slightest  inconvenience. 

If  the  funds  in  the  public  treasury,  should  con- 
sist of  specie,  instead  of  bank  notes,  two  other  ob- 
vious advantages  would  be  gained  by  the  people. 
In  the  first  place,  it  would  render  it  no  longer  the 
interest  of  the  banks,  and  of  all  concerned  in  them, 
to  favor  high  tariffs  and  taxes;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  it  would  prevent  accumulations  in  the  trea- 
sury of  the  United  States.  If  the  banks  had  to 
furnish  specie,  instead  of  notes,  in  payment  of  the 
public  revenues,  they  would  no  longer  derive  benefit 
from  the  government,  in  the  shape  of  loans  to  them 
without  interest,  effected  by  the  government's  tak- 
ing and  holding  their  notes.  And  the  very  embar- 
rassment which  would  be  created  by  locking  up  a 
large  amount  of  specie  in  the  government’s  coffers, 
would  prevent  the  accumulation  of  a large  surplus 
revenue.  If  this  surplus  were  to  consist,  as  it  late- 
ly did,  of  bank  credits,  every  bank  would  feel  an 
interest  in  increasing  it;  as  they  derive  a double 
benefit;  and  Ihe  effect  would  soon  be  felt,  politi- 
cally, in  the  accession  ^to  the  tariff  and  high  taxing 
party. 

On  the  whole,  then,  your  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion that  the  independent  treasury,  with  the  specie 
feature,  should  be  taken  entire;  and  that  it  is  a 
mere  fallacy,  to  suppose  that  there  can  be  a real 
separation  of  the  government,  from  the  fortunes 
and  casualties  of  the  banks,  while  their  notes  are 
received  into  the  public  treasury.  But  while  your 
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committee  entertain  these  views,  they  think  it  due 
to  the  long  established  usages  of  trade,  and  the 
customs  of  society,  that  so  essential  a reform,  should 
be  gradual  in  its  operation.  We  have  been  so  long 
accustomed  to  regard  paper  as  money,  that  many 
prejudices  must  be  overcome,  and  many  errors 
corrected,  before  the  system  can  be  set  into 
harmonious  action.  It  is  proper,  therefore,  that  its 
accomplishment  should  be  distributed  over  a series 
of  years,  in  order  that  the  course  of  trade  and  busi- 
ness may  gently  and  gradually  accommodate  itself 
to  the  change.  The  requisite  quantity  of  specie, 
(if  not  already  in  the  country,)  can  then  be  import- 
ed, according  to  the  demand,  and  both  sudden  re- 
vulsions and  unexpected  interruptions  of  trade,  can 
be  carefully  avoided. 

In  these  opinions,  your  committee  are  happy  to 
find  that  their  predecessors  in  the  state  legislature, 
have  entirely  concurred;  and  in  a series  of  resolu- 
tions, asserted  the  principles  which  we  now  main- 
tain. At  the  timeot  their  adoption,  the. suspension 
of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  had  compelled 
the  government  to  reject  bank  notes,  in  payment  of 
the  public  dues,  and  practically  to  establish  an  in- 
dependent treasury.  Under  the  operation  of  this 
system,  a resumption  of  specie  payments  has  been 
etfected,  and  a general  restoration  of  credit  and 
confidence.  The  unerring  testimony  of  experience 
has  thus  given  sanction  to  the  wisdom  of  the  policy; 
and  makes  it  the  more  incumbent  upon  us,  to  re- 
assert our  principles. 

Entertaining  these  views,  upon  a scheme  so  vital 
to  the  interests  of  the  south,  your  committee  regard 
it  the  bounden  duty  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  who  have  now  come  fresh  from  their  con- 
stituents, to  declare  their  sentiments  upon  it,  and  to 
make  known,  as  they  now  do,  to  every  public  ser- 
vant, to  whom  our  common  interests  have  been 
confided,  our  solemn  conviction,  that  the  final  con- 
summation of  this  policy,  is  essential  to  the  welfare 
and  prosperity  of  the  state.  [ Preamble  adopted  by 
a vote  of  103  to  10.] 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  the  sena- 
tors and  representatives  of  the  people,  in  the  state  legis- 
latures, to  express  their  opinion  upon  such  measures  of 
the  general  government,  as  vitally  affect  the  welfare  and 
interests  of  their  constituents.  [Vote,  unanimous. \' 

2.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  legislature,  it 
is  expedient  that  the  revenues  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, be  so  collected,  as  ultimately  to  sever  the  govern- 
ment from  r. II  connection  with  banks.  [Vote,  103  to  7.] 

3.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  legislature, 
the  revenues  of  the  fedc  ral  government,  should  be  so 
deposited,  kept,  and  disbursed,  as  not  to  he  con- 
nected with,  or  used  in  banking  operations.  [Tote,  113 
to  3.] 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  would  bo  unconstitutional,  inex- 
pedient, and  dangerous,  to  incorporate  a national  bank 
[Question  divided — on  the  declaration  “that  it  would  be 
unconstitutional,’’  the  vote  was  107  to  7;  and  on  its  being 
“inexpedient  and  dangerous,’’  112  to  3.J 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  G.  MEMiMINGER,  chairman. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

On  the  29th  ult.  Edward  B.  Dudley  was  inaugu- 
rated governor  of  North  Carolina  for  the  ensuing 
two  years,  and  delivered  the  following  address: 

“In  accordance,  gentlemen,  with  the  intimation 
you  have  conveyed  to  me,  Mid  in  obedience  to  the 
requirements  of  the  constitution,  I appear  before  you 
this  day,  and  have  sealed  with  the  solemnity  of  an 
oath  my  fealty  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  our 
beloved  state.  The  occasion  and  the  rites  are  most 
imposing.  Religion  lends  her  aid  to  patriotism,  and 
in  the  presence  of  the  most  high,  we  pledge,  upon 
the  altar  of  our  country,  our  best  efforts  for  her 
welfare. 

But  you  must  allow  me  to  embrace  the  occasion, 
to  express  to  our  common  constituents,  the  emo- 
tion which  fills  me  at  this  renewed  evidence  of 
their  regard.  To  have  been  selected  once,  for  the 
highest  office  in  the  people’s  gift,  was  enough  for 
mere  ambition,  but  to  have  been  preferred  a second 
time,  and  over  one  of  the  most  distinguished  sons 
of  the  state,  stamps  my  public  course  and  my  po- 
litical principles  with  the  general  approbation,  and 
is  too  gratifying  for  any  effort  of  language  to  ex- 
press. 

Allow  me,  gentlemen,  to  ask  your  aid,  and  to 
make  you  the  heralds  of  my  gratitude.  Say  to  our 
common  constituents,  that  the  obligations  they  have 
imposed  on  me  are  a constant  and  feeling  memorial 
of  my  duties — that  the  same  interests  and  the  same 
destiny  bind  us  together  forever — that  the  charac- 
ter of  our  common  ancestry  shall  meet  no  reproach 
in  my  person,  but  shall  guaranty  a faithful  dis- 
charge at  least  of  my  executive  duties. 

But,  gentlemen,  I am  far  from  looking  to  my 
election  as  a mere  personal  triumph.  It  stands  on 
much  higher  grounds;  for  it  is,  in  my  estimation, 


the  triumph  of  law  and  order  over  doctrines  of  the 
most  pernicious  and  disorganizing  tendency.  A 
spirit  of  bold  disorder,  of  daring  and  licentious 
riot,  is  abroad  in  our  country,  an.!  threatens  the  sta- 
bility of  our  institutions.  its  watchwords  are ‘the 
people,  against  the  banks’ — ‘the  people  against  the 
aristocracy’ — ‘the  poor  against  the  rich,’  &c.  This 
wretched  jargon  is  of  European  origin,  and  has 
been  introduced  by  foreigners  into  our  happier  coun- 
try. Here  the  base  and  the  designing  have  appro- 
priated them  to  the  accomplishment  of  their  unhal- 
lowed purposes,  and  an  efi'oit  has  been  made  to  in- 
troduce into  our  state  these  loathsome  heresies. 

But,  thanks  to  the  public  soundness  and  intelli- 
gence, never  was  mischievous  folly  more  signally 
rebuked.  Our  people  are  not  yet  steeped  so  deeply 
in  moral  or  political  profligacy,  as  to  enact  laws 
and  grant  privileges,  but  to  abrogate  them.  They 
are  yet  to  learn  that  it  is  right  or  just  to  concede,  at 
one  moment,  chatters,  investing  rights  and  proper- 
ty, and  at  the  next,  to  render  them  valueless  by 
denunciation,  or  to  destroy  them  by  violence. 

As  to  our  aristocracy,  gentlemen,  I need  not  tell 
you  that  our  institutions  rieilher  legalize  nor  recog- 
nize its  existence;  that  it  lives  but  in  the  diseased 
fancy  of  the  worthless  and  envious  leveller,  who, 
despairing  to  elevate  himself,  seeks  to  pulldown 
others  to  his  own  poor  standard.  We  have  no  aris- 
tocracy but  that  which  superior  industry,  intelli- 
gence, and  moral  worth,  confers,  and  of  that,  what 
government  would  not  be  justly  proud? 

But,  gentlemen,  there  is  danger  in  this  wanton 
madness,  and  it  is  our  duty  as  patriots,  as  faithful 
representatives  of  the  people,  to  warn  and  to  ad- 
monish them  of  the  brooding  mischief.  Error  and 
vice  should  not  be  made  the  synonimes  of  truth 
and  virtue.  The  moral  sense  of  the  community 
cannot  be  trifled  with,  with  impunity;  it  may  be- 
come blunted  and  corrupted,  for  constant  attrition 
will  affect  the  soundest  substances.  Then,  let  us 
teach  the  mere-partizan, and  (lte  unprincipled  dem- 
agogue, that  Ihe  end  cannot  justify  the  means;  that, 
by  destroying  the  landmarks  between  right  anil 
wrong,  he  is  sapping  the  very  foundation  of  our 
government,  and  can  receive  no  countenance 
from  ns  who  have  sworn,  this  day,  faithfully  to 
execute  (he  law.  The  man  who  could  direct  pub- 
lic odium  and  public  violence,  by  whatever  indi- 
rection, against  one  of  the  legalized  institutions  of 
the  land,  betrays  that  destitution  of  principle  which 
fits  him  for  crime  and  outrage  of  every  character; 
and  he  who  could  hurl  a fire-brand  against  a char- 
tered company,  would,  be  assured,  to  accomplish 
an  end,  desecrate  the  very  chamber  in  which  you  sit. 

I have  addressed  yon,  gentlemen,  so  recently  and 
so  fully  upon  our  domestic  and  general  interest, 
that  it  is  unnecessary  to  trespass  further  on  your 
indulgence.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  add,  that  my 
views  upon  these  subjects  remain,  not  only  unal- 
tered, but  strengthened  by  daily  observation;  and 
that  I am  firmly  convinced,  that  our  social  and  po- 
litical depression  can  only  be  redeemed  by  a tho- 
rough reform  of  our  currency,  the  adoption  of  a 
liberal  system  of  internal  improvement,  and  by  the 
establishment  of  common  schools.  That  my  sug- 
gestions upon  these  subjects,  have  not  met  your 
ready  concurrence,  is  only  a matter  of  regret  to  me, 
because  I believe  that  the  honor  and  welfare  of  our 
beloved  state  are  dependent  upon  their  adoption.” 

In  the  “ Raleigh  Register”  of  the  7th  instant,  we 
find  the  following  account  of  proceedings  in  both 
branches  of  the  legislature,  in  reference  to  the  ex- 
punging resolutions,  &c.  passed  by  that  body,  and 
inserted  in  the  last  “ Register.” 

In  senate,  Jan.  5,  1839. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  senate  the  following 
communication  received  from  our  senators  in  con- 
gress: 

Washington  city,  Dec.  31,  1838. 

To  the  hon.  the  general  assembly  of  N.  C.: 

Gentlemen:  Having  learned  from  unofficial 
sources,  which,  however,  leave  no  doubt  upon  our 
minds  of  the  correctness  of  the  information,  that  cer- 
tain resolutions  have  passed  your  honorable  bodies, 
expressive  of  the  opinions  of  a majority  of  each  of 
them,  upon  political  matters,  some  of  which  have 
been,  and  others  still  are  pending  before  the  country, 
we  have  been  induced  to  anticipate  their  coming  to 
hand,  and  respectfully  address  you  concerning  them. 

In  thus  anticipating  the  reception  of  a copy  of  the 
resolutions  through  an  official  channel,  we  trust  that 
an  apology  will  be  found  in  the  information  we  have 
received  of  the  intention  of  the  legislature  to  ad- 
journ at  an  early  day. 

The  resolutions  do  not  expressly  instruct  us  to 
carry  into  effect  the  opinions  expressed  therein,  nor 
are  we  able  to  perceive  in  them,  impliedly,  any  au- 
thoritative command  such  as  instructions  convey. 

We  are  therefore  left  to  infer  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  general  assembly  nol  to  assert  or  ex- 


ercise tile  right  of  instruction,  from  the  absence  of 
the  mandatory  terms  heretofore  used  when  the  gen- 
eral assembly  of  North  Carolina  has  thought  proper 
to  resort  to  it. 

The  ground  heretofore  occupied  by  us  is  wholly 
unchanged,  and  scarcely  needs  recapitulation.  We 
have  publicly  declared  that  whenever  instructions 
are  given  us  by  the  legislature,  we  will  either  obey 
them  or  resign. 

We  therefore  respectfully  ask  of  your  honorable 
bodies,  if  we  err  in  our  construction  of  the  resolu- 
tions, that  we  may  be  set  right  in  time  to  act  as  be- 
comes the  position  in  which  we  stand. 

Willi  a view  to  prevent  any  misrepresentation  of 
our  motives,  we  disclaim  any  intention  of  disrespect 
to  the  legislature,  considering  it  not  only  a duty  to 
ourselves  thus  respectfully  to  make  this  request,  but 
that  we  owe  it  to  die  people  of  the  state  of  North 
Carolina,  whose  interests  have  been  confided  to  us 
in  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servants, 

BEDFORD  BROWN, 
ROBT.  STRANGE. 

The  foregoing  communication  being  read,  Mr. 
Cherry  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which 
passed  its  three  readings,  25  to  23,  being  precisely 
the  vote  as  that  given  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tions referred  to  by  the  senators,  except  that  Mr. 
Fey, of  Carteret  and  Jones  was  present  voting  with 
his  party,  (whig,)  and  Mr.  Jones  was  absent. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  passed  by  this  general 
assembly,  and  transmitted  to  our  senators  in  congress, 
are  sufficiently  plain  and  intelligible  to  be  compre- 
hended by  any  one  desirous  of  understanding  them; 
that  we  believe  this  communication,  anticipating  the 
reception  of  said  resolutions,  and  making  inquiry  as  to 
their  meaning,  is  not  in  good  faith,  and  that  it  would 
be  inconsistent  with  the  self-respect  of  this  general 
assembly  to  make  any  reply  to  it. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  Jan.  5,' 1839. 

The  resolution  from  the  senate  in  relation  to  the 
letter  of  our  senators  in  congress,  touching  the  in- 
struction resolutions,  was  laken  up  tor  consideration, 
and  gave  rise  to  an  exciting  and  somewhat  angry 
debate.  It  was  finally  adopted,  £9  to  44,  being  a 
strict  parly  vote  on  each  side. 

From  the  Raleigh  Register. 

Internal  improvement  convention.  This  body  ad- 
journed on  Friday  night  about  7 o’clock,  having 
been  engaged  with  great  assiduity  through  the  week 
in  attending  to  the  duties  which  called  them  here. 
There  were  about  200  delegates  in  attendance,  re- 
presenting 40  counties,  ard  we  have  not  witnessed 
in  our  time  a more  intelligent, patriotic,  and  disin- 
terested body.  The  discussion  which  took  place, 
though  full  and  animated,  was  courteous  and  re- 
spectful. Among  the  principal  speakers  were  the 
president,  (judge  Saunders,)  Mr.  John  H.  Bryan, 
chairman  of  the  general  committee,  Messrs.  James 
W.  Bryan,  of  Carteret,  William  H.  Haywood,  jun. 
of  this  city,  Louis  D.  Henry,  of  Cumberland,  Hugh 
McQueen,  of  Orange,  William  B.  Shepard,  of  Pas- 
quotank, Thomas  Clingman,  of  Buncombe,  and  E. 
L Winslow,  of  Cumberland. 

We  are  now  so  pressed  for  room,  that  we  have 
only  space  to  present,  in  a condensed  form,  the  spe- 
cific recommendations  of  the  convention,  which  are 
to  be  brought  to  Ihe  notice  of  the  legislature  by  a 
select  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  convention  concur  in  the  re- 
port of  its  general  committee,  that  the  several  works 
of  improvement  therein  recommended,  deserve  the 
patronage  of  the  state,  and  ought  to  be  effected. 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  order  to  carry  out  the  views  of 
the  convention,  and  at  the  same  time  to  accommodate 
them  to  the  means  and  ability  of  the  state,  a loan  of 
three  millions  of  dollars  ought  to  be  contracted. 

3.  Resolved,  That  in  the  prosecution  of  these  seve- 
ral works,  the  convention  recommend  the  following 
classification: 

FIRST  CLASS. 

1.  A guarantee  by  the  state  of  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  the  Gaston  and  Raleigh  railroad  company. 

2.  Subscription  by  the  state  of  four-fifths  of  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  the  Fayetteville  and  Yadkin  railroad  com- 
pany. 

3.  The  incorporation  of  a company  for  the  opening 
of  an  inlet  at  the  foot  of  Albemarle  Sound,  and  a sub- 
scription by  the  slate  of  three-fifths  of  its  capital  stock. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

1.  A railroad  from  Beaufort  harbor  to  connect  with 
the  Wilmington  and  Raleigh  railroad,  and  ^subscrip- 
tion by  the  state  of  four-fifths  of  its  capital  stock. 

2.  A railroad  from  Raleigh  to  intersect  with  the  Wil- 
mington and  Raleigh  railroad  at  or  near  Waynesbo- 
rough,  and  a railroad  from  Raleigh  to  Fayetteville,  and 
a subscription  to  each  of  two-fifths  of  the  capital  stock 
by  the  state. 

4.  Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  the  convention,  that 
the  balance  of  the  subscription  by  the  state  to  the 
Wilmington  and  Raleigh  company  ought  to  be  paid 

i without  delay,  the  surveys  of  Neuse  and  Tar  rivers 
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■with  the  view  to  steam  navigation,  and  the  survey  of 
a route  from  Raleigh,  via  Hillsborough,  to  Greensbo- 
rough,  in  Guilford  county,  with  a view  to  a McAdam- 
ized  turnpike  road,  ought  to  be  made  by  the  state;  and 
if  the  said  rivers  should  be  found  such  as  to  justify  the 
use  of  steamboats,  the  board  ot  internal  improvements 
be  authorized  to  contract  accordingly,  and  that  a com- 
pany be  incorporated  for  tire  construction  of  the  said 
road,  and  a subscription  of  two-fifths  oi  its  capital  by 
the  state. 


GOVERNOR  GRASON’S  INAUGURATION. 

From  the  Annapolis  Republican  of  the  Till  inst. 

Yesterday  being  the  day  designated  by  the  con- 
stitution on  which  the  governor  elect  should  pro- 
ceed. to  qualify  and  assume  the  duties  of  office,  the 
usual  preliminary  messages  were  interchanged  be- 
tween the  houses,  and  a deputation  waited  upon 
Mr.  Grason,  and  invited  his  attendance  in  the  sen- 
ate chamber  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  oaths  of 
office.  At  one  o’clock  he  met  both  houses  accord- 
ingly, and  the  ceremony  was  completed. 

At  one  o’clock  precisely  the  governor  elect  was 
announced,  and  entering  the  senate  chamber  arm 
in  arm  with  governor  Veazy,  took  his  seat  at  the 
right  of  the  president  of  the  senate.  The  speaker 
ot  the  house  of  delegates,  preceded  by  the  ser- 
geant at  arms  and  followed  by  the  members,  then 
entered,  in  compliance  to  the  invitation  of  the 
senate,  when  the  governor  elect  proceeded  to  fake 
the  oaths  of  office  and  subscribe  to  the  constitution. 

After  which  he  addressed  the  crowded  assem- 
blage of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  including  the  judges 
of  the  court  of  appeals,  the  chancellor  of  the  slate, 
public  officers  and  citizens,  to  the  following  effect: 
ADDRESS. 

“ Fellow  citizens:  It  is  natural  that  I should  feel 
gratified  with  the  distinction,  of  being  the  first 
governor  of  Maryland  elected  by  the  people;  and 
that  I should  wish  to  discharge  iny  duties  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  justify  the  expectation  of  those'  who 
have  thought  me  worthy  of  their  confidence.  But 
the  office  of  chief  magistrate  is  of  such  a nature, 
as  to  exclude  the  hope  of  giving  entire  satisfaction, 
either  to  the  public,  or  to  his  own  personal  friends. 
He  is  often  obliged  to  make  selections  for  office, 
without  a personal  knowledge  of  the  applicants, 
and  to  bear  the  responsibility  of  injudicious  recom- 
mendations. Sometimes  he  is  compelled  to  choose 
between  persons  of  c-qnal  merit,  and  to  overlook 
claims,  which  appear  to  he  entitled  to  a preference. 
While  the  governor  was  appointed  annually  by  the 
legislature,  and  was  associated  with  an  executive 
council,  the  errors  of  his  administration,  whether 
real  or  imaginary,  were  often  ascribed  to  his  con- 
stitutional advisers,  and  sometimes  to  that  branch 
of  the  government,  upon  which  he  was  dependent 
for  office.  Being  now  elecled  by  the  people,  and 
alone  responsible  for  his  official  acts,  he  mu  t ex- 
pect to  bear  all  the  public  censure  and  personal  re- 
sentment, which  tnay  be  incurred  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties.  He  therefore  owes  it  to  his  own 
character,  to  the  dignity  of  his  office,  and  to  the 
people  who  have  honored  him  with  their  confi- 
dence, to  depend  in  some  degree  upon  his  own 
judgment,  in  all  his  official  proceedings;  and 
to  select,  to  office,  such  men,  as  he  belipves  to  be 
capable  of  serving  the  public,  even  if  others,  of 
inferior  qualifications,  should  have  stronger  claims 
upon  his  friendship,  or  present  a greater  number  of 
recommendations. 

The  most  painful  duty  of  the  executive  is  the 
negative  one  of  declining  to  interrupt  the  course  of 
justice.  The  power  of  arresting  prosecutions  and 
of  pardoning  criminals  is  the  more  liable  !o  abuse, 
because  it  is  difficult  to  resist  its  exercise,  when  the 
life  or  liberty  of  a fellow-creature  is  depending 
upon  it;  and  when  it  is  expected  that  official  errors 
will  be  readily  excused,  if  they  are  supposed  to 
spring  from  feelings  of  humanity.  The  power  of 
pardon  is  however  a public  trust,  intended  for  ex- 
traordinary cases,  which  could  neither  be  distinctly 
described,  nor  provided  lor  in  any  general  law.  Lt 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  used  in  such  cases  only;  and 
not  for  the  gratification  of  the  person  invested  with 
it,  or  for  party  purposes,  or  in  opposition  lo  the 
general  policy  of  the  criminal  law;  the  object  of 
which,  is  to  suppress  vice,  preserve  the  public 
peace,  gud  protect  every  citizen  from  injury  and 
violence. 

It  is  my  intention  to  act  according  to  the  views 
now  expressed,  as  i'ar  as  my  power  and  means  of 
informatidfc  will  enable  me  to  do  so;  and  to  perform, 
faithfully,  whatever  duties  are  required  of  me  by 
the  constitution  and  laws. 

I enter  upon  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  with  a 
deep  sense  of  what  I ovy£  to  the  people  of  Mary- 
land; with  an  earnest  desire  to  promote  their  inter- 
ests; and  with  the  hope,  that,  at  the  end  of  my  offi- 
cial term, I shall  return  to  private  life,  without 
having  forfeited  their  confidence.” 

We  were  gratified  to  find  that  the  practice  of 


parading  a collation  at  the  government  house  on 
this  occasion  was  omitted — gratified,  because  we 
have  long  thought  from  scenes  which  we  have  wit- 
nessed there,  that  it  was  a practice  which  would  be 
“more  honored  in  ils  breach  than  its  observance.” 
It  had  degenerated  to  so  much  of  a saturnalia,  as  to 
be  unbecoming  the  place  and  the  occasion,  and  it 
was,  as  we  believe,  in  compliance  with  the  sugges 
tions  of  the  considerate  of  all  parties,  that  governor 
Grason  determined  to  omit  it,  although,  every  fa- 
cility ior  making  the  necessary  preparations  for  it 
at  the  government  house  was  politely  tendered  by 
governor  Yeazy,  whose  family  remained  (here  un- 
til yesterday  morning,  at  the  solicitation  of  governor 
Grason,  his  own  family,  as  we  are  sorry  to  learn, 
beingtoo  much  indisposed  at  present  to  permiithem 
to  cross  the  bay. 

Governor  Yeazy  and  his  family,  after  the  in- 
auguration, left  the  seat  of  government  in  the  steam- 
boat Maryland  for  Baltimore,  on  their  way  to  their 
residence  in  Cecil  county — accompanied  by  the 
warmest  wishes  of  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  their 
acquaintance  here,  for  their  future  welfare  and  hap- 
piness. 

MR.  ATHERTON’S  RESOLUTIONS. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  HON".  FRANCIS  E.  RIVES. 

From  the  Petersburg  ( Va.)  Constellation. 

Washington,  Dec.  20,  IS3S. 

My  dear  sir:  In  your  paper  of  Tuesday  last,  I 
sc-e  that  you  have  noticed  a paragraph  in  the  Rich- 
mond Whig  of  the  15th  inst.,  in  which  gen.  Droin- 
goole  and  myself  are  charged  with  being  “ leagued 
with  fanatics .”  You  have  treated  the  article  in  a 
way  that  must  lead  to  its  condemnation  in  the  esti- 
mation of  every  gentleman  who  will  examine  the 
subject;  and  as  I think  it  probable  the  matter  is  to 
be  pressed  still  further,  I have  thought  proper  to 
give  the  following  facts: 

The  four  first  resolutions  that  were  introduced 
by  Mr.  Atherton  were  abstract  in  their  character, 
but  made  to  bear,  in  their  effect,  on  the  powers  of 
congress,  so  as  to  exclude  the  conclusion  that  con- 
gress could  constitutionally  interfere  with  the  rela- 
tion between  master  and  slave.  This  was  as  much 
as  southern  members  could  desire;  and  there  was 
not  a republican  from  the  slaveholding  states  that 
did  not  hail  them  with  joy,  as  the  harbinger  of  peace 
and  security  in  the  south. 

The  5th  resolution  was  practical  in  its  effect. 
For  reasons  set  forth,  it  required  that  every  thing 
relating  in  the  remotest  degree  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  should  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  print- 
ing, or  any  other  action  thereon. 

The  vote  on  this  resolution  was  considered  a test 
vote.  Those  who  were  opposed  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery^,  and  unwilling  to  excite  the  country  with  a 
discussion  of  it,  whether  from  the  north  or  south, 
went  for  its  adoption.  With  the  exception  of  one 
member,  (J.  B.  of  Virginia.)  it  received  the  sanc- 
tion oi'  the  entire  republican  party  from  the  slave- 
holding states.  The  whole-  number  of  votes  for  it 
was  126,  against  it  78.  From  the  slaveholding 
states,  it  got  70  votes;  from  the  non-slaveholding 
states,  56  votes.  From  the  slaveholding  states,  I 
have  before  stated,  there  was  but  one  republican 
who  voted  against  the  resolution.  His  vote,  added 
to  those  of  Messrs.  Bell,  J.  S.  Williams,  AVord,  and 
Crabb,  (ail  whigs,)  from  the  slaveholding  slates, 
make  5 that  went  against  us.  Those  from  the  non- 
slaveholdirig  states  who  voted  against  the  resolution 
were  in  number  70;  the  whole  number  of  votes 
given  was  204.  Of  those  who  refused  to  vote, 
(namely,  Messrs.  Wise,  Stanly,  Underwood,  Jeni- 
fer, Biddle,  Pope,  and  Chambers, ) I am  glad  to  have 
it  ir,  my  pow'er  to  say  none  were  republicans.  I men- 
tion this  fact  that  you  may'  see  that  if  we  are  not  as 
honest  and  intelligent,  we  are  at  least  as  orderly  as 
the  whigs. 

Before  we  progress  any  further,  let  us  examine 
into  the  politics  of  those  who  voted  with  us  from 
the  non-slaveholding  states.  They  were  fifty-six 
in  number,  as  before  stated,  and  strange  to  tell,  you 
will  not  find  one  single  whig  voting  with  us  of  the 
soul  h. 

Then  came  Mr.  AA’ise  with  his  resolutions,  and 
proposed  to  throw  open  the  whole  subject  again. 
In  this  he  was  joined  by  Messrs.  Adams,  Bond, 
Slade,  and  co.  My'  position  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
journal,  was  between  the  extremes.  Mr.  AArise  on 
the  one  hand,  and  Mr.  Adams  on  the  other.  Mr. 
A’/ise  had  rejected  the  offer  of  the  republicans  of 
the  north  who  had  staked  their  fortunes  as  public 
men,  with  us,  in  the  protection  of  our  property  on 
the  principles  laid  down  in  Mr.  Atherton’s  resolu- 
tions; and  I was  very  sure,  that  if  AATse’s  resolu- 
tions were  better  for  the  south  than  Mr.  Atherton’s, 
he  could  not  have  had  consistently,  the  co-operation 
of  his  "friend,”  Mr.  Adams. 

I thought  of  the  great  numerical  strength  in  the 
house  of  representatives  from  the  non-slaveholding 


states  over  the  slaveholding  states,  that  whilst  the 
south  had  only  99  members,  the  north  had  143;  and 
if  the  federal  party  in  the  north  should  succeed  in 
putting  down  the  56  republicans  who  had  nobly 
stood  by  us  in  the  assertion  of  our  right,  abolition 
oi  slavery'  or  a dissolution  of  the  union  would  be 
the  consequence.  Could  I,  then,  join  my  colleague 
in  his  rashness  against  them,  when  I believed  that 
so  long  as  a majority  of  the  house  would  rest  on  the 
principles  set  forth  in  Mr.  Atherton’s  resolutions, 
both  our  property  and  union  would  be  secure?  No, 
never.  My  constituents  would  call  it  madness  in 
the  extreme,  and  visit  on  me  their  just  displeasure. 
There  is  no  danger  in  being  “leagued”  with  such 
men  as  the  56  who  have  come  gallantly  forward  and 
resolved  to  be  governed  by  the  constitution,  and  not 
by  "fanatics.” 

And,  in  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that 
“southern  fanatics”  are  now  likely  to  do  more  in- 
jury to  our  cause  than  SOOjsuch  men  as  Garrison, 
Tappan,  Thompson,  Adams,  arid  Slade. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  E.  RIVES. 

To  II.  Haines,  esq. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  HON.  T.  J.  WORD. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

House  of  representatives,  Jan.  7.  1839. 

Gentlemen:  The  Globe  of  the  4th  instant  con- 
tains a letter  from  the  hon.  Francis  E.  Rives,  ad- 
dressed to  the  editor  of  the  Peterebugh  (Va.)  Con- 
stellation, in  which  Mr.  Rives  lias  thought  proper 
to  notice,  incidentally,  my  vote  on  the  resolutions 
offered  by  Mr.  Atherton  on  the  11th  December  last. 

After  expressing  his  approbation  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  Constellation  has  noticed  an-article  in 
the  Richmond  Whig,  Mr.  Rives  remarks,  “I  have 
thought  proper  to  give  the  following  facts.”  The 
high  characterof  Mr.  Rives  precludes  the  idea  that 
he  would  intentionally  do  injustice  to  any,  much 
less  to  myself,  with  whom  he  has  but  a passing  ac- 
quaintance. But  as  that  high  character  adds  im- 
portance to  the  statement  oi  fucts  set  forth  in  Mr. 
Rivcs’s  letter,  I conceive  that  it  becomes  my  duty, 
as  a representative  from  a slaveholding  state,  also  to 
make  a statement  of facts.  I shall  confine  my  state- 
ment to  the  facts  as  they  appear  on  the  journals  of 
the  house. 

On  the  11th  December,  Mr.  Atherton  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  to  enable  him  to  introduce 
his  resolutions.  The  rules  were  suspended,  the  re- 
solutions introduced,  and  Mr.  Atherton  addressed 
Ihe  house  in  support  and  explanatory  of  the  reso- 
lutions. On  concluding  hisremailcs,  he  moved  the 
previous  question,  which  was  seconded;  thus  cutting 
oil  all  debate,  all  amendment. 

'The  first  iesolution  declares  “that  congress  has 
no  jurisdiction  whatever  over  the  institution  of 
slavery  in  the  several  states  of  the  confederacy.” 
Nothing  is  here  said  as  !o  the  jurisdiction  of  con- 
gress over  that  institution  in  the  several  territories 
or  Ihe  District  of  Columbia. 

The  second  resolution  declares  “that  petitions  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  tile  territories  of  the  United  States,  and  against 
the  removal  of  slaves  from  one  state  to  another,  are 
a part  of  a plan  of  operalions  set  on  foot  to  affect 
the  institution  of  slaveitjfcin  the  several  slates,  and 
thusindirectly  todestroy  that  institution  w ithin  their 
limits.”  Nothing  is  here  said  against  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  territories  or  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, as  disconnected  with  the  states^  Nothing 
is  said  to  as  to  the  removal  of  slaves  from  Ihe  states 
to  the  territories  or  to  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Nothing  is  said  against  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  or  the  territories,  if  the  same  be  not  a 
part  of  a plan  of  operations  set  on  fool  to  affect 
slavery  in  the  several  states. 

The  third  resolution  declares  “that  the  agitation 
ofthe  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia or  the  territories,  as  a means  and  with  a view  of 
disturbing  or  overthrowing  that  institution  in  the 
several  states,  is  against  the  true  spirit  and  meaning 
ofthe  constitution,  an  infringement  ofthe  rights  of 
the  states  affected,  and  a breach  of  the  public  faith,” 
&c.  This  resolution  declares  nothing  against  the 
agitation  ofthe  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  oj-  the  territories,  if  it  be  not  done  "as  a 
means,”  nor  “with  ihe  vieiv”  of  disturbing  or  over- 
throwing that  institution  in  the  several  states. 

The  fourth  resolution  does  not  mention  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  by  name.  But  let  us  examine  the 
filth  and  last  resolution.  It  is  in  these  words: 

Resolved , therefore,  That  all  attempts  on  the  part  of 
congress,  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, or  the  territories,  or  to  prohibit  the  removal  of 
slaves  from  state  to  state,  or  to  discriminate  between 
one  portion  of  the  confederacy  and  another,  vtith 
the  views  aforesaid,  are  in  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, destructive  of  the  fundamental  pri  pie  on  which 
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the  union  of  these  states  rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  congress,  and  that  every  petition,  memorial,  re- 
solution, proposition,  or  paper,  touching  or  relating,  in 
any  way,  or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  slavery,  ns  afore- 
said, or  the  abolition  thereof,  shall,  on  the  presentation 
thereof,  without  any  further  action  thereon,  be  laid 
tipon  the  table,  without  being -debated,  printed,  or  re- 
ferred.’’ 

The  journals  show  (page  67)  that  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Randolph  this  resolution  was  divided,  and  the 
first  member  of  it  was  adopted  by  a vote  of  149 
yeas  to  52  nays;  and  that  neither  myself  nor  either 
of  the  three  gentlemen  whose  names  are  mentioned 
in  connexion  with  my  own  in  Mr.  Rives’s  letter, 
voted  against  the  first  member,  but  all  voted  for  it. 
A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Potts  to  lay  the  second 
member  on  the  table;  I voted  for  that  motion,  but 
it  was  rejected.  The  question  then  recurred  on  the 
adoption  of  the  second  member  of  this  resolution, 
and  1 voted  against  it,  upon  the  ground  that,  in  iny 
judgment,  that  member  of  the  resolution  admitted 
the  right  to  receive  petitions  on  the  subject  of  the 
abolition  of  slavery.  It  declares  that  they  shall  be 
laid  on  the  table.  And  how,  I would  ask,  can  the 
house  lay  them  on  the  table  without  receiving  them? 
Can  they  be  laid  on  the  table  while  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  member  presenting  them?  While  in  his 
desk,  or  pocket,  if  you  please?  Certainly  not.  To 
be  laid  on  the  table,  they  must  be  received  “by  the 
hand  of  the  house,”  and  conveyed  to  t he  table.  I 
will  never  vote  for  any  proposition  which  recog- 
nizes, covertly  or  openly,  the  right  to  receive  peti- 
tions on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District,  the 
territories,  or  the  states,  whether  it  be  with  a view 
or  used  as  a means  of  overthrowing  or  disturbing 
the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  several  states,  or 
with  a view  simply  to  distuib  or  overthrow'  that  in- 
stitution in  the  District  or  territories.  1 consider 
the  right  of  petition  as  circumscribed  by  the  right  of 
action;  and  I do  not  recognize  the  right  of  congress 
to  act  upon  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  states,  the 
territories,  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  nor  the 
right  of  any  to  petition  on  that  subject.  It  is  a mat- 
ter with  which  congress  has  nothing  to  do,  and 
which  it  ought  not  to  touch. 

The  letter  which  I have  been  considering  states 
that  the  vote  on  the  5th  resolution  “was  considered 
a test  vote;”  and  that  “those  who  were  opposed  to 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  unwilling  to  excite  the 
country  with  the  discussion  of  it,  whether  from  the 
north  or  the  south,  went  for  its  adoption.”  No 
vote  was  taken  upon  the  undivided  resolution,  and 
I voted  for  the  first  branch  when  divided.  If  the 
vote  on  both,  or  c ither,  of  the  members  of  this  reso- 
lution is  considered  by  some  as  a “test  vote,”  I have 
only  to  say  that  1 am  prepared  to  undergo  a much 
stronger  test  against  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the 
agitation  ofth.it  subject,  than  that  presented  in  Mr. 
Atherton’s  resolution.  And  if  it  is  meant,  by  the 
above  quotation,  that  all  who  voted  against  the  se- 
cond member  of  the  5th  resolution  are  in  favor  of 
abolition,  so  far  as  I am  individually  concerned,  I 
spurn  and  repel  all  such  imputation  or  inference  as 
wholly  unwarranted. 

I cannot  hail  these  resolutions  “as  a harbinger  of 
peace  and  security”  to  the  south.  They  are  silent 
as  to  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  and  the 
territories,  disconnected  with  that  subject  in  the 
states.  They  do  not  go  far  enough.  They  are 
not  as  strong  as  the  south  had  aright  to  expect,  and 
on  that  account  it  was  with  reluctance  I voted  for 
any  of  them.  If  I have  any  thing  to  regret  as  to 
my  course  on  these  resolutions,  it  is  not  that  1 voted 
against  the  last  member  of  the  last  reselution,  but 
that  I voted  for  all  but  that  member,  or  that  I voted 
at  all  on  them.  T.  J.  WORD. 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  MORRIS,  ONE  OF  THE 
SENATORS  FROM  THE  STATE  OF  OHIO. 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Morris,  in  reply  to 
one  received  by  him  from  the  gentlemen  who  com- 
posed the  committee,  we  have  been  requested  to 
publish: 

Washington,  Dec.  11,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  I received  yours  of  the  7th  this 
morning,  and  I reply  thereto  as  soon  as  possible. 
You  inform  me  that,  having  been  selected  by  the 
democratic  members  of  the  legislature  of  Ohio  as  a 
committee  to  interrogate  the  several  persons  named 
for  United  States  senator,  you  request  my  answer 
to  the  following  interrogatories: 

“1.  Are  you  in  favor  of  an  independent  treasury 
bill?” 

My  answer  is,  that  I view  the  independence  of 
the  treasury  as  essentially  necessary  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  country  itself.  I am,  therefore,  in 
favor  of  an  independent  treasury,  free  from  all  local 
and  private  influence, 

“2.  Are  you  a supporter  of  the  leading  measures 
of  the  present  administration?” 


I answer:  I shall  give  my  support  to  the  admin- 
istration, in  whatever  situation  I may  be  placed,  in 
its  opposition  to  a bank  of  the  United  States;  in  its 
views  with  regard  to  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public 
money,  and  the  disbursement  thereof;  the  rights  of 
the  states,  and  the  limitation  on  the  powers  of  con- 
gress. I say,  further,  that  1 know  of  no  recommen- 
dation made  by  the  present  incumbent  in  the  presi- 
dential chair,  of  a general  character,  in  which  1 do 
not  concur.  I am,  therefore,  in  favor  of  the  leading 
measures  of  the  present  administration. 

“3.  Are  you  for  or  against  modern  abolition?” 

I am  opposed  to  slavery  in  all  its  forms;  and 
against  its  further  extension  in  our  country;  be- 
lieving it  to  be  wrong  in  itself,  and  injurious  lo  the 
best  interest  of  our  people.  I view  it  as  the  creature 
of  state  law  only,  and  that  congress  have  no  power 
over  it,  as  it  exists  in  the  states;  neither  have  con- 
gress the  power  to  create  a system  of  slavery  where 
it  does  not  exist,  or  to  give  it  new  and  additional 
security.  I believe  that,  if  the  citizens  of  a free 
state,  when  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a slave  state, 
violate  the  slave  laws  ofsuchstate,  they  are  asjust- 
ly  punishable  for  such  acts  as  they  would  be  for  the 
violation  of  the  laws  of  such  state  in  any  other  par- 
ticular. I hold  that  the  citizens  in  each  and  every 
state,  have  an  indisputable  right  to  speak,  write,  or 
print  on  the  subject  ofslavery,  as  on  any  other  sub- 
ject; always  liable  to  the  laws  of  the  stale  where 
the  act  is  done  for  (he  abuse  of  that  liberty.  The 
right  of  petition  to  the  legislature  for  a redress  of 
grievances,  I hold  to  be  inviolate  on  all  subjects, 
and  above  the  power  of  law. 

I believe,  also,  however  much  we  feel  opposed 
to  slavery,  and  however  wicked  and  unjust  we  may 
believe  the  system,  we  are  still  under  our  govern- 
ment, bound  to  protect  the  slaveholder  in  his  slave 
property,  by  aiding  in  the  suppression  of  servile  in- 
surrection or  war.  I believe  it  to  be  the  duly  of  the 
states,  as  well  as  their  interest,  to  abolish  slavery 
where  it  exists,  but  that  no  other  state  would  be  jus- 
tifiable in  interfering  for  that  purpose.  I also  be- 
lieve the  African  race  born  in  our  country,  or  brought 
into  it  against  their  will,  ought  to  be  protected  in 
arid  enjoy  their  natural  rights;  but  I do  not  believe 
that  it  would  be  good  policy,  or  promote  the  safety 
of  the  country,  the  happiness  of  ourselves,  or  the 
negro  race,  to  permit  them  to  the  enjoy  merit  of  equal 
political  or  social  privileges.  I believe  that  the  moral 
power  of  truth  and  reason  outfit  alone  to  be  employ- 
ed in  behalf  of  the  slave;  and  that  every  citizen  has 
the  right  to  exercise  this  power,  and  which,  if  right- 
fully used,  will  be  sufficient  for  the  downfall  of 
slavery;  and  that,  in  all  our  intercourse  with  the 
colored  race,  we  ought  constantly  to  give  them  to 
understand  that  we  will  not  aid,  but  suppress,  any 
attempt  that  may  be  madte  for  their  liberation  in 
any  other  manner.  I have  thought  it  best  to  an- 
swer your  third  interrogatory  as  I have  done,  be- 
cause a direct  answer  might  be  liable  to  misconcep- 
tion or  misunderstanding.  As  to  what  modern 
abolition  is:  as  it  is  represented  by  many,  I believe 
it  entirely  wrong,  but  whether  the  representation 
be  correct  or  not,  I do  not  pretend  to  say.  My 
opinions  on  this  question  have  been  often,  both  in 
public  and  private,  heretofore  expressed;  but  I have 
answered  you  briefly,  as  it  seems  to  me  I ought,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  the  subject  was  altogether  a 
new  one.  I trust  you  will  be  able  to  fully  compre- 
hend my  views  from  what  I have  said. 

“4.  Are  you  willing  to  submit  to  the  selection 
made  by  your  political  friends?” 

I am  always  willing  to  sustain  my  political 
friends  in  I heir  selection  of  men  for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  public  measures.  Without  this  unity, 
every  measure,  however  valuable,  would  be  liable 
to  failure. 

I have  thus,  gentlemen,  answered  you  briefly 
and  in  much  haste;  and  whatever  course  you  may 
pursue,  1 hope  it  may  prove  satisfactory  to  our 
friends,  and  tend  to  promote  the  best  interest  of  our 
country. 

I am,  with  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  MORRIS. 

Messrs.  T.  J.  Buchanan,  John  Brough,  and  David 

Todd,  committee.  S;c. 


THE  ARMY— OFFICIAL. 
general  orders,  ) Adjutant  General’s  Office, 

No.  3.  j Washington,  Jan.  5,  1839. 

I.  The  regiments  employed  on  active  duty  in 
Florida,  and  those  arriving  on  the  northern  frontier, 
having  received  all  the  recruits  enlisted  since  July, 
or  that  could  be  furnished,  (the  former  839,  the  lat- 
ter 442,)  the  superintendent  will  now  take  prompt 
measures  to  despatch  to  the  southwestern  frontier, 
via  New  Orleans,  the  number  of  recruits  required 
for  the  3d  and  4th  regiments  of  infantry,  at  the  fol- 
lowing designated  posts: 


4th  regiment  of  infantry,  Fort  Gibson,  471 

CFortJcsup,  (4  comp.)  156 

3d  reg’t  of  infantry  J Fort  Towson,  (4  comp.)  210 
<"  Fort  Smith,  (2  comp.)  137 


Total,  974 

II.  “Musicians  and  artificers  will  be  assigned  to 
the  several  parties  of  recruits,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  companies  stationed  at  eacii  of  the  posts 
designated,  and  the  quality  of  the  men  in  other  res- 
pects, especially  in  reference  to  size  and  stature, 
will,  agreeably  to  usage,  be  equally  distributed,  so 
that  each  regiment  may  receive  its  due  proportion, 
of  recruits  of  like  qualify.” 

III.  Commandeis  of  regiments  will,  fiom  time  to 
time,  make  their  requisitions' on  the  general  super- 
intendent lor  drummers  and  filers,  who  will  furnish 
them  accordingly,  having  due  regard  lo  the  wants  of 
each  regiment  respectively;  and  in  order  to  supply, 
at  the  earliest  day  practicable,  ihe  full  complement 
of  musicians  required  for  each  company,  the  super- 
intendent is  authorized  to  increase  the  number  of 
boys  enlisted  for  the  purpose  of  learning  music  at 
the  principal  depot. 

IV.  The  recruits  enlisted  at  New  Orleans  for  the 
3d  and  4th  regiments  of  infantry  will  be  sent  to  re- 
gimental headquarters  (foils  Jesup  and  Gibson) 
without  delay:  and  the'  necessary  measures  will  be 
taken  by  the  recruiting  officers,  under  direction  of 
their  respective  colonels,  agreeably  to  regulations. 
Brevet  major  Lear,  of  the  4th  infantry,  now  at  Baton 
Rouge,  will  conduct  the  first  detachment  intended 
for  his  regiment;  Tor  which  service  he  will  repair  to 
New  Orleans  without  delay. 

V.  The  men  required  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  regi- 
ments serving  on  the  northern  frontiers,  must  now, 
lor  the  most  part,  be  recruited  under  the  orders  of 
the  several  commanding  officers;  for  which  purpose 
they  are  authorized  to  increase  their  interior  stations 
to  three.  It  is  expected  that  the  recruiting  service 
by  posts  along  the  frontier  will  be  pushed  by  each 
recruiting  officer,  and  that  all  commanders  will  exert 
themselves  to  advance  the  service  agreeably  to  regu- 
lations. In  selecting  regimental  recruiting  stations, 
care  must  be  taken  not  to  interfere  with  places  and 
sections  of  country  occupied  for  ihe  general  service, 
nor  establish  any  which  may  be  too  distant  from  the 
headquarters  of  the  regiment. 

VI.  One  officer  of  the  1st,  one  of  the  2d  artillery', 
and  one  of  the  8th  infant:-}-,  will  be  detached  lor 
temporary  service  in  command  of  recruits,  with 
orders  from  his  colonel  to  report,  in  person,  to  lieut. 
col.  Clark,  the  general  superintendent,  at  New  York. 

By  order  of  major  general  Macomb: 

R.  JONES,  adjt.  gen. 


GENERAL  J HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  ARMY, 

orders,  > Adjutant  general’s  office, 

No.  59.  3 Washington,  Dec.  24,  1S38. 

I-  A military  board  will  assemble  at  the  office  of 
the  general-in  chief  on  Wednesday  the  26th  instant, 
at  11  o’clock,  to  consider  the  claim,  and  express  its 
opinion  thereon,  of  the  assistant  quartermasters  to 
precedence  of  rank  as  captains  by  commission  in 
the  quartermaster’s  department,  conferred  by  the 
president,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate,  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  July  5,  “ to 
increase  the  present  military  establishment  of  the 
United  States;”  and  also  to  consider  and  express  its 
opinion  on  such  other  matters  touching  the  subject 
of  dates  of  commission  as  may  be  laid  before  it. 

II.  The  secretary  of  war  directs  that  the  board  be 
composed  of  the  following  officers: 

Major  general  Macomb,  coinmanding-in-chief, 
Bvt.  brigadier  general  Fenwick,  of  the  artillery, 
Colonel  Croghan,*  Insp.  general, 

Colonel  Totten,  Corps  of  Engrs. 

Lieut,  col.  Clarke,  8th  infantry, 

Major  Garland,  1st  infantry, 

Bvt.  major  Erving,  41b  artillery. 

By  order  of  major  general  Macomb: 

R.  J ONES,  adjt.  gen. 


* Relieved. 


GENERAL  ) HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  ARMY, 

orders,  > Adjutar.\.generul’s  office. 

No.  69.  3 Washington,  Dec.  27,  1 838. 

The  general-in-chief  calls  the  attention  of  the 
several  commanding  officers  of  posts  and  .stations 
to  that  part  of  the  general  regulations  for  Ihe  army, 
contained  in  article  19,  paragraph  2 thereof,  pre- 
scribing the  “duties  of  commanding  officers  of 
posts  and  stations,”  and  directs  a compliance  with 
Ihe  same  as  early  as  practicable.  The  topographi- 
cal sketches  referred  to  are  deemed  highly  impor- 
tant, and  are  frequently  called  for  by  (he  secreta- 
ry of  war,  who  wishes  to  be  informed  upon  every 
subject  connected  with  the  condition  of  the  fron- 
tiers; but,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  those  officers 
who  have  not  complied  with  the  regulations  point- 
ing out_  their  duties  as  commanders  of  posts,  the 
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general-in-chief  has  not  been  able  to  satisfy  the 
demands  of  the  war  department  in  reference  to  the 
topography  of  the  country  surrounding  the  poses  on 
the  frontiers. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb, 

Major  general  coinmanding-in-chief: 

ED.  SCHRIVER,  ass’t  adj’l  gen. 

general  orders,  ) Adjutant  general' s office , 

No.  1.  5 Washington,  Jan.  1,  1839. 

First  lieut.  M.  S.  Miller,  of  the  3d  regiment  of 
artillery,  is  hereby  appointed  an  aide-de-camp  to 
the  major  general  commanding-in-chief,  vice  first 
lieut.  John  N.  Macomb,  appointed  first  lieutenant 
of  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers.  Lieut. 
Macomb  will  report  to  the  colonel  of  topographical 
engineers,  for  orders. 

By  order  of  major  general  Macomb: 

R.  JONES,  adj’t  gen. 

general  orders,  ) Adjutant  general’s  office. 

No.  2.  5 Washington,  Jan.  2,  1839. 

1.  Brevet  major  Belknap,  3d  infantry,  is  assign- 
ed to  the  superintendence  of  the  opening,  &c.  of 
the  military  road  between  the  Arkansas  and  Red 
rivers,  and  will  report  to  the  quartermaster  general 
for  instructions. 

2.  The  commanding  officers  of  Forts  Gibson, 
Smith  and  Towson,  will  furnish,  on  the  requisi- 
tions of  major  Belknap,  such  details  from  their 
respective  infantry  commands,  as  can  be  spared 
without  serious  injury  to  the  service,  to  be  employ- 
ed on  the  above  duty. 

By  order  of  major  general  Macomb: 

R.  JONES,  Adj’t.  gen. 


OCCL'PATION  OF  FLORIDA. 

The  following  bill  has  been  reported  to  the  senate 
by  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  and  is  now 
pending  in  that  body.  It  was  accompanied  by  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Lawson,  surveyor  general,  which 
we  subjoin: 

A bill  to  provide  for  the  armed  occupation  and  set- 
tlement of  that  part  of  Florida  which  is  now  over- 
run and  infested  by  marauding  bands  of  hostile 
Indians. 

Be  it  enacted.,  be.  That  there  shall  be  granted  to 
the  first  white  settlers  not  exceeding  ten  thousand 
men,  able  to  bear  arms,  who  shall  settle  in  such 
parts  of  Florida,  east  of  the  Suwannee  and  south  of 
Cape  Sable,  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  a bounty  of  three  hundred  and 
twrenty  acres  of  land  each,  upon  the  following  con- 
ditions: 

First.  The  settlements  to  be  in  stations  desig- 
nated by  the  commander  of  the  United  States  troops 
in  Florida,  according  to  a general  plan  to  be  ap- 
proved by  the  president;  not  less  than  forty  nor  more 
than  one  hundred  settlers  to  be  at  each  station,  nor 
the  stations  to  be  nearer  than  ten  miles  to  each 
other;  each  settler  to  provide  himself  with  arms  for 
his  defence,  and  implements  of  husbandry  to  culti- 
vate the  ground  for  his  support,  and  to  remain  at  his 
station  until  the  Indians  are  removed,  without  being 
absent  therefrom,  except  temporarily,  lor  necessary 
supplies,  or  lor  objects  connected  with  the  subsist- 
ence, security,  anri  defence  of  the  station;  and  no 
settler  shall  absent  himself  from  the  district  in 
which  he  may  settle,  as  hereinafter  defil  ed,  with- 
out leave  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  United 
States  troops  within  the  district. 

Second.  Each  settler  to  engage  in  the  cultivation 
of  grain  and  vegetables  for  his  own  support,  or  for 
sale  to  others,  for  which  purpose  the  public  land 
about  the  station  may  be  freely  used. 

Third.  Each  station  to  be  protected  by  block- 
houses and  stockades,  to  be  put  up  by  the  settlers, 
with  the  aid  of  the  United  States  troops. 

Fourth.  Special  military  protection  shall  be  given 
to  each  company  of  settlers  while  putting  up  their 
blockhouses,  and  a general  protection  will  be  after- 
wards given  by  the  miliary  force  kept  in  the  coun- 
try. 

Fifth.  The  officer  of  the  United  States  troops 
present  at  the  establishment  of  the  station  shall  re- 
port the  names  of  the  settlers  to  the  commander  of 
the  troops,  who  shall  report  them  to  the  secretary  of 
war,  with  the  day  on  which  the  settler  arrived;  a 
copy  of  which  shall  be  evidence  of  the  settlement. 
New  settlers  arriving  after  the  establishment  ot  the 
station,  will  report  in  person  to  the  nearest  United 
States  officer  immediately.  The  names  of  all  the 
settlers  shall  be  recorded  in  duplicate  books,  one 
book  lor  the  settlers  in  each  district,  as  hereinafter 
laid  off,  and  a copy  thereof  to  be  kept  at  the  prin- 
cipal military  station  in  each  district. 

Sixth.  Rations  of  bread,  meat,  and  salt  shall  be 
allowed  to  the  settlers  south  of  the  latitude  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Wythlacoochee  for  one  year,  to  be  de- 
livered at  the  nearest  depot  on  navigable  water. 
Seventh.  Ammunition  to  he  furnished  to  the  set- 


tlers south  of  the  latitude  of  the  mouth  of  the  Wyfh- 
lacoochee,  to  be  applied  for  at  the  nearest  military 
post. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  at  the  re- 
turn of  peace  and  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  each 
settler  who  shall  have  complied  with  these  condi- 
tions, or  his  widow  and  heiis  at  law,  in  the  event 
of  his  death,  shall  be  entitled  to  a bounty  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  selected 
from  any  of  the  public  lands  in  the  district  in  which 
he  settled,  in  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  or  east  of  the 
Suwannee  river  or  adjacent  keys  and  islands;  the 
said  selection  to  be  made  by  the  settler  according  to 
priority  of  settlement,  so  that  first  settlers  shall  have 
first  choices;  but  when  two  or  more  settlers  in  the 
same  district  shall  have  settled  on  the  same  day, 
prioiily  of  choice  between  them  shall  be  decided  by 
lot. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted , That  the  presi- 
dent shall  cause  frequent  inspections  to  be  made  of 
the  settlers  at  the  stations  by  any  officer  of  the  line 
or  staff,  to  verify  the  presence  of  the  settlers  and 
their  compliance  with  the  conditions  of  this  act,  and 
the  actual  condition  of  their  arms  and  ammunition. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  as  soon 
as  the  surveys  can  be  safely  commenced,  all  the 
public  lands  east  of  the  Suwannee,  and  also  in  the 
peninsula  of  Florida  and  in  the  neighboring  keys 
and  islands,  fit  lor  cultivation,  shall  be  surveyed; 
and  land  offices  shall  be  opened  for  receiving,  in  ad- 
dition to  their  other  duties,  the  entries  of  the  set- 
tlers who  can  prove  a compliance  with  the  condi- 
tions mentioned  in  this  act;  and,  to  aid  such  proof, 
copies  of  the  book  containing  the  names  of  the  set- 
tlers shall  be  deposited  in  such  offices. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  one  land 
office  shall  be  opened  in  the  district  of  country  north 
of  the  latitude  of  the  mouth  of  the  Wythlacoochee; 
another  in  the  district  south  of  that  line,  and  north 
of  a line  drawn  across  the  peninsula  from  the  south- 
ern extremity  of  Tampa  Bay;  and  a third  in  the 
district  south  of  that  line,  and  including  the  remain- 
der of  the  peninsula;  and  the  settlers  within  these 
respective  districts  shall  each  be  confined  to  his 
own  district  in  selecting  and  entering  his  bounty 
land. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  bounty 
lands  hereby  granted  shall  be  free  of  taxes,  and  un- 
alienable, even  by  judicial  sale,  until  the  patent 
issues,  and  also  for  one  year  thereafter;  the  said 
patent  shall  issue  to  the'origirial  settler,  if  alive,  and 
it  dead,  it  shall  then  issue  to  his  heirs  at  law  and 
widow,  if  he  has  left  a widow,  to  be  held  and  di- 
vided by  them  according  to  the  laws  of  Florida;  and 
every  alienation  of  any  such  bounty  land,  even  by 
judicial  process,  made  before  the  issuance  of  the 
patent,  or  within  one  year  thereafter,  shall  be  null 
and  void;  and  the  intrusive  possessor,  by  virtue  of 
any  pretended  sale,  lease,  devise,  gilt,  or  transfer, 
contrary  to  this  act,  may  be  turned  out  of  possession 
at  any  time  by  an  action  of  ejectment  in  the  name 
of  the  original  settler  or  of  his  widow  and  heirs  at 
law,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  or  in  the  name  of 
any  subsequent  purchaser,  after  the  said  land  be- 
comes legally  alienable;  and  full  damages  shall  be 
recovered  in  the  same  suit  against  the  intrusive  pos- 
sessor as  a trespasser  and  disseizor. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  privi- 
lege of  settling  under  this  act  shall  cease  at  any 
time  that  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall 
declare,  by  proclamation,  that  the  objects  of  this 
act  have  been  accomplished  and  fulfilled;  and  any 
settler  failing  to  comply  with  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions of  this  act  shall  forfeit  all  rights  arising  under 
the  same. 

Surgeon  general’s  office,  December  30,  1838. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  28th  instant,  on 
the  subject  of  an  armed  occupation  and  settlement 
of  that  part  of  Florida  now7  overrun  by  the  Indians, 
I have  had  the  honor  to  receive. 

In  reply  to  your  several  interrogatories,  “how 
far  it  is  possible  to  find  land  fit  for  cultivation  for 
those  settlers,  especially  towards  the  extremity  of 
the  peninsula?  whether  healthy  positions  can  be 
had  for  stations;  and  what  are  the  facilities  of  rais- 
ing grain  and  vegetables,  and  of  getting  fish  and 
game  for  the  support  of  the  settlers?”  I beg  leave 
to  present  to  you  the  following  statement,  as  the 
result  of  rny  knowledge  and  experience,  in  relation 
to  the  matters  submitted  to  my  considefation. 

There  is  an  extensive  range  of  country  and  of  very 
good  land  between  the  cove  of  the  Withlacoochee 
and  Silver  Spring  branch,  at  the  head  of  naviga- 
tion, on  the  Ochlawaha,  and  there  are  many  good 
tracts  between  those  two  rivers,  extending  to  the 
Indian  settlement  called  filaklikaha,  where  there 
is  another  body  of  good  land. 

This  section  of  country  is  capable  of  supporting 
several  thousand  inhabitants;  there  is  a plenty  of 
game  in  it,  and  the  rivers  and  lakes  in  the  vicinity 


afford  fish  in  abundance,  and,  withal,  it  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  water  communication  by  the  Witldacoo- 
chee  with  the  Gulf of  Mexico,  and  through  the  Ockla- 
waha  and  the  St.  Johns  river  with  the  Atlantic.  In 
addition  to  these  considerations,  there  are  several 
healthy  points  in  the  country,  particularly  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  King;  and  here  a large  settle- 
ment should  be  made,  as  it  will  be  the  barrier  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  the  white  settlements,  and 
constitute  the  base  of  operations. 

There  are  some  good  lands  on  Talakchopto,  both 
near  the  head  of  the  river  where  it  is  called  Pease 
creek,  and  on  the  lower  banks  near  the  head  of 
Charlotte’s  harbor. 

There  are  three  or  four  good  tracts  on  or  near  the 
banks  of  the  Coloosa-Hatchee,  particularly  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  Thompson,  at  the  great  crossing  of 
the  river.  Fish  and  game  abound,  I believe,  in 
this  region.  I am  not  so  satisfied  as  to  the  healthful- 
ness of  this  section  of  the  country;  but  it  should  be 
occupied  at  all  risks,  as  it  is  on  the  line  of  the  near- 
est practicable  route  between  the  Gulf  and  the  At- 
lantic side  of  the  peninsula. 

A few  good  tracts  can  be.  gotten  on  the  shores, 
and  on  the  islands  within  Marcus  sound,  near  Cape 
Roman. 

There  is  a beautiful  tract  of  land  on  Pavilion 
river,  ten  or  twelve  leagues  southeast  of  Cape  Ro- 
man, and  some  parcels  of  good  land  may  be  found 
on  the  banks  of  the  Shark  river,  and  on  the  shores 
of  Lake  Manitou,  ten  leagues  still  farther  east. 

At  Cape  Sable  there  is  a beautiful  spot  for  a 
military  post  and  depot  for  a colony,  which  should 
be  established  on  a prairie,  running  east  and  by 
north  from  that  cape  along  the  coast  towards  Cape 
Florida.  This  prairie  runs  immediately  on  the  sea- 
shore for  thirty-five  miles,  then  turns  a little  north 
and  to  the  interior  of  the  country,  extending  per- 
haps twenty  ortbirty  miles  more  in  length.  It  ap- 
pears to  be  an  inclined  plain,  falling  imperceptibly 
from  the  seashore  to  the  everglades,  a distance  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  miles,  to  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try. From  what  I saw  of  the  products  of  the  land 
on  the  cape  and  the  islands  in  the  vicinity,  I am 
induced  to  believe  that  the  soil  of  this  prairie  will 
produce  in  great  perfection  grain  and  vegetables  of 
every  kind,  with  sugar  cane,  cotton,  fee.  Through 
the  prairie  there  are  numerous  clumps  and  groves 
of  trees,  which  will  afford  both  fuel  and  building 
timber  for  the  settlers.  The  keys  and  sand  bars 
in  front  of  the  cape  make  an  excellent  harbor  for 
steamboats  and  sail  vessels  drawing  from  six  to 
ten  feet  water.  The  waters  along  this  coast  are 
full  of  turtle  and  fish  of  every  kind,  and  the  prairie 
and  woods  around  abound  in  game. 

The  immediate  site  of  Cape  Sable  is  evidently 
healthy,  as  are  almost  all  situations  directly  on  the 
seaboard;  and  I have  no  doubt  that  healthy  posi- 
tions can  be  gotten  on  the  prairie,  as  the  climate  is 
delightful  even  in  the  summer  season,  *from  the 
prevalence  of  the  sea  breeze,  or  trade  winds. 

There  are  also  good  tracts  of  land  on  New  river, 
and  a great  body  of  it  on  Indian  river,  both  on  the 
Atlantic  side  of  the  peninsula;  and  near  this  last 
river,  on  St.  Lucie’s  sound,  another  settlement 
should  be  made.  This  section  of  country,  being 
within  the  influence  of  the  sea  atmosphere,  should 
be  healthy;  fish  abound  in  the  rivers  and  sounds 
about,  and  game  perhaps  is  plenty  in  the  country. 

The  settlement  ornthe  Gulf  side  at  Cape  Sable, 
and  on  the  Atlantic  side  near  Indian  river,  with 
the  present  military  post  at  Tampa  Bay,  a small 
post  at  Punta  Rossa,  a blockhouse  at  or  near  Cape 
Florida,  and  anotherat  Jupiter  inlet,  with  the  oc- 
casional assistance  of  a revenue  cutter,  will  com- 
mand the  wdiole  coast,  and  cut  off  the  intercourse 
between  the  Indians  and  Spanish  fishermen,  and 
boatmen  from  the  British  isles;  while  the  two  set- 
tlements more  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  with 
a military  establishment  somewhere  on  the  middle 
ground  between  the  Coloosa  Hatchee  and  Indian 
river  settlements,  will  be  in  position  to  control  the 
Indians. 

I have,  like  yourself,  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians  can  be  ter- 
minated in  a shorter  time,  and  at  less  cost,  by  an 
armed  occupation  of  the  country,  than  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  a regular  mode  of  warfare.  Our  ar- 
mies have  been  for  years  engaged  in  hunting  up, 
pursuing,  and  killing  a few  Indians  in  each  cam- 
paign; and,  judging  from  the  success  we  have  al- 
ready bad,  it  will  take  five  or  ten  years  longer  to 
kill  off  those  that  still  remain,  and  seem  determin- 
ed to  remain,  in  the  country.  The  establishment 
of  military  colonies,  on  the  other  hand,  will 
change  the  system  of  warfare.  Instead  of  the 
white  men  fighting  the  Indians  in  their  natural 
fortresses,  the  Indians  will  have  to  come  out  and 
attack  the  whites  within  their  lines  of  defence,  and 
where  the  skill  and  intelligence  of  the  civilized 
man  can  have  its  influence.  We  shall  act  on  the 
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defensive;  and  experience  teaches  us  that  we  are 
better  at  repelling  an  invasion  than  in  making  aeon- 
quest.  The  Indians  will  certainly  attack  our  set- 
tlements, and  in  each  conflict,  and  in  each  succeed- 
ing year,  will  lose  more  men  than  have  fallen  be- 
fore our  heavy  columns  marching  through  the 
country. 

This  is  the  way  that  the  western  country  was 
won  lroin  the  savages  of  that  region.  The  pioneers 
to  the  west  pitched  their  camps  and  built  their 
blockhouses  through  the  country,  and  then  fought 
a little  and  worked  a little,  until  the  Indians,  find- 
ing that  they  could  not  dislodge  the  white  men, 
ulled  up  stakes  themselves,  and  retired  beyond  the 
lississippi. 

And  so  will  the  Seminole  Indians  act,  for  they 
cannot  abide  in  the  same  country  with  the  white 
man.  As  soon  as  they  find  that  the  white  men  have 
set  themselves  down  near  their  favorite  haunts,  and 
are  determined  to  hold  on  to  the  country  through 
summer  and  through  winter,  and  for  ever,  they 
will,  after  repeated  unsuccessful  elForts  to  destroy 
or  drive  olf  the  settlers,  in  submission  to  their  des- 
tiny, surrender  to  the  white  man,  and  ask  to  be 
removed  to  the  west. 

The  proposed  system  of  operations  will  have  the 
advantage,  too,  of  settling  the  country  while  the  1 
war  progresses;  and  by  the  time  that  the  Indians 
have  retired  from  the  country  it  will  be  under  cul- 
tivation, and  in  a state  to  admit  at  once  of  a great 
influx  of  population.  Whereas,  under  the  present 
order  of  things,  the  immediate  theatre  of  action 
will  be  rendered  still  more  desolate  as  the  w;ar  con- 
tinues; and  the  adjacent  districts  being  also  drained 
of  their  resources,  the  country  will  not  be  in  a con- 
dition to  receive  a body  of  emigrants  for  twelve  or 
eighteen  months  after  the  Indians  have  been  cut 
off,  or  have  been  removed  to  their  new  country  be- 
yond the  Mississippi. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obd’t  servant, 

TH.  LAWSON,  surgeon  general. 
The  hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton, 

United  Stales  senator,  Washington.  , 


CONGRESSIONAL. 

The  following  resolutions,  in  addition  to  those  in- 
serted in  the  last  “Register,”  were  submitted  to 
the  house  on  Monday  the  31st  ult. 

Mr.  Bond  ottered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  ihe  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  communicate  to  this  house  a copy  of  a circular  is- 
sued by  the  comptroller,  in  the  year  1821,  and  which  is 
referred  to  by  the  said  secretary  in  his  report  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  S ates,  dated  6th  November,  1833, 
in  relation  to  the  default  of  Samuel  Svvartwout,  late  col- 
lector of  the  customs  of  the  port  of  New  York,  being  the 
same  circular  which,  in  said  report,  is  alleged  to  have 
“tended  to  remove  a check  on  the  collector.”  And,  also, 
to  inform  this  house  whether  the  bonds  set  forth  in  docu- 
ment No.  10,  appended  to  said  report,  were  included  in 
any  return,  bond  account,  or  other  account  of  said  late 
collector,  communicated  by  him  to  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, and,  if  so  included,  at  what  time  such  returns  or 
accounts  were  communicated  to  said  department.  And, 
also,  whether  three  certain  treasury  warrants,  amount- 
ing in  the  aggregate  to  thirty-nine  thousand  two  hundred 
and  forty  dollars  and  five  cents,  received  by  said  late 
collect. r,  dur  ng  the  years  1834  and  1335,  mentioned  in 
paper  No.  15,  annexed  to  said  report,  appear  in  any 
quarterly  or  other  account  or  return  rendered  by  said 
collector  to  said  department,  and,  if  so,  to  communicate 
a copy  of  such  return  or  account  to  this  house. 

Mr.  B.  asked  that  the  resolution  be  considered  at 
this  time;  and,  objections  having  been  made,  mo- 
ved a suspension  of  the  rule,  but  the  motion  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Miss.,  ofFered  the  following  reso- 
lutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  power  of  designating  the  time, 
place,  and  manner,  of  elections  for  representatives,  is  ex- 
pressly given,  by  the  federal  constitution,  to  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  states,  respectively,  subject  to  no  supervision 
or  control,  except  by  law  of  congress  only;  and  that,  in 
the  exercise  of  this  power,  the  state  legislatures  may  con- 
stitutionally fix  the  time  of  election  subsequent  to  the  ex- 
piration of  the  congress  preceding  that  for  which  such 
election  is  to  be  holden. 

2.  Resolved,  That  neither  the  federal  nor  state  ex- 
ecutive can  constitutionally  anticipate,  supersede,  or 
change,  the  times  of  election  us  fixed  by  the  state  legis- 
latures. 

3.  Resolved,  That  this  house  has  not  the  constitu- 
tional power,  either  legislative  or  judicial,  by  its  own  ac- 
tion alone,  to  annul,  suspend,  or  impede,  the  operation 
of  an  act  of  a state  legislature  fixing  the  time,  place,  and 
manner  of  election  for  representatives. 

4.  Resolved,  That  no  resoluiion  or  action  of  this 
house  can  deprive  the  people  of  any  state  of  their  con- 
stitutional rig 't  of  electing  representatives  to  congress  at 
the  time  designated  for  that  purpose  by  the  legislature  of 
such  state;  that  the  claim  of  such  power,  on  the  part  of 
this  house,  would  be  a dangerous  encroachment  upon 
the  rights  of  the  states,  and  its  exercise  a direct  and  pal- 
pable violation  of  the  constitution. 


5.  Resolved,  That  the  constitutional  jurisdiction  of  this 
house  over  the  subject  of  representation  is  a limited  one, 
embracing  the  questions  of  election,  qualification,  and 
return,  only;  and  that,  in  judging  of  election,  this  house 
is  bound  to  judge  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  the 
state  legislature  regulating  the  time,  place,  and  manner 
thereof. 

6.  Resolved,  That,  in  accordance  with  a constitu- 
tional act  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Mississippi, 
prescribing  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  election  for 
representatives  to  congress,  and  in  compliance  with  all 
the  provisions  of  said  act,  an  election  was  holden  in  No- 
vember, 1837,  for  two  representatives  from  said  state  to 
the  25th  congress,  at  which  election  S.  S.  Prentiss  and 
Thomas. I.  Word  were  duly  elected,  possessed  the  con- 
stitutional qualifications,  and  were  duly  and  legally  re- 
turned. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  this  house,  adopt- 
ed on  the  5th  day  of  February  last,  denying  to  said  Pren- 
tiss and  Word  seats  in  this  house  as  members  thereof, 
was  a dangerous  attack  upon  the  elective  franchise,  in 
derogation  of  the  rights  of  the  state  of  Mississippi,  in 
violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  a 
mischievous  example  to  future  times. 

8.  Resolved,  therefore.  That  said  resolution  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

Mr.  Haynes  said  there  were  many  important 
questions  in  these  resolutions  which  required  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  S'.  Williams  inquired  of  the  chair  whether 
the  mere  fact  of  a single  member  rising  in  his  seat, 
and  stating  that  there  were  matters  in  the  resolu- 
tions which  required  consideration,  would  subject 
those  resolutions  to  be  laid  over  under  the  words  of 
the  rule,  which  speak  of  resolutions  “giving  rise  to 
debate.”  Mr.  Haynes  said  it  was  obvious  that  such 
resolutions  could  not  pass  without  debate.  The 
Speaker  said  that,  under  the  rule,  the  resolutions 
would  lie  over.  Mr.  Prenliss  said  he  was  desirous 
to  have  the  resolutions  considered  soon,  as  his  own 
position  was  somewhat  peculiar.  He  must,  there- 
fore, move  to  suspend  the  rule,  for  the  purpose,  at 
least,  of  fixing  a day  certain  for  their  considera- 
tion. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative:  ayes  59,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Lyon  rose  and  said  he  asked  the  permission 
of  the  house  to  present  a letter  received  by  him 
from  a soldier  of  the  revolution,  who  resided  in  his 
district,  (Samuel  Earle,)  enclosing  $157  in  conti- 
nental money.  The  writer  stated  in  his  letter  that 
he  had  served  as  a regular  soldier  during  the  war  of 
Ihe  revolution,  and  had  received  for  his  services,  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  only  $200  in  continental  mo- 
ney, a part  of  which  he  enclosed.  He  stated,  fur- 
ther, that  he  was  in  indigent  circumstances;  was 
upon  the  pension  list  at  the  rate  of  $S0  a year,  but 
that  this  sum  was  not  sufficient  for  his  support,  and 
that  he  had  received  no  bounty  land. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  was  charged  by  Ibis  old  soldier  to 
present  the  money  enclosed  to  congress,  accompa- 
nied by  his  respects,  and  with  a request  that  the 
amount,  with  interest,  might  be  paid  to  him. 

He  presented  the  letter,  together  with  the  money, 
and  ottered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  communication  from  Samuel 
Earle,  a soldier  of  ihe  revolution,  enclosing  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  in  continental  mo- 
ney, be  referred  to  (he  committee  on  revolutionary 
claims,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  nature  and 
extent  of  his  claim,  and  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing his  rate  of  pension. 

The  following  resolutions  were  handed  to  the  re- 
porter: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tillinghast, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  and  so  regulating  postages  on  letters  and 
papers  carried  by  mail  as  to  make  the  same  payable  in 
money  of  the  United  States,  dispensing  with  fractional 
parts  of  cents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Plarper, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
number  of  land  offices  in  the  state  of  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Joseph  L.  Williams, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
holding  of  a special  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  district  of  East  Tennessee,  at  Knox- 
ville, on  the  third  Monday  of  April  next,  by  the  district 
judge  of  said  district,  at,  which  term  to  hear  and  try  all 
issues  and  matters  cognizable  at  the  regular  term  of  said 
court;  and  that  said  committee  inquire,  also,  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  authorizing  the  judges  of  the  circuit  courts 
of  the  United  States  to  direct  said  courts  to  be  adjourn- 
ed over  to  some  future  day,  designated  in  a written  order 
to  the  clerk  of  either  of  said  courts,  in  case  of  the  preva- 
lence of  a dangerous  and  general  disease  at  the  place 
where  said  court  is  usually  holden;  and  that  the  ad- 
journment over,  by  the  clerk,  in  the  absence  of  tjie 
judges,  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  the 
judges  had  been  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
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post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  so  changing  or  modifying  the  law  with  relation  to 
postage,  that  all  public  newspapers  shall  be  carried  in 
the  mail  free  of  all  charge  within  the  limits  ol  the  coun- 
ties where  they  are  respectively  printed  and  published. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Slone, 

Resolved,  That  that  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  pay  of  the  volunteers  or  draughted  militiamen, 
who  are  now,  or  who  may  hereafter,  be  called  into  the 
service  of  tfje  United  Siates.  Also,  those  who  are  or 
may  have  been  employed  by  the  general  government  for 
the  purpose  of  removing  the  Clierokees  out  of  die  states 
of  Georgia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Alabama, 
and  settling  them  west  of  the  Mississippi,  as  well  as 
those  volunteers  who  have  just  returned  iiume  from  the 
Florida  war.  Also,  to  provide  by  law  for  the  payment 
of  all  horses  and  their  equipage  at  their  first  valuation, 
which  have  either  been  turned  over  to  the  quartermas- 
ter’s department  by  order  of  general  Jesup,  or  which 
have  been  lost  by  dead),  or  become  until  for  use  on  ac- 
count of  the  government  having  failed  to  furnish  forage 
sufficient  to  sustain  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harlan, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a 
bill  to  abolish  postage  on  newspapers  and  periodi- 
cal publications. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Massachusetts, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  in  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
law  in  relation  to  the  pay  of  jurors  attending  upon  the 
courts  of  the  U.  Slates. 

Which  resolution,  together  with  a communication 
from  the  marshal  of  the  U.  States  for  the  district  of 
Massachusetts  and  of  the  jurors  attending  in  the 
circuit  court  in  said  district,  was  referred  to  said 
coinmitttee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foster, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  house  the  amount  of  money 
due  to  the  government  from  the  late  deposite  banks,  on 
account  of  the  public  moneys  on  deposite  with  them  at 
tlie  time  of  their  late  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
specifying  the  name  and  place  of  business  of  each  bank, 
the  amount  due  from  each,  and  how  secured,  and  when 
(by  the  terms  of  any  agreement)  payments  are  to  be 
made  to  the  government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Childs, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  regulating  the  postage  on  letters,  so  as  to  conform 
the  same  to  the  rates  recommended  to  the  last  congress 
by  the  postmaster  general. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Yorke, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  i nquir  ■ into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  erection  ot  a breakwater  on  Crow 
Shoals,  at  Cape  May  Roads,  in  the  Delaware  bay. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKennan, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  guard  fences  on  t.ie 
Cumberland  road  east  of  the  Ohio,  and  for  refunding 
io  the  commissioners  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Virginia,  the  sums  advanced  out  of  the  tolls  received 
for  the  completion  of  toll-houses  and  toll-gates  on  the 
said  road;  and  also  for  widening  the  said  road  at  ‘‘Down- 
ward Spring,”  on  the  western  side  of  Laurel  Hill,  in 
Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania;  and  that  house  docu- 
ment No.  134,  2d  session  25th  congress,  be  referred  to 
the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wagener, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ot  repealing  so 
much  of  an  act  approved  March  2,  1838,  “to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates of  the  army  and  marine  corps  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  prevent  desertion,’’  which  revives  the  punish- 
ment of  stripes  and  lashes  for  that  offence,  and  the 
rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  which  authorize  the  infliction  of  cor- 
poral punishment  by  stripes  or  lashes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morgan, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary  pen- 
sions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
extending  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress  enti- 
tled “an'act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution,” 
passed  .tune  7,  1832,  as  to  provide  for  the  term  of  five 
years  only  a pension  for  all  such  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Unite J States  and  militia  of  the  states  as  were  en- 
gaged in  the  Indian  wars,  between  the  years  1733  and 
die  treaty  of  Grenville  with  the  Indians,  in  the  year 
1795. 

On  motion  of  Garland,  of  Virginia, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inqui  re  '-into  the  expediency  of  constructing 
steam  ships  for  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Graham, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ot  authorizing 
the  militia  to  be  called  into  the  public  service  for  a 
longer  term  than  three  months;  and  that  they  extend 
the  term  of  service  to  twelve  months,  if  they  shall  he  so 
long  required. 

Resolved,  further.  That  said  committee  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  pay  of  militia  soldiers 
to  eight  dollars  per  month. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Legare, 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs,  to 
which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Charleston 
chamber  of  commerce  in  relation  to  nautical  schools,  be 
requested  to  take  the  subject  into  consideration,  and 
report  thereon  in  the  course  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Pickens  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  16th  joint  rule  shall  not  be  repeal- 
ed at  any  period  of  the  session,  except  by  the  vote  of 
two-thirds  of  this  house. 

Mr.  Southgate  submitted  the  following  joint  re- 
solution, which  was  read,  aud  laid  upon  the  table: 
Resolved,  tyc.  (two  thirds  of  each  house  concurring 
therein,)  That  the  following  amendment  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  be  submitted  to  legislatures 
of  the  several  slates,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  legisla- 
tures of  three  fourths  of  the  states,  shall  form  a -part  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  wit: 

That  if-any  officer  of  the  United  States  shall  embez- 
zle, or  in  any  way  convert  to  his  own  use,  the  money  of 
the  United  States  confided  to  his  care,  he  shall,  on  con- 
viction thereof  before  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  verdict  of  a jury  and  the  judgment  of  the 
court,  be  declared  thereafter  incapable  of  holding  any 
office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  the  United  States, 
or  of  exercising  the  right  of  suffrage. 

Mr.  Underwood  submitted  .the  "following  joint  re- 
solution, which  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table: 
Resolved,  fyc.  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  open  a correspondence  with  the  go- 
vernment of  the  confederacy  of  Central  America  on 
the  subject  of  connecting  the  commerce  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  with  that  of  the  Pacific  ocean  by  means  of  a 
railroad  or  a canal,  or  both,  and  the  propriety  of  au- 
thorizing the  construction  of  a railroad  or  canal  by  the 
united  capital  of  the  citizens  of  the  two  countries. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  enter 
into  treaty  stipulations  with  said  government,  providing 
sui  abie  guaranties  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of 
our  citizens  who  may  invest  capital  in  the  construction 
of  such  railroad  or  canal. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  depute 
some  one  or  more  officers  of  the  engineer  corps  to 
survey  any  route  or  routes  for  a railroad  or  canal  con- 
necting the  Gulf  and  Pacific  -.provided,  said  government 
consent  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Campbell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  satisfying 
the  bounty  land  warrants  of  soldiers  of  the  late  war, 
either  in  scrip,  or  by  laying  off  a district  of  the  public 
lands  for  the  location  of  such  warrants. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Campbell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a law  for  the 
payment  of  the  start  of  the  governor  of  the  state  of 
Tennessee,  while  engaged  in  mustering  and  organizing 
into  regiments  the  Tennessee  volunteers  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  summer  of  the  year 
1S33,  for  the  Cherokee  country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shields, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  be 
it  structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  changing 
the  law  relative  to  issuing,  examining  and  signing  land 
patents;  and  whether  the  duties  now  performed  by  the 
s gner  of  patents  may  not  be  properly  assigned  to  the 
commissioner  of  the  general  land  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abridging  its  onerous 
duties  by  reviving  such  sections  of  the  act  passed  the 
9;h  day  of  April,  1816,  entitled  “an  act  to  authorize 
payment  Or  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  du 
ring  the  iast  war”  as  may  be  deemed  proper,  and  to 
embrace  horses  lost  and  private  property  consumed  by 
mounted  rangers  and  militia  and  volunteers,  in  the  au- 
thorized campaigns  of  1811,  previous  to  the  formal  de- 
claration of  war,  in  1812:  also,  into  theexpediency  of  au- 
thorizing and  granting  to  the  officers  and  privates  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  as  rangers,  volunteers,  and 
militia,  for  six  months  altogether,  from  and  after  the 
date  of  the  order  given  to  the  army  to  embody  and 
march  to  Tippecanoe,  in  1811,  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
scrip  sufficient  to  enter  a tract  of  public  land,  each  ap- 
portioned according  to  rank. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jlllen,  of  Ohio, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  commencement  of  a breakwater 
at  the  harbor  of  Cleveland  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  on  the 
plan  suggested  in  the  report  of  capt.  Henry  Smith,  on 
the  files  of  the  war  department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Corwin, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  house  what 
quantity  of  land,  if  any,  is  due  to  the  several  townships 
in  the  state  of  Ohio,  within  the  territory  purchased  by 
the  United  States  of  the  Indian  tribes  since  March  3, 
1803;  and  what  further  legislation,  if  any,  is  necessary 
to  enable  said  townships  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the 
grant  of  said  lands,  as  provided  in  the  act  of  congress, 
approved  March  3,  1803.,' entitled  “an  act  in  addition 
to,  and  in' modification  of,  the  propositions  contained  in 
the  act  entitled  ‘an  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  east- 
ern division  of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
to  form  a constitution  and  state  government,  and  for 
the  admission  ot  such  state  into  the  union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  states,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses.’ ” 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamer, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  thejudiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  salary  of  the  judge  of  the  disti  ict  of  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  report  to  this 
house  the  progress  made  in  the  construction  of  Fort 
Livingston,  at  Grande  Terre,  Louisiana;  the  sum  ex- 
pended on  the  said  work;  the  amount  yet  applicable  to 
the  objec.t,  and,  also,  the  causes  which  retarded  the 
completion  of  the  said  fortification. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing 
the  fees  allowed  by  law  to  the  clerks,  marshals,  arid 
district  attorneys  ot  the  United  States  courts  for  the 
state  of  Louisiana,  so  as  to  correspond  with  the  fees 
allowed  in  the  slate  courts  of  said  state  for  similar  ser- 
vices. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  private  land  claims 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding by  law  tor  the  adjustment  of  all  unsettled  laud 
claims  in  Louisiana,  particularly  the  claims  of  the 
baron  Bastrop,  the  marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  Elisha 
Winters,  and  others,  Davenport  Bar  and  others,  the 
claims  derived  from  the  Spanish  govemnient  in  that 
part  of  Louisiana  east  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  island 
of  Orleans  called  Florida,  whilst  said  government  was 
in  actual  possession  of  said  territory,  and  all  other 
claims  that  have  been  presented  to  the  proper  officers, 
and  by  them  recommended  for  confirmation,  or  which 
have  not  been  acted  on  by  said  officers  since  the  dale; 
and  that  all  the  documents  on  file  relating  thereto  be 
referred  to  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  issue  of  land  scrip  for  the  satisfaction  of 
such  warrants  for  bounty  lands  as  have  issued  or  may 
hereafter  issue  for  revolutionary  x>r  other  military  ser- 
vices. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Word, 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  on  the  public 
lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ot  so 
amending  the  laws  relating  to  the  disposition  of  said 
lands  as  to  restrict  the  sales  of  the  same  to  bona  fide 
settlers  thereon,  and  also  to  limit  the  purchase  by  the 
same  individuals  to  one  section  of  land  at  most,  and 
that  said  committee  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office,  and 
pos;-roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  authorizing,  under  suitable  regulations,  postmasters 
to  receive,  in  addition  to  the  postage  now  payable,  such 
amount  of  letters  carried  by  mail  destined  to  be  sent 
abroad,  as  may  be  required  to  be  paid  to  packets  or 
steam  ships  for  their  transportation  to  foreign  porls,  and 
such  amount  also  as  may  be  required  to  be  paid  for 
their  transmission  in  foreign  countries;  which  additional 
amount  shall  be  paid  by  the  p slmaster  of  the  port  from 
which  such  packets  or  ships  may  sail  to  the  agents  or 
persons  by  whom  such  letters  may  be  forwarded. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Underwood,  on  the  3d  inst. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  house,  as  speedily  as  practicable, 
all  the  facts  touching  the  defalcation  of  gen.  Charles 
Gratiot,  late  chief  engineer,  showing  the  time  when  he 
was  first  a defaulter,  and  for  what  sum,  what  orders 
were  given  stopping  his  pay  in  consequence  of  his  de- 
fault, aud  what  orders  were  given  him  directing  the 
settlement  of  his  accounts,  and  when,  together  with  all 
correspondence  on  the  files  or  books  of  his  office  rela- 
tive to  said  Gratiol’s  defalcation. 

And  that  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to  com- 
municate to  this  house,  as  soon  as  convenient,  all  facts 
and  correspondence  relative  to  the  defalcation  of  any 
and  every  civil  or  military  disbursing  agent  or  officer 
now  in  service,  either  in  the  staff  or  fine,  subject  to  the 
orders  of  the  war  department,  who  has  failed,  within 
the  last  two  years,  for  a longer  period  than  two  months, 
to  settle  his  accounts  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law, 
or  who,  upon  settlement,  has  been  found  in  arrears  to 
the  government,  and  has  failed  to  pay  over  the  balance 
against  him  when  demanded. 

On  Friday,  the  4th  instant,  Mr.  Taliaferro,  tram 
the  committee  on  revolutionary  claims,  reported  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions: 

Whereas  the  continental  congress  of  the  then  con- 
federacy of  the  United  States  did,  by  a resolution,  un- 
der date  of  the  30th  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
1780,  recommend  to  the  several  states  of  the  confed- 
eracy of  the  Federal  union  having  claims  to  western 
lands,  a liberal  surrender  thereof,  as  a common  fund, 
in  aid  of  establishing  the  public  credit,  and  to  discharge 
the  debt  incurred  by  the  then  existing  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain: 

And  whereas  the  state  of  Virginia,  responding  to  the 
said  recommendation  of  congress,  did,  on  the  2d  day 
of  January,  by  an  act  of  her  legislative  assembly,  adopt 
and  submit  to  congress,  for  their  consideration  and 
acceptance,  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  that 
state  would  surrender  to  the  United  States,  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  all  the  lands  within  the  chartered  boun- 
daries of  Virginia,  north  and  west  of  the  river  Ohio: 

And  whereas  congress,  having  the  said  terms  and 
conditions  of  cession  proposed  by  the  state  of  Virginia 
under  consideration,  resolved,  on  the  — day  of  Sep- 


tember, 1783,  to  accept  the  same,  with  the  exception 
only  of  a stipulation  in  said  terms  of  cession,  requir- 
ing the  United  Slates  to  guaraniy  to  Virginia  the  resi- 
due of  her  western  territory  lying  south  and  east  ot  the 
river  Ohio: 

And  whereas  the  state  of  Virginia,  assenting  to  the 
proposed  exclusion  from  her  terms  of  cession,  did,  by 
an  act  of  her  legislative  assembly,  authorize  her  then 
delegates  in  congress  to  execute  the  contemplated  deed 
of  cession;  whereupon,  and  in  virtue  of  the  full  powers 
vested  in  ihent,  the  said  delegates,  then  present,  did, 
on  the  first  day  of  March,  1734,  execute  a conveyance 
to  the  United  Stales  for  all  the  lands  to  which  Virginia 
had  claim  north. and  west  of  the  river  Ohio,  according 
to  the  original  terms  and  condilions  proposed  by  Vir- 
ginia to  congress  for  the  cession  thereof,  with  the  ex- 
ception only  of  the  guaranty  aforesaid,  proposed  by 
congress  to  be  excluded  therefrom,  and  assented  to  Ly 
Virginia,  as  aforesaid: 

Arid  whereas  the  original  terms  and  conditions  pro- 
posed by  Virginia,  and  assented  to  by  congress,  for  the 
cession  of  that  state  of  all  her  lands  north  and  west  of 
the  river  Ohio,  imposed  the  following  obligations  on 
congress: 

First.  That  provided  the  state  of  Virginia  had  not  re- 
served a sufficient  quantity  of  good  land  on  the  south- 
east side  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  satisfy  the  land  bounty 
promised  bv  Virginia  to  her  officers  and  soldiers  who 
served  in  the  continental  line  of  the  army,  and  who 
served  in  her  own  slate  establishment,  that  congress 
should  make  up  such  deficiency  out  of  good  lands 
lying  between  the  Scioto  and  Miami  rivers. 

Secondly.  The  aforesaid  terms  and  conditions  of 
cession  provide,  and  it  is  also  expressed  in  the  deed, 
“ That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  hereby  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  and  not  reserved  or  appropriaied 
to  any  of  the  before  mentioned  purposes,- or  disposed  of 
in  bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  American 
army,  shall  be  considered  a common  fund  for  the  sole 
use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  have 
become,  or  shall  become,  members  of  the  confederation 
or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  stales,  Virginia  inclusive, 
according  to  their  respective  proportions  of  the  general 
charge  and  expenditure;  aud  shall  be  fuithjully  and 
bona [fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other 
use  or  purpose  whatever.” 

Resolved,  That  the  select  commiliee  to  whom  that 
part  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  re- 
lation to  the  public  lands  was  referred,  be  instructed  to 
inquire  and  report,  firs't,  whether  the  conveyance  of  the 
lands  above  referred  to  by  Virginia  to  the  United  Stales 
is  not  a conveyance  in  trust  for  the  specific  objects  ex- 
pressly enumerated  in  the  deed  of  cession. 

Secondly.  Whether  those  objecis  have  been  satisfi- 
ed, and  especially  whether  congress,  out  of  the  ceded 
territory,  has  made  provision  for  the  deficit  o i good  land 
on  the  southeast  side  of  the  Ohio  river,  to  satisfy  the  land 
bounty  promised  by  the  slate  ol  Virginia  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  ihe  Virginia  line  on  continental  establish- 
ment, and  on  her  own  state  establishment;  if  not,  what 
provision  ought,  to  be  promptly  made  for  that  purpose. 

Thirdly.  'What  quantity  of  the  ceded  territory  has 
been,  or ’the  proceeds  theieof,  devoted  and  applied  to-, 
wards  thfe  specific  objects  enumerated  in  the  deed  of 
cession;  and  what  quantity  of  the  said  territory  has  been 
devoted  to  uses  ana  purposes  not  comprehended  in  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  cession.  Finally,  if  it  shall  ap- 
pear that  there  will  be  a surplus  of  land  in  ihe  ceded 
territory-,  beyond  what  is  required  lo  satisfy  the  objects 
and  purposes  specially  enumerated  in  the  original  terms 
and  conditions  in  pursuance  of  which. the  deed  of  ces- 
sion was  executed,  whether  congress  is  not  bound  by 
the  manifest  intention  of  that  deed,  to  provide  for  a 
prompt  and  “bona  fide’’  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  remaining  lands,  including  the  value  ot  so  much 
of  those  land's,  if  any,  as  may  have  been  devoted 
to  purposes  not  warranted  by  the  deed,  amongst  the 
stales  of  the  Union,  according  to  the  ratio  of  distribution 
specified  in  the  deed  of  cession,  for  the  sole  use  and  be- 
nefit of  ihe  said  states.  And  that  the  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Which,  having  been  read,  were  referred  to  the 
select  committee  on  the  public  lands,  and  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  Friday  the  4th  instant. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  on  the  petition  ot  Elizabeth  S. 
Bell,  referred  to  him  on  the  lltli  May  last. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  state,  stating 
that  no  report  has  been  received,  at  the  department 
of  stale,  from  the  commissioners  appointed  to  sur- 
vey and  run  the  boundary  between  the  state  of 
Missouri  and  the  territory  of  Iowa,  called  for  by 
the  house  on  the  31st  December  tilt. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  state,  trans- 
mitting a list  of  names  of  the  persons  employed^as 
clerks  in  the  department  of  state,  in  the  year  1838, 
with  the  compensation  of  each. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
transmitting  a report  from  the  comptroller  ol  the 
treasury,  in  answer  to  a call  of  the  house  of  the 
31st  December  u It.  for  information  in  relation  to 
the  circular  of  the  comptroller  issued  in  the  year 
1821,  and  in  relation  to  certain  bonds  and  warrants 
referred  to  in  the  documents  accompanying  the 
president’s  message  in  relation  to  the  default  of 
Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  New  York. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

THIRD  SESSION. 

[Select  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  char- 
ges exhibited  against  P.  K.  Lawrence,  judge  of  the 
United  States  district  court  of  the  state  of  Louisiana. 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Pope,  Mr.  Whittle- 
sey, Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Owens, 
Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Mass.,  Mr.  Dromgoole.'] 

SENATE. 

January  5.  The  Vice  President  communicated 
to  the  senate  a letter  from  the  state  department, 
showing  the  number  of  clerks  and  the  amount  of 
their  salaries  and  duties  for  the  past  year. 

Also,  from  the  same  department,  in  compliance 
with  a resolution  of  March  last,  calling  for  the 
number  of  suits  in  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States. 

Also,  from  the  treasury  department,  in  obedience 
to  a resolution  of  the  31st  ultimo,  calling  for  corres- 
pondence between  the  treasury  department  and  the 
banks  of  North  America  and  of  New  York  in  179S. 

Also,  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  20th 
ult.  showing  plats  of  the  land  through  which  the 
Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany  railroad  passes. 

Also,  from  the  same  department,  statements 
showing  tlie  condition  of  the  incorporated  banks  of 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  next  presented, 
among  which  was  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Mouton:  From  the  citizens  of  New  Or- 
leans, asking  congress  to  make  grants  of  land  for 
the  purpose  of  the  speedy  completion  of  the  Mount 
Carmel  and  New  Albany  railroad. 

Mr.  Linn  introduced  a bill  authorizing  the  por- 
tage land  company  to  enter  certain  lands  at  govern- 
ment prices  adjacent  to  Wisconsin  and  Fox  rivers, 
in  the  territory  of  Wisconsin. 

Mi.  Walker  gave  notice  that  he  should  to-mor- 
row ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  transfer  to  the 
state  of  Maryland  the  stock  held  by  the  govern- 
ment in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company. 

Resolutions  were  introduced  by  Mr.  Denton  and 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Maine,  in  relation  to  inquiry  into 
private  claims. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Angel  and  other 
heirs  at  law  of  Benjamin  King,  deceased,  was  con- 
sidered in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  report  from  the  committee  on  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  senate,  appropriating  seats  in  the 
gallery  for  certain  reporters,  was  taken  Up,  when  a 
debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Knight,  Preston, 
King,  Buchanan,  and  Niles  took  part.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Niles,  the  report  was  indefinitely  postponed, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Ala.,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Mouton,  Nicho- 
las. Niles,  Pierce,  Roane,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Strange, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Williams,  of  Me-,  Williams,  of  Mi. 
Wright— 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Norvell, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Robinson,.  Smith, 
of  la.  Swift — 17. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Knight 
said  that  this  memorial  was  presented  to  the  senate 
by  several  gentlemen,  who  state  that  they  are 
reporters  of  the  proceedings  of  congress,  and  pray 
that  they  may  have  some  place  assigned  them 
in  the  gallery,  or  any  other  convenient  place. 
This  memorial  (said  Mr.  K.)  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  senate.  The  committee  supposed 
that  the  object  referred  to  them  was,  to  select  a con- 
venient and  proper  place  for  these  reporters.  They 
have  done  so,  and  have  reported  that  the  front  seat 
in  the  east  gallery,  on  the  right  of  the  president’s 
chair,  is  a place  suitable  for  them;  and  they  have 
also  reported  the  resolution  now  under  considera- 
tion, assigning  it  to  their  use.  The  committee  do 
not  propose  to  assign  to  these  reporters  the  whole  of 
the  front  seat,  as  is  supposed  by  some  senators; 
neither  does  the  resolution  direct  that  the  piesent 
reporters  who  are  accommodated  on  the  floor  of  the 
senate  shall  be  removed  to  the  gallery.  No,  sir, 
they  will  remain  where  they  are.  It  permits  these 
petitioners  to  have  a place  on  a part  of  the  front 
seat  of  the  gallery  for  their  use.  The  committee 
did  not  consider  these  memorialists  as  slanderers 
and  venal  fetter  writers,  as  stated  by  the  senator 
from  Connecticut,  but  viewed  them  in  the  character 
of  reporters. 

It  is  for  the  senate  to  decide  whether  we  shall  be 
shut  up  in  this  room,  and  transact  the  business  of 
the  nation,  or  whether  we  shall  let  our  doings  be 
known  to  the  world  through  the  instrumentality  of 
reporters. 

My  intention,  Mr.  President,  is  only  to  vindicate 
the  committee,  not  to  follow  the  wide  range  taken 
in  this  debate,  but  to  consider  the  resolution  before 
the  senate,  and  whether  these  reporters  shall  have 


a place  assigned  to  them  or  not.  These  memorial- 
ists are  represented  in  their  memorial  as  reporters  of 
the  proceedings  of  congress;  they  have  signed  their 
names  to  the  memorial,  and  have  given  the  names  of 
the  public  papers  they  report  lor;  they  are  papers  at 
a distance  From  this  place. 

It  is  not  presumed  that  these  persons  will  give 
long  and  detailed  reports  of  the  debates  of  senators, 
but  they  will  give  a synopsis  of  the  transactions  ol 
the  senate  in  a manner  as  acceptable  to  the  putlic  as 
the  reports  of  whole  speeches;  they  will  give  the 
substance,  and  save  the  time  of  reading  column  af- 
ter column  of  a newspaper  to  find  it.  They  will  no 
doubt  report  facts  as  truly  as  the  present  reporters. 
Although  they  may  give  only  a synopsis,  yet  it  will 
contain  much  of  the  doings  of  the  senate,  and  in  a 
inode  similar  to  a New  York  correspondent  of  the 
National  Intelligencer.  We  all  see  in  a small  cor- 
ner of  that  paper,  in  a condensed  form,  much  of  the 
information  we  should  get  by  reading  a yard  square 
newspaper;  all  the  principal  events  are  related  that 
occur;  amt  these  reports  will  be  similar,  and  will 
be  diffused  sooner  than  the  ordinary  reports  publish- 
ed here.  If  these  reporters  have  places  assigned 
them,  they  will  feel  their  responsibility,  and  they 
will  not  be  those  vile  slanderers  and  venal  letter 
writers  that  gentlemen  suppose,  nor  were  they  so 
considered  by  the  committee. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  taken 
up,  viz.  the  resolution  calling  on  the  president  to 
furnish  any  information  in  relation  to  any  corres- 
pondence between  the  secretary  of  war  and  officers 
or  agents  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  when 
Mi'.  Niles  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Rives’s  speech  of 
yesterday,  and  addressed  the  senate  till  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  then  moved  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  this  business  till  Tues- 
day next,  that  the  bill  for  the  graduation  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  might  be  taken  up  on  Monday;  which  mo- 
tion was  carried,  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  7.  The  Vice  President  communicated 
to  the  senate  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  4th  inst., 
calling  for  information  in  relation  to  the  modes  of 
collecting  and  disbursing  public  money  in  foreign 
countries. 

Also,  from  the  secretary  of  war  in  relation  to  the 
present  condition  of  the  Memphis  road. 

Mr.  White  communicated  to  the  senate  informa- 
tion addressed  to  him  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  Indian  affairs,  stating  the  necessity  of  an  addi- 
tional number  of  clerks.  Also,  in  relation  to  offi- 
cers disbursing  public  money,  and  devising  a plan 
relative  to  disbursing  agents.  Also,  asking  an  ap- 
propriation for  transmitting  vaccine  matter  to  cer- 
tain Choctaws,  Chickasaws,  and  other  Indians. 

A number  of  memorials  from  individuals  praying 
for  relief,  were  presented  and  referred. 

Mr.  Tipton,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals1, introduced  a bill  granting  to  the  state  of  In- 
diana a certain  quantity  of  land,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a road  from  New  Albany,  in  Indiana,  to 
Mount  Carmel,  in  the  state  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Walker,  agreeably  to  notice,  submitted  a bill 
to  authorize  the  transfer , on  certain  conditions,  to 
the  state  of  Maryland,  of  the  stock  held  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal. 

Mr.  V/.,  on  asking  leave  to  introduce  this  bill, 
said  that  on  the  9th  of  April  last,  the  senate,  on  Lis 
motion,  had  adopted  a resolution  calling  upon  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  for  information  as  to  the 
dividends  received,  and  present  market  value  of  the 
stock  held  by  the  United  States  in  various  canal 
companies.  To  this  call  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury had  responded  in  a statement,  showing  that 
the  government  never  had  received  any  dividend 
from  its  stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal 
company;  that  the  stock  is  much  below  par,  and 
that  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  can  bo  converted  into 
money  at  any  price.  Mr.  W.  said,  as  this  stock 
was  yielding  nothing  to  the  government,  and  could 
not  be  sold  for  mone'y,  he  was  willing  to  transfer  it 
for  a reasonable  equivalent  to  the  state  of  Mary  land. 
This  equivalent  was,  that  the  state  of  Maryland 
should  cause,  within  a specified  period,  this  canal 
to  be  completed  to  the  Ohio  river,  and  that,  when 
completed,  the  canal,  throughout  its  entire  distance, 
should  be  forever  free  for  the  transportation  of  any 
property,  troops,  or  seamen,  ot  the  United  States, 
without  the  payment  of  any  toll  or  charge  what- 
ever. This  bill  then  involved  the  exercise  of  no 
doubtful  or  disputed  constitutional  power,  but  sim- 
ply provided  for  the  sale,  for  a reasonable  equivalent, 
of  this  stock  to  the  state  of  Maryland. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  bo  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the 
state  of  Michigan  one  hundred  thousand  acres  for  ( lie 
purpose  of  making  a canal  around  the  falls  of  Sr.  Marie, 
to  connect  the  navigation  of  lake  Huron  with  lake  Su- 
perior. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Mien, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia inquire  whether  the  hanks  of  this  District  have 
conformed  with  the  law  of  congress,  passed  31sl  May, 
1838,  and  especially  whether  they  have  ever,  in  any  man- 
ner, evaded  or  attempted  to  evade  ihe  conditions  of  said 
law  by  using  the  notes  or  hills  of  corpora  lions  or  compa- 
nies of  a less  denoininalion  than  that  which  they  are  al- 
lowed to  use  of  their  own  notes. 

The  bill  from  tile  house  of  representatives  for  the 
relief  of  Pamela  Brown,  widow  of  the  late  general 
Brown,  was  read  and  referred. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Angel  and  the  heirs 
at  law  of  Benjamin  King,  deceased,  was  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence  of 
a treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Choctaw 
Indians,  was  considered  in  committee  of  (lie  whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  to  establish  a criminal  court  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  was  taken  up,  and,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Roane,  was  passed  by  for  the  present,  in 
order  that  certain  amendments  might  be  introduced 
which  were  not  yet  printed. 

Also,  the  bill  lor  the  relief  of  James  IJ.  Clarke  was 
postponed  to  take  up  the  special  order  of  the  day. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
reduce  ami  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 
The  question  being  on  the  amendment  reported  by 
the  committee  on  the  public  lands,  in  pursuance  of 
their  instructions,  restricting  tire  benefits  of  the  bill 
to  actual  settlers  on  the  lands  purchased  at  reduced 
prices  under  the  bill — 

Mr,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  (from  the  commit- 
tee) to  amend  this  amendment  by  a proviso  to  allow 
residents  in  the  new  states  to  purchase  lands  adja- 
cent to  their  farms  at  the  induced  prices  under  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  having  explained  and  ad- 
vocated this  amendment  to  the  amendment, 

A debate  followed  on  the  merits  of  the  amend- 
ments and  the  bill,  in  which  Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Walker,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  and  Roane,  parti- 
cipated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  (without  any  vote,) 
The  senate  adjourned. 

January  8.  The  Vice  President  communicated  to 
the  senate  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  11th  May 
last,  containing  a statement  of  the  value  of  imports, 
and  the  amount  of  duties  which  had  accrued  there- 
on, since  the  10th  May,  1838,  to  the  10th  May, 
1838. 

Also,  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  12th 
May  last,  asking  whether  certain  exiled  Poles  had 
complied  with  the  conditions  of  their  grant,  &c. 
containing  a report  from  the  general  land  office. 

Also,  from  the  war  department,  in  obedience  to 
a resolution  of  the  2d  instant,  asking  information  in 
relation  to  the  accounts  of  certain  Alabama  volun- 
teers who  lost  their  horses  in  the  war  with  the  Se- 
minole Indians. 

A number  of  memorials  were  presented,  and  re- 
ferred, which  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 

Several  committees  made  reports  upon  petitions 
from  individuals,  and  the  following  bills  were  read 
a third  time  and  passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief of  Thomas  Blanchard.  The 
bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkansas, 
who  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence  of  a 
treaty  with  the  Choctaw’s.  The  bill  lor  the  support 
of  the  penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
The  bills  to  establish  a criminal  court  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  the  bill  for  tile  relipf  of  James 
H.  Clarke  were  passed  over  informally.  The  bill 
further  to  regulate  the  transportation  of  the  mail  by 
railroads  was  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fora  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  the 
public  lands  was  then  taken  up,  when  Mr.  Critten- 
den addressed  the  senate,  and  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Young,  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ky.  and 
others. 

Mr.  Merrick  moved  that  the  senate  adjourn,  but 
withdrew  it  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Allen,  on 
whose  motion  the  senate  went  into  executive  ses- 
sion. When  the  doors  were  reopened,  a short  dis- 
cussion ensued  on  the  printing  of  a certain  docu- 
ment from  the  land  office,  in  relation  to  the  public, 
lands,  between  Messrs.  Walker  and  Merrick;  when, 
the  senate  a’djourned. 

January  9.  Mr.  Prentiss  presented  resolutions 
of  the  state  of  Vermont,  instructing  the  senators 
and  requesting  the  representatives  to  use  their  in- 
fluence in  their  respective  houses  to  carry  into  effect 
the  same,  viz.  To  prevent  the  annexation  of  Texas, 
and  to  procure  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave 
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trade  between  tlie  several  states  and  territories;  and 
also  declaring  that  the  adoption  by  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives oi' the  resolution  of  the  21st  December 
last  was  a daring  infringement  of  the  rights  of  the 
people  to  petition,  and  a flagrant  violation  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  protesting,  in 
the  name  of  the  people  of  Vermont,  against  the 
passage  of  the  same,  or  any  similar  proposition. 

The  question  of  receiving  these  resolutions  hav- 
ing been  raised,  Mr.  Bayard  moved  to  lay  that  ques- 
tion on  the  table.  Mr.  Prentiss  said  these  resolu- 
tions were  from  the  legislature  of  Vermont,  and 
came  in  the  form  of  instructions  to  the  Vermont 
delegation.  He  desired  that  they  might  be  read, 
that  the  senate  might  more  fully  judge  of  their 
character.  Mr.  Bayard  said,  as  this  matter  was 
from  a sovereign  state,  he  withdrew  the  motion  to 
iay  the  question  of  their  reception  on  the  table. 
The  resolutions  having  been  read,  Mr.  Prentiss 
moved  that  the  resolutions  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed.  At  the  call  of  Mr.  Foster,  this  motion 
having  been  divided,  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Prentiss  said  he  had  made  the  motion  to 
print  these  resolutions,  because  he  supposed  it 
would  be  an  act  of  proper  courtesy  to  the  legisla- 
ture from  whom  they  came.  They  were  resolutions 
of  instruction  from  the  state  of  Vermont,  and  Mr. 
P.  knew  that  it  was  usual  to  print  resolutions  coin- 
ing from  a sovereign  state.  When  he  presented 
the  resolution's,  he  had  not  the  slightest  idea  that 
any  serious  objections  would  be  made  to  them,  or 
that  they  would  excite  any  debate;  and  he  would 
say  to  gentlemen  of  tRe  south  that  the  course  which 
they  were  pursuing  was  precisely  the  couise  to  in- 
crease the  number  and  augment  the  strength  of 
abolitionists;  and  he  thought  it,  in  other  respects, 
both  impolitic  and  injurious,  as  well  as  wrong  and 
unreasonable  in  itself.  J’he  virtual  rejection  of  pe- 
titions here  was  rcgariftd  as  an  infraction  of  the 
right  of  petition.  Thisideaofan  encroachment  on 
the  right  of  petition  had  been  connected  with  the 
great  subject  of  abolition,  and  had  communicated  to 
it  a power  not  properly  its  own;  so  that  those  who 
were  opposed  to  extreme  and  premature  measures, 
and  wished  to  prevent  useless  excitement  and  agita- 
tion, found  themselves  powerless  in  consequence  of 
this  connexion;  and  if  this  course  were  persevered 
in,  they  would  be  obliged  to  give  way  entirely. 
Mr.  P.  trusted  these  resolutions  would  be  printed, 
as  an  act  of  common  courtesy;  and  he  called  lor 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question,  which  were  or- 
dered accordingly. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  said  he  confessed  that  he  was  amazed 
to  see  the  senator  fromVermonturgingthecour.se 
which  he  did,  and  that  there  should  be  any  gentle- 
man who  could  not  see  that  this  question  was  daily 
alienating  one  portion  of  the  Union  from  the  other, 
and  that,  if  this  should  go  on,  the  best  hopes  of  man- 
kind, involved  in  the  experiment  of  ibis  great  repub- 
lic, must  soon  be  blasted.  He  was  astonished,  also, 
that  the  senator  should  conceive  that  the  best  mode 
for  southern  gentlemen  was  to  let  the  abolitionists 
come  here  and  agitate.  They  told  the  south  that 
they  had  no  right  to  their  estates,  or  a very  important 
portion  of  them,  that  they  held  them  without  law, 
and  that  they  (the  abolitionists)  had  a right  to  come 
here,  and,  day  after  day,  week  after  week,  and  year 
after  year,  question  the  title  of  the  south  to  their  pro- 
perty, and  calumniate  their  character.  And  now  the 
senator  urged  that  it  was  the.  best  way  to  let  them 
go  on  in  this  work  of  mischiet  1 The  senator’s  view 
on  this  subject  was  one  of  the  most  striking  facts  to 
illustrate  the  truth  that,  when  a popular  excitement 
was  got  up,  the  strongest  minds  gave  way.  The  only- 
way  °was  to  put  a stop  to  the  whole. 

Mr.  Prentiss  said  he  simply  asked  that  these  reso- 
lutions might  be  printed,  as  a mark  ot  the  same  coui- 
tesy  which  it  had  been  usual  to  show  to  the  states  of 
this  Union.  He  did  not  intend  to  enter  into  any  ar- 
gument on  the  question  ol  abolition,  Neithei  he  nor 
any  other  senator  trom  the  north  had,  on  any  occa- 
sion, been  found  to  agitate  that  question.  The  fault, 
if  it  was  one,  lay  in  another  quarter.  He  wished 
merely  to  discharge  an  obvious  duly.  It  he  found 
it  certain  that  he  could  not  carry  out  his  own  opin- 
ions on  the  subject  of  slavery,  which  he  trusted  were 
well  known,  he  thought  it  best  to  make  no  attempt  to 
carry  them  out  until  a more  favorable  time  snould 
occur.  But  these  were  resolutions  from  his  own  con- 
stituent legislature,  which  were  passed  in  conse- 
quence of  petitions  urging  their  passage.  They 
were  sent  here  as  resolutions  ot  instruction,  and,  so 
far  as  concerned  him,  he  wished  to  discharge  the  duty 
they  imposed  upon  him. 

Mr.  King  said  he  found  no  fault  with  the  senator 
from  Vermont  tor  presenting  these  resolutions  from 
the  state  which  he  represented.  Mr.  K.  waived, 
therefore,  the  question  on  their  reception,  because 
they  were  from  a sovereign  state.  Whether  that 
state  were  acting  right  in  this  case,  Mr.  K.  would 


not  now  inquire.  But,  in  regard  to  these  particu- 
lar resolutions,  the  honorable  senator  who  presented 
them  knew  full  well  that  if  Congress,  by  any  pos- 
sibility, could  be  induced  to  act  upon  them,  at  that 
moment  this  union  would  be  at  an  end.  Mr.  K., 
in  that  case,  would  at  once  return  to  his  constitu- 
ents and  tell  them  that  the  constitution  had  been 
violated  in  a vital  point;  and,  believing  all  this 
conscientiously,  Mr.  K.  would  not  lend  himself  to 
any  proposition  trom  the  senator  to  circulate  such 
a document.  What  did  the  gentleman  ask?  The 
resolutions  had  been  received  and  laid  on  the  table 
on  his  own  motion.  And  what  was  now  the  object 
in  printing  them?  Could  if  be  any  other,  or  could 
it  have  any  other  effect,  than  to  encourage  the  peti- 
tioners to  continue  to  interfere  with  a matter  which 
did  not  belong  to  them?  Mr.  K.  trusted  that  this 
was  not  the  senator’s  object,  he  felt  for  that  gen- 
tleman great  respect,  and  had  ever  done  so.  But 
he  was  sorry  that  he  was  not  satisfied  with  having 
these  resolutions  received  and  laid  on  the  table. 
He  thanked  gentlemen  for  calling  the  south  to  their 
duty  on  this  subject,  and  Mr.  K.  trusted  they  would 
discharge  their  own  duty  tc;  their  country  and  to  its 
citizens.  Mr.  K.  hoped  that  there  would  not  be 
agitation  here,  which  had  taken  place  elsewhere, 
in  a manner  disgraceful  to  some  concerned.  Mr. 
K.  would  unhesitatingly  vote  against  the  printing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lumpkin,  accompanied  by  a 
few  remarks,  the  motion  to  print  was  laid  on  the 
table  by  the  following  vote: 

Y EAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchan- 
an, Calhoun,  play,  of  Alabama,  Crittenden,  Foster, 
Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Merrick, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Southard,  Tipton, 
White,  Williams,  of  Mi.,  Wright,  Young — 29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Morris, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Smith,  of  Ind.,  Swift — 8. 

The  Vice  President  communicated  to  the  Senate 
a letter  from  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  information,  in  obedience  to  a resolu- 
tion of  the  20th  ultimo,  relating  to  the  instructions 
which  had  been  issued  from  Washington  city  by 
heads  of  departments,  as  to  the  kind  of  money  or 
notes  which  might  be  paid  out  by  the  government 
since  14th  April,  1836;  also,  in  relation  to  the  ex- 
aminations of  inventions  to  prevent  the  explosion 
of  steam-boilers. 

Also,  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  state- 
ments showing  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  state 
department,  and  the  amount  of  their  salaries  for 
the  year  1838. 

The  following,  among  other  memor  ials  and  peti- 
tions, were  presented  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  Clay:  From  certain  officers  of  the  line  of 
the  army,  asking  to  have  their  pay  made  equal  to 
that  of  the  staff. 

By  Mr.  Rives:  From  clerks  in  the  fourth  auditor’s 
office,  asking  an  increase  of  compensation. 

Mr.  Rives,  from  tire  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  the  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
marine  corps. 

Mr.  Roane,  from  the  committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  reported  with  an  amendment,  the  bill  to 
extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  corporation  of  Wash- 
ington over  the  Potomac  bridge. 

Also,  with  an  amendment,  an  act  giving  the  as- 
sent of  congress  to  the  act  incorporating  the  Fal- 
mouth and  Alexandria  railroad  company. 

Also,  without  amendment,  the  bill  concerning 
the  estates  of  idiots  or  lunatics  and  infants  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Also,  an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial  of  the 
authorities  of  Georgetown,  asking  an  extension  of 
the  time  allowed  them  to  redeem  the  small  notes 
circulated  by  them. 

Mr.  Benton  said  it  would  be  recollected  that  a 
report  had  been  made  some  time  since  in  relation  to 
certain  claims  against  the  government  for  property 
destroyed  in  Florida  by  the  Seminole  Indians. 
Since  that  time  he  had  received  additional  evidence 
in  relation  to  the  claims  of  general  Hernandez, 
which  he  moved  to  refer  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

On  this  motion  a long  debate  ensued  on  the  mer- 
its of  other  claims  of  a like  nature  with  those  of 
gen.  Hernandez,  when 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  to  rescind  the  order  of  the 
senate  of  a foimer  day,  postponing  the  passage  of 
of  any  law  until  some  general  law  was  passed. 

On  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand- 
ed, when  there  appeared  for  rescinding  22,  against 
it  19. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands, 
the  question  being  on  the  amendment  from  commit- 
tee, allowing  lands  adjacent  to  farms  to  be  purchased 
under  the  bill  without  being  settled. 

The  amendment  and  the  bili  were  further  dis- 
cussed by  Messrs.  Merrick  and  Fulton. 

The  amendment  was  modified  by  unanimous  con- 


sent, on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Niles,  so  as  to  re- 
quire that  the  purchaser  under  this  amendment 
should  own  ( reside  upon)  and  cultivate  the  land  ad- 
jacent to  which  he  should  purchase  land  under  the 
provision  of  this  amendment. 

This  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  then 
agreed  to  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
of  Ala.,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lump- 
kin, Lyon,  McKean,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Smith,  of  la.,  Tip- 
ton. Walker.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  Young — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Ky.,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  Merrick,  Morris, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Ruggles. 
Southard,  Strange,  Swift,  Wail,  White,  Williams,  of 
Me.,  Wright — 22. 

Cn  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment thus  amended,  limiting  the  sales  under  the 
hill  to  actual  settlers,  except  in  cases  of  lands  ad- 
jacent to  farms,  were  further  amended,  by  requir- 
ing that  no  patent  should  be  issued  under  the  bill 
till  two  years  after  the  entry  of  the  land,  and  then 
only  on  adequate  proof  of  compliance  with  the  bill; 
by  limiting  the  amount  under  the  bill  to  320  acres, 
or  hall  a section,  (ayes  21,)  and  by  a third  section 
to  the  bill,  limiting  its  operation  to  five  years  from 
its  passage,  (ayes  25.) 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky',  (the  question  on’  the 
amendment  as  amended  yet  pending,)  now  offered 
a substitute  for  the  whole  bill,  providing,  in  its  first 
part,  that  any  actual  settler  on  public  land  might 
purchase  80  acres,  or  less,  at  5!)  cents  per  acre; 
from  80  to  100  acres  at  75  cents  per  acre;  and  from 
100  to  320  acres  at  $1  per  acre.  This  substitute, 
in  its  second  part,  was  a transcript  of  Mr.  Clay’s 
land  bill,  so  called,  with  necessary  modifications, 
one  of  which  left  the  distributed  money  to  a free  dis- 
posal by  the  states  on  whom  it  should  be  bestowed. 

This  substitute  having  been  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  a document  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  M., 
and  on  this  subject,  was  also  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

January  10.  Amongst  a variety  of  morning 
business,  (which  will  be  reported  in  our  next  pa- 
per,) was  the  introduction  of  a joint  resolution  by 
Mr.  Robbins  in  relation  to  the  “Smithsonian  be- 
quest.” Mr.  R.  prefaced  the  introduction  of  this 
resolution  with  a long  and  eloquent  speech,  setting 
forth  the  great  advantages  to  be  derived  from  edu- 
cation, in  a national  point  of  view,  and  showing  the 
influence  which  learning  had  in  all  ages  upon  the 
destinies  of  empires,  particularly  singling  out  the 
glory  of  Athens. 

Mr.  Preston  responded  briefly,  but  not  less  feel- 
ingly and  eloquently.  The  subject  lies  over  until 
to-morrow. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public 
lands. 

The  question  being  on  (he  substitute  of  Mr.  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  for  the  whole  bill — 

Mr.  Clay  addressed  the  senate  at  length  in  ex- 
planation and  support  of  his  substitute,  and  in  con- 
trasting some  of  its  principal  features  with  those  of 
the  original  bill  as  amended. 

Mr.  Buchanan  replied,  in  opposition  to  the  sub- 
stitute, and  in  favor  of  the  original  bill. 

The  substitute  was  then  lost,  by  the  following 
vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Prentiss, 
Robbins,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  Tipton, 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Strange, 
Walker,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  of  Maine,  Williams, 
of  Miss.,  Wright,  Young — 29. 

The  amendment  from  committee,  as  amended  in 
the  senate,  allowing  the  purchase,  under  the  bill, 
(without  settlement,)  of  lands  adjacent  to  the  farms 
of  persons  settled  on  other  lands,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  bill  was  further 
amended  by  that  portion  of  Mr.  Clay’s  substitute 
which  allowed  individual  settlers  to  enter  eighty 
acres,  or  less,  at  fifty  cents  per  acre,  alter  (he  land 
should  have  been  fifteen  years  in  the  market,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay,  of 
Ala.,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Crittenden,  Foster,  Fulton,  King, 
Linn,  Lumpkin.  Lyon,  McKean,  Merrick,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  la.,  Tipton, 
Walker,  White,  Williams,  of  Miss.,  Young — 24. 

NAYS' — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Da- 
vis, Hubbard,  Knight,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Roane.  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Strange,  Swift, 
Wall,  Williams,  of  Maine,  Wright — 19. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  (on  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,)  the  bill,  as 
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amended,  was  ordered  to  be  printed;  and  tile  sen- 
ate adjourned. 

January  11.  After  the  transaction  of  some  morn- 
ins;  business,  the  senate  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the 
public  lands;  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  having  been 
reported  to  the  senate, 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  concurring  with  the  committee  of  the  whole 
in  the  first  amendment  as  amended,  limiting;  the 
benefits  of  the  bill  to  actual  settlers  on  the  land  under 
the  bill,  or  on  land  adjacent. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered,  and 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
of  Ala.,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lump- 
kin, Lyon,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tipton, 
Walker,  White,  Williams,  of  Maine,  Williams,  of 
Miss.,  Yountr — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ivy.,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Roane,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Strange,  Swift, 
Wall— 16. 

The  other  amendments  of  the  bill  were  then 
concurred  in,  with  one  exception. 

The  question  now  being  on  the  amendment  from 
Mr.  Clay’s  substitute,  authorizing  the  purchase  of 
80  acres  or  less  by  settlers  on  the  land  at  50  cents 
per  acre, 

The  bill  at  large  and  the  amendment  were  fur- 
ther discussed  by  Messrs.  Buchanan , King,  Morris, 
Niles,  Benton,  Preston,  and  Walker. 

The  amendment  w'as  rejected  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Crit- 
tenden, Foster,  Lumpkin,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Preston.  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles. Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tipton,  Walker, 
White.  Young — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Linn, 
Niles,  Pierce,  Premiss,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Southard,  S' range,  Swift,  Wall,  Wil- 
liams, of  Me.,  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  Wright — 23. 

Mr.  Rives  now’  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed.  After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Morris, 
the  senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  Jan.  5.  Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  asked 
leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
read  for  information: 

Resolved , That  George  W.  Jones,  late  delegate  from 
the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  is  not  entitled  to  mileage  or 
a per  diem  compensation  on  account  of  his  attendance 
at  the  present  session  of  congress. 

Objection  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Wise,  Mr. 
Mason  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules,  and  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion.  The  Speaker 
said  that  it  would  relieve  him  from  some  embarrass- 
ment if  the  house  would  take  some  action  on  this 
subject.  He  had  received  a communication  from 
Mr. 'Jones,  which  he  desired  an  opportunity  to  lay 
before  the  house. 

Mr.  Wise  thereupon  withdrew  his  objection,  and 
the  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
letters: 

House  of  representatives,  January  4,  1839. 

Sir:  I take  this  mode  of  informing  you  that  a reso- 
lution will,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  be  introduced  to 
this  house,  denying  your  right  to  receive  any  compen- 
sation as  a delegate  to  the  present  session  of  congress. 

I am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

.T.  R;  GIDDINGS. 

Hon.  George  W.  Jones,  Washington  city. 

Washington  city,  January  5,  1839. 

Sir:  Considering  myself  entitled,  under  the  usages 
of  the  house,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  to  re- 
ceive my  mileage  and  per  diem  compensation  as  the 
sitting  delegate  from  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  I re- 
ceived from  the  sergeant-at-arms,  on  the  20ih  ultimo,  a 
check  on  the  Bank  of  W ashington,  for  my  mileage  and 
per  diem  allowance  up  to  that  date. 

Having  received  last  evening  the  accompanying 
communication  from  a member  of  the  house,  hon.  .1. 
R.  Giddings,  of  Ohio,  and  not  feeling  willing  to  retain 
in  my  hands  the  compensation  alluded  to  unless  most 
clearly  so  entitled,  I respectfully  return  to  the  house, 
through  you,  the  original  check,  to  be  cancelled  by  the 
house,  if  in  their  judgment  I am  not  entitled  to  it. 

I came  here  under  the  solemn  conviction  that  I was 
the  rightful  delegate  of  the  people  of  Wisconsin,  to 
serve  them  here  as  such  until  the  4th  of  March  next. 
Til's  opinion  was  strengthened  by  the  advice  of  able 
counsel,  before  and  since  my  arrival  here.  I entertain 
the  same  opinion  still,  but  will  submit  to  the  decision  of 
the  house  in  both  cases  without  a murmur. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  JONES. 

Hon.  James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  letters  having  been  read, 

The  Speaker,  with  the  permission  of  the  house, 


made  a brief  explanation  of  the  course  of  the  ser- 
geant-at-arms and  the  presiding  ofiicerof  the  house. 

By  the  journal  of  the  extra  session,  at  the 
opening  ot  the  present  congress  in  September, 
1837,  it  appeared  that  ‘-George  Wallace  Jones  ap- 
peared as  the  delegate  from  the  territory  of  Wis- 
consin, was  sworn  to  support  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  took  a seat  in  the  house.” 
No  certificates  of  election  of  members  or  delegates 
were  presented  at  the  time  of  qualification,  and  the 
speaker  could  not  know  under  what  authority  they 
took  their  seats.  Mr.  Jones  was  sworn,  and  took  a 
seat. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  session, 
Mr.  Jones  appeared  in  his  seat,  claiming  to  be  the 
rightful  sitting  delegate  from  Wisconsin.  When 
the  claim  of  Mr.  Doty  was  presented,  Mr.  Jones 
rose  in  his  place  and  asserted  his  right.  The  house, 
by  its  acquiescence,  recognized  him  as  the  sitting 
delegate,  and  took  order  in  the  case,  by  referring 
the  claim  to  a seat  as  the  delegate  from  Wisconsin 
to  the  committee  of  elections.  Mr.  J ones  continued 
in  his  seat  as  the  sitting  delegate.  He,  at  various 
times,  as  the  journal  shows,  presented  petitions  and 
resolutions,  and  participated  in  the  business  of  the 
house,  as  the  sitting  delegate.  This  was  permitted 
by  the  acquiescence  of  the  house,  until  the  right  to 
the  seat  was  decided  by  the  house.  Whilst  Mr. 
Jones'was  thus  the  sitting  delegate,  in  his  seat,  in 
discharge  of  his  duties  as  such,  the  sergeant-at-arms 
or  the  presiding  officer  had  no  right  or  power  to  in- 
quire whether  he  was  rightfully  there.  That  was  a 
question  which  the  house  alone  could  decide.  The 
law  regulating  the  pay  of  members  and  delegates, 
for  aught  that  appeared  of  record,  entitled  him  to 
his  compensation  until  the  time  he  was  ousted  by 
a vote  of  the  house.  He  called  for  his  compensa- 
tion, and  neither  the  sprgeant-at-arms  nor  the 
speaker  had  any  discretion  to  refuse  it  under  the 
law.  The  check  for  his  compensation  was  made 
out  in  the  usual  way  by  the  sergeant-at-anns,  and 
signed  under  the  law.  Since  taking  the  chair  this 
morning,  the  letter  from  Mr.  Jones  had  been  laid 
on  his  table.  And  now  the  question  of  compensa- 
tion, under  the  resolution  before  the  house,  was  an 
open  one.  The  house  alone  can  by  its  order  refuse 
the  compensation.  Under  the  "law,  the  sergeant 
and  speaker  cannot.  The  speaker  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  house  would  decide  the  question,  and 
thus  relieve  the  subject  from  all  doubt  and  embar- 
rassment. 

A debate  followed.  The  resolution  was  advoca- 
ted by  Messrs.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  and  Giddings,  and 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wise,  Bouldin,  Bronson, 
Thomas,  Calhoon,  of  Kentucky,  and  Pope,  the  lat- 
ter of  whom  concluded  his  remarks  by  demanding 
the  previous  question,  but  withdrew  the  motion  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Biddle,  and  on  the  pledge  of  that 
gentleman  to  renew  it.  Mr.  Biddle,  according  to 
promise,  followed  his  remarks,  (which  were  highly 
complimentary  to  Mr.  Jones,)  by  moving  the  pre- 
vious question.  It  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried. 
Mr.  Griffin  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion; which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Thomas  inquired 
of  the  speaker  whether,  in  case  the  resolution 
should  be  rejected,  he  would  consider  it  as  authority 
to  pay  Mr.  Jones  iris  per  diem  and  mileage?  The 
Speaker  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alexander.  Heman  Allen,  Banks, 
Bell,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Buchan- 
an, Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Chaney, 
Chealham,  Clowney,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Da- 
vee,  Davies,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Evans,  Richard  Fletcher, 
Fry,  Gallup,  Giddings,  Goode,  Griffin,  Hall,  Halstcd, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Ilenry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Thomas 
B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Loomis, 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  May,  Maxwell,  Robert 
McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  Mitchell,  Samuel 
W.  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noble,  Noyes, 
Ogle,  Owens,  Parker,  Peck,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Potts, 
Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Ririgway,  Rives,  Edward  Robinson,  Russell.  Salton- 
stall,  Sheffer,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard, 
Sibley,  Stanly,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Tolarid,  Un- 
derwood, Vanderveer,  Albert  S.  White,  Thomas  T. 
Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  and 
Jared  W.  Williams — 89. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beat- 
ty, Beirne,  Biddle,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bronson,  John 
Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey, 
Chambers,  Cleaveland,  Coles,  Crabb,  Crockett,  Cush- 
ing, Deberry,  DcGraff,  Dromeoole,  Edwards,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Farrington,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Janies  Garland, 
William  Graham,  Grantland,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond, 
Hamer,  Harrison,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Holsoy,  Holt, 
Hublev,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  Henry  John- 
son, William  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim, 
Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Lead  better,  Logan,  Lyon,  Jas. 
M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  McClure,  McKennan, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Purmenter, 


Parris,  Paynter,  Pearce,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope,  Pot- 
ter, Putnam,  Randolph,  John  Robertson,  Ruirtsey, 
Shields,  Sheplor,  Slade,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer, 
Stuart,  Stone,  Thomas,  Toucey,  Towns,  Vail,  Wage- 
ncr,  Webster,  Weeks,  John  White,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams, Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Yell, 
and  Yorke — 96. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Thomas  asked  leave  to  otter  a resolution  to 
the  effect  that  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  alter- 
ing the  law  as  to  prohibit  any  delegate  sitting  more 
than  two  sessions  of  congress  on  the  same  election, 
and  to  render  more  clear  the,  law  as  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  term  of  such  delegates. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  T.  moved  to  suspend 
f lie  rules  to  enable  him  to  oiler  it;  but  the  house  re- 
fused to  suspend  the  rules.  Mr.  Stanly  moved  ail 
adjournment.  Lost. 

Mr.  Harlan,  of  Kentucky,  asked  leave  to  offer  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  house  a statement  of  the  final  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  Lewis  Cass,  late  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  affairs;  of  the  annual  salary  of  said 
superintendent;  and  of  any  extra  compensation,  com- 
missions, or  other  allowances  over  and  above  his  an- 
nual salary,  which  have  been  credited  or  allowed  to 
him  at  the  treasury  department. 

Objections  being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  allow  him  to  propose  the  resolution,  and 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  otdered 
hy  the  house.  Mr.  Polls  moved  an  adjournment. 
Negatived. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken  on  suspending 
the  rules  to  admit  the  offering  at  this  time  of  the 
above  resolution,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  125, 
nays  27.  So  the  rules  were  suspended.  Mr.  Har- 
lan having  offered  the  resolution, 

Mr.  Hamer,  of  Ohio,  suggested,  as  an  amend- 
ment, to  insert — 

“And  at  what  time,  and  under  what  law  or  rule  of 
the  department,  said  allowances  were  made.” 

Which  Mr.  Harlan  accepted  as  a modification  of 
his  motion. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  in- 
serting— 

‘‘Together  with  any  opinion  which  may  have  been 
given  by  the  attorney  general  in  regard  tosaid  accounts 
or  claims.” 

Mr.  McK.  accompanied  the  motion  by  some  re- 
marks very  imperfectly  heard,  in  which  he  stated 
an  opinion  of  the  attorney  general  in  reference  to 
the  matter  in  question,  and  what  had  been  done  in 
consequence  of  it. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Adams,  a verhal  alteration 
was  made  in  the  amendment  of  Mr.  McKay,  by  sub- 
stituting the  word  “allowances”  instead  of  “claim. ,” 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  McKay,  was  then  adopted; 
ayes  77,'noes  not  counted. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Harlan,  as  amended,  was 
then  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from, 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  copies  of 
the  returns  rendered  to  the  treasury  department, 
agreeably  to  law,  by  the  incorporated  banks  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  showing  the  state  of  their  af- 
fairs at  the  close  of  the  year  1S38. 

Mr.  Miller  wished  to  offer  a resolution;  but,  be- 
fore leave  was  given, 

The  house,  on  motion,  adjourned. 

Monday,  Jan  7.  Some  conversation,  took  place 
between  the  Speaker  and  Mr.  Slade,  as  to  the  order 
of  business;  when 

Mr.  Slade  moved  that  the  House  proceed  at  this 
time  to  the  consideration  of  a petition  heretofore 
presented  by  him,  from  certain  citizens  of  West 
Randolph,  Orange  county,  Vermont,  praying  the  re- 
cognition of  the  independence  of  liayti;  the  pend- 
ing question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Slade  that 
the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs,  wilit  instructions  to  report  a bill  re- 
cognising the  independence  of  that  republic,  and 
making  provision  tor  entering  upon  the  customary 
international  relations  therewith,  [which  petition, 
giving  rise  to  debate,  had  been  laid  over  under  the 
rule.] 

And  on  his  motion  Mr.  Slade  (after  expressing  his 
anxiety  to  be  heard  in  behalf  of  the  petitioners) 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  refused. 

And  the  question  v\as  Uten  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative  without  a division. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  presented  by  the 
following  members: 

From  Florida — Mr.  Downing. 

From  Michigan — Mr.  Crary. 

From  Arkansas — Mr.  Yell. 

From  Missouri - Messrs.  Miller  and  Harrison. 

From  Alabama— Messrs.  Crabb  and  Chapman. 

Trom  Illinois — Messrs.  May  and  Casey. 

Mr.  Ewir.g  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  to 
enable  him  to  offer  a resolution. 
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But  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  further  presented 
by  the  following  members: 

From  Indiana — Messrs.  Iiariden,  Dunn,  Ewing, 
and  Graham. 

From  Louisiana — Mr.  Johnson. 

[Mr.  Johnson.,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  petition 
of  Duncan  H.  Hennen,  clerk  of  the  United  Slates 
district  and  circuit  courts  for  the  eastern  district  of 
Louisiana, exhibiting  charges  against  P.K.  Lawrence, 
United  States  district  judge  for  that  state.  The 
charges  set  forth  are  corruption,  gross  neglect  of 
duty,  intemperance,  and  other  charges  of  an  equally 
serious  character. 

After  some  desultory  conversation,  the  motion 
was  agreed  to;  and  the  committee  was  ordered  to 
consist  of  seven  members.] 

From  Ohio — Messrs.  Goode,  Coffin,  Harper,  Gid- 
dings,  Corwin,  Morris,  Ridgway,  Sheplor,  Allen, 
and  Swearingen. 

From  Tennessee — Messrs.  Stone,  Carter,  Williams, 
and  the  Speaker. 

From  Kentucky — Messrs.  Chambers,  Southgate, 
Murray,  and  Menefee. 

From  Georgia — Messrs.  Jackson  and  Towns. 

From  South  Carolina — Messrs.  Campbell,  Thomp- 
son, and  Legare. 

From  North  Carolina — Messrs.  Graham  and  Me 
Kay. 

From  Virginia — Messrs.  Bouldin,  Mason,  Coles, 
Banks,  Garland,  Johnson,  Craig,  Taliaferro,  and 
Beirne. 

Mr.  Wise  rose  and  said:  Mr.  speaker,  I am  about 
to  present  a petition  of  a unique  character.  It  has 
been  presented  to  me,  an„  is  addressed  to  the  house 
of  representatives.  It  is  from  one  man  and  one  wo- 
man. I do  not  know  whether  they  have  been  joined 
to?;ether.  It  bears  the  names  of  James  S.  White 
and  Louisa  Grosvenor,  of  Calais,  in  the  state  of 
Maine.  The  petition  has  a very  significant  seal. 
Stamped  upon  the  wax  is  -a  sheaf  of  wheat,  as  it 
were,  sitting  on  an  end  in  the  harvest-field,  and 
upon  it  is  the  motto,  “ You  deserve  a thrashing.” 

I do  not  know  whether  tills  is  meant  for  me,  or 
whether  it  is  meant  lor  this  House  It  seems  rather 
meant  for  the  house,  as  there  are  many  heads  of 
wheat  here,  and  not  one  alone.  Trie  petition  prays 
that  this  honorable  body  will  rescind  the  resolution 
passed  by  a majority  of  this  House  on  the  12th 
ult.  in  relation  to  the  disposition  of  certain  petitions. 
My  motion  is  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union  with  in- 
structions to  report  the  following  resolution,  to  wit: 
Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  heretofore  offered  by 
Mr.  Atherton,  (of  New  Hampshire,)  and  adopted  by 
this  house  December  17,  1833,  especially  that  part  of 
the  same  which  recognises  the  reception,  by  laying  on 
the  table,  of  abolition  petitions,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  rescinded;  and  that  all  petitions  in  relation  to  the 
subject  of slavery  or  the  slave  trade  in  the  United  Stales, 
now  received  and  laid  on  the  table,  be  returned  to  those 
who  presented  them;  and  that  they,  and  all  of  like  char- 
acter hereafter  presented,  be  not  received  by  this  house. 

Some  conversation  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  pe- 
tition ensued,  when  Mr.  Wise  having  intimated  his 
wish  to  say  a few  words,  the  petition  (giving  rise  to 
debate)  was  ordered  to  lie  over  one  day. 

From  New  York — Messrs.  Fillmore,  Loomis, 
Gallup,  Mitchell,  Noble,  Marvin,  Russell,  McClel- 
lan, Cambreleng,  Anderson,  Vanderveer,  Foster, 
Curtis,  Pralt,  Kemble,  Taylor,  Clark,  Brodhead, 
Moore,  Putnam,  Hoffman,  Peck,  and  Sibley. 

Mr.  Fillmore  presented  a petition  of  certain  citi- 
zens, praying  either  the  modification  or  repeal  of 
the  neutrality  law,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  uncon- 
stitutional, and  that  it  had  been  very  much  abused. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

From  Vermont— Messrs.  Hall,  Allen,  Fletcher, 
and  Everett. 

From  Connecticut — Messrs.  Toucey,  Ingham,  Ha- 
lev,  Holt,  and  Whittiesey. 

From  Rhode  Island — Messrs.  Cranston,  and  Til  - 
linghast. 

From  Massachusetts — Messrs.  Fletcher,  Grenfell, 
Briggs,  Cushing,  Reed,  Lincoln,  Parmenter,  Cal- 
houn, Hastings,  Saltonstall,  and  Adams. 

Mr.  Cushing  presented  the  memorial  of  Peter  San- 
born and  others,  of  Reading,  in  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts, praying  the  bouse  to  rescind  the  resolution 
of  the  12th  December  last,  and  moved  that  said  me- 
morial, together  with  the  resolves  of  the  state  of 
Massachusetts  on  the  right  of  petition  and  debate, 
presented  to  the  house  on  the  28th  of  May  last,  and 
not  finally  acted  on  by  the  house,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
with  instructions  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
adopting  the  following  resolutions,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  *the  several  states  composing  the 
United  Sta'es  of  America  are  not  associated  on  the 
principle  of  unlimited  submission  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment, or  to  the  houses  of  congress,  or  either  of  them; 
but  that,  by  the  constitution,  the  people  of  said  states 


constituted  one  general  government  for  special  purpo- 
ses, and  delegated  to  that  government  certain  definite 
powers  only,  reserving  each  state  to  itself  the  residuary 
mass  of  right  to  their  own  self-government;  that  while 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  do  at- 
tach to  the  people  of  the  several  states  immediately,  in 
those  matters  within  the  true  jurisdiction  and  coniines 
of  said  constitution,  and  in  the  inodes  limited  and  de- 
fined thereby,  yet  in  all  other  matters  the  siates  retain 
each  its  own  political  sovereignty;  that  to  this  constitu 
tion  each  sta'e  acceded  as  a state,  and  is  an  integral 
party,  and  in  its  capacity  of  a sovereign  state  is  repre- 
sented in  congress  by  its  senators  duly  appointed;  that 
among  the  residuary  rights  so  by  each  state  reserved  is 
that  of  freely  and  fully  expressing  its  opinions  on  all 
subjects  of  public  concernment  to  the  states  or  the  peo- 
ple thereof,  and  of  communicating  the  said  opinions  to 
congress;  and  that  it  is  the  constitutional  duty  of  the 
senate  and  of  the  house  of  representatives  respectfully 
to  receive,  entertain,  and  consider,  and  maturely  and 
deliberately  to  decide  upon,  ail  such  communications 
addressed  to  it  by  either  of  the  states  of  this  union; 
and  the  summary  rejection  of  the  same,  without  their 
being  debated,  printed,  or  referred,  or  any  action  what- 
eveiffiad  thereon,  is  insulting  to  the  honor  and  injurious 
to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  said  sovereign  states 
of  the  union. 

Resolved,  That  the  federal  government  is  a govern- 
ment of  limited  and  specific  powers,  derived  trom  the 
people  of  the  United  States'  thereby  confederated  and 
united,  and  to  said  government  bv  them  granted  under 
the  constitution;  that  all  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
said  United  States  by  the  constitution,  nor  prohibited 
by  it  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the  siates  respective- 
ly, of  to  the  people;  that  therefore  no  right  of  any  de- 
nomination can  be  cancelled,  abridged,  restrained,  or 
modified  by  the  congress,  by  the  senate,  or  the  house  of 
representatives,  acting  in  any  capacity,  by  the  presi- 
dent or  any  department  or  officer  of  the  United  States, 
except  in  those  instances  in  which  power  is  given  by 
the  constitution  for  those  purposes;  and  that,  among 
other  imprescriptible  and  essential  rights,  the  freedom 
of  conscience,  of  speech,  and  of  the  press,  and  the 
right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition 
the  government  fora  redress  of  grievances,  are  of  the 
original  and  innate  immunities  of  the  said  people  of 
the  United  Stales;  rights  of  theirs  not  derived  from  or 
to  be  measured  by  the  common  or  any  other  positive 
law  of  this  or  any  other  country,  but  inherent  in  the 
said  people  as  a people,  and  under  the  constitution  of 
the  several  states  by  and  to  the  said  people  guarantied 
and  consecrated  forever;  and  which,  by  reason  thereof, 
cannot  be  cancelled,  abridged,  restrained,  or  modified, 
constitutionally,  by  any  authority  ot  the  United  States 
whatsoever,  nor  in  any  form  of  law,  whether  the  same 
be  the  act  of  the  two  houses  of  congress,  or  of  either 
of  them  separately. 

Resolved,  That  the  people  of  the  United  States  did 
ordain  and  establish  the  constitution  thereof,  in  order, 
among  other  tilings,  to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty 
to  them  and  their  posterity;  that  to  this  end  the  powers 
of  legislation  were  vested  in  representative  and  delib- 
erative assemblies,  to  wit:  a senate  appointed  by  the 
states,  and  a house  of  representatives  chosen  by  the 
people  of  the  siates;  that,  in  the  exercise  of  their  rights 
by  foe  said  house  of  representatives  and  the  members 
thereof,  there  should  be  free  scope  and  perfect  equality, 
without  interdiction  of  any  subject  of  public  concern- 
ment, and  without  inhibition  of  subject  to  members 
from  one  portion  of  the  union,  or  exclusive  privilege  of 
it  to  those  from  another  portion;  that  all  such  attempts 
to  smother  and  suppress  the  discussion  of  particular 
subjects,  whilst  illusory  and  fruitless  in  themselves,  do, 
moreover,  impeach  the  first  principles  of  democratic 
liberty,  which  enjoin  the  establishment  and  propaga- 
tion of  political  truth,  without  let  or  fear;  that  the  free- 
dom of  speech,  forbidden  by  the.  constitution  to  be 
abridged  in  whatever  case,  is  more  supremely  entitled 
to  immunity  and  respect  in  the  person  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  in  congress,  who  for  all  orderly 
speech  or  debate  in  either  house  should  not  be  ques- 
tioned elsewhere,  nor  hindered  there;  that  the  house  of 
representatives  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceed- 
ings, but  that  it  cannot  constitutionally,  by  a perpetual 
antecedent  prohibition,  preclude  its  members,  or  any 
one  or  more  of  them,  from  debate  and  motion  as  to  a 
specific  excepted  class  of  subjects,  provided  the  same 
be  things  within  the  purview  of  the  constitution,  and 
concerning  which  the  people  of  the  United  Slates,  or 
any  part  thereof,  desired  to  be  heard  through  their  re- 
presentatives in  congress. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  all  that  part  of  a certain 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  adopted  on 
the  12th  dajr  of  December  last,  which  provides  that 
“every  petiiion,  memorial,  resolution,  proposition,  or 
paper”  of  a prescribed  class  “shall,  on  the  presentation 
thereof,  without  any  further  action  thereon,  be  laid  on 
the  table,  without  being  debated,  printed,  or  referred,’’ 
is  a violation  of  the  rights  of  the  states,  whose  official 
communications  to  congress  of  said  class  it  excludes 
from  due  and  proper  consideration — a violation  of  the 
right  of  petition  intierent  in  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales,  which  it  cancels  and  abridges,  and  a violation  of 
the  privilege  of  speech  and  of  debate  rightfully  apper- 
taining to  the  members  of  this  house,  which  it  fore- 
closes and  abolishes;  and.  therefore,  that  so  much  of 
said  resolution  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  unconstitutional  and  merely  void  and  of  null  effect. 

Mr.  Cushing  expressing  his  intention  to  debate 
the  subject,  the  motion  of  instructions  lies  over  until 
another  petition  day. 


Among  other  memorials  presented  by  Mr.  Adams 
was  the  following: 

This  memorial  showeth:  That,  whereas  sundry  evil- 
minded  and  ignorant  persons  have  petitioned  congress 
for  a recognition  of  the  independence  ot  Hayti,  other- 
wise called  .St.  Domingo,  a black  republic;  and,  where- 
as, should  such  recognition  take  place,  a black  negro 
ambassador  must  necessarily  take  up  his  residence  at 
the  seat  of  government,  to  the  great  scandal  of  slavehol- 
ders, and  the  eternal  disgrace  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  blood; 
and,  whereas  a president  (a  “northern  man  with  south- 
ern principles”)  could  not  maintain  amicable  relations 
with  such  a functionary;  and,  whereas,  unless  the  pre- 
sident interposed  his  authority,  such  functionary  would 
not  be  permitted  to  mix  in  good  society,  or  receive  the 
usual  civilities  paid  to  other  public  characters;  and, 
whereas  such  treatment  would  necessarily  give  offence 
to  the  government  of  which  he  is  the  accredited  repre- 
sentative, thereby  leading  to  his  recall,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility to  a war  between  the  two  countries;  for  these,  and 
various  other  reasons  unnecessary  to  mention,  your  me- 
morialists humbly  pray  that  your  honorable  body  would 
enact  a law  prohibiting  any  foreign  nation  from  sending 
to  our  own  any  man  who  is  not  a full-blooded  Anglo- 
Saxon  man,  and  can  trace  his  lineage  back  to  Japnet, 
without  any  taint,  mixture,  stain,  or  blemish  from  the 
accursed  race  of  Ham,  from  whom  the  inhabitants  of 
Africa  are  descended.  And  they  further  pray  that  an 
act  may  be  placed  prohibiting  any  one  from  holding 
any  civil  or  military  office  in  the  United  States  who 
shall  have  the  least  mixture  of  African  blood  in  his  veins. 
And,  to  carry  tills  Jaw  into  more  complete  effect,  your 
memorialists  pray  that  there  may  be  a standing  com- 
mittee of  the  house  appointed,  called  ‘The  committee  on 
colors,’’  or  “The  whitewashing  committee,”  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  examine  into  the  pedigree  of  every  mem- 
ber of  congress,  and  every  man  appointed  to  public  of- 
fice, especially  in  the  slaveholding  states;  and  whenever, 
in  any  case,  any  taint  of  African  blood  be  discovered, 
such  member  shall  instantly  be  expelled  from  office, 
and  his  place  filled  with  a pure  Anglo-Saxon  Ameri- 
can. And  your  memorialists  further  pray  that  that 
notoriously  false  assertion  contained  in  the  declaration 
of  independence,  viz:  that  “all  men  are  created  free  and 
equal,”  be  erased  from  that  document,  and  burnt  by  the 
hands  of  the  common  hangman. 

And  vour  memorialists  will  ever  pray. 

[Signed  by  46.] 

Mr.  Adams  having'  read  it,  and  being  about  to 
move  its  reference,  Mr.  Dromgoole  raised  the  ques- 
tion of  reception,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  in  its 
terms  respectful  to  the  house.  Mr.  Adams  contend- 
ed that  it  was  in  no  wise  disrespectful  to  the  house, 
and  concluded  his  remarks  by  asking  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  reception  of  the  memorial;  which  were 
ordered,  and  resulted,  yeas  24,  nays  117.  So  the 
memorial  was  not  received. 

Mr.  Adams  then  moved  that  the  petition  thus  re- 
fused to  be  received  be  entered  on  the  journal.  The 
Chair  decided  that  this  would  be  out  of  order.  Mr. 
Adams  then  moved  that  his  presentation  of  the  me- 
morial and  motion  for  its  reference  be  entered  on  the 
journal.  The  Speaker  said  that  this  could  be  per- 
mitted. Mr.  Adams.  I wish  it  for  the  honor  of  this 
house.  The  Chair.  If  the  gentleman  has  more  pe- 
titions to  present,  he  will  now  present  them.  Mr. 
Adams.  O,  yes,  sir,  yes,  sir;  plenty  more.  He  then 
went  on  to  present  the  residue. 

Petitions  from  Maine  presented  by  Messrs.  Da- 
vec,  Evans,  Atherton,  and  Robinson. 

From  New  Hampshire  by  Mr,  Cushman. 

Messrs.  Mercer,  McKennan,  Curtis,  Rariden,  Jeni- 
fer, and  Snyder,  obtained  permission,  and  presented 
memorials,  after  all  the  states  had  been  called. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  8.  After  the  reception  of  reports, 
and  the  presentation  of  a number  ot  resolutions, 
which  shall  have  a place  in  the  next  “Register,” 
Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  to  amend  the  act  authorizing 
the  issuing  of  treasury  notes  to  meet  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  government,  approved  May  21,  1838. 
Mr.  C.  briefly  explained  the  bill;,  it  was  then  read 
twice,  and  its  further  consideration  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

Alter  several  other  committees  had  made  reports, 
the  object  of  which  will  be  noticed  hereafter,  the 
house  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng’s  motion  for  the  raising  of  a select  committee 
to  investigate  the  defalcation  of  Mr.  Swartwoui, 
together  with  Mr.  Wise’s  amendment  thereto,  pro- 
posing the  appointment  of  the  committee  by  ballot, 
&c.  Mr.  Wise  modified  his  amendment,  by  accept- 
ing as  -a  modification  the  resolution  moved  some 
days  ago  by  Mr.  Garland,  of  Va.  A debate  now 
ensued  which  occupied  the  time  ot  the  house 
till  near  5 o’clock,  when  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bond, 
the  house  adjourned.  [Particulars  in  the  next 
“Register.”] 

Wednesday,  Jan.  9.  After  the  usual  morning 
business,  the  house  again  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a commit- 
tee to- investigate  the  defalcation  of  Mr.  Swartwout. 
A desultory  debate  ensued,  but  without  taking  the 
question  the  house  adjourned. 
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OCI*  We  have  before  ns  the  first  number  of  the 
“ National  Magazine  and  Republican  Review,”  pub- 
lished in  this  city  by  Messrs.  Fulton  and  Smith,  and 
edited  by  Henry  J.  Brent,  esq.  Most  of  tiie  arti- 
cles are  written  with  great  spirit  and  ability,  and 
cannot  fail  to  render  the  work  highly  popular  with 
the  party  whose  doctrines  it  advocates. 

We  have  also  received  the  January  number  of  the 
“ United  Slates  M . izine  and  Democratic  Review,” 
which  is  worthy  the  reputation  the  work  has  already 
attained. 

Since  the  receipt  of  the  above,  we  have  had  pla- 
ced on  our  table  a volume  of  216  pages,  entitled 
“ Political  sketches  of  eight  years  in  Washington,” 
§c.  by  Robert  Mayo,  M.  D.  This  work  has  been 
looked  for  by  the  public  with  much  anxiety,  and 
from  a hasty  glance  at  its  contents,  we  think  it  will 
be  read  with  great  interest  by  politicians  of  all  par- 
ties. 

Defalcation  of  Mr.  Swartwout.  On  Thurs- 
day last,  the  house  of  representatives,  after  an  ani- 
mated discussion,  a repoitof  which  we  will  give  in 
the  next  “Register,”  on  two  balloting,  ssucceeded 
in  electing  a committee  of  nine  members  to  investi  - 
gate the  defalcations  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  viz:  Mr. 
Harlan,  of  Ky.,  Mr.  IVise,  of  Va.,  Mr.  Curtis,  of 
New  York,  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Geo.,  Mr.  Hopkins,  of 
Va.,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  Mr.  Cushman,  of  N.  H.  Mr. 
Ellmore,  of  S.  C.,  and  Mr.  Hubley,  of  Pa.  The  first 
six  named  gentlemen  were  elected  on  the  first  ballot. 
Their  polir ical  character  is  as  follows:  whigs  4, 
friends  of  the  administration  3,  conservatives  2. 

On  yesterday  Messrs.  Ellmore,  Cushman  and 
Hubley  were  excused  from  serving  upon  the  commit- 
tee, after  which  the  house  proceeded  to  supply  the 
vacancies  thus  created  in  the  committee,  and  at 
a late  hour  succeeded  in  electing  Messrs.  Martin, 
Taylor,  and  Wagener. 

There  was  much  confusion  nrd  disorder  huntin' 
the  discussion,  and  many  points  of  order  raised, 
of  all  which  we  will  take  some  notice  in  our  next. 

Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Porter  was  inaugurated  as 
overnor  of  Pennslvania  on  Friday  last.  We  have 
efore  us  a copy  of  his  address,  and  will  publish  ii, 
with  an  account  of  the  proceedings,  next  week. 

Francis  R.  Shunk,  esq.  lor  many  years  clerk  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  has  been  appointed 
secretary  of  the  commonwealth. 

From  Mexico.  The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  of 
of  7th  instant,  contains  Ihe  following: 

By  the  arrival  of  Ihe  Spanish  schooner  Baliza, 
from  Vera  Cruz,  which  she  left  oil  the  23d  Decem- 
ber, we  are  put  in  possession  of  intelligence  confirm- 
atory of  the  recent  reports  respecting  a conflict  be- 
tween the  French  troops  and  the  Mexican  forces 
under  the  command  of  Santa  Anna.  The  statement 
that  the  Mexican  chief  had  been  wounded,  and  had 
suffered  amputation  of  the  leg,  proves  to  be  correct. 
We  learn,  in  addition,  that  the  city  and  castle  have 
been  evacuated  by  the  French.  Santa  Anna  has  al- 
lowed eight  days  to  the  French  residents  in  Vera 
Cruz  for  preparations  for  their  departure,  and  sixty 
days  have  been  accorded  to  the  French  in  the  in- 
terior for  the  same  purpose.  It  was  currently  re- 
ported that  the  Mexican  government  had  resolved 
upon  the  expulsion  of  all  foreigners,  without  excep- 
tion. 

From  the  same  source  we  derive  information  that 
part  of  tiie  French  fleet  had  removed  from  Vera 
Cruz  in  order  to  renew  the  blockade  of  other  Mexi- 
can ports.  The  corvette  Creole,  commanded  by  the 
Prince  de  Joinville,  had  gone  to  Havana  on  a cruize; 
and  there  now  remains  but  four  vessels  of  war  be- 
fore Vera  Cruz.  The  blockade  of  the  town  is  never- 
theless strictly  enforced,  and  no  vessels  whatever 
are  allowed  to  enter.  The  French  brig  Marie 
Therese  has  been  chartered  by  (lie  French  admiral 
to  leave  in  about  ten  days  for  New  Orleans,  with 
one  hundred  and  twenty  French  residents.  The 
army  of  Santa  Anna,  about  seven  thousand  strong, 
is  said  to  be  encamped  at  ten  miles  distance  from  the 
town. 

The  schooner  Cora,  from  Matamoras,  brin°-s  news 
that  tin;  town  is  besieged  by  tile  federalists,  who 
number  some  nine  hundred,  and  is  defended  by  a 
similar  force  under  command  of  general  Filesola. 
No  action  had  as  yet  taken  place.  The  assailants, 
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we  are  told,  are  but  poorly  equipped,  being  unpro- 
vided with  artillery,  and  principally  composed  of 
dragoons  and  musketeers. 

“An  extract  translated  from  the  letter  of  the  min- 
ister of  war  and  marine  to  gen.  Urica,  about  making 
c#mmon  cause  against  tiie  French,  reads  thus: 

“General,  we  ought  to  forget  our  differences,  and 
all  the  unfortunate  occurrences.  1 have  tiie  honor 
to  be  a good  Mexican,  and  believe  you  to  be  another; 
and,  for  this  reason,  invite  you,  in  the  name  of  our 
dear  and  unfortunate  country  to  come  along  with  me 
to  defend  her  against  an  insolent  foe.  It  has  come 
to  that  point  when  we  ought  to  spill  our  blood  in  de- 
fence of  the  independence — that  independence  which 
lias  cost  you,  me,  and  others  many  sacrifices,  and 
whicn  ought  to  be  sealed  with  our  blood. 

“At  this  point,  general,  I have  850  men,  700  oi 
whom  are  effective  men — good  and  valiant  Mexi- 
cans, filled  with  enthusiasm,  and  who  desire  to  die 
for  their  country,  by  the  side  of  these  braves  under 
your  orders.  At  this  moment,  I have  given  instruc- 
tions to  unite  all  the  iorces  here,  with  that  celerity 
the  case  requires.  Remember,  sir,  that  you  are  a 
Mexican;  and  also  remember  that  that  independence 
the  French  would  rob  us  of  ought  to  be  every  tiling. 
This  being  the  case,  you  will,  without  doubt,  time- 
ously  fortify  the  bar  with  pieces  oi' great  calibre  that 
will  protect  it  on  all  hands,  ami  thus  avoid  a misfor- 
tune similar  to  that  which  has  befallen  San  Juan  de 
Ulloa.” 

Canadian  affairs.  Upper  Canada.  The 
Kingston  Chronicle  gives  a statement  of  the  dis- 
posal of  the  several  prisoners  tried  by  tiie  court 
martial  which  adjourned  on  the  4th  instant. 

The  number  of  prisoners  tried  by  the  court  is  140 


Remaining  untried  in  Fort  Henry  4 

do  do  in  hospital  9 

Died  in  hospital  2 

Queen’s  evidence  4 

Total  number  taken  159 

Ten  have  been  already  executed. 


The  two  prisoners  who  were  not  executed  on  the 
4th,  Leonard  Deline,  and  Andrew  Leper,  have  been 
respited  by  the  Jieut.  governor. 

Accounts  from  Watertown  state  that  three  pri- 
soners have  been  released  by  governor  Arthur. 

St.  Thomas,  U.  C.,  Dec.  27.  All  is  quiet  on  the 
frontier.  The  brigands  have  moved  down  to  Buf- 
falo. In  tiie  mean  time  tiie  trials  are  going  on  of 
the  prisoners  taken  at  Sandwich.  Fourteen  were 
previously  in,  and  twenty-three  brought  in  yester- 
day, besides  eight  found  in  the  woods  by  the  In- 
dians, partly  eaten  by  the  pigs,  and  from  their  situa- 
tion when  found,  and  other  circumstances,  there  is 
reason  to  believe  these  animals  attacked  them  be- 
fore their  death,  while  exhausted  from  cold  and  in- 
capable of  resistance.  There  are  still  about  one 
hundred  in  the  woods,  unaccounted  for — what  a 
dreadful  fate! 

W.  L.  McKenzie  is  at  Buffalo. 

Lower  Canada.  The  court  martial  at  Montreal 
has  made  the  following  disposition  of  tiie  Napier- 
ville  prisoners. 

Charles  Huot  is  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to 
death,  but  is  recommended  by  the  court  for  a com- 
mutation of  the  capital  punishment. 

Guillaume  Levesque,  Pierre  Theophile  Decoigne, 
Achille  Morin,  Joseph  Jaques  Hebert,  Hubert 
Drossin  Leblanc,  David  Drossin  Leblanc,  Francois 
Trepannier,  jun.,  Pierre  Hector  Morin,  and  Joseph 
Pare,  are  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  death , to 
be  carried  into  effect  at  such  time  and  place  as  the 
commander  of  the  forces  may  appoint.  Of  these, 
however,  the  court  recommend  Guillaume  Leves- 
que and  Fis.  Trepannier,  jun.,  to  a commutation  of 
the  sentence  of  death,  for  a punishment  less  severe. 
Louis  Lemeliu  and  Jean  Baptiste  Dozois,  sen.,  are 
found  not  guilty, and  acquitted  accordingly. 

Louis  Lemelin  and  Jean  B.  Dozois,  senoir,  were 
acquitted. 

The  finding  of  tiie  court  has  been  approved  and 
published  in  general  orders. 

Seventeen  more  prisoners  were  brought  in  from 
Napierville  on  tiie  8th. 

Tiie  Montreal  Courier  of  ti  e 1 1th,  states  that  the 

trial  of  tiie  nine  persons  from  Torlue,  charged  with  I 
treason  and  murder,  terminated  on  the  10th.  Five  I 


were  found  guilty  on  both  charges,  two  guilty  of 
treason,  and  two  were  acquitted.  ~ 

Of  eleven  companies  of  infantry,  and  a troop  of 
dragoons,  which  were  lately  sent  to  Henryville,  all 
have  returned,  except  tiie  cavalry";  which  remains 
at  Missisquoi  bay. 

Tiie  fine  church  of  St.  James,  at.  Toronto,  U.  C., 
was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  6th  inst.  It  was 
valued  at  40,000  dollars. 

The  Albany  papers  announce  the  arrival  in  that 
city  of  gen.  Scott  and  col.  Worth,  from  Ihe  north- 
ern frontier.  Tiie  Evening  Journal  remarks  that 
these  gallant  men,  now,  as  heretofore,  have  dis- 
charged their  delicate  and  responsible  duties  with 
(distinguished  success  and  ability.  Gen.  Scott  has 
traversed  the  entire  western  and  northern  frontier, 
mingling  frankly  and  familiarly  with  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  inculcating,  wilh  persuasive  elo- 
quence, the  doctrines  of  obedience  to  the  laws. 
Col.  Worth’s  position  lias  been  one  of  extreme 
difficulty.  He  has,  however,  borne  himself  nobly, 
combining  in  all  his  movements,  the  fidelity  of  the 
soldier,  with  the  generosity  of  philanthropist.  The 
high  duty  of  pacification  could  not  have  been  more 
wisely  confided  than  to  the  hands  of  gen.  Scott  and 
col.  Worth. 

F rom  F lorida.  From  the  Tallahassee  Floridian 
of  January  5.  Just  as  our  paper  was  going  to  press 
we  saw  a letter  from  Magnolia,  stating  that  a party 
of  Indians  were  surprised  yesterday  morning  and 
six  of  them  killed  by  a company  of  ten  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Magnolia.  The  Indians  were  first  discov- 
ered about  three  miles  from  town  by  a person  out 
hunting,  who  returned  and  raised  the  company. 

A few  days  since,  we  learn  that  a party  of  In- 
dians attacked  the  negroes  on  the  plantation  of  T. 
J.  Linton,  of  Madison  county,  and  carried  off'  two 
of  their  number,  and  a keg  of  whiskey.  They  re- 
tired a short  distance  into  the  cornfield,  danced  and 
drank  ali  tiie  whiskey  and  decamped  with  the  ne- 
groes. They  w'ere  pursued  next  morning  but  not 
overtaken.  We  learn,  however,  (hat  the  Indians 
were  intercepted  by  a scout  from  the  Econfence, 
who  surprised  them  and  captured  all  their  packs. 
Not  being  sufficiently  strong  to  follow  the  Indians, 
thirteen  men  were  left  in  charge  of  the  baggage  and 
plunder,  while  the  remainder  returned  to  the  post  for 
reinforcement.  In  their  absence,  the  Indians  re- 
turned and  surprised  the  guard,  drove  them  off, 
wounding  two  of  their  number,  and  captured  their 
packs  and  the  baggage  of  the  troops.  We  have 
not  learned  that  tiie  Indians  have  since  been  found. 

We  learn  by  a gentleman  from  tiie  west  that  the 
fugitive  Creek  Indians  have  recently  made  their 
appearance  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Andrew’s 
bay.  They  appear  peaceable,  having  committed 
no  other  depredations  than  to  kill  cattle  occasion- 
ally for  their  own  use.  We  presume  captain  Hut- 
ton will  endeavor  to  capture  them  or  persuade  them 
to  come  in  and  emigrate.  We  hope  he  may  be 
successful. 

The  head  quarters  of  the  regiment  operating  in 
Middle  Florida,  we  are  surprised  to  learn,  has  re- 
moved to  Dead-man’s  bay  by  order  of  general 
Taylor. 

The  St.  Augustine  News  says:  “AVe  are  informed 
by  a gentleman  from  Jacksonville,  that  lie  learned 
of  the  guide  Tomoka  John,  who  had  just  returned 
from  Tampa  Bay,  that  there  were  130  Indians  in 
that  place;  14  of  them  warriors,  the  balance  women 
and  children;  that  Sam  Jones,  with  70  warriors, 
was  at  Okechobee;  and  that  240  Indians  were  con- 
centrated in  that  riiiection,  but  more  to  the  east- 
ward of  the  peninsula.” 

The  gold  eagi.e.  This  beautiful  coin,  after  a 
long  absence,  has  reappeared  in  our  country.  The 
mint  at  Philadelphia  is  striking  them,  ami  a quantity 
has  arrived  here.  It  is  not  only  a noble  coin,  but] 
in  its  improved  appearance,  a fine  specimen  of  art. 
As  yet,  only  the  mint  in  Philadelphia  lias  issued  this 
coin;  but  the  branch  mints  will  soon  follow,  as  it 
is  found  that  Philadelphia  is  an  exceedingly  difficult 
place  to  diffuse  the  coins  from.  It  is  found  (hat  they 
diffuse  much  better  from  oilier  points,  and  therefore 
the  coinage  of  tiie  brandies  w ill  be  sedulously  at- 
tended to. 

It  is  now  thirty-five  years  since  an  eagle  lias  been 
coined  at  our  mint.  [Globe. 
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Official.  Department  of  state,  Washington,  Jan. 

12.  Extract  from  a letter  received  at  this  depart- 
ment from  the  United  States  consul  at  Fayal,  dated 

October  2,  1833. 

“I  have  the  satisfaction  of  informing  you  that  an 
order  has  just  been  received  and  promulgated  by  the 
director  of  this  custom-house,  abolishing  the  emo- 
luments and  fees  hitherto  levied  on  the  cargoes  of 
vessels  that  have  put  into  the  ports  of  these  islands 
in  distress.” 

Letter  from  commodore  Porter.  To  the 
editor jof  the  Globe.  Sir:  Two  articles  have  appear- 
ed in  your  paper,  each  from  friends  to  the  navy,  on 
the  subject  of  my  return  to  that  service,  and  which 
appear  to  have  been  dictated  by  the  kindest  feelings 
towards  me;  but  as  they  have  led  some  to  believe 
that  they  were  published  with  my  consent,  I now 
declare  most  positively  that  I had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  articles,  and  was  ignorant  of  them,  until  I 
saw  them  in  print;  nor  had  I an  idea  of  the  author 
until  informed  this  morning,  that  one  was  the  pro- 
duction of  ahighly  esteemed  friend.  Of  the  author- 
ship of  the  other  I am  still  ignorant. 

To  prevent  any  erroneous  conjectures  and  sur- 
mises on  the  subject,  I now  declare  that  I never  had 
any  wish  to  be  restored  to  my  former  rank  in  the 
navy,  and  that  I have  invariably  rejected  all  over- 
tures made  to  me  with  that  object,  and  shali,  it  is 
most  probable,  for  reasons  well  known  to  the  go- 
vernment, which  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat,  always 
reject,  should  they  be  renewed. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

David  Porter. 

Georgetown,  Jan.  11,  1839. 

The  Florida  coast.  From  the  Globe.  The 
following  letters  have  been  furnished  us  by  the 
navy  department  for  publication.  We  would  re- 
mark that  the  schooner  Wave  was  purchased  by 
the  war  department,  and  furnished  with  barges,  in 
order  to  protect  the  vessels  in  the  Florida  Gulf 
which  might  be  wrecked  on  the  reefs  and  shoals  of 
that  dangerous  coast.  The  schooner  is  commanded 
by  lieutenant  McLavghlin,  of  the  navy,  who  is 
ably  seconded  by  the  midshipmen  acting  under 
him.  This  vessel  has  rendered  essential  services; 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  navy  department 
has  not  at  its  disposition  some  small  vessels  which 
could  be  employed  in  this  service: 

United  States  schooner  Wave, 
Pensacola,  Dec.  23,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a copy  of 
acting  lieutenant  Shubriek’s  report  to  me  of  the 
1st  December.  The  energy  and  ability  of  those 
excellent  officers,  acting  lieutenants  Shubrick  and 
C.  R.  Howard,  is  well  illustrated  in  the  valuable 
services  reported. 

Respectfully,  etc.  I have  the  honor  to  be, 

John  McLaughlin,  lieut.  commanding. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  war,  Washington  city. 

U.  S.  sloop  Panther, 

Off  Key  Biscayno,  1st  December,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  that  after 
having  executed  your  order  relative  to  the  transfer 
of  stores  from  Indian  Key,  I proceeded  to  Key  Bis- 
cayno, and  made  expeditions  in  the  Boca  Ratones. 
We  fell  in  with  large  bodies  of  Indians,  who  came 
to  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  built  fires  to  entice 
us  on  shore.  I did  riot  attack  them,  their  force 
being  too  large.  On  Sunday,  the  24th  November, 
a boat  came  alongside,  informing  me  that  the 
steamer  Wilmington  was  ashore  to  the  north  of 
Cape  Florida.  The  Panther  was  instantly  under 
weigh,  and  about  fifty  miles  above  the  cape,  I had 
the  pleasing  satisfaction  of  rescuing  the  rest  of  her 
crew,  sixteen  in  number.  These,  with  two  boats, 
I brought  to  Key  Biscayno. 

In  the  interim  I despatched  acting  lieut.  C.  R. 
Howard  with  the  barge  Shacco,  in  one  of  the  sloops 
of  Mr.  Housman,  to  the  wreck  of  a Spanish  brig. 
He  saved  her  crew,  (nearly  thirty  slaves,)  a large 
portion  of  the  cargo,  but  was  subsequently  blown 
off,  and  the  barge  most  unfortunately  lost  in  getting 
her  in.  I then  went  up  in  the  Panther — got  a 
great  deal  of  lead  from  her,  and  other  articles  that 
would  have  been  valuable  to  the  Indians,  and  burnt 
her.  The  Indians  were  in  sight  in  the  river  behind 
the  hill. 

Respectfully,  &c.  I have  the  honor  to  be, 

E>.  T.  Shubrick,  acting  lieut. 
Lt.  com'dt.  John  McLavghlin,  jJ.  S.  schr.  Wave. 

Honors  to  the  brave.  An  elegant  sword  was 
presented,  at  Albany,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  by  gover- 
nor Marcy,  to  captain  Daniel  Turner,  of  the"U.  S. 
navy,  in  conformity  with  a resolution  of  the  legisla- 


ture of  New  York  to  that  effect.  Captain  Turner 
commanded  the  U.  S.  brig  Caledonia,  in  the  naval 
battle  on  lake  Erie,  fought  on  the  10th  September, 
1813,  and  performed  his  duty  on  that  memorable 
occasion  with  distinguished  valor  and  skill. 

Treasury  notes.  Aggregate  of  treasury  notes  that  had 
been  issued  at  the  end  of  each  week  during  the  year 
1838,  of  the  first  emission  and  also  of  the  second  emis- 
sion. 


Date. 

Amount. 

Date. 

Amount. 

Issued  under 

Issued  under 

act  of  October 

act  of  the  21st 

1887,  to 

May,  to 

1838,  Jan’y 

3 

$2,985  789 

1838,  May 

29 

$ 159,249 

50 

il 

10 

3,363,395 

June 

4 

1,083,340 

00 

il 

24 

3,309,711 

“ 

12 

2,614  712 

00 

“ 

30 

4,395,865 

il 

19 

2,813,772 

00 

Feb’ry 

6 

4,844,728 

il 

26 

4,207,641 

00 

il 

13 

5,605,786 

July 

3 

4,904,014 

00 

il 

20 

5,969,302 

l C 

10 

4,974,942 

00 

li 

27 

6,459.060 

li 

17 

4,981,791 

00 

March 

6 

6,681,314 

24 

4,985,582 

00 

13 

6.808.073 

il 

31 

5,085,582 

00 

“ 

21 

6,942.652 

August 

7 

5,397,135 

00 

it 

27 

7,116,638 

il 

14 

5,397  310 

00 

April 

3 

7,467,349 

li 

21 

5,397.310 

00 

“ 

11 

7,573,430 

li 

28 

5,497.310 

00 

it 

17 

8.586,330 

Sept’r 

4 

5.547,310 

00 

il 

24 

9,067,283 

“ 

11 

5,583,310 

00 

May 

1 

9,423,959 

a 

18 

5,605,310 

00 

6 

9,693,504 

a 

25 

5,609,810 

00 

it 

15 

9,900,488 

October 

2 

5,709,810 

00 

“ 

22 

9,996.707 

Note.  Of  these  and  previous  issues  in  1837,  under 
the  first  act  of  congress,  all  have  been  paid  in  or  re- 
deemed, except  about  two  millions. 

None  were  issued  after  the  last  date  of  October  2, 
1838,  of  the  new  issue  authorized  21st  May,  1838. 
Only  about  half  a million  have  been  redeemed  of  the 
new  issue. 


Navy  of  the  United  States.  From  the  N.  Y. 
Commercial  Advertiser. 


NAME. 

CLASS. 

COMMANDERS. 

STATION. 

Ollio, 

line  ship 

Capt.  Joseph  Smilli 

Mediterranean 

Constitution, 

Irigale 

Capt.  W C Bolton 

do 

Cyane, 

sloop 

Comm.  J Percival 

do 

NorthCarolina 

line  ship 

Com.  H E Ballard 

Pacific 

Lexington, 

sloop 

Capt.  J H Clack 

do 

Falmouth, 

do 

Comm.  J M’Keever 

do 

Enterprize, 

schooner 

Lt.  W m M Glendy 

do 

Boxer, 

do 

Lt.  W C Nicholson 

do 

Independence 

razee 

Com.  J B Nicholson 

Coaslof  Brazil 

Fairfield, 

sloop 

Lt.  H Y Purviance 

do 

Dolphin, 

brig 

Lt.  A S McKenzie 

do 

Macedonian, 

trigate 

Comm. not  designed 

West  Indies 

Vandalia, 

sloop 

Comm.  N P Levy 

do 

Boston, 

do 

Comm.  E B Babbitt 

do 

Natchez, 

do 

Comm.  !3  Page,  jr. 

do 

Ontario, 

do 

Comm  VV  M ’Kenny 

do 

Eric, 

do 

Comm.  J Smoot 

do 

Levant, 

do 

Comm.  H Paulding 

do 

Warren, 

do 

Comm  not designt’d 

do 

Grampus, 

schooner 

Lt.  J S Paine 

do 

Columbia, 

Irigale 

Com.  G C Bead 

East  Indies 

John  Adams, 

sloop 

Comm.  G 1' Wyman 

do 

Vincennes, 

do 

Lt.  Clias.  Wilkes 

Exploring  ex. 

Peacock, 

do 

Lt.  VV  L Hudson 

do 

Relief, 

storeship 

Li.  A K Long 

do 

Porpoise, 

brig 

Lt.  C Ringgold 

do 

Consort, 

do 

Lt.  VV m (I  Gardner 

Gov.  packet 

Woodbury, 

schooner 

Lt.  J S Nicholas 

do 

Fnlion, 

steamer 

Capt.  C VV  Skinner 

Ailantic  coast 

Columbus, 

line  ship 

Receiving  ship 

Charlestown 

Constellation, 

Irigale 

In  ordinary 

do 

Concord, 

sloop 

do 

do 

Washington, 

line  ship 

do 

Brooklyn,  N Y 

Franklin, 

do 

do 

do 

* Hudson, 

irigale 

Receiving  ship 

do 

St.  Louis, 

^loop 

In  ordinary 

do 

*Sea  Gull, 

steamer 

Receiving  vessel 

Philadelphia 

Pennsylvania, 

line  ship 

In  ordinary 

Gosport,  Va. 

Delaware, 

d o 

do 

do 

Potomac, 

frigate 

do 

do 

Brandywine, 

do 

do 

do 

*Guerriere, 

do 

do 

do 

*Java, 

do 

Receiving  ship 

do 

Shark, 

schooner 

1 n ordinary 

do 

* Until  lor  so  a service. 


Commanders  of  stations.  Com.  Isaac  Hull,  Med- 
iterranean; Com.  H.  E.  Ballard,  Pacific;  Com. 
John  B.  Nicholson,  coast  of  Brazil:  Cora.  A.  J. 


Dallas,  West  Indies ; Cora.  G.  C.  Read,  East  Indies. 

The  commander  of  the 
Charles  Wilkes. 

exploring  expedition  is  lt- 

Vessels  on  the  stocks. 

DENOMINATION. 

WHERE  BUILDING. 

Ship  of  the  line  - - - 

Frigate 

Two  ships  of  the  line  - 

Frigate 

Two  frigates  - - - - 

Frigate - 

Ship  of  the  line  - - - 
Frigate 

Borismouih.  N.  li. 
do. 

Charlestown. 

de. 

Brooklyn,  New  York. 
Philadelphia. 

Gosport,  Virginia, 
do. 

The  British  navy.  In  looking  over  our  file  of 
late  English  papers,  we  notice  that  the  British  navy 
is  to  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  10,000  seamen 
and  1,000  boys.  Rendezvous  for  their  enlistment 
were  being  opened  at  all  the  sea-port  towns  in  Ire- 
land. This  reminds  us  of  admiral  Collingwood’s 
request  to  the  British  admiralty,  “to  send  me  (him) 
in  all  the  ships  that  come  out,  a number  of  Irish  lads 
from  12  to  16  years  old.  One  hundred  that  joined 
(he  fleet  twelve  months  since,  are  now  good  top- 
men  ” This  plan  we  have  urged  as  a means  to 
supply  our  navy  with  active  and  intelligent  native 
seamen.  [Phila.  U.  S.  Gaz. 

Exploring  expedition.  U.  S.  flag  ship  Vin- 
cennes, at  sea,  lat.  12°  32'  N.  long.  23°  48'  W. 

October  8,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  advise  you  of  our  hav- 
ing progressed  thus  far  on  our  course,  the  Peacock, 
Porpoise,  and  tenders,  in  company,  all  in  good 
health. 

We  have  been  engaged  in  ascertaining  the  true 
positions  of  shoals,  & c.  laid  down  on  the  charts, 
within  our  track,  the  result  of  which  will  be  com- 
municated to  you  on  our  arrival  at  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

We  communicated  with  the  United  States  con- 
sul  at  Port  Praya,  St.  Jago,  in  hopes  of  hearing  of 
the  Relief,  but  without  success,  as  she  had  not  vis- 
ited that  port. 

I am  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, Charles  Wilkes. 

Commanding  exploring  expedition. 
Honorable  James  K.  Paulding, 

secretary  of  the  navy. 


Supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 
Monday,  Jan.  14, 1839.  Pursuant  to  law,  the  court 
met  this  day,  at  12  o’clock.  Present  as  follows: 
The  hon.  Roger  B.  Taney,  chief  justice. 

Joseph  Story, 

Smith  Thompson, 

John  McLean, 

Henry  Baldwin,  V Associate  justices. 
James  M.  Wayne, 

Philip  P.  Barbour, 

John  Catron, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  A.  H.  Dent,  esq.  of 
Maryland,  was  admitted  an  attorney  and  coun- 
sellor of  this  court. 

The  chief  justice  announced  to  the  bar  that  the 
court  would  to-morrow  commence  the  call  of  the 
docket,  under  the  36th  rule. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  11  o’clock. 


Foreign  paupers.  From  the  New  York  Jour- 
nal of  Commerce.  The  almshouse  yesterday  pre- 
sented a scene  well  calculated  to  make  Americans 
more  fully  appreciate  their  own  institutions,  and 
feel  grateful  to  a benign  Providence  for  having 
cast  their  lot  where  none  but  the  idle  and  vicious 
need  be  paupers. 

The  following  persons  arrived  here  by  the  Bri- 
tish barque  Chieftain,  on  Monday,  from  Liverpool, 
and  Were  yesterday  taken  in  a body  to  the  alms- 
house, viz: 

John  Sharp,  14  years  old,  has  been  two  w’eeks  in 
the  poor  house;  Thomas  Reed,  31  years  old,  afflict- 
ed with  the  king’s  evil  seven  years,  and  has  been 
ten  years  in  the  poor  house;  Hugh  Lacky,  23  years 
old,  has  been  five  years  in  the  poor  house;  John 
Devon  16  years  old,  was  ten  years  in  the  poor 
house;  William  Mackay,  15  years  old,  was  four 
years  in  the  poor  house;  James  Lewis,  16  years  old, 
an  idiot;  Thomas  Devon,  13  years  old,  has  been 
nine  years  in  the  poor  house;  Janette  Reynolds, 
grandmother  of  John  Sharp,  aged  E8  years,  was 
three  years  in  the  poor  house;  Mary  Hay,  23  years 
old,  in  the  poor  house  one  year;  Catharine  Steele, 
aged  14,  was  three  years  in  the  poor  house. 

The  majority  of  them  appeared  in  the  uniform  of 
the  poor  house,  in  which  some  of  them  had  spent 
the  greatest  part  of  their  lives.  The  case  was  of 
so  marked  a description,  that  the  commissioners 
considered  it  their  duty  to  inform  the  mayor,  and 
his  honor  immediately  went  to  the  almshouse  and 
examined  into  the  matter.  'From  the  statement  of 
the  paupers  themselves,  it  appeared  that  their  resi- 
dence on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  had  been 
for  a long  time  in  the  poor  house  at  Edinburgh, 
fr  :m  v?hich  they  were  sent  to  Glasgow,  and  from 
Glasgow  to  Liverpool,  and  from  Liverpool  to  New 
York,”and  their  passage  paid  by  the  overseers  of 
the  poor  at  Edinburgh.  Seven  of  them,  as  it  has 
been  shown,  were  boys,  and  out  of  those  seven,  six, 
and  also  the  little  giri,  were  bound  apprentices  to  a 
man  named  Samuel  C.  Johnson,  who  agreed  to 
take  them  to  a farm  in  Upper  Canada.  Johnson 
promised  to  provide  for  the  other  two  male  paupers 
and  the  old  woman.  And  in  confirmation  of  the 
apprenticing  part  of  the  business,  each  of  the  six 
boys  and  the  girl  had  one  part  of  an  indenture. 
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But  as  one  of  the  boys  is  an  idiot,  and  another 
nearly  blind,  and  the  grandmother  loo  old  to  do 
much  work,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  suppose 
that  apprenticing  the  boys  was  a mere  sham  to 
cover  the  real  intention  of  abandoning  the  whole 
batch  to  the  charity  of  the  United  States.  Johnson 
accompanied  them  in  the  passage,  and  according  to 
their  own  account,  they  were  most  cruelly  treated 
in  regard  to  their  food,  which  was  scanty  and  of  the 
most  wretched  description;  and  that  since  their 
arrival  here  they  were  given  nothing  but  bread  and 
water.  Alter  hearing  the  case,  the  mayor  consid- 
ered it  his  duty  to  send  for  Johnson,  and  the  latter 
was  sought  out  and  brought  before  him.  He  denied 
altogether  that  there  was  any  design  to  leave  these 
paupers  a burthen  on  the  United  States,  and  de- 
clared it  to  be  his  intention  to  take  them  forward  to 
Canada;  but  the  wretched  condition  in  which  they 
have  been  found  in  this  city,  added  to  all  the  other 
circumstances  of  the  case,  determined  the  mayor  to 
sift  it  to  the  bottom,  and  he  therefore  made  a tem- 
porary provision  for  the  paupers,  and  ordered  John- 
son to  attend  the  next  day,  when  the  case  will  be 
more  fully  examined. 

From  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

The  foreign  paupers.  Johnson,  who  brought  the 
paupers  here  from  Europe,  waited  yesterday  upon 
the  mayor,  as  did  also  the  captain  and  consignees 
of  the  vessel  in  which  they  came.  His  honor  in- 
formed them  of  the  penalties  they  had  incurred  by 
neglecting  to  bond  or  commute  these  passengers, 
and  showed  that  they  were  sent  here  with  a view 
to  rid  the  poor  house  at  Edinburgh  of  the  expense 
of  maintaining  them  by  throwing  them  upon  the 
United  States.  The  consignees  of  the  vessel  be- 
came so  thoroughly  convinced  that  such  was  the 
case,  that  they  have  pledged  themselves  to  take  all 
these  paupers  back  to  Europe,  and  to  pay  this  city 
whatever  expense  it  has  been  put  to  in  relation  to 
them. 


Rapid  travelling  from  Charleston  to 
New  York.  The  quickest,  safest  and  cheapest  yet. 
The  rapid  advance  ol  the  Wilmington  railroad  to 
completion  has  already  given  the  Portsmouth  route 
to  New  York  a standing  in  public  estimation, 
which  has  .operated  to  the  paralysis,  if  not  total 
overthrow  of  the  sea  lines.  The  connection  of 
the  Portsmouth  road  with  that  to  Wilmington,  N. 
C.  and  thence  with  steamboats  to  Charleston,  is 
moreover  complete,  and  the  travellers  conveyed 
via  Portsmouth  to  New  Yoik  about  half  a day  in 
advance  of  those  who,  diverging  at  the  Roanoke, 
pursue  the  Petersburg  route  to  the  north,  lately  a 
formidable  rival  line.  Starting  at  the  same  hour 
from  Charleston,  they  who-  on  leaving  the  Wil- 
mington road,  take  the  road  to  Portsmouth,  and 
thence  the  bay  boats  to  Baltimore,  reach  New  York 
in  from  31  to  36  hours  from  the  Roanoke,  whilst 
the  remainder  of  the  party  from  Charleston  are  via 
Petersburg,  conveyed  hardly  half  way  between 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia.  Between  the  Roan- 
oke and  Portsmouth,  there  is  no  night  travelling, 
and  of  course  diminished  danger.  The  expenses 
moreover  by  the  cars  and  boat  to  Baltimore,  are 
only  $14  or  14  50,  less  by  two  or  three  dollars  than 
by  the  other  line.  The  prospects  of  the  road  are 
better  than  they  have  been  from  the  commence- 
ment. At  the  south  termination  in  immediate  con- 
nection is  a magnificent  rail  road  hastening  to  com. 
pletion.  Gen.  Owen  having  negotiated  the  two 
million  loan,  the  finishing  stroke  will  in  a few  days 
be  given.  Distant  a few  hours  sail,  not  more  than 
six  at  the  farthest  under  common  obstacles,  from 
the  northern  termination,  is  the  end  of  the  eastern 
shore  rail  road  now  under  contract  its  whole  length, 
and  connecting  with  the  Baltimore  and  Philadel- 
phia road.  This  northern  connecting  link  will  in 
two  years  be  in  full  operation,  and  then  no  road 
in  America  will  have  more  encouragement  than 
ours  to  the  Roanoke.  A single  steamboat  will 
keep  the  connection  between  Portsmouth  and  Tan- 
gier’s bay,  and  a flood  of  travel  will  sweep  via  the 
route  to  Philadelphia  in  nearly  a day  less  than  by 
the  other  route. 

As  at  present  situated,  the  Portsmouth  route 
excels  its  competitor  in  the  requisites  of  speed, 
comfort  and  economy.  Its  future  *'  ‘ 


line  of  boats  to  ply  to  Baltimore.  The  Wilming- 
ton company  having  secured  the  southern  mail, 
will  keep  up  a daily  communication  with  Weldon. 
How  long  will  our  town  and  borough  fail  to  im- 
prove the  advantage?  How  long  will  northern  cap- 
ital be  withheld?  A tri-weekly  train  will  always 
be  sufficient.  [Portsmouth  ( Va.)  Times.] 

Rail  road  switch.  Mr.  John  C.  Past,  a young 
man  of  Morrisville,  Bucks  county,  has  invented  a 
mode  of  changing  the  switch  on  the  “turn  out”  ol 
a rail  road,  by  which  all  accidents  may  be  avoided. 
The  management  is  left  entirely  with  the  engineer 
on  the  engine,  and  not  with  a person  stationed  at 
the  lever,  by  which  the  switch  is  moved.  So  that 
if  the  rail  road  is  in  order,  the  engineer  may  di- 
rect the  train  of  cars  either  way  at  full  speed,  with- 
out the  least  danger  of  accident.  A small  wheel 
disposable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  engineer,  touches 
a bar  before  the  switch  is  reached,  and  immediately 
the  track  is  opened  to  the  direction  desired. 

Mr.  Past  may  be  consulted  in  Morrisville,  where 
we  understand,  he  will  as  soon  as  the  weather  ad- 
mits, lay  down  one  of  his  self-acting  switches. 

[ U.  S.  Gazette. 

Texas.  Houston,  December  29.  Congress  was 
still  in  session  at  Houston.  A bill  to  establish  a 
college  with  the  public  domain,  excited  consi- 
derable discussion  in  the  house.  In  the  senate, 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  Harrisburg,  was  expelled  on  the 
26th,  for  the  use  of  profane  language  in  his  place, 
and  resisting  the  officers  of  the  chamber.  Prepara- 
tions are  still  making  for  the  effectual  protection  of 
the  frontier,  though  the  Indian  difficulties  appear  to 
have  subsided. 

The  murderer  Cook,  from  Mississippi,  has  been 
apprehended  in  Galveston,  and  is  now  confined  at 
that  place. 


very  animated  speech,  approving  the  piocecdings  of 
the  meeting,  the  following  colloquy  took  place  be- 
tween him  and  Dr.  Bunting: 

“Dr.  Bunting.  What  do  you  give?” 

“Mr.  Sands,  What  you  please.”  (Hear,  hear.) 
“Dr.  Bunting.  That  answer  places  me  in  a ra- 
ther difficult  situation.  Shall  I say  £1,000?” 

“Mr.  Sands.  If  you  please.”  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Sands  afterwards  increased  it  to  one  thousand 
guineas. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  the  United 
States  intend  to  celebrate  the  centenary  in  a simi- 
lar manner  with  their  brethren  in  the  old  country. 
The}'  do  not  expect  to  raise  quite  so  large  a sum, 
yet  the  church  fondly  hopes  to  raise  a sufficient 
sum,  to  build  a mission  house  in  this  city. 

[A.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

March  of  steam.  As  the  year  1S33  will  most 
assuredly  form  a remarkable  epoch  in  the  histoiy  of 
steam  navigation,  it  may  not  be  thought  uninter- 
esting to  trace  the  advance  it  has  made  since  the 
year  1814,  when  one  steamboat  of  sixly-nine  tons 
burthen,  floated  in  solitude  on  the  British  waters. 

The  following  authentic  account  of  the  number 
and  tonnage  of  steam  vessels  belonging  to  the  Bri- 
tish empire  (including  the  plantations,)  from  1S14 
to  1836  inclusive,  has  been  politely  supplied  to  us 
by  the  honorable  secretary  of  the  Liverpool  Statis- 


Tke  Wesleyan  centenary.  On  the  7th  of 
November,  a meeting  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
preachers  and  laymen  was  held  at  Manchester, 
England,  and  was  continued  for  three  days,  for  the 
purpose  of  devising  a plan  for  celebrating  the  cen- 
tenary of  Methodism,  the  present  year. 


Year 

Vessels. 

Tonn. 

Year 

Vessels. 

Tonn. 

1814 

2 

416 

1826 

248 

28,958 

1815 

10 

1,633 

1S27 

275 

32,490 

1816 

15 

2,612 

1S28 

293 

32,038 

1817 

19 

3,950 

1829 

304 

32,283 

1818 

27 

6,441 

1830 

315 

33,444 

1819 

32 

6,657 

1831 

347 

37,445 

1820 

43 

7,243 

1832 

380 

41,666 

1821 

69 

10,534 

1833 

415 

45,017 

1S22 

96 

13,125 

1834 

462 

50,736 

1823 

111 

14,153 

1835 

538 

60,520 

1824 

126 

15,739 

1836 

600 

67,969 

1825 

168 

20,287 

The  inscriptions  of  Dighton  Rock  have  been 
to  the  multitude  a matter  of  great  curiosity,  and  to 


Atthis  meetingthere  were  presentseven  ex-presi-  antiquarians  a “stumbling  block,”  tor  centuries. 


among  the  most  enviable 


fortunes  are 

- . in  the  country.  The 

tide  has  set  in  its  favor  and  it  will  go  sweeping  on 
till  the  whole  travel  of  the  south  will  pour  in  °this 
direction.  How  the  matter  is  regarded  by  its  com- 
petitors, may  be  gathered  from  the  advertisement  o! 
the  company. 

Meanwhile  produce  has  been  offered  for  trans- 
portation calling  into  play  ail  the  motive  power, 
and  between  it  and  a liberal  flow  of  travel,  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  road,  have  considerably  exceeded  i's 
disbursements  during  the  season,' lar^e  as  their 
amount  was.  All  this  road  now  wants  is  a daily 


dents  of  the  conference,  viz:  the  rev.  Richard  Reese, 
J.  Eritwistle,  Geo.  Morley,Geo.  Marsden, Dr.  Bunt- 
ing, J.  Taylor  and  E.  Grindrod,  and  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  other  ministers  and  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  societies  in  London,  Manchester,  Sal- 
ford, Liverpool,  Leeds,  Birmingham,  Bristol,  Shef- 
field, Newcastle,  Hull,  York,  Dublin,  &c. 

The  sum  of  forty-five  thousand  pounds  was  sub- 
scribed— about  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Other 
meetings  are  to  be  held  in  different  parts  of  Great 
Biilain,  and  the  total  amount  will  probably  reach 
£80,000.  At  the  meeting  many  resolutions  were 
adopted,  and  many  good  speeches  were  made,  both 
by  the  clergy  and  laity.  The  centenary  is  to  be 
celebrated  by  solemn  public  services  in  all  “the 
chapels,  both  at  home  and  abroad.”  It  was  resol- 
ved, “that  the  money  collected  as  a ‘thank  offering,’ 
be  appropriated  to  the  erection  and  preparation  of 
suitable  premises  for  the  accomodation  of  students 
of  the  Wesleyan  theological  institution,  and  for 
commodious  buildings  in  London  for  the  use  of  the 
Wesleyan  missionary  society.”  It  is  expected  that 
a larger  sum  w ill  be  raised  than  will  be  required  for 
the  purposes  above  named,  and  in  that  case  the  re- 
sidue will  be  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  a mis- 
sion ship  for  forwardi rig  missionaries,  stores, &c.  from 
New  South  Wales  and  Van  Dieman’s  Land  to  the 
mission  stations  in  New  Zealand,  the  Friendly  is- 
lands, Fegee  islands,  and  other  Polynesian  groups. 
The  subscriptions  are  made  payable  in  three  annual 
instalments.  The  time  fixed  for  the  celebration  in 
Liverpool  is  some  day  during  the  session  of  the  next 
conference,  which  will  be  holden  in  that  city,  when 
some  five  hundred  clergymen  will  be  present,  and 
in  all  other  places  where  there  is  a Wesleyan  society, 
the  day  fixed  is  Friday,  the  25th  of  October.  We 
have  before  us  all  the  proceedings  of  this  great 
meeting  at  Manchester.  The  speeches  were  full 
of  interest,  particularly  those  of  Doctor  Bunting 
and  Thomas  Farmer.  The  latter  concluded  a long 
speech  with  the  following  interesting  sentence: — 
“I  approve  of  the  whole  appropriation  clause.  I 
should  not  like  to  fix  the  minimum  of  the  amount 
to  be  raised  at  less  than  £60,000.  I think  we  may 
realise  £100,000,  and  before  I sit  down,  permit 
me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  put  down  my  name  for  one 
thousand  pounds.”  Mr.  Adam  Bealey  followed, 
and  after  a spirited  address,  remarked  that  as  the 
representative  of  his  mother,  he  begged  also  to  sub- 
scribe one  thousand  pounds.  It.  Chappell,  esq. 
follo  wed  with  the  like  sum.  Mr.  James  Hargreaves, 
of  Leeds,  put  down  one  thousand  pounds.  The 
next  speaker  was  Thomas  Sands,  esq.,  formerly  of 
this  city.  After  this  gentleman  had  concluded  a 


Some  have  supposed  that  they  were  the  work  of  the 
Red  men,  w hile  others  are  of  opinion  that  we  are  in- 
debted to  tlie  Northmen  for  these  enigmatical  hiero- 
glyphics. The  society  of  antiquarians  at  Copen- 
hagen, who  have  for  a few  years  past  beeii  busily 
engaged  in  collecting  and  deciphering  musty  Ice- 
landic manuscripts,  have,  it  is  well  known,  publish- 
ed an  elaborate  work,  containing  many  of  these 
ancient  records,  which  leave  but  little  doubt  that 
the  new  world  was  discovered  by  the  hardy  naviga- 
tors of  the  frozen  north  as  early  as  the  eleventh  cen- 
tury; that  colonies  were  established  by  them  in 
what  are  now  the  states  ot  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island,  if  not  other  parts  of  the  continent,  and  that 
Christian  missionaries  from  that  country  proclaimed 
the  gospel  to  these  colonies.  .But  to  return  to  the 
rock.  The  antiquarians  ot1  Copenhagen  have  made 
up  their  minds  that  the  inscriptions  upon  it  were 
carved  by  the  Northmen;  but  governor  Everett  ha3 
satisfied  his  own  mind  that  this  is  not  the  case.  In 
his  lecture  at  the  Warren  street  chapel, on  Tuesday 
evening,  he  stated  that  Mr.  Gatlin,  in  answer  to  a 
question  from  him  (governor  Everett)  whether  he 
had  ever  seen  such  inscriptions  in  the  Indian  coun- 
try, said  that  he  had  seen  hundreds  of  them  on  white 
quartz  rock,  and  that  if  he  had  copied  all  ol  them 
they  would  have  filled  a volume  of  more  than  a 
thousand  pages.  He  had  seen  a high  wall  of  this 
beautiful  rock,  of  some  miles  in  length,  completely 
covered  with  inscriptions  of  preci-ely  the  same 
character  as  those  on  the  Dighton  rock. 

[ Boston  Transcript. 

Benefit  of  i.ife  insurance.  A merchant  of 
this  city,  says  the  Baltimore  American,  who  died 
a few  days  ago,  effected  an  insurance  on  his  life  in 
March  last,  at  the  agency  in  this  city,  of  the  New 
York  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  for  the 
sum  of  $5000,  for  which  he  paid  the  annual  pre- 
mium of  one  hundred  dollars.  He  also  took  out  a 
policy  with  Ihe  Baltimore  Life  Insurance  Compa- 
ny for  the  same  amount.  He  paid  to  each  office 
the  additional  premium  of  fifty ‘dollars  for  the  privi- 
lege of  making  a voyage  to  Asia  and  back.  He 
returned  to  this  city  in  October,  and  died  of  typhus 
fever.  By  this  timely  act  of  prudence,  involving 
an  expense  of  only  three  hundred  dollars,  his  fami- 
ly will,  before  the  expiration  of  this  week,  be  put 
in  possession  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  Lexington  (Ky.)  Intelligencer  complains  of 
the  high  prices  of  sugar,  coffee  and  other  articles, 
the  value  of  which  has  been  increased  100  to  200 
per  cent,  in  consequence  of  their  extreme  scarcity. 
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Miscellaneous  items.  The  legislature  of  Mis- 
souri has  extended  the  gaining  laws  of  that  state,  to 
include  betting  on  elections. 

Lost  manuscripts  of  Napoleon  discovered.  It  is 
said  that  a large  mass  of  letters  and  other  documents, 
the  productions  of  Napoleon  when  between  the  ages 
of  15  and  21,  have  been  recently  discovered  at  Ajac- 
cio, Corsica,  containing  much  curious  matter,  and 
now  preparing  for  publication.  Napoleon’s  “history 
of  the  revolutions  in  Corsica,”  alluded  to  by  Lucien 
in  his  memoirs,  are  supposed  to  constitute  part,  of 
the  collection.  These  manuscripts  were  thought  to 
be  consumed  when  madame  Bonaparte’s  house 
was  burnt  down  by  the  troops  of  Paoli. 

Illinois  improvements.  The  Sangamon  (111.)  Jour- 
nal of  the  15th  ult.  says:  “ We  learn  by  a letter  from 
Yandalia  that  the  Cairo  company  have  effected  a 
loan  of  $500,000  in  England  on  lots  in  Cairo,  (a 
projected  town  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,)  and  that 
they  are  about  to  establish  a bank  at  said  town,  un- 
der a charter  granted  by  the  territorial  government 
for  a bank  at  Kaskaskia.” 

Popular  poison.  When  pure  ardent  spirits  are  ta- 
ken into  the  stomach,  they  cause  irritation,  which  is 
evinced  by  waimth  and  pain  experienced  in  that  or- 
gan; and  next,  inflammation  of  the  delicate  coats  of 
ihis  part,  and  sometimes  of  gangrene.  They  act  in 
the  same  manner  as  poison.  Besides  the  local  inju- 
ry they  produce,  they  act  on  the  nerves  of  the  stom- 
ach which  run  to  the  brain,  and  if  taken  in  large 
quantities,  cause  insensibility,  stupor,  irregular  con- 
vulsive action,  difficult  breathing,  profound  sleep, 
and  often  sudden  death.  The  habitual  use  of  ardent 
spirits  causes  a slow  inflammation  of  the  stomach 
and  liver,  which  proceeds  steadily,  but  js  often  un- 
discovered till  too  late  for  relief. 

[ London  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

A pounce.  As  one  of  the  Centreville  packets  re- 
turned from  Baltimore  on  Sunday  evening  last,  she 
overhauled  a Philadelphia  oyster  boat  aground, 
somewhere  in  Chester  river.  Unluckily  lor  the 
oyster  boat  the  Centreville  packet  had  two  minions 
of  the  law  on  board,  in  the  shape  of  a magistrate  and 
a constable,  (two  very  dangerous  persons  when  ma- 
rauders are  about.)  The  magistrate  issued  his  writ 
forthwith,  and  the  constable  w ith  his  posse  took  the 
oyster  boat  into  possession.  She  had  about  (500 
bushels  of  fine  oysters  on  board.  She  will  be  sold  at 
the  wharf  of  Centreville  in  a few  days. 

\_Centreville  paper. 

The  desideratum  attained.  The  furnace  of  Messrs. 
Bauchman,  Guiteau  & Co.,  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.  is 
now  in  full  blast,  making  iron  from  the  ore,  with 
anthracite  coal  alone  for  fuel. 

Valuable  product.  The  Natchitoches  Herald  says 
that  there  are  at  present  in  the  Red  river  district  of 
Louisiana,  a Jill  half  million  of  dollars  worth  of  cot- 
ton, which  is  ready  to  be  sent  to  market  on  the  first 
rise  of  the  waters. 

Valuable  business  stand.  The  valuable  business 
stand  and  lot  of  ground,  no.  127  Market  street,  be- 
tween 3d  and  4th  street,  20  feet  front  by  132  feet  in 
depth,  subject  to  a ground  rent  of  60  pounds,  was 
sold  on  the  3d  inst.  by  Mr.  Woiberf,  tor  $38,700, 
equal  with  the  ground  rent  to  #41,366  G6. 

[ Philadelphia  paper. 

THE  FRENCH  BLOCKADE  OF  MEXICO. 

The  new  rule  of  blockade  announced  some  short 
time  since,  by  the  commander  of  the  French  squad- 
ron blockading  the  Mexican  coast,— that  vessels  of 
any  nation  found  approaching  that  coast  would  be 
liable  to  capture,  without  having  been  first  ordered 
off,  and  their  papers  endorsed,— has,  as  might  have 
been  expected,  met  with  decided  opposition  on  the 
part  of  mercantile  men  in  Great  Britain.  At  the 
time  of  the  promulgation  of  the  rule,  we  took  oc- 
casion to  express  our  opinion  of  i!s  gross  injustice 
towards  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations,  and  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  same  view  of  the  case  is  ta- 
ken by  some  of  the  highly  respectable  commercial 
bodies  in  the  united  kingdom,  whose  interests  have 
drawn  their  attention  directly  to  the  subject,  and 
who  have  presented  the  following  address  to  the 
British  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs.  We 
copy  it  from  the  New  York  Courier,  and  concur  in 
the  opinion  expressed  by  (he  editor  of  that  journal, 
that  the  position  assumed  in  regard  to  the  unwar- 
rnn'able  character  of  the  French  blockade,  is  un- 
answerable: [Balt.  American. 

, London,  Oct.  31,  1838. 

My  lord:  i he  deputation  Irom  London,  Liver- 
pool, Manchester,  Glasgow  and  Belfast,  who  had 
yesterday  the  honor  of  a conference  with  your 
lordship  on  the  subject  of  the  French  blockade  ol 
Mexico,  ai  e desirous  to  take  the  liberty  ol  drawing 
your  lordship’s  attention  specifically  to  two  points 
connected  with  the  question. 


The  first  relates  to  a question  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions. The  ports  of  Mexico  are  now  under  block- 
ade, and  notice  has  been  given  by  the  French  go- 
vernment to  all  states  trading  with  Mexico  that 
they  are  so.  All  states  are  of  necessity  bound  to 
observe  this  blockade  so  long  as  it  is  an  effective 
one.  But  the  French  blockading  squadron  has 
thought  fit  to  give  notice,  not  only  that  it  will  cap- 
ture all  vessels  attempting  to  break  the  blockade, 
but  that  it  will  consider  all  vessels  proceeding  to- 
wards the  Mexican  ports  as  intending  a breach  of 
the  blockade,  and  v% ill  deal  with  them  accordingly. 

We  submit  to  your  lordship  that  the  French 
blockading  squadron  has  no  right  to  take  this 
ground.  We  humbly  contend  that  British  ships 
have  a right  to  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Mexico,  to 
see  whether  the  blockade  remains  in  force,  and 
whether  it  be  an  effective  blockade.  If  they  find 
the  blockade  still  existing,  they  of  course  make  no 
attempt  to  enter.  But  according  to  the  doctrine 
maintained  by  the  French  blockading  squadron,  no 
ship  has  a right  under  any  circumstances  to  com- 
mence her  voyage  with  a view  to  entering  a Mexi- 
can port.  The  blockade  itself  is  avowed  by  the 
French  government  to  be  but  a temporary  measure 
to  press  forward  the  settlement  of  certain  disputes 
between  the  two  countries.  These  disputes  may 
be  brought  to  a termination  at  any  moment.  Is  it 
reasonable,  we  would  submit,  to  contend  that 
British  merchants  must  wait  until  they  receive  ac- 
tual advice  of  the  cessation  of  the  blockade  before 
they  can  despatch  a vessel  to  Mexico,  whereby 
a vast  loss  of  time  must  ensue,  and  by  consequence, 
a great  and  needless  extension  of  the  injury  al- 
ready sustained  by  British  commerce? 

If  it  should  be  contended  that  the  point  we  urge 
might  lead  to  violation  of  the  blockade,  we  beg 
respectfully  to  reply,  that  if  the  blockade  be  an  ef- 
fective one,  this  cannot  happen.  And  if  it  be  not 
an  effective  blockade,  we  have  a right  to  enter. 
But  according  to  the  doctrine  contended  for  by  the 
French  squadron,  the  mere  notification  of  a block- 
ade would  be  quite  sufficient  to  put  an  end  to  all  in- 
tercourse, however  imperfectly  in  fact  the  block- 
ade itself  might  be  sustained. 

The  point  in  question  has  however  been  solemnly 
argued  in  the  English  courts,  and  it  has  there  been 
decided  that  a vessel  is  justified  in  proceeding  to- 
wards a blockaded  port  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
whether  the  blockade  continued  or  not,  and  that 
such  a proceeding  is  no  violation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions. Lord  chief  justice  Tindal  has  declared  that 
such  an  act  “is  no  ground  for  condemnation  by  the 
law  of  nations,  unless  there  was  an  intention  to 
violate  the  blockade.”  (See  Dalgleish  vs.  Hodg- 
son, Moore  & Payne’s  reports,  fo.  427,  vol.  5.) 
And  that  learned  judge  declares  himself  to  be  sus- 
tained in  this  decision  by  the  authority  of  the 
court  of  king’s  bench,  and  by  that  of  lord  Stowell 
in  the  admiralty  court. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  humbly  submit  to 
your  lordship,  the  expediency  of  an  immediate  un- 
derstanding being  had  with  the  French  govern- 
ment on  this  point,  so  that  the  recognized  princi- 
ples of  international  law  applicable  to  this  case 
may  be  brought  into  action  by  the  French  block- 
ailing  squadron,  and  all  unfriendly  collision  on  that 
account  be  avoided.  And  we  hope,  that  consider- 
ing the  interests  at  stake  we  shall  not  be  asking  too 
much,  in  respectfully  begging  to  be  informed  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment  of  the  view,  which 
her  majesty’s  government  may  think  it  right  to 
take  oi  this  question.  What  we  desire  to  know  is 
w hether  British  ships  on  the  coast  of  Mexico  who 
may  proceed  thither  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
whether  or  not  the  blockade  continues  to  exist, 
will  be  protected. 

Several  vessels  are  now  detained,  waiting  to  have 
this  point  cleared  up,  which  as  your  lordship  will 
therefore  see  is  pressing  and  urgent. 

The  other  point  on  which  we  desire  to  trouble 
your  lordship  is  as  to  the  admission  of  quicksilver 
into  Mexico.  The  French  government  has  refused 
to  permit  the  British  packets  to  continue  to  carry 
this  article  info  the  Mexican  ports,  on  Ihe  ground 
of  its  being  an  article  of  merchandise.  This  inter- 
dict operates  with  most  pressing  severity  on  the 
British  mining  interests  in  Mexico.  Without 
quicksilver  it  is  useless  to  work  the  mines.  There 
afe  no  less  than  seven  large  British  mining  estab- 
lishments in  Mexico,  involving  the  employment  of 
several  millions  sterling  of  British  capital.  Would 
it  seem  unreasonable  to  your  lordship  to  ask  of  the 
French  government  at  once  the  specific  conces- 
sion of  this  point,  namely,  Ihe  permission  to  send 
quicksilver,  as  before,  by  (he  Biitish  packets? 
Seeing  the  manner  in  which  the  exisling  interdict 
presses  upon  the  interests  ol  an  innocent  and  friend- 
ly power. 

We  forbear  at  the  present  moment  to  advert  to 
what  we  took  leave  to  urge  on  your  lordship  yes- 


terday, on  the  general  question  of  the  continuance 
of  this  blockade,  alter  a distinct  offer  on  the  part  of 
Mexico  of  mediation  by  the  British  government. 
We  earnestly  hope  that  the  exertions  which  her 
majesty’s  government  has  made,  and  is  making  to 
bring  it  to  an  amicable  issue  between  the  two  go- 
vernments may  be  successful.  The  interests  in- 
volved are  most  grave  and  extensive.  The  severity 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  French  government  can- 
not be  justified  by  any  precedent  of  modern  times, 
or  by  any  rational  view  of  the  legitimate  protection 
of  its  own  interests.  The  disregard  which  the 
French  government  shews  therein  of  the  reasona- 
ble convenience  of  Great  Britain,  is  a subject  of 
painful  contemplation  to  British  subjects,  who  ne- 
ver complain  when  unavoidable  interruptions  come 
upon  their  commercial  pursuits;  but  who  do  feel 
greatly  aggrieved  by  seeing  themselves  suddenly 
cut  off  from  all  intercourse  with  a state  with  which 
they  hate  such  extensive  relations  under  such  cir- 
cumstances as  those  of  the  "French  blockades  of 
Mexico  and  Buenos  Ayres. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  ray  lord, 

Your  most  faithful  servants, 

(Signed)  J.  D.  POWLES, 

R.  COLESWORTH, 

MARSHALL, 

• ELL  WOOD, 

For  Mexican  association  of  London. 
WILLIAM  VYATSON, 

J.  CAMPBELL, 

W.  H.  TAYLEUR, 

For  Mexican  association  of  Liverpool. 
STANLEY  BLACK, 

E.  LANGWARTHY, 
Chamber  of  commerce,  Manchester. 
JNG.  CURELL, 

FENTON, 

Chamber  of  commerce,  Belfast. 
DAVID  FERGUSON, 
WILLIAM  GRAHAM, 
SOB.  HENDERSON, 
McDOUGALL, 

Chamber  of  commerce,  Glasgow. 

LAW  CASES. 

The  Presbyterian  assemblies.  From  the 
Philadelphia  United  States  Gazette. 

The  common  wealth  of  Penn’a.'j 
ex  relationis  of  the  lion.  James  | In  (lie  supreme 
Tcdd  and  others,  | court  of  Penti’a. 

vs.  | Eastern  dist.  quo. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Ashbel  Green  | warranto, 
and  others.  J 

This  is  the  suit  in  which  the  rights  of  ihe  two 

general  assemblies  of  the  presbijterian  church  are  in- 
volved, and  which  was  not  allowed  any  preference 
at  the  last  nisi  prius. 

On  the  27th  December,  1838,  Josiali  Randall  for 
the  relators,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given  by  him 
to  the  opposite  party,  asked  of  the  court  to  give 
the  above  case  a preference,  by  placing  it  at  the 
head  of  the  list.  Mr.  Randall  stated  that  this  case 
involved  more  property,  and  had  enlisted  more 
feeling  among  a great  number  of  people,  than  pro- 
bably any  suit  that  had  ever  been  litigated — that 
aged  witnesses  were  compelled  to  come  from  the 
most  distant  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
he  would  submit  fo  (he  court,  whether  in  this  ex- 
ercise of  their  sound  judgment,  a special  day  should 
not  be  assigned  for  the  trial  of  this  case. 

Mr.  R.  named  the  earliest  day,  the  first  day  of  the 
nisi  prius,  viz:  the  third  Monday  in  February  next. 

Chief  justice  Gibson  inquired  whether  there  was 
any  objection  to  the  proposition. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Hubbell.on  the  behalf  of  the  defend- 
ants, stated  that  he  was  instructed  by  them  to  join 
in  this  request,  that  as  counsel  in  other  cases,  he 
would  prefer  a special  day  being  assigned  for  tile 
trial  of  the  case,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  other 
cases;  that  he  had  proposed  to  the  opposite  party 
to  join  in  an  application  to  the  legislature  to  fix  a 
day. 

Mr.  Randal]  slated  he  preferred  an  application 
to  the  court  to  any  other  mode,  because  they  could 
appoint  a day  to  suit  their  own  convenience. 

Chief  justice  Gibson  said,  let  Ihe  day  mentioned 
by  the  counsel  for  the  relators  be  assigned  ior  this 
case.  * 

On  Saturday,  the  29th  ult.,  Mr.  Hubbell  stated 
that  he  wished  the  first  day  of  the  second  period, 
viz:  the  first  Monday  in  March  next  substituted  for 
the  day  ordered  by  the  court;  there  were  several 
reasons  for  this  change;  among  others,  the  defend- 
ants could  not  have  Ihe  assislance  of  Mr.  John 
Sergeant,  now  in  congress,  unless  the  day  were 
altered. 

Messrs.  Randell  and  Meredith  said  they  did  not 
oppose  the  change;  they  only  desired  a fair  and  im- 
partial trial,  and  hoped  every  facility  would  be  ren- 
dered to  the  opposite  part}-.  If  (he  day  were 
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ci'.  ing  . they  wished  it  understood  that  if  the  case 
should  occupy  more  than  tile  t«o  weeks  that  would 
then  remain  of  the  tinie  assigned  for  the  nisi  prius, 
that  the  case  would  not  be  adjourned,  but  would 
be  continued  till  it  was  finished. 

C.  justice  Gibson.  You  shall  have  this  indul- 
gence, and  the  first  Monday  in  March  is  assigned — 
so  Monday,  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  is  fixed  for 
the  trial  of  this  case. 

Important  decision.  The  following  report  of 
a case  recently  tried  in  the  circuit  court  for  the 
Maryland  district,  settles  a principle  of  considera- 
ble importance  to  the  importing  merchants  of  the 
country. 

Peabody,  Riggs,  Sc  Co.,  j In  the  circuit  court  of 
vs.  ^United  States  for  the 

William  Frick,  collector  of  ( Maryland  district',  No- 
Baltimore.  J vember  term,  1838, 

before  chief  justice  Taney  and  judge  Heath,  district 
judge. 

' This  suit  was  brought  to  recover  back  the  duties 
paid  by  the  plaintiff's  to  the  defendant  upon  an  im- 
portation of  worsted  hearth  rugs.  The  plaintiffs 
contended  that  the  goods  were  duty  free.  In  the 
progress  of  the  cause,  the  court  gave  the  following 
instructions: 

1st.  It  is  admitted  that  the  hearth  rugs  in  ques- 
tion are  made  entirely  of  worsted,  except  that  linen 
threads'  are  used  to  sew  together  certain  portions 
of  them — and  also  that  worsted  is  made  out  of 
wool  by  combing,  and  thereby  becomes  a distinct 
article  well  known  in  commerce  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  worsted. 

It  is  also  admitted  that  the  rugs  were  charged 
with  duty  as  a manufacture  of  wool,  and  that  the 
duty  charged  was  paid  by  the  plaintiffs,  with  a pro- 
test against  the  legality  of  the  charge.  It  was  de- 
cided by  the  supreme  court,  in  the  case  of  Elliott 
vs.  Swartwout,  that  goods  made  of  worsted  are  not 
manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  is  the  com- 
ponent part  within  the  meaning  of  the  words,  “all 
other  manufactures  of  wools  ef  which  wool  is  a 
component  part,”  in  the  second  'clause  of  the  se- 
cond section  of  the  act  of  congress  of  July  14, 1S32. 

This  decision  is  conclusive  upon  this  part  of  the 
controversy,  and  the  court  therefore  instruct  the 
jury  that  the  rugs  in  question  were  not  chargeable 
with  duty  as  a mannufacture  of  wool,  or  of  which 
wool  is  a component  part. 

2d.  If  the  jury  find  from  the  evidence  that  the 
hearth  rugs  in  question  were  at  the  time  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  of  congress  of  March  2d,  1833,  ch. 
994,  well  known  in  commerce  by  the  denomination 
of  “ icorsted  si vff  goods,”  then  they  were  entitled 
to  be  admitted  to  entry  free  from  duty,  and  the  plain- 
tiffs are  in  that  case  entitled  to  recover  back  from 
the  defendant  the  whole  amount  of  the  duty  they 
have  paid. 

3d.  But  if  the  jury  find  that  the  rugs,  at  the 
time  above  mentioned,  were  not  generally  known 
in  commerce  as  “ worsted  stuff  goods,”  then  they 
were  liable  to  the  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem, imposed  by  the  25th  clause  of  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  1832,  as  a non-enumerated  article, 
and  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  recover  back  the 
ditference  between  that  amount  of  duty  and  the 
sum  paid  to  the  defendant. 

The  jury  found  a verdict  for  the  plaintiffs  for  the 
whole  amount  claimed  by  them.  A motion  for  a 
new  trial  was  made  by  the  district  attorney,  and, 
after  argument,  was  overruled. 

John  Glenn,  esq.,  for  the  plaintiffs,  Nathaniel 
Williams,  esq.,  district  attorney,  for  the  defendant. 

The  following  principles,  deduced  from  the  trial 
of  a case  before  the  supreme  court  at  its  last  ses- 
sion in  Worcester,  Mass.,  are  worthy  of  note: 

The  payment  of  a negotiable  note  before  it  is 
due,  will  not  discharge  any  such  note  unless  the 
possession  of  it  accompanies  the  payment.  And 
if  the  holder  after  receiving  such  payment  transfer 
it  to  a third  person,  he  may  recover  the  amount 
from  the  maker. 

So  if  the  holder  of  a note  endorse  it  in  blank  to 
a third  person  in  pledge,  and  after  redeeming  the 
same,  the  pledgee  not  having  delivered  back  the 
note,  were  to  receive  payment  ol  the  maker,  but 
should  not  deliver  the  note  to  the  maker,  the 
pledger,  as  the  bona,  fide  holder  of  the  note,  might 
recover  the  same  of  the  maker  when  due. 

In  the  currency  of  bills  of  exchange,  the  posses- 
sion of  the  paper  carries  a credit  with  it  so  that 
a purchaser  without  possession  cannot  recover  it 
as  against  a bona  fide  holder. 

The  principles  of  law  securing  the  currency  of  bills 
of  exchange  are  designed  to  protect  the  holder  of  such 
paper  only  when  taken  in  the  course  of  business. 

If  the  maker  of  a note  pay  it  before  it  falls  due, 
be  must  see  to  it,  (hat  the  person  to  whom  he  makes 
payment  is  entitled  to  receive  the  money. 


FREE  BANKING  LAW  IN  GEORGIA. 

The  leading  provisions  of  the  free  banking  law 
passed  at  the  recent  session  of  the  legislature,  are 
thus  condensed  in  the  Charleston  Courier: 

“A  circulating  medium,  in  the  similitude  of 
bank  notes,  in  blank,  to  be  provided  by  the  comp- 
troller general,  and  two  commissioners,  (to  lie 
elected  at  each  session  of  the  legislature,)  to  be 
countersigned,  numbered,  and  registered  by  such 
person  or  persons  as  the  comptroller  and  commis- 
sioners shall  appoint.  This  circulating  medium  to 
be  delivered  to  any  person  or  association  of  per- 
sons for  the  purpose  of  banking,  to  an  equal  amount 
with  the  value  of  stock  or  bonds  transferred  on  the 
legal  transfer  to  the  comptroller  and  commissioners. 
1.  Of  stocks  of  the  United  States,  the  state  of 
Georgia,  and  such  other  states  of  the  United  States 
as  shall  be  approved  by  those  officers,  to  be  or  to 
be  made  to  be  equal  to  state  stock,  producing  five 
per  cent,  per  annum,  and  not  to  be  taken  at  a rate 
above  or  below  par — the  bills  or  notes  thus  secured 
to  be  stamped  on  their  laces,  “secured  by  the 
pledge  of  public  stocks.”  2.  Of  bonds  and  mort- 
gages, on  unincumbered  lands  within  the  state, 
worth,  independently  of  the  buildings  thereon,  at 
least  double  the  amount  for  which  they  are  mort- 
gaged, bearing  at  least  six  per  cent,  interest,  annu- 
ally, or  semi-annually — bills  or  notes  thus  secured 
to  be  stamped  “secured  by  pledge  of  real  estate.” 
3.  Of  bonds  and  mortgages  for  lands,  or  town  pro- 
perty, or  negroes,  of  fourfold  the  value  of  the  bills 
or  notes  received,  provided  such  property  be  in- 
sured, if  liable  to  injury  or  destruction  from  fire, 
and  provided  that  the  negro  property  ottered  do  not 
exceed  one  half  of  the  whole  amount  of  suclt  bills 
or  notes — which,  when  thus  secured,  are  to  be 
stamped,  “ secured  by  pledge  of  real  and  personal 
property.”  The  bills  or  notes  thus  delivered  to 
persons  or  associations,  to  be  executed  and  signed 
by  (hem,  and  made  obligatory  promissory  notes, 
payable  on  demand,  at  their  respective  places  of 
business  within  the  state,  and  to  be  loaned  and 
circulated  by  them  as  money,  according  to  the 
usages  of  banking.  On  failure  to  redeem  such 
bills  or  notes,  on  demand,  at  the  places  of  business 
during  the  usual  hours  of  business,  in  gold  or  silver 
coin,  of  (he  standard  value  of  the  United  States, 
the  holder  is  authorized  to  have  the  same  protested; 
and  the  comptroller  and  commissioners,  on  receiv- 
ing and  filing  the  protest,  to  give  notice  in  writing 
to  the  maker  or  makers  to  redeem  the  same,  and  if 
lie  or  they  omit  to  do  so  for  sixty  days  after  such 
notice,  the  comptroller  and  commissioners  (unless 
satisfied  of  a legal  defence  to  such  notes)  to  give 
notice  immediately  in  the  Milledgevjlle  papers, 
that  all  the  circulating  notes  issued  by  such  per- 
sons or  associations  will  be  redeemed  out  of  the 
trust  funds  in  their  hands,  and  to  apply  the  same 
in  payment  of  the  protested  notes,  with  costs  of 
protest,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  for  the  payment 
of  all  circulating  notes  of  such  defaulters  as  will, 
in  their  opinion,  prevent  loss  to  the  holders.  The 
dividends  on  stock  and  interest  on  bonds  to  be  re- 
ceived by'  those  pledging  them,  unless  default  be 
made  in  redemption  of  their  notes  as  aforesaid,  or 
the  comptroller  anil  commissioners  deem  the  secu- 
rity insufficient.  No  shareholder  in  any  such  asso- 
ciation to  be  liable  in  his  individual  capacity  for 
the  engagements  of  the  association,  unless  so  spe- 
cified in  the  articles  of  association.  No  suclt 
association  to  be  organized  for  a longer  term  than 
twenty  years,  but  each  to  have  the  right  to  re- 
organize at  the  expiration  of  its  term,  under  any 
law'  then  of  force  on  the  subject.  Various  pro- 
visions, some  of  them  highly  penal,  are  contained 
in  the  act,  for  the  examination  of  the  affairs  of 
these  banking  persons  and  associations,  and  for  the 
security  of  the  stoclc,  bonds,  and  property  pledged 
by  them,  and  the  faithful  application  of  the  same 
to  secure  the  circulating  medium  created  by  the 
act.” 


DEPOSITES  IN  THE  U.  S.  BANK  OF  PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 

In  senate,  December  27,  1S3S. 

The  Chair  presented  the  following  report  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  in  compliance  with  a re- 
solution of  the  senate,  in  relation  to  deposites  in  the 
United  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania;  and  the  sale 
and  payment  of  its  deposites. 

Treasury  department ,, 

December  24,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  this  report  in 
compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  senate  on  the 
19th  instant,  a copy  of  which  is  annexed. 

The  resolution  calls  for  information  concerning 
deposites  in  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylva- 
nia; the  sale  of  its  third  bond;  the  payment  of  its 
second  one;  and  various  olle  r matters  supposed  to 
be  connected  with  those  subjects. 


The  transactions  between  the  treasury  and  the 
United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  which  seem 
to  he  the  general  object  of  these  inquiries,  have 
been  as  follows: 

1st.  The  sale  to  that  institution  of  the  stock  held 
by  the  government  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
in  pursuance  of  a law  passed  for  that  purpose;  an 
account  of  which  has  been  long  since  laid  before 
congress. 

2d.  The  receipt  of  payment  from  the  United 
States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  for  two  of  its  bonds 
about  the  time  they  became  due,  and  which  where 
given  for  that  stock. 

3d.  Collections  made  by  that. bank  for  the  United 
States,  in  part  payment  for  their  demands  against 
the  old  Bank  of  Columbia,  from  which  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Slates  had  taken  security  for  itself  and 
for  the  United  States  many  years  ago,  and  to  the 
performance  of  which  trust  the  United  Slates  Bank 
of  Pennsylvania  had  succeeded. 

4th . The  payment  by  the  latter  bank  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  the  sum  of  $‘300,000  in  money  and 
$59,000  in  treasury  notes,  in  behalf  of  and  at  the 
instance  of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  in  discharge  for 
so  much  of  its  indebtedness  to  the  United  States. 

5th.  The  sale  to  the  United  States  Bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania of  the  third  bond  due  from  it  to  the  United 
States  in  execution  of  the  act  of  the  last  session  au- 
thorizing it. 

With  these  exceptions,  there  have  not  been  deal- 
ings of  any  description  between  this  department  and 
the  United  Slates  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  from  its 
establishment  to  the  present  day.  No  collecting  or 
disbursing  officer  has  ever  been  directed  by  this  de- 
partment to  make  any  deposite  whatever  in  said 
bank,  nor  has  any  money  been  placed  by  the  said 
bank  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States  or  of  this  department,  or,  to  my  knowledge, 
of  any  of  its  officers,  except  the  avails  of  the  trans- 
actions specifically  referred  to  above;  and,  on  the 
details  of  which,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  present 
subject,  full  information  is  given  in  the  correspon- 
dence and  tabular  statements  annexed. 

The  sale  of  the  third  bond  of  the  United  States 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania  to  that  institution,  concern- 
ing which  a more  special  inquiry  is  made  in  the  re- 
solution, was  effected  under  the  lollowing  circum- 
j stances.  Before  the  passage  of  the  law  authorizing 
it,  an  application  was  made  to  the  department  by 
the  bank  to  anticipate  the  payment  of  a portion  of 
the  debt  due  from  it  to  the  United  States  upon  -cer- 
tain terms  proposed  by  its  agent.  This  application 
tailed  of  effect,  because  the  bank  was  dissatisfied 
with  the  conditions  as  to  the  kind  ofcurrency  to  be 
paid,  which  were  prescribed  by  the  department. 
The  correspondence  upon  that  subject  is  consider- 
ed to  be  embraced  within  the  call  of  the  senate, 
and  is  hereunto  annexed.  Apprehending  that  the 
resources  of  the  treasury  would  riot  in  the  then  de- 
ranged state  of  the  business  and  currency  of  the 
country,  with  certain  imperfections  that  existed  in 
the  laws  as  to  treasury  notes,  be  sufficient  to  satisfy 
the  appropriations  made  by  congress,  the  president, 
some  months  before  the  adjournment  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, specially  invited  the  attention  of  both  houses 
to  the  necessity  of  further  provision  for  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  public  service. 

An  act  was  afterwards  passed,  authorizing  an 
issue  of  new  treasury  notes  instead  ofthe  old  ones 
paid  in  during  the  year.  It  becoming  obvious,  that 
this  measure  would  not  of  itself  be  sufficient  under 
the  large  appropriation  contemplated,  a bill  was  also 
reported,  allowing  the  sale  of  Ihe  3d  and  4th  bonds 
held  by  (he  government  against  the  bank.  The 
bill,  as  reported  and  finally  passed,  contained  a re- 
striction limiting  the  sale  to  “the  par  value  of  the 
bond  sold  at  the  time  of  sale,  calculated  according 
to  the  rules  for  estimatingthe  par  value  of  securities 
upon  which  interest  has  run  for  a time,  but  which 
securities  have  not  reached  maturity,”  and  it  con- 
ferred on  the  department  no  authority  to  enter  into 
any  guarantee  by  the  United  States  of  the  ultimate 
payment  of  the  bonds.  Apprehensive  that  it  would 
be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  effect  a sale  of  the 
bonds  or  of  either  of  them  upon  these  terms,  the 
department,  whilst  the  bill  was  pending,  opened  a 
correspondence  to  ascertain  whether  the  same  could 
probably  be  accomplished,  if  the  bill  became  a law. 
This  correspondence  is  annexed.  The  replies 
strengthened  the  apprehension  before  entertained 
by  the  depaitment,  and  the  result  was  communica- 
ted to  the  chairman  of  the  financial  committees  ofthe 
two  bouses  before  the  final  action  of  congress  upon 
the  bill. 

But  the  bill  afterwards  became  a law  without  any 
alteration  in  the  terms  or  any  guarantee  to  be  given, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  The  appropria- 
tions actually  made,  having  proved  to  be  unusually 
great,  and  the  expenditures  anticipated  during  the 
two  next  ensuing  months  being  much  larger  iu 
amount  than  the  immediate  means  which  the  depart- 
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ment  would  expect  to  derive  in  money  from  other 
sources  within  those  months,  I at  once  addressed 
letters  to  bankers  of  the  United  States  at  London, 
and  to  our  minister  at  Paris,  requesting  that  mea- 
sures might  be  taken,  withoutdelay,  to  obtain  offers 
for  those  bonds,  if  possible,  from  capitalists  in  Eu- 
rope. To  these,  answers  were  received  in  due 
season,  stating  that  from  the  short  time  the  bonds 
had  to  run,  the  absence  of  the  guaranty  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  their  eventual  payment  and  other 
causes,  no  sale  could  probably  be  effected  of  them 
either  in  London  or  Paris  within  the  limits  fixed  by 
law.  In  the  meantime,  however,  finding,  that  the 
demands  for  the  public  service  during  the  month  of 
June,  had  exceeded  four  and  a half  millions,  and 
expecting  as  the  fact  turned  out  to  be,,  that  they 
would  equal  about  seven  millions  in  July  and  Au- 
gust, and  finding,  also,  that  the  available  balance  in 
the  treasury,  applicable  to  general  purposes,  and 
subject  to  draft,  fell  below  $1,000,000,  and  that 
payments  were  making  at  times  in  new  treasury 
notes,  which  could  not  be  rendered  at  all  available, 
I consider'd  it  necessary  to  effect  a sale  of  at  least 
one  of  the  bonds  at  an  earlier  day  than  advices 
could  be  received,  and  any  proceeds  realized  from 
Europe.  Particular  inquiry  was,  therefore,  institu- 
ted in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  elsewhere,  con- 
cerning the  probability  of  selling  soon  one  or  more 
of  the  bonds,  and  also  a public  advertisement  was 
issued,  inviting  proposals  generally  for  their  pur- 
chase. 

The  result  was,  that  from  the  abundance  of  state 
stocks  in  the  market,  at  very  reduced  prices,  the 
lower  rate  at  which  other  securities  of  the  bank 
were  selling,  and  the  want  of  a guarantee  by  the 
United  States,  the  sale  was  found,  with  the  excep- 
tion hereafter  stated,  to  be  wholly  impracticable  in 
this  country,  and  was  expected  to  be  so  abroad, 
under  the  conditions  prescribed  in  the  act.  Indeed, 
no  bids  were  at  any  time  made  for  either  of  the 
bonds,  in  conformity  to  those  conditions,  except  that 
of  Charles  Macalister,  esq.  of  Philadelphia,  who 
offered  to  purchase  both  of  them  within  the  terms 
of  the  law.  In  answer  to  some  other  particular  in- 
quiries on  this  point,  I would  observe,  that  the  pur- 
chase money  for  the  bond  which  was  sold,  “was 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  on  the  books  of 
the  bank,”  the  1st  day  of  August,  1833. 

“The  terms  on  which  if  was  negotiated”  were  at 
the  par  value  of  the  bond  at  that  time,  computing 
it  under  the  limitations  prescribed  in  the  act  o! 
congress,  and  the  payment  was  expressly  stipulated 
to  be  made  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  and  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  in  special  deposite  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  department 
hoping  it  might  be  able  to  get  through  the  year 
without  the  sale  of  more  than  one  bond,  provided 
the  second  one,  due  in  September,  was  paid  punctu- 
ally, and  in  money,  rather  than  new  treasury  notes, 
not  reissuable;  and  if  disappointed  in  this,  that  it 
might  soon  have  abetter  offer  from  abroad,  conclud- 
ed the  sale  unconditionally  of  only  one  bond.  But 
it  rnky  be  proper  here  to  notice  the  circumstance, 
that  as  no  other  offer  has  since  been  received  in  this 
country  or  Europe,  to  purchase  either  of  the  bonds 
for  cash  within  the  terms  of  the  act,  and  as  it  will 
probably  be  found  necessary  to  sell  the  other  bond 
during  the  present  year,  embarrassment  may  arise 
in  effecting  the  sale  within  those  terms,  except  to 
the  bank  itself,  unless  congress  authorize  the  guar- 
antee to  be  given  of  its  eventual  payment.  In- 
deed, it  will  be  perceived,  from  these  remarks  and 
the  annexed  correspondence,  that  the  authority  to 
make  sale  of  the  remaining  bond,  as  limited  in  the 
present  law,  if  continued  without  alteration,  will,  in 
effect,  as  it  has  done  already,  amount  to  a direction 
to  sell  the  same  when  necessary,  to  (he  United 
States  bank.  The  likelihood  of  offers  from  other 
quarters  to  buy  it,  is  no  greater  now  than  hereto- 
fore. 

Enquiry  is  next  made  as  to  the  “particulars  of 
any  understanding  or  agreement,  that  tile  proceeds 
of  the  same  should  be  left  in  deposite  with  the  said 
bank,  until  wanted  in  the  ordinary  disbursements  of 
the  government.” 

These  particulars,  as  shown  in  the  letters  annex- 
ed, were,  that  the  bank  should,  without,  expense  or 
cost  to  the  United  States,  hold  this  money  in  spe- 
cial deposile  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer,  till  the 
same  was  wanted  for  the  public  service,  and  should 
then  pay  his  various  drafts,  as  presented,  without 
any  charges  to  the  treasury. 

The  department  being  deprived  of  its  usual  de- 
positories, and  the  sum  being  very  large,  these  sti- 
pulations were  readily  assented  to.  To  avoid  the 
payment  of  the  bond  that  was  to  fall  due  on  the  1st 
of  October,  being  made  in  new  treasury  notes,  not 
reissuable,  nor  available  in  any  way  to  discharge 
appropriations,  and  which  event  was  apprehended 
by  the  department,  the  written  agreement  was 
made  with  the  bank,  which  will  be^found  amonc 


the  documents,  stipulating  among  other  things,  for 
the  payment  of  that  bond  on  drafts  to  the  public 
creditors,  and  in  specie  or  its  equivalent.  This, 
though  collateral  to  the  sale  of  the  other  bonds,  was 
a part  of  the  same  negotiation. 

It  was  very  clear  at  the  time,  and  has  been  con- 
firmed by  subsequent  events,  that  the  payment  by 
the  bank  of  its  bond  in  such  treasury  notes,  and  a 
failure  to  make  that  arrangement  the  only  practica- 
ble one  for  the  sale  of  the  third  bond,  would  render 
either  a special  call  of  congress  or  a suspension  of 
payment  of  some  of  the  demands  upon  the  treasury 
inevitable.  The  department  did  not  feel  itself  at 
liberty  to  hesitate  in  deciding  between  an  exposure 
of  the  public  service  to  either  of  those  extremities, 
by  insisting  upon  having  the  whole  of  these  large 
sums  of  money  paid  at  one  time,  and  placed  else- 
where in  other  suitable  depositories,  if  any  could 
be  found  in  the  present  imperfect  state  of  the  law, 
or  a consent  to  leave  them  in  the  hands  of  the  pub- 
lic debtor  until  they  were  actually  wanted,  and  then 
to  draw  for  them,  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  when 
and  where  the  public  service  required.  Especially 
could  the  department  not  hesitate,  when  this  course 
was  not  injurious  to  that  service,  and  it  was  unable 
at  the  time  to  withdraw  those  funds,  except  by  the 
debtor’s  voluntary  consent. 

With  regard  to  the  other  inquiry  under  this  head, 
as  to  “what  understanding  or  arrangement,  if  any, 
has  taken  place  respecting  the  benefit  which  might 
accrue  to  the  bank  in  the  transfer  of  money  it  would 
make  to  distant  places  on  account  of  the  govern- 
ment,” I would  remark  that  no  such  understanding 
or  agreement  existed  on  the  side  of  this  depart- 
ment, in  respect  to  the  third  bond,  when  the  sale 
was  effected. 

But  soon  after  this  was  done,  being  appriseii  that 
the  bank  entertained  an  impression,  derived  from 
some  communications  between  it  and  the  war  de- 
partment, and  perhaps  from  the  correspondence  in 
April  last,  before  referred  to,  that  the  money  would 
chiefly  be  required  for  military  purposes,  in  sums 
of  about  a half  a million  monthly,  at  certain  points 
convenient  to  the  war  department,  as  had  been  sug- 
gested in  communications  with  olhers,  and  that  an 
expectation  existed  with  the  bank  that  the  money 
would  mostly  be  called  for  at  lliose  points,  I entered 
into  an  arrangement  to  meet  this  expectation.  Such 
a course  appeared  to  be  required  by  a proper  re- 
gard to  equitable  considerations,  and,  while  opera- 
ting, it  is  supposed,  in  some  respects  beneficially  to 
the  bank,  was  at  the  same  time  not  prejudicial  to  the 
treasury;  but,  in  connection  with  the  arrangement 
made  as  to  the  earlier  times  and  convenient  places  of 
paying  the  second  bond,  proved  highly  conducive 
topromptilude  and  efficiency  in  the  public  service. 

In  relation  to  another  inquiry,  concerning  “the 
period  when  the  sum  of  $1,600,000,  in  part  pay- 
ment of  the  second  bond  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  Ihe  treasurer,”  I 
state  that  $S00,()()0  was  placed  to  his  credit  on  the 
15th  day  of  August,  and  $800,000  more  on  the  15th 
September  1838.  As  to  Ihe  “nature  of  the”  whole 
agreement  on  that  subject,  I reply  that  it  will  be 
found  in  the  correspondence  annexed. 

The  substance  of  it  was  that  about  one-third  of 
the  amount  of  the  bond  should  be  paid  in  the  middle 
of  August,  one-third  in  the  middle  of  September, 
and  the  other  third  in  (he  middle  of  October,  as 
these  periods  and  amounts  of  payment  were  deem- 
ed likely  to  promote  the  convenience  of  the  trea- 
sury, if  not  of  both  parties,  better  than  to  pay  the 
whole  large  sum  of  near  two  and  a half  millions  at 
once  at  the  close  of  the  month  of  September.  It 
was  further  stipulated  that  interest  should  cease  on 
each  of  the  instalments  thus  paid  on  the  day  they 
were  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer,  and  made 
subject  to  his  draft.  As  the  money  was  wanted  at 
different  points  to  meet  the  public  expenditures 
near  them,  the  drafts  of  the  treasurer  on  the  bank, 
payable  at  those  several  points,  were  engaged  to  be 
met  there  with  promptitude,  and  in  specie  or  its 
equivalent. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  as  to  “the  aggregate 
balance  standing  weekly  to  the  credit  of  the  trea- 
surer in  (he  bank  of  the  United  States,  its  branches 
or  agencies,  whether  subject  to  dyaftor  not,  as  well 
as  the  weekly  aggregate  balance  in  the  treasury, 
from  the  time  the  first  deposite  was  made  in  the  said 
bank  of  moneys  arising  from  the  payment  or  sale 
of  its  bonds  up  to  the  present  period,”  a state- 
ment is  annexed,  which  gives  the  particulars  re- 
quested. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add,  in  connection  with  these 
balances,  that,  between  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  and  August,  1838,  the  receipts  for  duties, 
except  after  May  last,  at  New  York  and  east  of  it, 
were  not  in  any  considerable  degree  in  money,  and 
hence  were  not  often  to  be  drawn  for  or  deposited 
anywhere.  Besides  what  was  in  the  United  States 
bank  and  the  mint,  the  money  in  the  treasury  from 


April  to  September,  which  was  subject  to  draft  and 
available  for  general  purposes,  is  believed  to  have 
been  sometimes  less  than  $200,000,  and  seldom  to 
have  equalled-a  million. 

Deprived  as  the  department  was  of  most  of  its 
general  depositories  since  the  spring  of  1837,  and 
without  any  specific,  well  guarded  system  instead 
oi  them,  having  been  provided  by  law,  the  drafts  of 
the  treasurer,  when  any  money  was  collected,  as  it 
has  been  largely  since  the  more  general  resumption 
of  specie  payments  in  August,  were,  therefore,  di- 
rected to  be  drawn  first  on  those  collectors  and  re- 
ceivers who  had  no  bank  of  general  deposite,  and 
resided  near  the  place  of  disbursement. 

In  this  way  most  of  the  funds  in  the  hands  of 
collectors  and  receivers  have  been  drawn  for  ear- 
liest, or  the  amount  in  their  hands  kept  low  by  de- 
posites  inappropriate  banks,  while  in  general,  little 
has  been  drawn  from  any  banks,  except  what  was 
from  time  to  time  needed  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

Consequently  their  aggregate  balances  have 
changed  slowly  in  amount.  " But  the  funds  due  from 
the  United  Slates  bank,  and  allowed  to  remain 
there  till  wanted,  being  frequenlly  needed  at  points 
where  ihe  money  held  by  the  collectors  and  re- 
ceivers was  small,  have  been  drawn  for  more  rapid- 
ly than  those  in  most  other  banks.  Indeed,  on  the 
17th  instant,  they  had  been  drawn  for  to  an  amount 
equal  to  the  whole  of  the  third  bond  sold,  and  all  of 
the  second  bond  afterwards  paid,  except  $1,2S2,317, 
leaving  still  subject  to  draft  only  that  balance,  and 
the  amount  of  $300,000  which  it  assumed  to  pay  to 
the  United  States  for  the  Bank  of  Kentucky. 

Information  is  also  desired  in  tile  resolution  con- 
cerning “ all  the  branches  or  agencies  of  the  said 
bank  of  the  United  States,  on  which  the  treasury 
department  has  drawn  drafts,  the  amount  of  public 
money  directed  to  be  placed  at  each,  and  of  the 
dralts  severally  drawn  on  them,  and  the  rates  of 
exchange  between  Philadelphia  and  each  of  the 
places  to  which  sums  were  ordered  to  be  trans- 
ferred.” 

All  the  drafts  drawn  on  any  funds  in  the  United 
States  bank  have  been  drawn  on  the  bank  itself. 
But  in  cases  where  the  disbursement  was  to  be 
made  near  the  points  heretofore  mentioned,  as  ar- 
ranged for  partial  payments,  the  drafts  have,  by  a 
memorandum  attached  to  them,  been  made  pay- 
able at  those  points  by  the  persons  or  local  banks, 
previously  designated  lor  that  purpose  to  the  trea- 
surer by  ihe  United  Slates  bank.  A schedule  is  an- 
nexed of  the  points  or  places  of  payments;  tire 
amount  of  moneys  agreed  to  be  paid  at  each  of  those 
points;  the  persons,  agents,"  or  banks,  indicated  at 
each,  and  tire  amount  of  drafts  already  drawn  on 
each. 

It  will  be  seen  that  at  several  of  them  the  whole 
sums  have  been  drawn  for,  and  the  residue  will 
probably  be  needed  in  a few  weeks. 

The  inquiry  as  to  “ the  rates  of  exchange  be- 
tween Philadelphia  and  each  of  Ihe  places  to  which 
sums  were  ordered  to  be  transferred,”  cannot  be 
otherwise  answered  than  by  saying  that  no  such 
transfers  have  been  ordered;  but  the  rates  between 
1 hat  city  and  seme  of  the  places  of  payment  agreed 
on,  and  detailed  in  the  schedule,  can  be  given,  so 
far  as  they  appear  in  the  different  prices  current 
received  at  liiis  office.  No  particular  date  being 
specified  in  the  resolution,  and  the  exchange  hav- 
ing varied  greatly  between  the  1st  of  August  and 
the  present  period,  I can  only  add,  that  from  the 
sale  of  the  bond  till  recently,  the  rates  are  believed 
to  have  been  nominally  high,  on  account  of  the  de- 
ianged  condition  of  the  currency  and  the  continued 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  most  of  (he  banks 
in  the  west  and  southwest.  But,  at  the  same  time, 
specie  or  its  equivalent  was,  at  that  period,  quoted 
in  many  of  those  places  at  a large  per  cent,  higher 
than  the  local  currency;  so  that  the  difference  in 
exchange  between  them  and  Philadelphia,  in  specie 
or  its  equivalent,  or  in  treasury  notes,  or  in  U lilted 
States  bank  notes,  is  believed  r.ot  in  reality  to  have 
been  large,  and  that  all  these  were  often  at  a higher 
premium,  varying  from  one  and  a half  to  two  per- 
cent. than  even  bills  of  exchange  on  Philadelphia. 
Thus,  as  an  illustration,  at  Nashville,  on  the  20th 
July,  exchange  on  the  east  is  quoted  at  eight  and  a 
half  to  nine,  sppeie  at  nine  to  eleven,  treasuty 
notes  at  ten,  and  United  Slates  bank  notes  at  nine 
to  ten,  or  from  one  half  to  one  and  a half  per  cent, 
higher  than  exchange.  So  on  the  1211)  of  Septem- 
ber, at  Natchez,  exchange  on  Philadelphia  and  New 
York  is  quoted  at  fifteen  to  sixteen  premium,  and 
United  States  bank  notes  and*  treasury  notes  at 
seventeen  to  eighteen,  and  specie  at  eighteen;  mak- 
ing specie  or  treasury  notes  or  United  States  bank 
notes  there  from  two  to  three  per  cent,  more  valua- 
ble than  exchange  on  New  York  or  Philadelphia, 

In  conclusion,  the  resolution  asks  for  “Ihe  amount 
so  far  as  it  can  be  conveniently  ascertained,  that  has 
beeu  drawn  from  the  bank  of  Ihe  United  States,  its 
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branches,  or  agencies,  or  in  notes  of  said  bank,  for 
paying  Indian  annuities  or  other  claims  of  the  In- 
dians on  the  government,  or  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses attending  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  and 
in  general,  the  nature  of  the  arrangements,  if  any, 
made  for  the  more  distant  public  disbursements  in 
the  notes  of  the  bank,  together  with  all  the  corres- 
pondence, agreements,  and  instructions,  given  or 
entered  into,  connected  with  any  or  all  the  heads  of 
inquiry  above  stated  ” 

Tiie  department  generally  has  no  means  of  inlor- 
mation  in  its  power  as  to  the  kind  of  money  which 
is  actually  paid  by  the  banks  on  any  of  the  treasur- 
er’s drafts.  But  the  original  agreements  in  this  case 
having  been  that  the  payments  should  be  specie  or 
its  equivalent,  and  the  public  creditors  and  public 
officers  knowing  that  they  were  entitled  to  these,  it 
is  to  be  presumed  that  they  have  generally,  it  not 
always,  been  made  in  this  manner. 

No  arrangements  have  been  formed  by  this  de- 
partment. nor  any  instructions  given  by  it,  as  to  any 
different  kind  of  payment.  All  the  drafts  placed  on 
the  bank  have  been  duly  honored,  so  far  as  the  in- 
formation of  this  department  extends,  except  in 
one  case  at  Mobile,  where  the  agent  of  the  bank 
did  not,  in  the  first  instance,  offer  the  kind  of  cur- 
rency demanded ; but  it  was  afterwards  paid  satis- 
factorily and  without  prejudice  to  the  public  service. 

With  regard  to  the  call,  under  this  head,  for  “ all 
the  correspondence,  agreements,  and  instructions  giv- 
en or  entered  by  the  department,  and  connected  with 
any  or  all  the  heads  of  inquiry  above  stated,”  copies 
of  all  supposed  to  bear  on  the  subject  are  annexed. 

The  closing  paragraph  of  this  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion further  requests  to  be  informed  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  “of  the  nature  of  the  arrangements 
made  with  him  by  those  banks,  in  which,  according 
to  his  report  on  tire  3d  instant,  portions  of  the  pub- 
lic money  have  been  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  trea- 
surer on  special  deposite;  the  kind  of  money  in 
which  the  said  special  deposites  were  made;  whether 
the  same  were  entered  on  the  books  of  the  bank; 
whether  the  identical  moneys  deposited  have  con- 
tinued to  be  held  by  the  banks;  whether  the  drafts 
of  the  treasury  department  that  have  been  drawn 
on  these  deposites  have  been  paid  in  the  specific 
moneys  deposited,  and  whether  the  balances  re- 
maining are  part  and  parcel  ot  the  very  moneys 
originally  deposited.” 

The  arrangements  made  with  the  banks  that  hold 
special  deposites,  or  deposites  to  the  special  credit 
of  the  treasurer,  have  been  regarded  as  temporary 
in  their  nature  or  character,  and  have  in  most  cases 
therefore  been  informal.  It  having  been  expected 
that  congress  would,  at  an  early  day,  adopt  some 
general  system,  that  could  be  carried  into  practical 
eifect  on  the  subject  of  keeping  the  public  money; 
and  comparatively  few  collections  having  been  made 
except  in  treasury  notes  and  treasury  drafts  since 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  till  within  the 
last  three  months,  theyiepartinent  has  deemed  it  most 
respectful  to  congress  to  abstain  from  adopting  any 
uniform  and  permanent  arrangement  on  the  subject 
of  deposites  in  banks,  not  selected  under  the  general 
deposite  act,  but  to  use  them  for  the  present,  at  least, 
only  as  necessity  should  require. 

The  deposite  act  of  June,  1836,  not  having  been 
repealed,  it  is  still  the  duty  of  the  department  to 
place  all  of  the  public  moneys  in  general  deposite  in 
banks,  if  suitable  ones  can  be  found,  which  are  in  a 
condition  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  that 
act,  and  are  willing  to  take  them.  But  as  stated  in 
the  annual  report,  a sufficient  number  of  them  to 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  that  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic service  could  not  be  found.  No  public  moneys 
can  by  the  existing  laws  be  deposited  with  collec- 
tors or  receivers,  except  such  as  have  been  collected 
by  themselves.  In  the  absence,  therefore,  of  a suffi- 
cient number  of  banks  under  the  general  deposite 
act,  and  without  a provision  by  law  for  the  deposite 
ot  the  public  moneys  elsewhere,  though  anxiously 
desired  by  the  department,  it  has  been  obliged  to 
employ  other  banks  under  its  general  powers,  ex- 
ercised since  1789,  when  not  otherwise  expressly 
provided  by  congress.  These  have  been  used  to 
keep  such  moneys  as  accumulated  in  the  hands  of 
the  collectors  and  receivers,  beyond  what  was 
deemed  safe  under  their  present  securities  and 
liabilities,  and  also  such  as  were  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury from  other  sources. 

In  cases  of  deposites  in  hank,  made  specially,  the 
money  has,  in  some  instances,  been  placed  in  spe- 
cie, in  boxes,  fastened  up,  and  not  to  be  withdrawn 
by  the  receiver  or  other?,  without  the  draft  of  (he 
treasurer  on  him,  payable  at  the  bank  where  the 
Bpecie  deposite  was  made.  In  other  cases,  it  has 
been  placed  in  specie,  or  bills  of  specie  paying 
banks,  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer,  sometimes  as 
“in  special  deposites,"  and  sometimes  as  ‘in  de- 
posite to  his  special  credit,”  and  allowing  the  bank 
to  have  entire  charge  of  it  afterwards. 


But  in  all  these  latter  cases,  as  explained  in  the 
recent  annual  report  on  the  finances,  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  money  is  to  be  kept  ready  for  pay- 
ment at  any  moment,  but  is  not  required  to  be  set 
apait,  or  specially  secured  in  a box,  chest,  nr  bag. 
It  may  be  paid  out  by  the  officers  of  the  bank,  on 
the  draft  of  the  treasurer,  without  his  presence  or 
that  of  the  depositor;  and  access  must,  of  course, 
be  constantly  bad  to  it  by  those  officers. 

No  other  course  of  deposite  of  our  current  funds 
is  practicable  in  fiscal  operations,  without  incurring 
an  expense  which  the  department,  without  express 
legislation,  d<id  not  feel  warranted  in  incurring,  for 
the  temporary  objects  contemplated  during  the  last 
few  months. 

In  answer  to  the  further  specific  questions  in  the 
concluding  clause  of  the  resolution,  it  may  be  added 
that,  in  some  of  these  cases,  the  kind  of  money  de- 
posited is  stated  by  the  receiver  or  collector  in  his 
return,  and  in  some  it  is  reported  by  the  banks. 
But  it  is  always  supposed  (o  be  in  legal  currency. 

It  is  presumed  that,  in  some  cases,  the  drafts  are 
paid  out  of  the  identical  money  deposited,  but  in  a 
few  only  that  the  precise  money  deposited  is  re- 
tained till  then,  arid  the  balance  remaining  a part 
of  the  original  deposite. 

Should  congress  adjourn  without  making  any 
new  provision  as  to  the  keeping  of  the. public  mo- 
ney, and  should  much  of  it  accumulate  at  several 
points  before  it  is  disbursed,  the  department  would 
feel  bound,  under  its  supervisory  duty  of  seeing 
that  this  money  be  kept  safely  as  possible,  to  adopt 
some  uniform  rule  on  the  subject  of  deposites,  whe- 
ther special  or  general,  in  banks  not  able  to  be  se- 
lected under  the  act  of  1S3G. 

It  would  feel  obliged,  also,  to  introduce  some 
general  system  for  its  faithful  custody  till  paid  out, 
provided  a sufficiency  of  banks,  at  suitable  places, 
could  not  be  obtained,  in  conformity  to  the  act. 
But  it  would  deeply  regret  the  necessity  of  being 
left  to  the  exercise  of  powers  so  wide  and  general — 
powers  so  likely  to  be  misused,  misunderstood,  and 
misrepresented,  and  ardently  hopes,  as  often  stated 
on  former  occasions,  to  be  relieved  from  the  re« 
sponsibility,  as  well  as  necessity,  of  doing  it,  by 
some  specific  legislation  for  keeping  the  public  mo- 
ney, which  may  be  suited  to  the  present  condition 
of  the  country,  be  susceptible  of  a safe,  uniform, 
and  practical  operation,  and  ali'ord  those  checks 
and  securities  which  are  so  essential  to  the  preser- 
vation of  public  morality,  as  well  as  public  faith. 

Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  ike  treasury. 

Hon.  Richard  M.  Johnson, 

President  of  the  senate. 

WISCONSIN  ELECTION. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 

United  States  in  congress  assembled: 

The  hon.  James  Duane  Doty,  recently  elected  a 
delegate  from  the  territory  of  Wisconsin, for  the  term  of 
two  years,  commencing,  according  to  my  understand- 
ing, with  the  first  session  of  the  26th  congress,  having 
presented  himself  as  tiie  member  entitled  to  the  seat 
which  I now  occupy,  as  liie  delegate  from  that  ter- 
ritory at  Ihe  present  session;  and  having  submitted 
a statement  to  (lie  house  in  support  of  his  claim 
thereto;  and  inasmuch  as  I consider  myself  the 
rightful  delegate  ior  the  entire  term  of  tiie  twenty- 
filth  congress;  and  it  being  a question  of  law  and  of 
practice  simply,  where  no  feeling  is  concerned,  and 
which  must  be  referred  to  a proper  construction  of 
the  laws  under  which  we  have  been  respectively 
elected;  I have  deemed  it  advisable,  rather  than 
rely  solely  upon  my  own  judgment,  which  I would 
at  all  times  distrust  in  matters  of  law  involving  sup- 
posed difficulty,  to  take  the  advice  of  eminent 
counsel,  whose  superior  learning,  vocation,  and  op- 
portunities, as  well  as  disinterestedness  in  the  result 
of  tiie  matter  in  issue,  better  enable  them  to  arrive 
at  correct  conclusions;  and  having  done  so,  with 
the  view  only  of  seeking  and  obtaining  justice,  in 
the  most  unexceptionable  manner  that  lias  occurred 
to  me,  I beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  (hat  opin- 
ion as  a correct  statement  of  the  case,  and  in  aYiswer 
to  that  of  my  competitor  above  alluded  to,  feeling 
confident,  when  tiie  whole  subject  shall  have  been 
fully  and  fairly  investigated,  by  a committee  or 
otherwise,  as  the  house  in  its  wisdom  may  deter- 
mine, that  it  will  be  found  that  the  course  I have 
pursued  is  both  in  conformity  witli  tiie  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  law,  and  the  uniform  practice  of  the 
house  in  such  cases. 

GEO.  W.  JONES. 

December  10,  1838. 

OPINION. 

Under  the  act  of  February  16,  1819,  (6  vol.  L. 
U.  S.,  p.  370,  ch.  433,)  Mr.  Jones  was,  in  October, 
1835,  elected  as  delegate  of  tiie  Michigan  territory 


according  to  that  act,  (sec.  3.)  He  was  elected 
“for  the  tei~m  of  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  cer- 
tificate o(  his  election.”  The  first  inquiry  is,  when 
did  his  term  of  service  commence,  and  when  did  it 
expire? 

If  we  look  alone  at  this  act  of  1819,  we  should  of 
course  say  it  commenced  at  the  date  of  the  gover- 
nor’s certificate,*  (which  would  be  at  some  time 
after  October  1,  1835,  and  before  December,  1835,) 
and  ended  at  two  years  from  that  date;  that  is,  at 
some  time  between  October  ar.d  December,  1837. 

The  act  of  March  3, 1817,  ch.  215,  (6  vol.  L.  U.  S., 
p.  196,)  provides  that  in  all  the  territories  of  the 
United  States,  then  or  thereafter  established,  which 
may  then,  or  by  subsequent  acts  of  congress,  have 
tiie  right  to  send  a delegate  to  congress,  “such 
delegate  shall  be  elected  every  second  year,  for  the 
same  term  of  two  years  for  which  members  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States  are 
elected.” 

We  think  that  the  operation  of  this  law,  as  to 
Michigan,  is  not  affected  by  the  act  of  1819;  that 
tiie  words,  for  ihe  term  of  two  years,  in  the  third  sec- 
tion of  (lie  act  of  1819,  refer  to  the  “term  of  two 
years ” in  tiie  act  of  1817,  and  that  the  delegate  from 
Michigan  must  serve  as  the  members  of  the  iiouse 
of  representatives  of  tiie  Uniled  States,  ior  the  term 
of  two  years  or  two  sessions  of  one  congress. 

It,  however,  appears  plain  to  us,  that  looking  at 
either  or  botli  of  these  acts,  Mr.  Jones  was  entitled, 
under  the  election  of  October,  1835,  to  sit  in  the 
first  session  of  the  24th  congress,  which  met  on  the 
first  Monday  of  December,  1835,  and  in  the  second 
session  of  the  same  congress,  which  met  on  the  first 
Monday  of  December,  1836,  and  terminated  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1837,  on  which  day  his  service,  un- 
der that  election,  ended. 

In  October,  1836,  Mr.  Jones  was  elected,  under 
the  act  of  April  20,  1836,  (L.  U.  S.,  1836-7,  p.  31, 
sec.  14,)  a delegate  for  the  Wisconsin  territory, 
(being  a part  of  the  Michigan  territory  constituted 
as  a separate  territory  by  that  act,)  and  by  the  terms 
of  that  act  he  was  “to  serve  for  the  term  of  two 
years.”  This,  we  think,  must  be  construed,  in  re- 
ference to  the  act  of  1817,  to  mean  the  term  of  two 
years,  or  two  sessions  of  the  same  congress,  as  the 
members  of  the  house  of  representatives  are  elected 
from  the  states.  His  term  of  service  could  not  com- 
mence till  the  expiration  of  tiie  term  for  which  lie 
was  elected  in  October,  1835;  that  is,  as  we  have 
seen,  till  after  the  4th  of  March,  1837,  after  tiie  ex- 
piration of  tiie,  two  years  or  sessions  of  the  24th 
congress,  which  then  expired,  and  would  therefore 
begin  with  the  first  session  of  the  25th  congress,  and 
terminate  with  Hie  close  of  the  second  session  of 
tiie  same  congress,  on  tiie  4th  of  March,  1839.  He 
would  thus,  by  virtue  of  his  two  elections,  serve 
as  congress  meant  every  territorial  delegate  should 
serve,  two  sessions  of  one  congress,  namely,  the 
24th,  under  the  first  election,  and  two  sessions  of 
another  congress,  namely,  the  25th,  under  the  last 
election.  Nor  would  the  circumstance  of  the  se- 
cond election  being  held  during  the  time  of  his  ser- 
vice under  the  first,  be  either  irregular  or  unusual, 
or  on  any  account  illegal. 

We  have  fixed  4th  March,  1837,  as  the  termina- 
tion of  Mr.  Jones’s  first  period  of  service  under  the 
election  of  October,  1S35. 

Now  before  that  day.  and  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the,  second  session  of  that  congress,  which 
was  tiie  first  Monday  of  December,  1836,  viz:  on 
the  20th  April,  1836,  Wisconsin  (a  part  of  Michigan 
territory)  was  made  a separate  territory.  Did  that 
make  any  difference? 

It  could  not  prevent  a delegate  elected  in  October, 
1835,  as  before  shown,  from  serving  the  term  of  two 
years,  to  the  4th  March,  1837,  for  the  whole  territory 
of  Michigan,  from  serving  out  his  term  as  delegate 
for  Hie  territory  of  Michigan,  there  being  still,  not- 
withstanding the  separation  and  establishment  of 
Wisconsin,  such  a territory. 

Again,  in  January,  1837,  Michigan  consented  to 
the  terms  proposed  to  her,  upon  which  she  was  to 
come  into  (lie  union,  and  become  a state. 

Then  there  was  no  longer  any  such  territory  as 
that  of  Michigan,  that  having  been  divided,  and  one 
part  of  it  made  a new  territory,  and  the  other  part  of 
it  a state. 

This  state  of  tilings  would,  as  we  have  seen,  find 
Mr.  Jones  sitting  in  the  2d  session  of  the  24th  con- 
gress, which  commenced  on  the  first  Monday  of  De- 
cember, 1836,  under  his  first  election  in  October, 
1835,  as  a delegate  for  Michigan.  Would  the  seat 
he  was  thus  holding  be  vacated  by  this  state  of 
things? 

We  Ihink  it  would.  That  when  Michigan  be- 
came a state  and  a new  territory,  there  was  no 
longer  any  such  territory  as  that  which  he  was 
elected  to  represent.  The  body  politic  he  represen- 


* December  31,  1835. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JAN.  19,  1839 — CONGRESSIONAL. 


ted  was  dissolved,  and  he  was  no  longer  a delegate. 

jjut  before  ihen,  viz:  in  October,  1836,  lip  was,  as 
we  have  seen,  elected  a delegate  loi  M isc  n s i 1 1 , to 
serve  for  the  term  of  two  years;  that  is,  for  the  two 
sessions  of  the  25th  congress,  commencing  alter  ihe 
4th  March,  1337.  Under  this  second  election  in 
October,  1836,  therefore,  we  think  he  could  not 
servo  out  the  session,  after  Michigan  became  a state 
in  January,  1837.  His  seat  was  then  vacated  by 
the  dissolution  of  the  body  politic,  and  his  election 
as  Wisconsin  delegate,  in  October,  1836,  only  en- 
titled him,  as  we  have  shown,  to  commence  his 
service,  under  that  election,  after  the  4th  March, 
1837,  that  is,  after  his  term  of  service  under  his  first 
election  expired. 

But  this  state  of  things  did  not  affect  his  right  un- 
der that  second  election  in  October,  1836,  to  serve 
as  delegate  for  Wisconsin  for  a term  of  two  years, 
or  two  sessions,  that  is,  the  two  sessions  of  the  25lh 
congress. 

We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Jones  is 
entitled  to  serve  under  his  first  election  as  delegate 
for  Wisconsin  in  October,  1836,  for  the  term  of  two 
years,  or  two  sessions  of  a congress;  that  that  term 
did  not  begin  till  after  the  termination  of  his  first 
term,  under  his  first  election,  which  extended  to  the 
end  of  the  two  sessions  of  the  24th  congress,  viz: 
4th  March,  1837;  and  that  his  term  of  service,  un- 
der his  election  of  October,  1S36,  commencing  after 
the  4th  March,  1837,  extends  to  the  end  of  the  2d 
session  of  the  25th  congress,  viz:  to  4th  March, 
1839. 

And  Mr.  Doty,  being  elected  in  October,  1838, 
to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years,  his  service  begins 
with  the  1st  session  of  the  26th  congress,  and  con- 
tinues during  both  the  sessions  of  that  congress. 

F.  S.  KEY, 
W.  JONES. 

Washington,  December  8,  1838. 


CONGRESSIONAL. 

The  following  resolutions,  in  addition  to  those  in- 
serted in  the  last  “Register,”  were  submitted  to 
the  house  on  Monday  the  31st  ult. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
conmnmica’e  to  this  house  a statement  of  the  quantity 
and  description  of  arms  which,  since  the  conclusion  of 
the  Iasi  war  with  Great  Britain,  have  been  procured  and 
distributed  to  the  states  and  territories  respectively,  pur- 
suant to  an  act  “making  provision  for  arming  and 
equipping  the  whole  body  of  militia  of  the  United  States,” 
passed  April  23,  1808;  and,  also,  to  state  by  what  rule 
of  apportionment  the  arms  have  been  distributed,  the 
manner  and  times  in  which  the  returns  of  the  militia 
have  been  received  from  the  states -and  territories: 
whether  those  returns  have  been  made  annually,  and, 
in  default  of  such  annual  returns,  what  rule  has  been 
adopted  in  making  the  distribution;  and  for  what  num- 
ber of  years  any  of  the  states  have  neglected  to  make 
such  returns;  and,  also,  that  the  secretary  communicate 
to  this  house  an  abstract  of  the  latest  returns  of  the  num- 
ber of  militia  in  the  states  and  territories  respectively, 
with  their  dates,  together  with  an  abstract  of  the  quan- 
tity and  dates  of  the  issue  of  arms  upon  such  returns. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  militia  he  in- 
struc  ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  that  the  distribution  of  arms  procured  by  virtue  of 
the  act  “making  provision  for  arming  and  equipping  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,’’  passed 
April  23,  1803,  should  be  made  according  to  the  appor- 
tionment of  the  representatives  of  each  state  and  terri- 
tory in  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  or  by  some 
other  rule  of  apportionment,  which  shall  practically  be 
more  equal  and  just,  among  the  different  slates  and  ter- 
ritories in  respect  to  their  population,  subject,  by  the 
laws  of  congress  and  of  the  states  and  territories  respec- 
tively, to  enrolment  in  the  militia,  and  the  active  per- 
formance of  military  duty  therein. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  militia  be  in- 
structed to  consider  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  an- 
nual appropriation  by  congress  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding anns  and  military  equipments  for  the  whole  body 
of  the" militia  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grennell, 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  wav  of 
the  23d  December  last  on  the  subject  of  the  claims  of 
the  state  of  Massachusetts  for  militia  services  and  ex- 
penditures during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  he 
referred  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Mass.,  offered  the  following, 
■which,  under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  no  order,  resolution,  or  rule  of  this 
house,  upon  the  subject  of  petitions,  shall  apply  to  reso- 
lutions from  state  legislatures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tfucey, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a territorial  government  for  said  District. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hall, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  the  postmaster  general  to  contract  for 
carrying  muffs  in  sttamboals,  packets,  or  otherwise,  be- 


tween the  United  States  and  foreign  countries,  and  a'so 

between  points  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
under  sucii  regulations  and  restrictions  as  shall  be  dee  m- 
ed necessary  and  proper.’ 

Mr.  Everett  offered  the  following,  which,  under 
the  rules,  lies  over  one-day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to  lay 
before  this  house  a statement” of  the  number  of  troops 
from  the  army  and  the  marine  corps,  militia  and  volun- 
teers, employed  in  the  Seminole  war  since  its  com- 
mencement, their  terms  of  service,  the  number  killed 
and  wounded,  and  also  a statement  of  the  amount  of 
moneys  expended  in  said  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Slade, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  house  a statement  showing  the 
number  anil  amount  of  invalid  pensions  which  have 
been  relinquished  under  the  pension  act  of  the  18th 
March,  1818,  and  the  number  of  pensioners  having  thus 
relinquished,  who  are  now'  on  the  pension  roll,  with  the 
annual  amount  of  the  pensions  relinquished  by  them 
under  said  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cranston, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  theriaw  in  relation  to  ship  letters,  so  as  to 
make  it  the  duty  of  the  captain  or  other  person  having 
returned  ship  letters,  to  return  them  to  the  postmaster  of 
the  port  where  he  shall  arrive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bicknell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary  pen- 
sions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  expe- 
diency of  granting  a pension  to  John  Keith,  a soldier  of 
the  revolution;  and  that  the  papers  in  his  case,  on  file 
in  the  war  department,  he  referred  to  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

Also,  that  the  committee  on  revolutionary  pensions 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
a pension  to  Joanna  Bartlett,  the  widow  of  Aaron  Bart- 
lett, deceased,  a soldier  of  the  revolution;  and  that  the 
papers  in  this  case,  now  on  file  in  the  war  department, 
be  referred  to  said  committee. 

Mr.  Loomis  offered  the  following,  which,  under 
the  rules,  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  adopted  as  a part  of 
one  of  the  standing  rules  of  the  house,  to  be  added  to 
the  61st  rule:  “All  appropriation  bills  for  special  objects, 
other  than  private  bills,  shall  he  by  separate  bill  for  each 
specific  object,  and  accompanied  by  a report  or  brief 
statement  of  the  particular  reasons  and  grounds  which 
render  such  appropriation  necessary.’’ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor , 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the 
laws  relating  to  bounty  lands  as  to  allow  those  entitled 
to  them  to  locate  on  any  public  lands  subject  to  entry 
at  private  sale,  or  to  receive  land  scrip  in  lieu  of  bounty 
land. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Russell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
instruc!ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  rebuilding 
the  fortifications  on  Carleton  island,  at  the  outlet  of  lake 
Ontario,  in  the  county  of  Jefferson,  in  the  state  of  New 
York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marvin, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing  such 
parts  of  Lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  St.  Clair,  Huron,  Michi- 
gan, and  Champlain,  and  the  bays  contiguous, and  the 
rivers  and  straits  connected  with  said  lakes,  to  be  sur- 
veyed, and  accurate  maps  and  charts  of  such  surveys 
to  he  made,  for  the  security  and  safety  of  the  naviga- 
tion and  commerce  on  said  waters. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grant, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repairing  and 
rebuilding  Fort  Ontario,  situated  at  Oswego,  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  and,  with  the  view  of  making 
sucii  inquiry,  that  said  committee  correspond  with  the 
secretary  of  war,  major  gen.  Macomb,  ai.d  col.  W.  J. 
Worth,  of  die  army,  as  to  the  probable  expense  of  such 
repairs,  and  the  importance  cf  said  fortification  as  a 
military  post  for  the  protection  of  the  northern  frontier. 

Mr.  Kennedy  submitted  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions;  which,  under  the  rule,  lie  over  one 
day: 

There  having  been  well-founded  complaints,  from 
divers  quarters,  of  manifold  corrupt  practices  in  the 
holding  of  the  late  elections,  which  corrupt  practices 
are  said  chiefly  to  have  consisted  in  attempts  to  bribe 
some  of  the  voters  in  said  elections,  by  means  both  di- 
rect and  indirect;  in  the  open  and  active  interference 
of  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  general  government  in 
the  conduct  of  the  said  elections;  and  in  the  employ- 
ment of  threats,  blows,  and  riots,  designed  to  prevent 
the  lawful  exercise  of  the  privilege  of  voting: 

And  as  the  preservation  of  the  purity  of  the  elective 
franchise  is  of  the  deepest  concern  to  the  safety  of  re- 
publican government:  and  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  na- 
tional and  state  legislatures  to  guard  the  right  of  s rf- 
frage  against,  all  improper  influences;  to  preserve  it 
from  all  official  interference;  from  bribery,  both  open 
and  secret;  from  all  practices  that  have  the  effect  to 
hinder  or  prevent  the  free  and  fair  expression  of  the 
popular  will:  and  as  it  is  the  especial  duty  of  congress 
to  look  to  “the  correction  of  those  abuses  which  have 
brought  the  patronage  of  the  federal  government  into 
conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elections:” 

Therefore,  resolved,  That  a select  committee,  to  con- 
sist of members,  be  appointed  by  the  chair;  and 


that  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  inquire  into  the  existence 

of  such  abuses  as,  by  common  report,  are  charged  to 
have  been  practised  in  the  exerci.-e  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise in  various  quarters  of  this  union;  and  that,  for 
the  purpose  of  ibis  inquiry,  said  committee  be  author- 
ized, if  they  should  deem  it  necessary,  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers. 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  this  house  adopting  as  a 
rule  of  decision  for  settling  the  validity  of  contested 
elections,  some  provision  or  regulation  which,  with  suit- 
able limitations,  shall  in  effect  determine  that  actual 
bribery  practised  in  any  election  for  a seat  in  this  house 
by  the  reported  successful  candidate,  or  by  his  friends 
or  supporters,  (the  same  being  clearly  proved  to  have 
procured  for  such  candidate  a certain  number  of  votes,) 
shall  vitiate  said  election,  and  be  held  as  conclusive 
ground  for  setting  the  same  aside,  and  for  referring  it 
again  to  .the  people:  that  said  committee  he  also  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  this  house 
adopting  as  a rule  of  decision  in  case  of  contested  elec- 
tions, some  provision  or  regulation  which,  with  suita- 
ble limitations,  shall  in  like  manner  determine  any 
election  to  be  void,  and  proper  to  he  referred  again  to 
the  people,  wherein  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  by  ample 
proof  that  a certain  numher  of  voters  friendly  to  the 
successful  candidate  in  such  election  shall  have  been 
prevented,  by  threats,  blows,  or  riots,  from  casting  their 
votes  in  said  election. 

Resolved,  further,  That  said  committee  be  instructed 
to  report  a bill  to  this 'house  for  the  remedying  of  all 
such  disorders  as  the  experience  of  past  years  has 
shown  to  have  disturbed  or  affected  the  freedom  and 
fairness  of  elections,  the  remedy  whereof  may  be  with- 
in the  consiiiutional  power  of  congress:  and  that  said 
committee  be  especially  directed  to  incorporate  into 
said  bill  suitable  provisions  or  clauses,  by  which  it  may 
be  enacted  that  the  salaries  of  alt  officers  of  the  general 
government,  and  all  stipends,  commissions,  wages,  or 
emoluments,  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  government  to 
any  of  the  public  servants  or  agents  appointed  by  the 
executive,  shall  be  subject  to  the  condition  that  the  said 
officers,  agents,  or  servants  shall  abstain  from  the  exer- 
cise of  any  kind  of  interference  with  the  elections  ei- 
therof  the  federal  government  or  state  governments,  fur- 
ther than  the  quiet  and  orderly  casting  of  their  respec- 
tive individual  votes,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting,  for 
a specified  period,  one  half  of  their  salaries,  stipends, 

I commissions,  or  other  compensation  as  aforesaid:  and 
that  every  officer,  agent,  or  servant  of  the  general  go- 
vernment appointed  by  the  executive  thereof,  shall  he 
rendered  subject  to  the  said  forfeiture,  who  shall  be 
proved,  before  some  competent  judicial  tribunal,  and 
upon  the  verdict  of  a jury,  to  have  busied  himself  in 
any  manner  whatever  in  the  ordering,  adjusting,  or 
proceeding  of  any  public  meeting  held  with  a view  to 
ihe  promoting  of  any  political  election,  or  to  have  at- 
tended such  meeting  knowing  its  character,  or  to  have 
subscribed  any  sum  of  money  for  the  defraying  of  the 
expenses  of  any  such  election,  or  to  have  attended  at 
any  polls  on  the  day  of  such  election,  and  there  have 
employed  himself  in  procuring  the  voters  or  others  to 
vote,  or  to  havejoined  in  any  processions,  meetings,  or 
assemblages,  got  up  for  purposes  connected  with  any 
such  election. 

Mr.  Thomas  offered  the  following,  which,  under 
the  rule,  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  the  house  he  amended  by 
adding  to  the  20th  rule  the  following: 

“And  on  the  first  and  third  Friday  of  each  month 
the  calendar  of  senate  bills  shall  be  called  over,  and 
the  hills  to  the  passage  of  which  no  objection  shall  then 
he  made  shall  be  first  considered  and  disposed  of.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia, 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  he  instructed  to  dispose  of 
the  damaged  and  useless  stationery  now  on  hand  oil 
the  best  terms  lie  can,  either  at  auction  or  in  exchange 
for  other  stationery. 

Mr.  Montgomery  offered  the  following,  which, 
under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  annual  expenditure  of  the  go- 
vernment ought  not  to  exceed  815,000,000  in  time  of 
peace. 

. Resolved,  That  the  appropriations  to  be  made  at  tile 
present  session  of  congress,  lor  the  support  of  the  govern- 
ment for  the  year  1839,  should  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
$15,000,000,  exclusive  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the 
post  office  department. 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  shall  hereafter 
cause  the  appropriation  bills  to  be  printed  with  lines  and 
figures  showing  the  amount  contained  in  each  item  of 
appropriation,'  and  after  their  second  and  third  reading, 
add  up  the  amount  contained  in  each  bill,  and  keep  the 
same  on  his  table,  ready  for  the  examination  of  the 
members  of  this  house  at  all  times. 

Ori  motion  of  Mr.  McKay, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of-the  treasury  inform 
this  house  whether  the  accounts  of  any,  and  if  any, 
which  of  the  public  officers  whose  names  were  re- 
orted  by  him  on  the  17th  of  January  last  as  defaulters, 
ave,  since  that  report  wasmade,  been  settled,  either  in 
whole  or  in  part,  specifying  in  each  case  the  nature  of 
the  settlement. 

Mr.  Bond  offered  the  following,  which,  under  the 
rule,  lies  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  furnish  to  this  house  a copy  of  the  quarterly 
accounts  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  York,  in  which  are  included  credits  by 
said  collector  for  three  several  treasury  warrants,  to  wit: 
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1831,  August  23,  No.  9G77,  - S7,637  21 

1835,  May  2,  No.  837.  - - 21,895  15 

' 1836.  June  22,  No.  993,  - - 9,707  60 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Casey, 

Resolved.  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 

an  appropriation  for  the  improvement  ot  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Great  Wabash  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman,  of  Alabama, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  pre-emption  law  of  the  22d  day  of  June  last,  so  as 
to  extend  its  provisions  to  all  persons  setded  on  pub- 
lic lands  during  the  year  1833;  also,  to  dispense  with 
the  oath  required  to  be  taken  under  the  said  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Miller, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  further  improvement  and  comple- 
tion of  the  harbor  of  St.  Lotus,  Missouri;  also,  an  ap- 
propriation tor  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Missouri  river;  and  also,  an  appropriation 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Missouri 
river  from  its  mouth  as  far  up  said  river  as  Fort  Lea- 
venworth. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ceding  to  the 
state  of  Missouri  such  inundated  and  swamp  lands 
lying  within  said  state  as  have  not  been  surveyed, 
and  which  have  been  reported  as  impracticable  to  be 
surveyed,  or  as  not  worth  the  expense  of  surveying. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  in- 
quire. what  immediate  legislation  is  necessary  to  carry 
into  effect  a treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
republic  of  Texas  in  relation  to  the  running  and  estab- 
lishing the  line  between  the  two  governments,  in  ac- 
cordance with  satd  treaty;  and  that  the  treaty  of  limits 
between  the  republic  of  Texas  and  the  United  Stales, 
communicated  to  congress  at  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent session,  be  referred  to  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crary, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  reor- 
ganizing the  navy  department  as  to  dispense  with  the 
service  of  the  board  of  navy  commissioner. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Downing, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  territories 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  to  enlarge  or  reconstruct  the  public 
buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  legislates  body 
of  the  territory  of  Florida. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  claim  of  general  Clinch  for 
forage  and  other  articles  included  in  his  account  fur- 
nished to  the  troops  and  militia  of  the  United  States, 
or  taken  by  them,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Wisconsin, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  and  report  to  this  house  the  con- 
dition of  the  banks  in  Wisconsin  territory;  to  ascertain 
whether  the  said  hanks  have  been  put  in  operation  in 
pursuance  of  the  acts  of  the  territory  chartering  such 
banks,  and  the  acts  of  congress  approving  them,  if  any 
were  passed,  and  whether  the  said  banks  have  or  have 
not  violated  the  provisions  of  their  charters,  if  any 
were  granted. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  secretary  also  report  to  this 
house  the  character  of  the  currency  received  at  the  dif- 
ferent land  offices  in  said  territory  in  payment  for  the 
public  lands,  and  report  the  names  of  the  banking  in- 
stitutions the  notes  of  which  are  so  received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman,  of  Iowa, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
a road  from  Dubuque,  in  the  territory  of  Iowa,  to  the 
Missouri  state  line,  passing  through  as  many  of  the 
county  seats  as  practicable,  so  as  to  terminate  in  the 
county  of  Van  Buren. 

That  said  committee  also  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  constructing  a canal  from  Bloomington,  in 
the  territory  of  Iowa,  to  some  suitable  point  on  the  Red 
C-edar  river,  and  of  the  expediency  of  granting  land  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  the  same. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting 
a bill  granting  to  the  territory  of  Iowa  the  quantity  of 
lands  usually  given  to  the  territories  for  the  benefit  of 
education. 

Also,  a bill  granting  the  pre-emption  right  to  the 
claimants  of  lots  in  certain  towns  reserved  from  sale 
by  the  act  of  congress  of  1833. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  commi  t’e  on  the  territories 
be  instructed  toinquiie  into  the  expediency  of  reporting 
a bill  to  define  the.eas’ern  boundary  of  the  territory  ot 
Iowa;  a bill  to  authoiize  the  election  of  judges  of  pro- 
bate, sheriffs,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  county  survey- 
ors in  the  territory  of  Iowa;  and  a bill  to  authorize  the 
people  of  said  territory  to  form  a constitution  and  state 
government,  and  for  its  admission  into  the  union. 

4.  Resolved,  Tnat  the  committee  on  the  pos  t office 
and  post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a post  route  from  Dubuque, 
through  the  counties  of  Jones,  Cedar,  Slaughter,  and 
Henry,  to  the  town  of  Keosanqua,  in  the  territory  of 
Iowa. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to 


the  counties  ofLee.  Des  Moines,  Jackson,  and  Dubuque, 

in  the  territory  of  Iowa,  land  to  aid  in  the  erection  of 
court-houses  and  jails,  in  lieu  of  lands  sold  by  tile  gov- 
ernment. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  state  1-.  requested 
to.  communicate  to  this  house  ai  as  early  a period  as 
possible,  any  report  he  may  have  received  from  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  survey  and  run  the  north- 
ern boundary  line  of  the  state  of  Missouri. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

THIRD  SESSION. 

[The  following  is  the  select  co7iimitlec  congress  ap- 
pointed upon  the  subject  of  past  donations  of  public 
lands,  quality  surveyed,  plans  for  dividing  it,  or  its  pro- 
ceeds, &c.  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  Davee, 
Atherton,  Cushing,  TiUinghust,  Holt,  Allen,  of  Vermont, 
Parker,  Aycrigg,  Potter,  Milligan,  Robertson , ofVa., 
Connor,  Pickens,  Haynes,  Menejee,  McClellan,  ofTen., 
Hamer,  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Boon,  l1rentiss,  Snyder, 
Lewis,  Hurrison,  Yell,  Crary.\ 

SENATE. 

January  10.  The  Vice  President  laid  before  the 
senate  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  in  obedience  to  a resolution,  showing  the 
number  of  acres  of  land  in  Alabama  and  Missis- 
sippi, embraced  in  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit 
creek. 

After  the  presentation  of  petition's  and  memo- 
rials, 

Mr.  While  asked  to  be  discharged  from  his  du- 
ties as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
being  unable  to  attend  to  the  duties  on  account  of 
his  impaired  health. 

Mr.  Tipton  was  appointed  chairman  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

A number  of  committees  having  made  reports, 
which  will  be  noticed  when  before  the  senate  lor 
consideration, 

Mr.  Hubbard  introduced  a resolution  asking  the 
committee  on  commerce  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  as  many  artificial  harbors  on 
Lake  Michigan  as  would  render  safe  the  naviga- 
tion and  protect  human  life  on  said  lake.  Mr. 
Davis  said  he  was  in  doubt  as  to  the  precise  mean- 
ing of  the  phrase  “establishing  harbors,”  as  used 
in  the  resolution,  and  he  desired  the  mover  to  ex- 
plain what  he  had  in  view  when  using  that  expres- 
sion. Mr.  Hubbard  made  a brief  statement,  show- 
ing the  importance  and  necessity  of  harbors  on 
Lake  Michigan  for  the  preservation  of  life  and 
property.  Mr.  King  said  he  presumed  the  senator 
meant  simply  that  artificial  harbors  should  be  con- 
structed on  that  lake  by  the  government,  as  such 
was  the  mode  of  establishing  harbors  which  the 
government  had  heretofore  pursued, 

Mr.  Calhoun  spoke  with  his  usual  earnestness,  on 
this  subject,  against  appropriations  for  the  con- 
struction of  harbors  at  all,  and  especially  during 
the  present  year,  when  it  would  be  necessary  to 
borrow  the  requisite  funds.  Resides,  the  only  just 
ground  on  which  the  government  could  be  required 
to  construct  harbors  at  all  was,  that  the  states  were 
deprived  of  the  right  to  impose  duties  on  imported 
goods.  But  this  argument  was  not  applicable  at 
all  to  harbors  on  the  lakes,  where  no  foreign  goods 
were  entered.  He  insisted  that  it  was  decidedly 
unconstitutional  to  appropriate  money  for  such  a 
purpose;  and,  besides,  the  time  had  come  when 
there  must  be  retrenchment  somewhere,  if  the  re- 
vival of  the  tariff'  was  to  be  avoided;  and  it  was 
best  to  make  such  retrenchment  first  on  objects 
which  were  local  or  doubtful  in  their  character. 

Mr.  Norvell  expressed  his  astonishment  that  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina  should  regard  the  con- 
struction of  harbors  on  the  lakes  as  unconstitu- 
tional. If  the  people  on  the  lakes  did  not  import 
foreign  goods,  and,  in  consequence,  did  not  pay  the 
duties  upon  them  directly,  yet,  by  buying  and  con- 
suming those  goods,  they  in  fact  paid  the  duties 
upon  them  just  as  much  as  if  they  had  imported 
them  and  paid  the  duties  directly.  Mr.  N.  also 
argued  on  the  great  importance  and  necessity  of 
harbors  on  lakes,  and  especially  on  Lake  Michigan, 
on  which  scarcely  any  natural  harbors  existed. 

Mr.  Hubbard  said  it  was  a little  too  late  to  ques- 
tion tlie  constitutionality  of  this  practice,  which 
had  been  so  long  continued  by  the  government. 
Yet  very  little  had  been  expended  on  these  lake 
harbors,  and  it  was  the  very  want  of  the  harbors 
which  rendered  the  navigation  of  these  lakes,  and 
especially  of  Lake  Michigan,  so  exceedingly  ha- 
zardous. 

Mr.  Lyon  remarked  that  he  and  his  colleague 
were  greatly  interested  in  this  subject,  since  Michi- 
gan had  a greater  extent  of  coast  than  any  other 
state  in  the  union,  and  this  interest  was  greatly  en- 
hanced by  the  fact  that  perhaps  millions  of  dollars 
were  annually  lost  on  the  Michigan  coasts  for  want 
of  these  harbors.  And  as  to  the  power  of  govern- 
ment to  construct  them,  that  government  alone  had 


the  right  of  levying  tonnage  duties,  as  well  as  du- 
ties on  importations;  and, .as  the  states  had  given 
up  this  right,  (to  impose  duties  on  tonnage,)  how 
were  they  to  construct  Inese  harbors?  They  had 
'io  anprop: iate  means  of  doing  itf  and  it  was, 
therefore,  evident  that  the  whole  subject  belonged 
to  this  government. 

Mr.  Davis  said  this  was  hardly  the  time  to  dis- 
cuss this  resolution,  and  especially  on  the  question 
ot  tlie  constitutional  power  to  make  harbors.  But 
he  would  assure  the  senator  from  Soutli  Carolina,  if 
they  would  give  tlie  committee  the  means,  they 
vyould  give  tlie  subject  as  much  attention  as  he  de- 
sired. But  the  committee  could  never  hope  to  re- 
port any  thing  satisfactory  on  a subject  of  this  kind 
without  something  more  than  the  mere  resolution. 
Mr.  D.  wished  to  suggest  therefore,  to  gentlemen 
who  moved  resolutions  ot  this  description,  that,  if 
they  expected  tlie  committee  to  report  to  the  senate 
in  a satisfactory  manner,  the  requisite  means  of  in- 
forination  ought  to  be  provided-  Mr.  D.  added  a 
few  remarks,  to  the  import  that,  if  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  appropriated  to  the  states  should 
be  used  for  the  construction  of  harbors,  the  senator 
from  bouth  Carolina,  (by  whom  it  had  been  sug- 
gested,) should  see  such  a proposition  carried  be- 
fore arresting  the  usual  supplies  for  this  purpose. 
Mr.  D.  also  admitted  that  these  improvements  by 
the  United  States  government  ought  to  be  made 
only  on  or  at  the  terminations  of  the  great  thorough- 
fares of  the  country. 

. Mr.  Hubbard  did  not  care  about  the  phraseology. 
1 he  senator  (Mr.  Davis)  might  use  his  own.  And 
the  word  “ con stru cling”  was  substituted,  and  the 
resolution  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  While, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  requested  to  report  to  the  senate  the  whole 
amount  of  expense  incurred  by  the  United  States  in 
negotiating  a treaty  wilh  (lie  Cherokee  Indians,  to 
whom  ihe  several  sums  expended  were  paid,  the  sum 
paid  to  each,  and  for  what  particular  service. 

Also,  that  the  secretary  of  war  report  whether  the 
commission  reported  under  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in  1835,  for 
the  adjudication  of  claims,  has  been  terminated,  and, 
it  not,  by  what  authority  the  said  commission  lias  been 
continued,  since  the  23d  of  May  last,  and  further, 
what  has  been,  the  expense  of  said  commission,  to 
whom  the  sums  have  been  paid,  and  the  sum  paid  to 
each  individual. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  ot  Kentucky, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  tlie  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  senate  the  proportion  of  the  nett 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  which  each  state  would 
have  received  up  to  and  including  the  1st  of  January, 
1839,  underthe  “bill  entitled  an  act  to  appropriate  for 
a limited  time  the  proceeds  of  1 he  sales  of  the  public 
Janas  of  the  United  States,  and  for  granting  lands  to 
certain  states,’’  which  passed  both  houses  of  congress, 
and  would  have  become  a law  if  it  had  received  the 
approbation  of  the  president. 

. I' he  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Rives  some  days 
since,  calling  on  the  president  for  any  correspond- 
ence between  the  secretary  of  war  and  agents  of 
the  Bank  ot  the  United  States,  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Hubbard,  taken  up  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama, 

Resolved,  That,  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing existing  laws  as  to  equalize  the  labors  and  emolu- 
ments of  the  judges  of  the  United  States  courts. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  King, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  compensation  to 
lieutenant  E.  B.  Thornton,  of  the  United  States  army, 
for  property  destroyed  in  the  steamboat  Pulaski. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  introduced  a bill  to  reor- 
ganize the  district  courts  of  the  United  States  in 
the  state  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  Robbins  submitted  the  following  for  con- 
sideration: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed,  consisting 
of  five  members  of  the  senate,  jointly  with  such  com” 
mitiee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  to  considerthe  expediency  of  providing 
an  institution  of  learning,  to  be  established  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  for  the  application  of  the  legacy 
bequeathed  by  Mr.  James  Smithson,  of  London,  to 
the  United  States,  in  trust  for  that  purpose;  also,  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  a charter  fur  such  institution, 
together  wilh  the  powers  and  privileges  which  in  their 
opinion  the  said  charter  ought  to  confer;  also,  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  ways  and  means  to  be  provided 
by  congress  other  than  the  said  legacy,  hut  in  addition 
thereto,  and  in  aid  of  said  benevolent  intention,  and  to 
report  on  (he  premises. 

Mr.  R.  addressed  the  senate  at  some  length  in 
explanation  of  bis  views  on  the  subject  of  the  reso- 
lution; and,  after  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Preslon, 
highly  complimentary  of  Ihe  venerable  mover,  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

[Ihe  remarks  ol  Messrs.  Robbins  and  Preslon 
shall  have  a place  hereafter.] 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
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of  the  land  graduation  bill,  as  stated  in  the  last 
“Register.” 

January  11.  Mr.  Sevier  appeared  in  his  seat. 

The  Vice  President  communicated  to  the  senate, 
in  obedience  to  a law  ot  1836,  a report  from  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  in  relation  to  the  selection  of 
the  deposite  banks. 

Also,  from  the  president,  transmitting  the  report 
of  the  secretary  of  war,  in  obedience  to  a resolution, 
giving  information  in  relation  to  the  transactions 
between  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  sec- 
retary of  war;  all  of  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed.  > 

Mr.  Lumpkin  presented  resolutions  from  the  le- 
gislature of  Georgia  in  relation  to  certain  post 
routes;  also,  from  the  same  source,  in  relation  to 
compensation  for  horses  lost  by  volunteers  in  the 
Florida  war;  also,  that  certain  citizens  of  that  state 
be  remunerated  for  the  illegal  destruction  of  their 
property  by  order  of  United  States  officers. 

Other  business  of  minor  importance  was  transact- 
ed, after  which  the  bill  lor  the  relief  of  James  It. 
Ciarke  came  up,  and,  after  being  advocated  by  Mr. 
Southard,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr. 
King,  was,  on  motion  of  the  latter,  recommitted. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  land  graduation  bill, 
as  heretofore  reported. 

January  14.  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Cuthbert  ap- 
peared in  their  seats  this  morning. 

The  Vice  President  communicated  to  the  senate 
a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  contain- 
ing an  account  of  miscellaneous  claims  during  the 
year  1838,  and  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
marine  hospital. 

Also,  a statement  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in 
obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  senate,  showing  all 
the  works  of  improvement  of  harbors,  mouths  of 
creeks,  and  rivers  which  have  been  in  progress  up- 
wards of  three  years. 

Also,  from  the  same  department,  a statement,  in 
obedience  to  law,  showing  the  names  of  the  clerks 
employed  in  said  department,  with  the  amount  of 
salaries  annexed. 

Also,  from  the  navy  department  a statement  of  a 
like  nature. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  legis- 
lature of  North  Carolina,  expressive  of  its  opinion 
in  relation  to  the  sub-treasury,  the  public  lands, 
&c.  &c. 

In  presenting  these  resolutions  Mr.  Brown  and 
Mr.  Strange  addressed  the  senate,  and  were  replied 
to  by  Mr.  C7ay,  of  Ky.;  the  report  of  which  will  be 
given  in  the  next  “Register.”  The  resolutions 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A number  of  petitions,  & c..  were  presented, 
among  which  were  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Merrick:  from  the  board  of  trade  at  Bal- 
timore, in  relation  to  the  adoption  of  the  apprentice 
system  on  board  of  merchant  vessels. 

By  Mr.  Tallmadge:  from  certain  Oneida  Indians. 
Also,  from  Timothy  Powers. 

By  Mr.  Williams,  of  Maine:  from  certain  citizens 
of  Maine,  in  relation  to  a congress  of  nations  for  the 
perpetuation  of  peace. 

The  following  were  among  the  bills  reported: 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  the  bill  making  a grant  of  land  to  the  Ga- 
lena and  Chicago  railroad  company. 

Also,  the  bill  authorizing  the  Portage  canal  com- 
pany to  enter  lands  at  Fox  and  Wisconsin  river 
portage. 

Also,  the  bill  authorizing  the  state  of  Tennessee 
to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles,  &.c. 

Also,  the  bill  establishing  a surveyor  general’s 
office  in  Illinois. 

Also,  the  bill  establishing  the  Peoria  land  district 
in  the  same  state. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  for  the 
relief  of  Levi  Chadwick,  the  joint  resolution  to  ex- 
amine the  claims  of  workmen  on  public  buildings, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Charles  Brown, 
deceased,  and  an  act  asking  the  issuing  of  a register 
for  the  sloop  Sarah,  were  all  severally  read  and  re- 
ferred. 

The  following  were  among  the  bills  introduced, 
on  leave: 

By  Mr.  Foster:  bills  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  J. 
Johnson  and  Samuel  Love. 

By  Mr.  Preston:  a bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  John  De  Trenille. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a bill  to  discontinue  surveyors  general,  and 
to  abolish  certain  land  offices,  and  the  office  ot  the 
solicitor  of  the  land  ‘office. 

Also,  the  bill  supplemental  to  the  bill  granting 
pre-emption  rights  to  the  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,  approved  January  22,  1838. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  of  Illinois,  in  relation  to  a survey  of  the 
northern  and  western  lakes. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Norvell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  tor  the 
payment  of  the  nnlitia  of  Michigan,  ordered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  on  the  requisition  of  the 
marshal. 

The  senate  having  again  taken  up  the  bill  to  re- 
duce and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands, 
and  the  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rives 
for  its  indefinite  postponement, 

Mr.  Webster  briefly  recapitulated  the  opinions 
and  sentiments  w-hich  he  had  expressed  on  this  sub- 
ject in  the  session  of  1827-’28  in  favor  of  taking,  at 
first,  a single,  and  not  very  considerable  step  in  re- 
ducing and  graduating  the  price  of  the  public  lands; 
and  he  declared  that  he  had  seen  no  reason  to  change 
his  opinions  of  that  time,  and  if  this  bill  had  pro- 
posed no  more,  he  should  have  voted  in  its  favor. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ky., 
Critlenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Rusgles, 
Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Wall, 
Webster,  Williams,  of  Me. — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Foster,  Fulton,  TIubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor- 
vell, Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Williams, 
of  Mississippi,  Wright,  Young — 27. 

So  the  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was 
lost. 

Mr.  Morris  now  moved  a substitute  for  the  whole 
bill,  ceding  all  the  public  lands,  after  having  been 
twenty.years  in  the  market,  to  the  respective  states 
in  which  they  lie,  and  authorizing  the  president  of 
the  United  States  to  convey  them  to  the  states  when 
such  contingencies  should  occur. 

After  a few  remarks  by  Messrs.  Clay  of  Ala., 
and  Morris,  Mr.  Southard  moved  that  the  substitute 
be  printed;  which  motion  requiring  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  being  objected  to  by  Mr.  Walker , on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Southard, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

January  15.  Among  the  petitions  presented  to- 
day, was  one  by  Mr.  Tallmadge  from  Alfred  Vail, 
in  relation  to  an  electro  magnetic  telegraph. 

Several  committees  made  reports  on  private 
claims. 

Mr.  Fulton,  from  the  committee  on  public  build- 
ings, reported  a bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a 
fire  proof  building  for  the  post  office  department. 

Also,  the  joint  resolution  authorizing  an  exami- 
nation into  the  claims  of  certain  workmen  on  the 
public  buildings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Young, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  United  States  land  of- 
fices to  administer  oaths  where  necessary  without  fee  or 
extra  compensation. 

The, bill  to  establish  a criminal  court  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  passed  over  informally  yesterday, 
was  then  taken  up,  and,  after  being  considered  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  amended,  it  was, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  pub- 
lic lands  was  taken  up,  as  the  special  order'  when 
Mr.  Morris  withdrew  the  amendment  offered  yes- 
terday, and  substituted  another  to  the  effect  that, 
whenever  the  public  lands  shall  fall  within  two 
millions  of  acres  in  any  state,  they  shall  be  ceded 
to  the  states  wherein  they  lie. 

Mr.  Southard  addressed  the  senate  against  the 
general  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  was  followed  by 
Air.  Mien,  who  advocated  its  principles,  and  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Morris  in  particular. 

Mr.  Bayard  moved  an  adjournment. 

On  this  question  Mr.  Walker  asked  the  yeas  arid 
nays,  when  there  appeared  for  it  23,  against  25. 

Mr.  Lyon  then  took  the  floor  in  support  of  the 
bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Morris,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Ful- 
ton, King,  Linn,  Morris,  Mouton,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Walker.  White,  Williams,  of  Miss.,  Young — 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Ky.,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Hub- 
bard, Knight,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
Niies,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane, 
Robbins,  Rugglos,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Smith,  'of  la., 
Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Wall,  Williams,  of  Maine,  Wright — 34. 

There  were  several  motions  made  for  adjourn- 
ment, but  were  not  carried-,  when,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Calhoun,  who  expressed  a desire  to  be  heard, 
the  senate  adjourned. 

January  16.  The  Vice  President  communicated 
to  the  senate  a message  from  the  president,  in  obe- 
dience to  a resolution  of  October  last,  covering  a 


statement  from  the  different  departments,  showing 
the  per  centage  allowed  to  persons  for  the  disburse- 
ment of  public  money.  Also,  covering  a report 
from  the  secretary  of  war,  on  the  propriety  of  set- 
ting apart  a tract  of  country  west  of  the  Mississippi 
for  the  Seminole  Indians,  to  separate  them  from  the 
Creeks,  and  suggesting  that  a small  appropriation 
be  made  for  that  purpose. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  navy  department,  contain- 
ing a report  of  lieutenant  Wilkes  of  a survey  of 
Tybee  river  to  Hunting  creek. 

The  following  were  among  the  petitions  and  me- 
morials presented: 

By  Mr.  Buchanan:  from  a number  of  citizens  of 
Pittsburg,  asking  an  appropriation  to  improve  the 
condition  of  a certain  part  of  the  Ohio  river,  which 
the  petitioners  state,  will  give  them  an  uninterrupt- 
ed steam  navigation  from  Pittsburg  to  New  Or- 
leans. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama:  a report  from  the  sec- 
retary of  war,  accompanied  by  a resolution  asking 
the  committee  on  military  affairs  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  further  appropriation  by  law 
for  the  payment  of  horses  lost  in  war  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  Benton:  from  Richard  Graham  and  John 
O’Fallon. 

By  Mr.  Morris:  from  a citizen  of  Cincinnati, 
stating  that  he  had  discovered  a cure  for  all  the  mo- 
netary diseases  of  the  country,  and  a plan  for  the 
settlement  of  debts  and  credits  in  the  United  States, 
and  freeing  the  banks  from  all  opportunities  of  abuse 
of  their  privileges,  & c.  &c.  This  petition  was  read 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  McKean:  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
against  admitting  into  the  union  any  state  that  tole- 
rates domestic  slavery.  Motion  to  receive  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Roane:  from  the  mayor  of  Alexandria, 
asking  that  Mr.  Walker  will  suspend  for  the  pre- 
sent any  further  operation  in  relation  to  the  trans- 
fer of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  stock  to  the 
state  of  Maryland. 

By  Mr.  Wall:  from  citizens  of  Gloucester  county. 
New  Jersey,  against  slavery,  and  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  Union.  Motion  to  receive  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Strange:  a report  from  the  commissioner 
of  the  patent  office. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  reso- 
lution introduced  by  Mr.  Allen,  inquiring  if  the 
banks  of  this  District  had  evaded,  or  attempted  to 
evade,  the  laws  of  last  session  in  relation  to  the 
issuing  of  notes  of  other  corporations  of  a less  de- 
nomination than  the  banks  were  authorized  to  do; 
reported  that  the  committee  had  made  every  in- 
quiry, and  had  the  most  satisfactory  assurances  that 
the  banks  had,  in  no  instance,  contravened,  or  at- 
tempted to  contravene,  the  law-,  and  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Roane,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
joint  resolution  authorizing  the  mayor  of  Washing- 
ton to  open  certain  alleys,  and  to  execute  certain 
deeds  for  lots  in  said  city. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  committee  on  the  judicia- 
ry, reported  a bill  relating  to  the  manner  in  which 
certain  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  ex- 
ecuted. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  a bill  making  a grant  of  land  for  railroads 
in  Mississippi.  Also,  a bill,  granting  to  Michigan 
a quantity  of  land  to  aid  said  state  in  making  a ca- 
nal around  the  falls  of  St.  Marie.  Also,  a bill  for 
the  relief  of  Henry  Marsh. 

Also,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 
Vermont,  in  relation  to  grants  of  land  for  the  col- 
leges of  that  state. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported a bill  allowing  a drawback  on  imported 
hemp,  when  manufactured  into  cordage  for  expor- 
tation. 

Also,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  memorial  of  certain  citizens  of  Ohio, 
asking  the  incorporation  of  a national  bank. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Campbell 
White. 

Also,  asked  to  be  discharked  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  petitions  of  John  Roberts  and  of  Charles 
S.  Hempstead. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  petition  of 
lieutenant  Thornton. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  on  pensions, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  claim  of  the 
heirs  of  Abraham  White. 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  an  examination 
into  the  claims  of  workmen  on  the  public  buildings 
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was  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole,  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  was  finally  passed. 

The  seriate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  the 
public  lands;  when 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  and  addressed  the  senate,  and 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Bayard-,  and,  after  a few  re- 
marks from  Mr.  Robinson,  and  a short  response  by 
Mr.  Clay,  (who  expressed  a desire.to  be  heard  on 
the  subject,  though  he  did  not  wish  to  delay  the 
question  on  engrossment,  for  which  gentlemen 
seemed  so  anxious:  what  he  had  to  say  could  as 
well  be  done  when  the  bill  was  on  its  passage,  arid 
he  would,  therefore,  defer  his  remarks  until  to-mor- 
row)— 

The  question  was  taken  on  engrossment,  and 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
of  Ala.,  Cuthbert,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard.  King,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Smith,  of 
la.,  Tipton.  Walker,  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  Wright, 
Young — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Ky.,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Ruggles, 
Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Talltnadge,  Wall, 
Williams,  of  Me. — 22. 

1 he  senate  held  an  executive  session  of  some 
time,  and  then  adjourned. 

January  17.  The  Vice  President  communicated 
to  the  senate  a report  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
showing  a statement  of  contracts  entered  into  with 
said  department. 

Also,  from  tne  war  department,  containing  a list 
of  all  the  persons  employed  in  the  Indian  depart- 
ment. 

Also,  several  other  executive  communications,  in 
compliance  with  resolutions  of  the  senate. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  was  one  by  Mr. 
Bayard  from  inhabitants  of  Newcastle  county,  Dela- 
ware, in  relation  to  improvements  of  the  harbor  at 
Delaware  City. 

Several  committees  made  reports  on  private 
claims. 

The  bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  the 
public  lands  having  been  read  a third  time,  on  the 
question.  Shall  this  bill  pass? — 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at  consi- 
derable lenglh  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  ami  was 
followed  by  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Buchanan,  Niles, 
Benton,  and  King,  when  the  question  was  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  the  bill  was  passed  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote: 

Y EAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor- 
vell, Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Smith, 
of  lad.,  Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Williams,  ot  Miss., 
Wright,  Young — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Ky.,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Ruggles, 
Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Talltnadge,  Wall, 
Williams,  of  Me. — 22. 

And  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

January  18.  Among  other  business  transacted  in 
the  senate  to-day,  was  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road  in  the 
states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  A motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  King,  as  a test  vote,  to  strike  out  ail 
after  the  enacting  clause;  on  which  motion  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  carried  by  a 
vote  of  23  to  22.  This  vote  was  afterwards  recon- 
sidered; and  on  the  motion  to  strike  out,  the  vote 
stood  for  it  23,  against  26.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hub- 
bard, the  sum  of  $5 0.000  was  stricken  out,  wherever 
it  occurred,  thus  limiting  the  appropriation  to 
$100,000  to  each  state  mentioned  in  the  bill.  The 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by  a vote  of  25  to 
23.  After  which  the  senate  went  into  executive 
session,  and  then  adjourned  to  Monday, 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  8.  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  (leave 
having  been  denied)  moved  a suspension  of  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  oiler  a resolution  providing 
that  the  daily  hour  of  the  meeting  of  this  house 
should  be  11  o’clock  until  further  notice. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  W.  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  refused. 

The  question  having  been  taken,  the  house  re- 
fused to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Everett  rose  and  called  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  resolution  ofFeied  some  time  since,  pro- 
viding lor  the  appointment  of  a select  committee  on 
the  defalcations  of  Mr.  Swartwout.  If  it  was  in- 
tended to  raise  such  a committee  during  the  pre<- 
sent  session,  it  ought  to  be  done  now.  He  moved, 
therefore,  to  take  up  the  resolution  with  a view  to 
its  final  disposition.  Mr.  Ca mbreleng  reminded  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Everett)  that  the 
resolution  would  come  up  next  in  order  of  business 


after  the  committees  had  made  their  reports.  So 
Mr.  Everett  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Hunter  asked  leave  to  lay  on  the  table,  with 
a view  to  have  printed,  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a bill  which 
shall  provide — 

1st.  That  all  money  hereafter  to  be  received  by  the 
United  States  for  customs  shall  be  paid  on  four  certain 
days  fixed  at  intervals  of  three  months.  The  duties  re- 
quired by  existing  laws  to  be  paid  in  cash,  to  be  secur- 
ed by  bonds  with  approved  sureties,  bearing  interest  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum  from  us  date  un- 
til paid,  and  payable  at  the  next  fixed  quarterly  day, 
unless  it  bears  date  within  twenty  days  of  that  period, 
in  which  case  it  is  to  be  payable  on  the  next  succeed- 
ing day  fixed  for  payments  to  the  United  States.  But  if 
the  importer  be  entitled  to  credit  under  the  existing 
laws,  the  sum  due  is  to  be  diminished  by  a discount  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  centum  for  the  time  through  which  the 
said  credit  extends,  and  the  sum  thus  ascertained  to  be 
secured  by  bond  as  aforesaid  under  the  limitations 
above  described. 

2d.  That  all  debts  due  from  the  United  States  shall 
be  made  payable  so  for  as  practicable  on  four  certain 
days  occurring  at  intervals  of  three  months,  and  fixed 
at  twenty  days  respectively  after  the  days  fixed  as  afore- 
said for  payments  to  the  United  States.  These  debts, 
in  all  cases  where  practicable,  to  be  made  payable  at 
the  next  day  of  disbursements,  unless  incurred  within 
twenty  days  of  that  time;  in  which  case,  to  be  payable 
at  the  second  succeeding  day  fixed  for  that  purpose. 
But  if  the  public  creditor  should  fail  to  present  his  claim 
at  the  place  at  which  it  is  payable  when  due,  or  w ith- 
in   days  of  that  time,  then  the  United  Slates  to  he 

absolved  from  all  responsibility  for  any  failure  in  ihe 
disbursing  agent  at  l hat  place  to  pay  the  said  creditor: 
Provided,  however,  That  the  said  agent  and  his  sureties 
shall  be  liable  in  their  individual  capacities  to  pay  to 
the  said  creditor  any  sums  received  for  his  use  upon  de- 
mand and  without  interest. 

3d.  That  all  requisitions  on  the  treasury  department, 
by  other  departments  of  this  government,  for  sums  to  be 
disbursed  at  the  next  day  fixed  for  that  purpose,  shall 
be  made  at  least  twenty  days  before  the  day  fixed  for 
public  receipts,  and  next  succeeding  that  of  the  requi- 
sition. 

4th.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  after  a com- 
parison of  the  liabilities  to  and  from  the  government,  at 
the  next  succeeding  day  of  receipt  and  disbursement, 
shall  ascertain  the  probable  surplus  which  will  be  due  to 
the  United  States  upon  the  next  quarterly  day  of  re- 
ceipt, after  collecting  what  will  be  sufficient  to  discharge 
the  debts  due  from  the  government  at  the  next  dis- 
bursing day,  together  with  whatever  sum  may  be  need- 
ful as  a cash  surplus  for  emergenciesof  the  department 
not  otherwise  provided  for.  The  debtors  of  the  United 
"States  to  be  entitled  to  an  extended  credit  upon  the  sur- 
plus thus  ascertained  upon  their  giving  bonds  with  ap- 
proved sureties,  bearing  interest  as  aforesaid  up  to  the 
quarterly  day  of  receipts  next  succeeding  that  at  which 
the  original  bond  was  due.  Each  public  debtor  offer- 
ing security  as  aforesaid  to  be  entitled  to  this  further 
credit  upon  an  equal  proportion  of  his  debt,  which  pro- 
portion is  to  be  specified  by  public  advertisement  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  at  least  20  days  before  the  next 
succeeding  day  of  receipts.  But  all  bonds  given  for  the 
surplus  as  aforesaid  to  be  wholly  collected  at  the  next 
quarter  when  due,  before  any  portion  is  demanded  of 
those  bonds  given  when  the  debt  for  duties  was  in- 
curred. 

The  motion  for  printing  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr. 
H.  gave  notice  that  he  would  call  up  the  resolutions 
on  Thursday  next. 

The  following  were  among  the  reports  from  com- 
mittees presented  to-day: 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  government 
for  1839. 

Mr.  Haynes,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  to  provide  for  the  support  of 
the  military  academy  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1839. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a letter  from  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  transmitting  an  extract  from  a letter 
addressed  to  the  president  of  the  United  States  by 
the  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  northern 
district  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  ol  the  com- 
pensation to  which  he  thinks  himself  entitled  for 
extra  services  rendered  in  preventing  incursions 
into  Canada  under  the  law  of  the  last  session  of 
congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haynes, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  esti- 
mates for  New  York  barracks  for  the  cadets,  and 
barracks  for  a company  of  dragoons,  and  stables  for 
their  horses,  at  West  Point,  and  that  they  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Giddings, 

Resolved,  That  the  commi'tee  of  claims  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Anne 
Temple  Green,  and  that  so  much  of  said  memorial  as 
relates  to  the  heirs  of  capt.  Nicholson  prior  to  the 
adoption  of  our  present  constitution,- be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  revolutionary  claims;  and  that  so  much 
of  said  memorial  as  relates  to  the  services  of  said  cap- 


'ain  Nicholson  since  the  adoption  of  the  said  present 
constitution,  be  referred  to  the  fourth  auditor  of  the  trea- 
sury. 

Mr.  Elmore  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  lie  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  1 hat  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  report  to 
tins  house  statements  of  the  value  of  the  exports  and  im- 
ports of  each  state  and  territory  for  the  years  1837  and 
1838,  showing  what  amount  of  the  exports  was  of  for- 
eign, and  what  of  domestic  growth  and  manufacture; 
the  amount  of  duties  accruing  each  year  on  such  im- 
ports, and  the  amount  actually  collected,  what  amount 
was  duty  free,  and  what  amount  was  chargeable  with 
duty;  and  also,  what  amount  of  drawback  was  paid  in 
each  state. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  < t the  treasury  report 
further  to  this  house  what  articles  under  the  present 
tariff' of  duties  are  duly  free,  and  what  are  chargeable 
with  duties;  also,  what  is  the  specific  or  ad  valorem 
duty  paid  on  each  article  now,  and  what  will  he  the 
amount  of  duty  under  each  reduction  provided  for  by 
law. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  to  amend  the  act  to  author- 
ize the  issuing  of  treasury  notes  to  meet  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  government,  approved  May  21, 
1838. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  explained  that  the  limitation  in 
the  original  act  authorizing  the  issue  of  treasury 
notes  expired  on  the  31st"  December  last.  Two 
millions  of  the  notes,  though  authorized,  hq,d  not 
been  issued.  As  five  millions  of  those  issued 
would  fall  due  iu  a single  month,  in  the  first  half  of 
the  year,  it  was  essential  to  the  treasury  that  the 
term  should  be  extended  to  the  30th  June,  and  a 
portion  of  this  large  amount  thrown  on  the  latter 
part  of  the  year. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  its  further  consid- 
eration was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  here  took  occasion  to  state  that 
it  would  be  recollected  that  the  bill  to  postpone  the 
fourth  instalment  of  deposite  with  the  states  had 
been  made  the  special  order  of  the  day;  but,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Everett)  and  others 
were  anxious  to  take  up  the  resolution  in  relation 
to  Mr.  Swartwout,  he  (Mr.  C.)  would  not  move 
the  special  order  this  day.  Ami  he  hoped  that  a 
decision  would  be  had  on  the  resolution. 1 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  making  appropriations  (or  the  continuation  of 
the  Cumberland  road  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois; 
and  moved  its  reference  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Pickens  desired  to  be  informed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Pope)  whether  this 
bill  had  obtained  the  sanction  of  a majority  of  the 
committee?  Upon  this  point,  it  would >e  remem- 
bered, there  had  been  a controversy  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Drbmgoole,  the  house  then 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  (Mr.  Banks,  of  Va.  in  the  chair,)  and 
took  up  the  bill  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  with  Texas, 
by  running  the  boundary  line  between  Texas  and 
the  United  States.  The  bill  having  been  read.  Mr. 
Dromgoole  briefly  stated  that  it  was  a transcript  of 
a bill  for  the  same  purpose,  which  was  reported  for 
running  the  line  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico;  the  officers  to  be  employed  and  their  com- 
pensation were  precisely  the  same.  No  amend- 
ments being  offered  to  the  bill,  the  committee  rose, 
and  reported  it  to  the  house,  when  it  received  its 
third  reading,  and  was  passed. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Cambreleng’s  motion  for  the  raising  of  a select 
committee  to  investigate  the  defalcation  of  Mr. 
Swartwout,  together  with  Mr.  AVise’s  amendment 
thereto,  proposing  the  appointment  of  a committee 
by  ballot,  &c.  Mr.  Wise  modified  his  amendment 
by  accepting  as  a modification  the  resolution  moved 
some  days  since  by  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia.  Mr. 
Cambreleng  accepted  this  amendment,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  so  much  of  it  as  proposed  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee  by  ballot. 

A debate  then  ensued,  which  occupied  the  house 
till  near  5 o’clock,  in  which  Messrs.  Cambreleng, 
Mason,  of  Va.,  J.  Garland.  Piclcens,  Wise,  and 
Boon,  took  part;  when  Mr.  Road  obtained  the  floor, 
amidst  cries  for  adjournment.  He  refused  to  make 
the  motion,  lest  the  subject  should  slip  over  under 
some  interpretation  of  the  rules  of  order;  hut  hav- 
ing gone  on  some  timp,  and  Mr.  Curtis  having,  on 
inquiry  at  the  chair,  been  assured  that  this  subject 
would  come  up  in  order  to-morrow,  after  the  expi- 
ration of  the  hour  for  reports  and  resolutions 

Mr.  Bond  moved  that  the  house  adjourn;  and  it 
adjourned  accordingly. 

Wednesday,  January  9.  After  a large  number  of 
reports  upon  private  claims  had  been  received, 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom 
had  been  referred  the  message  of  the  president  of 
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the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  Smithsonian 
legacy,  moved  that  the  memorial  of  diaries  Fleiseh- 
mau,  and  the  drawing  of  a proposed  plan  for  the 
erection  of  the  institute,  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
that  committee;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cushman,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
moved  that  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  the  union  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  extend  the  privilege  of 
drawback,  and  to  abolish  distinctions  in  ports  of 
entry. 

Which  motion  having  been  agreed  to — Mr.  Cush- 
man moved  that  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading.  Mr.  Grennell  inquired  of  the  chair  whe- 
ther this  bill  did  not  require  commitment?  The 
Speaker  said,  if  the  bill  imposed  any  additional 
taxes  upon  the  people,  it  would  require  commit- 
ment. Mr.  Cambreleng  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Cushman)  the  propriety 
of  moving  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  until  to-morrow,  in  order  to  give  the  mem- 
bers an  opportunity  of  examining  its  provisions.  It 
was  a bill  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  thought  should  have 
been  adopted  long  since,  and  which  he  believed 
would  have  been  adopted  if  the  house  had  known 
its  objects.  Mr.  Cushman  yielded  to  this  sugges- 
tion, and,  on  his  motion,  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  in  answer  to  a resolution  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  31st  December,  1838, 
calling  lor  information  respecting  the  progress,  and 
causes  which  have  retarded  the  completion  of  fort 
Livingston,  at  Grand  Terre,  Louisiana. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
in  answer  to  a resolution  of  the  31st  nit.,  request- 
ing information  of  the  amount  due  from  the  late 
deposite  banks  at  tiie  time  of  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  with  the  sums  due,  and  how  secured. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary,  of  the  treasury, 
showing  the  names  of  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
treasury  department  in  1838,  with  the  time  each 
clerk  was  actually  employed  during  the  year,  and 
the  sum  paid  to  each. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury, 
submitting  a report  in  the  case  of  Gamaliel  E.  Smith, 
referred  to  him-  by  the  house  of  representatives, 
July  7,1833. 

Mr.  Pope  asked  leave  to  submit  a motion  that  the 
bill  extending  the  provisions  of  the  pension  law  to 
western  Indian  fighters,  be  made  the  special  order 
of  the  day  for  Tuesday,  the  15th  instant. 

Mr.  P.  remarked  that  this  subject  -had  been  for 
several  years  before  congress,  and,  unless  some 
special  day  was  assigned  for  this  bill,  he  feared  that  it 
would  not  be  reached  during  the  present  session. 
He  wished  to  have  the  claims  of  a brave  and  meri- 
torious class  of  men  considered  and  decided  by  con- 
gress. I ask  only  (said  Mr.  Pope)  that  the  subject 
may  be  fully  considered  and  justice  done. 

Objections  having  beer,  made,  Mr.  Pope  moved 
a suspension  of  the  rule. 

On  which  motion  Mr.  Cambreleng  called  for  the 
yeas  amt  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  were:  yeas  63,  nays  129. 

So  ttie  rule  was  not  suspended. 

The  house  thpn  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a select 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  Swartwout  defalca- 
tions— the  question  immediately  pending  being  on 
the  amendment  that  the  committee  be  selected  by 
ballot. 

Trie  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Bond  and 
Taylor. 

Mr.  Taylor- having  concluded  his  remarks,  Mr. 
Underwood  moved  the  previous  question;  but  on 
being  reminded  that  this  would  cut  off  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Wise,  he  withdrew  the  motion.  Mr. 
Thomas  then  addressed  the  house  in  favor  of  the  ap- 
ointment  of  a select  committee  by  the  chair,  which 
e argued  was  due  to  the  administration,  as  being 
held  responsible  for  the  money  lost  by  the  defalca- 
tion; hut,  as  it  seemed  not  lik'-dy  that  a majority  of 
the  house  would  consent  to  this,  he  concluded  by 
moving  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out 
the  words  “by  ballot,”  and  inserting  the  words 
“viva  voce.”  Mr.  Menefee  went  at  length  into  a 
reply,  touching,  in  his  course,  on  the  general  poli- 
tics of  the  country.  Mr.  Robertson  then  obtained 
the  floor,  and  went  very  fully  into  an  explanation 
of  a private  conversation  to  which  Mr.  Thomas 
had  seemed  to  allude  in  his  speech,  and  in  which 
Mr  R.  had  complained  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
speaker  had  constituted  the  select  committee  lately 
raised  in  reference  to  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands. 

Alter  Mr.  It.  conclu  led,  Mr.  Legare  obtained  the 
floor,  and  moved  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  this  motion;  but  the  house  refused  to 
order  them:  ayes  29,  noes  161. 

And  then  the  bouse  adjourned. 


Thursday,  Jan.  10.  After  the  reception  of  re- 
ports, all  of  which  were  on  private  claims,  the  un- 
linisbed  business  of  (he  morning  hour,  which  was 
the  modified  resolution  of  Mr.  Wise,  providing  that 
20,000  copies  of  the  documents  nos.  13  and  297— 
(tie  one  relating  to  public  defaulters,  and  the  other  to 
the  defalcations  of  Samuel  Swartwout— be  printed, 
was  resinned:  the  pending  question  being  on  1 lie 
motion  of  Mr.  Loomis  to  stiike  out  so  much  as  rela- 
ted to  document  297. 

Mr.  Graves  moved  a call  of  the  house,  and  on  that 
motion  asked  the  yeas  and  naj'S,  which  were  order- 
ed, and,  being  taken,  were:  yeas  88,  nays  95.  So 
the  call  was  not  ordered. 

Ttie  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to 
strikeout  from  the  first  resolulion  so  much  as  relates 
to  document  297,  Mr.  Bronson  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken, 
were:  yeas  89,  nays  112.  So  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

The  Chair  here  announced  the  special  orders  of 
the  daj',  being  ttie  consideration  of  certain  bills  re- 
ported from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs.  On  mo- 
tion ot  Mr.  Ingham,  the  house  resolved  itself  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
(Mr.  Banks,  of  Ya.  in  the  chair.) 

And  the  committee  took  up  for  consideration  the 
bill  for  extending  and  improving  the  navy  yard  at 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  and  for  constructing  a dry  dock  at 
the  same. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Paynter  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  inserting  a new  section  appropriating 
$100,000  for  the  construction  of  a dry  dock  at  the 
navy  yard  in  Philadelphia. 

A long  debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Payn- 
ter, Pickens,  Ingham,  Naylor,  Mallory,  W.  Thomp- 
son, Cambreleng,  Parmenter,  Reed,  Hoffman,  Ser- 
geant, Fry,  Potter,  Biddle,  Dawson,  Wise,  Petrikin, 
Hoffman,  Elmore,  C.  Shepard,  and  Stanly  took  part; 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  progress. 

The  Speaker  laid  sundry  executive  communica- 
tions before  the  house,  which  were  laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Before  the  house  adjourned,  Mr.  Curtis,  by  leave, 
made  an  explanation  in  reference  to  an  article  in  the 
Globe,  headed  “Black  Monday',”  in  which  reference 
had  been  made  to  him  in  a manner  which  he  consid- 
ered false  and  injurious. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  Jan.  11.  A number  of  commitiees  having 
made  reports,  Mr.  Craig  asked  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  first  Tuesday  in  February  next 
be  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  house  bill  no.  516, 
entitled  “A  bill  granting  an  additional  quantity  of  land 
for  the  location  of  revolutionary  bounty  land  warrants;” 
the  said  hill  to  take  precedence  of  all  other  business  on 
that  day. 

Objected  to. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  tile  morning  hour,  being  the 
consideration  of  the  modified  resolutions  ofMt.  Wise, 
providing  for  the  publication  of  20,000  extra  copies 
of  certain  public  documents  in  relation  to  defaulters, 
&c.  Mr.  Whittlesey  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tions by  striking  out  20,000  and  inserting  5,000. 
Mr.  W.  said  that  500  copies  would  be  enough  to 
supply  the  members  of  the  house,  and  also  those 
presses  in  the  country  which  wished  to  print  them  for 
political  purposes,  whilst  20,000  copies  would  not 
be  enough  tor  general  distribution. 

Mr.  Mitchell  said  that,  as  this  subject  had  already 
occupied  a long  time,  he  would  move  the  previous 
question.  And  the  house  seconded  the  motion, 
ayes  71,  noes  Go.  Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table.  Mr.  Wise  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Petri- 
kin  then  withdrew  his  motion,  and  subsequently 
moved  to  lay  tile  first  resolution  on  the  table;  which 
motion  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  being  on  ordering  the  main 
question,  the  house  decided  that  it  should  be  now 
taken. 

Mr.  Griffin  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question,  (being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions,) 
and  they  were  ordered  by  the  house.  Mr.  Petrikin 
asked  a division  of  the  main  question,  which  was 
ordered.  And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the 
first  resolution,  which  is  in  (lie  words  following,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  20,090  extra  copies  of  document  no. 
297,  of  the  2d  session  of  the  25th  congress,  and  a like 
number  extra  of  document  no.  13,  of  die  present  session 
of  congress,  the  former  relating  to  public  defaulters,  the 
latter  to  the  defalcation  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  be  print- 
ed. 

On  which  resolution  the  vote  stood:  yeas  110, 
nays  82.  So  the  first  resolution  was  adopted. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
resolution,  which  is  in  the  foliowing  words,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  report  to 
this  house:  1st,  what  defalcations  by  collectors  and  re- 


! ceivers  or  other  depositaries  of  the  public  money  have  | 
taken  place  sin  c dm  1st  day  ui  October,  1837,  the  names  ■ 
| of  the  defaulters,  when  and  where  they  took  place,  1 
and  what  amount.  2d.  What  amount  has  been  paid,  j 
| or  what  balances  appearing  due  from  defaulters  in  the 
j report  of  the  t7lh  of  January  last  have  been  adjusted 
and  reduced;  and  that  he  be  requested  to  report  to  this 
house  all  the  correspondence  touching  defalcations  of  i 
receivers  and  collectors  of  public  money  since  the  de- 
partment furnished  document  no.  297. 

And  the  vote  stood:  yeas  185,  nays  7.  So  the 
second  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  the  house  resolved  it- 
self info  commiltee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Banks,  of  Va.  in  the  chair,)  on  certain 
bills  reported  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 
The  committee  resinned  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  under  consideration  yesterday  extending  and  im- 
proving the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  and  for 
constructing  a dry  dock  at  the  same;  which  bill  Mr. 
Paynter  had  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  a new 
section  appropriating  $100,000  lor  the  construction 
of  a dry  dock  at  the  navy  yard  in  Philadelphia, - 
which  said  amendment  Mr.  W.  Thompson  had  mov- 
ed to  amend  by  striking  out  all  that  relates  to  a dry 
dock  at  Philadelphia,  and  inserting  an  appropriation 
of  $100,000  for  the  construction  of  a dry  dock  at 
Pensacola. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  the  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs. 
Evans,  Legare  and  Tillinghast;  and  by  Mr.  W. 
Thompson,  in  occasional  explanation.  After  which, 
Mr.  Wise,  having  appealed  to  the  committee  in  vain 
to  let  the  question  be  taken,  moved  that  the  bill  be 
laid  aside;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Keim  addressed  the  house  briefly  in  reply  to 
some  observations  made  by  his  colleague  yesterday. 

Mr,  W.  Thompson  endeavored  ineffectually  to  ob- 
tain the  floor  tor  the  purpose  of  replying  to  Mr. 
Evans. 

The  cries  of  “question,  question,”  which  had 
broken  out  at  intervals  for  the  last  half  hour,  became 
row  so  deafening  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible 
to  hear  any  thing  that  was  going  on.  And  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  amidst  a scene  of  the  most  boister- 
ous confusion.  The  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  rejected.  And  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  a motion  made’  by  Mr.  Peiriltin  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  was  also  rejected;  ar.d 
the  bill  was  then  laid  aside. 

The  committee  thereupon  took  up  for  considera- 
tion the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  pursers  of  the 
navy. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  N.  Y.  offered  an  amendment,  pro- 
posing a different  scale  of  pay,  as  an  additional  sec- 
tion, which  he  supported  by  a few  remarks,  and  a 
quotation  from  commodore  Barron.  The  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  as  were  two  others  moved  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  the  substance  of 
which  we  may  present  hereafter.  The  bill  was  then 
laid  aside  to  be  reported,  and  the  committee  look  up 
the  bill  respecting  navy  rations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed,  an  amendment  was  made 
to  this  hill,  offering  to  those  who  should  relinquish 
the  spirit  tation,  (now  reduced  to  one  gill,)  as  an 
equivalent,  6 cents  per  day  in  money;  also,  to  di- 
minish the  amount  of  biscuit  from  14  to  12  ounces. 

Mr.  Polls  ottered  an  amendment,  proposing  to 
strike  out  the  spirit  ration  entirely,  but  it  failed. 

The  bill  was  laid  aside,  and  the  committee  took 
lip  a hill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  two  receiving 
ships — one  for  Philadelphia,  ar.d  another  for  Balti- 
more; which  was  laid  aside  without  amendment. 

The  next  hill  was  (o  reduce  into  one  appropriation 
various  appropriations  for  building,  rebuilding,  pur- 
chasing, and  repairing  vessels  of  war,  and  for  provi- 
ding materials  for  the  same.  This  bill  was  laid 
aside,  and  the  committee  then  took  up  “a  hiil  for 
the  payment  of  certain  pensioners  heretofore  paid 
out  of  the  privateer  pension  fund.” 

Mr.  Cambreleng  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  and  of- 
fered as  a substitute  an  amendment  to  pay  hack  to 
the  privateer  pension  fund  any  part  of  it  which  had 
been  lost  by  fault  of  the  government. 

Some  debate  arose  on  this  amendment,  in  which 
Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Ingham,  Sallonstall,  and  Reed 
took  part.  The  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the 
bill  laid  aside. 

Tlie  bill  next  taken  up  was  to  reorganize  the  U. 

S.  marine  corps,  (by  adding  to  it  certain  officers, 
arid  augmenting  the  privates  to  1,000.) 

On  this  hill  a desultory  but  brief  debate  arose,  in 
which  Messrs.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  Underwood,  Wise, 
Cambreleng,  Petrikin,  and  Reed,  took  part,  Mr.  Wise 
defending  the  hill,  and  the  other  gentlemen  opposing 
it. 

The  committee  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Toucey, 
rose  and  reported  to  the  house  all  The  naval  bills, 
save  the  las!}  which  remains  in  committee  ot  the 
whole.  The  bills  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  compliance  with  the 
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act  of  congress  of  20th  April,  ISIS,  showing  the 
names  of  the  clerks  employed  during  the  year  183S 
in  the  offices  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  commissioner  of  the  gene- 
ral land  ollice,  in  answer  to  a resolution  of  the  house 
of  the  31st  ult.  calling  for  the  quantity  of  lands  be- 
longing (o  the  general  government  in  that  part  of  the 
Edwardsville  and  Kaskaskia  district,  in  Illinois, 
which  comprises  the  American  Bottom,  and  the 
number  of  years  the  said  land  has  been  subject  to 
entry. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
in  compliance  with  the  provision  of  the  5th  section 
of  the  act  ol  3d  of  Mprch,  1809,  transmitting  a state- 
ment showing  the  payments  made,  according  to  law, 
at  the  treasury  during  the  year  1838. 

Also,  a statement  from  the  same  department, 
showing  the  expenditures  and  receipts  of  the  marine 
hospital  lund  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men. Adjourned. 

Saturday,  Jan.  12.  Mr.  Cushman,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  commerce,  reported  a bill  to  authorize 
the  issuing  of  a register  to  Anthony  C.  Meneghetty, 
ot  the  sloop  Sarah;  which  bill  was  engrossed,  read 
a third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay,  the  committee  on 
military  affairs  were  discharged  from  the  resolution 
of  the  house  of  the  Slst  December  last,  for  the  re- 
peal of  so  much  of  the  act  of  2d  March,  1833,  as 
revives  the  punishment  of  stripes  and  lashes. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
buildings,  reported  a bill  providing  for  the  erec- 
tion ol  a fire-proof  building  for  the  use  of  the  gen- 
eral post  ollice  department.  [M.  L.  intimated  to 
the  house  that  he  should  take  an  early  opportunity 
to  call  up  this  bill.] 

The  committee  on  public  buildings  and  grounds 
having  been  called  fore  reports— 

Mr.  Adams  rose,  and  suggested  to  his  colleague, 
the  chairman  of  that  committee,  (Mr.  Lincoln,) 
the  propriety  of  calling  up  the  engrossed  joint  re- 
solution for  paying  the  workmen  employed  on  the 
public  works,  and  who  were  suffering  real  distress 
from  the  delay.  If  the  resolution  was  not  taken 
up  out  of  its  order,  the  probability  was,  that  the 
session  would  pass  over  without  action  upon  it. 
Their  claim  was  of  such  a nature  that,  as  private 
citizens  . they  could  recover  in  any  court  of  law. 
They  were  poor  people,  hard-working  men;  and  he 
hoped  that  some  of  the  members  of  this  house  who 
felt  so  great  an  attachment  to  hard-working  men — 
to  mechanics — would  sulfer  the  resolution1  to  be 
taken  up  and  passed. 

Some  conversation  followed,  when  Mr.  Lincoln, 
said  it  was  his  intention  to  ask  the  house  to  take 
up  the  subject  so  soon  as  all  the  committees  had 
been  called. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  a national  foundry  for  can- 
non, reported  a bill  for  that  object,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  senate,  for  tiie  ap- 
pointment of  a committee  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Smithsonian  institution,  was  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Bouldin  moved  that  the  house  bill  giving  the 
assent  of  Cungress  to  an  act  of  the  general  assembly 
of  Virginia,  incorporating  the  Falmouth  and  Alex- 
andria railroad  company,  be  recommitted  to  the 
committee  on  roads  and  canals.  Mr.  B.  explained 
that  since  this  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading, 
he  had  received  many  communications  objecting  to 
its  provisions,  and  therefore  it  was  that  he  moved 
a recommitment. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  moved  (o  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  in- 
structions to  report  a bill  with  all  the  reservations, 
restrictions,  and  provisions  contained  in  “An  act 
to  authorize  the  extension,  construction,  and  use  of 
a lateral  branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad 
into  and  within  the  District  of  Columbia,”  approved 
2d  March,  1S31;  and  further,  that  said  committee 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
further  amending  said  bill  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment by  said  railroad  company  to  tile  corporation 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  of  ten  cents,  or  some 
other  sum,  for  each  and  every  passenger  carried 
into  or  from  said  city  of  Washington  on  said  road; 
and  also  to  make  such  provisions  as  will  prevent 
said  railroad  co  npany  from  asking  an  unwarrant- 
able and  exhorbitant  price  for  carrying  the  United 
States  mail  on  said  road. 

Mr.  Mercer  said  he  did  not  rise  to  debate  this 
question,  but  rather  lo  apologize  for  not  debating 
it.  He  would  merely  state  that,  since  be  had  held 
, a seat  on  that  floor,  he  had  known  but  one  instance 
ol  recommitting  a repot;  from  one  standing  com- 
mittee to  another. 

The  question  was  first  put  on  the  motion  to 
recommit  to  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals, 
and  agreed  to. 


Mr.  £i«co//i asked  the  house  to  take  up  and  consid- 
er at  this  time  the  engrossed  joint  resolution  author- 
izing the  payment  of  the  workmen  employed  on 
the  treasury  building.  Objection  was  made,  and 
some  desultory  conversation  ensued,  when  Mr. 
Lincoln  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule.  But  he 
subsequently  withdrew  it,  on  t lie  understanding 
that  this  resolution  was  among  the  orders  on  the 
speaker’s  table,  and  that  there  were  only  three  or 
four  bills  which  preceded  it. 

Mr.  Clowney,  lrorn  the  committee  on  expendi- 
tures in  the  war  department,  made  a report  on  the 
case  of  Samuel  Lewis,  concluding  with  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  he  directed  to 
require  from  Samuel  Lewis  the  repayment  of  the  sum 
of  S8U0  improperly  allowed  to  him  tor  die  services  of 
his  son  Edward,  (a  minor,)  as  clerk  in  the  pension 
bureau,  from  July,  1818,  to  July,  1819,  together  with 
interest  from  the  day  lie  received  the  same;  and  upon 
the  refusal  or  neglect  of  the  said  Samuel  Lewis  to  re- 
fund the  said  sum  of  money  with  interest,  that  the  attor- 
ney general  of  the  United  States  be,  and  is  hereby  in- 
structed, forthwith,  to  institute  proper  legal  proceedings 
for  the  recovery  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Clowney  called  for  t ho  reading  of  the  report, 
which  (alter  some  opposition  on  account  of  its 
length)  was  read.  Mr.  Chambers  moved  that  the 
resolution  and  accompanying  documents  be  laid  ou 
the  (able,  and  be  printed.  Mr.  Wise  urged  action 
at  tlie  present  time.  This  was  the  first  report  that 
he  had  ever  heard  from  that  committee.  Mr. 
Clowney  said  that  the  documents  were  of  impor- 
tance to  the  right  understanding  of  the  case,  and 
he  should  prefer  that  the  whole  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  house.  And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  C.,  (he 
further  consideration  of  (he  subject  was  postponed 
until  Saturday  next,  was  made  the  order  for  that 
day,  and  the  report  and  accompanying  documents 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  a number  of  senate 
bills  on  the  speaker’s  table  were  taken  up,  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  their  titles,  and  referred  to 
the  appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  Curtis  asked  leave  at  this  time  to  submit  a 
motion  to  print  20,000  extra  copies  of  documents 
Nos.  54  and  G9,  being  additional  reports  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  in  relation  to  the  Svvartwout 
defalcations;  the  same  to  be  piiuted  with  the  other 
documents  heretofore  ordered.  Objection  having 
been  made — Mr.  Curtis  moved  a suspension  of  the 
rule.  Mr.  C.  was  proceeding  to  state  that  one  of 
the  questions  put  to  tile  secretary  of  the  treasury 
was,  why  he  could  not- — - And  Mr.  C.  was  here 
put  down  by  very  loud  cries  of  “order.”  Mr.  C. 
then  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  read  “10,000,” 
instead  of  “20,000”  copies. 

Mr.  JFi'se  wished  il  understood  that  these  were 
additional  documents  to  those  which  had  been  al- 
ready sent. 

Mr.  Smith  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule,  and  addressed  to  the 
chair  the  following  inquiry: 

Is  it  in  order  to  inquire  of  the  chair  whether, 
from  tlie  documents  now  moved  to  be  printed,  the 
fact  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Swartwont  remained 
without  the  bonds  required  by  law  from  the  year 
1834  to  1837? 

The  Speaker  said  it  was  not  in  order  to  debate 
the  motion.  Mr.  Smith.  Is  it  in  order  to  ask  for 
the  reading  of  the  documents?  The  Speaker  said 
the  documents  had  been  once  read.  Mr.  Smith.  I 
ask  the  chair  for  a distinct  answer  to  my  question; 
is  it  in  order  to  move  for  the  reading  of  the  docu- 
ments? The  Sj:eaker  said  it  was  not.  Mr.  Smith. 
Very  Well,  then,  1 am  satisfied. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided 
in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
.1.  W.  Allen,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Win.  B. 
Calhoun,  Win.  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey i Chapman, 
Cheatham,  Clark,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Crary,  Crans- 
ton, Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Dawson, 
Deberry,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  GiJdings,  Goode, 
Grantland,  Grennell,  Ilall,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoflindli,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson, 
Win.  C.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Legate,  Lincoln,  Lyon, 
Mallory,  Marvin.  J.  M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Mar- 
lin, Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  M.  Morris,  Calvary  Mor- 
ris, Naylor,  Noyes,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pickens,  Polls,  S.  S. 
Prentiss,  Putnam,  R-ariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway, 
Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  C. 
Shepard.  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith;  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Smart,  Stone,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tilliug- 
liasf.  'Poland,  Underwood,  A.  S.  While,  John  White, 
Lewis  Williams,  S.  Williams,  Jos.  L.  Williams,  Chris. 
H.  Williams.  Wise,  Word,  Yorke — 107. 

NA  VS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Benny.  Beers,  Be: me,  Bioknell.  Bird  .11,  Boon, 
Buchanan,  Chambers, Chaney,  Cleaveiand,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Craig,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Elmore,  Farrington, 
Isaac  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gray,  Haley,  Ilamcr,  Hawkins, 


Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Plubley, 
Win.  PI.  Hunter.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thus. 
B.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Kemi,  Kemble,  Klingensmidi,  Leadbelter,  Lea  is,  Lo- 
gan, Loomis,  McKay.  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan, 
Miller,  Morgan,  18.  W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens, 
Parker,  Paynter,  Pet ri kin,  Phelps,  Potter,  J.  H.  Prentiss, 
Roily,  Richardson,  Rives,  SJicffer,  Sheplor,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Touccy, 
Turner,  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams— 77. 

Not  two-thirds,  as  required  by  the  rule;  so  the 
rule  was  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
Tuesday  next,  ask  the  house  to  take  up  and  consider 
some  of  the  appropriation  bills. 

And  the  hour  having  elapsed,  the  Chair  announ- 
ced the  private  orders  of  the  day;  and  the  house 
passed  to  the  consideration  ot  piivate  bills. 

The  following  bills,  lying  over  from  last  week, 
were  read  a third  time  and  passed,  viz:  for  the  relief 
ot  Thomas  Triplett;  for  the  relief  of  Smith  & Town; 
lor  the  relief  of  Levi  Chadwick;  a joint  resolution 
tor  the  examination  and  payment  of  the  claims  of 
certain  workmen  employed  on  the  public  buildings; 
a joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the  lieiis  of  Chas. 
Brown,  deceased;  a bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a 
register  to  the  brig  Sarah. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  tlie  representatives  of 
Thomas  Glascock,  was  then  considered  and  ordered 
to  its  third  reading. 

[Bills  for  the  relief  of  Larkin  Smith  and  William 
Madison  were  much  debated,  and  finally  rejected.] 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  home  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a statement  of  the 
names  of  the  clerks  employed  in  the  war  depart- 
ment during  1838,  and  the  compensation  of  each. 

Also,  a letter  from  tlie  secretary  of  war,  transmit- 
ting the  information  called  for  by  the  bouse  ol  repre- 
sentatives on  the  3d  inst.  relative  to  gen.  Gratiot’s 
defalcation. 

My.  Underwood  presented  a communication  from 
gen.  Gratiot  upon  the  subject  of  his  alleged  defalca- 
tion. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  January  14.  Mr.  Craig  moved  to  re- 
consider tlie  vote  taken  on  Saturday  last  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Roger  Smith, 
which  motion  was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the 
journal. 

A motion  was  also  made  by  Mr.  Craig  that  the 
house  do  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  1 2ih  instant,  on 
the  question  that  the  bill  (No.  694)  lor  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  William  Madison,  be 
engrossed  and  read  a third  time,  whereby  said  bill 
was  rejected.  [This  motion  lies  over.] 

Mr.  Harlan  asked  the  house  at  this  time  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  hereto- 
fore offered  by  Mr.  Cambreleng,  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a select  committee  on  the  subject 
of  the  Swartwout  defalcations.  Mr.  H.  after  al- 
luding to  the  time  this  resolution  had  been  under 
consideration,  said,  “if  it  is  to  be  adopted,  let  it  be 
adopted;  if  it  is  to  be  abandoned,  let  it  be  aban- 
doned.” 

Mr.  Cambreleng  disavowed  the  intimation  which 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Harlan)  had 
given,  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  wished  to  abandon  this 
inquiry.  Mr.  C.  begged  leave  (o  remind  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  that  whilst  be  (Mr.  C.) 
had  occupied  only  about  ten  minutes  of  tlie  time 
of  tlie  house,  the  gentleman’s  friends  had  occupied 
many  days  in  debate.  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  said 
that,  as  this  was  resolution  day,  and  as  he  had  se- 
veral resolutions  to  offer,  he  must  object  to  the 
motion  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Harlan.)  On  the 
state  of  Mississippi  being  called — 

Mr.  Prentiss  rose,  and  asked  thp  house  at  this 
time  to  take  up  certain  resolutions  offered  by  him 
on  the  31st  of  December  last,  in  relatio'n  to  the 
election  of  himself  and  colleague,  in  order  to  fix 
upon  a day  certain  for  their  consideration.  Mr.  P. 
named  to-morrow  (Tuesday)  week. 

Objections  having  been  made, 

Mr.  Prentiss  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  (o 
enable  him  to  make  this  order,  and  asked  tlie  yeas 
and  nays  on  that  motion,  which  were  not  oidered. 
And  the  question  having  been  taken,  the  house  re- 
fused to  suspend  the  rules  lor  the  purpose  indi- 
cated. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  offered  the  follow  ing  reso- 
lutions: 

Resolved,  That  it  was  the  intention  of  the  framers 
of  tlie  constitution,  and  die  expectation  of  t he  people, 
that  die  congress  of  the  United  Slates  should  make  and 
enact  laws  fur  the  general  good  and  welfare  of  the  na- 
tion, and  to  promote  die  prosperity  ahu  happiness  of 
die  people:  and  whereas,  inslead  of  making  and  en- 
acting laws  for  die  general  good  and  welfare  of  the  na- 
tion, and  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
t lie  people,  the  congress  of  the  United  States  seems  to 
he  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  power  for 
those  who  arc  out,  and  of  retaining  it  for  those  who 
are  in  office,  thereby  contravening  the  great  object  and 
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intention  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution  and  the  just 
expectations  of  the  people:  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved.  That  we  proceed  to  the  despatch  of 
the  public  and  private  business  of  the  nation  and  the 
people,  by  enacting  such  laws  as  will  redound  to  ihe 
best  interests  of  the  nation,  and  by  the  passage  of  such 
bills  for  private  claimants  as  justice  and  right  demand. 

Resolved  further,  If  it  is  intended  not  to  act  upon  the 
public  and  private  business  for  which  we  were  assem- 
bled, but  only  to  remain  here  for  the  purpose  of  making 
speeches,  that  congress  ought  to  be  forthwith  adjourn- 
ed, and  that  the  people  should  hereafter  elect  members 
to  congress  who  will  work  more  and  talk  less. 

M r.' 3 Me  Cl  ure  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  JIdams  demanded  the  question  of  considera- 
tion. This,  Mr.  A.  said,  he  would  not  have  done, 
if  there  was  not  a precedent  of  a decision  last  week 
upon  a petition  ottered  by  himself,  refusing  the  re- 
ception of  that  petition  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
disrespectful  to  the  house.  If  that  petition  was 
disrespectful  to  the  house,  these  resolutions,  he 
maintained,  were  much  more  so.  Therefore  it  was 
that  he  asked  the  question  of  consideration. 

Mr  5-  Williams  (amidst  some  confusion)  was 
understood  to  deny  that  the  resolutions  were  dis- 
respectful to  the  house,  and  to  say  that  he  held 
himself  responsible  to  any  gentleman  who  con- 
sidered himself  aggrieved  by  them.  Mr.  Duncan 
and  Mr.  McClure  rose  at  the  same  time  to  make 
some  remarks,  the  latter  gentleman  expressed  him- 
self desirous  to  explain  the  reasons  lor  the  motion 
he  had  made. 

The  Speaker  said  the  question  of  consideration 
was  not  debateable,  and  read  the  rule  applicable  to  it. 
Mr.  S.  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  consideration,  wdiich  were  ordered. 
The  question  of  consideration  being  taken,  there 
were  yeas  67,  nays  93.  So  the  house  refused  now 
to  consider  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  S.  Williams  inquired  of  the  chair  whether 
the  resolutions  would  not  regularly  come  up  in 
their  order. 

The  Speaker  said  that  was  a question  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  house.  The  resolutions,  having 
been  presented,  were  now  on  the  speaker’s  table, 
subject  to  the  order  of  the  house. 

Mr  Wise  rose,  and  rpad  the  following  letter: 

New  York , January  10,  1839. 

My  dear  sir:  I hope  you  will  pardon  the  liberty  I 
am  about  to  take  in  addressing  to  you  this  communica- 
tion, and  sincerely  hope  that  the  subject  of  it  may  be 
deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  meet  your  early 
consideration.  A difficulty  of  an  extremely  aggrava- 
ting and  painful  nature  has  been  some  time  pending 
between  commodore  . I.  D.  Elliott,  late  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron,  and  myself;  and 
although  I have  repeatedly  demanded  action  on  the 
charge's  I have  lodged  against  him,  I regret  to  say  as 
yet  no  notice  has  been  taken  of  those  demands.  The 
point  at  issue,  it  appears  to  me,  (and  must  appear  so  to 
every  reflecting  mind,)  involves  matter  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  decision  of  this  question,  will  determine  whether 
officers,  in  future,  are  tamely  and  quietly  to  submit  to 
outrage  and  insult  from  a superior,  and,  agreeably  to 
the  regulations  of  the  navy,  receive  redress  front  the 
deparfment,  or  whether  they  are  to  take  it  into  their 
own  hands.  I have  demanded  the  trial  of  commodore 
Elliott  for  a most  violent,  unprovoked,  and  insulting  out- 
rage upon  mv  feelings,  committed  publicly  on  a race- 
course, near  Port  Mahon,  (Island  of  Minorca,)  in  the 
presence  and  hearing  of  several  thousand  spectators. 
I have  appealed  to  the  department  for  justice,  and  the 
only  justice  I have  received  is  a trial  upon  that  appeal 
on  two  different  sets  of  charges  preferred  by  the  com- 
mander-in-chief; upon  both  of  which  I have  been  fully 
and  honorably  acquitted.  My  wish  is,  that  commo- 
dore Elliott  may  be  brought  before  a court  of  inquiry 
for  his  general  conduct  while  -commander-in-chief  of 
the  Mediterranean  squadron— -and  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  two  courts  by  which  I have  been  tried,  and 
up°on  which  my  charges  against  him  are  grounded,  may 
be  called  lor  by  congress.  This,  it  appears  to  me,  is  at 
present  the  only  effectual  mode  of  bringing  the  matter 
to  a final  and  just  issue;  and  I sincerely  hope  that  (if 
your  other  duties  will  admit  of  it)  you  will  lend  me 
your  aid  on  this  occasion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  Hunter. 

Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  Washington, 

In  connexion  therewith,  Mr.  W.  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  directed 
to  furnish  this  house  with  certain  charges  heretofore 
preferred  by  C.  .G.  Hunter,  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  against 
capt.  J.  D.  Eliiott,  of  “most  violent,  instiling  outra- 
ges upon  the  feelings  and  rights  of  said  Hunter,  on  a 
race-course  nearPorJ  Mahon,  island  of  Minorca,’  and 
of  general  misconduct  while  commander-in-chief  of  the 
Mediterranean  squadrons,  and  to  furnish  the  reasons, 
if  any,  why  the  department  has  not  heretofore  ordered 
a court  of  inquiry  to  sit  upon  said  charges  agajnstsaid 
Eiliott;  and  to  furnish,  also,  copies  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  two  courts  of  inquiry  which  were  ordered  to  try 
certain  charges  preferred  bv  said  Elliot  against  said  i 
Hunter,  upon  which  said  Hunter  was  acquitted,  and  | 


upon  which  the  charges  of  said  Hunter  against  said 
Elliott  were  founded. 

The  Speaker  said  that  the  resolution  would  regu- 
larly lie  over  one  day.  Mr.  Wise  asked  its  consid- 
eration now.  Mr.  Crary  suggested  an  amendment 
proposing  an  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  presentation  of  a certain  service  of  plate  to 
com.  Elliott.  The  Speaker  said  the  house  had  not 
yet  determined  to  consider  the  resolution.  And 
objection  being  made,  Mr  Wise  moved  a suspen- 
sion of  the  rule;  which  motion  was  agreed  to.  And 
the  resolution  was  considered  and  adopted. 

The  following  resolutions,  among  others,  were 
also  submitted: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman , of  Iowa, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  what  probable  proportion  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  remain  unoccupied  and  unsold  in  consequence 
of  not.  granting  pre-emption  on  timbered  land  in  con- 
junction with  prairie,  and  whether  any  considerable 
number  of  the  actual  settlers  intended  to  be  brought 
within  the  provisions  of  the  late  pre-emption  law  have 
been  and  are  liable  to  be  excluded;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
pre-emption  law,  so  that  all  who  nave  settled,  or  shall 
hereafter  settle,  may  purchase  timbered  land  and  prairie 
in  conjunction,  if  they  desire. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  the  expediency  of  granting 
to  the  terrilory  of  Iowa  a quantity  of  land  whereon  the 
seat  of  government  may  be  located. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
a further  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  Des 
Moines  and  Rock  river  rapids,  on  the  Mississippi  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crary, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Mackinac,  according  to  the  recommendation  of  lieut. 
Homans,  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  Miller  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
and,  debate  arising  thereon,  it  was  laid  over  under 
the  rule: 

“ Resolved , That  the  select  committee  on  the  public 
lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  to  each  of  the  states  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama.  Arkansas,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Michigan,  and 
Missouri,  a quantity  of  land  to  be  applied  to  the  con- 
struction of  works  of  interna!  improvement  within  those 
states'  respectively;  which  lan*l  so  granted,  with  what 
each  of  those  states  has  heretofore  received  (if  any) 
from  the  United  States,  for  such  purposes,  shall  make 
the  entire  grant  to  each  equal  to  that  heretofore  granted 
to  the  state  of  Ohio. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Robertson , of  Virgi- 
nia, to  amend  said  resolution  by  striking  out  the 
words  “of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Ar- 
kansas, Illinois,  Indiana,  Michigan,  and  Missouri.” 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a memorial  of  the  legislature 
of  the  state  of  Alabama,  praying  that  compensation 
may  be  made  to  certain  citizens  of  said  state  for  de- 
predations committed  by  Creek  Indians  prior  to  and 
since  the  year  1836;  which  said  memorial  accom- 
panied by  resolutions  of  said  legislature  in  relation 
thereto,  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Doly, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  declaring 
Green  Bay  and  Milwaukee  ports  of  entry;  and  of  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  placing  buoys  at  the  entrance 
of  the  channel  of  the  Neenahor  Fox  river;  and  that  the 
report  of  lieutenant  .1.  T.  Ilomans,  contained  in  docu- 
ment No.  24  of  documents  of  this  session,  be  referred 
to  said  committee. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  territories  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  necessity  of  changing  and 
limiting  to  shorter  periods  the  tenure  of  office  of  the 
governor,  secretary,  members  of  the  legislative  assem- 
bly, judges,  attorney,  and  marshal  of  the  territory  of 
Wisconsin,  and  of  definingby  law  the  commencement 
and  termination  of  the  term  of  service  of  the  delegate 
for  said  territory  in  the  house  of  representatives. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  territories  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
general  system  of  internal  improvements  in  theterruory 
of  Wisconsin,  and  of  providing  such  means  as  may  be 
required  to  carry  the  same  into  eflfect. 

Oil  mation  of  Mr.  Miller, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  mili'ary  affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  military  de- 
fences on  the  western  frontier  of  the  United  States,  and 
into  theexpediency  of  adopting  for  the  protection  of  said 
frontier  an  adequate  sj stem  of  defence;  and  that  the 
said  committee  be  further  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  to  enable  the 
United  States  government  to  carry  into  effect  such  sys- 
tem of  defence  on.  said  frontier  as  may  be  adopted  fol- 
ks permanent  protection  and  security. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison , 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  on  sfeamboats 
he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  act  regula’ing  steamboats  and  other  ves- 
sels propelled  by  steam,  ns  to  require  all  engineers,  be- 
fore they  shall  be  allowed  to  act  as  such,  to  be  examin- 
ed by  a competent  board  of  persons  appointed  for  tha 
purpose,  who  upon  being  found  qualilied,  shall  obtain  a 
certificate  to  that  effect. 


That  they  further  inquire  into  the  expediency,  also, 
of  requiring  all  pilots  of  steamboats  and  other  vessels 
propelled  by  steam  to  be  examined  in  like  manner,  and, 
if  found  qualified  upon  such  examination,  shall  also  ob- 
tain a certificate  of  his  qualifications. 

That  they  further  inquire  into  tile  propriety  of  amend- 
ing said  act  so  as  to  prohibit  any  person  from  acting  as 
captain  or  commander  of  any  steamboat,  until  he  shall 
have  served  at  least  two  years  in  said  business;  also 
into  the  expediency  of  requiring  every  applicant  before 
examination  to  bring  forward  testimonials  of  his  sober, 
moral,  and  industrious  habits. 

That  the  committeeon  commerce  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  so  amending  the  laws  relative  to  debenture 
as  to  allow  drawbacks  upon  goods  employed  in  the 
trade  from  Missouri  and  Arkansas  to  Santa  Fe,  and 
other  provinces  in  Mexico. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  time  of  hold- 
ing the  fall  terms  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uniled  Slates 
for  the;  southern  district  of  Alabama  to  a laier  and  more 
healthy  season  of  the  year,  so  as  to  prevent  a failure  of 
the  courts. 

Ori  motion  of  Mr.  Crabb, 

Resolved,  That  the.  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads  be  instructed  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  continuing  the  present  mail  facili- 
ties to  the.  people  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Crabb  moved  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  the  postmaster  general  be  instructed 
to  report  to  this  house  what  amount  of  funds,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  proceeds  of  the  post  office  department,  will 
be  necessary  to  continue  during  the  present  yearthe 
mail  facilities  on  the  present  establishment  of  that  de- 
partment; and  also  to  report  to  this  house  what  reduc- 
tion in  said  mail  facilities  he  has  ordered,  and  whether 
such  reductions  have  been  general  in  every  part  of  the 
union,  in  due  proportion  to  the  facilities  heretofore  ex- 
tended to  the  different  states  respectively.’’ 

The  rule  which  requires  this  resolution  to  lie  on 
the  table  one  day  being  dispensed  with,  it  was  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rariden, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting 
and  passing  a joint  resolution  authorizing  the  commis- 
sioner of  public  lands,  upon  proper  cases  made  out,  to 
issue  duplicate  bounty  land  warrants  where  the  origi- 
nals have  been  lost  or  destroyed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  of  Indiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  to 
much  of  the  act  “making  appropriations  for  the  im- 
provement of  certain  harbors  therein  mentioned  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ana  thirty-six;  and  for 
other  purposes,’’  approved  July  4,  1836,  as  prescribes 
the  plan  for  constructing  the  harbor  at  Michigan  city, 
so  as  to  authorize  the  secretary  of  war  to  determine  the 
plan  ol  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Boon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolish- 
ing the  duty  on  alum  salt. 

On  motion  cl  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  a 
grant  of  land  lo  the  stale  of  Louisiana,  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  the  various  works  of  internal  improve- 
ments, passing  through  the  lands  of  the  United  States, 
in  which  the  said  stale  is  engaged. 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table  one  day, 
under  the  rule,  viz: 

“ Resolved , That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  house  who  was  the  postmaster 
at  Monroe,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana,  on  the  1st  day 
of  August,  in  the  year  1838,  and  for  six  years  previous, 
and  who  is  the  postmaster  of  that  office  at  this  time, 
and,  if  any  change  has  been  made,  « lien  it  was  made. 
That  he  also  communicate  whether  or  not  Bernard 
Hempkin,  during  tiie  time  he  was  in  office,  cond  cted 
the  business  in  a faithful,  methodical,  and  correct  man- 
ner. Also,  that  he  (the  said  postmaster  general)  do  com- 
municate to  this  house,  ail  the  documents,  letters,  or 
papers  of  any  kind  addressed  to  him,  or  any  of  his 
subordinates,  relating  to  the  removal  of  said  Bernard 
Hempkin  from  office,  (if  he  has  been  removed,)  and 
the  appointment  of  his  successor.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamer, 

■ Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing 
a hydrographical  bureau  in  the  navy  department.  - 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Goode, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a 
hill  authorizing  the  state  of  Ohio  to  purchase  the  United 
Slates’  alternate  section  on  the  Miami  canal,  in  the 
state  of  Ohio,  and  on  so  much  of  the  Maumee  canal  as  lies 
: n the  state  of  Ohio,  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  Morris, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected lo  inform  this  house  whether  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  the  surplus  revenue  lias  been  deposited  with 
he  several  stales,  as  provided  by  the  act  of  congress 
ipproved  June  23d,  1836,  and  the  payment  of  which 
■.  us  (by  an  act  oi  congress  approved  October  2d,  1837) 
oostponed  until  the  1st  day  of  January,  1839,  and,  if 
not,  why  it  is  withheld,  contrary  to  law. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Williams, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  bouse  the  manner  of  ihe  expenditure  of 
tlie  $150,000  appropriated  during  the  last  session  of 
congress  for  the  erection  and  repair  of  arsenals  on  the 
western  waters,  and  to  specify  the  particular  expendi- 
ture on  each. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Maury, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  law 
allowing  compensation  for  horses  or  other  property  de- 
livered over  to  the  United  States  .by  the  volunteers  in 
Florida,  as  to  embrace  cases  in  which  such  delivery 
was  made  without  the  order  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral or  other  commanding  officer. 

Also,  that  the  committee  of  claims  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  provisions 
of  the  3d  section  of  an  act  approved  March  1,  1837, 
entitled  “An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  army  for  the  year  1836,  and  for  other  purposes,” 
to  all  the  companies  of  volunteer  mounted  men,  whose 
services  were  accepted  by  the  governor  of  Tennessee, 
under  requisitions  from  the  secretary  of  war,  or  from 
generals  commanding  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
at  any  time  during  the  year  1836. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cheatham, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and 
post  roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  so  amending  the  law  in  relation  to  the  franking  pri- 
vileges of  members  of  congress  as  to  curtail  the  privi- 
lege^ to  sixty  days  before  and  after  the  rise  of  each  ses- 
sion of  congress,  and  further  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  curtailing  and  limiting  the  exercise  of  the 
franking  privileges  of  the  various  officers  of  the  exec- 
utive departments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Turney, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary  claims 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law  for  the  payment  of  commutation  pay  to  the 
heirs  of  capt.  Stephen  Merritt,  and  that  said  committee 
also  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  the  payment  of  commutation  to  the  heirs  of  capt. 
Jiles  Raines,  and  that  the  accompanying  papers  be  re- 
ferred to  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Williams,  of  Term., 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary  pen- 
sions injuire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  act 
of  congress  of  the  6th  of  April,  1838,  which  provides, 
in  certain  cases,  for  the  payment  of  pensioners  at  the 
treasury  department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southgate, 

Resolved,  That  the  claims  of  Milus  W.  Dickey  and 
Jas.  H.  McClure  & co.  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
claims. 

Mr  Graves  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  rejected: 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  of  this  house  proposing  a 
purchase,  by  the  government,  of  the  stock  held  by  in- 
dividuals in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal,  be  made 
the  special  order  for  Monday,  the  28th  instant,  from 
and  after  one  o’clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Underwood, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretaries  of  state,  of  war,  of  the 
navy,  and  of  the  treasury,  be  respectfully  directed  to 
inform  this  house  whether  the  reports  of  the  standing 
committees  of  either  house  of  congress  are  recognised 
by  the  accounting  officers  in  their  departments  as  a 
proper  foundation  upon  which  to  allow  a claim  against 
the  government  after  the  same  has  been  rejected,  and 
how  many  claims,  if  any,  have  been  allowed  within  the 
last  two  years  in  consequence  of  such  reports,  after  the 
same  have  been  first  rejected  by  the  proper  accounting 
officers. 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one  day  un- 
der the  rule,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretaries  of  state,  of  war,  of  the 
treasury,  and  of  the  navy,  and  the  postmaster  general, 
be  directed  to  report  to  this  house,  at  as  early  a day  as 
practicable,  the  number  and  salaries  of  the  clerks  and 
other  persons  employed  in  their  respective  departments 
and  offices  at  the  commencement  and  end  of  the 
presidency  of  general  Jackson. 

Mr.  Pope  submitted  the  following,  which  was 
read  and  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  viz. 

Whereas,  according  to  the  clear  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  7th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  provides  that  all  bills  for  rais- 
in" revenue  shall  originate  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, and  the  9th  section  of  the  same  article,  which  pro- 
vides that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury 
but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law,  the 
control  and  sale-keeping  of  the  public  moneys  belong 
to  the  representatives  ol  the  people: 

1st.  Therefore  resolved,  That  a law  ought  to  be  pass- 
ed by  congress  to  divorce  the  public  purse  from  the 
custody  and  control  of  the  president  and  all  officers  re- 
movable at  displeasure,  and  to  provide  that  no  money 
shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  or  places  designated 
for  the  deposite  and  security  of  the  public  money  either 
by  the  mandate  of  the  executive  or  the  judiciary. 

2d.  That  the  public  treasury  ought  to  be  made  inde- 
pendent of  the  executive  and  judicial  departments,  and 
subject  onlv  to  the  control  of  the  legislature. 

3d.  That  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  ought  to 
hold  his  office,  not  at  the  pleasure  ol  the  president,  but 
during  liis  good  behaviour  and  the  term  for  which  lie' 
may  be  appointed,  subject  to  removal  only  by  impeach- 1 


ment  or  upon  the  address  of  a majority  of  the  house  of 
represeniatives  and  the  senate. 

4th.  That  all  the  officers  to  be  employed  or  concern- 
ed'in  the  collection  or  receipt  of  the  public  revenue, 

whose  compensation  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of 

dollars,  ought  to  be  appointed  by  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  removable  by  him  for  reasonable  cause, 
to  be  reported  to  congress  at  their  next  session;  but  the 
expression  of  political  opinion,  without  partisan  vio- 
lence or  unbecoming  interference  in  elections,  ought 
not  to  be  deemed  cause  for  removal,  and  fitness,  integ- 
rity, and  good  behaviour  ought  be  the  essential  requi- 
sites in  a public  officer. 

5th.  That  the  public  dues  ought  to  be  paid  to  the 
keepers  or  depositaries  of  the  public  money  designated 
by  congress  or  under  their  authority,  instead  of  the  col- 
lectors and  receivers,  as  now  authorized  by  law. 

6th.  That  the  guardianship  and  control  of  the  public 
money  assigned  by  the  constitution  to  the  legislature  has 
been  long  held  by  the  enlightened  friends  of  freedom  in 
England  and  the  United  States  as  the  best  and  only 
effectual  security  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  that 
all  laws  necessary  and  proper  ought  to  bp  passed  to 
maintain  inviolate  this  essential  and  only  barrier  to  cor- 
rupt administration  and  arbitrary  power. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harlan, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee,  on  revolutionary 
claims  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  the 
claim  of  Lewis  Webb  for  services  as  an  officer  in  the 
war  of  the  revolution. 

[The  remainder  of  the  resolutions  offered  this 
day  shall  have  a place  in  the  next  “Register.”] 

Tuesday,  Jan.  15.  Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  moved  that  that 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  a certain  document  from  the  treasury 
department  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  the 
revenue  law,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  manufactures,  and  be  printed. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  debate  between 
Mr.  Cambreleng  and  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  then  modified  his  motion  so  as 
to  move  to  print  the  document  only;  which  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Among  the  reports  presented  were  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Word,  from  the  committee  on  public 
lauds;  a bill  to  confirm  certain  purchases  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  state  of  Mississippi  under  the 
act  of  the  10th  of  June,  1834. 

Mr.  Loomis,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
with  an  amendment  senate  bill  to  change  the  loca- 
tion of  the  office  of  surveyor  general  ol  the  district 
composed  of  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michi- 
gan; and  without  amendment  senate  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Jean  B.  Valle. 

Mr.  Turney,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported,  with  amendments,  senate  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  an  act  to  require  the  judge  of  the 
district  of  East  and  West  Tennessee  to  hold  a court 
at  Jackson,  in  said  state,  approved  June  IS,  1838. 

The  said  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  engros- 
sed, and  was  subsequently  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Murray,  from  the  committee  on  .public  lands, 
made  a report  against  the  memorial  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Missouri,  praying  that  the  amount  of  money 
collected  by  rents  from  the  lead  mines  may  be  re- 
turned to  the  counties,  respectively,  in  which  the 
lead  was  obtained. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house- a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  informa- 
tion called  for  by  the  house  on  the  9th  of  July  last, 
as  to  the  number  of  clerics  employed  in  replying  to 
the  various  calls  for  information  which  were  made 
by  the  house  at  the  last  session  of  congress,  and 
the  expense  thereof. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting  a copy  of 
the  survey  and  chart  of  the  southern  coast  of  the 
United  Stales  from  Tybee  bar  to  Hunting  island, 
May  river,  directed  by  the  act  of  congress  of  the 
3d  March,  1837,  with  a view  to  the  practicability 
of  establishing  a naval  depot  within  the  waters  em- 
braced in  the  survey. 

Mr.  Loomis,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  the  following  resolution: 

“ Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  prepare 
and  report  to  this  house,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may 
be  done,  statements  showing — 

“ 1.  The  whole  amount  of  public  lands  to  which  the 
Indian  title  has  been  extinguished;  the  amount  sur- 
veyed; the  amount  granteef  for  bounties  and  public 
services;  the  amount  ceded  to  states  and  territories, 
and  granted  and  reserved  for  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion, for  roads,  for  canals,  and  all  other  special  and  lo- 
cal objects,  and  the  amount  sold. 

“2.  The  entire  cost  to  the  government  of  all  the 
public  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extin- 
guished, and  of  the  care  and  sale  of  the  same,  as  near 
as  the  same  can  be  ascertained  and  estimated,  includ- 
ing the  pay  and  compensation  and  expenses  to  the 
government  of  all  persons  employed;  the  amount  paid, 
and  obligated  to  be  paid,  for  the  extinguishment  of  Iri- 
! dian  titles,  accounting  annuities  at  such  sums  as  in- 
I vested  at  5 per  cent,  would  produce  them,  and  exclud- 


ing the  purchase  money  for  cessions  from  foreign  gov- 
ernments; and  the  expense  of  Indian  wars;  and  the 
like  amount  including  the  purchase  money  paid  for 
the  acquisition  of  lands  and  territories  from  foreign  gov- 
ernments. 

“3.  The  quantity  of  lands  that  have  remained  un- 
sold by  the  latest  return,  after  having  been  in  market 
for  the_ space  of  each  of  the  periods — rive  years,  ten 
years,  fifteen  years,  and  twenty  years;  and  the  quan- 
tity sold  after  having  been  in  market  for  each  of  the 
same  periods;  and  the  quantity  thrown  into  market 
each  year,  and  the  quantity  sold  during  each  year.’’ 

The  resolution  having  been  read  twice,  Mr. 
Loomis  asked  that  the  house  would  now  consider 
and  dispose  of  the  same;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

Some  debate  followed,  having  reference  to  the 
necessity  of  this  call  for  information,  it  being  con- 
tended that  the  greater  portion  (if  not  all  of  it)  was 
already  in  possession  of  the  house,  either  in  docu- 
ments printed  for  the  house  or  Ihe  senate;  Messrs. 
Rice  Garland,  Loomis,  Yell,  Harlan  and  Mont- 
gomery participating. 

Mr.  Yell  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  re- 
solution as  relates  to  the  inquiry  contained  in  the 
third  division;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

And  the  resolution  was  adopted — ayes  96,  noes 
not  counted. 

A bill  having  been  reported  in  relation  to  the 
courts  in  Alabama,  and  an  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  some  debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs. 
Marlin,  Chapman , Lyon,  and  Crabb  participated; 
when  Mr.  Thomas  suggested  that,  as  the  bill  was 
entirely  of  a local  chaiacter,  its  further  considera- 
tion should  either  be  postponed  until  Friday  next, 
or  that  it  be  recommitted.  And  the  bill  was  then 
recommitted  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  Chair  announced  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  rose  and  said  that  he  had  in- 
tended to  ask  the  house  to  take  up  some  of  the  ap- 
propriation bills;  but,  under  the  hope  that  the  house 
would  dispose  of  the  executive  communication  in 
relation  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  w biclt  stood 
in  the  way  of  all  the  business,  he  would  not  carry 
his  intention  into  effect  this  day.  He  hoped  the 
house  w ould  come  to  some  decision. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a select 
committee  on  Mr.  Swartwout’s  defalcations,  the 
pending  question  being  on  the  motion  to  strike  out 
the  words  “ by  ballot,”  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  w'ords  “viva  voce.” 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  Legate,  who 
was  succeeded  by  Messrs.  Cushing,  Cushman, 
Wise,  Cambreleng,  Hoffman,  Thomas,  Prentiss,  and 
Underwood;  and,  before  the  latter  gentleman  con- 
cluded his  remarks,  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  January  16.  Mr.  Dromgoole  asked 
the  house,  by  general  consent,  to  take  up  and 
consider  at  this  time  the  following  resolution  here- 
tofore offered  by  him: 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  this  house  be  so  amended 
as  to  substitute  the  viva  voce  vole  of  the  members  in 
all  cases  in  which  the  ballot  is  at  present  required. 

Mr.  D.  explained  as  his  reason  for  calling  up  the 
resolution  now,  that  its  adoption  would  in  ail  proba- 
bility obviate  many  difficult  questions  of  order.  Mr. 
Wise  objected.  Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  a suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.  Mr.  Wise  moved  a call  of  the 
house.  Mr.  Pickens  desired  to  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  offered  this  resolution,  whether  it 
was  intended  to  include  the  case  of  the  election  of 
president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States? 

Mr.  Dromgoole  was  understood  to  say  that  he  had 
offered  the  resolution  with  the  express  view  of 
meeting  such  cases  as  were  embraced  within  the 
rules  of  the  house.  The  election  of  president  and 
vice  president  were  provided  for  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  not  by  the  rules  of 
the  bouse.  In  any  event,  the  latter  election  would 
not  come  on  this  session. 

Mr.  Adams  appealed  to  Mr.  Dromgoole  to  with- 
draw his  motion,  so  as  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  until  there  would  be  an  op- 
portunity to  occupy  some  of  the  time  of  the  house 
in  the  discussion  of  the  important  principle  it  con- 
tained. Mr.  Dromgoole  did  not  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion. And  the  question  being  then  taken  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Wi3e,  a call  of  the  house  was  or- 
dered. 

And  the  roll  having  been  called,  153  members 
answered  to  their  names. 

The  names  of  the  absentees  were  then  called, 
when  (here  appeared  additional  members  so  as  to 
make  up  the  number  of  190  members  answering 
to  their  names. 

And,  on  motion,  all  further  proceedings  on  the 
call  were  suspended. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules,  Mr.  ICeim  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered.  Mr.  T.ewis  Williams  moved 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table.  The  Speaker 
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said  that  motion  was  not  now  in  order,  the  resolu- 
tion not  being  before  the  house.  The  question  be- 
fore the  house  was  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules.  Mr.  Wise  inquired  of  the'  chair  if  it  was 
not  in  order  to  move  to  lay  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules  on  the  table?  The  Speaker  said  that  mo- 
tion would  be  in  order,  but  that  was  not  the  motion 
which  had  been  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina.  And  the  question  on  the  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  97,  nays  93.  (Not  two-thirds.) 
So  the5  rules  were  not  suspended  to  allow  Mr. 
Drotngoole’s  motion  for  changing  the  rules  to  be 
considered.  Mr.  Lewis  Williams  presented  certain 
joint  resolutions  from  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
North  Carolina,  on  the  subject  of  the  distribution 
of  the  public  lands.  On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  the 
same  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  select  commit- 
tee heretofore  appointed  on  the  same  subject,  and 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A number  of  committees  made  reports  upon  in- 
dividual claims. 

Mr.  McKay,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  “an 
act  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  union,  suppress  insurrections  and  repel  in- 
vasions, and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those 
purposes,  approved  February  28,  1795. 

Mr.  Howard,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  statfi  of  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Legare,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
report  against  the  petition  of  the  Franklin  Asso- 
ciation of  Ministers  of  Massachusettss,  fora  con- 
vention of  nations,  to  adjudicate  national  contro- 
versies without  a resort  to  war. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  from  the  committee  on  revolu- 
tionary pensions,  reported  a bill  to  amend  the  act 
of  the  7lh  July,  1838,  granting  half  pay  and  pen- 
sions to  certain  widows. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  select  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  subject  of  steam  engines,  moved  for  the 
printing  of  two  communications  from  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  on  the  subject  of  steam  engines, 
together  with  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Pittsburg 
in°  behalf  of  Cadwallader  Evans’s  invention,  and 
the  petition  of  owners  of  steamboats  at  Louisville, 
which  had  been  referred  to  that  committee. 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  leave  given,  Mr,  Sergeant  also  introduced  a 
resolution  providing  that  10,000  extra  copies  of  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  steam  en- 
gines be  printed  for  the  use  ol  this  house;  and  also 
so  many  extra  copies  of  the  two  communications 
this  day  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Which  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S.  Mason,  from  the  select  committee  td  which 
the  bill  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  “an  act  to 
extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land 
■warrants  and  returning  surveys  thereon  to  the 
general  land  office,  approved  July  7,  1833,”  was 
referred  on  the  14th  instant,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and-the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a third  time  to-day. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a select  committee  on  the  Swart- 
wout  defalcations. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  Underwood, 
(who  held  the  floor  from  yesterday;)  and  who  was 
followed  by  Mr.  Fry,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Biddle,  Mr. 
Toucey,  and  Mr.  Duncan,  who  had  not  conclu- 
ded what  he  had  to  say,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr 
Turney,  the  house  adjourned  (about  5 o’clock.) 

Thursday,  December  17.  After  several  reports 
upon  individual  claims  had  been  received, 

Mr.  Casey  laid  before  the  house  a communication 
from  the  secretary  of  war  to  Mr.  Casey,  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  public  lands,  enclosing  the 
following  letter  from  H.  D.  Gilpin,  solicitor  of  the 
treasury,  to  wit: 

“I  have  received  a letter,  dated  the  3d  instant,  from 
Messrs.  Morris  and  Collins  and  Butterfield,  the  special 
counsel  of  the  United  States,  at.  Chicago,  relative  to  the 
claim  of  J.  B.  Branbien  to  the  military  reservation  at 
fort  Dearborn.  In  this  letter  they  state  that  they  are 
informed  that  Branbien  and  his  grantees  will  make  ap- 
plication to  congress,  at  the  present  session,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  a special  law  confirming  his  claim. 
If  such  an  effort  should  be  made,  it  is  desirable- that  the 
committee,  who  may  have  charge  of  the  matter., should 
be  informed  of  the  conclusive  evidence  that  exists,  both  in 
this  office  and  the  war  department,  against  its  allowance, 
and  it  seems  to  me  proper  to  submit  to  you  the  proprie- 
ty of  apprizing  the  committee  on  public  lands  and  also 
on  private  land  claims  in  both  houses  of  the  existence  of 
such  evidence,  so  that,  at  all  events,  the  facts  may  be 
fairly  before  them.” 

Mr.  Connor,  from  the  committee  on  the  post  of- 
fice and  post  roads,  reported,  without  amendment, 
senate  bill  further  to  regulate  the  transportation  of 
(he  mail  upon  railroads. 


The  said  bill  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
reported  a bill  to  authorize  the  importation,  free 
of  duty,  of  the  iron  materials  for  certain  iron  ves- 
sels. 

Mr.  Ingham,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  building  five 
brigs  or  schooners  for  the  public  service,  the  same- 
having been  recommended  by  the  secretary  of  the 
navy. 

Mr.  Howard  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
inserting  “and  also  into  the  expediency  of  building 
steam-culters,  to  be  employed  in  the  revenue  ser- 
vice.” Mr.  Kennedy  having  suggested  thrft  the  in- 
quiry proposed  in  his  amendment  was  already  be- 
fore the  committee  on  naval  affairs,  Mr.  H.  with- 
drew his  motion.  Mr.  Petrikin  made  some  remarks 
in  opposition  to  Hie  resolution.  Mr.  Ingham  sup- 
ported it  on  the  ground  that  a recommendation  to 
that  effect  had  come  from  the  navy  department,  and 
that  the  committee  were  not  authorized  to  consider 
the  subject  at  all  unless  specially  authorized  by  the 
house.  He  believed  that  the  house  had  not  yet  re- 
ferred 1o  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  (hat  portion 
of  the  president’s  message  and  of  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  which  relates  to  this  subject. 
And  the  question  having  been  taken,  the  resolution 
was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow' ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  allow  a draw- 
back of  duties  on  imported  hemp,  when  manufac- 
tured into  cordage  and  exported. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Legare  that  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  made  yes- 
terday, on  the  memorial  of  the  Association  of  Frank- 
lin Ministers  of  the  gospel  at  New  Salem,  in  the 
stale  of  Massachusetts,  (a  peace  memorial,)  be 
printed.  Mr.  Howard  moved  to  amend  the  same  by 
adding,  after  the  word  “given,”  “in  a report  pre- 
sented on  the  13th  June,  1838,  and  numbered  979 
in  the  printed  documents  of  the  2d  session  of  the 
25th  congress.” 

Mr.  Mams  moved  that  the  memorial  of  Orris 
Bachelor,  and  500  or  600  other  citizens  of  New 
York,  on  the  same  subject,  (referred  at  this  ses- 
sion,) be  printed,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
committee,  and  that  the  same  be  recommitted  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  that  they  might 
embody  a report,  not  only  on  the  proposition  for 
a congress  of  nations,  but  also  on  the  proposition 
(contained  in  similar  memorials)  in  relation  to 
friendly  mediation  between  France  and  Mexico. 

Some  debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Adams, 
Legare,  Howard , and  Cushing  participated;  the 
three  latter  gentlemen  opposing  the  motion  to  re- 
commit on  the  ground  that  the  two  propositions 
were  separate  and  distinct,  and  that  the  latter  pro- 
position was  now  receiving  the  careful  attention  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Petrikin  demanded  the  previous  question, 
but  withdrew  it.  Mr.  Adams  then  said  that  after 
the  explanations  which  had  been  given,  he  would 
withdraw'  his  motion  to  recommit.  He  wished, 
however,  that  the  memorial  he  had  referred  to 
should  be  printed  together  with  the  report.  Mr. 
Petrikin  renewed  hi3  motion  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  the  house  seconded  the  demand.  And 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 
And  the  main  question,  being  ori  the  printing  of 
the  report  of  the  committee,  was  then  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  report  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  hour  having  elapsed,  the  Chair  announced 
the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  p.  message 
from  the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  suggesting 
the  propriety  of  setting  apart  a tract  of  country  west 
of  the  Mississippi  for  the  Seminole  Indians,  so  that 
they  may  be  separate  from  the  Creeks. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in  obe- 
dience to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  the  31st  nit. 
requiring  a statement  of  the  quantity  and  descrip- 
tion of  arms  procured  and  distributed  since  the 
conclusion  of  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  law  of  April,  1808,  transmitting  a 
statement  of  all  contracts  made  by  the  department 
of  war  during  the  year  1838. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Elmore,  the  house  took  up, 
considered,  and  adopted  the  following  resolutions 
heretofore  offered  by  him: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  report 
to  this  house  statements  of  the  value  of  the  exports  and 
imports  of  each  sta'e  and  territory  for  the  years  1837 
and  1833,  showing  what  amount  of  the  exports  was  of 
foreign,  and  what  of  domestic  growth  and  manufac- 
ture; the  amount  of  duties  accruing  each  year  on  such 
imports,  and  the  amount  actually  collected,  what 
amount  was  duty  free,  and  what  amount  was  charge- 


able with  duty;  and,  also,  what  amount  of  drawback 
was  paid  in  each  state.. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  report 
further  to  this  house  what  articles  under  the  present 
tariff  of  duties  are  duty  free,  and  what  are  chargeable 
with  duties;  also,  w'hat  is  the  specific  or  ad  valorem 
duty  paid  on  each  article  now,  and  what  will  be  the 
amount  of  duty  under  each  reduction  provided  for  by 
law. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
president’s  message,  relating  to  the  default  of  Sam- 
uel Swartwout.  The.questlon  being  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Thomas,  of  the  9th  instant,  to  amend  the 
amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  of 
the  8th  instant,  to  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng, on  the  19th  of  December,  by  striking  out 
the  word  ballot,  and  inserting  the  words  viva  voce. 

Mr.  Duncan  having  concluded  his  speech  at 
about  half  past  four  o;clock — Mr.  Petrikin  required 
the  previous  question.  Mr.  Grennell  demanded  a 
call  of  the  house.  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Stanly, 
of  North  Carolina,  however,  Mr.  Petrikin  with- 
drew the  requisition,  and  Mr.  Grennell  his  motion. 
Mr.  Stanly  then  went  into  a brief  reply  to  Mr. 
Duncan,  chiefly  relating  to  that  gentleman’s  alleged 
abolition  principles. 

[Mr.  Duncan  denied  himself  to  be  an  abolition- 
ist; and  many  interruptions  and  much  confusion  en- 
sued. Mr.  Stanly  read  extracts  from  a letter  which 
Mr.  Duncan  avowed  as  his,  in  which  slavery  was 
spoken  of  in  very  severe  terms.]  Mr.  Stanly  be- 
ing bound  by  a pledge  to  Mr.  Petrikin  to  renew  the 
call  for  the  previous  question,  expressed  his  reluc- 
tance to  do  so  without  allowing  an  opportunity  for 
explanation  and  rejoinder  from  Mr.  Duncan;  but 
Mr.  Petrikin  refusing  to  release  him,  Mr.  Stanly 
moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  what  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question,  if  it  prevail- 
ed? Would  it  not  cut  off  the  amendment  which 
proposed  the  appointment  of  the  committee  by 
ballot ? The  Speaker  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  Wise  then  moved  a call  of  the  house.  Tellers 
were  appointed,  and  the  vote  announced  lobe:  .ayes 
91,  noes  90.  The  speaker  voting  in  the  negative, 
produced  a tie;  so  the  motion  for  a call  of  the  house 
was  lost.  Mr.  Kennedy  then  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. Many  voices  at  once  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: yeas  14,  nays  193.  So  the  house  refused  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  renewed  the  motion 
for  a call  of  the  house.  The  question  was  again 
taken  by  tellers,  and  resulted  in  the  negative:  ayes 
99,  noes  101.  So  the  motion  was  negatived.  The 
call  for  the  previous  question  was  not  sustained  by 
a majority  of  the  house — ayes  94,  noes  118.  An 
adjournment  was  again  moved,  but  lost. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  amidst  deafening  cries  for  the  ques- 
tion,' addressed  the  house;  and  having  proceeded 
some  time,  yielded  to  a motion  by  Mr.  Howard  to 
adjourn;  but  the  motion  was  negatived — ayes  S3, 
noes  113.  Mr.  Kennedy,  having  added  a few 
words,  yielded  his  wishes  to  the  impatience  of  the 
house,  and  resumed  his  seat. 

The  cry  for  the  question  was  now  tremendous. 
The  chair  said  that  the  question  was  on  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  Thomas  to  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Wise,  viz:  to  strike  out  “liy  ballot,”  and  insert 
"viva  voce.’’ 

Mr.  Wise  made  a point  of  order,  that  it  was  not 
in  order  to  move  the  amendment  to  the  amendment, 
viz  to  strike  out  “ballot”  and  insert  “ viva  voce,” 
because,  by  the  rule  of  the  house,  “all  committees 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  speaker,  unless  otherwise 
specially  directed  by  the  house,  in  which  case  (hey 
shall  be  appointed  by  ballot.”  The  Speaker  deci- 
ded that  it  was  in  order  to  move  the  amendment,  and 
that  the  point  raised  might  be  “a  fit  ground  for  its 
rejection  by  theTiouse,  but  not  within  the  compe- 
tence of  the  speaker  to  suppress,  as  if  it  were 
against  order;”  that  if  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment be  agreed  to  by  a majority,  and  the  amend- 
ment as  amended  be  incorporated  into  the  resolu- 
tion by  a majority,  the  resolution,  in  that  form, 
would  require,  under  the  119th  rule,  which  pro- 
vides, “nor  shall  any  rule  be  suspended,  except  by 
a vote'of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  members  pre- 
sent,” a vote  of  two-thirds  to  pass  the  same. 

From  this  decision,  that  the  motion  to  amend  the 
amendment  was  in  order,  Mr.  Wise  appealed. 

The  question  of  order  was  debated  by  Messrs. 
Wise,  Elmore,  Fillmore,  Banks,  and  W.  C.  John- 
son; when  Mr.  Harlan  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried;  and 
the  main  question  being  on  the  appeal,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  to  avoid  delay, 
Mr.  Wise  withdrew  his  appeal. 

[For  the  result  of  this  day’s  proceedings,  see  first 
P*S«-] 
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Mr.  Swartwout’s  Defalcations.  By  refe- 
rence to  our  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  congress, 
it  will  be  seen  that  a committee  to  investigate  the 
defalcations  of  Mr.  Svvartwout,  was  finally  consti- 
tuted on  Saturday  last.  It  consists  of  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen,  viz  : Messrs.  Harlan,  of  Ky.,  Wise, 
of  Va.,  Dawson,  of  Geo.,  Curtis,  of  N.  Y.,  (whigs,) 
Smith,  of  Me.,  Hopkins,  of  Va.,  (conservatives,) 
Foster,  of  N.  Y.,  Owens,  of  Geo.,  and  Wagener,  of 
Pa.,  (friends  of  the  administration.)  On  Monday 
last,  the  committee  was  organized  by  the  election 
of  Mr.  Harlan  as  chairman,  Philip  R.  Fendall,  esq. 
as  clerk,  and  the  editor  of  this  paper  as  printer ; and 
on  the  following  day  the  committee  proceeded  to 
New  York,J  and  commenced  its  sittings  at  the 
Astor  House  on  Thursday. 

General  Gratiot.  This  gentleman,  as  our 
readers  know,  has  been  dismissed  the  service  of  the 
United  States  as  chief  engineer,  for  certain  alleged 
defalcations,  and  his  place  filled  by  col.  Jos.  G.  Tot- 
ten, who  on  the  17th  ult.  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
his  office.  Injustice  to  gen.  G.  we  have  published 
his  memorial  to  the  house  of  representatives,  giving 
his  statement  of  his  transactions  with  the  govern- 
ment. See  page  342. 

The  states.  Maine.  Mr.  Rucl  Williams  has 
been  re-elected  a senator  of  the  United  States  from 
Maine.  The  vote  in  the  house  was,  for  Williams 
111,  lor  George  Evans  63,  John  S.  Tenney  4,  Eze- 
kiel Whitman  3.  In  the  senate,  for  Williams  14, 
Evans  8,  Tenney  2,  John  Holmes  1.  All  the  can- 
didates voted  lor  were  whigs,  except  Mr.  Williams. 

New  Hampshire.  The  opposing  parties  in  New 
Hampshire  are  marshalling  their  forces  for  the  en- 
suing campaign.  The  election  takes  place  on  the 
12th  of  March.  Five  members  of  the  next  con- 
gress, as  well  as  state  officers,  are  to  be  chosen. 

Massachusetts.  The  legislature  of  Massachusetts 
has  le-elected  Mr.  Webster  a senator  in  the  congress 
of  the  United  States.  The  following  was  the  vote  : 
Daniel  Webster.  B.  F.  Hallctl,  V.  B.  Scatl. 

Senate,  34  3 ‘ 

House,  330  161  3 

364  164  3 

It  is  stated  that  the  senate  of  New  York  will  not 
act  upon  the  nominations  of  gov.  Seward,  or  unite 
with  the  assembly  in  the  election  of  a senator  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Tailinadge,  whose  term  of  service  w ill 
expire  on  the  4th  of  March  next.  The  senate  is 
composed  of  eighteen  friends  of  the  administration 
and  fourteen  whigs;  the  house  of  assembly  of 
eighty-two  whigs  and  loity-six  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration. i 

The  legislature  of  New  Jersey  reconvened  at 
Trenton  on  Tuesday  the  15th  inst.  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment. 

Pennsylvania.  We  have  already  stated  that  Fran- 
cis R.  Skunk,  esq.  has  been  appointed  secretary  of 
the  commonwealth.  We  have  since  learned  that 
Henry  Petrikin,  esq.  of  Centre  county,  has  been  ap- 
pointed deputy  secretary,  and  Ovid  F.  Johnson,  esq. 
of  Harrisburg,  attorney  general.  Many  other  ap- 
pointments are  announced,  and  it  is  believed  there 
will  be  a pretty  general  change  of  officers. 

Governor  Porter  has  appointed  James  Clarke, 
esq.  of  Indiana  county,  a canal  commissioner  ofe 
Pennsylvania,  in  (dace  of  Thaddeus  Stevens,  esq., 
resigned.  Mr.  C.  was  president  of  the  canal  board 
under  gov.  Wolf. 

In  the  senate  on  Wednesday,  the  committee  in 
the  case  of  the  contested  seat  of  Mr.  Bell,  of  Ches- 
ter, reported  in  favor  of  Mr.  Brooke,  who  was  sworn 
and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Adams,  also  appeared,  was  sworn, 
and  took  his  seat. 

The  house  of  assembly  of  Virginia  has  adopted 
a resolution  designating  the  9th  day  of  February  as 
the  period  when  they  will  go  into  the  election  of  a 
senator  to  supply  the  vacancy  which  will  arise  on 
the  expiration  ot  Mr.  Rives’  term,  which  ends  on 
the  4th  of  March  next.  It  is  stated  that  the  friends 
of  the  administration  will  run  judge  Henry  St. 
George  Tucker,  of  the  court  of  appeals,  as  their 
candidate. 

Vot.V.  Sig.  22. 


It  is  stated  that  the  friends  of  the  administration 
in  the  legislature  of  Ohio,  balloted  twenty-four 
times  in  caucus,  or  tin  pan,  as  it  is  there  termed,  be- 
fore a candidate  for  the  senate  of  the  United  States 
was  agreed  upon.  On  the  24th  ballot,  Mr.  Tappan 
received  29  votes  ; Thomas  L.  Hamer  25  ; Mr. 
Morris  9;  Mr.  Dean  1 ; Mr.  Biyan  1. 

Alabama.  James  Dilleit,  of  Monroe  county,  has 
been  nominated  by  a whig  convention  as  a candi- 
date for  congress  from  the  Mobile  district,  now  rep- 
resented by  Mr.  Lyon,  who  is  a candidate  for  re- 
election. 

A bill  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a peni- 
tentiary has  passed  the  lower  house  of  the  legisla- 
ture. 

The  legislature  of  Mississippi  was  organized  at 
Jackson,  the  capital,  on  the  8th  instant.  In  the  sen- 
ate col.  Bingamon  took  the  chair,  and  the  house 
was  called  to  order  by  the  former  speaker.  This 
meeting  is  held  pursuant  to  adjournment  last  win- 
ter— the  members  being  elected  lor  two  years.  The 
governor’s  message  was  sent  in  on  the  first  day  of 
meeting,  and  occupied  two  hours  in  reading. 

Louisiana.  The  legislature  of  Louisiana  as- 
sembled on  Monday  the  7th  of  January.  In  the 
senate  Mr.  Felix  Garcia,  was  chosen  president 
without  opposition.  In  the  house,  on  the  second 
balloting,  gen.  Dubwys,  was  elected  over  his  oppo- 
nent, Mr,  Lewis,  by  a majority  of  3 votes. 

On  reading  the  official  leturns  of  the  late  guber- 
natorial election  the  follow'ing  result  was  declared  : 
Roman  (W.)  7590 

Prieur  (Adtn.)  6782 


Roman’s  majority  808 

There  were  4 votes  lor  Johnson  and  2 blank. 

The  election  of  governor  Roman  was  then  con- 
firmed by  the  legislature,  each  member  depositing 
his  vote  in  the  ballot-box. 

A.  B.  Roman  49 

D.  Prieur  2 

Scattering  * 5 

Mr.  Roman  was  declared  duly  elected. 

Illinois.  It  has  been  decided  by  the  legislature 
of  Illinois  to  remove  the  seat  of  the  state  govern- 
ment from  Vandalia  to  Springfield,  and  an  appro- 
priation has  'been  made  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  erection  of  the  state  house  at  that  place. 

Michigan.  The  legislature  of  Michigan  assem- 
bled at  Detroit  on  the  7(h  instant.  In  the  senate,  in 
which  there  is  an  administration  majority  of  five, 
members,  lieutenant  governor  Mundy  took  the  chair. 
In  the  house  of  representatives,  itingley  S.  Bing- 
ham, esq.  was  re-elected  speaker  by  a majority  of 
ten  votes,  the  precise  majority  which  that  branch 
contains  of  administration  members.  Gov.  Mason’s 
message  is  an  interesting  document,  from  which 
we  will  give  some  extracts  hereafter. 

Mexico.  A slip  from  the  New  Orleans  Bee  con- 
tains some  interesting  details  respecting  the  state  of 
affairs  in  the  neighboring  “republic.”  The  advices 
are  as  late  as  5th  instant,  from  Tampico.  On  the 
ISth  December  the  project  of  an  act  of  conciliation 
was  introduced  into  the  chamber  of  deputies  of 
Mexico.  The  object  of  this  movement  is  to  recon- 
cile the  conflicting  opinione  of  the  two  parties  which 
have  involved  Mexico  in  intestine  commotions. 
We  copy  the  three  following  articles  of  this  act. 

, ■ I.  The  nation  calls  upon  all  her  children  for  the 
defence  of  her  independence  and  her  honor.  All 
those  who  have  separated  themselves  from  the  go- 
vernment, and  who  may  submit  to  its  decision  with- 
in a period  to  be  designated  by  the  government, 
shall  be  restored  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  rights 
and  dignities,  without  suffering  any  persecution  for 
their  past  political  conduct. 

2.  All  suits  now  pending  for  political  offences 
will  be  entirely  suspended,  and  those  who  may  have 
been  imprisoned  under  suits  shall  be  liberated. 

3.  All  those  who,  during  the  war  now'  waging 
between  the-iepublic  and  the  French  government, 
shall  attempt  to  distract  the  public  peace  by  armed 
bodies,  by  written  documents,  or  in  any  other  man- 
ner, shall  b?  considered  traitors  and  punished  as  such. 

A Tampico  paper  of  the  5th  states  that  the  cham- 
ber had  passed  the  act  of  conciliation,  including  the 
articles  just  quoted 

The  commander-in-chief  of  the  federal  party,  gen 


Urrea,  in  a letter  to  the  French  admiral  Baudin,  ex- 
presses his  confidence  that  as  soon  as  the  national 
government  of  the  Mexicans  is  re-established,  the 
differences  existing  between  the  king  of  the  French 
and  the  present  administration  of  Mexico  will  be 
arranged  in  the  most  amicable  and  satisfactory  man- 
ner. He  bestows  much  praise  upon  the  humane 
and  generous  sentiments  manifested  by  admiral 
Baudin,  and  pledges  himself  to  carry  out  those  sen- 
timents, as  soon  as  the  legitimate  government  of 
Mexico  is  reinstated  in  its  power. 

H.  M.  frigate  Nereide,  .intone  I.  5 

22d  December,  1838.  $ 

To  the  French  consul — Sir — It  wras  my  intention 
to  give  every  possible  facility  to  the  commerce  of 
all  nations  at  Vera  Cruz.  Wilh  regret  I find  my- 
self compelled  lo  suspend  these  facilities.  The  in- 
closed copy  of  my  circular  of  this  day,  addressed  to 
the  different  foreign  consuls  resident  in  that  city, 
will  explain  to  yon  my  motives.  You  will  oblige  me 
by  giving  it  publicity. 

Receive  the  assurance  of  my  esteem  and  con- 
sideration. 

The  admiral  commander  of  the  naval  forces  of 
France  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 

(Signed,)  Charles  Baudin. 

II.  M.  frigate  the  Nereide,  Anton e Lizardo,  \ 
December  20,  1838.  ) 

To  the  consul.  Sir  : You  are  aware  of  the  treaty 
concluded  by  me  on  the  28th  of  Nov.  last,  with  the 
Mexican  general  Don  Manuel  Rincon,  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  department  of  Vera  Cruz. 

By  the  second  article  of  said  treaty  it  was  my  de- 
sire to  open  the  ports  of  Vera  Cruz  during  eight 
months  to  the  flags  of  all  nations.  In  suspending 
the  blockade  during  that  time,  without  awaiting  an 
explanation  of  the  difficulties  existing  between 
Mexico  and  France,  I experienced  a sincere  satis- 
faction in  putting  an  end  to  a state  of  affairs,  fatal 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  the 
interests  of  those  nations  trading  with  Mexico. 

From  this  time,  although  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment has  declared  w’ar  upon  France  and  had  viola- 
ted the  capitulation  of  Vera  Crtiz,  I was  not  the  less 
disposed  to  leave  the  port  open  to  neutral  vessels  of- 
fering to  enter  on  the  faith  of  this  capitulation,  and 
it  was  with  this  object  that  I wrote  on  the  16th  inst. 
to  the  commander  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Erie 
who  has  given  publicity  to  my  letter. 

But  the  Mexican  cabinet  having  by  a most  singu- 
lar neglect  of  customary  courtesy,  left  without  reply 
the  pacific  communication  emanating  from  me,  and 
particularly  that  of' which  the  object  was  to  render 
Vera  Cruz  a neutral  city  until  the  termination  of  the 
war ; and  as  this  cabinet  appears  moreover  to  take  a 
pleasure  in  aggravating  daily,  by  every  sort  of  in- 
sult towards  my  compatriots,  the  events  of  the  sav- 
age act  by  which  it  has,  in  contempt  of  its  former 
engagements  ordered  the  immediate  expulsion  of  the 
French,  I declare,  that  under  present  circumstances 
I see  no  possibility  of  making  with  such  a govern- 
ment, the  necessary  arrangement  for  the  fulfilment  of 
my  view’s  in  favor  of  the  commerce  of  every  nation. 

Consequently,  I have  given  orders  to  admit,  ei- 
ther in  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  or  at  Sacrificios,  or 
at  Anton  Lizard,  all  neutral  vessels  desirous  of  en- 
tering, but  I must  await  ocher  events  before  per- 
mitting them  to  discharge  their  cargoes.  You  will 
have  the  kindness  to  make  known  tnat  any  attempt 
at  discharging  the  smallest  poition  of  merchandise, 
after  notice  given,  will  be  considered  as  a violation 
of  the  blockade,  and  as  such  will  be  followed  by 
the  immediate  confiscation  of  both  ship  and  cargo. 
No  6mall  craft,  with  the  exception  of  French  or  lor- 
eign  vessels  of  war,  will  be  permitted,  from  the 
setting  to  the  rising  of  the  sun,  either  to  navigate, 
or  anchor  upon  any  part  ol  the  coast  comprised  be- 
tween the  point  of  Tempaola  and  the  bar  of  Alva- 
rado, under  the  penalty  of  being  seized. 

Respectfully, 

Signed  CHARLES  BAUDIN, 

The  rear  admiral,  commander  of  the  naval  forces. 

The  following 'notice  was  posted  on  the  books  of 
the  Philadelphia  exchange  on  Thursday. 

The  British  fleet  in  the  gulf.  A letter  has  been 
received  from  Tampico  by  a mercantile  firm  in  this 
city,  which  states  that  a British  fleet  of  thirteen  sail 
has  arrived  off  Vera  Cruz,  under  command  of 
commodore  Douglass;  and  that  Mr.  Packenham 
had  returned. 
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LATE  FROM  FRANCE. 

From  Hie  N.  Y.  Com.  Adv.  of  Saturday  afternoon. 

The  packet  ship  Albany,  captain  Johnson,  came 
up  last  evening  l'rom  Havre.  Captain  J.  sailed  on 
the  19th  of  December,  and  brings  our  files  of  Baris 
papers  to  the  19th  inclusive.  These  papers  con- 
tain advices  fiom  London  one  day  later  than  pre- 
viously received  by  direct  arrivals.  The  most 
prominent  intelligence  we  have  by  the  Albany,  is 
the  opening  of  the  French  chambers. 

Paris,  Dec.  17,  2 o’clock,  P.  M.  The  doors  of 
The  Palais  Bourbon  were  opened  at  10  o’clock  this 
morning,  and  very  shortly  after  that  hour,  every 
seat  in  the  public  galleries  was  occupied.  The 
front  benches  were  as  usual  reserved  for  the  fair 
portion  of  the  auditory,  who,  in  the  lower  tribunes 
especially,  formed  a decided  majority,  and  whose 
toilettes  were  in  perfect  keeping  with  the  sombre 
and  chilly  aspect  of  a dark  and  raw  December 
morning. 

The  usual  military  arrangements  had  been  made, 
to  guard  all  approaches  to  the  chamber,  and  to 
preserve  order  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  a 
strong  force  having  assembled  to  form  the  line  of 
the  procession  from  the  Tuileries.  The  interior 
arrangements  and  decorations  of  the  chamber 
were  precisely  the  same  as  last  year. 

At  about  half  past  12  o’clock  the  chamber  as- 
sumed an  animated  aspect.  At  that  hour  several 
peers  had  taken  their  seats  on  the  benches  to  the 
right  of  the  royal  estrade,  and  the  members  of  the 
centre  formed  a compact  and  conspicuous  mass. 
The  seats  in  front  of  the  estrade  were  by  this  time 
completely  occupied  by  general  and  other  military 
officers,  the  members  of  the  council  of  state,  and 
of  the  Institute. 

Precisely  at  one  o’clock  the  signal  gun  was  fired 
as  usual  from  the  hotel  des  Invalides,  to  announce 
the  king’s  departure  from  the  palace  of  the  Tuile- 
ries ; the  drums  and  bands  of  the  troops  beat  their 
customary  salute,  and  the  military  force  forming 
the  line  of  the  procession  cheered  loudly  as  the  cor- 
tege passed. 

At  10  minutes  past  one  the  queen  entered,  and 
at  that  moment  the  entire  of  the  auditory  in  the 
public  galleries  as  well  as  in  the  body  of  the  cham- 
ber rose  simultaneously,  and  received  her  in  re- 
spectful silence.  In  10  minutes  afterwards  all  the 
members  of  the  cabinet  entered  in  full  official  cos- 
tume, preceded  by  the  president  of  the  council, 
count  Mole,  and  took  their  seats  on  the  two  bench- 
es ; one  on  each  side  of  the  royal  estrade.  After 
a short  interval  “ the  king”  was  then  loudly  an- 
nounced by  an  usher  of  the  chamber,  and  in  a few 
minutes  his  majesty  entered,  preceded  by  the  usual 
cortege  of  general  officers,  peers  of  France,  &c., 
and  enthusiastically  cheered  by  the  audience  with 
shouts  of  Vive  le  Roi. 

His  majesty  was  accompanied  by  the  duke  of 
Orleans  and  tire  duke  of  Aumale,  who  took  their 
seats,  the  former  on  the  right,  and  the  latter  on  the 
left  of  the  king,  who  was  dressed  in  a general’s 
uniform,  and  who,  we  rejoice  to  sajr,  appeared  in 
remarkably  good  health.  His  majesty,  after  bow- 
ing several  times  to  the  chamber,  covered  himself, 
and  having  taken  his  seat  between  the  two  princes, 
read  in  a firm  tone  the  following  speech. 

Gentlemen  peers  and 

Gentlemen  deputies — 

Since  your  last  session  the  prosperity  of  France 
has  continued  to  increase,  aud  her  repose  to  be  ren- 
dered more  secure. 

I am  gHd  to  meet  you  again  that  I may  have 
your  concurrence  in  still  farther  meliorating  a con- 
dition of  things  already  so  favorable. 

My  relations  with  foreign  powers  are  all  satis- 
factory. France  occupies  the  position  which  be- 
longs to  her  in  the  estimation  of  her  allies,  and  in 
that  of  the  world  at  large. 

A conference  has  been  commenced  at  London  on 
the  affairs  of  Belgium  and  Holland,  which  I doubt 
not  will  have  a pacific  issue,  giving  independence 
to  Belgium,  and  new  guarantees  to  the  repose  of 
Europe. 

In  Italy  the  Austrian  troops  have  retired  from  the 
Roman  states.  In  conformity  with  the  convention 
with  the  Holy  See,  our  troops  have  evacuated  An- 
cona. The  military  occupation  has  ceased  in  those 
states,  whose  independence  interests  France  so 
deeply. 

Spain  is  still  a prey  to  the  same  distractions  and 
misfortunes.  We  continue  to  fulfil  with  our  allies 
all  the  claims  of  the  treaty  of  the  quadruple  alli- 
ance. The  government  of  the  queen  regent  has 
continued  to  receive  from  us  not  only  the  succors 
which  the  treaty  requires,  but  all  that  further  sup- 
port which  the  interests  of  France  allow  to  be  af- 
forded. 

I hope  that  our  differences  with  Mexico  and  the 
Argentine  republic  are  approaching  their  termina- 
tion. The  new  naval  forces  which  have  recently 


left  our  ports  are  before  Vera  Cruz,  and  have  gone 
to  obtain  from  the  Mexican  government  that  justice 
and  protection  which  our  commerce,  after  so  long 
a time,  demands. 

In  Africa,  gentlemen,  our  persevering  sacrifices 
are  finding  theirrecompense.  The  statement  which 
will  be  presented  to  you  will  convince  you  that 
your  confidence  in  the  views  of  my  government 
has  not  been  misplaced.  Peace  has  not  been  in- 
terrupted this  year  ; our  position  becomes  stronger 
and  better  every  day.  In  the  provinces  of  Con- 
stantine and  Algiers,  the  operations,  directed  with 
skill  and  prudence,  have  given  to  our  establish- 
ment the  accessions  of  territory  which  their  se- 
curity or  convenience  rendered  necessary.  Mean- 
while the  native  inhabitants  respect  the  authority 
of  France,  and  obey,  without  hesitation,  a regular 
and  equitable  administration.  The  creation  of  the 
Bishoprick  of  Algiers  is  a new  pledge  of  the  sta- 
bility of  our  possession. 

The  condition  of  our  finances  is  more  and  more 
prosperous.  The  progressive  and  constant  increase 
of  the  public  revenue  attests  the  happy  develope- 
ment  of  national  wealth,  and  the  prosperity  enjoy- 
ed by  all  classes  of  the  population.  Particular  in- 
terests, it  is  true,  are  suffering,  and  demand  the  at- 
tention of  my  government.  Early  in  the  session, 
the  dispositions  relative  to  the  situation  of  our  colo- 
nies and  the  wants  of  our  marine  will  be  presented 
for  your  consideration. 

There  will  also  be  laid  before  you  several  pro- 
jects of  law,  having  for  their  object  to  carry  out 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  improve  general  le- 
gislation, and  meliorate  different  branches  of  the 
public  administration. 

Gentlemen,  my  heart  is  affected  by  the  testimo- 
nies which  I have  received  from  all  France,  -in 
respect  to  an  event  which  has  answered  all  my 
wishes.  The  birth  of  the  Count  de  Paris  is  the 
greatest  consolation  which  heaven  could  vouchsafe 
to  me.  My  grandson  will  be  reared,  as  his  father 
has  been,  with  respect  for  our  institutions,  and 
with  that  devotedness  to  France  of  which  my  whole 
family  will  not  cease  to  afford  him  an  example.  I 
desire  that  a solemn  ceremony  may  unite  you 
around  his  cradle,  and  that,  in  the  midst  of  you,  re- 
ligion may  bless  that  infant,  who  belongs  entirely 
to  the  country. 

Gentlemen,  the  prosperous  condition  of  our  coun- 
try, for  which  I congratulate  myself  with  you,  is 
the  result  of  the  support,  so  constant,  which  the 
chambers  have  given  me  for  the  last  eight  years, 
and  the  perfect  harmony  of  the  great  powers  of  the 
state.  Let  us  not  forget  that  this  is  our  strength. 
This  harmony  may  become  still  more  complete  and 
unalterable,  the  working  of  our  institutions,  at  once 
free  and  regular,  may  show  to  the  world  that  a con- 
stitutional monarchy  can  unite  with  the  blessings 
of  liberty  the  stability  which  gives  nations  their 
power. 

After  the  reading  of  the  speech,  some  passages 
of  which  elicited  shouts  of  Vive  le  Roi ! most  cour- 
teously acknowledged  by  his  majesty,  the  minister 
of  justice  (M.  Barth)  administered  the  oath  to  some 
of  the  peers  nominated  since  the  close  of  the  last 
session.  A similar  ceremony  was  performed  by 
count  Montalivet,  the  minister  of  the  interior,  to 
some  of  the  members  of  the  lower  chamber  elected 
or  re-elected  during  the  same  period.  The  minis- 
ter of  justice  having  then,  in  the  usual  form,  an- 
nounced that  the  session  of  1839  was  duly  opened, 
the  king  and  prince  bowed,  and  retired,  as  they 
had  entered,  by  the  door  on  the  left  of  the  estrade, 
followed  by  the  royal  cortege.  The  queen  at  the 
same  time  quitted  the  tribune  on  which  she  had  been 
seated,  the  auditory  greeting  their  majesties  with 
repeated  shouts  of  Vive  le  Roi,  Vive  le  Iteine.  The 
whole  of  the  ceremony  had  terminated  by  half  past 
one,  at  which  hour  the  royal  carriages  returned  to 
the  palace  in  the  customary  order.  The  utmost 
tranquility  prevailed,  both  on  their  majesties’  arri- 
val and  departure,  not  only  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
borhood of  the  chamber,  but  also  along  the  whole 
line  by  which  the  cortege  passed. 

The  papers  comment  on  the  royal  speech  with 
great  animation — those  of  the  opposition  with  great 
bitterness.  We  translate  the  remarks  of  the  Con- 
stitutionnel,  which  gives  a qualified  support  to  the 
government — or  rather  is  a decided  friend  to  the 
dynasty  of  Louis  Philippe,  but  quarrels  frequently 
with  the  present  ministers.  Its  opinions  are  lib- 
eral on  all  subjects. 

“ The  government  has  experienced  this  day  a 
first  and  impressive  lesson,  that  of  silence.  Never 
since  1S30,  have  the  official  communications  be- 
tween the  throne  and  the  representatives  of  the 
people  been  signalized  by  so  much  coldness;  never 
have  the  words  of  the  sovereign  been  received  with 
acclamations  so  faint  and  few.  But  we  must  not 
deceive  ourselves  in  supposing  that  this  is  the  re- 
sult of  diminished  attachment  to  monarchy,  or  of 


lessened  respect  for  the  high  virtues  of  the  king 
whom  France  has  chosen;  the  representatives  are  as 
firmly  devoted  as  ever  to  the  principle  on  which 
our  nationality  reposes,  although  they  receive  , and 
condemn  the  efforts  made  to  subvert  and  destroy  it. 
Besides,  the  majority  which  condemns  the  policy 
of  the  ministers  has  been  careful  to  avoid  the  in- 
consistency of  applauding  in  the  king,  what  they 
are  ready  to  denounce  and  oppose  in  the  ministers. 
They  know  that  the  speech  from  the  throne  is  in 
truth  the  speech  of  the  cabinet;  and  as  such  they 
may  receive  it  with  cold  silence,  yet  fail  nothing  in 
the  respect  that  is  due  to  the  sovereign. 

During  the  whole  reading  of  the  discourse,  but 
one  passage  elicited  tokens  of  warm  and  general 
applause — that  relating  to  the  birth  of  the  king’s 
grandson.  The  chamber  has  sympathized  with  the 
joy  of  the  royal  family — it  recognized  the  guaranty 
afforded  to  the  country  in  the  birth  of  a son  to  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  and  of  an  heir  to  the  new  dy- 
nasty ; but  to  this  avow'al  of  attachment  to  the 
throne  it  has  refused  to  add  one  of  adhesion  to  the 
ministerial  policy,  and  its  conduct  throughout  all 
the  other  portions  of  the  address  was  the  most  elo- 
quent condemnation  that  could  be  given  to  the  men 
in  power.” 

[The  Consiilutionnel  then  proceeds  to  examine 
various  expressions  of  the  speech  in  detail,  finding 
bitter  fault  with  its  references  to  the  Flollando- 
Belgic  question,  to  the  evacuation  of  Ancona,  and 
to  the  civil  war  in  Spain,  and  concludes  with  this 
prediction:] 

“We  say  that  the  speech  demands  from  the 
chamber  a firm  and  strong  reply.  If,  after  such  a 
discourse,  the  reporters  permit  themselves  to  deal 
in  vague  and  unmeaning  echoes,  this  thing  will 
surely  happen  : you  will  have  next  year  200,000 
signatures  to  the  petition  for  eleclorial  reform,  and 
the  year  after  you  will  have  a million.” 

The  Conslitulionnct  of  the  18th  says,  “Yesterday 
M.  Desage  arrived  from  London,  bringing  Ihe  final 
decision  of  the  conference,  (relating  to  the  affairs 
of  Belgium  and  Holland,)  w hich  is  for  adhering  to 
the  treaty  of  the  24  articles,  as  regards  the  question 
of  territory.  The  only  thing  gained  by  Fiance  is 
a delay  of  fulfilment  to  the  15th  February.” 

The  count  of  Ansenburg  and  Monsieur  Metz, 
the  former  a senator  and  the  latter  a deputy,  for 
the  provinces  of  Luxemburg  and  Limburg,  had 
arrived  at  Paris  to  defend  the  interests  of  Belgium 
in  relation  to  those  provinces.  It  is  said  that  they 
would  demand  a hearing  before  the  committee 
charged  with  the  preparation  of  the  address  in 
answer  to  the  king’s  speech. 

The  Moniteur  Parisien  says  that  a bill  will  be  in- 
troduced, by  the  minister  of  war,  for  increasing  the 
pay  and  allowances  of  subalterns  and  privates,  and 
proposing  other  meliorations  in  the  army. 

Madame  Gassic,  widow  of  a distinguished  artist, 
has  been  appointed  governess  to  the  count  of  Paris. 

No  little,  comment  is  bestowed  by  the  papers  on 
the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the  bishop  of  Clermont,  in 
refusing  sepulture  in  consecrated  ground  to  the 
body  of  count  Montlosier,  who  had  written  against 
the  jesuits.  The  archbishop  of  Paris  also  is  said  to 
have  laid  an  interdict  on  the  almoner  of  the  Val  du 
Grace,  for  receiving  in  the  chapel  of  that  hospital 
the  body  of  the  celebrated  surgeon  Broussais. 

Favorable  accounts  have  been  received  of  the 
health  of  the  princess  Mary  (duchess  of  Wirtem- 
burg;)  she  was  recovering,  and  it  was  hoped  that 
the  mild  ciimate  of  Italy  would  entirely  remove  the 
apprehended  consumptive  tendency. 

The  advices  from  London,  in  the  Paris  papers, 
are  of  Dec.  15th,  evening. 

The  Morning  Herald  alleges  that  earl  Grey  takes 
part  warmly  with  his  son-in-law,  earl  Durham,  and 
will  defend  his  conduct  in  the  approaching  session 
of  parliament. 

It  was  reported  in  London  that  lord  Durham  had 
invited  the  merchants  interested  in  the  trade  with 
Canada,  to  meet  him  at  his  residence,  and  go  into 
an  explanation  and  vindication  of  his  conduct. 

From  Spain  w'e  have  accounts  of  the  completion 
of  the  new  ministry,  by  the  appointment  of  senor 
Evariste  de  Castro  to  the  presidency  of  the  council, 
and  of  senor  Pizarro  to  the  department  of  finance. 

Great  activity  prevailed  in  the  military  depart- 
ment at  Brussels — nevertheless  it  was  not  expected, 
either  at  London  or  Paris,  that  there  would  be  an 
actual  resort  to  blows.  It  is  affirmed  in  all  quarters 
that  England  will  go  with  the  northern  pow-ers  on 
the  PIollando-Belgic  question. 

London,  December  15.  Consols  for  account  closed 
this  day  at  93$. 

Paris,  December  17.  Half-past  4.  The  market 
has  been  rather  firmer  than  on  Saturday ; the 
French  funds  have  been  in  demand.  For  cash. 
Fives  have  advanced  5c.:  Threes,  10c.  For  the 
end  of  the  month,  Fives  are  unvaried;  Threes  have 
fallen  10c. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JAN.  26,  1839— FRANCE  AND  MEXICO. 


839 


Markets.  Havre,  December  16.  Cotton.  Avery 
active  business  has  been  done  in  cotton  this  week, 
the  greater  part  on  speculation,  and  in  the  last  two 
or  three  days  since;  with  an  advance  of  2a2Jc.  on 
our  previous  quotations.  The  expectation  of  very 
moderate  supplies  lor  some  weeks  to  come,  and 
costing  generally  very  high  rates,  has  induced  some 
of  our  principal  dealers  to  anticipate  their  purchases 
for  the  consumers.  Some  improvement  having 
lately  been  realized  in  the  value  of  manufactured 
produce  in  the  interior,  where  there  does  not  seem 
to  be  any  heavy  stock,  we  are  in  the  hopes  of  see- 
ing the  above  advance  fully  maintained,  at  least 
until  the  arrivals  of  the  new  crop  have  become 
abundant.  Much  will  then  depend  on  the  extent 
of  the  new  crop.  The  receipts  of  the  week  being 

I, 200  bales,  whilst  the  outgoings  have  amounted  to 

II, 500  bales,  our  stock  is  now  estimated  at  28,000 
bales  in  all  hands. 

Coffee  is  dull,  and  looking  down. 

Ashes.  A small  lot  of  pearls  has  paid  57f.25  for 
first  sort.  Pots  now  remain  without  demand  at 
47f.50.  A rather  heavy  supply  being  expected  by 
the  two  next  packets,  no  improvement  appears  yet 
likely  to  take  place. 

Rice  is  neglected,  and  the  next  transactions  will 
probably  establish  a further  material  decline'. 

No  change  in  whalebone. 

"Havre,  December  18.  Cotton.  The  sales  of  cot- 
ton yesterday  were  1,108  bales,  including  776  bales 
Louisiana  at  lOOf.alllf.,  with  a few  at  92f.a93f. ; 
250  bales  Mobile  at  100f.all2f.  50;  107  do.  Georgia 
at  105f.al07f.,  and  20  do.  Florida  at  93f.  This 
morning  250  bales  Georgia  have  been  sold  to  arrive 
at  102f.  To  be  of  similar  quality  as  the  cotton  per 
Alexandre  Toussin. 

Ashes.  Some  further  sales  of  American  pearl 
ashes  have  been  made  at  57f.50. 


FRANCE  AND  MEXICO. 

From,  the  New  Orleans  Commercial  Bulletin. 

The  following  letter,  addressed  to  us  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  United  States  ship  Erie,  contains  an 
account  of  the  capture  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  other  par- 
ticulars of  interest,  as  late  as  the  date  of  the  18th 
December. 

Dear  sir:  I herewith  send  you  an  account  of  the 
attack  on  the  town  of  Vera  Cruz,  by  the  French,  on 
the  morning  of  the  5th  ult.  The  statement,  such  as 
it  is,  was  collected  from  the  foreigners  who  remain- 
ed on  shore,  and  the  French  officers  themselves  ; the 
latter,  however,  do  not  give  Santa  Anna  so  much 
credit  for  his  conduct  as  the  former. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  ultimo,  it  was  announ 
ced  that  general  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  had  been  or- 
dered to  succeed  general  Rincon,  and  (hat  war  was 
about  to  be  declared  Lts.  com’dt.  Gardner,  Farra- 
gut,  and  Mr.  Hargous  (the  consul)  immediately 
waited  on  the  new  commander-in-chief  to  ascer- 
tain the  footing  on  which  the  American  citizens 
would  be  placed.  He  received  them  with  marked 
respect,  and  replied  to  their  interrogatories,  that 
“ every  respect  would  be  paid  to  Americans  ; but 
that  the  Mexican  government  had  disapproved  of  the 
capitulation  of  the  town,  made  by  general  Rincon, 
and  had  directed  his  (Rincon’s)  recall  to  Mexico  for 
trial,  and  placed  him  (Santa  Anna)  in  command, 
with  directions  to  notify  the  French  admiral  that  it 
was  the  determination  of  the  Mexican  government 
to  sacrifice  the  republic  rather  than  yield  any  one 
point  for  which  they  had  contended  ; which  commu- 
cation,  he  said,  had  been  sent  to  admiral  Baudin 
he  also  stated  that  “ as  the  result  was  uncertain,  it 
would  probably  be  as  well  to  embark  the  Americans 
until  things  were  more  settled.” 

So  soon  as  the  despatch  was  received  by  admiral 
Baudin,  three  hours  were  asked  for  the  embarkation 
of  the  French  subjects,  which  were  granted  ; and 
during  the  afternoon,  all  the  foreigners,  as  well  as 
French,  were  embarked  or  sent  to  the  castle.  The 
Americans,  and  several  others,  on  board  the  “Con- 
sort” and  “ Erie.”  At  4 A.  M.  the  boats  of  the 
French  squadron,  containing  between  twelve  and 
fifteen  hundred  men,  attacked  the  town  under  cover 
of  a very  dense  fog — so  that  they  were  not  per- 
ceived until  on  the  mole,  and  in  the  fort. 

They  landed  in  three  divisions,  at  the  north  and 
south  forts,  and  the  centre  at  the  mole,  commanded 
by  admiral  Baudin  in  person.  Their  approach  was 
first  announced  by  the  blowing  up  of  the  gate.  In 
a few  moments  they  had  possession  of  the  town. 
The  troops  in  town  did  not  exceed  four  hundred, 
and  so  scattered  that  they  made  no  stand  before  the 
French,  but  retreated  to  the  barracks  on  the  south  of 
the  city,  where  they  were  soon  joined  by  Santa  Ar.na, 
who  narrowly  escaped  from  his  bed,  by  the  roof  of  the 
adjoining  house,  while  the  guard  at  his  door  were 
disputing  most  gallantly  the  entrance  of  the  French  ; 
nor  did  they  succeed  until  they  were  about  to  blow 
up  the  door,  when  the  Mexicans  lied  to  save  the 
property  of  their  general’s  friend.  So  soon  as  the 


prince  de  Joinville,  who  led  this  party,  succeeded  in 
securing  general  Arista,  who  was  in  bed  at  the  time 
of  the  attack,  in  the  next  room  to  Santa  Anna,  and 
perceived  he  had  just  missed  the  latter,  as  his  bed 
was  warm,  he  rushed  to  the  attack  of  the  barracks, 
where  he  learned  the  Mexicans  had  made  a stand. 
He  was,  however,  warmly  received  and  repulsed  ; 
and  after  a long  conflict,  driven  from  before  them  ; 
and  gen.  Santa  Anna  continued  to  harass  them  from 
the  houses,  &c.  until  they  reached  the  mole,  where 
he  assembled  about  two  hundred  and  fitly  of  his 
men,  and  made  a rush  to  secure  the  prince  or  the 
admiral ; but  fortunately  for  the  latter,  they  had  a 
small  field  piece  on  the  end  of  the  mole,  ctiarged  to 
the  muzzle  with  grape  and  cannister;  and  as  the 
Mexicans  approached,  led  on  by  Santa  Anna  in 
most  gallant  style,  they  dischaiged  the  fatal  piece, 
and  no  doubt  saved  their  admiral,  at  whom  the 
Mexican  fire  was  principally  levelled. 

By  this  discharge  gen.  Santa  Anna  lost  his  left 
leg  and  received  a wound  in  his  right  arm  ; it  kill- 
ed three  officers  and  three  men,  and  wounded  six 
or  seven  others.  It  checked  their  progress  for  the 
moment,  and  the  French  succeeded  in  completing 
their  embarkation.  The  admiral’s  coxswain  had 
six  shot  in  various  parts  of  his  body.  A midship- 
man and  boy  were  killed  beside  him.  The  loss  of 
the  French  is  estimated  at  about  fifteen  or  eighteen 
killed  and  fifty  wounded  ; the  proportion  of  officers 
is  very  great.  The  loss  of  the  Mexicans,  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  ascertain,  was  not  a third  ; which 
is  readily  accounted  for,  as  they  fought  under  cover, 
except  at  the  mole,  where  the  foreigners  who  w'ere 
present,  gave  them  great  credit  for  their  gallantry; 
and  the  prince  de  Joinville  said,  “they  defended 
their  barracks  most  gallantly.” 

This  last,  and  perhaps  most  gallant  act  of  general 
Santa  Anna’s  life,  has  done  much  to  establish  him 
in  the  good  opinion  of  the  soldiery.  Since  the  am- 
putation of  his  leg,  which  is  below  the  knee,  he  is 
doing  well,  and  still  retains  the  command.  The 
French  say  their  object  in  this  attack  was  simply  to 
destroy  the  forts  to  prevent  their  annoying  them  in 
future,  and  to  take  Santa  Anna  and  Arista ; and 
had  they  not  attacked  the  barracks,  they  would  have 
accomplished  their  object  with  comparatively  no 
loss  ; but,  as  it  is,  they  are  the  best  judges  whether 
or  not  the  object  was  worthy  the  sacrifice.  It  has 
given  the  Mexicans  great  confidence,  and  they  will 
find  them  more  ready  and  willing  for  the  conflict 
when  they  next  assail  them.  It  is  said,  and  I be- 
lieve truly,  that  their  surprise  on  the  morning  of  the 
5tli*ultimo,  was  owing  to  admiral  Baudin  saying  in 
his  last  communication,  that  he  should  expect  an 
answer  by  eight  o’clock  the  next  morning;  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  gen.  Santa  Anna  directed  their 
officers  to  keep  their  troops  outside,  and  not  enter 
the  city  till  seven  o’clock,  but  that  he  anticipated 
an  attack  from  the  French  in  a few  minutes  after 
the  messenger  left  the  ship.  But  in  all  this  there  is 
much  recrimination.  The  French  accuse  the  Mex- 
icans of  having  violated  their  faith  by  arresting 
some  of  their  officers  at  the  city  gate,  &c.  After 
the  return  of  the  French  boats  to  their  respective 
vessels,  the  prince  de  Joinville  in  the  Creole,  and 
two  or  three  brigs,  which  laid  under  the  castle,  di- 
rected a very  heavy  bombardment  against  that  por- 
tion of  the  city  which  intervened  between  them  and 
the  barracks,  with  a view  to  the  destruction  of  the 
latter;  but  without  the  least  success,  as  there  were 
two  or  three  very  massive  buildings  intervening. 
The  church  of  Merced,  in  particular,  was  very 
much  injured.  At  two  P.  M.  they  ceased  firing,  and 
from  that  time  to  the  present  moment  every  thing 
has  remained  perfectly  tranquil.  The  admiral, 
with  his  fleet,  except  the  vessajs  under  the  castle, 
«nd  the  hospital  ship  under  the  Sacrificios,  ran 
down  to  Antonio  Lizardo  on  the  6th  ultimo,  for 
winter  quarters. 

The  port  of  Vera  Cruz  is  declared,  by  admiral 
Baudin’s  proclamation  of  the  22d  ultimo,  to  be  open 
to  enter,  but  not  to  land  goods ; the  slightest  attempt 
at  which  will  cause  the  confiscation  "of  vessel  and 
cargo.  Tampico  and  other  ports  are  declared  in  a 
state  of  blockade  as  formerly. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
D.  G.  FARRAGUT,  lieut.  commanding. 

MURDER  AND  PIRACY. 

From  the  Salem  Register. 

We  give  below  the  details  of  a most  melancholy 
tragedy,  in  the  murder  of  capt.  Charlps  F.  Wilkins, 
and  ayoung  man  named  Wm.F.  Babbage,  belong- 
ing to  the  ship  Eclipse,  of  this  port,  by  the  treach- 
erous and  blood  thirsty  Malays,  at  Tra  Bangun  on 
the  coast  of  Sumatra.  Capt.  W.  was  a man  of 
sterling  integrity  of  character  and  much  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  He  had  been  engaged  in 
the  pepper  trade  for  several  years,  and  his  return 
has  been  for  some  time  expected,  after  a long  voy- 
| age  of  twenty-five  months. 


This  barbarous  outrage  demands  the  immediate 
and  serious  consideration  of  our  government.  The 
affair  of  the  Potomac  is  already  almost  forgotten 
by  the  natives,  or  alluded  to  with  scorn.  They  say 
she  is  the  only  vessel  the  Americans  could  send, 
and  that  she  was  borrowed  from  the  English. 

The  particulars  which  we  give,  are  obtained  from 
the  protest  made  before  the  American  consul  at  St. 
Helena,  and  from  a letter  written  by  capt.  Silver 
oi  the  Lucille,  with  extracts  from  which  wc  have 
been  kindly  favored  by  the  owner.  The  value  of 
the  property  taken  from  the  ship,  was,  we  learn, 
about  $30,000,  which  was  fully  covered  by  insu- 
rance at  different  offices  in  this  city. 

The  Eclipse  arrived  at  Tra  Bangun  from  another 
port  on  the  coast,  on  the  22d  of  August,  and  on  the 
24th  preparations  were  made  and  every  thing  ar- 
ranged lor  weighing  pepper,  which  was  commenced 
on  and  continued  through  the  following  day.  The 
chief  mate  and  four  men  were  engaged  on  shore  in 
weighing,  and  while  there,  resided  at  the  fort  of  the 
Rajah  of  Tra  Bangun.  On  the  26th,  the  weighing 
was  continued,  and  about  sun-down  of  that  day, 
upwards  of  eleven  Malays  went  on  board  the  ship, 
having  with  them  Several  bags  of  pepper.  Two  of 
these  men,  Oosoo  (the  head  man  and  brother  of 
Smnat  whom  capt.  Wilkins  had  hired  as  his  assis- 
tant, according  to  custom  on  that  coast)  and  anoth- 
er, went  into  the  cabin  to  converse  w ith  the  cap- 
tain on  business,  where  they  supped  with  him. 
About  8 o’clock,  they  commenced  weighing  two 
bags  at  a draft — and  on  the  third  draft,  the  Malays 
began  the  attack  by  stabbing  the  2d  mate  and  the 
boy  Babbage.  The  latter  fell,  but  the  mate  not 
being  severely  wounded,  rap  to  seize  something  to 
defend  himself  with,  and  in  going  aft,  saw  Oosoo 
stab  the  captain. 

The  Malays  in  the  meantime  had  seized  the  mus- 
kets  in  the  round  house,  with  all  the  weapons  with- 
in reach,  and  the  crew  being  overpowered,  w'ere 
obliged  to  save  themselves  as  best  they  could,  some 
of  them  by  jumping  overboard,  and  others. retreat- 
ing up  the  rigging.  The  pirates  then  commenced 
the  plunder  of  the  vessel,  the  cook,  Wm.  Reynolds, 
talking  with,  and  apparently  assisting  them.  They 
left  the  ship  between  ten  and  twelve  o’clock,  taking 
with  them  26,000  or  $27,000  in  specie,  two  chests 
of  opium,  two  trunks  of  the  captain’s  best  wearing 
apparel,  two  gold  watches,  a fowling  piece  and 
case,  two  spy  glasses,  the  ship’s  colors,  all  the  can- 
vass and  cotton  cloth  that  could  be  found,  several 
muskets,  some  ammunition,  the  captain’s  writing 
desk  containing  the  chief  part  of  his  papers  and 
accounts,  with  several  other  small  articles. 

Alter  the  pirates  had  left  the  ship,  those  of  the 
crew  who  had  remained  in  the  vessel  went  on  deck 
and  discovered  that  the  cook  had  gone  with  them, 
and  as  was  believed  of  his  own  accord,  lie  had 
frequently  been  heard  to  say,  that  he  meant  to  go 
and  live  with  the  Malays,  and  for  several  days  pre- 
vious had  often  been  seen  in  close  conversation 
with  Sumata,  and  they  were  apparently  good  friends. 
Before  this,  he  had  been  put  in  irons  for  making  a 
disturbance  on  board  and  refusing  duty,  and  had 
that  day  implored  the  capt.  on  his  knees  to  release 
him,  which  he  promised  to  do  as  soon  as  the  mate 
returned. 

The  remainder  of  the  crew  then  lowered  the  boat 
and  rowed  to  a French  barque,  lying  about  nine 
miles  off  to  procure  assistance,  as  they  leared  anoth- 
er attack  might  be  made  on  the  ship  by  proas  which 
were  hovering  near;  and  there  being  unable  to  ob- 
tain immediate  aid  on  account  of  sickness  on  board, 
they  got  their  wounds  dressed  and  remained  until 
morning. 

The  chief  mate  Mr.  Whitmash,  was  first  informed 
of  the  massacre  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  by  three 
of  the  crew  who  had  jumped  overboard  during  the 
attack  and  swam  ashore,  a distance  of  about  two 
miles,  through  the  surf.  He  immediately  applied 
to  the  Ragan  for  assistance,  who  manned  and  arm- 
ed 5 of  the  boats,  and  himself,  with  some  of  his 
principal  men,  accompanied  the  crew  to  the  ship 
for  the  purpose  of  retakkig  her  if  necessary.  They 
however  found  no  living  soul  on  board,  but  discov- 
ered the  body  of  capt.  Wilkins  on  the  half  deck 
below',  and  Babbage  on  the  break  of  the  half  deck 
forward— every  thing  being  in  the  utmost  disorder. 
Three  of  those  who  had  been  on  board  the  French 
barque  returned  about  the  same  time. 

After  clearing  the  decks  and  getting  the  vessel  in 
tolerable  order,  (hey  slipped  life  cable  and  put  to 
sea,  and  arrived  at  Muskie  on  the  2d  of  September, 
where  they  received  all  necessary  assistance  from 
captains  Peabody  arid  Silver,  of  the  ship  Borneo  and 
brig  Lucilla,  both  of  this  port.  On  Monday  the  27th 
of  August  the  body  of  Babbage  was  committed  to 
the  deep,  and  on  the  following  day,  Tuesday,  that 
of  capt.  Wilkins.  A request  was  forwarded  from 
the  Rajah  that  the  body  of  the  captain  might  be 
landed  and  buried  at  Tray  Bangun,  but  it  was 
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deemed  unsafe  to  comply,  lest  the  ship  should  be( 
a°-ain  attacked  and  overpowered  by  the  natives. 

°The  Eclipse  arrived  here  on  Saturday,  with  only 
a part  of  her  cargo. 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

We  observe  in  some  of  the  public  papers  a dis- 
position to  blame  the  government,  as  usual,  for 
omitting' The  proper  measures  to  protect  the  trade 
of  the  United  States  on  the  coast  of  Sumatra  and 
in  the  Indian  Ocean.  The  injustice  of  the  impu- 
tation will  be  apparent  when  it  is  understood  that 
commodore  Reed,  now  on  a cruise  to  the  East  In- 
dies, was  specially  instructed  to  visit  the  Island  of 
Sumatra,  with  a view  to  the  protection  of  com- 
merce and  of  overawing  the  piratical  spirit  of  the 
natives.  From  dates  and  circumstances  it  is  al- 
most certain  that  he  will  already  have  been  on  the 
spot,  and  taken  the  necessary  measures  to  punish 
the  authors  of  the  outrage,  as  well  as  to  procure  sat- 
isfaction for  the  plunder  of  the  Eclipse.  We  also 
understand  it  is  the  intention  of  the  president  to 
keep  an  American  cruiser  employed  constantly,  in 
future,  in  the  Indian  seas,  or,  at  least,  to  direct  such 
frequent  visits  of  our  public  ships  as  shall  impress 
on  the  minds  of  the  natives  a conviction  that  they 
will  return  at  certain  stated  seasons,  and  conse- 
quently, prevent  the  recurrence  of  similar  outrages. 

MR.  SHEPARD’S  ADDRESS, 

TO  THE  FREEMEN  OF  THE  FOURTH  CONGRES- 
SIONAL DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Gentlemen:  Circumstances  of  a private  nature 
prevented  me  from  visiting  all  of  you,  during  the 
recess  of  congress,  and  I take  this  means  of  com- 
municating with  my  constituents  on  the  state  of  our 
affairs,  and  of  presenting  to  them  my  views  of  the 
great  questions  which  agitate  the  public  mind.  Be- 
fore I proceed,  however,  to  these  interesting  topics, 
let  me  remind  you  that  I came  to  congress  “un- 
committed and  untrammelled.”  In  the  short  ad- 
dress, published  previously  to  the  election  of  1837, 
after  stating  my  objections  to  some  of  the  promi- 
nent measures  of  general  Jackson’s  administration, 

I declared  that  “ if  Mr.  Van  Buren  advise  good  and 
wholesome  laws,  I shall  give  him  a hearty  support.” 
My  feelingj  and  prejudices  were  against  this  gen- 
tleman; but,  having  been  placed  in  the  presidency 
by  a majority  of  the  American  people,  it  was  the 
part  of  wisdom  to  give  him  a fair  hearing;  and,  to 
express  my  determination,  I used  the  emphatic  lan- 
guage, “ I will  approve  where  I can,  and  condemn 
wheJi  I must.” 

During  the  canvass,  the  pecuniary  distress  of  the 
times  vtas  the  chief  subject  of  discussion,  and  I 
thought  that  the  bungling  manner  in  which  the 
publfc  finances  wer.  managed  was  one  of  its  prin- 
cipal causes.  I condemned  the  attack  on  the  na- 
tional bank;  I spoke  of  its  usefulness  to  the  coun- 
try, and  endeavored  to  remove  some  of  the  preju- 
dices entertained  ! y the  people  against  that  corpo- 
ration. I also  believed  that  a great  regulator  was 
necessary  to  keep  the  stats  banks  in  check,  and  I 
thought  it  probable  that  we  should  be  compelled  to 
resort  to  the  establishment  of  a national  institution; 
but  never  did  I pledge  myseif  to  vote  “yea”  or 
“nay”  on  the . subject,  and  reserved  this  and  all 
other  questions  for  future  deliberation.  He  who 
lives  at  a distance  from  the  great  theatre  of  public 
life,  and  pins  his  faith  to  scheming  politicians,  can- 
not reach  a safe  conclusion,  and  I resolved  to  be  a 
free  man,  and  judge  fo.r  myself,  or  to  remain  in  the 
honest  obscurity  of  in;  private  home.  Had  I sup- 
posed that  I was  elected  to  be  the  attorney  of  a 
party,  or  to  work  under  the  orders  of  some  selfish 
leader,  who  is  indifferent  to  the  feelings  and  wel- 
fare of  my  owk  constituents,  I should  have  rejected 
the  tawdry  honor  with  scorn.  Whatever  may  have 
been  my  prepossessions,  or  however  warmly  I may 
have  expressed  my  sentiments,  I never  doubted 
that  the  people  understood  me  to  be  free  from  the 
shackles  of  party,  and  believed  that  I would -use 
my  own  understanding  in  the  discharge  of  my  pub- 
lic duties.  I cannot  suppose  that  you  think  me  less 
trustworthy  than  Mr.  Clay  or  Mr.  Van  Buren; 
however  splendid  may  be  the  talents  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, they  cannot  look  so  close!;'  to  your  interest 
as  one  that  was  born  and  lives  amongst  you;  and 
in  thinking  for  myself,  without  giving  undue  weight 
to  their  opinions,  my  conscience  absolves  me  from 
the  slightest  impropriety.  I refer  now  to  the  terms 
of  ray  service,  because  I shall  act  in  accordance 
with  this  view  of  the  agreement;  and  after  a cau- 
tious survey  of  the  whole  subject,  with  a single  eye 
to  the  welfare  of  the 'country,'  I am  opposed  to  the 
establishment  of  a national  bank,  or  the  existence 
of  any  corporation  whose  power  and  whose  busi- 
ness pervades  the  whole  confederacy.  It  is  not  to 
be  denied  that  a federal  institution  is  a convenient 
agent  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  The  re- 
venue, wherever  collected,  can  be  deposited  there, 


and  wherever  needed,  can  be  disbursed  through  -its: 
various  branches;  and  if  regard  be  had  only  to  the 
ease  of  public  officers,  or  the  despatch  with  which 
credit  can  be  transported,  a national  bank  is  the 
most  appropriate  instrument.  But  it  is  not  indis- 
pensably necessary.  The  commercial  relations  of 
the  union  enable  the  bank  to  perform  the  duty 
above  mentioned;  and  the  same  reason  will  put  it  in 
the  power  of  the  government  to  expend  its  money 
through  its  own  officers.  Most  of  the  revenue  is 
collected  in  New  York,  and  some  of  it  is  wanted 
in  Missouri.  The  merchants  of  the  latter  state 
purchase  their  goods  in  the  former,  and  are  always 
glad  to  have  funds  where  their  debts  are  payable, 
and  if  the  money  of  the  government  be  in  safe 
hands  at  New  York,  a draft  on  this  deposite  will 
be  equivalent  to  specie  in  St.  Louis,  and  eagerly 
desired.  This  simple  illustration  throws  light  on 
the  whole  subject.  In  early  times,  when  there  were 
neither  banks  nor  brokers,  it  might  have  been  ne- 
cessary to  put  up  a national  institution;  but  a check 
or  draft  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  wherever 
it  may  now  go,  will  purchase  the  best  currency,  and 
be  sufficient  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  government. 

A paper  circulation,  common  to  the  whole  coun- 
try, has  been  much  lauded,  and  is  certainly  useful 
to  the  travelling  community.  It  is  said  that  if  a 
person  started  at  New  Orleans  and  went  to  Boston, 
half  of  his  expenses  might  be  charged  to  broker- 
age; but  the  taking  of  a small  quantity  of  specie 
would  remedy  this  evil,  even  if  we  were  disposed 
to  compare  the  temporary  convenience  of  a few 
travellers  to  the  permanent  interests  of  the  thou- 
sands who  never  leave  their  own  state.  The  local 
banks,  if  properly  managed,  can  always  furnish 
exchange  at  a moderate  premium.  The  relative 
business  of  the  different  sections  of  the  country  is 
the  basis  of  this  operation.  If  Newbern  buys 
more  than  it  sells,  exchanges  will  be  against  New- 
bern; and  if  it  sells  more  than  it  buys,  exchange 
will  be  in  its  favoi;  and  this  is  the  universal  law 
under  every  system  of  finance.  During  the  late 
crisis,  exchange  at  New  Orleans  on  New  York  was 
fifteen  per  cent,  above  par,  while  in  North  Caro- 
lina a draft  could  be  obtained  at  one  per  cent.  The 
reason  was,  that  new  Orleans  was  heavily  indebted 
to  New  York,  whilst  the  merchants  of  our  own 
state  had  been  doing  a snug  and  prudent  business. 
The  bank  of  England  has  no  branch  at  Dublin  or 
Edinburgh,  yet  the  merchants  of  that  kingdom  do 
not  complain  of  the  derangement  of  exchanges. 
There  is  no  bank  to  regulate  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  New  York  and  Liverpool, fand 
there  is  no  justifiable  cause  why  the  business  of  our 
own  cities  should  not  be  on  a footing  equally  favor- 
able. In  the  breaking  up  of  an  old  system,  and 
the  commencement  of  another,  there  will  be  some 
distress  and  contusion,  but  in  a short  time  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  will  become  adapted  to  the 
new  state  of  things,  and  the  predicted  evils  will  not 
appear. 

The  chief  argument,  however,  in  favor  of  a na- 
tional bank,  is  its  supposed  ability  to  maintain  a 
sound  currency.  The  precedent  of  1816,  when 
Mr.  Madison  gave  up  his  objections  and  signed  the 
bill  for  the  establishment  of  the  late  institution,  is 
frequently  referred  to,  and  at  one  time  it  had  great 
weight  in  my  own  mind.  But  a more  minute  ac- 
quaintance with  the  history  of  banking,  and  a more 
searching  investigation  of  its  tendencies,  have  sha- 
ken my  faith  in  the  soundness  of  this  opinion. 

The  general  assembly  grants  a charter  of  incor- 
poration, and  if  moneyed  men  are  pleased  with  its 
provisions,  they  subscribe  for  the  stock,  and  the 
bank  begins  its  operations.  The  object  of  the  le- 
gislature is  to  furnish  a paper  currency  to  the  peo- 
ple; that  of  the  capitalist  is  to  make  a good  investr 
ment  for  himself.  Prudent,  and  keen-sighted,  and 
looking  to  his  own  interests,  he  manages  the  bank 
to  make  money  for  the  stockholders.  The  greater 
the  issue  of  paper,  the  larger  will  be  the  dividends, 
and  the  higher  the  stock  will  rise  in  the  market; 
thus,  for  a time,  even  an  honest  man  will  be 
tempted  to  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  prudence,  and 
thiow  out  more  currency  than  is  wanted.  "When 
to  this  is  added  the  eagerness  of  borrowers,  the  re- 
sult of  the  whole  affair  is  easily  perceptible.  Though 
young  in  years,  the  country  is  already  in  the  old 
age  of  luxury  and  refinement.  Habits  of  industry 
and  economy  are  distasteful  to  many  of  our  peo- 
ple. They  wish  to  substitute  speculation  for  pa- 
tient labor,  and  they  are  greedy  of  riches,  though 
they  indulge  in  expensive  pleasures.  A temporary 
combination  takes  place  between  the  banker  and 
the  borrower;  every  thing  rises  in  price;  the  rich 
man  thinks  himself  a prince;  the  poor  one  acts  as  if 
he  had  wealth;  and  all  go  on  rejoicing,  until  the 
bubble  is  swollen  to  its  utmost  extent,  and  then  the 
puncture  of  a pin  brings  it  to  the  earth.  The  bank 
cannot  redeem  its  paper,  because  its  debtors  can- 
not pay,  for  prices  and  property  are  in  an  artificial 


state;  the  knowing  capitalist  took  advantage  of 
some  one’s  ignorance  to  sell  his  stock  at  a high  ad- 
vance, and  leaves  the  institution  to  the  odium  which 
his  own  conduct  brought  against  it. 

Any  hank  of  large  capital,  properly  managed, 
would  certainly  check  the  state  corporations,  and 
keep  them  within  reasonable  limits.  But  there  is 
no  guaranty  that  a national  institution  would  be 
governed  with  more  virtue  and  wisdom  than  the 
state  banks;  men  of  the  same  character  are  stock- 
holders of  each,  desirous  of  large  dividends,  and  the 
debtors  of  one  are  as  little  likely  to  be  ciicumspect 
as  those  of  the  other.  The  same  vice  infects  the 
whole  system,  and  where  there  is  an  apparent  dif- 
ference between  the  federal  and  local  banks,  it  is 
caused  by  peculiar  circumstances.  If  in  1816,  the 
legislature  had  compelled  the  state  corporations  to 
perform  their  contracts,  or  the  general  government 
had  demanded  specie  in  the  payment  of  its  dues, 
there  w'ould  have  been  no  necessity  for  a national 
bank;  if  the  makers  and  guardians  of  the  law  would 
extend  to  banks  the  same  penalties,  which  befal  in- 
solvent individuals,  w'e  should  not  often  hear  of  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments.  That  this  is  the 
true  remedy,  late  events  incontestably  prove.  The 
banks  of  New  York  would  have  forfeited  their 
charters,  if  resumption  had  not  taken  place  on  or 
before  the  first  May,  and  this  happened  not  only 
without  a national  bank,  but  in  spite  of  the  mam- 
moth at  Philadelphia.  I have  no  affinity  with 
those  who  wish  to  persecute  moneyed  institutions, 
for  there  are  times  when  the  wisest  cannot  foresee 
the  revulsions  in  trade  and  commerce,  and  should 
not  be  blamed;  I only  laydown  a general  principle, 
applicable  to  ordinary  cases,  by  which  the  people 
can  be  protected,  and  the  banks  be  made  to  know 
their  duty. 

But  if  a national  bank  can  confer  these  boasted 
blessings  on  the  people,  it  must  be  invested  with 
vast  power  and  extensive  privileges.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  late  institution,  when  asked  by  a com- 
mittee of  the  senate,  “has  the  bank  at  any  time 
oppressed  any  of  the  state  banks?”  answered  “no, 
never;  but  there  are  very  few  banks  that  might  not 
have  been  destroyed  by  an  exertion  of  the  power  of 
the  bank.”  It  thus  seems  that  twelve  individuals 
would  control  the  moneyed  interests  of  this  great 
country.  If  they  were  favorable  to  a state  bank,  it 
might  issue  bills  to  any  amount,  and  make  large 
dividends  for  its  stockholders;  if  they  were  hostile, 
it  must  shut  its  doors  and  close  its  business,  with- 
out regard  to  the  power  which  brought  it  into  exis- 
tence. Whatever  might  be  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple among  whom  it  was  located,  or  the  object  of 
the  legislature  which  granted  the  charter,  the  local 
bank  must  look  to  the  view's  and  feelings  of  the 
distant  master,  on  whose  smiles  and  frowns  its  fate 
would  hang.  This  powerful  influence  w ould  not 
be  confined  to  the  capitalists  and  their  immediate 
dependants;  the  industrious  classes,  the  merchant, 
manufacturer,  agricultuiist,  and  all  who  were  in 
need  of  loans  and  credit  for  successful  operations, 
would  have  a direct  interest  in  propitiating  the 
great  Moloch  of  money.  When  we  think  of  the 
rage  for  riches  which  characterizes  the  present  gen- 
eration, and  the  inordinate  desire  for  the  luxuries 
of  life,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  the 
power  which  is  believed  to  dispense  these  favors 
W'ould  be  almost  irresistible. 

The  federal  and  state  governments,  combined, 
do  not  possess  an  influence  commensurate  with  that 
which  acts  on  the  pecuniary  hopes-and  fears  of  an 
industrious  and  enterprising  community.  The  lat- 
ter comes  to  our  firesides;  it  mingles  with  our  most 
sacred  feelings;  it  affects  ali  our  interests;  it  can 
give  _ us  competence,  or  it  may  dash  us  and  our 
children  into  the  dirt.  Without  appealing  to  bad 
passions,  I would  ask  the  thinking  people  of  this 
country  if  it  be  safe  to  give  a single  corporation  so 
great  privileges?  Is  it  not  best  to  divide  the  mo- 
neyed power,  to  separate  it  into  smaller  parts,  so 
that  capitalists  would  rival  and  check  each  other, 
and  not  act  into  a solid  phalanx  on  the  other  classes 
of  society? 

But  it  is  said  that  those  who  have  money  are 
timid;  that  far  from  interfering  with  state  affairs, 
they  are  apt  to  succumb  to  politicians,  instead  of 
manfully  struggling  for  their  own  rights.  This  is 
the  truth  in  monarchical  or  aristocratical  govern- 
ments, vvhere  there  is  no  chance  lor  bankers  and 
stockjobbers  to  acquire  much  influence;  in  a repub- 
lic, however,  where  individuals  have  great  oppor- 
tunitiesof  perverting  the  public  mind,  wealth  is  one 
ofthe  greatest  engines  that  can  be  brought  to  oper- 
ate on  politics.  It  is  not  supposed  that  the  diiectors 
of  the  bank  parlor  would  openly  issue  orders  on  the 
subject  of  an  election,  or  have  the  tread  of  an  offen- 
sive individual  chopped  off  without  the  trial  by  jury; 
but  if  two  parties  were  violently  contending  for 
supremacy,  and  one  was  more  favorable  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  bank  than  the  other,  does  any  man  of 
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sense  doubt  into  which  scale  the  moneyed  weight 
would  be  thrown?  General  Jackson  was  accused 
of  wishing  to  tamper  with  the  fate  bank,  but  was 
repelled  by  the  pride  and  intellect  of  the  great  man 
who  governed  that  institution.  It  cannot  be  ex- 
pected, that  a gentlemen  of  such  endowments 
would  always  be  at  the  head  of  a national  bank;  if 
it  were  controlled  by  a person  who  thought  only 
of  interest,  and  the  success  of  pecuniary  specula- 
tions, and  the  charter  was  on  the  eve  of  expir- 
ing, it  is  to  be  feared  that  a popular  president 
would  bend  the  whole  body  to  his  purposes.  In 
looking  to  the  future,  and  thinking  of  the  increasing 
corruptions  of  the  times,  an  honest  and  prudent 
statesman  might  see  cause  to  believe,  that  a union 
of  moneyed  and  political  power  was  not  impos- 
sible ; who  then  could  resist  the'  president  and 
the  bank  combined?  who  would  dare  raise  his 
voice  against  the  dispenser  of  honors  and  wealth? 
an  1 who  does  not  see  Hint  a tyranny  of  the  meanest 
character,  would  take  the  place  of  our  present  go- 
vernment ? 

Another  objection  to  a bank  of  large  capital,  whe- 
ther chartered  by  the  general  or  state  government, 
is  its  tendency  to  concentrate  the  trade  of  the  coun- 
try at  particular  points.  I do  not  envy  the  com- 
mercial prosperity  of  our  northern  brethren;  but  it 
is  neither  unpatriotic  nor  unwise  to  wish  that  south- 
ern merchants  should  export  the  productions  of  our 
soil,  and  bring  us  the  comforts  and  necessaries  of 
foreign  regions.  A moneyed  institution  of  immense 
resources  at  New  York  or  Philadelphia,  with 
branches  in  the  states,  would  effectually  command 
our  commerce,  and  bind  us  in  iron  chains  to  the 
traders  and  merchants  of  the  north.  It  would  be  Ihe 
policy  of  the  bank  to  foster  the  industry  of  that  sec- 
tion where  its  managers  resided  and  held  property; 
personal  acquaintance,  social  ties,  and  local  feeling, 
would  always  induce  them  to  consider  the  pros- 
perity of  their  own  city  or  state  as  the  chief  object 
of  attainment. 

It  is  true  that  great  natural  advantages  cannot  be 
entirely  contravened — that  a town  favorably  situa- 
ted for  commerce  will  become  an  important  place, 
and  that  the  enterprize  of  a people  will  ultimately 
be  successful.  But  when  circumstances  and  legis- 
lation have  given  a direction  to  business,  the  order 
of  things  cannot  be  changed  if  the  old  policy  be 
continued;  settled  habits  and  the  overwhelming  in- 
fluence of  capital  would  render  the  struggles  of  pa- 
triotism and  intelligence  useless  for  generations. 
The  merchants  of  the  south  have  become  sensible 
of  their  own  interests,  and  are  endeavoring  to  have 
a direct  trade  with  other  portions  of  the  globe. 
Would  a bank,  governed  by  northern  men,  look 
kindly  on  such  an  effort?  Would  they  who  control 
the  credit  of  the  country,  who  confer  favors  and  in- 
flict blows,  give  aid  and  countenance  to  new 
schemes,  or  strain  every  nerve  to  keep  commerce 
in  its  own  channels  ? 

There  is  not  a city  in  the  union  whose  merchants 
have  not  felt  that  Philadelphia  enjoyed  superior  ad- 
vantages in  consequence  of  having  the  bank;  and 
if  the  capital  of  such  an  institution  were  distributed 
through  the  states,  and  governed  by  men  of  different 
feelings  and  views,  every  section  would  participate 
more  equally  in  its  benefits,  whilst  its  political  pow- 
er would  be  greatly  diminished.  The  cities  of  the 
south  might  then  hope  for  success  in  commercial  ri- 
valry, and  even  the  seaports  of, Carolina  would  raise 
their  lowly  heads,  to  struggle  for  a portion  of  that 
trade,  which  our  own  industry  brings  into  existence. 

The  next  subject  worthy  of  your  attention,  is  the 
expenditures  of  the  general  government.  During 
the  last  six  years,  these  have  been  enormously  in- 
creased, by  the  Florida  war,  the  purchase  of  Indian 
territory,  and  the  removal  of  the  Aborigines  to  the 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi.  But  independently 
of  such  causes,  a system  of  extravagance  has  been 
established  at  Washington,  which,  if  continued, 
must  deeply  affect  the  character  of  the  government, 
and  the  happiness  of  the  people.  Our  statesmen 
have  always  contended  for  a cheap  and  simple  es- 
tablishment; they  think  that  the  union  was  formed 
to  insure  domestic  peace  and  protect  us  from  for- 
eign enemies;  and  they  have  deprecated  that  doc- 
trine of  construction,  which  will  sweep  away  the 
limitations  of  the  constitution,  and  degrade  the 
states  into  mere  corporations.  On  the  other  hand, 
those  who  fear  dissolution  more  than  consolidation, 
who  think  that  the  federal  arm  should  be  strength- 
ened, seize  every  opportunity  to  increase  the  in- 
fluence of  the  central  government,  and  find  by  ex- 
perience that  extensive  patronage  is  the  best  engine 
to  effect  their  purposes.  Other  motives  have  ac- 
tuated the  friends  of  domestic  manufactures.  The 
prosperity  ol  this  branch  ol  industry,  is  caused  by 
duties  levied  on  foreign  goods;  the  higher  the  im- 
post the  more  benefit  accrues  to  the  manufacturer, 
and  he  clamors  for  large  revenues  and  heavy  expen 
ditures.  We  say  that  the  tariff  is  a tax  on  the 


agricultural  portion  of  the  community,  and  that  the 
government  has  no  right  (o  favor  one  class  at  the  ex- 
pense of  another;  but  so  devoted  are  these  men  to 
their  own  interest,  that  the  constitution  is  forgotten, 
and  every  foolish  and  expensive  scheme  is  welcomed, 
because  it  makes  taxation  necessary.  But,  with 
all  (heir  efforts,  the  extravagance  of  the  government 
could  not  keep  pace  with  the  greediness  of  the  manu- 
facturer, and  forty  millions  of  dollars  were  amassed 
in  the  treasury  at  the  commencement  of  1837, 
which  could  not  be  expended  in  the  public  service. 

This  money  was  deposited  in  the  banks,  and  loan- 
ed by  them  to  individuals;  it  contributed  to  swell  the 
currency  and  bring  on  that  reckless  spirit  of  specu- 
lation which  eventuated  in  our  late  disasters.  The 
banks  never  thought  of  payment — the  men  in  pow- 
er did  not  understand  the  subject — the  people  were 
unwary  and  thirsty  for  wealth,  and  all  were  over- 
whelmed with  ruin  when  they  thought  themselves 
at  the  acme  of  prosperity. 

But  this  was  the  least  of  evils.  The  land  has  re- 
sounded with  an  outcry  against  the  abuses  and  cor- 
ruptions of  the  government.  It  is  said  that  public 
funds  have  been  used  for  electioneering  purposes — 
that  politicians  have  been  bribed  to  support  the  ru- 
lers in  office,  and  that  the  people  have  been  defrauded 
for  the  private  benefit  of  hypocritical  leaders.  AH 
this  may  be  true,  but  to  charge  the  party  in  power 
with  the  whole  crime  is  to  take  a view’  of  things  at 
once  contracted  and  unphilosophicat.  They  who 
have  destroyed  the  ancient  simplicity  of  the  federal 
government,  who  have  interfered  with  the  industry 
of  the  states,  who  have  been  foremost  in  taxes  and 
expenditures,  are  deserving  of  the  deepest  censure. 
A pure  man  may  fall  from  temptation,  and  any  par- 
ty will  become  corrupt,  if  it  have  means  and  oppor- 
tunity; and  he  who  is  sincerely  anxious  for  hon- 
est rulers,  and  is  opposed  to  daring  usurpation,  must 
strive  to  keep  the  government  poor,  and  frown  upon 
every  scheme  of  extravagance,  however  plausible 
and  attractive. 

The  north  has  received  the  benefit  of  this  legisla- 
tion, and  the  south  has  been  its  victim.  But  through 
the  mercy  of  Providence,  the  laboring  classes  in  the 
free  states  begin  to  think  that  these  bounties  and 
monopolies  of  the  general  government  do  not  con- 
tribute to  their  welfare.  I do  not  say  that  the  “de- 
mocratic party”  of  the  north  is  perfectly  sound  on 
this  subject;  but  the  only  assistance  which  we  get 
from  that  section,  is  derived  from  the  membeis  of 
this  party;  and  being  opposed  to  grand  plans  of  ex- 
pense, from  feeling  and  education,  they  constitute 
our  reliance,  and  are  indeed  our  natural  allies. 

The  bank  and  all  the  affairs  of  the  general  govern- 
ment are  of  less  concern  to  us,  than  the  agitating 
question  which  has  been  thrust  on  the  country  by 
the  northern  abolitionists.  These  people  denounce 
slavery  as  sin  to  God  and  injustice  to  man;  the  most 
opprobrious  epithets  are  cast  on  the  citizens  of  the 
south,  and  every  means  is  taken,  secretly  and  openly, 
to  excite  the  slave  and  to  terrify  the  master.  Many 
powerful  presses  are  at  their  command — some  able 
and  eloquent  men  are  in  their  ranks — thousands  of 
papers,  books,  and  pictures  arc  daily  issued  to  in- 
flame the  public  mind;  and  as  the  commerce  betw’een 
the  sta‘es  is  entirely  unrestricted,  and  all  can  travel 
without  hindrance,  and  the  post  office  is  open  alike  to 
the  vehicles  of  poison  and  the  messengers  of  truth, 
it  is  obvious  that,  without  the  strictest  vigilance, 
the  blocks  may  at  some  unexpected  moment  be  dri- 
ven to  madness.  But  these  men  are  not  content 
with  firing  at  a distance  their  engines  of  destruction; 
they  daily  petition  congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  if  this  object  be  attained, 
the  capitol  itself  will  resound  with  their  frenzied 
ebullitions.  Located  at  Washington,  in  the  midst 
of  a slave  population,  and  encouraged  by  the  exam- 
ple and  countenance  of  the  general  government, 
ihese  incendiaries  would  be  so  active  and  daring  that 
nothing  could  stem  the  current  of  folly  and  fanati- 
cism. 

Those  who  visit  the  north  for  the  purpose  of  tra- 
ding, are  led  to  believe  that  this  excitement  is  con- 
fined to  a few  persons  of  obscure  character;  but  the 
merchants,  who  are  benefited  by  southern  com- 
merce, are  interested  to  keep  our  eyes  closed,  in 
order  that  the  intercourse  ol'  the  sections  may  not  be 
interrupted.  The  politicians  too,  who  are  connected 
with  prominent  men  in  the  north,  are  anxious  to 
keep  down  alarm  and  beguile  us  into  security,  for 
fear  that  our  people  will  fly  from  the  support  of 
those  measures,  which  are  known  to  be  identified 
with  northern  interests.  Six  years  ago,  the  first  ‘anti- 
slavery society”  W’as  formed  in  the  city  of  New  York; 
now  many  hundreds  are  spread  through  the  free  states 
engaged  in  making  proselytes,  collecting  funds,  and 
distribntingbooks  and  pamphlets.  Influential  preach- 
ers of  the  gospel,  enjoying  a high  reputation  (or  piety 
and  knowledge,  devote  their  Zealand  talent  to  the 
promotion  of  the  cause.  The  seminaries  of  learn- 
ing have  societies,  where  professors  and  students 


unite  their  efforts  against  the  peace  of  the  south 
even  the  school  books  are  filled  with  libels  on  our 
character  and  institutions,  in  order  that  the  rising 
generation  may  come  to  the  duties  of  life  with  set- 
tled opinions  and  prejudices.  The  number  of  mem- 
bers of  congress,  who  openly  advocate  abolition,  is 
daily  increasing,  and  if  they  who  secretly  aid  the 
fanatics,  or  connive  at  their  proceedings,  be  added 
to  the  list,  the  party  will  not  be  contemptible.  Fel- 
low-citizens, I have  travelled  at  the  north,  1 have  as- 
sociated with  all  classes  of  people,  I have  endeavoied 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  real  state  of  things, 
and  I tell  you  in  all  sincerity  that  there  is  danger, 
and  I implore  you  not  to  be  deceived. 

The  connection  of  this  subject  with  politics,  is 
at  once  the  strongest  proof  of  what  I assert,  and  the 
worst  sign  of  the  times.  If  the  number  of  the  abo- 
litionists were  small,  and  the  north  thoroughly 
sound,  both  “whigs”  and  “democrats”  would  treat 
them  with  contempt;  but  in  Massachusetts  both 
parties  court  the  fanatics;  in  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, they  are  opposed  to  the  “democrats;”  in  New 
York,  the  whigs  elected  one  of  these,  men.  to  be 
their  lieutenant  governor,  and  in  Pennsylvania,  the 
whig  candidate  for  governor  was  an  avowed  abo- 
litionist. These  are  facts  which  cannot  be  denied. 

When  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  inaugurated,  he  de- 
clared himself  the  uncompromising  opponent  of 
abolition.  At  the  commencement  of  the  second 
session  of  the  twenty-fifth  congress,  it  was  thought 
prudent  to  stifle  the  petitions  and  memorials  on  this 
subject,  and  Mr.  Patton,  of  Virginia,  introduced  a 
resolution,  ordering  them  to  be  laid  on  the  table 
without  further  action  thereon:  seventy-foui  mem- 
bers of  the  house  of  representatives  voted  against 
this  resolution,  of  wdiom  nine  or  ten  were  supporters 
of  the  administration,  and  the  rest  were  its  oppo- 
nents, not  a single  “whig”  from  the  north  voting 
in  the  affirmative.  On  the  12th  of  December,  1838, 
Mr.  Atherton  of  New  Hampshire,  presented  to  our 
body  certain  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  the  powers 
of  the  general  government,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
disposing  of  the  “abolition  papers,”  with  which  the 
house  was  to  be  flooded:  they  affirm  the  control  of 
the  states  over  their  domestic  institutions,  and  re- 
buke in  a proper  spirit  the  agitators,  who  wish  to 
use  this  government  as  a lever  to  effect  their  de- 
signs on  the  southern  country.  Seventy-eight  mem- 
bers voted  against  the  last  clause  of  the  last  resolu- 
tion, ordering  the  petitions  and  memorials  of  the 
fanatics  to  he  laid  on  the  table,  “without  being 
printed,  read,  or  referred;”  of  these  nine  or  ten 
were  “democrats,”  and  the  rest  were  “whigs,”  not 
a single  opponent  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  from  the 
north,  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

The  abolitionists  and  their  friends  were  deeply 
offended  at  the  passage  of  these  resolutions:  those 
who  voted  for  them  -were  stigmatised  in  the  vilest 
language,  and  denounced  as  the  puppets  of  slave- 
holders; whilst  they  who  voted  against  them  were 
heralded  through  the  north  as  the  friends  of  liberty 
and  free  discussion.  I am  far  from  saying  that  all 
the  northern  whigs  are  favorable  to  the  schemes  of 
these  migukled  people;  but  I.:r.  Van  Buren  haying 
early  taken  ground  again  A them,  and  his  friends  in 
congress  having  voted  with  the  southern  delegation, 
thereby  incurring  the  hatred  of  the  fanatics,  whilst 
the  wdiigs  have  received  their  thanks  and  praises,  it 
is  not  unreasonable  to  conclude  that  one  party  is 
much  sounder  than  the  other.  I,  however,  only 
state  the  facts;  it  becomes  you  to  make  the  com- 
ment in  justice  and  charity. 

But  we  must  not  put  too  much  faith  in  parties 
and  politicians.  1 have  seen  enough  to  make  me 
distrust  those  who  are  struggling  for  power  and 
office.  We  must  adhere  t v our  principles;  we  must 
keep  aloof  from  those  contests,  whose  result  is  to 
elevate  men  and  divide  the  spoils  of  victory.  li  the 
slaveholding  states  be  true  to  themselves,  they  can 
give  law  to  Ihe  government;  but  if  our  public  men 
be  divided  into  factions,  and  permit  the  great  doc- 
trines of  the  constitution  to  be  sunk  in  a mere 
scramble  for  the  “loaves  and  fishes,”  our  influence 
will  be  lost,  and  our  property  will  be  sacrificed. 

The  preceding  remarks  unfold  my  political  prin- 
ciples, and  indicate  the  course  that  I shall  pursue 
on  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  the  “independent 
treasury,”  if  it  contain  those  safeguards  which  I 
deem  essential  to  permanent  success.  Under  its 
provisions,  executive  patronage  will  be  less  than  if 
the  government  were  leagued  with  the  banks;  its 
tendency  is  to  diminish  the  public  expenditures — 
to  purify  tha  currency,  and  to  render  unnecessary 
that  paper  monopoly,  so  alien  to  the  genius  of  our 
institutions,  and  so  fatal  to  the  interests  of  the 
sourthern  states.  The  length  of  this  communica- 
tion prevents  me  from  entering  more  fully  into  the 
merits  of  the  great  doctrine  of  the  separation  of 
bank  and  state;  its  novelty,  and  the  clamor  that 
was  raised  for  political  effect,  induced  many  excel- 
lent men  to  question  its  expediency;  but,  contrary 
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to  preconceived  notions,  I feel  compelled  to  give  it 
my  support,  and  shall  take  another  opportunity  of 
stating  the  reasons. 

It  is  probable  that  some  of  those  who  were  with 
me  in  1837,  will  be  dissatisfied  with  the  views  pre- 
sented in  this  paper.  For  these  gentlemen  I shall 
ever  entertain  the  warmest  esteem,  and  I regret  that 
we  should  dilfer  in  the  slightest  degree;  but  in  the 
performance  of  legislative  duties  an  honest  man 
cannot  indulge  his  private  feelings. 

I could  not  sustain  general  Jackson  in  his  disre- 
gard of  the;  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  govern- 
ment, or  in  the  prostitution  of  his  office  to  the  de- 
signs of  favorites  and  sycophants,  and  I have  always 
expressed  high  admiration  for  Mr.  Clay,  and  even 
urged  his  claims  to  the  presidency;  but  whilst  Mr. 
Van  Buren  keeps  within  the  limits  of  his  constitu- 
tional powers,  and  seems  disposed  to  adopt  a policy 
that  is  just  to  the  south  and  honorable  to  himself,  it 
would  be  the  height  of  lolly  to  make  war  on  him, 
in  order  to  elevate  a party  from  w'hich  I ditier  essen- 
tially', and  many  of  whose  members  are  deeply  hos- 
tile to  the  interests  of  my  own  constituents.  As 
for  the  drivellings  of  ignorance,  and  the  insinuations 
of  malice,  I shall  endeavor  to  bear  them  with  pa- 
tience and  dignity.  In  the  search  after  truth,  I 
may  frequently  err,  and  sometimes  be  forced  to 
change  my  opinions;  but  proudly  conscious  that  I 
have  no  other  object  than  the  welfare  of  my  coun- 
try, I cheerfully  submit  to  the  justice  and  candor  of 
a liberal  community. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  SHEPARD. 

Washington , Dec.  20,  1838. 


GEN  GRATIOT’S  STATEMENT. 
Communication  of  Gen.  Gratiot  to  the  house 
of  representatives,  containing  his  statement  of  the 
recent  movements  in  regard  lo  his  alleged  defal- 
cations. 

The  origin  of  my  difficulty  with  the  government 
was  in  the  settlement  of  my  accounts  as  disburs- 
ing agent  for  the  fortifications  in  Hampton  Roads, 
Va.,the  construction  of  which  I superintended  du- 
ring nine  years,  commencing  in  1819,  until  my  pro- 
motion as  chief  engineer,  and  during  seven  years 
of  that  time  I was  charged  with  the  disbursement  of 
the  funds  for  that  purpose. 

In  the  final  settlement  of  my  accounts  as  disburs- 
ing agent,  a difference  was  found  between  my  state- 
ment and  that  of  the  accounting  officer  of  the  treasu- 
ry department,  the  nature  of  which,  and  my  views 
on  the  subject,  are  shown  in  the  following  extract  of 
a letter  to  the  secretary  of  W’ar. 

Engineer  Department, 
Washington,  Jan.  4,  1831. 

To  hon.  J.  H.  Eaton,  secretary  of  war: 

Sir:  I have  the  honoi  to  submit  herewith  for  your 
consideration  and  decision  on  the  cases  presented,  a 
statement  of  differences  between  the  third  auditor 
and  myself  in  the  settlement  of  my  accounts  as  dis- 
bursing agent  for  the  fortifications  in  Hampton 
Roads.  The  disallowances  may  be  thus  classed. 

1st.  Rent  of  quarters  for  lieutenants  Dutton  and 
Mordecai. 

2d.  Medical  attendance  at  forts  Monroe  and  Cal- 
houn, one  half  cf the  amount  paid  only  being  allow- 
ed to  my  credit. 

3J.  Commission  on  disbursements  at  each  work, 
a portion  only  ef  my  claim  being  admitted,  and  the 
next  rejected  an  inconsistent  with  the  regulations. 

4th,  Errors  in  calculations,  and  omissions  in  my 
receipts.  The  third  class  of  disallowances  arises 
from  a difference  in  the  mode  of  construing  the 
S93d  paragraph  of  the  army  regulations,  which  fixes 
the  compensation  to  be  allowed  to  an  engineer,  for 
disbursing  tlva  funds  applied  for  the  construction  of 
fortifications. 

I have  charged  two  dollars  a day  for  the  disburse- 
ments at  each  place,  (Forts  Monroe  and  Calhoun,) 
whilst  the  comptroller  limits  to  that  sum  the  dis- 
bursing of  the  whole  amount  of  compensation  for 
disbursing  the  funds  placed  in  my  hands. 

It  is  plain  that  if  all  the  fortifications  under  con- 
struction atone  time,  (for  which  about  800,000  are 
annually  appropriated,)  were  situated  near  to  each 
other,  a single  engineer  might  be  charged  with  the 
general  superintendence  of  them,  and  with  the  dis- 
bursements consequent  on  their  construction.  But 
it  could  hardly  be  expected  that  he  would,  for  the 
smail  compensation  allowed  by  the  accounting  offi- 
cer’s construction  of  the  “regulations,”  burthen  him- 
self with  so  a great  responsibility.  Such  at  leastwas 
not  my  understanding  of  the  requirements  of  the  re- 
gulation, and  under. fhe  present  circumstances,  I 
must  recur  to  the  only  existing  provision  of  law 
on  the  subject,  that  made  i:i  the  3d  section  of  the 
act  3d  March,  1S09,  allowing  a compensation  of  1 
per  cent.,  provided  it  do  not  exceed  $ 2,000  per 
annum.  It  is  probably  known  to  you  that  the  dis- 
bursements on  account  of  the  works  in  Hampton 


Roads,  were  previously  to  1821,  made  like  those  on 
most  other  works,  by  a special  agent  of  fortifi- 
cations, appointed  under  the  authority  of  the  law 
just  referred  to,  and  having  the  compensation  there- 
in stated.  The  agent  in  Hampton  Roads,  having 
become  a defaulter  for  a large  amount,  (nearly 
$30,000,)  the  funds  for  carrying  on  the  work  were 
placed  in  my  hands  under  the  regulations  of  1831, 
mentioned  in  the  3d  auditor’s  remarks,  and  I con- 
tinued the  disbursements  until  the  30th  September, 
1829,  up  to  which  period  about  $1,400,000  had 
passed  through  my  hands,  and  have  been  accounted 
for,  w’ith  the  exceptions  now'  before  you.  Notwith- 
standing the  manner  in  which  the  regulations  of 
1821  are  worded,  I can  hardly  believe  that  in  fix- 
ing the  rate  of  compensation  so  far  below  that  pre- 
viously allowed  to  agents  of  fortifications,  it  could 
have  had  reference  also  to  the  case  of  officers  dis- 
bursing an  account  of  more  than  one  appropriation 
of  the  usual  amount;  and  my  opinion  rests  not 
less  on  the  change  made  in  the  form  of  that  regu- 
lation in  1825,  than  on  the  palpable  injustice  of 
such  a measure. 

The  duty  of  disbursing  is  not  one  of  those  with 
which  the  commission  of  an  engineerofficer  charges 
him  ; the  proof  of  which,  if  any  be  necessary  is 
found  in  the  fact  of  a special  agent  being  appointed 
for  that  purpose  ; and  ever  since  it  has  been  confided 
to  engineer  officers,  no  bonds  are  required,  as  in 
the  case  of  disbursing  officers  of  the  staff,  and  yet 
the  regulations  would  seem  as  imperative  with  re- 
gard to  the  assumption  of  this  duty  when  assigned 
to  them,  as  if  it  were  sanctioned  on  the  face  of  his 
commission  ; and  a refusal  to  perform  it,  accompa- 
nied by  a demand  for  the  appointment  of  a special 
agent  for  disbursing,  would,  to  say  the  least,  be  but 
ill  received  at  the  war  office.  So  that  in  a case  like 
the  present,  the  only  alternative  left  to  the  officer, 
who  does  not  wish  to  jeopardize  his  commission  by 
refusing  to  perform  what  is  considered  his  duty,  is 
that  of  encountering  a risk  for  which  he  knows  that 
he  will  not  be  compensated. 

A division  of  a given  amount  of  funds  between 
tw'o  appropriations,  requires  distinct  books  and  pa- 
pers of  all  kinds,  and  in  doubling  the  number  of 
vouchers,  and  increasing  the  complexity  of  the  ac- 
counts, increases  also  the  risks  of  error,  and  of 
losses  in  making  payments.  At  the  end  of  every 
month,  during  the  time  of  my  making  disburse- 
ments on  the  works  in  Hampton  Roads,  I became 
responsible  for  the  transportation  of  about  $4,000  or 
$5,000,  in  notes  and  specie  from  Norfolk  ; the  losses 
of  a single  month  might  thus  have  amounted  to  more 
than  my  commission,  at  the  rate  of  $2  per  day,  for 
seven  or  eight  years. 

The  last  class  of  the  disallowances  on  my  accounts 
show  that  this  risk  is  not  merely  imaginary,  al- 
though the  amount  of  losses  is  small;  but  the  want 
of  a signature  to  one  receipt,  or  the  loss  of  a single 
voucher,  which  could  not  be  replaced,  would  thus 
absorb,  like  the  last  item  of  the  statement,  the  com- 
missions for  half  a year.  The  liability  to  such 
accidents  is  obvious,  and  is  virtually  acknowledged 
by  the  law  I have  referred  to,  which  makes  the 
compensation  of  the  agent  proportionate  to  the 
amount  of  disbursement. 

On  a review  of  this  case,  therefore,  I hope,  sir, 
that  it  will  appear  to  you  not  only  equitable,  but 
legal,  that  an  officer  who  has  performed  the  duty  of 
disbursing,  in  addition  to  the  more  immediate  and 
difficult  duties  of  his  proiession,  should  receive  a 
compensation  for  it  greater  than  one  third  of  the 
allowance  to  an  agent  who  performed  no  other  ser- 
vices than  those  of  disbursing. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed)  C.  GRATIOT. 

To  this  letter  I have  only  to  add,  that  the  risks  of 
loss  alluded  to  are  not  imaginary,  as  is  proved  by 
the  fact,  that  the  officer  who  succeeded  me,  guided 
by  an  accidental  discovery  of  discrepancy  in  the 
statements  of  materials  received  and  those  paid  for, 
found,  among  the  letters  on  file,  a single  voucher 
for  $1,404,  which,  by  some  oversight,  had  never 
been  presented  in  my  accounts,  although  the  evi- 
dences of  receipt,  and  payment  ot  the  articles  were 
clear. 

In  April,  1833,  these  differences  still  existing, 
the  secretary  of  war  submitted  the  subject  to  the 
attorney  general,  who  declined  giving  an  opinion  in 
the  case,  and  the  matter  remained  unsettled. 

In  December,  1835,  during  the  existence  of  the 
difficulties  with  France,  congress  having  refused  an 
appropriation  of  money  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, it  was  determined  to  make  use  of  such  ba- 
lances of  existing  appropriations,  as  could  be  di- 
verted from  their  proper  objects,  without  serious 
injury  to  the  service,  ami  to  apply  them  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  repair  and  armament  of  the  fortifica- 
tions. To  do  this,  the  money  was  drawn  from  the 
treasury  and  placed  into  my  hands,  as  a general 
fund  to  be  remitted  to  various  officers  of  the  engi- 


neer arid  ordnance  department,  for  the  purposes 
stated.  Of  the  whole  sum  (say  $100,000)  about 
$95,000  were  thus  drawn  from  the  banks  in  which 
they  had  been  deposited  to  my  credit.  These  lunds 
were  advanced  to  different  officers,  and  when  ap- 
propriations for  the  particular  purposes  for  which 
they  had  been  used,  were  afterwards  made,  the 
sums  thus  advanced  were  refunded  to  me,  and  paid 
back  into  the  treasury  to  the  account  of  the  appro- 
priations from  which  they  had  just  been  drawn. 
Some  of  these  funds  were  returned  to  me  in  1838. 

The  works  at  Grand  Terre,  Louisiana,  having 
been  suspended,  the  amount  originally  drawn  from 
that  appropriation  was  to  be  the  last  refunded  as 
not  being  required  for  the  purpose  forwhich  it  was 
applicable.  Pending  these  occurrences,  in  April 
1836,  whilst  I was  still  charged  with  the  large 
amount  of  funds,  which  were  not  actually  in  my 
hands,  as  above  shown,  my  pay  was  ordered  to  be 
stopped,  on  account  of  the  balance  reported  against 
me,  in  the  former  settlement.  Of  this  stoppage  of 
pay,  I was  not  even  officially  advised,  and  but  for 
an  accidental  conversation  with  a paymaster  at  a 
public  place,  I should  have  remained  ignorant  of 
the  fact,  until  informed  of  it  by  the  refusal  of  the 
paymaster  to  discharge  my  pay  whenever  I might 
present  an  account.  It  was  under  these  circum- 
stances that  1 considered  myself  entitled  to  the  use  of 
the  public  funds  in  my  hands,  so  far  as  necessary 
for  rny  own  subsistence  and  that  of  my  family  ; and 
finding  myself  placed  in  this  unpleasant  situation,  I 
informed  the  secretary  of  war,  when  called  on,  that 
I intended  to  retain  the  unexpended  balance  in  my 
hands  until  a final  settlement  of  all  my  accounts, 
when  I would  pay  over  the  balance,  which  might 
be  found  due  to  the  United  States.  The  secretary 
of  war’s  call  on  me,  dated  the  17th  of  October  last, 
was  handed  to  me  on  the  eve  of  my  departure  from 
this  city,  with  a verbal  message,  that  it  need  not  be 
answered  until  my  return.  In  consequence  of  this 
message,  and  my  subsequent  sickness  for  some 
days,  the  answer  was  deferred  till  the  26th  of  No- 
vember, and  in  the  mean  time,  through  whose 
means  I know  not,  I was  publicly  stated  to  be  a de- 
faulter. 

On  the  receipt  of  my  answ'er,  the  president  di- 
rected that  the  whole  amount  claimed  by  the  United 
States,  should  be  paid,  about  two-thirds  of  it  forth- 
with, and  the  balance  in  30  days. 

My  impression  that  the  course  here  directed, 
would  enable  the  government  to  deny  the  charge  of 
defalcation,  and  would  be  used  for  that  purpose, 
was  confirmed  by  a conversation  with  others  ; but 
in  the  course  of  my  arrangements  for  effecting  the 
object,  I learned  with  surprise,  that  I should  be  ex- 
pected, after  complying  with  the  demand,  to  sacri- 
fice my  commission.  As  such  a course  would 
have  been  considered  only  as  an  acknow  ledgment 
of  guilt,  and  by  throwing  it  out  of  the  power  of  go- 
vernment to  bring  a suif,  (whilst  there  was  no  such 
power  on  my  part,)  would  have  deprived  me  of  any 
means  to  bring  the  matter  to  a proper  adjudication, 
and  would  in  fact  have  inflicted  on  me  the  deepest 
injury,  without  hope  of  redress  in  any  manner,  I 
determined  to  refuse  compliance  with  such  injunc- 
tions, and  to  suffer  such  consequences  ss  my  refusal 
might  produce. 

The  matter  in  dispute  will  now  be  brought  with- 
out delay  or  impediment  on  my  part,  to  a judicial 
decision,  and  the  judgment  of  a court  of  justice 
will  place  the  subject  in  a proper  light. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  &c. 

C.  GRATIOT. 


CONGRESSIONAL. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  NOHTH 
CAROLINA. 

In  senate,  January  14. 

Mr.  Brown  said  he  rose  to  present  to  the  senate 
certain  resolutions  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
general  assembly  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  at 
their  late  session,  expressive  of  their  views  and 
opinions  in  regard  to  some  ot  the  important  mea- 
sures and  questions  ot  public  policy,  which  have 
been,  and  now  are,  pending  before  the  country. 
However  uncourteous  some  of  the  language  was 
in  reference  to  a late  act  of  this  body,  which  it  had 
performed  in  the  exercise  of  its  high  constitutional 
powers,  and  profoundly  as  he  regretted  that  expres- 
sions derogating  from  the  respect  due  to  this  body 
were  embraced  in  the  resolutions,  yet  he  could  not 
hesitate,  in  obedience  to  a proper  sense  of  respect 
to  the  legislature  of  his  state,  to  offer  them,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  request  contained  in  one  ot  the 
resolutions. 

It  was  alike  due  to  himself,  to  his  constituents, 
and  to  the  importance  of  the  occasion  itself,  to 
state  very  explicitly  the  view  he  took  of  the  reso- 
tions,  and  the  course  which  high  considerations  of 
public  duty  required  that  he  should  pursue  in  regai  d 
to  them.  He  felt  the  deep  responsibility  under 
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which  he  acted,  and  had  given  to  the  subject  that 
anxious  deliberation  which  its  public  importance 
and  the  great  questions  of  public  interest  involved 
in  it  demanded. 

In  regard  to  most  of  the  resolutions,  it  would 
readily  be  perceived  that  the  opinions  expressed  in 
them  directly  conflict  with  the  course  which  he  had 
heretofore  pursued  on  the  measures  of  public  policy 
to  which  they  refer,  and  that  a principle  i3  asserted 
in  one  ot  them,  in  regard  to  a question  of  constitu- 
tional power,  entirely  at  variance  with  his  vote  on 
the  resolution  ordering  the  expunction  of  the  con- 
demnatory resolution  passed  against  president  Jack- 
son  for  removing  the  public  deposites  from  the  late 
bank  ot  the  United  Stales.  In  relation  to  extiava- 
gant  expenditure  and  executive  patronage,  referred 
to  by  two  others  of  the  resolutions,  his  votes  would 
most  abundantly  prove  that  his  whole  course  had 
been,  since  honored  with  a seat  in  that  body,  to  di- 
minish both  as  far  as  it  was  practicable  for  him  to 
do  so. 

Having  very  briefly  adverted  to  the  political  cha- 
racter of  the  resolutions,  the  next  inquirv  which 
presents  itself  lor  consideration  is,  whether  they  are 
to  be  viewed  by  my  honorable  colleague  and  my- 
sell  as  instructions,  or  as  the  mere  expressions  of 
the  opinions  ot  the  legislature,  leaving  to  us  a dis- 
cretionary power  in  exercising  our  judgments  on 
the  subjects  to  which  they  relate.  That  they  are 
not  to  be  considered  as  instructions,  the  proofs,  to 
his  mind,  were  clear  and  irresistible.  They  do  not, 
on  their  face,  profess  to  instruct,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  word,  or  any  other  of  mandatory  import, 
is  omitted  with  the  most  guarded  caution,  omitted 
no  doubt  not  by  accident,  but  by  design.  What 
could  have  been  the  intention  for  omitting  it?  The 
motive  clearly  was,  not  to  commit  the  party  passing 
these  resolutions  to  the  doctrine  of  instructions. 
Whenever,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  general  assembly  of 
North  Carolina  has  thought  proper,  an  former  oc- 
casions, to  resort  to  the  great  republican  principle 
of  instruction,  it  has  spoken  out  in  bold,  frank,  and 
unequivocal  language.  It  has,  by  directly  instruct- 
ing the  senatois  representing  the  state,  taken  the 
responsibility  on  itself  of  the  vote  which  it  com- 
manded them  to  give.  A positive  command,  by 
instructions,  from  the  legislature  of  a state  to  its 
senators  to  give  a particular  vote,  places  the  vote 
under  the  control  ot  the  legislature,  and  is,  in  effect, 
the  vote  of  the  power  commanding  it,  thereby  tak- 
ing from  the  senator  all  discretion,  and,  conse- 
quently, refiev  ing  him  from  all  responsibility  to  the 
people  of  the  state.  The  legislature,  therefore, 
does  not  take  on  itself  the  responsibility  of  the  sen- 
ator’s vole  unless  it  instructs  him.  On  the  con- 
trary, il  it  declines  to  instruct  him,  it  declines  tak- 
ing  the  responsibility  of  his  vote,  and,  therefore, 
has  no  right  to  expect  him  to  express  their  opin- 
ions when  they  refuse  to  take  on  themselves  the 
consequences  of  his  vote  to  the  people  of  the  state. 
1 he  legislature  of  North  Carolina  has  long  since 
established  the  principle  that  they  had  the  right  to 
instruct,  and  so  essential  has  the  employment  of 
that  word  been  considered  to  the  efficacy  of  resolu- 
tions ot  instruction,  that  the  republicans  of  that 
state  have  invariably  employed  it  on  all  great  occa- 
sions when  they  intended  to  command  the  votes 
of  their  senators. 

Mr.  B.  said  in  referring  to  the  journals  of  the 
senate,  he  perceived  that  the  late  venerable  Mr. 
Macon,  then  a member  of  this  body,  had  presented 
resolutions,  passed  by  the  legislature  of  North 
Carolina  at  their  session  of  1316,  instructing  their 
senatois  to  endeavor  to  procure  certain  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  in  relation  to  the  mode 
of  electing  president  and  vice-president  of  the 
United  States.  The  legislature  which  adopted 
them  resolved,  in  one  of  the  resolutions,  “ that  our 
senators  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States  be 
instructed,  and  our  representatives  be  requested,  to 
endeavor  to  obtain  the  said  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.”  At  the  succeeding 
session  of  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina  the 
same  resolution:,  wefe  again  adopted,  and  again  as- 
serted, in  the  same  language,  the  right  of  instruc- 
tion. That  the  general  assembly  then  considered 
mandatory  language  as  essential  to  instructions  is 
most  strikingly  obvious,  from  the  marked  distinc- 
tion  between  the  terms  employed  by  them  in  the 
resolutions  to  the  senators  ami  the  representatives 
in. congress.  The  former  are  expressly  “ instruct - 
ea,  the  latter  are  merely  “requested,”  to  perform 
their  will.  It  is,  therefore,  perfectly  clear,  from 
the  use  ot  the  latter  term  to  the  representatives  in 
congress,  over  whose  votes  the  legislature  never 
professed  to  have  any  control,  that  a mere  expres 
sion  of  opinion,  unaccompanied  by  instructions, 
never  was  Viewed  by  them  as  obligatory  on  those 
to  whom  they  were  addressed.  This  great  rivht 
iac  oen  repeatedly  since  asserted,  and  exercised 
in  the  same  language  of  command,  to  their  senators, 


by  successive  legislatures  of  North  Carolina,  from 
the  period  just  referred  to  down  to  its  session  of 
1834,  when  they  reasserted  and  exercised,  in  posi- 
tive and  unequivocal  language,  the  right  of  instruc- 
tion, on  the  question  of  expunging  from  the  jour- 
nals of  the  senate  of  the  United  States  the  resolu- 
tions condemnatayii  of  president  Jackson.  The 
long  continued  praWce,  therefore,  of  the  legislature 
of  that  state,  in  regard  to  its  instructions,  shows  very 
conclusively,  that  whenever  they  have  intended  to 
take  all  discretion  from  their  senators  in  regard  to 
any  particular  vote,  that  they  have  expressly,  and 
in  plain  language,  instructed. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  held,  when  resolutions  directly 
instructing  had  passed  a legislative  body,  that  it 
was  not  competent  to  gq  beyond  the  instructions 
themselves  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  the  legisla- 
ture; but  when  instructions  were  not  given,  on  the 
face  of  the  resolutions,  that  it  was  competent  to 
look  beyond  them  to  arrive  at  the  intentions  of 
those  passing  them.  .He  adverted  to  an  amendment 
offered  in  both  branches  of  the  legislature,  when 
the  resolutions  were  before  them,  proposing  to 
insert  the  word  “instruct,”  and  which  was  rejected 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  friends  of  the  resolu- 
tions jp  both  instances.  This  act,  in  his  opinion, 
was  decisive  of  the  question,  and  proved  that  those 
who  passed  them  did  not  intend  to  commit  them- 
selves, by  their  acts,  to  the  doctrine  of  instruction. 

The  resolutions  did  not  merely  omit  to  instruct, 
but  they  contained,  on  their  face,  expressions  which 
constituted  a direct  attack  on  that  great  fundamen- 
tal principle  of  the  republican  creed.  They  de- 
clare that  act  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
expunging  from  its  journals  the  condemnatory  re- 
solution against  president  Jackson,  to  have  been 
“an  act  of  parly  servility,  calculated  to  degrade  the 
senate.” 

Mr.  B.  said,  so  far  as  his  own  vote  had  had  any 
agency  in  carrying  into  effect  that  just  sentence, 
vindicatory  of  the  constitution  and  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  both  of  which  had  been  wantonly  as- 
sailed in  the  unauthorized  and  unjust  sentence 
against  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  nation,  that  he 
had  acted  under  resolutions  passed  by  the  legislature 
of  his  state  commanding  it  to  be  done.  He  believed 
a majority  of  the  state  legislatures  of  the  Union  had 
also  passed  similar  instructions  to  their  senators. 
If,  therefore,  the  doctrine  of  instruction  be  correct, 
what  power  is  there  that  can  rightfully  arraign  the 
motives  of  those  who  have  only  acted  in  obedience 
to  it,  and  carried  out  the  will  of  those  under  whose 
commands  they  have  performed  the  act  required  to 
be  done?  To  impeach,  therefore,  the  motives  of 
those,  thus  acting  under  instructions,  is  a direct  at- 
tack on  the  principle  of  instruction,  and,  in  effect, 
a denial  of  the  right  to  instruct. 

But  in  order  to  have  all  doubt  removed  as  to  the 
intention  of  those  who  passed  them,  his  honorable 
colleague  and  himself  had  addressed  a respectful 
communication  to  the  legislature  ot  their  state, 
asking  to  be  informed  if  the  resolutions  were  to  be 
taken  as  instructibns.  .We  had  publicly  declared  that 
we  would  obey  or  resign,  i ['instructed.  We  consid- 
ered, that  to  have  done  either  under  resolutions  not 
containing  instructions,  was  not  required  by  our 
pledge,  and  would  have  been  a manifest  dereliction 
of  public  duty  under  all  the  circumstances.  We 
desired,  then,  proper  ground  to  stand  on.  If  we 
resigned,  we  wished  to  do  so  under  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  instruction,  and  riot  under  resolutions  in 
which  it  was  not  recognized.  The  legislature, 
thus  candidly  and  respectfully  appealed  to,  have 
refused,  in  term3  not  very  courteous,  to  give  any 
further  information  as  to  the  question  of  instruc- 
tion. 

When  the  issue  was  thus  fairly  presented,  we  had 
a right  to  expect,  on  every  principle  of  candor,  an 
emphatic  expression  of  opinion  one  way  or  the  other, 
in  regard  to  the  intentions  of  the  legislature  on  the 
question  of  instruction.  If  they  had  asserted  their 
intention  to  instruct,  1 was  prepared,  as  is  known 
to  many  of  my  friends,  instantly  to  have  surrender- 
ed to  them  the  public  trust  which  I hold.  They, 
however,  again  decline  to  assert  the  principle  of 
instruction,  in  the  resolutions  passed  by  them,  and 
thus  afford  clear  and  unquestionable  proof  that  they 
do  not  intend  to  commit  themselves  tothe  doctrine. 
Which  of  the  parties  had  acted  iti  good  faith — those 
addressing  the  communication,  and  solicitine:  an 
expression  of  opinion  on  a plain  question,  to  which 
an  answer  was  easy,  and  which  they  deemed  im- 
portant to  the  public  liberty,  as  well  as  to  the  regu- 
lation of  their  own  conduct — or  those  who  had  de- 
clined to  answer  it?  He  would  appeal  to  the  honest 
and  intelligent  judgment  of  his  constituents  to  de- 
cide. 

When,  therefore,  he  took  into  view  the  circum- 
stances which  formed  a part  of  the  history  of  the 
resolutions,  the  guarded  caution  with  which  the 
party  passing  them  avoided  committing  themselves 


on  the  record  to  the  right  of  instruction,  and  the 
open  and  avowed  hostility  of  some  of  those  voting 
for  the  resolutions  to  the  doctrine  of  instruction,  the 
direct  attack  on  that  great  principle  itself,  on  the 
face  of  the  resolutions,  and  the  refusal  of  the  legis- 
lature, on  a candid  appeal  made  to  them,  to  assfert 
the  right — the  most  irresistible  proof  is  afforded,  by 
positive  acts,  that  they  (the  legislature)  did  not  in- 
tend to  recognize  Ihe  right  of  instruction  ; and  if 
not,  on  what  principle  of  honor,  or  by  what  right, 
either  moral  or  political,  can  it  be  expected  that 
they  will  be  considered  and  acted  on  by  others  as 
instructions  ? 

The  resolutions  profess  to  speak  the  will  of  the 
people.  If  they  were  instructions,  he  admitted  that 
they  would  be  obligatory  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
term ; but  they  were  not,  and  did  not  profess  to  be, 
and  therefore  the  question  as  respects  public  opin- 
ion, as  well  as  every  other  in  relation  to  them,  is 
open  to  the  freest  inquiry.  He  did  not,  himself, 
believe  that  they  expressed  public  opinion,  as  to 
many  of  the  important  topics  on  which  they  under- 
take to  declare  it.  He  believed  the  people  of  the 
state  had  heaid  with  utter  surprise,  that  the  subject 
of  the  expunging  resolutions  had  been  introduced. 
It  was  a topic  that  had  not  been  brought  before 
them  at  the  elections,  and  therefore  could  not  have 
been  anticipated.  Again,  he  did  not  believe  they 
expressed  public  opinion,  as  no  question  had  ever 
been  brought  more  directly  and  immediately  before 
the  people  of  North  Carolina  than  was  that,  at  the 
elections  in  1834,  involving  the  course  of  president 
Jackson  in  regard  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  justice  of  expunging  the  sentence  pronounc- 
ed against  him  from  the  journals  of  the  senate. 

The  legislature,  at  its  session  of  1834,  in  obedi- 
ence to  that  public  will,  commanded  their  senators,- 
by  express  instructions,  to  vote  for  it.  The  people 
elected  two  successive  legislatures,  which  ratified 
and  re-affirmed,  in  effect,  that  decision,  as  the  reso- 
lutions remained  unrevoked  by  them.  It  would, 
therefore,  be  in  derogation  of  the  well  known  poli- 
tical consistency  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina, 
to  suppose  that  a decision  so  well  considered,  and 
so  deliberately  made,  had  bepn  reversed  by  them. 
No  president  had  ever  been  more  strongly  sustained 
than  was  president  Jackson,  at  three  successive 
elections,  by  the  people  of  that  state,  whose  well- 
earned  fame  the  resolutions  which  the  legislature 
had  passed  aimed  so  strong  a blow  at.  He  could 
not,  therefore,  admit  that  his  constituents  had  aban- 
doned their  long  cherished  political  attachments, 
and  were  prepared  to  aid  in  sacrificing  the  public 
character  of  the  honest  soldier  and  patriot  states- 
man. He  could  not  consent,  therefore,  to  record, 
by  his  vote,  a sentence  so  derogatory’toithe  people, 
and  to  the  legislature  of  1834,  to  whose  favor  he 
was  indebted  for  his  re-election.  To  resign,  would, 
in  his  opinion,  be  a tacit  admission,  on  his  part,  that 
the  people  had  changed  their  opinion  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  an  acquiescence  in  the  charge  of  incon- 
sistency against  them,  which  it  involved,  which  he 
should  consider  it  a departure  from  his  duty  to  do, 
unless  acting  under  instructions  that  left  him  no 
other  alternative. 

He  had  declared,  in  his  speech  on  the  constitu- 
tional treasury,  and  on  other  occasions,  that  if  in- 
structed by  his  legislature,  he  would  obey  or  re- 
sign. He  had  used  the  word  in  that  sense  which 
conveys  a meaning  universally  acted  on  and  un- 
derstood by  the  republican  party  of  this  country, 
and  had  likewise  asserted  it  in  his  speeches,  to  be 
a duty,  in  the  absence  of  instructions,  to  pursue  the 
dictates  of  his  own  judgment.  In  the  absence  of  in- 
structions, therefore,  his  decision  as  to  the  present 
resolutions,  which  did  not  recognize,  in  any  part  of 
them,  that  right,  was  entirely  consistent  with  his 
often  repeated  declarations  on  that  subject. 

The  course  which  his  colleague  and  himself  felt 
bound  to  take,  from  a high  sense  of  public  duly,  on 
this  occasion,  involved  not  simply  the  question  of 
what  was  due  to  themselves  and  their  own  princi- 
ples— not  simply  a question  of  mere  party  ascen- 
dancy, but  it  involved  questions  of  lar  mpre  trans- 
cendant  importance.  It  involved  a great  princi- 
ple of  popular  liberty.  If  they  resigned  their  seats, 
they  indirectly  aided  in  attacking  the  great  funda- 
mental right  of  instruction,  which  the  resolutions, 
on  their  face,  not  only  attacked,  as  lie  had  already 
shown,  but,  by  their  unquestionable  tendency  went 
to  overthrow.  They,  in  effect,  as  he  had  shown, 
contained  a denial  of  that  doctrine.  For  us,  there- 
fore, to  acquiesce  in  them,  by  obedience  or  resig- 
nation, would  aid  in  subverting  a principle  long 
consecrated  in  the  republican  creed.  If  they  suffer- 
ed themselves,  by  indirection,  to  be  driven  from  Ihe 
post  which  the  public  had  assigned  them,  he  could 
not  permit  himself  to  doubt  that  the  very  party  that 
had  passed  the  resolutions,  would  point  to  them  to 
prove  that  their  political  friends  had  never  admitted 
the  doctrine  of  instruction.  We  should  thus  ba 
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accessory  to  the  establishment  of  the  doctrine  that 
the  people,  through  their  legislature,  had  no  right  to 
instruct.  We  should  thus  contribute  to  establish 
the  doctrine  that  senators  of  the  federal  party,  if 
hereafter  elected  from  the  state,  would  be  licensed 
to  disobey  instructions,  and  should  be  irresponsible 
to  the  people,  as  they  w'ould  no  doubt  quote  these 
very  resolutions  to  prove  that  instructions  were  no 
part  of  their  political  creed.  It  would,  therefore, 
(repeated  Mr.  B.)  be,  in  effect,  an  attack  on  the 
doctrine  of  instruction,  if  we  acquiesced  in  them 
either  by  obedience  or  resignation,  and  would  be  a 
surrender  of  a great  question  of  public  liberty. 
Thus  we  should  be  placing  in  the  hands  of  a politi- 
cal party,  already  denying  the  right  of  instruction, 
and  asserting  other  dangerous  doctrines  in  regard' 
to  popular  rights,  an  immense  engine  to  beat  down 
those  rights.  It  was  placing  in  their  hands  an  in- 
strument which  would  serve  as  a sword  to  use 
against  their  political  adversaries,  and  would  at  the 
same  time  be  used  as  a shield  to  shelter  and  protect 
themselves,  when  in  power,  from  instructions.  He, 
therefore,  should  consider  the  abandonment  of  his 
post,  under  such  circumstances,  as  an  abandonment 
of  his  duty  to  the  people  whom  he  represented,  and 
as  betraying  a want  or  firmness  to  meet  the  crisis. 
He  could  not  respect  himself  if  he  were  to  do  it, 
and  he  sincerely  trusted  that  his  high  minded  and 
intelligent  constituents  would  appreciate  his  mo- 
tives and  the  delicacy  of  his  situation.  He  had 
been  sustained  by  them  with  a firmness  and  fixed- 
ness of  purpose,  for  a period  of  more  than  nine 
years,  through  many  trying  and  difficult  events  in 
public  affairs,  that  impressed  him  with  an  indelible 
sense  of  gratitude. 

He  had  never  sought  office  nor  desired  it  for  him- 
self; nor  had  any  of  those  connected  with  him  ever, 
through  his  means,  enjoyed  office  under  this  or  the 
past  administration.  He  therefore  appealed  to  his 
constituents  to  decide  how  far  the  charge  of  “party 
servility ” applied  to  him,  or  to  his  public  course.  In 
order  to  remove  all  doubts  as  to  the  motives  which 
actuated  him,  and  to  show'  that  he  desired  his  public 
course  should  be  tested  by  the  popular  will  of  his 
state,  at  the  first  state  elections  which  intervened, 
he  had  come  to  the  determination  to  resign  his  seat 
in  the  senate  of  the  United  States  to  the  next  legis- 
lature of  his  state,  when  they  should  assemble,  for 
the  residue  of  his  term  then  remaining. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  felt  deeply,  and  to  its  full  ex- 
tent, the  great  responsibility  of  his  present  situation. 
But  at  a great  crisis  in  our  public  affairs,  when  the 
very  existence  of  free  government  was  at  stake, 
when  an  evident  effort  was  making  to  strip  the  peo- 
ple of  their  political  sovereignty,  and,  in  effect,  to 
transfer  it  to  the  banking  corporations  of  the  coun- 
try, he  should  dare  to  do  his  duly.  To  falter  under 
such  circumstances,  and  in  such  a crisis,  and  to 
shrink  from  a just  responsibility  from  a fear  of  con- 
sequences, would,  while  it  betrayed  an  unbecoming 
timidity,  be  treachery  to  those  who  had  committed 
to  him  their  dearest  rights  and  interests.  His  course, 
therefore,  was  taken,  and  it  was  fer  his  constituents 
to  decide  on  it ; and  to  that  decision  he  was  prepared 
to  yield  with  entire  deference. 

Mr.  Brown  having  submitted'  the  resolutions  here- 
tofore published  in  the  “ Register,”  [see  p.  293,] 

Mr.  Strange  said  : It' is  with  great  reluctance,  Mr. 
President,  that  I occupy  the  public  time  and  atten- 
tion of  the  senate,  upon  matters  which  seem  proper- 
ly to  rest  between  our  constituents  and  my  colleague 
and  myself.  Two  considerations,  however,  prompt 
me  .to  occupy  a portion  of  both.  The  one  is,  the 
established  practice,  go  far  as  I am  able  to  judge, 
prevailing  in  this  body,  on  like  occasions  ; and  the 
other,  its  being,  in  my  judgment,  the  most  conve- 
nient and  respectful  mode  of  throwing  immediately 
before  our  constituents  our  purposes,  with  a short 
statement  of  the  reasons  which  govern  us.  I find 
myself  in  one  of  the  most  responsible  positions  I 
have  ever  occupied,  and  my  anxious  wish  has  been 
so  to  act  as  to  ensure,  at  least,  the  unwavering  ap- 
probation of  my  own  conscience.  From  my  politi- 
cal adversaries,  I have  learned  to  know,  by  sad  ex- 
perience, that  I have  no  favor  to  hope  for,  and  not 
even  justice  to  expect.  Act  as  I may,  tny  conduct 
will  be  misrepresented  and  my  motives  impeached. 
Even  from  my  political  friends,  I have  reason  to  ap- 
prehend division  in  their  judgment  of  rny  course, 
while  I know  they  will  do  justice  to  my  motives. 

The  resolutions  just  read  come  from  a source  en- 
titled to  my  highest  respect  and  most  deferential 
consideration.  They  are  from  the  legislature  of  a 
state  to  which  I am  deeply  indebted,  ways  without 
number.  Though  but  an  adopted  son  of  that  state, 
she  has  heaped  upon  me  kindnesses  far,  very  far, 
beyond  my  deserts,  and  I have  enjoyed  golden  opi- 
nions far  beyond  my  merits  from  all  sorts  of  people. 
Though  not  a native  of  the  state,  there  has  my  heart 
found  the  objects  of  its  tenderest  affections,  and 
thither  does  it  turn  instinctively  when  that  magic 


word  “home”  stirs  within  it  those  holy  associations 
which  no  other  word  has  power  to  awaken.  Com- 
ing, then,  from  such  a source,  how  gladly  would  I 
have  found  myself  able  to  follow  in  any  direction  to 
which  they  might  point  1 how  cheerfully  have  repos- 
ed upon  such  a counsellor,  and  thrown  off  tile  respon- 
sibility ot  acting  upon  my  own  fallible  judgment ! 
Had  these  resolutions  been  couc^d  in  terms  of  com- 
mand, no  alternative  would  have  been  left  me  but 
obedience  or  resignation.  Coming  as  they  do, 
merely  in  the  language  of  counsel  or  advice,  I should 
unhesitatingly  follow  that  counsel  could  I do  so  con- 
sistently with  my  sense  of  duty  and  my  own  self-re- 
spect. But  the  two  first  of  these  resolutions  counsel 
me  to  that  which  not  all  the  terrors  of  an  auto  de  fe 
could  induce  me  to  perform.  Gracious  Heaven  ! to 
place  upon  the  everlasting  records  of  my  country, 
my  own  declaration,  (hat  1 had  violated  her  consti- 
tution, upon  the  infamous  motive  of  party  servility  ! 
No  ! sooner  would  I bite  off  my  tongue,  and  spit  it 
back  in  the  faces  of  those  who  had  counseled  such 
infamy,  however  high  and  dignified  the  stations  they 
might  fill.  No!  conscious  as  I am  of  having  been 
actuated  in  what  I did,  by  motives  the  highest,  the 
purest,  the  most  patriotic,  I am  proud  to  have  my 
name  associated  with  the  act,  and  am  content  thal 
posterity  may  judge  of  me  by  it  alone.  Mistaken  I 
may  have  been,  but  never  was  corruption  farther 
from  my  heart.  If  those  were  corrupt  who  did  the 
deed,  what  were  the  legislatures  of  the  noble  states 
who  commanded  it  to  be  done?  1 myself,  in  the 
part  I acted,  but  conformed  to  the  express  instruc- 
tions of  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina.  A legis- 
lature elected  when  that  question  was  distinctly  be- 
fore the  people;  and  notwithstanding  those  instruc- 
tions were  given,  a legislature,  a majority  of  which 
was  favorable  to  those  instructions,  was  again  elect- 
ed. I could  not,  therefore,  with  proper  respect  to 
the  legislature  and  people  of  North  Carolina,  by 
whose  command  the  act  was  done,  censure  it  in  the 
manner  proposed,  if  there  was  nothing  else  to  re- 
strain me. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  in  thus  remarking  upon  the  re- 
solutions, to  impeach  the  motives  or  impugn  the 
conduct  of  those  who  passed  them.  My  own  opi- 
nion is,  that  family  quarrels  should  never  be  carried 
beyond  the  paternal  domain,  and,  if  I have  anything 
to  complain  of  in  the  temper,  language,  or  substance 
of  these  resolutions,  on  a different  theatre  will  thqt 
complaint  be  made.  Here,  at  least,  it  is  my  wish 
and  my  purpose,  always  to  speak  respectfully  of 
t hose  whom  the  people  of  North  Carolina  shall  see 
fit  to  elevate  to  high  places. 

The  terms  of  the  resolutions  having  placed  con- 
formity to  them  entirely  out  of  the  question,  it  re- 
mains to  be  considered  whet  is  rny  alternative 
course.  Were  I at  liberty  to  consult  the  sugges- 
tions of  impassioned  personal  pride,  I should  cer- 
tainly resign.  It  is  always  easier  to  retreat  from  a 
difficulty  or  danger,  than  to  encounter  it,  and  abide 
the  issue.  When  a man  gets  into  a political  diffi- 
culty, the  shades  of  private  life  have  many  attrac- 
tive charms,  and  upon  them  he  is  apt  to  cast  a 
wishful  eye.  For  my  part,  I acknowledge  that  I 
feel  myself  in  a political  difficulty,  from  which  I 
would  willingly  retreat,  if  I might  do  so  with  pro- 
priety. But  the  question  is  one  of  duty  simply, 
and  not  of  choice.  If  it  is  not  my  duty  to  resign 
it  is  my  duly  to  remain  here.  One  or  the  other 
is  clearly  obligatory  upon  me;  and  which  is  the 
question?  As  I said  before,  had  these  resolutions 
been  couched  fn  the  language  of  command,  obe- 
dience or  resignation  would  have  been  my  duty. 
I accepted  tile  trust  I now  hold,  under  the  full 
knowledge  that  those  who  sent  me  here  expected 
me  to  obey  instructions  when  received,  or  resign. 
Such  is  tlie  creed  of  the  political  party  that  elected 
me,  and  I should  disappoint  their  expectations  if  I 
refused  to  act  upon  that  principle;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  I should  be  guilty  of  ti eachery  to  them  if, 
upon  any  other  ground  than  a high  sense  of  duty, 
I surrendered  (he  post  to  which  they  have  assigned 
me.  If  the  legislative  elections  in  North  Carolina 
wero  shortly  to  occur,  my  position  would  be  clear 
of  ail  difficulty.  I would  at  once,  at  the  close  of 
this  session,  return  back  to  the  people  the  trust  I 
hold,  to  be  conferred  by  them  according  to  their 
pleasure.  But  in  the  long  interval  to  ensue  before 
another  election  in  that  state,  very  calamitous  re- 
sults might,  in  my  apprehension,  attend  an  imme- 
diate resignation.  Every  man  knows  that  a most 
important  political  struggle  is  now  going  on  in  the 
land,  pregnant,  as  all  admit,  with  tile  most  inter- 
esting consequences.  Each  party  is  full  of  hope, 
and  expects  victory  in  the  issue.  A feather  may 
turn  the  scale.  The  diminution  of  force  on  one 
side,  or  a slight  accession  oh  the  other,  may  decide 
the  controversy.  And  shall  I cast  in  a feather 
into  the  scale  of  my  adversaries  ? It  is  my  duty 
to  stand  here,  and  do  my  utmost  in  advancement  of 
those  principles  which  I hold  sacred.  It  is  my 


duty,  if  for  no  other  reason  but  to  keep  those  out 
who  would  certainly  be  sent  in  my  place.  I know 
there  are  many  men  of  botli  parties  in  North  Caro- 
lina, who  are  better  qualified  than  myself  to  fill 
this  station.  But  of  the  many  able  sons  of  North 
Carolina'  who  differ  with  me  in  political  opinions, 
and  for  whom  I have  the  highest  personal  respect, 

I should  reluctantly  see  any  one  here  at  the  present 
moment.  Those  who  sent  me  here,  therefore,  have 
a right  to  expect  that  I will  maintain  my  post,  un- 
less driven  from  it  by  some  paramount  principle, 
and  that  I do  not  abandon  it  in  a cowardly  manner, 
upon  the  occurrence  of  the  first  difficulty.  There 
is  but  one  great  and  paramount  principle  which  can 
be  for  a moment  supposed  to  demand  my  resigna- 
tion; and  that  is  the  doctrine  of  instruction.  Upon 
that  doctrine  my  colleague  has  fully  and  ably  en- 
larged. Am  I,  then,  by  any  creed  upon  that  sub- 
ject, placed  in  a situation  to  render  my  resignation 
a duty  ? Of  the  political  party  of  which  a majority 
of  those  who  voted  for  these  resolutions  constitute 
a part,  it  is  a principle  that  there  is  no  right  in  the 
legislature  to  instruct,  and,  consequently,  no  obli- 
gation on  the  part  of  the  senator  either  "to  obey  or 
resign.  No  complaint,  therefore,  can  be  made  by 
them  of  any  course  which  we  may  think  proper  to 
adopt.  Of  the  political  party  to  which  I have  been 
attached,  the  creed  is  to  be  found  in  Mr.  Leigh’s 
celebrated  report  in  the  Virginia  legislature,  and  in 
the  uniform  practice  of  all  those  legislatures  who 
have  attempted  any  efficient  action  in  federal  affairs. 
In  the  document  before  mentioned  it  is  said,  “Sen- 
ators are  instructed,  and  representatives  requested;” 
and  it  goes  on  to  give  the  reason  for  this  difference 
of  language,  that  over  one  a right  to  command  is 
claimed,  and  towards  the  other  the  mere  tender  of  ad- 
vice. In  the  one  case,  they  may  assume  to  declare 
the  popular  will  in  the  language  proper  to  the  ex- 
pression of  will — command;  and  when  so  expressed, 
it  must  stand  for  that  will,  whether  really  so  or  not. 
In  the  other,  their  command  does  not  stand  for  the 
popular  will,  and  the  responsibility  still  rests  upon 
the  representative  to  find  out  what  it  is.  This  dif- 
ference of  language  has  been  uniformly  used,  so  far 
as  I am  able  to  learn,  in  all  resolutions  adopted  by 
legislatures  of  the  different  states,  whenever  they 
have  attempted  any  direct  action  in  federal  affairs. 
They  have  assumed  that  the  legislature  is  recog- 
nised as  embodying  the  popular  will  of  the  state, 
so  far  as  senators  are  concerned,  whenever  they 
think  proper  to  use  language  appropriate  to  the  ut- 
terance of  will.  But  whenever  they  adopt  only 
such  language  as  they  may  with  propriety  use  to  a 
representative,  in  addressing  (heir  senators,  it  is  not 
intended  to  be  more  operative  upon  the  one  than  the 
other.  In  the  one  case,  they  themselves  assume 
the  responsibility,  and  stand  between  the  senator 
and  the  people  of  the  state.  In  the  other,  they  do 
not  undertake  to  utter  the  public  will ; but  while 
they  suggest,  leave  the  public  servant  to  judge  of 
that  will  upon  his  own  responsibility.  Such  has 
been  the  obvious  understanding  of  all  the  preceding 
legislatures  of  North  Carolina,  who  have  undertaken 
to  address  their  agents  in  this  body.  From  their 
earliest  action,  down  to  183-1,  when  the  resolutions 
were  passed  commanding  the  act  now  denounced 
as  unconstitutional,  and  dictated  by  party  servility, 
they  used  this  peculiar  phraseology.  Language 
consists  merely  of  the  signs,  which,  by  common 
consent,  have  been  received  as  representing  particu- 
lar ideas.  Technical  language  frequently  differs 
from  common  language.  By  common  consent,  the 
word  instructions  has  received  a technical  significa- 
tion, when  used  in  an  address  by  the  legislature  of 
a state  to  its  senators  in  congress.  These  facts  were 
all  known  to  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina,  which 
passed  the  resolutions  under  consideration.  Was, 
then,  the  omission  of  the  word  uniformly  used  by  the 
legislatures  heretofore,  when  they  designed  direct 
action  upon  their  senators,  an  accidental  or  whimsi- 
cal omission  merely  ; and  was  it  intended  or  believed 
that  those  used  would  be  coefficient?  I have  not  the 
slightest  idea  that  it  was.  In  the  first  place,  the 
known  belief  of  many  who  voted  for  these  resolu- 
tions, that  the  legislature  has  no  right  to  instruct 
senators,  and  consequently  that  there  is  no  obligation 
on  senators  to  obey,  forbids  the  idea.  They  could 
not  have  intended  what  they  believed  they'  had  no 
right  to  do.  Such  a suspicion  would,  I am  per- 
suaded,-do  them  great  injustice.  The  just  conclu- 
sion is,  that  they  meant  lo  do  just  what  they  have 
done — the  expression  of  their  belief  that  public  opin- 
ion is  what  they  set  forlh  in  those  resolutions  to  be 
their  own  opinions  ; believing,  most  justly,  that 
while  they  had  no  right  to  command,  their  opinions 
would  be  most  respectfully  considered  by  their  sen- 
ators. The  omission  of  the  word  instruefions'was 
designed.  And  why  ? Because  it  was  well  known 
that  a peculiar  lorce  and  signification  was  attached 
to  it,  and  an  operation  given  to  it  which  they  did 
not  approve,  and  therefore  did  not  wish  to  sanction 
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by  its  use.  That  the  omission  was  designed,  is  fur- 
ther proven  by  the  fact,  which  is  a matter  of  history, 
that  in  both  houses  a proposed  amendment  by  its 
insertion  was  rejected.  But  to  place  the  matter  be- 
yond all  doubt,  my  colleague  and  myself  addressed 
a joint  letter  to  the  legislature — not  inquiring  what 
effect  they  intended  their  resolutions  to  have — not 
implying  a doubt  which  we  did  not  entertain — but 
openly  declaring  what  he  firmly  believed,  that  we 
should  not  hold  them  as  instructions;  at  the  same 
time  declaring  our  purpose  to  obey  or  resign,  should 
we  be  instructed.  This  letter  was  written  in  the 
most  perfect  sincerity  and  good  faith.  I care  not 
who  may  think  proper  to  question  it.  I can  appeal 
to  God  and  my  own  conscience  for  my  truth.  But 
it  is  also  known  to  friends  here,  to  whom  1 declared 
my  determination  to  resign  if  my  construction  of 
the  resolutions  was  pronounced  erroneous.  It  was 
not  so  pronounced.  We  received  no  answer  to  our 
communication.  The  vindication  of  my  sincerity 
in  addressing  that  letter,  therefore,  presents  a strong 
consideration  against  resignation.  Il  l resign  now, 
it  may  be  justly  said  that  when  I wrote  my  letter  to 
the  legislature  I considered  these  resolutions  as  in- 
structions, in  the  face  of  my  declaration  to  the  con- 
trary, and  am  now  bound  down  by  the  weight  ol 
my  conviction.  I still  think,  as  I thought  then, 
that  they  are  not  instructions  either  in  lact,  or  ac- 
cording to  the  intention  of  most  of  those  who  voted 
for  them  ; and  so  believing,  the  alternative  of  obe- 
dience or  resignation  is  not  presented  to  me.  Is 
there,  then,  any  obligation  upon  me  to  resign?  Does 
any  human  being  perceive  any  ? Who  can  point  it 
out?  Perfect  obedience  is  out  of  the  question.  It 
follows,  then,  in  my  judgment,  that  tor  the  present 
it  is  my  duty  to  remain  here,  and,  while  I do  not 
treat  the  resolutions  as  instructions,  I will  show 
them  all  due  respect,  and  give  to  them  such  influ- 
ence over  my  conduct  as  my  judgment  may  approve. 
I have  said  that  had  the  legislature  met  during  the  en- 
suing year,  I would  resign  at  the  close  of  this  session; 
but  it  is  still  my  purpose  to  afford  the  sovereign 
people  of  North  Carolina  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
deciding  the  important  question,  by  what  class  of 
politicians  they  choose  to  be  represented  in  this 
body.  The  legislature,  at  its  first  biennial  session, 
shall  have  an  opportunity  of  selecting  for  the  seat  I 
fid  a democrat  or  a federalist ; one  who  thinks  it 
right  to  wipe  off  the  foul  and  unjust  stigma  cast 
upon  the  fame  of  Andrew  Jackson,  or  one  who  is 
for  perpetuating  it  through  all  generations.  This 
they  will  have  an  opportunity  of  doing,  under  a 
fair  expression  of  popular  sentiment,  and  to  the  peo- 
ple of  North  Carolina  will  I cheerfully  submit  the 
issue. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said:  I could  have  wish- 
ed that  some  other  senator  had  thought  proper  to 
make  the  few  observations,  that  are  called  for  by  the 
present  occasion  ; but  as  no  one  has  risen  for  that 
purpose,  and  as  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina 
are  on  this  subject  here  unrepresented,  and  as  the 
propositions  embraced  in  these  resolutions  have  not 
a single  sentiment  with  which  I do  not  most  heart- 
ily concur,  I trust  that  I shall  be  indulged  when 
making  a few  remaiks  on  this  occasion  ; and  1 as- 
sure the  senator  from  North  Carolina  last  up,  that 
nothing  is  further  from  my  purpose  than  to  do  any 
injustice  to  him  or  his  colleague;  and  I think  it 
was  a little  unkind  and  gratuitous  in  him  to  say 
that  he  never  expected  to  receive  justice  from  his 
opponents. 

The  legislature  of  North  Carolina  have  been 
charged  by  gentlemen  with  using  disrespectful  lan- 
guage in  these  resolutions.  But  if  their  language 
was  indecorous,  the  rules  of  the  senate  prescribe  it 
as  their  course  of  duty  that  the  resolutions  ought 
not  to  have  been  submitted;  for,  as  I understand 
those  rules,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  member,  when 
he  has  a memorial  or  resolutions  to  be  presented,  to 
see  that  they  are  couched  in  the  proper  language. 

But  in  what  respect  are  these  resolutions  disre- 
spectful to  the  senate,  as  I understood  was  charged 
by  both  the  senators  from  North  Carolina?  [Mr. 
Strange  said  he  madeno  allusion  to  disrespectful 
language.]  At  least  Mr.  C.  understood  the  other 
senator  (Mr.  Brown)  to  say  that  one  of  the  resolu- 
tions was  disrespectful  to  the  senate.  [Mr.  Brown 
said  he  so  spoke  of  one  of  the  resolutions,  but  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  his  state  to  present  them  not- 
withstanding, and  in  no  possible  contingency  could 
he  have  refused  to  present  them.]  Mr.  C.  said,  I so 
understood  the  senator  that  one  of  the  resolutions  was 
disrespectful ; but  he  now  says  that,  in  deference 
to  his  legislature,  he  still  ought  to  present  them. 
Sir,  if  tiiere  was  indecorum  in  the  language,  I re 
peat  that  it  was  his  duty,  under  the  rules  of  the  sen- 
ate, not  to  present  the  resolutions  at  all.  [Mr. 
Brown  said  there  was  a very  marked  distinction  be- 
tween the  legislature  of  a sovereign  state  and  indi- 
viduals on  this  subject.]  I am  not  aware,  said  Mr. 
C.  that  there  is  any  such  distinction  expressed  in 


the  rules  ; and  if  the  legislature  of  a state  uses  dis- 
respectful language,  it  is  no  more  to  be  received 
than  if  it  were  from  a private  citizen.  But  let  that 
pass. 

In  what  respect  are  the?e  resolutions  disrespect- 
ful ? The  senate,  two  or  three  years  ago,  adopted 
a resolution  by  a vote  of  a majority  of  the  body, 
which  resolution  was  afterwards  ordered  to  be  ex- 
punged from  the  journal ; and  now  the  legislatuie 
of  North  Carolina  say  that  it  was,  in  their  opinion, 
an  act  of  party  servility  to  the  national  executive 
then  in  power.  Noiv  let  us  suppose  that  either 
branch  of  congress  had  really  been  guilty  of  an  act 
of  party  servility  to  the  executive,  tiave  not  legis- 
lative bodies  a right  to  express  it  in  this  or  any 
other  coilntry?  But  whether  that  act  was  one  of 
servility  or  not,  is  a question  on  which  history  will 
in  due  time  pass  its  decision.  But,  as  I have  said 
on  every  occasion  here  and  elsewhere,  it  was  in  my 
opinion  derogatory  to  this  body,  and  history  will 
pronounce  upon  it  the  severest  censure. 

But  the  senators  from  North  Carolina  have 
both  declared  that  they  would  have  obeyed  these 
resolutions  if  they  had  been  mandatory  in  their  lan- 
guage, instead  of  their  being  a simple  expression  of 
the  will  of  their  legislature.  But  let  us  examine  the 
nature  and  extent  of  this  apology.  What  is  the 
basis  and  what  the  principle  of  the  doctrine  of  in- 
struction? Sir,  to  a certain  extent  I have  always 
believed  in  this  doctrine,  and  have  been  ever  ready 
to  conform  to  it.  But  I hold  to  the  doctrine  as  it 
stood  in  1798,  that  in  general,  on  questions  of  ex- 
pediency, the  representative  should  conform  to  his 
instructions,  and  so  gratify  the  wishes  and  obey  the 
will  of  his  constituents,  though  on  questions  of  con- 
stitutionality his  course  might  be  different ; and 
therefore,  when  the  senator  last  up  (Mr.  Strange) 
declared  that  he  would  rather  submit  to  a certain 
operation  than  to  give  his  vote  declaring  that  there 
had  been  a violation  of  the  constitution,  I felt  some 
alarm  lest  the  true  doctrine  of  instructions  should 
itself  be  subverted.  And  it  did  not  appear  to  occur 
to  him  at  the  time  that  there  was  another  alterna- 
tive besides  obeying — that  is,  to  resign. 

And  what  is  the  doctrine  of  instructions  as  it  is 
held  by  all  ? Is  it  not  that  we  are  to  conform  to  the 
wishes  of  our  constituents  ? Is  it  not  that  we  are 
to  act,  not  in  our  own  but  in  a delegated  character? 
And  will  any  who  stand  here,  pretend  that  whenever 
they  know  the  wishes  or  will  of  those  w’ho  sent 
them  here,  they  are  not  bound  to  conform  to  that 
will  entirely?  Is  it  not  the  doctrine  that  we  are 
nothing  more  than  the  mirror  to  reflect  the  will  of 
those  who  called  us  to  our  dignified  office?  That 
is  the  view  which  I take  of  the  doctrine  of  instruc- 
tions. 

And  I now’  ask,  is  any  peculiar  language  neces- 
sary, other  than  that  by  which  the  will  of  our  con- 
stituents maybe  understood  and  carried  out?  Is 
there  but  one  word  that  will  answer — no  other  word 
but  the  word  instruct  ? Is  there  no  other  language 
tantamount  to  that?  If  the  legislature  simply  ex- 
press their  will,  is  that  not  equivalent  to  the  word 
instruct ? Nay,  more,  is  it  not  more  respectful  to 
those  receiving  the  instructions  to  avoid  than  to 
use  the  word  instructions  ? Infinitely  more  so,  and 
I am  more  ready  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  any 
one,  if  he  speaks  to  me  in  a courteous  and  polite 
manner,  than  if  he  made  use  of  mandatory  lan- 
guage. Sir,  I say  to  my  man  Charles,  please  do  so 
and  so,  and  he  does  it  instantly,  and  with  much 
more  pleasure  than  if  I was  more  peremptory . Sup- 
pose I should  say,  Charles,  I instruct  you,  he 
would  think  it  very  curious  language  ; but  if  I say 
1 w’ould  be  obliged  to  you  for  my  shoes  or  boots,  he 
goes  dowm  and  brings  them  as  quick  as  possible. 
I assure  the  senators  it  is  no  purpose  of  mine  to 
treat  them  with  the  smallest  disrespect;  on  the 
contrary,  I sympathize  with  them,  and  regret  ex- 
tremely that  they  cannot  conform  to  these  resolu- 
tions, coming  from  so  respectable  a source  as  the 
legislature  of  North  Carolina.  I should  have  been 
extremely  happy  if  they  could  have  conformed,  and 
I believe  the  constitution  of  North  Carolina  ex- 
pressly provides  for  and  secures  the  right  of  in- 
struction, requiring  the  representatives  of  (he  peo- 
ple to  conform  and  obey.  And  it  appears  to  me 
that  if  the  legislature  have  the  right  and  choose  to 
give  instructions,  it  is  no  matter  in  what  words  or 
language  those  instructions  are  given  ; and  I should 
feel  myself  bound  to  conform  to  (heir  wishes  thus 
communicated.  But  if  the  argument  of  the  senior- 
senator  (Mr.  Brown)  from  North  Carolina  is  cor- 
rect, even  if  the  most  positive  language  were  used, 
as  has  been  done  on  two  several  occasions,  arid  in 
my  judgment  now,  I suppose,  if  that  were  the  case, 
he  would  not  feel  bound  to  obey  the  will  of  the  le- 
gislature in  opposition  to  what  he  might  bp  pleased 
to  consider  the  will  of  the  people,  which  he  would 
regard  as  the  paramount  authority.  But  on  one 
subject  at  least  these  resolutions  speak  in  decisive 


language,  on  which  I have  not  heard  that  the  peo- 
ple of  North  Carolina  have  expressed  any  prior 
sentiment  adverse  to  the  course  now  intimated, 
and  that  is,  the  great  subject  of  the  public  lands, 
which  has  been  under  laborious  discussion  here  for 
the  last  eight  or  ten  days;  and  I confess  I regretted 
that  these  resolutions  by  the  legislature  of  North 
Carolina  were  not  here,  that  we  might  have  had  the 
benefit  of  the  knowledge  of  their  wishes  during  the 
last  week,  when  the  debate  on  the  subject  was  in 
progress.  But  I am  glad  they  have  come  in 
before  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  I hope  at  least  on 
the  subject  of  the  public  lands  we  shall  have  the 
vote  of  the  senators  from  North  Carolina  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  wild  schemes  which-  have  been  de- 
nounced by  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  laid 
before  us. 

Mr.  Strange  replied,  that  he  certainly  felt  much 
indebted  to  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,) 
for  the  advice  he  had  seen  proper  to  volunteer  on 
the  present  occasion.  But  it  had  been  very  long 
since  it  had  been  his  wont  to  look  for  political  in- 
formation from  that  quarter.  On  the  contrary,  he 
viewed  the  senator  from- Kentucky,  with  all  his 
talents,  rather  as  a beacon  than  a guide,  and  when 
a course  was  indicated  by  him,  generally  consider- 
ed it  a reason  for  shunning,  rather  than  pursuing 
it.  It  was  not,  therefore,  to  be  considered  at  ail 
remarkable,  if  his  suggestions,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, should  have  but  little  weight.  The  senator  is 
pleased  to  say  that  he  considers  my  complaint,  that 
I have  neither  favor  nor  justice  to  expect  from  my 
political  opponents,  a little  gratuitous.  No  man 
knows  belter  where  the  shoe  pinches  than  he  who 
wears  it.  The  senator  knows  nothing  of  the  ground 
upon  which  this  complaint  is  made,  and  has,  there- 
fore, no  right  to  say  whether  it  is  gratuitous  or  not. 
He,  (Mr.  S.)  had  said,  that  sad  experience  had  warn- 
ed him  not  to  expect  either  favor  or  justice  from  his 
political  opponents — and  he  said  so  truly.  And 
now  that  the  senator  had  somewhat  forced  it  upon 
him,  he  would  remark,  that  no  man  had  shown 
more  comity  or  deference  to  his  political  opponents 
than  himself;  and  yet  not  only  the  scurrilous  parti- 
san newspapers  of  the  country,  but  even  by  those 
with  whom  he  had  exchanged  the  courtesies  of  life, 
and  from  whom  he  had  parted  with  the  grasp  of 
friensdhip,  had  his  motives  been  assailed  and  his 
conduct  impeached.  With  such  facts  before  him, 
he  might  well  say  that  lie  could  expect  neither  favor 
nor  justice  from  his  political  opponents.  The  sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  lie  said,  with  an  unfairness  and 
coarseness  which  he  had  not  thought  altogether  be- 
coming, had  observed,  that  in  remarking  upon  the 
impracticability  of  obedience,  he  (Mr.  S.  and  his 
colleague)  seemed  to  have  overlooked  another  al- 
ternative, and  that  was  resignation.  Now,  unless 
the  senator’s  senses  were  less  acute  than  usual,  he 
must  have  heard  both  him  and  his  colleague  very 
distinctly  advert  to  that  alternative,  and  himself  to 
declare  that  were  he  at  liberty  to  act  in  obedience  to 
his  own  feelings,  he  would  resign  ; but  that,  under 
present  circumstances,  a high  sense  of  duty  to  those 
who  sent  him  here  compelled  him  to  remain.  The 
senator  from  Kentucky  then  talers  up  the  doctrine 
of  instruction,  and,  according  to  his  wont  in  the  ab- 
sence of  argument  and  reason,  attempts  to  drive  us 
from  our  position  by  raillery  and  jest,  and  for  that 
purpose  parades  before  us  that  ever  favorite  and 
fertile  theme,  his  man  Charles,  and  entertains  the 
senate  with  a dialogue  between  himself  and  that  dis- 
tinguished personage.  But  his  illustration  has  no 
application  to  the  subject.  There  is  no  parity  be- 
tween the  relationship  subsisting  between  the  sove- 
reignty of  a state  and  its  representative  upon  this 
floor,  and  that  between  the  senator  and  his  slave. 
He  was  (said  Mr.  S.)  the  servant  of  the  people  of 
North  Carolina,  but  not  their  slave,  or  the  slave 
of  any  other  man.  He  served  the  people  of 
North  Carolina,  as  tar  as  he  was  able  to  discern, 
in  compliance  with  the  public  will  ; and  when  he 
could  not  conscientiously  conform  to  that  will,  he 
would  resign.  Poor  Charles  has  no  such  alternative. 
If  the  senator’s  title  to  him  is  good,  lie  is  his  slave, 
and  he  must  yield  obedience  in  whatever  way  he 
may  think  proper  to  address  him  : be  cannot  resign. 
Whether  the  senator  from  Kentucky  is  able  to  per- 
ceive any  difference  in  the  signification  of  certain 
terms,  is  a matUr  with  which  he  (Mr.  S.)  had  no- 
thing to  do.  When  (he  legislature  of  Kentucky 
spoke,  it  would  be  for  the  senator  from  Kentucky 
to  interpret  its  language;  and  he  (Mr.  S.)  would 
be  very  far  from  indelicately  obtruding  his  advice. 
But  wiienthe  legislature  of  North  Carolina  spoke  to 
his  colleague  and  himself,  it  belonged  to  them  to 
interpret;  and  he  recognized  the  right  of  no  one  to 
interfere  in  the  matter. 

As  he  understood  the  opinions  of  the  people  of 
North  Carolina,  they  recognized  a difference  be- 
tween instructions  and  other  language  used  by  the 
legislature.  When  he  was  elected  to  his  present 
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position,  he  came  into  it  with  a determination  to; 
act  conformably,  as  far  as  possible  to  the  popular 
will,  the  principle  which  the  senator  from  Kentucky 
had  admitted  to  be  correct;  and  the  only  question 
was,  what  wa3  the  popular  will?  He  believed  a 
part  of  the  popular  will  in  North  Carolina  was,  that 
when  the  legislature  instructed  a senator  to  vote  for 
or  against  a particular  measure,  such  instruction 
should  stand  with  him  for  the  popular  will,  what- 
ever, in  truth,  the  popular  will  might  be  ; but  that, 
when  not  instructed,  it  was  his  duty  to  exercise  his 
best  jugdment,  and  ascertain,  from  the  several 
sources  within  his  reach,  what  was,  upon  the  whole, 
the  popular  will.  He  believed,  therefore,  that  he 
would  act  in  conformity  to  the  public  will  in  North 
Carolina,  whenever  instructed  by  the  legislature 
either  to  obey  or  resign  ; but  to  treat  every  thing 
else  coming  from  the  legislature  as  merely  advisory, 
and  conform  to  it  or  not,  as,  in  his  judgment,  it 
either  did  or  did  not  concur  with  the  popular  will. 
The  senator  from  Kentucky  intimates  that  our 
course  of  reasoning  leads  to  the  conclusion  that 
even  if  the  word  instruct  had  been  used,  we  should 
have  been  at  liberty  to  look  behind  this  legislative 
declaration,  and  ascertain  what  was,  in  fact,  the 
popular  wifi.  In  his  (Mr.  S.’s)  judgment,  the  rea- 
soning led  to  no  such  result,  but  precisely  the  con- 
trary. They  had  expressly  stated  that  they  believ- 
ed it  to  be  the  popular  will  in  North  Carolina,  that 
whenever  the  legislature  instructed,  such  instruc- 
tions are  to  be  taken  as  the  popular  will,  and  acted 
upon  as  such  ; but  in  the  absence  of  such  instruc- 
tions, the  senator  must,  at  his  own  peril,  ascertain 
that  will. 

The  senator  from  Kentucky,  in  conclusion,  ra- 
ther ungenerously,  as  he  thought,  chided  him  and 
his  colleague  for  not  bringing  forward  these  resolu- 
tions last  week  when  the  bill  was  under  discussion. 
If  the  senator  from  Kentucky  would  tax  his  recol- 
lection, he  would  find,  that  at  this  session  of  con- 
gress, upon  every  test  question  upon  the  gradua- 
tion bill,  both  his  colleague  and  himself  had  voted 
against  it.  As  he  had  said  before,  he  should  al- 
ways vote  in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  his  state, 
so  far  as  he  could  understand  them,  when  they  did 
not  conflict  in  his  judgment,  with  any  great  princi- 
le  which  he  had  no  right  to  disregard.  Last  year 
e voted  for  the  graduation  bill,  under  (as  he  now 
thought)  a mistaken  impression,  that  public  senti- 
ment in-North  Carolina,  if  not  in  favor  of  it,  was  at 
least  quiescent.  But  he  hoped  never  to  see  a year 
when  he  could  not  look  back  and  say.  “ I ain  wiser 
this  year  than  I was  last.”  He  was  not  inclined  to 
think  that  the  majority  of  the  people  of  North  Ca- 
rolina was  opposed  to  the  bill,  and  should  therefore 
unhesitatingly  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Brown,  in  rising  to  reply  to  the  senator  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  said:  That,  in  the  out- 
set of  his  remarks,  he  should  protest  against,  and 
peremptorily  challenge,  the  right  of  the  senator  to 
interfere  in  a question  purely  between  themselves 
and  their  constituents.  What  right  had  that  senator 
to  assume  upon  himself  the  authority  thus  attempt- 
ed to  be  exercised  by  him?  From  whom  did  he 
derive  his  authority  ? Where  were  his  credentials  ? 
Who  had  constituted  him  their  attorney,  in  fact, 
thus  to  arraign  the  course  of  members  on  this 
floor  ? 

Having  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  thus  emphatically 
to  except  to  the  assumed  power  of  the  senator,  and 
considering  that  he  had  been  fairly  ousted  of  the 
jurisdiction  that  he  had  sought  to  assert,  he  would 
now  go  a step  further,  and  say  that  he  should  per- 
emptorily decline,  from  high  considerations  of  what 
was  due  to  himself  and  his  own  rights,  to  notice 
any  of  the  topics  introduced  by  him,  or  to  join  is- 
sue with  him  on  any  one  of  the  questions  which  he 
seeks  to  raise,  in  reference  to  the  manner  of  dis- 
charging our  duties  as  members  of  this  body.  If, 
however,  he  had  considered  it  incumbent  on  him- 
self to  refuse  to  join  issue  with  the  senator  on  any 
of  the  topics  raised  by  him,  yet  there  were  some 
other  things  which  it  was  his  purpose  to  say  to  him 
before  he  concluded  his  remarks. 

In  the  first  place,  his  constituents  would  no  doubt 
feel  exceedingly  obliged  to  that  gentleman,  whose 
political  course  had  long  been  distinguished  for  its 
peculiar  devotion  to  southern  interests,  for  having 
volunteered,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  appear  as 
the  champion  of  their  rights.  The  friends  ol  the 
great  right  of  instruction  will,  no  doubt,  in  every 
part  of  the  country,  learn  with  no  little  surprise 
that  the  senator  has  become  its  advocate  and  eulo- 
gist! What,  said  Mr.  B.  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky now  assuming  to  pronounce,  with  oracular 
certainty  and  authority,  the  true  doctrines  of  the 
light  of  instruction  1 How  long,  he  would  ask,  had 
it  been  since  that  gentleman  had  entitled  himself 
to  become  its  teacher  and  expounder  ? Was  it  from 
the  eminent  services  rendered  by  him  to  its  princi- 
ples, when  instructions  were  coining  from  a majori- 


; ty  of  the  states  of  this  union  to  their  senators  on 
this  floor,  directing  them  to  sustain  the  late  admin- 
istration in  the  mighty  conflict  then  waging  against 
it  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  poli- 
tical party  acting  in  concert  with  it?  Who  does 
not  remember  that  gentleman’s  course  on  that  most 
important  occasion  ? A majority  of  the  states  of 
this  union,  believing  that  a great  crisis  in  our  pub- 
lic affairs  had  arrived,  sent  resolutions  here  to  their 
senators,  instructing  them  directly  and  perempto- 
rily— not  resolutions  so  framed  as  to  be  in  effect 
fraudulent  in  regard  to  that  great  right,  but  resolu- 
tions commanding  their  senators,  in  terms  plain  and 
unequivocal — to  carry  out  their  wishes.  Did  the 
senator  then  stand  forth  as  their  defender  and  vin- 
dicator? Did  he  exhort  the  large  number  of  his 
political  friends,  then  boldly  violating  and  defying 
positive  instructions,  to  respect  that  great  doctrine  ? 
No,  said  Mr.  B.,  his  course  was  far  otherwise.  We 
then  heard  daily  anathemas  from  his  political  friends 
against  instructions ; the  popular  voice  wras  scouted, 
although  it  had  been  expressed  in  some  instances 
twice  or  thrice  to  some  of  the  gentleman’s  friends, 
in  the  shape  of  positive  commands,  and,  standing 
foremost  among  those  who  animated  them  to  resist 
the  will  of  their  constituents,  and  exhorted  them 
to  unyielding  firmness  in  that  course,  was  the  sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  himself;  and  yet  he  now  under- 
takes to  become  a lecturer  to  others  on  the  great 
principle  of  instruction! 

Who  did  not  remember  the  reception  given  in 
this  body,  during  the  famous  panic  session,  to  the 
instructions  sent  by  the  patriotic  state  of  New 
Hampshire,  to  her  senators,  the  first  movement  of 
the  kind,  directing  them  to  vote  for  expunging  the 
condemnatiyy  sentence  against  president  Jackson, 
and  to  sustain  his  administration  against  the  war 
then  waged  by  the  opposition  party,  and  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  ? The  able  republican  senator 
who  presented  them  was  assailed  in  debate  on  this 
floor,  his  state  insulted,  and  even  the  common  cour- 
tesy of  printing  the  resolutions  of  instruction  was 
refused  by  the  political  friends  of  the  senator,  who 
then  held  the  power  in  this  body.  With  what  pro- 
priety, then,  he  demanded,  could  a political  party, 
who  had  trampled  on  the  right  of  instruction, 
scorned  and  contemned  the  public  will,  by  the  most 
highhanded  ouirages,  whenever  and  wherever  they 
had  possessed  power,  with  what  propriety  could 
they  reproach  others,  in  regard  to  their  course, 
when  no  instructions  had  been  given  them? 

His  constituents  would,  no  doubt,  be  exceedingly 
obliged  for  the  advice  of  a gentleman  in  their  affairs 
who  had  been  conspicuously  associated  as  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  what  was  familiarly  known 
in  this  country  by  the  name  of  the  “ coalition  ad- 
ministration.” Judging  from  their  past  sentiments 
in  regard  to  it,  he  did  not  believe  that  they’  pos- 
sessed, at  this  time,  any  very  strong  desire  to  wit- 
ness its  restoration  to  power  in  any  shape.  If  one 
member  of  that  by-gone  administration  had  a righf 
to  interfere  in  their  affairs,  by  offering  advice,  the 
great  political  high  priest  himself  who  headed  it, 
may,  with  the  same  propriety,  claim  to  offer  his. 
And  where  now  is  the  head  of  that  famous  admin- 
istration, and  what  are  his  daily  occupations?  Fal- 
len from  what  was  due  to  the  dignity  of  his  former 
station,  he  is  almost  daily  engaged  in  the  digusting 
and  wretched  pursuit  of  abolition  agitation  ! 

Where,  Mr.  B.  would  ark,  were  the  political 
friends  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  who  resided 
north  of  the  Potomac,  with  some  honorable  excep- 
tions, to  be  found  on  that  question?  The  great 
mass  of  them  were  found,  in  the  two  houses  of 
congress,  and  in  the  legislative  halls  of  their  res 
pective  slates,  pursuing  a course  in  direct  hostility 
to  the  south.  There  was  not  a state  legislature 
north  of  the  Potomac  in  which  the  political  friends 
of  that  senator  had  obtained  power,  unless  in  those 
where  slavery  existed,  that  resolutions  attacking 
the  rights  and  interests  of  the  south  on  the  vitally 
important  questions  of  slavery  had  not  passed! 
And  be  it  said  to  the  immortal  honor  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  of  the  north,  who  have  been  so  scan- 
dalously calumniated  by  most  of  the  federal  presses 
of  the  south,  on  that  question,  that  while  their  sen- 
tors  and  representatives,  in  almost  an  entire  body, 

■ have  sustained  our  just  rights  in  the  two  branches 
ot  congress,  there  is  not  a single  state  north  of  the 
Potomac  in  which  the  democratic  party  have  had 
the  power  in  its  legislature,  that  they  have  not,  in 
the  noble  spirit  of  justice  and  union,  passed  reso- 
lutions strongly  sustaining  the  rights  of  their  sister 
confederate  states  of  the  south  ! 

The  senator  from  Kentucky  had,  to  illustrate  his 
views  of  the  right  of  instruction,  referred  to  his 
own  servant,  and  his  obligations  to  obey  his  com- 
mands, when  givert  by  him.  In  alluding  to  his  re- 
marks on  this  subject,  it  was  no  part  of  his  purpose 
(said  Mr.  B.)  to  join  issue  with  him,  and  to  debate 
that  point,  as  he  intended  carefully  to  preserve  the 


ground  taken  at  the  outset  of  his  remarks  not  to 
admit,  directly  or  indirectly,  his  jurisdiction  on  this 
subject,  by  joining  issue  with  him  on  any  question 
which  he  had  thought  proper  to  raise ; but  he 
would  answer  him  somewhat  after  the  Yankee  man- 
ner, by  asking  another  question.  Let  us  suppose 
(said  Mr,  B.)  that  a servant,  wdio  desired  occupa- 
tion, had  applied  three  several  times  to  a farmer  or 
planter  for  employment,  and  that  that  farmer  or  plan- 
ter had  three  times,  either  from  a supposed  want  of 
honesty  or  skill  in  the  applicant,  in  pretty  plain  and 
positive  language,  rejected  his  importunities  to  en- 
ter his  service  : what  would  be  the  opinion  of  the 
world  as  to  the  modesty  which,  under  such  circum- 
stances, could  venture  a fourth  importunity  ? He 
thought  this  very  like  the  case  of  a distinguished 
individual,  who  had  presented  himself  three  times 
to  the  American  people  to  be  employed  in  a certain 
high  station  and  who  had  been  three  times  signally 
rejected;  and,  if  public  rumor  was  now  to  be  cred- 
ited, was  again  prepared  for  a fourth  rebuff  by  the 
popular  voice. 

Again,  Mr.  B.  said,  his  constituents  would,  no 
doubt,  feel  and  appreciate  a defence,  coming  from 
a gentleman  whose  almost  enlire  public  course,  for 
a series  of  years,  had  been  directly  at  war  with 
their  rights  and  interests  ; a senator  whose  miscall- 
ed American  system,  until  thrown  off  by  delermin- 
ed  resistance,  had,  for  a series  of  years,  impoveiish- 
ed  and  desolated  the  south,  oppressed  her  citizens, 
and  almost  ruined  her  commerce  ; a senator  whose 
favorite  system  of  policy  he  declared  most  solemn- 
ly, in  his  opinion,  had  aimed  a more  fatal  blow  at 
the  constitution  and  union  of  the  states,  than  any 
other  and  all  other  measures  combined.  A system 
which  had,  at  one  time,  shaken  the  pillars  of  our 
glorious  confederacy  to  their  very  foundations  ; and 
which  had  created,  and,  he  feared,  had  established 
those  dangerous  sectional  prejudices  and  feelings 
which  were  destined  to  endure  too  long  for  the  har- 
mony and  safety  of  our  country. 

Mr.  B.  had  now  finished  saying  what  he  had  felt 
due  to  himself  and  the  occasion,  and  due  to  the 
interference  which  his  remarks  were  intended  to 
repel. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  exceedingly  sorry  he  had 
been  instrumental  in  throwing  the  senator  irom  North 
Carolina  into  such  a rage,  and  nothing,  he  said,  was 
further  from  his  purpose.  But  if  he  had  intimated 
that  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina  had  meanly 
prevaricated,  and  had  made  a fraudulent  use  ol  the 
doctrines  of  instructions 

Mr.  Brown.  1 did  not  say  so ; my  remarks  were 
general. 

Mr.  Clay.  If  his  remarks  were  general,  I do  not 
see  that  they’  can  have  any  specific  application,  ex- 
cept to  this  case.  [Mr.  Brown  again  attempting  to 
speak,  was  prevented  by  cries  ot  order!]  Mr.  C. 
said  it  was  far  from  his  purpose  to  assume  jurisdic- 
tion in  this  case,  or  any  authority  over  the  senator 
or  his  colleague  ; and  he  could  not  more  protest 
against  it  than  Mr.  C.  was  unwilling  to  exercise  it. 
But  what  was  the  state  of  the  case  ? The  senators, 
on  presenting  the.  resolutions  of  their  legislature, 
had  both  made  speeches  addressed  to  this  body,  and 
had  spoken  of  the  nature  of  their  instructions,  and  ol 
the  degree  of  authority  and  of  duty  which  belonged 
to  them  ; all  this  they  had  done  to  a body  ot  which 
Mr.  C.  was  a member.  If  they  had  confined  their 
thoughts  on  the  subject  to  themselves,  or  had  con- 
tented themselves  with  simply  presenting  the  resolu- 
tions, Mr.  C.  would  have  seen  no  occasion  for  any 
remarks  on  his  part.  But  when  they  expressed 
their  views  of  the  extent  of  the  obligations  due  to 
their  instructions  on  subjects  in  which  the  whole 
country  was  interested,  Mr.  C.  would  ask  if  it  was 
not  proper  (or  him  to  speak  in  reply  ? Mr.  C.  had 
spoken  with  reluctance,  and  would  have  been  glad 
if  another  gentleman  had  taken  it  upon  him;  but  as 
the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  and  as  North  Car- 
olina was  unrepresented,  he  had  ventured  to  make  a 
few  remarks,  and  in  doing  so  had  called  forth  a most 
violent  philippic  against  him  personally.  Mr.  C.  had 
not  felt  the  slightest  emotion  while  this  was  going 
on  ; but  as  the  senator  had  protested  against  Mr.  C’s 
jurisdiction  in  the  case,  he  should  have  recollected 
that  he  was  assuming  just  such  a jurisdiction  over 
Mr.  C.  : and  that  it  was  quite  as  exceptionable  for  the 
senator  to  arraign  Mr.  C’s  course,  as  for  him  1o  arraign 
that  of  the  senator.  But  Mr.  C.  would  say  nothing 
in  regard  to  himself,  since  his  colleague  (Mr.  Crit- 
tendemron  the  land  bill)  had  disclosed  the  impossi- 
bility of  making  any  adequate  defence  for  Mr  C. 
on  this  floor;  and  he  therefore  thought  it  vain  for 
him  to  attempt  to  defend  himself.  But  on  this  point 
the  people  ot  the  country  must  judge  ; and  if  they 
condemned  the  course  of  policy  irr  regard  to  the  pub- 
lic lands  which  Mr.C.  advocated,  and  which  had  plac- 
ed this  country  50  years  in  advance  of  what  it  would 
otherwise  have  been,  Mr.  C.  could  only  submit ; and 
if,  as  the  senior  senator  from  North  Carolina  had 
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stated,  this  question  had  shaken  the  pillars  ot  this 
'Union,  it  would  be  right  to  give  some  credit  to  Mr. 

C.  that  he  had  endeavored  to  compose  that  contro- 
versy by  the  bill  which  he  had  introduced  several 
years  ago. 

On  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Strange,  that  he  gene- 
rally regarded  Mr.  C’s.  course  as  one  to  be  avoided, 
Mr.  C.  remarked  that  it  was  not  his  course  of  con- 
duct toward  Mr.  S.  or  any  other  gentleman;  but 
when  they  presented  any  measure,  he  was  ever 
ready  to  give  it  his  consideration  ; and  he  would  not 
decide  against  him  merely  because  he  proposed  the 
measure,  but  he  would  examine  it,  and  if  the 
ground  was  good  he  would  act  with  him,  as  Mr.  S. 
was  about  to  do  with  Mr.  C.  on  graduation. 

Mr.  C.  again  disclaimed  any  intention  to  interfere 
between  the  senators  from  North  Caiolina  and  their 
legislature,  and  expressed  the  pleasure  which  these 
resolutions  gave  him,  especially  on  account  of  their 
reference  to  the  public  lands;  and  he  further  justifi- 
ed the  remarks  which  he  had  now  made,  and.espe- 
cially  by  the  apprehension  which  he  felt  that  the 
true  doctrine  of  instructions,  as  stated  in  1798,  was 
now  in  danger  of  being  subverted  and  destroyed. 

The  resolutions  were  now  laid  on  the  table  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

mr.  Johnson’s  substitute. 

In  ike  house  of  representatives,  Tuesday,  Jan.  15. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  laid  upon  the  table, 
by  consent  of  the  house,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
it  printed,  a substitute  which  he  intends  to  move  for 
the  sub-treasury  bill  oli'ered  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
as  follows: 

An  act  to  prevent  defalcations  in  the  revenue  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  insure  its  safe-keeping. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  after  the  — day  of  — it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  all  persons  having  money  to  pay  into  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States,  excepting  the  money- 
arising  out  of  the  post  office  department,  to  pay  the 
same  into  a deposite  bank  selected  by  the  congress  of 
the  United  S ates,  and  to  have  it  placed  there  to  the 
credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States;  and  no  pay- 
ment made  in  any  other  mode  shall  be  valid  in  favor  of 
the  persons  making  the  same,  or  entitle  him  to  a credit 
or  acquittance  on  the  part  of  the  government,  or  to  any 
of  the  rights  or  immunities  arising  from  payments  made 
into  the  treasury, or  save  him  from  any  forfeitures  or 
penalties  which  may  be  imposed  by  law  for  failing  to 
pay  money  into  the  treasury. 

Section  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  shall  have  the  power  to  transfer  the 
public  money  from  one  bank  to  another,  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  disbursement,  and  for  no  other  purpose 
whatever. 

Section  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  bonds 
given  for  duties  payable  to  the  United  States  shall  be 
deposited  for  safe-keeping  in  some  deposite  bank,  and 
be  made  payable  only  at  such  depository,  and  the  amount 
of  such  bonds  as  soon  as  paid  shall  be  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  said  de- 
pository. 

Section  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all 
cases  of  payment  thus  made  into  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector,  or  re- 
ceiver, or  other  person  heretofore  entitled  to  receive  the 
same,  to  grant  a receipt  to  the  person  making  the  pay- 
ment upon  the  production  of  the  certificate  of  deposite 
of  the  bank  receiving  the  same. 

Section  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all 
cases  where  it  may  be  necessary  to  advance  money  to 
collectors  to  pay  off  debentures,  or  the  necessary  ex- 
penses attending  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  in 
all  other  cases  where  money  may  be  advanced  to  re- 
ceivers, marshals,  and  other  disbursing  agents  of  every 
description,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  in  his  warrant  upon  the  treasury,  to  direct 
that  the  money  be  placed  upon  the  books  of  the  depo- 
site bank,  upon  which  the  treasurer’s  draft  is  issued, 
to  the  credit  of  the  aforesaid  persons  in  whose  favor  mo- 
ney may  be  advanced,  which  entry  upon  the  bank  book 
shall  express  the  purpose  for  which  the  money  is  thus 
advanced  and  placed  to  their  credit;  and  in  all  cases 
where  checks  are  drawn  by  any  one  of  the  aforesaid  per- 
sons, as  disbursing  agents,  upon  the  fund  thus  placed 
to  their  credit  in  bank,  the  check  shall  express  upon  its 
face  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  drawn;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duly  of  the  bank  to  retain  and  preserve  the  check  afier  it 
is  paid  and  cancelled,  and  transmit  it  at  the  end  of  the 
week  to  the  first  auditor  of  the  treasury,  with  the  bank 
account  of  the  disbursing  agent. 

Section  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be. 
the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  issue  the  ne- 
cessary instructions  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
the  foregoing  bill. 

TkW ENTY  - FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

THIRD  SESSION — SENATE. 

January  18.  After  the  transaction  of  some  busi- 
ness of  minor  importance,  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
was  taken  up  as  the  special  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Tiplon  gave  a brief  explanation  of  the  con- 
tents and  objects  of  the  bill.  The  appropriation 
being  $450,000,  that  is  $150,000  for  that  portion  of 


the  road  in  each  of  the  slates  ol  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois. 

Mr.  Hubbard  after  a few  observations,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  word  “fifty”  wherever  it  occurs ; thus 
reducing  the  appropriation  for  each  state  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

Alter  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Hubbard,  King, 
and  Brou-n,  in  support  of  the  motion,  arid  from 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  and  Robinson,  in  oppo- 
sition to  it,  the  question  was  taken,  and  Mr.  Hub- 
bard’s motion  was  adopted — yeas  27,  nays  17,  as 
follows : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala., 
Cuthbert,  Davis,  Foster,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin; 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Roane,  Ruggles  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Strange,  Swift, 
Walker,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  of  Me.  and  Williams, 
of  Mississippi — 27. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Fulton, 
Linn,  Merrick,  Morris,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Ind.,  Southard,  Spence,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Webster.  Young — 17. 

Mr.  King,  alter  a few  remarks,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  ; which,  after  some 
remarks  from  Mr.  Young  in  opposition  to  the  mo- 
tion, was  carried — yeas  23,  na)s  22.  as  follows  : 
YEAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama, 
Foster,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Niles,  Nor- 
vell. Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Ruggles, 
Smith  of  Conn.,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  White.  Wil- 
liams of  Maine,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay  of  Kv.,  Cuth- 
bert, Fulton,  Knight,  Linn,  Merrick,  Morris,  Nicholas, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  South- 
ard, Spence  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster, 
Wright  and  Young — 22. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  a repoit  of  the  director 
of  the  mint,  showing  the  operations  of  that  institu- 
tion for  the  year  1838  ; which  was  laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a message,  transmitting  a letter  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  on  the  subject  of  claims 
under  the  Florida  treaty  of  1819,  recommending  ad- 
ditional legislation  : laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a message,  transmitting  a communication 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  on  the  propriety 
of  changing  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  March, 
1837,  for  the  relief  of  the  insolvent  debtors  of  the 
United  States  : referred  to  the  committee  on  the  ju- 
diciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wall,  who  voted  with  the  majority,  said  he 
had  been  earnestly  requested  to  move  a reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote,  on  striking  out  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  Cumberland  road  bill.  He  was  willing  to 
make  this  motion,  as  he  was  aware  that  there  were 
several  senators  absent  when  the  vote  was  taken,  to 
give  an  opportunity  for  a more  full  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  the  senate,  though  he  had  no  intention  of 
changing  his  own  vote. 

Mr.  W’s  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Benton, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  and  Morris,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Preston,  Calhoun,  King,  and  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama; when  Mr.  King  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on 
the  table,  giving  notice  that  he  himself  would  call 
it  up  at  one  o’clock  on  Monday,  when  he  expected 
there  would  be  a full  senate. 

On  taking  the  question,  Mr.  King’s  motion  was 
lost — yeas  23,  nays  26,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alaba- 
ma, Foster,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicho- 
las, Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane, 
Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall, 
White,  Williams,  of  Maine,  and  Williams,  of  Mis- 
sissippi— 23. 

NAYS — -Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ful- 
ton, Knight,  Linn,  Merrick,  Morris,  Rives,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  Wright,  and 
Young — 26. 

The  question  was  next  taken  on  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  on  striking  out  the  enacting  clause  ; 
and  the  reconsideration  was  ordered  without  a divi- 
sion. The  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the 
negative— yeas  23,  nays  26,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Foster,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Mouion,  Niles,  Nor- 
vell, Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  of  Conn., "Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Wil- 
liams, of  Maine,  and  Williams,  of  Miss. — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ful- 
ton, Knight,  Linn,  Merrick,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Spence,  Swift,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  Wright,  and 
Young — 26. 

Mr.  Hubbard  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
word  dollars  in  the  eleventh  line,  which  provides 
that  the  same  limitations  and  restrictions  shall  exist 
as  are  contained  in  former  laws  on  the  subject.  On 
this  motion  a debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
Hubbard,  Wutlcer,  Clay , of  Kentucky,  and  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  supported,  and  Messrs.  Tipton,  Young, 
Bayard,  and  Niles,  opposed  the  motion. 


Mr.  Hubbard  then  withdrew  his  motion,  when 
Mr.  Walker  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  provides  that  the  appropriation  shall  be 
reimbursed  out  of  the  two  per  cent,  fund  reserved 
for  making  roads  to  the  states  named  in  the  bill, 
contending  that  this  fund  had  been  long  exhausted, 
and  that  it  could  by  no  possibility,  ever  produce 
the  amount  appropriated. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Walker, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  Cluy,  of  Kentucky,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  King,  Bayard,  Tipton,  and  Benton  ; 
and  on  taking  the  question,  the  motion  was  lost — 
yeas  22,  nays  24,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay  of 
Alabama,  Clay  of  Ky.,  Davis,  Foster,  Hubbard,  King, 
Knight,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss, 
Preston.  Ruggles,  Switt,  Walker,  While,  Williams  of 
Me.,  Williams  of  Miss. — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Crittenden, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Roane, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Conn.,  Smith  of 
In.,  Southard-,  Spence,  Strange,  Tipton,  Wall,  Webster, 
Wright,  Young — 24. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  by  file  following  vote  . 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Clay  ofKv.,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Fulton,  Linn, 
Merrick.  Morris,  Nicholas,  Robbins, .Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  olTa.,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ton,  Webster,  Wright,  Young — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala., 
Foster,  Iiubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Rug- 
gles, Smith,  of  Con.,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  White, 
Williams  of  Maine,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi— 23. 

On  motion,  the  senate  then  adjourned  to  Monday 
next. 

January  21.  Petitions  and  memorials  were 
presented  by  Messrs.  Webster,  (from  the  heirs  of 
Robert  Fulton,)  Sevier,  Strange,  Buchanan,  Pren- 
tiss, Young,  McKean,  Tallmadge,  Davis,  King,  and 
Hubbard. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  introduced  a joint  resolution  for 
the  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.  This  resolution  provides  that  the  president 
shall  be  elected  for  one  term  of  four  years,  and  be 
ineligible  thereafter;  also,  that  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  the  treasurer,  and  the  postmaster  general 
be  elected  by  congress,  for  such  term  and  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  By  law  ; and  that  no 
member  of  congress  shall  he  appointed  to  any  office 
in  the  government  of  the  United  States  until  the 
expiration  of  two  years  after  he  shall  have  ceased 
to  be  a member  of  congress. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  to 
which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Alabama, 
Florida,  and  Georgia  railroad  company,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  thereof;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  Alfred  Vail  for  the  privilege  of  im- 
porting, free  of  duty,  the  apparatus  for  an  electro- 
magnetic telegraph,  and  (hat  it  be'  referred  to  the 
committee  on  manufactures;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  to 
which  was  referred  the  communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  relation  to  the  modes 
of  collecting  and  disbursing  the  revenues  in  foreign 
governments,  made  a report  thereon,  accompanied 
by  a resolution,  which  was  agreed  to;  and  in  con- 
currence therewith,  10,000  additional  copies  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Spence,  from  the  committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
construction  of  a free  bridge  over  the  Eastern 
Branch,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  report  from  the  committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,- in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
senate  directing  them  to  inquire  whether  the  banks 
have  acted  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  their 
charters,  and  repoi  tingthat  the  banks  have  acted  in 
conformity  therewith,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Several  pension  bills  were  also  reported,  and  some 
resolutions  on  local  matters  submitted. 

The  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road,  appropriating  $100,000  to  the  road  in  the 
states  oi  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  was  taken  up 
on  its  third  reading,  and  after  some  remarks  from 
Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama  in  opposition,  was  passed  by 
the  following  vote  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Claj',  of  Kentucky,  Cuthbert,  Davis.  Fulton,  Knight, 
Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Wright,  and  Young — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun.  Clny,  of  Ala- 
bama, Foster.  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mou- 
ton, Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Roane,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Strange.  Walker,  Wall,  White, 
Williams,  of  Maine,  and  Williams,  of  Mississippi — 22. 
After  a short  executive  session, 

The  senate  adjourned. 
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January  22.  The  senate  was  engaged  nearly  all 
day  on  private  business.  The  only  public  bills 
acted  on  were  the  following,  which  were  ordered 
to  a third  reading  : 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  giving  or  sending  a chal- 
lenge in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  bill  to 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  cases. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  foreign 
coin  was  read  a third  time  and  passed.  ^ 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Maine,  introduced  a resolution 
calling  on  the  president  for  any  correspondence 
that  may  have  taken  place  between  this  govern- 
ment and  Great  Britain,  since  his  last  annual  mes- 
sage, in  relation  the  northeastern  boundary. 

After  a very  protracted  executive  session, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

January  23.  Mr.  Young  presented  a resolution 
of  the  legislature  of  Illinois,  urging  upon  their  rep-' 
resentatives  in  congress  to  procure  a law  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  placing  all  the  un- 
surveyed lands  under  immediate  conti act. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  granting  compensation  to  cer- 
tain companies  of  Michigan  militia. 

Mr.  Norvell  introduced  a bill  making  grants  of 
lands  to  certain  states  for  purposes  of  internal  im- 
provement. 

Mr.  Fulton  introduced  a bill  in  relation  to  certain 
railways  in  the  state  of  Arkansas. 

Some  private  memorials  were  presented,  and  sun- 
dry unfavorable  reports  were  made. 

The  following  resolutions  offered  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Linn  coining  up  for  consideration — 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  senate  any  information 
he  may  possess  in  relation  to  the  banks  or  institutions 
exercising  banking  privileges,  in  the  territory  of  Wis- 
consin ; whether  they  are  exercising  such  privileges  in 
pursuance  or  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  whether  their  notes  are  received  in  pay- 
ment for  the  public  lands. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  beinstruct- 
ed  to  report  a bill  to  disaffirm,  disapprove,  and  render 
null  and  void  any  act  of  the  territorial  legislature,  crea- 
ting banking  institutions  in  Wisconsin  territory,  where 
charters  have  not  been  approved  by  congress,  or  where 
the  provisions  of  their  charters,  or  the  acts- of  congress 
approving  them,  have  been  violated. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  also  report  a bill  to 
give  jurisdiction  to  the  courts  of  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  over  all  the  banking  institutions  in  said 
territories,  and  to  provide  punishments  for  the  violation 
of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  1st  July,  1836,  or  of  any 
other  act  that  has  been  or  may  hereafter  be  passed,  ap- 
proving bank  charters. 

Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Mien  suggested  that  tiie  reso- 
lutions be  so  modified  as  to  make  them  a matter  of 
enquiry,  and  to  extend  it  to  the  other  territories,  and 
also,  instead  of  instructing  the  committee  to  report 
a bill,  to  direct  them  to  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  doing  so. 

Mr.  Linn  adopted  these  suggestions,  and,  so 
modified,  (he  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

The  final  vole  was  then  taken  on  the  bill  to  pro- 
hibit duelling  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  re- 
sult was  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
of  Ky.,  Davis,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  McKean,  Morris,  Mouton,  Niles,  Pierce, 
Premiss,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Conn., 
Smith,  of  la.,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
White,  Williams,  of  Me.,  Young — 29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  King, 
Nicholas,  Preston,  Roane,  Williams,  of  Miss. — 7. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  submitted  the  following,  which  he 
moved  to  lay  on  the  table  : 

Resolved,  That  sound  specie-paying  banks  ought  to 
be  selected  under  suitable  regulations  to  be  prescribed 
by  law,  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  money. 

Resolved,  That  the  payment  of  the  public  revenue 
ought  to  be  made  in  gold  and  silver,  or  in  the  notes  of 
sound  specie-paying  banks,  under  suitable  regulations 
to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Resolved,  That  such  payments  of  the  public  revenue 
from  customs  and  from  lands  ought  to  be  made,  as  fai- 
ns practicable,  by  deposites  in  the  selected  banks,  to  the 
credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
certificates  of  the  deposites  taken  by  the  collectors  and 
receivers  as  evidence  of  such  payments. 

Resolved,  That  the  selected  banks,  in  consideration 
of  such  deposites,  ought  to  perforin,  without  charge,  the 
same  duties  to  the  government  in  transferring  the  pub- 
lic funds,  and  distributing  the  same  in  payment  of  the 
public  creditors,  as  were  performed  by  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  While, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be,  and  be  here- 
by is,  required  to  report  to  the  senate  the  name  of  each 
individual,  other  than  officers  of  the  army,  who  has 
received  any  appointment  or  agency  under  the  authori- 
ty of  the  United  Stales,  to  aid  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
dated  29. h December,  1835,  with  the  duty  he  was  di- 
rected and  expected  to  perform,  and  the  sum  promised 
or  paid  to  each,  and  by  whom  such  appointment  was 
made. 


Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be,  and  he  here- 
by is,  requested  to  report  to -the  senate  what  species  of 
funds  were  furnished  by  the  United  States  to  their 
agents  to  carry  into  effeqfc  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
with  ihe  Cherokee  Indians,  dated  29th  December.  1835, 
and,  if  funds  of  different  species  have  been  furnished, 
state  the  amount  of  each,  together  with  the  time  when 
sent,  and  to  whom,  and  whether  any  of  such  funds 
have  been  exchanged,  and  by  whom,  for  funds  less 
valuable,  and  a premium  received  for  the  difference  of 
value,  and  whether  such  premiums  have  been  account- 
ed for  to  the  government. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be,  and  hereby 
is,  requested  to  report  to  the  senate  the  name  of  each 
individual  whose  improvements  have  been  valued  un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees, 
dated  29th  December,  1835.  and  the  sum  to  which  each 
has  been  valued,  together  with  the  instructions  given  to 
the  persons  making  such  valuations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  the  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  “ an  act  to  authorize  1 he  state  of  Tennessee 
to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same,” 
was  taken  up.  Mr.  F.  spoke  at  length  in  favor  of 
this  bill,  and  Messrs.  White  and  Benton  also  advoca- 
ted it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strange  the  bill  was  then  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  special  order  for  to-morrow, 
and  after  a protracted  executive  session, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

January  24.  Mr.  Knight  presented  a petition 
from  Caieb  Williams,  setting  forth  that  he  has  two 
iron  steamboats  now  building  in  Europe,  the  one  of 
two  and  the  other  of  three  thousand  tons,  and  pray- 
ing that  tiie  law  may  be  so  altered  as  to  license 
them  in  this  country.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  commerce. 

A few  pension  bills  were  reported. 

Mr.  Davis  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon. 
Daniel  Webster,  senator  elect  from  Massachusetts 
for  the  next  six  years  from  and  after  the  3rd  of 
March  next. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  rose  and  asked  leave  to 
introduce  a bill  to  regulate  the  price  of  the  land  ac- 
quired by  the  treaty  with  the  Miami  Indians  of  the 
6th  of  November,  1338,  which  was  ratified  on  yes- 
terday. The  bill  fixes  the  minimum  price  of  these 
lands  at  $2  50  per  acre  ; and  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Norvell  brought  in  again  the  joint  resolution 
which  had  unanimously  passed  the  senate  last  year 
authorizing  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  surveys  of  the  western  lakes  to  be  made,  and. 
it  was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  a resolution  to  the  effect 
that  tiie  secretary  of  the  treasury  report  to  the  sen- 
ate whether  any,  and,  if  any,  how  much  would 
have  been  the  deficit  in  the  treasury  if  the  act 
to  appropriate  for  a limited  time  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  land3  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  granting  land  to  certain  states,  which  pass- 
ed both  houses  of  congress,  bad  received  the  appro- 
bation of  the  president,  and  been  acted  on  up  to  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1839.  The  resolution  was  or- 
dered to  lie  over. 

Mr.  Benton  also  introduced  a bill  to  repeal  the 
duty  on  salt,  and  went  at  some  length  into  the 
merits  of  the  measure,  and  Mr.  Davis  expressing  a 
desire  to  reply,  the  subject  was  laid  over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foster  the  senate  took  up  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  state  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  de- 
scribed, and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and 
unappropriated  lands  within  the  same. 

Mr.  F.  advocated  the  bill  at  some  length,  and  ex- 
pressed his  willingness  to  strike  from  it  tiie  proviso, 
that  after  January,  1844,  all  the  lands  within  the 
state  should  be  unconditionally  ceded  to  Tennessee. 
The  bill  was  so  amended,  and  the  question  on  its 
engrossment  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthberr, 
Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Me 
Kean,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Preston,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn., 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
White,  Williams,  of  Miss.,  Young — 33. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Strange.  Williams,  of  Me. 
—3. 

Some  few  private  bills  were  advanced  a stage, 
and,  after  an  executive  session, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Proceedings  of  Thursday,  Jan.  17,  continued  from 
last  week’s  “Register,”  page  336. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  then  modified  his  original  resolu- 
tion to  read— 

“Resolved,  That  the  communication  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States  of  the  8th  of  December,  1838,  re- 
lating to  the  defalcation  of  the  late  collector  of  the  port 
of  New  York,  except  so  much  as  relates  to  a modifica- 
tion of  the  revenue  laws,  be  referred  jto  a select  com- 


mittee of  nine  members,  to  be  appointed  by  the  house, 
vivavoce,  whose  dulyit  shall  be  to,’’  &c. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  if  the  resolution  in  this  form, 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  the  committee 
viva  voce,  was  in  order. 

The  Speaker  decided  it  in  order;  but  that,  if  the 
resolution,  in  its  modified  form,  be  agreed  to,  it 
would  operate  as  a suspension  of  the  rule,  and 
would  require  “a  vote  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present”  to  pass  the  same;  and  that,  if  not 
passed  by  a vote  of  two-thirds,  the  message  of  the 
president  would  remain  the  business  before  the 
house,  subject  to  be  referred  to  a committee  to  be 
appointed  by  ballot,  or  to  any  other  disposition 
which  the  house  might  choose  to  make  of  it. 

The  resolution  being  modified  by  the  mover  to 
read,  “appointed  by  the  house  viva  voce,”  the 
amendment  moved  to  the  original  resolution  by  Mr. 
Garland,  of  Virginia,  and  tiie  amendment  moved 
thereto  by  Mr.  Thomas,  fell. 

Mr.  Marvin  then  moved  to  amend  the  said  resolu- 
tion as  modified  by  the  mover,  by  striking  out  “ viva- 
voce. ,”  and  inserting  by  “ballot.” 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  on  the  amend- 
ment and  ordered,  and  being  taken  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS  —Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Pieman  Allen, 
.1.  W.  Aden,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Wm  B.  Campbell, 
Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Coffin, 
Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darling- 
ton, Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Janies 
Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Giddings,  Goode,  J.  Graham, 
William  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grennell,  Plall, 
Harlan,  Harper,  blastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod, 
Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Jabez  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson, 
William  Cost  Johnson,  Legare,  Lincoln,  Mallory, 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  M.  Morris,  C. 
Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pickens, 
Pope,  Potts,  Prentiss,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Robinson,  Rum- 
sey,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Augustine 
H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Til- 
linghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White,  John 
White,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams^ Chris- 
topher H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  and  Yorke — 113. 

NAYS' — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Boul- 
din,  Broadhead,  Bronson,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  John 
Campbell,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cleaveland, 
Coles,  Connor,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee, 
DeGraff,  Dromecole,  Duncan,  Elmore,  Farrington, 
Isaac  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Ha- 
ley, Hamer,  Plarrison,  Haw  kins,  Haynes,  Plolsey,  Plolt, 
Howard,  Plublev,  W.  II.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hun- 
ter, Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Klingensnrith.  Lead- 
better,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Jas.  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan, 
McClure,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Mur- 
ray, Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Payn- 
ter,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Potter,  Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss, 
Reily,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Charles  Shepard, 
Sheplor,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Vnnderveer, 
Wagener,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams,  Ja- 
red W.  Williams,  Worthingion,  and  Yell — 105. 

So  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Marvin  was 
agreed  to. 

[Mr.  Dawson,  when  his  name  was  called,  in- 
quired of  the  chair  whether,  if  this  motion  were 
rejected,  and  the  words  “viva  voce”  inserted,  it 
would  require  two-thirds  to  pass  the  resolution? 
The  chair  replying  in  the  affirmative,  Mr.  Dawson 
said,  then  I vote  aye.] 

Mr.  Kennedy , before  the  result  of  the  vote  was 
announced,  asked  leave  to  have  his  name  recorded 
in  the  affirmative,  he  having  been  accidentally  ab- 
sent when  the  vote  was  taken  ; but  the  house  (as 
usual  in  all  such  cases)  refused  the  request. 

The  resolutions  as  amended  were  then  agreed  to 
in  the  following  words: 

“ Resolved , That  the  communication  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  of  the  8th  of  December, 
1838,  relating  to  the  defalcation  of  the  late  collector  of 
the  port  of  New  York,  except  so  much  as  relates  to  a 
modification  of  the  revenue  laws,  be  referred  to  a se- 
lect committee  of  nine  members,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  house  by  ballot,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire 
into  the  causesund  extent  of  the  late  defalcations  of 
the  customhouse  at  New  York  and  other  places — the 
length* of  time  they  have  existed — the  correctness  of 
the  returns  which  have  been  made  by  the  collectors, 
naval  and  other  officers,  and  the  deposit^  banks,  re- 
spectively, and  all  such  facts  connected  with  the  said 
defalcations  as  may  be  deemed  material  to  develope 
their  true  character. 

“Be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be 
required  to  inquire  into  and  make  report  of  any  defal- 
cations among  the  collectors,  receivers,  and  disbursers 
of  the  public  money,  which  may  now  exist ; who  are 
the  defaulters,  the  amount  of  defalcations,  the  length  of 
time  they  have  existed,  and  the  causes  which  led  to 
them  : and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers.” 
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A.  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Coffin  to  proceed 
forthwith  to  ballot  for  members  ol  the  committee. 

Mr.  Grant  moved  to  adjourn  ; lost.  Mr.  Coffin’s 
motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  house  accor- 
dinglj'  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs.  Garland,  of 
Virginia,  Marvin,  of  New  York,  and  Dromgoole,  ol 
Virginia,  were  appointed  to  tell  the  votes  : and 
Mr.  Garland,  reported  the  result  of  the  ballot  as 
follows, jViz : 

Total  number  of  votes  given  - - 210 

Necessary  to  a choice  ...  106 

Of  which  Mr.  Harlan  received  125  votes;  Mr. 
Curtis  123;  Mr.  Wise  120;  Mr.  Dawson  119;  Mr. 
F.  O.  J.  Smith  117  ; Mr.  Elmore  112;  and  these 
six  were  declared  duly  elected. 

A great  number  of  other  gentlemen  were  voted 
lor,  but  failed  to  obtain  the  number  of  votes  neces- 
sary to  elect  any  one  of  them. 

The  house  therefore  proceeded,  (at  a little  after 
fen  o’clock,)  to  a second  ballot:  which  resulted  as 
follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  ...  125 

Necessary  to  a choice  • 63 

Of  which  Mr.  Cushman  received  99  votes;  Mr. 
Hopkins  98  ; Mr.  Hubley  94  ; and  were  declared 
duly  chosen. 

The  committee  being  thus  completed,  the  house, 
at  a little  before  11  o’clock,  adjourned. 

Friday,  January  18.  As  soon  as  the  journal  was 
read,  Mr.  Elmore  rose,  and  preferred  a request  to 
the  house  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  select 
committee  raised  last  night  on  the  defalcations  of 
Swartwout  and  Price.  Mr.  E.  gave  his  reasons  at 
length,  which  will  be  published  hereafter,  and  his 
application  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Bouldin,  Gren- 
nell,  Dawson,  Wise,  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  Mer- 
cer, Reed,  Menefee,  and  Pope,  and  sustained  by 
Messrs.  Haynes  and  Craig,  when,  on  taking  the 
question  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  result  was,  yeas 
118,  nays  95.  So  Mr.  Elmore  was  excused.  Mr. 
Cushman  then  preferred  the  same  request,  and  the 
house  also  excused  him — yeas  106,  nays  99. 

Mr.  Hubley  also  asked  to  be  excused,  which  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Biddle,  Johnson,  of  Md.,  Wise, 
arid  Naylor,  and  sustained  by  Messrs.  Potter  and 
Craig;  when,  on  taking  the  question,  the  vote 
was — yeas  121,  nays  6S. 

So  Mr.  Hubley  was  also  excused. 

Mr.  Underwood  asked  leave  to  submit  a resolu- 
tion authorizing  the  speaker  to  fill  up  the  three  va- 
cancies. 

The  Chair  pronounced  it  out  of  order,  on  the 
ground  that  the  house  having  passed  an  existing 
order  that  the  committee  should  be  elected  in  a 
particular  form,  it  would  require  a rescinding  reso- 
lution before  that  form  could  be  changed. 

Mr.  Wise  then  moved  that  the  house  proceed 
now  to  fill  the  three  vacancies  by  ballot,  further 
moving  a call  of  the  house,  and  demanding  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which,  being  ordered,  were  104 
to  81.  Mr.  Robertson  moved  a call  of  the  house: 
decided  in  the  negative.  Mr.  Crary  expressed  a 
wish  that  the  members  of  the  house  would  move 
some  concert  of  action,  and  thereby  save  the  time 
of  the  house;  and,  having  that  object  in  view,  he 
would  move  to  strike  out  the  word  “ now,”  from 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Wise,)  and  insert  the  words  “ will  to-morrow  pro- 
ceed” to  fill  the  three  vacancies.  Mr.  Pelrilcin  in- 
quired if  a majority  or  a plurality  of  votes  would 
be  required  to  determine  the  ballot.  The  Speaker 
decided  that  it  would  require,  by  the  rules  of  the 
house,  a majority  on  the  first  ballot,  and,  on  the 
second  a plurality.  Mr.  Menefee  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  motion  for  a call  of  the 
house ; which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Crary  then 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
proceed  now  to  ballot,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

The  house  accordingly  proceeded  to  ballot. 


Messrs.  Marvin,  J.  Garland,  and  Touccy  were  ap- 
pointed tellers;  and  the  following  was  the 
Result  of  the  first  ballot : 


Number  of  votes  given, 

. 

- 

203 

Necessary  to  a choice, 

- 

- 

102 

Of  which  Haynes  received 

- 

. - 

96 

Potter, 

- 

- 

.98 

Taylor, 

- 

- 

97 

(Many  others  received  fewer  votes.) 
So  there  was  no  choice'. 


Mr.  Haynes  and  Mr.  Taylor  successively  stated 
that  they  could  not  serve  if  elected,  and  desired 
their  friends  to  vote  for  some  other  candidates.  Mr. 
Jones,  of  New  York,  moved  an  adjournment.  Lost. 
Mr.  Parker  moved  a call  of  the  house.  Lost.  Mr. 
Toucey  moved  to  adjourn.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  demanded  by  several;  and,  being  taken,! 
stood  yeas  30,  nays  166.  So  the  house  refused  to  i 
adjourn.  | 


Mi.  Jldams  inquired,  since  two  of  the  gentlemen 
who  had  received  the  highest  number  of  votes  had 
declined  serving,  il  elected,  whether  a plurality 
would  now  elect,  or  a majority  would  be  necessary  ? 
The  Chair  was  understood  to  reply  that  a plurality 
would  be  sufficient.  Mr.  Potter  now  said  that  the 
state  of  his  health  was  such  as  would  disable  him 
from  serving  if  chosen.  Mr.  McKennan  moved  a 
call  ol  the  house,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  to  adjourn.  Mr.  Wise  raised 
the  question  of  order  whether  a motion  to  adjourn 
was  in  order,  no  action  of  the  house  having  inter- 
vened since  it  was  last  made.  Mr.  Dromgoole 
withdrew  his  motion;  and  the  question  recurring 
on  Mr  McKennan’s  motion  for  a call,  it  was  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows:  yeas  57,  nays 
102.  So  the  call  was  refused.  Mr.  Dromgoole 
moved  an  adjournment.  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
asked,  but  refused,  and  the  vote  being  taken  by 
tellers,  resulted  : ayes  63,  noes  90.  So  the  house 
refused  to  adjourn. 

It  then  proceeded  to  a second  ballot  for  three 
members  of  the  committee,  the  same  tellers  count- 
ing. 

Mr.  Garland  reporded  that — 

Mr.  Martin  had  received  - 94  votes. 

Mr.  Taylor,  - - - 94 

Mr.  Wagener,  92 

Which  being  a plurality  over  the  remaining  in- 
dividuals voted  for,  they  were  accordingly  declared 
to  be  duly  chosen.  Mr.  Graves  moved  to  adjourn, 
but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Wise,  who  said  that,  as  the  committee  was  now 
organized,  he  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution  to 
facilitate  its  investigations.  Mr.  Dromgoole  ob- 
jecting— Mr.  Wise  moved  to  suspend  the  rules. 
Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  to  adjourn  ; which  motion 
was  negatived  : ayes  67,  noes  72.  Mr.  Wagener 
now  rose,  and  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving  on 
the  committee.  Mr.  Dromgoole  suggested  that  the 
question  be  taken  now  on  this  request,  lest  the  gen- 
tleman lose  the  opportunity  of  making  his  objec- 
tion under  the  rules.  The  Chair  said  the  gentle- 
man, having  intimated  his  objection,  would  have 
an  opportunity  to  make  his  motion  to-morrow,  after 
the  reading  of  the  journal.  The  question  on  sus- 
pending the  rules  to  allow'  of  Mr.  YVise’s  resolution 
being  recieved  now  recurring,  it  was  decided  : 
yeas  83,  nays  62:  not  two-thirds:  so  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  Taylor  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving  on 
the  committee,  and  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Beatty  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  ; but  the 
house  refused  to  order  them.  The  question  wa'S 
then  decided  by  tellers  and  carried  : ayes  73,  noes 
54. 

And  thereupon  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  January  19.  The  journal  having  been 
read, 

The  Speaker  stated  that  the  business  first  in  or- 
der was  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Taylor)  which  was  pending  at  the  ad- 
journment of  the  house  yesterday,  that  he  be  excu- 
sed from  serving  as  a member  of  the  select  commit- 
tee on  the  Swartwout  defalcation.  Mr.  Gray  moved 
a call  of  the  house  ; which  was  ordered.  And  the 
roll  having'been  called,  161  members  answered  to 
their  names.  A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Goode 
that  all  further  proceedings  on  the  call  be  suspended  ; 
which  motion  was  rejected.  The  names  of  the  ab- 
sentees were  then  called,  when  there  appeared  186 
members  answering  to  their  names.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Boon,  further  proceedings  on  the  call  w;ere  dis- 
pensed with. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Taylor  that  he  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  said 
committee  ; a long  debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs. 
Taylor,  Wise,  Gray,  Sibley,  Prentiss,  Haynes,  Ma- 
son, of  Ohio,  W.  Thompson,  Bouldin,  E.  Moore,  and 
Rice  Garland  participated. 

When  Mr.  Petrikin  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion ; which  was  seconded  by  the  house.  And  the 
main  question  (which  was  on  excusing  Mr.  Taylor) 
having  been  ordered  to  be  now  taken,  Mr.  H7se 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered, 
and  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas,  102; 
nays,  102.  The  house  being  equally  divided,  the 
Speaker  exercised  his  right  of  voting,  and  voted  in 
the  affirmative,  making  the  yeas  103. 

So  the  request  of  Mr.  Taylor  to  be  excused  from 
serving  on  the  cominittee  was  granted,  and  he  was 
excused  accordingly. 

Mr.  Wagener  now  rose  and  preferred  a similar  re- 
quest, accompanying  it  with  some  remarks,  which 
are  necessarily  deferred.  Mr.  Wise  commented  on 
the  excuse  of  Mr.  Wagener.  He  said  it  amounted 
to  this  : he  must  be  excused  because  he  had  not 
been  “ a candidate”  for  a place  on  the  committee. 
And  what  was  the  committee?  A jury  to  try  ? So 
the  gentleman  had  considered  it : and  so  -Mr.  W. 
would  look  at  it  for  a moment,  though  that  was  a 


false  view’ of  the  case.  Well:  the  house  had  refu- 
sed to  permit  the  Speaker,  as  sheriff,  to  impanel  the 
jury,  but  had  itself  elected  those  who  weie  to  com- 
pose it;  and  now  the  gentleman  refused  to  serve  be- 
cause he  had  not  been  a candidate  lor  the  appoint- 
ment. What  I must  the  house  place  on  a jury  to 
try,  no  persons  but  such  as  were  the  chosen  candi- 
dates of  the  party  to  be  tried  ? [Mr.  Wagener  here 
explained;  but  the  explanation  was  not  distinctly 
heard  by  the  reporter.]  Mr.  Wise  replied.  The 
gentleman  had  said  that  there  were  other  gentlemen 
who  were  candidates  ; and  it  was  true  that  one  had 
declined  serving  as  one  of  the  tellers,  expressly  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  a candidate.  Mr.  Hamer.  Does 
the  gentleman  allude  to  me  ? Mr.  Wise.  1 did.  Mr. 
Hamer.  When  did  I ever  announce  myself  as  a can- 
didate ? What  I said  was,  that  I understood  that  some 
gentleman  had  voted  for  me,  and,  therefore,  if  was 
not  proper  that  I should  serve  as  a judge  of  election. 
Mr.  Wise.  The  gentleman  certainly  did  say  ex- 
pressly that  he  w'as,  or  understood  himself  to  be,  a 
candidate.  Mr.  Hamer.  I did  use  the  word  can- 
didate, but  in  the  connexion  I have  stated.  The 
word  is  ordinarily  applied  to  all  persons  whose 
names  are  on  a ticket,  or  who  are  voted  for  in  any 
election  ; and  in  the  west  no  such  person  can  legally 
serve  as  a judge  of  election. 

Mr.  Wise  said  the  explanation  did  not  vary  the 
statement  : it  W’as  after  the  first  ballot,  and,  of 
course,  when  a plurality  was  sufficient  to  elect  him. 
He  knew  it  had  been  said  playfully  ; but  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Wagenc-r)  used  the 
term  in  serious  earnest.  But  all  this  was  taking  him 
out  of  his  track.  The  gentleman  had  said  that  he 
had  been  no  candidate,  while  others  were.  Yes  : 
no  doubt  six  out  of  the  nine  would  have  been  found 
to  be  “ candidates,”  had  the  speaker  had  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  committee.  But  the  gentleman 
took  a false  view  of  the  case.  This  committee  were 
not  a jury  to  try;  nor  were  they  a batch  of  county- 
court  lawyers,  to  meet  in  two  separate  rooms — one 
set  to  draw  up  an  indictment,  and  the  other  to  find 
out  exceptions  to  it.  They  were  neither  a commit- 
tee of  advocates,  nor  a jury  to  try.  No:  they  were 
the  grand  jury  of  twenty-four;  the  jury  to  inquire; 
the  grand  inquest  of  the  country.  And,  in  the  com- 
position of  such  a jury,  neither  the  sheriff  speaker 
nor  the  sheriff  house  ought  to  be  allowed  to  select 
either  the  friends  of  the  accused  only,  or  the  friends 
of  the  commonwealth  only,  or  at  all.  He  would 
refer  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  the 
practice  of  his  own  Keystone  stale  : how  was 

the  grand  jury  in  that  state  appointed  ? by  the  wheel, 
or  by  ballot  ? But  what  had  the  house  this  day  heaid  ? 
A gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Moore)  had 
risen  in  his  place  and  told  the  secret  of  their  policy  : 
yes,  democrats  as  they  professed  fo  be,  they  were 
resolved  that  the  will  of  an  ascertained,  admitted, 
indisputable  majority  of  the  body  should  be  defeat- 
ed. After,  through  their  official  organ  here,  preach- 
ing for  weeks  about  useless  debate  and  vexatious 
delays;  now,  after  a committee  had  been  chosen  by 
a clear  majority  of  the  house,  they  had  consumed 
two  entire  days  in  warring,  by  every  conceivable 
device  and  evasion  against  the  expressed  will  of  a 
majority.  They  were  nobly  carrying  out  the  exam- 
ple of  the  “illustrious  predecessor”  of  the  present 
chief  magistrate,  who  had  denounced  all  commit- 
tees of  inquiry  as  “worse  than  a Spanish  inqui- 
sition.” They  were  going  on  his  doctrine  that  a 
committee  of  inquiry  was  a committee  to  impeach. 
Let  them  carry  out  their  plan  ; and  let  the  commit- 
tee consist  of  all  whigs,  if  they  would  have  it  so : 
still,  if  it  should  turn  out  that  the  secretary  must  be 
impeached,  they  would  try  the.  impeachment,  before 
the  gentleman’s  own  senate,  in  the  face  of  their  re- 
doubled majority  there. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  not  himself  been  “ a candi- 
date” for  a place  on  this  committee.  If  his  own 
feelings  and  Ids  express  request  to  his  friends  had 
been  regarded,  he  should  gladly  have  been  excused. 
The  gentleman  from  New'  York  had  assigned  him 
the  place,  and  given  him  the  title  ol'  prosecutor. 
Let  the  party  dub  him  piosecutor,  if  they  would.  At 
all  events  he  should  not  show  himself  such  a sort  of 
prosecutor  as  some  of  those  whom  the  speaker  had 
placed  on  a former  committee  of  inquiry. 

Mr.  Jenifer  here  addressed  the  house  with  much 
animation.  [A  report  of  his  speech,  which  was  of 
some  length.,  will  be  given  hereafter.] 

Mr.  Bynum  addressed  the  house  at  considerable 
length,  as  well  as  with  considerable  warmth.  [A 
report  of  his  speech  is  necessarily  deferred.] 

[In  the  course  or  his  speech,  Mr.  Bynum  spoke 
of  the  certainty  that  the  secretary  woufd  be  black- 
ened in  reputation  by  the  committee.] 

Mr.  lErsedemanded  explanation  ; andwhetherhe 
meant  to  say  that  the  committee  would  Intentionally 
misrepresent  what  was  true, or  say  what  was  not  true? 
and  whether  Mr.W..  as  one  of  the  members,  had  ever 
done,  or  would  do  so  ? Mr.  Bynum  said,  were  he  not 
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disposed,  of  his  own  accord,  to  do  ail  that  was  fair, 
he  should  disdain  to  answer  the  inquiry  ; but  he 
was  determined  to  look  at  the  country  and  to  look 
at  his  party.  He  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  as  an  individual.  He  should 
scorn  to  answer  any  question  which  required  him 
to  select  that  gentleman,  or  any  other,  from  the 
rest  of  the  committee.  There  were  some  gentle- 
men on  the  committee  for  whom  he  had  the  highest 
respect;  but  a demand  ot  the  kind  which  had  been 
made,  would  of  itself  prevent  his  expressing  any 
opinion  of  individuals — [Mr.  Wise  still  insisted. 
The  gentleman  had  made  some  exceptions.  Did 
he  mean  to  designate  him?]  Mr.  B.  said,  if  the 
gentleman  wished  to  put  questions  to  him,  he  had 
better  wait  till  he  had  concluded.  The  gentleman’s 
scorpion  rod  had  no  terrors  for  him.  Would  he 
force  gentlemen  to  say  they  did  not  believe  his  de- 
clarations ? The  gentlemen  might  have  believed 
them:  might  have  made  them  in  good  faith.  He 
had  no  explanations  to  make  to  the  gentleman. 
Mr.  Bynum  continued  his  speech,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  made  some  severe  animadversions  upon 
the  whig  side  of  the  house,  &c.  Mr.  Slunlij  replied 
with  equal  severity  in  a speech  which  will  be  here- 
after reported,  and  some  remarks  passed  between 
him  and  Mr.  Bynum  of  a personally  hostile  char- 
acter. 

When  Mr.  Stanly  concluded  — 

Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson  obtained  the  floor,  and 
was  earnestly  entreated  by  Mr.  Bynum  to  yield  it, 
that  he  might  reply  to  Mr.  Sianly  ; but  he  steadily 
refused  to  do  so,  assuring  the  gentleman  that  he 
would  find  Mr.  J.  was  actuated,  in  so  doing,  by  a 
good  motive.  He  found  that  the  debate,  after  being 
long  continued  and  conducted  with  great  earnest- 
ness, was  at  length  beginning  to  wear  a slightly 
personal  tinge.  Nothing,  however,  had  yet  occur- 
red to  warrant  any  gentleman  to  take  serious  of- 
fence. But,  should  the  debate  proceed  further,  it 
might,  perhaps,  lead  to  unpleasant  consequence? — 
in  discussion,  he  meant  of  course,  nothing  more; 
nothing,  he  repeated  it,  had  occurred  which  any 
gentleman  ought  to  carry  without  the  limits  of  the 
house;  but  as  some  indications  had  appeared — some 
little  specks  of  war  dimly  seen  on  the  horizon,  he 
was  confirmed  in  his  conviction  that  he  ought  not 
to  yield  the  floor,  lest  worse  consequences  should 
ensue.  Before  he  resumed  his  seat  he  should  make 
a motion,' which,  if  it  prevailed,  would  put  a stop 
to  the  debate. 

The  true  and  only  question  before  the  house  was 
whether  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Wagener,)  should  be  excused  from  serving  on  the 
committee  ? Mr.  J.  would  now  go  on  to  assign  the 
reasons  why  he  had  thus  faracted  in  favor  of  excus- 
ing the  several  gentlemen  who  had  asked  it,  and 
why,  hereafter,  he  should  vote  to  refuse  farther 
leave.  He  had  earlier  come  to  the  determination 
not  to  excuse  any  more  applicants  ; but  the  appeal 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Taylor,) 
for  whom  he  had  the  highest  regard,  and  in  which 
that  gentleman  declared  that  lie  felt  himself  in- 
competent to  discharge  the  duty  that  would  de- 
volve upon  him  if  appointed,  had  induced  Mr.  J.  to 
give  the  vote  he  had  done  to  excuse  him.  The 
reason  of  his  friend  was  to  him  entirely  satisfactory, 
and  a valid  reason  why  he  should  be  excused.  He 
knew  at  the  time  he  changed  his  vote  that  it  would 
change  the  result,  but  he  did  not  regret  it. 

As  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Wagener,)  who  now  asked  the  same  favor,  none 
coufd  esteem  him  more  than  Mr.  J. ; there  was  no 
member  of  the  house  for  whom  he  had  greater  per- 
sonal kindness  ; he  had  know  n the  gentleman  long ; 
but  still  he  must  vote  against  excusing  him  from  the 
duty  assigned  to  him  by  the  house. 

The  first  question  had  been,  whether  they  should 
have  any  committee  at  all?  then,  whether  it  should 
be  a democratic  committee?  or  a conservative-whig 
committee  ? whether  it  should  be  appointed  by  the 
chair,  or  elected  viva  voce,  or  chosen  by  ballot.  The 
battle  had  been  long  and  ably  fought ; and  it  had  re- 
sulted in  the  determination  to  take  from  the  chair 
the  nomination  of  the  committee,  to  reject  the  propo- 
sition for  voting  viva  voce,  and  to  adopt  the  ballot. 
The  next  question  had  been,  whether  the  house 
should  vote  lor  whom  it  pleased,  or  should  yield  to 
dictation?  Some  had  been  excused;  and  he  had 
voted  to  excuse  them,  not  because  he  deemed  their 
reasons  conclusive,  but  as  an  act  of  courtesy  which 
he  was  reluctant  to  refuse.  Another,  election  had 
been  held,  in  a manner  strictly  parliamentary,  and 
in  exact  obedience  to  a rule  ot  the  house,  and  three 
other  members  hiul  been  chosen;  and  now — because 
the  choice  had  not  been  acceptable  to  a certain  por- 
tion of  the  house,  were  they  to  overturn  and  destroy 
the  eternal  fundamental  democratic  principle  that 
“the  majority  shall  rule?”  He  trusted  not.  He 
had  stretched  courtesy  as  far  as  it  would  go.  He 
had  excused  several  gentlemen  because  they  asked 


it ; but  was  this  to  go  on,  and  the  house  to  be  thrown 
into  the  same  state  of  confusion  again  on  Monday? 
On  Monday  morning  the  very  same  argument  would 
be  used  ; still  farther  delay  might  be  occasioned,  and 
thus,  in  the  end,  the  will  of  a decided  majority  of  the 
house  effectually  defeated. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, (Mr  Bynum,) 
had  alluded  to  a caucus.  Mr.  J.  said  he  had  never 
attended  one  since  he  came  to  Washington.  He 
submitted  to  no  party  dictation  ; he  wrote  his  own 
ticket — acted  on  his  own  judgment;  and  w’hen  talked 
to  of  party  ties  he  laughed  at  them.  The  battle  had 
now'  been  fought ; the  question  had  been  decided  ; 
the  session  wa9  far  gone;  there  were  a thousand 
bills  upon  the  table;  was  it  right  to  persist  in  fur- 
ther delay  ? 

Gentlemen  talked  about  their  being  on  other  com- 
mittees; why,  Mr.  J.  had  been  the  last  session,  and 
was  again  the  present  session,  upon  four  commit- 
tees ; that  would  operate  as  no  excuse  for  him. 
Gentlemen  spoke  about  placing  lawyers  on  the  com- 
mittee. God  forbid  that  none  but  lawyers  should  be 
made  the  members  of  it.  Instead,  he  would  select 
the  men  who  talked  the  most  and  consumed  most  of 
the  time'of  the  house,  and  put  them  on  it,  and  let 
them  go,  and  the  house  would  do  more  business  for 
their  being  out  of  the  way.  [A  laugh.]  Lawyers 
were  the  last  men  on  earth  he  would  vote  for.  He 
had  rather  place  on  the  committee  one  plain,  practi- 
cal, “ commonsensical  ” man,  (as  John  Randolph 
used  to  say.)  to  judge  on  matters  of  fact,  ay,  and  on 
an  abstruse  point  of  law,  too,  than  a dozen  technical 
metaphysicians.  The  business  of  that  house  was  so 
various  and  so  extensive  that  all  questions  on  all 
subjects  of  science  and  art  came  at  one  time  or  other 
to  be  decided  by  its  members  : and  why  must  this 
committee  consist  of  lawyers  alone  ? He  knew 
the  capacity  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn?ylvania, 
(Mr.  Wagener;)  the  gentleman  might  not  be  a law- 
yer, but  he  was  a man  of  sense,  and  Pennsylvania 
was  not  the  land 

‘‘Where  genius  sickens  or  where  fancy  dies.” 

[A  laugh.]  Were  gentlemen  prepared  to  go  home 
ai.d  tell  their  constituents  that  they  had  been  mista- 
ken in  them  ? that  they  were  imeompetent  to  the 
duties  of  their  stations  ? If  so,  they  had  better  throw 
up  their  commissions.  Conservatism  ! whigism  ! 
wdiat  had  they  to  do  with  the  question?  Men  who 
were  sold,  soul  and  body,  to  a party — men  who  must 
hear  and  feed  the  lash  of  the  whip  before  they  could 
be  made  to  do  their  duty — might  get  up  on  that  floor 
and  talk  thus  ; but  honest,  honorable  American  le- 
gislators were  not  so  to  be  fettered.  Mr.  J.  had 
ever  refused  to  be  thus  chained  by  party  ties.  He 
had  many  a time  had  to  stand  between  the  cross-fires 
of  two  or  three  parties,  in  a situation  which  few 
would  have  coveted  : for  himself,  he  liked  the  fight. 
But  now,  to  avoid  certain  specks  to  which  he  had  al- 
luded, and  to  prevent  the  debate  from  running  into 
greater  personalities,  he  would  close  by  moving  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Bynum  earnestly  requested  Mr.  Johnson  to 
withdraw  the  motion  ; but  he  refused.  Mr  .Parker 
moved  a call  of  the  house  ; but  the  motion  was  nega- 
tived. The  previous  question  was  now  seconded  by 
the  house,  put,  and  carried;  and  the  main  question 
being  on  excusing  Mr.  Wagener  from  serving  on  the 
committee,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  iollows  : 
yeas  102,  nays  105. 

So  Mr.  Wagener  was  not  excused. 

Mr.  Martin  stated  I hat  he  was  already  a member  of 
two  committees  of  the  house,  and  went  on  to  state 
several  other  reasons  why  he  wished  to  be  excused  ; 
when  the  Chair  reminded  him  that  under  the  rules 
he  had  a right  to  decline  serving,  being  already  on 
two  committees.  Mr.  Martin  thereupon  declined. 
The  Chair  then  stated  that  there  were  two  vacancies 
to  be  filled  in  the  committee.  A motion  was  made 
that  the  house  do  now  proceed  to  ballot  for  the  va- 
cancies on  the  committee,  and  agreed  to.  Mr.  Gray 
wished  to  offer  a single  suggestion  ; but  he  was  call- 
ed to  order,  the  house  having  resolved  now  to  go  into 
the  ballot.  Mr.  Hunter,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  voted 
in  the  affirmative  on  t'ne  question  of  excusing  Mr. 
Wagener,  and  moved  a reconsideration  of  the_vote. 
The  Chair  said  it  Was  not  yet  in  order  to  act  on  that 
motion.  The  house  thereupon  proceeded  to  ballot 
for  two  members  to  fill  the  remaining  vacancies  in 
in  the  committee. 

Mr.  Garland  reported  the  result  ; which  was, 
that  the  total  number  of  votes  cast  had  been  201; 
necessary  to  a choice  101  ; of  which 

Mr.  Foster  had  received  101  votes 

Mr,  Owens  “ ' 103  “ 

Mr.  Hamer  “ 90  “ 

Mr.  Thomas-  “ 84  “ 

and  many  other  gentlemen  smaller  numbers. 

He  also  stated  that,  on  one  ballot,  there  had  been 
three  names  : as  the  tellers  had  no  means  of  ascer- 
taining which  two  of  the  three  to  count,  they  had 
considered  the  ballot  as  blank. 


The  Chair  quoted  the  rule  in  relation  to  blank 
ballots,  and  pronounced  their  decision  to  be,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  chair,  correct.  No  objection  was 
made  to  it  in  the  house.  The  Speaker  thereupon  de- 
clared -Mr.  Foster,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Owens*, 
of  Georgia,  to  be  duly  elected. 

Mr.  Hunter  now  renewed  his  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  Mr.  Wagener  was  not 
excused  from  serving.  Mr.  Skerrod  Williams 
moved  the  previous  question.  Mr.  Evans  moved 
to  lay  upon  the  table  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote;  which  motion  took  precedence  by  the  rule. 
Mr.  Dromgoole  moved  to  adjourn.  Negatived, 

Mr.  Williams  inquired  whether,  should  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  prevail,  Mr.  Wagener  would* 
remain  a member  of  the  committee?  The  Chair 
decided  that  he  would ; but  that  the  house  might 
again  take  up  the  question  to  reconsider  at  any 
time  hereafter.  The  Chair  having  put  the  ques- 
tion— Mr.  Duncan  moved  a call  of  the  house,  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; but  the  house  re- 
fused them.  Mr.  Duncan  then  moved  that  the 
question  be  taken  by  tellers,  but  the  house  refused 
to  order  them  ; and  the  motion  for  a,  call  of  the 
house  was  negatived  without  a count.  The  ques- 
tion being  again  put  to  the  house — Mr.  Duncan 
asked  lor  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered  - 
and  being  taken,  stood  as  follows  : yeas  M3,  nays. 
66.  So  tile  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter  to  reconsider  the 
vote  refusing  to  excuse  Mr.  Wagener  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution .- 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  of  nine,  elected, 
by  this  house  to  investigate  the  late  defalcations  of  pub- 
lic officers,  have  power  to  eiect  a clerk,  to  employ  a 
printer  to  print  for  its  own  use  its  journal  and  other 
papers  required  to  be  copied  for  its  members  ; that  the 
committee  have  leave  to  proceed  to  New  York  or  other- 
places,  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  its  inquiries;  and 
that  the  members  thereof  be  excused  from  attendance- 
upon  the  house  until  it  shall  have  made  its  report. 

Mr.  Beatfy  and  Mr.  Hayngs  objecting,. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  allow 
of  the  motion  being  offered.  The  resolution  was 
again  read.  Mr.  Beatty  moved  to  adjourn.  Mr. 
Menefee  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  hut  with- 
drew the  call,  and  the  motion  was  negatived  with- 
out a count.  The  question  being, put — Mr.  Peirikin 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered, 
and  resulted  as  iollows:  yeas  112,  nays  32.  So  the 
rules  were  suspended.  The  above  resolution  was 
then  again  read.  Mr  Harken  moved  the  previous 
question,  which  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried;; 
and  the  main  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  re- 
solution, Mr.  Peirikin  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  but  the  house  refused  to  order  them..  The 
question  being  put  on  the  resolution,  a member 
moved  a call  of  the  house,  but  it  was  pronounced 
out  of  order,  the  previous  question  having  been 
seconded.  The  question  was  then  put,  anti  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Peirikin  moved  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote,  and  the  postponement 
of  the  question  until  Monday.  Mr.  Cushing  de- 
manded the  previous  question.  Mr.  Duncan  moved 
a call  of  the  house.  Lost.  Mr.  Peirikin  withdrew 
his  motion  to  reconsider,  saying  he  would  renew 
it  on  Monday.  Mr.  Wise,  to  settle  that  matter 
now,  moved  to  reconsider,  and  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question.  Mr.  Peirikin  moved  a call  of  the 
house.  Lost.  The  previous  question  was  second- 
ed, put,  and  carried  ; and  the  main  question  being 
on  the  reconsideration,  it  was  negatived  without  a 
count;  so  the  house  refused  to  reconsider  the  vote 
adopting  Mr.  Wise’s  resolution. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a message 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  suggest- 
ing the  propriety  of  extending  the  provision  of  the 
insolvent  law  of  March  2,  1837,  to  cases  which 
may  have  occurred  before  the  1st  January,  1839. 

A message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  in  reply  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  the  14th  instant,  respecting  the  pro- 
ceedings under  the  act  of  the  28th  June  last„pro- 
viding  for  examinations  of  inventions  to  prevent 
the  explosion  of  steam-boilers,  &c. 

A message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States  transmitting  a letter  from  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  upon  the  subject  of  the  Florida  claim, 
under  the  treaty  with  Spain  of  3819,  &c. 

A message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  a report  of  the  director  of  the 
mint,  showing  the  operations  of  that  institution  du- 
ring the  year  1838. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting 
the  information  required  by  a resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  14th  instant,  in  re- 
lation to  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  of  last 
session  for  (lie  erection  and  repairs  ot  arsenals. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  trans- 
mitting further  information  in  reply  to  a resolution 
• of  the  31st  ult.,  concerning  the  omission  of  Samuel 
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SwartwQiU,  late  collector  of  New  York,  to  file,  in 
the  treasury  department,  his  second  official  bond,  in 
Hie  spring  of  1S3-1. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting, 
in  compliance  with  the  act  of  May  1,  1820,  a state- 
ment by  the  second  comptroller,  of  the  appropria- 
tions and  expenditures  for  1838,  and  the  balances 
remaining  in  the  treasury  on  the  3lst  of  December 
of  that  year. 

A letter  from  (he  secretary  of  state,  in  answer  to 
a resolution  of  the  house  of  14lh  Instant,  stating 
that  there  hre  no  accounting  officers  attached  to  the 
department  of  state  ; that  in  no  case,  when  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  the  secretary,  under  existing 
laws,  to  decide  upon  claims  against  the  government, 
are  reports  of  any  committees  of  either  house  of 
congress  recognized  as  a proper  foundation  upon 
which  to  allow  them;  and  that  no  claims  have,  un- 
der his  administration  of  the  department,  been  al- 
lowed in  consequence  of  such  reports. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  state  in  answer  to 
a resolution  of  the  house  ol  the  14th  instant,  as  to 
who  are  employed  at  this  time  by  the  Federal  go- 
vernment, as  printers,  to  publish  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  reply 
to  a resolution  of  the  14th  instant,  stating  that 
in  the  settlement  of  claims  by  that  department, 
reports  of  committees  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives are  not  recognized  as  a proper  foundation 
to  allow  any  claim  against,  the  government,  and  that 
no  claim  has  been  allowed  in  consequence  of  such 
reports. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in  reply  to  the 
same  resolution,  transmitting  a similar  answer. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a 
report  of  the  survey  of  the  Neenale  and  Fox  rivers, 
in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  (he  14th  instant. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a 
communication  from  the  commissioner  of  Indian  af- 
fairs, with  a statement  of  all  persons  employed  by 
that  department  during  the  year  1837. 

And  the  house  at  a little  before  seven  o’clock,  ad- 
journed. 

Monday,  January  21.  Mr.  Haynes  made  an  inef- 
fectual attempt  to  induce  the  house  to  go  into  com- 
mittee on  the  president’s  message,  the  vote  being 
84  to  74,  not  two-thirds. 

Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Crrolina,  on  leave,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution,  which  was  agreed  [ 
to. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  requested  to 
inform  the  house,  as  soon  as  he  can,  what  number  of 
the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians  are  now  remaining  in  the 
state  of  North  Carolina ; what  means  the  government 
has  provided  for  their  subsistence,  and  why  they  were 
not  removed  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  the  provisions  of  an  act  of 
congress,  passed  at  the  last  session;  and,  also,  how,  to 
whom,  and  for  what  has  the  money  appropriated  under 
that  act,  for  subsistence  and  removal  of  the  Cherokee 
Indians,  been  expended  and  applied. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee, reported  the  following  resolution ; which 
was  concurred  in. 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee,  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  charges  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors 
against  P.  K.  Lawrence,  judge  of  the  district  court  of 
the  United  Slates,  for  the  state  of  Louisiana,  be  author- 
ized to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

Petitions  were  then  called  for  in  tne  order  of 
states,  and  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Evans,  Rob- 
inson, Davee,  and  Jlnderson,  of  Maine. 

By  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Grennell,  Reed,  Cushing, 
Lincoln,  Borden,  Saltonstall,  Purmenter,  and  Adams, 
of  Massachusetts. 

When  it  came  to  Mr.  Adams's  turn,  that  gentle- 
man rose  and  asked  leave  to  make  a statement  to 
the  house  explanatory  of  his  real  position  in  refer- 
ence to  the  abolition  petitions.  He  remarked  that 
that  position  did  not  seem  to  be  understood  by  a 
large  portion  of  the  country,  especially  in  the  south, 
and  he  further  asked  this  courtesy  of  the  house  be- 
cause he  had  received  a number  of  letters  threaten- 
ing him  with  assassination  for  the  course  he  had 
pursued  on  this  subject. 

Objection  was  made  to  Mr.  A.’s  request,  where- 
upon 

Mr.  Grennell  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule, 
and 

Mr.  Bond  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  ; which, 
being  ordered,  were — yeas  117,  nays  58,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  ,T.  W. 
Allen,  Andrews,  Aycrigg,  Beatty,  Bicknell,  Biddle, 
Bond,  Borden,  Bouidin,  Buchanan,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun, 
J.  Calhoon,  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Childs, Coffin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Cushing,  Darlington, 
Davee,  Davies,  De  Graff,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans, 
Everett,  Ewinsr,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fry,  Rice 
Garland,  Giddings,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Grant- 
land,  Graves,  Gray,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Harper, 


Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Howard,  Jenifer,  Henry 
Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
Kemble,  Kennedy,  Klingensmith,  Lewis,  Lincoln, 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  Rob- 
ert McClellan,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Milligan,  Mit- 
chell, Moore,  Calvary  Morris,  Navlor,  Noyes,  Parker, 
I’armenter,  Pearce,  reck,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Pope,  Potts, 
Pratt,  John  H.  Pientiss,  S.  S.  Prentiss,  Putnam,  Rari- 
den,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  E.  Robinson,  Rumse.y, 
Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Shefler,  Shields,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stuart,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Tillinghast,  'Poland,  Underwood,  Vail,  Vanderveer, 
Albert  S.  White,  J.  White,  Whittlesey,  1 ewis  Wil- 
liams, Jared  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  H. 
Williams,  and  Yorke — 117. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Banks,  Beers,  Birdsall, 
Boon,  Bronson,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Coles,  Connor, 
Crabb,  Deberry,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Farrington, 
James  Graham,  Grant,  Griffin,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hubley,  Robert  M. 
T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Joseph  Johnson,  Logan,  Lyon, 
Mallory,  James  M.  Mason,  McKay,  Abraham  McClel- 
lan, Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Samuel  W. 
Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Parris,  Petrikin,  Richardson, 
Rives,  Sawyer,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Sheploi,  Spencer, 
Stanly,  Stone,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Turney,  Sherrod 
Williams,  Word,  and  Yell — 58. 

So  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Mams  then  proceeded  at  length  to  explain 
the  views  he  entertained  on  the  subject  of  abolition 
and  anti-slavery  memorials.  His  course  had  been 
dictated  purely  with  reference  to  maintaining  and 
preserving  the  sacred  right  of  petition.  Pie  was 
not,  however,  disposed  to  grant  the  prayer  of  these 
petitions,  so  far  as  regarded  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  ; on  the  contrary,  if  the 
question  were  presented  to  him  to-morrow,  he 
should  vote  against  it.  This  avowal  had  been 
made  by  him  six  years  ago  on  the  presentation  of 
the  first  abolition  petition  by  him,  and  his  opinion, 
after  an  attentive  perusal  of  all  that  had  been  writ- 
ten on  the  subject,  had  undergone  no  change,  though 
it  might  possibly  be  altered  by  a full  and  free  dis- 
cussion of  it  in  the  house.  Of  that  portion  of  the 
prayer  of  these  memorials  remonstrating  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  (a  question  he  considered 
now  as  settled,)  and  that  asking  for  the  suppression 
of  the  domestic  slave-trade  between  the  states,  he 
was  warmly  an  advocate,  as  these  were  questions, 
he  regarded,  peculiarly  under  the  control  of  con- 
gress. 

Petitions  were  then  presented  by  Messrs.  Cran- 
ston and  Tillinghast  of  Rhode  Island. 

By  Messrs.  Hall,  Allen,  and  Everett  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  Everett  presented  certain  joint  resolutions  of 
the  state  of  Vermont,  passed  unanimously  by  the 
legislature  of  that  state,  praying  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
Union,  and  praying  for  the  rescinding  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  house  of  representatives  on 
the  12th  of  December  last  upon  the  subject  of  abo- 
lition. 

The  Speaker  ruled  that  these  resolutions  them- 
selves fell  under  the  operation  of  Mr.  Atherton’s 
resolution,  and  therefore,  as  relating  to  abolition, 
must  go  on  the  table. 

Mr  'Everett  took  an  appeal  from'  this  decision, 
and  after  some  debate,  Mr.  Parris  moved  to  lay  the 
appeal  on  the  table,  but  before  the  question  was 
taken 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  January  22.  Mr.  Haynes  made  an  in- 
effectual attempt  to  induce  the  house  to  go  into 
committee  on  the  president’s  message. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  on  his  own  motion,  was  excused 
from  further  attendance  on  the  memorial  of  Fran- 
cis P.  Blair. 

Mr.  Casey,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
rep'orted  without  amendmentsenate  bill  authorizing 
the  president  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the 
mineral  lands  in  the  several  states  and  territories 
belonging  to  the  United  States  to  be  sold  as  other 
public  lands. 

Also,  with  amendments,  senate  bill  for  the  relief 
of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkansas,  who  lost  their  im- 
provements in  consequence  of  a treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Choctaw  Indians. 

Also,  a bill  to  grant  to  the  counties  of  Lee,  Des 
Moines,  Jackson,  and  Dubuque,  (Iowa  territory,) 
land  to  aid  in  erecting  county  buildings. 

Mr.  Martin,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  the  bill,  which  was  recommitted  on  the 
3d  instant,  reorganizing  the  district  courts  in 
the  District  of  Alabama,  with  amendments;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  subsequently  en- 
grossed, and  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

A number  of  private  bills  were  reported,  and 
unfavorable  reports  made  on  private  claims. 

Mr.  Everett,  on  leave,  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which,  under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  house  copies  of  the  instructions  given  for 


negotiating  the  treaties  with  the  Pottawatninie  Indians 
of  the  20th,  26th,  and  27th  October,  1832;  and  of  all 
the  correspondence  of,  or  with,  the  department  before 
and  after  those  dates,  relating  to  the  negotiation  of  said 
treaties,  or  to  the  execution  before  the  ratification  of  the 
same  ; and  also  copies  of  all  the  bills  of  purchase  of 
all  goods,  merchandise,  and  horses  delivered  to  said 
Indians,  or  olher  persons,  during  the  said  negotiation, 
or  at  the  time  of  signing  said  treaties,  for  any  purpose, 
or  subsequently  delivered  in  execution  of  the  same ; 
together  with  a statement  of  theexpenses  of  negotiaffng 
said  treaties,  with  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom 
paid,  and  the  sum  paid  to  each. 

The  senate  bill  providing  for  the  reduction  and 
graduation  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  coming 
up  on  its  first  and  second  reading — 

Mr.  Casey  moved  its  commitment  to  the  com- 
mittee on  public  lands. 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  its  commitment  to  the 
select  committee  appointed  on  the  public  lands. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  motion  to  commit 
to  the  committee  on  public  lands,  (that  motion  hav- 
ing preference ) — 

Mr.  Lewis  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Menefee  inquired  of  the  chair  if  the  subject 
was  debateable? 

The  Speaker  replied  that  it  was  debateable  with- 
in very  narrow  limits;  but  the  merits  of  the  bill 
could  not  be  debated. 

A debate  of  some  length  followed,  directed  al- 
most exclusively  to  the  question  of  reference. 
Messrs.  Menefee,  Robertson  and  Lewis  Williams  ad- 
vocated the  reference  to  the  select  committee  on 
public  lands;  and  Messrs.  Casey,  Shields,  Haynes, 
Parker,  Boon,  and  Chapman,  to  the  committee  on 
public  lands. 

When  Mr.  Howard,  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion; but  withdrew  the  demand  on  the  request  of 
Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  who  desired  to  make  an  expla- 
nation, and  promised  to  renew  the  motion. 

Mr.  J.  said  that  if  this  bill  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  public  lands,  it  would  be  proper  for 
some  gentleman  to  move  that  the  select  committee 
on  the  public  lands  be  relieved  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  North  Carolina  resolutions  ; otherwise 
that  subject  w'ould  be  before  both  committees. 
This  was  a vital  portion  of  the  questions  arising 
out  of  the  inquiry  as  to  the  public  lands.  Many 
members  of  the  seldct  committee  had  said  that  they 
would  be  in  favor  of  distribution,  if  that  principle 
was  connected  in  some  degree  with  judicious  grad- 
uation ; and  it  was  probable  that,  by  uniting  the 
two  principles,  a project  might  be  introduced  which 
would  meet  with  approbation.  To  divide  the  sub- 
ject would  be  to  prevent  the  select  committee  from 
reporting  a detailed  system. 

Mr.  J.  then  renewed  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question,  but  the  Speaker  slating  that  the  main 
question  would  be  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill, 
Mr.  J.  withdrew  the  motion. 

Ami  the  question  recurring  on  commitment,  the 
reference  to  the  select  committee  was  further  ad- 
vocated by  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  to  the  committee  on 
public  lands  by  Messrs.  Ewing  and  Cushing. 

Mr.  Montgomery  expressed  himself  opposed  to 
both  references,  though,  if  he  must  vote  for  one,  he 
was  in  favor  of  reference  to  the  select  committee. 
But  believing  such  a bill  to  be  unconstitutional,  he 
moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Boon  moved  a call  of  the  house,  which  w:as 
ordered  and  proceeded  in  for  some  time,  when  it 
was  dispensed  with,  and  the  question  being  then 
taken  on  laying  the  bill  on  the  table,  it  was  decided 
as  follows  : yeas  102,  nays  98. 

YEAS — Messrs,  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Alien.  Anderson,  Aycrigg,  Banks,  Borden, 
Buchanan,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  John 
Campbell,  Chambers,  Childs,  Coffin,  Coles,  Corwin, 
Cranston.  Darlington.  Davee,  Davies,  Deberry,  Evans, 
Everett,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore.  James  Garland,  Gid- 
dinsrs,  .Tames  Graham,  Gran  land,  Graves,  Grennell, 
Griffin.  Haley.  Hall,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Henry,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Robert  M.  T.  Hun- 
ter, Jabez  Jackson.  Jenifer,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Kennedv, 
Legure,  Lincoln,  Mallory,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  S. 
Mason,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Mil- 
ligan, Mitchell,  Montgomery,  M.  Morris,  Calvary 
Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmenter,  Parris, 
Pearce,  Peck,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts,  Potter, 
Putnam,  Reed.  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Robin- 
son, Rnmsey,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sawyer,  Serseant, 
Auyustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Southgate,  Stanlv,  Stratton,  Talialerro,  Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast,  Titus,  ’Poland,  Underwood,  J.  White, 
L.  Williams.  Worthington,  Yorke. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatty.  Beers, 
Beirne,  Bell.  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouidin, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Cnmbreleny,  William  B.  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Casej’.  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Cleaveland,  Crabb,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushiny.  Cush- 
man, DcGraff,  Dromgoole.  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Ewing,  Farrington,  Fry,  Gallup,  Rice  Garland,  Goode, 
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William  Graham,  Gray,  Hamer,  Haynes,  Herod, 
Ho/.ard,  William  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  lveim, 
Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Lcadbetter,  Levvis,  Logan, 
Loomis,  Lyon,  Martin,  Maury,  May,  McKay,  R. 
McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgatj, 
Murray,  INoble,  Parker,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Pratt,  John 
H.  Prentiss,  S.  S.  Prentiss,.  Rariden,  Rives,  Sireffer, 
Shields,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Stone, 
Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail, 
Vanderveer,  Webster,  Albert  S.  White,  Whittlesey,  S. 
Williams,  J.  W.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Wil- 
liams, Yell. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  making  an  appropri- 
ation of  $300,000  for  the  continuation  of  the  Corn- 
land  road  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois, was  then  taken  up  on  its  reference. 

Mr.  Coles  moved  to  lay'the  bill  on  the  table,  but 
before  the  question  was  taken,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Mallory,  the.  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  January  23.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louis- 
iana, on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  “an  act  establishing  circuit  courts,  and 
abridging  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  courts  in  the 
districts  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio;”  ap- 
proved February  24th,  1807,  which  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Haynes  renewed  his  motion  for  the  house  to 
go  into  committee  on  the  president’s  message,  but  it 
was  ineffectual. 

Mr.  Parker,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
reported  a bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  Tuscarora  nation 
of  Indians. 

Mr.  Bronson,  from  the  committee  on  the  territo- 
ries, reported  a bill  to  approve  and  confirm  an  act  of 
the  legislative  assembly  of  Wisconsin,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Also,  a bill  to  authorize  tire  people  of  Iowa  to  form 
a constitution  and  state  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  state  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  select  committee  on  steam- 
boilers,  reported  a bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to 
provide  for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of  passen- 
gers on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  steam. 

Several  reports  on  private  claims  were  made. 

Ml.  Kennedy,  on  leave,  submitted  the'  following 
resolution,  which  lies  over: 

Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  this  house  a list  of  the  various  articles 
of  provisions,  hospital  stores,  canvass,  cordage,  lumber, 
hay,  coal,  materials  of  iron,  copper,  leather,  and  all  other 
articles  not  enumerated  in  contracts  purchased  and 
procured  at  or  for  the  various  naval  stations  of  Boston, 
New  York,  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  and  Pensacola,  during 
the  year  1838,  stating  from  whom  the  same  were  pur- 
chased, and  the  prices  paid  for  each  article. 

The  bill  to  renew  the  patent  of  Thomas  Blan- 
chard, (for  turning  gun-stocks,)  after  considerable 
discussion,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a report  of  the 
second  auditor  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  5th  instant,  calling  for  a 
statement  of  the  final  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  Lewis  Cass,  late  superintendent  of  Indian  af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yes- 
terday by  which  the  “bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the 
price  of  the  public  lands”  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
the  question  coming  up  thereon,  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson 
moved  a call  of  the  house,  which  was  ordered  and 
proceeded  in,  till  203  members  were  found  to  be  in 
attendance,  when  it  was  further  dispensed  with. 
Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table.  Lost. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  resulted  in  (he  negative, 
yeas  98,  nays  99,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bicknell.  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Boon, 
Bronson.  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  Wm.  B.  Campbell, 
Carier,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Cleve- 
land, Crabb,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Da- 
vee,  DeGraff,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Ewing,  Fry, 
Gallup,  Rice  Garland,  William  Graham,  Grant,  Gray, 
Hauler,  Harrison,  Haynes,  Herod,  Hobey,  Holt,  How- 
ard, Ingham,  Thos.  B.  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  .T. 
Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Kemble,  Klingensmith, 
Leadbetfer,  Lewis,  Logan,  Lyon,  Martin,  Maury,  May, 
McKay.  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  Miller,  Morgan, 

S.  W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Parker,  Parris,  Petrikin, 
Phelps,  Plumer,  John  H.  Prentiss,  S.  S.  Prentiss,  Rari- 
den, Rive--,  Sireffer,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer, 
Stuart,  Stone,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Tnrnev,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Webster, 
Weeks,  A.  S.  White,  J.  W.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams, 
Word,  Yell— 98.  , , 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Banks,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden  Wm.  B. 
Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  John  Campbell.  Chambers, 
Childs,  Clark,  Clowney,  Coffin,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin, 
•Cranston,  Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  Evans,  Everett, 


Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  GiJdings,  Goode,  James 
Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hall,  Har- 
per,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Hoffman,  R. 
M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  Win.  C.  Johnson,  Kennedy, 
Legare,  Lincoln,  Mallory,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  S. 
Mason,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Mil- 
ligan, Mitchell,  Montgomery,  M.  Morris,  Calvary  Mor- 
ris, Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmenter,  Pearce,  Peck, 
Pickens,  Pope,  Potts,  Putnam,  Reed,  Reneher,  Rich- 
ardson, Ridgway,  Robertson,  Robinson,  Ramsey,  Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shep- 
perd,  C.  Shepard,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly, 
Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tiilinghast,  Toland, 
Underwood,  John  White,  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams, 
S.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yorke — 99. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  failed. 

The  motion  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Coles  to  lay 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  continuing  the 
Cumberland  road  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois  on  the  table,  coming  up  as  the  unfinished  bu- 
siness— 

Mr.  Rariden  moved  a call  of  the  house  ; but  the 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  question  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  then 
decided  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherton, Banks,  Beirne, 
Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Cambreleng, W.  B.  Campbell,  Carter, 
Chapman,  Cheatham,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Crabb,  Cushman,  Davies,  Deberry,  James  Gar- 
land, Rice  Garland,  .Tames  Graham,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hulsey,  Holt,  Robert  M.  T. 
Hunter,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  Keim,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Lewis,  Loomis, 
Lvon,  Mallory,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury, 
McKay.  A.  McClellan,  Montgomery,  S.  Morris,  Mur- 
ray, Noble,  Parker,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  John  H.  Prentiss, 
S.  S.  Prentiss,  Reneher,  Richardson,  Rives,  Robertson, 
Rumsey,  Sawyer,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Spen- 
cer, Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Underwood,  Weeks.  L.  Wil- 
liams, S.  Williams,  J.  W.  Williams,  Word — 77. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Beatty,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond, 
Boon,  Borden,  Buchanan,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Cal- 
hoon, Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Childs,  Clark,  Coffin, 
Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Cushing,  Darlington,  De 
Graff,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Ewing,  R. 
Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup,  Giddings,  Goode,  W.  Graham, 
Grant,  Grennell,  Hall,  flamer,  Harrison,  Harper,  Hast- 
ings, Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Howard,  Ingham,  Jeni- 
fer, II.  Johnson,  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Leadbet- 
ter,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Samson  Mason,  May.  Maxwell, 
McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Miller.  Mitch- 
ell, Morgan,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmen- 
ter,  Pearce.  Peck.  Phelps,  Plumer,  Pope,  Potts,  Putnam, 
Rariden,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Robinson,  Russell,  Salton- 
stall, Sergeant,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Snyder,  South- 
gate,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tiilinghast,  Titus, 
Toland,  Vail,  Webster,  Albert  S.  White,  John  White, 
Whittlesey,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell, 
Yorke— 105. 

So  the  house  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  ; 
and, -on  motion  of  Mr.  Potts,  it  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  taken  up  in  discus- 
sing the  bill  for  the  reference  of  the  claims  of  Walker 
and  Carothers,  mail  contractors  on  the  route  from 
Natchez  to  Nashville,  for  extra  services,  but  before 
the  question  was  decided 

The  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Jan.  24.  After  the  presentation  of  a 
few  pelitions,  the  house  resumed  the  consideration 
of  a report  from  the  committee  on  expenditures  in 
the  depart ment  ol  war,  objecting  to  the  allowance  of 
$800  to  Edward  Lewis,  for  services  in  the  pension 
office,  and  it  was  debated  at  some  length.  It  was 
sustained  by  Messrs.  Clowney,  Marvin,  and  Adams, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  McKay,  and  Boon  ; Mr. 
McKennan  also  opposed  the  report,  (though  he  was 
against  the  claim, ) because  it  recommended  a suit  to 
get  hack  the  money  which  would  cost  more  than  the 
amount  claimed.  Mr.  Everett  moved  the  recom- 
mitment of  the  report  with  instructions  to  make 
a general  enquiry  into  the  manner  of  disburs- 
ing the  contingent  expenses  of  the  department,  but, 
before  any  result  was  arrived  at,  the  house  passed  to 
the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  by  leave,  from  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  made  a report,  containing  at  large 
the  views  of  that  committee  in  regard  to  the  state  of 
the  finances  generally.  He  stated  that  the  commit 
tee  had.  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  should  congress 
authorize  the  amount  of  new  appropriations  asked 
for  in  the  estimates  of  the  departments,  and  the  three 
millions  proposed  for  fortifications,  harbors,  &c.  it 
would  be  necessary'  to  provide  five  or  six  millions 
tor  the  treasury  in  addition  to  all  the  resources  and  re- 
ceipts existing  or  contemplated. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
printed,  and  Mr.  Haynes  moved  the  printing  ol 
10,000  extra  copies.  Mr.  Sergeant  objected  to  it, 
for  there  were  many  things  in  the  report  to  which  he 
dissented,  and  tire  printing  of  this  large  extra  num- 


ber would  be  in  effect,  sanctioning  the  whole  report 
by  the  house.  The  motion  lies  over. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  on  the  union, 
Mr.  Adams  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Howard.  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  li- 
quidation of  claims  of  American  citizens  for  spolia- 
tions by  France  prior  to  the  treaty  of  1801. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land had  better  read  the  report  of  the  committee 
which  had  just  been  made,  before  he  pressed  a bill 
which  would  require  the  appropriation  of  four  or  five 
millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Howard  said  that  he  had  often  endeavored  to 
get  up  this  bill,  and  if  the  gentleman  had  not  ob- 
structed it,  he  might  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
altering  his  report  so  as  to  cover  the  necessary 
amount. 

Mr.  H.’s  motion  was  disagreed  to,  and  the  com- 
mittee resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
of  Mr.  Haynes,  for  referring  the  several  subjects 
embraced  in  the  president’s  annual  message  to  the 
appropriate  committees.  The  following  were  agreed 
to  seriatim  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  president’s  mes- 
sage as  refers  to  the  political  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  nations  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs. 

2.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  for- 
eign nations  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  com- 
merce. 

3.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  finances,  to  the  collection,  safe-keeping, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  and  the  pun- 
ishment of  public  defaulters,  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee of  w ays  and  means. 

4.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  public  lands  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  public  lands. 

The  fifth  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

5.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  Indian  affairs,  except  what  concerns  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiers  against  Indian  hostilities,  and  the 
protection  of  the  Indians  against  the  intrusions  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  Everett  went  into  a general  review  of  the 
course  pursued  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States  in  conducting  our  Indian  relations,  with  a 
view  to  show  that  the  position  of  the  message  on 
that  subject  was  contradicted  by  facts. 

When  he  had  concluded  his  remarks,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  the  resolution  agreed  to,  as 
were  the  following : 

6.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  against  Indian  hos- 
tilities, and  the  protection  of  the  Indian  tribes  from  the 
intrusions  of  citizens  of  the  United  States;  so  much 
thereof  as  relates  to  the  establishment  of  a manufactory 
of  small  arms  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  and 
to  a manufactory  of  gunpowder ; together  with  so 
much  as  relates  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
and  the  public,  interest  entrusted  to  the  war  depart- 
ment, except  the  subjects  embraced  in  the  immediately 
preceding  resolutions,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
military  affairs. 

7.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  militia  of  tlie-United  States  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  militia. 

8.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  the 
interests  entrusted  to  die  navy  department,  be  com- 
mitted to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs.  ’* 

9.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  report  of  the  postmaster  general,  and  the 
condition  and  operations  of  the  post  office  department, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post 
roads. 

10.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  District  of  Columbia  be  committed  to  the 
committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  following  was  rejected  as  unnecessary,  a 
report  having  been  made  by  a select  committee  on 
that  subject : 

'll.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates 'to  the  establishment  of  a national  foundry  for  can- 
non, to  be  common  to  the  service  of  the  army  and  navy 
of  the  United  Slates,  be  referred  to  a select  committee, 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  read: 

12.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  questions  arising  out  of  the  mandamus 
issued  by  the  circuit  court  ot  the  District  of  Columbia, 
at  the  relation  of  Stockton  and  Stokes,  against  the  post- 
master general,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary. 

This  resolution  was  debated  at  great  length  be- 
tween Messrs.  Everett,  Howard,  Mason,  of  Ohio, 
and  Crary,  tile  latter,  without  concluding,  giving 
way  to  a motion  for  the  committee  to  rise  ; which, 
prevailing,  the  committee  rose,  and  the  house  con- 
curred in  all  the  resolutions  reported,  and  then  ad- 
journed. 
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0^*  We  have  in  the  present  sheet  given  place  to  a 
large  number  of  interesting  miscellaneous  articles, 
which  have  been  prepared  lor  the  press  lor  sometime 
past,  but  are  too  valuable  to  be  omitted. 

CC3“  A number  of  miscellaneous  articles  are  in- 
serted on  the  last  page. 

0C?-  Major geji.  Scott,  at  the  last  dates,  was  on  his 
way  to  resume  the  command  of  the  northern  frontier. 
Affairs  there  are  said  to  be  quiet. 

Mifi:  T^be  citizens  of  Frankfort.  Ky.  have  given  a 
puun.;  urnner  to  col.  Memminger,  the  commissioner 
of  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  who  is  in  attendance 
on  the  Kentucky  legislature  for  the  purpose  of  urg- 
ing the  passage  of  the  S.  C.  railroad  bank  bill.  It 
was  supposed  that  the  final  vote  on  the  bill  would  be 
taken  in  the  house  on  the  25th,  and  that  it  would  pass. 

CO*  John  D.  Simms , esq.  has  been  appointed  chief 
clerk  of  the  navy  department. 

Treasury  notes.  Treasury  department, 

February  1,  1S39. 

The  u’hole  amount  of  treasury  notes  authorized 
by  the  act  of  October  12,  1837,  has  been  issued, 
viz : - $10,000,000  00 

Ol  that  issued  there 

has  been  redeem- 
ed the  shin  of  $3,128,172  84 


In  lieu  of  those  redeemed,  there  has 
been  issued  under  the  act  of  May 
21,1833,  the  sum  of  $5,709,810  00 
Of  that  issue  there 
has  been  redeem- 
ed the  sum  of  769,774  69 


1,873,827  16 


4,940,035 


Leaving  the  amount  outstanding,  $6,813  862  48 


Levi  Woodbury,  seoretary  of  the  treasury. 

General  Jackson,  jl'he Nashville,  Tennessee, 
Bannered  Jaihgftry  19,  says  : ‘'Ex-president  Jackson 
has  been- in  town  a day  or  two,  stopping  at  the  resi- 
dence of  his  friend  general  Armstrong.  We  ‘ffle 
pleased  to  learn  that  his  health  is  a little  improved 
from  what  it  has  been  for  a month  or  two  past.” 

ari'ff  compromise  bill.  The  follow- 
appeared  in  the  Intelligencer  of  Wednes- 

A CARD. 

. Benton,  in  his  speech  to-day  in  the  senate,  in 
erring  lo  the  compromise  bill,  stated  that  he  had 
.en  told  by  the  late  sCTiiltor  from  New  Jersey  (gov. 
Dickerson)  that  he  was  informed  by  thesenator  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster)  that  he  had  not  been 
consulted  in  relation  to  the  compromise  bill.  The 
writer  of  this,  from  personal  knowledge  to  the  con- 
trar)',  pronounces  the  above  statement  to  be  false  ; 
nor  does  he  believe  that  Mr.  Webster  ever  mad 
such  a declaration. 

Washington,  Jan.  29,  1838.  » 

The  investigating  committee.  The  com- 
mittee organized  on  Friday,  the  25th  ult.,  at  the 
custom  house  in  Pine  street.  New  York.  Mr. 
Shultz,  the  former  accountant  under  the  three  pre- 
ceding collectors  to  Mr.  Hoyt,  vfas.the  first  witness 
summoned — Mr.  Fleuuning,  the  audits  was 
sent  for.  Mr.  S/mfl^BTired  office  some 
since,  being  very  aged,  and  ifjfnanflWiigh  ch?T 
acter,  and  perfectly  familiar  with  thabond  depart- 
ment. Mr.  Wise  lost  his  triple  between  Philadel- 
phia and  New  York — it  contained  mifhy  important 
papers  and  documents  upon  the  subject  of  inquiry, 
and  it  is  believed  to  have  been^tolen.  It  wa3  feared 
that  this  might  retard  the  inve®igation  a few  days. 

* 

Maryland  U.  S.  senator.  On  Saffid-day  last, 
the  hon.  William  D.  Merrick,  was  re-el daPtl,  by  the 
legislature  of  Maryland,  to  the  senate  flPfe  United 
States,  for  sixvears,  from  the^fath  ol  Inarch  next. 
Col.  M.  rece“(P 4S  votes,  and  mere  were  thirty-five 
blanks.  IrUfaf  senate  lie  received  12  votes,  the  en- 
tire whig ^sjsggjrtb  of  thatjPRly,  and  he  also  received 
the  entirSEWe  of  the3®nigs  then  present  in  the 
house,  fonrsDeing  absegjSjoin  sickness.  * 
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France  and  Mexico.  We  find  in  the  New 
York  American,  the  following  letter,  communi- 
cated by  the  French  counsel  general  to  the  editor : 

Frigate  Nep.eide,  ) 

Anton  Lisurdi,  15th  Dec.,  183S.  ) 

Sir:  In  reference  to  my  despatch  of  this  day,  I 
hereby  announce  that  I have  transmitted  informa- 
tion lo  the  commandant  of  our  naval  forces  in  the 
Pacific  ocean,  of  the  declaration  of  war,  by  Mexico 
against  France,  with  orders  to  proceed  instantly  to 
tne  western  coast  of  Mexico,  with  all  his  disposable 
strength.  I beg  you  to  communicate,  in  my  name, 
this  information  to  all  consuls  and  agents  Of  France, 
on  the  two  continents  of  America,  through  whom 
it  may  be  conveyed  either  to  any  commander  of  our 
squadron,  or  to  the  commander  of  any  French  ves- 
sel of  war  jn  the  Pacific  ocean.  I rely  upon  your 
activity  in  this  respect.  Accept  M.  Le  Consul 
general,  the  assurance  of  my  very  high  considera- 
tion. Charles  Baudin. 

To  the  consul  general  of  France,  New  York. 

The  Consort.  We  copied  from  a Philadelphia 
paper,  some  time  ago,  a statement  that  the  U.  S. 
brig  Consort  had  been  fired  into  by  a French  brig. 

The  lollow'ing  note,  referring  to  the  matter,  appears 
in  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

U.  S.  brig  Consort, 

New  York,  Jan.  2tilh  1839. 

To  the  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Courier  and  Enquirer  : 

Sir.  : You  are  authorized  by  the  undersigned  to 
state  to  the  public,  (and  particularly  to  those  who 
have  given,  to  the  world  such  high  wrought  state- 
ments in  regard  to  the  circumstance  of  the  French 
brig  of  war  Alcibiades  having  fired  across  the  U.  S. 
brig  Consort,)  that  he  has  requested  the  honorable 
secretary  of  the  navy  to  grant  him  a court  of  inquiry, 
should  the  letters  which  lie  has  placed  on  the  files  of 
the  navy  department  prove  unsatisfactory;  and  if 
upon  such  inquiry,  it  can  possibly  be  proved  that  he 
suffered  the  slightest  indignity  to  be  offered  to  his 
flag,  he  hopes  to  meet  the  punishment,  due  to  a das- 
tardly coward. 

Wm.  H.  Gardner, 

1 L'i.  com  g.  U.  S.  t ig  Consort. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Consort.  There  have  been  ,so 
many  stories  printed  about  the  Consort  having  been 
fired  into  by  the  French  squadron  olf  Vera  Cruz  ; 
and  in  delivering  the  letters  sent  by  her,  that  we 
have  thought  it  worth  while  to  find  out  the  facts, 
and  they  are  as  follows.  As  the  Consort  was  stand- 
ing for  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  a shot  was  fired  ahead 
of  her  by  one  of  the  French  ships.  She  came  to 
and  demanded  an  explanation,  when  the  French 
commander  declared  that  he  was  not  aware  of  her 
being  a iiigional  vessel,  and  made  the  most  lull  and 
satiiilagAtTiap^ogy  to  the  lieutenant  commandant 
Consort,  but  also  look  pains  to 
ion  to  commodore  commanding  the 
Vlron,  t^frd  to'the  American  consul. 

is  done  by  tha»French  officers  v,’hichjixompluinant,  vs.  the  stale  of  Massa 
have  been  desired.  »*p«Bi!l  in  equity.  On  motion  of  o£ 

n order  on  defendan 

[exception  of  one  T&g,'  which  the  officer  ’ 
matter  in  charge,  happened  to  over- 
diately  upon  the  bag  being  discovered, 

Gardner  took  pains  to  carry  the  few  let- 

‘contained  to  the  persons  to  whom  they  were 

addresssed,  andfto  explain  the  whole  matter. 

[IV.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 


The  ConsMtaSgrived  at  New4jjffirk  on  Frida}’  the 
25th  ult.,  fi'Wfi^Wera  Cruz,  15tlwDeS.  and  Havana 
7th  ult.  Aigjjv^  quiet  with  the  belligerent  parties. 
The  Frencwmmiral  had  anchored  his  fleet  under  the 
reefs  of  Antonio  Lizardo,  about  twelve  miles  from 
the  city,  leaving  two  sloops  of  war  only  under  the 
castle  St.  Juan  de  Ulloa,  as  a marine  guard  to  the 
port.  Gen.  Santa  Anna,  of  the  Mexican  army,  is 
encamped  about  three  miles  from  Vera  Cruz,  where 
he  is  fast  recovering  from  his  wounds,  received  on 
the  morning  of  the  5th  Dec.  The  city  of  Vera 
Cruz  is  entirely  evacuated,  and  business  of  every 
kind  completely  paralized.  Left  U.  S.  ship  Erie 
under  command  of  lieutenant  Farragut,  at  the 
anchorage  under  the  island  of  Sacrificios,  to  sail  the 
following  day  lor  Tampico. 

List  of  officers  oft®1  U.  S.  brig  Consort : — Wil- 
liam H.  Gardner,  lieutenant  coinrit.  ; 1st  lieutenant 
Montgomery  Lewis  ; 2d,  Henry  Wingate;  passed 


midshipman  Wrn.Craney;  assistant  surgeon,  Wm. 

B.  Sinclair;  midshipman,  John  B.  Randolph;  do. 
Wilson  R.  McKinney;  captains’ clerk,  I.  S.  Sloan  ; 
acting  boatswain,  John  McKinley.  [Express. 

Supreme  court  of  the  United  States.  The 
Bank  of  Augusta,  vs.  Jos.  B.  Earle.  T!  is  is  an  im- 
portant case,  on  an  appeal  from  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States,  lor  Alabama.  It  was  an  ac- 
tion upon  a bill  of  exchange  brought  by  the  above 
bank,  chartered  by  the  state  of  Georgia,  upon  a bill 
of  exchange  purchased  by  them.  The  statement  of 
the  case  as  agreed  on  by’ counsel,  is  as  follows  : 

Bank  of  Augusta,  vs.  Jos.  B.  Earle. 

President,  directors,  & co.  V Ninth  judicial  cir- 

of  the  Bank  of  Augusta,  [ cuit,  southern  distiict, 

| Alabama,  April  term, 

J.  B.  Earle.  J 1838. 

The  defendant  defends  this  action  upon  the  fol- 
lowing facts,  which  are  admitted  by  the  plaintiffs  ; 
that  plaintiffs  are  a corporation  incorporated  by  act 
of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  has 
power  usually  conferred  upon  banking  institutions, 
such  as  to  purchase  bills  of  exchange,  &c.  That 
the  bill  sued  on,  was  made  and  endorsed  for  the 
purpose  of  being  discounted  by  Thomas,, JVfcGran, 
the  agent  of  said  bank,  who  had  funds  of  'the.plain- 
tiffis  in  his  hands,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
bills,  which  funds  were  derived  from  bills  and  notes, 
discounted  in  Georgia  by  said  plaintiffs,  and  paya- 
ble in  Mobile,  and  the  said  McGran,  agent  as  afore- 
said, did  so  discount  and  purchase  the  said  bill  sued 
on,  in  the  city  of  Mobile,  state  aforesaid,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  said  bank,  and  with  their  funds,  and 
to  remit  said  funds,  to  the  said  plaintiffs. 

If  the  court  shall  say  the  facts  constitute  a de- 
fence to  this  action,  judgment  will  be  given  for  the 
defendant,  otherwise  for  plaintiffs,  for  the  amount 
of  the  bill,  damages,  interest,  and  cost ; either  party 
to  have  the  right  of  appeal,  or  writ  of  error  to  the 
supreme  court  upon  this  statement  offacta,  and  the 
judgment  thereon. 

Williams  & Phillips, 

At  to  no.  ; for  J.  JJ.  Earle. 

Gordon,  Cambbell  8c  Chandler, 

Plaintiffs’  attorney  .-m- 

The  court  below  decided  that  the  plaintiffs  colffi 
not  tecover.  The  argument  was  commenced  for  the 
appellants  by  Mr.  David  B.  Ogden.  Mr.  Owen’s 
Argument  being  concluded,  Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  of 
Phihideljffiiaydbmmenced  in  reply,  and  in  support 
of*' the -figment  below,  and  opinion  of  judge  Me 
Kinley.  The  judgment  of  the  court  in  Alabama, 
now  in  review,  is  the  one,  the  annunciation  of 
which  in  the  public  prints  at  the  time  of  ils  delivery, 
created  so  much  remark  and  speculation. 

J udge  McKinley  took  his  3eat  on  the  bench  of  the 
supreme  court  on  Thursday,  having  been  detained 
Some  time  at  home  by  severe  indisposition. 

Saturday,  Jan.  26.  The  slate  of  Rhode  Island, 

defendant. 

's  coun- 
ice Taney  delivereid^^^^Hpr  of  this'-  ■ 
rruling  the  motion  of^i^HKt’s  cdun- 
allowing  defendant  till  •'SfMvlonday  of 
August  next  to  elect  whether  that  state  will  with- 
draw  its  appearance,  and,  if  so,  that  then  the  com- 
plainant be  permitted  to  proceed  ex  parte  ; but  that 
if  the  defendant  elect  not  to  withdraw  its  appear-  N* 
ance  within  that  time,  then  that  the  defendant  an- 
swer the  amended  bill  of  complainant  by  the  2d  day 
of  the  next  January  term  of  thi^court.  3 

Great  freshets.  The  rain  which  fell  inces- 
santly on  Friday  the  25th  ult.,  caused  the  rivers  and 
streams  in  the  north,  as  far  as  Boston,  to  rise  to  an 
unprecedented  height*  and  on  Saturday  a violent 
storm  arose  that  added  to  the  height  and  tumult 
of  the  waters,  which  overflowed  their  banks  and 
swept  off  every  moveable  which  was  near,  inclu- 
ding a large  number  of  valuable  bridges.  “The 
banks  of  the  Susquehanna,  Schuylkill,  Delaware, 
Hudson  and  Mohawk,  and  their  tributaries,  suffered 
most,  and  the  inhabitants  upon  the  banks  must  have 
sustained  a loss  of  several  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. We  have  compiled  a statement  showing  the 
progress  and  effects  of  the  flood  and  storm,'  but 
much  to  our  regret,  we  are  compelled  to  omit  it 
until  our  next  number. 


‘Bill  in  eqti 
sel  •folYJan 


» 
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Pennsylvania.  Harrisburg , Jan.  26.  A bill 
of  in.lictment  was  yesterday  found  by  the  grand 
inquest  of  Dauphin  county,  against  Charies  Pray, 
John  J.  M’Cahen,  John  W.  Ilyne,  John  (Jack) 
Savage,  Jos.  Hall,  Aaron  F.  Cox,  Geo.  W.  Burton, 
John  Snyder,  Martin  Dunlap,  James  Black,  and 
gen.  Adam  Dilier,  for  riot  and  conspiracy  against 
the  commonwealth  at  the  meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture. These,  we  understand,  are  but  a portion  of 
the  conspirators  against  whom  true  bills  will  be 
found. 

Geo.  Sanderson  and  E.  J.  Penniman,  whose 
names  were  sent  up  in  the  same  bill,  were  not  suffi- 
ciently identified  by  the  witnesses  examined  ; and 
but  about  one-fourth  of,  those  in  attendance  were 
called  before  the  grand  jury,  the  evidence  being 
conclusive  without  them. 

The  appointing  power.  From  the  Huntingdon 
(Pa.)  Gazette.  We  insert  the  opinion  ofthe  court  of 
common  pleas  of  Huntingdon  count}-,  as  delivered 
by  the  hon.  Thomas  Burnside,  on  Saturday,  the 
19th  instant.  James  Steel,  esq.  had  been  commis- 
sioned by  governor  Ritner,  a lew  weeks  since,  rnd 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  offices  of  prothono- 
tary  and  clerk  of  the  quarter  sessions,  and  oyer  and 
terminer,  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  loth  inst. 

On  the  15th  inst.  governor  Porter  appointed  and 
commissioned  John  Cresswell,  esq.  to  the  same 
offices.  His  bonds  were  approved  by  the  court,  and 
he  was  sworn  into  office  by  the  newly  appointed 
register,  T.  P.  Campbell,  esq.  by  virtue  of  a regular 
“ dediinus  poteslalein,”  granted  by  the  governor. 
Mr.  Cresswell  then  (19th  instant)  presented  him- 
self h^fore  the  court,  claimed  to  be  the  legal  officer 
of  tne(\court,  and  to  be  recognized  as  such.  The 
Ritn.e'Gofficers  refused  to  relinquish  their  posts  to 
the  officers  appointed  by  governor  Porter,  and  their 
counsel  asked  for  time  to  prepare  for  the  argument 
of  the  question.  The  whole  of  the  afternoon  was 
occupied  in  the  discussion.  On  Saturday  morning, 
the  court  delivered  their  opinion  in  favor  of  the 
right  of  John  Cresswell  and  T.  P.  Campbell,  esqrs. 
to  occupy  the  offices  to  which  they  had  been  re- 
spectively appointed,  and  that  governor  Porter  has 
the  power,  under  the  amended  constitution,  to  re- 
move Rimer's  officers,  and  supersede  them  by  new 
appointments  and  commissions.  Messrs.  Steel  and 
Reed,  the  Ritner  incumbents,  after  this  decision, 
surrendered  possession  ofthe  public  offices,  &c.  to 
Messrs.  Cressw'ell  and  Campbell,  appointed  by  gov- 
ernor Porter.  The  decision  was  not  only  a legal, 
but  a most  righteous  one. 

Governor  Porter,  on  Saturday  last,  transmitted  a 
message  to  the  legislature  in  relation  to  the  finances 
•Sand  internal  improvements  of  the  state.  We  have 
Hot  seen  a copy  of  it,  but  learn  from  the  “ Harris- 
burg Telegraph”  that  it  recommends  the  passage 
of  an  improvement  bill  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
public  improvements  without  delay,,  and  the  making 
provision  to  meet  all  the  engagemPhts«of  the  state, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  public  fait™* 

The  amount  of  the  deficit,  including  the  loans 
coming  due,  is  estimated  at  $'3,700,000.  It  also 
takes  a general  view  of  the  public  improvements; 
and  recommends  the  abandonment  of  the  Gettysburg 
railroad,  and  the  prosecution  of  all  the  other  woiks. 
It  also  recommends  to  the  legislature  to  make  pro- 
{^vision  for  the  governor  to  borrow  money  to  tarry  on 
the  public  works,  whenever  the  specific  appropria- 
tions ^pay  be  exhausted. 

It  c^u?mer3h&to  other  states  the  clearing  out  of«$5e^ 

OhifxMBiWMI'ove  ‘ts  nav'Sat'cm  'n  water; 
and  t^jiii^ni  government  to  make  a cc@Jhiu- 
J c&ys  railroad  fromJPittsburg  to  St.  Louisl. 

esq.,  was  on  Monday  ragt, op^int 
ballot  of  boffi  houses,  elected  treasurer  of  tile  state  ; 
for  Daniel  Sturgeon  68;  Benjamin  WeaverS;  Jo- 
seph Henderson  17;  W.T. Rogers  6;  scattering  5. 

Florida  Indians,  &c.  Governor  Gilmer,  of 
Georgia,  has  issued  an  order,  calling  for  volunteers 
to  protect  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  near  the 
Okefinokee.  *4 

General  Charles  Floyd,  in  n letter  to  the  govern- 
or, considers  500  men  necessary  for  defensive 
warfare  on  the  frontier  while  the  war  lasts  in  Flo- 
rida, but  remarks  that  “ to^ontinue  the  explorations 
of  the  Okefinokee,  establish  posts  inside  the  swamp, 
and  construct  roads  to  them,  and  carry  on  at  the 
same  time  active  offensive  operations  against  the 
ernemy,  500  infantry  and  S00  mounted  men  would 
be  necessary.” 

The  general  states  that  his  command  is  rapidly 
diminishing,  and  in  a few  weeks  will  be  entirely 
out  of  service.  * 

A correspondent  of  the  Savannah  Georgian  fur- 
nishes the  following  : 

Garey’s  Ferry,  E.  F.,  Jan.  15,  1S39. 

Col.  Twiggs  and  staff  have  just  returned  from  a 
visit  to  some  ofthe  interior  posts,  via  Pilatka,  Fort 
King,  Micanopy,  Forts  Harffie  and  Van  Courtland. 


At  Fort  King  the  colonel  met  with  gen.  Taylor, 
who  had  been  on  a visit  to  the  count] y in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Deadman’s  bay.  Indians  had  been  seen, 
but  none  killed  or  taken.  Two  men  were  fired  on 
arid  probably  killed  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Micanopy  on  Saturday  last.  The  sbot3  and  yells 
of  about  a dozen  Indians  were  distinctly  heard  in 
the  fort.  Major  Belton,  commanding,  immediately 
despatched  a messenger  with  information  to  coi. 
Twiggs,  who  as  soon  as  practicable  ordered  capt. 
Bullock’s  company,  2d  dragoons,  to  Micanopy. 
Nothing  has  yet  been  heard  of  the  matter.  The 
general  depot  at  Black  Creek  is  to  be  removed  to 
Pilatka,  32  miles  from  the  mouth  of  Black  Creek, 
on  the  St.  Johns. 

Army  and  navy  intelligence.  Col.  Many, 
with  four  companies  ofthe  3d  infantry,  returned  to 
fort  Jesup  on  the  15th  ult.  from  the  expedition  to 
the  frontier  of  Texas.  [Hr my  and  Navy  Chron. 

Commander  French  Forrest  has  been  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Warren,  now  pre- 
paring at  Norfolk  for  a cruise  in  the  West  Indies. 

Very  few  orders  issued  last  week,  excepting  offi- 
cers to  the  Constitution  and  Warren  ; but  as  the  list 
is  not  complete,  we  defer  the  publication  until  next 
week. 

No  army  orders  since  last  week.  [ lb . 

We  have  been  informed  that  captain  Miles  is  ap- 
pointed assistant  quarter  master  in  the  United 
States  army,  in  the  place  of  the  late  and  lamented 
captain  Chambers.  We  are  pleased  to  see  this,  as  the 
captain,  as  was  his  predecessor,  is  a native  of  Bal- 
timore. Captain  Miles  is  relieved  from  the  recruit- 
ing service  by  lieut.  Chapman.  [ Balt  Chron. 

Gen.  Scott.  The  Cleveland  (Ohio)  Herald, 
in  order  to  correct  an  erroneous  statement  made 
by  a Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  paper,  gives  the  following  as 
the  language  of  general  Scott,  at  a public  dinner,  in 
that  place,  Cleveland. 

The  subject  under  consideration  is  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  American  steamboat  Caroline,  by  the 
Canadians. 

“ Gen.  Scott  said  in  relation  to  the  Schlosser  out- 
rage, that  the  matter  had  been  placed  in  the  hands 
of  our  minister  at  London  ; that  it  was  now  a sub- 
ject of  negotiation,  and  he  would  pledge  his  reputa- 
tion, his  honor  and  his  life,  that  if  the  demand  for 
satisfaction  should  be  refused  or  evaded , that  the 
president  would  in  due  time  lay  the  matter  before 
congress,  with  such  recommendations  as  the  W'ourid- 
ed  honor  of  the  country  demanded  ; that  if  the  re- 
sult should  lead  to  a war,  we  should  then  go  into  it 
head-foremost,  and  the  man  who  stood  in  the  front 
lank,  would  find  him  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  him.  But,  until  these  negotiations,  and  de- 
mand for  redress  had  failed,  we  should  strictly  re- 
gard the  laws  and  treaties  of  the  country,  and  not 
take  any  steps  to  thwart  or  anticipate  the  action  of 
our  own  government : and  that  it  was  peculiarly  the 
duty  of  citizens  of  a republican  government  to  up- 
hold the  supremacy  ofthe  laws, .and  sustain  the  ac- 
tion of  our  constituted  authorities.” 


■of  Albany, 
house. 


Gen.  Stephen  Van  Renssela 
known  as  the  “ Patroon,”  died 
near  that  city  on  Saturday  last 
great  purity  of  heart  and  aMar; 
enjoyed  the  love  and  eswein 
the  good.  The  immediate  cause 
violent  fit  ofcoiiMjing — which  prod 
tion.  He  had  bkefj^for  many  months, 
ly  indisposed,  but  latterly  was  compar 
when  his  life  was  thus  suddenly  terr 
editor  of  the  New  York  “ American,’ 
many  opportunities  of  becoming  acq 
the  deceased,  pays  the  followiiig|Liiibute 
acter  and  services  : * 

“ This  is  noLthe  time  nor  the  occasion,  nor  ours 
the  fitting  peaRto  speak  of  the  deceased,  as  his 
blameless  (ifi^iis  public  sr|Ti'tj'\iis  munifice  J 
charities.  Ins  noble  nature,  andd^Srarm  and  a fie 
tionate  heart,  would  amply  warranBk 

Born  to  almost  princely  affluerreL  his  habits 
were  in  a remarkable  degree  simple  and  unosten- 
tatious, and  his  power  of  conferring  benefits  was 
ever  exercised  with  a delicacy  that  lightened  while 
it  increased  the  sense  of  obligation. 

His  public  career  as  a member  of  the  legislature 
of  this  state,  and  of  congress — as  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor— as  canal  commissioner — and  especially  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  as  major-general  commanding  on 
the  Niagara  frontier — was  marked  with  a disinter- 
ested and  lofty  patriotism  that  counted  self  as  noth- 
ing and  country  as  all  in  all.  He  had  learned  his 
politics  in  the  school  of  IKfeshington,  and  to  the  last 
lie  was  faithful  to  its  highi teachings. 

In  private  life,  who  shall  even  essay  to  record 
the  charms,  the  cheerfulness,  the  beauty  of  bis  in- 
tercourse with  his  family  and  his  friends  ? 


If  in  public  he  was  looked  up  to  with  confidence — 
in  the  domestic  circle  he  was  the  object  ofthe  warm- 
est affection.  None  could  enter  within  the  influ- 
ence of  that  circle,  and  not  feel  how  much,  how 
singularly,  he  was  its  bright  and  radiant  centre. 
Towards  the  young  particularly,  there  seemed  to  be 
an  overflowing  stream  of  tenderness  in  his  heart,  so 
that  his  own  happiness  was  identified,  as  it  wore, 
with  that  which  he  well  knew  how  to  impart  to 
them.  v 

To  crown  Ihe  graces  of  such  a character,  he  was 
a sincere  and  humble  follower  of  the  cross — and 
therein,  mainly,  and  in  the  cheering  conviction 
thereof,  must  the  loved  ones  who  survive  him  find 
the  consolation,  which  elsewhere  they  would  seek 
in  vain.” 

Free  banking  in  Virginia.  In  the  Virginia 
house  of  delegates  on  Saturday  last,  Mr.  May  pre- 
sented the  following  respecting  the  authorization  of 
free  banking  in  that  state,  and  gave  notice  that  on  a 
suitable  opportunity  he  would  give  his  views  on  the 
subject. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Banks  be  instruct- 
ed to  report  a bill  to  authorize  the  formation  of  banking 
associations,  having  the  usual  banking  powers,  upon 
the  following  conditions: 

1.  Their  duration  shall  be  limited  to  twenty  years, 
and  their  capitals  to  not  less  than  8100,000,  and  not  more 
than  $500  000  each;  and  the  asgiegate  amount  of  all 
such  capital  shall  not  exceed  five  millions  of  dollars, 
until  the  legislature  shall  permit  an  increase  thereof,  or 
ofthe  number  of  such  associations. 

2.  The  said  associations  shall  not  issue  any  notes  be- 
low the  sum  of  five  dollars  ; and  may  be  hereafter  re- 
stricted to  notes  of  ten  dollars,  and  shall  not  issue  any 
note  unless  the  same  shall  have  been  secured  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  mentioned  ; and  all  notes  so  secured 
and  issued  shall  have  stamped  on  their  face  the  words 
“secured  by  pledge  of  public  stocks  and  real  estate,” 
as  an  evidence  of  which  security,  every  note  issued 
shall  be  countersigned  by  some  officer  of  government 
to  be  designated  for  that  purpose. 

3.  For  the  purpose  of  securing  the  due  payment  of  all 
notes  so  to  be  issued,  the  said  association  shall  be  re- 
quired to  transfer  to  the  governor  of  the  common- 
wealth, bonds,  payable  in  a reasonable  time,  bearingin- 
tercsl  from  the  date,  and  secured  by  mortgages  upon 
real  estate  of  the  value  of  at  least  twice  the  sum  men- 
tioned in  the  bonds,  and  by  certificates  of  the  public 
debt  of  this  state,  or  of  the  United  States,  to  the  full 
amount  of  all  the  notes  so  to  be  countersigned  for  the 
association,  and  issued  by  it;  provided,  that  of  the-.sum 
so  secured,  not  more  than  one  half  shall  be  secured 
by  such  bonds. 

4.  The  bonds  and  morjbnges  amkjhe  certificates  of 
public  debt  so  to  be  pledged,  shall  B,«held  JjRghe  state 
dip  trust,  to  secure  the  due  payment  of  all  “s  issued 

oy  such  association  ; and  shall  be  liable  to  be  sold'for 
that  purpose  whenever  default  shall  be  made  in  the 
payment  of  the  said  notes  in  specie. 

5.  The  legislature  is  to  have  the  power  of  amending 
or  repealing  the  act,  and  of  passing  arfy  oth 
the  better  government  of  any  association  } 
have  been  formed  under  it ; saving  always 
ofthe  association  to  its  monies  and  estate,  al 
all  debts  which  may  be  due  from  it. 

And,  lastly,  such  other  provisions  as  in  the  < . 
the  said  committee  may  hayxpedient  for  the  p 
regulation  and  govern  men™  such  associations. 

Washington  Monument  society.  From  an 
address  of  the  board  of  managers  of  this  society, 
published  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Wednes- 
day, we  learn  that  the  whole  amount  of  moneys  re- 
ceived from  collectors,  thus  far,  is  $27,917  29  ; from, 
interest  on  stocks,  $2,S62  55— total  $30,779  8 
Of  this  sum,  $29,586  64  were  expended  for  $20,00 
Pennsylvania  fives,  $8,900  Washington  city  sixes, 
and  $ 672  95  Washington  city  fives.  These  invest- 
ments in  stock,  the  contingent  expenses,  &c.,  make 
the  total  expenditures  $30,105  06,  leaving  a ba- 
lance on  band  of  $674  78.  of  which  $587  86  are 
deposited  in  th™Bank  of  Washington,  and  the  re- 
aindejj3JftS6  92,  is  in  ujMmrrent  and  counterfeit 
tes  £n  tlie  hjtads  of  tile  {treasurer.  The  collec- 
10ns  mOTlj^n  York  were  $1,882  12,  of  w hich 
$1,167  21have  heLi  received  by  the  society.  The 
largest  sum  collected  in  any  one  state  was  in  Ohio, 
$8,335  41^*of  which  $5,592  24  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  society  ; the  smallest,  $35  50,  in 
Vermont,  the  of  whole  which,  less  the  commissions, 
>Wie 


was  paid  over  to 


society. 


Unj&ed  States  mint.  The  president  of  the 
UnitwSpUtes  has  appointed  Hartman  Khun,  esq., 
prof.  Htenyy  Vethake,  and  Alexander  Dallas  Bache, 
esq.  as  audilionawrommissioneij^  Jji  attend  the  an- 
nual assay  to  be  held  at  the  minuin 
on  the  11th  of  Febrj^ry.  The 
h Hopki 
M. 

f,  esq.  c 


officio,  are  the  hon.  Jg 
U.  S.  district  court, 
attorney,  and  George* 
port. 


Philadelphia 
missioneis  ex 
ndge  ofthe 
esq.  district 
ector.of  the 


« 
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Banks,  currency,  &c.  A number  of  the  fol 
lowing  items  have  been  lying  in  our  pigeon  holes 
for  some  time  past,  awaiting  an  insertion,  and  though 
somewhat  stale,  may  prove  to  he  useful  for  refer- 
ence. 

Resumption  in  Alabama.  The  Mobile  Journal  of 
8th  ult.  states,  that  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  passed  over,  on  the  7th,  very 
quietly.  But  little  specie  was  called  for  except  for 
change,  and  in  some  of  the  banks  the  deposites  ex- 
ceeded the  drafts.  The  state  bank,  we  are’inform- 
ed,  checked  pretty  freely. 

The  bank  of  Pensacola  resumed  specie  pay- 
ments on  the  11th  ultimo.  The  calls  for  specie 
were  only  about  $'140 ; the  deposites  exceeded 
$2,000. 

The  United  States  ship  Eric,  arrived  at  Pensa- 
cola on  the  10th,  reports  that  the  shipments  of  specie 
have  been  prohibited  by  the  Mexican  government, 
until  the  present  difficulties  are  adjusted. 

Bank  dividends. 


Per  cent. 

Capital.  Amt.ofdiv. 

Tradesmen’s,  N.  York 

10 

$400,000 

$40,000 

Phoenix 

do 

4 

1,500,000 

60,000 

Seventh  Ward 

do 

5 

•500,000 

25,000 

Lafayette 

do 

4 

500,000 

20,000 

Commercial 

do 

4 

500,000 

20,000 

Union 

do 

5 

1,000,000 

50,000 

Bank  of  Amer. 

do 

5 

2,001,200 

100.060 

Merchants  Ex. 

do 

5 

750,000 

37,500 

Manhattan 

do 

5 

2,050,000 

102,500 

Dry  Dock 

do 

4 

420,000 

16,800 

U.  S.  Philadelph 

a 

4 

35,000,000 

1,400,000 

Com.  Manchester 

5 

505,550 

25,277 

Com.  Vicksburg 

Miss. 

5 

1,639,060 

81,953 

City,  New  Orleans* 

12 

2,000,000 

240,000 

Kentucky 

4i 

3,667,381 

165,031 

State,  Illinois, 

4 

1, SOI), 450 

72.018 

Dutchess  co.  N. 

York 

4* 

600,000 

27,000 

Kingston  do 

200,000 

7,000 

Valley,  Virginia 

6 

690,000 

41,400 

Planters,  Tennessee 

4 

2,000,000 

80,000 

Montreal 

3 

110,731 

3,322 

City  do 

3 

200,000 

6,000 

*For  twelve  months. 

The  comptroller  of  New  York  reports  that  up 
to  the  9th  instant,  the  number  of  banks  which  have 
fi'ed  certificates  under  the  general  banking  law , is  fifty 
four. 

Capital  subscribed,  is  $12,319,175 

To  what  amount  the  capital  may  be 

increased  4S7,6S0,000 

Duration  of  charters.  This  varies  from  25  years, 
the  lowest  number,  (the  Farmer’s  Bank  of  Orleans, 
in  the  village  of  Gaines,)  to  four  thousand  and  fifty 
years,  the  duration  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
Central  New  York  at  Utica.  The  U.  S.  Bank  in 
Buffalo  has  a charter  for  200  years,  and  the  U.  S. 
Bank  in  New  York,  for62 years.  Two  of  the  banks 
have  a thousand  years  charter,  and  several  500. 

We  find  in  the  New  York  American  the  follow- 
' ing  statement  of  the  amount  and  kinds  of  securities 
pledged  by  them. 

Bank  of  Western  New  York,  Rochester,  $100,000 
state  stock  Indiana  5 per  cents;  North  American 
Trust  and  Banking  Company,  New  York,  $200,000 
Arkansas  6 per  cents,  and  $102,000  bonds  and 
mortgages;  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  in  New  York, 
$200,000  Michigan  6 per  cent3  ; Mechanics’  Bank- 
ing Association,  New  York,  $60,000  Maine  5 per 
cents,  and  60,000  bonds  and  mortgages;  Staten  Is- 
land Bank,  Port  Richmond,  $25,000  Indiana  5 per 
cents,  and  $35,000  bonds  and  mortgages;  Lockport 
Bank  and  Trust  Company,  Lockport,  $100,000 
Alabama  5 per  cents,  and  29,690  bonds  and  mort- 
gages; Bank  of  Syracuse,  Syracuse,  $50,000  Mich- 
igan 6 per  cents,  and  $20,800  bonds  and  mortgages  ; 
Farmers’ and  Mechanics’  Bank  of  Genesee,  Bata- 
via, $100,000  Arkansas  and  Michigan  6 per  cents  ; 
Farmers’  Bank  of  Orleans,  Gaines,  $50,000  In- 
diana 5 per  cents,  and  $4S,300  bonds  and  mort- 
gages; Merchants’  and  Farmers’  Bank,.  Ithaca* 
$40,000  Michigan  6 per  cents,  and  $27,200  bonds 
and  mortgages;  Willoughby  Bank,  Brooklyn,  $50- 
000  Maine  5 per  cents,  and  $50,000  bonds  and 
mortgages  ; New  York  State  Stock  Security  Bank, 
New  York,  $25,090  New  York  5 per  cents  ; Millers’ 
Bank  of  New  York,  Clyde,  $100,000  Arkansas  6 
per  cents;  the  Powell  Bank,  Newburgh,  $50,000 
Michigan  6 per  cents,  and  $50,000  bonds  and  mort- 
gages ; Bank  of  Central  New  York,  $10,000  Michi- 
gan and  Arkansas  6 per  cents,  and  $10,000  bonds 
and  mortgages;  the  Wool  Grower’s  Bank,  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  $10,000  Maine  5 per  cents. 
Total  $1,170,090  state  stocks,  and  422,900  bonds 
and  mortgages.  , 

Affairs  in  New  Orleans.  The  New  Orleans  True 
American  of  the  17th  ult.  say's  ; “ The  pressure  in 
the  money  market  just  now  i3  extremely'  severe. 
Dealeni  have  not  been  able  to  collect  since  the  1st 


of  January,  on  their  yearly'  claims,  more  than  one  to 
ten  compared  with  the  collections  this  time  last 
season.  Several  large  houses  that  weathered  the 
storm  of  1837,  now  totter  to  their  fall.  Their  only 
salvation  is  in  the  banks.  Last  week  one  of  our 
heaviest  concerns  only  escaped  temporarily,  by  get- 
ting a relief  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  from  a certain 
foreign  exchange  office  bank  down  town.  The 
ides  of  next  March  will  prove  a fatal  time  to  some 
houses  which  have  fattened  on  the  food  received 
from  bank  vaults. 

The  Real  Estate  bank  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas, 
recently  commenced  business,  and  during  the  first 
week  notes  to  the  amount  of  34,000  dollars  were 
discounted,  besides  a large  quantity  of  exchange  on 
distant  points  sold. 

The  Union  bank  of  Mississippi,  by  a notice  from 
its  cashier,  published  in  the  Natchez  Cornier  of  the 
14th,  announces  that  it  will  check  on  the  north  at 
two  per  cent.,  and  on  New  Orleans  at  one  per  cent, 
as  well  for  its  post  notes  as  lor  notes  payable  on 
demand. 

Canada  affairs.  The  following  prisoners  were 
put  on  trial  at  Montreal  on  the  10th  ult. — John  B. 
Henri  Brien,  lgnace  Gabriel  Cltenneville,  Joseph 
Diunouchelle,  Jacques  Goyelte,  Louis  Dumouchelle, 
Toussaint  Rochon,  Francois  Xavier  Brien,  Joseph 
Walter  dit  Lanne,  Chevalier  de  Lorimier,  Jean 
Laberge,  and  Francois  Xavier  Louchette,  all  charged 
with  treason.  Brien  pleaded  guilty — the  others  not 
guilty. 

The  Montreal  Courier  arrives  at  this  conclusion, 
from  its  study  of  the  English  papers  by  the  Royal 
William  : 

“The  public  mind  in  Britain  will  not  admit  the 
idea  of  a war  with  the  states.” 

Sir  John  Colborne  has  received  his  commission 
as  governor  general.  His  powers  are  the  same  as 
lord  Durham’s,  except  that  he  is  not  appointed  high 
commissioner. 

His  excellency  has  also  received  a despatch  from 
the  colonial  office,  announcing  the  queen’s  entire 
approval  of  his  conduct,  since  the  renewal  of  the 
rebellion. 

Sentence  of  death  was  officially  communicated  on 
Monday  to  eight  of  the  prisoners  convicted;  five  of 
whom,  Decoigne,  A.  Sanguinet,  and  C.  Sanguinet, 
yknnehn  and  Robert,  were  to  be  executed  on  Friday 
last.  The  four  last  named  were  convicted  of  the 
murder  of  Mr.  Walker. 

The  Montreal  Courier  states  that — 

A private  letter,  dated  London,  U.  C..  the  8th 
ult.  states,  that  of  the  prisoners  taken  at  Wind- 
sor, one,  named  Hiram  Clark,  was  hung  on  the  mor- 
ning of  that  day,  another  was  to  suffer  on  the  11th, 
and  a tnird  on  the  14th,  these  being  all  for  whose 
execution  warrants  had  been  received.  It  was  ex- 
pected that  12  or  14  more  would  be  executed.  The 
same  letter  mentions  that  another  invasion  from  the 
American  frontier  was  expected. 

On  Thursday,  the  17th,  Sir  John  Colborne , took 
the  oaths  and  was  installed  governor  of  British 
North  America. 

The  magistracy  of  Brockville,  in  quarter  ses- 
sions, had  interdicted  all  intercourse  with  the  states, 
except  at  the  ports  of  Prescott,  Biockviile  and  Ja- 
nanoque,  where  passports  from  the  commanding 
officer  are  required.  Any  persons  passing  at  other 
points  are  liable  to  arrest. 

The^Burlington,  Vt.,  Free  Press,  of  the  11th  inst., 
says: — “ Sir  John  Colborne  has  made  a demand  upon 
gov.  Jennison  for  the  surrender  of  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  the  late  burnings  at  Caldwell’s  manor. 
The  bearer  passed  through  town  on  Tuesday,  but 
has  not  returned,  The  result,  of  course,  has  not 
transpired.” 

It  is  stated  in  the  Detroit  Morning  Post  that  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  was  recently  arrested, 
tried  and  convicted  at  Sandwich,  Upper  Canada,  for 
an  assault  committed  in  Detroit ; that  is  in  the  United 
^States.  The  sS^le  paper  publishes  the  indictment 
in  this  infamous  outrage,  which  speaks  of  the  city 
of  Detroit  as  being  in  the  western  district  of  Upper 
Canada.  It  talks  of  blows  given  in  Detroit  by  one 
Howland  Hastings  to  one  Samuel  Wilcox,  as  being 
“ against  the  peace  of  our  lady  the  queen,  het 
crown  and  dignity.”  A certified  copy  of  this  re- 
markable indictment  is  published  from  the  office  at 
Sandwich,  with  the  endorsements  by  the  foreman 
and  John  Prince.  Gov.  Mason  has  demanded  the 
release  of  the  prisoner,  and  lias  sent  a statement  of 
the  facts  to  the  president. 

The  Toronto  Patriot  gives  a letter  from  Amherst- 
burgh,  stating  that  five  soldiers  of  the  35th  regiment, 
who  were  attempting  to  desert,  on  the  ice,  to  the 
American  side,  were  fired  on  by  the  artillery,  with 
such  terrible  precision  that  three  were  killed  at  the 
first  discharge.  The  other  two  went  back  and  sur- 
rendered. 


The  burning  of  the  Caroline  was  celebrated  in  To- 
ronto, U.  C.,  on  the  29th  of  Dec.,  bv  the  principal 
citizens  of  that  place,  by  a public  dinner.  Among 
those  present  we  find  the  name  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Eln  s- 
ley,  one  of  her  majesty ’s  executive  councillors.  Dr. 
Thomas  Rolph,  lately  appointed  by  sir  George  Ar- 
thur to  the  1st  Gore  regiment,  was  in  the  chair.  He 
proposed,  altera  lengthy  speech,  the  following  toast, 
which  was  “ rapturously”  drunk  three  times  three  ! 

“Commodore  Drew — captain  Elrnsley — their  gal- 
lant coadjutors  and  the  valiant  crew  who  sent  the 
Caroline  in  llames  from  Schlosser  over  the  Falls,  on 
the  night  of  the  29th  Dec.  1837.” 

The  hon.  “Mr.  executive  councillor”  Elrnsley  re- 
plied to  this  toast,  and  wound  up  his  speech  with 
these  words  : 

“ After  a desperate  engagement  of  some  minutes, 
she  was  fired  and  rode  upon  the  waters,  a blazing 
beacon  of  infamy,  until  she  sank  into  the  abyss  be- 
neath— [loud  cheers.]  Gentlemen,  I glory  in  having 
been  one  of  those  who  destroyed  this  boat.” 

“The  company,”  says  the  account,  “finally  sepa- 
rated, highly  delighted  with  the  hilarity,  sociality 
and  patriotism  which  prevailed.” 

Texas.  The  steamer  Columbia,  at  New  Or- 
leans, brings  advices  from  Galveston  to  the  8th 
ult.  A letter  from  Houston  to  the  editor  of  the 
New  Orleans  Bulletin,  says : 

“ I enclose  the  substance  of  a letter  just  received 
by  express  from  the  Mexican  eastern  frontier, 
deemed  of  great  consequence.  The  Mexican 
cities  of  Mier,  Comargo,  and  Reynosas,  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  have  pronounced  for  the  federal  govern- 
ment. The  central  troops  have  been  driven  out  of 
the  above  mentioned  towns.  The  commander  of 
the  federalists,  (Canales,)  at  the  head  of  theMliird 
division  in  that  district,  requests  the  government 
of  Texas  to  adopt  such  regulations  in  the  inter- 
course between  the  two  Rentiers  as  will  secure  the 
protection  of  the  adherents  of  tile  federal  party.” 

The  writer  adds,  “from  the  facts  just  stated, 
there  is  ground  enough  to  predicate  a speedy  coali- 
tion between  the  Texans  and  the  federal  party  of 
Mexico.” 

The  Bulletin  also  states  that  from  other  quarters 
of  Mexico  information  is  received  of  a fiiendly  dis- 
position manifested  by  the  Mexicans  on  the  fron- 
tier. Several  very  respectable  and  intelligent  Mex- 
ican citizens  had  arrived  in  Bexar,  froth  Coahuila 
and  Tamaulipas.  W'ho  stated  that  their  countrymen, 
along  the  whole  frontier,  were  desirous  of  contract- 
ing amicable  relations  with  Texas.  They  have 
frequently  expressed  a wish  to  unite  with  the  citi- 
zens of  Western  Texas  in  an  expedition  against  the 
Cumanches,  who  had  been  committing  depredations 
upon  their  settlements.  They  consider  that  since 
they  have  almost  unanimously  declared  in  favor  of 
federalism,  there  exists  no  longer  any  occasion  for 
hostilities;  and  as  their  general  government  can 
afford  them  no  protection,  they  wished  to  make 
common  cause  with  their  neighbors.  Severiogo.it 
appears,  had  been  recalled  by  Filasola,  and  the 
whole  frontier  left  exposed.  A rumor  prevailed  on 
the  Rio  Grand*  that  Filasola  had  become  disgusted 
with  the  Mexican  government,  and  intended  to 
quit  the  country.  A spirit  ot  disaffection,  and 
want  of  confidence  in  the  government,  was  mani- 
fested in  every  part  of  the  republic. 

Mexico.  By  the  arrival  of  the  brig  Comet  at 
New  Orleans  from  Havana,  whence  she  sailed  on 
the  9th  ult.,  the  editors  of  the  New'  Orleans  Bul- 
letin have  received  information  of  the  arrival  at 
that  port  from  Rochefort,  France,  of  the  steam  ship 
of  W'ar  Ycloco,  with  despatches  from  the  French 
government  to  the  commander  of  the  blockading 
squadron.  The  import  of  the  despatches  was  not 
made  public,  but  the  presumption  is  that  they  are 
highly  important,  from  the  fact  (bat  their  contents 
were  kept  secret,  and  their  reception  was  followed 
immediately  by  the  departure  of  the  Prince  de  Join- 
ville  for  Vera  Cruz,  on  board  the  Creole  ship  of 
war,  which  sailed  the  9th  ult.  ‘ 

The  United  States  ship  Natchez  arrived  at  Ha- 
vana on  the  1st  ult.  and  exchanged  salutes  with 
the  Creole,  which  had  arrived  a few  hours  before. 

Late  from  China.  By  the  Phillip  1st,  capt. 
Skellington,  we  have  received  Canton  papers  to  the 
7th  of  August. 

Admiral  Maitland,  with  a 74  gun  ship  and  a gun 
brig  had  arrived  at  Canton.  The  governor  issued  a 
special  edict,  ordering  him  to  Veep  his  sailors  on 
board,  and  to  depart  immediately. 

New  officers  throughout  had  been  appointed  at 
Canton,  with  strict  orders  to  exterminate  the  trade 
in  opium. 

After  the  expiration  of  one  year,  those  who  per- 
sist in  smoking  opium,  are  to  be  seized  and  branded 
on  the  face,  “smoking  blackguards.”  If  they  are 
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still  incorrigible,  they  are  to  be  banished  three 
years.  The  government  have  issued  an  edict,  in 
which  it  is  announced  that  a mode  has  been  dis- 
covered of  putting  an  end  to  the  opium  trade.  We 
copy  a curious  extract  from  the  edict : 

“1  have  examined  and  ascertained  that  if  the 
foreigners  are  deprived  of  the  tea  and  rhubarb  of 
China  for  several  days,  they  are  afflicted  with  blind- 
ness and  constipation  of  the  bowels,  to  that  extreme 
degree  that  their  lives  are  in  the  greatest  danger.  I 
have  seen  that  the  craving  for  opium  can  be  sub- 
dued by  the  power  of  medicine,  and  the  habit  aban- 
doned.” 

The  important  and  unimportant  effects  of  this  ca- 
lamity are  widely  different;  all  the  Chinese  do  not 
smoke  opium,  but  tea  and  rhubarb  are  articles  that 
are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  foreigner;  yet  the 
difference  between  the  greater  or  lesser  quantities 
used,  is  also  widely  different;  still  are  they  able 
from  a distance  to  lord  it  over  the  prosperity  and 
power  of  China. 

How  is  it  that  China  possessing  so  many  things 
useful  and  advantageous  to  man,  is  not  able  to  draw 
the  wealth  of  foreign  nations  into  her  coffers? 

If  efforts  are  not  made  to  devise  plans  to  meet 
the  circumstances  of  the  times,  but  on  the  contra- 
ry, if  the  affair  be  evaded  under  pretences  of  the 
difficulty  of  reforming  a long  continue^  system, 
China  will  soon  lose  her  principles  of  government 
and  means  of  producing  national  prosperity. 

[A".  V.  Express. 

From  Peru.  Extract  of  a letter  from  a youth  on 
board  the  U.  S.  ship  North  Carolina,  com.  Ballard, 
to  his  father,  in  Georgetown,  D.  C.  dated 

Callao,  (Peruj  Oct.  6,  1838. 

Since  I wrote  you  last,  nothing  strange  has  taken 
place  in  this  quarter;  all  things  remain  much  the 
same,  except  that  the  Chilians  have  taken  possession 
of  Lima,  and  are  now  encamped  with  their  army 
within  five  mile3  of  this  place.  But  I think  it 
rather  doubtful  whether  they  will  be  even  able 
to  take  this  post.  It  is  too  strongly  fortified  ; at 
least,  for  such  an  army  as  they  have  now  in  the 
field,  the  whole  amounting  to  no  more  than  six  or 
eight  thousand  men.  To  say  the  least  on  this  point, 
they  are  not  over-anxious  to  make  the  attack.  The 
whole  of  their  fleet  amounts  to  eleven  sail,  and 
none  of  them  larger  than  a common  sloop  of  war, 
the  whole  of  which  have  for  the  last  four  days  been 
blockaded  by  the  British  navy  on  this  station,  occa- 
sioned by  the  Chilians  shooting  an  English  doctor 
at  Lima.  But  as  salutes  were  exchanged  this 
morning  between  them,  and  one  of  the  Chilian  ves- 
* sels  got  under  way  and  stood  out  of  the  harbor,  1 
think  it  likely  they  have  in  some  form  or  other 
made  it  up. 

We  have  dull  times  on  this  station.  None  of  us 
are  permitted  to  go  on  shore  for  the  least  article. 
No  fresh  provisions  have  been  obtained  for  the  last 
two  or  three  weeks,  none  being  on  shore.  The 
Chilians  let  none  come  down  from  the  country,  for 
fear  the  Peruvians  will  take  them  to  supply  their 
army.  We  look  for  better  times  before  long,  as  it 
is  likely  we  will  start  for  Valparaiso  on  or  about  the 
15th  of  the  present  month. 

The  Boxer  is  at  present  lying  in  this  port;  the 
Enterprise  and  Lexington  are  to  leewaid  ; and  the 
Falmouth  up  to  windward.  The  English  have  at 
this  time  two  ships  in  here — the  President  and  Imo- 
gine.  The  French  also  have  one  frigate.  Those 
are  the  only  men  of  war  now  at  this  place.  This 
ship  is  in  excellent  health  ; there  are  not  more  than 
twelve  or  thirteen  on  the  sick  list  We  have  lost 
but  two  men  since  my  last  letter.  In  attending  the 
funeral  of  one  the  other  day  from  the  Boxer,  I copied 
the  following  lines  from  some  of  the  tombs.  The 
first  was  found  upon'that  of  a young  man  who  was 
murdered  by  one  he  took  for  a friend  : 

“ Short  was  the  summons  to  the  dreary  tomb 
Of  him  who  sleeps  beneath  this  lonelysod. 

The  friend  he  trusted  crushed  his  early  bloom, 

And  sent  him,  unprepared,  to  meet  his  God ! 

No  kinsmen  wept  upon  his  youthful  bier, 

And  stranger  hands  have  placed  this  tribute  here.’’ 

The  following  was  found  upon  the  last  resting 
place  of  four  seamen,  who  died  on  board  H.  B.  M. 
frigate  Blonde  : 

“ Tremendous  God  ! thy  mighty  power  cut  from  U3, 

Like  a withered  flower,  those  seamen  in  their  bloom. 
In  tribute  to  their  memory  dear,  their  shipmates 

Have  interred  them  here,  and  raised  this  humble 
tomb.” 

From  the  PAeiFic.  By  way  of  Panama,  the 
editors  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce, 
have  the  annexed  letter  from  Lima,  which  is,  how- 
ever, not  so  late  as  the  above  advices  : 

“ Lima,  Sept.  28,  183S. 

“ I have  only  time  to  say  that  in  consequence  of 
a deftction  in  the  army  that  garrisoned  this  place, 


gen.  Orbegoso,  (president  of  the  state,)  being  at 
the  head  of  the  revolutionary  party,  the  Chilian 
army,  5,000  strong,  disembarked  in  this  neighbor- 
hood on  the  Sth  u It.  and  on  the  21st  entered  this 
city,  after  defeating  gen.  Orbegoso  near  one  of  its 
gates,  with  a loss  of  500  killed  and  wounded.  The 
Chilians  have  placed  Gamarra  at  the  head  of  the 
government,  and  still  occupy  this  capital,  but  gen. 
Santa  Cruz  is  daily  expected  from  the  interior  with 
9,000  men. 

The  editors  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce have  seen  letters  from  Lima  as  late  as  the  5th 
of  October.  The  Chilian  army  still  retained  pos- 
session of  Lima,  communicating  with  the  sea  by 
the  small  port  of  Chovrillas.  Callao,  arid  other 
strong  places  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lima,  were 
held  by  Orbegoso,  the  head  of  the  Peruvians. 
Santa  Cruz  was  at  Janja,  about  40  leagues  from 
Lima,  with  7,000  or  8,000  Bolivians.  It  was  hoped 
an  end  would  be  put  to  the  war  by  a declaration  of 
a federal  union  of  independent  states.  «• 

Trade  at  a full  stop,  in  consequence  ot  the  com- 
munication of  Lima  with  the  interior  being  cutoff. 

Georgia  and  Maine  controversy.  From  the 
Charleston  Courier.  The  resolutions,  offered  by  the 
hon*J.  S.  Rhett,  on  this  subject,  in  the  senate  of 
this  state,  were  superseded  by  others  in  the  house, 
to  which  the  senate  ultimately  assented,  as  fol- 
lows : 

“ Whereas,  this  legislature  has  learned  with  deep 
concern,  that  a serious  controversy  has  arisen  be- 
tween the  states  of  Georgia  and  Maine,  in  relation 
to  an  alleged  violation  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  of 
that  important  provision  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  concerning  the  apprehension  and 
trial  of  ‘fugitives  from  justice’  : 

“And  whereas,  the  legislature  has  received  no 
official  information  of  the  facts  and  circumstances 
attending  this  subject,  or  of  the  course  which  our 
sister  state  of  Georgia  deems  it  due  to  herselt  and 
the  constitution  to  pursue  : 

“And  whereas,  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  every 
member  of  this  confederacy,  to  piotect  and  defend 
the  national  compact,  and  to  insist  on  a strict  and 
faithful  observance  of  all  its  provisions,  by  every 
sovereign  party  thereto: 

“ Therefore  resolved.  That,  with  a view  to  a full 
and  correct  understanding  of  the  subject,  and  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  our  constitutional  ob 
ligations  may  require,  the  governor  of  this  state  be 
requested  to  correspond  with  the  governors  ol  Geor- 
gia and  Maine,  and  obtain  exact  and  official  infor- 
mation of  all  the  particulars  relating  to  the  alleged 
infraction  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  state  of  Maine,  and  all  the  proceedings  con- 
sequent thereon,  and  to  communicate  the  same  to 
this  legislature,  at  the  next  session.” 

The  exploring  expedition.  An  arrival  at 
New  Orleans  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  bringing  dates 
to  the  1st  of  December,  reports  that  the  United 
States  exploring  expedition  fleet,  consisting  of  the 
Vincennes,  Peacock,  Relief  Porpoise,  Sea  Gull,  and 
Flying;  Fish,  commandant  Wilkes,  were  at  Rio  at 
the  above  date,  preparing  for  sea,  and  to  sail  in  a 
few  days — officers  and  men  all  well. 

The  Relief,  which  had  separated  from  the  squad- 
ron before  it  reached  Madeira,  and  had  not  been 
heard  of  when  the  squadron  sailed  from  that  place, 
joined  the  squadron  at  Rio,  after  a passagp  of  one 
hundred  days. 

The  United  States  ship  Independence,  commo- 
dore Pope,  was  also  in  port  bearing  the  broad 
pendant  of  commodore  Nicholson. 

Arrival  of  the  Grampus.  The  U.  S.  schr. 
Grampus,  lieut.  comd’t.  Payne,  from  the  West  In- 
dia station,  arrived  at  Norfolk  on  Tuesday  morning, 
the  22d  nit.,  and  anchored  otf  the  naval  hospital. 
The  Grampus  sailed  from  Pen|JC^!a  an(i  called  at 
Havana,  whence  she  sailed  on  me3d  ultimo. 

Off  the  Moro,  the  Grampus  passed  the  govern- 
ment packet  Consort,  lieut.  Gardiner,  from  Vera 
Cruz  for  New  York,  touching  at  Havana  to  land 
a mail  and  passengers.  The  officers  of  the  G.  and 
C.  conversed  together,  and  nothing  was  mentioned 
by  the  latter  relative  to  any  difficulty  with  the 
French  squadron  at  Vera  Cruz,  as  heretofore  re- 
ported. 

The  Grampus  has  experienced  very  severe  vvea- 
theroffthe  coast.  Was  within  an  hour’s  sail  of  the 
Capes  on  Sunday,  the  13th  inst.,and  was  blown  otf. 
On  that  day,  when  within  24  miles  of  Cape  Henry, 
spoke  a schr.  from  Charleston  bound  to  this  port, 
but  did  not  learn  her  name;  and  shortly  after  spoke 
the  schooner  Emerald  from  New  York  bound  to 
Charleston. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  officers  of  the 
Grampus : 


John  S.  Payne,  esq.  lieut.  commandant;  lieu- 
tenants Gabriel  G.  Williamson,  T.  T.  Hunter,  D. 
McDougall ; assistant  surgeon,  E.  J.  Rutter ; mas- 
ter, W.  R.  Gardner ; midshipmen,  Win.  H.  Adams, 
R.  D.  Izard,  Wm.  W.  Police,  James  Foster;  cap- 
tain’s clerk,  Thos.  Hanson ; passenger,  Dr.  Sol. 
Sharp. 

The  public  lands. — In  the  house  of  delegates 
of  Virginia,  Mr.  John  Tyler  has  recently  made  a 
very  able  report  on  the  public  lands,  which  con- 
cludes by  recommending  the  passage  of  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  public  lands  held  by  the  U.  States 
belong  in  common  to  all  the  states,  and  that  each  and 
all  are  entitled  to  participate  in  the  benefits  derivable 
therefrom. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  amongst  the  solemn  duties  de- 
volved upon  the  congressof the  U.  States, “faithfully  and 
bona  fide"  to  dispose  of  the  public  lands  in  such  manner 
as  will  equally  ensure  to  the  benefit  of  all  the  states, 
who  may  now  be  or  hereafter  become  members  of  this 
confederacy — and  that  this  general  assembly  deprecates 
the  adoption  of  all  such  measures  by  congress,  as  will 
have  a contrary  tendency. 

Resolved,  That  whilst  the  general  assembly  views 
with  becoming  pride  the  rapid  growth  of  the  new  states, 
and  would  do  nothing  to  check  their  advance  in  wealth 
and  power,  it  nevertheless  can  not  fail  to  perceive  in 
some  of  the  propositions  now  pending  before  congress, 
the  germ  of  pleasures  calculated  to  unsettle  the  condi- 
tions on  which  the  public  lands  were  ceded  by  the 
original  proprietor  states,  and  greatly  to  impair  the 
equality  of\  benefits  arising  from  the  same,  in  which 
Virginia,  in  common  with  all  the  states,  is  justly  enti- 
tled to  participate. 

Resolved,  That  not  only  the  experience  of  the  past, 
but  a wise  forecast,  require  the  speedy  adoption  of 
some  equitable  plan  providing  for  the  distribution 
among  the  states  in  just  proportions,  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  the  general  assembly 
doth  therefore  earnestly  urge  upon  congress  the  imme- 
diate adoption  of  such  measures  as  will  be  best  calcu- 
lated to  obtain  this  most  desirable  object.  . 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth 
transmit  the  foregoing  report  and  resolutions  to  each  of 
the  senators  and  representatives  in  congress  from  this 
state,  with  a request  that  the  same  be  laid  before  the 
two  houses  of  congress. 

Grants  to  Polish  exiles.  In  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  a few  days  ago,  Mr.  Young,  of  Illi- 
nois, made  the  following  exposition  respecting  the 
grants  of  land-rights  to  Polish  exiles,  made  by  the 
act  of  congress  passed  in  1834: 

“ Mr.  Young  said  that,  some  days  since,  the  sen- 
ate, at  his  motion,  had  adopted  a resolution  of  in- 
quiry, whether  the  conditions  on  which  certain 
grants  of  land  in  Illinois  were  made  to  Polish  exiles 
had  been  complied  with,  and  a response  had  been 
given  by  the  department,  which  was  printed,  and 
was  now  lying  on  our  tables.  It  seemed  from  this 
document  that  a selection  had  been  made  by  the 
agent  of  the  exiles,  but  it  had  not  been  confirmed 
by  the  department.  They  were  allowed,  by  the 
terms  of  the  grant,  to  select  thirty-six  sections  from* 
three  contiguous  townships,  upon  condition  that 
they  would  go  upon  the  lands  and  occupy  them  for 
ten  consecutive  years,  at  the  end  of  which  fijme 
the)r  were  to  receive  patents  upon  the  payment  of 
$1  25  per  acre,  the' minimum  price  of  the  govern- 
ment. That  four  years  and  upwards  of  the  time 
limited  had  gone  by,  and  that  there  was  not,  accord- 
ing to  the  information  he  had  received,  a single  Po- 
lish exile  in  that  part  of  the  country.  He  further 
remarked  that  the  agent  of  these  exiles  had  so  loca- 
ted their  claim  as  to  include  18  miles  on  each  side 
of  Rock  river,  embracing  the  finest  portion  of  the 
country,  and,  in  many  instances,  interfering  with 
the  improvements  of  the  settlers,  who  would  be 
greatly'  prejudiced  by  a confirmation  of  the  selec- 
tions of  land  as  made  by  the  agent.  That  another 
difficulty  had  occurred  by  the  location  of  several 
floating  Indian  reservations  on  a part  of  these  same 
lands,  which,  having  been  proved  by  the  president, 
furtherffegislation  had  become  necessary  to  enable 
all  the  parties  concerned  to  understand  their  respec- 
tive rights  under  the  circumstances  alluded  to.  That 
in  his  judgment,  whatever  right  these  exiles  may 
have  had  to  an  exclusive  occupancy  of  these  lands, 
under  the  act  of  congress  passed  for  their  benefit  in 
1834,  that  that  right  had  become  forfeited  by'  reason 
of  their  failure  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the 
act,  in  not  occupying  the  lands  as  is  required.  He 
concluded  by  moving  a reference  of  the  report  to 
the  committee  on  public  lands,  which  was  agreed 
to.” 

The  Mormon  affair.  We  learn  from  the  St. 
Louis  Republican  that  the,  senate  passed  on  the  3d 
upon  the  joint  resolutions  of  the  Mo.  Legislature. 
“ The  first  resolution,”  says  the  Republican,  “ de- 
clares that  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  prose- 
cute the  investigation  into  the  cause  of  the  Mormon 
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disturbances  and  the  conduct  of  the  military  in  sup- 
pressing them.  The  second,  that  none  of  the  docu- 
ments or  evidence  accompanying  the  governor’s 
message  ought  to  be  published,  with  the  sanction 
of  the  legislature.  The  third,  that  a committee  should 
be  appointed,  to  consist  of  members  of  both  branches, 
to  be  vested  with  power  to'  investigate  the  whole 
matter  and  report  to  the  governor.  This  resolution 
was  amended  in  the  house,  so  as  to  require  the  go- 
vernor to  convene  the  legislature  when  the  commit- 
tee reported.”  The  first  and  second  resolutions 
were  passed  and  the  third  rejected. 

Judge  Xing  lately  presided  at  an  anti-Mormon 
meeting  in  Ray  county.  He  is  the  judge  of  that 
circuit,  and  the  Mormon  prisoners,  now  in  jail,  are 
to  be  tried  before  him.  Truly,  they  have  an  excel- 
lent chance  for  a fair  and  impartial  trial. 

Custom  house  seizures.  The  vast  seizures 
of  merchandise  made  indiscriminately,  we  may 
say,  on  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Hoyt,  as  collector 
of  the  port,  have  at  length, found  their  way  in  the 
presence  of  a jury  of  the  country — in  the  presence 
of  distinguished  citizens,  sworn  to  decide  on  the 
law  and  the  facts,  and  the  result  thus  far  has  been 
a general  restoration  of  the  property  seized  to  their 
owners.  How  far  poor  and  unfortunate  men  have 
been  compelled  to  abandon  their  property  and  sub- 
mit to  the  confiscation,  not  having  means  to  con- 
test the  point,  we  are  unabla  to  say — the  amount 
no  doubt  is  heavy.  When  the  revenue  laws  of 
1796  were  passed,  it  was  deemed  good  policy  in  a 
young  and  growing  country  to  give  a portion  of  the 
forfeitures  to  the  heads  of  the  revenue  department, 
in  order  to  excite  their  vigilance,  and  protect  the 
fair  importer.  Our  own  experience  in  these  mat- 
ters satisfies  us  the  practice  is  a dangerous  one  to 
the  revenue,  and  to  those  transacting  business  with 
the  government,  and  that  the  law  of  seizures  should 
be  reorganized.  We  have  so  many  curious  and 
contradictory  laws  of  ad  valorem  and  minimum 
duties,  such  varieties  of  opinions  from  comptrollers 
and  collectors,  and  so  many  views  among  apprais- 
ers, that  there  is  now  no  guarantee,  no  safety  for 
the  importer,  and  the  very  shade  of  a shadow  of  a 
pretext  is  deemed  sufficient  cause  for  seizure.  The 
collector,  spurred  on  by  his  interest  in  a portion  of 
the  forfeiture,  has  no  ceremony,  no  scruple  in  the 
matter.  If  a court  and  jury  decide  against  him, 
the  loss  falls  on  the  unfortunate  importer,  not  the 
collector  - the  government  swells  tlie  fees  of  the 
district  attorney  in  urging  a condemnation,  and  if 
it  fails,  it  fails.  Far  different,  however,  is  the  con- 
dition of  the  importer.  He  first  loses  the  time  and 
the  market — he  employs  counsel,  defends  the  suit — 
the  court  restore  him  his  goods,  and  his  losses  by 
the  seizure  and  the  trial  may  be  computed  at  fifty 
per  cent,  on  the  invoice.  He  looks  round  for  re- 
dress— he  has  none — the  government  will  not  make 
good  his  losses — the  seizing  officer  pleads  that  he 
is  only  an  agent,  and  the  importer  is  literally  rob- 
bed of  one  half  the  value  of  his  property  by  the 
present  system.  If  the  law  was  altered,  and  the 
collectors  of  the  principal  ports  received  liberal 
salaries,  but  no  portion  of  the  forfeitures  arising 
from  seizures,  the  resulUtoould  be  a closer  exami- 
nation into  the  whole  matter — a more  just  and  lib- 
eral disposition  towards  the  importer,  and  conse- 
quently a more  disinterested  inquiry  into  the  whole 
subject. 

If,  under  all  these  restrictions,  goods  thus  seized 
should  be  acquitted  by  a jury,  then  the  importer 
should  look  to  the  government  for  redress.  We 
are  essentially  a government  of  the  people,  and  if 
a doubt  arises  on  a question,  the  people  and  not  the 
government  should  have  the  benefit  of  that  doubt. 
The  law,  therefore,  should  be  altered  not  only  on 
these  grounds,  but  on  the  more  important  one  that 
the  policy  deemed  necessary  for  thirteen  states  and 
five  millions  of  people  forty  years  ago,  requires 
modification  at  this  time  when  there  are  twenty- 
six  states  and  fifteen  millions  of  people.  Laws 
should  yield  and  be  altered  to  the  state  of  the  times. 

[IV.  Y.  Star. 

Finances  of  Maine.  The  treasurer  reports 
the  liabilities  of  the  state  at  .$705,738,  while  its 
resources  are  but  $367,79-1,  including  securities  in 
the  land  office  amounting  to  $328,940;  a large  part 
of  which  is  but  of  small  value,  and  very  little  of  it 
available.  The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  ensuing 
year  are  estimated  at  $580,842,  and  the  ordinary 
resources  at  $134,723!  The  treasurer  remarks, 
“ the  state  debt  at  the  close  of  the  ensuing  year 
will  be  about  $1,000,000 — and  should  the  bounty 
on  wheat  and  corn  be  continued,  it  will  probably 
amount  to  $1,600,000,  before  any  thing  can  be  re- 
alized from  a state  tax,  the  interest  on  which  and 
the  necessary  expenditures  of  government  will  re- 
quire a tax  of  about  $250,000  per  annum,  to  pre- 
vent an  increase  of  the  debt.” 


Baltimore.  The  following  document  accom- 
panied the  mayor’s  communication  to  the  city 
council : 

Return  of  the  amount  of  assessment  in  the  twelve 
wards  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  ; showing  the 
amount  in  each  ward  subject  to  direct  taxation, 
also  the  amount  of  exempt  property  as  certified 
and  returned  (in  compliance  with  the  ordinance) 
to  the  register  of  the  city,  by  the  board  of  asses- 


SOIS 

oqthe  4th  day  of  Jan.  1839. 
Subject  lo 

Wards.  Direct  tax. 

Exempt. 

Total  amount. 

1 

1,685,588 

314,572 

2,000,160 

2 

1,717,208 

None  exempt. 

1,717,208 

3 

1,883,765 

120,015 

2,003,780 

4 

1,583,546 

390,221 

1,973,767 

5 

3,141,251 

None  exempt. 

3,141,251 

6 

9,43S,019 

109,889 

9,547,908 

7 

13,676,881 

192,653 

13,869,534 

8 

2,S49,132 

257,266 

3,106,398 

9 

8,106,848 

None  exempt. 

8,106,848 

10 

4,129,609 

422,070 

4,551,679 

11 

5,340,571 

None  exempt. 

5,340,571 

12 

2,615,165 

1,393,265 

4,008,430 

$56,167,583 

$3,199,951 

$59,367,534 

Presented  to  the  honorable  the  mayor  of  the  city 

of  Baltimore,  by  the  assessors,  5th  January,  1839. 

Jos.  K.  Stapleton, 
Samuel  Boyd, 
William  J.  Wight. 

The  following  official  paper  shows  the  number  of 


during  six 

months  of  each 

year — from  1st  May 

1st  November — commencing  with  the 
Foreign.  Citizens. 

year  1827 
Total. 

1827, 

1,477 

318 

1,795 

1828, 

1,731 

510 

2,251 

1829, 

2,074 

470 

2,544 

1830, 

4,084 

519 

4,603 

1831, 

4,381 

661 

5,042 

^1832, 

11,414 

532 

11,946 

1833, 

8,339 

344 

8,683 

1834, 

7,463 

494 

7,957 

1835, 

3,843 

342 

4,158 

1836, 

-5,268 

334 

5,602 

1837, 

5,941 

634 

6,575 

1838, 

4,909 

598 

5,507 

12  years. 
Average 

60.934 

5,5573. 

5756 

66,690 

Imprisonment  for  debt.  The  following  ex- 
tract from  the  records  of  Baltimore  county  jail 
exhibits  a condition  of  things  which  would  seem  to 
fortify,  very  strongly,  the  recommendation  of  the 
mayor  in  favor 'of  the  abolishment  of  imprisonment 
for  debt.  It  appears  from  this,  that  of  eight  per- 
sons who  were  imprisoned  for  debts  of  less  amount 
than  $1,  only  five  paid  their  debt,  and  that,  in  every 
case,  the  amount  of  costs  incurred  exceeded  the 
amount  of  the-  original  debt.  It  appears  from  a 
statement  made  by  the  warden  of  the  jail,  that  of 
489  persons  who  were  committed  for  debt  in  183S, 
only  58  wei  e released  by  the  payment  of  their  debts. 
In  the  case  of  85  of  those  unfortunate  persons, 
their  creditors,  finding  it  unavailing  to  keep  them 
in  prison,  permitted  them  to  escape  by  declining  to 
furnish  bread  money — thus  displaying,  at  once,  the 
inefficiency  of  the  remedy  and  its  oppressive  and 
inhuman  character.  We  sincerely  hope  that  the 
legislature  will  not  adjourn  without  ridding  our 
statute  book  of  this  remnant  of  barbarism. 

[ Balt . Chron. 

1837  cents 
Dec’r — 1 colored  man, — debt  25 

costs  2,56 

jail  fees  47 — 3,28  released  by 
paying  debt,  &c.,  1 day  confined 

1838 

Mar. — 1 colored  man, — debt  50 
costs  1,71 

jail  fees  67 — 2,S8  released  by 
paying  debt,  &c.,  2 days  confined 

June — 1 white  man, — debt  68 
costs  1,80 

jail  fees  67 — 3,15  released  by 
paying  debt,  &c.,  2 days  confined 

July — 1 white  man, — debt  50 
costs  1,76 

jail  fees  67 — 2,93  released  by 
magistrate,  fees  to  plaintiff,  2 days  confined 
July — 1 white  man, — debt  31 
costs  1,25 

jail  fees  87 — 2,43  released  by 
magistrate,  feps  to  defendant,  3 days  confined 
August — 1 white  man, — debt  75 
costs  1,75 

jail  fees  47—2,97  released  by 
paying  debt,  &c.,  1 day  confined 


Aug. — 1 colored  man, — debt  56 
costs  1,81 

jail  fees  1,07 — 3,44  released  by 

paying  debt,  &c.,  4 days  confined 

Sep. — 1 white  man, — debt  31 
costs  1,71 

jail  fe^s  2,87 — 4,89  released  by 

magistrate,  fees  to  defendant,  13  days  confined 
8 persons — 5 while  and  3 col’d,  total  28  days  confin’d 

Whole  amount  of  the  above  debt  is  J $3,86 

“ “ “ “ costs  is  14,35 

“ “ jail  fees  is  7,76 

$25,97 

The  lunacy  of  Preston  King.  According 
to  a statement  in  the  Albany  Argus,  the  lamentable 
affliction  which  has  overtaken  this  gentleman,  and 
which  has  consigned  him  to  a mad  house,  arose 
from  far  different  causes  than  political  monomania. 

He  was  a resident  of  St.  Lawrence  county,  and  it 
appears  that  the  Canadian  difficulties,  in  which  the 
citizens  of  that  county  deeply  involved  themselves, 
and  particularly  the  Prescott  affair,  operating  upon 
a mind  and  body  greatly  enfeebled  by  previous  se- 
vere illness,  have  produced  the  lamentable  catas- 
trophe which  has  been  so  much  spoken  of  by  the 
public  papers,  and  so  generally  ascribed  to  the  ef- 
fects of  party  politics.  The  desire  on  the  one  hand, 
to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  frontier  and  the  neutral 
relations  of  the  country,  and  on  the  other,  and  at  the 
affair  at  Prescott  particularly,  to  rescue  his  country- 
men, some  of  them  of  his  acquaintance,  from  the 
danger  which  he  was  conscious  was  impending  over 
them,  induced  him,  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  to  pass 
over  at  night  and  offer  them  the  means  of  escape 
from  the  mill,  and  a return  to  their  families  and 
friends  ; the  refusal  on  their  part  to  accept  the  offer 
and  the  fatal  consequences  that  ensued,  seemed  to 
prey  upon  his  mind,  enfeebled  by  previous  indis- 
position, until,  upon  that  subject,  it  has  become 
partially  (but  we  trust  not  incurably)  alienated. 

Mr.  Darg’s  slave.  In  the  court  of  sessions, 
on  Saturday,  Mr.  Jordan  of  counsel  for  Mr.  Darg, 
moved  to  postpone  the  trial  of  his  slave,  Tom 
Hughes,  (on  the  indictment  for  robbery,)  to  the 
next  term.  The  motion  was  supported  by  affidavits 
stating  that  Mr.  Darg  was  absent  on  business,  but 
was  ready  and  willing  to  appear  as  prosecutor,  and 
might  probably  be  soon  expected. 

Mr.  Shaler,  on  behalf  of  Hughes,  opposed  the 
motion,  and  moved  for  his  discharge,  three  terms 
having  elapsed  since  his  indictment,  and  no  prose- 
cutoT  appearing. 

Hughes  was  brought  into  court,  and  stated  that 
Mr.  Darg  visited  him  in  prison,  before  he  left  the 
city,  and  told  him  that  he  should  not  come  back; 
but  that  he,  the  slave,  must  come  to  him  as  soon  as 
he  got  out  of  prison. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  granted,  and  the 
slave  recommitted,  the  recorder  dissenting,  for  rea- 
sons which  he  stated  at  large.  He  held  that  the 
slave  ought  to  be  discharged.  [IV.  Y.  Com. 

Steamboat  accidents.  The  following  particu- 
lars of  the  loss  of  the  General  Brown,  are  from  the 
New  Orleans  True  American. 

‘Few  of  the  frightful  accidents  which  have  of  late 
years  happened  to  steamboats  on  the  Western  waters 
have  been  attended  with  circumstances  so  exciting 
and  so  reprehensible  as  those  which  marked  the  de- 
struction of  the  General  Brown,  captain  Samuel 
Clark.  By  this  most  deplorable  event  between 
thirty  and  forty  individuals  have  lost  their  lives  from 
what  appears  to  be  the  most  wanton  and  unnecessary 
risk. 

“It  appears  that  the  General  Biowm  rounded  to  on 
Saturday  night,  about  60  miles  above  Helena,  on  a 
signal  from  the  Empress,  owing  to  a flat-boat  w7ith 
52  horses  in  it,  which  she  had  in  tow,  having  sprung 
a leak.  The  ill-fated  captain  Clark  took  on  board 
about  30  of  the  animals,  and  proceeded  on  his.  way 
down,  as  captain  Russell,  of  the  Empress,  had  ex- 
pressed his  determination  not  to  make  any  race  then, 
or  ever.  On -Sunday,  about  noon,  the  Empress  ap- 
proached Helena,  where  she  saw  the  General  Brown 
holding  on  to  her  steam  as  if  for  the  purpose  of  a 
contest,  but,  just  as  the  Empress  came  abreast  of  her, 
she  exploded  with  such  force  as  lo  jar  the  Empress 
to  an  extent  that  affrighted  many  of  her  lady  pas- 
sengers. On  w itnessing  the  calamity,  captain  Rus- 
sell ordered  his  boat  to  be  rounded  to,  in  order  to 
render  every  assistance;  but,  as  he  approached,  he 
was  \varned  off,  on.  the  ple.a  that  there  was  powder 
on  board  the  ill-fated  General  Brown.  But  Captain 
Russell  was  not  to  be  scared  from  his  duty  as  a man 
and  a Christian  by  any  personal  risk;  so  making  his 
boat  fast  above  the  wreck,  he  headed  his  whole  force 
in  entering  the  burning  heap  of  ruins  which  the  ex- 
ploded steamer  presented,  and  rescued  from  destru' 
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tion  six  beings  who  were  pent  up  in  the  forecastle. 

<;He  worked  with  might  and  main  until  three 
o’clock  on  Monday  morning,  and  no  eulogy  can  be 
too  warm  for  the  noble  conduct  he  displayed  through- 
out. Of  the  eighteen  cabin  passengers  (males) 
known  to  be  on  board,  five  only  were  saved.  The 
first  clerk  wa3  the  only  officer  saved,  inconsequence 
of  his  having  gone  ashore  to  the  post  office.  Owing 
to  the  fact  that  but  few  of  the  passengers  had  regis- 
tered their  names,  it  is  impossible  to  come  to  an  ac- 
curate list  of  the  sufferers.  Among  them  is  Mr. 
Horace  Blanchard,  an  estimable  citizen  of  Vicksburg, 
whose  body  was  found  stripped  to  the  waist,  and 
floating  near  the  bank,  about  a mile  and  a half  below. 
Dr.  Pryce,  of  Vicksburg,  whose  body  was  not  found, 
had  with  him  $7,000.  During  Sunday  afternoon 
the  steamers  Emperor,  General  Harrison,  and  Com- 
modore came  up,  but  none  but  the  former  rendered 
any  assistance  to  the  sufferers. 

“Mr.  Long,  one  of  the  victims,  fell  through  the 
skylight  of  a boat  at  the  wharf,  and  died  on  being 
picked  up.  All  parties  agree  in  the  fact  that  the  ex- 
plosion arose  from  the  engineer  holding  on  to  the 
steam,  with  the  intent,  it  is  supposed,  of  overtaking 
the  Empress,  which  was  passing  quietly  on  her 
way.” 

Boston  fire  department.  The  department 
has  been  called  out  a fewer  number  of  times  this 
year,  than  for  the  past  five  years.  The  amount  of 
property  lost  is  small,  compared  with  other  years, 
as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  table,  which  is 
one  of  interest,  embracing  a period  often  years. 


Years. 

No.  of  times 

Loss  of 

Amount  ol 

called  out. 

property. 

insurances. 

1829, 

123 

112,150 

65,450 

1830; 

85 

58,000 

34,000 

1831, 

51 

34,000 

. 18,000 

1832, 

133 

5 1,000 

18,000 

1833', 

144 

94,000 

43,000 

1834, 

103 

33,000 

25.000 

1835', 

155 

206.000 

104,000 

1836, 

203 

137,000 

43,000 

T837; 

133 

167.000 

115,000 

1838', 

100 

32,052 

20,133 

1248 

8932,812 

$480,539 

The  diminution  in  the  number  of  alarms  during 
the  past  year,  may  be  attributed  to  the  energetic 
measures  adopted  by  the  mayor.  The  department 
has  been  called  out  but  four  or  five  times  during 
the  whole  year,  on  false  alarms.  And  when  we 
contrast  the  past  year  with  the  two  or  three  pre- 
ceding ones,  in  which  scarcely  a day  or  night  pas- 
sed, without  a fire  or  rumors  of  fire,  we  cannot 
too  much  admire  the  prompt  measures  that  have 
been  taken  to  produce  so  good  a result. 

[Boston  Almanac. 

Enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal.  Extract 
from  Mr.  Rtugfes’s  report  to  the  legislature  of 
New  York,  March  12,  1838: 

“ The  canal,  when  enlarged,  will  be  greatly'  in- 
creased in  value  and  power,  and  in  point  of  magni- 
tude, will  be  one  of  the  most  important  works,  not 
only  of  this  country,  but  of  the  age.  Its  capacity 
exceeding  that  of  the  present  canal,  at  least  seven, fold 
— being  7 feet  deep  and  70  feet  wide,  with  double 
locks  of  enlarged  dimensions,  throughout  the  whole 
line,  it  will  famish  the  means  of  convenient  transit  for 
not  less  than  10,000,000  tons  annually.  The  supply 
of  water  will  be  abundant  and  unfailing,  and  the 
enlarged  size  of  the  boats  by  which  it  will  be  navi- 
gated, will  reduce  the  cost  of  transportation  nearly 
one  half.  ***** 

“Important  financial  consequences  are  involved 
in  its  -speedy  prosecution.  By  proper  efforts  the 
enlargements  may  be  completed  and  made  available 
within  five  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time, 
the  interest  at  5 per  cent,  compounded  half  yearly, 
on  the  cost  of  the  work  (estimating  it  at  fifteen  mil- 
lions) will  amount  toabout  $2,500,000  ; — whereas  if 
the  completion  shall  be  delayed  twenty  years,  the  in- 
tervening interest  alone  will  exceed  $9,000,000  ; — 
showing  a loss  of  interest  by  proceeding  at  the  present 
sluggish  rate,  of  at  least  $7,600,000 — a sum  which 
of  itself  would  go  far  to  extend  the  benefits  of  inter- 
nal improvement  to  every  section  of  the  state.” 

This  and  other  arguments  in  this  very  able  report 
carried  conviction,  and  the  legislature  of  New  York 
accordingly  passed  the  bill  for  the  enlargement  of 
the  Erie^canal  on  the  7th  April,  1838. 

A Russian  postmaster.  The  correspondent  of 
the  New  York  American,  a lady,  writing  from  St. 
Petersburgh,  gives  the  following  interesting  descrip- 
tion of  a Russian  postmaster,  and  of  his  mode  of 
performing  arithmetical  calculations  : 

“ At  the  first  post  station,  after  passing  the  fron- 
tier of  old  Finland,  I was  much  amused  at  what  I , 
then  thought  to  be  an  original  character.  T he  post- 


master was  a Russian  serf,  in  the  costume  of  that 
class.  His  only  garment  was  made  of  dressed  sheep- 
skin, with  tire  wool  inside,  and  sewed  tight  about 
the  neck  with  a sort  of  rolling  collar  down  the  back, 
showing  the  wool  outward;  the  sleeves  were  of  the 
same  material ; the  garment  came  down  within  a 
foot  of  the  ground,  and  a broad  leathern  belt  encir- 
cled the  waist.  He  wore  a long  silver- white  beard, 
and  sitowy  locks  flowed  over  his  shoulders.  The 
whole  thing  looked  like  a sheared  white  bear.  In 
rec  koning  up  the  amount  of  our  posting,  he  used  the 
little  machine  which  I have  seen  in  our  country, 
brought  from  China,  and  in  general  use  there,  as  I 
am  informed.  It  is  a small  box,  or  frame,  with 
wires  drawn  across  it,  on  which  are  strung  little 
wooden  balls  of  various  colors.  So  dexterous  was 
this  venerable  Muscovite  at  this  mode  of  computa- 
tion, that  he  made  up  the  amount  of  our  indebted- 
ness to  him  in  half  the  time  it  took  us  with  pencil 
and  paper,  and  correct  to  a fraction. 

I afterwards  saw  several  travelling  pedlars  each 
with  one  of  these  rattle-traps  dangling  at  his  girdle. 

1 have  since  observed  that  it  is  in  common  use  in 
all  the  bazaars,  and  is  of  infinite  service  where  so 
few  can  read  or  write;  it  is  next  to  impossible  to 
make  an  error  with  it  in  simple  calculation.  Hav- 
ing had  its  principles  explained  to  me,  I am  quite 
certain  that,  should  its  utility  once  become  general- 
ly known  in  our  country,  we  would  sec  one  on  the 
counter  of  every  shop,  and  at  every  stall  in  our 
markets.  It  wurks  every  thing  by  decimals,  and 
in  the  most  simple  manner.  The  decimal  division 
of  our  currency  is  well  adapted  to  this  short  hand 
method  of  computation.  1 have  made  the  acquisi- 
tion of  one  of  small  size,  and,  should  I not  forget 
the  initiative  lessons  I have  taken  on  this  harp  of 
Plutus,  shall  be  able,  one  day  or  other,  to  teach  you 
its  haimonious  numbers  ” 

Indian  barbarity.  From  the  Chicago  Democrat 
Council  Bluffs,  Oct.  15,  1838.  The  Sioux  and 
Pawnees,  only  160  miles  from  here,  are  in  constant 
hostility.  This  war  ha3  continued  for  about  200 
years.  So  the  Indians  here  (the  Pottawatamies) 
say.  The  Pawnees  in  a war  expedition  into  the 
Sioux  country  last  February, took  prisoner  a Sioux 
girl  only  14  years  old,  whom  they  kept  about  two 
months,  until  corn  planting,  and  fattened  her  as  they 
would  a hog.  They  then  determined  to  make  a 
sacrifice  of  her.  This  they  kept  to  themselves. 
T wo  day9  before  the  sacrifice  a council  of  eighty  of 
the  warriors  and  head  men  of  the  nation,  met  to  see 
whether  they  would  accept  the  offers  of  two  traders 
of  the  American  fur  company,  who  ottered  them 
valuable  presents  if  they  would  release  her  to  them, 
so  that  they  might  let  her  return  home.  But  all 
would  not  do.  A majority  of  the  council  was  for  a 
sacrifice,  of  course  those  in  favor  of  her  release 
could  do  nothing. 

At  the  breaking  up  of  the  council,  the  prisoner 
was  brought  out,  and  accompanied  by  the  whole 
council,  was  led  from  house  to  house ; when  they 
gave  her  a small  billet  of  wood  and  a little  paint, 
which  she  handed  to  the  warrior  next  her,  and  he 
passed  it  on  to  the  next  until  every  wigwam  had 
contributed  some  wood  and  paint.  On  the  22d  of 
April  she  was  led  out  to  be  sacrificed,  but  not  until 
she  came  upon  the  ground  did  she  conjecture  her 
fate.  They  had  chosen  the  place  between  two  trees 
which  grew  within  five  feet  of  each  olher.  They 
then  made  her  ascend  the  three  bars  tied  across  from 
tree  to  tree,  her  feet  resting  on  the  bars  below  ; 
where  a slow  fire  kindled  beneath  would  just  reach 
her  feet.  Two  warriors  then  mounted  the  bars, 
and  there,  standing  one  on  each  side  of  her,  held 
fire  under  her  arm  pits  until  she  was  almost  dead. 
Then,  at  a given  signal  they  all  shot  arrows  in  her 
body  so  thick  that  hardly  a pin  could  be  placed  be- 
tween (hem.  The  arrows  were  immediately  taken 
from  her  flesh,  and  it  was  all  cut  off  from  her  bones 
in  pieces  not  larger  tnan  half  a dollar,  and  put  in 
baskets.  Ail  this  was  done  before  she  was  quite 
dead.  Then  the  principal  chief  took  a piece  of  the 
flesh  and  squeezed  it  until  a drop  of  blood  fell  upon 
the  corn  that  was  just  planted,  and  this  was  done  to 
all  they  had  in  the  ground. 

This  is  the  way  they  treat  prisoners  of  war  out 
here.-  The  foregoing  was  told  me  by  a trader  of  in- 
disputable veracity,  who  was  on  the  ground  at  the 
time.  In  June  last,  the  narrator’s  wile’s  brother 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Sioux  and  treated  in  the 
same  manner. 

I have  visited  the  Oltoes,  eight  miles  from  here, 
and  have  been  forcibly  struck  with  their  supersti- 
tious burials  of  the  dead.  When  a warriorofnote  dies, 
they  kill  one  ot  the  best  horses  of  the  nation  on  his 
grave,  and  then  cut  off  the  tail  and  tie  it  to  a pole 
15  feet  high,  and  there  leave  it.  They  believe  ihe 
spirit  of  tile  horse  will  serve  the  spirit  of  the  warrior 
in  the  next  world. 


Trade  with  the  Roman  states,  from  the 
Philadelphia  Gazelle.  We  are  under  obligations  to 
the  kindness  of  an  attentive  friend  lor  the  following 
commercial  information. 

The  following  has  been  extracted  from  an  official 
communication  just  received  at  the  consulate  for 
the  Roman  states : 

“The  products  of  North  and  South  America,  fur- 
nished with  a clean  bill  of  health  and  the  customary 
papers,  provided  they  are  accompanied  with  a cer- 
tificate of  health  from  the  consul  for  Rome  residing 
in  the  place  of  landing,  or  in  want  of  such  a consul, 
from  any  other  European  consul,  declaring  that  at 
the  period  of  lading  and  before  that  period  there  ex- 
isted no  yellow  fever  or  any  contagious  disease  in 
the  port  of  clearance  and  its  vicinity ; and  in  the 
absence  of  such  a certificate  they  shall  not  enjoy 
said  privilege.  » 

The  vessels  and  products  of  said  countries,  fur- 
nished with  a foul  bill  of  health,  accompanied  with 
said  consular  certificate,  shall  be  admilted  lo  a quar- 
antine of  12  days,  wilh  the  landingin  the  lazzaretto 
of  passengers  and  articles  susceptible  of  contagion 
or  infection. 

Finally,  the  vessels  furnished  with  a foql  bill  of 
health,  shall  be  admitted,  only  in  the  port  of  Anco- 
na, to  a quarantine  of  from  14  to  21  days,  according 
to  the  nature  of  their  cargo,  with  landing  in  the  laz- 
zaretfo  ol  their  passengers  and  articles  susceptible 
of  contagion  or  infection. 

Charles  Pigot, 

Consul  of  the  Roman  states.” 
Philadelphia , Jan.  11,  1S39. 

French  ship  Alexandre.  From  ihe  Newport 
(R.  I.)  Mercury.  We  have  seen  a letter  from  Dr. 
Gourard,  the  French  consul  for  this  state,  dated 
Paris,  Nov.  14th,  1833,  which  gives  the  following 
information  respecting  the  proceedings  against  the 
crew  of  the  Alexandre  : 

Orders  have  been  forwarded  to  Bordeaux,  to  have 
the  cook  of  the  Alexandre,  Leclair,  sent  to  Brest, 
together  with  all  the  documents  which  have  been 
sent  to  France  from  the  United  States  relative  to 
this  ship  and  her  crew,  preparatory  to  the  trial  of 
Marsaud,  Raymond,  and  the  boy  Bailly.  The-car- 
penter,  Joly,  and  another  man,  who  were  left  at 
the  Isle  of  France,  were  hourly  expected  to  arrive 
in  a vessel  of  w:ar,  which  had  been  sent  out  for  them 
by  (he  French  government. 

The  government  was  determined  to  make  an  ex- 
ample of  these  men.  The  case  had  been  taken 
from  the  criminal  court  at  Bordeaux  by  the  minister 
of  justice,  and  given  up  to  the  minister  of  marine, 
who  had  issued  an  order  for  the  organization  of  a 
court  martial,  to  be  holden  at  Brest  on  the  5th  of 
December,  for  the  trial  of  Marsaud,  Raymond,  and 
the  boy  Jaques  Bailly,  under  four  capital  charges  : 
1st.  the  act  of  piracy  committed  on  board  the  Alex- 
andre, on  leaving  Samarang,  &c.  2d,  the  act  of 

barratry,  wdiich  brought  the  Alexandre  to  Newport. 
3d,  the  erasing  and  "altering  the  roll  of  equipage. 
4th,  their  desertion  on  the  soil  of  the  United  States. 

A lesson  for  THMioDEiN  press.  It  is  re- 
corded, and  cannot  beroo  often  repeated  of  doctor 
Franklin,  that  when  he  published  a newspaper  in 
Philadelphia,  a person  brought  a piece  which  he 
desired  might  be  published.  The  doctor  requested 
him  to  leave  it  till  the  next  day,  when  he  would 
give  him  an  answer.  He  accordingly  returned  at 
the  time  appointed,  and  received  the  foliowing  an- 
swer from  Franklin  : “ He  had,”  he  said,  “ perused 
the  piece,  and  found  it  to  be  scurrilous  and  defama- 
tory. To  determine  whether  he  should  publish  it 
or  not,  he  had  gone  home  in  the  evening,  purchased 
a two  penny  loaf  at  the  baker’s,  and  with  water 
from  the  pump,  had  made  a supper  of  it.  He  then 
wrapped  himself  up  in  his  great  coat,  laid  himself 
on  the  floor,  and  slept  soundly  till  morning;  when 
on  another  loaf  and  mug  of  water,  he  breakfasted, 
and  felt  no  inconvenience  whatever  from  his  regi- 
men. Finding  he  could  live  in  this  manner,  he  had 
formed  a determination  never  to  prostitute  his  press 
to  the  purposes  of  corruption  and  abuse,  for  the  sake 
of  gaining  a more  comfortable  subsistence.” 

[New  Orleans  Picayune. 

Public  printer.  Samuel  Shepherd,  esq.  has 
been  elected  printer  to  the  Virginia  legislature 
without  opposition.  The  “Richmond  Whig,”  in 
noticing  this  election  says  : 

“Thus  is  established  one  important  whi<*  princi- 
ple. The  political  press  is  divorced  in  this  com- 
monwealth, for  the  time  being,  and  we  hope  for  all 
time  to  come,  from  the  patronage  of  government. 
The  fact  is  scarcely  less  gratifying  to  us,  than  the 
almost  unanimous  vote  by  which  it  was  accom- 
plished. In  the  house  of  delegates  (here  was  only 
one  dissentient  voice,  and  that,  potent  as  it  may 
be,  will  hardly  be  able  to  work  a re-action  in  the 
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public  miiid.  We  at  least  entertain  no  serious  ap- 
prehensions. The  principle  established  i3  good  in 
theory,  and  cannot  be  shaken  by  sophistry  or  de- 
clamation ; that  it  will  work  well  in  practice,  we 
are  assured  by  experience,  the  best  of  all  tests.” 


Portrait  or  John  Quincy  Adams. — A num- 
ber ot  the  political  and  personal  friends  of  Mr. 
Adams,  requested  him  to  sit  lor  a portrait,  and 
employed  Mr.  Page,  a young  artist  of  great  merit 
and  growing  reputation,  to  execute  the  work.  The 
portrait  is  just  completed.  It  represents  the  distin- 
guished statesman  in  a sitting  posture,  and  exhibits 
nearly  the  entire  figure  of  the  person.  The  sub- 
scribers met  at  the  artist’s  room  yesterday  afternoon, 
to  decide  upon  the  disposition  that  should.be  made 
of  it.  A committee,  consisting  of  Jonathan  Phillips, 
Abbott  Lawrence,  Richard  I'letcher,  Ellis  G.  Lo- 
ring,  Nath.  L.  JBowditch,  and  Daniel  P.  Parker,  was 
instructed  to  retire,  and  alter  consultation,  report 
upon  that  point.  Alter  a few  minutes  absence  the 
committee  returned,  and  reported  unanimously,  that 
the  portrait  should  be  presented  to  the  city,  to  be 
placed  in  Faueuil  Hall,  which  report  was  accepted, 
and  the  same  committee  was  instructed  to  perform 
the  duty  ol  presentation.  A vote  of  approbation  to 
the  artist  for  his  skill  and  fidelity  in  ttie  execution 
of  the  picture,  was  then  proposed  and  adopted. 

The  thanks  of  the  subscribers  were  also  presented 
to  Mr.  Adams  (who  was  present)  for  the  gratifica- 
tion he  had  afforded  them  in  consenting  to  their 
wishes.  Mr.  Adams  replied,  very  briefly,  but  with 
evident  emotion — indicating  that  such  a testimonial 
of  respect,  confidence,  and  aliection,  was  most  grate- 
ful to  tiis  feelings,  lie  was  manifestly  taken  some- 
what by  surprise,  and  the  fullness  of  the  heart  seem- 
ed to  preclude  entirely  all  deliberate  choice  of  lan- 
guage. 

The  subscribers  for  whom  this  picture  was  exe- 
cuted are  the  following: 

Ellis  Gray  Loring,  Henry  G.  Chapman,  Jonathan 
Phillips,  Francis  Jackson,  Samuel  Pnilbrick,  Brook- 
line, Josiah  Quincy,  jr.,  Richard  Fletcher,  Win. 
Jackson  Newton,  Abbott  Lawrence,  Daniel  P. 
P arker,  Nathan  Appleton,  Thomas  L.  Winthrop, 
Lucius  M.  Sargent,  Francis  C.  Shaw,  Samuel 
Appleton,  William  Sturgis,  Francis  C.  Gray,  Na 
thaniel  I.  Bowditch,  Edward  Tuckertnan,  Thomas 
Richardson,  Timothy  Gilbert,  J.  N.  Himes,  H.  C. 
Fifield,  of  Weymouth.  [ Boston  Cuur. 
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Col.  Joseph  M.  While  has  declined  being  a candidate 
in  Florida  for  delegate  in  congress  from  that  territory, 
and  will  practise  law  in  New  Orleans.  Col.  Downing, 
the  present  member,  is  a candidate  for  re-eiection. 

Mr.  Sully,  the  celebrated  painter,  was  employed  by 
the  society  of  St.  George,  in  Philadelphia,  to  proceed  to 
England  and  paint  a portrait  of  queen  Victoria.  The 
queen  readily  granted  the  necessary  sittings,  and  Mr. 
Sully  producer!  a splendid  picture  which  is  now  in  this 
country.  A difficulty,  however,  arose  about  the  right 
of  exhibiting  it,  not  very  creditable  to  either  the  party 
fur  whom  the  picture  was  painted  or  the  painter.  It 
has,  however,  we  are  pleased  to  state,  been  amicably 
arranged,  and  the  public  will  soon  have  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  portrait  of  the  youthful  queen. 

A handsome  compliment.  Messrs.  Smiths,  clock  man- 
ufacturers, in  the  city  of  New  York,  as  an  evidence  of 
the  high  opinion  they  entertain  of  the  laudable  exertions 
of  the  youngmembersof  the  Mercantile  Association,  in 
profitably  employing  their  time,  have  presented  them  a 
splendid  clock,  to  take  due  note  of  its  progress,  and  that 
no  moment  may  be  wasted.  This  gift  is  alike  credit- 
able to  the  taste  of  the  donors  and  to  the  reputation  of 
the  institution  selected. 

The  navy  court  martial , now  sifting  at  the  navy  yard, 
in  Charlestown,  for  the  trial  of  Peter  Clark,  for  a capi- 
tal offence,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  navy,  is  com- 
posed of  the  following  members : Com.  John  Downes, 
president;  capt.  David  Geisinaer,  lieutenants  John  e! 
Premiss,  A.  J.  Dallas,  Henry  Bruce,  G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 
George  A.  Prentiss;  Ebenezcr  Smith, jr.,  judge  advo- 
cate; Nathaniel  Austin,  counsel  for  the  accused, 
t [ Boston  Courier. 

Mississippi  architecture.  It  is  stated  that  the  new 
state  house  at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  will  rival  in  splen- 
dor any  edifice  of  the  kind  in  our  country,  excepting  the 
capitol  at  Washington,  which,  barring  its  disproportion- 
attlyjarge  dome,  is,  as  it  should  be  for  a naiional  hall, 
the  finest  building  of  that  description  in  our  country. 
Mississippi  is  one  of  our  richest  staple  states,  and  plan- 
ters and  merchants  have  got  the  rhino  and  the  spunk 
to  do  the  thing  needful. 

Silk  stockings.  We  have  been  shown  a specimen  of 
a pair  of  fine  silk  stockings  made  of  the  raw  silk  raiseJ 
by  Messrs.  Jenks  &,  Ramsb  >rg,  of  Frederick,  during 
the  past  season.  It  is  with  unwonted  pleasure  that  we 
notice  this  demonstrative  evidence  of  the  possibility  of 
prosecuting  to  advantage  the  mulberry  anusilk  faisin^ 
m this  vicinity.  The  fineness  of  the  material,  the  Veam 
ty  ol  its  color  and  texture,  anti  its  softness  and  elegance 
>3  only  exceeded  by  the  superiority  of  the  workmanship 
which  has  eonverted  it  into  so  even  and  elegant  an  ar- 


ticle Dr.  Jenks  might  boast  of  Ins  silk,  but  certainly  | The  following  is  a statement  of  the  number  of  pas- 
Mr  Ramsbiirg  has  more  cause  to  exult  on  account  also  songers,  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  and  aliens,  who 
of  the  beautiful  domestic  workmanship  which  has  been  j arrived  at  the  port  of  Baltimore  during  the  quarantine 
[tredenck  {Md.)  Herald.  ' L-  r ' ■ 


exhibited  in  its  fabrication. 

Virginia  state  debt.  The  state  debt  is  now  .95,255,850, 
to  which  may  be  added  the  sum  of  8418,300,  that  the 
board  of  public  works  is  required  to  borrow,  and  u liich 
may  be  expected  to  be  soon  obtained.  To  provide  for 
subscriptions  that  are  authorized  to  be  made  to  certain 
improvements,  if  they  shall  be  made,  a loan  of  83,320,020 
will  be  necessary  ; so  that  the  aggregate  of  actual  debt 
and  the  additions  thereto  contemplated  by  existing  laws, 
amounts  to  $9,024,170. 

The  annual  interest  upon  the  actual  debt,  namely, 
$5,255,850,  amounts  to  $297,931  50— of  which,  alter 
the  application  of  the  unincumbered  revenue  of  the  fund 
for  internal  improvement,  and  of  certain  dividends  and 
interest  on  loans  towards  the  payment  thereof,  there  re- 
mains the  sum  of  $185,291  50  to  be  provided  for  out  of 
the  treasury. 

Official  salaries  in  Texas.  President,  with  house  fur- 
nished, $10,000.  Vice  president,  3,000.  Attorney  gen- 
eral, 3,000.  Postmaster  general,  2,000.  Commissioner 
general  ol  the  land  office,  3,000.  Treasurer,  2,500. 
Auditor,  3,500.  Secretaries  of  the  navy,  army,  state, 
and  treasury,  3,500  each.  ' Chief  justice,  5,000.  Asso- 
ciate judges,  3,000  each.  Members  of  congress,  $5  per 
diem.  Speaker  of  the  house,  $7  per  diem.  Foreign 
ministers,  for  outfit,  4,500;  salary  per  annum,  5,000. 

A bill  to  remove  the  sent  of  government  of  Texas 
has  passed  the  house  of  representatives,  29  to  3,  and 
will  it  is  said  undoubtedly  pass  the  senate  and  become 
a law.  It  provides  five  commissioners  to  be  jointly 
chosen  by  the  two  houses — which  commissioners  are  to 
have  power  to  select  four  leagues  of'  land  between  ten 
miles  east  of  the  Brnssos  and  ten  miles  west  of  the 
Colorado,  and  not  coming  south  of  30J  29’  north  lati- 
tude. The  board  will  probably  select  a site  upon  the 
Colorado,  above  Bastrop,  which  will  receive  the  almost 
unanimous  assent  of  the  people  of  Texas. 

A member  of  the  senate  of  Texas  was  expelled  on 
the  26th  of  December  for  the  use  of  profane  language  in 
his  place,  and  resisting  the  officers  of  the  chamber. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  has  recognized 
William  Bryden  as  consul  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  for 
the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

Kentucky.  The  lion.  James  T.  Morehead  and  John 
Speed  Smith,  esq.,  have  been  appointed  commissioners 
to  proceed  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  under  the  resolutions  re- 
cently adopted  by  the  legislature  of  Kentucky  in  rela- 
tion to  fugitive  slaves. 

Mr.  Memminger  had  reached  Frankfort  as  agent  of 
the  Charleston  and  Cincinnati  railroad  company,  fur 
the  purpose  of  laying  before  the  Kentucky  legislature 
the  views  of  the  company  upon  the  banking  privileges, 
a concurrence  in  which  they  are  asjting  at  ihe  hands  of 
the  state. 

In  the  legislature,  on  the  15:h  of  December,  during 
the  consideration  of  a divorce  case,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  adopted  : 

“ Resolved , That  the  petition  of  Miranda  Motley  be 
committed  to  file  committee  for  courts  of  justice,  with 
instructions  to  report  a bill,  making  habitual  drunken- 
ness a sufficient  ground  for  a divorce  in  a court  of  chan- 
cery ; and  that  they  also  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  chancellor  to  exercise  the  same  control 
over  the  persons  and  estates  of  habitual  drunkards , that 
he  is  authorized  to  exercise  over  the  persons  and  estates 
of  lunatics.” 

Trade  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  The  St.  Louis  Bulletin 
contains  the  following  statement  in  relation  to  the  trade 
of  that  port  for  the  year  1833 : 

No.  of  steamers  entered  port 
Aggregate  tonnage 
No.  ofentries 
Wharfage  collected 

Wood  and  lumber  by  water. 

Hank,  joists,  scantling,  &c. 

Shingles 
Slaves 
Firewood 

Wharfage  and  measuring  fees  col 
lected 

Iron  in  Indiana.  It  is  mentioned  in  the  Wabash 
(Indiana)  Courier,  that  extensive  mines  of  iron  ore 
have  been  recently  discovered  in  Owen  county,  of  that 
state.  Such  a treasure,  if  accessible  without  much  ex- 
pense or  difficulty,  will  greatly  add  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  hoosier  state,  already  so  rich  in  an  agricultural  point 
of  view. 

The  Cumberland  Valley  railroad  bridge,  which 
crosses  the  Susquehanna  river  at  Harrisburg,  was 
opened  with  due  ceremony  on  Wednesday.  The 
bridge  is  nearly  a mile  long,  and  has  a flat  roof,  on 
which  the  rail  tracks  are  laid.  The  railroad  communi- 
cation between  Philadelphia  and  Chambersburg  is  thus 
rendered  continuous  and  complete. 

The  steamboat  Clarendon,  on  her  passage  from  Da- 
rien to  this  port,  with  a cargo  of  about  240  bales  of  cot- 
ton, took  fire  near  Osahaw  inlet.  We  understand  all 
the  cotton  and  the  boat  was  destroyed.  Her  machinery 
was  saved  by  running  the  boat  on  shore.  There  was 
no  insurance  on  the  boat,  and  we  have  not  learned 
whether  the  cotton  was  or  not.  [Savannah  Repub. 

The  Liverpool  packet  ship  Garrick,  which  recently 
arrived  at  New  York,  brought  a cargo,  chiefly  dry 
goods,  insured  at  81,000,000.  The  freight  list  amount- 
ed,to  nearly  £3,400. 


po  , _ 

months,  from  llie  1st  May  to  October  31,  of  each  year 
since  the  year  1827. 


Citizens. 

Alie  ns. 

1827 

318 

1477 

1828 

510 

1741 

1829 

470 

2074 

1830 

519 

4034 

1831 

661 

4381 

1832 

532 

11414 

1833 

344 

8339 

1834 

494 

7463 

1835 

342 

3343 

1836 

334 

5560 

1837 

634 

5941 

1833* 

598 

4909 

■ 



5756 

50,934 

'Up  to  November  1. 

[Balt.  Chron. 

Melancholy  shipwreck  and  loss  of  life.  The  Spanish 
barque  Argonaute,  captain  Avila,  bound  lo  Havana, 
from  Santander,  went  ashore  on  Gingerbread  key  on 
die  morning  of  Monday,  the  1st  inst.  at  eight  o’clock. 
1 lie  captain,  mate,  crew,  and  seven  passengers  (in  all 
twenty  four  souls)  took  to  the  boats,  and  reached  Cat 
Key  in  safety,  leaving  forty-seven  passengers  on  board, 
all  of  whom  perished.  The  Arab,  captain  G.  Chase, 
brought  to  the  city  this  morning  sixteen  of  those  that 
escaped,  and  the  remaining  eight  went  in  the  ship  Le- 
onidas to  Mobne.  The  names  of  those  who  perished 
can  be  seen  at  the  office  of  the  Spanish  consul. 

[New  Orleans  Courier. 

Value  of  real  and  personal  estate.  The  total  value  of 
real  estate  in  the  state  of  New  York,  as  returned  to  the 
office  of  the  comptroller,  is  8502.864,006.  Personal  es- 
tate, $124,680,773.  Total,  $627,544,784.  The  aggre- 
gate  annual  tax  for  town  and  county  expenses,  in- 
!lUfe  J1’?54’973  for  city  ot"  New  York,  is 
c iS  i 77 5 being  at  (he  average  rate  of  4 mills  and 
b-10ihs  on  a dollar. 

Canal  tolls,  Sfc.  The  tolls  collected  on  the  New 
York  state  canals  duiing  the  second  week  in  Novem- 
ber were 

In  1837,  $66,314  75 

In  1838,  63,681  69 


dur 


154 
22,752 
1,014 
',279  83 


5.083.000  feet. 

5.148.000 
281,000 

13,605  cords. 


Being  a decrease  of  2,633  06,  or  4 per  cent. 

,Jnl336  they  were  $59,159  82.  Increase  of  ’33  over 
36,  q?4,521  87,  or  about  7 1-2  per  cent. 

The  merchandise  shipped  at  Albany  and  West  Troy, 
tnng  the  same  period  was 
In  1837,  8,399,300  pounds. 

In  1838,  10,332,600  do. 

muCre2se  i i . I>983,300  lbs.  or  24  pr  ct 
1 he  flour  and  wheat  arrived  at  tide  water  for  the 
same  period  was 

Bids,  flour. 

In  1837,  55,501 

In  1838,  • 51,722 


Bush,  wheat. 
47,316 
26,997 


Being  a decrease  of  3,779 


1,778  41 


20,319 
[Albany  Argus. 

1 he  importation  of  French  products  into  this  coun- 
try has  lately  increased  to  such  a degree  that  notwith- 
standing the  numerous  packets  which  now  ply  between 
f ranee  and  the  United  States,  more  freight  is  offered 
than  they  can  carry,  and  the  warehouses  and  quays  of 
Havre  are  encumbered  with  merchandize  for  the  want 
of  vessels  to  carry  it.  . [jVat.  Gaz. 

Colonization.  Tiie  venerable  judge  Payne,  of  Ver- 
mont, ex-senator  of  the  United  States,  has  published  an 
appeal  to  his  fellow-citizens  in  behalf  of  colonization, 
in  which  he  proposes  their  raising  $6,000— only  two 
cents  a head  as  he  makes  it— and  he  promises  in  that 
case  to  add  a thousand  dollars  himself  to  the  sum. 

German  and  Welch  in  Ohio.  Such  is  the  number  of 
German  and  Welch  settlers  in  Ohio,  that  2000  copies 
of  the  governor's  speech,  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the 
legislature  of  that  state,  were  directed  to  be  issued  in 
English  and  German,  and  1000  in  Welch.  But  few 
people,  we  imagine,  supposed  there  were  so  many  of 
the  sons  of  St.  David  in  that  quarter.  One  would  be 
led  to  suppose  it  was  the  progeny  of  the  fabled  colony 
of  Madoc,  which  tradition  says  located  in  the  west  be- 
fore Columbus  discovered  our  shores. 

Gratifying  consummation.  The  Poitsmouth  (Va.) 
Times  says:  “We  are  happy  to  announce  to  our  read- 
ers that  arrangements  have  been  completed  for  the 
conveyance  of  a daily  mail  between  Baltimore  and 
Weldon,  via  the  Portsmouth  railroad,  to  commence  on 
the  1st  of  March  next. 

“ In  the  interim,  the  mail  will  be  conveyed  semi- 
weekly between  Portsmouth  and  Baltimore  by  the 
Baltimore  boats.  So  what  we  long  desired  has  come 
at  last.  The  success  of  the  railroad  is  now  certain. 
The  most  desponding  of  its  friends  are  enlivened,  and 
anticipate  naturally  and  reasonably  a full  harvest  of  tra- 
vel.” 

The  Vergennes  Vermonter  says  the  ends  of  justice 
are  defeated  in  that  state  by  the  repugnance  of  juries  to 
sentence  persons  to  death.  Two  undoubted  cases  of 
murderers,  Bates  and  Thompson,  have  not  yet  had 
their  doom  executed  upon  them,  though  their  crimes 
were  committed  a long  time  since. 
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The  St.  Louis  Gazette  contains  a list  of  nineteen 
steamboats,  sunk  and  lost  in  the  western  waters,  by 
running  against  snags  and  other  obstacles.  T'ne  value 
of  these  boats  is  estimated  at  §250,000 ; and  the  car- 
goes lost  at  §200,000,  making  a total  loss  of  $450,000. 

Two  thousand  dollars  have  been  appropriated  by 
the  legislature  of  Missouri  for  the  relief  of  the  Mormon 
women  and  children  in  Davies  and  Caldwell  counties. 

Refined  sugar.  There  were  exported  from  Boston, 
during  the  year  1838,  2,948,734  pounds  of  refined  su- 
gar. 

Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  is  rapidly  assuming  its 
proper  character  as  a manufacturing  town.  The  Phoe- 
nix spinning  and  weaving  factory  went  into  operation 
there  a iew  days  since. 

Michigan  wheal — prices.  Our  thriving  Michigan 
neighbors  appear  to  have  tilled  the  earth  to  good  pur- 
pose the  past  year,  and  are  now  reaping  the  rich  re- 
ward of  industry  in  good  prices  for  their  breadstuff's. 
Among  the  items  transported  on  the  central  railroad, 
we  notice  15,554  barrels  of  flour,  and  the  Detroit  Ad- 
vertiser says  there  are  great  quantities  of  wheat  yet  in 
the  straw,  and  the  recent  thaw  has  contributed  to  the  rise 
of  the  streams  sufficient  to  keep  the  mills  busily  engaged 
through  the  winter.  Wheat  is  selling  freely  at  Ypsi- 
lanti  at  $1  12  1-2.  Corn  rather  dull,  at  74  cents.  At 
Ann  Arbour  and  Dexter  prices  range  about  the  same 
as  at  Ypsilanti.  [ Cleveland  Herald. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  of  New 
York  during  the  year  1833  was  8053,  being  679  less 
than  in  1837.  Of  these,  there  were  by  consumption 
1225;  marasmus  470;  cholera-infantum  437;  convul- 
sions 633;  dropsy  on  the  brain  368.  Of  the  whole 
number  deceased,  3801  were  white  males,  3105  white 
females,  313  colored  males,  314  colored  females.  Un- 
der 5 years  of  age,  3836,  (more  than  half,)  without  in- 
cluding still  births.  Only  one  reached  the  age  of  100. 
The  greatest  number  of  deaths  in  any  one  month  oc- 
curred in  July. 

The  burials  in  the  Episcopal  cemeteries  were  625,  in 
the  Presbyterian  969,  in  the  Methodist  1190,  in  the 
Baptist  165,  in  the  Catholic  2685,  in  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed 316,  in  the  Friends  53,  in  the  German  141,  in 
the  Hebrew  25,  in  the  African  179,  in  the  marble  ce- 
meteries 181,  in  Potter’s  Field  1514. 

The  mail  stage  from  Catskill  for  Albany,  with  ten 
passengers,  was  precipitated  into  the  river  on  Friday 
morning  last,  when  within  about  eight  miles  of  the 
latter  city,  owing  to  the  ice,  which,  at  the  place  the  ac- 
cident occurred,  was  but  two  or  three  inches  thick, 
giving  way.  The  whole  of  the  passengers,  however, 
as  also  the  sleigh  and  horses,  almost  miraculously  es- 
caped without  further  injury  than  a good  ducking,  ow- 
ing to  timely  assistance  having  been  rendered  them. 
An  hour  previous  a Mr.  Taylor  had  lost  a valuable 
team  of  horses  near  the  spot,  and  it  was  contrary  to  the 
advice  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  wish  of  the  passen- 
gers that  the  driver  continued  his  route  on  the  river. 

Rent  for  a room.  It  is  stated  in  the  N.  Y.  Journal 
of  Commerce  that  one  of  the  front  rooms  in  the  new 
U.  S.  bank  in  Wall  street  has  been  rented  for  a term 
of  years  at  $4,000  per  annum.  The  same  paper  states 
that  rents  in  central  positions  in  the  city  have  advanced 
twenty-five  to  a hundred  per  cent,  on  the  prices  paid 
last  year.  , 

The  origin  of  the  name  of  the  castle  at  Yera  Cruz, 
San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  lately  captured  by  the  French,  has 
been  a subject  of  some  speculation.  Humbold  gives 
the  tradition  that  when  the  Spaniards  first  landed  there, 
they  found  the  remains  of  some  human  sacrifices  ; the 
Indians  being  asked  why  they  sacrificed  men,  answer- 
ed by  order  of  the  king  of  Acolhua ; which  was  by  mis- 
take supposed  to  be  the  name  of  the  island,  and  Ulloa 
it  came  to  be  called. 

A similar  discovery  of  human  sacrifices  gave  the 
name  of  Sacrificios  to  the  island  fronting  the  harbor  of 
Vera  Cruz.  [Mobile  Exam. 

The  exports  from  Havana  and  Matanzas  the  past 
year  are  about  as  follows,  the  valuation  being  accord- 
ing to  mercantile  rate,  viz  : the  cost  of  the  articles  “ on 


board.” 

'600,000  boxes  sugar  at  8 a 12  rs.  average 
cost  of  browns  and  whites,  or  about 
$26  per  box,  is  $15,600,000 

180,030  bags  coffee  at  $16  - - - 2,880,000 

110,000  hhds.  molasses  at  $29  - 2,200,000 

Sugars,  180  millions,  at  $11  per  M.  - - 1,980,000 

And  we  will  put  down  the  money,  wax, 
rum,  and  leaf  tobacco,  at  340,000 


$23,000,000 

The  exports  of  St.  Jago,  Trinidad,  and  the  other 
sm  ill  ports,  are  set  down  at  about  $5,000,000,  which  will 
make  the  aggregate  experts  of  the  island  $28,000,000. 

. French  courtesy.  On  the  evening  of  New  Year's 
day,  Byrne’s  old  saw  mill  on  the  levee,  at  New  Orleans, 
together  with  several  wooden  tenements,  were  des- 
troyed by  fire.  During  the  fire,  says  the  New  Orleans 
American,  the  launches  of  the  French  steamship  Me- 
teor, lying  opposite,  were  sent  over  filled  with  men,  by 
order  of  the  commander,  and  their  services  offered  to 
captain  Butler,  the  wharfinger,  to  tow  out  any  vessels, 
if  thought  necessary.  They  brought  with  them  an  en- 
gine, which  was  soon  put.at  work,  and  during  the  fire 
supplied  one  of  the.  city  engines.  They  remained  work- 
ing until  the  fire  was  got  under,  and  left  with  the  assur- 
ance that  in  case  ot  danger,  they  would  instantly  re- 
turn. 


The  highest  chimney  in  England  has  just  been 
erected  in  Mr.  Muspratt’s  chemical  works  in  Newton. 
It  is  tiirce  hundred  and  ninety-seven  feet  from  the  base 
to  the  summit. 

The  London  society  for  the  prevention  of  cruelty  to 
animals,  some  time  since  offered  a prize  of  £100  for  the 
best  essay  “ on  the  obligations  of  man  as  regards  the 
brute  creation.”  Thirty-four  essays  were  sent  in  as 
competitors  lor  the  prize,  some  of  which  were  quite 
voluminous.  The  prize  was  awarded  to  a manuscript, 
which  on  opening  the  letter  accompanying  it,  was 
found  to  have  been  written  by  the  rev.  John  Styles, 
D.  D. 

Tricks  of  beggars.  In  the  course  of  an  inquiry  at 
Hatton  Garden  police  office,  on  AVednesday,  it  was 
stated  that  in  Mill  lane,  Deptford,  there  is  a regular 
depot,  whence  vagrants  may  borrow  infants  at  the  rate 
of  6d.  per  day  each,  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  the  com- 
passion of  the  humane.  [English  paper. 

The  duke  of  Buccleugh,  one  of  our  richest  nobles,  is 
said  to  be  on  the  eve  of  breaking  up  all  his  establish- 
ments, and  retiring  to  the  continent  for  some  years. 
This  is  said  to  be  on  account  of  the  ill  health  ot  his  little 
boy,  the  earl  of  Dalkeith;  but  another  version,  and 
though  an  accredited  one,  is,  that  the  duke  and  consta- 
ble have  been  running  a race,  and  the  duke  has  outrun 
the  constable.  In  other  words  that  his  grace  is — smash- 
ed! His  income  of  a quarter  of  a million  sterling  did 
not  suffice  him!  He  has  seven  princely  seats  to  keep 
up,  but  this  expense  could  not  have  smashed  him.  Dice 
and  electioneering  are  said  to  have  done  it.  To  the 
Carlton  club,  in  1837,  he  gave  the  sum  of  30,0001.  in  one 
lot.  [ Liverpool  correspondence  of  N.  Y.  Star. 

The  London  papers  announce  the  appointment  ot 
Mr.  Hudson  as  secretary  of  legation  at  Washington, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Bankhead,  who  goes  as  secretary 
to  Constantinople.  Mr.  Hudson  was  private  secretary 
to  queen  Adelaide,  during  the  reign  of  William  IV. 

Statue  of  Watt.  The  statue  of  James  Watt,  by  sir 
Francis  Chantry,  is  now  placed  in  the  building  erected 
for  it  in  Union  street,  Greenock.  It  is  what  is  techni- 
cally called  an  eight  foot  figure,  and  the  posture  is  ex- 
actly the  same  as  that  of  Watt’s  statue  in  George  square, 
Glasgow.  The  figure  is  of  statuary  marble,  and  weighs 
upwards  of  two  tons,  and  the  pedestal,  which  is  of  Si- 
cilian marble,  weighs  about  three  tons.  On  the  front 
of  the  pedestal  is  the  following  inscription,  from  the 
classic  pen  of  lord  Jeffrey: — “The  inhabitants  of  Gree- 
nock have  erected  this  statue  of  James  Watt,  not  to 
extend  a fame  already  identified  with  the  miracles  of 
steam,  but  to  testify  the  pride  and  reverence  with  which 
he  is  remembered  in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  their 
deep  sense  of  the  great  benefits  his  genius  has  conferred 
on  mankind.  Bn.  xix  January,  mdccxxxvi.  Died  at 
Heathfield,  in  Staffordshire,  Aug.  xxv,  mdcccxix.” 


FIVE  DAYS  LATER  FROM  ENGLAND. 

The  packet  ship  England,  captain  Waite,  from 
Liverpool,  Dec.  20th,  has  brought  London  papers 
of  the  19th,  and  Liverpool  of  the  20th. 

AVe  see  no  change  of  importance  in  the  prices  of 
grain.  The  king  of  Naples  has  prohibited  the  ex- 
portation of  any  description  of  grain  from  the  Two 
Sicilies,  on  account  of  the  scarcity. 

The  moderate  radicals  seem  to  be  looking  very 
earnestly  to  lord  Durham  as  their  leader.  The 
Westminister  society  in  their  address  stated  to  lord 
Durham  the  political  principles  of  their  association, 
viz : 

1.  Household  suffrage. 

2.  Triennial  parliaments. 

3.  Voting  by  ballot. 

Lord  Durham,  in  his  original  acknowledgment 
of  the  address,  distinctly  stated  that  in  those  “ prin- 
ciples I entirely  concur.” 

Arrival  of  Canadian  prisoners  at  Liverpool.  Con- 
siderable sensation  was  produced  rn  this  town  on 
Monday  last,  by  the  news  that  a number  of  prison- 
ers had  arrived  from  Canada,  as  it  was  reported,  to 
take  their  trials  in  this  country.  The  latter  part  of 
the  rumor,  however,  was  found  to  be  untrue  on  their 
arrival,  the  whole  of  them  having  been  tried  and 
convicted  in  Upper  Canada,  twenty-three  of  them 
of  high  treason,  and  twelve  of  felonies,  unconnected 
with  the  rebellion.  They  are  on  their  way  to  a 
penal  settlement.  Mr.  Dowling,  superintendent  ol 
the  nolice,  on  receiving  news  of  their  approach, 
wenrout  to  meet  them  in  a steamer.  A great  crowd 
assembled  to  see  them  land.  Some  of  them  are  very 
fine  and  resolute  looking  men. 

They  are  at  present  lodged  in  the  borough  jail, 
and  will  remain  there  until  orders  are  received  from 
London.  During  their  voyage  across  the  Atlantic, 
they  formed  a plan  for  overpowering  their  guards, 
consisting  of  six  Canadian  volunteers,  and  seizing 
the  ship,  but  one  of  them  turned  informer  before  the 
plot  was  matured.  John  G.  Parker  held  the  rank 
of  general  among  the  insurgents.  The  following 
are  the  names  of  the  whole:  Alex.  M’Leod,  Tinby 
Malcolm,  John  Grant,  J.  .1.  M’Neilly,  J.  G.  Parker, 
Benj.  West,  John  Vernon,  Norman  Mellory,  Paul 
Bedford,  James  Wagoner,  Samuel  Chandler,  Leon- 
ard Watson,  Wm.  Reynolds,  Linus  W..  Miller,  AVm. 
Alves,  Robert  AValker,  Jas.  Gammell,  George  Ckr- 


ley,  Jacob  Beuner,  Garrat  Von  Camp,  Jas.  Brown, 
Ira  Andersen,  Randal  AVixon. 

We  find  in  the  London  Times  of  December  19, 
the  following.letter  from  the  president  to  lord  Dur- 
ham : 

Washington,  Oct.  26. 

My  lord  : Having  been  informed  that  it  is  your 
intention  to  pass  through  a portion  of  the  United 
States  on  your  return  to  England,  I embrace  the 
occasion  to  express  to  your  lordship  the  great  satis- 
faction I should  experience  if  your  arrangements 
allowed  of  your  visit  being  extended  to  this  city. 
The  friendly  sentiments  entertained  by  my  fellow 
citizens  towards  yourself  and  also  towards  the  peo- 
ple of  your  country,  will,  I doubt  not,  prompt  a 
sincere  desire  on  their  part  to  render  your  sojourn 
among  them  agreeable  to  yourself,  as  I am  sure  it 
will  be  gratifying  to  them.  For  my  own  part,  I 
will  esteem  myself  happy  if  by  your  presence  here 
I shall  be  afforded  the  opportunity  of  manifesting  to 
your  lordship  personally  the  sincerity  with  which  I 
share  in  those  sentiments. 

I am,  with  very  distinguished  consideration, 

Your  lordship’s  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  VANBUREN. 

His  excellency,  the  earl  of  Durham,  fyc. 

Huddersfield.  So  early  as  this,  light  fancy  goods 
for  spring  trade  found  considerable  buyers,  and  there 
is  no  branch  of  the  trade  but  what  is  fully  employed. 
The  merchants,  though  not  decidedly  brisk,  are  do- 
ing a fair  business.  Let  the  new  year  only  arrive, 
and  we  may  confidently  expect  a most  lively  trade. 

Bradford.  For  piece  goods  the  demand  has  only 
been  moderate,  and  the  manufacturers  seem,  for  the 
present,  to  have  abandoned  all  hope  of  any  advance 
at  all  corresponding  with  the  late  advance  in  wool. 
It  is  therefore  evident  that  only  a brisk  trade  can 
make  this  branch  of  our  trade  healthy,  and  fairly  re- 
munerative. 

Wakefield  wool  market.  The  demand  for  comb- 
ing wool  has  not  been  so  animated  as  for  the  last 
few  weeks;  still  the  staplers  have  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint on  that  head,  as  it  is  probable  nearly  an  aver- 
age amount  of  business  has  been  done  at  full  prices. 
Some  wools  for  manufacturing  have  been  in  fair  re- 
quest, without  change  in  value. 

Manchester.  The  quietness  of  the  cotton  market 
in  Liverpool  this  week  has  had  a corresponding  ef- 
fect on  goods  here  ; rather  less,  perhaps,  has  been 
doing  than  during  last  week,  but  there  is  no  fresh 
feature  respecting  the  trade  to  report;  price  quite  firm. 

SPAIN. 

Letters  and  papers  from  Madrid,  of  the  10th  nit. 
announce  the  formation  of  another  cabinet.  The 
following  is  the  new  official  list,  copied  from  the 
Gazette  : 

M.  Evaristo  Peres  de  Castro,  (the  present  ambas- 
sador of  Spain  in  Lisbon,)  to  be  president  of  the 
council  and  minister  for  foreign  affairs. 

Gen.  Alaix,  minister  of  war. 

M.  Pio  Pita  Pizarro,  minister  of  finance. 

M.  Hoinpanera,  (a  deputy,)  minister  of  the  inte- 
rior. 

M.  Arrezola,  (a  deputy,)  minister  of  justice  ; and 

M.  Chacon,  minister  of  marine. 

We  have  no  other  news  from  Spain  of  any  interest. 

GREECE. 

A private  letter  from  Athens  of  the  29th  ult.  states 
that  serious  disturbances  had  occurred  in  the  Morea, 
and  that  it  had  been  proposed  in  the  king’s  council, 
to  proclaim  martial  law  in  the  country  Mr.  Wher- 
ry had  withdrawn  his  proposals  for  the  establishment 
of  a bank  in  Greece,  on  account,  it  was  said,  of  the 
opposition  his  plan  experienced  from  the  French  and 
Russian  parties. 

PORTUGAL. 

By  advices  from  Portugal,  of  the  7th  inst.,  we 
learn  that  the  interior  of  that  country  continues  in  a 
sad  stale  of  social  disorganization  and  distraction. 
Under  the  guise  of  Miguelites,  bands  of  armed  ruf- 
fians continue  to  plunder  the  villages  in  every  direc- 
tion. 


LETTER  FROM  GEN.  HARRISON  TO  THE 
HON.  HARMAR  DENNY. 

North  Bend,  2nd  Dec.  1838. 

Dear  Sir:  As  it  is  probable  that  you  have  by 
this  time  returned  to  Pittsburg,  I do  myself  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
from  Philadelphia,  containing  the  proceedings  of 
the  national  democratic  anti-masonic  convention, 
which  lately  convened  in  that  city.  With  feelings 
of  the  deepest  gratitude,  I read  the  resolution  unani- 
mously adopted,  nominating  me,  as  a candidate  for 
the  president  of  the  United  States.  This  is  the  se- 
cond time  that  I have  received  from  that  patriotic 
party,  of  which  you  yourself  are  a distinguished 
member,  the  highest  evidence  of  confidence  that 
can  be  given  to  a citizen  of  our  republic.  I would 
attempt  to  describe  my  sense  of  the  obligations  I 
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owe  them,  if  I were  not  convinced  that  any  lan- 
guage which  I could  command,  would  fall  far  short 
of  what  I really  feel.  If  however  the  wishes  of  the 
convention  should  be  realized,  and  if  I should  be  the 
choice  of  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  present 
administration,  and  success  should  attend  their 
elforls,  I shall  have  it  in  my  power  to  manifest 
my  gratitude  in  a manner  more  acceptable  to  those 
whom  you  represent,  than  by  any  professions  of  it 
which  I could  at  this  time  make.  I mean  by  ex- 
erting my  utmost  efforts  to  carry  out  the  principles 
set  forth  in  their  resolutions,  by  arresting  the  pro- 
gress of  the  measures  “destructive  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  people,  and  tending  to  the  subversion  of  their 
liberties,”  and  substituting  for  them,  those  sound 
democratic  republican  doctrines,  upon  which  the 
administration  of  Jefferson  and  Madison  were  con- 
ducted. 

Among  the  principles  proper  to  be  adopted  by 
any  executive  sincerely  desirous  to  restore  the  ad- 
ministration to  its  original  simplicity  and  purity,  1 
deem  the  following  to  be  of  prominent  importance. 

I.  To  confine  his  service  to  a single  term. 

II.  To  disclaim  all  right  of  control  over  the  pub- 
lic treasure,  with  the  exception  of  such  part  of  it 
as  may  be  appropriated  by  law,  to  carry  on  the 
public  services;  and  that  to  be  applied  precisely  as 
the  law  may  direct,  and  drawn  from  the  treasury 
agreeably  to  the  long  established  forms  of  that  de- 
partment. 

III.  That  he  should  never  attempt  to  influence 
the  elections,  either  by  the  people  or  the  state 
legislature,  nor  suffer  the  federal  officers  under 
his  control  to  take  any  other  part  in  them,  than  by 
giving  their  own  votes  when  they  possess  Hie  right 
of  voting. 

IV.  That  in  the  exercise  of  the  veto  power,  he 
should  limit  his  rejection  of  bills  to  1st.  Such  as  are 
in  his  opinion  unconstitutional.  2nd.  Such  us  tend 
to  encroach  on  the  rights  of  the  states,  or  of  indivi- 
duals. 3rd.  Such  as,  involving  deep  interests,  may 
in  his  opinion  require  more  mature  deliberation  or 
reference  to  the  will  of  the  people,  to  be  ascertain- 
ed at  the  succeeding  elections. 

V.  That  he  should  never  suffer  the  influence  of 
his  office  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  a purely 
party  character. 

VI.  That  in  removals  from  office,  of  those  who 
hold  iheir  appointments  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
executive,  the  cause  of  such  removal  shsuld  always 
be  communicated  to  the  person  removed,  and,  if  fie 
request  it,  to  tlie  senate,  at  the  time  that  the  nomi- 
nation of  a successor  is  made. 

And  last  but  not  least  in  importance, 

VII.  That  he  should  not  sutler  the  executive 
department  of  the  government  to  become  the  source 
of  legislation  ; but  leave  the  whole  business  of  ma- 
king the  laws  for  the  union  to  be  done  by  the  de- 
partment to  which  the  constitution  has  exclusively 
assigned  it,  until  they  have  assumed  that  perfected 
shape  where  and  when  alone  the  opinions  of  the  ex- 
ecutive may  be  heard.  A community  of  power  in 
the  preparation  of  the  laws  between  the  legislature 
and  the  executive  departments,  must  necessarily  lead 
to  dangerous  commutations  and  greatly  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  a president  desirous  of  extending  his 
power.  Such  a construction  of  the  constitution 
could  never  have  been  contemplated  by  those  who 
framed  it,  as  they  well  knew  that  those  who 
propose  the  bills,  will  always  lake  care  of  themselves, 
or  the  interests  of  their  constituents,  and  hence  the 
provision  in  the  constitution,  borrowed  from  that  of 
England,  restricting  the  originating  of  revenue  bills 
to  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people.  So 
far  from  agreeing  in  opinion  with  the  distinguished 
character  who  lately  retired  from  the  presidency, 
that  congress  should  have  applied  to  him  for  a pro- 
ject of  a banking  system,  I think  that  such  an 
application  would  have  manifested  not  only  great 
subserviency  upon  the  part  of  that  body,  butan  un- 
pardonable ignorance  of  the  chief  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  such  an  institution.  That  danger 
unquestionably  consists  in  an  union  of  interests 
between  the  executive  and  the  bank.  Would  an 
ambitious  incumbent  of  the  executive  chair  neglect 
so  favorable  an  opportunity  as  the  preparing  of  the 
law  would  give  him  to  insert  in  it  provisions  to  se- 
cure his  influence  over  it?  In  the  authority  given 
to  the  president  by  the  constitution  “ to  recommend 
to  congress  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  necessary 
and  expedient,”  it  was  certainly  never  intended  that 
the  measures  he  recommended  should  be  presented 
in  a shape  suited  for  the  immediate  decision  of  the 
legislature.  The  sages  who  made  the  constijyflhBtj 
too  well  knew  the  advantages  which  the  cSwn  of 
England  derived  from  the  exercise  of  his 

its  ministers,  to  have  intended  it  to  be 
chief  magistrate,  or  the  heads  of  depart 
his  control.  The  boasted  principle  of  tha^M&lisli 
constitution  that  the  consent  of  the  demcujfMraBranch 
of  the  government  was  not  only  necesJ^^HP receive 


money  from  the  people,  but  that  it  was  its  inviolable 
prerogative  also  to  originate  all  the  bills  for  that  pur- 
pose, is  as  true  in  theory  as  in  the  lettei,  but  render- 
ed utterly  false  and  nugatory  in  effect,  by  the  par- 
ticipation of  the  ministers  of  the  crown  in  the  details 
of  liie  legislation.  Indeed  the  influence  they  derive 
from  setting  as  members  of  the  house  of  commons, 
and  from  wielding  the  immense  patronage  ol  the 
crown,  (constitutional  or  usurped,)  gives  them  a 
power  over  that  body,  that  renders  plausible  at  least 
the  base  flattery,  or  as  it  is  more  probable,  the  inten- 
ded sarcasm  of  sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  an  address  to 
James  the  1st,  that  the  demand  of  the  sovereign 
upon  the  commons  for  pecuniary  aid,  was  intended 
only  “ t hat  the  tax  might  seem  to  come  from  them- 
selves,” whereas  the  ipference  is,  it  was  really  laid 
by  tlie  sovereign  himself. 

Having  thus  given  you  my  opinion  of  some  things 
which  might  be  done,  and  others  which  should  not 
be  done,  by  a president  coming  into  power  by  the 
support  of  those  of  the  people  who  are  opposed  to 
the  principles  upon  which  the  present  administration 
is  conducted,  you  will  see  that  I have  omitted  one, 
which  is  deemed  by  many  ol  as  much  importance  as 
any  other.  I allude  to  the  appointment  of  members 
of  congress  to  office  by  (he  president.  The  consti- 
tution contains  no  prohibition  of  such  appointments, 
no  doubt  because  its  authors  could  not  believe  in  its 
necessity,  from  the  purity  of  character  which  was 
manifested  by  those  who  possessed  the  confidence  of 
the  people  at  that  period.  It  is,  however,  an  opin- 
ion very  generally  entertained  by  the  opposition 
party,  that  the  country  would  have  escaped  much 
of  tlie  evil  under  which  it  has  suffered  for  some 
years  past,  if  the  constitution  had  contained  a provi- 
sion of  that  kind.  Having  had  no  opportunity  ol 
personal  observation  on  the  conduct  of  tile  adminis- 
tration for  the  last  ten  years,  I am  unable  to  decide' 
upon  the  truth  or  error  of  this  opinion.  And  I 
should  be  very  willing  that  the  known  subserviency 
of  the  legislature  to  the  executive,  in  several  memo- 
rable instances,  should  he  accounted  for  in  a way 
somewhat  less  injurious  tothe  characterof  our  coun- 
try and  republicanism  itself,  than  by  the  admission 
that  the  fathers  of  tlie  land,  the  trusted  servants  of 
a virtuous  people  could  be  seduced  from  the  path  of 
duty  and  honor,  by  the  paltry  trappings  and  emolu- 
ments of  dependent  offices.  But  if  the  evil  really 
exists,  and  if  there  be  good  reason  to  believe  that  its 
source  is  to  be  found  in  the  corruptibility  of  the 
members  of  the  legislature,  an  effectual  remedy  can- 
not be  too  soon  applied.  And  it  happens  in  this  case, 
that  there  is  a choice  of  remedies.  One  of  those, 
however,  is  in  my  opinion  free  from  the  objections 
which  might  be  offered  to  the  other.  The  one  to 
which  I object  is,  that  which  the  late  president  has 
been  so  loudly  called  upon  to  adopt,  in  consequence 
of  a promise  made  at  tlie  commencement  of  I) is  ad- 
ministration, viz  : that  the  executive  under  no  cir- 
cumstances should  appoint  to  office  a member  of 
either  branch  of  the  national  legislature.  There  are, 
in  my  mind,  several  weighty  reasons  against  (lie 
adoption  of  this  principle.  I will  detain  you  with 
the  mention  of  but  two  of  them,  because  1 believe 
that  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  the  alternative  I 
shall  present,  while  it  would  be  equally  effectual, 
contains  no  feature  to  which  a reasonable  objection 
could  be  made. 

As  the  constitution  contains  no  provision  to  pre- 
vent the  appointment  of  members  of  congress  to  of- 
fice by  the  executive,  could  the  executive  with  a 
due  regard  to  delicacy  and  justice,  without  usurp- 
ing power  from  the  people,  declare  a disqualifica- 
tion which  they  had  not  thought  necessary?  And 
where  is  the  American  citizen  who  regards  the 
honor  of  his  country,  the  character  of  its  people,  or 
who  believes  in  the  superiority  of  a republican  form 
of  government,  who  would  be  willing  to  proclaim 
to  the  world,  tho.t  the  youthful  nation  which  has 
attracted  so  much  of  its  attention,  which  it  has  so 
much  admired  for  its  gigantic  strength,  its  undaunt- 
ed courage,  its  high  attainments  in  literature  and 
the  arts,  and  the  external  beauly  of  its  institutions, 
was  within  a mass  of  meanness  and  corruption  ? 
Thai  even  the  chosen  servants  of  the  people  were 
ever  ready  for  a paltry  consideration  to  abandon 
their  allegiance  to  Iheir  lawful  sovereigns,  and  to 
become  the  servants  of  a servant.  The  alternative 
to  this  degrading  course,  is  to  be  found  in  depriv- 
ing the  executive  of  all  motive  for  acquiring  an  im- 
proper influence  over  the  legislature.  To  effect 
ihis,  nothing  in  ray  opinion  is  necessary  but  to  re- 
establish the  principles  upon  which  the  administra- 
tion was  once  conducted,  with  a single  addition 
of  limiting  the  service  of  the  president  to  one  term. 
A condensed  enumeration  of  what  I conceive  these 
principles  to  have  been,  is  given  above.  And  I 
think  no  one  can  doubt,  that,  if  faithfully  carried 
out,  they  would  be  effectual  in  securing  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  legislature,  and  confining  the  con- 
nection between  it  and  the  executive,  to  that  alone  | 


which  is  warranted  by  a fair  construction  of  the 
constitution.  1 can  conceive  ol  but  two  motives 
which  could  induce  a president  of  the  United  States 
to  endeavor  to  procure  a controlling  influence  over 
the  legislative  body,  viz:  to  perpetuate  Ii is  pow- 
er, by  passing  laws  to  increase  his  patronage — 
or  gratily  his  vanity,  by  obtaining  their  sanction  to 
his  scheme,  and  projects  for  tlie  government  of  the 
country;  and  thus  assimilating  his  situation  to  (hat 
of  the  limited  monarchs  of  Europe.  The  principles 
above  suggested,  would  effectually  destroy  any  dis- 
position of  the  person  elected  by  the  combined  votes 
of  the  opposition  to  place  himsell  in  either  attitude. 
Retiring  at  the  end  of  4 years  to  private  life,  with 
no  wish  or  prospect  of  “any  son  of  his  succeed- 
ing,” legitimate  or  adopted,  he  viould  leave  the  go- 
vernment as  prosperous  and  pure  in  its  administra- 
tion, as  when  it  passed  from  the  hands  of  the  great 
“ apostle  of  democracy,”  lo  the  father  of  otir  con- 
stitution. 

To  the  duties  which  I have  enumerated,  so  pro- 
per in  my  opinion  to  be  performed  by  a president, 
elected  by  the  opposition  tothe  present  administra- 
tion, (and  which  are,  as  I believe,  of  constitutional 
obligation,)  I will  mention  another  which  I believe 
also  to  be  of  much  importance.  I mean  the  observ- 
ance-of  the  most  conciliatory  course  of  conduct  to- 
wards our  political  opponents.  After  the  censure 
which  our  friends  have  so  freely  and  so  justly  be- 
stowed upon  the  present  chief  magistrate,  for  hav- 
ing, in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  disfranchised  the 
whole  body  of  his  political  opponents,  I am  cer- 
tain that  no  oppositionist,  true  to  the  principles  he 
professes,  would  approve  a similar  course  of  con- 
duct in  the  person  whom  his  vote  lias  contributed 
to  elect.  In  a republic,  one  of  the  surest  tests  of  a 
healthy  state  ol  its  institutions,  is  the  i mm  unit}'  with 
which  every  citizen  may,  upon  all  occasions,  ex- 
press his  political  opinions,  and  particularly  his 
prejudices,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  an  elec- 
tor. 

The  question  may  perhaps  be  asked  of  me,  what 
security  I have  in  my  power  to  offer,  ifthe  majority 
of  the  American  people  should  select  me  for  their 
chief  magistrate,  that  I would  adopt  the  principles 
which  I have  herein  laid  down, as  those  upon  which 
my  administration  would  be  conducted.  I could 
only  answer,  by  referring  to  my  conduct,  and  the 
disposition  manifested  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  several  important  offices,  which  have  heretofore 
been  conferred  upon  me.  li  the  powerplaced  in  my 
hands,  has,  on  even  a single  occasion,  been  used 
for  any  purpose  than  lhat  for  which  it  was  given,  or 
retained  longer  than  was  necessary  to  accomplish 
the  objects  designated  by  those  from  whom  the 
(rusts  were  received,  I will  acknowledge  that 
either  will  constitute  a sufficient  reason  for  discred- 
iting any  promise  I may  make,  under  the  circum- 
stances in  which  I am  now  placed. 

I am,  dear  sir,  truly  yours, 

W.  H.  HARRISON. 

To  the  honorable  Harmar  Denny. 

ANTHRACITE  COAL  TRADE. 

From  the  Miner’s  Journal. 

We  have  prepared  the  following  table  with  the 
assistance  of  one  of  our  most  practical  citizens, 
which  tends  to  show  the  actual  amount  of  capital 
engaged  in  our  region.  The  estimates  of  public  and 
private  railways  have  been  made  this  season,  and 
the  amount  of  real  estate  embraced  in  the  mining 
towns,  wharves,  &c.  is  calculated  at  a fair  increase 
from  1833,  when  a more  particular  investigation  was 
made  on  Iheir  worth.  The  working  capital,  which 
we  have  placed  at  a half  million,  is  the  minimum  es: 
timate,  at  which  rate  we  have  likewise  placed  all 
the  others.  There  are  ten  steam  engines  for  raising 
coal  in  the  region,  nine  of  which  are  worked  as  fol- 
lows, one  belonging  to  Hie  North  American  Coal 
company  being  unemployed  at  present. 

2 bv  George  H.  Potts,  on  the  Tunnel  and  Black 
Mine  veins,  in  the  borough. 

1 by  Potfs  & Bannan,  on  the  Tunnel,  Black  Mine 
and  Lawton  veins,  in  this  borough. 

1 by  Samuel  Lewis,  on  the  Salem  vein,  in  this  bo- 
rough. 

1 by  Charles  Ellet,  on  the  Salem  vein,  at  Port 
Carbon. 

1 by  F.  B.  Nichols,  ori  the  Lewis  vein,  two  miles 
up  the  Valley  railroad. 

1 by  Win.  Wallace  &.  Co.  on  tlie  same  tract. 

1 by  John  Slanton  on  the  west  bianch,  supposed 
to  be  the  Black  vein. 

2 by  N.  A.  Coal  company  on  the  Spohn  vein, 
Centreville  tract,  one  not  worked. 

The  other  collieries,  about  120  in  number,  are 
worked  above  the  water  level,  but  several  of  them 
will  require  engines  next  year.  We  may'  then  cal- 
culate the  extent  and  worth  of  our  mining  opera- 
tions, at  the  close  of  the  Schuylkill  navigation  this 
year,  as  follows  : 
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88  miles  public  incorporated  railway  $'355,000 
48  “ lateral  railway  above  ground  100,000 
45  “ “ “■  under  ground  1.8,000 

1725  large  freight  wagons  for  railroads  129,375 
129  collieries,  including  drift  wagons, 

fixtures,  &c.  253,000 

831  canal  boats, with  horses,  tackle  &c.  884,000 

60,000  acres  coal  land,  averaging  $50,  3,000,000 

Working  capital  employed  on  col- 
liers, 500,000 

* 10  steam  engines  with  pumping  ap- 
paratus, ike.  150,000 

Towns  built  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
mining  population,  wharves,  See. 
estimated  at  25  per  cent,  advance 
from  1833,  2,500,000 


$7,394,375 


The  following 

is  (he  quantity  of  coal 

shipped  fioin 

tile  different  regions  in  1337  and  IS38 

1837 

1833 

Schuylkill, 

523,152 

431,719 

Lehigh, 

192.595 

152,699 

Lackawana, 

115,387 

7S,207 

Beaver  Meadows,  33,617 

44.906 

Hazleton, 

14,221 

Laurel  Hill, 

2,001 

]364,751 

723, S13 

723,813 

Decrease  in  1838  140,938 

The  consumption  of  coal,  as  near  as  can  be  ascer- 

tained,  was  in 

Annual  increase. 

1831, 

177,000 

* 

1832, 

329,000 

150,000 

1833, 

413,000 

84,000 

1834, 

456,000 

41,000 

1835, 

556,000 

100,000 

1836, 

632,000 

126,000 

1837, 

664,000 

decrease. 

The  consumption  for  last  year,  owing  to  the  ruin- 
ous effects  of  the  government  experiments  on  the 
currency,  causing  a general  depression  of  business, 
and  the  almost  total  cessation  of  the  manufacturing 
operations  throughout  the  country,  was  about  20,000 
tons  less  than  the  preceding  year.  This  produced 
a consequent  dullness  in  the  coal  trade  the  past  sea- 
son, which  has  been  almost  ruinous  to  all  engaged 
in  it.  The  quantity  on  hand  at  the  opening  of  the 
navigation  in  1838,  over  and  above  last  year’seou- 
sumption  at  all  the  different  depots,  has  been  esti- 
mated at  200,000  tons  ; this  may  probably  supply 
the  deficiency  of  this  year’s  trade,  and  allow  for  the 
resumed  operation  of  the  manufactories.  For  if  to 
the  supply  of  this  year  723,813  tons,  we  add  the 
200,000  surplusage  of  the  last,  we  have  in  market 
923,813  tons  to  meet  the  demand,  giving  254,000 
tons  over  and  above  the  consumption  of  last  year. 
This  quantity,  should  the  winter  continue  as  severe 
as  it  has  set  in,  and  the  manufactories  continue  their 
operations,  will  probably  be  consumed  before  the 
opening  of  the  navigation  next  spring. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  quantity  of  an- 
thracite coal  sent  to  market  from  the  commencement 
of  the  trade  in  1820  up  to  1339,  showing  the  annual 
increase  and  decrease  : 


Tons. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1820, 

365 

1821, 

1,073 

608 

1822, 

2,440 

1,167 

1823, 

6,823 

3,583 

1824, 

9,541 

3,718 

1825, 

33,493 

23.352 

1326, 

4S,047 

14,644 

1327, 

61,655 

13,618 

1823, 

77.395 

15,730 

1829, 

105.083 

27,683 

1830, 

181,000 

85,917 

1331, 

177,000 

4,000 

1832, 

379,000 

202,000 

1833, 

483,000 

119,000 

1834, 

377,486 

110,514 

1S35, 

555,936 

179,450 

1836, 

682,428 

125,463 

1337, 

864,751 

178,341 

1838, 

723,8  i 3 

140.938 

The  above  tables  show  the  great  importance  which 

should 

be  attached  to  the  anthracite  coal 

trade  in  a 

national  point  of  view,  as  likewise  the  immense 
sums  which  have  been  invested  by  capitalists  in  this 
coal  region  alone.  Our  estimates  may  possibiy  dif- 
fer from  those  of  some  of  our  friends,  but  we  have 
generally  taken  a fair  average  where  there  are  dis- 
crepancies of  opinion. 

Possessed  of  such  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  min- 
eral wealth,  which  recent  improvements  in  the 
smelting  of  iron  ore  render  even  more  valuable,  we 


may  place  our  state  among  the  richest  of  those  favored 
by  nature.  Iron  and  coal  are  more  useful,  and  con- 
sequently of  more  intrinsic  value  than  the  precious 
metals ; and  therefore  while  we  continue  to  add 
yearly  to  the  revenue  of  our  state,  and  to  disperse 
our  gifts  to  the  country  at  large,  we  will  not  envy 
Mexico,  Peru,  or  India,  their  mines  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver— those  dangerous  gifts,  which  like  the  tabled 
box  of  Pandora,  have  entailed  crime  and  misery  on 
their  possessors ; and  from  whose  baleful  influence 
the  spirit  of  freedom  and  knowledge  flies  as  from  a 
withering  pestilence. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

THIRD  SESSION — SENATE. 

January  25.  Petitions  were  presented  and  some 
reports  made,  but  they  were  all  of  a private  charac- 
ter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  took  up 
the  communication  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
in  response  to  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Rives  res- 
pecting the  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  Mr.  Biddle,  and  the  debate  was 
continued  between  Messrs.  \V.  and  R.  till  nearly 
dark,  when  the  senate  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 

January  23.  The  Vice  President  communicated 
to  the  senate  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  28th  De- 
cember, showing  the  relative  difference  between 
the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  gold;  of  which  document  5,000 
copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a message  from  the  president  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  containing  information  in  relation  to  the 
norlheastern  boundary. 

Among  the  memorials  presented  were  the  fol- 
lowing: 

By  Mr.  Linn:  From  sundry  owners,  masters, 
engineers,  and  other  officers  of  steamboats,  asking 
the  establishment  of  a board  of  engineers  to  estab- 
lish the  qualifications  of  persons  seeking  employ- 
ment in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  he  had  been  importuned  by  mas- 
ters of  steamboats,  who  were  frequently  part  own- 
ers in  these  vessels,  to  try  and  have  some  measure 
of  this  kind  effected,  to  protect  them  fiom  the  ig- 
norance and  incapacity  of  persons  seeking  such 
situations. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  had  another  petition  of  some  in- 
terest; it  was  the  first  voice  from  the  citizens  of 
Oiegon  territory,  asking  the  extension  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States.  This  petition  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Also,  from  Lewis  Fleischmann,  a clerk  in  the  pa- 
tent office,  in  relation  to  the  manufacture  of  sugar 
from  beet. 

Mr.  Davis  said,  this  document  had  been  receiv- 
ed last  session,  and  he  had  read  it  with  great  inter- 
est, and  could  affirm  that  it  detailed  a series  offsets 
of  great  interest  to  the  whole  country.  He  was 
not  in  the  habit  of  moving  for  extra  numbers  of 
documents,  but,  in  this  instai  ce,  he  conceived  it  of 
so  much  importance,  that  he  would  move  for  the 
pi  inting  of  5,000  additional  copies  ; which  motion 
was  concurred  in. 

By  Mr.  Calhoun:  From  officers  of  the  revenue 
service,  asking  to  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing 
as  officers  of  the  navy  in  relation  to  the  pension 
laws. 

By  Mr.  Niles:  From  officers  of  a revenue  cut- 
ter, to  the  same  effect ; which  he  moved  be  refer- 
red to  the  committeo  on  commerce. 

Mr.  King  remarked,  that  he  did  not  see  how  this 
subject  could  be  appropriately  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  commerce.  During  last  week,  a peti- 
tion of  the  same  nature  had  been  before  the  com- 
mittee on  naval  affairs,  and  that  committee  had 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  consideration,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  commerce. 
Wl.at  this  committee  had  to  do  w ith  regulating  the 
navy  pension  fund,  or  its  distribution,  be  was  at  a 
loss  to  perceive  ; and  be  would  now’  move  therefore 
that  the  committee  on  commerce  be  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  this  subject,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred back  again  to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  ; 
wiiich  was  agreed  to. 

By  Mr.  Allen : From  certain  citizens  of  Ohio, 
asking  a repeal  of  the  neutrality  law,  which  they 
deem  partial  and  arbitrary. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  the  same,  asking  what 
s'eps  had  been  taken  in  relation  to  the  burning  of 
the  Caroline,  and  the  murder  of  American  citizens, 
which  they  deem  a premeditated  insult  to  the  na- 
tional flag. 

Mr.  Linn,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  I 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  residing  in  the  Oregon] 
territory,  or  trading  on  the  Columbia  river,  report- 
ed the  same. 

Mr.  L.  said  this  was  the  precise  bill  that  had 
been  discussed  at  the  last  session — he  deemed  it 


necessary,  however,  to  state  that  two  of  the  mem- 
bers had  committed  themselves  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
while  two  others,  the  senator  from  South  Carolina 
and  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  held  themselves  in 
reserve,  but  had  authorized  its  being  reported. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Maine,  (tom  the  committee  on 
naval  affairs,  reported  a bill  to  repeal  certain  acts 
respecting  navy  pensions,  and  making  further  pro- 
visions in  relation  to  navy  pensioners. 

Mr.  Fulton,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  a bill  to  fix  the  minimum  price  of  public 
lands  acquired  by  the  treaty  with  the  Miami  In- 
dians. 

[These  lands  are  situated  in  the  state  of  Indi- 
ana, ami  were  acquired  by  a treaty  ratified  a short 
time  since.  The  bill  fixes  the  minimum  at  $2  50 
an  acre.] 

Mr.  Linn  introduced  a bill  to  provide  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  western  frontier  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Sabine  to  Fort  Sntlling,  on  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  joint  committee  on  the  libra- 
ry, reported  the  contract  for  the  printingof  the  Ma- 
dison papers,  which  was  given  to  Langtree  & 
O’Sullivan,  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Benton  called  up  his  motion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a bill  to  repeal  the  salt  tax,  which,  after  a 
debate  between  him  and  Mr.  Davis,  was  postponed 
till  to-morrow  ; the  senate  then  held  an  executive 
session  and  adjourned. 

January  29.  After  the  transaction  of  the  usual 
morning  business,  the  senate  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  Mr.  Benton's  motion  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  salt  tax,  and  a long 
debate  ensued  between  the  mover,  and  Messrs. 
Williams  of  Maine,  Davis,  Buchanan  and  Niles ; a 
motion  was  made  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  but  it 
did  not  previ.il,  ayes  12,  noes  24. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

January  30.  The  discussion  on  Mr.  Benton's 
motion  lor  leave  to  bring  in  a “ bill  to  repeal  the 
salt  tax,  was  resumed,  and  continued  till  alter  four 
o’clock,  P.  M.  between  Messrs.  Ruggles,  Southard, 
Calhoun,  and  Davis,  when  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Ful • 
ton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton, 
Niles,  Norvell.  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Con.,  While,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wright,  Young 
—20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Kv., 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis.  Knight,  Bio-Kean,  Merrick, 
Nicholas.  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Souihard, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  "Webster,  Williams  of  Blaine — 19. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance. 

Mr.  Wright  introduced  a bill  the  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  security  of  the  public  money  iri 
the  hands  of  officers  and  agents  of  the  government, 
and  to  punish  public  defaulters,  of  which  we  find 
the  following  synopsis  in  the  “ Globe 

1.  That  the  collectors  at  Boston,  Newt  York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and  Chaileston,  shall  make 
weekly  returns  of  all  their  monetary  and  bond 
transactions  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  first 
comptroller. 

2.  That  the  collectors  at  the  other  ports  shall 
make  such  returns  monthly. 

3.  That  these  returns  shall  be  regularly  checked 
by  the  naval  officer,  or,  where  there  is  no  naval 
officer,  by  the  surveyor  of  the  port. 

4.  That  the  naval  officer  at  each  of  the  ports  spe- 
cially mentioned  above,  shall,  at  least  so  far  as  con- 
cerns the  correct  keeping  of  accounts,  be  an  effi- 
cient check  on  the  collector. 

5.  That  the  district  attorneys  at  Boston,  New 
Yok,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Charleston,  and  New 
Oleans,  shall  make  exact  and  specific  returns  of  all 
bond  and  monetary  transactions  in  which  they  may 
be  engaged,  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  first  coinptioller, 
and  the  collector  of  the  port  at  which  they  reside.  ’ 

6.  That  the  other  district  attorneys  shall  make 
such  returns  monthly,  to  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
first  comptroller. 

7.  That  the  marshals  of  these  six  districts 
shall  make  exact  and  specific  weekly  statements  of 
all  processes  and  monetary  transactions  in  which 
they  may  be  engaged  on  account  of  the  Uniied 
States,  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  the  first  comptroller, 
and  the  district  attorney  of  their  district. 

8.  That  the  marshals  of  the  other  districts  shall 
make  such  returns  monthly  to  the  secretary  of  the 

the  treasurer  ofithe  United  States,  and  the 
|j8H|p|i|j)troller. 

h That  the  receivers  at  the  land  offices  shall 
ffiSEPekly  returns  of  all  receipts  and  payments 
WWglte'g  to  particulars  in  esses  of  payments) 
to  th&sggjgffary  of  the  treasury,  the  treasurer  of  the 
UnitedrStates,  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
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office;  and  tile  registers  of  their  respective  land 
offices. 

10.  That  the  register  of  each  land  office  shall 
make  weekly  returns  to  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  com- 
missioner of  the  general  laud  office,  and  the  receiver 
of  his  own  land  office,  of  all  lands  sold. 

11.  That  the  clerk  of  each  district  shall  make 
specific  and  exact  returns  of  all  their  monetary 
transactions,  once  a month,  to  the  district  judge,  the 
solicitor  of  the  treasury,  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

12.  That  all  other  officers  or  agents  of  the  United 
States  employed  in  the  disbursement  of  the  public 
money,  shall  make  exact  and  specific  returns,  once 
a month,  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  and  that  comptroller  at 
"whose  office  the  account  of  the  disbursing  officer  is 
finally  to  be  settled. 

13.  That  the  officers  to  whom  the  returns  shall 
be  made,  shall  immediately,  on  receipt  of  them, 
compare  them  with  other  returns  in  their  office,  to 
test  their  accuracy,  and  in  case  of  the  discovery  of 
any  discrepancy,  give  information  of  the  same  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

14.  That  the  discovery  of  any  thing  calculated 
to  cast  suspicion  on  the  integrity  of  any  collecting 
or  disbursing  officer,  shall  be  forthwith  communi- 
cated by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  * 

15.  That  the  quarterly  accounts  of  the  collectors, 
and  other  officers  required  to  report  quarterly,  shall 
be  made  up  within  thirty  days  of  the  close  of  each 
quarter;  and  that  the  non-reception  of  such  an  ac- 
count within  one  week  after  the  time  usually  occu- 
pied by  the  mail  in  passing  from  the  place  where 
the  officer  resides,  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of 
delinquency,  and  a balance  standing  against  him  in 
the  books  of  the  department,  or  apparent  defalca- 
tion, shall  be  forthwith  reported  for  prosecution, 
and  the  fact  of  his  delinquency  shall  be  communi- 
cated by  the  head  of  the  department  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

16.  That  the  quarterly  accounts  received  at  the 
department  shall  be  audited  within  one  month  after 
they  are  received,  and  if  a balance  is  due  by  any 
officer,  an  acccount  shall  be  rendered  to  him  thereof; 
and  in  case  he  shall  not  promptly  discharge  the 
same,  he  shall  be  forthwith  reported  to  the  presi- 
dent by  the  secretary  of  the  United  States  as  a de- 
faulter. 

17.  That  the  naval  officers  and  surveyors,  or  ei- 
ther of  them,  where  there  is  but  one  appointed, 
shall  make  quarterly  examinations  (and  oftener  if 
directed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury)  of  the 
bonds,  money,  accounts,  &c.  of  the  collectors  ; and 
that  registers  shall  make  similar  examination  of  the 
money,  accounts,  &c.  of  the  receivers. 

13.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  have 
authority  to  direct  the  district  attorney  or  marshal 
to  examine  the  money  and  accounts  of  any  receiv- 
ing or  disbursing  officer;  and  when  the  money  in 
the  hands  of  such  offictr  usually  exceeds  three- 
fourths  of  the  amount  of  his  official  bond,  such  ex- 
aminations shall  not  be  made  less  frequently  than 
once  a year. 

19.  That,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  congress,  a 
committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  shall,  un- 
der such  limitations  as  the  house  may  prescribe, 
examine  the  money,  accounts,  be.  of  all  collecting 
and  disbursing  officers,  and  report  the  result  to  both 
houses,  and  cases  of  defaults  they  may  discover  to 
the  president. 

20.  That  additional  bonds  be  given  by  officers  or 
agent3  employed  in  collecting,  keeping,  or  disburs- 
ing the  public  money,  when  such  bonds  shall  be  re- 
quired by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  president. 

21.  That  if  any  person  employed  in  collecting, 
keeping,  or  disbursing  the  public  money  shall  make 
false  returns  of  the  same,  or  shall  lend  the  public 
money,  or  use  it  for  his  private  purposes,  he  shall, 
on  com  iction  thereof,  be  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment for  a term  of  not  less  than  three,  nor  more 
than  five  years,  and  to  a fine  equal  to  the  amount 
of  the  false  return  of  the  money  embezzled. 

22.  That  no  collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  ap- 
praiser, inspector,  receiver  of  public  moneys  lor 
lands,  register  of  a land  office,  or  any  deputy,  as- 
sistant, clerk  or  other  person  emplo\ed  by  or  un- 
der them,  shall  receive  any  present  or  fee  for  any 
official  duty  performed  by  them,  under'  the  penalty 
of  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  twelv^ia^|jj^ 
nor  less  than  three  months,  and  of  a fin£  equal  m 
three  times  the  value  of  the  money  received.  .. 

23.  That  the  secretary  shall  preserme  iff-vtdiat- 
manner  the  books  and  accounts  shall  hi  kept,  and" 
the  returns  made,  so  as  to  preserv^uniformittWn 
the  same. 

The.  senate  then  adjourned.  ^ Wr 


January  31.  Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana,  presented  a 
petition,  numerously  signed  by  citizens  of  Evans- 
ville, Indiana,  praying  congress  to  establish  a hos- 
pital at  that  place;  also  a joint  resolution  of  the 
general  assembly  of  Indiana,  praying  aid  in  the 
construction  of  the  New  Albany  and  Mount  Car- 
mel railroad;  which,  on  his  motion,  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Sevier  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  of  Arkansas,  in  relation  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  line  between  Texas  and  our  govern- 
ment. Also,  for  an  appropriation  for  completing 
the  improvement  of  the  river  Arkansas.  Also,  for 
completing  the  road  from  Memphis  to  Little  Rock, 
in  said  state. 

Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  presented  a memorial 
from  Doctor  E.  Theller,  one  of  those  persons  lately 
engaged  in  the  Canada  troubles. 

Mr.  C.  having  briefly  stated  the  import  of  the 
petition,  remarked,  in  etfect,  that  he  would  not  now 
call  in  question  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  con-  j 
demn  and  punish  for  treason  any  individual  found 
in  rebellion  against  her  authorities  within  her  ter- 
ritory ; but  this  petitioner  stated  that  he  had  been 
condemned  on  the  express  ground  that  he  was  only 
a naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  was 
a native  of  the  British  dominions;  and  he  further 
stated  that  he  would  have  been  executed  under  this 
sentence,  if  he  had  Dot  escaped  from  his  prison  in 
Quebec. 

Supposing  these  statements  to  be  correct,  Mr.  C. 
felt  compelled  to  say  that,  if  the  tribunals  of  Great 
Britain  condemned  this  individual  on  till  ground 
that  he  was  a naturalized,  and  not  a native  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  then  the  United  States  were 
bound  to  remonstrate,  and  to  remonstrate  in  the 
most  effectual  manner.  If  the  petitioner  had  been 
condemned,  as  any  native  American  citizen  would 
have  bpen  condemned,  for  rising  against  the  autho- 
rities of  Great  Britain,  Mr.  C.  would  now  have 
had  nothing  to  say;  but  he  must,  and  would,  insist 
that  all  foreigners,  from  whatever  quarter,  who  had 
been  naturalized  as  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
had  a right,  and  ought  to  be  protected  in  all  the 
rights  of  native  American  citizens. 

There  were  many  modes  of  settling  this  question, 
one  of  which  was  by  treaty,  which  heretofore  had 
not  proved  successful  It  might  be  done  by  a di- 
rect act  of  legislation,  which  should  indicate  to 
Great  Britain  that  we  should,  at  all  hazards,  pro- 
tect all  our  citizens,  whether  native  or  adopted 
from  foreign  countries,  under  our  constitution  and 
laws,  without  discrimination,  and  all  on  the  same 
broad  footing  of  equality. 

Without  indicating  what  ought  to  be  done  in  this 
case,  Mr.  C.  moved  that  the  petition  be  printed,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Norvell  said  the  petitioner  was  a citizen  of 
Michigan,  intelligent,  but  a great  enthusiast.  The 
senator  from  Kentucky  was  right  in  maintaining 
that  naturalized  were  as  much  entitled  to  protec- 
tion as  native  citizens;  but  Mr.  N.  was  understood 
to  argue  that  this  individual,  by  engaging  in  a for- 
eign civil  war  in  a country  with  which  the  United 
States  were  at  peace,  had  in  so  doing  expatriated 
himself  from  his  adopted  country,  and  thereby  for- 
feited all  the  protection  which  he  might  otherwise 
claim  from  its  constitution  and  its  laws. 

The  petition  took  the  direction  proposed  by  Mr. 
Clay. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  prevent  the  inter- 
ference of  public  officers  in  elections,  made  a spe- 
cial report  thereon,  which  with  the  bill,  after  a few 
words  from  Messrs.  Crittenden.,  Hubbard  and  Nor- 
vell, was  made  the  special  order  for  Thursday  next, 
and  10,000  extra  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  salt  duty  and 
abolishing  fishing  bounties,  also  enquire  into  (he  expe- 
diency of  repealing  the  duty  on  bread  stuffs,  beef  and 
pork,  iron,  sugar,  molasses  and  lead. 

Mr.  Crittenden  submitted  the  following,  which 
lies  over  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  directed  to  report  to  the  senate  the  total 
amount  of  revenue  from  all  sources  which  accrued  and 
was  received  into  the  public  treasury,  and  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  the  expenditures  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, in  all  branches  of  the  public  service,  during  each 
year  from  the  1st  of  January,  1817,  to  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1839,  distinguishing  the  payments  made  in 
each  year  on  account  of  the  national  debt,  and  that  this 
.information  be  reported  in  connexion  with  that  required 
(tiy  the  resolution  of  the  29th  January,  1839,  directing 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  report  whether  any,  and 
if  any,  how  much  would  have  been  the  deficit  in  the 
Treasury,  if  an  act  entitled  “ An  act  to  appropriate  f r 
a limited  time  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for  granting  land  to 
certain  States,”  which  passed  both  houses  of  congress, 


had  received  the  approbation  of  the  president,  and  been 
acted  upon  up  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1839. 

The  senate  went  into  executive  session,  and  then 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  January  25.  The  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  expenditures  in  the  department  of  state 
in  relation  to  the  allowance  of  $800  to  Samuel 
Lew  is  lor  the  services  of  his  son,  a minor,  coming 
up  as  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  the  de- 
bate thereon  was  continued  lor  a short  time  by  Mr. 
Jld.ams  at.d  Mr.  Calvary  Morris,  when,  on  motion 
of  Mr  Pope,  the  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Connor,  from  the  committee  on  the  post  of- 
fice and  post  roads,  made  a report  against  the  reso- 
lution of  the  house  of  representatives  of  December 
31,  instructing  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  changing  or  modilying  the  law  in 
relation  to  postage,  that  all  public  newspapers  shall 
be  carried  in  the  mail  Iree  of  charge,  within  the 
limits  of  the  counties  where  they  are  respectively 
printed  and  published. 

Mr.  McKay,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
defence  of  the  northern  anu  western  Irontier. 

Mr.  McKay,  irom  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
joint  resolution  making  it  the  duty  of  the  attorney 
general  of  the  United  States  to  examine  into  the 
titles  of  the  lands  or  sites  purchased  by  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  armories 
and  other  public  works,  and  lor  other  purposes. 

Mr.  James  Garland,  from  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary,  reported  a bill  to  restore  circuit  court 
jurisdiction  to  the  district  court  of  the  northern  dis- 
trict of  New  York,  and  to  regulate  the  terms  of  said 
court. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a cominunica-' 
tion  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting 
copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  two  courts  martial 
ordered  to  try  certain  charges  preferred  by  com.  J. 
D.  Elliott  against  lieut.  C.  G.  Hunter,  together  with 
a copy  of  the  charges  preferred  by  lieut.  Hunter 
against  com.  Elliott,  upon  which  the  navy  depart- 
ment, considering  all  the  circumstances  ol  the  case, 
did  not,  at  the  time,  think  proper  to  institute  any 
proceedings,  which  having  been  laid  on  the  table, 
and  oider--d  to  be  printed — 

Mr.  Lincoln  rose  and  said  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  com.  Elliott,  explanatory  of  the  charges 
against  him,  which  he  asked  might  be  laid  on  the 
table  and  printed  in  connexion  with  the  foregoing 
communication  from  the  department ; which  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  house  took  up  and 
agr  ed  to  the  following  amendment  to  the  rules 
submitted  by  him  some  weeks  since,  he  having  mo- 
dified it  so  as  to  read  the  first  and  “fourth”  Friday. 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  the  house  be  amended  by 
adding  to  the  20th  rule  the  following : “And  on  the 
first  and  third  Friday  i f each  month  the  calendar  of 
senate  bills  shall  be  called  over,  and  the  bills  to  the 
passage  of  vvhich  no  objection  shall  then  be  made  shall 
be  first  considered  and  disposed  of.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  the  house  then 
went  into  committee  on  the  private  calendar,  and 
spent  the  whole  day,  till  nearly  six  o’clock,  in  the 
consideration  of  private  bills,  disposing  of  up- 
wards ol  200,  passing  some,  postponing  others, 
and  the  committee  having  leave  to  sit  again  on  the 
remainder,  after  which 

The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Jan.  26.  Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  roads  and  canals,  reported  w ith  an  amend- 
ment senate  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  state  of  Ala- 
bama the  two  per  cent.  fund. 

Also,  with  a similar  amendment,  senate  bill  to 
relinquish  to  the  state  of  Mississippi  her  two  per 
cent  fund.  1 

Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a bill  making  appiopriations  for  improvin'*-  the 
Allpghany  river  from  the  mouth  of  Olean.  ° 

Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
buildings  and  grounds,  reported  a bill  to  provide  for 
the  erection  of  a fire  proof  building  for  the  use  of 
the  department  of  war,  and  sundry  documents  from 
the  secretary  of  war  in  relation  to  the  estimated 
cost  thereof,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Cumpbcll,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  commit- 
tee of  claims,  reported  a bill  extending  the  provi- 
sions of  the  amendatory  act  of  October  14,  1S37, 
providing  for  the  payment  of  horses  lost  or  de- 
stroyed in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
moved  its  engrossment;  but,  after  some  conversa- 
tion, it  was  committed  to  a committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Connor,  the  committee  on  the 
post  office  and  post  roads,  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  house, 
proposing  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  re- 
gulating the  postage  as  to  receive  money  of  tha 
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United  States,  and  dispense  with  fractional  parts 
of  cents. 

Mr.  Adorns,  from  the  committee  on  manufac- 
tures, reported  an  amendment  to  the  “bill  impo- 
sing a duty  on  starch  which  was  referred  to  the 
-.same  committee  of  the  whole  as  had  charge  of  the 
till. 

Mr.  Bronson,  from  the  committee  on  the  territo- 
ries, reported  a bill  to  provide  for  the  erection  of 
.public  buildings  in  the  territory  of  Florida. 

Mr.  B.  also  reported  a resolution  to  set  apart 
Monday  and  Tuesday  the  1 1th  and  12th  of  Febru- 
ary, for  the  consideration  of  territorial  business 
and  bills,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  .Adams,  from  the  joint  committee  of  the  two 
•houses  on  the  bequest  of  the  late  James  Smithson, 
moved  the  printing  of  certain  papers  ; which  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  also  reported  a joint  resolution  authori- 
-zing  the  employment  of  a clerk,  and  to  have  such 
•papers  printed  as  they  deemed  necessary,  which 
■was  concurred  in. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  un- 
finished business  on  the  speaker’s  table,  being  a 
■motion,  heretofore  submitted,  to  print  10,000  extra 
-copies  of  the  report,  made  on  a former  day,  from 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  on  the  state  of 
’the  treasury. 

Mr.  Sergeant  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  but  being 
■unavoidably  absent,  Mr.  McKennan  moved  to  post- 
pone the  subject  till  Tuesday  ; the  hour  elapsed, 
■however,  before  the  motion  was  decided,  and  the 
house  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shields,  the  Tennessee  land 
bill,  from  the  senate,  was  postponed  till  Tuesday 
next,  and  Mr.  Yell,  on  leave,  presented  an  amend - 
•merit  he  intended  to  offer  to  it,  which  was  ordered 
•to  be  printed. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  exclusively  devo- 
-fed  to  private  business,  and  upwards  ol  150  pri- 
vate bills  were  passed,  alter  which  the  Speaker  laid 
before  the  house  a communication  from  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  in  answer  to  a call  of  this 
house,  transmitting  a statement  of  the  accounts  of 
the  Commonwealth,  Franklin,  and  Lafayette  banks 
of 'Boston,  and  an  exhibit  of  the  indebtedness  of 
the  said  institutions  to  the  United  States,  and  in 
what  way  the  same  is  secured;  and  then,  on  mo- 
tion the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Jan.  28.  Mr.  Haynes  made  an  ineffec- 
tual attempt  to  induce  the  house  to  go  into  commit- 
tee on  the  president’s  annual  message. 

This  being  tne  day,  under  the  rule  for  offering  re- 
-solutions,’  the  states  were  called  through  in  their  or- 
.der,  and  a great  mass  was  presented.  Many  of  them, 
however,, were  merely  for  the  settlement  of  claims, 
establishment  of  post  routes,  and  other  local  matters. 
Those  of  a more  general  character  were  the  follow- 
in  a- : 

Mr.  Clark  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
■lies  over  one  day  : 

Resolved,  That  the  house,  in  pufsuance  of  the  joint 
.resolution  of  the  5th  of  February,  1829,  will  on  the  se- 
■cond  Monday  of  February  next,  at  one  o clock,  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  a printer  to  the  house  for  the  26th 
congress.  . , . , . 

Mr.  Reed  offered  the  following,  which,  the  rule 
having  been  suspended  for  the  purpose,  was  adopted  : 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  lay  before  this  house,  early  at  its  next  session,  the 
amount  of  compensation,  whether  as  fees  or  otherwise, 
.which  htis  been  received  by  each  of  the  district  attor- 
neys, clerks,  and  marshals  of  the  United  States,  as  fees 
or  otherwise,  as  officers  of  the  government,  during  the 
year  1839  ; and,  to  that  end,  that  said  attorneys,  clerks, 
and  marshals,  be  directed  to  keep  and  number  an  ex- 
act account  of  all  money,  &c.,  received. 

Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  said  that 
he  had  received  a letter  from  Samuel  Etheridge,  esq., 
of  Massachusetts,  stating  that  be  had  heretofore  pre- 
ferred charges  against  capt.  Elliott,  of  the  navy,  and 
requesting  that  a call  might  be  made  on  the  depart- 
ment in  'relation  to  said  charges,  and  Mr.  F.  stated 
that,  in  conformity  with  this  request,  he  olfered  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  directed  to 
furnish  this  bouse  with  certain  charges. heretofore  pre- 
ferred by  Samuel  Etheridge,  of  Massachusetts  against 
capt.  J.  D.  Elliott,  of  the  navy  ot  the  United  States, 
and  to  furnish  the  reasons,  if  any,  why  the  department 
has  not  heretofore  ordered  a court  of  inquity  to  sit  upon 

said  charges  against  said  Elliott. 

And  the  resolution  was  considered  ami  adopted. 
Mr.  Cashing  said  that  four  weeks  ago  he  ottered  a 
resolution  or  series  of  resolutions  ol  inquiiy  in  ie- 
sard  to  sundry  points  in  the  relations  ol  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  United ’States,  which  lay  over  under 
the  rule.  He  wished  to-day,  instead  of  exercising 
his  privilege  to  offer  a new  resolution  on  some  other 
subject,  to  rail  up  the  former,  and  have  it  passed; 
engaging  for  himself  to  waive  all  debate  on  the  sub- 
ject at  the  present  time. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  resolutions  were 


taken  up  ; and  being  modified  by  the  mover,  and 
amended  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bronson,  of  New 
York  passed  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the'United  States  be 
requested,  if  in  his  judgment  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  interest,  to  communicate  to  this  house  informa- 
tion touching  the  following  particulars  in  the  territorial 
relations  of  the  United  Stares  and  Great  Britain  on  this 
continent,  viz  : 

1.  The  correspondence,  if  any,  which  has  been  had 
between  the  government  of  the  United  States  and  that 
of  Great  Britain,  or  the  military  or  civil  authorities  of 
either,  in  relation  to  the  troubles  in  the  British  provinces 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  and  to  alleged  violations 
of  neutrality  on  the  part  whether  of  Great  Britain  or 
the  United  States,  or  any  of  the  officers,  subjects,  or 
citizens  of  each. 

2.  The  correspondence  had,  or  measures  taken,  by 
the  executive,  if  any,  regarding  citizens  of  the  United 
States  made  prisoners  of  war  at  any  time  in  any  of  the 
insurrectionary  movements  of  Upper  or  Lower  Canada. 

3.  Whether  the  government  of  Great  Britain  has 
made  reparation  for  the  seizure  and  destruction  of  the 
steamboat  Caroline,  within  the  waters  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  the  murder  of  American  citizens  on  board 
the  same,  by  a hand  of  armed  invaders  from  the  pro- 
vince of  Upper  Canada,  acting  under  the  orders  and 
authority  of  the  colonial  government  of  said  province  ; 
and  whether  any  and  what  negotiation  or  correspon- 
dence between  the  government  of  the  United  Stales  and 
that  of  Great  Bt  itain  has  taken  place  on  that  subject ; 
and,  if  so,  what  is  the  present  state  of  such  negotiation. 

4.  Whether  the  government  of  the  United  States  has 
entered  into  negotiations  with  that  of  Great  Britain  for 
the  purpose  of  arresting  and  preventing  the  further  dis- 
tribution of  presents  and  payment  of  war  subsidies  by 
the  latter  government  to  the  Indian  tribes  within  the 
territo  ml  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Slates ; 
a nd,  if  so,  what  has  been  the  result  of  the  said  negotia- 
tions. 

5.  Whether  the  government  of  the  United  States  has 
given  to  that  of  Great  Britain  the  stipulated  notice  to 
annul  and  abrogate  the  convention  ot  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1827,  undercover  of  which,  and  of  the  conven- 
tion of  the  20th  of  October,  18.18,  the  Hudson’s  Bay 
company  has  proceeded,  with  permission  or  by  conni- 
vance of  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  to  establish 
military  posts  in  the  territories  of  the  United  States  be- 
yond the  Rocky  mountains. 

6.  Whether  the  government  of  the  United  States  has 
taken  any  measures,  and.  if  any,  what,  to  adjust,  settle, 
and  mark  the  boundaries  between  the  United  Slates  and 
the  Briiish  provinces  in  North  America,  from  St.  Ma- 
ry’s Falls,  between  lake  Huron  and  lake  Superior,  and 
so  northwardly  and  westwardly  along  the  frontier  of 
the  state  of  Michigan  and  the  territories  of  Wisconsin 
and  Iowa,  to  the  Rocky  mountains. 

7.  What  correspondence,  if  any,  the  government  of 
the  United  States  has  had  with  that  of  Great  Britain, 
or  any  of  its  authorities  or  officers,  or  with  the  govern- 
ment of  the  state  of  Maine,  in  regard  to  the  late  survey 
or  investigation  of  the  northeastern  boundary  line  of  the 
United  States  by  the  government  of  said  state  ; and  the 
present  condition  of  the  negotiations  relating  to  said 
boundary. 

8.  Whether  any  correspondence  has  recently  passed 
between  the  British  and  American  governments  rela- 
tive to  the  free  navigation  of  the  navigable  rivers  con- 
terminous to  the  United  States  and  the  British  posses- 
sions in  North  America,  or  of  navigable  rivers  running, 
in  part  or  in  whole,  through  the  territories  of  both  go 
vernments  ; and,  if  so,  the  result  of  the  same. 

9.  Whether  the  public  authorities  of  Upper  Canada, 
or  any  of  them,  have  undertaken  to  interdict  or  restrict 
the  ordinary  intercourse  between  said  province  and  the 
contiguous  parts  of  the  United  States;  and,  if  so,  by 
what  law  or  pretence  of  right ; and  whether  said  inter- 
dict or  restriction  is  consistent  w th  rite  treaties  subsist- 
ing between  the  United  States  arm  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  every  member  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  ought,  before  taking  his 
seat  therein,  to  produce  at  the  clerk’s  table,  or  to  de- 
posite  in  the  clerk’s  office,  the  credentials  by  virtue  of 
which  he  claims  Ins  seat : and  in  all  cases  of  contested 
election  no  member  ought  to  be  permitted  to  vole  until 
the  house,  upon  a report  from  the  standing  committee 
of  elections,  or  by  the  vote  of  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers present,  being  a quorum  of  the  house,  shall  have 
decided  which  of  the  claimants  is  entitled  to  the  con- 
tested seat. 

Mr.  Adams  explained  that  he  had  offered  this  re- 
solution in  consequence  of  the  disuse  of  a practice 
which  had  formerly  existed  in  this  house,  and  which 
he  believed  to  be  the  practice  of  every  other  delib 
erative  body.  It  was,  that  every  member  who  was 
here  as  the  representative  of  the  people  should  pro 
duce  the  credentials  by  virtue  of  which  he  claimed 
his  seat.  This  practice  had  been  adopted  at  the 
first  organization  of  the  government,  and  had  been 
continued  until  within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years 
He  did  not  exactly  know  when  it  was  first  d' 
used,  but  since  that  time  every  gentleman  w; 
thought  proper  to  do  so  had  come  and  taken 
seat  without  having  presented  any  evidence  of 
being  entitled  thereto.  Mr.  A.  did  not  intend 
debate  this  resolution  himself,  nor  was  he  aware 
that  ttiere  was  any  disposition  to  contest  the  prin- 
ciple. It  was  one  the  operation  of  which  might 


be  of  very  great  importance  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session  of  congress.  He  hoped  the 
resolution  would  be  disposed  of  now. 

Objection  having  been  made, 

Mr.  Bronson  moved  a suspension  of  the  yule; 
but  the  motion  did  not  prevail,  86  to  62,  not  two- 
thirds. 

And  Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  having  signi- 
fied his  intention  to  debate  the  resolution,  it  lies 
over  one  day  by  the  rule. 

Iu  pursuance  of  notice,  Mr.  Tillinghast,  on  leave 
given,  introduced  a bill  to  allow  drawback  of  du- 
ties on  imported  hemp,  when  manufactured  into 
cordage  and  exported;  which  said  bill,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  T.,  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Grant  presented  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  report  to  this  house,  with  all  convenient 
despatch,  a bill  making  appropriations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  rivers  and  harbors  tor  the  year  1839,  and  for 
certain  surveys  of  the  same,  according  to  the  estimates 
for  those  objects  as  submitted  to  this  house  or  to  the 
said  committee  during  the  present  session,  by  the  de- 
partment and  bureaus  having  charge  of  said  improve- 
ments and  public  works 

Objection  was  made  to  consider  the  resolution  at 
this  time,  and  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rule 
for  that  object. 

Mr.  Grant  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow  he 
would  move  for  lefve  to  introduce  a bill  to  provide 
for  certain  harbors,  and  for  the  removal  of  certain 
obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouths  of  certain  rivers, 
and  for  other  purposes,  during  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

Mr.  Davies  offered  a resolution  providing  that 
hereafter  the  daily  hour  of  the  meeting  of  this 
house  shall  be  11  o’clock  A.  M.;  but  the  house 
refusing  to  consider  it,  the  resolution  lies  over  one 
day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fillmore , 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  commu- 
nicate to  this  house,  if  not  in  his  opinion  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest,  what  demand  has  been  made 
upon  the  British  government  for  satisfaction  for  the 
outrage  committed  under  its  authority  in  burning  the 
steamboat  Caroline,  and  murdering  our  unarmed  citi- 
zens on  board,  and  what  reply  said  government  has 
made  to  such  demand,  and  all  the  correspondence  on 
the  subject  of  said  outrage,  between  this  government 
and  that,  or  the  officer  or  agents  of  either,  or  the  officer 
or  agents  of  this  government  and  the  president,  or  any 
of  its  departments,  which  have  not  heretofore  been 
communicated  to  this  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  of  Indiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directes!  to 
report  to  this  house  whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  im- 
provements can  be  suspended  or  discontinued  upon 
the  harbors  now  in  a process  of  constrnction,  without 
endangering  the  existence  of  the  structures  already 
begun,  and  without  exposing  the  government  to  a 
waste  of  the  moneys  already  expended  ; what  is  the 
average  progress  of  those  harbors  towards  completion  ; 
and  whether  the  interests  of  commerce  would  not  be 
deleteriously  affected  by  such  suspension,  or  discon- 
tinuance ; and  that  he  extend  his  report  to  those  rivers 
whose  channels  are  now  undergoing  improvement  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Williams, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  an  appropriation  for  the  im- 
provement of  tl;e  Holston  and  Tennessee  rivers,  under 
the  -survey  made  by  col  Long,  of  the  United  States 
topographical  corps,  in  the  year  1832  ; and  also  into 
the  expediency  of  an  appropriation  for  a survey  of  so 
much  of  said  streams  and  their  navigable  tributaries 
as  is  not  embraced  in  the  actual  survey  herein  indi- 
cated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans, 

Reeolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  buildings 
and  grounds  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  causing  the  naval  monument  in  front  of  the 
capitol  to  be  removed  to  some  more  suitable  and  appro- 
priate place. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grennell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
benefits  of  five  years’  half  pay,  now  allowed  by  law  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
militia  and  volunteers  who  die  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  regular  army  who  have  died  or  shall 
die  in  the  service,  or  in  consequence  of  wounds  receiv- 
ed while  in  the  line  of  their  duty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  he  directed  to 
inform  this  house  whether  the  accounts  of  David  Hen- 
late  collector  of  the  port  of  Boston  and  Charles- 
the  state  of  Massachusetts,  have  been  settled 
treasury  of  the  United  States;  and,  if  so, 
y,  and,  if  any,  what,  amount  of  credit  was 
for  money  deposited  in  the  Commonwealth 
name  of  said  collector,  and  which  remain- 
lite  at  the  time  of  the  insolvency  and  failure 
rither  to  the  credit  of  said  collector  or  of 
£es  ; -and  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what, 
to  the  credit  of  said  collector,  on 
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account  of  payments  or  advancements  to  officers  of  the 
customs  in  said  port  of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  for 
salaries,  tees,  or  otherwise,  in  anticipation  of  appropro- 
priatioitSj  and  for  which  no  provison  was  made  by  law  ; 
and  whether  any  credits  have  been  allowed  to  said  col- 
lector for  any  assignment  of  bank  stock,  transfer  or 
change  of  bank  deposites,  or  for  properly,  real  or  per- 
sonal, by  sale  or  assignment,  for  which  the  treasury  ol 
the  United  States  has  not  already  realized  the  nominul 
amount  for  which  it  was  so  sold  or  assigned  in  syecie 
value.  And  if  the  accounts  of  the  said  collector  are  s^ill 
open  and  outstanding,  that  the  secretary  report  to  this 
house  the  reasons  why  the  same  are  not  closed  and  set- 
tled. 

Mr.  Eueiett  offered  the  following,  which,  under 
the  rule,  lies  over  one  day  : 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed  to 
inform  this  house — 

1st.  What  was  the  practice  of  his  department  at  and 
prior  to  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  relative  to  the  mode  of 
filing  and  keeping  the  letters  and  communications  re- 
ceived, particularly  whether  a register  of  them  was 
made,  and  whether  they  were  kept  on  file  in  the  order 
of  consecutive  dales,  with  numbers  and  letters  corres- 
ponding with  such  register;  and  whether,  since  that 
time,  a change  has  been  made  in  the  mode  of  filing 
and  keeping  the  same  ; and  if  so,  what,  and  when,  and 
by  whom  made,  and  what  is  now  the  practice  of  the 
department  in  these  respecis. 

2d.  Whether  it  is  now  the  practice  of  the  depart- 
ment to  keep  and  preserve  on  the  regular  files  of  the 
department,  or  otherwise, -and  in  what  manner,  all  let- 
ters and  papers  received,  having  relation  to  the  official 
business  of  the  department,  and  to  preserve  in  the  letter 
books  of  the  department,  or  otherwise,  copies  of  all  let- 
ters anu  communications  from  the  department. 

3J.  What  was  the  practice  of  the  department  at  and 
prior  to  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  relative  to  communicat- 
ing to  postmasters  against  whom  charges  had  been 
made,  or  for  whose  removal  application  had  been  made, 
copies  of  such  charges,  or  the  substance  of  the  same  ; 
or  copies  of  such  applications,  and  of  the  statements  or 
evidence  received  in  support  of  such  charge  or  appli- 
cation, or  any  notice  thereof,  before  proceeding  to  act 
thereon  ; and  whether  it  was  the  praciice  to  receive 
counter-statements  or  testimony  on  behalf  of  such  post- 
master ; and,  also,  whether  it  was  the  practice  of  the 
department  in  cases  which  did  not  require  immediate 
action,  to  appoint  an  agent  to  take  testimony,  or  to  in- 
vestigate the  truth  of  the  charges,  or  grounds  of  the  ap- 
plication ; and  whether  any  change  has  since  been 
made  in  the  praciice  of  the  department,  in  these  re- 
spects, and  if  so,  what,  and  when,  and  by  whom  made, 
and  what  is  now  the  practice  of  the  department  in  these 
respects. 

4th.  Whether  it  is  now  a rule  or  practice  of  the  de- 
partment to  refuse  to  postmasters  who  have  been  remov- 
ed on  charges  made,  or  on  the  application  of  others, 
copies  of  such  charges,  or  copies  of  the  statements  or 
evidence  received  in  support  of  the  same,  or  the  rea- 
sons or  grounds  ot  their  removal,  when  required  by. 
such  postmaster;  and,  if  so,  when  was  such  rule  or 
practice  first  adopted,  and  by  whom.  And 

5th.  The  manner  in  which  the  accounts  of  the  de- 
partment with  contractors  and  postmasters  are  now 
kept. 

Mr.  Everett  offered  the  following,  which,  under 
the  rules,  lies  one  day  : 

Resolved , That  the  committee  of elections  be  instruct- 
ed to  enquire  into  the  expedien.y  of j?foviding  by  law — 

1st.  Tnat  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  congress  of  the  United  States  in  office  on  the  last 
daycf  the  last  session  of  any  congress  shall  remain  in 
office  until  the  organization  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  succeeding  congress. 

2d.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  receive 
and  file  all  certificates  of  election  transmitted  by  the  ex- 
ecutives of  i he  several  states. 

3d.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  clerk  to  make  a 
roll  of  the  members  who,  from  such  certificates,  or,  when 
no  certificates  are  returned,  from  credeniials  from  the 
executive  of  the  state,  presented  by  persons  claiming  to 
be  members  of  such  congress,  appear  to  have  been 
elected  members  of  said  congress. 

4th.  That  the  said  clerk  shall,  at  12  o'clock  meredian, 
on  the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  such  congress, 
call  the  members  so  enrolled  to  order,  who  shall  then 
proceed  to  elect  a speaker  and  clerk  for  the  time  being. 

5th.  Providing  for  the  mode  of  taking  testimony  in 
case  of  contested  elections,  and  that  the  same  be  filed 
with  the  clerk  on  or  before  the  second  Monday  of  the 
session 

6th-  That  said  house,  when  so  organized,  shall 
appoint  a committee  of  elections,  by  ballot  or  viva  voce, 
as  a majority  shall  determine,  to  consist  of  thirteen 
members,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge 
of  their  duty. 

7th.  That  said  committee  forthwith  proceed  to  ex- 
amine and  report  on  all  contested  elections,  and  that 
the  persons  contesting  may  be  heard  before,  the  house 
by  themselves  and  counsel ; and  which  shall  decide 
thereon  without  further  debate. 

8th.  That,  after  the  decision  of  all  the  cases  of  con- 
tested elections,  the  house  shall  proceed  to  elect  a 
speaker,  clerk,  and  other  officers  of  the  house  for  the 
congress. 

9th.  That  if  the  election  of  speaker  shall  result  in  the 
choice  of  another  person,  the  standing  committees  shall 
be  appointed  anew. 

Mr.  H.  Allen  offered  the  following,  which,  under 
the  rules,  lies  over  one  day  : 


Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 1 
structed  to  inquire  into  tne  expediency  of  so  amending  | 
the  law  on  the  subject  ot  naturalization  as  io  exclude 
those  from  the  privileges  of  natural  citizens  who  are  or 
shall  be  born  of  parents  who  have  been  removed,  or 
shall  remove,  from  the  United  Stales,  and  have  taken, 
or  shall  take,  the  oath  ot  allegiance  to  the  governmeui 
in  which  they  so  reside,  until  such  person  sltall  become 
naturalized  like  other  foreigners,  agreeably  to  the  laws 
that  now  do  or  hereafter  may  exist  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Palmer  submitted  the  following  joint  resolu. 
tion  ; which  was  read,  and  debate  arising  thereon, 
it  was  laid  over  under  the  rule,  viz  : 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  That 
hereafter  when  in  any  state  or  territory  the  public  lands 
belonging  to  the  United  States  shall  be  reduced,  by  sales 
or  otherwise,  to  a quantity  not  exceeding  one-sixth  part 
of  their  original  amount,  the  minimum  price  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  within  such  state  or  territory  shall  be  reduced 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre  ; and  a like  reduction  shall 
take  place  at  the  end  of  every  two  years  thereafter;  of 
which  several  reductions  the  president  of  the  United 
States  shall,  by  proclamation  from  time  to  time,  give 
due  notice,  until  said  price  shall  be  reduced  to  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre  ; and  at  the  end  of  two  years  after 
such  last  reduction,  all  the  public  lands  within  such 
state  or  territory  shall  be  offered  at  public  auction,  for 
cash,  to  the  highest  bidder;  like  notice  being  given  of 
such  sale  as  now  provided  by  law,  at  which  sales  the 
states  or  territories  in  which  such  lands  are  situated 
may  become  purchasers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Spencer, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
bounty  lands  to  the  commissioned  officers  who  served 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  and  also  "of  reviving  the  acts  of 
1816  and  1817  granting  bounty  lands  to  Canadian  vol- 
unteers. 

Mr.  Naylor  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  over  one  day  under  the  rule,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  directed 
to  furnish  this  house  with  copies  of  the  charges  of  inhu- 
man, unofficerlike,  ungentlcmanly,  and  infamous  con- 
duct preferred  by  Charles  E.  Barton,  a passed  midship- 
man of  the  United  States  navy,  against  captain  Jesse 
D.  Elliott,  whilst  in  command  ot  die  Mediterranean 
squadron,  together  with  all  communications  in  relation 
to  said  conduct  of  said  captain  Elliott,  and  to  said 
charges,  on  file  in  the  navy  department;  and  to  com- 
municate the  reasons,  if  any,  why  the  said  Elliott  has 
not  been  ordered  to  be  tried  upon  said  charges. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Mallory, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  the  aggregate 
amount  paid  to  all  persons  who  have,  since  1829,  been 
concerned  in  negotiating  treaties  with  the  Indians,  to- 
gether with  the  names  of  such  persons,  and  the  sums 
respectively  received  by  them  in  the  way  of  per  diem, 
mileage,  and  extra  charges,  and  under  what  authority : 
and,  also,  if  any  of  the  clerks  in  the  state,  treasury,  war, 
or  navy  department,  or  any  of  the  bureaus  or  offices 
thereof,  are  chargeable  with  the  disbursement  of  the 
public  funds;  if  so,  what  amount  of  compensation  is 
allowed  to  each  for  the  performance  of  ihis  extra  ser- 
vice, and  what  security  is  required  of  them  for  its  faith- 
ful performance. 

Mr.  Mercer  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  lay  before  the  house 
of  representatives  a list  of  all  removals  from  office 
which  have  occurred  since  the  organization  of  the  pre- 
sent government  of  the  United  States,  denoting  the 
names  of  the  persons  so  removed,  and  the  title  or  de- 
nomination of  their  respective  offices;  also,  a similar 
list  of  all  persons  whose  terms  of  service  having  been 
limited  by  law  to  fouryears,  have  not  been  renominated, 
and  that  such  list  denote  the  dale  of  each  removal  or 
expiration  of  office,  not  succeeded  by  a re-nomination  of 
the  person  whose  term  of  service  shall  have  so  expired. 

Mr.  Parris  moved  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read,  and  debate  arising,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table  under  the  rule,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  revolutionary  pen- 
sions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fur- 
ther extending  the  provisions  of  the  pension  act  of  July 
7th,  1838,  to  give  benefit  to  the  widows  of  revolu- 
tionary pensioners  who  have  become  widows  since  the 
passage  of  the  pension  act  of  July  4ih,  1836. 

Mr.  McKay  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one  day  un- 
der the  rule,  viz ; 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
inform  this  house  whether  anv  cases  of  defalcation,  not 
heretofore  reported  to  either  house  of  congress,  have 
occurred  ori  the  part  of  the  public  officers  in  any  branch 
of  the  public  service,  under  the  direction  of  his  depart- 
ment ; the  names  of  such  defaulters  and  the  amounts 
of  the  defalcations  respectively,  and  what  proceedings 
have  been  adopted  by  him  in  each  case. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery, 

^ ^Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  war  be  instructed  to 
inform  this  house  whether  any  of  the  stale  troops  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  Stales  in  the  Cherokee 
country,  yet  remain  unpaid;  and.  if  so,  how  many, 
and  the  reasons  why  these  claims  have  not  sooner  been 
settled. 


Mr.  Sawyer  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one  day  un- 
der the  rule,  v iz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  oi  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  if  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  upon  what  authority 
Lewis  Cass,  minister  to  the  court  of  St.  Cloud,  visited 
France,  Asia,  and  other  Ibreign  countries,  since  his 
appointment,  and  how  long  said  minister  was  absent 
Irom  the  court  of  the  French  king. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  elections  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a law 
of  the  following  import,  constituting  the  committee  of 
elections : 

That  on  the  third  day  of  the  first  session  of  each  con- 
gress, the  name  of  that  member,  from  each  state,  who 
has  received  the  greatest  majority  of  votes  lor  congress 
among  his  own  delegation,  shall  he  deposited  in  box 
number  one. 

That  the  names  of  all  the  other  members  of  congress, 
then  in  attendance,  shall  be  severally  put  in  box  num- 
ber two. 

That  a boy  under  ten  years  old  shall  forthwith  pro- 
ceed to  draw  out  of  box  number  two  the  names  ol  ten 
members,  which  names,  so  drawn,  shall  he  placed  in 
box  number  one. 

That  box  number  one,  then  containing  thirty-six 
ballots  or  names,  shall  be  mixed,  and  immediately  a 
boy  under  ten  years  old  shall  draw  out  one  ballot  untiL 
the  names  of  twelve  members  of  congress  be  so  drawn, 
which  twelve  persons  shall  constitute  the  committee  of 
elections. 

That  said  committee  shall  thereupon  be  sworn  by 
the  speaker  to  bear,  investigate,  and  report  truly  all 
such  contested  elections  as  may  be  committed  to  their 
charge,  according  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  the  law  of  the  stale  in  which  the  contest 
may  or  shall  originate. 

That  said  committee  shall  immediately  retire  to  their 
committee  room  and  elect  their  own  chairman. 

That  in  case  of  a vacancy  in  said  cominitteee  by 
death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  such  vacancy  shall  be 
filled  by  drawing  one  or  more  names  from  box  number 
one,  until  the  committee  be  again  filled. 

Mr.  Thompson  submitted  the  following  joint  resolu- 
tion ; which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and 
committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the 
slate  of  the  union  viz  : 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  m congress  assembled, 
That  the  notes  of  sound  specie-paying  banks  shall 
hereafter  be  received  in  payment  of  the  dues  of  the 
government,  under  such  regulations  and  restrictions 
as.niay  be  prescribed  by  congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  public  funds  shall  hereafter  be 
deposited  with  banks  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the 
states  where  situated,  and,  where  none  suen  exist,  with 
such  incorporated  banks  as  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury may  select:  Provided,  Thar,  when  deposited  with 
private  incorporated  banks,  the  fluids  of  the  govern- 
ment are  not  to  be  used  in  the  discounts  or  other  busi- 
ness of  such  banks,  and  that  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury be  author.zed  to  contract  with  said  hanks,  for  a 
stipulated  compensation  for  the  sail -keeping,  transfer 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys. 

Mr.  Underwood .submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one  day  under 
the  rule,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  state,  on  the  report  which  may  he  made  to 
the  house  in  answer  to  the  resolution  adopted  on  the 
14th  day  of  January,  1839,  calling  for  “■  tire  amount  of 
money  expended  annually  by  each  administration  in  the 
government,  from  4th  of  March,  1789,  to  the  4th  of 
March  1837,  with  the  amount  of  puulic  money  lost  an- 
nually by  defalcations  of  public  officers,’’  &c.,  whether 
suits  have  been  instituted  against  the  several  defaulting 
debtors,  and  when  ; and  further,  that  he  inform  the 
house  when  the  defaulting  debtors  were  severally 
appointed  or  employed  in  the  public  service. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  that 
the  rules  in  relation  to  the  order  of  business  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  house  do  now  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
on  th?  31st  of  December  ultimo,  and  which  was 
laid  over  under  the  rule  ; which  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  said  resolution,  which  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretaries  of  the  state,  treasury, 
war,  and  navy,  and  the  postmaster  general,  he,  and 
they  are  hereby,  respectively  required  to  report  and 
communicate  to  this  house,  as  soon  as  practicable,  what 
were  the  expenses  of  their  respective  departments,  in- 
cluding every  item  of  expenditure,  in  the  year  commen- 
cing on  the  4ih  day  of  March,  1828,  and  ending  on  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1829,  and  so  on  for  each  successive 
year  up  to  to  the  4lh  of  March,  1838,  and  from  thence 
up  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1839,  placing  each  item  of 
expenditure  uuderits  proper  head  ; and  further,  to  report 
and  communicate  the  number  of  clerks  and  other  offi- 
cers, of  every  description  whatever,  belonging  to  their 
respective  departments,  with  the  salary  or  pay  of  each 
in  each  year,  separately,  commencing  on  the  4th  day 
of  Marc  h,  1828  and  so  on  for  each  successive  year  up 
to  the  4lh  day  of  March,  1338,  and  from  thence  up  to  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1839;  and  further,  to  report  how 
much  (ifany  thing)  has  been  allowed  as  extra  pay  to  any 
clerk  or  other  officer  of  their  respective  departments  at 
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Vny  time  within  the  foregoing  periods,  and  for  what  ser- 

ices  those  extra  allowances  were  made. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bencher  to  amend  the 
said  resolution  by  inserting  therein  the  words  “the 
clerk  of  the  house  ol  representatives  and  the  secre- 
tary oi  the  senate.” 

And,  pending  the  question  on  the  motion. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Sherrod 
Williams,  when  it  was  demanded  by  a majority  of 
the  members  present. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put,  viz  : Shall 
the  main  question  be  now  put?  And  passed  in  the 
negative. 

And  so  the  house  determined  that  the  main  ques- 
tion should  not  now  be  put,  and  the  resolution  lies 
over. 

Oit  motion  of  Mr.  Menefee, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  directed  to  communicate  to  this  house  a 
statement  of  the  sums  respectively  awarded,  under  the 
act  of  July  13,  1833,  for  carrying  into  effect  the  conven- 
tion with  France  of  July  4,  1831',  in  favor  of  persons 
from  whom  sums  of  money  were  due  to  the  United 
States;  the  amounts  to  which  they  were  respectively 
entitled,  under  the  ratable  proportions  provided  for  by 
said  act;  the  amounts  respectively  paid  to  them;  the 
amounts'  respectively  entered  to  their  credit  by  reason 
of  tiit?  deductions  provided  for  in  said  act;  why,  if  the 
fact  be  so,  said  persons  did  not  receive  the  full  benefit 
of  said  act,  either  by  payment  or  credits  on  their  debts 
to  the  United  States’;  whether  an  agent  was  employed 
by  the  treasury  department  to  ascertain  the  persons  thus 
indebted  ; and,  if  so,  who  he  was,  on  what  terms  em- 
ployed, and,  if  paid,  to  what  amount,  how.  and  by  what 
authority;  and  whether  all  the  facts  necessary  to  en- 
able the  secretary  to  make  said  deductions  did  not  pre- 
viously exist  on  the  files  of  his  department,  and  were  not 
actually  furnished  for  that  purpose  by  an  officer  thereof 
under  his  direction. 

Mr.  William  B.  Campbell  moved  (he  following 
resolution,  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table 
one  day,  under  the  rule  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretaries  ol  the  navy,  war,  state, 
and  treasury  departments,  be  respectively  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  house  what  per  centage  is  allowed 
disbursing  officers,  in  their  several  departments,  for  the 
disbursement  of  the  public  tnon.ey,  by  any  regulation  of 
the  department,  and  whether  any  officer  receiving  e 
salary  fixed  by  law,  has,  since  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1J2J.  been  allowed  a per  centage  as  compensation  for 
extra  services,  for  the  disbursement  of  the  public  money, 
the  name  of  such  officer  or  officers,  and  the  amount  so 
received  by  each,  and  that  they  be  respectively  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  house  copies  of  any  regulations 
which  may  have  been  made,  under  which  such  per  cen- 
tages  are  allowed  and  paid  ; and  that  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  be  directed  to  lay  before  this  house  any 
correspondence  upon  the  subject  of  the  money  retained 
by  William  Smuben  Smith,  late  a clerk  in  the  land 
office,  and  to  inform  this  house  what  were  the  said 
Smith’s  returns,  and  whether  the  amount  retained  in  his 
hands  exceeded  the  disbursements  he  was  required  to 
make,  or  whether  he  failed  to  make  the  disbursements 
required,  and  withheld  the  money,  refusing  to  apply  it 
as  directed  ; and  that  he  also  inform  this  house  when 
said  Smith  failed  or  refrtsed  to  pay  over  the  money  in 
his,  hands,  when  suit  was  instituted  against  him,  and 
when  he  resigned  his  office,  or  was  dismissed  from  the 
service. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crockett, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  in- 
structed to  communicate  to  this  house  the  amount  of 
money  already  expended  in  the  construction  of  the  new 
custom-house  at  New  York,  and  what  amount  is  esti- 
mated to  be  necessary  to  complete  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carter, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  house,  with  as  little  delay  as  possi- 
ble, what  progress  has  been  made  in  the  execution  of 
the  treaties  with  the  Chickasaw  Indians  of  the  20th  of 
October,  1832,  and  24th  of  May,  1834  ; what  amount 
of  funds  has  been  received  by  the  United  States  in  trust 
for  said  tribe  of  Indians,  arising  from  the  sale  of  their 
lands,  and  how  the  same  has  been  invested,  at  what 
time,  and  in  what  stocks,  and  the  name  of  the  agent  or 
agents  concerned  in  negotiating  all  such  investments; 
afso,  the  whole  amount  of  the  expense  incurred  in  the 
execution  of  said  treaties,  the  amount  ol  such  expense 
paid  by  the  government,  and  the  amount  paid  from  the 
sales  of  the  lands  by  said  Indians ; also,  the  name  of 
each  officer  or  agent  employed  in  the  execution  of  said 
treaties,  the  date  of  his  appointment,  the  namre  of  the 
service  of  each  of  them,  the  time  each  was  actually  em- 
ployed, as  nearly  as  may  be  ascertained,  the  rate  of  com- 
pensation, and  'the  aggregate  amount  paid  to  eacn. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  secretary  of  war  be  also  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  house  the  whole  number  of  the 
Choctaw  Indians  who  removed  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
under  the  superintendence  of  theUni'cd  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit 
creek,  183  , and  the  number  removed  in  each  year  since 
the  commencement  of  emigration;  also,  the  name  of 
each  officer  or  agent' employed  in  the  execution  of  the 
several  articles  of  said  treaty,  the  date  of  his  appoint- 
ment, the  nature  and  term  of  the  service  of  each,  the 
raie  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  compensation  of  each 
officer  or  agent  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1830,  entitled  “an  act  for  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  adjust  the  claims  to 


reservations  of  land,  under  the  14th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  1330,  w ith  the  Choctaw  Indians,”  and  the  act  of  tlx 
22d  of  February,  1833,  amending  the  same  ; also,  what 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  execution  of  the  objects 
of  said  acts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bell, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  inform  this  house  what  steps  have  been  taken  by 
the  department,  or  by  the  agent  or  solicitor  of  the  trea- 
sury, to  collect  the  balance  due,  or  claimed  to  be  due 
the  United  States  from  John  Brahan,  late  receiver  ol 
public  money  at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  or  from  his  legal 
representatives  ; and  that  he  communicate  copies  of  all 
the  correspondence,  and  other  papers  within  the  control 
of  the  department,  relative  to  said  claim. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Turney, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  communicate  to 
this  house  the  number  of  horses,  belonging  to  the  volun- 
teers in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales  in  Florida, 
which  were  turned  over  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
orders  under  or  by  which  they  were  so  turned  over,  and 
by  what  authority  said  orders  were  made ; that  he  also 
communicate  the  aggregate  value  of  said  horses  when 
mustered  into  service,  with  their  equipages,  and  also  the 
value  assessed  at  the  time  they  were  turned  over;  and 
that  he  communicate  the  cause  of  the  great  difference 
in  talue,  and  whether  it  was  not  owing  to  the  fact  that  a 
large  portion  of  said  horses  had  given  out,  and  were 
abandoned  from  want  of  forage.  That  he  also  commu- 
nicate the  number  of  claims  for  lost  horses  now'  on  file, 
the  number  that  have  been  paid,  and  the  number  yet  re- 
maining to  be  audited  and  paid,  and  the  reason  why 
they  have  not  been  paid  before  this  ; and  whether  the 
claims  of  the  volunteers  under  the  command  of  major 
Lauderdale  for  lost  horses  have  been  examined  by  the 
third  auditor,  and  the  causes  of  the  great  delay  ol  that 
officer  to  perform  this  service,  and  when  it  is  likely  he 
will  examine  and  adjust  said  claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cheatham, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  direct- 
ed to  communicate  to  this  house  a supplement  to  the 
tabular  statements  transmitted  by  him  on  the  4th  of 
January,  1836,  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the 
house  of  the  31st  December,  1835,  exhibiting  in  such 
supplement  a statement  of  the  sums  annually  paid,  un- 
der each  material  head  of  expenditure,  from  1834  to 
1339. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bond, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  house  the  dates  and  amounts  of 
the  official  bonds  of  the  collectors  and  naval  officers  at 
the  ports  of  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston,  to- 
gether with  the  names  of  the  securities  of  said  collectors 
and  naval  officers,  respectively. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leadbeller, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  o:i  the  judiciary  be  in- 
strucied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending 
the  law  in  relation  to  the  judiciary  as  to  require  an  in- 
terchange of  the  duties  of  circuit  and  district  judges  of 
the  United  Stares  courts,  in  all  cases  where  it  would  be 
improper  for  them  tosit  on  account  of  interest,  or  where 
parties  cannot  obtain  a fair  trial,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Goode, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands,  to 
whom  is.  now  committed  a resolution  instructing  them 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a bill  to  au- 
thorize the  state  of  Ohio  to  purchase  the  United  States 
alternate  sections  of  land  on  the  Miami  canal,  in  the 
state  of  Ohio,  and  the  United  Slates  alternate  sections 
of  land  on  so  much  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  as 
lies  within  the  state  of  Ohio  at  $2  50  per  acre,  be  here- 
by further  instructed  to  extend  their  inquiries  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  also  in  the  same  bill  for  the  re- 
ceding to  the  slate  of  Ohio  by  the  United  States  the 
right  it  now  has  to  navigate  said  canals  free  of  toll. 

Mr.  Rariden  moved  the  following  resolution  ; 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one  day,  un- 
der the  rule,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  tore- 
port  to  this  house  the  names  and  rank  of  the  officers  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States  who  have  been  employed 
since  July,  1834,  in  paying  Indian  annuities,  or  in 
making  payment  under  treaty  stipulation,  showing  the 
tribe  or  nations  to  whom  paid,  and  the  amount  paid  to 
each  tribe,  with  the  amount  paid  to  such  officers,  either 
as  salaries,  per  centage,  per  diem  pay,  mileage,  trans- 
portation or  subsistence. 

And,  also,  the  names  and  residence  of  each  indivi- 
dual employed  since  July,  1834,  in  the  transportation  of 
money,  ggods,  or  other  property  paid  to  the  Indians,  the 
amount  of,  and  what  property  transported,  the  amount 
paid  to  each  person  so  employed,  distinguishing  what 
was  paid  as  wages,  what  for  transportation,  mileage, 
subsistence,  or  per  centage,  and  how  long  each  person 
was  so  employed  jn  each  case,  and  for  what  tribe  or  na- 
tion. 

And,  also,  the  names  and  residence  of  each  individual 
employed  in  removing  the  Indians  .west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi since  1830,  exclusive  of  the  army,  together  witfithe 
compensation  paid  to  each,  how  long  each  was  employ- 
ed, and  in  what  capacity,  noting  what  was  paid  to  each 
as  salary,  what  as  per  diem  pay,  expenses  incurred,  or 
subsistence,  during  the  time  so  employed. 

And,  also,  to  report  the  names  and  residence  of  ali 
persons  employed  as  commissioners,  or  by  anytaher 
name,  since  1830,  to  investigate  claims  against  Indrafns. 
and  the  names. and  residence  of  the  persons  employed 
to  aid  such  commissioners,  whether  as  clerks,  secreta- 
ries, or  attorneys,  together  with  the  location  of  the  In- 
dians where  the  services  were  rendered,  the  amount  of 


claims  investigated,  the  time  employed,  and  the  amount 
■>f  compensation  paid  to  each,  whether  as  salary,  per 
diem  allowance,  expenses,  transportation,  subsistence, 
or  per  centage,  and  to  specify  under  what  laws  the  va- 
rious persons  before  named  have  been  appointed  to  the 
several  employs  and  paid. 

Mr.  Ewing  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one  day,  un- 
der the  rule,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  house  the  number,  and  places  of 
payment,  of  agents  now  authorized  to  satisfy  revolution- 
ary and  other  pensions,  declared  payable  in  the  state  of 
Indiana  ; the  compensation,  if  any,  to  which  said  agent 
or  agents  are,  or  claim  to  be,  entitled.  Also,  the  terms, 
if  known  at  the  department,  upon  which  the  slate  bank 
of  Indiana  would  agree  to  stipulate  to  make  ail  such 
payments,  through  the  instrumentality  of  her  branch 
banks,  with  all  such  additional  information  as  he  may 
possess,  and  deem  proper,  to  show  the  trouble,  loss,  and 
delay,  to  which  the  poor  pensioners,  payable  in  said 
state,  are  now  subjected,  by  reason  of  great  distance 
from  the  point  or  points  at  which  they  can  alone  re- 
ceive payment,  and  to  demonstrate  the  justice  and  ex- 
pediency of  providing  by  law  for  a more  suitable  and 
uniform  mode  of  making  all  such  payments  hereafter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yell, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  making  fur- 
ther provisions  for  the  claimants  to  military  bounty 
lands,  either  setting  apart  a portion  of  the  public  land, 
or  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  script  to  satisfy  all  such 
claims. 

Mr.  Downing,  delegate  from  Florida,  moved  the 
following  resolutions,  which  were  read,  and  laid  on 
the  table  one  day,  under  the  rule,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be,  and  he  here- 
by is,  instructed  to  communicate  to  this  house,  at  the 
earliest  day  practicable,  all  the  information  in  his  de- 
partment respecting  the  disposition  which  has  been 
made  of  such  negro  and  other  property  as  has  been 
captured  from  the  hostile  Indians  in  the  course  of  the 
present  war  in  Florida,  and  the  means  (if  any)  which 
were  adopted  to  ascertain  whether  any  portion  of  the 
propertyso  captured  belonged  to  or  was  claimed  by,  in- 
habitants of  Florida  ; and  whether  a fair  or  reasonable 
opportunity  was  afforded  to  said  inhabitants  to  prefer 
claims,  and  show  their  right  of  ownership  to  such  cap- 
tured property;  and  whether  all  negroes,  and  other  cap. 
tured  property,  owned  or  claimed  by  citizens  of  Florida, 
were  surrendered  to  the  owners  and  claimants,  or  so 
bestowed  as  to  secure  to  said  claimants  and  owneis  a 
proper  protection  of  their  rights  and  interests ; and  whe- 
ther or  not,  any  bargain  or  arrangement  was  made  by 
the  government,  or  its  officers,  with  the  Creek  Indians, 
or  others,  employed  to  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
against  the  Seminoles,  by  which  said  Creeks,  or  others, 
have  been  allowed,  either  by  themselves  or  agents,  to 
take  possession  of,  and  appropriate  to  their  own  use  and 
profit,  any  negroes,  or  other  captured  property  ; and,  if 
so,  to  what  extent  such  bargain  has  been  peimitled  to 
operate,  and  what  amount  of  negro  and  oilier  property 
lias,  under  its  provisions,  or  conditions,  been  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  said  Creeks,  or  others,  and  what  portion 
of  the  property,  so  placed,  is  owned  or  claimed  by  citi- 
zens ol  Florida. 

2.  Resolved.  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  also  instruct- 
ed to  ascertain  and  report  to  congress,  at  the  earliest  day 
practicable,  the  names  of  all  persons  (not  in  the  line  of 
the  regular  armjj  or  of  the  volunteers  or  militia)  who 
have  been,  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  in  Florida, 
impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  other- 
wise employed  as  guides,  interpreters,  or  pack  horse 
men ; and  what  portion,  if  any,  of  the  persons  so  em- 
ployed were  slaves,  owned  or  claimed  by  citizens  of 
Florida  ; at  wliat  rate  of  compensation  they  were  held 
in  service,  and  whether  such  rate  of  compensation  has 
been  paid  ; and,  if  so,  whether  it  was  paid  to  the  owners 
or  claimants  of  such  slaves  ; and,  if  not  paid  to  them, 
to  whom,  and  by  what  authority,  was  it  paid  to  persons 
other  than  such  owners  or  claimants  : And  heit  resolved. 
That  tho  secretary  of  war  be  further  instructed  to  fur- 
nish at  the  same  time  to  this  house  copies  of  all  such 
correspondence  as  may  have  taken  place  between  his 
department  and  the  officers  from  time  to  time  in  com- 
mand of  the  military  forces  engaged  in  the  war  in 
Florida  ; and  also,  all  such  as  may  have  occurred  be- 
tween his  department  and  any  of  the  citizens  of  Florida 
on  the  subject  of  negro  or  other  property  lost  by  them 
in  the  war,  and  especially  such  as  relates  to  property 
recaptured  from  hostile  Indians. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  some  execu- 
tive communications,  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  January  29.  Mr.  Briggs,  on  leave,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution,  which  was  agreed 
to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed  to 
comnnrtiicate  to  this  house,  on  the  earliest  convenient 
day  of  the  next  session,  the  distance  of  mail  routes  es- 
tablished by  law  in  the  whole  United  States,  and  the 
distance  in  each  state  and  territory,  the  number  of 
miles  the  mails  may  have  been  transported  in  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  in  each  of  said  states  and  territories, 
duringjhe  current  year,  the  average  cost  per  mile,  and 
the  aggregate  cost  on  the  same  ; the  amount  received 
for  postage  in  each  state  and  territory,  and  the  whole 
amount  paid  to  postmasters  for  their  services  during 
the  same  period. 

That  he  be  also  directed  to  report  the  whole  number 
of  letters  carried  in  the  mail  during  said  period  charged 
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with  posture,  designating  the 
nomination  of  postage,  and  the 
each  class,  the  amount  charged  on 
lets,  and  periodicals,  and  the  nuij 
carried  during  said  period. 

That  said  postmaster  general 
to  slate  what,  in  his  opinion,  wottli 
the  lesources  of  the  department  ol  e 
lowing  tariff  of  postages  on  letters,  v 

On  letters  carried  89  miles  and  under, 

80,  and  not  exceeding  200  miles,  10  cet 
and  not  exceeding  400  miles,  15  cents ; ovel 
20  ce  its.  And  to  state  whatever  other  tar 
rates  in  federal  money,  having  in  view  the 
duction  consistent  with  the  necessary  means  of 
partment,  if  any,  would,  in  his  opinion,  he 
than  tue  above. 

That  lie  also  state  what  alteration,  if  any,  may  be 
made  in  the  present  rates  of  postage  on  newspapers, 
pampalets,  and  periodicals,  so  as  to  promote  the  circu- 
lation of  information  without  detriment  to  the  revenue 
of  ihe  department. 

Tnatlie  report  a plan  for  putting  up  and  regulating 
boxes  m post  olR.es  in  large  towns. 

And  that  tie  also  be  directed  to  submit  a plan  for  re- 
gulating the  transmission  of  letters  between  this  and 
foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  reported  a bill  making  appropriations 
for  preventing  and.siippressing  Indian  hostilities  lor 
the  year  1339. 

Also,  a bill  to  repeal  the  proviso  to  the  second 
section  of  an  act,  approved  March  3,  1S37,  which 
authorized  the  secretary  ot  the  treasury  to  compro- 
mise the  ciaiins  of  the  United  States  against  certain 
banks. 

Also,  senate  bill,  supplementary  to  the  act  enti- 
tled '-an  act  to  establish  branches  of  the  mint  of  tile 
United  States,”  approved  March  3,  1335,  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  Everett,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  to  provide  for  the  location  and 
temporary  support  of  the  Seminole  Indians  removed 
from  Florida. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  moved  to  correct  an  error  in  a statement  of 
the  Indian  bureau,  appended  to  the  report  hereto- 
fore made  from  that  committee  on  the  state  of  the 
treasury. 

Mr.  Biddle  moved  to  recommit  the  whole  report, 
with  instructions  to  correct  any  errors  that  may  be 
found  to  exist  therein,;  but  after  a few  remarks  from 
Mr.  K.  and  Messrs.  Cambreleng  and  Pickens,  be- 
fore the  question  was  taken,  the  hou*e  passed  to  the 
orders  of  the  day. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  committee  ol  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Banks,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
appropriation  bills  generally. 

Tile  committee  took  up  Ihe  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  payment  of  revolutionary  and  other 
pensioners  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1839, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  reported  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations lor  the  protection  of  the  northern  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States,  and  after  a brief  conversa- 
tion between  Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Bell,  Fillmore, 
and  R.  Garland,  it  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported 
without  amendment.  [The  amount  of  money  ap- 
propriated is  $500,000.] 

The  committee  took  up  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  sti- 
pulations with  the  various  Indian  tribes,  tor  the 
year  1339. 

Some  additional  items  were  inserted,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  aQd,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rice  Gar- 
land, the  allowances  for  clerks  for  the  superinten- 
dents of  Wisconsin  and  the  Western  territory,  were 
stricken  out.  The  bill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  re- 
ported. 

The  naval  service  bill  for  1839,  was  then  taken 
up,  and  being  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng, by  increasing  the  appropriation  for  miscella- 
neous items  from  $360, 000  to  $460,000,  it  was  laid 
aside  to  be  reported  to  the  house. 

Ttie  army  service  bill  for  1339  was  next  consid- 
ered. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  inquired  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  why 
the  item  “ for  the  national  armories”  had  been  re- 
duced to  $300,000,  instead  of  being  kept  at  $360- 
000,  as  heretofore  ? 

idr.  Cambreleng  replied  that  reductions  had 
made  in  every  item  not  fixed  by  law,  to  m 
exigencies  of  the  treasury,  and  this  among  t 
If,  however,  the  gentleman  from  Mass 
would  consent  to  make  a corresponds 
in  the  permanent  annual  appropriation 
for  arming  the  militia,  he  had  no  obj 
storing  the  amount  for  arsenals  to  wh 
heretofore. 


Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  had  found,  on  inquiry  at  thp 
department,  that  the  arms  for  Ihe  militia  were  all 
inanulactured  under  private  contracts.  II  any  re- 
duction was  to  be  made  in  tliis  appropriation,  ii 
must  be  elfected  in  a separate  bill ; lor  a permanent 
law  could  not  be  repealed  by  an  appropriation  bill. 
Tile  armories  were  now  well  supplied  with  skilful 
hands,  long  trained  to  the  business,  and  who  hau 
acquired  great  skill  in  their  employment.  The  re- 
duction proposed  by  the  committee  would  cut  oil 
bile-sixth  of  their  number,  and  turn  them  and  ttieir 
families  on  the  worid.  It  was  the  worst  and 
most  short-sighted  policy  to  throw  away  a mass  of 
trained  skill  in  a difficult  branch  of  art  to  meet  a 
merely  temporary  pressure  on  the  treasury.  He 
forbore  to  make  any  specific  motion,  hoping  the 
chairman  would  himself  see  tile  propiiety  ol  keep- 
ing up  the  appropriation  lo  its  former  standard. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  not  signifying  assent  to  this  sug- 
gestion, 

Mr.  Masoti,  of  Virginia,  movpd  to  amend  the  item 
by  adding  $60,000.  He  supported  the  motion  by  a 
speech,  in  which,  after  urging  similar  reasons  to 
those  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
he  quoted  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in 
which  that  officer  said,  that  if  any  reduction  should 
be  made  in  the  appropriation  for  armories,  it  would 
curtail  the  operation  of  those  institutions,  and 
greatly  retard  the  supply  of  necessary  arms,  ike. 
He  also  suggested  that  the  skill  thus  banished  from 
our  own  establishments  might  seek  employment 
abroad. 

Mr.  Lincoln  warmly  protested  against  the  idpa  of 
reducing  the  appropriation  tor  the  arming  of  the 
militia.  He  stated  that  the  militia  were  not,  as 
matters  now  stood,  one-twentieth  part  supplied 
with  necessary  arin«,  and  the  amount  ought  rattier 
to  be  augmented  than  diminished.  The  arming  of 
ttie  militia  was  a trust  confided  by  the  constitution 
exclusively  to  congress.  And  though  the  arms 
were  furnished  from  private  factories,  that  was  no 
reason  it  would  be  politic  to  reduce  the  appropria- 
tion, for  skill  in  those  establishments  was  as  valu- 
able to  the  country  at  large  as  if  it  existed  in  the 
public  armories.  All  the  mechanics  of  the  country 
acquainted  with  this  branch  of  work  could  not,  in 
ca.-e  of  an  emergency,  suppy  the  militia  with  arms 
for  a single  month. 

The  amendment  was  further  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Pratt,  IV.  C.  Johnson,  and  Mercer,  and  slrongly 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Pelrikin  and  Lewis  Williams, 
but  on  putting  the  question,  no  quorum  voted  after 
repeated  divisions,  and  thereupon  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  30.  The  Speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a letter  from  the  hon.  Mr.  Hub’ey,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, resigning  his  seat  as  a member  of  the  26th 
congress,  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  from  the  committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  reported  a bill  providing  for  making  free 
of  toll  the  bridges  over  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Po- 
tomac river. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Haynes,  the  house  resolved  it- 
selt  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union  (Mr.  Adams  in  the  chair)  on  the  reference  of 
the  president’s  message. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates 
to  the  questions  arising  out  of  the  mandamus  issued  by 
the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  at  ihe  re- 
lation of  Stockton  and  Stokes,  against  the  postmaster 
general,  be  referred  to  die  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Crary  addressed  the  committee  for  two  hours, 
in  reply  to  the  remarks  heretofore  made  by  Mr.  Bell, 
and  in  a general  defence  of  the  principles  of  the  past 
and  present  administrations. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  followed  in  vindication 
of  the  course  of  the  conservative  party',  and  in  re- 
crimination on  those  who  had  accused  them  of 
treachery'  lo  the  administration. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  thought  that  some  of  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Clark,  about  an  alliance  between  the 
conservatives  and  wliigs,  required  explanation  and 
disclaimer  on  his  part. 

Mr.  Clark  said  that  his  remarks  had.  referred  chief- 
ly to  the  state  of  things  in  New  York. 

Mr.  Mason  said  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  that: 
but  went  on  to  disclaim  all  alliance  with  the  whig 
parly,  to  whose  leading  doctrines  he  was  utterly'  op- 
rosed  : and  added,  that  should  they  ever  coine  into 
er,  he  should  immediately  be  in  Iheopposition:  be 
d and  acted  with  them  solely  in  relation  to  the 
_ nment  projects  of  finance, 
r.  Waddy  Thompson  obtained  the  floor,  and  on 
hie^notion  ttie  committee  rose. 

be  house  then  went  into  committee,  (Mr.  Banks 

the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  Everett  called  up  the  bill  appropriating  .$!(),- 
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009  towards  the  expenses  of  providing  a location 
lor  the  Seminole  Indians  when  removed,  which  was 
agreed  to  without  amendment,  and  laid  aside  to  be 
reported. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bills  for 
the  pay  of  revolutionary  pensioners  ; lor  the  location 
and  temporary  support  of  the  Seirnnoles  ; for  the  pro- 
tection ol  the  not  them  frontier  ; and  the  naval  ap- 
propriation bill  ; which  were  sevei ally  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  hill  giving  the  assent  of  congress  to  the  act 
of  Virginia  incorporating  the  Falmouth  and  Alex- 
andria rail  road  company,  and  permitting  its  road 
to  pass  into  the  District,  was  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

Aiso,  a lull  repealing  the  second  section  of  an  act 
extending  the  time  for  the  location  of  Virginia  mili- 
tary land  warrants. 

Sundry  executive  messages  were  received  and 
referred,  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  January  31.  Mr.  Everett,  from  the 
committee  on  Indian  allairs,  reported  a joint  reso- 
lution relating  to  the  awards  by  commissioners  un- 
der the  Chociaw  treaty,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a third  time  to-morrow. 

Ineffectual  etforis  were  made  by  Messrs.  Cham- 
bers, Naylor,  Davies,  Kennedy  and  Rariden,  to  call 
up  resolutions  heretofore  offered  by  them.  [Details 
in  the  next  “Keister.”] 

Mr.  Lincoln  laid  before  the  house  a commuication 
from  the  postmaster  general  to  the  committee  on 
the  public  buildings  and  grounds,  setting  forth  the 
danger  to  which  the  hooks  and  papers  of  the  post 
office  department  are  exposed  by  reason  of  the 
combustible  nature  of  the  building  now  occupied 
by  the  said  department,  arid  suggesting  ihe  neces- 
sity of  providing  permanent  fire-pioof  buildings  for 
the  use  of  the  department;  which  communication 
was  accompanied  by  estimates  of  the  cost  of  suit- 
able buildings. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Ewing  laid  before  the  house 
certain  joint  resolutions  ol  the  legislature oflndiana, 
which,  on  his  motion,  were  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  relations,  and  oidered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Mercer  asked  leave  to  introduce  a resolution 
calling  on  the  war  department  for  information  as  to 
ttie  amount  of  money  annually  expended  on  inter- 
nal improvements,  &c. 

Objections  having  been  made, 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  moved  a suspension  of  the 
rule;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Kennedy  [on  leave)  presented  certain  joint 
resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Maryland  ; which, 
on  his  morion,  were  referred  to  the  committee  on 
roads  and  canals,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Herod,  on  leave,  presented  certain  joint  reso- 
lutions from  the  legislature  of  Indiana,  which,  on 
motion,  were  referred  lo  the  committee  on  roads, 
and  canals,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  appropriation  bills  were  read  a 
third  rime,  and  passed  : 

A bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of 
revolutionaiy  and  other  pensioners  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1839. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  removal 
and  temporary  subsistence  of' the  Seminole  Indians 
removed  from  Florida. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department,  for  the  payment 
of  Indian  annuities,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipula- 
tions with  the  \arious  Indian  tribes  for  the  year 
1S39. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  navy,  for  the  year  1839. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  then 
went  into  committee  on  the  union,  Mr.  Banks  in 
tile  chair,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
army  service  bill,  for  1839;  the  pending  question 
being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mason,  of  Va.,  to  increase 
the  sum  for  national  armories  from  $300,000  to 
$360,000. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson,  briefly  but  warmly  advo- 
cated the  amendment. 

Mr.  Murray,  of  Kentucky,  then  obtained  the 
floor,  and  went  at  large  into  a general  political 
speech  in  defence  of  the  administration  against  the 
charge  of  extravagance.  He  reviewed  the  several 
heads  of  increased  expenditures,  and  went  into  sta- 
tistical and  documentary  statements  to  show’  that 
the  administration  were  rather  entitled  to  the  praise 
of  economy  than  to  be  accused  of  a wasteful  expen- 
diture of  the  public  money.  He  continued  to  speak 
rill  lights  were  brought  into  the  hall.  When,  hav- 
ing concluded  his  remarks,  he  was  followed  by 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  who  moved  for 
the  rising  of  the  committee,  and  has  the  floor  when 
it  shall  sit  again. 

The  committee  thereupon  rose  and  reported; 
and  the  house,  after  receiving  sundry  executive 
communications,  at  a little  before  six  o’clock,  ad- 
journed. 
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Friday’s  proceedings. 

In  the  senate,  a number  of  private  bills  were  act- 
ed on,  and  the  “bill  to  aliow  a drawback  on  im- 
ported hemp  when  manufactured  into  hemp  and 
exported,”  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Benton  opposed  tile  bill  first  on  the  ground 
that  drawback  ought  not  to  be  allowed  merely  on 
account  of  a change  of  form,  and  secondly,  because 
it  would  interfere  with  our  own  staple.  It  was  also 
opposed  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Knight,  Hubbard,  Clay,  of  Ely.,  and  Wright,  when  it 
was  ordered  toa  third  reading  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Cuth- 
bert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Knight,  Linn,  McKean,  Mer- 
rick, Morris,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Roane, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connec- 
ticut, Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Wall,  Web- 
ster, White,  Williams,  of  Maine,  Wright,  Young — 29. 

NAYS — Messrs  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  King,  Lumpkin,  Strange,  Williams, 
of  Mississippi — 9. 

After  a short  execntive  session  and  the  reference 
of  some  executive  communications,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  Mr.  Chambers 
called  up  the  following  resolution,  submitted  by 
Mr.  Naylor  on  Monday  last : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  directed 
to  furnish  this  house  with  copies  of  the  charges  of  in- 
human, unolficer-Iike,  ungendemanly,  and  infamous, 
conduct,  preferred  by  Charles  E.  Barton,  a passed  mid- 
shipman of  the  United  States  navy,  against  captain 
Jesse  D.  Elliott,  whilst  in  command  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean squadron,  together  with  all  communications  in  re- 
lation to  said  conduct  of  said  captain  Elliott,  and  to 
said  charges,  on  file  in  the  navy  department,  and  to 
communicate  the  reasons,  if  any,  why  the  said  Elliott 
has  not  been  ordered  to  be  tried  upon  said  charges. 

Mr.  Ingham  hail  voled  yesterday  against  taking  up 
the  resolution,  not  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  call 
for  the  information,  but  simply  on  account  of  the  ob- 
jectionable epithets  in  it.  It  the  mover  would  strike 
out  these,  Mr.  I.  would  not  interpose  any  objection. 

The  res  dution  having  been  taken  up,  Mr.  Naylor, 
explaining  that  the  language  was  not  his,  but  a mere 
recital  ol  the  charge,  modified  it  by  striking  there- 
from the  words  “ inhuman,  unofficei like,  ungentle- 
manly,  and  infamous  conduct,”  and,  so  amended, 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pe trikin,  the  rules  having  been  suspended  for 
the  purpose,  oifered  the  following  joint  resolution  : 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  That 
the  secretary  of  stare  of  the  United  Smtes  he  authorized 
and  directed  to  deliver  to  the  secretary  of  the  senate  40 
copies,  and  to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives 
363  copies,  (in  addition  to  the  number  which  he  is  now 
authorized  to  deliver  to  those  officers,)  of  the  firstvolume 
of  the  fourth  series,  now  published,  of  the  “ Documen- 
tary History  of  the  American  Revolution,’’  published  by 
Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force;  and  that  he  deliver  a like 
number  of  copies  to  each  of  those  officers  of  every  suc- 
ceeding volume  of  that  work,  as  soon  as  may  he  after 
the  same  shall  have  been  delivered  to  him  by  the  pub- 
lishers. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the 
senate  and  clerk  of  the  house  ol  representatives  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  directed,  of  the  copies  so  furnished,  to 
-distribute  one  to  each  member  of  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives,  and  to  each  territorial  delegate  of  the 
twenty-third,  twenty-fourth,  and  twenty-fifth  congresses, 
who  are  not  entitled  to  receive  the  same  under  some 
former  act  or  resolution  of  congress. 

The  resolution  having  been  twice  read — 

Air.  Cambrelcng  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  striking  therefrom  so  much  as  related  to  the  suc- 
ceeding volumes. 

Mr.  Adams  remarked  that  if  Mr.  C.’s  motion  pre- 
vailed, it  must  be  followed  by  another  to  repeal  the 
lavv  by  which  the  contract  was  entered  into. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  rejoined  that  such  was  his  ob- 
ject; at  the  same  time  he  wished  that  Clarke  and 
Force  should  be  compensated  for  any  damages  they 
might  sustain. 

Mr.  Biddle  wanted  an  opportunity  of  looking  far- 
ther into  the  subject,  and  therefore  he  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  but  withdrew  it  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Thomas,  who  moved  to  refer  it  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  Pope  briefly  advocated  Mr.  Cambreleng’s 
amendment. 

Mr.  S.  Williams  moved  to  amend  the  motion  to 
commit  by  adding  thereto  the  following  instructions: 

“ With  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  power  of 
congress  to  repeal  the  law  under  which  the  work  is 
authorized  and  contracted  to  be  published,  and  if, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  congress  has  the 
power  to  repeal  the  law,  to  report  a bill  lor  that 
purpose,  first  malting  a fair  compensation  to  the  un- 
dertakers of  the  work  for  their  loss  in  the  govern- 
ment not  complying  with  i‘s  engagement  and  con- 
tract; and  if  congress  has  not  the  power  to  repeal 
the  law,  to  direct  that  the  work  shall  be  otherwise 
disposed  of,  instead  of  giving  the  same  to  members 
of  congress.” 


Mr.  Loomis  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  striking 
therefrom  so  much  as  instructs  the  committee  to  di- 
rect that  the  work  shall  be  otherwise  disposed  ol 
than  to  members  of  congress. 

Mr.  Petrilcin  demanded  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  ayes  93,  noes  54. 

And  the  main  question  being  on  ordering  the  joint 
resolution  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading, 

Mr.  Cambreleng  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  main  question,  which  were  ordered  " 
and  being  taken,  were,  yeas  76,  nays  98,  as  follow 

YEAS — Messrs,  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Alle 
John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Aycrigtr,  Beer! 
Bicknell,  Borden,  Broadhead,  Bronson,  John  Calhoon 
Chambers,  Clark,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Darlington,  Da 
vee,  Davies,  Evans,  Rice  Garland,  Giddings,  William 
Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Hall,  Hal- 
stead, Hawes,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Henry  John- 
son, William  Cost  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Klimrensmith, 
Logan,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Martin,  May,  Max- 
well, Robert  McClellan,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Morgan, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Murray,  Noyes, 
Paynter,  Peck,  Petrikin,  Pratt,  John  PI.  Prentiss, 
SergeantS  Prentiss,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Reed,  Ridg- 
way,  Edward  Robinson,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Charles 
Shepard,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stuart,  Stone, 
Tillingbasi,  Toland,  Vail,  Albert  S.  White,  John 
White,  and  Word — 76. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Banks,  Bell,  Biddle, 
Bird  sail.  Bond,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Wil- 
liam B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Cleaveland,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crockett,  Cushman, 
Deberry,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Ewing,  Farrington,  Fry, 
James  Garland,  Goode,  James  Graham,  Graves, 
Griffin,  Hammond,  Plarrison,  Harper,  Haynes,  Henry, 
Herod,  Howard,  William  H.  Hunter,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim, 
Kemble,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lyon,  Jas.  M. 
Mason,  Maury,  McKay,  Abraham  McClellan,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Menefee,  Miller,  Montgomery.  Moore,  Nay- 
lor, Noble,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Potts, 
Randolph,  Reily,  Richardson,  Rives,  John  Robert- 
son, Shefter,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Slade, 
Stanly,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Thompson,  Titus.  Toucey,  Towns,  Tumey,  Vander- 
veer,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Wbirtlesev,  Lewis 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell  and 
Yorke — 98. 

So  the  house  determined  that  the  main  question 
be  now  put ; the  subject  was  theieby  removed  from 
before  the  house  for  this  day. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  devoted  to  the 
consideration  of  such  private  hills  as  gave  rise  to 
no  debate;  upwards  of  one  hundred  of  which  were 
considered  in  committee,  and  afterwards  ordered  to 
a third  reading. 

Sundry  executive  communications  having  been 
disposed  of,  the  house  adjourned. 


Siarket.  Money  matters 
’’easier  in  New  York  than  for 
: money  is  now  said  to  be  plenti- 
paper  is  scarce,  and  is  readily 
jsts  at  6 per  cent,  per  annum, 
'subject  to  an  instant  call,  is  loan- 
's per  cent. 

domestic  exchange  between  New 
[daces,  are  thus  quoted  in  the  Ex- 
it urd ay  : 


adelphia, 
limore, 
flchroond. 
Charleston,  - 
Cincinnati, 
Angfista, 
Savannah, 
Mobile, 

New  Orleans, 
Nashville, 
Natchez, 
Louisville, 

St.  Louis, 
Detroit, 


par  a £ 
par  a J 
fa  j 
l a I 
1$  a 1 

2 j a 3 
lj>  a 2 

a 2 
Ij  a 2 

i a 

4 a 5 
4j  a 5 
24  a 3 

3 a4 

4 a 5 


Destructive  fires.  A most  destructive  fire 
broke  out  in  the  iron  foundry  of  Haskell  and  Tur- 
ner, in  Haverhill  street,  Boston,  on  Friday  morn- 
ing the  25th  ultimo,  the  thermometer  at  the  time 
being  nine  degrees  below  zero,  and  the  wind  very 
high.  The  fire  soon  enveloped  the  building  in  which 
it  originated,  and  the  flames  were  driven  with  great 
fury  upon  the  buildings  adjoining,  which  were 
mostly  of  wood,  and  extended  to  Market  street, 
Beverly  street,  Charleston  street,  Cooper  street,  and 
Endicott  street,  and  destroyed  an  amount  of  proper- 
ty in  buildings  and  materials  estimated  at  $'60,000, 
chiefly  owned  by  mechanics,  a small  amount  of 
which  only  was  insured. 

The  Catholic  church  was  in  imminent  danger  for 
some  time.  It  was  on  fire  repeatedly  in  various  pla- 
ces, but  by  the  well  directed  efforts  of  those  inside, 
and  the  teaiingdown  of  sheds  around  it,  the  fire  was 
checked,  and  the  building  not  materially  damaged. 

The  Boston  Mercantile  Journal  states  that  by 
this  fire  several  hundred  mechanics  have  been 
thrown  out  of  employment,  and  suggests  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  immediately  lor  their  relief. 

The  light  of  the  fire  was  seen  very  distinctly  at 
Salem,  and  the  engine  companies  were  seated  in 
the  cars  ready  to  proceed  to  the  scene  of  action, 
when  the  train  arrived  from  Boston  with  informa- 
tion that  the  fire  was  subsiding. 

At  Taunton,  Mass,  the  Whittenton  factory,  own- 
ed by  J.  K.  Mills  of  Boston,  was  entirely  destroyed 
by  fire  yesterday  morning,  with  all  the  machinery 
except  a few  looms  in  the  basement  which  were 
takpn  out.  Loss  estimated  at  $20,000  to  30,000. 

The  woollen  factory  occupied  by  Mr.  Dearev, 
on  the  Schuylkill  river,  a short  distance  below  — ” 
Mount,  Philadelphia,  was  destroyed  by  fir 
unlay  morning.  The  whole  loss  is  esti 
$15,000,  ol'  which  only  $3,600  is  covered 
surance.  The  fire  is  said  to  have  comm 
from  the  steam  engine  used  for  tile  establish 

A fire  occurred  at  Elizabeth  city,  N.  C.  o 
20th  instant,  which  destroyed  property  to 
amount  of  twelve  thousand  dollars. 


Philadelphia  money  market.  The  money  and  stock 
markets  have  exhibited  a decided  improvement. 
The  former  has  been  easier,  and  tile  iatler  charac- 
terized by  considerable  activity  as  well  as  an  advance 
of  prices.  The  moment  money  becomes  abundant, 
and  we  predict  that  it  will  so  become  in  the  course 
of  a few  months  or  even  earlier,  stocks  will  also  im- 
prove— for  the  present  prices  cannot  but  be  consi- 
dered unusually  low,  if  we  except  one  or  two  de- 
scriptions. It  is  a long  time  since  we  have  had  any- 
thing like  an  extraordinary  impulse  in  the  market, 
and  it  is  perhaps  well  that  this  condition  of  caution 
should  continue,  although  it  may  be  observed,  that 
nothing  is  calculated  to  show  a sounder  state  of  pub- 
lic opinion,  or  a stronger  dependence  upon  the  sta- 
bility of  our  government  and  the  maintenance  of  pub- 
lic credit,  than  fair  prices  for  our  substantial  stocks. 

IBicknell's  Reporter. 

Maine.  The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  of  Mon- 
day, states,  that  on  the  Wednesday  previous,  a con- 
fidential message  from  the  governor  was  sent  to 
the  house  of  representatives  of  Maine,  upon  which 
a secret  session  was  held,  followed  by  another  in 
the  senate-  A correspondent  of  the  Advertiser 
states  the  following  as  the  conjectures  that  were 
afloat,  as  to  the  nature  of  tile  message. 

“The  first  was  that  it  might  be  an  application  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  for  the  grant  of 
some  authority  from  the  legislature  of  Maine  to 
negotiate  for  a new  boundary — the  second,  and 
more  probable  is,  that  an  authority  has  been  asked 
from  the  legislature,  to  employ  a sufficient  force  to 
seize  the  tresspassers  on  the  public  lands,  in  the 
disputed  territory,  together  with  their  plunder,  and 
to  secure  them  for  trial — it  being  reported  that  there 
are  more  than  a hundred  teams  employed  in  carry- 
ing off  timber,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  both 
Maine  and  New  Brunswick.” 

France  and  Mexico.  The  French  brig  The- 
rese  Louise,  arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  the  17th 
from  Vera  Cruz,  having  or  board  106  French  pas- 
sengers, late  residents  of  that  ciljf.  She  sailed  on 
the  4th  instant,  when  an  English  squadron,  con- 
sisting of  2 ships  of  the  line,  4 frigates,  and  cor- 
vettes and  brigs,  were  lying  at  Vera  Cruz  and  Sacri- 
ficios. 

A letter  of  the  4th  inst.  from  Yera  Cruz,  states 
that  a Spanish  ship  and  brig  from  Havana,  had  ar- 
rived and  were  ordered  out  of  port.  On  their  way 
to  Saerificios  they  got  ashore  and  were  lost.  Se- 
veral vessels  from  New  Oilcans  had  arrived  ; at  Sa- 
crificios  there  were  14  English  vessels  of  war  at 
anchor,  and  the  English  and  French  admirals  were 
said  to  be  on  the  best  of  terms. 

It  was  feared  that  the  vessels  from  New  Orleans 
and  Havana,  at  Vera  Cruz,  would  be  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  returning,  as  they  were  riot  permitted  to 
land  their  cargoes  either  by  the  Mexican  authori- 
ties, or  the  French.  The  whole  country  is  repre- 
sented as  in  the  worst  condition. 

In  reference  to  the  objects  of  the  British  fleet 
which  has  appeared  at  Vera  Cruz,  the  Louisianian 
of  the  19th  says  : 

“ It  is  ascertained  that  the  greatest  harmony  ex- 
ists between  the  English  and  French  squadrons, 
from  attempting  to  hinder  (he  French  from 
ning  satisfaction  from  the  Mexicans,  the  Eng- 
eet  and  ttie  diplomatic  agents  of  England 
triving  to  obviate  the  objections  of  the  IVlexi- 
vernment  to  render  justice  to  the  demands  of 
We  have  reason  to  expect  that  the  rup- 
en  the  two  last  named  powers  will  be 
' amicably  arranged.” 
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$3-  Both  branches  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia 
have  designated  the  15th  of  Feb.  inst.  as  the  day  for 
going  into  an  election  of  senator  for  congress. 

0CJ-At  a caucus  of  the  whig  members  of  the  legis- 
lature of  New  York,  held  on  the  evening  of  Thurs- 
day the  31st  ultimo,  to  nominate  a candidate  for  the 
senate  of  the  United  States  and  state  officers,  the 
following  individuals  were  selected  as  candidates  : 

For  the  United  States  senate,  Nathaniel  P.  Tall- 
madge  ; for  secretary  of  state,  John  C.  Spencer ; for 
comptroller,  Bates  Cook  ,•  for  state  treasurer,  Jacob 
Haight;  for  attorney  general,  Willis  Hall ; for  com- 
missary general,  Adomram  Chandler. 

The  following  was  the  vote  on  the  nomination  of 


Mr.  Tallmadge : 

Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadge,  76 

Francis  Granger,  4 

Albert  H.  Tracy,  6 

Willis  Hall,  3 

Blank  1 


flCj-It  is  stated  in  the  Lexington  Observer  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  that  on  the  29th  the  lower  house  of  the 
Kentucky  legislature  rejected  the  South  Carolina 
railroad  bank  bill  by  a vote  of  4S  to  52. 

$3-  Our  esteemed  friend,  Edgar  Snowden,  esq., 
editor  of  the  Alexandria  (D.  C.)  Gazette,  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Alexandria  Canal  Compa- 
ny. This  is  an  excellent  appointment,  and  reflects 
great  credit  upon  the  stockholders.  The  “Penn- 
sylvanian,’* on  noticing  it,  thus  speaks  of  the  “Ga- 
zette,” which  is,  indeed,  not  only  one  of  the  most 
liberal  and  gentlemanly  “ newspapers  in  the  union,” 
but  edited  with  a degree  of  tact  and  talent  not  less 
creditable  to  the  estimable  editor. 

From  the  Pennsylvanian. 

The  Alexandria  Gazette,  though  we  like  not  its 
politics,  is  one  of  the  most  liberal  and  gentlemanly 
newspapers  of  the  union,  and  if  its  editor  manages 
the  canal  company’s  affairs,  as  well  as  he  does  the 
Gazette,  the  said  company  will  have  reason  to  be 
pleased  with  their  choice. 

(tC^-Tiie  steamship  Liverpool  was  advertised  to  sail 
from  Liverpool  on  the  10th  of  January.  She  did  not, 
probably,  sail  on  that  day,  as  she  has  not  yet  arrived 
at  New  York.  The  Great  Western  was  advertised 
to  leave  Bristol  on  the  19th  ultimo. 

Pennsylvania.  In  the  case  of  George  Smith, 
appointed  recorder  of  deeds  by  governor  Porter, 
against  colonel  John  Swift,  claiming  to  hold  that 
office  under  governor  Ritner’s  appointment  by  virtue 
of  the  new  constitution,  the  supreme  court  have 
decided  in  favor  of  Mr.  Smith. 

[ Phila . U.  S.  Gazette. 

The  senate  of  Pennsylvania  on  Saturday  last  pass- 
ed a bill,  which  had  previously  passed  the  house, 
making  the  following  appropriations  for  state  works  : 


North  Branch  canal,  $230,000 

Erie  Extension,  250,000 

Repairs,  300,000 

Repairs  of  the  Juniata  division,  380,000 

West  Branch,  50,000 

Winconisco,  40,000 

To  avoid  Columbia  plane,  30,000 


$1,280,000 

The  bill  provides  that  the  work  on  the  West 
Branch  is  to  be  discontinued  from  and  after  the  first 
of  March  next.  No  provision,  it  will  be  seen,  is 
made  for  the  Gettysburg  railroad,  the  further  con- 
struction of  which  is  to  be  discontinued. 

James  Clark,  of  Indiana,  Edward  B.  Hubley,  (re- 
cently a member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States,)  of  Schuylkill,  and  William  F. 
Packer,  of  Lycoming,  have  been  appointed  by  gov. 
Porter,  canal  commissioners  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
will  constitute  the  board.  The  appointment  of 
Thomas  S.  Bell,  of  Chester,  as  a member  of  the 
board,  had  been  tendered  by  the  executive,  but  had 
been  declined  by  Mr.  Bell,  on  account  of  his  exten- 
sive professional  engagements. 

Philadelphia  railroad.  We  learn  from  the 
Baltimore  “American”  of  yesterday,  that  the  da- 
mage done  to  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington,  and 
Baltimore  railroad,  by  the  late  freshet,  having  been 
already  so  far  repaired  as  to  admit  the  passage  of 
Vol.  V.  Sig.  24. 


the  cars  over  the  whole  route  from  city  to  city,  the 
train  w'ith  the  mail  and  passengers  arrived  in  Balti- 
more on  Thursday  before  four  o’clock,  P.  M.  The 
transportation  of  merchandise  by  the  burden  trains, 
which,  from  the  same  cause  had  been  interrupted, 
has  also  been  resumed. 

During  the  last  week  the  navigation  of  the  Dela- 
ware was  so  much  impeded  by  the  ice,  that  even 
the  steamboats  could  not  make  their  way  between 
Philadelphia  and  Wilmington  with  any  certainty. 
The  steamboat  Hornet,  on  her  way  up  from  Wil- 
mington on  Friday  the  1st  inst.,  with  the  mail  and 
a number  of  passengers  from  Baltimore,  stuck  fast 
in  the  ice,  when  the  ice  boat  from  Philadelphia  was 
despatched  for  her  relief,  and  succeeded  in  extrica- 
ting her  after  much  difficulty. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Baltimore  Patriot  that  the  Bal- 
timore and  Philadelphia  railroad  company  have 
purchased  the  stock  of  the  Citizens’  Union  Line  of 
steamboats.  The  terms  of  the  sale  are,  that  the 
railroad  company  gives  one  share  of  its  stock,  the 
par  value  of  which  is  fifty  dollars,  and  five  dollars, 
in  cash,  for  two  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  steam- 
boat company,  the  par  value  ofwhich  is  twenty- five 
dollars.  Inconsequence  ofthis  purchase,  the  rail- 
road company  will  commence  running  as  soon  as 
the  navigation  opens,  a steamboat  line  leaving  Bal- 
timore every  morning  at  six  o’clock  ; and  two 
trains  of  cars — one  leaving  at  half  past  nine  o’clock 
A.  M.  and  the  other  after  the  arrival  of  the  evening 
train  of  cars  from  Washington. 

Commodores  Porter  and  Elliott.  A re- 
port has  been  circulated  in  reference  to  the  above 
gentlemen,  to  the  following  effect:  “A  few  days 
since  commodore  Elliott  followed  commodore  Por- 
ter to  the  Baltimore  railroad  depot  to  see  the  vete- 
ran off.  After  commodore  Porter  had  taken  his 
seat,  commodore  Elliott  approached  him  and  offer- 
ed him  the  civilities  of  the  day  and  his  hand.  Sir, 
said  commodore  Porter,  I do  not  and  cannot  recog- 
nize you.  The  charges  that  are  now  hanging  over 
you,  and  which  you  seek  to  evade,  are  of  too  seri- 
ous a caste  to  be  trifled  with,  and  until  they  are  in- 
vestigated, I can  not  know  you.  I am,  sir,  a friend 
of  the  navy  of  the  United  states,  though  not  now  in 
commission,  and  I have  sons  in  that  navy.  The  re- 
spect which  I entertain  for  the  one,  and  the  affec- 
tion I bear  for  the  other,  will  not  suffer  me  to  re- 
cognize such  a man  as  you  are,”  &c. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  report  commodore 
Porter  has  communicated  the  following  to  the  edi- 
tors of  the  “Baltimore  Sun.” 

From  the  Baltimore  Sun. 

Georgetown,  February  3d,  1839. 

Messrs.  Editors  : To  correct  all  misconception  as 
to  my  opinions  and  feelings  at  the  time  I met  com- 
modore Elliott  in  Baltimore,  I send  you  the  enclosed 
correspondence,  which  I will  thank  you  to  publish 
with  this  letter. 

With  great  respect,  your  very  ob’t  serv’t, 

David  Porter. 

[ Copy.  ] 

Chester,  December  24 th,  1838. 

Sir : I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  copy 
of  a letter,  which  I addressed  to  commodore  Elliott, 
occasioned  by  courtesies  offered  to  me  publicly, 
while  I was  removing  from  the  Washington  rail 
road  cars  in  Baltimore,  to  those  which  come  to  this 
place. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  very  ob’t  serv’t, 

Signed  David  Porter. 

Hon.  J.  K.  Paulding,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Chester,  December  22 d,  1838. 

Sir:  To  avoid -any  misconception,  as  to  mv  re- 
ceiving and  returning  any  courtesies  from  you,  I 
have  to  request  the  favor,  should  we  meet,  that  you 
will  consider  me  as  a perfect  stranger,  until  the  re- 
ports which  are  in  circulation  prejudicial  to  you  are 
removed  by  the  decision  of  a competent  tribunal. 

The  reason  for  making  this  request  is,  that  I have 
three  sons  in  the  navy,  who  I am  unwilling  should 
think  that  I treat  such  reports  lightly. 

I am  with  great  consideration, 

Your  very  ob’t  servant. 

Signed  David  Porter. 

Commodore  J.  D.  Elliott. 


Philadelphia,  January  3d,  1839. 

Sir  : Your  note  of  the  22d  ultimo  is  received.  It 
cannot  be  more  agreeable  to  you  than  to  myself  that 
our  acquaintance  should  cease. 

I am,  sir. 

Signed  Jesse  Duncan  Elliott. 

To  David  Porter,  esq. 

Georgetown,  January  3th,  1839. 

Sir:  I have  received  a note  from  commodore 
Elliott,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a copy,  on  which  I 
shall  only  remark,  that  the  man  who  is  so  indifferent 
to  opinion,  and  so  reckless  of  his  own  character,  is,  I 
should  think,  an  unfit  example  to  the  younger  offi- 
cers of  the  navy. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect 

Your  very  ob’t.  serv’t, 
Signed  David  Porter. 

Hon.  J.  K.  Paulding, 

Secretary  of  the  navy. 

Canadian  affairs.  From  the  Montreal  Courier, 
Jan.  30.  Court  martial.  The  finding  of  the  court 
martial  in  the  case  of  the  Beauharnois  prisoners  has 
been  confirmed  by  his  excellency  the  commander  of 
the  forces,  and  by  it,  Brion,  Chevrefils,  Joseph  Du- 
mouchelle  Laberge,  Louis  Dumouchelle,  Goyette, 
Rochon,  Prieur,  Lanois,  De  Lorimier,  and  Touchette, 
are  all  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  death.  What 
number,  if  any,  of  the  above,  will  be  executed,  is 
not  known. 

The  Quebec  Gazette  of  the  28th  ult.  mentions  the 
arrest  of  seven  persons,  French  Canadians,  all  of  St. 
Francois  Nouvelle  Beauce  ; remarking  that  these  are 
the  first  arrested  for  political  offences  in  the  country 
parts  of  the  Quebec  district,  which  have  heretofore 
maintained  a good  and  peaceable  character. 

Sir  George  Arthur  returned  to  Toronto  on  the 
23d  ult. 

The  Western  Herald,  in  noticing  sir  George  Ar- 
thur’s visit  to  Windsor,  adds — 

“ Considerable  dissatisfaction,  we  understand,  pre- 
vails among  some  of  our  respectable  inhabitants  in 
consequence  of  the  cavalier  manner  in  which  they 
were  treated  by  sir  George,  and  we  do  not  wonder. 
A congratulatory  address,  got  up  on  an  exigency  of 
the  moment,  which  was  presented  to  sir  George  in 
consequence  of  some  trifling  misunderstanding,  his 
excellency  thought  proper  to  return  unread ! It 
matters  not  to  us  what  person  or  party  presented  the 
address,  but  we  do  think  they  have  been  grossly  in- 
sulted : and  we  shall  continue  to  think  so  until  the 
matter  is  explained  to  our  satisfaction.” 

A correspondence  of  the  Gazette  explains  the 
mysterious  import  of  the  above  paragraph  in  this 
way: — • 

“There  is,  it  appears,  rather  a split  among  the  in- 
habitants of  Sandwich — colonel  Pierce  having  wait- 
ed on  his  excellency  with  an  address,  couched  in  very 
strong  language,  and  demanding  an  immediate  de- 
claration of  wai,  while  col.  Elliott  was  desirous  of 
presenting  a counter  address  of  a milder  character. 
A curious  scene  of  mutual  accusation  and  recrimi- 
nation is  said  to  have  taken  place  between  the  oppo- 
sition deputations,  both  of  whose  addresses  the  go- 
vernor, in  consequence,  declined  receiving,  at  the 
same  time  censuring  the  want  of  unanimity  that 
seemed  to  prevail  among  the  towns-people.” 


Business  of  the  New  Yodk  custom-house. 
We  find  the  following  statement  of  the  amount  of 
business  done  in  the  New  York  custom-house  in  the 
New  York  American,  for  which  the  editor  is  indebt- 
ed to  the  collector. 

Packages  sent  to  the  appraiser’s  store  for  exami- 
nation, in  the  month  of  January,  in  the  following 
years.  It  will  be  remembeied  that  1836  was  the 
great  year  for  importations: 

Year  Year  Year 

1836  1S38  1839 


No.  packages,  No.  packages, 
5440  1844 


No.  packages, 
7902 


Showing  an  excess  this  year  over  last,  of  6058 
packages,  and  over  1836,  of  2462  packages. 

Duty  bonds  taken  in  January  of  the  following 
years : 


1S36  1838  1839 


Bonds,  Bonds,  Bonds, 


2483  788  264# 
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Department  of  state — Washington,  Feb.  4th, 
1839.  The  following  notice  has  been  received  at 
this  department  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  London  : - 
NOTICE  TO  MARINERS. 

Needles  Light,  Isle  of  Wight. 

Trinity  House,  London,  29 ih  Nov.  1838. 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  with  reference  to  the  ad- 
vertisement issued  from  this  house  under  date  the 
6th  April  last,  that,  in  compliance  with  the  request 
of  numerous  persons  interested  in  the  navigation  of 
the  Needles  passage,  the  light  at  the  Needles  will 
continue  to  -be  exhibited  in  all  directions  within 
which  it  is  at  present  visible,  after  the  completion  of 
the  light  now  in  course  of  preparation  at  St.  Catfish 
rine’s  point. 

It  being  necessary,  in  the  fulfilment  of  this  inten- 
tion, to  adopt  such  measures  as  shall  establish  a dis- 
criminative character  in  these  two  lights,  masters  of 
vessels  and  others  are  to  observe,  that,  at  and  after 
the  exhibition  of  the  intended  bright  light  at  St.  Ca- 
tharine’s, the  light  at  the  Needles  will  assume  a red 
color. 

Due  notice  will  be  given  of  the  time  at  which 
these  alterations  will  take  effect. 

By  order  : J.  Herbert,  secretary. 


Appointments  by  the  president — By  and 
with  ike  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

T.  Hartley  Craivford,  to  be  commissioner  of  In- 
dian affairs. 

John  Louis  McGregor,  to  be  consul  for  the  port  of 
Campeche,  in  Mexico. 

-John  R.  Conway,  of  Arkansas,  to  be  surveyor  for 
marking  the  boundary  between  tile  United  States 
and  the  republic  of  Texas. 

John  H.  Overton,  of  Louisiana,  to  be  commission 
er  for  marking  said  boundary. 

John  J.  Clendennen,  of  Arkansas,  to  be  clerk  to 
said  commissioner. 

Samuel  Steitinius  and  Thomas  R.  Hampton,  to  be 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Washington, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Land  officers. 

John  Bartow,  register, . Genesee,  Michigan,  vice 
Michael  Hoffman,  resigned. 

Henry  Washington,  receiver,  Tallahasse,  Florida, 
vice  Matthew  J.  Allen,  removed. 

John  P.  Campbell,  receiver,  Springfield,  Mo.  vice 
Robert  T.  Brown,  declined. 

Officers  of  the  customs. 

Charles  F.  Lester,  collector  of  the  customs,  Npw 
London,  Connecticut,  vice  Ingoldsb}'  W.  Crawford, 
whose  commission  expired  on  the  1st  February, 
1839. 

Jonathan  M.  Foltz,  to  be  a surgeon  in  the  navy 
from  the  8th  of  December;  1838. 

Jared  L.  Elliott,  to  be  a chaplain  in  the  navy  from 
the  13t.h  of  July,  1838. 

Peter  G.  Clark,  to  be  a chaplain  in  the  navy  from 
the  3d  of  October,  1838. 

Win.  B.  Slack,  to  be  a second  lieutenant  in  the 
marine  corps  from  the  28th  ol  January,  1839. 

Attorneys  of  the  United  States. 

William.  C.  Scott,  lor  Arkansas. 

P.  S.  Loughborough,  for  Kentucky. 

Henry  W.  Mc.Korry,  for  the  district  established  in 
the  western  district  in  Tennessee,  lor  the  counties 
of  Benton,  Carroll,  Plenry,  Obion,  Dyer,  Gibson, 
Lauderdale,  Haywood,  Tipton,  Shelby,  Fayette, 
Hardeman,  McNairy,  Hardin  and  Perry. 

Isaac  Van  Alen , for  Iowa. 

Marshals  of  the  United  States. 

Nicholas  Snyder,  for  Maryland. 

William  J.  Davis,  for  Georgia. 


United  States  mint— coinage  for  1838. 
The  director  of  the  mint,  Dr.  Patterson,  has  made 
his  annual  report  ol  the  operations  of  the  mint  and 
its  branches  for  the  year  1838,  from  which  we  ex- 
tract the  following  particulars,  viz: 

GOLD. 

1.  Whole  amount  of  gold  coinage  is  $1,809,595, 
of  which  there  was  coined — 

At  Philadelphia,  $1,622,515 

Charlotte,  N.  C.  84,165  ' 

Dahlonega,  Ga.  102,915 

New  Orleans,  none. 


$1,309,595 

Of  the  above  quantify,  7,200  pieces  were  in  eagles ; 
186,588  pieces  vvere  in  half  eagles;  and  47,030 
deces  were  in  quarter  eagles. 

Of  the  bullion  deposited,  there  was  supplied  from 
he  mines  of  the  United  States — 

At  Philadelphia,  $171,700 

Charlotte,  127,000 

Dahlonega,  135,700 

New  Orleans,  700  , 


Total  native  bullion,  $ 435,100 


SILVER. 

2.  The  whole  amount  of  silver  coined  is  $2,333,243, 
of  which  the  whole  was  coined  at  Philadelphia,  ex- 
cept $ 40,243  in  dimes  at  New  Orleans,  the  other 
branch  mints  being  not  yet  authorized  to  coin  sil- 
ver, the  bill  which  passed  the  senate  to  authorize 
them  to  coin  silver  change,  having  not  passed  the 
house  of  repiesentatives,  and  being  now.  in  the 
senate. 

Of  the  silver  coined  at  the  mint  in  Philadelphia, 
there  was 

In  half  dollars  $1,773,000 

quarters  208,000  - 

dimes  199,250 

half  dimes  112,750 


Add  dimes  at  New  Orleans 


J>2,293,000 

40,243 


$2,333,243 

From  this  it.  will  be  seen  that  the  total  coinage 
of  the  mint  and  branches,  in  gold  and  silver,  is 
$4,142,838.  Besides  this,  the  copper  coinage 
amounted  to  $63,702;  making  a totality  of 
$-1,206,540. 

We  are  glad  to  see  a larger  proportion  than  usual 
of  the  silver  coinage  in  pieces  of  twenty-five,  ten, 
and  five  cents,  and  we  are  glad  to  say  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  government  to  have  that  coinage  increas- 
ed until  the  country  is  supplied,  so  that  the  most 
intrepid  champion  of  shinplasters  shall  be  deprived 
of  all  pretext  lor  a new  emission  of  this  pestilential 
stuff  in  the  event  cf  another  catastrophe  to  the 
banks. 

We  are  glad  also  to  see  that  the  director  of  the 
mint  looks  to  a great  coinage  this  year,  all  the 
branches  being  now  ready  for  work,  and  the  laws 
providing  for  ample  supplies  of  bullion  to  keeptbem 
all  employed.  The  year  1839  will  show  what  the 
mints  can  do,  and  the  extension  of  the  coinage  of 
silver  change  to  the  North  Carolina  and  Georgia 
branches  will  complete  their  capacity  for  useful- 
ness. [Globe. 


From  Mexico.  Slips  from  the  New  Orleans 
Bee  and  Louisianian  contain  some  additional  items 
of  intelligence  from  Mexico,  received  by  way  of 
Havana. 

The  Diario  of  Havana,  of  the  18th  January,  con- 
tains news  from  the  city  of  Mexico  of  the  21st  De- 
cember, announcing  the  appointment  of  Don  Man- 
vel Edouardo  Gorosliza  to  be  minister  of  the 
interior.  He  had  taken  the  required  oath,  and  en- 
tered upon  the  discharge  of  his  functions.  . 

If  appears  fiom  these  dates  that  the  Mexicans 
were  striving  to  force  the  French  to  evacuate  Vera 
Cruz  by  means  of  starvation.  The  admiral  had 
written  a note  to  the  commander  of  the  camp  at  An- 
ton Lizardo,  informing  him  that  he  would  permit 
individuals  to  come  into  the  town  from  the  country 
in  order  to  sell  their  cattle  and  provisions  to  the 
fleet,  and  that  they  would  be  paid  in  hard  money. 
The  Mexican  commander  refused  to  accede  to  this 
offer,  and  laid  it  before  the  government.  The  min- 
ister of  war  wrote  the  following  letter  on.  the  .sub- 
ject to  the  Mexican  officer,  whose  name  is  Don 
Andres  Islaba  : 

Department  of  war  and  of  the  marine. 

Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  his  ex- 
cellency the  president  the  request  addressed  to  you 
by  the  commander  of  the  French  frigate  Nereide. 
His  excellency  approves  your  conduct  in  this  af- 
fair, because,  the  nation  being  at  war  with  the 
French  government,  no  succor  can  be  furnished  to 
the  enemy.  I also  have  orders  to  lecommend  that 
you  exercise  ths  utmost  vigilance,  (hat  our  unjust 
invaders  receive,  neitherat  Vera  Cruz  nor  at  any 
other  point,  provisions,  water,  and  no  kind  of  succor 
whatever.  God  and  liberty.  Tornel. 

Mexico,  December  21,  1838. 


From  the  New  Orleans  Com.  Bulletin,  29 th  ult. 

■ Advices  from  Mexico  hove  been  received  by  the 
schooner  Eliza  Ann,  airived  at  this  port  yesterday, 
having  sailed  on  the  18th  instant  from  Metamoras. 
The  government  troops  held  possession  of  Meta- 
moras, but  were  closely  beseiged  by  the  federalists, 
who  were  encamped  in  the  neighborhood  in  consi- 
derable force.  General  Felisola  was  in  command 
of  the  garrison,  amounting  to  one  thousand  m-en. 
Frequent  skirmishes  had  occurred  between  the  two 
armies.  The  federalists,  under  the  command  of 
general  Eluteno  Mendez,  made  an  advance  on 
Metamoras  on  the  5th  inst,  and  were  met  by  Feli- 
sola a few  miles  from  the  city,  when  an  engage- 
ment took  place.  The  action  was  well  contested, 
but  did  not  result  in  important  advantages  on  either 
side,  as  both  claimed  the  victory.  Almost  the  sarne 
loss  was  sustained  in-killed  argl . wounded  by  each 
party;  and  the  capture  of  two  pieces  of  cannon 
from  the  federalists,  was  counterbalanced  by  the  fall 


of  several  of  Felisola’s  best  officers,  who  were  shot 
down  in  the  battle.  A reinforcement  of  three  hun- 
dred men  had  reached  Metamoras,  in  command  of 
general  Cavaliza.  They  had  retreated  Iiom  Tam- 
pico, after  suffering  a repulse  before  that  place,  and 
on  their  wav  narrowly  escaped  discomfiture,  from  a 
body  of  federalists  led  on  by  general  Fernandez. 
The  detachment,  by  the  fatigues  and  perils'  of  the 
inarch,  had  been  greatly  thinned  in  numbers,  and 
presented  a broken  and  shattered  aspect.  The  po- 
sition of  the  armies,  it  was  thought,  must  soon 
bring  tile  contest  to  something  decisive.  Their 
proximity  to  each  other  occasioned  daily  encoun- 
ters between  small  detachments,  which  must  soon 
I bring  on  a general  engagement.  As  usual  in  all 
civil  wars,  a spirit  of  bitter  and  cruel  animosity  was 
displayed  by  the  antagonist  factions,  which  noth- 
ing but  slaughter  and  blood  could  appease.  In  their 
intestine  quarrels,  however,  retaliation  upon  the 
French  was  not  entirely  forgotten.  The  decree  of 
the  expulsion  ofthe  resident  Frenchmen,  was  en- 
forced with  great  strictness  at  Metamoras.  Major 
general  Wool,  a French  officer  in  the  Mexican  ar- 
my, had  resigned  his  commission,  from  an  unwil- 
lingness to  fight  against  his  countrymen.  The  port 
of  Vera  Cruz  was  soon  open  to  commerce,  and  ves- 
sels suffered  to  airive  and  depart  without  molesta- 
tion from  the  blockading  squadron.  This  exemp- 
tion can  scarce  be,  however,  oflong  continuance. 

Flour  for  England.  For  several  years  past 
this  country  has  been  an  importer  of  breadsluffs 
from  Europe,  at  a cost  of  some  millions  of  dol- 
lars. A change  of  circumstances  has,  however, 
recently  taken  place,  and  notwithstanding'  the 
price  w'hich  flour  bears  in  the  United  States,  ship- 
ments are  going  forward  to  some  extent  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  wants  of  the  British  people.,  arising  from 
the  shortness  of  their  last  harvest. 

We  have  ascertained  from  correct  sources  that  the 
quantity  of  flour  which  has  been  bought  in  Baltimore 
for  the  English  market,  shipped  and  shipping,  is 
about  20,(100  bbls. 

The  Richmond  Compiler  states  that  within  the 
last  two  weeks  there  have  been  purchased  in  that 
market  10,850  barrels  of ’flour,  at  an  average  price 
of  $8  124>,  w hich  are  now  going  on  board  the  fol- 
lowing vessels  loading  in  James  river,  for  Liverpool, 
viz:  ship  Lucilla,  4,650  barrels;  brig  Arlc,  3,200, 
and  brig  Carthage,  3,000. 

In  Philadelphia,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  report  in 
another  column,  about  22,000  bbls.  have  been  bought 
lor  the  English  market. 

The  quantity  taken  in  the  New  York  market  is 
not,  known.  The  whole'  foreign  export  from  that 
port,  between  the  1st  and  23d  ultimo,  was  only 
8,022  bbls. 


Russian  railroad.  We  are  under  obligation 
to  a gentleman,  thoroughly  acquainted  with  some 
ofthe  principal  railroads  in  Euiope,  for  the  follow- 
ing notice  ot  the  railroad  from  St.  Petersburg  to 
Zarskoe-Selo  and  Pawlowsk. 

Capital  expended,  live  millions  of  roubles  as3ig- 
nates,  or  1,050,000  dollars. 

Total  length,  17  English  miles. 


lonths. 

1838. 


Number  of  passengers. 
Between  Si.  Pe-  Between  Zar- 


lay 
line 
u!y 
Lllgust 
leptember 


tersburg  and 
Zarskoe  Selo. 
60,820 
88,030 
66.469 
73,191 
1,515 


shoe  Selo  and 
Pawlowsk. 
9,350 
33,664 
24,118 
2*9,088 
16,134 


Gross  income. 

Reviles.  Cop. 
92,805  20 

155, 3S5  — 
114,130  40 

124,759  90 

99,704  54 
59,818  30 


Total  for 6 m. 364,921 


108,295  646,601  234 


The  line  from  St.  Petersburg  to  Zarskoe-Selo 
was  opened  on  the  -1th  of  April;  the  line  irom 
Zarskoe-Selo  to  Pawlowsk  on  the  22d  of  May, 
1838,  Russian  calendar. 

There  are  four  different  classes  of  passenger 
cars,  with  the  following  prices  : 

First  class,  for  15  miles  to  Zarskoe-Selo  50  cts. 
Second  class,  for  do  do  87^ 

Third  class,  for  do  do  25 

Fourlh  class,  for  do  do  124 

As  tlve  greatest  number  of  passengers  prefer  to 
take  seats  in  the  third  and  fourlh  classes,  the  aver- 
age receipt  from  each  passenger  going  15  miles  to 
Zarskoe-.SeLo  was  31  cents,  or  two  cents  per  mile. 

The  gross  income  of  the  above  mentioned  six 
months  was  13. per  cent;  of" the  whole  capital  in- 
vested in  the  railroad  ; but  the  expenses  ol  working 
the  line  being  so  heavy,  the  directors  declared  only 
a half  yearly  dividend  of  four  per  cent,  on  the 


shares. 

■We  observe  that  it  has  been  ascertained- that  the 
number  of  passengers  between  -St:  Petersburg  and 
Zarskoe-Selo  was,  before  the  construction  ot  the 
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road,  equal  to  178,000  per  year,  while  on  the  rail- 
road their  number  will  not  be  less  than  550,000  to 
600,000.  This  great  increase  arises,  without  doubt, 
from  the  reduction  of  prices,  the  stages  having 
charged  63  cents ; this  is  now  reduced  at  an  average 
of  31  cents.  [ Boston  D.  Advertiser. 

Alabama.  The  whig  party  of  this  state  are  or- 
ganizing for  the  political  contest  ahead.  They  re- 
cently held  a state  convention  at  Tusqaloosa,  at 
which  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  state  was  pre- 
pared, and  the  subjoined  resolutions  adopted  : 

1.  Resolved , That  the  whig  party  of  the  present  day, 
like  that  which  history  informs  us  first  acquired  the 
name,  has  had  its  origin  in  the  alarming  necessity  that 
compelled  the  people  to  resist  the  unauthorized  and  in- 
jurious acts  of  her  rulers. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  the  political  principles  consecra- 
ted by  the  American  revolution,  and  acted  upon  by  the 
republican  party  during  the  administrations  of  Jefferson 
and  Madison,  constitute  the  foundation  of  the  political 
creed  of  the  party  in  the  state  of  Alabama  opposed  to 
the  administration. 


For  premium  on  bonds,  checks,  &c. 
For  dividends  from  banks 


39,230 

205,650 


$5 


$1 


1838. 

Dec.  To  balance  bro’t  down 
1S33.. 

Dec.  Cr. 

By  amount  paid  for  bank  stock  $ 

Commissioners  public  works 
Counties 
Interest 

For  iron,  cars,  locomotive,  and  incidental 
expenses 

Balance  deposited  in  the  following  banks  : 
Bank  United  States  4,384 

Bank  of  Illinois  280,128 

State  bank  of  Illinois  630,022 


,668,003 

109,604 


,000,000 

,142,027 

144,700 

291,025 

63,422 


1,019,604 


$5,668,003 


3J.  Resolved,  That  this  party  have  asserted  and 
maintained  these  principles  in  their  continued  and  ar- 
duous efforts  to  confine  the  several  departments  ot  the 
federal  government  to  the  legitimate  exercise  of  the 
powers  granted  to  that  government  in  the  constitution 
of  the  union. 

This  party  has  made  increasing  exertions  to  effectu- 
ate that  reform  of  abuses  and  retrenchment  of  expen- 
ditures in  the  federal  government,  which  though  vehe- 
mently promised  by  the  administration,  has  not  only 
been  signally  neglected  and  refused,  but  new  and  un- 
heard of  abuses  and  extravagancies  have  since  obtain- 
ed. 

This  party  has  made  exertions  to  prevent  the  patron- 
age ot  the  government  from  being  brought  in  conflict 
with  the  freedom  of  elections,  an  abuse  now  more  glar- 
lngiy  and  dangerously  prevalent  than  at  any  former  pe- 
riod in  the  history  of  the  government.  'J’heyhave  made 
strenuous  endeavors  to  arrest  executive  proscription  for 
opinion’s  sake,  and  thereby  preserve  the  purity  and  in- 
dependence of  public  functionaries,  and  rescue  the 
country  from  the  rapacity  of  a hungry  horde  of  office 
hunters. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  concentration  of  the  powers  of 
other  departments  of  the  government  in  the  hands  of 
the  executive,  and  the  seizure  of  the  public  monies — the 
war  upon  the  credit  system — the  interference  in  the 
elections  of  the  people,  and  in  tha  legislatures  of  states 

the  appointment  to  office  of  the  most  zealous  parti- 
zans — the  proscription  for  opinion’s  sake — the  attack 
upon  the  rights  of  the  states,  by  the  recommendation 
of  a bankrupt  law,  to  operate  upon  state  banks — 
the  disregard  of  the  popular  will  by  appointing  discard- 
ed public  servants  to  office,  and  the  violation  of  the  oft 
repeated  pledges  of  public  reform  and  economy,  are 
alarming  departures  from  the  principles  of  our  govern- 
ment, and  the  practices  of  the  republicans  during  the 
times  of  Washington,  Jefferson  and  Madison,  call  loudly 
upon  the  people  for  opposition  to  the  present  adminis- 
tration. 

5th.  Resolved,  That  the  repeated  and  persevering  ef- 
forts of  the  president  of  the  U.  S.  to  force  upon  the  coun- 
try the  adoption  of  a sub-treasurv  scheme  against  the 
will  of  a majority  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  in 
congress,  and  of  the  people  themselves,  manifest  a feel- 
tng  regardless  of  the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  hostile  to 
their  best  interests. 

6th.  Resolved,  That  as  the  sub-treasury  scheme  pro- 
poses so  great  a change  in  the  policy  and  practice  of  the 
government,  its  adoption  by  any  but  a decided  majori- 
ty of  the  people  through  their  representatives  in  con- 
gress, would  be  a dangerous  precedent  in  the  govern- 
ment,  and  as  such  should  be  zealously  resisted. 

Tib  Resolved,  That  any  construction  of  the  consti- 
tution which  imposes  upon  congress  the  constitutional 
necessity  of  exacting  specie  for  government  dues,  is  a 
fallacy  of  dangerous  tendency,  and  that  congress  has 
l6  .rlS  . ^°  receive,  and  the  credit  of  the  country,  and 
the  best  interest  of  the  people,  require,  that  the  bills  of 
specie  paying  banks  should  be  received  in  payment  of 
the  revenues. 

8th.  Resolved,  That  opposition  to  the  election  of  a 
citizen  to  the  presidency  who  supported  tne  Missouri 
restrictions,  is  the  first  duty  of  the  people  of  the  south. 

Illinois.  The  report  of  the  funds.  The  report 
made  by  the  fund  commissioners  developes  such  a 
condition  of  the  funds  as  we  had  not  anticipated. 
The  stale  has  already  gained  by  the  loans  author- 
ized by  the  internal  improvement  act  nearly  $65,009, 
after  paying  all  the  interest  upon  those  loans.  This 
prosperous  condition  of  the  funds  of  the  state  gives 
a proof  that  the  system  of  finance  created  by  the 
internal  improvement  law,  is  working  advanta- 
geously for  the  interest  of  the  community,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  speaks  well  for  the  ability  and 
financial  knowledge  of  the  commissioners. 

We  have  been  obligingly  presented  by  Mr.  Gate- 
wood,  the  secretary  of  the  board,  with  the  follow- 
ing  synopsis  of  the  statements  made  in  the  report : 
1333.  Fund  Commissioners, 

Dec.  Dr. 

To  ain’t  rec’d  from  state  treasury  $477,919 

From  sale  of  state  bonds  4,869,000 

For  interest  on  depositeg  ’ 76^204 


Iowa.  In  the  bill  authorizing  the  people  of  lo- 
wa  to  form  a state  government,  and  for  their  admis- 
sion into  the  union,  is  the  following  section,  show- 
ing the  proposed  limits  thereof,  viz  : 

The  said  state  shall  consist  of  all  that  portion 
of  territory  lying  within  the  following  boundaries  : 
Beginning  at  the  centre  of  the  main  channel  ol 
Mississippi  river,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Des 
Moines,  at  the  north-east  corner  of  the  state  of 
Missouri;  thence  up  the  middle  of  the  main  chan- 
nel of  the  river  Mississippi,  to  the  43d  parallel  ol 
north  latitude  ; thence  westerly  on  said  parallel  of 
north  latitude,  to  the  centre  of  the  main  channel  of 
Sioux  river  ; thence  down  the  centre  of  said  river, 
to  the  centre  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Missouri 
river,  to  the  north-west  corner  of  the  state  of  Mis- 
souri ; thence  easterly  along  the  northerly  line  of 
the  state  of  Missouri,  to  the  centre  ol  the  main 
channel  of  the  Des  Moines  river;  thence  down  the 
centre  of  the  main  channel  of  said  river  to  the  place 
of  beginning. 

The  said  state  of  Iowa  to  have  concurrent  juris- 
diction on  said  rivers,  and  each  of  them,  with  any 
other  state  adjoining  them. 

Common  schools  in  New  York.  It  appears 
from  a statement  in  the  New  York  Journal  ol  Com- 
merce, derived  from  the  annual  report  of  the  super- 
intendent of  common  schools,  that  the  number  ot 
such  schools  in  this  state  on  the  1st  of  July  last,  was 
10,533,  from  9,830  of  which  reports  were  received 
by  the  commissioners.  In  the  schools  from  which 
reports  were  received,  the  average  period  of  instruc- 
tion in  1837  was  eight  months.  The  number  of 
children  in  the  9,830  schools  reported,  was  529,113 
in  1837  ; being 4,725  more  than  in  1836.  The  whole 
number  of  children  between  5 and  16  years  residing 
in  the  same  districts  on  the  31st  December,  1837, 
was  539,747  ; being  10,634  more  than  the  number  at 
school. 

The  amount  of  public  money  paid  for  teachers’ 
wages  in  1837,  was  $335,883;  of  which  $110,000 
'was  derived  from  the  common  school  fund,  $19,726 
from  local  funds  belonging  to  particular  towns,  and 
$206,157  rvas  raised  by  tax  on  the  pro'perty  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  amount  of  money  paid  for  teach- 
ers’ wages,  in  addition  to  the  public  money  men- 
tioned above,  was  $477,875  ; which  amount  was 
derived  from  the  contributions  of  those- whose  chil- 
dren were  instructed.  Total  amount  paid  for  teach- 
ers’ wages,  $313,758. 

The  present  productive  capital  of  the  common 
school  fund  on  the  30th  Sept,  last,  was  $1,929,707, 
having  been  increased  during  the  year  ending  that 
day,  $10,060,  chiefly  from  sales  of  state  lands. 

The  act  of  April  last,  appropriating  the  proceeds 
of  the  surplus  revenue  deposited  with  this  state,  after 
making  certain  appropriations  for  the  support  of  col- 
leges, academies,  and  common  schools,  provides  that 
the  residue  of  that  income  shad  be  added  annually  to 
the  capital  of  the  common  school  fund.  The  income 
of  the  former  fund  will  amount  to  nearly  $206,000 
per  annum,  and  the  appropriations  referred  to, 
amount  to  $208,000,  viz.  to  the  common  schools,  to 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  teachers,  $110,000,  and 
55,000  for  the  purchase  of  school  district  libraries  ; 
to  the  literature  fund,  $28,000,  and  to  colleges, 
$15,000;  leaving  a balance  of  about  $30,000,  to  he 
applied  to  the  increase  of  the  last  mentioned  fund. 
Should  this  appropriation  continue  undisturbed,  the 
capital  of  the  common  school  fund  will,  by  the  year 
1850,  amount  lo  about  $3,000,000,  without  any  fur- 
ther provision  for  its  increase  ; and  the  sales  of  lands 
belonging  to  it,  may  be  expected  to  yield  two  or 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

There  are  eight  teachers’  departments  now  estab- 
lished, in  which  the  whole  number  of  students  last 
year  was  374  ; being  an  increase  of  90  upon  the 
number  of  1837.  The  superintendent  recommends 
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the  establishment  of  eight  additional  departments, 
which  he  thinks  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  existing 
demands. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  furnishing 
schools  with  common  school  libraries.  By  a provi- 
sion of  the  act  above  alluded  to,  $330,000  is  to  be 
appropriated  to  this  object  in  the  course  of  three 
jears,  viz.  $110,000  per  annum. 

Commerce  of  Philadelphia.  The  following 
table,  which  we  have  made  up  from  the  records  kept 
at  the  custom  house,  shows  at  a glance  (he  compa- 
rative foreign  coastwise  trade  of  this  city,  from  the 
1st  of  January  to  the  31st  of  December  in  each  year 
from  1737  to  1833,  inclusive — a period  of  fifty-two 
years. 


Year. 

Foreign. 

Coastwise. 

Total. 

1787 

596 

390 

986 

178S 

411 

490 

901* 

1789 

324 

376 

700 

1790 

639 

715 

1354 

1791 

595 

853 

1448 

1792 

n 

000 

000 

0000 

1793 

V 

000 

000 

0000 

1794 

618 

1250 

'1868 

1795 

779 

1228 

2007 

1796 

858 

1011 

1S69 

1797 

641 

929 

1570 

1798 

459 

1002 

1461 

1799 

443 

825 

1268 

1800 

536 

1051 

1587 

1801 

667 

1125 

1792 

1S02 

653 

1106 

1759 

1803 

611 

1064 

1675 

1804 

498 

1292 

1790 

1805 

520 

1235 

1755 

1806 

704 

1213 

1917 

1807 

701 

1170 

1871 

1808 

298 

1951 

2219{ 

1809 

351 

1683 

2034 

1810 

405 

1477 

1882 

1811 

500 

1425 

1925 

1S12 

323 

1549 

1872 

1813 

l 

74 

319 

393 

1814 

( V 

43 

583 

626 

1815 

487 

1113 

1600 

1816 

538 

1101 

1677 

1817 

532 

1238  . 

1770 

1818 

576 

1101 

1677 

1819 

450 

1046 

1496 

1820 

479 

S77 

1356 

1821 

441 

913 

1354 

1822 

494 

1212 

1706 

1823 

482 

1018 

1500 

1824 

501 

981 

1482 

1825 

484 

1195 

1679 

1826 

482  . 

1195 

1677 

1827 

469 

1320 

1789 

1828 

450 

1247 

1697 

1829 

374 

2210 

2584 

1830 

415 

3387 

3702|| 

1831 

396 

3262 

3658 

1832 

428 

2S48 

3277 

1833 

474 

2573 

3047 

1834 

430 

2686 

3116 

1835 

429 

oo  1 3 

4002 

1336 

421 

376-1 

4185 

1837 

409 

7776 

8185 

1838 

464 

10860 

11324 

From  . 

August  1 to  December  31- 

—no  recoi 

previous  part  of  the  year, 

■(■Document  for  these  two  years  mislaid. 

{Embargo.  §War  with  Great  Britain. 

||Opening  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal. 

[Philadelphia  paper. 

Rank  in  the  army.  The  Army  and  Navy 
Chronicle  of  the  17th  ult.,  gives  the  decisions  of  a 
military  board,  assembled  by  order  of  the  war  de- 
partment, upon  certain  questions  of  relative  rank 
in  the  quartermaster’s  department  and  corps  of  en- 
gineers. The  board  consisted  of  major  general  Ma- 
comb, brigadier  general  Fenwick,  colonel  Crogban 
colonel  Totten,  lieut.  colonel  Clarke,  major  Garland’ 
and  major  Erving.  We  have  compiled  from  the’ 
Chronicle  the  summary  of  the  decisions: 

Assistant  quartermasters,  with  the  tank  of  cap- 
tain, are  to  rank  as  captains  from  the  date  assigned 
by  the  president  and  senate.  Their  relative  rank 
is  to  be  determined  according  to  their  relative  rank 
by  commission,  (not  by  brevet,)  in  the  army,  at  the 
time  of  their  appointment  as  assistant  quarter  mas- 
ters with  the  rank  of  captains,  under  the  law  of 
July  5,  1838.  Where  commissions  of  (he  same 
grade  and  date  interfere,  reference  is  to  be  had  to 
former  commissions,  (not  brevets,)  in  actual  ser- 
vice. 

Officers  who  have  entered  the  army  from  the  ma- 
rine corps,  and  who  have  been  continuously  in  ser- 
vice, are  to  have  the  dates  of  their  commissions  in 
the  marine  corps  entered  in  the  Army  Register, 
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under  the  head  of  “original  entry  into  service.” 

The  other  questions  submitted  and  decided  relate 
to  the  rank  of  individual  officers,  about  which 
doubts  and  difficulties  had  arisen.  They  will  be 
found  stated  at  large  in  the  Army  andNavy  Chron- 
icle. 

A case  or  divorce.  In  the  legislature  of  New 
York,  Mr.  L.  S.  Chatfield  called  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  grievances, 
on  the  petition  of  David  Frost,  praying  that  the  mar- 
riage ties,  if  any  exist  between  him  and  Eveline 
Willis,  may  be  dissolved,  and  the  house  agreed  to 
entertain  the  report,  (which  was  adverse.) 

A debate  ensued  on  a motion  to  recommit,  with 
instructions  to  report  a bill  of  divorce. 

The  facts,  as  proved,  were  these.  The  wife  of 
Frost,  after  their  marriage,  refused  to  live  with  him, 
declaring  her  “ unconquerable  repugnance  to 
Frost.” 

It  further  appears,  says  the  Albany  Argus,  from 
a letter  written  by  the  bride  to  a former  suitor  sub- 
sequent to  the  marriage,  that  the  true  secret  of  her 
“ repugnance”  was  a prior  attachment  to  the  afore- 
said suitor,  who,  it  was  averred  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  had  contrived  the  plan  of  the  marriage  with 
Frost,  to  getthe  lady  off  his  own  hands  ; a plan  to 
which  the  lady  was  induced  to  assent,  upon  the  as- 
surance of  said  suitor  that  he  would  be  in  attend- 
ance at  the  ceremony,  and  before  “ the  word”  was 
spoken,  would  step  in  and  claim  her  as  his  bride; 
but  that,  failing  to  do  so,  the  ceremony  went  on, 
the  bride  having  lost  all  self  possession,  being  un- 
aware of  what  she  was  doing,  &c.  &c. 

The  question  on  recommitting  with  instructions 
was  put  and  carried — ayes  76,  noes  36. 

So  the  committee  were  instructed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  of  divorce. 

In  commenting  on  this  decision  of  the  house,  the 
New  York  American  justly  says: 

“ This  vote,  we  must  frankly  say,  astonishes  us. 
Assuming,  as  all  right-minded  persons  must,  that 
the  inviolability  of  the  marriage  contract  lies  at  the 
foundation  of  social  morals,  it  would  seem  to  follow 
that  divorce,  except  for  extreme  cause,  should  ne- 
ver be  allowed. 

In  the  case  before  us  what  are  the  facts?  Two 
persons  of  an  age  to  understand  and  foresee  the 
scope  and  nature  of  the  contract,  agree,  in  the  face 
of  heaven  and  earth,  to  take  each 'other  for  better 
for  worse,  until  “ death  do  them  part.”  The  hus- 
band acts  in  good  faith,  the  wife  in  fraud,  and  with 
her  affections  set  upon  another.  But  what  then? 
Shall  she  be  dispensed  from  her  solemn  vows,  in 
order  that  she  may  rush  into  the  arms  of  another, 
when  those  vows  were,  without  constraint  or  com- 
plaint, entered  into  by  her?  And,  as  to  the  hus- 
band, hard  as  may  be  his  fate,  it  is  yet  one  wrought 
out  by  himself,  and  of  w hich  he  must  be  content  to 
bear  the  evils. 

It  is  in  the  interest  of  morality  and  social  order 
that  partial  sufferings  should  not  overthrow-  general 
rules  of  comprehensive  obligation.  If  incompati- 
bility or  repugnance  can  be  sustained  as  sufficient 
ground  for  divorce,  the  state  of  matrimony  would 
lose  half  its  sanctity.  It  would,  with  such  dis- 
pensing power  in  view,  be  thoughtlessly  or  experi- 
mentally entered  into  by  multitudes,  who  otherwise 
would  gravely  weigh  the  responsibilities  incident 
to  an  indissoluble  contract. 

No  degree  of  disappointment  or  distress,  in  indi- 
vidual cases,  where  crime  is  not  alleged,  should  be 
permitted  to  weigh  against  the  manifold  considera- 
tions, social,  moral,  and  religious,  that  establish 
death  as  the  only  divorcer. 

We  should  regret  to  see  these  considerations 
made  to  yield,  in  the  legislature  of  New  York,  to 
private  sympathies,  however  naturally  excited.” 

An  honest  man.  The  New  York  Evening 
Post  relates  the  following  instance  of  sterling  in- 
tegrity: " „ . 

“Several  years  since  a merchant  of  this  city  be- 
came, in  consequence  of  unforseen  circumstances, 
embarrassed  in  business,  and  failed  for  a consider- 
able amount.  As  his  character  for  integrity  was 
never  questioned,  his  creditors  submitted  without 
complaint  to  the  loss,  which  they  regarded  as  an 
ordinary  commercial  casualty.  To  the  merchant, 
however,  the  matter  appeared  in  a more  serious 
light.  The  obligation  of  indemnifying  those  who 
had  trusted  him,  was  never  for  a moment  absent 
from  his  thoughts.  He  was  yet  in  the  vigor  of  life, 
skilful  in  business,  and  had  -learned  from  his  mis- 
fortune a useful  lesson  of  prudence.  He  again  en- 
gaged in  trade,  with  the  firm  determination  that 
as  soon  as  he  should  find  himself  able,  he  would 
discharge  the  last  farthing  of  his  debts. 

“ His  laudable  diligence  was  prospered;  he  was 
successful  in  the  business  in  which  he  had  embark- 
ed; he  passed  safely  through  the  late  commercial 


embarrassments,  which  he  had  the  sagacity  to  fore- 
see and  provide  for,  and  at  the  end  of  about  five 
years  he  found  himself  master  of  a sum  of  money 
sufficient  for  his  purpose. 

“ On  the  last  day  of  December,  1838,  he  made 
out  and  forwarded  to  each  of  his  creditors  a check 
for  the  full  amount  of  what  he  owed  him,  with 
interest  calculated  at  the  rate  ot  seven  per  cent, 
up  to  the  day  of  payment,  accompanied  with  an 
invitation  to  his  house  the  next  day.  It  is  needless 
to  say  that  the  invitation  was  accepted.  We  doubt 
whether  any  new  year’s  gifts,  on  the  coming  in  of 
1839,  were  accepted  with  more  satisfaction,  or  any 
new  year’s  visits  paid  with  greater  pleasure  than 
by  the  creditors  who  were  witnesses  to  this  act  of 
honesty. 

“ The  force  of  this  worthyjaxample  will  not,  we 
hope,  be  lost  upon  others  who,  like  the  subject  of 
this  article,  have  suffered  a failure  in  business  and 
afterwards  become  prosperous.  A few  instances  of 
this  kind  would  place  the  reputation  of  our  mer- 
chants for  integrity  beyond  question.” 

George  Washington.  The  Edinburg  Review 
for  October,  contains  the  second  biographical  no- 
tice of  the  political  characters  of  Biitain,  of  the 
late  reigns, 'by  lord  Brougham.  Appended  to  it  as 
a delineation  of  Napoleon — from  whom  he  turns 
his  attention  by  contrast  to  George  Washington, 
whom  he  designates  as  “the  greatest  man  of  our 
own  or  of  any  age.”  The  following  description  is 
the  best  portraiture  of  that  American  patriot  which 
ever  yet  was  written. 

Lord  Brougham  thus  depicts  him  : — “In  Wash- 
ington, we  truly  behold  a marvellous  contrast  to 
almost  every  one  of  the  endowments  and  the  vices 
of  ‘ Napoleon ,’  which  we  have  been  contemplating; 
and  which  are  so  well  fitted  to  excite  a mingled  ad- 
miration, and  sorrow,  and  abhorrence.  With  none 
of  that  brilliant  genius  which  dazzles  ordinary 
minds  ; with  not  even  any  remarkable  quickness  of 
apprehension  ; with  knowledge  less  than  almost  all 
persons  in  the  middle  ranks,  and  many  well  edu- 
cated of  the  humbler  classes  possess-;  this  eminent 
person  is  presented  to  our  observation,  clothed  in 
attributes  as  modest,  as  unpretending,  as  little  cal- 
culated to  strike  or  to  astonish,  as  if  he  had  passed 
unknown  through  some  secluded  region  of  private 
life. 

But  he  had  a judgment  sure  and  sound  ; a steadi- 
ness of  mind  which  never  suffered  any  passion,  or 
even  any  feeling,  to  ruffle  its  calm  ; a strength  of 
understanding  which  worked,  rather  than  forced,  its 
way  through  all  obstacles — removing  or  avoiding, 
rather  than  overleaping,  them.  His  courage, 
whether  in  battle  or  in  council,  was  as  perfect  as 
might  be  expected  from  (his  pure  and  steady  tem- 
per of  soul.  A just  man,  with  a firm  resolution  ne- 
ver to  be  misled  by  others,  any  more  than  by  others 
over  awed  ; never  to  be  seduced  or'  betrayed,  or 
hurried  away  by  his  own  weakness  or  self-delu- 
sions, any  more  than  by  other  men’s  arts;  nor  ever 
to  be  disheartened  by  the  most  complicated  diffi- 
culties, any  more  than  to  be  spoiled  on  the  giddy 
heights  of  fortune— such  was  this  great  man — 
whether  we  regard  him,  sustaining  alone  the  whole 
weight  of  campaigns,  all  but  desperate,  or  glorious- 
ly terminating  a just  warfare  by  his  resources  and 
his  courage — presiding  over  the  jarring  elements  of 
his  political  council,  alike  deaf  to  the  storms  of  all 
extremes — or  directing  the  formation  of  a new  go- 
vernment for  a great  people,  (he  first  time  that  so 
vast  an  experiment  had  ever  been  tried  by  man — 
or,  finally,  retiring  from  tiie  supreme  power  to 
which  Jiis  virtue  had  raised  him  over  the  nation  he 
had  created,  and  whose  destinies  he  had  guided, 
as  long  as  his  aid  was  required — reliring  with  the 
veneration  of  all  parties)  of  all  nations,  of  all  man- 
kind, m Older  that  the  rights  of  men  might  be  con- 
served, and  that  bis  example  might  be  appealed  to 
by  vulgartyranfs.  This  is  the  consummate  glory  of 
the  great  American,  a triumphant  warrior  where 
the  most  sanguine  had  a right  to  despair;  a suc- 
cessful ruler  in  all  the  difficulties  of  a course  whol- 
ly untried  ; but  a warrior,  whose  sword  only  left 
its  sheath  when  the  first  law  of  our  nature  com- 
manded it  to  be  drawn  ; and  a ruler,  who,  having 
tasted  of  supreme  power,  greatly  and  unostenta- 
tiously desired  that  the  cup  might  pass  from  him; 
nor  would  suffer  more  to  wet  his  lips,  than  the  most 
solemn  and  sacred  duty  to  his  country  and  his  God 
required  ! 

“ To  his  latest  breath,  did  this  great  patriot  main- 
tain the  noble  character  of  a captain,  Ihe  patron  of 
peace,  and  a statesman  the  friend  of  justice.  Dying, 
he  bequeathed  fo  his  heirs  the  sword  which  he  had 
worn  in  the  war  for  liberty,  charging  them  “ never 
to  take  it  from  the  scabbard  but  in  self-defence,  or 
in  defence  of'  their  country  and  her  freedom  ; and 
commanding  them  that,  when  it  should  thus  be 
drawn,  they  should  never  sheath  it  nor  give  it  up, 


but  prefer  falling  with  it  in  their  bands  to  the  re- 
linquishment thereof,” — words,  the  majesty  and 
simple  eloquence  of  which  are  not  surpassed  in  the 
oratory  of  Athens  and  Rome.  It  will  be  the  duty 
of  the  historian  and  sage,  in  all  ages,  to  omit  no 
occasion  of  commemorating  this  illustrious  man  ; 
and,  until  time  shall  be  no  more,  will  a test  of  the 
progress  which  our  race  has  made  in  wisdom  and 
in  virtue  be  derived  from  the  veneration  paid  to 
the  immortal  name  of  WASHINGTON!” 

Napoleon.  I have  never  met  with  two  more 
characteristic  anecdotes  of  Napoleon  than  the  fol- 
lowing, which  may  be  found  in  the  “Memoiresde 
General  Rapp.”  Feseh  was  about  to  remonstrate 
with  Napoleon  one  day,  on  the  war  in  Spain.  He 
had  not  uttered  two  words  when  Napoleon  drawing 
towards  the  window,  asked  “Do  you  see  that  star?” 
It  was  broad  day. — “No”  replied  the  archbishop. 
“ Well,  as  long  as  I alone  can  perceive  it,  I follow 
my  plan"  and  suffer  no  observations.”  On  his  re- 
turn from  the  Russian  campaign,  he  was  deploring 
with  deep  emotion  the  death  of  so  many  gallant 
soldiers,  mowed  down,  not  by  the  Cossacks,  but 
by  cold  and  hunger.  A courtier  seeking  fo  put  in 
his  word,  added,  with  a pitiful  tone — “ We  have 
ihdeed  suffered  a great  loss.”  “Yes,”  rejoined 
Napoleon,  “Madame  Barilli,  the  singer  is  dead.” 

Frances  Wright  Darusmont.  From  ihe  New 
York  Neiv  Era.  Editors  of  ihe  New  Era  : Gentle- 
men : I must  request  the  use  of  your  columns  to 
advertise  the  public,  who,  in  common  with  myself, 
were  disappointed  of  the  occupancy  of  Concert  Hall 
on  Sunday  last,  that,  in  order  to  carry  through  the 
arrangements  now  in  progress,  and  which  have  in 
view  the  effectual  securing  of  my  auditors  and  my- 
self from  further  interruption,  I shall  not  hold  any 
meeting  earlier  than  to-morrow  week  (Sunday, 
27th.)  I expect  in  a few  days  positively  to  an- 
nounce that  as  the  night  when  I shall  deliver  the 
deferred  discourse  on  the  message  of  governor  Se- 
ward. 

While  I regret  the  necessity  which  constrains  me 
to  permit  the  intervention  of  another  Sunday  before 
the  fulfilment  of  my  last  weeks’  engagement  with 
the  public,  I feel  nosmall  satisfaction  that  an  oppor- 
tunity will  thus  be  afforded  to  my  intended  hearers 
and  myself  of  assisting  to-morrow  evening  at  the 
benefit  of  Mr.  Offen,  in  Tammany  Hall. 

Whatever  may  be  the  prevailing  differences  of 
opinion  on  theological  subjects,  the  Christian  equally 
wdth  the  anti-christian,  and  equally  with  those  fol- 
lowers of  truth,  wherever  found,  who  stand  apart 
from  all  opinionative  sects  and  parties  whatsoever, 
under  the  broad  national  standard  of  common  sense 
and  the  rights  of  man,  one  and  all  must,  I conceive, 
admit  the  claims  to  their  gratitude  and  respect  of 
every  faithful  advocate  and  persevering  supporter 
of  the  first  and  dearest  of  all  political  rights — that 
of  free  public  speech.  This  precious  right  Mr. 
Offen  has  particularly  sustained  in  this  city  through 
a long  course  of  years.  His  benefit  to-morrow 
night  will  afford  to  all  an  occasion  of  aiding  in  the 
payment  of  a common  debt  to  one  who  has  ren- 
dered a great  common  service. 

F.  W.  Darusmont. 

January  19. 

New  alloy  of  zinc  and  copper.  A commit- 
tee of  the  French  academy  of  sciences,  is  enga- 
ged in  investigating  a new  alloy  of  zinc  and  cop- 
pei,  which  is  said  to  possess  qualities  which  fit  it 
for  extensive  use  to  the  aits  and  manufacturers. 
Its  cost  will  be  a little  more  than  that  of  zinc.  The 
the  pure  metal  of  zinc  oxidizes  with  great  facility, 
which  renders  it  unfit  for  a multitude  of  uses  : the 
alloy,  howevc-r,  is  oxidized  with  great  difficulty. 
It  will  resist,  for  example,  sulphuric  acid  of  20  de- 
grees of  concentration.  Hence  it  may  be  used  for 
mineral  waters,  for  pipes  and  tubes  through  which 
acid  liquids  flow',  and  in  navigation  for  the  sheath- 
ing of  vessels.  The  composition  of  the  alloy  de- 
pends on  ihe  uses  to  which  it  is  applied  : in  cir- 
cumstances where  zinc  is  commonly  used,  the  in- 
ventor mixes  with  a great  proportion  of  the  latter 
metal  a small  quantity  of  tin  and  lead  ; an  addition 
whLch  does  not  augment  the  cost  of  the  alloy  more 
than  a farthing  a -pound.  The  alloy  which  is  used 
for  boilers,  gutters  of  houses,  &c.  contains  no  lead, 
but  still,  like  the  other,  resists  the  sulphuric  acid 
of  twenty  degree  concentration. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

Great  despatch.  Mr.  Lewis  Cogdell,  of  Wayne,  in- 
formed us  that  on  the  evening  of  the  10th,  he  killed  and 
cleaned  sixty-four  hogs  after  sunset,  87  mile s from  Wil- 
mington, and  delivered  them  at  2 o’clock  in  ihe  Wil- 
mington market  on  the  11th , by  means  of  the  Wilming- 
ton and  Raleigh  railroad.  That  he  also  brought  to  mar- 
ket sundry  bales  of  cotton  at  the  same  time,  two  of 
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which  had  been  packed  on  the  morning  of  the  11th. 
Such  despatch  is  worthy  of  public  notice,  and  proclaims 
more  loudly  the  advantages  afforded  by  railroads  to  the 
farmer,  than  thousands  of  theories  and  line  spun  argu- 
ments. We  ought,  also,  to  mention  that  Mr.  Cogdell 
lives  seven  miles  from  the  railroad  track,  and  this  dis- 
tance was  consequently  to  be  overcome  by  wagons. 

[ Wilmington  ( N . C.)  Reporter. 

The  state  of  Missouri  has  paid  $2,769  for  wolf- 
scalps. 

A successful  captain.  The  New'  York  express  says  : 
“Captain  Denting,  who  takes  charge  of  the  ship  Mexi- 
can, belonging  to  Barclay  and  Livingston,  bound  for 
Madeira,  has  made  fifty-nine  voyages  to  that  port.  This 
is  a remarkable  fact,  as  it  rarely  or  never  happens  that 
one  individual  makes  so  many  voyages  to  any  one 
port.’’ 

Pacific  squadron — disposition  of  October  8th,  1833. 
Lexington  on  a cruise  to  Mexico  (Mazatlan,  Acupulco, 
&c.)  Falmouth  is  at  Chorillos.  Enterprise  at  Huacho — 
Boxer  and  North  Carolina  at  Callao — all  well. 

List  of  officers  of  the  North  Carolina.  H.  E.  Ballard, 
commodore — Thus.  O.  Selfridge,  lieut-  comdt. — A.  G. 
Slaughter,  1st  lieutenant.  Chaplain,  Boggs — Weems, 
Hunt,  Gills,  Ingersoll,  lieutenants — .1.  Wilson,  purser, 
H.  Hobbs,  com.  secretary — William  Swift,  fleet  sur- 
geon— J.  Brinkerhoff,  surgeon — David  Harlan,  assistant 
surgeon— J.  T.  Huston,  professor  mathematics — C.  F. 
McIntosh,  master — F.  Stanly,  passed  midshipman — 
Barney,  Muse,  Winder,  Higgins,  McLaughlin,  Dance, 
Biddle,  Ridgely,  Weston,  Harrol,  midshipmen — Ste- 
phenson, gunner — Brady,  boatswain — Jones,  carpen- 
ter— Brice,  sail  maker. 

A Thomsonian  physician  of  Philadelphia,  named 
Chauncey , has  been  found  guilty  of  murder  in  the  second 
degree,  for  causing  the  death  of  a young  female  ; she 
had  been  committed  to  his  care  for  the  purpose  of  caus- 
ing abortion  ! 

Branding.  It  is  stated  in  the  Southern  Sun,  that 
Tanner,  who  was  recently  convicted  of  manslaughter, 
in  Yazoo  county,  Miss.,  has  been  branded  in  the  hand 
with  the  letter  M.  sentenced  to  a fine  of  $500,  and  to 
be  imprisoned  twelve  months. 

A fat  child.  The  Lowell  Courier  describes  a girl 
five  years  of  age,  who  has  arrived  there  from  Marlow, 
N.  H.  on  her  way  to  Boston.  She  is  said  to  be  four 
feet  in  height,  four  and  a half  feet  around  the  waist,  and 
to  weigh  165  lbs.  She  is  moreover  “quite  playful  and 
sprightly.’’ 

al  fact.  There  is  a man  living  about  fifty  miles  north 
of  this  city,  who  has  had  twenty-four  children  by  one 
wife,  eighteen  of  whom  are  now  full  grown,  healthy 
males,  capable  of  bearing  arms.  “ In  peace  prepare 
for  war,”  is  his  maxim.  [Cm.  News. 

Potatoes.  The  New  York  market  is  said  to  be  flooded 
with  foreign  potatoes;  which  have  reduced  the  price 
of  all  others.  Very  fine  northern  potatoes  were  selling 
at  60  cents  per  bushel,  for  the  supply  of  the  southern 
markets. 

The  pork  business.  About  30,000  hogs  have  been 
slaughtered  this  season  at  Alton,  (111.,)  being  double  the 
quantity  packed  there  in  anyone  previous  season. 

Bounty  to  fishermen.  The  whole  amount  of  bounty 
paid  to  fishermen  in  Barnstable  district  the  past  season 
is  360,273  06.  In  Plymouth  district,  $23,921  72.  At 
Salem,  19,601  81. 

Movement  of  troops.  One  hundred  recruits  left  Buffa- 
lo on  the  9th,  under  the  command  of  capt.  Clary  and 
lients.  II.  W.  Allen  and  II.  Fowler,  of  the  5th  infantry, 
for  Detroit.  They  were  conveyed  in  wagons  and  are 
intended  to  augment  the  2d  artillery  now  stationed  at 
fort  Gratiot.  The  steamboat  Cincinnati  is  fitting  out 
to  take  them  from  Cleveland  to  Detroit  should  ice  and 
weather  permit. 

A detachment  of  160  recruits  recently  arrived  in  Buf- 
falo from  New  York. 

Seasonable  anomalies.  Most  of  our  readers,  probably, 
are  acquainted  with  the  mot  ascribed  to  the  wit  and 
poet,  Rogers.  A lady  said  to  him,  “ Do  you  think  we 
have  had  a colder  day  than  this,  Mr.  Rogers?’’  “Not 
since  last  summer,  madam,’’  was  the  reply. 

We  are  reminded  of  this  wintry  summer — on  the  as- 
sociating principle  of  contrast,  by  the  following  note, 
which  we  have  just  received  from  our  old  friend  Mr. 
Thorburn.  [N.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

HalleU’s  Cove,  January  11,  1839. 

At  2 o’clock  this  day  the  mercury  in  my  thermometer 
rose  to  62,  in  the  shade,  and  with  a northern  exposure. 
At  the  same  time  a butterfly,  such  as  are  seen  in  May, 
came  fluttering  from  the  south,  and  winged  his  way 
northward  as  far  as  my  eyes  could  follow  him  without 
spectacles. 

At  3 P.  M.,  as  I was  pitching  some  hay  for  my  horse, 
a large  field  honey-bee,  which  had  probably  engaged 
■lodgings  for  the  winter  in  the  hay-loft,  flew  out  at  tile 
window,  but  finding  neither  fruit  nor  flowers  abroad, 
very  prudently  betook  himself  to  the  green  house,  (the 
windows  of  which  were  open,)  and  is  there  now,  rang- 
ing at  will  among  the  plants  in  bloom — apparently  quite 
pleased  with  his  new  quarters. 

Yours,  Grant  Thorburn. 

New  York  slate  prisons.  The  state  prison  at  Sing 
Sing  is  a profitable  concern  to  the  state — its  earnings 
after  defraying  all  exnenses,  having  during  the  past 
year  amounted  to  $17,776.  At  Auburn,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  expenditures  exceeded  the  receipts  by  $7,500. 


The  convicts  at  Sing  Sing  can  be  vciy  profitably  em- 
ployed in  getting  out  stone  for  buildings.  The  Auburn 
convicts  possess  no  such  advantages,  but  have  to  he 
employed  on  different  kinds  of  manufactures. 

[Jour.  Commerce. 


The  following  statement,  showing  the  quantity  of 
flour  inspected  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  during  the 
year  1838,  we  copy  from  the  Commercial  List ; 

barrels.  lif  bids. 


Superfine,  - - - 

Fine,  - - - - 

Condemned, 

Middling,  - 

Total  wheat  flour,  - 

Rve  flour  - - - 

do.  condemned 

Total  rye  flour, 

Corn  meal, 
do.  condemned, 


253,745 

21,420 

12,315 

1,312 

7,476 

406 

283,822 

33,428 

1,633 

7,882 

40,111 

51,153 

2,268 

9,103  hhds 

The  total  amounts  of  produce  inspected  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore  during  the  year  1838,  are  as  follows:  Wheat 
flour,  420,636  barrels,  19,233  half  barrels ; rye  flour, 
15,495  barrels  ; corn  meal,  1303  hhds.  and  6153  barrels. 
Beef,  4453  bbls-;  353  hf  bids.  ; pork,  6101  bbls. ; 150 
hfbbls.  Butter,  11,812  kegs.  Lard,  23,822  kegs.  Whis- 
key, 7533  hhds.,  and  51,361  bbls.  Tobacco,  28,626 
hhds. ; of  these  23,464  hhds.  were  Maryland  tobacco, 
3177  Ohio,  1235  Kentucky,  367  Virginia,  33  Pennsylva- 
nia. The  amount  of  tobacco  inspected  in  1837,  was 
31.039,  lihds. 

The  number  of  new  bric-k  houses  erected  at  Balti- 
more during  the  past  year  is  stated  to  be  365. 

Dayton,  Ohio.  As  an  evidence  of  the  rapid  growth 
and  prosperity  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  it  is  mentioned  in  the 
Journal,  that  vvi'h  a population  of  about  six  thousand, 
there  were  last  year  erected  in  that  town  eighty-nine 
houses.  At  such  a rate  of  increase,  the  town  must  soon 
“ enlarge  its  borders.” 

Wire  tiller  ropes.  This  ingenious  substitute  for  hem- 
pen ropes  in  steering  steamboats,  is  found,  after  a fair 
experiment,  to  answer  admirably  the  purpose  intended.. 
No  boat  should  be  without  them- 


Ohio  and  Michigan.  There  seems  now  to  be  but  little 
prospect  of  a renewal  of  the  ‘ Wolverine  war,’  as  gover- 
nor Mason  in  his  message  says  he  has  submitted  the 
settlement  of  the  boundary  question  to  distinguished 
counsel,  who  give  their  opinion  ‘ that  the  people  of 
Michigan  are  bound  by  the  assent,  to  the  terms  of  their 
admission  into  the  union,  as  given  by  the  convention 
of  January  6,  1837 ; and  that  Michigan  has  no  remedy 
left  her,  known  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  land, 
by  which  she  can  lawfully  disturb  the  boundary  line  as 
now  settled.’  . [Cleveland  Herald. 

An  interesting  Christmas  party . Mr.  James  Breed,  of 
this  town,  aged  80,  and  his  wife  Sarah  S.  Breed,  having 
intimated  a wish  to  see  his  children  and  descendants 
together,  88  in  number,  not  long  since,  invited  them  to 
assemble  at  his  residence  in  this  town.  Accordingly 
on  the  24th  ult.,  they  assembled,  husbands,  wives,  aim 
descendants,  to  the  number  of  79  ; nine  only  being  ab- 
sent. The  most  remarkable  fact  was  that  all  the  de- 
scendants, and  their  families,  with  the  exception  of  one 
family,  lived  within  one  hundred  rods  of  the  place  of 
meeting,  and  could  have  walked  there  in  five  minutes. 

[Lynn  Record. 

Pennsylvania  senate.  The  special  election  of  a sena- 
tor to  the  Pennsylvania  legislature,  to  supply  the  vacan- 
cy occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Cassatt,  has  resulted 
in  the  choice  of  general  Miller,  the  administration  can- 
didate, over  his  whig  opponent  McFarlafie.  The  ma- 
jorities are  as  follows : • 

Miller’s.  McFarlane’s. 

Franklin*  259'  Adams,  750 

Cumberland,  701 


960 


750 


Franklin's  birth  day.  Among  the  toasts  given  on  the 
17th  ultimo  at  Cincinnati,  we  find  the  following.  The 
subject  of  it  was  well  known  to  the  elder  members  of  the 
profession  in  Philadelphia,  by  whom  the  remembrance 
ofhis  many  good  qualities  will  never  cease  to  he  fondly 
cherished. 

By  Thomas  S.  Moore  : Thomas  Palmer — the  veteran 
type  of  the  queen  city  of  the  west,  although  defaced,  bat- 
tered,worn  doum  and  squabbled  by  adversities  ; yet  never 
forsook  the  rule  that  justifies  all  points.  May  he  re- 
cevie  the  signature  and  imprint  of  all  well  imposed 
forms. 

Mr.  Palmer  replied  briefly  to  the  above  toast. 

Deaths  in  Boston.  The  annual  “ general  abstract  of 
the  bill  of  mortality”  for  the  city  of  Boston,  from  January 
ist  1833,  to  January  1st  1839,  is  just  published.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  whole  number  of  deaths  is  1920 — which 
for  a population  of  over  80,000  shows  a remarkable  state 
of  health  to  have  prevailed.  Of  eighty-nine  classes  of 
disease  reported,  which  caused  the  deaths,  we  find  the 


following  : 

Accidental,  16 

Consumption,  256 

Convulsions,  60 

Delirium  tremens,  10 

Drinking  cold  water,  3 

Intoxication,  24 

Poison,  4 

Drowned,  19 

Diseases  unknown,  182 


The  interments  in  Philadelphia  in  the  week  endin® 
on  the  26th  ult.  were  98,  of  which  43  were  of  children 
under  2 years  old. 

The  interments  in  Baltimore  for  a like  period  were 
63  ; of  which  29  were  children  under  2 years  of  age. 

The  express  mail  now  runs  from  New  Orleans  to 
Augusta,  Georgia,  and  a branch  leaves  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  and  runs  to  Nashville,  Tenn. 

A female  miser.  The  Russian  countess  Branitska, 
recently  deceased,  left  an  immense  fortune  behind — a 
million  pounds  sterling  in  specie  was  found  in  her  cha- 
teau, she  had  sixty  millions  of  roubles  in  the  bank  of 
Russia,  and  on  hpr  estates  were  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  peasants  or  slaves.  Yet  so  griping  was  the 
old  miseress,  that,  after  a visit  to  Paris,  (where  she  found 
human  hair  sold  at  a high  rate,)  she  had  the  heads  of 
all  her  female  slaves  shaved,  and  the  hair  shipped  to 
France,  from  whence  a handsome  return  was  trans- 
mitted her. 

Died  at  Hudson,  N.  Y.  on  the  evening  of  the  11th 
ult.  captain  Alexander  Coffin,  in  the  99th  year  of  hi?  age, 
(born  21st  of  September,  1740,  on  the  island  of  Nan- 
tucket.) 

He  was  the  bearer  of  the  despatches  from  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, in  Paris,  announcing  the  friendly  interest  the  French 
court  had  manifested  toward  America.  He  was  twice 
a prisoner  during  the  war — was  intimate  with  John 
Adams,  John  Hancock,  and  Samuel  Adams,  and  the 
leading  wings  of  the  revolution — and  has  since  enjoyed 
the  most  friendly  relations  with  the  most  prominent 
men  of  the  present  day  and  those  preceding  them. 


LATEST  FROM  ENGLAND. 

The  packet  ship  Philadelphia,  at  New  York  from 
Portsmouth,  brings  London  papers  to  the  24th  De- 
cember, inclusive.  The  annexed  items  are  derived 
from  the  Commercial  Advertiser,  Star  and  Post : 

The  steam  ship  Liverpool  made  her  passage  out 
in  fourteen  days  and  ten  hours.  The  passengers 
presented  to  captain  Fayrer  a gold  snuff'  box,  with 
a letter  in  which  they  compliment  him  and  his 
vessel  very  highly. 

Several  of  the  London  papers  have  published 
the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
entire. 

The  supply  of  grain  in  the  London  market  is 
short.  The  arrivals  of  foreign  wheat  were  mode- 
rately large,  and  sales  were  made  at  an  advance  of 
one  or  two  shillings  per  quarter  on  fine  descrip- 
tions. 

It  is  not  true  that  the  marquis  of  Normandy  is 
to  be  removed  from  the  government  of  Ireland. 

The  earl  of  Durham  has  accepted  an  invitation 
to  dine  with  the  corporation  of  Hull,  of  which  he 
is  lord  high  steward. 

Considerable  uneasiness  prevails  with  respect  to 
Belgium.  The  arrangement  with  Holland  it  is 
supposed  may  be  resisted. 

The  Manchester  chamber  of  commerce,  after  a 
long  debate,  adopted  an  amended  petition  1'or  the 
immediate  and  total  abolition  of  the  duties  on  corn. 
The  original  petition  was  for  melioration  of  the 
corn  laws. 

Orders  had  been  sent  post-haste  to  Ireland,  for 
the  embarkation  of  troops — the -2d  dragoon  guards 
— for  England,  in  consequence  of  the  disturbances 
in  the  northern  counties.  They  were  embarked  in 
steam  packets  for  Liverpool. 

A letter  from  Quebec  is  published  in  the  Courier 
of  24th,  professing  to  give  an  outline  of  what  lord 
Durham  intends  to  propose  in  parliament,  respect- 
ing the  Canadas.  Its  principal  features  are, 

“To  abolish  the  name  of  Canada,  and  divide  the 
two  provinces  into  four,  with  the  names  of  Quebec, 
Montreal,  Kingston  and  Toronto — these,  with  the 
provinces  of  New  Brunswick,  &c.,  to  bear  the 
general  name  of  British  North  America. 

The  British  N.  A.  to  have  a secretary  and  office 
for  itself  in  London,  and  be  governed  by  a viceroy. 

Each  province  to  have  its  own  legislature,  and 
the  whole  country  to  be  divided  into  municipali- 
ties, the  people  thereof  electing  their  own  officers. 

The  clergy  reserves,  Jesuits’  estates,  and  all 
funds  for  education,  to  be  thrown  into  one  general 
fund,  and  distributed  among  the  school  districts. 

Each  province  to  send  one  or  more  members  to 
the  British  parliament. 

Great  arrangements  to  be  made  for  internal  im- 
provement and  for  steam  navigation  with  England.” 

The  London  papers  give  long  accounts  of  two 
highly  successful  first  appearances  in  opera — at 
Paris  of  Mademoiselle  Pauline  Garcia,  sister  of 
Madame  Malibran,  and  at  Venice  of  Miss  Adelaide 
Kemble,  sister  of  Mrs.  Butler. 

The  French  chamber  of  deputies  elected  M. 
Dupin  their  president  on  the  19th  of  December,  at 
the  third  ballot.  The  vote  was,  for  Dupin,  183; 
Passy,  178  ; scattering,  4. 

The  evacuation  of  Ancona  by  the  French  troops 
had  been  carried  into  effect. 

The  duchess  of  Wirtemburg,  (princess  Mary  of 
France,)  instead  of  being  dead  was  getting  better. 
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Tlie  bank  of  Belgium,  a private  institution,  had 
stopped  payment,  an  event  which  caused  no  little 
sensation  and  alarm  at  Brussels,  Antwerp,  Liege, 
&c.  The  creditors  had  had  a meeting,  and  agreed 
to  allow  the  bank  a delay  of  three  months. 

The  papers  announced  the  death  of  field  marshal 
prince  Wrede,  Bavaria,  distinguished  in  the  Napo- 
leon wars.  He  was  in  the  72ii  year  of  his  age. 

The  speech  of  the  queen  of  Portugal  at  (he  open- 
ing of  the  cortes  on  the  9th  of  December,  is  in  the 
London  papers  of  24th.  It  presents  nothing  of  in- 
terest. 

The  Handelsblad  (Dutch  paper)  affirms  that  the 
British  government  have  notified  the  government 
of  Belgium  that  the  first  gun  fired  on  its  part  will 
be  considered  a declaration  of  war  against  Europe. 

Egypt.  Meheinet  Ali  was  quietly  proceeding  on 
his  journey  to  Upper  Egypt,  and  had  crossed  No- 
vember 7th  the  cataract  of  the  Nile.  We  regret  to 
hear  that  he  had  suspended  the  work  on  the  Suez 
railroad,  demanding  such  conditions  as  col.  Camp- 
bell, the  English  agent,  could  not  assent  to. 

American  stocks  on  the  22d  of  December : five 
per  cent.  Alabama,  83^  to  841;  five  per  cent.  In- 
diana, 85;  five  per  cent.  Louisiana  (Barings)  95J 
to  96;  five  per  cent.  Louisiana  (Lizardi’s)  9<3£  to 
97;  six  per  cent.  Mississippi,  93 ; five  per  cent, 
do.  pound  sterling,  93  ; six  per  cent.  Ohio,  1856, 
101  to  102;  five  per  cent.  New  York,  91  to  95. 
There  had  not  been  much  doing  for  the  week  up  to 
Saturday  the  22d. 

London,  Dec.  22 — City,  twelve  o'clodc.  c-  The 
French  funds  having  come  lower  from  Paris  this 
morning,  owing,  we  believe,  to  some  extensive 
sales  which  were  made  by  sufferers,  the  failure 
of  the  Belgium  Bank,  consols  are  not  quite  so  firm, 
being  quoted  at  93'f  to  jj  for  the  opening.  Exche- 
quer bill*  are  63  to  55  premium,  bank  stock  is  202 } 
to  203i ; and  India  stock  for  the  account  262.  The 
commissioners  have  purchased  £9,000  reduced  at 
92J. 

“Two  o'clock.  There  is  nothing  going  on  in  the 
different  stock  markets,  and  the  prices  of  the  differ- 
ent securities  remain  the  same.” 

London,  Dec.  24,  two  o’clock.  The  English  funds 
have  been  a little  upon  the  advance  since  this 
morning.  Consols  are  93j  buyers  for  the  opening. 
We  have  no.alteration  to  notice  in  the  foreign  mar- 
ket or  in  the  value  of  shares. 

London  grain  market,  Dec.  24.  The  supply  of 
English  last  week  very  short,  and  this  morning  the 
show  by  land  carriage  samples  was  very  moderate. 
Fine  dry  parcels  were  taken  at  Is  per  quarter  ad- 
vance, and  a clearance  was  made  at  terms  fully 
equal  to  this  day  se’night.  We  had  a liberal  ar- 
rival of  loreign  wheat  last  week.  For  fine  des- 
criptions Is  a 2s  per  quarter  advance  was  obtain- 
able, but  for  cargoes  at  all  out  of  condition  no  ad- 
vance could  be  obtained. 

Liverpool  cotton  market,  December  22.  The  con- 
tradictory reports  of  the  state  of  the  cotton  crop 
have  unsettled  the  market  here  very  considerably. 
There  is,  however,  an  advance  in  prices,  from  gd 
to  id  generally.  There  has  been  more  activity  to- 
day, and  the  sales  may  be  reported  Irom  9,000  to 
10,000  bales.  Surats  are  selling  jd  per  lb.  above 
last  week’s  rates.  1,500  from  5j  to  6d.  Americans 
from  6g  to  83d.  New  Orleans  are  reported  to  be 
generally  inquired  for,  and  sold  at  9^d. 

FLORIDA  WAR. 

We  have  heretofore  published  the  letters  of  Dr. 
Lawson,  surgeon  general  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  general  Hernandez,  in  favor  of  the 
policy  of  settling  the  disturbed  part  of  Florida  with 
armed  settlers,  ami  have  also  adverted  to  gov.  Call’s 
message  to  the  Florida  legislature  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, and  to  the  same  effect.  In  addition  to  these 
high  testimonials  in  favor  of  that  policy^,  we  have 
now  to  add  that  of  general  Jesup,  whose  knowledge 
of  the  subject  must  be  admitted  to  be  full,  and 
whose  opinion  must  be  entitled  to  great  weight. 
He  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  plan,  not  only  as  the 
best,  but  as  almost  the  only  way  of  clearing  "Florida 
of  the  hostile  Indians.  [ Globe. 

Locust  Grove,  near  Louisville,  Ky. 

January  19,  1S39. 

Dear  sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th 
instant,  with  a copy  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
armed  occupation  and  settlement  of  Florida.  If  the 
plan  which  you  propose  can  be  carried  out,  the  In- 
dians may  be  gradually  destroyed,  or  forced  to  sub- 
mit; and  I know  of  no  other  measure  likely  to  rid 
the  country  of  them,  unless  by  following  the  exam- 
ple of  the  British  government  in  their  war  with  the 
Maroons  in  Jamaica,  we  employ  the  blood  hound. 
The  oidy  doubt  I entertain  as  to  the  complete  suc- 
cess of  the  plan,  arises  from  the  apprehension  that 
the  quantity  of  good  land  south  of  the  28°  of  north 
latitude,  is  not  sufficient  to  induce  settlers  to  occu- 


py it ; north  of  that  degree,  the  country  is  generally 
equal  to  the  southern  counties  of  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama ; but  south  of  it,  the  good  land  is  confined  to 
a few  detached  spots  along  the  coast  on  both  sides  of 
the  peninsula;  and  fresh  water  can  rarely  be  obtain- 
ed on  the  gulf  coast  south  of  Charlotte’s  harbor, 
even  where  the. land  is  fit  for  cultivation.  Between 
the  mouth  of  the  Withlacoochee  and  Tampa  Bay, 
there  is  a considerable  body  of  excellent  land  ; there 
is  also  good  land  near  Tohap  Iiilaga;  and  between 
the  Ocklawaha  and  St.  Johns  rivers,  I have  no 
doubt  healthy  situations  for  stations  or  residences 
may  be  found;  and  as  to  the  country  north  of  the 
Withlacoochee,  it  is  quite  as  healthy  as  the  greater 
portion  of  the  western  and  southwestern  states ; and 
the  whole  seaboard  is  as  healthy  as  any  part  of  our 
Atlantic  seaboard  south  of  the  Delaware.  I would 
advise  that  the  planters  and  farmers  be  urged  to  re- 
turn to  the  plantations  and  farms  which  they  have 
abandoned,  and  that  the  whole  country  north  of 
Tampa  Bay  be  settled  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
coasts  of  Florida  afford  as  valuable  fisheries,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  extent,  as  the  banks  of  New  Found- 
land  ; and  thouuh  the  country  south  of  Tampa 
Bay  affords  but  little  inducement  to  the  cultivator,  a 
population  sufficient  to  confine  the  Indians  to  the 
interior  might  find  near  the  coast  abundant  support 
by  combining  fishing  with  cultivation.  A supply 
of  fresh  water  could  be  oblained  from  the  adjacent 
islands. 

The  posts  to  be  occupied  by  the  troops  must  de- 
pend, necessarily,  upon  the  number  and  position  of 
tlie  settlements.  There  should  always  be  a suffi- 
cient force  in  the  neighborhood  of  each  settlement 
to  serve  as  a rallying  point  to  the  settlers,  and  to 
unite  with  them  either  for  purposes  of  protection  or 
pursuit.  There  is  a small  body  of  good  land  on 
New  river,  also  on  the  Miami  river  near  Cape  Flori- 
da, which  was  occupied  previous  to  the  war.  Two 
or  three  hundred  inhabitants  might  support  them- 
selves comfortably  on  that  portion  of  the  territory. 
No  part  of  the  United  States  is  more  healthy.  A 
light-house  is  necessary  in  that  neighborhood  ; and 
so  valuable  is  the  commerce  that  passes  that  part  of 
the  coast,  and  so  numerous  the  wrecks  in  conse- 
quence of  the  difficulty  of  the  navigation,  that,  to 
protect  the  crews  and  property  cast  on  shore,  the 
country  should  be  settled,  and  military  posts  be  es- 
tablished on  New  river,  and  near  Cape  Florida. 

There  is  a body  of  excellent  land  near  Cape  Sa- 
ble, the  most  southerly  point  on  the  peninsula, 
which  would  support  several  hundred  inhabitants. 
This  it  would  be  highly  advantageous  to  occupy  as 
soon  as  possible.  A military  post  should  be  estab- 
lished and  maintained  at  the  cape.  Posts  will  be 
necessary  at  Indian  river  inlet,  at  the  head  of  In- 
dian river,  at  New  Smyrna,  and  at  one  or  two  other 
points  between  the  latter  post  and  St.  Augustine.  A 
post  should  be  established  at  Punta  Rosa,  south  of 
Tampa,  and  at  one  or  two  points  between  Tampa 
and  the  mouth  of  the  SuwamiPe  ; those  points  of 
course  to  be  determined  by  the  settlements  that  may 
be  made  on  or  near  the  coast.  The  posts  across  the 
country  from  the  gulf  to  the  Atlantic  should  not  be 
considered  permanent,  but  be  changed  as  the  settle- 
ments in  the  interior  be  advanced  to  the  south.  I 
have  read  the  letter  of  surgeon  general  Lawson,  and 
agree  with  him  generally  in  his  views.  As  to  the 
war  which  we  have  carried  on  in  Florida,  it  differs 
not  only  from  any  ever  before  waged  by  this  country, 
but  from  any  other  of  which  we  have  an  account  in 
history,  unless  the  Maroon  war  in  Jamaica  be  an 
exception.  The  object  has  been  and  is  now,  not  to 
beat  and  compel  the  enemy  to  make  peace,  but  to 
catch  them.  No  force  employed  against  them,  either 
in  the  former  or  present  Seminole  war,  no  rnattpr  by 
whom  commanded,  has  ever  been  able  to  catch 
them  ; and  my  decided  opinion  is,  if  they  ever  be 
caught,  it  must  be  with  their  own  consent ; and  that 
consent  will  hardly  be  given  until  they  find  the 
white  man  in  their  way.  Let  them  be  crowded  by 
settlers,  and  that  which  has  invariably  occurred 
throughout  the  whole  hislory  of  our  settlements  will 
occur  again  ; they  will  not  only  consent  to  remove, 
but  will  desire  it  as  the  greatest  benefit  the  nation 
can  confer  upon  them. 

With  high  consideration  and  respect, 

Y'our  obedient  servant, 

TIL  S.  JESUP. 

The  hon  Tho.  H.  Benton, 

Chairman  of  the  military  com.  of  the  senate. 

The  last  accounts  from  Florida,  received  by  way 
of  Savanna,  are  from  St.  Augustine  to  the  24th 
ultimo.  Capt.  Lloyd  J.  Beall,  of  the  dragoons,  cap- 
tured, on  the  24th  ultimo,  near  the  A-ho  pop-ka 
lake,  two  Indian  men,  and  two  boys  and  twelve 
women  and  children.  On  the  20th,  near  fort 
Brooke,  a party  of  five  Indians  fired  on  a wagoner 
while  with  his  team,  and  severely  wounded  him  in 
the  breast,  but  not  so  badly  as  to  prevent  his  escape. 


On  the  21st,  captain  Tompkins  catne  up  with  their 
camp  and  captured  their  camp  equipage;  the  In- 
dians effected  their  escape. 

Posts-,  we  understand,  are  to  be  re  established  at. 
fort  Pierce,  (Indian  river,)  fort  Lauderdale,  and. 
Key  Biscay  ne.  Active  preparations  are  making  for 
chat  purpose. 


PUBLIC  LANDS. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

The  official  table,  furnished  by  the  secretary  of  thee 
treasury,  upon  a call  made  by  the  senate,  at  the  in- 
stance of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  which  we  have 
the  pleasure  to  present  to  our  readers  to  day,  is  a/ 
most  interesting  document.  It  exhibits,  at  one  view,, 
the  amount  which  each  of  the  states  of  the  union/ 
would  have  received,  under  the  bill  for  distributing 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  Sands,  introduced’.' 
by  that  senator,  and  which  passed  both  houses  off 
congress  some  years  ago — discriminating  between 
the  additional  per  centage  allowed  to  the  new  states5. 
and  the  portions  which  were  assigned  to  all  the- 
members  of  the  confederacy,  in  common,  up  to  the- 
30th  of  September,  1838,  the  period  of  the  last  re- 
turns. 

It  is  impossible  to  inspect  this  table  without  feeL- 
ings  of  profound  regret,  on  account  of  the  arrest  off 
that  enlightened  measure,  and  the  manner  of  its  ar- 
rest. It  was  defeated  by  the  late  president  of  the- 
United  States  declining  to  return  the  bill  to  the- 
house  in  which  it  originated,  according  to  the  requi- 
sition of  the  constitution  in  such  case  made  and  pro- 
vided. That  was  a bold,  not  to  say  arbitrary  course,, 
which  we  hope  that  no  president  of  the  United  States 
will  hereafter  dare  to  pursue.  Had  the  bill  been  re- 
turned in  conformity  to  the  obvious  intention  of  the- 
constitution,  there  is  much  reason  to  believe  that  it 
might  have  obtained  the  sanction  required  by  the  con- 
stitution, and  thus  have  become  the  law  of  the  land. 
Who  can  venture  to*  describe,  in  adequate  terms,  the 
vast  benefits  which  would  have  resulted  from  the 
enactment  of  that  law  ? It  would,  in  the  first  place, 
have  settled,  on  a broad,  comprehensive,  and  states- 
manlike plan,  the  whole  question  of  tlie  public  do- 
main, comprising  all  that  is  situated  within  the  new 
states  and  territories,  and  reaching  beyond  the  Rocky 
mountains  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  Ay,  would  have 
settled  it  for  ages,  during  which  the  existing  and  yet 
unborn  states  of  this  vast  confederacy  would  have 
semi-annually  received,  in  equal  and  just  propor- 
tions, according  to  their  respective  federal  numbers, 
their  legitimate  share  of  a common  fund,  created  by 
their  joint  btsod  and  their  joint  treasure.  For,  al- 
though the  bill  was  limited  to  a prescribed  term  off 
years,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  its  beneficent  opera- 
tion would  have  secured  ils  perpetual  continuance. 
It  would,  in  the  next  place,  have  averted  all  those 
public  afflictions  which  have  sprung  from  a great 
surplus  in  the  public  treasury,  and  from  its  sudden, 
distribution  in  large  masses. 

The  operation  of  the  bill  was  to  have  commenced 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1833,  and  thereafter  the  fund 
was  to  have  been  semi-annually  paid  out  to  the 
states,  as  from  time  to  time  it  flowed  in.  Thus,  the 
money  coming  in  from  the  people,  as  the  considera- 
tion for  the  common  property  of  the  people,  would 
have  been  returned  to  them,  in  gradual  and  fructify- 
ing streams,  through  the  channels  of  their  respective 
states.  And  to  what  glorious  objects  of  physical  and 
intellectual  improvement  might  not  the  ample  fund 
have  been  dedicated  ? And  last,  though  not  least, 
what  imagination  is  sufficiently  strong  even  to  con- 
ceive the  cementing  influence  of  the  measure,  and 
its  invigorating  power  upon  the  destiny  and  duration 
ol  this  happy  union  ? This  was  the  patriotic  theme 
on  which  its  author  appeared  ever  to  dwell  with  the 
most  cordial  delight.  WTe  have  already  abundant 
reasons  and  motive  to  desire  the  perpetuity  of  ihis 
confederacy.  But,  if  to  these  we  could  supeiadd  the 
powerful  motive  of  a half-yearly  distribution,  among 
its  members,  of  the  great  and  growing  fund  arising 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  annual  sales  of  the  public 
domain,  which  of  them  would  ever  be  mad  enough 
to  think  of  dissolving  a connexion  fraught  with  such 
lasting  and  inestimable  benefits? 

What  the  amount  would  have  been  which  each 
state  should  have  received,  upon  this  plan,  during 
the  fiast  five  or  six  years,  may  be  seen  from  the  table 
which  we  now  publish.  What  will  be  the  increase 
of  that  amount  in  future  years  depends  upon  our 
rapidly  increasing  population.  We  know  that  it 
must  be  great,  though  it  baffles  all  calculation. 

Whilst  on  the  subject  of  the  public  domain,  we 
cannot  pass  by  the  oppoitunity  of  expressing  the 
gratification  that  we  have  derived  from  what  we 
consider  the  decisive  votes  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, within  the  two  last  days,  against  the  gradua- 
tion bill — an  ill-timed  measure,  which,  as  we  verily 
believe,  would  have  been  the  entering  wedge  to  the  ul- 
timate loss  of  this  great  national  property,  and  which 
moreover  contained  an  invidious  discrimination  be- 


875 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— FEB.  9,  1839— PUBLIC  LANDS. 


tween  the  residents  of  the  new  and  the  old  states  in 
their  right  to  purchase  the  public  lands  at  the  re- 
duced price  (or  which  the  bill  provided.  Some  of 
our  political  friends,  we  know,  favored  the  bill ; but 
they  will  not  take  it  amiss,  that,  on  this  question 
of  public  policy,  a great  question  independent  of  all 
party  considerations,  we  should  dilfer  from  them  in 
opinion. 

Retort  from  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  Jan.  17,  1839. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
senate  of  the  10th  instant,  directing  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  “ to  report  to  the  senate  the  propor- 
tion of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  which 
each  state  would  have  received  up  to  and  including 
the  first  of  January,  1S39,  under  the  bill  entitled  ‘An 
act  to  appropriate,  for  a limited  time,  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  landsof  the  United  States, 
and  for  granting  lands  to  certain  states,’  which  pas- 
sed both  houses  of  congress,  if  it  had  received  the 
approbation  of  the  president,”  I transmit  herewith 
a communication  received  from  the  commissioner 
of  the  general  land  office,  accompanied  by  a tabular 
statement,  which,  it  is  believed,  contains  the  infor- 
mation desired  up  to  to  the  latest  date  practicable. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

The  hon.  R.  M.  Johnson. 

President  of  the  senate. 

General  land  office.  Tan.  10,  1839. 
Sir:  Agreeably  toyour  request,  there  is  herewith 
submitted  a tabular  statement,  prepared  under  the 
resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  10th  instant,  show- 
ing the  proportion  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  which  each  state  would  have  received  up 
to  and  including  the  30th  September,  183S,  under 
the  bill  entitled  “ An  act  to  appropriate,  for  a limi- 
ted time,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for  granting  land  to 
certain  slates,”  which  pasced  both  houses  of  con- 
gress, if  it  had  received  the  approbation  of  the  pre- 
sident. 

The  resolution  calls  for  the  exhibition  of  the  pro- 
portion accruing  to  each  state  up  to  and  including 
the  1st  January,  1S39  ; but  inasmuch  as  the  ac- 
counts for  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  past  year  have 
been  as  yet  only  partially  rendered  by  the  receiv- 
ers of  public  moneys,  this  office  is  not  enabled  to 
bring 1 th  i exhibit  down  to  a later  period  than  30th 
September  last. 

With  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
JAS.  WHITCOMB,  commissioner. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Exhibit  of  the  proportion  of  the  nett  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  which  each  state 
would  have  received  up  to  and  including  the  30th 
of  September,  183S,  under  the  bill  entitled  “ An 
act  to  appropriate,  for  a limited  time,  the  pro- 
ceedsol  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  ofthe-United 
States,  and  for  granting  lands  to  certain  states;” 
the  expenses  incident  to  the  sale  of  the  lands,  and 
the  an:  lunt  of  the  two,  three,  and  live  per  cent, 
funds,  accruing  to  thp  several  states  under  com- 
pacts entered  into  with  them  on  their  admission 
into  the  union,  being  first  deducted. 


Twelve  and  a 

Total  amount  of 

half  per  cent. 

nett  proceeds 

on  the  nett 

that  would  have 

STATES. 

proceeds  of 

been  received  by 

Ohio, 

sales  in  each 
of  Ihe  states 
in  which  the 
public  lands 
are  situated. 

6ach  state. 

6554,182 

$4,557,932 

Indiana, 

1,182,404 

2,046,744 

Illinois, 

1,126.724 

1,797.551 

Missouri, 

559  793 

1,116.530 

Alabama. . 

845  334 

1,965  931 

Mississippi, 

1,201,199 

1.672,294 

Louisiana, 

248.319 

932,1 19 

Michigan, 

401,016 

•443,196 

Arkansas, 

96,818 

134,905 

Maine, 

1,705,206 

New  Hampshire, 

1,149.714 

Massachusetts, 

2,605,734 

Rhode  Island, 

414,897 

Connecticut, 

1,270  683 

Vermont, 

1,198,053 

New  Yori;, 

8,190,102 

New  Jersey, 

1 365.691 

Pennsylvania, 

5,751  697 

Delaware, 

322,003 

Maryland, 

1,732.475 

Virginia, 

4 369,107 

North  Carolina, 

2,730,979 

South  Carolina, 

1,942,432 

Georgia, 

1,834  794 

Tennessee, 

Kentucky, 

2,669,1 18 

2,654,502 

$6,215,788 

857,227,520 

Twelve  and  a half  per  cent,  on  the  nett 
proceeds  to  the  states  in  which  the  pub- 
lic lands  are  situated,  $6,215,783 

Nett  proceeds  that  would  have  been  divi- 
ded among  all  the  states,  51,011,732 

§57,227,520 


THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

In  the  last  “ Register”  we  published  certain  re- 
solutions submitted  by  Mr.  Tyler  to  the  house  of 
delegates  of  the  Virginia  legislature.  They  were, 
after  much  discussion,  modified  and  passed  on  Sat- 
urday the  261b  ult.,  as  follows  : 

1.  Resolved , That  the  public  lands  held  by  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  belong  in  common  to  all  the  states,  and  that 
each  and  all  are  entitled  to  participate  in  the  benefits 
derivable  therefrom.  (Passed  unanimously.) 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  amongst  the  solemn  duties  de- 
volved upon  the  congress  of  the  United  Stales,  “faith- 
fully and  bona  fide”  to  dispose  of  the  pubiic  lands  in 
such  manner  as  will  equally  enure  to  the  benefit  of  all 
the  states  who  may  now  be,  or  shall  hereafter,  become 
members  of  this  confederacy  : and  that  this  general  as- 
sembly deprecates  the  adoption  of  all  such  measures  by 
congress  as  shall  have  a contrary  tendency.  (Passed 
unanimously.) 

3.  Resolved,  That  whilst  this  general  assembly  views 
wiih  becoming  pride  the  rapid  growth  of  the  new  slates, 
and  would  do  nothing  to  check  their  advance  in  wealth 
and  power,  it  nevertheless  cannot  fail  to  perceive,  in  the 
bill  for  graduating  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  ami  some 
of  the  other  propositions  now  pending  before  congress, 
the  germ  of  measures  calculated  to  unsettle  the  condi- 
lions-on  which  the  public. lands  were  acquired  by  the 
U.  Siaifes,  and  greatly  to  impair  the  equality  of  benefits 
arising  from  the  same,  in  which  Virginia,  in  common 
wi  ll  all  the  states,  is  justly  entitled  to  participate. 
(Ayes  114,  noes  13.) 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  lands  which  were  ceded  by 
the  several  states  to  the  U.  S.,  were  ceded  in  trust  for 
the  common  benefit  of  all  the  states;  and  this  general 
assembly  doth  earnestly  urge  upon  congress  the  speedy 
adoption  of  some  equitable  plan  for  the  distribution  of 
the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  thereof  among  the  states. 
(Ayes  77,  noes  49.) 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  lands  acquired  by  the  U.  S.,  by 
purchase,  are  held  in  trust,  for  the  common  benefit  of  all 
the  states;  and  this  general  assembly  doth  declare  the 
opinion,  that  the  most  just  and  equitable  plan  for  dis- 
posing of  the  nett  proceeds  of  tho  sales  thereof,  is  by 
distributing  the  same  in  just  proportions  among  all  the 
states.  (Ayes  76,  noes  52.) 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  pi  inciples  of  justice  and  equali- 
ty require  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
should  account  with  such  of- the  stf.tes  as  have  received 
no  appropriation  from  the  public  lands,  or  of  money 
arising  from  the  sales  thereof,  in  such  manner  as  will 
place  said  states  on  an  equal  footing  in  this  respect  with 
the  states  that  have  received  appropriations.  (Ayes  72, 
hoes  49.) 

7.  Resolved,  nevertheless,  That,  by  the  foregoing  reso- 
lutions, urging  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  this  general  assembly  doth 
not  mean,  in  any  event,  to  infringe  or  disturb  the  act  of 
congress,  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  for  the  settlement  of 
the  Tariff,  commonly  called  the  compromise  act;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  it  hereby  declares  and  resolves,  that 
the  said  compromise  act  should  he  held  sacred  and  in- 
violate. (Ayes  83,  noes  35.) 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  commonwealth 
transmit  the  foregoing  report  and  resolutions  to  each  of 
the  senators  and  representatives  in  congress  from  this 
state,  with  a request  that  the  same  be  laid  before  the 
two  houses  of  congress. 

9.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  com- 
municate a copy  of  said  preamble  and  resolutions  to 
tiic  executive  of  each  stale  in  this  union,  with  a request 
to  submit  the  same  to  their  respective  legislatures. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

From  ihe  Richmond  Enquirer. 

An  appear  to  the  people.  The  committee 
appointed  under  the  resolution  of  the  late  meeting 
of  the  members  of  the  general  assembly,  friends  of 
the  present  administration,  have,  according  to  or- 
der. had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  res- 
pectfully submit  the  following  report  and  resolu- 
tions. 

WM.  SMITH, 

N.  E.  VENABLE, 

JOS.  S WATKINS, 
JOHN  WOOLFOLK. 

Note.  Mr.  John  T.  Anderson  was  one  of  the 
committee  to  prepare  the  address  and  resolutions, 
and  assented  to  the  same. 

To  the  democratic  republicans  of  Virginia  : 

It  is  known  to  you,  fellow-citizens,  that  ever 
since  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  you 
have  had  to  encounter  an  insidious,  active,  and  un- 
tiring foe.  This  foe,  composed  in  part  of  those 
who  disbelieve  the  capacity  of  freemen  to  govern 
themselves,  and  who  deem  a privileged  and  irre- 
sponsible class  essential  to  the  stability  of  all  good 
government,  you  have  often  encountered  and  re- 


peatedly overthrown.  But,  undismayed  by  dis- 
aster, and  unconquered  by  defeat,  your  enemy  is 
again  preparing  lor  the  coming  struggle.  With 
shouts  of  encouragement,  swelling  with  the  breeze, 
they  urge  forward  to  the  struggle,  and  exclaim — 

“ What  though  former  fields  have  been  lost? 

All  is  not  lost!  The  unconquerable  will, 

And  study  of  revenge — immortal  hate — 

And  courage  never  to  submit  or  yield,” 
is  ours. 

In  this  spirit,  fellow-citizens,  our  political  adver- 
saries are  preparing  for  the  spring  election.  Led 
by  choice,  or  driven  by  necessity,  to  sustain  that 
obnoxious  politician,  Henry  'Clay,  they  seek  to 
withhold  from  your  view  that  his  election  to  the 
presidency  would  necessarily  involve  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  a national  bank  and  a revival  of  the 
tariff  policy.  Madly  seeking  victory,  they  have 
elsewhere  allied  themselves  to  the  dark  spirit  of 
abolition,  a demon  more  malignant  than  he  “who 
first  seduced  the  mother  of  mankind.”  Stimulated 
by  the  bope.of  fixed  and  irreconcileable  differences 
among  yourselves,  they  appear  determined  to  re- 
frain from  no  effort,  and  refuse  no  measure  that 
will  tend  to  that  result,  for  which  they  have  so 
often  struggled,  but  so  often  in  vain. 

Under  these  imposing  circumstances,  should  you 
not  be  up  and  doing?  Will  you  put  forth  no  effort 
to  sustain  yourselves — no  effort  to  overcome  those 
over  vC-hotn  you  have  so  often  triumphed  ? 

Under  a profound  conviction  of  the  deep  impor- 
tance of  the  present  crisis,  your  republican  fellow- 
citizens  of  the  general  assembly  have  deemed  it 
wise  to  recommend  a convention  of  the  friends  of 
the  present  administration,  to  meet  at  the  capitol, 
in  the  city  of  Richmond,  to  consider  of  the  best 
means  to  restore  our  ancient  harmony,  and  to  ad- 
vance the  great  principles  of  free  government; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a convention  of  the  republican  party 
of  Virginia  do  assemble  at  the  capitol,  in  this  city,  on 
the  3d  Monday  of  March  next. 

Resolved,  That  each  county,  town,  and  borough  of 
this  commonwealth,  be  requested  to  appoint  one  or 
more  delegates  to  unite  with  the  present  republican 
members  of  the  general  assembly  in  forming  such  con- 
vention, especially  those  counties,  towns,  or  boroughs 
winch  are  not  now  represented  in  the  general  assembly 
by  republicans. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  republi- 
cans of  the  state,  where  it  is  found  inconvenient  to 
send  delegates,  to  appoint  a proxy  or  proxies  to  repre- 
sent them  in  the  said  convention. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  republican  members  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly  will  heartily  aid  in  promoting  the  objects 
of  the  proposed  convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  editor  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer 
and  oilier  republican  papers  in  this  state,  are  requested 
to  publish  the  address  and  resolutions  adopted  by  this 
meeting. 

These  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  the  blank 
in  the  first  resolution  filled,  by  an  adjourned  meet- 
ing of  the  republican  members  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, in  the  senate  chamber,  on  Tue«day  night, 
the  29th  instant,  Mr.  Opie,  of  the  senate,  in  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Yen-able,  of  the  house  of  delegates, 
secretary.  The  roll  was  called,  and  about  sixty 
members  appeared  in  person  or  by  proxy. 

From  ihe  Richmond  Enquirer. 

We  lay  the  preceding  address  before  the  repub- 
licans of  Virginia  with  unbounded  satisfaction.  It 
is  time  indeed  to  be  “ up  and  doing.”  It  is  time  to 
arouse  the  democracy  of  the  land  ; to  reorganize 
our  party  ; to  call  forth  tile  people  ; to  dissipate  the 
jarring  elements  of  division  ; to  extinguish  the 
torch  of  discord,  if  possible  ; or,  if  some  few  will 
not  reunite,  to  rally  together  all  the  good  men  and 
the  true,  and  march  forth  in  battle  array,  with  clo- 
sed shields,  to  combat  the  enemies  of  the  republican 
party,  the  friends  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  the  advocates  of 
a national  bank.  It  is  hoped  that  the  appeal  of  the 
republican  members  of  the  legislature  will  not  be 
in  vain,  and  that  the  democracy  will  turn  out  and 
appoint  their  delegates  to  attend  the  convention. 

An  effort  is  about  to  be  made  to  reunite  the  party. 
The  call  is  made  upon  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion only.  Any  man  who  prefers  a whig  candidate 
to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  or  who  is  not  disposed  to  lend 
a liberal  rapport  to  the  present  administration,  had 
better  join  the  whig  ranks  at  once,  for  the  preceding 
invitation  is,  of  course,  not  addressed  to  him.  The 
address  is  intended  not  for  enemies;  but  for  friends, 
for  those  who  are  the  friends  of  the  administration, 
whatever  may  be  their  opinions  on  the  sub-treasu- 
ry question.  We  understand  enough  of  the  temper 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  republicans  who  send 
forth  this  address,  to  believe  that  such  is  the  libe- 
ral spirit  in  which  they  address  their  countrymen. 
They  address  themselves  to  the  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration— to  those  who  are  disposed  to  co-ope- 
rate with  them  in  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Van  BureD, 
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and  in  the  exclusion  of  a whig  candidate  from  the 
presidential  chair. 

The  convention  has  other  objects  to  promote. 
We  wish  to  animate  and  confirm  our  friends,  and 
convince  them  of  the  importance  of  the-present 
crisis — to  consult  together  for  the  protection  of 
southern  interests,  now  menaced  by  northern  fanat- 
icism— to  bring  out  our  strong  men  in  all  the  coun- 
ties, and  secure  concert  ofaction — to  reiterate  and 
vindicate  our  great  principles — to  counteract  the 
designs  of  our  political  opponents,  who  predicate 
their  success  upon  fomenting  our  family  quarrels, 
and  to  agree  upon  the  measures  which,  if  boldly  and 
vigorously  pursued,  will  ensure  us  a decisive  and 
glorious  triumph.  In  these  designs  have  they  not 
a right  to  expect  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  re- 
publicans throughout  Virginia  ? Would  it  not  be 
an  insult  to  their  patriotism  and  intelligence  to 
dwell  on  these  great  objects,  with  the  vie  w of  recon- 
ciling them  to  the  measure  which  our  friends  in  the 
general  assembly  have  adopted? 

SWARTWOUT  DEFALCATIONS. 

Letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  reply  to  a 

resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  31s? 

ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  defalcation  of  Samuel 

Swartwout. 

Treasunj  department, 

January  7,  1839. 

Sir  : The  following  report  is  submitted  in  reply 
to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  adopt- 
ed on  the  31st  ultimo. 

Respecting  the  first  inquiry,  as  to  the  causes  why 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  could  not  ascertain  the 
defalcation  of  the  late  collector  of  New  York  when 
it  first  commenced,  in  A.  D.  1830,  and  at  subse- 
quent periods,  I would  state,  that  an  explanation 
concerning  them  has  been  given,  at  some  length,  in 
the  special  report  recently  presented  to  congress. 
One  of  these  causes  was,  that,  by  the  existing  laws, 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  government  are  intend- 
ed, and  are  organized,  with  a viewto  detect  defaults, 
and  not  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
The  other  was,  that  “ the  weekly  and  monthly  re- 
turns,” with  the  records  referred  to  as  being  in  the 
secretary’s  office,  are  not  required  by  any  law  for 
the  discovery  of  defaults.  They  have  been  volun- 
tarily directed  by  the  department  in  order  to  have 
at  command  information  which  may  often  be  useful 
to  itself  and  congress  for  various  objects  connected 
with  commerce  and  the  finances.  If  these  returns, 
however,  are  truly  made,  they  would,  in  the  event 
of  a considerable  default,  excite  suspicion  with  the. 
secretary,  and,  on  further  inquiries  elsewhere,  a de- 
tection might  take  place.  But,  in  the  case  ot  the 
late  collector  of  New  York,  as  shown  in  the  special 
report  before  mentioned,  these  returns  appear,  dur- 
ing the  whole  period,  to  have  concealed,  by  means 
of°fraud  and  falsehood,  the  true  state  of  the  collec- 
tor’s accounts,  and,  consequently,  to  have  thus  pre- 
vented any  apprehension  of  wrong.  For  fuller  ex- 
planations on  this  point,  reference  is  made  to  that 
special  report. 

The  resolution  next  calls  for  a copy  of  the  cir- 
cular of  November,  1835.  It  is  annexed. 

That  circular  contained  no  new  instructions,  but, 
like  a similar  one  in  1818,  was  designed  to  present 
a recapitulation,  or  condensation,  ot  the  substance 
of  several  circulars  which  had  b^en  issued  in  former 
years.  Some  of  these,  it  was  supposed,  had  been 
lost,  by  time  or  accident,  at  a few  of  the  ports,  and 
others  overlooked.  It  was,  therefore,  considered 
useful  to  recall  the  attention  of  all  collectors  in  the 
United  States  to  (he  contents  of  the  whole  of  them. 
The  resolution  further  requests  copies  of  all  the  re- 
turns made  by  the  collectors  of  New  York,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  circular;  but  those  returns  are  so 
numerous  on  the  files  of  this  and  the  register’s  of- 
fice, that  to  copy  them  would  require,  for  several 
months,  all  the  clerical  force  that  could  be  spared 
from  the  current  business  of  the  two  offices.  Pre- 
suming that  the  house  of  representatives  was  not 
aware  of  this  when  the  resolution  passed,  I have 
proceeded  to  report  on  the  other  parts  of  it  without 
delay,  and  shall  postpone  the  making  of  those  copies 
till  the  wish  of  the  house  is  signified  in  respect  to 
them,  after  a knowledge  of  the  facts  just  mentioned. 
A letter  from  the  register  on  this  subject  is  annex- 
ed. Another  ihquiry  relates  to  the  discontinuance 
of  a practice  to  enter  on  the  books  ol  this  office  the 
sums  named  in  the  quarterly  accounts  received  by 
the  first  auditor. 

It  appears  from  the  statement  of  the  recent  acting 
auditor,  that  the  hejid  of  that  office,  or  his  clerks, 
have  omitted  to  send  those  accounts  to  this  office  to 
be  entered,  since  November,  1835.  The  cause  of 
this  omission  is  stated  in  that  office  to  have  been 
an  inconvenient  detention  of  them  here.  But  as 
the  entries  here  were  not  required  by  any  act  of 
congress,  were  seldom  or  never  used,  and  the  rea- 
son for  making  them  was  not  known,  (since  the 


amounts  in  them,  when  desired,  could  always  be 
ascertained  by  going  to  the  auditor’s  room,)  the 
omission  to  continue  the  entries  w as  not  deemed  ma- 
terial by  the  clerk  having  charge  of  them,  and  was 
never  reported  to  the  head  of  the  department.  I 
cannot  now  discern  that  any  practice  ever  existed 
in  this  office  to  make  periodical  or  other  compari- 
sons between  the  weekly  returns  and  those  entries, 
while  they  were  continued.  Some  of  the  clerks  in- 
quired of  on  this  subject,  have  been  here  more  than 
twenty  years,  and  never  knew  one  to  prevail.  Nor 
can  any  regulation  or  circular  be  found  alluding  to 
such  a practice.  On  the  contrary,  my  own  usage 
always  has  been  to  examine,  personally,  when  re- 
ceived, every  weekly  or  monthly  return;  and,  if 
any  thing  suspicious  appeared  on  its  face,  then  to 
institute  such  an  inquiry  in  the  accounting  offices, 
concerning  the  balances  returned'  and  adjusted 
there,  or  in  the  collector’s  and  receiver’s  offices, 
concerning  the  funds  on  hand,  as  the  nature  of  the 
doubt  or  apprehension  might  seem  to  require,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  real  state  of  the  case.  I pre- 
sume that  a similar  practice  was  pursued  by  my 
predecessors,  except  that  in  some  cases  this  exami- 
nation may  have  been  made  by  an  appropriate  clerk 
rather  than  in  person.  But  when,  in  November 
last,  the  acting  auditor  suggested  that  the  continu- 
ance to  make  those  entries,  and  the  institution  of  a 
regular  comparison  between  their  amounts  and  the 
weekly  returns  might  be  useful  in  detecting  de- 
faults, I felt  disposed  to  leave  nothing  undone  which 
might  possibly  be  beneficial  in  that  respect.  For 
this  reason,  therefore,  though,  from  my  own  ex- 
perience, and  the  statement  of  the  comptroller  and 
solicitor  in  the  special  report,  such  a practice  would 
seldom  be  likely  to  lead  to  any  discovery  of  such 
defaults  as  that  of  the  recent  collector  at  New  York, 
I deemed  it  expedient,  among  other  precautions, 
till  congress  should  establish  more  efficient  safe- 
gaurds,  to  require  the  first  auditor  to  make  returns 
each  week  of  the  balances  of  the  different  accounts 
rendered  to  him  for  settlement,  and  also  of  the  ba 
lances  each  week  found  to  be  actually  due.  The 
clerk  having  charge  of  the  weekly  and  monthly  re- 
turns, was  then  directed  to  make  a comparison  of 
the  proper  one  with  those  balances,  and  report  to 
me  any  suspicious  difference,  in  order  that,  in  such 
case,  further  suitable  inquiry  might  be  instituted. 
This  might  sometimes  lead  to  a detection.  But 
any  information  thus  obtained,  must,  in  general,  be 
very  unsatisfactory  and  conjectural,  independent  of 
the  results  of  the  actual  settlement  by  the  account- 
ins:  officers,  and  of  the  check  at  the  large  ports  by 
the  naval  officer,  because  the  account,  as  rendered, 
is  seldom  adjusted  for  the  same  amount ; the  account 
as  settled,  is  often  closed  with  suspended  claims 
and  vouchers  of  many  thousand  dollars,  not  at  first 
allowed:  the  vouchers  and  accounts  rnay  be  falsi- 
fied as  well  as  the  weekly  returns  ; and,  if  not  so, 
the  comparison  must  take  place  in  the  accounts 
from  the  large  ports,  generally  from  three  to  five 
months  after  the  weekly  returns  relating  to  them 
are  made;  three  months  being  now  given  by  law  to 
prepare  their  accounts  for  settlement,  and  two 
months  more  being  often  occupied  before  a settle- 
ment is  completed. 

In  answer  to  the  next  request,  for  my  opinion 
whether  the  late  naval  officer  at  New  York  could 
have  detected  the  recent  default  there  had  he  per- 
formed hi-!  duty  as  the  law  requires,  I would  state, 
that  he  probably  might  have  discovered  some  parts 
of  it,  but  not  the  whole. 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that  a former 
comptroller  put  a construction  on  the  requirements 
of  the  law’,  as  to  the  dulies  of  the  naval  officer,  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  is  now  put;  and,  as  long 
ago  as  1821,  by  a circular,  gave  instructions  that 
the  certificate  of  the  naval  officer  was  not  required 
to  the  correctness  of  a certain  class  of  expenditures. 
This  opened  a door  for  the  escape  from  detection,  of 
various  speculations,  if  attempted,  and  especially  at 
such  a port  as  New  York,  where  the  vast  extent  of 
the  business  must  render  it  very  difficult  for  the. 
naval  officer,  without  an  increased  number  of  clerks, 
to  perform  all  his  duties  with  promptitude  and  effi- 
ciency. But  that  circular  has  been  recently  re- 
pealed. A copy  of  it  may  be  seen  in  a report  to  the 
house  of  representatives  on  the  4th  instant,  in  com- 
pliance with  another  of  its  resolutions. 

The  last  request  is,  for  copies  of  any  correspon- 
dence with  William  M.  Price  concerning  the  official 
bonds  of  the  late  collectoratNew  York,  with  copies 
of  the  bonds  themselves.  So  far  as  any  such  corres- 
pondence has  been  found,  copies  of  it  are  annexed; 
as  are  also  copies  of  the  bonds. 

Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Hon.  James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  reps.  U.  S. 


STATE  OF  THE  TREASURY  AND  EXPEN- 
DITURES OF  GOVERNMENT. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  January  24,  1839 — 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 

means.,  submitted  the  following  report  on  the  state 

of  the  treasury  and  the  expenditures  of  govern- 
ment. 

By  the  63d  rule  of  the  house  of  representatives,  it 
is  made  the  duty  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  to  “ inquire  into  the  stale  of  the  revenue  and 
of  the  expenditure,  and  to  report,  from  time  to  time, 
their  opinion  thereon.”  The  condition  of  our  finan- 
ces renders  the  discharge  of  this  duty  particularly 
necessary  at  the  present  time.  Our  extraordinary 
expenditures  have,  wilhin  a few  years,  been  una- 
voidably large,  and  our  revenue  has  rapidly  declined 
since  1836.  In  that  year  our  income  from  customs 
and  lands  W’as  more  than  forty-eight  millions;  in 
1837  (including  the  postponed  bonds)  it  was  about 
twenty-four  millions  ; and  lor  the  past  year  (deduct- 
ing the  postponed  bonds)  about  fourteen  millions 
and  a half.  The  revival  of  trade  will  increase  the 
revenue  both  from  customs  and  lands,  and,  notwith- 
standing the  progressive  reduction  in  our  tariff,  it 
will  probably  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  an 
economical  administration  of  our  government.  We 
have,  however,  no  just  reason  to  anticipate  such  an 
excess  of  revenue  as  to  warrant  a continuance  of 
extravagant  expenditures  ; and  the  present  reduced 
state  of  the  treasury  affords  a proper  occasion  to  in- 
quire what  branches  of  these  have  been  unnecessa- 
rily increased,  and  to  endeavor  to  restore  the  aggre- 
gregate  expense  of  the  federal  government  to  the 
economical  basis  contemplated  by  the  act  of  the  2d 
March,  1833,  and  corresponding  with  the  maximum 
duly  of  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem  after  June,  1842, 
proposed  by  that  act. 

Our  federal  expenditures  have  been  rapidly, 
though  irregularly,  increasing,  from  1798  to  the 
present  time.  The  fluctuations  appear  to  have  been 
simultaneous  with  an  increasing  or  decreasing  re- 
venue— an  overflowing  treasury  uniformly  piodu- 
cing  a sudden  augmentation  of  our  appropriations. 
Independent,  however,  of  such  occasional  extrava- 
gance, it  was  natural  to  anticipate,  especially  in  the 
first  half  century  of  its  existence,  a steady  increase 
in  the  civil,  military  and  naval  expenditures  of  a 
government  which  had  no  such  establishments  at  its 
origin  ; and  particularly  in  a country  which  has,  in 
so  short  a period,  doubled  the  number  of  states  in 
the  confederacy,  enlarged  its  boundary  of  settle- 
ment to  near  five  times  its  extent  in  1790,  increased 
its  population  from  less  than  four  to  near  seventeen 
millions,  and  extended  its  post  routes  from  1,875  to 
near  135,000  miles. 

But  while  a considerable  incre’ase  of  cur  expendi- 
tures for  purposes  strictly  national — for  the  common 
defence  and  common  government  of  a rapidly  grow- 
ing and  now  enlarged  confederacy — may  be  satis- 
factorily accounted  lor,  if  not  entirely  justified  by 
the  circumstances,  other  expenditures,  foreign  as 
your  committee  believe,  to  the  original  design  ol  the 
constitution,  have  arisen  through  a departure  from 
the  principle  of  taxation  by  which  our  union  was 
governed  for  nearly  thirty  years.  Prior  to  the  late 
war  with  Great  Biitain,  our  tariffs  were  revised  and 
our  taxes  levied  to  supply  the  actual  wants  of  go- 
vernment, however  they  might  operate,  incidentally, 
on  the  internal  industry  of  the  country.  It  was 
never  then  designed  to  raise  more  revenue  than  was 
actually  necessary  to  supply  our  federal  wants. 
During  the  W’ar,  large  investments  were  made  by- 
cur  capitalists  in  manufactures;  and  when  it  was 
over,  the  principle  of  our  revenue  laws  was  entirely 
reversed.  Our  taxes  were  no  longer  graduated  by 
the  wants  of  government,  but  by  the  demands  of 
our  capitalists  for  protection ; thus  substituting  the 
incident  for  the  principal.  Our  tariffs  were  revised 
without  any  regard  to  the  condition  of  our  finances, 
and  a broad  foundation  w as  laid  for  a redundant  re- 
venue. The  consequence  was  a rapid  extinguish- 
ment of  a public  debt,  funded  and  unfunded,  ot  one 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  Anticipating 
this  redemption,  appropriations  in  every  branch  of 
the  public  service  were  increased,  and  still  more  ex- 
tensively to  absorb  a prospective  surplus,  new  ob- 
jects of  expenditure  were  sought  for,  which  had 
been  before  considered  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
states-  Surveys  were  authorised,  laying  the  foun- 
dation for  a federal  system  of  roads,  canals,  harbors, 
and  other  improvements,  sufficient  to  exhaust  any 
surplus  which  might  possibly  occur.  Extravagance 
was  deemed  patriotic,  as  designed  to  perpetuate 
protection  to  manufactures.  The  one  was  indispen- 
sable to  the  other,  and,  for  a time,  the  rights  of  the 
tax-payer  were  wholly  disregarded. 

This  attempt  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the 
states,  and  to  enlarge  federal  jurisdiction,  expendi- 
ture ami  patronage,  was  partially  arrested  at  an  ear- 
ly stage,  by  leaving  to  the  states  the  exclusive  and 
constitutional  control  over  their  roads  and  canals. 
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But  there  stiff  remained  other  expenditures,  which 
will  be  noticed  hereafter,  equally  foreign,  ns  the 
committee  think,  to  the  legitimate  duties  of  a con- 
federated government.  But  notwithstanding  these, 
the  extravagant  tendency  of  a surplus,  and  the  rapid 
redemption  of  our  public  debt,  we  have  been  al- 
ready compelled  to  deposite  eight  and  twenty  mil- 
lions with  the  states.  Fortunately,  however,  this 
association  of  protection,  surplus,  and  extravagance, 
is  no  longer  the  policy  of  our  government.  Both 
houses,  by  overwhelming  majorities,  revived  our  an- 
cient principle  of  revenue  in  the  act  of  2d  of  March, 
1333.  The  fourth  clause  of  the  3d  section  of  that 
act  provides  that  after  the  30th  of  June,  13-12,  “ du- 
ties shall  be  laid  for  the  purpose  of  raising  such 
revenue  as  may  be  necessary  to  an  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  government.”  Believing,  as  the 
committee  do,  that  no  other  policy  can  be  perma- 
nently sustained  in  a confederacy  of  independent 
states,  they  deem  it  expedient  to  examine  our  ex- 
enditures  in  detail,  to  ascertain  what  reforms  can 
e introduced  to  bring  them  down  to  the  economical 
standard  permanently  contemplated  by  the  act  of 
1838. 

Before  noticing  the  permanent  expenditures  of 
the  government,  it  is  proper  to  advert  to  those  of  an 
occasional  or  temporary  character,  which  have  ve- 
ry largely  and  unavoidably  increased  the  amount  of 
our  annual  appropriations  for  a few  years  past  ; 
these  are  in  the  Indian  branch  oftlie  public  service. 
The  expenditures  for  Indian  lands  and  wars  have 
amounted,  within  a few  years  past,  to  about  fifty 
millions  of  dollars.  The  purchase  of  their  lands, 
and  the  removal  of  the  Indians  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippi, were  unavoidably  connected  with  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  however  it  might  affect  the 
various  tribes.  It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  their 
condition  has  been  ameliorated  by  removal.  The 
addition  of  thirteen  new  states  to  the  union,  embra- 
cing within  their  boundaries  most  of  these  tribes, 
made  it  necessary,  especially  in  latter  years,  to  pur- 
chase their  lands,  in  order  to  advance  civilization  ; 
to  remove  obvious  obstructions  to  the  settlement 
and  cultivation  of  the  country  ; to  prevent  collision, 
and  to  preserve  the  lives  and  property  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  our  states  and  territories  from  Indian  dep- 
redations. These  purchases  have  also  been  found- 
ed, almost  exclusively,  upon  compacts  formed  with 
some  states  more  than  31) years  ago  ; on  our  implied 
obligations  to  other  states  ; and  on  resolutions 
and  appropriations  by  both  houses  of  congress,  ex- 
tending through  eve-y  administration  of  the  gov- 
ernment. They  were,  moreover,  justifiable  on 
mere  financial  grounds.  By  referring  to  the  docu- 
ments annexed,  it  will  be  seen  that  we  have  acqui- 
red by  Indian  treaties,  since  the  4th  of  March,  1829, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  millions  of  acres. — 
There  now  remain,  of  unbuught  Indians  lands,  less, 
than  thirty-five  millions  of  acres.  No  extraordina- 
ry expenditure  can,  therefore,  be  hereafter  antici- 
pated lor  this  object ; nor  is  it  probable  that  there 
will  be  such  extravagant  demands  upon  the  treas- 
ury for  Indian  wars,  owing  to  the  removal  of  almost 
all  the  tribes,  and  to  a change  in  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions in  Florida,  but  principally  to  the  recent  in- 
crease of  the  army.  One-half  of  the  amount  expen- 
ded in  these  wars  has  undoubtedly  arisen  from  the 
extraordinary  expenses  arising  from  suddenly  call- 
ing into  the  field  numerous  bodies  of  militia  and 
volunteers,  which  we  were  obliged  to  do  in  conse- 
quence of  the  inadequate  force  of  the  regular  army. 
The  increase  of  that  force  will  enable  government, 
in  some  degree,  to  dispense  with  these  calls  in  fu- 
ture ; and  many  millions  in  our  annual  expenditures 
will  be  saved  by  preventing  Indian  depredations, 
and  promptly  suppressing  them  when  they  may 
occur. 

Owing  to  appropriations  of  the  character  referred 
to,  and  to  others  which  will  be  noticed,  there  is  a very 
considerable  apparent  increase  of  the  federal  expen- 
ditures in  the  last  ten  years.  The  appropriations  for 
1833,  including  those  under  permanent  acts, amoun- 
ted to  about  thirty-eight  millions  of  dollars.  In  com- 

Iiaring  these  with  the  expenditures  in  IS29,  the  fol- 
owing  items  will  be  found  in  the  former  which 
were  not  in  the  latter,  viz: 

For  preventing  and  suppres- 
sing Indian  hostilities  $1,000,000 
The  same,  and  for  the 

Cherokee  treaty  C, 740, 000 
Removal  of  Indians, 
annuities,  &c.  $3,060,000 
Do.  do.  iu  1829, 

only  420,000 

2,640,000 

$10,380,000 

For  appropriations  for  the  post  office, 
not  embraced  in  any  bill  until  and 
since  1836,  as  these  expenses  are 
paid  out  of  the  postages,  $4,360,001 


For  the  protection  of  the  northern  fron- 
tier 625,000 

For  a nominal  item  in  the  navy  appro- 
priation bill,  being  a mere  transfer  of 
an  unexpended  appropriation  for  the 
gradual  improvement  of  the  navy  to 
the  years  1839,  and  1S40  1,500,000 


17,065,000 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  almost 
every  branch  of  expenditure,  but  princi- 
pally in  the  following  : 

The  appropriations  for  pen- 
sions in  1838,  were  $2;053,500 
Do.  do.  under 
permanent  acts,  . 1,350,000 

3,40S,500 

Total  expenditures 
in  1829,  revolu- 
tionary, $764,492 

Do.  do.  do.  other,  185,102 

949,594 

2,45S,906 

Harbors,  Etc.,  appropriations 

in  1838  1,535,000 

Expenditures  in  1829,  505,000 

1,030,000 

Congressional  expenses,  ap- 
propriations in  1838,  ow- 
ing, in  part,  to  tile  long  ses- 
sion 9S2,000 

Expenditures  in  1829,  467,000 

515,000 

Light  houses,  appropriations 

iu  1838  663,000 

Expenditures  in  1829,  291,500 

— ; 371,500 

In  executive,  territorial,  judicial  and 

miscellaneous  expenditures,  SS(),000 


$22,320,406 


Our  naval  and  military  expenses  have  been  grea- 
ter since  1829  ; the  former  owing,  in  part,  to  the  un- 
certainty, at  one  time,  of  our  relations  with  France, 
and  tlie  latter  to  Indian  wars.  But  our  expendi- 
tures have,  been,  since  then,  increased  in  every 
branch  by  an  augmentation  of  the  amount  of  com- 
mercial credit,  which  adds  to  the  cost  of  ail  our 
supplies. 

In  examining  into  our  expenditures,  there  will 
be  found,  in  many  of  them  much  abuse  requiring 
reform.  Two  brandies  do  not  come  annually  under 
tlie  consideration  ofcongress — the  expenditures  (or 
the  post  office  service,  and  the  expenses  of  collect- 
ing our  revenue.  The  former  not  being  a charge 
upon  the  public  treasury,  (except  for  tlie  expenses 
of  the  general  post  office,)  are  regulated  by  the  in- 
come from  postages,  whicli  are  annually  increasing 
the  number  of  our  routes  and  tlie  frequency  of  the 
transportation  of  the  mails.  Of  the  immense  in- 
crease in  this  branch  of  the  public  service,  some 
idea  may  be  formed  from  tlie  increase  in  the  trans- 
portation  of  the  mails.  It  was  not,  probably,  more 
than  100,000  miles  in  1790;  845, 46S  in  1793;  as 
late  as  1803  it  was  but  3,504,S00  ; it  is  now  34,- 
5S0.202  miles.  Though  not  a charge  upon  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  we  are  bound,  as  tlie  trustee  of  the 
fund,  to  see  that  it  is  administered  with  economy, 
in  order  that  our  mail  routes  may  be  extended  to 
the  remotest  quarters  of  tlie  union.  It  has  been  ac- 
cordingly, the  subject  of  investigation  : tlie  de- 
partment lias  been  reorganized,  and  is  believed  now 
to  be  well  administered.  There  is  charged  upon 
this  fund,  for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  $5,- 
100,000.  If  it  is  designed  that  this  important  estab- 
lishment should  support  itself,  (here  seems  to  be  no 
reason  for  discriminating  bet  ween  the  expenditures 
for  the  offices  throughout  the  union  and  of  the  gene- 
ral post  office,  by  charging  tlie  former  upon  tile  fund 
of  the  department,  and  the  latter  upon  the  treasury. 

The  expense  of  collecting  our  revenue  from  cus- 
toms amounted,  in  tlie  first  ten  years  after  17S9,  to 
about  $293,000  annually  ; for  the  last  10,  ending  31st 
December,  1837,  to  $1,232,000  ; it  is  now  about  a 
million  and  a half.  By  referring  to  the  table  of  ton- 
nage, it  will  be  seen,  that  tlie  amount  oftoiniage  en- 
'.er°d  from  abroad  has  increased  from  605,000  ions  in 
1790  to  2,065,090  tons  in  1837.  Tlie  expenses  ol'oo1- 
lecting  tlie  revenue  was  in  1829,  $1,013,000  and  in 
1837,  $1,492,000.  Tlie  tonnage  entered  from  abroad 
was  1,003,000  in  1829,  and  2,065,090  tons  in  1837. 
The  annual  amount  of  revenue  is  no  criterion  of  tlie 
expense  of  collection  ; because,  although  we  have 
relinquished  tlie  duty  on  more  than  half  of  our  im- 
portations, (he  great  increase  in  this  branch  of  trade 
creates  a necessity  for  an  increased  number  of  in- 
spectors. We  have  also,  of  late  years,  introduced 
many  very  complicated  piovisions  in  our  tariff'  laws, 
and  added  to  the  expense  of  collection.  But,  a part 


of  this  increase  is  owing  to  t he  neglect  of  congress 
in  riot  limiting,  from  time  to  time,  tlie  number  of 
officers  to  be  employed  ; and  in  permitting  tlie  col- 
lectors to  pay  tlie  whole  expense  of  our  custom 
houses  out  of  tlie  revenue  received,  without  even 
transferring  it  to  tlie  public  treasury.  Had  congress 
periodically  limited  tlie  number  of  our  officers,  di- 
rected tlie  collectors  to  pay  all  the  money'  received 
by'  them  into  tlie  treasury, required  annual  estimates, 
and  made  specific  appropriations  for  this,  as  in  other 
branches  oftlie  public  service,  it  would  have  opera- 
ted as  a sensible  check  on  the  extravagance  of  some 
of  our  collectors. 

Although  (lie  subject  of  tonnage  is  only  indirectly 
connected  with  the  question  of  expenditures,  (lie 
oounnitlec  cannot  dismiss  it  without  calling  (lie  at- 
tention oftlie  house  to  tlie  fact  disclosed  in  llie  table 
annexed,  that  while  the  American  tonnage  entered 
from  abroad  increased  from  872,949  in  1829,  to 
1,299,720  tons  in  1S37,  (lie  foreign  tonnage  rose 
from  130,743  to  765,703  tons  in  tlie  same  period — a 
result  owing,  among  other  causes,  to  our  unwise 
taxes  on  navigation,  and  to  an  abuse  of  credit  at 
home,  which  enables  foreign  nations  to  build,  sup- 
ply, and  man  their  ships  cheaper  than  we  can,  and 
slowly  to  undermine  the  basis  of  our  naval  power. 

The  legislature  expenses  of  tlie  federal  govern- 
ment for  tlie  first  ten  years  were  annually,  on  an 
average,  about  $17 1,000  ; tlie  appropriations  for  the 
year  1838,  were  $982,000.  A part  of  tiffs  lias 
arisen  from  tlie  increase  in  the  number  of  members 
of  congress;  but  tlie. most  extravagant  increase  lias 
occurred  ill  the  contingent  expenses  of  both  houses. 
In  (lie  first  ten  years  these  did  not  amount  to  more 
than  $10,000  annually ; while  *he  appropriations 
for  the  past  year  were  $373,960.  Although  under 
tlie  immediate  observation  and  exclusive  control  of 
congress,  there  is  no  branch  of  the  public  service 
where  there  lias  been  n ore  abuse  and  extravagance. 
Thousands  of  documents,  in  many  instances  of  no 
importance,  are  annually  printed  ; and  the  contin- 
gent funds  of  the  two  houses  have  been,  For  some 
years  past,  charged  with  the  expense  of  furnishing 
members  with  books.  Tnere  lias  been  and  remains 
to  be  paid,  on  two  contracts  alone  of  tiffs  character, 
$781,023  37,  not  only  to  supply'  those  who  me  actu- 
ally in  congress,  but  others  who  have  not  been  mem  - 
bers  for  many  years  past.  Should  such  expenditures 
be  continued,  tiffs  will  very  soon  become  an  important 
item  ; and  in  any  event,  a large  amount  will  still  be 
required  to  fulfil  contracts  for  books  in  no  manner 
belonging  to  the  legitimate  contingencies  of  either 
house  of  congress. 

Tlie  expenditures  of  the  executive  departments 
were,  in  the  ten  years  after  specific  appiopriations. 
were  made,  about  $195,000  annually  ; the  appro- 
priation for  1S38  was  $795,000.  This  item  has- 
steadily  increased  with  the  growth  of  our  country 
and  its  various  establishments,  requiring  executive- 
agency  and  superintendence.  Something  would: 
probabjy  be  saved  if  there  were  one  contingent  fund 
under  the  control  of  the  secretary  for  all  the  offices 
ot  each  department.  Our  complicated  sy  stem  of  ac- 
counts, too,  was  established  many  years  ago;  and  a. 
more  judicious  organization  ol  the  departments 
might  introduce  greater  simplicity  and  economy.  It 
is  impossible,  however,  to  avoid  a uniform  increase 
in  this  branch  ol  the  public  expenditure,  while  we 
continue  to  multiply  our  laws  at  every  session, 
whicli  must  be  carried  into  effect  by  tlie  executive 
departments  ; and  while  we  rapidly  increase,  as  we 
have  none  ol  late,  tlie  number  ot  resolutions  in  bath 
houses,  calling  for  information,  and  frequently  in- 
volving great  labor  and  expense. 

Connected  also  with  tlie  executive  departments 
are  various  expenditures,  which  were  very  incon- 
siderable, or  did  not  exist  at  all,  at  tlie  commence- 
ment ot  the  government — such  as  those  for  (lie  mint, 
territorial  governments,  the  coast  survey,  arming’and 
equipping  militia,  the  public  lands,  and  public  build- 
ings. These,  which  in  early  legislation  were  quite 
unimportant,  now  amount  to  near  a million  annually. 

Tlie  expenses  of  tlie  judiciary,  in  tlie  fiist  ten 
years  alter  specific  approprialions  were  made,  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  about  $61,000  annually  ; 
the  appropriation  for  1838  was  $4S4,000.  The 
increased  expense  for  tlie  salaries  of  judges  has  not 
been  beyond  what  might  have  been  anticipated. 
Ihe  expense,  however,  o’f  tlie  courts  of  the  U.  S. 
has  increased  from  about  $30,000  to  $342,000,  which 
is  the  estimate  lor  the  present  year.  In  tiffs  branch 
ot  the  public  service,  reform  seems  to  be  required. 
While  the  clerks  oi  our  courts  are  appointed  by  the 
judges,  and  the  fees  ol  the  former  amount  to  a much 
larger  sum  annually  than  Ihe  salaries  of  the  latter, 
the  appointing  power  may  be  templed  lo  participate’ 
in  the  profits  ot  the  clerkship,  and  lo  sanction  Ihe 
most  exorbitant  charges.  The  fees  of  our  disirict 
clerks  and  attorneys  ought  lo  be  more  precisely  re- 
gulated by  law,  and  clerks  ought  not  (o  be  appointed 
by  tlie  judges. 
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The  expenses  of  our  intercourse  with  foreign 
powers  amounted  in  early  years  to  about  $50,000 
annually  ; the  estimate  for  the  present  year  is  $266,- 
484.  This  expenditure  was  considerably  augmented 
by  the  revolutions  in  what  was  formerly  denomi- 
nated Spanish  America.  The  estimate  for  the  pre- 
sent year  is  not,  however,  so  great  as  the  expendi- 
ture for  1829,  which  was  $289,140  07  cents. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  department 
were  unimportant  and  irregular  in  early  yeais,  but 
ail  the  expenditures  in  this  branch  for  the  first  10 
years  amounted  to  less  than  $32,000  annually  ; the 
estimates  for  1339,  amount  to  $866,960,  including 
some  appropriations  not  for  cmrent  expenses.  This 
increase  is  owing  almost  exclusively  to  annuities  and 
stipulations  under  treaties  with  the  Indians  entered 
into  since  1789. 

Having  no  military  establishment  worthy  of  notice 
at  the  origin  of  the  government,  the  expenditures  m 
this  branch  of  the  public  service  have  of  course  in- 
creased. When  it  is  considered  that  the  settled 
area  of  tile  U.  S.  has  increased,  according  to  the  cal 
dilations  of  a scientific  engineer,  in  ihe  ratio  of 
210,57 5 in  1790,  to  1,013,664  in  1839,  some  idea  may 
be  formed  ol  the  vast  extent  of  our  present  bounda- 
ries ; and  vve  may  well  doubt,  notwithstanding  the 
recent  increase  of  the  army,  whether  it  will  ulli- 
maiely  be  found  adequate  to  protect  all  our  exten- 
sive frontiers. 

Although  we  have  been  more  liberal  in  our  naval 
appropriations,  that  establishment  still  bears  an  un- 
important rank  in  comparison  with  that  of  every 
other  maritime  nation.  The  improvement  in  steam 
navigation,  however,  seems  to  promise  a revolution 
in  tile  mode  of  conducting  maritime  war,  which  may 
render  this  difference  of  less  importance  as  it  re- 
gards existing  navies,  and  may  require  new  and  con- 
siderable expenditures  in  this  branch  of  the  public 
service,  which  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 

The  appropriations  for  roads  in  1838  were  $540,- 
000.  There  was  no  such  federal  expenditure  in 
early  years. 

In  the  expenses  for  light-houses  there  has  been 
a considerable  increase,  especially  within  the  last 
two  years.  The  annual  amount  expended  in  the 
first  ten  years,  including  the  maintenance  of  the  es- 
tablishment, was  less  than  $35,000.  For  many 
years  past  it  was  less  thaTi  $300,000  annually  ; but 
in  1337  it  was  suddenly  increased  to  $1,220,019, 
and  included  $921,964  for  new  light-houses,  &c. 
In  1838  the  appropriations  amounted  to  $663,873. 
The  estimate  inertly  for  maintaining  the  existing 
light  houses  in  the  year  1839,  amounts  to  $394,- 
000.  The  appropriations  for  new  works  oi'  Ibis 
kind  were  authorized  without  proper  examinations, 
and  much  money  has  been  wasted  in  this  branch  of 
the  service.  Two  years  ago  congress  directed  such 
examinations  to  be  made  before  any  new  work 
should  be  commenced.  The  officers  reported  in  fa- 
vor of  suspending  the  appropriations  for  thirty-one 
of  Ihe  number  of  vvoiks  authorized  by  the  act  of 
1837.  Theie  is  a large  amount  now  remaining  un- 
expended in  this  branch  of  the  service. 

The  expenditures  for  fortifications  were  irregular 
in  the  first  years ; but  from  1789  to  1798  the  annual 
average  was  $103,000.  The  appropriations  for 
1838  amounted  to  $1,015,000;  and  the  estimates 
for  1S39,  $1,269,100.  This  part  of  the  national  de- 
fence is  still  in  a very  incomplete  state.  The  im- 
provements in  steam  batteries  within  a few  years 
past,  renders  it,  however,  a question  worthy  of  in- 
quiry, whether  it  will  not  also  produce  an  entire  re- 
volution in  the  plan  of  harbor  defence  ; and  wbelher 
it  would  not  be  most  judicious  lor  the  piesent  to 
confine  our  expenditures  to  the  armament  of  the 
fortifications  we  have  finished,  and  await  the  result 
of  future  experiments  which  will  become  necessary 
to  ascertain  whether  floating  steam  batteries  are  not 
superior  to  stationary  fortifications  in  guarding  the 
entrance  into  and  in  defending  harbors.  There 
are  other  reasons  forsuspending  new  appropriations 
for  1839.  Those  existing  were  not  made  until  ihe 
7th  July  last,  and  the  act  directed  that  one  half  of 
the  amount  should  be  expended  in  the  present year; 
and  there  remained  undrawn  from  the  treasury,  on 
the  1st  January,  $704,369  56,  besides  the  balances  in 
the  hands  of  our  disbursing  officers.  Under  such 
circumstances,  with  a.deficient  revenue,  and  while 
there  is  a probability  that  a change  will  be  made  in 
the  plan  of  harbor  defence,  and  that  the  public 
money  may  hereafter  be  more  advantageously  ex- 
pended, the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not 
expedient  to  add  .$1,269,100  to  the  large  amount 
unexpended,  and  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  offi- 
cers. 

For  the  first  six  and  twenty  years  the  average 
amount  annually  paid  for  pensions  was  less  than 
$34,000.  As  late  as  1814,  it  was  abuut  $90,000, 
and  in  1815  Ipss  than  $70,000.  The  late  war  added 
about  $200,000  for  invalids,  and  the  widows  or  chil- 
dren of  those  who  had  died  of  wounds  received  in 


hal'.ffi.  Tile  whole  pension  roll  of  the  U.  S.  arising 
from  the  revolutionary,  Indian,  aqd  British  wars, 
did  not  then  exceed  $300,000  annually.  The  appro- 
priations for  pensions  in  the  present  year  amount  to 
$2,500,000;  to  which  are  to  be  added  the  perma- 
nent appropriation  of  $1,000,000,  and  unexpended 
appropriations  amounting  to  $741,000,  making  an 
aggregate  for  pensions  in  1839  of  $4,241,000;  and 
vve  have  now  charged  upon  the  public  treasury 
42,500  pensioners.  A bill  was  passed  at  the  last 
session,  without  debate,  and  approved  on  the  last 
day  of  the  session,  which  draws  from  the  treasury 
in  the  present  yeai  $1,372,000  ; and  there  are  three 
general  pension  bills  now  pending  in  the  house, 
which  would,  if  adopted,  probably  double  the  an- 
nual amount  appropriated  for  pensions. 

This  result,  and  in  so  short  a period,  could  not 
have  been  anticipated  by  the  framers  ol  our  consti- 
tution. The  claims  of  our  revolutionary  soldiers 
rested  on  peculiar  grounds.  Their  services  and  suf- 
ferings were  of  an  extraordinary  character,  and  vve 
had  from  necessity  been  compelled  to  violate  onr 
contracts  with  them.  In  their  case  we  were  war- 
ranted in-departing  from  ordinary  usage  when  our 
means  were  ample  to  indemnify  them.  Pensions  to 
invalids,  and  to  the  widows  or  children  of  those  who 
are  killed  or  who  die  of  wounds  received  in  battle, 
form  a part  of  the  contract,  where  such  laws  exist, 
between  the  government  and  the  soldier.  But  in 
granting  pensions,  as  we  have  done,  in  cases  where 
the  soldier  was  neither  killed  nor  wounded  in  bat- 
tle, we  violated  the  pension  principle,  and  charged 
the  public  treasury  with  half  pay  to  the  representa- 
tives of  all  who  enlist  in  the  service  of  the  govern- 
ment, whether  in  peace  or  in  war,  in  addition  to  the 
compensation  stipulated  lor  their  services.  Prior 
to  1836  there  was  no  departure  from  the  ordinary 
pension  rules,  except  as  to  revolutionary  soldiers; 
but  in  that  year,  provision  was  made  generally  for 
pensions  in  ordinary  cases  of  death,  while  in  the 
service,  after  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  whether  of 
wounds  or  not.  The  same  rule  was  extended  to  the 
navy  pension  fund,  which  will  be  very  soon  destroy- 
ed by  such  improvident  legislation.  Prior  to  1837, 
this  fund  was  amply  sufficient  to  provide  lor  onr 
naval  invalids,  and  for  the  widows  or  children  of 
those  who  have  been  killed  in  battle.  It  was  in- 
vested in  slocks,  and  amounted,  on  the  1st  March, 
1337,  to  $1,115,239  53  ; it  is  now  reduced,  under 
the  operation  of  recent  laws,  to  $293,363  09.  Should 
we  have  no  reform  in  this  branch  of  legislation,  it 
will  be  difficult  to  anticipate  the  amount  which  may 
be  annually  required  for  this  expenditure.  If  we 
continue  to  grant  pensions  in  cases  of  ordinary 
deatti,  in  peace  or  in  war,  to  the  representatives  of 
all  who  are  employed  in  the  military  service,  wheth- 
er of  the  regular  army  or  not,  and  to  all  in  the  na- 
val service,  vve  shall  soon  follow  the  example  of 
some  monarchies,  and  extend  our  pension  roll,  and 
with  equal  justice,  to  the  representatives  of  all  who 
die  in  the  civil  employments  of  government. 

The  committee  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  bring  to 
the  special  notice  of  the  house  the  heavy  and  rapidly 
increasing  expenditures  upon  harbors  and  rivers. 
This  item  was  unknown  in  (lie  early  legislation  of 
the.  federal  government.  The  first  appropriation 
was  made  in  1802  ; but  prior  to  1816  only  $36,449 
had  been  expended  upon  two  works,  connected  di- 
rectly and  indirectly,  with  navy  yards  and  light- 
houses. In  1S16  and  1819  two  other  appropriations 
were  made,  amounting  to  $34,000,  both  connected 
'with  light  houses.  A few  appropriations  were 
made  in  1S20,  1821,  1822,  and  1823,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  light- houses  and  navy  yards,  amounting 
altogether  to  $51,750  ; and  in  IS23  two  harbor  sur- 
veys were  authorized,  at  an  expense  of  $350. 

Alter  we  had  adopted  the  policy  of  raising  more 
revenue  than  was  required  for  federal  purposes,  and 
as  the  period  approached  for  the  redemption  of  the 
public  debt,  this  was  one  of  the  new  branches  ol 
expenditure  resorted  to,  in  order  to  absorb  a con- 
templated surplus.  Accordingly,  and  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  our  legislation,  an  act  was 
passed  on  the  20th  of  May,  1826,  “ for  improving 
certain' harbors,  and  the  navigation  of  certain  rivers 
and  creeks  ; and  for  authorizing  surveys  to  be  made 
of  certain  bays,  sounds  and  rivers,  therein  mention- 
ed.” On  the  2d  of  March,  1827,  this  was  followed 
by  a regular  annual  bill,  “to  authorize  the  improv- 
ing of  certain  harbors,  the  building  of  piers,  and  for 
other  purposes.”  These  expenditures  immediately 
increased,  in  1827,  to  $82,500 ; in  1828,  to  $121,- 
000;  and  in  1829,  to  $505,000.  In  1838,  the  ap- 
propriations were  more  than  a million  and  a half, 
and  the  estimates  for  1839  amount  to  $1,713,000. 

The  aggregate  amount  already  appropriated  for 
these  works  is  $8,919,043  66,  besides  canal  stocks 
and  the  debt  assumed  for  t he  corporations  of  this 
district  for  investments  in  the  same,  amounting  to 
$3,383,-190;  making  an  aggregate  of  $12,302,- 
! 533  66.  The  estimates'  or  completing  some  of 


these  works  amount  to  $4,650,842  21;  but,  judg- 
ing by  our  experience  as  to  former  estimates,  it 
will  more  probably  require  ten  millions,  besides 
the  cost  of  some  of  the  most  expensive  works,  for 
which  there  are  no  estimates  at  all.  In  addition  to 
this,  a bill  is  now  pending,  and  would  have  passed 
the  house  at  the  close  of  tile  last  session  but  for 
want  of  time,  which,  with  the  amendments,  em- 
braced appropriations  for  new  works  amounting  to 
near  a million  of  dollars,  and  involving  an  ultimate 
expenditure  of  probably  five  millions  more. 

In  1836,  this  subject  was  investigated  by  th'e 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  a report  sub- 
mitted by  one  of  its  members,  (Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maine,)  on  the  10th  of  February.  That  report 
states  that  there  was,  even  at  that  time,  “ a real 
necessity  for  hesitation,  if  not  of  actual  reform,  in 
the  further  prosecution  of  public  works  upon  the 
same  system  which  had,  of  iate  years,  obtained  un- 
der the  government;”  that  they  were  made  sub- 
servient “ to  the  purposes  of  the  individual  wealth 
and  profit  of  the  agents  and  contractors  immedi- 
ately concerned  ;”  that  the  appropriations  for  one 
year,  and  for  each  succeeding  year,  in  many  cases 
exceeded  the  whole  of  the  original  estimate  ; that 
many  of  the  works  were  built  over  again,  and  that 
others  were  rotten  before  they  were  completed.  On 
the  31st  of  Jan u a ry^,  1837,  the  same  gentleman 
made  another  report  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  referring  to  the  former  as  explanatory 
of  the  unproductive,  yet  growing  expenditures  of 
the  government  upon  harbors  and  livers,  and  ex- 
pressive of  serious  doubts  of  the  policy'  of  following 
out  this  branch  of  the  public  service,  unless  some 
more  certain,  and  efficient,  and  economical  system 
for  conducting  it  could  be  devised.  The  opinion 
of  the  committee  had  not  been  changed  by  •'  the 
experience  of  another  year;”  and  the  repoit  adds, 
that  “ without  some  curtailment  by  congress  o.l  the 
class  of  works  already  projected  as  recipients  of  its 
bounty,  and  without  a decisive  limitation  of  its  ap- 
propriations to  works  that  may  be  justly  denomi- 
nated of'  the  first  magnitude,  and  of  imperious 
necessity  too,  it  requites  no  spirit  of  prophecy  to 
predict  that  the  operations  of  the  civil  engineer 
department  will,  in  a very  few  years,  rival,  in  ex- 
penditures and  numerical  strength  of  agents  and 
operatives,  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the 
government,  and  constitute  a more  alarming  branch 
of  public  patronage  than  is  to  be  found  elsewhere 
in  the  government.  From  the  peculiar  nature  of 
their  expenditures,  corruption,  favoritism,  and 
peculation  may  be  reduced  to  system  more  suc- 
cessfully in  them  than  in  almost  any  other  branch 
of  the  civil  administration.” 

If  such  was  the  opinion  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  in  1837,  it  certainly  cannot  he 
changed  by  examining  into  the  present  condition 
of  these  iinproveine nls. 

After  an  experiment  of  thirteen  years  on  the 
103  works  for  which  appropriations  have  been 


made,  the  following  is  the  result : 

Never  commenced  3 

Abandoned , 1 

Suspended  4 

May  perhaps  be  completed  with  existing  appro- 
priations 14 

Completed  20 

Not  completed  61 

Total  _ 103 


Some  of  the  works  have  been  built  over  twice, 
and  the  twenty  completed  cost  but  $409,178  25  ; 
leaving  all  the  expensive  works  yet  to  be  finished, 
and  at  an  expense  which  cannot  even  be  estimated. 

Such  is  the  result  of  this  federal  system  of  im- 
proving our  harbors,  rivers,  and  creeks,  and  build- 
ing piers  for  our  cities,  towns,  and  villages;  and 
such  the  prospect  before  us.  The  time  has  cer- 
tainly arrived  when  it  becomes  necessary  tc  inquire 
whether  all  these  expenditures  belong  to  federal 
legislation,  and  to  examine  a system  which,  if  made 
permanent,  must  entirely  change  the  character  of 
our  government. 

The  utility  of  such  improvements,  generally,  is 
not  denied,  and  is  not  the  question.  The  true  in- 
quiry is.  under  what  authority  and  at  whose  ex- 
pense they  should  be  constructed?  If  it  is  desir- 
able to  make  a judicious  selection  of  public  works  ; 
to  secure  economy  in  expenditure  ; to  do  justice  to 
those  who  contribute  to  their  construction,  and  to 
ensure  their  completion  in  some  reasonable  time, 
we  should  certainly  confine  our  federal,  state,  coun- 
ty, and  municipal  authorities  within  their  appro- 
priate spheres  ol  action.  We  have  confided  to  the 
federal  government  the  high  duty  of  superintending 
the  construction  of  onr  works  for  national  defence. 
By  interfering  with  state,  county,  city  and  village 
improvements,  it  not  only  neglects  ils  common  ob- 
ligation to  the  confederacy,  but  mismanages  and 
retards  the  prosecution  of  their  works.  As  we 
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have  seen,  it  extravagantly  wastes  the  public  mo- 
ney, in  many  instances,  on  works  which  should 
never  have  been  commenced;  on  others  of  a char- 
acter strictly  local;  and  in  almost  every  case,  the 
work  would  have  been  constructed  with  more 
economy  and  despatch  under  the  superintendence 
of  our  state  and  local  authorities,  or  under  the  still 
more  vigilant  direchon  of  private  enterprise. 

These  appropriations  have  been,  and  must  con- 
tinue to  be,  very  unequal  among  the  states.  The 
union  has  a common  interest  in  but  few  of  them. 
It  may  have  in  those  running  through  or  in  the 
neighborhood  of  our  public  lands,  which  add  value 
to  the  common  property.  But  it  is  certainly  un- 
just to  apply  the  money  collected  in  some  states  to 
mere  local  improvements  in  a distant  quarter  of  the 
union,  simply  because  they  appertain  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  country.  If  every  improvement  of 
harbors,  rivers,  and  creeks,  and  the  building  of 
piers,  is  to  be  considered  national  in  its  character 
and  benefits,  as  an  appendage  to  our  commerce, 
it  is  difficult  to  define  any  limit  whatever  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  federal  government,  or  to  say 
to  what  purpose  the  common  fund  of  the  union 
may  not  be  applied.  The  distribution  made  during 
the  last  thirteen  years  among  the  states  proves,  in- 
contestably, the  injustice  of  these  expenditures. 
The  whole  amount  appropriated  and  invested  is 
• $12,300,000,  of  which  $5,190,000  has  been  granted 
to  a district  of  country  not  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  from  the  capitol.  Without  inquiring  into  the 
importance  of  the  works  patronized  by  the  federal 
government,  it  is  sufficient  to  remark  that  most  of 
the  states  have  been  at  the  same  time  employing 
their  own  money  and  credit  on  improvements  in- 
finitely more  useful  and  profitable,  and  better  cal- 
culated to  extend  the  commerce  of  the  union. 
Some  of  the  states  have  not  participated  at  all  in 
these  federal  appropriations,  while  four  states  only 
may  be  charged  with  $6,760,000  dollars  out  of  the 
12,300,000  dollars,  and  some  of  the  most  expensive 
works  remain  to  be  completed  in  these  states.  If 
it  is  intended  to  make  this  system  permanent,  jus- 
tice requires  that  some  more  just  rulewof  distribu- 
tion should  be  adopted. 

This  system,  if  permanent,  must  also  very  soon 
prove  seriously  detrimental  to  our  naval  and  mili- 
tary establishments,  and  defeat  the  main  object  of 
our  confederation.  Such  improvements,  though 
generally  merely  local,  are  supported  in  both  hou- 
ses by  a combination  of  votes,  which  secures  their 
preference  over  all  other  expenditures,  however 
important  the  latter  tnay  be  to  the  defence  of  the 
country.  With  an  experience  of  only  13  yearg, 
we  have  already  a draft  of  near  two  millions  an- 
nually upon  the  treasury  for  such  improvements. 
Should  we  continue  to  increase  them,  appropria- 
tions for  national  defence  will  become  of  secondary 
importance,  and  will  be  reduced  to  increase  the  ex- 
penditures for  our  congressional  districts.  Neither 
the  condition  of  our  finances,  nor  the  state  of  the 
world,  warrants  us  in  applying  the  public  money  to 
objects  not  connected  with  our  common  defence. 
The  countries  in  our  own  neighborhood  have  been 
disturbed  ; but,  without  anticipating  any  changeln 
our  pacific  relations  with  foreign  nations,  we  have 
other  motives  for  not  inverting  the  common  fund, 
provided  lor  our  national  defence,  into  new  chan- 
nels. The  fortifications  we  have  finished  are  un- 
armed, and  the  recent  improvements  in  steam  bat- 
teries render  it  certain  that  a very  important  revo- 
lution is  about  to  be  effected,  not  only  in  harbor 
and  coast  defence,  but  in  the  whole  system  of  mari- 
time war.  Other  nations  have  already  supplied 
themselves  with  steam-batteries,  and  we  shall  neg 
lect  one  of  our  highest  duties  if  we  do  not  employ 
out  first  surplus  money  on  similar  objects.  While 
such  is  our  condition  on  our  maritime  border,  our 
vast  western  frontiers  are  wholly  unprotected.  The 
condition  of  the  states  on  this  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi required  the  removal  of  the  Indians  beyond 
that  river,  and  the  tribes  will  soon  be  all  in  the  same 
region  of  country.  According  to  the  estimates  of 
the  Indian  bureau  at  the  last  session,  tile  number 
who  had  and  were  soon  to  be  removed  from  the 
east  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  including  those 
previously  there,  was  332,498,  of  whom  66,199 
were  estimated  to  be  warriors.  Most  of  these  be- 
long to  distant  tribes,  but  it  is  supposed  that  a large 
body  might  unite  and  make  war  on  our  frontier  set- 
tlements. We  are  certainly  bound  bv  the  highest 
obligations  to  protect  the  states  on  our  borders  from 
an  enemy  whom  we  have  been  compelled  to  place 
in  their  neighborhood  as  the  settleinentof  the  coun- 
try advanced.  We  ought  surely  to  discharge  this 
duty,  before  we  appropriate  our  federal  means  to 
improving  harbors,  rivers,  and  creeks,  and  build- 
ing piers. 

Should  these  federal  expenditures  be  permanently 
continued,  they  must  corrupt  the  legislative  branch, 
and  entirely  change  the  practical  operation  of  our 


government  from  its  original  and  constitutional  de- 
sign. Millions  will  be  annually  voted  to  be  dis- 
bursed by  our  public  officers,  enlarging  the  patron- 
age of  the  federal  executive,  and  extending  its  in- 
fluence to  every  congressional  district  throughout 
the  union.  The  federal  system  of  roads  and  canals 
proposed  and  rejected  some  years  ago,  however  un- 
constitutional, would  not  have  been  more  fatal  to 
state  independence,  nor  more  consolidating  in  its 
tendency,  than  these  numerous  appropriations  for 
local  objects.  Instead  of  having  seventy-five  works 
in  operation  at  the  same  time,  as  we  have  already, 
we  should  have  our  thousands,  and  those  employed 
in  their  construction  would  outnumber  all  engaged 
in  the  civil,  military,  and  naval  service.  Instead  of 
a confederacy  for  the  common  defence  of  a union  of 
states,  we  should  have  a concentrated  and  consoli- 
dated government,  almost  exclusive,  superintend- 
ing our  internal  concerns  and  interfering  with  the 
duties  and  jurisdiction  of  our  state  and  local  au- 
thorities. This  revolution,  which  has  already  com- 
menced, can  only  be  averted  by  confining  federal 
legislation  to  the  few  but  high  duties  assigned  to 
congress  by  the  constitution. 

Without,  however,  anticipating  what  may  be  per- 
manent policy  of  this  government,  the  committee 
adhere  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  its  two  reports 
in  1836  and  1837,  that  tile  subject  demands  tho- 
rough investigation;  and  that  if  it  is  designed  to 
persevere  in  it,  some  “more  certain,  efficient,  and 
economical  system  should  be  devised;”  and  if  the 
public  money  must  be  appropriated  to  these  objects, 
justice  to  the  states  requires  a more  equal  rule  of 
distribution.  For  the  present,  the  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  existing  appropriations  are  suffi- 
cient, taking  into  view  the  condition  of  the  treasu- 
ry. Appropriations  amounting  to  $1 ,535,000  were 
made  as  late  as  the  7 1 h July  last;  and  one-half  of 
every  item  in  that  act  exceeding  $12,000  was  di- 
rected to  be  expended  in  1839.  Of  the  existing 
appropriations  there  remained  undrawn  from  the 
treasury  on  the  1st  January,  $977,748  92,  besides 
the  balances  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers.  As 
the  revenue  of  1S39  will  not  warrant  any  additional 
appropriations,  the  committee  deem  it  inexpedient 
to  add  $1,713,000  to  more  than  a million  unexpen- 
ded at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

In  reviewing  our  various  expenditures,  the  ex- 
traordinary increase  in  some  branches,  and  the  in- 
troduction of  new  objects  of  appropriation,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  augmentation  of 
tile  expenses  of  the  federal  government  is  chiefly 
to  be  ascribed  to  the  policy  of  raising  more  reve- 
nue than  was  required  to  meet  the  wants  of  govern- 
ment, and  of  interfering  with  state  and  municipal 
duties,  and  to  the  increased  number  of  resolutions 
and  bills  originating  in  both  houses,  and  annually 
calling  for  new  and  heavy  expenditures.  If  all  the 
unsuccessful  propositions  for  appropriations  made 
in  congress  during  the  last  session  had  been  adopt- 
ed, ten  or  fifteen  millions  more  would  have  been 
charged  upon  the  treasury.  The  practice,  too,  of 
passing  almost  all  our  important  bills  on  the  last 
days,  and  of  having  them  approved  on  the  last  day 
of  the  session,  adds  very  much  to  the  annual 
amount  of  our  appropriations.  Among  other  bills, 
one  of  those  approved  on  the  last  day  of  last  ses- 
sion was  hurried  through  the  house  without  any 
knowledge  of  its  operation.  This  bill  makes  a 
new  charge  upon  the  revenue  of  the  present  year 
of  $1,372,000.  No  reform  can  be  anticipated  in 
this  onward  course  of  extravagance,  while  almost 
every  new'  measure  of  importance  is  forced  through 
both  houses,  without  debate  or  examination,  on  the 
last  days  (or  rather  nights)  of  the  session. 

Should  the  house  determine  on  authorizing  new 
appropriations  for  fortifications,  harbors,  &c.,  and 
on  charging  upon  the  revenue  of  1839  $2,982,000, 
in  addit ion  to  an  unexpended  balance  undrawn  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year  of  $1,632,000,  be- 
sides the  amount  in  the  bands  of  the  disbursing  of- 
ficers, it  will  be  necessary  to  instruct  the  commit- 
tee as  to  the  mode  of  raising  the  revenue  required 
to  meet  these  expenditures.  There  is  no  proba- 
bility that  the  receipts  Irom  all  sources  in  183.9  will 
be  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  unavoidable  ex- 
penses without  the  addition  of  any  extraordinary 
appropriation  whatever.  The  last  year’s  revenue 
from  customs  and  lands,  exclusive  of  the  postponed 
bonds,  which  formed  part  of  the  receipts  of  1337, 
did  not  exceed  fourteen  mil  ions  and  a half.  Al- 
though we  may  anticipate  a considerable  increase 
in  the  present  year,  it  would  be  very  unsafe  to  cal- 
culate on  a larger  revenue  than  twenty-three  mil- 
lions from  both  sources.  On  that  basis  the  follow- 
ing estimate  is  founded.  The  appropriations  stated 
in  the  estimate  are  nearly  a million  less  than  IIiosp 
submitted  by  the  departments,  and  others  esti- 
mated lor  have  not  been  reported  at  all.  Those 
stated  below  embrace  only  indispensable  appropri- 
ations. 


STATE  OF  THE  TREASUIIY  FOR  1839. 

Resources  of  1839. 

The  ascertained  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st 
of  January,  exclusive  of  $500,0(10  lor  the  use  of 
the  mint,  is  $3,200,000 

Receipts  Irom  customs  $18,000,000 

lands  5,000,000 

23,000,000 

Balance  due  from  late  de- 
•posite  banks,  being  less 
than  as  stated  by  the 
treasurer,  ow'ing  to  anti- 
cipated payments  2, COO, 000 

From  miscellaneous  sour- 
ces 400,000 

2,700,000 


$28,900,000 


CHARGF.S  UPON  THE  TREASURY. 

Appropriations  authorized  by  former  acts,  which 
will  be  required  for  the  public  service,  but  were 
not  drawn  out  prior  to  the  1st  January  last,  ac- 
cording to  the  treasury  account  $15,289,000 
Appropriations  already  reported,  viz: 


Indian  annuities,  &c.  $866,960 

Army  5,348,220 

Pensions  2,499,019 

Northern  frontier  500,000 

Navy  5,130,781 


Civil  and  diplomatic,  de- 
ducing the  nominal 
appropriation  of  $5,- 
100,000  for  the  post 
office  service  2,8S4,354 

Partial  appropriations  for 
congressional  expen- 
ditures, besides  those 
included  in  the  prece- 
ding bill  549,344 

Cumberland  road  300,000 


Appropriations  under  permanent  laws 
i’or  pensions,  arming  and  equipping 
the  militia,  &c.,  including  $750,000 
for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the 
navy,  transferred  at  the  last  session 
Appropriations  carried  to  the  surplus 
fund  which  must  be  again  appropri- 
ated 

For  the  military  academy  (to  be  repor- 
ted) 


18,078,673 


2,144,000 


295,000 

153,055 


For  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian 
hostilities  in  Florida  (to  be  reported)  1,804,774 


37,764,507 

Of  the  foregoing  appropriations,  there 
will  probably  be  ui. drawn  at  the  close 
ol  the  year,  (being  the  short  session, 
the  estimate  is  less  than  at  the  close 
of  the  last  year)  13,000,000 


24,764,507 

Certificates  for  return  duties  on  mer- 
chandise destroyed  by  fire  at  New 
York,  receivable  in  payment  for  du- 
ties, as  estimated  by  the  commission- 
ers 400,000 

Treasury  notes  to  be  redeemed  7 ,712,350 

32,876,857 

Deduct  the  resources  28,900,000 


Deficit  $3,976,857 

To  meet  this  deficiency,  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  is  authorized  to  sell  the  remaining  bond  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  amounting,  with  in- 
terest, to  $2,380,000,  and  there  remains  $2,2S7.650 
of  the  treasury  notes  authorized  to  be  issued  by 
the  act  of  1838,  which  have  not  yet  been  issued. 
Should  the  former  be  sold,  and  the  limitation  of  the 
treasury  note  act  of  1S37  be  extended  to  30th  June, 
and  no  appropriations  be  authorized  during  the  pres- 
ent session  but  those  embraced  in  the  foregoing 
statement,  there  would  be  an  estimated  balance  in 
the  treasury  on  the  1st  January  next  of  about  $690,- 
000.  Even  this  balance  will  be  reduced  by  some 
additions  which  will  be  necessarily  made  during  the 
session  to  the  appropriations  enumerated  in  the 
foregoing  statement.  Should  congress  authorize 
the  usual  amount  of  new  appropriations,  and  the 
three  millions  proposed  for  fortifications,  harbors, 
&c.,  it  would  be  necessary  lo  provide  five  or  six 
millions  (or  the  treasury,  in  addition  to  all  the 
resources  and  receipts  existing  or  contempla- 
ted. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  for  the  consideration  of 
the  house. 
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INTERFERENCE  OF  FEDERAL  OFFICERS 
IN  ELECTIONS. 

In  senate,  January  31,  1839. 

Mr.  Wall  submitted  tile  following  report : 

The  comm  ittee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which  was  referred 
“a  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain  federal 
officers  in  elections,”  report : 

That  they  have  examined  the  bill  referred  to 
them  with  the  care  and  attention  which  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  demands.  The  object  of  the 
bill  proposed  in  the  title  and  preamble,  is  to  prevent 
the  great  powers  given  to  the  officers  of  the  federal 
government,  and  other  persons  employed  indts  ser- 
vice, from  being  used  for  the  influencing  of  elec- 
tions which  ought  to  be  free  and  uncorrupt,  and  its 
scope  is  very  broad  and  comprehensive.  It  pro- 
poses to  enact  that,  after  the  first  day  of  April  next, 
no  marshal  or  deputy  marshal,  no  postmaster  or 
deputy  postmaster,  no  receiver  or  register  of  a land 
office,  or  any  of  their  deputies  or  clerks,  no  sur- 
veyor general  of  public  lands,  or  any  of  his  depu- 
ties or  assistants,  no  collector,  surveyor,  naval  offi- 
cer, weigher,  gauger,  appraiser,  or  other  officer,  or 
person,  whatsoever,  concerned  or  employed  in  the 
charging,  collecting,  levying,  or  managing  the  cus- 
toms, or  any  part  or  branch  thereof,  no  engineer, 
officer  or  agent  employed  or  concerned  in  the  exe- 
cution or  superintendence  of  any  of  the  public 
works,  shall,  by  word,  message,  or  writing,  or  in 
any  other  manner  whatsoever,  endeavor  to  persuade 
any  elector  to  give,  or  dissuade  any  elector  from 
giving,  his  vote  for  the  choice  of  any  person  to  be 
electors  of  president  or  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  or  for  the  choice  of  any  person  to  be  a sen- 
ator or  representative  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  or  for  the  choice  of  any  person  to  he  gov- 
ernor or  lieutenant  governor  of  any  state,  or  ol  any 
person  to  be  a representative  or  member  of  the  le- 
gislative department  of  any  state  of  this  union,  or 
for  the  choice  of  any  person  to  serve  in  any  public 
office  established  by  the  law  of  any  of  the  said 
states  ; nor  shall  any  such  officer  or  person  inter- 
meddle in  any  of  the  elections  above  mentioned,  or 
use  any  means  with  intent  to  influence  or'control 
the  same,  otherwise  than  by  giving  his  own  vote, 
under  the  penalty  of  five  hundred  dollars,  one  moiety 
thereof  to  the  informer,  and  the  other  moiety  there- 
of to  the.  United  States,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs 
of  suit,  by  any  person  that  shall  sue  for  the  same, 
by  action  of  debt,  bill  or  plaint,  in  any  of  (he  dis- 
trict or  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States;  and 
every  person  convicted  of  such  offence,  shall  there- 
by become  disabled  and  incapable  of  ever  bearing 
or  executing  any  place  or  office  of  trust  whatsoever 
under  the  United  States. 

It  is  a wise  and  salutary  rule,  as  well  for  the  ex- 
pounders as  the  makers  of  a law,  to  consider  the  old 
law,  the  mischief  and  the  remedy.  The  committee 
believe  that  it  is  beyond  all  question,  that  under  the 
constitution  and  the  existing  laws  of  the  United 
States,  every  citizen  has  “ the  right  of  freely  ex- 
amining public  characters  and  measures,  and  of  free 
communion  among  the  people  thereon,”  “by  word, 
message,  or  writing,”  or  in  any  other  manner  he 
may  ju-lge  proper.  This  right  is  not  only  asserted 
in  the  celebrated  resolutions  of  the  Virginia  legisla- 
ture, in  the  session  of  1798,  and  of  1799,  and  1800, 
as  belonging  to  the  general  principles  of  free  go- 
vernment, as  well  as  the  particular  organization  and 
positive  provisions  of  the  federal  constitution,  but 
declared  to  be  “ the  only  effectual  guardian  of  every 
other  right.”  The  foundation  of  representative 
government  is  based  upon  the  intelligence  of  the 
citizen,  and  to  ensure  that  intelligence,  it  is  both 
the  right  and  the  duty  of  every  one  freely  to  discuss 
and  communicate,  both  publicly  and  privately, 
such  matters  as  he  may  suppose  will  advance  the 
public  interest,  or  inform  the  public  mind.  One  of 
the  most  salutary  and  effectual  agents,  to  promote 
such  interest,  is  an  enlightened  public  opinion.  To 
evolve  such  opinion,  and  to  give  form  and  direction 
to  the  general  course  of  national  policy,  and  the  fu- 
ture destinies  of  all,  every  citizen  whether  intrust- 
ed with  public  office  or  not,  has  alike  deep,  abiding 
and  active  interest,  and  no  citizen  is  at  liberty  to 
withdraw  himself  from  this  high  responsibility,  in- 
separably connected  with  republican  institutions. 
One  of  the  most  celebrated  law  makers  of  the  an- 
cient republics  declared  every  citizen  infamous 
who  refused  to  take  part  in  the  affairs  of  his  coun- 
try ; and  the  word  idiot , derived  from  the  language 
of  one  of  them,  bears  through  all  time  this  impress 
of  their  institutions,  denoting  one  who  was  desti- 
tute of  the  spirit  or  intelligence  requisite  for  the 
discharge  of  this  highest  duly  of  a citizen. 

The  elective  right  is  not  conferred  by  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  but  belongs  to  represen- 
tative government,  and  springs  Irom  its  very  na- 
ture; and  the  very  essence  of  that  right,  under  our 
institutions,  is  the  right  of  electing  the  members  of 
the  general  and  state  governments.  The  value  and 


the  advantages  of  this  right,  so  far  as  respects  the 
public,  depend  upon  the  knowledge  of  public  mea- 
sures, and  of  the  qualifications  of  candidates  for 
public  trust ; and,  consequently,  upon  the  equal  and 
unrestricted  freedom  of  discussing  their  compara- 
tive merits  and  demerits.  The  citizen  who,  by  the 
choice  of  his  fellows,  is  distinguished  by  being  se- 
lected to  perform  official  duties  and  trusts,  is  not 
thereby  elevated  above  them,  nor  degraded  below 
them.  He  parts  with  no  rights  of  citizenship,  but 
remains  an  equal  among  equals;  still  connected 
with  them  by  the  strong  and  enduring  ligaments  of 
mutuality  of  rights  and  privileges.  Under  our  con- 
stitution, the  people,  not  the  government,  possess 
the  sovereignty;  and  the  doors  of  office  can  be 
opened  only  by  the  powerful  charm  of  the  public 
voice,  and  no  degrading  sacrifice  of  any  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  citizenship,  or  any  separation  from  the 
community  of  rights,  feelings  and  interests,  which 
bind  the  people  to  the  government,  is  required. 

The  object  of  the  constitution  is  the  protection  of 
the  equal  rights  and  privileges  of  all — the  few  as 
well  as  the  many.  The  spirit  of  despotism  is  wide- 
ly different;  erected  upon  the  destruction  of  the 
rights  of  man,  its  main  object  is  to  protect  the  few 
against  the  many.  Hence  the  policy  of  separating 
its  officers  from  all  sympathy  of  feeling  and  interest 
with  the  many,  by  attaching  to  office  attractive  dis- 
tinctions and  seductive  privileges,  which  create  a 
distinct  class,  and  elevates  them  above  the  mass,  or 
by  degrading  them  by  unnatural  mutilations  below 
their  fellow  man,  prepares  them  to  become  fit  in- 
struments of  arbitrary  power.  Despots  who  sur- 
round their  thrones  with  eunuchs  and  mutes,  act 
upon  the  latter  principle,  and  are  impelled  by  the 
instinct  of  fear  to  resort  to  unnatural  and  unjust 
means  to  retain  what  is  unjustly  acquired.  Happi- 
ly our  institutions,  resting  upon  the  jnstfoundation 
of  popular  rights,  neither  demand  nor  will  admit  of 
the  mutilation  of  the  person  or  the  privileges  of  cit- 
izenship as  a prerequisite  for  office.  Under  the 
existing  laws  a citizen  of  a state  does  not,  by  ac- 
cepting any  office  under  the  federal  government, 
forfeit  any  of  the  rights  and  privileges  which  belong 
to  him  as  a citizen  of  a state  ; and  all  control  over 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  citizens  in  the 
several  stales,  is  expressly  withheld  from  the  action 
of  the  federal  government,  and  left  with  the  states, 
by  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
constitution.  The  committee  believe  that  the  state 
and  federal  governments,  under  our  system,  are  co- 
ordinate departments  of  one  single  and  integral 
whole;  that  the  compact  between  the  states  unites 
them  in  a single  government,  as  to  their  relations 
with  each  other  and  with  foreign  nations,  and  as  to 
certain  articles  particularly  specified,  each  retain- 
ing to  itself  the  other  rights  of  independent  govern- 
ment, agreeing  to  appoint  in  conjunction  for  the 
administration  of  the  federal  branch,  and  each  re- 
taining its  original  right  of  appointing,  for  adminis- 
tering its  domestic  branch,  a separate  set  of  func- 
tionaries, legislative,  executive,  and  judicial.  These 
two  sets  of  officers,  each  independent  of  the  other, 
constitute  a whole  of  government  for  each  state 
separately,  the  powers  given  to  one,  specifically 
made  federal,  exercised  over  the  whole,  the  residua- 
ry powers  retained  to  the  other  confined  to  the  par- 
ticular state. 

The  committee  have  thus  stated  their  views  of 
the  existing  law  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  fede- 
ral functionaries  upon  whom  the  bill  referred  to  them 
is  proposed  to  operate.  What,  then,  is  the  mischief 
which  this  bill  is  designed  to  prevent  ? It  assumes 
that  the  great  powers  given  to  the  officers  of  the 
federal  government,  and  others  employed  in  their 
service,  may  be  used  for  the  influencing  of  elec- 
tions, and  corrupting  their  freedom  and  purity. 

That  elections  ought  to  be  pure  and  uncorrupt  is 
a principle  admitted  by  all,  and  no  language  can  be 
too  strong  to  express  the  abhorrence  felt  by  the 
committee  against  any  attempt  to  destroy  this  free- 
dom and  purity.  He  who  is  guilty  of  either,  by 
bribing  or  corrupting  voters,  violating  the  ballot 
box,  or  setting  at  naught  its  voice,  forging  or  sup- 
pressing returns,  or  disobeying  the  laws  enacted  for 
securing  any  elective  right,  is  guilty  of  treason 
against  republican  institutions,  and  ought  to  be  re- 
garded by  all  as  a dangerous  foe  to  liberty. 

The  committee  are  not  aware  that  any  such  acts 
have  been  committed  by  any  of  the  functionaries 
named  in  the  bill  referred  to  them  ; nor  have  they 
been  able  to  discover  the  slightest  evidence  that 
any  attempt  has  been  made  to  bring  the  patronage 
or  power  of  the  federal  government  to  destroy  the 
freedom  and  purity  of  ^elections.  It  is  true  that 
such  allegations  have  been  made  ; but  it  will  be  re- 
collected that  it  is  equally  true  that  allegations  have 
been  made  against  some  of  the  functionaries  of 
some  of  the  state  governments,  of  attempting,  in 
violation  of  existing  laws,  to  suppress  returns,  set 
aside  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  substitute  the  will 


of  the  minority  for  that  of  the  majority;  in  fact,  to 
treat  elections  as  nullities,  and  substitute  the  acts 
of  reckless  and  profligate  officers  for  the  voice  of 
the  majority.  We  have  seen  one  of  the  states  of 
the  union.brought  to  the  brink  of  revolution  by  al- 
leged efforts  of  this  kind,  and  in  other  states  wit- 
nessed alarming  attempts  to  defeat  the  voice  of  the 
majority  in  elections.  This  state  of  things  would 
indeed  seem  to  indicate  an  alarming  laxity  of  polit- 
ical morality,  and  to  require  the  exercise  of  appro- 
priate remedies,  by  constitutional  legislation.  Whe- 
ther, if  true,  they  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  action 
of  the  functionaries  of  the  state  or  federal  govern- 
ment, or  the  officers  of  incorporations  of  associated 
wealth,  which  have  been  brought,  by  indiscreet  le- 
gislation, into  too  intimate  connection  with  both, 
and  whose  influence  insinuates  itself  into  all  the 
business  of  active  enterprise  and  the  ordinary  trans- 
actions of  society,  or  to  other  causes,  it  is  not  the 
legitimate  province  of  the  committee  to  inquire. 
Those  who  are  charged  with  attempts  to  corrupt  the 
purity  and  destroy  the  freedom  of  elections,  are  ve- 
ry apt  to  make  charges  of  the  same  kind  against 
others,  in  the  vain  hope  of  exculpating  themselves, 
or  at  least  of  draw  ing  off  public  attention  from  their 
own  acts,  by  inculpating  others.  Neither  accusa- 
tions from  such  quarters,  nor  the  mere  assertions 
of  disappointed  office  hunters,  or  reckless  partisan 
editors,  pealing  forth  the  war  cries  of  party,  can 
safely  be  made  the  foundation  of  such  legislation  as 
destroys  the  use  of  unquestionable  rights  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  their  abuse. 

In  the  struggles  of  parties  for  power  it  is  believed 
by  the  committee  that  it  may  well  be  doubted  whe- 
ther the  patronage  of  office  is  to  be  deemed  an  ad- 
vantage, inasmuch  as  while  there  can  be  but  one 
incumbent  of  an  office,  the  number  of  those  who 
are  stimulated  to  partizan  activity  by  the  hope  of 
gaining  it  as  a reward  for  extraordinary  exertions, 
is  unlimited,  to  say  nothing  of  those  who  may  be 
paralyzed  by  disappointment,  or  disaffected  by  re- 
jection. Public  sentiment  exercises  a salutary  and 
controlling  influence  over  the  conduct  of  public 
functionaries  ; and  while  it  properly  watches  their 
conduct  with  jealousy,  and  scrutinizes  their  actions 
rigidly,  it  tolerates  almost  unbounded  liberty  of 
speech  in  those  who  are  seeking  office.  W c cannot 
cast  our  eyes  in  any  direction  without  perceiving 
the  evidence  of  the  fact  that,  for  every  office  under 
the  federal  government,  even  to  the  presidency,  the 
numerical  proportion  of  those  who  seek  office  by 
partisan  activity  is  at  least  three  to  one  against  the 
possessors.  The  office  seekers  have  an  unlimited 
freedom  of  speech  and  of  action,  denied  to  the  in- 
cumbent by  the  circumstances  of  his  position,  and 
are  at  liberty  to  attack  the  motives  and  conduct  of 
the  latter,  ar.d  indulge  in  professions  of  patriotic  ar- 
dor and  disinterestedness,  restrained  by  no  other 
limits  than  the  elastic  credulity  of  their  friends  and 
party7.  That  the  possession  ol  patronage  does  not 
insure  its  retention,  is  proved  by  frequent  instan- 
ces, both  in  the  federal  and  stale  governments. 

The  committee  believe  that,  in  those  places 
where  the  federal  officers  enumerated  in  the  bill  are 
most  numerous,  it  will  be  found  that  the  elections 
'more  frequently7  result  against  than  in  favor  of  the 
administration  ; and  this  proves  either  that  they  do 
not  bring  “ the  great  powers  derived  from  the  fede- 
ral government”  to  influence  elections,  or  that  they 
use  them  against  the  party  which  conferred  those 
powers,  or  that  no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  of 
their  destroying  the  freedom  and  purity  of  election. 
It  is  believed  that  even  a majority  of  those  who 
would  be  affected  by  this  bill  are  hoslile  to  the 
views  of  policy,  or  opposed  to  the  political  princi- 
ples of  the  present  administration;  and  if  the  sen- 
timents of  those  who  are  found  in  possession  of  of- 
fice in  the  ten  miles  square  are  any  test,  the  majori- 
ty would  be  very  great.  But  the  true  arid  conclu- 
sive answer  to  all  such  allegations,  of  bringing  the 
patronage  and  power  of  the  general  government  in 
hostility  to  the  freedom  and  purity  of  elections,  is 
to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  such  acts  are  every 
where,  in  all  the  states,  punishable  by  state  laws; 
and  the  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  prose- 
cution, even,  for  such  offences. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  special  remark  that,  in  those 
states  where  the  most  clamor  has  been  raised  and 
the  most  alarm  has  been  expressed  on  this  subject, 
the  state  functionaries  are  opposed  to  the  adminis- 
tration, and,  as  they  have  the  power,  it  is  their  duty 
to  punish  such  offences.  The  committee  are  there- 
fore constrained  to  believe  that  there  is  no  just  foun- 
dation for  such  an  accusation,  and  to  look  upon  it  as 
one  of  those  allegations  which  those  who  are  strug- 
gling to  gain  the  power  which  they  affect  to  think 
so  corrupt  and  corrupting,  consider  themselves  justi- 
fied in  making  to  stimulate  their  partisans  and  de- 
cry their  opponents.  But  whether  the  mischief  ac- 
tually exists  or  not,  the  committee  proceed  to  con- 
sider the  policy  and  constitutionality  of  the  reme- 
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dy  which  is  proposed  by  the  bill  referred  to  them. 

The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  render  what  is  lawful 
and  praiseworthy,  and  in  strict  conformity  with 
both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our  institutions,  for  all 
citizens,  criminal  in  a particular  class  who  have 
been  honored  by  the  confidence  of  the  ppopleofthe 
whole  states.  It  is  not  to  punish  a ciime  malum  in 
sc,  but  to  create  a new  crime.  It  is  not  to  punish 
bribery  and  corruption,  the  robbery  of  the  ballot 
box,  tiie  suppression  or  forging  of  returns,  or  usur- 
pation or  neglect  of  official  duty  in  giving  effect  to 
the  will  of  ttie  majority  in  elections,  but  the  use  of 
persuasion  or  dissuasion,  of  intermeddling  to  control 
or  influence  voters  by  means  that  are  lawful  and 
right  in  others.  Every  citizen  ought  to  qualify  him- 
self by  study,  conversation,  and  every  other  means 
of  acquiring  knowledge,  to  understand  the  theory 
and  principles  of  our  institutions,  and  to  ascertain 
the  best  mode  of  administering  them  in  their  true 
spirit,  so  as  to  promote  the  greatest  good  of  the 
greatest  number,  and  to  render  himself  capable  of 
discharging  any  trust  that  my  be  conferred  on  him 
by  his  lellovv  citizens.  It  is  as  well  his  right  as  his 
duty  to  discuss  and  promulge  freely  the  measures 
of  any  administration,  and  the  character  and  con- 
duct of  those  w ho  support  or  oppose  it,  as  well  to 
control  them  by  the  censorship  of  public  opinion  as 
to  subject  them  to  the  test  of  the  constitution.  In 
doing  so  he  may  win  the  confidence  of  his  fellow 
citizens  by  his  declared  opinions,  or  may  become 
identified  with  some  great  principle  which  concili- 
ates their  support.  All  this  is  innocent  and  praise- 
worthy, even  if  the  motive  is  the  acquisition  of  of- 
fice, because  it  promotes  the  public  good.  Can  it 
be  wise,  or  even  just,  to  punish  as  a crime,,  when 
he  attains  office,  what  was  patriotic  and  praise- 
worthy while  he  was  seeking  it?  Yet  why  should 
office  seeking  and  office  holding  thus  be  separated 
by  arbitrary  enactment?,  which  bestow*  honors  and 
confidence  upon  the  one,  and  penalty  and  ignominy 
upon  the  other,  for  doing  the  same  act?  How  is  it 
possible  for  any  of  the  officers  enumerated  in  this 
bill  Ireely  to  discuss  public  men  and  measures  in 
private  circles,  in  public  assemblies,  in  the  news- 
papers, or  even  in  the  unreserved  confidence  of  so- 
cial intercourse,  when  an  elector  is  present,  before 
or  after  an  election,  without  subjecting  himself  to 
the  sweeping  penalties  of  this  bill?  It  is  unequal. 
While  one  set  of  functionaries  under  the  federal  go- 
vernment, and  all  those  of  the  state  governments, 
and  the  officers  of  the  corporations  of  associated 
wealth,  are  left  with  an  unrestricted  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press,  this  bill  puts  a gag  and  fet- 
ters upon  a few  proscribed  men,  in  respect  to  public 
men  and  public  measures.  Why  this  discrimination? 
Are  the  proscribed  officers  more  corrupt  or  liable  to 
corruption  than  other  office  holders  ? Is  if  to  guard 
against  the  corrupting  influence  and  patronage  of 
the  federal  administration  ? If  so,  the  effect  of  the 
bill  would  be  still  more  objectionable,  as  in  degrad- 
ing them  by  taking  from  them  the  rights  common 
to  all  others,  it  would  prepare  them  to  become  the 
willing  instruments  of  corruption  or  ambition.  This 
bill  would  create  a casle  among  office  holders,  de- 
riving their  authority  from  the  same  high  source,  the 
people,  and  requiring  the  same  high  qualification^ 
to  discharge  their  duties.  Those  enumerated  would 
be  degraded  by  the  very  acceptance  of  office,  which 
would  cut  them  off  from  all  identity  of  feeling,  in- 
terest, and  sympathy  with  their  fellow  citizens,  by 
the  voluntary  mutilation  of  the  very  manhood  of 
citizenship.  It  converts  those  officers  into  mutes. 
It  enforces  temporary  outlawry  of  the  dearest  and 
most  inestimable  rights  of  citizenship,  with  a penally 
suspended  over  their  heads  during  the  continuance 
of  office,  which  may  be  cut  by  a word,  message, 
writing,  or  even  a look,  and  doom  them  to  become 
outcasts — political  lepers.  They  would  he  dishon- 
ored by  the  very  act  of  surrendering  such  rights  fur 
the  mercenary  motives  of  pecuniary  gain  and  re- 
wards of  office,  and  proclaim  themselves  slaves, 
and  the  fit  instruments  for  making  slaves  of  others. 
They  would  find  the  badges  of  slavery  and  dishon- 
or written  upon  their  commissions.  It  creates  a 
privileged  clas3  of  officeholders.  The  president 
and  his  cabinet,  the  heads  of  bureaus  and  their 
clerks,  the  officers  of  congress,  the  judiciary  and 
their  clerks,  and  the  district  attorneys,  the  officers 
of  the  army  and  navy,  in  short,  all  the  federal  offi- 
cers whose  emoluments  are  greatest,  and  whose 
sphere  of  influence  is  most  extensive,  are  left  free, 
while  those  who  derive  their  compensation  from 
fees  given,  for  labor  performed  in  the  execution  of 
their  duties,  or  their  daily  support  from  their  daily 
labor  in  the  offices  or  employments  enumerated, 
are  prohibited  from  intermeddling  in  elections,  by 
word  or  deed,  save  only  by  giving  their  own  vote. 
Is  it  to  recognise  distinctions  in  society,  grades  of 
virtue  in  officeholders  ? Is  it  to  imply  that  the  pro- 
scribed officeholders,  being  chiefly  subordinate,  and 
man)’  of  them  hard  working  men,  must  “ have  bri- 


dles in  their  mouths,  and  saddles  upon  their  backs,” 
as  a preliminary  qualification  for  office?  Why 
should  those  officers  be  rendered  aliens,  and  be  cut 
offfrom  the  enjoyment  of  the  social  rights  of  dis- 
cussing political  subjects,  even  under  the  protection 
of  their  own  household  gods,  while  the  other  func- 
tionaries of  the  federal  and  state  governments,  and 
the  officers  of  the  corporations  of  associated  wealth^ 
and  the  employees  of  private  persons  are  permitted 
to  retain  the  full  rights  of  citizens?  This  bill  de- 
grades the  right  of  suffrage,  the  guardian  of  all  po- 
litical rights,  by  meting  it  out  as  a boon  indifferent 
portions,  to  different  citizens,  all  equally  worthy 
of  trust,  and  distinguished  by  popular  favor,  and 
by  placing  it  under  an  odious  espoinage. 

It  surrounds  the  proscribed  officers  with  a body  of 
common  informers,  stimulated  by  two  of  the  strong- 
est incentives  to  constant  vigilance — the  hope  of 
gain,  and  the  desire  of  office — to  watch  their  every 
word,  message,  writing,  look,  or  action,  to  torture  it 
into  an  endeavor  to  persuade,  or  to  dissuade,  an 
elector,  in  giving  his  vote,  or  intermeddling  in  an 
election.  By  day  and  by  night,  in  public  and  in 
private,  in  the  election  of  a president  or  a governor, 
of  a constable  or  a pound  keeper,  the  omnipresent 
eye  of  this  new  body  of  familiars  is  alike  upon  the 
collector  and  his  cartman,  the  superintendent  of  the 
public  works,  and  the  day  laborer  in  his  employ. 
Where  is  the  limit  to  be  found  in  this  bill  which 
separates  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press  from 
its  operation?  The  open,  mgnly  independence  of 
thought  and  liberty  of  action,  heretofore  justly  con- 
sidered the  best  preservatives  of  our  institutions, 
must  soon  perish  under  the  parasitic  embrace  of  this 
bill.  It  not  only  punishes  the  freedom  of  action, 
but  of  thought.  It  forbids  the  designated  person, 
as  well  from  intermeddling  in  any  federal  or  state 
election,  as  from  using  any  means  with  intent  to 
control  or  influence  the  same;  thus  introducing  a 
new  crime  in  our  code,  without  precision  or  techni- 
cal definition,  broad  and  comprehensive  as  the  thea- 
tre of  human  action,  and  expansive  as  human 
thought  on  political  subjects.  While  it  deprives  one 
class  of  federal  officers  of  a portion  of  their  rights, 
it  bestows  the  most  latitudinarian  power  upon  ano- 
ther class,  the  farthest  removed  from  the  influence, 
of  the  people — the  judiciary.  Them  it  clothes  with 
jurisdiction  tc  decide  what  is  an  endeavor  to  per- 
suade, or  to  dissuade,  an  elector  to  give  his  vote; 
what  act  is  an  intermeddling  in  an  election  ; and 
what  is  using  any  means  with  intent  to  influence  or 
control  the  same.  It  is  stamped  with  the  most  odi- 
ous and  miserable  impress  of  tyranny,  vagueness, 
and  uncertainty.  It  may  well  be  doubted  whether 
the  end — the  purity  and  freedom  of  election — would 
justify  such  means,  a delegation  of  such  undefined 
power,  even  -to  the  purity  of  the  sacred  ermine. 
The  history  of  other  countries  is  full  of  warning 
upon  this  subject.  The  Spanish  inquisition,  vvitli 
all  i t s 'terrible  atrocities,  was  reared  upon  quite  as 
slender  a foundation.  Its  proposed  object  was  to 
render  religion  pure  and  incorrupt;  and,  for  that 
avowed  holy  purpose,  the  most  latitudinarian  power 
was  given  to  it*  ministers.  To  prevent  heiesy  in 
^religion,  they  had,  or  soon  assumed  for  that  purpose 
the  power  to  punish  all  persons  who  endeavored  to 
“persuade”  or  “ dissuade”  others,  or  in  anywise 
“ intermeddle”  in  matters  of  religion.  Hence,  also, 
they  gradually  assumed  cognizance  of  the  intentions, 
and  the  thoughts  of  men,  and  the  tendencies  of  their 
words  and  waitings,  in  the  streets  and  in  the  sacred 
privacy  of  the  closet,  on  a subject  of  universal  con- 
cern and  everlasting  interest,  and  subjected  them  to 
tile  never- sleeping  eye  of  a body  of  informers,  under 
the  name  of  familiars.  The  parallel  between  the 
bill  referred  to  the  committee  and  the  origin  of  the 
inquisition,  is  as  striking  as  it  is  alarming,  and  dif- 
fers less  in  the  means  than  the  end  ; the  one  being 
designed  to  render  religion  pure  and  incorrupt,  and 
the  oilier  to  preserve  the  elective  franchise  pure  and 
incorrupt.  The  delegation  of  such  unlimited  power 
corrupted  even  the  sacred  priesthood  ; and  religious 
heresy  became  the  means  of  their  power,  and  the 
terrible  instrument  of  their  malice  or  tyranny.  Are 
laymen  more  pure  or  safer  depositaries  of  unlimited 
discretion?  May  it  not  be  justly  apprehended  that 
political  heresy  may  become,  in  the  hands  of  the 
judiciary,  as  formidable  a means  of  power  and  as 
vindictive  an  instrument  of  malice  and  tyranny  ? 
“ Confidence  is  every  where  the  parent  of  despot- 
ism ; free  government  is  founded  in  jealousy,  not 
confidence.  It  is  jealousy,  not  confidence,  which 
prescribes  limited  constitutions,  to  bind  down  those 
whom  we  are  obliged  to  trust  with  power.” 

The  committee  believe  that  the  spirit  of  our  in- 
stitutions is  onward;  and  that  it  is  more  consistent 
with  that  spirit  to  look  upon  the  ruins  of  the  inqui- 
sition which  have  fallen  before  the  progress  of  hu- 
man liberty,  as  monuments  of  its  triumph,  than  to 
find  materials  to  reconstruct  new  fortresses,  from 
which  to  assail  the  imprescriptible  rights  of  man. 


The  magnitude  of  the  discretionary  power  com- 
mitted by  this  bill  to  the  judiciary,  has  a tendency 
to  convert  our  form  of  government  into  a judicial 
despotism,  quite  as  intolerable  to  a free  people,  and 
equally  odious  as  any  other.  The  history  of  the 
star  chamber,  like  that  of  the  inquisition,  pioves 
that  no  class,  however  venerated  and  elevated,  is  the 
safe  depository  of  unlimited  discretionary  power, 
even  for  the  most  holy  and  salutary  ends.  The 
most  dangerous  and  destructive  assaults  upon  human 
rights  have  been  made  from  fortresses  constructed 
for  their  defence.  It  deserves  serious  consideration, 
whether  a law  like  this  bill  could  ever  he  carried 
into  execution  at  this  day,  and  under  our  free  insti- 
tutions— a law  which  prostrates  the  freedom  of 
thought,  of  action,  of  speech,  and  of  the  press,  so 
tar  as  respects  a large  portion  of  the  most  intelligent, 
respected,  and  meritorious  of  our  citizens.  The 
great  body  of  the  functionaries  whom  this  bill  would 
effect,  have  been  honored  by  the  selection  of  the 
people,  to  discharge  responsible,  duties,  lor  their 
honesty,  capacity,  and  fidelity  to  the  constitution. 
The  habitual  reviler  of  republican  institutions,  and 
of  the  capacity  of  the  people  for  self  government, 
may  in  vain  attempt  to  fix  a stigma  upon  all  officers 
who  derive  their  appointments  from  the  people,  for 
the  purpose  of  thus  gradually  ui  dermining  their  con- 
fidence in  the  government  of  their  choice,  but  the 
people  will  always  be  found  true  to  themselves,  and 
will  never  submit  to  the  execution  of  a law  which 
deprives  their  fellow-citizen  of  his  common  and 
equal  lights,  simply  because  they  had  distinguished 
him  by  their  favor  and  preference.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  this  bill  would  arm  a body  of  in- 
formers with  dangerous  powers.  In  the  contests  of 
parties,  it  may  happen  that  the  slate  functionaries 
may  unite  with  the  corporations  of  associated  wealth, 
in  a party  struggle  to  obtain  the  power  of  the  fede- 
ral government;  armed  with  the  tremendous  engin- 
ery of  this  law,  actions  of  debt,  bill,  or  plaint,  in 
any  district  or  circuit  court  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  penalty  and  costs,  is  there  not  reason  to  fear 
that  it  would  be  used  with  ruinous  efiect  against 
any  of  the  proscribed  officers,  who  would  not  use 
“ the  great  powers”  given  to  the  officers  of  the  fed- 
eral government  to  promote  the  views  of  the  office 
seekers?  On  the  other  hand,  would  it  not  enable 
a corrupt  administration  to  punish  them  for  an  in- 
dependent exercise  of  their  judgment  in  like  man- 
ner ? Th.e  committee  will  only  advert  to  one  other 
objection  to  the  policy  of  this  bill.  Its  obvious 
tendency  is  to  alienate  the  people  from  the  federal 
government,  by  infusing  a jealousy  of  its  powers 
and  its  officers,  by  unjust  discriminations  between 
the  two  sets  of  functionaries  chosen  by  the  people, 
to  carry  on  the  two  co-ordinate  departments  of  the 
one  single  and  integral  government,  formed  by  the 
compact  of  the  states,  to  array  the  state  govern- 
ments and  its  functionaries  against  the  federal  gov- 
ernment and  its  functionaries,  and  thus  giaduallv  to 
undermine  or  w'eaken  it,  by  treating  as  aliens  in’ the 
state  governments  those  who  accept  office  under  the 
federal  government.  In  short,  its  tendency  wotild 
be,  to  “ alienate  one  portion  of  the  country  from 
the  rest,  and  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties  which  now 
link  together  the  various  parts,”  and  therefore,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  ought  to  be  resisted 
in  the  beginning. 

The  committee  are  aware  that  a precedent  may 
be  found  for  the  principles  of  this  bill,  and  almost 
its  language,  in  the  legislation  of  England.  So  also 
may  be  found  a precedent  for  the  total  disfranchise- 
ment of  the  officers'of  the  customs,  excuse  duties, 
and  post  office,  while  holding  office.  Such  a plant 
may  be  indigenous  in  such  a soil.  Here  it  must  ever 
be  an  exotic,  from  the  essential  difference  between 
the  two  governments.  In  the  Biitish  government, the 
jealousy  of  encroachment  on  the  rights  ol  the  people 
is  confined  to  the  king.  The  representatives  ol  the 
people  are  considered  not  only  exempt  themselves 
from  distrust,  but  likewise  the  guardians  of  the 
people  against  such  encroachments.  Hence,  there, 
it  is  a principle  that  parliament  is  omnipotent ; and 
all  barriers  aie  raised,  not  against  the  parliament, 
but  the  prerogative  of  the  king.  Here,  all  power 
emanates  from  the  people;  and  the  constitution, 
which  is  paramount  to  all  laws,  secures  them  as 
well  against  legislative  as  executive  usurpation. 
The  committee  are  not  prepared  to  yield  to  the 
policy  of  importing  the  chains  and  gags  of  the  legis- 
lation of  Great  Britain  to  manacle  and  fetter  the  iree 
citizens  of  this  country.  The  free  and  honest  ex- 
ercise of  the  right  of  suffrage  ought  not  to  be 
abridged,  shackled,  or  fettered  by  federal  legisla- 
tion; nor  should  any  class  of  citizens  be  rendered 
odious  by  jealous  distinctions.  The  committee  can 
perceive  no  reason  for  the  adoption  by  congress  of 
any  restriction  upon  any  of  what  they  deem  the  in- 
estimable  and  unalienable  rights  of  every  class  of 
citizens,  merely  because  they  have  been  honored 
with  the  confidence  of  the.  people.  They  know  no 
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objection  to  reason,  argument,  or  even  persuasion, 
by  word,  message,  or  writing,  either  belore  or  after 
an  election,  from  whomsoever  it  may  proceed,  or 
by  whatever  motive  prompted.  Nor  do  they  under- 
stand oh  what  just  principles  it  can  be  maintained 
that  the  possession  ot  office  simply  should  deprive 
a citizen  of  the  influence  arising  Irom  character,  in- 
telligence, integrity,  and  the  confidence  which  they 
inspire,  anil  of  the  right  to  use  it  as  others  are  left 
free  to  use  theirs.  The  edlnmittee  can  find  no 
scales  in  the  consitution  in  which  to  weigh  the  re- 
lative patriotism,  integrity  and  independence  of  the 
functionaries  of  the  federal  or  state  governments, 
am!  the  officers  of  corporations,  or  the  employers  of 
individuals.  They  cannot  believe  that  the  em- 
ployees of  the  federal  government  are  more  corrupt 
or  corrupting  than  the  employees  of  other  bodies 
corporate  or  politic,  or  of  individuals.  They  are 
satisfied  that  the  best  corrective  of  any  abuse  of  the 
freedom  or  purity  of  elections  by  the  officers  desig 
naled,  in  the  manner  rendered  penal  by  this  bill, 
even  if  any  such  exists,  will  be  found  in  an  enlight- 
ened public  opinion,  which,  sooner  or  later,  dep  -nils 
upon  the  legitimate  moral  force  of  truth,  and  the 
influence  of  reason  and  fair  argument,  irrespective 
of  mere  official  authority.  So  lar,  they  believe  the 
experience  of  the  working  of  our  institutions  has 
proved  the  truth  of  the  axiom  of  the  great  apostle 
of  democracy,  that  “error  of  opinion  may  always 
be  safely  tolerated,  where  reason  is  left  free  to  com- 
bat it.”  They  can  find  no  justification  of  the  policy 
or  justice  of  restraining,  by  law,  the  unlimited 
liberty  of  the  exercise  of  the  freedom  of  speech  or 
of  the  press  by'  every  class  of  citizens,  whether  in  | 
or  out  of  office,  than  such  as  in  other  countries  has 
prompted  the  establishment  of  political  or  religions 
inquisitions,  analagous  to  the  tendencies  of  this  bill, 
which  are  alike  at  war  with  experience,  the  spirit 
of  the  age,  and  the  genius  of  our  institutions.  But 
if  any  mischief  has  arisen  or  may  arise  from  this 
source,  the  legitimate  remedy  must  be  sought  arid 
found  in  the  legislation  of  the  several  states,  whose 
constitutional  duty  it  is  to  piescribe  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  their  citizens,  free  from  the  con- 
trol of  federal  legislation. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  entertained  as 
to'the  policy  of  thi3  law,  the  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion that  the  remedy  proposed  is  unconstitutional. 
The  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  consti- 
tution declares  that  the  members  of  the  house  of 
representatives  shall  be  chosen  “ by  the  people  of 
the  states,  who  shall  have  the  qualifications  re- 
quisite for  electors  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of 
the  state  legislature.”  And  by  article  second,  sec- 
tion first,  declares  that  electors  of  president  and 
vice  president  “shall  be  appointed  in  such  manner 
as  the  state  legislatures  may  direct and  the  second 
section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitution  de- 
clares that  the  citizens  of  each  state  “ shall  be  en- 
titled to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens 
in  the  several  states.”  Congress,  therefore,  have 
no  right  to  intermeddle,  by  law,  in  prescribing  the 
qualifications  of  electors,  or  the  mode  of  conducting 
elections  of  members  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
or  electors  of  president  and  vice  president,  nor  in 
respect  to  the  privilege  or  immunities  of  a citizen 
of  a state  ; that  right  belongs  exclusively  to  the 
states,  and  is  by  the  constitution  withheld  from  the 
federal  government.  It  is  difficult  to  perceive  upon 
what  constitutional  grant  of  power  the  right  to  pre- 
scribe the  qualifications  ot  electors,  and  the  mode 
of  conducting  state  elections  for  state  officers,  can 
be  sustained,  and  the  committee  cannot  find  any 
warrant  in  that  instrument  for  its  assumption  by 
congress. 

But  if  any  doubt  upon  this  subject  could  exist,  it 
is  dispelled  by  the  first  article  of  the  amendments 
to  the  constitution,  which  declares  that  “congress 
shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of 
religion,  or  the  free  exercise  thereof,  or  abridging 
the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,  or  of  the  right 
of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  to  petition  the 
government  for  the  redress  of  grievances.”  The 
committee  believe  that  the  powers  of  the  federal 
government  result  from  the  constitution,  and  are 
limited  by  the  plain  sense  and  intention  of  that  in- 
strument, and  that  the  state  sovereignties  are  only 
diminished  by  powprs  specifically  enumerated,  or 
necessary  to  carry  the  specified  powers  into  effect; 
and  that  the  states,  by  the  constitution,  retained  to 
themselves  the  right  of  protecting  the  freedom  of 
religious  principles,  and  of  judging  how  far  the 
licentiousness  of  speech  and  of  the  press  may  be 
abridged  without ‘lessening  their  useful  freedom, 
and  how  far  the  abuses  which  cannot  be  separated 
from  their  use  should  be  tolerated,  rather  than  the 
use  be  destroyed.  The  freedom  of  religion,  of 
speech,  and  of  the  press,  and  of  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple peaceably  to  assemble  and  petition  for  the  re- 
dress of  grievances,  is  withdrawn,  in  express  terms, 
from  the  powers  of  the  federal  government.  It  is 


deemed  unnecessary  by  the  committee  to  attempt  to 
demonslate  these  propositions.  They  have  already 
been  done  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Virginia  legis- 
lature in  1798,  1799  and  1800,  and  the  resolutions  of 
the  legislature  of  Kentucky  in  1798  and  1799.  The 
provisions  of  this  bill  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  more  cleai ly  unconstitutional  than  those 
of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws;  their  tendency  is 
more  clearly  and  unequivocally  to  abridge  the  free- 
dom of  speech,  of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  of 
the  right  of  peaceably  assembling.  It  is  true  it  is 
confined  to  a particular  class,  certain  designated 
officers  under  the  federal  government,  but  it  will 
hardly  be  seriously  contended  that  this  makes  any 
essential  difference.  If  you  may  lawfully  abridge 
the  freedom  intended  to  be  granted  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  all,  by  laws  embracing  only  a portion,  you 
may  thus  proceed  until  all  are  finally  deprived  of 
their  rights. 

Under  every  aspect  that  the  committee  have  been 
able  to  view  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  it  appears  to 
them  that  it  is  unjust,  unequal,  impracticable,  im- 
politic, tyrannical,  and  unconstitutional  ; that  it  is 
founded  on  an  assumption  of  power  by  the  federal 
government  not  granted  by  the  constitution,  and 
destructive  of  the  rights  of  the  several  independent 
slates  composing  the  union,  and  of  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  citizens  of  those  states,  and  that  its 
provisions  are  of  a most  alarming  and  dangerous 
tendency — not  called  for  by  any  existing  mischief, 
and  would  not  afford  an  appropriate  remedy  if  such 
mischief  existed.  They,  therefore,  respectfully  re- 
port the  said  bill,  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
| mend  that  the  same  should  not  be  passed. 

A BILL  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain  federal 
officers  in  elections. 

To  the  end  that  the  great  powers  given  to  the  officers 

of  the  federal  government,  and  other  persons  em- 
ployed in  its  service,  may  not  be  used  for  the  in- 
fluencing of  elections,  which  ought  to  be  free  and 
. incorrupt : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled. 
That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  no  mar- 
shal or  deputy  marshal,  no  postmaster  or  deputy  post- 
master, no  receiver  or  register  of  a land  office,  or  any 
of  their  deputies  or  clerks,  no  surveyor  general  of  the 
public  lands,  or  any  of  his  deputies  or  assistants,  no 
collector,  surveyor,  naval  officer,  weigher,  guager,  ap- 
praiser, or  other  officer  or  person  whatsoever  concerned 
or  employed  in  the  charging,  collecting,  levying,  or 
managing  the  customs,  or  any  branch  or  part  thereof, 
no  engineer,  officer,  or  agent  employed  or  concerned  in 
the  execution  or  superintendence  of  any  of  the  public 
works,  shall,  by  word,  message,  or  writing,  or  in  any 
other  manner  whatsoever,  endeavor  to  persuade  any 
elector  to  give,  or  dissuade  any  elector  from  giving  his 
vote  for  the  choice  of  any  person  to  be  elector  of  presi- 
dent and  vice  president  of  these  United  States,  or  for 
the  choice  of  any  person  to  be  a senator  or  represen- 
tative in  the  congress  of  the  said  United  States,  or  for 
the  choice  of  any  person  to  be  governor  or  lieutenant 
governor  of  any  state,  or  of  any  person  to  be  a repre- 
sentative or  member  in  the  legislative  department  of 
any  state  of  this  union,  or  for  the  choice  of  any  person 
to  serve  in  any  public  office  established  by  the  law  of, 
any  of  said  states ; nor  shall  any  such  officer  or  person 
intermeddle  in  any  of  the  elections  above  mentioned, 
or  use  any  means  with  intent  to  influence  or  control 
the  same,  otherwise  than  by  giving  his  own  vote  ; and 
every  person  offending  therein  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars;  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  inform- 
er, and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  United  States 
aforesaid,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  by  any 
person  that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  by  action  of  debt, 
bill,  or  plaint,  in  any  of  the  district  or  circuit  courts  of 
the  United  Stales ; and  every  person  convict,  on  any 
such  suit,  of  the  said  offence,  shall  thereby  become  dis- 
abled and  incapable  of  ever  bearing  or  executing  any 
office  or  place  of  trust  whatsoever  under  the  said 
United  States. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

THIRD  SESST ON — SENATE. 

February,  2.  Petitions  were  presented  as  fol- 
lows : 

By  Mr.  Buchanan  : From  a number  of  owners  of 
ships,  masters  and  pilots,  asking  an  appropriation  to 
make  a harbor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  canal  : they  concur  in  recommending 
this  position  as  alfording  more  security  from  storms 
or  ice  than  any  other  on  the  whole  river. 

Also,  from  numerous  citizens  residing  upon  arid 
near  the  Ohio  river,  asking  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  same. 

By  Mr.  Benton  From  the  cordwainers  of  the 
city  of  Washington,  cornnlaining  of  the  system  pur- 
sued in  the  penitentiary  oftheDistrict,  as  detrimen- 
tal to  honest  labor,  and  interfering  with  the  rights 
ofthe  mechanic. 

By  Mr  Swift:  From  citizens  of  Vermont,  asking 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  ofColumbia. 


In  this  case  the  motion  to  receive  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

After  a few  private  reports  were  received  from 
committees,  the  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupi- 
ed, according  to  special  order,  in  the  consideration 
of  bills  involving  private  land  claims,  a number  of 
which  were  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri,  ap- 
proved 9th  July,  1832,  and  the  act  supplementary 
thereto,  approved  March  2,  1833,  w as  amended,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  so  as  to  limit  its  operation 
to  claims  not  exceeding  10,000  arpens  each,  and 
then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Alter  a short  executive  session. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

February  4.  Nearly  the  whole  day’s  session  was 
devoted  by  the  senate  to  the  consideration  of  pri- 
vate bills. 

Mr.  Strange  presented  certain  joint  resolutions  of 
the  legislature  of  North  Carolina,  asking  lor  a law 
by  w hich  silver  change  may  be  coined  at  the  branch 
min  s,  and  complainiugot  its  scarcity  in  that  state. 
On  the  presentation  of  these  resolutions  an  inciden- 
tal debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Clay,  Strange, 
Niles,  Benton,  and  Broum  took  part,  when  they 
were  referred,  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  5.  The  bill  from  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives making  appropriations  for  the  revolutionary 
and  other  pensioners,  was  reported,  considered  in 
committee  ofthe  whole,  and  ordered  to  a third  rea- 
ding. 

Also,  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  tem- 
porary support  of  the  Seminole  Indians  removed 
from  Floi  ida. 

The  bill  introduced  from  the  committee  on  mili- 
tary affairs  for  the  armed  occupation  ofFlorida,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Benton  explained  at  length  the  objects  ofthe 
bill,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Preston  against  its 
principles,  and  Mr.  Linn  in  it3  favor.  The  discus- 
sion was  continued  to  a late  hour,  when  the  bill 
wms  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  to 
go  into  the  consideration  ofexecutive  business,  and 
alter  spending  sometime  thereon,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

February  6.  A number  of  bills  were  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed,  among  w'hich  vvere,*tlie  bill  to 
regulate  the  pay  of  masters  in  the  navy,  the  bill 
to  establish  a pension  agency  at  Montpelier,  in 
Vermont,  and  the  bill  granting  to  the  state  of  Illi- 
nois the  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands. 

The  bill  for  the  armed  occupation  ofFlorida  was 
briefly  discussed.  This  bill  provides  for  the  settle- 
ment of  10,000  male  adults,  to  each  of  whom  is 
granted  for  one  year  a ration  of  beef  and  bread, 
together  with  ammunition,  and  a donation  of  320 
acres  of  land,  after  the  Indians  shall  have  been, 
driven  from  the  seltlements. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  requiring  that  the  military  stations  should  not 
be  within  less  than  ten  miles  of  each  other,  and  by 
striking  out  the  requisition  that  the  settlers  under~ 
the  bili  should  not  absent  themselves  without  leave 
rfrom  commanding  officers  of  the  United  States. 

■.  Mr.  Preston  having  remarked  that  the  senator- 
from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  had  desired  a test  vote; 
on  this  bill  at  an  early  stage  of  its  progress,  moved,, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  that  test,  that  the  bill  be- 
indefinitely  postponed.  Tills  motion  was  carried^ 
in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clav  of  Kv.,  Crittenden^, 
Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,. 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith  of 
Inda.,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallniadge,  Webster*. 
Wlii’e,  Young — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calr 
lioun,  Clay  of  Ala.,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King, 
Lumpkin,  Mouron,  Nicholas.  Niles,  Norvell,  Robinsoa, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Conn.,  Wall,  Williams  of  Mississippi,. 
Wright— 20. 

Subsequently  this  vote  was  reconsidered,  rjad* 
the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table  (or  further  considera- 
tion. 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  February  2.  The  motion  to  reconrmit 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  on 
the  state  of  the  finances,  with  instructions  to  cor- 
rect any  errors  that  may  be  found  therein,  being 
the  unfinished  busines  ofthe  morning  hour,  .was 
resumed,  when  Mr.  Petiikin  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  oF 
Mr.  Biddle,  who,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Pickens  re- 
marks a tew  days  since,  disclaimed  any  knowledge 
of  party  concert  in  reference  to  the  tariff'. 

Mr.  Rhcti  addressed  the  house  for  some  time  on, 
the  general  subject  ofthe  report. 

The  previous  question  being  then  insiste  idon  bjr 
Mr.  Pelrikin,  was  put  and  rejected. 
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Mr.  Briggs  commenced  a reply  to  Mr.  Rhett,  but 
his  remarks  were  arrested  by  ttie  orders  ot  the  da) 
being  announced. 

Tlie  large  mass  ol'  private  bills  considered  in 
committee  yesterday  were  to-day  passer!  and  sent 
to  the  senate  lor  concurrence.  A lew  others  were 
acted  on,  and  then 

The  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  February  4.  The  resolution  submitted 
by  Mi  . Davies  on  Monday  last  to  change  the  daily 
hour  ol  meeting  ot  the  house  to  11  o’clock,  A.  M. 
was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  R ussell  (leave  having  been  denied)  made  an 
ineffectual  motion  to  suspend  the  rule,  for  the  put- 
pose'  of  enabling  him  to  submit  a motion  that  the 
bill  reported  from  the  select  committee  in  relation 
to  the  introduction  of  foreign-  paupers  into  the 
United  States,  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day 
for  Thursday  of  next  week. 

This  b ing  the  day,  by  the  rules,  set  apart  for 
the  presentation  of  petitions  and  memorials,  the 
states  were  called  in  order  from  Vermont  down, 
and  the  whole  day  was  consumed  in  disposing  ol 
business  ol  that  character.  A great  number  were 
presented  from  the  non-slaveholding  states  on  tke 
subject  of  abolition  and  the  slave  trade,  the  inde- 
pendence of  Hayti,  ike.,  a few  asking  the  repeal  of 
the  late  revision  of  the  neutrality  law,  and  the  bal- 
ance were  generally  of  a private  and  local  charac- 
ter. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  5 The  lirst  hour  was  taken  up  in 
an  effort  by  Air.  Adams  to  amend  an  entry  on  the 
journal  in  relation  to  a petition  presented  by  Mr. 
Moore  yesterday  from  citizens  of  this  District,  pray- 
ing congress  to  give  no  countenance  to  abolition 
memorials. 

The  entry  was  as  follows: 

“ Mr.  Moore  presented  a petition  of  citizens  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  that  congress  will  give 
neither  support  nor  countenance  to  a band  of  fanatics, 
embracing  men,  women,  and  children,  who  cease  not 
day  or  mgnt  to  crowd  the  tables  of  congress  with  their 
seditious  memorials  upon  the  subject  ol  slavery,  having 
a tendency  to  disturb  the  integrity  of  the  union.  A 
brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  this  petition  was 
made  by  Air.  M.;  when  it  was  laid  on  the  tabie.’’ 

Air.  Adams  moved  the  following  substitute  for 
the  last  two  lines : 

“And  while  Mr.  Moore  was  making  a brief  state- 
ment of  the  contents  of  said  petition,  lie  was  called  to 
order,  and  the  speaker  decided  him  to  be  not  in  order, 
and  tin  pciidon  was  sent  to  the  clerk’s  table,  and  no 
order  of  the  house  was  taken  thereon.” 

After  some  conversation  and  much  confusion,  the 
matter  was  terminated  by  laying  the  motion  of  Air. 
A.  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Craig. 

The  debate  on  Air.  Catnbreleng’s  report  on  the 
state  of  the  finances  was  then  resumed,  and  Alp. 
Briggs  and  Air.  Marvin  severally  addressed  the 
house  till  the  expiration  of  the  time  allotted  for 
morning  business.  The  latter  genlleman  moved 
that  tlie  committee  of  ways  and  means  be  instruct- 
ed to  report  the  usual  harbor  bill,  according  to  the 
estimates  of  the  proper  departments. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
executive  communications  : 

A -letler  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting 
reports  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  com- 
missioner of  Indian  affairs,  in  answer  to  the  call  of 
the  house  of  tile  14th  ultimo,  requiring  a statement 
of  the  number  of  Indians  annually  removed  the 
western  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  from  1789 
to  1839. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting 
a report  of  the  paymaster  general,  containing  the 
information  called  for  by  the  house  on  Ihe  28th  of 
January  last,  in  relation  to  the  non-payment  of 
North  Carolina  volunteers  during  the  last  year. 

A letter  from  the  postmaster  general,  transmit- 
ting information  called  lor  by  the  bouse  on  the  2Sth 
of  January  last,  in  relation  to  the  failures  in  the 
ordinary  and  express  mails  to  and  from  the  city  ol 
New  Orleans  within  the  last  six  morilhs. 

A letter  from  the  postmaster  general,  stating,  in 
answer  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  tlie  9th  of 
July,  1S3S,  that  no  additional  clerks  were  employ- 
ed in  the  post  office  department  in  answering  calls 
of  the  house  of  representatives  ; but  that  the  labor 
imposed  by  Ihose  calls  pressed  heavily  upon  the 
regular  clerks. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  stating, 
in  answer  to  the  call  of  the  house  of  the  28th  ultimo, 
for  copies  ot  certain  charges  heretofore  preferred  by 
Samuel  Etheridge  against  captain  J D.  Elliott,  ol 
the  navy,  that,  after  a careful  examination  of  the 
department,  no  such  charges  have  been  found. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting 
an  abstract  of  the  general  returns  of  the  militia  ol 
the  United  Stales,  and  of  their  arms,  accoutre- 
ments, and  ammunition,  for  1S3S. 


Tlie  house  then  went  into  committee  on  the 
mion,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlie  army 
,ervice  bill,  the  pending  question  being  on  tlie  mo- 
aoii  of  Air.  Mason  of  Va.  to  increase  the  item  lor 
uational  armories  from  j$3OU,00U  to  $361), DUO,  the 
j-ame  as  in  former  years. 

Mr.  Calhoun  of  Alass.  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
but  yielded  it  to  Air.  'Thompson,  who  addressed  the 
committee  al  leuglh  upon  the  leading  topics  of  the 
day,  and  also  in  support  of  tlie  pending  proposition. 

The  amendment  was  then  rejected,  ayes  37,  noes 
nut  counted. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  three  items  of  amendments, 
which  lie  said  were  re-apptoprialions  of  amounts 
gone  to  the  surplus  fund,  viz  : $32,125  tor  opening 
a military  road  on  Ihe  western  Irontier;  $18,588  lor 
completing  bariacks  at  Savannah;  $9,029  for  com- 
pleting barracks  at  lort  Severn,  Maryland  ; all  ol 
which,  after  a few  words  from  Mr.  Rice  Garland, 
were  rejected. 

Air.  Johnson  of  La.  proposed  an  item  of  $20,000, 
for  lort  Livingston,  in  Louisiana,  which  was  also  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  the  appropriation  of  $50,000 
for  surveys  of  a civil  and  military  character,  con- 
nected with  the  defence  of  the  Atlantic  frontier,  Ike. 
and  had  letters  from  the  department  read  in  support 
of  it;  but  it  was  rejected. 

Air.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  moved  an  amendment  for 
improving  the  machinery  and  repairing  the  build 
ings  at  Harper’s  ferry,  and  quoted  recommendations 
and  estimates  in  support  ol  tlie  amendment,  but  it 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  Mercer,  to  obviate  an  objection  of  AH.  Cam- 
breleng,  offered  his  amendment  lor  surveys  in  a new 
form,  confining  it  to  tlie  $30,000  authorized  by  the 
act  of  1824  ; but  the  committee  rejected  it. 

All-.  Montgomery  offered  a long  amendment,  pro- 
posing some  new  regulations  and  restrictions  res- 
pecting the  pay  and  allowances  of  officers  in  the 
army  ; which  was  declared  out  of  order. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  house,  which  concurred  in  all  the  amend- 
ments ol  the  committee. 

The  item  lor  the  military  road  on  the  western 
frontier  was  offered  anew  by  Mr.  Cambreleng,  and 
agreed  to: 

Air.  Mercer  renewed  his  motion  for  the  appro- 
priation of  $30,000  for  surveys;  but,  before  any 
question  was  taken — 

Tlie  bouse  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  February  6.  Afleroneor  two  inef- 
fectual motions  to  set  aside  the  regular  order  ot  bu- 
siness, for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  certain  special 
matters,  tile  committees  were  called  forrepoits,  and 
about  fifty  private  bills  for  pensions  and  claims 
were  brought  in.  Those  of  a public  character  were 
as  follows  : 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  an  amendment  to  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
oi  tlie  government  lor  1839. 

Mr.  FI.  Johnson,  from  the  committee  on  com- 
merce, reported  a bill  making  an  appropriation  tor 
the  erection  ol  a marine  hospital  in  the  city  of  St. 
Joglph,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

^vlr.  Cushman,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
without  amendment  the  joint  resolution  from  (he 
senate  authorizing  the  president  ol'  the  Uniled  States 
to  cause  certain  surveys  to  De  made  ; a bill  making 
appropriations  for  building  light-houses,  light-boats, 
beacon  iiglit3,  and  buoys  lor  the  year  1839;  a bill 
making  appropriations  for  building  a pier  at  the 
northern  extremity  of  Winnebago  lake,  and  lor 
other  purposes  ; and  a bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan 
Levy. 

Air.  Shields,  from  Ihe  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
concurred  in  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office  be  required  to  transmit  to  this  house,  at  as  early 
a day  as  practicable,  a copy  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween him  and  the  recorder  in  relation  to  the  correct- 
ing, examining,  signing,  and  issuing  of  patents  : and  a 
statement,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  of  the  aver- 
age number  of  erroneous  patents  issued  by  mistake,  or 
inadvertently  ; and  bis  opinion  with  regard  to  the  best 
remedy  for  the  prevention  of  like  errors  in  future. 

Mr.  Word,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a re- 
port against  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Alissouri, 
'praying  a cession  of  swamp  lands  in  the  southern 
part  of  that  state. 

Air.  Loomis,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a bill  authorizing,  the  issuing  of  duplicate  land  war- 
rants in  cases  where  the  warrants  originally  issued 
are  lost  or  destroy  td. 

Air.  L.  also  reported  the  following  resolution, 
winch  was  concurred  in: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  | resented  to 
the  next  congress,  at  an  early  day,  a plan  for  the  sale  of 
the  public  mineral  lands,  having  reference  as  well  to  the 


amount  of  revenue  to  be  derived  from  them  as  to  (heir 
value  as  public  property,  and  as  to  lite  equitable  claims 
of  individuals  upon  them;  and  that  he  at  the  same 
time  communicate  to  congress  all  the  information  in 
possession  of  the  treasury  department  relative  to  their 
location,  value,  productiveness,  and  occupancy  ; and 
that  hu  cause  feuch  further  information  to  be  collected, 
and  surveys  to  be  made,  as  may  be  necessary  for  these 
purposes. 

Mr.  Bouldin,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
ol  Columbia,  repot  ted  w ith  amendments  senate  bill 
to  amend  an  act  entited  “an  act  to  establish  aciimi- 
nal  court  in  tlie  District  of  Columbia.” 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  from  tlie  committee  on  mili- 
tary atlaiis,  reported  a bill  for  the  election  of  an 
armory  on  the  western  w aters. 

Air.  McKay,  from  tlie  same  committee,  reported 
a bill  making  an  appropriation  lor  paying  the 
claims  of  the  militia  ot  Vermont,  called  out  by  the 
governor  of  that  state  to  prevent  au  unlawful  incur- 
sion into  Canada. 

Also,  a bill  making  appropriations  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  adjoining  the  arsenal  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina. 

Also,  a bill  making  appropriations  to  carry  on 
and  complete  certain  military  surveys,  and  a reso- 
lution ol  Ihe  senate  for  the  purchase  of  the  island 
at  the  confluence  o!  ttie  St.  Peter’s  and  Mississippi 
livers,  which  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Also,  a joint  resolution  authorizing  the  secretary 
of  war  to  purchase  a site  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  a powder  magazine  and  keeper’s  house ; 
which  resolution  was  read,  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and.  read  a third  time  to-day. 

Air.  Bronson,  from  the  committee  on  the  territo- 
ries, reported  a bid  i'or  the  relief  ot  the  Brotherton 
Indians  in  the  territory  ol  Wisconsin. 

Also,  a bill  to  establish  g system  of  internal  im- 
provements in  Wisconsin. 

Also,  a bill  to  fix  the  salaries  of  the  keepers  of 
tile  public  archives  in  Florida. 

Air.  Bolls,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  organic  laws  ol  the  terri- 
tories of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Sergeant,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee on  steam  engines, 

Resolved ; That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  eons  deraiion  of  the  petition  and  papers  relating 
to  the  alleged  invention  of  Cadwallader  Evans,  the 
subject  being  properly  cognizable  by  the  commissioners 
appointed  under  the  act  of  last,  session. 

Mr.  Underwood,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
petition  of  James  llurnsey,  made  a report  at  length 
concluding  wilh  the  lolloping  resolution,  to  wit: 

Resolved  by  ihe  senate  and  house  of  representatives  in 
congress  assenit.led,  That  the  president  of  die  United 
S ates  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  present  to 
James  Rumsey,  jr.  the  son  and  only  surviving  child  of 
James  Rumsey,  deceased,  a suital±le  gold  medal  com- 
memorative of  his  father’s  services  and  high  agency  in 
giving  to  the  world  the  benefit  of  steamboats. 

Air.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  from  tlie  select  commit- 
tee to  which  were  referred  certain  resolutions  in  rela- 
tion to  Ihe  mode  of  collecting  and  disbursing  the 
public  revenue,  made  a report  thereon,  and  reported 
a bill  to  provide  for  tlie  collection  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  money. 

Air.  De  Graff,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  an  ac  t in  addition  to  an  act  supplementary 
to,  and  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imposts  and  tonnage, 
passed  March,  1795,  and  for  other  purposes,  winch 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engtossed. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlie 
army  service  bill  for  1839,  the  pending  question  be- 
ing on  the  motion  of  Air.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  an  ap- 
propriation of  $30,000  lor  tlie  prosecution  of  sur- 
veys under  the  act  of  1S24. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  ail  after  the  word  “ for,”  and  insert- 
ing, in  lien  thereof,  an  appropriation  of  $4,000  tor 
arrearages  of  surveys  under  ttie  act  of  1824. 

After  some  remarks  tioin  Air.  Mercer  in  opposi- 
tion to,  tlie  amendment,  Air.  C.  withdrew  it,  giving 
liotice  that  lie  should  renew  when  the  special  bill 
for  surveys,  reported  this  morning  by  Air.  McKay, 
came  up. 

The  debate  was  continued  at  much  length  by 
Messrs.  Bell,  Mercer,  Holsey,  Pickens,  Garland,  of 
Va.,  Evans,  Mason,  of  Ohio,  Taylor,  Howard,  Craig, 
and  Carter,  when  Air.  Pclrikin  moved  Ihe  previous 
question,  hut  l lie  house  refused  to  second  il — ayes 
65,  noes  67.  Mr.  Cambreleng  and  Air.  Robertson 
then  addressed  the  house,  when,  on  motion  of  Air. 
Murray,  the  house,  at  about  half  past  lour  o’clock 
adjourned. 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

In  the  senate,  after  the  leci-ption  of  some  reports 
and  private  petitions, 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a memorial, 
signed  by  a large  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  (tie 
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District  of  Columbia,  remonstrating  against  the  in- 
terference of  the  citizens  of  other  parts  oft  he  coun- 
try in  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District,  and  a- 
gainst  any  action  on  the  part  ofcongress  in  compli- 
ance with  such  unauthorized  interference. 

Mr.  C.  addressed  the  senate  for  about  two  hours 
in  opposition  to  the  proceedings  and  ulterior  de- 
signs of  the  abolitionists,  and  concluded  by  moving 
to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table,  as  it  prayed  for 
no  legislative  action  ; which  motion,  after  a few  re- 
marks from  Mr.  Calhoun  in  commendation  of  the 
views  of  Mr.  Clay,  was  agreed  to  nem.  diss.,  and  the 
senate  adjourned. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  from  the  select  commit- 
tee of  one  from  each  state  on  public  lands,  reported 
the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  i he  committee  report  to  the  house,  and 
ask  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  matters  referred  to  them,  and  that  the 
journal  of  the  committee  be  reported  and  published. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  committee  deem  it  inex- 
pedient to  take  further-steps  oil  the  subject  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  this  session.  , 

Mr.  Robertson,  moved  to  amend  the  said  resolu- 
tion by  striking  out  therefrom  all  after  the  word 
“resolved,”  and  inserting  the  following  : 

“That,  hereafter,  the  secretary  of  the  treasusy  shall 
cause  separate  accounts  to  be  kept  of  all  moneys  paid 
into  the  treasury  on  account  ofsales  of  the  public  lands, 
to  be  disposed  of  in  the  manner  herein  provided,  unless 
otherwise  by  law  specially  directed,  viz  : he  shall,  on  the 
first  day  ot  July  succeeding  the  next  census,  and  there- 
after semi-annually  on  the  1st  day  of  July  and  January 
in  each  year,  divide  all  the  said  moneys  then  in  the 
treasury  among  the  several  states  of  the  union  in  the 
ratio  of  their  federal  numbers. 

“ Provided,  nevertheless,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  appropriation  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  or  such  portion  there- 
of as  may  be  requisite  to  meet  the  necessary  expendi- 
tures of  the  government  for  any  year  in  which  the  re- 
ceipts from  customs  and  other  sources  of  revenue  shall 

be  estimated  to  fall  below millions  of  dollars,  and 

when  it  shall  be  deemed  proper,  on  that  account,  to  ap- 
ply the  said  proceeds  by  special  appiopriation  to  supply 
the  deficiency  and  those  expenditures. 

Provided,  also,  Thai  in  the  event  of  war  with  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  and  any  foreign  power,  the  semi-annual  di- 
vision shall  cease  and  be  suspended  during  the  continu- 
ance of  such  war. 

“ Provided , moreover,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  impair  the  right  and  obligation  of 
congress,  whenever  it  shall  satisfactorily  appear  that 
benefits  from  the  use  of  the  public  lauds,  or  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof,  have  been  heretofore,  or  shall  be  hereaf- 
ter, conferred  on  pariicular  slates,  to  extend  as  far  as 
practicable  to  each  and  all  the  states,  in  their  due  and 
just  proportions,  who  may  require  or  be  willing  ^ac- 
cept them,  similar  benefits  upon  the  same  or  equiva- 
lent terms.” 

Mr.  R.  addressed  the  house  for  an  hour  in  sup- 
port of  his  admendment,  and  had  not  concluded 
when  the  orders  of  the  day  were  called  for. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Dunn  laid  on  the  table  with 
a view  to  be  printed,  an  amendment  to  the  above 
amendment,  as  follows  : 

“First  paying  to  the  states  in  which  such  lands  are 
situate  twelve  and  a half  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  sold  within  such  states,  respectively.’’ 

Mr.  McKay  introduced  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  printed  of  document  122  of 
the  present  session,  being  a supplemental  report  from 
the  treasury  department  to  document  297  of  the  last 
session  of  congress,  upon  the  subject  of  public  defaulters, 
the  same  number  of  copies  as  was  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed of  document  297,  and  that  it  be  annexed  to  said 
document  297. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  he  house  the  following 
communications: 

A message  from  the  president,  in  compliance  with 
the  act  of  congress  of  March  3,  1S38,  transmitting 
the  tenth  annual  report  of  the  hoard  of  inspectors  o.f 
the  penitentiary  ot  Washington. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a 
report  of  the  colonel  ol  topographical  engineers  it* 
reference  to  the  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Stonington, 
Connecticut. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war.,  transmitting  a 
report  of  the  commissioner’ of  pensions  in  reply  to 
the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  31st 
December  last,  catling  for  a statement  of  the  number 
of  pensions  under  the  act  of  March  18,  1818,  which 
have  been  relinquished,  and  for  other  inioimation  re- 
snecting'them. 

“ A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in  answer  to  a 
resolution  of  the  house  of  the  23th  ult.  inquiring 
whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  improvements  upon  the 
harbors  can  be  suspended  or  discontinued  without 
endangering  the  existence  of  the  structures  already 
begun,  &c. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  stating, 
in  aswer  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  the  4th  in- 
stant, that  no  remittance  of  funds  has  been  made  by 


this  department  to  William  E.  Woodruff,  pension 
agent  for  the  state  of  Arkansas,  since  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in 
compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the 
15th  ultimo,  calling  for  the  whole  amount  of  the 
public  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  ex- 
tinguished, the  amount  surveyed,  the  amount  ceded 
to  the  stales  and  territories,  and  granted  and  re- 
served for  the  purposes  of  education,  roads,  canals, 
&c.  &c. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
army  service  bill  for  1839,  the  pending  question 
being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer  to  insert  at  the 
end  of  the  bill  an  appropriation  of  $30,000  for  the 
prosecution  of  surveys  under  the  act  of  1824. 

Mr.  Mercer  addressed  the  house  at  length  on  the 
subject  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Howard  suggested  the  following  modification 
of  the  amendment,  which  Mr.  Mercer  was  understood 
to  accept  : 

“For  the  prosecution  of  the  four  surveys  mentioned 

by  the  secretary  of  war  in  his  letter  of to  the 

committee  on  roads  and  canals  of the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, one  of  which  surveys  has  been  partly  exe- 
cuted under  a former  appropriation,  and  the  other  three 
ordered  to  be  made  by  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
§30,000. 

Mr.  Haynes  briefly  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
Mr.  Marvin  advocated  it  at  great  length.  As  soon 
as  Mr.  M.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Cambrelcng  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill  till  to-morrow,  and  that  it 
be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
and  next  day,  if  necessary,  until  it  be  disposed  of. 

Several  motions  were  made  to  adjourn,  but  the 
yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  they  were  with- 
drawn, and  Mr.  Cambreleng’s  motion  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  yeas  93,  nays  60  ; not  two  thirds. 

Mr.  Haynes  demanded  the  previous  question  on 
the  bill,  which,  being  seconded  by  S3  to  53,  was  put 
and  carried. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  reading,  and 
was  then  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  Speaker\s\A  before  the  house  a message  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  forwarding  the 
report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  test  the 
usefulness  of  inventions  to  prevent  the  explosion  of 
steam  boilers. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  in  relation  to  the  accounts  of  Thomas  Ir- 
vine, late  district  attorney  for  the  western  district  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 
By  yesterday’s  mail. 

The  French  steam  frigate  Veloce,  capt.  Bechameil, 
commander,  arrived  here  yesterday,  (Thursday,)  in 
seven  days  from  Havana.  The  Veloce  recently  ar- 
rived at  Havana  in  a short  run  from  Cherbourg, 
and  is  now  on  her  return  to  France,  having  come  to 
Baltimore  for  repairs  and  fuel.  Capt.  Bechameil  and 
his  first  officer  started  yesterday  afternoon  for  Wash- 
ington. Her  appearance  in  coining  up  the  river  jfcs- 
lenlay  was  highly  imposing. 

The  frigate  is  about  500  tons  burthen,  and  is  iron 
rigged.  She  will  be  moored  at  the  wharf  at  the 
point  this  morning,  and  after  the  necessary  repairs 
are  completed,  which  will  probably  require  eight  or 
ten  nays,  she  will  sail  for  France  direct. 

IBalt.  American. 

The  number  of  new  buildings,  of  all  classes,  erect- 
ed in  the  city  of  New  York  during  the  year  1S3S, 
was  731,  being  59  less  than  in  1837. 

The  number  of  new  buildings  erected  in  New 
York  since  the.  regular  returns  have  been  made, 
was  in 


1834 

877 

1835 

1259 

1836 

1S26 

1837 

840 

1838 

781 

Total 

5583 

■trvetive  fires  in  New  York. 

The  N.  Y. 

merciai  Advertiser  of  Tuesday  afternoon,  says  that 
about  seven  o’clock  on  that  morning  a fire  broke 
out  in  a building  in  the  rear  of  No.  113  Greene 
street,  owned  by  James  Baker,  and  occupied  in  the 
first  slory  by  H.  Allis,  carpenter,  and  the  second 
story  by  Mr.  Crane,  cabinet  maker.  It  commenced 
from  the  stove,  which  set  fire  to  some  of  the  shav- 
ings, and  the  premises  were  soon  all  in  flames. 
The  building  was  insured  lor  $500.  Mr.  Allis  lost 
$2,000 — no  insurance  ; Mr.  Crane  $100 — insured 
for  $50.  Several  of  the  workmen  in  the  shop  lost 
all  their  tools. 


Five  houses  on  Prince,  three  on  Greene,  ami  five 
on  Wooster  streets,  were  either  destroyed  or  great- 
ly injured.  The  total  amount  of  property  destroy- 
ed, exclusive  of  furniture,  is  estimated  at  $12,000. 

From  the  N.  York  Com.  Adv.,  Feb.  6. 

Last  night  about  ten  o’clock,  a fire  broke  out  in 
the  steam  saw  mill  and  mahogany  veneering  es- 
tablishment oflsaac  Pierce,  No.  91,  Attorney  street, 
which  was  entirely  destroyed,  together  with  pro- 
perty to  the  value  ol  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars, on  which  there  was  an  insurance  of  about 
$3,000. 

The  rear  of  No.  93,  a saw  mill  lately  , belonging  to 
Mr.  Decline,  but  at  present  unoccupied,  was  par- 
tially damaged. 

The  rear  of  No.  9-5,  the  vice  and  anvil  manufac- 
tory of  Mr.  Goldie,  partially  damaged  ; loss  $500  ; 
no  insurance. 

The  rear  of  No.  97,  the  iron  foundry  of  Mayer 
& Co.,  partially  damaged.  The  steam  engine  was 
somewhat  injured. 

The  rears  of  No.  89,  occupied  by  Mr.  Buckley, 
as  a cloth  dressing  establishment,  and  No.  87,  the 
machine  shop  of  Mr.  Snedecor,  were  damaged. 

A frame  building  in  the  rear  of  the  Clinton  dis- 
tillery, on  Clinton  street,  containing  a mill,  &c.  was 
destroyed— insured. 

A three  story  brick  building,  No.  6 of  a court 
leading  from  Clinton  street,  contiguous  to  the  dis- 
tillery, was  slightly  damaged  in  the  front. 

Loss  of  life.  At  half  past  one  o’clock  another 
fire  broke  out  in  a small  frame  building  in  nine- 
teenth street,  between  the  seventh  amt  eighth  ave- 
nues, which  was  entirely  destroyed.  It  was  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Murray,  as  a sort  of  grocery  store. 

His  wife,  a woman  of  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
perished  in  the  flames.  It  appears  that  she  esca- 
ped from  the  building,  but  went  back  to  save  some 
little  property,  when  it  is  supposed  she  was  suffoca- 
ted by  the  smoke.  Her  husband  attempted  to  res- 
cue her,  but  was  driven  back  by  the  bursting  out  of 
the  flames. 

Sales  at  the  New  York  stock  exchange,  Feb.  6. 

10  shares  Canton  company  49 

Exchange — No  alteration. 

Sales  of  slock  at  Philadelphia,  Feb'y  6. 

11  shares  U.  S.  Bank  119£ 

81  “ Philad.  and  Balto.  railroad  53J  a 54 

306  “ New  Castle  railroad  31 

New  York  flour  market.  The  Express  of  Wed- 
nesday says  : 

Extensive  shipments  of  flour  are  nowT  making. 
Full  ten  thousand  barrels  are  going  on  board  for 
Liverpool,  all  of  w!hich  has  been  purchased  some 
little  time.  The  purchases  of  flour  for  the  English- 
market  have  been  much  larger  than  has  been  sup- 
posed. In  this  city  they  have  been  all  of  twenty, 
and  including  those  at  the  south,  over  one  hundred 
thousand  barrels.  Here  the  price  paid  has  been  a 
trifle  under  nine  dollars.  The  operations  have 
been  very  adroitly  made,  so  much  so  as  not  to  ex- 
cite the  public  as  to  a knowledge  of  what  w'as  go- 
ing on.  The  holders  of  flour,  as  well  as  those  of 
cotton,  are  now  anxiously  looking  lor  the  arrival 
of  the  Great  Western  now  momently  expected.  Ad- 
vices by  her,  shduld  they  prove  to  be  what  is  ex- 
pected, viz.  an  advance  on  cotton,  will  affect  prices 
here  very  much.  The  high  and  advancing  state  of 
the  great  staple  cotton  affects  all  descriptions  of 
trade.  Business  lias  revived  in  consequence  of  the 
great  prices  cotton  has  brought. 

Philadelphia  market,  Feb.  7.  Flour.  There  have 
been  further  sales  to  a moderate  extent  of  flour  for 
export  at  $8  58  per  bbl.  Some  holders,  owing  to  i 
the  scanty  supplies  coming  forward,  are  asking  an 
advance  on  this  price,  but  we  have  no  wholesale  j 
operations  to  report  above  $3  50.  The  quantity 
of  flour  already  cleared  from  this  port  for  Liverpool 
has  Leen  15,171  bbls.  a portion  of  which  was  old 
stock.  In  grain  W'e  are  still  without  sales  for  want 
of  supplies.  Whiskey — Sales  in  lihds.  at  39^,  and  j 
one  or  two  considerable  parcels  at  39  cts.  Wagons 
are  daily  loading  for  Pittsburg,  in  addition  to  the  J 
goods  which  are  regularly  forwarded  by  the  Colum-  i 
bia  railroad.  [LT.  S.  Gaz. 

Philadelphia  Money  Market.  Eicknell’s  Repor- 
ter says  : 

The  indications  are  still  of  the  most  favorable 
character.  The  stock  market  was  particularly  ac- 
tive during  the  early  part  of  last  w eek,  while  mo- 
ney may  be  said  to  be  worth  8 to  7 per  ct.  on  fair  i 
paper  out  of  doors.  A cheerful  spirit  pervades  our 
business  classes,  and  all  are  making  preparations  for 
the  spring.  i 
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CtJ-The  investigating  committee  returned  to  Wash- 
ington on  Saturday  last,  and  are  now  prosecuting 
their  investigations  in  this  city.  They  hold  their 
sittings  in  a room  of  the  new  treasury  building. 

New  York.  The  senate  of  this  state  has  refused 
to  unite  with  the  house  in  the  election  of  a senator 
of  the  United  States;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  va- 
cancy which  will  .arise  by  the  expiration  of  Mr. 
Tallmadge's  term,  on  thedth  inst.,  will  not  be  tilled  at 
the  present  session  of  the  legislature.  The  proceed- 
ings on  the  occasion  are  interesting  and  will  be  given 
somewhat  in  detail  in  the  neyt  “ Register.” 

Virginia.  Yesterday  was  the  day  fixed  upon 
for  the  election  of  a senator.  The  administration 
party  have  adopted  judge  John  Y.  Mason  as  their 
candidate.  Mr.  Rives  was  the  prominent  candi- 
date of  the  whigs  and  conservatives — although  it 
was  not  altogether  certain  at  the  last  accounts  that 
the  whigs  would  all  unite  upon  Mr.  Rives. 

Louisiana.  Mr.  Roman  was  inaugurated  as 
governor  of  Louisiana  on  the  6th  inst.  The  New 
Orleans  Bee  of  the  21st  says  : “ The  resolutions  of 
the  honorable  Mr.  Derbigney,  [in  favor  of  a bank  of 
the  United  States  and  against  the  sub-treasury 
scheme,]  passed  the  house  of  representatives  by  im- 
mense majorities,  as  we  anticipated.  The  first 
was  carried  by  a vote  cf  34  to  13,  and  the  others 
by  30  to  11.  The  house  in  this  circumstance,  has 
shown  a proper  knowledge  and  appreciation  of  the 
situation  and  wants  of  the  community,  and  the  auspi- 
cious result,  indicating  as  it  does,  a return  to  sound 
ideas  of  government,  furnishes  great  cause  for  feli- 
citation.” 

The  resolutions  passed  the  senate  by  a vote  of  9 
to  5. 

Mississippi.  John  Henderson,  esq.,  (whig,)  was, 
on  the  30th  ult.,  elected  a senator  of  the  United 
States  from  the  state  of  Mississippi,  for  six  years, 
from  and  after  the  fourth  of  March  next.  The 
election  was  made  on  the  first  ballot,  which  was  as 
follows  : 

J.  Henderson,  whig,  59  A.  L.  Bingaman,  whig,  2 

C P.  Smith,  ad.,  30  H.  Alsbury,  “ 2 

T.  H.  Williams,  “ 19'  W.  M.  Gwin,  ad.,  1 

It  is  stated  that  the  entire  vote  of  the  legislature, 
had  all  the  members  been  present,  would  have  been 
120  ; of  these  the  whig  nominees  would  have  re- 
ceived 63  votes. 

The  hon.  Thomas  H.  Williams,  who  wa.s  appoint- 
ed by  the  governor  to  fill  the  seat  vacated  by  Mr. 
Trotter,  was  afterwards  elected  for  the  balance  of 
the  term.  For  Mr.  Williams,  60  ; for  Mr.  Hender- 
son, 52.  Some  interesting  proceedings  in  relation 
to  the  election  will  be  found  in  another  page. 

The  whig  state  convention,  which  assembled  at 
Jackson,  nominated  an  entire  whig  ticket  for  state 
and  national  officers,  and  appointed  delegates  to  the 
whig  convention  to  be  held  at  Harrisburg,  with  in- 
structions to  support  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  as 
a candidate  for  the  presidency,  and  John  Tyler,  of 
Virginia,  as  a candidate  for  the  vice  presidency. 

The  whig  candidate  for  governor,  nominated  by 
the  convention,  is  the  hon.  Edward  Tamer,  the 
present  chancellor  of  the  state. 

From  Florida.  The  Globe  says,  we  learn  from 
Tampa  Bay,  from  a source  wdiich  we  think  entitled 
to  credit,  that  two  hundred  Seminoles  had  come  in 
and  surrendered.  It  is  also  rumored  that  thirty 
warriors  had  sent  in  fora  safe  conduct,  with  a view 
to  surrender. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  this  may  prove  to  be 
true. 

Another  suspension.  The  Mobile  slips  of  the 
5tn  instant  express  great  concern  at  the  announce- 
ment of  a second  suspension  by  the  branch  of  the 
state  bank  in  that  city.  The  Advertiser  says  that 
the  suspension  was  totally  unexpected,  and  came 
upon  the  citizens  of  Mobile  like  a clap  of  thunder. 
The  following  statement  from  the  board  is  published 
in  the  papers  : 

Branch  bank  of  the  stale  of  Alabama.  ) 
Mobile,  4 th  February,  1939.  5 

At  a meeting  of  the  board  on  this  day,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  adopted  and  ordered  to  be 
published  : 

Whereas  the  board  of  directors  of  this  bank  on 
Vol.  V.  Sig.  25. 


the  2d  February,  1839,  deemed  it  expedient  to  adopt 
a resolution  not  to  redeem  in  specie  their  notes  of  a 
larger  denomination  than  ten  dollars  ; and  whereas, 
that  resolution  originated  in  the  conviction  t hat  un- 
der existing  circumstances  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  bank  to  sustain  a general  resumption  ; and 
whereas  we  consider  it  due  to  the  public  to  explain 
the  reasons  that  have  governed  us  in  adopting  this 
course  of  action,  and  to  state  the  policy  io  be  pur- 
sued by  this  bank  during  its  temporary  suspension  : 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  That  the  cashier  be  in- 
structed to  draw  up  a statement  of  the  amount  of 
specie  drawn  from  this  bank  since  its  resumption 
on  the  7th  ult.,  of  its  present  available  means,  of  its 
resources  not  yet  under  its  control,  and  cause  the 
same  to  be  published  in  the  city  papers. 

Resolved,  That  this  bank  will  continue  from  time 
to  time  to  check  for  bill  holders  and  others  having 
demands  against  this  bank,  on  such  terms  as  oilier 
banks  may  be  checking,  and  at  all  times  to  the  ex- 
tent of  its  ability. 

Resolved,  That  the  means  of  this  institution  are 
ample,  and  that  time  only  is  wanting  to  collect  its 
resources. 

Resolved,  That  this  bank  will  not  expand  its  cir- 
culation, and  will  not  issue  any  of  its  paper,  except 
for  bills  of  exchange  predicated  on  actual  shipments 
of  cotton. 

And,  resolved,  That  this  bank  will  require  rea- 
sonable curtailments  on  all  paper  due  in  this  bank. 

On  and  after  the  7th  January  this  bank  checked — 
On  New  York  lor  $419,871  75 

On  New  Orleans  for  93,223  25 

Specie  paid  out,  same  period  217,987  66 

A statement  of  the  present  condition  of  the  bank 
will  be  published. 

A.  Armstrong,  cashier. 

Canadian  affairs.  We  learn  from  the  New 
York  American,  that  gen.  Scott  having  received  in- 
formation from  col.  Worth,  that  an  outbreak  had  ta- 
ken place  oil  the  northern  frontier,  immediately  left 
Albany  for  the  seat  of  the  disturbance,  with  the  in- 
tention to  take  summary  measures  to  put  down  any 
manifestations  of  sympathy.  The  Plattsburg  Re- 
publican, of  the  4th  inst.,  gives  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  affair: 

On  Saturday  night,  the  2d  inst.,  some  15  or  16  per- 
sons— refugees  from  Alburgh,  Vt. — crossed  the  line 
at  Caldwell’s  Manor — went  to  the  house  of  a Mr. 
Vosburgh,  bound  the  lather  and  son  and  locked  up 
the  women  and  children.  They  went  to  the  barn, 
took  out  one  valuable  span  of  horses,  fired  the  barn, 
which  with  a numberot  horses,  15  head  of  cattle  and 
a large  number  of  sheep,  was  burned.  They  then 
went  to  the  house  and  wounded  young  Vosburgh  se- 
verely, and  stabbed  old  Mr.  V.  so  badly  that  he  is 
not  expected  to  survive.  After  pillaging  the  house, 
they  set  fire  to  it  and  left.  The  fire  was  extinguished 
by  the  neighbors  without  doing  much  damage. 

We  also  learn  lhatihe  house  of  a Mr.  Mott,  at  Al- 
burgh, was  burned  to  the  ground  last  night — whether 
by  the  same  gang  of  villains,  or  by  British  subjects 
from  the  Canada  side,  is  not  yet  known. 

An  express  arrived  at  this  post  last  evening,  and 
25  U.  S.  troops  and  a lieutenant  started  for  the  fron- 
tier about  11  o’clock.  Col.  Pieiee  went  on  to  the 
scene  this  morning. 

Is  it  not  high  time  that  some  decisive  measures 
were  adopted  to  prevent  these  outragous  marauding 
excursions  from  the  Vermont  frontier? 

Sentence  of  death  was  communicated  to  Charles 
Hindenlang,  the  commander-in-chief  at  Napierville, 
on  the  2d  inst.  It  was  supposed  that  he  would  be  exe- 
cuted on  Friday  the  8th.  The  Montreal  Herald  says 
that  he  expected  it  from  the  first,  and  was  prepared 
to  meet  his  fate. like  a man  and  a soldier. 

Colonel  William  Steuart,  ofBallimore,  one 
of  the  best  men  that  ever  lived,  died  in  that  city 
on  Tuesday,  the  12th  inst.,  in  the  59th  year  of  his 
age,  arid  was  interred  on  Thursday  last  with  every 
demonstration  of  lespect  that  could  be  evinced  by 
a community  of  which  he  was  the  pride  and  orna- 
ment. Our  friends  will  bear  witness  that  we  do  not 
often  bestow  encomiums  upon  the  living  or  the 
dead,  but  we  cannot  refrain  from  paying  a tri- 
bute to  the  virtues  of  one  whom  we  have  known 
from  the  days  of  our  childhood,  and  always  regarded 
with  the  most  profound  respect  and  esteem;  and 


when  we  say  he  was  one  of  the  best  of  men, 
whether  we  regard  him  as  a husband,  a lather  or 
a patriot,  we  not  only  utter  the  honest  conviction 
of  our  own  heart,  formed  from  the  most  ample  op- 
portunities of  knowing  his  character  and  conduct, 
but  the  opinion  of  all  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to 
enjoy  his  friendship.  For  more  than  thirty  years 
he  was  a leading  man  in  Baltimore,  anil  the  pride 
of  the  mechanical  classes,  whose  interests  he  ad- 
vocated with  that  plain  good  sense  and  sturdy  inde- 
pendence which  so  eminently  characterize  the  me- 
chanics of  that  city  ; and  it  should  be  recorded  to  the 
honor  of  bis  memory,  that,  notwithstanding  he  was 
appointed  td  many  public  offices, and  look  an  active 
part  in  the  politics  of  the  day,  the  most  embittered 
opponent  never  cast  the  slightest  imputation  upon 
his  integrity  or  the  purity  of  his  motives.  In  the  late 
war  he  held  the  commission  of  lieutenant  colonel 
in  the  36th  U.  S.  infantry,  and  during  the  fearful 
bombardment  of  fort  McHenry,  on  the  13th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1814,  he  occupied  an  exposed  and  shelter- 
less post  beyond  the  outer  ditch  of  the  fort,  which 
he  maintained  with  unshrinking  firmness.  One  in- 
stance of  his  bravery  and  self  possession  on  that 
trying  occasion,  is  so  illustrative  of  his  character, 
that  we  cannot  refrain  Irom  mentioning  it.  During 
the  thickest  of  the  fight,  arid  whilst  the  bombs  were 
falling  in  his  encampment  in  all  directions,  the 
wife  of  one  of  the  soldiers  of  his  regiment  was 
killed  by  a fragment.of  a. shell.  On  this  event  he 
directed  some  soldiers  to  bear  the  mutilated  body 
to  a spot  outside  of  his  camp  and  bury  it.  He  ac- 
companied them,  and  whilst  they  were  engaged  in 
their  melancholy  duty,  they  became  alarmed  at  the 
shells  falling  near,  and  seemed  unwilling  to  pro- 
ceed. On  witnessing  their  trepidation,-col.  Steu- 
art seized  a spade,  dug  the  grave  with  his  own 
hands,  and  placed  the  body  into  it. 

There  are  other  incidents  in  his  life  which  ex- 
hibit his  coolness  and  bravery  amidst  danger, 
but  they  are  proper  themes  for  his  biographer;  and 
we  conclude  our  melancholy  duty  by  giving  place 
to  the  following  notices  of  his  death  and  "funeral 
from  the  Baltimore  papers. 

From  the  American. 

Baltimore,  February  13.  It  is  with  sincere  regret 
that  we  announce  the  death,  yesterday  morning,  of 
colonel  William  Steuart,  in  the  59th  year  of  his 
age.  This  community,  in  which  he  spent  so  many 
years  of  his  life,  and  was  so  universally  and  justly 
esteemed,  realizes  in  the  decease  of  col.  S.  the  loss 
of  one  of  its  most  useful  members. 

He  was  endeared  to  a numerous  circle  of  rela- 
tives and  friends  by  a life  distinguished  for  the  con- 
sistent exercise  of  those  amiable  qualities  which 
most  truly  adorn  private  character  and  render  it  es- 
timable ; and  he  enjoyed,  in  a full  degree,  the  con- 
fidence which  his  public  spirit  had  so  justly  won 
for  him  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow-citizens  at 
large.  In  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  he  held 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  36th 
U.  S.  infantry,  and  during  the  fearful  bombardment 
of  fort  McHenry,  on  the  13th  September,  1814,  he 
occupied  the  exposed  and  shelterless  post  beyond 
the  outer  ditch  of  the  fort.  He  wa.s  afterwards 
called  by  the  public  voice  to  various  civil  stations 
in  the  state  and  city  governments,  and  but  a few 
days  ago  received  the  appointment  of  city  collector. 

From  the  Republican. 

Baltimore,  February  15.  A more  imposingspec- 
tacle  never  has  been  witnessed  in  Baltimore,  than 
was  to  be  seen  yesterday,  in  the  procession  which 
attended  the  remains  of  col.  Steuart  to  their  “nar- 
row house.”  We  do  not  use  the  word  imposing 
in  reference  to  its  pageantry,  for  that  with  us  was 
of  minor  consideration  ; but,  as  applying  to  the 
multitude,  composed  as  it  was  of  both  sexes,  of  ev- 
ery age  and  degree,  voluntarily  crowding  to  pay 
the  last  sad  tribute  to  the  man  w hose  living  actions 
gave  him  an  unspotted  title  to  the  universal  esteem 
of  his  fellow  men. 

The  funeral  was  attended  by  our  corporate  au- 
thorities, judges  of  the  courts,  the  masonic  fraterni- 
ty, the  various  military  companies,  the  members  of 
the  different  fire  associations,  uniformed,  with  ap- 
propriate banners  ; and  those  distinguished  stran- 
gers, the  officers  of  the  French  ship  “Veloce,” 
with  an  almost  countless  number  of  our  private 
citizens. 


386 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— FEB.  16,  1839— FOREIGN  NEWS. 


Very  late  from  England.  The  packet  ship 
Cambridge,  capt.  Bursley,  arrived  at  New  York  on 
Tuesday  "morning  from  Liverpool,  whence  she  sailed 
on  the  10th  of  January.  She  brings  London  pa- 
pers to  the  evening  of  the  8th,  and  Liverpool  to  the 
10th  of  January,  both  inclusive.  We  copy  the  fol- 
lowing intelligence  principally  from  the  Commer- 
cial Advertiser. 

The  corn  markets  stand  just  about  as  at  our  pre- 
vious advices.  The  same  remark  also  applies  to 
cotton. 

Our  late  storm  seems  to  have  been  far  exceeded 
in  severity  and  extent  of  disaster  by  one  which 
swept  over  the  west  of  England  on  the  6th  of  Jan- 
uary. No  less  than  thirteen  columns  of  the  Liv- 
erpool Mail  are  tilled  with  details  of  its  ravages. 
In  that  town  the  damage  was  so  general  that  not 
one  street  entirely  escaped.  Great  numbers  of 
chimneys  were  blown  down,  crushing  the  houses 
in  their  fall — roofs  were  carried  away  — garden 
walls  prostrated,  &c.,  and  in  some  instances  entire 
houses  were  reduced  to  heaps  of  ruin.  Several 
ives  were  lost,  but  in  a very  extraordinary  number 
of  cases,  persons  who  were  buried  by  the  fall  of 
bricks  and  ruins,  were  subsequently  extricated 
alive,  and  for  the  most  part  little  injured. 

The  disasters  among  the  shipping  were  terrible. 
No  less  than  three  of  the  New  York  packets  were 
lost ; the  Oxford , St.  Jlndrew,  and  Pennsylvania. 
The  Oxford  went  on  shore  in  Bootle  bay  on  the 
night  of  the  6th,  with  all  her  masts  standing.  The 
next  morning  the  passengers,  thirteen  in  number, 
with  the  captain  and  crew’,  landed  in  safety  with 
their  luggage.  The  masts  fell  in  the  course  of  the 
night. 

Near  to  the  same  spot,  the  steamer  Redwing,  a 
tender  for  the  mail,  went  ashore.  So  violent  was 
the  hurricane,  that  although  the  Redw  ing  had  three 
anchors  out,  and  her  full  powrnr  of  steam  on,  one  of 
the  cables  snapped  and  the  other  two  anchors 
dragged,  the  vessel  going  bodily  on  shore,  till  at 
last  the  captain  was  obliged  to  slip  his  cables  to 
avoid  running  into  the  Oxford.  The  wind  then 
drove  the  vessel  on  her  beam  ends,  and  being  un- 
able to  get  her  head  to  windward,  she  went  on  shore 
sideway. 

The  St.  Andrew  struck  on  the  Burbo  Sands. 
The  passengers  were  taken  off  by  a steam  vessel, 
the  Victoria.  High  encomiums  are  paid,  in  the 
Liverpool  papers,  to  the  Copland  steady  conduct  of 
captain  Thompson.  The  ship  was  a total  wreck. 

The  ship  Lockwoods,  with  a great  number  of 
passengers  on  board,  went  «pon  the  North  Bank, 
her  fore  and  main  masts  faljing  in  the  shock.  She 
was  boarded  by  the  same  steam  vessel,  the  Victoria, 
which  took  off  thirty-three  passengers  and  about 
seventeen  of  the  crew.  Forty  or  fitly  persons  were 
believed  to  have  perished  on  board  the  Lockwoods. 

The  packet  ship  Pennsylvania  went  on  the  same 
North  Bank  about  a quarter  of  a mile  eastward  of 
the  Lockwoods,  where  her  hull  was  nearly  covered 
by  the  sea.  The  captain,  crew,  and  passengers, 
were  seen  in  the  rigging  on  Tuesday  the  8th.  On 
that  evening  the  Victoria  steamer  put  off  to  their 
assistance,  and  was  within  sight  of  them  the  next 
morning,  but  could  render  them  no  aid.  The  suf- 
ferers were  seen  in  the  rigging  and  their  cries  could 
be  heard. 

One  of  the  passengers,  Mr.  Thompson,  of  New 
York,  had  been  seen  by  captain  Nye,  of  the  Inde- 
pendence, at  Leasowe.  He  reported  that  himself 
and  three  other  passengers  and  five  seamen  left  the 
ship  in  one  of  the  boats  which  was  swamped,  and 
the  other  eight  were  drowned.  Mr.  Thompson  as- 
cribed his  own  safety  to  a life-preserver  which  he 
had  on. 

It  was  reported  on  the  10th  that  twenty-six  per- 
sons had  been  rescued  from  the  Pennsylvania — 
forty-four  from  the  Lockwoods — and  twenty-three 
from  the  St.  Andrew. 

The  Pennsylvania,  (says  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of 
Commerce,)  was  a splendid  ship,  of  800  tons  bur- 
then, belonging  to  Messrs.  Grinnell,  Minturn  & Co.’s 
line  of  packets.  She  was  valued  at  $70,000,  and 
insured  in  New  York  for  $50,000.  Her  freight  list 
amounted  to  about  £2,700,  consisting  of  fine  goods 
only  ; heavy  goods  having  been  excluded  entirely. 
The  w'hole  loss  of  her  cargo  will  not  come  much 
short  of  a million  of  dollars.  Some  portion  of  it 
was  insured  on  the,  other  side,  and  the  remainder  in 
New  York. 

The  Oxford  belonged  to  Messrs.  Goodhue  & Co.’s 
old  line  of  Liverpool  packets,  valued  at  $70,000, 
and  insured  there.  It  consisted  of  American  goods, 
being  the  cargo  she  received  on  board  at  New  York. 

The  freight  list  of  the  St.  Andrew  amounted  to 
£2,500.  The  ship  was  700  tons  burthen,  and  in- 
sured in  New  York  for  about  $40,000. 

The  Lockwoods  had  a full  cargo  of  merchandize, 
destined  for  New  York,  the  greater  part  of  which 
was  insured  there. 


\ The  names  of  the  individuals  who  were  saved 
from  on  board  the  ship  Lockwoods,  and  of  those  that 
perished,  we  have  endeavored  to  make  as  correct  as 
possible;  but  owing  to  the  absence  of  any  official 
information,  and  the  many  conflicting  statements  of 
the  passengers,  we  are  afraid  that  it  will  prove  in- 
complete. 

Saved.  Alex’r  McDonald,  Edmund  Tomkins, 
Americans;  Patrick  Quinn,  Irish;  Archibald  Mc- 
Donald, Archibald  and  John  McDonald,  sons  of  the 
above,  from  the  north  of  Ireland, ; GeorgeiCutler, 
Englishman  ; Elias  Martin,  Irish ; John  Cairns, 
Margaret  Cairns,  Ann  Cairns,  Belfast ; Donald  Mul- 
-holland,  north  of  Ireland;  l'ennis  Carney,  Irish; 
William  Laughran,  Irish,  in  the  Northern  Hospital, 
frost-bitten,  lost  all  his  family,  wife  and  four  children  ; 
Alexander  McDonald,  north  of  Ireland  ; Samuel 
Moore,  Robert  Moore,  Colerain  ;*  Mary  Burnes, 
Irish;  Paul  Dettiger,  American ; Mr.  Seville  ; John 
and.  Thomas  Donoughue,  county  Cavan;  William 
McLean,  Scotland;  Daniel  O’Leary,  Cork;  James 
Tomlinson,  and  four  children,  English  ; Win.  Koran, 
in  the  infirmary  ; Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Sayca,  English  ; 
C.  S.  Smith,  Yorkshire;  Mr.  Moncrief,  Dundee; 
Wm.  Varcey  and  three  children,  the  youngest  only' 
three  months  old,  West  Bromwich  ; Robert  Boyd 
and  Margaret  Humblery,  in  the  Northern  Hospital, 
frost-bitten  ; and  Wm  and  Ann  Keoghan,  Irish. 

Lost.  Mrs.  M’Donald,  wife  of  Archibald  M ’Don- 
ald ; Mrs.  Varcey,  wife  of  William  Varcey  ; Eliza- 
beth Agneau  and  child  ; Sussannah  Cairns,  wile  ol 
John  Cairns;  Anne  Cairns,  Susannah  Cairns,  and 
Elizabeth  Cairns,  daughters  of  the  above ; Mrs. 
Laughran,  wife  of  William  Laughran,  and  four  chil- 
dren ; Jesse  Milligan,  Samuel  Milligan,  son  of  the 
above,  from  Annan,  Scotland  ; James  Norris,  Ardee, 
died  about  twenty  minutes  before  the  others  left  the 
wreck;  Timothy  Ragan,  Cork;  Joseph  Worley, 
Mrs.  Worley,  Daniel  Worley,  John  Hackett,  Patrick 
Marley,  Charles  Smith,  Mary  Burnes,  Ann  Koran, 
frostbitten  and  in  the  infirmary’. 

The  following  intelligence  has  just  reached  us  from 
Bangor. 

The  hurricane  was  felt  with  awful  effect.  The 
fine  Menia  bridge  is  all  in  tatters,  with  all  the  chains 
broken  except  the  top  ones.  All  the  road  wood 
work  is  torn  or  blown  off. 

The  accounts  from  the  interior  are  quite  as  fright- 
ful as  those  from  the  sea-coast.  At  Manchester  the 
violence  of  the  storm  was  terrific.  In  the  surround- 
ing country  the  destruction  of  trees  was  immense. 
In  one  park  alone  150  were  prostrated,  and  170  more 
very'  much  injured  by  the  loss  of  large  limbs  and 
branches.  At  Blackburn  no  less  than  eleven  facto- 
ries had  their  chimneys  leveled,  doing  great  damage 
in  their  fall. 

The  storm  extended  to  Ireland,  committing  great 
ravages  in  Dublin  and  other  places. 

The  report  of  Mrs.  Maclean’s  death,  (late  Miss 
L.  £.  Landon,)  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  is,  we  regret 
to  say,  confirmed. 

The  Edinburgh  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  resol- 
ved, by  a vote  of  16  to  3,  to  petition  for  the  repeal 
of  the  corn  laws. 

A portion  of  the  Londoners  wrere  thrown  into  a 
state  of  considerable  alarm,  Jan.  6th,  by  the  escape 
of  a royal  tiger  from  the  managerie  at  Limehouse. 
He  was  seen  leisurely  marching  down  the  Com- 
mercial road,  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  the  pe- 
destrians of  course  giving  him  plenty  of  room  for 
his  parade,  until  he  met  a large  dog,  upon  which 
he  laid  violent  paws,  without  ceremony.  Finally, 
perceiving  a gate  open,  he  walked  into  the  yard, 
with  the  body  of  the  dog  which  he  proceeded  to  de- 
vour, and  w’hile  so  engaged  was  secured,  with  no 
little  difficulty. 

Lord  Durham  was  invited  to  a public  dinner  by 
the  town  council  of  Hull,  and  requested  to  name  the 
day.  In  his  answer  to  the  hon.  George  Crookman, 
mayor  of  Hull,  published  in  the  Hull  Rockingham, 
he  declares  his  inability  to  do  so  before  the  meeting 
of  parliament,  for  the  reason  that  he  was  closely 
engaged  in  preparing  a report  on  the  state  of  the 
North  American  colonies,  including  a full  repre- 
sentation of  the  causes  past  and  present,  of  their 
unhappy  condition,  and  the  suggestion  of  a plan  for 
their  future  government. 

The  ear!  of  Norbury  was  assassinated  at  his  re- 
sidence, Durrow  Abbey,  county  of  Tipperary,  on 
the  fourth  of  January.  He  was  walking  about  his 
grounds,  very  early  in  the  morning,  with  his  stew- 
ard, pointing  out  some  trees  which  he  meant  to  have 
cut  down,  when  a shot  was  fired  at  him  from  the 
other  side  of  a hedge,  which  caused  his  death  in  a 
few  hours.  Six  slugs  were  found  to  have  pierced 
his  side  and  breast,  the  largest  passing  through 
his  lungs.  The  steward  saw’  the  murderer  run 
away. 


* Father  and  son.  The  old  man  saved  through  the 
persevering  exertions  of  the  son. 


Various  causes  are  suggested  for  the  perpetration 
of  this  atrocious  crime.  One  account  says  that 
the  assassin  was  probably  instigated  by  jeal- 
ousy, on  account  of  an  intrigue  in  which  lord 
Norbury  had  been  engaged  with  his  wife;  others 
affirm  thatfhe  motive  was  revenge,  some  refractory 
tenants  of  his  lordship  having  been  ejected.  The 
tory  papers  maintain  that  the  murder  was  commit- 
ted under  the  orders  of  ribandism. 

From  the  Sunday  Observer. 

We  understand  that  the  radicals  of  London  are 
engaged  in  dividing  the  metropolis  into  districts, 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  up  a simultaneous  and. 
active  political  agitation  in  all  parts  of  it.  One 
or  more  of  their  most  popular  oralors  an;  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  agitate  in  each  of  the  districts  until  the 
day  appointed  for  presenting  the  people’s  charter 
to  parliament  shall  arrive,  and  then  it  is  intended 
that  the  70  or  80  delegates  to  assemble  in  London 
from  the  radical  associations  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  shall  be  followed  down  to  the  houses  of 
parliament  by  one  of  the  greatest  assemblages  of 
the  working  classes  ever  known  in  London.  The 
radicals  confidently  calculate  that  the  “ demonstra- 
tion” they  will  be  able  to  make  on  this  occasion 
will  make  deep  and  permanent  impression  on  both 
branches  of  the  legislature,  respecting  the  union 
which  exists  among  the  lower  classes,  and  their 
determination  to  obtain  what  they  conceive  to  be 
their  rights. 

The  queen  was  expected  to  arrive  in  London  on 
the  9th,  for  the  remainder  of  the  season — having 
been  absent  with  the  exception  of  a few  days,  since 
21st  of  August.  She  was  to  visit  Drury  Lane 
theatre,  to  see  Mr.  Van  Ainburgh  and  his  lions. 

Shipments  of  wheat  for  England  continue  to  be 
made  from  Lisbon. 

The  packet  steamer  Great  Western  is  advertised 
to  depart  from  Bristol  on  the  28th  of  January — the 
Liverpool  on  the  6th  of  February. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  son  of  the  president  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  passed  through  Dumfries  on  Saturday, 
on  a visit  to  St.  Mary’s  Isle,  the  residence  of  lord 
Selkirk.  He  w as  present  on  Monday  at  tire  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Murray  for  the  county  of  Kirkcud- 
bright. [ Edinburgh  Courant. 

The  Wesleyan  centenary.  Up  to  the  close  of  the 
year  the  centenary  fund  had  reached  he  amount  of 
£111,000,  ($492,840,)  a much  larger  sum  than  was 
expected  by  its  friends. 

Government  have  determined  on  appointing  an 
agent  with  full  power  to  conclude  a commercial 
treaty  with  Hayii.  George  Courtney,  esq.  is  se- 
lected for  the  purpose,  and  will  proceed  forthwith 
on  his  mission. 

The  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  Glasgow 
propose  to  build  an  iron  steam  packet  of  very  large 
dimensions,  to  ply  regularly  between  the  Clyde  and 
the  Hudson. 

American  stocks,  January  8.  United  States  bank 
shares  have  been  in  demand  at  £24.10,  which  is 
the  present  price.  The  following  are  the  prices  of 
this  day  : Alabama  fives,  pound  sterling  92^,  div. 
off  do.  a 82  ; Indiana,  92J,  div.  ; Louisiana,  (Ba- 
ring’s,) 95 h a 96^  ; do.  Lizardi,  94  a 94| ; Missis- 
sippi sixes,  93  ; five  do.  in  £ sterling,  S3;  Ohio 
sixes  of  1856,  101 ; New  York  fives  91  a 95  ; Penn- 
sylvania fives,  91  a 96  ; Camden  and  Amboy  rail- 
road, 105  ; Maryland  sixes,  100,  div.  off;  South  Ca- 
rolina fives,  95£ ; Harrisburg  and  Lancaster  rail- 
road, 90  a 91. 

London,  January  8.  Some  rather  large  sales  of 
consols  have  been  made  at  94g. 

5 o’clock.  Consols  lor  accou  nt  closed  at  94jJ. 

London,  January  9.  “-The  English  stocks  are 
firm  this  morning.  Consols  are94£to  | for  the  16th 
inst.  Exchequer  bills  are  66  to  68  premium,  and 
bank  stock  is  202f  a 203^.  The  commissioners 
bought  about  6000.  Reduced  at  9 3g. 

“Two  o’clock.  Consols  are  94j-  to  lj,  and  Co- 
lumbian bonds  27-f  to  2SJ. 

FRANCE. 

The  chamber  of  peers  is  engaged  in  a discussion 
on  the  address.  It  is  said  the  king  contemplates 
the  formation  of  a coalition  ministry. 

The  minister  of  commerce  is  about  to  bring  for- 
waid  the  colonial  sugar  bill. 

The  seminary  of  St.  Acheul,  near  Amiens,  has 
been  closed  by  order  of  the  government. 

Marshal  Soult,  on  his  way  to  Paris,  was  attacked 
by  four  highwaymen,  who  w’ere  resisted  and  beaten 
off  by  his  domestics. 

The  minister  of  finance  has  made  an  advance  of 
500,000  francs  to  the  bank  of  Marseilles. 

The  American  packet  Burgundy  had  arrived  at 
Havre. 

The  Courtier  Francois  states,  that  after  lhe  de- 
parture of  the  French  troops  from  Acona,  serious 
disturbances  took  place  in  the  city.  It  was  found 
necessary  to  reinforce  the  garrison  by  200  or  300 
men.  Several  persons  had  been  arrested. 
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Mr.  Boyle,  of  the  navy  department.  The 
following  letters  are  published,  solely,  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  correcting  erroneous  impressions  respect- 
ing the  manner  ot  Mr.  Boyle’s  retirement  from  the 
office  of  chief  clerk  of  the  navy  department. 

Washington,  January  16,  1839. 
Sir:  After  active  service  in  the  department  for 
nearly  twenty-six  years,  it  is  matter  of  sincere  re- 
gret that  any  act  of  mine  should  subject  you  to  dif- 
ficulty. 

Grateful  for  the  confidence  reposed,  a3  well  as  the 
kindness  uniformly  manifested  towards  me,  that 
neither  the  president  of  the  United  States  nor  your- 
self may  experience  embarrassment  on  my  account, 
I tender  for  acceptance  my  resignation  as  chief 
clerk. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Boyle. 

Hon.  I.  K.  Paulding,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Navy  department,  \7lh  January,  1839. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  yesterday,  signifying  your  re- 
signation of  the  office  of  chief  clerk  in  this  depart- 
ment, was  received  last  evening. 

In  accepting  it,  I cannot  omit  the  expression  of 
my  regret  that  a circumstance,  in  no  way  reflecting 
on  your  character,  capacity,  or  usefulness,  should 
have  made  this  step  necessary;  and  that  I should, 
in  consequence,  lose  the  services  of  one  whose  long 
experience  and  faithful  assiduity  were  so  valuable 
to  me  at  this  time. 

With  the  most  sincere  wishes  for  your  future 
prosperity  and  happiness, 

I remain  your  friend  and  servant, 

J.  Ii.  Paulding. 

John  Boyle,  esq.  Washington. 

From  Brazil.  The  following  letter  has  been 
furnished  us  by  the  navy  department,  for  publica- 
tion : 

U.  S.  ship  Independence, 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  27 th  Nov.,  1S38. 

Sir : I have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  department,  that,  by  a late  arrival  from 
the  Rio  de  La  Plata,  the  intelligence  has  reached 
here  of  the  declaration  of  war  by  general  Rozas 
against  the  French  nation  and  the  provinces  of  the 
Banda  Oriental. 

At  Montevideo,  every  thing  remained  quiet,  and, 
in  consequence  of  the  restoration  of  peace,  com- 
merce had  begun  to  revive. 

The  Fairfield  and  Dolphin  still  continue  at  the 
Rio  de  La  Plata,  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce. 

The  exploring  expedition  have  all  arrived  at  this 
place,  the  Relief  having  arrived  last  night,  after  a 
tedious  passage  of  one  hundred  days  from  the  Uni- 
ted States. . 

I am  happy  to  say  that  the  officers  and  crew  of 
this  ship  .continue  in  excellent  health. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

With  much  respect, 

Yourobedient  servant, 

Jno.  B.  Nicolson. 

Capt.  com’g  U.  S.  naval  forces 

on  the  coast  of  Brazil. 
Hon.  J.  K.  Paulding,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Exploring  expedition.  We  publish  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy  from  jieut. 
Charles  Wilkes,  commanding  the  United  States  ex- 
ploring expedition,  dated  on  board  the 

Flag  ship  Vincennes, 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  Nov.  30,  1838. 

Sir:  I regret  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  James 
Smith,  third,  a seaman  of  this  ship,  on  the  28th  inst. 
by  drowning  in  this  harbor,  while  engaged  in  the 
boat  towing  from  the  shore  a tank  of  water. 

I cannot  omit  bringing  to  your  notice  the  bold 
and  praiseworthy  conduct  of  passed  midshipman 
William  May,  who  was  in  charge,  and  immediately 
leaped  overboard  to  save  Smith,  but  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  saving  him,  as  he  sunk  almost  immediately, 
owing  to  his  having  received  a blow  from  an  oar 
accidentally  while  passing  the  tow  rope. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully, 
your  ob’t  serv’t, 

Charles  Wilkes, 
Comd'g  exploring  expedition. 
Hon.  James  K.  Paulding, 

Sec'y  of  the  navy,  Washington. 

Appointments  by  the  president — By  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Andrew  G . Miller,  to  be  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  in  and  for  the  territory  to  Wisconsin. 

Israel  Hamilton,  ot  Ohio,  to  be  attorney  of  the 
United  States  lor  the  district  of  Ohio,  in  the  place 
ot  Noah  H.  Swayne,  whose  commission  has  ex- 
pired. 


Ferris  Forman,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Illinois,  from  the  2d  of  March, 
1839,  when  the  commission  of  David  J.  Baker  will 
expire. 

William  Ilcbb,  Samuel  D.  King,  and  Theodore 
Kane,  to  be  justices  ot'  the  peace  for  the  county  ol 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Constds. 

Gerhard  W.  Abeken,  for  Emden,  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Hanover. 

Stephen  Powers,  for  Basle,  in  Switzerland. 
Richard  J.  QJfley , for  Mayagues,  in  the  island  of 
Porto  Rico. 

Felix  H.  Suau,  for  the  island  of  Guadaloupe. 
Nathan  Haley,  for  Nantes,  in  France. 

John  G.  Flugel,  for  Leipsic,  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Saxony. 

Young  J.  Porter,  for  Brazoria,  in  Texas. 

Thomas  W.  Robeson,  lor  Santa  Martha,  in  New 
Granada. 

James  R.  Clendon,  for  “The  Bay  of  Islands,” 
New  Zealand. 

Philemon  S.  Parker,  for  Bombay,  in  the  East 
Indies. 

From  Peru.  Advices  from  Lima  have  been  re- 
ceived at  New  York  as  late  as  the  5th  of  Decem- 
ber. General  Santa  Cruz  had  entered  the  city 
with  an  army  of  9,000  men,  7,000  of  them  Bolivi- 
ans, the  Chilians  retreating  before  him  northward 
and  re-embarking  on  board  their  ships.  They  eva- 
cuated the  city  on  the  8th  of  November,  Santa 
Cruz  being  then  12  leagues  distant.  One  of  their 
men-of-war,  the  schooner  Arequipena,  had  been 
captured  by  two  privateers,  fitted  out  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  protector. 

A letter  from  an  officer  of  the  North  Carolina 
states,  that  Santa  Cruz  had  proposed  terms  to  the 
Chilians,  the  substance  of  which  was  that  both  par- 
ties should  withdraw  their  troops  from  Peru,  and 
that  a Peruvian  congress  should  be  called,  to  decide 
whether  the  republic  would  or  would  not  withdraw 
from  the  Peru-Bolivian  confederation;  but  these 
propositions  the  Chilians  had  rejected. 

At  the  latest  dates  the  Chilian  ships  were  still 
hovering  on  the  coast,  intending  probably  to  make 
a descent  on  some  unguarded  point. 

The  following  is  from  the  same  letter,  dated  No- 
vember 26. 

U.  S.  ship  Falmouth  sails  for  Panama  on  the  29th 
of  November,  with  the  mail. 

U.  S.  ship  Enterprise  sails  for  Valparaiso  about 
the  same  time. 

U.  S.  ship  North  Carolina  leaves  for  the  Same 
place  about  the  10th  proximo,  and  will  sail  for  the 
United  States  about  the  1st  March. 

Falmouth.  Isaac  McKeever,  commander;  W. 
R.  Lyne,  1st  lieut.  Officers  and  crew  all  well. 

Schr.  Enterprize.  H.  Ingersoll,  It.  coin’dt ; Bur- 
nt Sheppard,  1st  lieutenant.  Officers  and  crew'  all 
well. 

Schr.  Boxer.  W.  C,  Nicholson,  lieut.  com’dt; 
J.  R.  Solly,  1st  lieutenant.  Officers  and  crew  all 
well. 

From  Mexico.  The  United  States  cutter 
Woodbury,  lieut.  J.  S.  Nichols,  has  arrived  at  New 
Orleans  in  10  days  from  Vera  Cruz.  The  most  im- 
portant news  is  contained  in  the  following  corres- 
pondence of  the  Louisianian  : 

U.  S.  government  Packet  Woodbury,  ) 

S.  W.  Puss,  Jan.  20.  ^ 

Gentlemen  : Deeming  it  of  importance  to  our 
commerce  in  the  GulfofMexico,  that  the  merchants 
should  have  early  information  as  to  the  position  now 
taken  by  the  French  squadron,  I beg  you  will  pub- 
lish the  following  statement  : 

On  Wednesday  week  last,  captain  Paulding,  of 
the  U.  S.  ship  Levant,  made  an  official  call  upon 
admiral  Baudin,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
French  forces  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  admiral 
informed  captain  P.  that  the  ports  of  Tampico  and 
Matamoras  were,  for  the  present,  opened  to  com- 
merce, and  pledged  himself  that  they  should  not 
be  again  closed  without  timely  notice  being  given. 
The  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  l am  sorry  to  say,  is  again 
closed.  Merchant  vessels  are,  however,  permitted 
to  anchor,  but  are  not  suffered  under  the  penalty  of 
confiscation  to  land  any  portion  of  their  cargoes. 
All  ports  south  of  Vera  Cruz  are,  as  heretofore, 
blockaded.  The  city  of  Vera  Cruz  is  now  held  by 
a small  Mexican  guard.  Its  inhabitants  have,  by 
the  order  of  Santa  Anna,  abandoned  the  city,  with 
all  their  moveable  effects.  The  army  of  Santa  Anna 
is  encamped  about  twelve  miles  in  the  intgior. 
There  are  no  active  hostilities  going  on  between 
the  belligerent  parties,  but  the  very  worst  feeling 
prevails."  Santa  Anna  had  threatened  to  destroy 
the  walls  of  the  city,  and  when  I left  had  introduced 
powder  for  that  purpose.  I left  at  Vera  Cruz  the 
bark  Louisa,  of  New  York,  the  schooners  Amelia, 


and  Alexander  Washington  of  New  Orleans.  The 
French  had  endorsed  the  papers  of  the  latter,  and 
woukfidoubtless  endorse  the  papers  of  the  other  two 
before  they  left  the  port. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

* * * * 

The  papers  from  the  interior  are  filled  with  arti- 
cles relative  to  the  war  betwen  Mexico  and  France, 
which  they  denominate  the  most  iniquitous  recor- 
ded in  history.  Several  of  the  states  most  opposed 
to  Bustamente’s  administration  are  making  ready  to 
resist  an  invasion  ot  the  French. 

At  Guanajuato  the  local  government  has  projec- 
ted a military  corps  called  the  Sacred  Battalion 
(petoton  sagrudo)  composed  of  theyoung  men  of  the 
state  from  17  to  30  years  of  age.  The  decree  for 
the  organization  of  this  corps  was  printed  and  dis- 
tributed  in  all  the  public  places. 

The  correspondence  between  admiral  Baudin  and 
general  Urrea  had  reached  Mexico. 

A decree  of  the  government  of  the  3d  instant,  dis- 
poses of  the  voluntary  contributions  granted  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  the  war  with  France.  Their  en- 
tire amount  will  be  paid  into  the  public  treasury,  nor 
will  it  be  used  for  any  other  purpose,  however  im- 
portant, under  heavy  penalties. 

The  Restaurador  publishes  a statement  of  the 
sums  of  money  which  the  government  of  Mexico 
directed  to  be  paid  on  account  of  the  year  1838,  by 
different  individuals,  charged  to  preserve  them  as 
secret  and  extraordinary  funds  to  be  applied  to  the 
war  expenses.  They  amount  to  $'850,000.  It 
would  appear  that  they  are  the  same  spoken  of  by 
the  Cosmopolita  under  the  title  of  the  sinking  fund. 

A decree  of  the  government  of  the  2d  instant,  es- 
tablishes a council  of  war  and  of  the  navy,  composed 
of  major  general  Ignacio  de  Moro,  president,  and 
a number  of  brigadier  generals  and  other  officers. 

There  were  serious  troubles  at  Oajacaonthe  19lll 
December,  similar  to  those  of  the  14th  at  Mexico. 
Large  crowds  assembled  from  all  quarters,  and  it 
was  found  impossible  to  disperse  them  till  the  sol- 
diers received  orders  to  fire. 

General  Wave  was  going  to  Chilpancingo  in  Pu- 
ebla, to  take  command  of  the  army  ol  reserve. 
The  Cosmopolita,  however,  contradicts  this  report. 

The  sum  of  $4050  was  collected  in  Mexico  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  families  who  had  emigrated 
from  Veia  Cruz. 

Mr.  Packenham,  the  British  minister,  and  the 
commanderof the  British  squadron,  arrived  at  Man- 
ga de  Clavo,  on  the  4th,  where  they  had  been  an- 
nounced the  day  before.  Their  visit  lasted  two 
hours,  and  their  object  was  to  explain  to  Santa 
Anna  the  reasons  why  he  ought  to  assist  in  forming 
the  treaty  of  peace  which  England  wishes  to  con- 
clude between  France  and  Mexico.  The  general 
insisted  on  the  rights  of  his  country,  and  declared 
that  she  had  merely  accepted  the  war  provoked  by 
France.  He  said  ibat  humanity  only  would  induce 
her  to  conclude  a treaty  with  admiral  Baudin,  al- 
though the  latter  took  pleasure  in  spilling  Mexican 
blood — he  clearly  explained  the  difference  between 
the  present  state  of  affairs  and  that  which  prevailed 
at  the  time  of  the  ultimatum. 

He  said  it  was  for  Mexico  now  to  demand  indem- 
nity from  France,  and  the  first  step  should  be  the 
restoration  of  St.  Juan  de  Ulloa,  not  in  its  present 
condition,  but  perfectly  reinstated,  and  concluded 
by  saying  that  the  antipathies  excited  by  Mr.  Del- 
faudis  would  endure  forever,  and  that  neither  laws 
nor  treaties  could  put  an  end  to  them. 

The  same  paper  states  that  in  giving  an  account 
of  what  took  place  to  the  government,  Santa  Anna 
recommended  the  arming  of  the  whole  nation,  to 
keep  the  spirit  of  the  people  from  becoming  cool, 
and  declared  that  war  was  a less  evil  than  a shame- 
ful peace. 

From  Buenos  Ayres.  By  the  ship  Brutus, 
from  Monte  Video,  sailed  December  4th,  Buenos 
Ayres  papers  to  the  26th  of  November  inclusive 
are  received.  Affairs  between  the  French  and  the 
Buenos  Ayreans  remained  pretty  much  in  statu  quo. 
The  blockade  had  caused  a great  accumulation  of 
vessels  in  the  port  of  Monte  Video,  where  there 
were  about  150  sail  of  foreign  ships  and  50  coast- 
ers, when  the  Brutus  sailed.  The  French  squadron 
consisted  of  12  sail ; one  64,  two  2Ss,  two  22s,  one 
20,  three  18s,  one  16,  one  10,  and  tw'o  of  4 guns. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Dolphin  and  sloop  of  war 
Fairfield  were  at  Buenos  Ayres — the  former  from 
Monte  Video,  the  latter  from  Rio  Janeiro. 

Negotiations  had  been  renewed  between  the 
French  consul  at  Monte  Video  and  the  Buenos  Ay- 
rean  government.  The  following  terms  w’ere  pro- 
posed by  the  former  on  the  23d  of  September. 

1.  The  government  of  Buenos  Ayres  shall  place 
immediately  at  the  disposal  of  the  consulate  general 
of  France,  20,000  hard  dollars,  for  the  widow  of  M. 
Cesar  Hypolite  Bade. 
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2.  It  shall  cashier  col.  Antonio  Ramirez,  and  de- 
posite  immediately  in  the  consulate  genera!  of 
France,  the  sum  of  10,000  hard  dollars  forM.  Pierre 
Lavis. 

3.  It  shall  acknowledge  the  claim  of  M.  Bias 
Desbony,  and  shall  pay  it  in  full  within  a year. 

4.  The  government  of  Buenos  Ayres  charged 
with  the  foreign  affairs  of  the  confederation,  shall, 
until  the  conclusion  of  a treaty  of  friendship,  com- 
merce, and  navigation,  solemnly  engage  itself,  and 
tinder  the  condition  of  the  most  perfect  reciprocity, 
to  treat  the  French  residents  in  the  Argentine  ter- 
ritory the  same  as  those  of  the  most  favored  na- 
tion. 

The  note  communicating  this  ultimatum,,  con- 
cludes as  follows : 

France  has  no  wish  to  humiliate  the  Argentine 
republic,  after  having  given  it  innumerable  proofs 
of  affection  and  esteem,  but  she  cannot  consent  to 
submit  to  intolerable  and  injurious  pretensions ; she 
protests  against  all  idea  of  invasion  or  conquest  at 
the  expense  of  the  republic,  whose  independence 
she  has  solemnly  acknowledged  ; but  she  cannot 
hesitate  to  employ  all  the  means  in  her  power, 
romptly  to  put  an  end  to  a contest,  injurious  to 
er  own  interests,  to  those  of  her  allies,  and  to  those 
of  the  republic  itself.  In  fine,  France,  strong  in  the 
justice  of  her  cause,  declares,  that  it  is  with  regret 
she  must  adopt  measures  contrary  to  her  habits  and 
to  her  principles  of  moderation.  The  undersigned, 
before  authorizing  any  measure  of  a character  inore 
hostile  than  those  hitherto  adopted,  will  wait  48 
hours  for  the  answer  of  the  government  of  Buenos 
Ayre3  to  the  present  ultimatum,. 

The  consul  of  France,  Amie  Roger. 

The  Buenos  Ayrean  government  replied  at  great 
length,  declaring  the  terms  exorbitant  and  inad- 
missible. 

On  the  1st  of  October  the  Buenos  Ayrean  min- 
ister for  foreign  affairs  applied  to  the  British  con- 
sul, intimating  a desire  for  the  mediation  of  the 
British  government.  The  fact  was  communicated 
to  the  French  consul,  who  replied,  not  absolutely 
refusing  the  mediation,  but  disclaiming  authority 
to  accept  it,  and  intimating  his  opinion  that  it 
would  not  be  accepted  by  his  government. 

There  seems  no  prospect  of  a termination  to  the 
difficulties  between  France  and  the  Argentine  re- 
public. 

There  had  been  a correspondence  between  lieut. 
Mackenzie,  of  the  Dolphin,  and  the  French  ad- 
miral, relative  to  the  firing  of  one  of  the  French 
vessels  into  the  American  barque  Madonna,  as  she 
W'as  going  out  of  Monte  Video.  The  admiral  made 
all  requisite  apology,  and  arrested  the  captain  of 
the  vessel  that  fired. 

The  French  frigate  Expeditive,  composing  one 
or  the  blockading  squadron  at  Buenos  Ayres,  is  said 
to  have  been  totally  lost,  near  Martin  Gracia,  about 
the  17th  Nov.  The  crew  had  been  saved. 

[A.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

French  steam  frigate  Veloce.  This  fine 
vessel,  which  lies  at  Water’s  wharf,  has  alrea- 
dy attracted  very  many  of  our  citizens  on  board  of 
her.  She  is  in  truth  a most  interesting  object,  and 
a visit  to  her  will  repay  even  those  who  come  from 
the  neighboring  cities  for  the  special  purpose  of 
seeing  her.  She  is  upwards  of  two  hundred  feet  in 
length,  and  about  1400  tons  burthen.  She  is  pro- 
pelled by  two  steam  engines  of  massive  proportions 
and  great  power,  the  construction  of  which  is  mas- 
terly and  the  arrangement  such  as  to  bring  the  va- 
rious working  parts  under  the  eye  and  within  the 
reach  of  the  engineer.  The  machinery  is  entirely 
under  deck,  and  the  disposition  of  it  struck  us  as  be- 
ing decidedly  better  than  that  of  the  Great  Western. 
The  engine  room  of  the  Veloce,  however,  does  not 
appear  to  be  so  fully  protected  against  accident  by 
fire  as  the  Western.  The  cabins  and  apartments  of 
the  officers  a recommodions,  the  state-rooms  quite 
spacious,  and  all  the  details  are  provided  which  are 
necessary  for  the  comfort  of  their  gentlemanly  oc- 
cupants. 

We  have  already  stated  that  the  Veloce  was  iron 
rigged.  This  peculiarity  is  carried  out  to  an  extent 
which  is  both  novel  and  striking,  and  well  merits  the 
attention  of  the  curious.  The  various  fixtures — the 
cogwheels  and  windlasses  by  which  the  rigging 
is  worked— meet  the  eye  in  every  part  of  the  bul- 
warks which  enelose  her  spacious  deck,  and  show 
that  the  system  has  been  fully  carried  out  in  all  its 
details. 

One  of  the  most  striking  features  of  this  vessel  is 
tlie  arrangement  by  which  her  lofty  masts  are  brought 
down  to  the  deck,  and  the  immense  yards  folded  up, 
so  that  when  occasion  requires  it,  her  steam  power 
may  be  used  to  the  best  advantage.  ./Vnd  so,  on  the 
other  hand,  her  steam  machinery  may  be  entirely 
dispensed  with,  and  she  may  be  converted  into  a 
sailing  vessel,  with  aheavy  spread  of  convass  at  com- 


mand. These  latter  arrangements,  we  understand, 
are  the  results  of  the  ingenuity  and  science  of  her 
commander,  captain  Bechameii. 

Among  the  visitors  who  were  on  board  yesterday 
simultaneously  with  ourselves,  we  saw  the  hon  Mr. 
Graves  of  Kentucky,  and  the  hon.  J.  P.  Kennedy, 
members  of  congress,  and  commodore  Claxton  of  the 
U.  S.  navy.  The  French  consul  of  Philadelphia,  Mr. 
Hersant,  came  on  board  at  noon,  and  was  honored 
by  a salute. 

We  omitted  yesterday  tostate  that  on  Saturday,  at 
3 o’clock,  P.  M.  the  Veloce  fired  a salute  of  twenty- 
one  guns  to  the  city  ; which  was  duly  responded  to 
by  an  equal  number  of  guns  from  the  fort,  and  that 
the  tricolor  and  stars  and  stripes  mutually  exchanged 
civilities.  \_Balt.  American. 

Dreadful  earthquake  at  Martinique.  By 
the  Pauline,  w hich  sailed  from  St.  Pierre,  in  the 
island  of  Martinique,  on  the  12th  ultimo,  and  ar- 
rived at  New  Orleans  on  the  3d  ultimo,  information 
is  brought,  giving  the  particulars  of  a terrible-earth- 
quake which  visited  that  island  on  the  11th  ultimo, 
and  spread  havoc  and  ruin  over  the  whole  French 
colony.  The  vessel  having  left  the  day  after  the 
disaster,  the  whole  extent  of  the  damage  had  not 
been  ascertained.  The  devastation,  how'ever,  was 
immense.  Accounts  were  coming  in  describing  the 
destruction  of  buildings,  the  laying  waste  of  plan- 
tations, and  the  swallowing  up  and  burial  of  many 
families.  Of  the  towns,  Port  Royal  appears  to 
have  been  the  greatest  sufferer.  Numbers  of  build- 
ings were  demolished,  and  multitudes  of  lives  lost. 
The  last  shock  of  the  earthquake  left  scarce  .a  build- 
ing standing,  and  the  whole  city  may  be  said  to  be 
overwhelmed.  Four  hundred  persons,  it  is  sup- 
posed, were  buried  under  the  ruins.  Of  these, 
three  hundred  had  been  withdrawn  from  under  the 
wreck  and  rubbish  ; and  excavations  were  going 
on  to  extend  relief  to  others  in  the  same  situation. 
In  the  town  of  St.  Pierre  the  shock  was  not  so 
severe  as  at  Port  Royal.  The  commotion  lasted 
about  five  minutes.  Several  houses  were  thrown 
down,  and  many  shaken  into  a shattered  and  totter 
ing  condition.  The  number  of  lives  lost  was  very 
small  compared  with  the  destruction  at  other  points. 
The  governor  of  Martinique  had  issued  his  procla- 
mation, calling  upon  the  citizens  to  succor  each 
other  in  their  frightful  disaster,  and  promising  the 
sympathy  and  assistance  of  the  French  government. 
The  call  had  been  answered  with  alacrity,  and  ma- 
ny of  the  citizens  had  joined  the  garrison  and  ma- 
rines in  digging  up  the  ruins,  opening  the  streets, 
propping  up  buildings,  and  repairing  the  desola- 
tions which  the  calamity  had  made.  For  further 
and  complete  accounts,  we  must  await  the  next  ar- 
rival, as  the  Pauline  left  too  soon  to  ascertain  all 
the  dreadful  particulars. 

We  subjoin  the  governor’s  proclamation. 
Proclamation  of  rear-admiral,  gov.  A.  De  Moges. 

Citizens  of  Port  Royal  : 

You  have  been  visited  by  a frightful  misfortune. 
Your  houses  are  overthrown  ; you  seek  beneath  their 
ruins,  your  parents,  your  children,  your  friends. 

France  and  the  king  will  soon  learn  this  dreadful 
calamity,  and  will  come  to  your  aid. 

In  the  interim,  let  all  those  whose  courage  does 
not  fail  them,  who  possess  manly  hearts  and  strong 
arms,  unite  with  the  garrison  and  marine  to  give  a 
Tree  passage  to  the  waters,  to  open  the  streets,  to 
prop  up  all  the  buildings  in  danger  of  falling,  and 
thus  prevent  new  misfortunes. 

The  assistance  of  the  king’s  government,  to- 
gether with  that  of  the  rest  of  the  colony  who  have 
suffered  less  than  yourselves,  will  not  be  wanting, 
and  you  will  succor  each  other  with  your  accus- 
tomed generosity. 

Citizens  of  St.  Pierre  : 

I have  this  moment  learned  that  your  city  has 
suffered  greatly  in  common  with  other  parts  of  the 
island  ; my  utmost  efforts  shall  be  exerted  to  aid 
yon  in  sustaining  and  repairing  your  misfortunes. 

Port  Royal,  Jan.  1 llh,  1S39. 

Rear  admiral  governor.  A.  De  Moges. 

From  J vmaica.  From  the  New  Orleans  Com- 
mercial Bulletin.  Jamaica  papers  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  ship  Calumet,  of  the  date  of  11th  in- 
stant. Great  dissatisfaction  prevailed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  injudicious  policy  pursued  by  the 
governor,  sir  Lionel  Smith.  The  charge  against 
him  was,  a disposition  to  favor  the  blacks,  and  en- 
courage them  in  acts  of  insubordination  and  riot. 
The  manumitted  population  has  quit  all  woilc  since 
the  Christmas  holidays.  Agriculture  was  neglected, 
and  the  evils  of  indolence  and  disorder  rapidly  on 
the  increase.  The  perplexities  of  his  official  station 
had  induced  sir  Lionel  Smith  to  announce  his  in- 
tention of  resigning  his  commission  of  governor  of 
Jamaica. 


American  claims  on  Mexico.  A meetingof 
the  claimants  upon  the  Mexican  government  resid- 
ing in  New  Orleans,  was  recently  held  in  that  city 
with  a,  view  to  addressing  a memorial  to  congress 
upon  the  subject  of  a demand  against  the  Mexican 
government  for  a redress  of  the  grievances  which 
our  citizens  have  sustained  by  the  spoliations  com- 
mitted by  the  Mexican  government  upon  our  com- 
merce. A resolution  was  passed  instructing  the 
committee  to  take  the  ground  in  their  memorial, 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  have  not  in 
their  relations  with  Mexico,  assumed  a position, 
which  our  right,  and  international  law,  and  justice 
demand — protesting  also  against  the  submission  of 
our  claims  to  the  arbitration  of  a third  power,  as 
compromising  the  interests  of  individuals,  and  de- 
rogatory to  our  national  character. 

Mississippi.  It  appears  by  the  following  account, 
copied  from  a Vicksburg  paper  ofthe  25th  u It . that 
an  extraordinary  excitement  prevailed  in'the  legisla- 
ture of  Mississippi  on  the  subject  of  the  election  of 
a U.  S.  senator.  The  letter  is  dated  at  Jackson, 
the  seat  of  the  state  government,  Jan.  23d  : 

The  day  has  been  occupied  w'ith  a continual 
squall  about  United  States  senator — the  whole  town 
is  excited  w'ith  the  subject. 

The  senate  to  day  receded  from  its  amendment  to 
the  resolution  relating  to  the  United  States  senator, 
and  at  the  same  time  amended  the  resolution  so  as 
to  make  Wednesday  next  the  day  for  electing  for 
six  years,  and  next  Friday  the  day  to  elect  for  the 
unexpired  term.  The  House  decided  that  the  sec- 
ond amendment  of  the  senate  was  out  of  order,  in- 
asmuch as  that  body  had  receded  from  its  first 
amendment.  Mr.  Cox,  of  Washington,  then  offered 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  carried  : 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  house  inform  the 
senate  that  the  house  has  decided  the  amendment  made 
by  the  senate  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  relative  to 
the  election  of  a United  States  senator,  out  of  order,  and 
that  the  clerk  is  hereby  instructed  by  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives to  inform  the  senate,  that  they  are  novv 
ready  to  receive  them,  for  the  purpose  ofeleeting  a Uni- 
ted States  senator,  for  the  constitutional  term  of  six 
years,  and  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resig- 
nation of  the  hon.  James  F.  Trotter. 

This  resolution  was  immediately  sent  to  the  sen- 
ate, and  the  house  took  a recess  of  twenty  minutes, 
to  see  how  the  senate  would  take  it.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  senate  decided  that  every  thing  was  out 
of  order,  but  the  immediate  compliance  ofthe  sen- 
ate with  the  demand  of  the  resolution,  and  thatwas 
for  the  senate  to  repair  to  the  house.  Motions  to 
adjourn  wrere  declared  to  be  out  of  order — speech 
succeeded  speech,  and  the  senate  appealed  from 
the  decision  ofthe  chair,  on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 
The  appeal  was  sustained,  and  the  decision  of  the 
chair  reversed,  and  accordingly  the  senate  adjourn- 
ed in  the  midst  of  excitement  and  confusion,  until 
to  morrow  morning  at  10  o’clock.  The  excitement 
in  the  senate  was  tremendous— the  gallery  and  re- 
cesses were  crammed  to  overflowing. 

The  house  re-assembled  at  the  expiration  of  twen- 
ty minutes  from  the  time  of  adjournment.  The 
sergeant-at-arms  was  ordered  to  drag  a quorum  of 
members  from  the  senate  chamber.  A quorum 
present,  a motion  was  made  to  adjourn.  A score 
of  members  contended  that  a motion  to  adjourn 
was  out  of  order.  The  speaker  decided  that  a mo- 
tion to  adjourn  was  in  order,  but  remarked  that  it 
would  be  uncourteous  towards  the  senate  to  adjourn 
at  present. 

The  house  appealed  from  the  decision  ofthe  spea- 
ker. All  was  now  fire  and  fury.  Mr.  Foote  spoke  ; 
Mr.  Smith  spoke;  Mr.  Puckett  spoke;  Mr.  Fox 
spoke;  Mr.  Belt  spoke— and  the  whole  house  was 
in  a speaking  way. 

The  house  looked  something  like  a drove  of 
snorting  horses  about  this  time,  only  a little  more 
humanl  It  was  announced  that  the  senate  had  ad- 
journed, when  Mr.  Smith  instantly  withdrew  his  ap- 
peal. Mr.  Puckett  renewed  the  appeal,  and  moved 
that  the  house  take  a recess  until  to  morrow  morning 
at  10  o’clock,  at  the  same  time  maintaining  that  the 
house  could  not  adjourn  until  the  senatorial  election 
was  over.  The  ayes  and  noes  were  called  for,  and 
the  decision  of  the  speaker  was  reversed  by  a vote 
of  48  to  37  ; so  the  house  is  in  recess  until  to  mor- 
row morning  at  10  o’clock. 

Every  thing  is  in  an  uproar  here.  The  whig 
members  of  the  house  of  representatives  declare 
they  will  do  nothing  until  the  senate  meets  the 
house  and  decides  this  senatorial  question.  The 
hour  is  late  or  I would  abridge  the  debates  in  both 
branches  on  this  question.  The  Whigs  are  anx- 
ious for  the  election  to  morrow,  the  democrats  are 
against  going  into  an  election  until  next  week.  An 
effbrtwill  be  made  to  compromise,  but  how  it  will 
succeed  I cannot  surmise. 

You  will  perceive  from  what  I have  written  that 
the  speaker  of  the  house  and  the  president  of  the 
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nenate  are  both  in  hot  water.  The  senate  would 
not  sustain  its  president,  but  the  house  says  he  de' 
cided  correctly  by  a vote  o!'48  to  37.  The  senate 
sustains  the  speaker  of  the  house,  and  the  house 
sustains  the  president  of  the  senate.  So  we  go  ! 

Indictment  of  the  agent  of  the  Auburn 
prison.  From  the  Auburn  Journal.  The  grand 
jury  of  this  county  last  week,  made  out  three  bills 
of  indictment  against  captain  Elam  Lynds,  (agent 
and  keeper  of  the  Auburn  state  prison,)  which  were 
for  maltreatment  in  the  following  particulars : 
“ Beating,  bruising,  wounding,  and  illfreating”  the 
convicts  under  his  charge.  2d.  For  “allowing 
and  causing  his  under  olficers  and  subordinates” 
to  ill  treat  them  in  a similar  manner.  And  3d.  For 
“ causing  to  be  withheld  from  the  convicts  a quan- 
tity of  food  necessary  to  their  health  and  comfort — 
as  well  as  for  “ neglecting  and  refusing  to  keep 
the  workshops  amLsleepiwg  apartments  sufficiently 
warm  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  said  convicts. 


8 Ih  infantry — The  colonel  of  this  regiment  has  re- 
lieved gen.  Eustis  in  command  of  a department ; 
the  latter  being  on  leave  of  absence.  Captain  Bon 
nell  ordered  to  conduct  recruits  to  the  southwest. 
Head  quarters  removed  temporarily  to  Ogdensburgh, 


General 
Orders,  > 


Bomb  cannon.  Repeated  experiments,  under 
the  inspection  of  scientific  engineers,  have  demon- 
otrated  the  superiority  of  this  new  weapon  invent- 
ed by  the  French.  It  is  said  to  possess  as  much 
superiority  over  the  old  shot  and  mortar,  as  fire- 
arms do  over  the  bow  and  arrow,  or  the  spear  and 
sword  of  ancient  times.  At  the  bombardment  of 
San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  the  terrible  efficacy  of  this  mili- 
tary eugine  was  satisfactorily  proved  by  the  rapid 
demolition  of  that  fortress,  deemed  impregnable  to 
common  artillery.  Hereafter,  the  battery  of  a fort 
or  vessel  of  war  will  not  be  deemed  complete  with- 
out the  addition  of  a few  bomb  cannon  to  the  usual 
armament.  The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  urges 
upon  our  government,  with  good  reason,  the  impor- 
tance of  granting  to  our  officers  the  opportunity  of 
becoming  practically  acquainted  with  this  gun. 
The  report  was,  that  the  steamship  Fulton  would 
be  furnished  with  four  of  those  machines  as  part 
of  her  equipment,  and  no  doubt  their  general  adop- 
tion and  use  throughout  the  navy  wili  follow. 

[New  Orleans  Bulletin. 


MILITARY  INTELLIGENCE. 

From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

We  propose  to  publish  every  week,  in  a condens- 
ed form,  such  minor  details  as  we  can  procure  of  the 
operations,  changes,  etc.,  of  each  regiment  in  the 
army  ; and  shall  be  thankful  to  adjutants,  or  other 
officers,  for  any  information  that  they  can  contribute. 

1st  dragoons — Colonel  Kearny  has  resumed  the 
command  of  the  regiment,  and  the  lieut.  col.  has 
availed  himself  of  a leave  of  absence.  Adjutant  H. 
S.  Turner  has  received  the  appointment  of  ass’t  ad- 
jutant general,  with  the  rank  of  captain  ; 1st  lieut. 
P.  R.  Thompson  appointed  adjutant  in  his  stead. 
Lieut.  B.  S.  Roberts  has  resigned,  to  take  effect  28th 
January. 

2 d dragoons — Continues  on  duty  in  Florida. 

1st  artillery — The  colonel  of  this  regiment  has 
leave  of  absence  until  May  next.  Trieut.  Aisquilh 
ordered  to  conduct  recruits  to  the  southwest. 

2d  artillery — Has  been  recruited  recently.  Cap- 
tain DeHart  ordered  to  conduct  a detachment  of  re- 
cruits to  the  southwest,  and  to  report  to  the  super- 
intendent of  recruiting  service  in  New  York  for  that 
purpose. 

3 d artillery — Nowon  duty  in  Florida,  command- 
ed by  the  major,  except  the  light  company,  (C,) 
commanded  by  capt.  Ringgold,  stationed  at  Carlisle. 
Capt.  Ringgold,  recently  tried  before  a court  martial, 
has  been  honorably  acquitted  of  all  charges  and  spe- 
cifications. 

4th  artillery — Serving  in  Florida,  and  commanded 
by  the  lieut.  colonel. 

1st  infantry — Whole  regiment  is  serving  in  Florida. 

2d  infantry — Whole  regiment  is  serving  in  Flori- 
da. IT  lieut.  A.  B.  Eaton  has  been  appointed 
commissary  of  subsistence,  with  the  rank  of  captain, 
from  7th  July,  1838. 

3d  infantry — Col.  Many’s  command  (4  companies) 
has  resumed  its  position  at  Fort  Jesup,  having  re- 
turned from  Shreveport.  There  is  a recruiting  par- 
ty under  lieut.  Blanchard,  belonging  to  the  regiment, 
in  New  Orleans. 

4lh  infantry — Is  now  en  route  for  Fort  Gibson, 
where  it  is  to  relieve  the  7th  infantry,  ordered  to 
join  the  army  of  the  south.  Gen.  Arbuckle  does  not 
accompany  the  7th,  being  continued  in  command  of 
a department.  There  is  a recruiting  station  in  New 
Orleans,  under  captain  Allen. 

5 th  infantry — Continues  to  serve  in  the  north  and 
northwest. 

6 th  infantry — Is  in  Florida. 

7th  infantry — This  regiment  sustained  a loss  in  the 
death  ol  captain  Stuart.  Lieut.  Holmes,  adjutant, 
takes  his  company,  and  lieut.  Gatlin  is  appointed 
adjutant,  vice  Holmes  promoted  as  above.  Captain 
Miles  appointed  assistant  quartermaster, 


ARMY— OFFICIAL. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army, 
Adjutant  general's  office. 

No.  9.  ) Washington,  Jan.  2G,  1839. 

Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  since  the  publication  of  “ General 
Orders,”  No.  4G,  dated  1st  November,  1838. 

GENERAL  STAFF. 

First  lieutenant  Henry  S.  Turner,  1st  dragoons, 
to  be  assistant  adjutant  general,  17  Nov.,  1838,  vice 
Keyes,  resigned. 

Captain  Dixon  S.  Miles,  7th  infantry,  to  be  ass’t 
quartermaster,  1G  Jan.,  1839. 

CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Brevet  colonel  Joseph  G.  Totten,  lieut.  col.,  to 
be  colonel,  7 Dec.,  1338,  vice  Gratiot,  dismissed. 

Brevet  lieutenant  colonel  R.  E.  De  Russy,  major, 
to  be  lieut.  colonel,  7 Dec.  1833,  vice  Totten,  pro- 
moted. 

Captain  C.  A.  Ogden,  to  be  major,  7 Dec.,  1838, 
vice  De  Russy,  promoted. 

First  lieutenant  John  Sanders,  to  be  captain,  7 
Dec.,  1838,  vice  Ogden,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  William  H.  Wright,  to  be  1st 
lieut.  7 Dec.,  1838,  vice  Sanders,  promoted. 

SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  DRAGOONS. 

First  lieutenant  Marshall  S.  Howe,  (o  be  captain, 

I Jan.,  1839,  vice  Tompkins,  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  W.  Hardia,  to  be  1st  lieut.,  1 
Dec.,  1838,  vice  O’Niel,  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  Lawrence  P.  Graham,  to  be  1st 
lieut.,  1 Jan.,  1839,  vice  Howe,  promoted. 

Thomas  W.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  to  be 
2d  lieut.,  12  Nov.,  1838. 

SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  ARTILLERY. 

First  lieutenant  John  B.  Grayson,  to  be  captain, 

II  Dec.,  1838,  vice  Chambers,  deceased. 

Second  lieutenant  Henry  C.  Pratt,  to  be  1st  lieut., 
11  Dec.,  1838,  vice  Grayson,  promoted. 

SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

First  lieutenant  Samuel  P.  Heintzelman,  to  be 
captain,  4 Nov.,  1833,  vice  Hoffman,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  James  W.  Anderson,  to  be  1st 
lieut.,  4 Nov.,  1838,  vice  Heintzelman,  promoted. 

Julius  Hayden,  of  Florida,  to  be  2d  lieut.,  16  Jan., 
1839. 

FOURTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

Second  lieutenant  Charles  Hoskins,  to  be  1st  lieut., 
30  Dec.,  1838,  vice  Tibbatts,  deceased. 

FIFTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

First  lieutenant  Edgar  M.  Lacy,  to  be  captain, 

1 Nov.,  1838,  vice  Alexander,  deceased. 

First  lieutenant  Isaac  Lynde,  to  be  captain,  1 Jan., 
1839,  vice  Jamison,  dismissed. 

Second  lieutenant  Joseph  H.  Whipple,  to  be  1st 
lieut.,  1 Nov.,  1838,  vice  Lacy,  promoted. 

Second  lieutenant  Samuel  Wliitehorne,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  1 Jan.,  1839,  vice  Lynde,  promoted. 

S.  H.  Fowler,  of  Connecticut,  to  be  2d  lieut.,  12 
Nov.,  1838. 

SIXTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

Brevet  major  Win.  Hoffman,  captain  of  the  2d  in- 
fantry, to  be  major,  4 Nov.,  1838,  vice  Glassed,  de- 
ceased. 

SEVENTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

First  lieutenant  Theo.  H.  Holme?,  to  be  captain, 

9 Dec..  1838,  vice  Stuart,  deceased. 

Second  lieut.  James  M.  Wells,  to  be  1st  lieut., 

9 Dec.,  1838,  vice  Holmes,  promoted. 

CASUALTIES. 

RESIGNATIONS. 

Captains. 

E.  D.  Keyes,  as  ass’t.  adj’t.  gen., 

W.  W.  Tompkins,  2d  dragoons, 

First  lieutenant. 

J.  H,  P.  O’Neal,  2d  dragoons, 

Second  lieutenant. 

A.  P.  Gregory,  4th  artillery, 

DEATHS. 

Major  James  M.  Glassed,  6th  infantry,  at  sea,  3d 
Nov.,  1&38. 

Captain  John  Stuart,  7th  infantry,  Camp  Illinois, 
Arkansas,  8 Dec.,  1838. 

Captain  William  Alexander,  5th  infantry,  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  31  Oct.,  1833. 

Ass’t  quartermaster  James  A.  Chambers,  Balti- 
more, Maryland,  10  Dec.,  1S3S. 

First  lieut.  S.  T.  Tibbatts,  -4th  infantry,  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  29  Dec.,  1838. 

The  officers  promoted  and  appointed  will  report 
for  duty  accordingly. 

By  order  of  Alexander  Macomb, 

Major  general  commanding-in  chief. 

R.  JONES,  adj’t.  gen. 


16  Nov.,  1838. 
31  Dec.,  1838. 

30  Nov.,  1S38. 

31  Dec.,  1838. 


NAVY— ORDERS. 

Jan.  16 — Comm’r  F.  Forrest  command  of  ship  Warren. 
18 — Mid.  H.  Tillotson,  frigate  Macedonian. 

23 —  Mid.  M.  C.  Perry,  naval  school,  New  York. 

24 —  Lieut.  Geo.  N.  Hollins,  rendezvous,  Baltimore. 

25 —  Commo.  A.  J.  Dallas,  navy  yard,  Pensacola. 

Comm’r  J.  M.  McIntosh,  do.  do. 

Mid.  H.  P.  Robertson,  naval  school,  N.  York. 
Mid.  M.  K.  Warrington,  do.  Norfolk 

2G — P.  mid.  J.  A.  Doyle,  W.  I.  squadron. 

Mid.  I.  N.  Brown,  do. 

23 — Lt.  A.  Bigelow,  command  of  sclir.  Shark. 

P.  mid.  J.  M.  Lockert,  rendezvous,  Baltimore. 
Mid.  E.  E.  Rogers,  rec’g  ship,  Philadelphia. 
Officers  ordered  to  the  frigate  Constitution. 
Daniel  Turner,  captain. 

Lieutenants,  E.  W.  Carpender,  R.  A.  Jones,  W. 
H.  Kennon,  R.  R.  Pinkham,  T.  D.  Shaw,  P.  Turner. 
Fleet  suigeon,  Thomas  Dillard. 

Assistant  surgeons,  C.  D.  Maxwell,  S.  Jackson. 
Purser,  McK.  Buchanan. 

Passed  midshipman  G.  McCroery,  acting  master. 
Passed  midshipmen,  M.  Hunt,  M.  Woodhull,  F. 
Haggerty,  L.  C.  Sartori. 

Midshipmen,  G.  H,  Cooper,  C.  W.  Hayes,  C.  O. 
Ritchie,  H.  H.  Harrison,  W.  A.  McCrohan,  R.  T. 
Renshaw,  J.  P.  McFarland,  H.  F.  Porter,  J.  H. 
Mcl.  Madison,  S.  Bent,  A.  K.  Hughes,  J . S.  Maury, 
M.  Duralde. 

Boatswain,  N.  Steinbogh.  Gunner,  D.  Kelly. 
Carpenter,  J.  Cahill.  Sailmalcer,  N.  B.  Peed. 

Officers  ordered  to  the  Warren. 

Commander,  French  Forrest. 

Lieutenants,  J.  T.  Gerry,  John  S.  Little,  T.  E. 
Munn,  Joseph  Lanman, 

Surgeon,  Daniel  Egbert.  Ass’t  surgeon,  A.  F. 
Lawyer.  Parser,  T.  M.  Taylor. 

P.  mid.  D.  B.  Ridgely,  acting  master.  Passed 
midshipmen,  J.  R.  Mullany,  J.  W.  Cooke,  J.  J. 
Forbes,  C.  E.  Flemming. 

Midshipmen,  G.  H.  Preble,  J.  D.  Todd,  S .D.Val- 
lette. 

Boatswain,  R.  Whitaker.  Gunner,  J.  W.  Pen- 
nington. Carpenter,  J.  O.  Butler.  Sailmaker,  M. 
Wheeden. 

RESIGNATIONS. 

John  J.  White,  passed  midshipman,  January  18. 
Matthew  S.  Pitcher,  do.  January  24. 

VESSELS  REPORTED. 

West  India  squadron.  Ship  Erie,  lt.  com’dt  Far- 
ragut,  arrived  at  Pensacola,  Jan.  10,  from  Vera  Cruz. 

Ship  Natchez,  comm’r  B.  Page,  jr.,  Ontario, 
comm’r  McKenney,  and  brig  Consort,  It.  com’dt 
Gardner,  sailed  from  Havana,  Jan.  8. 

Schr.  Grampus,  It.  com.  J.  S.  Paine,  arrived  at 
Norfolk,  Jan.  22,  from  Pensacola,  last  from  Havana. 

Frigate  Macedonian,  dropped  down  to  the  naval 
anchorage  below  Norfolk,  Jan.  22. 

Ship  Boston,  comm’r  Babbitt,  was  spoken  2d  inst. 
lat.  24  30,  Ion.  70,  on  a cruize — all  well.  At  Ha- 
vana, Jan.  7. 

Pacific  squadron.  List  of  officers  of  the  N.  Caro- 
lina. H.  E.  Ballard,  commodore  ; Thomas  O.  Self- 
ridge, It.  com'dt ; A.  G.  Slaughter,  Chaplin,  Boggs, 
Weems,  Hunt,  Gillis,  Ingersoll,  lieutenants ; J.  Wil- 
son, p urser ; H.  Hobbs,  com.  secretary  ; Wm.  Swift, 
fleet  surgeon  ; J.  Brinckerhoff,  surgeon ; Havid  Har- 
lan, ass't  surgeon  ; J.  T.  Houston,  prof,  of  mathema- 
tics ; C.  F.  McIntosh,  master;  F.  Stanley,  p.  mid- 
shipman ; Barney,  Muse,  Winder,  Higgins,  Mc- 
Laughlin, Dance,  Biddle,  Ridgely,  Weston,  Harrell, 
midshipmen ; Stephenson,  gunner ; Jones,  carpenter  ; 
Brice,  sailmaker. 

Sclir.  Experiment,  It.  comd’t  J.  Glynn,  bound  on 
a survey  of  harbors  in  North  Carolina,  sailed  from 
Norfolk  on  Tuesday,  22d  inst. 

Packet  brig  Consort,  lt.  comd’t  Gardner,  arrived 
at  New  York  on  Friday.  Officers  : Wm.  H.  Gard- 
ner, It.  comd't ; Montgomery  Lewis,  Henry  T.  Win- 
gate, acting  lieuts.;  William  Crany,  p.  midshipman  ; 
Wm.  B.  Sinclair,  ass’t  surgeon;  John  B.  Randolph’ 
Wilson  R.  McKinney,  midshipmen;  J.  S.  Sloan, 
capt’s  clerk  ; John  McKinley,  acting  boatswain. 

Revenue  cutlers.  Brig  Washington,  It.  comd’t  A. 
V.  Frazer,  from  a cruise  off  the  coast  to  supply  ves- 
sels, put  into  Hampton  Roads,  Jan.  20. 

A detachment  of  175  seamen,  under  the  command 
of  It.  C.  H.  Jackson,  for  the  U.  S.  service,  arrived 
at  Norfolk  on  Saturday,  19th  Jan.  in  barque  Dromo, 
from  Boston. 


FLORIDA  WAR. 

The  bill  now  before  the  Senate  for  the  armed  oc- 
cupation and  settlement  of  Florida,  is,  perhaps,  the 
most  important  bill  which  will  be  before  congress  at 
this  session.  It  is  a bill  which  comes  recommend- 
ed by  the  secretary  at  war  and  many  experienced 
officers,  not  merely  as  the  best,  but  as  the  only 
measure  which  can  expel  the  Indians  from  Florida, 
restore  the  driven  off  population  of  four  counties  of 
that  territory  to  their  homes,  relieve  the  frontiers  of 
Georgia  from  Indian  depredations,  and  save  Amer- 
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ican  mariners  from  massacre  when  wrecked  or  lan- 
ded on  the  keys  or  coasts  of  the  Florida  peninsula. 

It  is  a bill  ol  the  utmost  importance  to  the  south, 
and  also  to  the  commerce  which  passes  round  the 
point  of  the  peninsula.  We  have  already  publish- 
ed the  opinion  ofgen.  Jesup,  the  surgeon  general, 
Dr.  Lawson,  and  gen.  Hernandez,  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  and  we  have  referred  to  the  message  of  gov. 
Call  in  its  favor.  We  now  present  some  extracts 
from  that  message,  and  claim  for  them  the  attentive 
consideration  which  the  experience  of  the  author 
and  the  importance  of  the  subject  require. 

[Globe. 

Extracts  from,  governor  Call’s  message  in  relation  to 
the  Florida  war. 

Since  the  last  session  of  the  legislative  council, 
our  frontier  settlements  have  been  greatly  harassed 
by  the  marauding  bands  of  the  enemy.  Notwith- 
standing the  formidable  and  well  appointed  force 
employed  by  the  government  in  prosecuting  the 
war,  and  in  defending  the  frontier,  the  struggle 
with  the  Seminoles  still  continues,  with  all  the  ap- 
palling incidents  of  savage  warfare.  During  the 
last  summer,  numerous  and  distressing  instances 
occurred,  in  which  whole  fainiles  were  murdered 
by  the  midnight  attacks  of  the  enemy.  The  fron- 
tier inhabitants  were  kept  in  a state  of  perpetual 
danger  and  alarm  ; and  although  the  troops  of  the 
government  were  actively  employed  in  their  de- 
fence, it  became  necessary  in  the  opinion  of  the  ex- 
ecutive, on  the  urgent  application  of  the  people  and 
the  officers  of  the  exposed  districts,  to  order  a per 
tion  of  the  militia  into  the  service. 

Convinced  by  three  years’  experience  in  prose- 
cuting the  war  against  the  Seminoles,  that  they  can- 
not be  subdued  by  the  plan  of  operations  heretofore 
pursued,  the  secretary  of  w'ar  has  u isely  resolved 
on  a change  of  policy.  The  plan  which  he  has  ju- 
diciously recommended  forthe  protection  oi  the  fron- 
tier settlers,  by  encouraging  the  return  of  those 
who  have  been  driven  from  their  homes,  and  organ- 
izing the  whole  force  along  our  exposed  borders 
into  companies  and  battalhons  for  the  defence  of  the 
inhabitants,'  and  the  energy  and  activity  with  w hich 
he  proposes  to  prosecute  the  war  to  a successful 
termination,  is  calculated  to  give  strength  to  the 
frontier,  and  confidence  and  security  to  the  people 
of  every  portion  of  the  territory.  11  this  plan  is 
carried  into  execution,  it  is  confidently  believed 
that  the  whole  country  which  has  been  desolated  by 
the  ravages  of  the  enemy  will,  in  a short  time,  be 
reoccupied  ; the  Indians  will  be  driven  and  confi- 
ned within  more  narrow  limits,  and  the  scenes  ol 
rapine  and  murder  with  which  we  have  been  so  fre- 
quently harassed  will  no  longer  be  exiii bited  on  our 
borders.  Connected  with  this  plan  ol  defence,  an 
important  measure  for  the  expulsion  of  the  enemy 
has  been  recommended  to  congress.  It  is  proposed 
to  grant  a portion  of  the  public  lands  to  those  per- 
sons who  will  obligate  themselves  to  settle  and  im- 
prove them. 

Under  this  encouragement  to  emigration,  it  is 
confidently  believed  that  19,000  permanent  settlers 
might  in  a few  months  be  located  in  the  enemy’s 
country,  and  in  a short  time  the  whole  peninsula 
would’be  so  completely . occupied  as  to  leave  no 
lurking  place  for  the  enemy.  The  adoption  of  this 
plan,  while  it  would- most  certainly  bring  this  pro- 
tracted and  harassing  war  to  a successful  termina- 
tion, would  save  millions  of  the  public  treasure,  and 
thousands  ofvaluable  lives.  Another  important  ad- 
vantage would  result  from  this  policy  ; il  would  give 
us  ponulation,  wealth  and  political  influence,  and 
forever  put  to  rest  the  question  of  your  right  to  ad- 
mission into  the  lederal  union. 

For  more  than  three  years  this  desolating  war 
ha3  been  maintained  within  our  limits.  Our  most 
experienced  generals  and  our  best  appointed  armies 
have  been  unsuccessful  in  its  prosecution,  though  all 
has  been  done  which  skill,  bravery,  and  untiring 
perseverance  could  accomplish.  Many  of  the  In- 
dians have  been  captured  or  destroyed;  every  por- 
tion of  the  enemy’s  country  has  been  invaded  ; eve- 
ry village,  every  hut  has  been  demolished  ; their 
fields  have  been  laid  waste,  their  cattle  driven  off ; 
and  the  nation,  broken  and  dispersed  in  sitiall  fugi- 
tive bands,  prowl  through  the  wilderness,  or  hover 
on  the  frontier.  But  even  in  flight  they  are  unsub- 
dued, and  often  lurn  on  their  pursuers  with  furious 
energy,  or  fall  with  fatal  desperation  on  the  de- 
fenceless inhabitants  of  the  frontier.  Experience 
has  proved  that  it  is  not  by  the  march  or  counter- 
march of  armies  through  the  enemy’s  country,  that 
he  is  to  be  expelled  from  the  land  of  his  nativity. 
He  has  only  to  avoid  battle,  to  evade  pursuit  fora 
few  days,  and  the  army,  exhausted  with  fatigue 
and  hunger,  retires,  before  him,  without  the  fire  of 
a gun,  leaving  him  again  in  undisturbed  possession 
of  the  field.  It  is  not  from  superior  bravery  or 
skill  in  the  use  of  arms,  that  the  Indians  have  thus 


long  resisted  our  power,  but  from  their  mode  of  life, 
the  nature  of  the  country  they  inhabit,  the  congeni- 
ality of  the  climate  to  their  habits  and  pursuits,  and 
its  often  fatal  consequences  to  their  pursuers.  The 
spontaneous  productions  of  nature  supply  them  with 
abundant  and  nutricious  food.  The  wild  arrow 
l oot,  the  w ild  potato,  the  brier  root,  the  cabbage 
tree,  and  the  palmeto  every  where  abound.  The 
waters  supply  them  with  fish,  and  the  woods  with 
game.  Hence,  want  and  famine,  the  attendani 
consequences  of  invasion  in  every  other  country, 
and  to  every  people,  present  no  terrors  to  the  wan- 
dering Seminole.  He  finds  security,  food,  and 
shelter,  in  every  hammock  and  in  every  swamp. 
My  ot^ervations  on  the  result  of  the  measures  here- 
tofore pursued  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians, 
have  brought  me  lorcibly  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  cannot  be  done  without  a change  ofpolicy.  The 
forest  must  be  subdued  before  the  enemy  can  be 
finally  conquered.  Every  inch  of  ground  taken 
from  him  must  be  firmly  held  by  permanent  set- 
tlers who  will  cultivate  the  soil  and  make  the  wil- 
derness their  home.  Under  ttiis  system  the  savage 
would  gradually  retire  before  the  approach  of  the 
civilized  man. 


ARMED  OCCUPATION  OF  FLORIDA. 
Extract  of  a letter  from  col.  James  Gadsden,  addressed 
to  col.  Charles  Downing. 

I have  read  attentively  colonel  Benton’s  bill  for 
the  military  occupation  of  the  territory  of  Florida, 
and  deem  its  general  provisions  good  ; and,  I should 
suppose,  calculated  to  promote  the  object  contem- 
plated. 

The  limit  of  100  -to  a station  I think  small,  unless 
the  guard  at  the  block-house  be  at  least  one  com- 
pany. On  the  whole,  however,  I think  the  bill  well 
enough  ; and  the  opportunity'  should  not  be  permitted 
to  escape  of  introducing  into  Florida,  by  the  strong- 
est of  modern  temptations,  an  enterprising  popula- 
tion, which  will  expel  the  Indians,  and  develope  a 
country  which,  I have  always  contended,  contains 
within  itself  very  great  resources.  To  the  south,  east- 
ern and  southern  Florida  will  hereafter  be  invaluable, 
and  as  costly'  as  the  war  has  been,  it  will  be  amply 
repaid  hereafter  in  the  know  ledge  it  has  given  us  of 
a country  not  only'  unknown,  but  which  it  was  fash- 
ionable to  represent  as  the  land  of  musquitoes,  alli- 
gators, and  ‘'■varmints.”  I had  viewed  it  under 
verv  different  eyes  ; and  I feel  gratified  to  find  that 
opinions  promulgated  some  ten  years  since  are  now 
to  be  respected. 

You  have,  sir,  the  most  favorable  opportunity  of 
doing  more  for  Florida  than  any  predecessor ; and 
now  is  the  time  to  make  the  best  ol  a calamity,  and 
convert  this  war,  desolating  our  country,  into  final 
good  for  its  improvement  and  settlement. 

Yours,  respect  fully, 

JAMES  GADSDEN. 

Colonels  Warren  and  Mills,  major  Hart,  and  S. 
L.  Barrett,  esq.,  and  many  other  distinguished  citi- 
zens of  Florida,  have  written  letters  of  similar  im- 
port. 

COMMODORE  PORTER. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Globe. 

Sir:  In  the  caption  of  an  article  published  at 
Philadelphia,  in  the  Ledger  and  Daily  Transcript, 
of  January  12th,  the  writer  says  that  I “ had  ap- 
plied for  my  restoration  to  my  former  rank  and 
emoluments  as  a captain  in  the  navy  and  after 
asserting  that  this  is  a project  of  the  present  sec- 
retaiy  ot  the  navy,  says  : 

“ Perhaps  the  secretary  may  suppose  that  the 
restoration  of  commodore  Porter  would  diive  the 
old  officers  from  .the  service,  and  he  may  indulge 
some  wish  to  that  effect.  If  this  be  done,  we  shall 
never  obtain  the  like,  for  the  honorable  spirits  from 
which  such  characters  are  made,  will  avoid  a navy 
that  expects  its  veterans,  in  the  autumn  of  then- 
days,  by  violations  of  fundamental  rules,  to  gratify 
private  piques  cr  partialities.  But,  besides  the  ve- 
terans, this  step  would  cost  us  the  junior  officers, 
for  not  one  of  them  would  remain  after  being  su- 
perseded in  a manner  so  exceptionable.” 

My  positive  assertion,  published  in  the  Globe, 
that  I never  had  applied  to  be  restored  to  my  for- 
mer rank  in  the  navy,  and  never  intended  to  do  so, 
ought  to  satisfy  every  one  that  this  determination 
was  not  made  without  due  reflection. 

Independent  of  the  treatment  which  drove  me  to 
seek  service  abroad,  there  are  other  considerations 
why  1 ought  not  to  return  to  the  navy,  and  these 
are  explained  in  my  letter  to  the  honorable  secre- 
tary of  the  14th  of  January,  of  which  I take  the 
liberty  to  send  you  a copy,  which  is  as  follows  : 

“ Georgetovjn , Jan.  14,  1839. 
“My  dear  sir:  Not  willing  that  you  should 
think  me  whimsical  or  capricious,  after  what  has 
passed  on  the  subject  of  my  return  to  the  navy,  and 


my  determination  not  to  do  so,  as  expressed  in  the 
Globe  of  last  Saturday,  J think  it  proper  to  explain 
to  you,  briefly,  why  1 cannot  return,  without  low- 
ering myself  in  my  own  estimation  and  in  that  of 
the  public. 

“I  send  an  extract  from  the  records  of  the  court 
martial;  the  charge  on  which  I was  found  guilty  ; 
the  finding  of  the  court ; and  the  sentence  of  punish- 
ment. 

“ The  orders  under  w hich  I acted  have  been  laid 
before  the  public;  it  is  my  belief  that  the  public 
have  acquitted  me,  and  pronounced  the  sentence 
an  unjust  one.  I feel  that  this  is  the  case,  and,  on 
this  impression,  I have  been  influenced  to  resign. 
Nothing  has  occurred  to  change  the  opinion  long 
since  formed  ; then  why  should  I be  willing  to  step 
forward  to  relieve  the  navy  from  the  odium  which 
it  brought  on  itself  by  the  sentence  of  a court, 
formed  by  thirteen  of  its  most  distinguished  mem- 
bers ? Have  they,  collectively  or  individually, 
made  any  public  atonement  for  the  injury  they  did 
me,  by  a sentence  which  has  been  pronounced  by 
the  nation  unjust?  Had  the  administration,  by 
whose  persecution,  before  and  after  my  trial,  I was 
driven  from  the  service,  done  any  thing  to  soothe 
my  feelings,  and  to  encourage  me  to  relieve  it  from 
the  disgrace  ? Nothing  ! I underwent  the  punish- 
ment to  which  I was  sentenced  withe ut  complain- 
ing; but  I am  not  willing  to  belong  again  to  a 
corps  which  makes  it  punishable  to  show  ‘an  anx- 
ious disposition  to  maintain  the  honor  and  advance 
the  interests  of  the  nation  and  service.’ 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  much  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed,)  DAVID  PORTER. 

“Hon.  J.  Ii.  Paulding,  secretary  of  the  navy.” 

Of  the  thirteen  officers  who  composed  the  court, 
seven  are  dead.  Of  those  who  are  still  living,  one 
I believe  to  be  my  friend  ; one  I know  to  be  my 
friend  ; of  two  I have  never  had  cause  to  doubt  their 
friendship;  tw'o  have  never  given  any  evidence  oi 
their  friendship  for  me  ; and  one  I believe  to  be  my 
enemy. 

As  the  author  of  the  article  alluded  to  is,  I be- 
lieve, one  of  the  members  of  the  court  who  passed 
sentence  of  punishment  on  me,  I leave  the  public 
to  determine,  after  what  has  come  before  it,  whe- 
ther the  publication,  which  drew  from  me  this 
article,  is  deserving  of  any  thing  from  me  but  con- 
tempt. 

I am,  w'ith  great  respect, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 

Georgetown,  February  3,  1839. 

Extract — charge  first. 

“Disobedience  of  ordeis,  and  conduct  unbe- 
coming an  officer. 

“Specification.  For  that  he,  the  said  David  Por- 
ter, being  in  command  of  the  naval  forces  ot  the 
United  Slates  in  the  West  India  seas,  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, &c.  did,  on  or  about  the  14th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  with  a part  of  said  naval 
force,  land  on  the  island  of  Porto  Rico,  in  the  do- 
minions of  his  Catholic  majesty,  the  king  of  Spain, 
then,  and  still  in  amity,  and  at  ppace  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  a forcible  and  hostile  manner,  and  in 
military  array,  and  did  then  and  there  commit  di- 
vers acts  of  hostility  against  the  subjects  and  pro- 
perty of  the  said  king  of  Spain,  in  contravention 
of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  in  violation  of  the  instructions 
from  the  government  of  the  United  States,  to  him 
the  said  David  Porter.” 

“After  having  carefully  and  maturely  weighed 
and  deliberated  upon  the  matter,  the  court  is  of  an 
opinion  that  the  specification  of  the  first  charge  is 
fully  proved,  and  does  adjudge  the  accused  guilty 
of  the  first  charge. 

“In  deciding  upon  the  first  charge,  and  the  spe- 
cification under  it,  the  court,  however,  feels  itself 
called  upon  to  ascribe  the  conduct  of  the  accused, 
which  is  deemed  censurable,  to  an  anxious  dispo- 
sition on  his  part  to  maintain  the  honor  and  advande 
the  interest  of  the  nation  and  service. 

“ The  court  does,  therefore,  sentence  and  adjudge 
the  said  captain  David  Porter  to  be  suspended  for 
the  term  of  six  months  from  the  date  hereof.” 

Members  of  the  court.  James  Barron,  pre- 
sident ; Thomas  Tingey,  James  Biddle,  Charles  G. 
Ridgely,  Robt.  Trail  Spence,  J.  W.  Downes,  J.  D. 
Henley,  J.  D.  Elliott,  Janies  Renshaw,  Thomas 
Brown,  Charles  C.  B.  Thompson,  Alexander  S. 
Wardsworth,  Geo.  W.  Rodgers.  Richard  S.  Coxe, 
judge  advocate. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION- 
ERS OF  THE  CANAL  FUND. 

From  the  Albany  Argus. 

This  report  was  made  to  the  assembly  on  the  3d 
of  January. 

The  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  commissioners  on 
the  30ih  September,  1837,  as  shown  by  the  annual  re- 
port of  last  year,  page  2,  amounted  to  S3, 413, 638  1)5 

Received  during  the  year  ending  30th 
Sept.  1838,  viz : 

Erie  and  Champlain  canal 
fund,  $2, 517, 169  86 

Oswego  canal  fund,  76,218  07 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  31,840  28 
Chemung  canal,  33,318  15 

Crooked  Lake  canal  11,060  07 

Chenango  canal,  244,370  90 

Black  River  canal,  431,666  77 

Genesee  Valley  canal,  2,070,147  07 

5,454,801  07 


SS.868,440  02 

Paid  during  the  same  period,  viz  : 

Erie  and  Champlain  canal 
fund,  §2,120,321  33 

Oswego  canal  fund,  76,218  97 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  31,810  28 

Chemung  canal,  33,318  15 

Crooked  Lake  canal,  11,060  07 

Chenango  canal,  219,511  26 

Black  River  canal,  127,124  18 

Genesee  Valley  canal,  329,161  20 

$2,948,555  44 


Leaving  a balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
commissioners,  on  the  30th  Sept.  1833,  $5,919,884  58 

The  receipts  on  account  of  the  Erie  and  Cham- 
plain canal  fund,  lor  the  year,  amount  to 

$1,553,136  84 

Expenditures  for  the  year,  603,131  02 

Leaving  the  nett  revenue  of  the 

fund,  $950,005  82  . 

There  has  been  reedemed  of  the  debt  during  the 
year,  $351,023  15. 

Tite  Erie  and  Camplain  canal  stock  outstanding 
30th  Sept.  1833,  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Stock  of  1837,  $63,547  15 

Stock  of  1845,  2,191,287  50 


$2,259,831  65 

The  annual  interest  on  the  above  debt,  is 
$114,622  99. 

The  moneys  invested,  applicable  to  the  payment  of 
the  interest  and  extinction  of  the  principal  of  the  debt, 
are  as  follows,  viz  : 

Ann.  ini. 

Loaned  to  banks  at  5 per  ct.  $793  864  03  $39,693  20 
do  do  4j  do  261,513  05  11,763  03 

Invested  in  stocks  and  bonds 
at  5 per  cent,  433,469  25  24,423  46 

Temporary  loan  to  treasury 
at  6 per  cent,  1,159,836  18  69,590  17 


$2,703,632  51  $145,474  91 

The  above  investments  do  not  include  the  sums  ad- 
vanced to  the  treasury  or  the  sums  standing  to  the  cre- 
dits of  die  commissioners  in  the  Mechanics’  and  Far- 
mers’ and  the  New  York  State  banks,  amounting  to- 
gether to  $948,561  14. 

Tlie  preceding  statement  shows  that  the  capital  in- 
vested for  the  payment  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  ca- 
nal debt  exceeds  the  amount  of  outstanding  stocks  of 
1337  and  1845,  by  the  sum  of  $443,847  86,  and  that  the 
annual  interest  on  the  investment  exceeds  the  amount 
of  interest  payable  on  the  canal  debt,  by  the  sum  of 
$30,852  (71. 

The  report  gives  a statement  of  the  sums  received 
lor  interest  on  deposites  and  investments  of  the  sur- 
plus moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  canal  fund  from  1826  to  1833,  which  shows  that 
the  canal  fund  has  been  increased  from  this  source 
one  million  one  hundred  and,  ninety  nine  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  nine  dollars. 

The  actual  amount  of  revenue  and  expenditures  of 
the  lateral  canals  for  the  fiscal  year,  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Expenditures.  Revenue.  Deficiencies. 
Oswego  canal,  $76,213  97  $21,753  27  $54,460  70 
Cayuga&Senecado.31,840  23  16,322  66  15,517  62 

Chemung  canal,  33,318  15  3,485  04  29,833  11 

Crooked  Lake  canal,  11,060  07  1,022  52  10,037  65 

Chenango  canal,  134,937  88  15,676  27  119,311  61 


$287,425  35  $53,264  76  $229, 160  59 
Add  revenue  to  deficiency,  58,264  76 


Equal  to  expenditure,  $237,425  35 

The  revenues  derived  immediately  from  the  canals, 
during  the  fiscal  year,  and  the  expenses  of  their  main- 
tenance, are  as  follows,  viz; 

Revenue  from  tolls.  JJgfek 

Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  $1,415,279  79  , 

Oswego  canal,  24,373  14 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  18,040  43 

Chemung  canal,  4,707  16 

Crooked  Lake  canal,  1.834  77 

Chenango  canal,  17,317  07 

$1,481,602  41 


Expenditures  for  repairs  and  the  collection  of  tolls. 
Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  $513,279  99 

Oswego  canal,  58,2 13  64 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  21,616  35 

Chemung  canal,  18,710  27 

Crooked  Lake  canal,  5,922  32 

Chenango  canal,  21,911  75 

. — —$639,714  32 


Surplus  of  the  revenues  of  the  cana's  from 
tolls  over  and  above  the  cost  of  their 
maintenance,  841,888  09 

If  the  interest  paid  during  the  last  year  on 
the  debtor' the  lateral  canals  which  are; 
finished,  be  deducted,  170,000  00 

It  leaves  a surplus  of 


$671,888  09 


STATISTICS  OF  PITTSBURG. 

The  following  statistics  of  the  flourishing  city  of 
Pittsburg,  are  copied  from  Harris’  Intelligencer: 
With  the  enlargement  of  our  paper  we  commence 
to  give  a brief  account  of  the  population,  business, 
and  various  manufacturing  and  other  establishments 
of  Pittsburg  and  vicinity.  In  our  remarks  we  will 
include  our  very  flourishing  neighbor,  the  beautiful 
town  of  Allegheny,  separated  from  ns  only  by  the 
river,  over  which  we  have  now  two  bridges,  an  aque- 
duct, and  another  bridge  in  course  of  construction. 
We  will  also  include  the  twelve  or  thirteen  towns  and 
villages  which  are  clustered  around  Pittsburg,  and 
embraced  within  a compass  of  five  miles.  The  vole 
given  in  this  space,  at  the  general  election  in  October 
last,  wasabout  5,700.  Calculating, as  is  usually  done, 
ten  souls  for  every  voter,  the  population  would  be 
57,000  ; we  presume,  however,  that  55,000  would 
be  a fair  estimate. 

Allegheny  town  alone  has  a population  of  near 
10.000,  and  is  rapidly  increasing.  Business,  all  over 
the  United  States,  lor  the  last  two  years,  has  been 
rather  stationary,  from  the  general  suspension  by  the 
banks  and  the  derangement  of  the  currency,  and  the 
consequent  drawback  upon  our  trade  and  commerce. 
But  notwithstanding  this,  our  city  lias  steadily  ad- 
vanced in  population,  a large  number  of  buildings 
has  been  erected,  and  now  every  house  is  filled. 
Not  a failure  of  any  considerable  importance  has  fa 
ken  place;  our  merchants,  manufacturers,  mechan- 
ics, and  men  of  business  generally,  are  in  the  best 
heart  and  condition;  our  debts  abroad,  have  general- 
ly been  paid  ; the  credit  of  Pittsburg,  at  home  and 
over  the  world,  stands  deservedly  high  ; arid  her  en- 
ergies, resources  and  enterprize  are  about  opening 
to  her  a great  increase  of  business,  to  keep  pace 
with  the  immense  extension  of  business  and  popula- 
tion of  the  vast  valleys  of  (he  Ohio,  Mississippi,  and 
Missouri  rivers,  and  their  numerous  tributaries.  II 
we  mistake  not,  the  year  1839  will  find  Pittsburg 
doing  a larger  arid  a better  general  business  than  she 
has  ever  yet  done.  Her  merchants,  manufacturers, 
and  mechanics,  are  prudent  and  untiring  in  their  in- 
dustry and  enterprize,  and  every  possfole  prepara- 
tion is  making  to  meet  the  general  revival  of  trade. 

The  annual  business  of  Pittsburgh  has  been  fairly 
estimated  at  about  $31,590,750 — which  may  be  di- 
vided as  follows  : 

Pittsburgh  manufactures,  $11,606,350 

Mercantile  sales,  13,100,000 

Commission  business,  5,875,000 

Coal  trade  * 1,000,000 

There  are  five  banks,  with  a capital  of  about 
$1,500,000;  3 insurance  offices,  and  one  or  two 
agencies  ; 3 exchange  offices  ; extensive  water  and 
gas  works  to  supply  the  city  with  water  and  gas 
light;  3 post  offices,  viz.  city,  Allegheny  and  East 
Liberty  ; 4 sets  of  city  and  borough  officers,  viz. 
mayor,  select  and  common  council,  and  subordinate 
officers,  for  Pittsburgh  ; Burgess,  town  council,  &c. 
for  Allegheny,  Birmingham,  and  Lawrenceville  re- 
spectively. A United  States  custom  house  ; United 
States  arsenal  at  Lawrenceville,  that  cost  about 
$300,000,  and  has  generally  from  50,000  to  80,000 
stand  of  small  arms,  and  is  likewise  supplied  with  a 
large  number  of  heavy  and  field  cannon,  and  a cor- 
responding quantity  of  ammunition  and  equipments. 
Board  of  trade  and  reading  rooms,  receiving  weekly 
upwards  of  50  of  the  best  papers  in  the  United 
Slates  ; merchants  and  strangers  can  at  all  times 
visit  it  on  being  introduced  by  one  of  (he  members. 

Of  newspapers,  13  are  published  ; 2 daily  and  11 
weekly — 1 German,  3 religious,  1 counterfeit  detec- 
tor, 1 mercantile,  1 literary,  and  6 business  and  po- 
litical journals.  Several  libraries  and  literary  socie- 
ties ; an  institute  of  the  ar!s  and  sciences  ; 2 theolo- 
gical seminaries;  1 university  and  a large  number  of 
seminaries  and  public  an  I private  schools.  About 
50  clergymen  of  various  denominations,  and  about 


* W 1 estimated  the  value  of  the  coal  trade,  in  1837, 
at  $565,200;  since  then  it  has  greatly  increased. 
Mr.  Riddle,  of-the  Advocate,  estimated  it  at  a mil- 
lion, which  we  think  is  correct  or  nearly  so. 


as  many  churches  and  sabbath  schools ; 1 western 
foreign  missionary  society,  6 bible  societies,  and  a 
number  of  ladies’ and  gentlemen’s  humane  and  be- 
nevolent societies.  About  56  physicians  and  den- 
tists. Five  different  courts  are  held  in  Pittsburgh: — 
United  States,  supreme,  district,  common  pleas,  and 
mayor’s.  .Law  officers — 3 judges,  2 associates,  1 re- 
corder, 1 sherilf,  1 United  States  marshal,  and  under 
officers,  and  about  60  altornies  at  law.  Nine  fire 
companies,  and  10  volunteer  companies  all  well  or- 
ganized and  handsomely  equipped.  Four  steamboat 
offices,  and  about  62  steamboals,  ownsd  either  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  our  commission  and  other  mer- 
chants, who  are  generally  agents.  Ten  canal  and 
railroad  lines,  four  canal  packet  offices,  80  canal  and 
packet  boats,  between  Pittsburgh  and  Johnstown,  4 
mail  stage  offices  with  9 stages' going  out  and  com- 
ing in  daily,  8 turnpike  roads,  4 bridges,  finished  and 
unfinished,  and  1 aqueduct. 

The  following  will  show  pretty  correctly  the  busi- 
ness department : 

Wholesale  merchants.  Forty-six  grocers,  23  com- 
mission merchants,  most  of  whom  are  also  grocers, 
or  receive  all  kinds  of  goods  on  consignment;  21 
dry  goods,  6 hardware,  5 variety,  cotnb,  and  fancy; 
3 queensware,  13  shoe  and  boot,  most  of  whom  keep 
bonnets  and  chip  hats,  1 bonnet  and  hat,  12  hat,  9 
leather,  17  drug,  (almost  all  of  which  retail,)  2 ex- 
tensive auctioneers,  4 paper  warehouses,  3 looking- 
glass  dealers. 

Manufactories.  Nine  iron  and  nails,  2 shovels  and 
spade,  10  iron  foundaries,  10  steam  engine  manufac- 
tories, 6 cotton,  8 white  lead,  1 platform  scale,  1 pa- 
tent asbestos  chest,  3 plough,  6 wagon,  3 coach,  3 
engravers,  4 French  burr  millstone  factories,  11 
steam  saw  mills,  1 gold  leaf  factory,  1 sash  factory, 
5 breweries,  2 oil  mills,  5 steam  flour  mills,  1 card- 
ing machine  factory,  4 rope  walks,  1 chemical  fac- 
tory, 3 steam  planing  machines,  1 saddle  tree  facto- 
ry, 1 hat  body  factory  ; and  about  374  mechanical 
establishments  of  various  kinds.  There  are  also 
about  9 hotels,  40  taverns,  80  boarding  houses. 

We  might  add,  in  conclusion,  that  in  addition  to 
the4goods  brought  to  and  taken  from  Pittsburgh  an- 
nually, by  the  canal  and  rivers,  there  are  about  6,000 
loaded  wagons  arrived  from  the  eastern  cities,  and 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  it  may  be  fairly 
computed  they  bring  in  and  take  out  about  3000  lbs. 
on  an  average — making  36,000,000  lbs. 

CHINESE  MUSEUM. 

We  abridge  from  Silliman’s  Journal  the  account 
of  a curious  exhibition  which  has  just  been  opened 
in  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Nathan  Dunn,  of  that  city, 
engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  business  at  Canton, 
has  been  in  the  habit  fora  long  time  past  of  trans- 
mitting to  this  country  every  thing  characteristic  or 
rare,  either  in  the  natural  history  or  the  natural  and 
artificial  curiosities  and  manufactures  of  the  Chi- 
nese. Having  conducted  himself  in  such  a way  as 
to  secure  the  confidence  of  the  people,  he  was  en- 
abled to  obtain  favors  not  usually  granted  to  stran- 
gers. One  after  another  he  has  procured,  either  by 
purchase  or  as  presents,  many  costly  articles,  which 
are  said  to  be  entire  novelties  even  to  those  who 
have  resided  in  China.  The  collection,  comprising 
upwards  of  three  hundred  casus,  has  been  arranged 
in  the  form  of  a museum.  The  following  are  the 
principal  groups  : 

“ The  entrance  saloon  forms  a vestibule  of  China, 
through  which  the  visiter  passes  to  the  great  saloon, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  in  length,  by  sixty-three 
in  width,  and  twenty-four  feet  in  height,  with  a 
double  colonnade;  to  the  right  and  left  of  which 
are  the  numerous  cases  containing  specimens  of  all 
that  is  rare,  curious,  or  common,  to  be  procured  in 
the  celestial  empire.  This  scene  as  is  common 
among  the  wealthy  Chinese,  in  partitioning  off  a 
very  large  saloon  from  the  remainder  of  the  great 
ground  floor  of  their  houses.  It  is  richly  gilt,  and 
ornamented  with  Chinese  paintings  on  silk,  inserted 
in  the  pannels,  and  is  mounted  above  with  small 
guilt  apertures ; in  these  latter  are  inserted  paint- 
ings ot  boats  and  gorgeous  flowers.” 

In  this  room  are  contained  accurate  and  charac- 
teristic whole  size  Chinese  figures  of  various  rank, 
from  the  mandarins  to  the  cooleys,  from  women  of 
distinction  to  those  sculling  their  boats  on  the  ri- 
vers. These  are  in  number  seventy  or  eighty, 
and  were  made  by  a very  experienced  artist  in  this 
line,  from  living  subjects.  The  material  of  the 
faces  and  hands  is  a prepared  substance,  so  well 
adapted  to  the  operation  of  moulding  as  to  take  the 
impression  perfectly  and  retain  it  permanently. 

“ The  effect  of  this  department,”  says  the  descrip- 
tion, “is  to  exhibit  the  inhabitants  of  China  as  they 
really  exist.  Great  care  was  taken  in  procuring  the 
likenesses,  and  about  three  years  of  the  time  of  the 
proprietor  were  occupied  in  bringing  them  to  per- 
fection.” ^ 

There  are  here  also  articles  in  common  use  for 
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domestic  purposes,  to  ornament  grounds,  fish  ponds, 
&c.,  or  used  as  flowerpots,  stands, vases,  seats,  &c., 
differing  materially  from  any  that  have  ever  been 
exported.  Several  thousand  pieces  of  fine  China 
may  be  seen,  including  the  thin  egg-shell  cup  with 
its  lettered  inscriptions,  octagon  pipe-stands,  three 
or  four  feet  in  height,  inscribed  landmarks,  tile 
work,  screens,  &c.,  in  very-  numerous  patterns,  af- 
fording us  “ barbarians,”  new  ideas  on  the  subject 
of  their  manufactures,  and  probably  news  patterns 
for  our  artists. 

In  .addition  to  these  are  numerous  peculiar  models 
of  boats,  bridges,  summer-houses,  furniture,  books, 
besides  various  specimens  in  the  department  of  natu- 
ral history.  Of  the  paintings,  representing  Chinese 
life  in  detail,  it  is  said  the  portraits  will  astonish 
those  who  have  seen  only  the  paltry  daubs  usually 
brought  as  specimens  of  art  in  that  nation.  There 
is  one  portrait  of  the  high  priests  ill  the  Honan  tem- 
ple, and  others  of  distinguished  men  well  known  in 
Canton,  worked  with  the  minuteness  of  miniature 
painting. 

Agricultural  and  other  instruments.  “ We  no- 
tice,” says  the  Journal,  “among  the  agricultural 
instruments,  the  very  crude  plough,  that  is  drawn  by 
the  buffalo  with  his  simple  yoke  and  rope  traces ; the 
harrow,  differing  from  that  of  our  country,  is  one  of 
the  accompaniments.  There  are  forks,  rakes,  hoes, 
axes,  shovels,  spades  of  wood  faced  with  iron  for  the 
sake  of  economy,  &c. ; a complete  set  of  carpen- 
penter’s  and  joiner’s,  or  cabinet  maker’s  tools  ; of 
the  superiority  of  these  over  our  own  we  cannot  say 
much.  There  is  a native  shoemaker’s  shop  com- 
plete; a blacksmith’s  anvil,  his  curious  bellows,  &c. 
comprising  the  complete  accoutrements  of  the  tra- 
velling smith;  the  entire  shop  of  the  ambulatory 
barber,  his  clumsy,  short  razor,  cases,  &e.  The 
musical  instruments  of  the  Chinese  also  figure  in 
full  among  the  curiosities.  Castings  of  iron  of  very 
great  beauty,  consisting  of  pots,  kettles,  and  other 
cooking  utensils  of  universal  use,  and  which,  unlike 
our  own  of  the  same  metal,  may  be  mended  at  plea- 
sure as  easily  as  our  own  tin  vessels. 

Here  i3  a study  of  Chinese  manufactures  perfectly 
novel  to  any  American,  who  will  be  suprised  to  find 
that  the  most  simple  operation  which  he  has  been 
taught  to  believe  can  be  performed  only  by  an  in- 
strument of  a certain  form,  is  equally  well  execu- 
ted fey  another  of  a totally  different  figure;  the  flat 
iron,  lor  instance,  is  more  like  our  chafing  dish  than 
what  we  employ  for  smoothing  linen.  We  are 
amused  to  see  the  New  England  patent  mouse-trap 
that  has  been  used  in  China  for  ages.  There  are 
gongs,  bells,  metallic  mirrors,  and  articles  under  this 
head  which  nothing  short  of  a most  copious  descrip- 
tive catalogue  would  embrace.” 

‘'A  Chinese  room.  At  the  east  end,  faced  by  a 
very  superb  alcove  brought  from  China,  is  a Chi- 
nese room.  The  alcove  itself  consists  of  wood 
deeply  carved  out  of  solid  blocks;  the  carving  re- 
presen's  figures  of  men,  animals,  birds,  flowers,  Sic. 
The  cutting  penetrates  through  the  whole  of  each 
piece,  and  forms  a net  work,  the  front  being  painted 
and  gdt  in  the  Asiatic  taste,  with  the  rich  colors  for 
which  the  nation  is  so  celebrated.  The  screen  is  a 
fac  simile  of  those  put  up  in  the  houses  of  the  weal- 
thy, to  form  an  ante-room  in  their  large  establish- 
ments. This  vestibule  will  be  decorated  with  fur- 
niture, such  as  chairs,  tables,  stands,  stools,  vases, 
maxims,  scrolls,  &c.,  and  in  every  respect  will  re- 
present a room  as  actually  occupied  by  the  rich. 
Jhis  screen  work  extends  over  the  tops  oftthe  cases 
■the  entire  length  of  the  north  side  of  the  room,  and 
jts  effect  is  extremely  gorgeous,  reminding  one  of 
the  representations  made  in  old  illuminated  manu- 
scripts, before  the  invention  of  printing  in  Eu- 
rope.-” 

The  design  of  the  whole  exhibition  is  to  present 
,a  faithful  defifleatjop  of  the  peculiar  mode  of  life  of 
.a  wonderful  and  unchanging  people. 


HON,  JOHN  C.  CALHOUN. 

From  the  Raleigh  (If.  C ) Standard. 

At  a meeting  ot  the  democratic  republican  mem- 
bers of  the  general  assembly  of  Noith  Carolina, 
favorable  to  the  present  administration  of  the  gen- 
eral government,  held  on  the  2d  January,  1339,  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted,  to  wit : 

liegolvpd,  That  the  fearless,  disinterested,  and  patri- 
otic course  of  the  hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  in  the  senate 
of  the  United  Stales,  upon  the  great  measure  of  sepa- 
rating the  general  government  from  banks  and  bank 
influence,  commands  our  admiration  and  confidence. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  and  other  officers  of 
jthis  meeting  are  directed  to  confirm nicate  to  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, the  sentiments  of  this  meeting  towards  him,  in 
/in y terms,  which  are  becoming  to  freemen  in  express- 
ing tfiniF  approbation  of  a public  servant, 

A true  copy  ; 

* W-  N.  EDWARDS,  chairman, 


M.  Hoke, 

JVL  A.  Wilcox, 


secretaries 


Raleigh,  January  8,  1839. 

To  the  hon.  John  C.  Calhoun  : 

Sm:  As  a committee  of  “the  democratic  re- 
publican members  of  the  general  assembly  of  North 
Carolina  favorable  to  the  present  administration  of 
the  general  government,”  we  have  the  honor  to 
forward  to  you  certain  resolutions  adopted  at  their 
meeting  on  the  2d  instant. 

In  executing  the  duty  assigned  us,  we  believe 
we  cannot  so  well  accomplish  the  object  of  our  ap- 
pointment as  by  inviting  your  attention  to  the  reso- 
lutions themselves,  and  adding  our  own  testimony, 
individually,  to  the  sincerity  of  .the  sentiments  they 
contain.  There  is  no  measure  to  which  the  demo- 
cratic members  of  the  general  assembly  look  with 
more  intense  interest,  or  a more  earnest  desire  for 
its  success,  than  “ the  great  measure  of  separating 
the  general  government  from  banks  and  hank  in- 
fluence ;”  and  we  are  sure  we  speak  tiuly  their 
sentiments,  when  we  say  they  greet  you  as  a fear- 
less, disinterested  and  patriotic  adjunct  in  that  good 
work. 

For  the  assurance  of  the  pleasure  we  take  in  be- 
ing the  organ  of  this  communication,  we  beg  leave 
to  add  the  high  and  respectful  consideration  with 
which  we  are 

Your  obedient  servants, 

W.  N.  EDWARDS,  chairman. 

M.  Hoke,  ) , . 

M.  A.  Wilcox,  ) secreianes- 

Washington,  24 th  January,  1S39. 

Gentlemen  : I have  been  honored  by  your  com- 
munication, covering-  a resolution  adopted  by  the 
republican  members  of  the  legislature  of  North 
Carolina,  approving  my  course  on  the  great  mea- 
sure of  separating  the  government  and  the  banks. 

That  tny  conduct,  in  so  important  and  trying  a 
juncture  of  my  life,  should  receive  such  distin- 
guished notice  from  a quarter  so  respectable,  is  a 
source  of  high  gratification,  which  I shall  not  soon 
forget. 

I do  not  deem  it  necessary,  on  this  occasion,  to 
renew  the  discussion  in  favor  of  the  great  measure 
to  which  the  resolution  relates.  It  has  already  been 
amply  vindicated,  under  every  aspect,  moral  and 
political,  by  arguments  unanswered,  and,  I might 
add,  unanswerable.  But  permit  me  to  say,  that  it 
would  be  a fatal  delusion  to  suppose  that  any  force 
of  reason  could  terminate,  at  once,  a contest  in- 
volving so  many  and  such  vast  interests,  ramified 
through  the  entire  body  politic.  So  far  from  being 
terminated,  the  contest  lias  only  fairly  commenced. 
The  connection  between  the  government  and  the 
banks,  instead  of  being  dissolved,  is  almost  in  as 
full  force,  as  before  the  late  suspension  of  specie 
payment.  That  event,  as  is  well  known,  was  fol- 
lowed by  a suspension  of  the  connection  between 
the  government  and  the  banks,  through  the  opera- 
tion of  laws  that  forbade  the  receiving  of  the  notes 
of  any  but  specie  paying  banks,  or  to  use  any  other 
as  the  depository  of  the  public  money.  The  strug- 
gle during. the  extra  and  late  sessions,  was  to  make 
this  forced  suspension,  originating  in  the  act  of  the 
banks  themselves,  permanent,  and  to  substitute  in 
■the  place  of  banks,  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  go- 
vernment, the  independent  and  constitutional  trea- 
sury. In  this  great  objpet  we  failed  ; and  the  sub- 
sequent restoration  of  specie  payment  again  revi- 
ved the  connection,  which  the  suspension  had  su- 
perseded during  the  period  of-its  continuance.  It 
is  thus  that  the  state  of  things,  as  they  existed  prior 
to  the  late  suspension,  and  which  led  to  it,  is  again 
revived,  to  be-  continued  till  another  suspension  fol- 
lows, unless,  indeed,  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of 
Ihe  community  shall,  in  the  mean  time,  terminate 
a connection  which  has  proved,  and  ever  will  prove, 
a curse  to  all  concerned,  banks,  government,  and 
people. 

It  thus  appears  that,  as  yet,  nothing  beyond  the 
argument  and  the  intelligence  which  it  has  so  wide- 
ly diffused  among  the  people  in  relation  to  this  vi- 
tal subject,  has  been  accomplished.  We  have  not 
carried  a single  measure.  Our  opponents  have 
voted  down  all  our  measures,  by  small  majorities; 
nor  has  the  system  lor  which  we  contend  been,  as 
yet,  in  operation.  It  is  true  that  a temporary  and 
partial  suspension  of  the  connection  between  the 
government  and  the  banks  followed  the  late  sus- 
pension of  specie  payment,  as  has  been  stated.  I 
say  partial,  as  well  as  temporary;  for  instead  ol 
collecting  the  revenue  in  the  constitutional  curren- 
cy during  that  period,  the  government  was  forced 
to  suspend  the  collection  almost  entirely,  and  in- 
stead of  paying  its  debts  in  the  same,  it  was  forced 
to  substitute  irredeemable  bank  notes  in  its  pay- 
ments, to  a large  amount,  or  suspend  payments  al- 
together. And  yet,  in  the  face  of  all  these  facts, 
our  opponents,  who  have  defeated  our  measures, 
and  who  boast  of  that  defeat  and  triumph  in  the 
death  of  the  sub-treasury,  as  they  call  it,  regardless 


of  every  principle  of  justice  or  fairness,  attempt  to 
hold  us  responsible  for  the  present  state  of  things* 
which,  by  their  votes,  they  have  forced  on  us, 
against  our  most  strenuous  exertions.  The  attempt 
will  be  in  vain.  'On  them,  and  not  on  us,  the  re- 
sponsibility rests.  Ttieir  system,  not  ,ours,  the 
system  of  bank  connection,  and  not  the  constitu- 
tional treasury,  has  prevailed.  It  is  now  in  force, 
and  has  been  in  force  almost  from  the  beginning  of 
the  government,  and  to  which,  of  course,  on  every 
principle  of  justice,  equity  and  fairness,  all  our  fi- 
nancial and  pecuniary  disorders,  past,  present,  and 
to  come,  so  long  as  it  continues,  must  be  charged, 
and  not  to  ours,  which  neither  is,  or  ever  has  been 
iniorce,  except  for  a short  period,  when  the  govern- 
ment went  first  into  operation.  It  is,  indeed,  a 
fearful  responsibility  ; not  so  much  as  to  the  past 
and  present,  as  the  future.  Who  is  there  so  blind 
as  not  to  see  the  fearful  expansion  of  the  banking 
system  at  this  time?  The  tendency  of  the  times  is 
to  convert  alt  property  into  credits,  and  ail  credits, 
through  the  agency  of  banks,  into  currency  ; and  can 
there  be  any  so  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  currency, 
and  the  limits  beyond  which  it  cannot  with  safety 
go,  as  r.ot  to  see  the  consequence?  The  system 
cannot  go  on  ; it  must  come  to  an  end."  An  explo- 
sion, greater  and  more  calamitous,  must  follow; 
and  when  it  comes,  let  not  those  who  have  defeated 
the  constitutional  treasury,  and  thereby  restored  Ihe 
fatal  connection  between  the  government  and  banks, 
shrink  fiom  the  responsibility,  and  charge  the  con- 
sequence of  their  own  acts  on  us. 

In  the  mean  time,  our  cours'e  is  clear.  Let  us 
stand  fast  on  the  impregnable  ground  we  now  oc- 
cupy, strenuously  and  perseveringly  contending  for 
an  entire  and  complete  divorce,  and  resisting  all 
temporary  expedients,  or  half-way  measures.  The 
effects  of  all  such  are  but  to  perplex  and  confound 
our  friends,  and  to  assume  the  fearful  responsibility, 
now  resting  on  our  opponents,  without  retarding 
or  weakening  the  approaching  catastrophe.  We 
must  wait  the  progress  of  truth,  and  the  match  of 
events,  till  the  time  arrives,  when  the  great  mea- 
sure, for  which  we  contend,  shall  gain  the  complete 
ascendancy,  as  it  most  assuredly  will,  if  we,  by  our 
firmness  and  fidelity,  shall  prove  ourselves  worthy 
of  such  a cause.  To  this,  let  us  add  a spirit  of 
kindness  and  forbearance  towards  friends  who  have 
separated  from  us  on  this  great  measure.  When  a 
question  so  novel  and  complex  is  first  agitated,  it 
is  not  to  be  expected  that  all,  who  agree  in  general 
principles,  shall  at  once  come  to  the  same  conclu- 
sion. Much  must  be  allowed  in  such  cases  to  the 
diversity  of  the  human  intellect,  and  the  different 
aspects  under  which  great  and  complex  questions 
are  almost  necessarily  viewed.  But,  where  the 
principles  are  the  same,  time  and  experience  will 
almost  certainly  bring  together  those  whom  reason 
alone,  without  their  aid,  could  not  prevent  from 
separating;  and  such,  I feel  confident,  will  be  the 
case  in  the  present  instance,  if  we  act  with  for- 
bearance and  kindness  towards  those  who,  on  the 
present,  occasion,  have  separated  from  us. 

With  great  respect, 

I am,  Sic.  Sic. 

JOHN  C.  CALHOUN. 

W.  N.  Edwards,  esq.  chairman  ; M.  Hoke,  and  M. 

A.  Wilcox,  esqrs.  secretaries. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CLAY, 

On  the  subject  of  abolition  petitions. 

Senate,  Thursday,  February  7,  1839. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kenlucky,  rose  to  present  a peti- 
tion, and  said:  I have  received,  Mr.  President,  a 
petition  to  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States,  which  I wish  to  present  to 
the  senate.  It  is  signed  by  several  hundred  inhabi- 
tants of  Ihe  District  of  Columbia,  and  chiefly  of 
the  city  of  Washington.  Among  them  I recognize 
the  name  of  the  highly  esteemed  mayor  of  the  city, 
and  other  respectable  names,  some  of  which  are 
personalty  and  well  known  to  me.  They  express 
their  regret  that  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery  within  the  district  of  Columbia  continues 
to  be  pressed  upon  the  consideration  of  congress 
by  inconsiderate  and  misguided  individuals  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  States.  They  state  that  they 
do  not  desire  the  abolition  of  slavery  within  the 
district,  even  if  congress  possess  the  very  ques- 
tionable power  of  abolishing  it,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  people  whose  interests  would  be  imme- 
diately and  directly  affected  by  the  measure  ; that 
it  is  a question  solely  between  the  people  of  the 
district  and  their  only  conslitutional  legislature, 
purely  municipal,  and  one  in  which  no  exterior 
influence  or  interest  can  justly  interfere  ; that,  if 
at  any  future  period  the  people  of  this  district 
should  desire  the  abolition  of  slavery  within  it, 
they  will  doubtless  make  their  wishes  known,  when 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  take  the  matter  into  con- 
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sidcration;  that  they  do  not,  on  this  occasion,  pre- 
sent themselves  to  congress  because  they  are 
slave-holders — many  of  them  are  not — someofthem 
are  conscientiously  opposed  to  slavery — but  they 
appear  because  they  justly  respect  the  rights  of 
those  who  own  that  description  of  property,  and 
because  they  entertain  a deep  conviction  that  the 
continued  agitation  of  the  question  bj’  those  who 
have  no  right  to  interfere  with  it,  has  an  injurious 
influence  on  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  com- 
munity, and  upon  the  well-being  and  happiness  of 
those  who  are  held  in  subjection  ; they  finally  pro- 
test as  well  against  the  unauthorized  intervention 
of  which  they  complain,  as  against  any  legislation 
on  the  part  of  congress  in  compliance  therewith. 
But,  as  1 wish  these  respectable  petitioners  to  be 
themselves  heard,  I request  that  their  petition  may 
be  read.  [It  was  read  accordingly,  and  Mr.  Clay- 
proceeded.]  1 am  informed  by  the  committee 
which  requested  me  to  offer  this  petition,  and  be- 
lieve, that  it  expresses  the  almost  unanimous  senti- 
ments of  the. people  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  performance  of  this  service  affords  me,  said 
Mr.  C.,  a legitimate  opportunity,  of  which,  with 
the  permission  of  the  senate,  I mean  now  to  avail 
myself,  to  say  something,  not  only  on  the  particu- 
lar objects  of  the  petilion,  but  upon  the  great  and 
interesting  subject  with  which  it  is  intimately  as- 
sociated. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  senate,  said  Mr.  Clay, 
that  I have  thought  that  the  most  judicious  course 
with  abolition  petitions  has  not  been  of  late  pur- 
sued by  congress.  I have  believed  that  it  would 
have  been  wisest  to  have  received  and  referred 
them,  without  opposition,  and  to  have  reported 
against  their  object  in  a calm  and  dispassionate  and 
argumentative  appeal  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
whole  community.  It  has  been  supposed,  how- 
ever, by  a majority  of  congress,  that  it  was  most 
expedient  either  not  to  receive  the  petitions  at  all, 
or,  if  formally  received,  not  to  act  definitively  upon 
them.  There  is  no  substantial  difference  between 
these  opposite  opinions,  since  both  look  to  an  ab- 
solute lejection  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 
But  there  is  a great  difference  in  the  form  of  pro- 
ceeding ; and,  Mr.  President,  some  experience  in 
the  conduct  of  human  affairs  has  taught  me  to  be- 
lieve that  a neglect  to  observe  established  forms  is 
often  attended  with  more  mischievous  consequen- 
ces than  the  infliction  of  a positive  injury.  We  all 
know  that,  even  in  private  life,  a violation  of  the 
existing  usages  and  ceremonies  of  society  cannot 
take  place  without  serious  prejudice,  f fear,  sir, 
that  the  abolitionists  have  acquired  a considerable 
apparent  force  by  blending  with  the  object  which 
they  have  in  view  a collateral  and  totally  different 
question  arising  out  of  an  alleged  violation  of  the 
right  of  petition.  I know  full  well,  and  take  great 
pleasure  in  testifying,  that  nothing  was  remoter 
from  the  intention  of  the  majority  of  the  senate, 
from  which  1 differed,  than  to  violate  the  right  of 
petition  in  any  ease  in  which,  according  to  its 
judgment,  that  right  could  be  constitutionally  ex- 
ercised, or  where  the  object  of  the  petition  could 
be  safely  or  properly  granted.  Still,  it  must  be 
owned  that  the  abolitionists  have  seized  hold  of  the 
fact  of  the  treatment  which  their  petitions  have  re- 
ceived in  congress,  and  made  injurious  impressions 
upon  the  minds’ of  a large  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity. This,  I think,  might  have  been  avoided  by 
tiie  course  which  I should  have  been  glad  to  have 
seen  pursued. 

And  I desire  now,  Mr.  President,  to  advert  to 
some  of  those  topics  which  I think  might  have 
been  usefully  embodied  in  a report  by  a committee 
of  the  senate,  and  which,  I am  persuaded,  would 
have  checked  the  progress,  if  it  had  not  altogether 
arrested  the  efforts,  of  abolition.  1 am  sensible, 
sir,  that  this  work  would  have  been  accomplished 
with  much  greater  ability  and  with  much  happier 
effect,  under  the  auspices  of  a committee,  than  it 
can  be  by  me.  But,  anxious  as  I always  am  to 
contribute  whatever  is  in  my  power  to  the  harmony, 
concord,  and  happiness  of  this  great  people,  I feel 
inyself  irresistibly  impelled  to  do  whatever  is  in 
my  power,  incompetent  as  I feel  myself  to  be,  to 
dissuade  the  public  from  contiini  ng  to  agitate  a 
subject  fraught  with  the  most  diieful  consequences. 

There  are  tinea  classes  of  persons  opposed,  or 
apparently  opposed,  to  the  continued  existence  of 
slavery  in  the  United  States.  The  first  are  those 
who,  from  sentiments  of  philanthropy  and  humanity, 
are  conscientiously  opposed  to  tITe  existence  of 
slavery,  but  who  are  no  less  opposed,  at  the  same 
time,  to  any  disturbance  of  the  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity of  the  union,  or  the  infringement  of  the  powers 
of  the  states  composing  the  confederacy.  In  this 
class  may  be  comprehended  that  peaceful  and  ex- 
emplary society  of  “Friends,”  one  of  whose  es- 
tablished maxims  .is,  an  abhorence  of  war  in  all  its 
forms,  and  the  cultivation  of  peace  and  good-will 


amongst  mankind.  The  next  class  consists  of  ap- 
parent abolitionists — that  is,  those  who,  having 
been  persuaded  that  the  right  of  petition  lias  been 
violated  by  congress,  co-operate  with  the  abolition- 
ists for  the  sole  purpose  of  asserting  and  vindicating 
that  right.  And  the  third  class  are  the  real  ultra- 
abolitionists,  who  are  resolved  to  persevere  in  the 
pursuit  of  their  object  at  all  hazards,  and  without 
regard  to  any  consequences,  tiowever  calamitous 
they  may  be.  With  them  the  rights  of  property 
are  nothing;  the  deficiency  of  the  powers  of  the 
general  government  is  nothing;  the  acknowledged 
and  incontestable  powers  of  the  states  are  nothing; 
civil  war,  a dissolution  ot  the  union,  and  the  over- 
throw of  a government  in  which  are  concentrated 
the  fondest  hopes  of  the  civilized  world,  are.  nothing. 
A single  idea  lias  taken  possession  of  their  minds, 
and  onward  they  pursue  it,  overlooking  all  barriers, 
reckless  and  regardless  of  all  consequences.  With 
this  class,  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  in  the  territory  of  Florida, 
the  prohibition  of  the  removal  of  slaves  from  state 
to  stale,  and  the  refusal  to  admit  any  new  state, 
comprising  within  its  limits  the  institution  of  do- 
mestic slavery,  are  but  so  many  means  conducing 
to  the  accomplishment  of  the  ultimate  but  perilous 
end  at  which  tiiey  avowedly  and  boldly  aim  ; are 
but  so  many  short  stages  ill  the  long  and  bloody 
road  to  the  distant  goal  at  which  they  would  finally 
arrive.  Their  purpose  is  abolition,  universal  abo- 
lition, peaceably  if  it  can,  forcibly  if  it  must.  Their 
object  is  no  longer  concealed  by  the  thinest  veil  ; 
it  i3  avowed  and  proclaimed.  Utterly  destitute  of 
constitutional  or  other  rightful  power,  living  in 
totally  distinct  communities,  as  alien  to  the  commu- 
nities in  which  the  subject  on  which  they  would 
operate  resides,  so  far  as  concerns  political  power 
over  that  subject,  as  if  they  lived  in  Africa  or  Asia, 
they  nevertheless  promulgate  to  the  world  their 
purpose  to  be  to  manumit  forthwith,  and  without 
compensation,  and  without  moral  preparation,  three 
millions  of  negro  slaves,  under  jurisdictions  alto- 
gether separated  from  those  under  which  they  live. 
I have  said  that  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  territory  of  Flo- 
rida, amt  the  exclusion  of  new  states,  were  only 
means  towards  the  attainment  of  a much  more  im- 
portant end.  Unfortunately,  they  are  not  the 
only  means.  Another,  and  much  more  lamentable 
one  is  that  which  this  class  is  endeavoring  to  em- 
ploy, of  arraying  one  portion  against  another  por- 
tion of  the  union.  With  that  view,  in  all  their 
leading  prints  and  publications,  the  alleged  horrors 
of  slavery  are  depicted  in  the  most  glowing  and 
exaggerated  colors,  to  excite  the  imaginations  and 
stimulate  the  rage  of  the  people  in  the  free  states 
against  the  people  in  the  slave  states.  The  slave- 
holder is  held  up  and  represented  as  the  most  atro- 
cious of  human  beings.  Advertisements  of  fugi- 
tive slaves  and  of  slaves  to  be  sold,  are  carefully 
collected  and  blazoned  forth,  to  infuse  a spirit  of 
detestation  and  hatred  against  one  entire  and  the 
largest  section  of  the  union.  And  like  a notorious 
agitator  upon  another  theatre,  they  would  hunt 
down  and  proscribe  from  the  pale  of  civilized  so- 
ciety the  inhabitants  of  that  entire  section.  Allow 
me,  Mr.  President,  to  cay,  that  whilst  I recognize 
in  the  justly  wounded  feelings  of  the  minister  of 
the  United  States  at  the  court  of  St  James,  much 
to  excuse  the  notice  which  he  was  provoked  to 
take  of  that  agitator,  in  my  humble  opinion,  he 
would  better  have  consulted  the  dignity  of  his  sta- 
tion and  of  his  country  in  treating  him  with  con- 
temptuous silence.  He  would  exclude  us  from 
European  society — he  who  himself  can  only  obtain 
a contraband  admission,  and  is  received  with  scorn- 
ful repugnance  into  it!  If  he  be  no  more  desirous 
of  our  society  than  we  are  of  his,  he  may  rest  as- 
sured that  a state  of  eternal  non-intercourse  will 
exist  between  us.  Yes,  sir,  I think  the  American 
minister  would  have  best  pursued  the  dictates  of 
true  dignity  bv  regarding  the  language  of  the  mem- 
ber of  the  British  house  of  commons  as  the  malig- 
nant ravings  of  the  plunderer  of  his  own  country, 
and  the  libeller  of  a foreign  and  kindred  people. 

But  the  means  to  which  I have  already  adverted 
are  not  the  only  ones  which  this  third  class  of  ultra- 
abolitionists are  employing  to  effect  their  ultimate 
end.  They  began  their  operations  by  professing  to 
employ  only  persuasive  m»ans  in  appealing  to  the 
humanity,  and  enlightening  the  understandings,  of 
the  slaveholding  portion  of  the  union.  If  there  were 
some  kindness  in  this  avowed  motive,  it  must  be  ac- 
knowledged that  there  was  rather  a presumptuous 
display  also  of  an  assumed  superiority  in  intelligence 
and  knowledge.  For  some  time  they  continued  to 
make  these  appeals  to  our  duty  and  our  interest; 
but  impatient  with  the  slow  influence  of  their  logic 
upon  our  stupid  minds,  they  recently  resolved  to 
change  their  system  of  action.  To  the  agency  of 
their  powers  of  persuasion,  they  now  propose  to 


substitute  the  powers  of  the  ballot  box  ; ami  lie  must 
be  blind  to  what  is  passing  before  us,  who  does  not 
perceive  that  the  inevitable  tendency  of  their  pro- 
ceedings is,  if  these  should  be  found  insufficient,  to 
invoke,  finally,  the  more  potent  powers  of  the  bayo- 
net. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  at  this  alarming  stage  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  ultra-abolitionists  that  I would 
seriously  invite  every  considerate  man  in  the  coun- 
try solemnly  to  pause,  and  deliberately  to  reflect,  not 
merely  on  our  existing  posture,  but  upon  that  dread- 
ful precipice  down  which  they  would  hurry  us.  It 
is  because  these  ultra-abolitionists  have  ceased  to 
employ  the  instruments  of  reason  and  persuasion, 
have  made  their  cause  political,  and  have  appealed 
to  the  ballot  box,  that  I am  induced,  upon  this  occa- 
sion to  address  you. 

There  have  been  three  epochs  in  the  history  of 
our  country  at  which  the  spirit  of  abolition  displayed 
itself.  The  first  was  immediately  after  the  forma- 
tion of  the  present  federal  government.  When  the 
constitution  was  about  going  into  operation,  its 
powers  were  not  well  understood  by  the  community 
at  large,  and  remained  to  he  accurately  interpreted 
and  defined.  At  that  period  numerous  abolition 
societies  were  formed,  comprising  riot  merely  the 
society  of  Friends,  hut  many  other  good  men.  Pe- 
titions were  presented  to  congress,  praying  tor  the 
abolition  of  slavery.  Tiiey  were  received  without 
serious  opposition,  referred,  and  reported  upon  by  a 
committee.  The  report  stated  that  the  general  go- 
vernment had  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  as  it  ex- 
isted in  (he  several  states,  and  that  these  states  them- 
selves had  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  subject. 
The  report  was  generally  acquiesced  in,  and  satis- 
faction and  tranquillity  ensued  ; the  abolition  socie- 
ties thereafter  limiting  their  exertions,  in  respect  to 
the  black  population,  to  offices  of  humanity  withia 
the  scope  ol  existing  laws. 

The  next  period  when  the  subject  of  slavery,  and 
abolition  incidentally,  was  brought  into  notice  and 
discussion,  was  that  on  the  memorable  occasion  ot 
the  admission  of  the  state  of  Missouri  into  the  union. 
The  struggle  was  long,  strenuous,  and  fearful.  It 
is  too  recent  to  make  it  necessary  to  do  more  than 
merely  advert  to  it,  and  to  say,  that  it  was  finally 
composed  by  one  of  those  compromises  charactei  is- 
tic'of  our  institutions,  and  of  which  the  constitution 
itself  is  (he  most  signal  instance. 

The  third  is  that  in  which  we  now  find  ourselves. 
Various  causes,  Mr.  President,  have  contributed  to 
produce  the  existing  excitement  on  the  subject  of 
abolition.  The  principal  one,  perhaps,  is  the  exam- 
ple of  British  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  the  is- 
lands adjacent  to  our  country.  Such  is  the  similari- 
ty in  laws,  in  language,  in  institutions,  and  in  com- 
mon origin,  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  that  no  great  measure  of  national  policy  can 
be  adopted  in  the  one  country  without  producing  a 
considerable  degree  of  influence  in  the  other.  Con- 
founding tiie  totally  different  cases  togeilier,  of  the 
powers  of  the  British  parliament  and  those  of  the 
congress  of  the  United  States,  and  the  totally  differ- 
ent situations  of  the  British  West  India  islands,  and 
tiie  slaves  in  the  sovereign  and  independent  states  of 
this  confederacy,  superficial  men  have  inferred  from 
the  undecided  British  experiment  the  practicability 
of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  these  stales.  The 
powers  of  the  British  parliament  are  unlimited,  and 
are  often  described  to  be  omnipotent.  The  powers 
of  the  American  congress,  on  the  contrary,  are  few, 
cautiously  limited,  scrupulously  excluding  all  that 
are  not  granted,  and,  above  all,  carefully  and  abso- 
lutely excluding  all  power  over  the  existence  or  con- 
tinuance of  slavery  in  the  several  states.  The 
slaves,  too,  upon  which  British  legislation  operated, 
were  not  in  the  bosom  of  the  kingdom,  but  in  remote 
and  feeble  colonies  having  no  voice  in  parliament. 
The  West  India  slaveholder  was  neithei  represented 
nor  representative  in  that  parliament.  And  whilst  I 
most  fervently  wish  complete  success  to  the  British 
experiment  of  West  India  emancipation,  I confess 
that  I have  fearful  forebodings  of  a disastrous  termi- 
nation of  it.  Whatever  it  may  be,  I think,  it  must 
be  admitted  that,  if  the  British  parliament  treated  the 
West  India  slaves  as  freemen,  it  also  treated  the 
West  India  freemen  as  slaves.  If,  instead  of  these 
slaves  being  separated  by  a wide  ocean  from  tiie  pa- 
rent country,  three  or  four  millions  of  African  negro 
slaves  had  been  dispersed  over  England,  Scotland, 
Wales,  and  Ireland,  and  their  owners  had  been  mem- 
bers of  the  British  parliament — a case  which  would 
have  presented  some  analogy  to  that  of  our  own 
country — does  any  one  believe  that  it  would  have 
been  expedient  or  practicable  to  have  emancipated 
them,  leaving  them  to  remain,  with  all  their  embit- 
tered feelings,  in  (he  United  Kingdom,  boundless  as 
the  powers  of"  the  British  parliament  aie? 

Other  causes  have  conspired  with  the  British  ex- 
ample to  produce  the  existing  excitement  from  abo- 
lition. I say  it  with  profound  regret,  but  with  no  in- 
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tention  to  occasion  irritation  here  or  elsewhere,  that 
there  are  persons  in  both  parts  of  the  union  who  have 
sought  to  mingle  abolition  with  politics, and  to  array 
one  portion  of  the  union  against  the  other.  It  is  the 
misfortune  in  free  countries  that,  in  high  party  times, 
a disposition  too  often  prevails  to  seize  hold  of  every 
thing, which  can  strengthen  the  one  side  or  weaken 
the  other.  Charges  of  fostering  abolition  designs 
have  been  heedlessly  and  unjustly  made  by  one 
party  against  the  other.  Prior  to  the  late  election  ol 
the  present  president  of  the  United  States,  he  was 
charged  with  being  an  abolitionist,  and  abolition  de- 
signs were  imputed  to  many  of  his  supporters. 
Much  as  I was  opposed  to  his  election,  and  am  to  his 
administration,  I neither  shared  in  making  nor  be- 
lieving the  truth  of  the  charge.  He  was  scarcely 
installed  in  office  before  the  same  charge  was  di- 
rected against  those  who  opposed  his  election. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  not  true,  and  I rejoice  that  it  is 
not  true,  that  either  of  the  two  great  parties  in  this 
country  has  any  designs  or  aim  at  abolition.  I 
should  deeply  lament  if  it  were  true.  I should 
consider,  if  it  were  true,  that  the  danger  to  the  sta- 
bility of  our  system  would  be  infinitely  greater  than 
any  which  does,  I hope,  actually  exist.  Whilst  nei- 
ther party  can  be,  I think,  justly  accused  of  any  abo- 
lition tendency  or  purpose,  both  have  profited,  and 
both  have  been  injured,  in  particular  localities,  by 
the  accession  or  abstraction  of  abolition  support.  If 
the  account  were  fairly  stated,  I believe  the  party  to 
which  I ain  opposed  has  profited  much  more,  and 
been  injured  much  less,  than  that  to  which  I belong. 
But  I am  far,  for  that  reason,  from  being  disposed  to 
accuse  our  adversaries  of  being  abolitionists. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  allow  me  to  consider  the 
several  cases  in  which  the  authority  of  congress  is 
invoked  by  these  abolition  petitioners  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  domestic  slavery.  The  first  relates  to  it  as  it 
exists  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  following 
is  the  provision  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
Slates  in  reference  to  that  matter  : 

“ To  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  what- 
soever over  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles 
squart)  as  may  by  cession  of  particular  states,  and  the 
acceptance  of  congress,  become  the  seat  of  government 
of  tiie  United  States.” 

This  provision  preceded,  in  point  of  time,  the  ac- 
tual cessions  which  were  made  by  the  states  of  Mary- 
land and  Virginia.  The  object  of  the  cession  was 
to  establish  a seat  of  government  of  the  United  States ; 
and  the  grant  in  the  constitution  of  exclusive  legis- 
lation must  be  understood,  and  should  be  always  in- 
terpreted, as  having  relalion  to  the  object  of  the  ces- 
sion. It  was  with  a full  knowledge  of  this  clause  in 
the  constitution  that  those  two  states  ceded  to  the 
general  government  the  ten  miles  square,  constitut- 
ing the  District  of  Columbia.  In  making  the  ces- 
sion, they  supposed  that  it  was  to  be  applied,  and 
applied  solely,  to  the  purposes  of  a seat  of  govern- 
ment, for  which  it  was  asked.  When  it  was  made, 
slavery  existed  in  both  those  commonwealths, and  in 
the  ceded  territory,  as  it  nowcontinues  to  exist  in  all 
of  them.  Neither  Maryland  nor  Virginia  could  have 
anticipated'  that,  whilst  the  institution  remained 
within  their  respective  limits,  its  abolition  would 
he  attempted  by  congress  without  their  consent. 
Neither  of  them  would  probably  have  made  an  un- 
conditional cession,  if  they  could  have  anticipated 
such  a result. 

From  the  nature  of  the  provision  in  the  constitu- 
tion, and  the  avowed  object  ol  the  acquisition  of  tile 
territory,  two  duties  arise  on  the  part  of  congress. 
The  first  is,  to  render  the  District  available,  comforta- 
ble, and  convenient,  as  a seat  of  government  of  the 
whole  union  ; the  other  is,  to  govern  the  people 
within  the  District  so  as  best  to  promote  their  happi- 
ness and  prosperity.  These  objects  are  totally  dis- 
tinct in  their  nature,  and,  in  interpreting  and  exer- 
cising the  grant  of  the  power  of  exclusive  legislation, 
that  distinction  should  be  constantly  borne  in  mind. 
Is  it  necessary,  in  order  to  render  this  place  a com- 
fortable seat  of  the  general  government,  to  abolish 
slavery  within  its  limits?  No  one  can  or  will  ad- 
vance such  a proposition.  The  government,  has  re- 
mained here  near  forty  years  without  the  slightest  in- 
convenience from  the  presence  of  domestic  slavery. 
Is  it  necessary  to  the  well-being  of  the  people  of  (he 
District  that  slavery  should  be  abolished  from 
amongst  them?  They  not  oidy  neither  ask  nor  de- 
sire, but  are  almost  unanimously  opposed  to  ir.  It 
exisU  here  in  the  mildest  and  most  mitigated  form. 
In  a population  of  33,834  there  were,  at  the  last  enu- 
meration of  the  population  of  the  United  States,  but 
6,119  slaves.  The  number  has  not  probably  much 
increased  since.  They  are  dispersed  over  the  ten 
miles  square,  engaged  in  the  quiet  pursuits  of  hus- 
bandry, or  in  menial  offices  in  domestic  life.  If  it 
were  necessary  to-the  efficiency  of  this  place  as  a 
s :at  of  the  general  government  to  abolish  slavery, 
which  is  utterly  denied,  the  abolition  should  be  con- 
fined to  the  necessity  which  prompts  it,  that  is,  to 


the  limits  of  the  city  of  Washington  itself.  Beyond 
those  limits,  persons  concerned  in  the  government  ol 
the  United  States  have  no  more  to  do  with  the  in- 
habitants of  the  District  than  they  have  with  the  in- 
habitants of  the  adjacent  counties  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia  which  lie  beyond  the  District. 

To  abolish  slavery  w'ithin  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, whilst  it  remains  in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  situ- 
ated, as  that  District  is,  within  the  very  heart  of 
those  states,  would  expose  them  to  great  practical 
inconvenience  and  annoyance.  The  District  would 
become  a place  of  refuge  and  escape  for  fugitive 
slaves  from  the  two  states,  and  a place  from  which  a 
spirit  of  discontent,  insuboiuination,  and  insurrec- 
tion, might  be  fostered  and  encouraged  in  the  two 
states.  Suppose,  as  was  at  one  time  under  considera- 
tion, Pennsylvania  had  granted  ten  miles  square 
within  its  limits  for  the  purpose  of  a seat  of  the  gene- 
ral government;  could  congress,  without  a violation 
of  good  faith,  have  introduced  and  established  slave- 
ry within  the  bosom  of  that  commonwealth,  in  the 
ceded  territory,  after  she  had  abolished  it  so  long 
ago  as  the  year  1780  ? Yet  the  inconvenience  to 
Pennsylvania  in  the  case  supposed  would  have  been 
much  less  than  tshat  to  Virginia  and  Maryland  in  the 
case  we  are  arguing. 

It  was  upon  this  view  of  the  subject  that  the  sen- 
ate, at  its  last  session,  solemnly  declared  that  it 
would  be  a violation  of  implied  faith,  resulting  from 
the  transaction  of  the  cession,  to  abolish  slavery 
within  the  District  of  Columbia.  And  would  it  not 
be  ? By  implied  faith  is  meant  that  when  a grant  is 
made  for  one  avowed  and  declared  purpose,  known 
to  the  parties,  the  grant  should  not  be  perverted  to 
another  purpose,  unavowed,  and  undeclared,  and  in- 
jurious to  the  grantor.  The  grant,  in  the  case  we 
are  considering,  of  the  territory  of  Columbia,  was 
for  a seat  of  government.  Whatever  power  is  neces- 
sary to  accomplish  that  object  is  carried  along  by 
the  grant.  But  the  abolition  of  slavery  is  not  neces- 
sary to  the  enjoyment  of  this  site  as  a seat  of  the 
general  government.  The  grant  in  the  constitution, 
of  exclusive  power  of  legislation  over  the  District, 
was  made  to  ensure  the  exercise  of  an  exclusive  au- 
thority of  the  general  government,  to  render  this 
place  a safe  and  secure  seat  of  government,  and  to 
promote  the  well-being  of  the  inhabitants  of  (lie  Dis- 
trict. The  power  granted  ought  to  be  interpreted 
and  exercised  solely  to  the  end  for  which  it  was 
granted.  The  language  of  the  grant  was  necessa- 
rily broad,  comprehensive,  and  exclusive,  because  all 
the  exigencies  which  might  arise  to  render  this  a se- 
cure seat  of  the  general  government  could  not  have 
been  foreseen  and  provided  lor.  The  language  may 
possibly  be  sufficiently  comprehensive  to  include  a 
power  of  abolition,  but  it  would  not  at  all  thence  fol- 
low that,  the  power  could  be  rightfully  exerciser!. 
The  case  may  be  resembled  to  that  of  a plenipoten- 
tiary invested  with  a plenary  power,  but  who,  at  the 
same  time,  lias  positive  instructions  from  his  go- 
vernment as  to  the  kind  of  treaty  which  lie  is  to  ne- 
gotiate and  conclude.  If  lie  violates  these  instruc- 
tions, and  concludes  a different  treaty,  this  govern- 
ment is  not  bound  by  it.  And  if  the  foreign  govern- 
ment is  aware  of  the  violation,  it  acts  in  bad  faith. 
Or  it  may  be  illustrated  by  an  example  drawn  from 
private  life.  I am  an  endorser  for  iny  friend  on  a 
note  discounted  in  bank.  He  applies  to  me  to  en- 
dorse another  to  renew  it,  which  I do  in  blank.  Now, 
this  gives  him  power  to  make  any  other  use  of  my 
note  which  he  pleases.  But  if,  instead  of  applying 
it  to  tiie  intended  purpose,  he  goes  to  a broker  and 
sells  it,  thereby  doubling  my  responsibility  for  him, 
he  commits  a breach  of  trust,  and  a violation  of  the 
good  faith  implied  in  the  whole  transaction. 

But,  Mr.  President,  if  this  reasoning  were  as  er- 
roneous as  I believe  it  to  he  correct  and  conclusive, 
is  the  affair  of  the  liberation  of  six  thousand  negro 
slaves  in  this  District,  disconnected  with  the  three 
millions  ol  slaves  in  the  United  States,  of  sufficient 
magnitude  to  agilate,  distract,  and  embitter  this 
great  confederacy  ? 

The  next  case  in  which  the  petitioners  ask  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  power  of  congress,  relates  to  slavery 
in  the  territory  of  Florida. 

Florida  is  the  extreme  southern  portion  .of  the 
United  States.  It  is  bounded  on  all  its  land  sides 
by  slave  states,  and  is  several  hundred  miles  from 
the  nearest  free  state.  It  almost  extends  within  the 
tropics,  and  the  nearest  important  island  to  it  on  the 
water  side  is  Cuba,  a slave  island.  This  simple 
statement  of  its  geographical  position  should  of  it- 
self decide  the  question.  When,  by  the  treaty  of 
1819  with  Spain,  it  was  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
slavery  existed  within  it.  By  the  terms  of  that 
treaty,  the  effects  and  property  of  the  inhabitants 
are.  secured  to  them,  and  they  are  allowed  to  re- 
move and  take  them  away,  if  they  think  proper  to 
do  so,  without  limitation  as  to  time.  If  it  were  ex- 
pedient, therefore,  to  abolish  slavery  in  it,  it  could 
not  be  done  consistently  with  the  treaty,  without 
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granting  to  the  ancient  inhabitants  a reasonable  time 
to  remove  their  slaves.  But  further.  By  the  com- 
promise which  took  place  on  the  passage  of  the  act 
lor  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  union,  in  the 
year  1820,  it  was  agreed  and  understood  that  the 
line  of  36  deg.  SO  rain,  of  north  latitude  should  mark 
the  boundary  between  the  free  states  and  the  slave 
states  to  be  created  in  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  ceded  by  the  treaty  of  Louisiana  ; those  situ- 
ated south  of  it  being  slave  states,  and  those  north 
of  it,  free  states.  , But  Florida  is  south  ot  that  line, 
and  consequently,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  un- 
derstanding which  prevailed  at  the  period  alluded 
to,  should  be  a slave  state.  It  may  he  true  that  the 
compromise  does  not  in  terms  embrace  Florida,  and 
that  it  is  not  absolutely  binding  and  obligatory  ; 
but  all  candid  and  impartial  men  must  agree  that  it 
ought  not  tube  disregarded  without  the  most  weighty 
considerations,  and  that  nothing  could  be  more  to 
be  deprecated  than  to  open  anew  the  bleeding 
wounds  which  were  happily  bound  up  and  healed 
By  that  compromise.  Florida  is  the  only  remaining 
territory  to  be  admitted  into  the  union  with  the  in- 
stitution of  domestic  slavery,  while  Wisconsin  and 
Iowa  are  now  nearly  ripe  for  admission  without  it. 

The  next  instance  in  which  the  exercise  of  the 
power  of  congress  is  solicited,  is  that  of  prohibiting 
what  is  denominated  by  the  petitioners  the  slave 
trade  between  the  states,  or,  as  it  is  described  in  abo- 
lition petitions,  the  traffic  in  human  beings  be- 
tween the  states.  This  exercise  of  the  power  of 
congress  is  claimed  under  that  clause  of  the  consti- 
tution which  invests  it  with  authority  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 
several  states,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes.  The 
power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  several 
states,  like  other  powers  in  the  constitution,  ba3 
hitherto  remained  dormant  in  respect  to  the  interi- 
or trade  by  land  between  the  states.  It  was  a pow- 
er granted,  like  all  the  other  powers  of  the  general 
government,  to  secure  peace  and  harmony  among 
the  states.  Hitheito  it  has  not  been  necessary  to 
exercise  it.  All  the  eases  in  which,  during  the  pro- 
gress of  time  it  may  become  expedient  to  exert  the 
general  authority  to  regulate  commerce  between 
I he  states,  cannot  be  conceived.  We  may  easily 
imagine,  however,  contingencies  which,  if  they 
were  to  happen,  might  require  the  interposition  ol 
the  common  aulhorily.  If,  for  example,  the  state 
of  Ohio  were,  by  law,  to  prohibit  any  vessel  enter- 
ing the  port  of  Cincinnati,  from  the.  port  of  Louis- 
ville, in  Kentucky,  if  that  case  be  not  already  pro- 
vided for  by  the  laws  which  regulate  our  coasting 
trade,  it  would  be  competent  to  the  general  govern- 
ment to  annul  the  prohibition  emanating  from  state 
authority.  Or  if  the.  state  of  Kentucky  were  to  pro- 
hibit the  introduction,  within  its  limits,  of  any  ar- 
ticles of  trade,  the  production  of  (he  industry  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  the  general  govern- 
ment might,  by  its  authority,  supersede  the  state 
enactment.  But  I deny  that  the  general, govern- 
ment has  any  authority,  whatever,  from  the  consti- 
tution, to  abolish  what  is  called  the  slave  trade,  or, 
in  other  words,  to  prohibit  the  removal  of ■ slaves 
from  one  slave  state  to  another  slave  state. 

The  grant  in  the  constitution  is  of  a power  of 
regulation,  and  not  prohibition.  It  is  conservative, 
not  destructive.  Regulation  ex  vi  termini  implies 
the  continued  existence  or  prosecution  of  the 
thing  regulated.  Prohibition  implies  total  discon- 
tinuance or  annihilation.  The  regulation  intended 
was  designed  to  facilitate  and  accommodate,  not  to 
obstruct  and  incommode  the  commerce  to  be  rege- 
lated. Can  it  be  pretended  that,  under  this  power 
to  regulate  commerce  among  the  states,  congress 
has  the  power  to  prohibit  the  transportation  of  live 
stock  which,  in  countless  numbers,  are  daily  pass- 
ing from  the  western  and  interior  states  to  the 
southern,  southwestern,  and  Atlantic  states?  The 
moment  the  incontestable  fact  is  admitted,  that  ne- 
gro slaves  are  property,  the  law  of  moveable  proper- 
ty irresistibly  attaches  itself  to  them,  and  secures 
the  right  of  carrying  them  from  one  to  another 
state,  where  they  are  recognised  as  property,  with- 
out any  hindrance  whatever  from  congress. 

But,  Mr.  President,  Twill  not  detain  the  senate 
longec-on  the  subjects  of  slavery  within  the  Dis- 
trict and  in  Florida,  and  of  the  right  of  congress  to 
prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves  from  one  state  to 
another.  These,  as  I have  already  intimated,  with 
uitra-abolitionists  are  but  so  many  masked  batte- 
ries, concealing  the  real  and  ultimate  point  of  at- 
tack. That  point  of  attack  is  the  institution  of 
domestic  slavery  as  it  exists  in  these  states.  It  is 
to  liberate  three  millions  of  slaves  held  in  bondage 
within  them.  And  now  allow  me,  sir,  to  glance  at 
the  insurmountable  obstacles  which  lie  in  the  way 
of  the  accomplishment  of  this  end,  and  at  some  of 
the  consequences  which  would  ensue  if  it  were 
possible  to  attain  it. 

The  first  impediment  is  the  utter  and  absolute 
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want  of  all  power  on  the  part  of  the  general  go- 
vernment to  elfect  the  purpose.  The  constitution 
of  the  United  States  creates  a limited  government, 
comprising  comparatively  few  powers,  and  leaving 
the  residuary  mass  of  political  power  in  the  pos- 
session of  tlie  several  states,  it  is  well  known  that 
the  subject  of  slavery  interposed  one  of  the  great- 
est diiliculties  in  the  formation  of  the  constitution. 
It  was  happily  compromised  and  adjusted  in  a spirit 
of  harmony  and  patriotism.  According  to  t hat 
compromise,  no  power  whatever  was  granted  to  the 
general  government  in  respect  to  domestic  slavery, 
but  tiiat  which  relates  to  taxation  and  representa- 
tion, and  the  power  to  restore  fugitive  slaves  to 
their  lawful  owners.  All  other  power  in  regard  to 
the  institution  of  slavery  was  retained  exclusively 
by  the  states,  to  be  exercised  by  them  severally, 
according  to  their  respective  views  of  tlieir  own  pe- 
culiar interest.  The  constitution  of  the  United 
States  never  could  have  been  formed  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  investing  the  general  government  with 
authority  to  abolish  the  institution  at  its  pleasure. 
It  never  can  be  continued  lor  a single  day  if  the 
exercise  of  such  a power  be  assumed  or  usurped. 

But  it  may  be  contended  by  these  ultra-aboli- 
tionists that  their  object  is  not  to  stimulate  the  ac- 
tion ol  the  general  government,  but  to  operate  upon 
the  states  themselves  in  which  the  institution  of 
domestic  slavery  exists.  If  that  be  their  object, 
why  are  these  abolition  societies  and  movements 
all  confined  to  the  free  states?  Why  are  the  slave 
states  wantonly  and  cruelly  assailed?  Why  do  the 
abolition  presses  teem  with  publications  tending  to 
excite  hatred  and  animosity  on  the  part  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  free  states  against  those  of  the 
slave  states  ? Why  is  congress  petitioned?  The 
free  states  have  no  more  power  or  right  to  interfere 
with  institutions  in  the  slave  states,  confided  to  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  those  states,  than  they 
would  have  to  interfere  with  institutions  existing 
in  any  foreign  country.  What  would  be  thought  of 
the  formation  of  societies  in  Great  Britain,  the  is- 
sue of  numerous  inflammatory  publications,  and 
the  sending  out  of  lecturers  throughout  the  king- 
dom, denouncing  and  aiming  at  the  destruction  of 
any  of  the  institutions  of  France?  Would  they  be 
regarded  as  proceedings  warranted  by  good  neigh- 
borhood? Or  what  would  be  thought  of  the  forma- 
tion of  societies  in  the  slave  states,  the  issuing  of 
violent  and  inflammatory  tracts,  and  the  deputation 
of  missionaries,  pouring  out  impassioned  denun- 
ciations against  institutions  under  the  exclusive 
control  of  the  free  states?  Is  their  purpose  to  ap- 
peal to  our  understandings,  and  to  actuate  our  hu- 
manity? And  do  the}'  expect  to  accomplish  that 
purpose  by  holding  us  up  to  the  scorn,  and  con- 
tempt, and  detestation  of  the  people  of  the  free 
states  and  the  whole  civilized  world  ? The  slavery 
which  exists  amongst  us  is  our  affair,  not  theirs; 
and  they  have  no  more  just  concern  with  it  than 
they  have  with  slavery  as  it  exists  throughout  the 
world.  Why  not  leave  it  to  us,  as  the  common 
constitution  of  our  country  has  left  it,  to  be  dealt 
with,  under  the  guidance  of  Providence,  as  best  we 
may  or  can  ? 

The  next  obstacle  in  the  way  of  abolition  arises 
out  of  the  fact  of  the  presence  in  the  slave  states  of 
three  millions  of  slaves.  They  are  there,  dispersed 
throughout  the  land,  part  and  parcel  of  our  popula- 
tion. Tiiey  were  brought  into  the  country  ori«d- 
nally  under  the  authority  of  the  parent  government 
whilst  we  were  colonies,  and  their  importation  was 
continued  in  spite  of  all  the  remonstrances  of  our- 
ancestors.  If  the  question  were  an  original  ques- 
tion, whether,  there  being  no  slaves  within  the 
country,  we  should  introduce  them,  and  incorporate 
them  into  our  society,  that  would  be  a totally  dif- 
ferent question.  Few,  if  any,  of  the  citizens  ol 
the  United  States  would  be  found  to  favor  their  in- 
troduction. No  man  in  it  would  oppose,  upon  that 
supposition,  their  admission  with  more  determined 
resolution  and  conscientious  repugnance  than  I 
should.  But  that  is  not  the  question.  The  slaves 
are  here  ; no  practical  scheme  for  their  removal  01 
separation  from  us  has  been  yet  devised  or  propo- 
sed ; and  the  true  inquiry  is,  what  is  best  to  be 
done  with  them.  In  human  affairs  we  are  often 
constrained,  by  the  force  of  circumstances  and  the 
actual  state  of  things,  to  do  what  we  would  not  do 
if  that  state  of  things  did  not  exist.  Theslaves  are 
here,  and  here  must  remain,  in  some  condition; 
and,  I repeat,  how  are  they  to  be  best  governed  r 
What  is  best  to  be  done  for  their  happiness  and  our 
own  r In  the  slave  slates  the  alternative  is,  that 
the  white  man  must  govern  the  black,  or  the  black 
govern  the  white.  In  several  of  those  states,  the 
number  of  the  slaves  is  greater  than  that  of  the 
white  population,  An  immediate  abolition  of 
slavery  in  them,  as  these  ultra  abolitionists  pro- 
pose, would  be  followed  by  a desperate  struggle  for 
immediate  ascendancy  of  the  black  race  over  the 


white  race,  or  rather  it  would  be  followed  by  in- 
stantaneous collisions  between  the  two  races,  which 
would  break  out  into  a civil  war  that  would  end  in 
the  extermination  or  subjugation  of  the  one  race  or 
the  other.  In  such  an  alternative,  who  can  hesi- 
tate ? Is  it  not  better  lor  both  parties  that  the  ex- 
isting state  ol  things  should  be  preserved,  instead 
of  exposing  them  to  the  horrible  strifes  and  con- 
tests which  would  inevitably  attend  an  immediate 
abolition  ? This  is  our  true  ground  of  defence  for 
the  continued  existence  of  slavery  in  our  country. 
It  is  that  which  our  revolutionary  ancestors  assu- 
med. It  is  that  which,  in  my  opinion,  lorms  our 
justification  in  the  eyes  of  all  Christendom. 

A third  impediment  to  immediate  abolition  is  to 
be  found  in  the  immense  amount  of  capital  which  is 
invested  in  slave  property.  The  total  number  of 
slaves  in  the  United  States,  according  to  the  last 
enumeration  of  the  population,  was  a little  upwards 
of  two  millions.  Assuming  their  increase  at  a ra- 
tio, which  it  probably  is,  of  five  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, their  present  number  would  be  three  millions. 
The  average  value  of  slaves  at  this  time  is  slated 
by  persons  well  informed  to  be  as  high  as  five  hun- 
dred dollars  each.  To  be  certainly  within  the 
mark,  let  us  suppose  that  it  is  only  four  hundred 
dollars.  The  total  value,  then,  by  that  estimate,  of 
the  slave  property  in  the  United  States  is  twelve 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  This  property  is  diffu- 
sed throughout  all  classes  and  conditions  of  society. 
It  is  owned  by  widows  and  orphans,  by  the  aged 
and  infirm,  as  well  as  the  sound  and  vigorous.  It 
is  the  subject  of  mortgages,  deeds  of  trust,  and 
family  settlements.  It  has  been  made  the  basis  of 
numerous  debts  contracted  upon  its  faith,  and  is 
the  sole  reliance,  in  many  instances,  of  creditors 
within  and  without  the  slave  states,  for  the  payment 
of  the  debts  due  to  them.  And  now  it  is  rashly 
proposed,  by  a single  fiat  of  legislation,  to  annihi- 
late this  immense  amount  of  property  I To  anni- 
hilate it  without  indemnity  and  without  compensa- 
tian  to  its  owners!  Does  any  considerate  man  be- 
lieve it  to  be  possible  to  effect  such  an  object  with- 
out convulsion,  revolution,  and  bloodshed  ? 

I know  that  there  is  a visionary  dogma,  which 
holds  that  negro  slaves  cannot  be  the  subject  of 
property.  I shalt  not  dwell  long  on  this  specula- 
tive abstraction.  That  is  property  which  the  law 
declares  to  be  property.  Two  hundred  years  of  le- 
gislation  have  sanctioned  and  sanctified  negro  slaves 
as  property.  Under  aH  the  forms  of  government 
which  have  existed  upon  this  continent  during  that 
long  space  of  time^-under  the  British  govc-rnmen! — 
under  the  colonial  government — under  all  the  slate 
constitutions  and  governments — and  under  the  Fed- 
eral government  itself— they  have  been  deliberate- 
ly and  solemnly  recognised  as  the  legitimate  sub- 
jects of  property.  To  the  wild  speculations  of 
theorists  and  innovators  stands  opposed  the  fuel , 
that  in  an  uninterrupted  period  of  two  hundred 
years’  duration,  under  every  form  of  human  legisla- 
tion, and  by  all  the  departments  of  human  govern- 
ment, African  negro  slaves  have  been  held  and  res- 
pected, have  descended  abd  been  transferred,  as 
lawful  and  indisputable  property.  They  were  trea- 
ted as  property  in  the  very  British  example  which 
is  so  triumphantly  appealed  to  as  worthy  of  our  im- 
itation. Although  the  West  India  planters  had  no 
voice  in  the  united  parliament  ol  the  British  isles,  an 
irresistible  sense  of  justice  extorted  from  that  legis- 
lature the  grant  of  twenty  millions  of  pounds  ster- 
ling to  compensate  the  colonists  for  their  loss  of 
property. 

Ii,  therefore,  these  ultra-abolitionists  are  serious- 
ly determined  to  pursue  their  immediate  scheme  of 
abolition,  they  should  at  once  set  about  raising  a 
fund  oftwelve  hundred  millions  ofdollars,  to  indem- 
nify the  owners  of  slave  property.  And  the  taxes 
to  raise  that  enormous  amount  can  only  be  justly 
assessed  upon  themselves  or  upon  the  free  states,  if 
they  can  persuade  them  to  assent  to  such  an  assess- 
ment; for  it  would  be  a mockery  of  all  justice  and 
an  outrage  against  all  equity  to  levy  any  portion  of 
the  tax  upon  the  slave  states  to  pay  for  their  own 
unquestioned  property. 

If  the  consideraiions  to  which  I have  already  ad- 
verted are  not  sufficient  to  dissuade  the  abolitionists 
from  further  perseverance  in  their  designs,  the  in- 
terest of  the  very  cause  which  they  profess  to  es- 
pouse ought  to  check  their  career,  instead  of  ad- 
vancing. by  their  efforts,  that  cause,  they  have 
thrown  back  for  half  a century  the  prospect  of  .any 
species  of  emancipation  of  the  African  race,  gradu- 
al or  immediate  in  any  of  the  states.  They  have 
done  more  ; they  have  increased  the  rigors  of  legis- 
lation agafnst  slaves  in  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  slave 
states.  Forty  years  ago  the  question  was  agitated 
in  the  state  of  Kentucky  of  a gradual  emancipation 
of  the  slaves  within  its  limits.  By  gradual  eman- 
cipation, I mean  that  slow  but  safe  and  cautious 
liberation  ofslaves  which  was  first  adopted  in  Penn- 


sylvania atthe  instance  of  Dr.  Franklin,  in  the  year 
1780,  and,  according  to  which,  the  generation  in 
being  were  to  remain  in  slavery,  but  all  their  off- 
spring born  after  a specified  day  were  to  be  free  at 
the  age  of  twenty-eight,  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
were  to  receive  preparatory  instruction  to  qualify 
them  for  the  enjoyment  ol  freedom.  That  was  the 
species  of  emancipation  which,  at  the  epoch  to 
which  I allude,  was  discussed  in  Kentucky.  No 
one  was  rash  enough  to  propose  or  think  of  imme- 
diate abolition.  No  one  was  rash  enough  to  think 
ofthrowingloo.se  upon  the  community,  ignorant 
and  unprepared,  the  untutored  slaves  of  the  slate. 
Many  thought,  and  I amongst  them,  that  as  each  of 
the  slave  states  had  a right  exclusively  to  judge  for 
itself  in  respect  to  the  institution  of  domestic  slave- 
ry, the  proportion  of  slaves  compared  with  the 
white  population  in  that  state,  at  that  time,  was  so 
inconsiderable  that  a system  of  gradual  emancipa- 
tion might  have  been  safely  adopted  without  any 
hazard  to  the  security  and  interests  of  the  common- 
wealth. And  I still  think  that  the  question  of  such 
emancipation  in  the  farming  states  isone  whose  so- 
lution depends  upon  the  relative  numbers  of  the  two 
races  in  any  given  state.  If  I had  been  a citizen  of 
the  stated  Pennsylvania,  when  Franklin’s  plan  was 
adopted,  I should  have  voted  for  it,  because  by  no 
possibility  could  the  black  race  ever  acquire  the  as- 
cendancy in  that  state.  But  if  I had  been  then,  or 
were  now,  a citizen  of  any  of  the  planting  states — 
the  Southern  or  southwestern  states — I should  have 
opposed,  and  would  continue  to  oppose,  any  scheme 
whatever  of  emancipation,  gradual  or  immediate, 
because  of  the  danger  of  an  ultimate  ascendancy  of 
the  black  pace,  or  of  a civil  contest  which  might 
terminate  in  the  extinction  of  one  race  or  the  other. 

The  proposition  in  Kentucky  for  a gradual  eman- 
cipation did  not  prevail,  but  it  was  sustained  by  a 
large  and  respectable  minority.  That  minority  bad 
increased,  and  was  increasing,  until  the  abolition- 
ists commenced  their  operations.  The  effect  has 
been  to  dissipate  all  prospects  whatever,  lor  the 
present,  of  any  scheme  of  gradual  or  other  emanci- 
pation. The  people  of  that  state  have  become 
shocked  and  alarmed  by  these  abolition  movements, 
and  the  number  who  would  now  favor  a system  even 
of  gradual  emancipation  is  probably  less  than  it  was 
in  the  years  1798-’9.  At  the  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture held  in  IS37-’8,  the  question  of  calling  a”con- 
vention  was  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
people  by  a law  passed  in  conformity  with  the  con- 
stitution of  the  state.  Many  motives  existed  for 
the  passage  of  the  law’,  and  among  them  that  of 
emancipation  had  its  influence.  When  the  ques- 
tion vvas  passed  upon  by  the  people  at  their 
last  annual  election,  only  about  one-fourth  of  the 
whole  voters  of  the  state  supported  a call  of  a con- 
vention. The  apprehension  of  the  danger  of  aboli- 
tion was  the  leading  consideration  amongst  the  peo- 
ple for  opposing  the  call.  But  for  that,  but  for  the 
agitation  of  the  question  ofabolition  in  states  whose 
population  had  no  right,  in  the  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple ol  Kentucky,  to  interfere  in  the  matter,  the  vote 
lora  convention  would  have  been  much  larger,  if 
it  had  not  been  carried.  I felt  myself  constrained 
to  take  immediate,  bold,  and  decided  ground  against 
it.  ° 

Prior  to  the  agitation  ofthis  subject  ofabolition, 
there  was  a progressive  melioration  in  the  condition 
ofslaves  throughout  all  the  slave  states.  In  some 
of  them,  schools  of  instruction  were  opened  by  hu- 
mane and  religious  persons.  These  are  all  now 
checked,  and  a spirit  of  insubordination  hav- 
ing shown  itself  in  some  localities,  traceable,  it  is 
believed,  to  abolition  movements  and  exertions,  the 
legislative  authority  has  found  it  expedient  to  infuse 
fresh  vigor  into  the  police,  and  laws  which  regulate 
the  conduct  ofthe  slaves. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  if  it  were  possible  to 
overcome  the  insurmountable  obstacles  which  lie 
in  the  way  of  immediate  abolition,  let  ns  briefly 
contemplate  some  of  the  consequences  which  would 
inevitably  ensue.  One  of  these  has  been  occasion- 
ally alluded  to  in  the  progress  of  these  remarks.  It 
is  the  struggle  which  would  instantaneously  arise 
between  the  two  races  in  most  of  the  southern  and 
southwestern  states.  And  w hat  a dreadful  stru  cr<rj(* 
would  it  not  be  ! Embittered  by  all  the  recodrc- 
t i o rib  ol  the  past,  by  the  unconquerable  prejudices 
which  would  prevail  between  the  two  races,  and 
stimulated  by  all  the  hopes  and^fears  of  the  future, 
it  would  be  a contest  in  whicliYhe  extermination 
of  the  blacks,  or  their  ascendancy  over  the  whites, 
would  be  the  sole  alternative.  Prior  to  the  conclu- 
sion, or  during  thc'progress  of  such  a contest,  vast 
numbers,  probably,  ofthe  black  race  would  migrate 
into  the  free  states  ; and  what  effect  would  such  a 
migration  have  upon  the  laboring  classes  in  those 
states  ! 

Now  the  distribution  of  laborin  the  United  States 
is  geographical  ; the  free  laborers  occupying  one 
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side  of  tile  line,  and  the  slave  Jaborers  the  other  ; 
each  class  pursuing  its  own  avocations  almost  alto- 
gether unmixed  with  the  other.  But,  on  the  suppo- 
sition of  immediate  abolition,  the  black  class,  mi- 
grating into  the  free  states,  would  enter  into  com- 
petition with  the  white  class,  diminishing  the  wages 
of  their  labor,  and  augmenting  the  hardships  of  their 
condition. 

This  is  not  all.  The  abolitionists  strenuously 
oppose  all  separation  of  the  two  races.  I confess  to 
you,  sir,  that  1 have  seen  with  regret,  grief,  and 
astonishment,  their  resolute  opposition  to  the  pro- 
ject of  colonization.  No  scheme  was  ever  presented 
to  the  acceptance  of  man,  which,  whether  it  be  en- 
tirely practicable  or  not,  is  characterized  by  more 
unmixed  humanity  and  benevolence,  than  that  of 
transporting,  with  their  own  consent,  the  free  peo- 
ple of  color  in  the  United  States  to  the  land  of  their 
ancestors.  It  has  the  powerful  recommendation 
that  whatever  it  does  is  good  ; and  if  it  atfecls  noth- 
ing, it  inflicts  no  one  evil  or  mischief  upon  any  por- 
tion of  our  society.  There  is  no  necessary  hostility 
between  the  objects  of  colonization  and  abolition. 
Colonization  deals  only  with  the  free  man  of  color, 
and  that  with  his  own  free  voluntary  consent.  It 
hss  nothing  to  do  with  slavery.  Itdisturbs  no  man’s 
property,  seeks  to  impair  no  power  in  the  slave 
states,  nor  to  attribute  any  to  the  general  govern- 
ment. All  its  action  and  all  its  ways  and  means 
are  voluntary,  depending  upon  the  blessing  of  Pro- 
vidence, which  hitherto  has  graciously  smiled  upon 
it.  And  yet,  beneficent  and  harmless  as  coloniza- 
tion is,  no  portion  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  denounces  it  with  so  much  persevering 
zeal  and  such  unmixed  bitterness  as  do  the  abolition- 
ists. . 

They  put  themselves  in  direct  opposition  to  any 
separation  whatever  between  the  two  races.  They 
would  keep  them  forever  pent  up  together  within 
the  same  limits,  perpetuating  their  animosities,  and 
constantly  endangering  the  peace  of  the  community. 
They  proclaim,  indeed,  that  color  is  nothing; 
that  the  organic  and  characteristic  differences  be- 
tween the  two  races  ought  to  be  entirely  overlook- 
ed and  disregarded.  And,  elevating  themselves  to 
a sublime  but  impracticable  philosophy,  they  would 
teach  us  to  eradicate  all  the  repugnances  of  our  na- 
ture, and  to  take  to  our  bosoms  and  our  boards  the 
black  man  as  we  do  the  white,  on  the  same  footing 
of  equal  social  condition.  Bo  they  not  perceive 
that  in  thus  confounding  all  the  distinctions  which 
God  himself  has  made,  they  arraign  the  wisdom  and 
goodness  of  Providence  itself?  It  has  been  his 
divine  pleasure  to  make  the  black  man  black  and 
the  white  man  white,  and  to  distinguish  them  by 
other  repulsive  constitutional  differences.  It  is  not 
necessary  for  me  to  maintain,  nor  shall  I endeavor 
to  prove,  that  it  was  any  part  of  his  divine  inten- 
tion that  the  one  race  should  be  held  in  peipetual 
bondage  by  the  other  ; but  this  I will  say,  that  those 
whom  he  h is  created  different,  and  has  declared,  by 
their  physical  structure  and  color,  ought  to  be  kept 
asunder,  should  not  be  brought  together  by  any  pro- 
cess whatever  of  unnatural  amalgamation. 

But  if  the  dangers  of  the  civil  contest  which  I 
have  supposed  could  be  avoided,  separation  or  amal- 
gamation is  the  only  peaceful  alternative,  if  it  were 
possible  to  effectuate  the  project  of  abolition.  The 
abolitionists  oppose  all  colonization, and  it  irresisti- 
bly follow's,  whatever  they  may  protest  or  declare, 
that  they  are  in  favor  of  amalgamation.  And  who 
are  to  bring  about  this  amalgamation  ? I have  heard 
of  none  of  these  ultra- abolitionists  furnishing  in  their 
own  families  or  persons  examples  of  intermarriage. 
Who  is  to  begin  it  ? Is  it  their  purpose  not  only  to 
create  a pinching  competition  between  black  labor 
and  white  labor,  but  do  they  intend  also  to  contami- 
nate the  industrious  and  laborious  classes  of  society 
at  the  north  by  a revolting  admixture  of  the  black 
element  ? 

It  is  frequently  asked,  What  is  to  become  of  the 
African  race  among  ns?  Are  they  forever  to  re- 
main in  bondage  ? That  question  was  asked  more 
than  half  a century  ago.  It  has  been  answered  by 
fifty  yea, 3 of  prosperity  but  little  chequered  from 
this  cause.  It  will  be  repeated  fifty  or  a hundred 
years  hence.  The  true  answer  is,  that  the  same 
Providence  who  has  hitherto  guided  and  governed 
us,  and  averted  all  serious  evils  from  the  existing 
relation  between  the  two  races,  will  guide 'and  go- 
vern our  posterity.  Sufficient  to  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof.  We  have  hitherto,  with  that  blessing,  taken 
care  of  ourselves.  Posterity  will  find  the  means  of 
its  own  preservation  and  prosperity.  It  is  only  in 
Ihe  most  direful  event  which  can  befal  this  people 
that  this  great  interest,  and  all  other  of  our  greatest 
interests,  would  be  put  in  jeopardy.  Although  in 
particular  districts  the  black  population  is  gaining 
upon  t he  white,  it  only  constitutes  one-fifth  of  the 
whole  population  of  the  United  Slates.  And,  taking 
the  aggregates  of  the  two  races,  the  European  is 


constantly,  though  slowly,  gaining  upon  the  African 
portion.  This  fact  is  demonstrated  by  the  period- 
ical returns  of  our  population.  Let  us  cease,  then, 
to  indulge  in  gloomy  forebodings  about  the  impene- 
trable future.  But,  if  we  may  attempt  to  lift  the 
veil,  and  contemplate  what  lies  beyond  it,  I,  too, 
have  ventured  on  a speculative  theory,  with  which 
I will  not  now  trouble  you,  but  which  has  been  pub- 
lished to  the  world.  According  to  that,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  time,  seme  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two 
hundred  years  hence,  but  few  vestiges  of  the  black 
lace  will  remain  among  our  posterity. 

Mr.  President,  at  the  period  of  the  formation  of 
our  constitution,  and  afterwards,  our  patriotic  ances- 
tors apprehended  danger  to  the  union  from  two 
causes.  One  was,  the  Alleghany  mountains,  divid- 
ing the  waters  which  flow  into  the  Atlantic  ocean 
from  those  which  found  their  outlet  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  They  seemed  to  present  a natural  separa- 
tion. That  danger  has  vanished  before  the  noble 
achievements  of  the  spirit  of  internal  improvement, 
and  the  immortal  genius  of  Fulton.  And  now,  no- 
where is  found  a more  loyal  attachment  to  the  union 
than  among  those  very  western  people,  who,  it  was 
apprehended,  would  be  the  first  to  burst  its  ties. 

The  other  cause,  domestic  slavery,  happily  the 
sole  remaining  cause  which  is  likely  to  disturb  cur 
harmony,  continues  to  exist.  It  was  this  which 
created  the  greatest  obstacle  and  the  most  anxious 
solicitude  in  the  deliberations  ol  the  convention  that 
adopted  the  general  constitution.  And  it  is  this 
subject  that  has  ever  been  regarded  with  the  deepest 
anxiety  by  all  who  are  sincerely  desirous  of  the  per- 
manency of  our  union.  The  Father  of  his  country, 
in  Ills  last  affecting  and  solemn  appeal  to  his  fellow- 
citizens,  deprecated,  as  a most  calamitous  event, 
the  geographical  divisions  which  it  might  produce. 
The  convention  wisely  left  to  the  several  states  the 
power  over  the  institution  of  slavery,  as  a power 
not  necessary  to  the  plan  of  union  which  it  devised, 
and  as  one  with  which  the  general  'government 
could  not  be  invested  without  planting  the  seeds  of 
certain  destruction.  There  let  it  remain  undisturb- 
ed by  any  unhallowed  hand. 

Sir,  I am  not  in  the  habit  of  speaking  lightly  of 
the  possibility  of  dissolving  this  happy  union. 
The  senate  knows  that  I have  deprecated  allusions, 
on  ordinary  occasions,  to  that  direful  event.  The 
country  will  testify  that,  if  there  be  any  thing  in 
the  history  of  my  public  career  worthy  of  recollec- 
tion, it  is  the  truth  and  sincerity  of  my  ardent  devo- 
tion to  its  lasting  preservation.  But  we  should  be 
false  in  our  allegiance  to  it,  if  we  did  not  discrimi- 
nate  between  the  imaginary  and  real  dangers  by 
which  it  may  be  assailed.  Abolition  should  no 
longer  be  regarded  as  an  imaginary  danger.  The 
abolitionists,  let  me  suppose,  succeed  in  their  pre- 
sent aim  of  uniting  the  inhabitants  of  the  free  states 
as  one  man,  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  slave 
slates.  Union  on  the  one  side  will  beget  union  on  the 
other.  And  this  process  of  reciprocal  consolidation 
will  be  attended  with  all  the  violent  prejudices, 
embittered  passions,  and  implacable  animosities 
which  ever  degraded  or  deformed  human  nature. 
A virtual  dissolution  of  the  union  wilt  have  taken 
place,  whilst  the  forms  of  its  existence  remain. 
The  most  valuable  element  of  union,  mutual  kind- 
ness, the  feelings  of  sympathy,  the  fraternal  bonds, 
which  now  happily  unite  us,  will  have  been  extin- 
guished forever.  One  section  will  stand  in  men- 
acing and  hostile  array  against  the  ether.  The  col- 
lision of  opinion  will  be  quickly  followed  by  the 
clash  of  arms.  I will  not  attempt  to  describe  scenes 
which  now  happily  lie  concealed  from  our  view. 
Abolitionists  themselves  would  shrink  back  in  dis- 
may and  horror  at  the  contemplation  of  desolated 
fields,  conflagrated  cities,  murdered  inhabitants',  and 
the  overthrow  of  the  fairest  fabric  of  human  govern- 
ment that  ever  rose  to  animate  the  hopes  of  civilized 
man.  Nor  should  these  abolitionists  flatter  them- 
selves that,  if  they  can  succeed  in  their  object  of 
uniting  the  people  of  the  free  states,  they  will  enter 
the  contest  with  a numerical  superiority  that  must 
ensure  victor}'.  All  history  and  experience  proves 
the  hazard  and  uncertainty  of  war.  And  we  are 
admonished  by  holy  writ  that  the  race  is  not  to  the 
swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong.  But  if  they  were 
to  conquer,  whom  would  they  conquer?  A foreign 
foe — one  who  had  insulted  our  flag,  invaded  our 
shores,  and  laid  our  country  waste  ? No,  sir;  no, 
sir.  It  would  be  a conquest  without  laurels,  with- 
out glory — a self,  a suicidal  conquest — a conquest 
of  brothers  over  brothers,  achieved  by  one  over  an- 
other portion  of  the  descendants  of  common  ances- 
tors, who,  nobly  pledging  their  lives,  their  fortunes, 
and  their  sacred  honor,  had  fought  and  bled,  side  by 
side,  in  many  a hard  battle  on  land  and  ocean,  se- 
vered our  country  from  the  British  crown, and  estab- 
lished our  national  independence. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  slave  states  are  sometimes 
accused  by  their  northern  brethren  with  displaying 


too  much  rashness  and  sensibility  to  Ihe  operations 
and  proceedings  of  abolitionists.  But,  before  they 
can  be  rightly  judged,  there  should  a reversal  of 
conditions.  Let  me  suppose  that  the  people  of  the 
slave  states  were  toform  societies,  subsidize  presses, 
make  large  pecuniary  contributions,  send  forth  nu-  | 
merous  missionaries  throughout  all  their  own  bor- 
ders, and  enter  into  machinations  to  burn  the  beau- 
tiful capitals,  destroy  the  productive  manufactories,  [ 
and  sink  in  the  ocean  the  galiant  ships  of  the  north- , 
ern  states.  Would  these  incendiary  proceedings  be 
regarded  as  neighborly  and  friendly,  and  consistent  | 
with  the  fraternal  sentiments  which  should  ever  be  i 
cherished  by  one  portion  of  the  union  towards  an- 
other? Would  they  excite  no  emotion  ? Occasion  ■ 
no  manifestations  of  dissatisfaction,  nor  lead  to  any  \ 
acts  of  retaliatory  violence?'  But  the  supposed  ease  j 
falls  far  short  of  the  actual  one  in  a most  essential 
circumstance.  In  no  contingency  could  these  cap- 
itals, manufactories,  and  ships  rise  in  rebellion  and 
massacre  inhabitants  of  the  northern  states. 

I am,  Mr.  President,  no  friend  of  slavery.  The  i 
searcher  of  all  hearts  knows  that  every  pulsation  of 
mine  heals  high  and  strong  in  the  cause  of  civil  : 
liberty.  Wherever  it  is  safe  and  practicable,  I de-  : 
sire  to  see  every  portion  of  the  human  family  in  the 
enjoyment  of  it.  But  I prefer  the  liberty  of  my 
own  country  to  that  of  any  other  people;  and  the 
liberty  of  my  own  race  to  that  of  any  other  race. 
The  liberty  of  the  descendants  of  Africa  in  the  ; 
United  States  is  incompatible  with  the  safety  and 
liberty  of  the  European  descendants.  There  sla- 
very forms  an  exception — an  exception  resulting 
from  a stern  and  inexorable  necessity — to  the  gen- 
eral liberty  in  the  United  States.  We  did  not  origi- 
nate, nor  are  we  responsible  for,  this  necessity. 
Their  liberty,  if  it  were  possible,  could  only  be  es- 
tablished by  violating  the  incontestable  powers  of 
the  states,  and  subverting  the  union.  And  beneath 
the  ruins  of  the  union  would  be  buried,  sooner  cr 
later,  the  liberty  of  both  races. 

But  if  one  dark  spot  exists  on  our  political  hori- 
zon, is  it  not  obscured  by  the  bright  and  effulgent 
and  cheering  light  that  beams  all  around  us?  Was 
ever  a people  before  so  blessed  as  we  are,  if  true  to 
ourselves  ? Did  ever  any  other  nation  contain  within 
its  bosom  so  many  elements  of  prosperity,  of  great- 
ness, and  of  glory  ? Our  only  real  danger  lies  ahead, 
conspicuous,  elevated,  and  visible.  It  was  clearly 
discerned  at  tile  commencement,  and  distinctly 
seen  throughout  our  w hole  career.  Shall  we  wan- 
tonly run  upon  it,  and  destroy  all  the  glorious  anti- 
cipations of  the  high  destiny  that  awaits  us?  I 
beseech  the  abolitionists  themselves  solemnly  to 
pause  in  (heir  inad  and  fatal  course.  Amidst  the 
infinite  variery  of  objects  of  humanity  and  benevo- 
lence which  invite  the  employment  of  their  ener- 
gies, let  them  select  some  one  more  harmless,  that 
does  not  threaten  to  deluge  our  country  in  blood. 

I call  upon  that  small  portion  of  the  clergy,  which 
has  lent  itself  to  these  wild  and  ruinous  schemes, 
not  to  forget  the  holy  nature  of  the  divine  mission 
of  the  founder  of  our  religion,  and  to  profit  by  his 
peaceful  examples.  I entreat  that  portion  of  my 
countrywomen  who  have  given  their  countenance 
to  abolition,  to  remember  that  they  are  ever  most 
loved  and  honored  when  moving  in  their  own  ap- 
propriate and  delightful  sphere  ; and  to  reflect  that 
the  ink  which  they  shed  in  subscribing  with  their 
fair  hands  abolition  petitions,  may  prove  but  the 
prelude  to  the  shedding  of  the  blood  of  their  breth- 
ren. I adjure  all  the  inhabitants  of  theiree  states 
to  rebuke  and  discountenance,  by  their  opinion  and 
their  example,  measures  which  must  inevitably 
lead  to  the  most  calamitous  consequences.  And  let 
us  all,  as  countrymen,  as  friends,  and  as  brothers, 
cherish  in  unfading  memory  the  motto  which  bore 
our  ancestors  triumphantly  through  all  the  trials  of 
the  revolution,  as,  if  adhered  to,  it  will  conduct  their 
posterity  through  all  that  may,  in  the  dispensations 
of  Providence,  be  reserved  for  them. 


CONGRESSIONAL. 

In  the  senate,  on  the  6lh  instant,  Mr  Morris  of 
Ohio,  stated  that  he  had  several  petitions  praying 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in 
the  Bistrict  of  Columbia,  the  prohibition  of  the 
slave  trade  among  the  states,  and  that  no  new  state 
may  be  admitted  into  the  union  whose  constitution 
tolerates  slavery ; w hich  he  had  been  receiving  from 
time  to  time,  though  he  had  foreborne  to  present 
them,  because  he  was  unwilling  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  senate  at  a period  like  the  present, 
when  every  moment  was  valuable.  He  desired, 
however,  to  place  himself  in  a proper  position  be- 
fore his  constituents  and  the  world.  The  manner 
in  which  these  petitions  were  treated  amounted,  in, 
fact,  to  rejection.  He  had  drafted  a preamble  and 
several  resolutions,  explanatory  of  iiis  views  on 
the  subject,  which  he  did  not  ask  to  have  then  con- 
sidered, but  he  wished  them  printed  and  laid  on! 
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ho  table  for  the  further  consideration  of  senators. 

.Mr.  (VI.  then  read  the  following  preamble  and 
esotutions  : 

Whereas,  the  right  and  privilege  of  petition  is  an 
xisting  principle,  established  by  the  laws  of  nature  in 
.11  animate  beings  which  are  made  capable  to  feel  or 
> sutler,  and  is  designed  to  be  exercised,  not  far  oppo- 
i lion  or  resistance,  but  for  relief  or  to  obtain  favor  only, 
ltd  this  right,  when  the  people  peaceably  exercise  it 
Jr  relief  or  favor  from  the  government,  is  placed  in  the 
onstitution  of  tire  United  States,  and  above  the  power 
f legislative  bodies,  who  cannot  controvert  the  time 
.’here,  or  the  manner,  or  the  matter  in  and  upon  which 
te  people  shall  petition.  But  recent  events  in  congress, 
j their  proceedings  on  this  important  subject,  have 
;nde red  it  doubtful  in  many  minds  how  far  that  body 
insiders  the  people  justifiable,  and  ought  to  be  heard, 
t the  exercise  of  their  rights,  and  more  especially  on 
te  subject  of  slavery,  the  slave  trade,  and  the  abolition 
f slavery.  And  as  it  is  an  undoubted  truth  that  on  all 
lbjecis  upon  which  legislative  bodies  can  act,  petitions 
tay  be  presented ; and  it  seems  equally  clear  that 
very  intelligent  human  being,  who  is  subject  to  this 
ction,  ought  to  enjoy  tile  right  to  its  fullest  extent : 

H esolvcd,  therefore,  That,  as  the  people  of  the  United 
tates,  or  certain  portions  of  them,  claim  to  have  an 
ndeniable  right  to  petition  congress  to  abolish  slavery 
t the  District  of  Columbia,  to  suppress  the  slave  trade 
terein  and  between  the  different  states  and  territories, 
r between  them  and  the  republic  of  Texas,  and  against 
ic  admission  of  any  new  state  into  the  union  whose 
institution  tolerates  slavery,  in  as  full,  free,  and  com- 
lete  a manner  as  they  can  exercise  this  right  on  any 
:her  subject,  it  is  therefore  expedient  that  all  the  peti- 
ons  on  the  aforesaid  subjects,  or  any  of  them,  pre- 
■n'ed  to  congress  by  any  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
nited  Suites,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  ju- 
iciary,  which  committee  is  instructed  to  inquire  and 
vport  to  die  senate  their  opinion  on  the  following 
eitits: 

1st.  Whether  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
te  right  to  petition  on  any  of  the  subjects  mentioned. 
2d.  Whether  congress  can  abolish  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
ict  of  Columbia. 

3J.  Whether  congress  have  the  power  to  abolish 
avery  in  the  territories. 

4th.  Whether  congress  have  the  power  to  create, 
itroduce,  or  establish  slavery  in  any  territory  acquired 
y the  United  States  in  which  slavery  did  not  exist  at 
te  time  it  was  acquired. 

5th.  Whether  congress  has  the  power  or  right  to  re- 
rain or  abridge  any  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
tizens,  because  the  exercise  of  such  right  may  tend 
1 call  in  question  the  justice  and  policy  of  slavery,  or 
weaken  or  abolish  that  system  in  any  of  th6  sta’es. 
6th.  Whether  congress  can,  directly  or  indirectly, 
institutionally  restrain  or  abridge  the  freedom  of 
leech  or  of  the  press,  or  the  right  of  petition. 

7th.  Whether  congress  has  power  to  provide  for  the 
(otection  of  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens 
'any  state,  from  violence  and  injury  being  done  such 
tizens  when  in  another  state;  and  also  to  protect  the 
tizens  of  any  state,  who  think  proper,  within  their 
vn  state,  to  speak,  write,  print,  and  publish  their 
billions  against  the  moral,  political,  or  religious  insti- 
ll lions  of  another  state,  from  trial  and  punishment  in 
e state  whose  institutions  such  speaking,  writing, 
tinting,  and  publishing  was  designed  to  effect. 

8th.  Whether  congress  has  the  power  to  declare 
hat  shall  or  shall  not  be  made  property  by  any  of  the 
ites. 

1 9th . Whether  congress  has  the  power  to  authorize 
e sale  of  slaves  as  property  to  discharge  a judgment 
favor  of  the  United  States. 

,10th.  Whether  a removal  of  the  seat  of  government 
to  a state  in  which  slavery  does  not  exist  would  not  he 
pedient,  consistent  with  sound  policy,  and  promote 
; quiet  and  safety  of  the  country. 

Resolved , further,  That,  as  congress  has  no  power 
,er  the  persons  of  slaves  as  property  in  any  state,  or 
s3  subject  of  slavery  therein,  a recession  of  die  Dis- 
ct  of  Columbia  to  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
id  ought  to  be  made  to  prevent  the  exercise  of  such 
wer  in  the  ten  miles  square. 

Resolved,  further,  That  it  belongs  exclusively  to  the 
.tes  of* this  union  to  provide  that  a person  who  may 
held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  state,  under  the  laws 
:reof,  and  who  shall  escape  into  another  state,  shall 
delivered  up  by  such  sta'e  to  the  party  to  whom 
:h  service  may  be  due,  and  that  the  states,  as  par- 
3 to  the  compact  of  the  union,  are  in  good  faith 
nnd  to  make  such  provision. 

Resolved, further,  That  congress  ha3  not  the  power 
authorize  or  permit  a person  to  take  into,  or  to  hold 
property  in  any  state,  that  which  the  constitution 
u laws  of  such  state  declare  shall  not  he  held  as  pro- 
rty  therein  ; hut  the  citizens  of  such  state  ought  to 
protected  in  the  several  states  in  the  enjoyment  of 
privileges  and  immunities  that  citizens  of  the  stale 
: entitled  to,  and  to  none  other. 

Resolved,  further,  That  it  would  be  expedient  and 
>per  for  congress  to  ascertain  the  number  of  slaves 
the  District  of  Columbia,  the  extent  of  the  slave 
de  carried  on  within  and  from  the  district;  whether 
:h  slaves  are  purchased  in  the  district,  or  brought 
hin  the  same  from  the  states  for  exportation  ; and 
v many  have  been  taken  from  the  slates  for  expor- 
on  ; and  how  many  have  been  taken  from  the  dis- 
t,  within  the  last  two  years,  for  sale,  and  to  what 
rket  they  were  taken,  whether  within  or  without  the 
i ted  States. 


Mr.  M.  moved  that  they  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hubbard  said  lie  was  totally  opposed  to  the 
consideration  of  these  resolutions,  or  of  any  thing 
touching  the  matter  they  involved.  As  long  as  he 
had  been  in  the  senate,  he  had  ever  made  it  a mat- 
ter of  policy  as  well  as  duty  to  let  the  matter  alone  ; 
to  give  it  no  countenance  whatever  in  the  senate. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  rose  to  make  a question  of 
order  on  the  reception. 

The  Chair  was  understood  to  say,  the  rule  was 
imperative;  that  the  senator  had  the  undoubted 
right  to  present,  and  lay  on  the  table  for  considera- 
tion, any  resolution,  and  when  it  came  up,  as  a mat- 
ter of  course,  the  senate  might  then  act  as  it  should 
deem  fit. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  would  ask,  Suppose  a 
senator  presented  libellous  matter,  did  the  chair 
contend  that  it  might  not  be  rejected  on  the  spot? 

The  Chair  said  the  right  was  undoubted  under 
the  rule.  If  the  rule  was  wrong,  the  chair  was  not 
to  blame. 

Mr.  Foster  asked  if  he  was  to  understand  that  the 
senate  had  not  the  right  to  protect  itself  fiom  tile 
reception  of  improper  communications  ? If  so,  it 
was  very  strange  to  him.  He  was  a novice  in  such 
matters,  he  admitted ; but  lie  was  of  opinion  it  had 
the  right. 

Mr.  Morris  withdrew  the  motion  to  print,  and  the 
resolutions  were  laid  over  under  the  rule. 

On  the  8th  these  resolutions  came  up  for  consi- 
deration, when 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  demanded  the  question  of 
their  consideration. 

Mr.  Norvcll  said  it  was  very  evident  that  the  con- 
sideration of  these  resolutions  would  lead  to  a long 
aud  interminable  abolition  discussion,  and  every 
senator  must  be  convinced  that  this  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  no  good  result.  For  the  purpose,  there- 
fore, of  getting  rid  of  the  resolutions,  he  moved  to 
lay  the  questioh  of  their  consideration  on  the  table, 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion, 
which  were  ordered. 

M r. ■Buchanan  requested  the  senator  from  Michi- 
gan to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a moment.  [Mr. 
Norvell  assented.}  He  said  he  should  vote  against 
the  proposition  to  lay  upon  the  table.  Fhjin  his 
whole  course  on  the  subject  of  these  abolition  peti- 
tions, ’he  supposed  no  person  would  suspect  him  of 
being  friendly  to  them,  or  to  tlleir  objects.  But  lair 
play  is  a jewel;  and  he  thought  that  the  senator 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Morris,)  had  a right  to  be  heard, 
and  to  reply  to  the  reuvark3  that  were  made  in  the 
senate  on  this  subject  yesterday.  That  being  done, 
he  was  willing  to  take  any  course  which  might  put 
the  subject  effectually  at  rest. 

Mr.  Hubbard  said  that  there  was  no  want  of  “ fair 
play”  in  the  course  proposed  by  the  senator  from 
Michigan.  What  is  proposed  ? The  senator  from 
Ohio  has  submitted  to  the  senate  a series  of  resolu- 
tions upon  the  subject  of  domestic  slavery — resolu- 
tions embracing  subjects  important  in  their  charac- 
ter; and  if  these  resolutions  be  now  taken  up,  in  bis 
opinion,  they  would  inevitably  lead  to  debate.  The 
senator  from  Alabama  raises  the  question  of  consi- 
deration, and  the  senator  from  Michigan  moves  to 
lay  that  question  on  the  table.  The  object  is  mani- 
festly to  avoid  discussion  at  this  time  ; and  this  was, 
in  his  judgment,  the  course  which  ought  to  be  pur- 
sued upon  the  resolution.  But  the  senator  from 
Ohio  is  not  thereby  precluded  from  offering  his 
view's  upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  He  can,  if  he 
pleases,  in  imitation  of  the  example  set  by  the  sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  yesterday,  present  his  views  at 
large  on  offering  to  the  senate  a memorial  upon  that 
subject.  This  right  he  has,  this  privilege  lie  now 
enjoys,  if  he  chooses  to  exercise  it,  and  Mr.  H.  knew 
of  no  rule  of  the  senate  which  could  prevent  him,  or 
any  senator,  from  going  fully  into  the  subject  of  any 
memorial  he  might  be  called  upon  to  present.  But 
he  did  hope  that  the  resolutions  offered  by  the  sena- 
tor from  Ohio  would  not  be  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, for  ifonce  before  the  senate  they  would  be  debat- 
ed, and  such  a debate  could  lead  to  no  profitable  re- 
sult. At  this  period  of  the  session  he  was  utterly 
opposed  to  bringing  them  before  the  senate,  and  he 
should,  with  great  pleasure,  vote  in  favor  of  th£  mo- 
lion  of  his  friend  from  Michigan. 

Mr.  Morris  felt  very  much  obliged  to  the  senator 
from  New  Hampshire  for  the  information  that  lie 
had  the  same  right  as  any  other  senator  to  express 
his  opinions  on  subjects  brought  before  that  body. 
He  supposed  he  ought  lo  return  him  profound  thanks 
for  this  gracious  privilege.  Mr.  M.  proceeded  to 
comment  oil  the  course  of  senators  with  much  se- 
verity, when  he  was  called  to  older  by  the  president. 
Mr.  M.  wished  to  know  in  what  lie  was  out  of 

order:  in  Hie  language  he  had  used,  or 

The  President  said  the  motion  made  by  the  sena- 
tor from  Michigan  was  not  a debatable  one,  and 
therefore  all  discussion  on  it  was  out  of  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 


the  motion  to  consider  on  the  table,  and  decided  in 
the  affii  mative — yeas  22,  nays  20,  as  follows  : 
YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun 
Clay,  of  Ala.,  Foster.  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn’ 
Lumpkin,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvelfi  Pierce’ 
Preston,  Roane  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Spence’ 
White — 22.  ’ 

• NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  of  Ky., 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  McKean,  Morris,  Niles, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Ind., 
Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Wall,  Williams,  of  Me., 
Young — 20. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

THIRD  SESStOK — SENATE. 

February  8.  The  Vice  Piesulenl  communicated 
to  the  senate  a report  from  the  secretary  ol  the  trea- 
sury, in  obedience  to  a resolution  asking  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  banking  privileges  in  Wisconsin, 
and  other  territories,  and  whether  such  moneys  had 
been  received  for  public  lands. 

Also,  a memorial  from  Ohio  City,  Ohio,  com- 
plaining of  the  neutrality  law. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  a memorial  from  certain 
merchants,  mechanics,  traders,  and  other  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  praying  congress  (o  appropriate 
the  necessary  funds  to  erect  a new  custom-house 
for  tiiat  collection  district. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finat.ee,  re- 
ported tile  hill  more  effectually  to  secure  public’mo- 
ney  in  the  hands  of  officers  and  agents  of  the  gov- 
ernment. b 

Mr.  W.  said,  as  the  amendments  were  somewhat 
voluminous,  and  some  sections  added,  he  would 
move  that  the  bill  be  printed  as  amended,  and  made 
the  special  order  ol  the  day  for  Tuesday  next- 
which  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reported  the  bill  to  establish  a board  ol  commis- 
sioners to  hear  and  examine  claims  against  the 
United  States,  and  moved  that  it  be  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Monday  next;  which  was  concur- 
red in. 

Also,  made  a report  on  Z'j  much  of  the  letter  of 
Marie  Helerie  America  Vespucci  as  relates  to  citi- 
zenship, asking  to  be  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration,  on  the  ground  that  the  government 
ot  the  United  States,  being  one  of  limited  powers 
had  no  authority  to  pass  an  act  of  special  naturali- 
zation. 

The  resolutions  of  Mr.  Morris  on  the  subject  of 
abolition,  were  taken  up  and  disposed  of  as  stated 
in  our  sketch  of  Wednesday’s  proceedings  when 
they  were  introduced.  ° ' 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  c"  tain 
federal  officers  in  elections  was  taken  up;  when 

Mr.  Crillenden  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  at 
length  ; and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walt,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

February  9.  The  President  communicated  a let- 
ter lrotn  the  secretary  of  w ar,  enclosing  a report 
from  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs,  relative  to 
the  expenses  incurred  in  negotiating  and  conclud- 
ing the  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  war  department 
enclosing  a report  trom  the  same  officer,  in  relation 
to  the  commissions  allowed  for  the  adjudication  of 
claims  under  the  Cherokee  treaty. 

Mr.  Prentiss  presented  the  proceedings  of  a state 
military  convention  holden  at  Montpelier,  in  Ver- 
mont, proposing  a more  efficient  system  for  the 
organization  and  discipline  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,  and  praying  that  the  system  proposed 
may  be  adopted  by  congress. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  he  would  not  only  move  that  (he 
memorial  and  proceedings  he  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  militia,  and  that  the  usual  number  be 
printed,  but  he  would  also  move  for  the  printing  of 
an  extra  number  of  live  thousand  copies.  He  felt 
himself  called  upon  to  make  this  additional  motion, 
both  by  the  nature  and  importance  of  Ihe  subject 
arid  the  character  and  standing  of  the  memorialists' 
Ihe  papers  were  drawn  up  by  a gentleman  of  ac- 
knowledged military  science  and  reputation,  for- 
merly favorably  known  as  superintendent  of  the 
military  academy  at  West  Point,  and  more  recently 
as  principal  ot  a military  school  of  much  repute  iii 
Vermont.  The  subject  was  one  of  great  and  gene- 
ral interest  to  the  country;  it  was  attracting  the 
special  attention  of  the  legislatures  of  many  of  the 
states,  and  Mr.  P.  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hub!- ard  supported  the  motion,  and  spoke  of 
the  great  value  of  the  document,  and  the  distinguish- 
ed military  skill  of  col.  Partridge,  one  of  its  authors  ; 
alter  which  the  question  was  Taken,  and  the  motion' 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  the  petition  of  Enoch  Gid- 
dings,  asking  to  be  compensated  foi  an  improve- 
ment in  ordnance.  , 

Mr.  Foster,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals  reported  a bill  to  authorize  the  Washington, 
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county  turnpike  company,  in  Missouri,  to  construct 
a road  through  the  pirblic  lands  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Linn,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of  notice 
given,  introduced  a lull  to  amend  the  act  of  the  3d 
March,  1837,  entitled  “an  act  supplementary  to  Ihe 
act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of 
the  United  States;’"  which  was  twice  read  and  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Linn  gave  notice  that  he  would  ask  leave,  on 
Monday  next,  to  bring  in  a bill  to  grant  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
land  to  the  Iron  Mountain  company,  in  the  state  of 
Missouri,  to  aid  said  company  in  the  construction 
of  a railroad  from  the  Iron  Mountain  to  the  Missis- 
sippi river. 

Mr.  Norveli  introduced  a bill  to  alter  the  times  of 
holding  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  Michigan. 

A number  of  private  bills  were  reported. 

Mr.  Morris  presented  a number  of  petitions  from 
citizens  of  the  states  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and 
New  York,  one  signed  by  a woman  and  her  daugh- 
ters, and  two  signed  by  Arthur-Tappan  of  New 
York,  all  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  suppression  of  the  trade 
in  slaves  between  the  states,  and  praying  that  no 
state  may  be  admitted  into  the  union  whose  consti- 
tution tolerates  slavery. 

Mr.  M.  addressed  the  senate  at  great  length,  and 
with  much  warmth,  in  support  of  the  objects  of  the 
petitioners,  and  concluded  by  moving  that  the  pe- 
titions be  received  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary  ; but,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lumpkin,  the 
question  of  their  reception  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  D avis, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  the  senate  the  annual  amount  of 
nett  revenue  collected  from  all  sources  in  each  year  for 
the  last  ten  years,  designating,  as  far  as  it  can  conve- 
niently be  done,  the  several  kinds  ot  goods  from  which 
revenue  derived  from  imports  is  raised  ; and  the  amount 
derived  from  each  kind  in  each  year,  and  also  the  rate 
of  duty. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the 
arm  d occupation  of  that  part  of  the  territory  of 
Florida  now  overrun  by  battds  of  marauding  In- 
dians ; which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the 
question  being  on  the  motion  for  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill. 

On  taking  this  question,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  20,  nays  24,  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kv.,  Clayton,  Da- 
vis, Foster,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Inda., 
Spence,  Svvifr,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  and  White. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Ala.,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
Kind,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouron,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor- 
veli, Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Conn., 
Wall,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wright,  and  Young. 

Mr.  Benton  offered  several  amendments  to  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill,  which  w'ere  adopted. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Mississippi,  offered  an  amend- 
ment requiring  the  settler  to  be  over  eighteen  years 
of  age,  to  be  entitled  to  the  grant  of  land  provided 
in  the  bill ; which  was  adopted  ; and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Benton,  the  bill  was  ordered 
do  be  printed  and  lie  over  till  Monday. 

After  an  executive  session,  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  11.  The  Chair  laid  before  the  senate  a 
communication  from  the  secretary  of  war  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  25th  ultimo,  on 
the  subject  of  the  abandonment  of  Fort  Armstrong, 
in  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  the  disposition  subse- 
quently made  of  it. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  American  Silk 
Company. 

Mr.  XVebster  presented  the  memorial  of  Daniel 
Raymond,  on  the  subject  of  an  improved  financial 
system  for  the  United  States;  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  finance. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  preamble 
and  joint  resolutions  of  the  legislature  ol  Alabama, 
on  the  subject  of  the  currency,  and  the  various  ques- 
tions which  have  agitated  the  country ; which  were 
read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Southard  presented  a report  made  in  the  legis- 
lature of  New  Jersey,  accompanied  by  certain  re- 
solutions on  the  subject  of  the  disposition  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  ; laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  introduced  a joint  resolu- 
tion of  the  general  as'sembly  of  that  state,  deprecat- 
ing any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  legislatures 
of  the  states,  or  of  congress,*  with  the  domestic  in- 
stitutions of  the  slave  holding  states,  without  their 
consent;  which,  on  his  motion,  was  read,  ordered  to 
he  printed,  and- laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lyon  presented  the  petition  ot  several  young 
men,  occupants  and  cultivators,  but  not  “ housekeep- 
ers by  personal  residence,”  on  the  public  lands  in 


Kalamazoo  county,  Michigan,  praying  congress  to  so 
modify  the  existing  law  as  to  give  them  the  right  of 
pre-emption. 

Mr.  Morris  presented  several  petitions  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  union,  and 
moved  that  they  be  received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  the 
motion  to  receive  them  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  committee  on  commerce,  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the  house  for 
the  relief  of  certain  umbrella  manufacturers,  reported 
the  same,  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Lyon,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals, 
to  which  was  referred  two  memorials  of  the  legisla- 
tive assembly  of  the  territory  of  Wisconsin  on  the 
subject,  reported  a bill  making  grants  of  land  to  said 
territory,  in  aid  of  certain  internal  improvements; 
read,  anti  ordered  to  a second  reading,  and  the  ac- 
companying report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  L.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  making  grants  of  land  to  the  terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin  in  aid  of  certain  internal  improve- 
ments. moved  to  be  discharged  lrom  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof,  the  objects  of  the  bill  being  em- 
braced in  the  one  just  reported  by  him  ; the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Nicholas  submitted  the  following  motion, 
which  was  considered,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  senate  what  has  been  done,  or  is 
doing,  towards  increasing  the  depth  of  water  in  the 
mouths  of  the  Mississippi,  the  orders  given,  and  the  re- 
ports received  in  relation  thereto,  the  amount  of  appro- 
priation now  necessary,  if  any,  fur  the  continuance  of 
the  work,  and  a detailed  statement  of  the  expenditures 
under  former  appropriations. 

Mr.  Benton  observed  that  some  days  ago,  in  the 
discussion  of  a bill  then  before  the  senate,  he  had  oc- 
casion to  lake  some  notice  of  the  compromise  act ; and 
he  then  made  a statement  of  what  had  passed  in  re- 
lation to  it  between  himself  and  a gentleman  who 
was  then  a senator  from  the  state  of  New  Jersey, 
and  head  of  the  committee  on  manufactures.  Since 
making  that  statement  he  had  had  reason  to  address 
a letter  to  the  gentleman  whose  name  he  mentioned 
(governor  Dickerson)  on  the  subject,  and  he  had  re- 
ceived an  answer  which  he  would  read  to  the  senate, 
and  then  let  that  answer  stand  as  his  statement.  Mr. 
B.  here  read  the  following  : 

Suckasunny,  (N.  J.)  Feb.  5,  1839. 

Dear  sir : Last  evening  I received  yours  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  which,  no  doubt,  Had  been  detained  on  the  road 
a day  or  two,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  rain  by 
which  our  country  has  been  lately  deluged. 

Your  letter  contains  an  extract  from  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  in  which  it  is  denied  that  Mr. 
Webster  had  said  to  me  that  he  had  not  been  consulted 
as  to  the  compromise  bill,  &c.,  and  you  ask  for  my  re- 
collections as  to  this  iact.  1 hasten  to  relate  to  you  the 
facts  in  this  case,  so  far  as  I can  now  recollect  them. 
On  the  day  before  Mr.  Clay  introduced  this  bill  into  the 
senate,  he  mentioned  to  me  that  he  had  given  notice 
that  he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  bill  on  the 
next  day,  some  of  the  leading  features  of  which  he 
stated  to  me.  I had  not  heard  the  notice  given.  He 
said  he  had  intended  to  show  tne  the  bill,  but  had  been 
prevented  by  a multiplicity  of  business  in  which  he  had 
been  engaged,  but  that  I should  see  it  in  the  morning. 

Next  morning  I waited  upon  Mr.  Webster,  and  asked 
him  if  he  was  aware  that  such  a bill  was  to  be  intro- 
duced. He  assured  me  that  he  was  not,  and  that  he 
had  not  been  consulted  upon  it,  and  expressed  himself 
strongly  of  the  disapprobation  with  which  such  a mea- 
sure would  be  received  in  New  England. 

In  the  morning  I arrived  at  my  seat  some  minutes 
after  the  business  of  the  day  had  commenced,  and  I 
found  that  Mr.  Clay  had  made  his  motion  for  leave. to 
introduce  his  bill.  Had  I arrived  before  the  business 
of  the  day  had  commenced,  no  doubt  I should  have 
had  the  opportunity  of  perusing  the  bill  before  it  was 
presented.  As  it  was,  I never  saw  it  until  it  was  in 
print. 

Mr.  Webster,  as  well  as  myself,  opposed  this  bill,  and 
both  voted  against  it.  If  you  read  the  debates  that  took 
place  in  the  senate  on  the  subject,  on  the  21st,  22d.  and 
23J  February,  ’33,  I think  you  will  be  convinced  that 
neither  Mr.  Webster  nor  myself  could  have  had  any 
previous  notice  of  this  bill.  I have  not  the  file  of  papers 
by  me,  but  you  may  easily  find  them  at  Washington. 

I will,  however,  refer  you  to  Mr.  Webster’s  speech  upon 
this  bill,  reported  in  Niles’  Register,  4th  Series,  vol.  8, 
page  7,  in  which  you  will  find  abundant  proof  that  lie 
could  not  have  been  consulted  as  to  its  objector  details. 
Among  other  expressions  are  these  : “ There  was  no 

expectation  at  the  commencement  of  this  short  session 
that  such  a bill  would  be  passed.  The  senate  had  not 
had  time  to  know  the  pleasure  of  their  masters.  No 
opportunity  had  been  offered  for  obtaining  a knowledge 
of  either  the  course  of  public  opinion,  or  the  effect  of  this 
measure  on  the  public  interests.’’  If  Mr.  Webster  had 
been  consulted  on  this  bill,  would  he  have  made  such 
declarations  ? or  if  made,  would  they  have  passed  un- 
answered ? 

Mr.  Clay  had  previously  stated  to  me  his  fears,  that 
Mr.  Verplanck’s  bill,  which  he  considered  as  an  ad- 


ministration measure,  or  some  other  bill  originating  from 
the  same  source,  would  pass,  greatly  to  the  injury,  if  rfot 
destruction,  of  the  manufacturing  interest  ol  the  coun- 
try, and  suggested  the  propriety  of  making  further  con- 
cessions,'in  addition  tu  those  of  the  law  of  ‘32,  as  the 
only  means  of  saving  even  a part  of  the  protective  sys- 
tem, but  without  stating  what  those  concessions  should 
be.  I answered  him  that  I did  not  fear  Mr.  Verplanck’s 
bill ; that  it.  cuuld  never  pass,  that  it  was  already  so 
altered  and  amended  that  i did  not  believe  Mr.  Ver- 
planck  would  vote  for  it  himself;  and  that,  atall  events, 
we  should  suffer  the  law  of  1832  to  go  into  complete 
operation  before  we  should  make  any  alterations  in 
its  provisions. 

There  was  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Clay  to 
consult  me  on  his  bill ; what  he  said  to  me  I considered 
as  a mere  act  of  courtesy.  The  bill  originated  with 
himself,  without  any  participation  of  the  committee  on 
manufactures,  of  which  both  he  and  I were  members. 
The  fact,  however,  that  I was  associated  with  him  on 
that  committee,  led  to  a belief  that  I must  have  been 
acquainted  with  the  provisions  of  the  bill  before  it  was 
matured,  and  subjected  me  to  some  unpleasant  inqui- 
ries, as  to  this  fact,  in  one  of  which,  no  doubt,  I stated 
to  you  the  conversation  I had  had  with  Mr.  Webster. 

I regret  extremely  being  called  on  to  state  conversa- 
tions long  past,  with  gentlemen  whose  recollections 
now,  or  understanding  at  the  time,  may  not  be  precisely 
the  same  as  my  own  ; more  especially  as  there  was 
much  misapprehension  in  the  public  papers  as  to  the 
debates  upon  this  bill. 

I am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MAHLON  DICKERSON. 

Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  felt  himself  called  on  to  write 
(o  governor  Dickerson,  to  know  whether  he  had 
made  any  mistake  in  the  statement  he  gave  as  to 
what  had  passed  between  them.  He  now  presented  , 
governor  Dickerson’s  own  words,  by  which  it  would 
be  seen  that  tile  statement  he  had  made  was  substan- 
tially correct. 

M r.  Webster  was  understood  to  say,  that,  of  course,  * 
it  was  very  well  known  that  Mr. W.  thought  the  com 
promise  act  a very  inexpedient  measure.  It  was  nut 
true,  however,  that  Mr.  W.  ever  complained  of  any 
want  of  courtesy  or  kindness  on  the  part  of  the 
honorable  member,  in  not  consulting  Mr.  W.  or 
others,  who  were  not  consulted  in  regard  to  his  in- 
tention. The  truth  w as,  that  some  weeks,  before  ' 
the  introduction  of  the  bill,  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky bad  intimated  toMr.  V7.  his  purpose  of  bring-  , * 
ing  forward  an  important  measure  ; but  whether  " 
Mr.  W.  was  acquainted  with  the  character  of  that 
measure  before  it  was  introduced,  he  did  not  now 
recollect;  nor  did  he  recollect  what  Mr.  Dick- i 
erson  had  stated,  though  the  statement  might  be 
correct.  But  Mr.  W.  wished  it  to  be  perfectly  ' 
understood,  that  differing  entirely  from  the  sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  in  regard  to  the  expediency  of 
that  measure,  arid  opposing  it  from  the  first,  he 
never  did,  nor,  as  far  as  he  knew,  did  other  gentle-  1 
men  who  acted  with  him,  think  there  was  any  oc- 
casion to  find  fault  because  they  wer-e  not  con- 
sulted. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  : I do  not  know,  sir, 
as  it  is  of  tile  slightest  consequence  to  inform  yon, 
the  senate,  or  the  public,  in  regard  to  the  previous 
consultations  and  interview’s  which  led  to  this 
great  and  important  measure.  It  is  sufficient  for 
the  compromise  act  to  say,  that  it  was  submitted 
by  myself,  on  my  own  responsibility,  and  after  due 
noice  given,  and  that  it  was  passed  by  the  legisla-  ( 
ture  ol  the  country,  and  to  this  I may  add  that  it  l 
was  after  a full  discussion,  both  in  the  seriate  and 
the  house,  in  each  of  which  it  received  a strong 
majority,  and  in  the  other  branch  with  an  enthusi-  | 
aslic  expression  of  opinion  in  its  favor  almost  un- 
exampled. I am  not  responsible  for  any  consulta- 
tions that  may  have  been  omitted,  or  that  may  have 
taken  place  prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  measure. 

It  is  enough  that  it  was  introduced  and  passed  by  | 
the  legislature,  and  that  it  received  the  almost  uni- 
versal approbation  of  the  people 

But  as  a matter  of  personal  and  particular  history 
connected  with  the  subject,  I beg  leave  to  state  I 
what  I have  frequently  said  and  repeated,  that,  in  1 
December  of  1332,  I arrived  here  from  Ashland,  not 
in  the  best  health  and  spirits,  and  went  to  Philadel-  J 
phiruwith  my  now  deceased  friend,  the  senator  from  ] 
Louisiana,  whom  1 cannot  mention  without  express-  j 
ing  the  deepest  regret  at  his  loss  to  his  friends  and 
Ihe  country.  I went  to  Philadelphia  in  company 
with  him,  and,  whilst  I was  there,  as  I have  again 
and  again  stated  to  the  senate,  the  projet  of  the  com- 
promise act  first  occurred  to  my  mind,  and  it  became  '• 
a subject  of  consideration  with  me,  and  afterwards! 
with  that  friend.  Whilst  I w as  there,  the  senator*  i 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster)  passed  (hroughH 
that  city  on  his  way  to  this  place,  and  I then  com-fi 
municated  to  him  the  outlines  of  the  plan  of  a com-llf 
promise  for  a certain  number  of  years  on  the  tariiflf 
policy.  It  is  true  that  he  disapproved  of  the  planjt 
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But,  after  he  left  Philadelphia,  various  manufactur- 
ers waited  on  me,  and  asked  me  what  was  to  be 
done  to  save  that  great  interest,  the  destruction  ol 
which  both  they  and  I believed  to  be  impending 
over  it.  I proposed  my  plan  to  them,  and  it  met 
their  unanimous  approbation,  hearty,  cordial,  and 
sincere. 

On  my  arrival  at  this  place,  one  of  the  first  sen- 
ators that  I consulted  was  the  senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts on  my  lett,  (Mr.  Davis,)  which  was  due  to 
him  on  account  of  the  active  and  distinguished  part 
he  bore  in  that' policy.  I stated  the  plan  to  him  for 
his  consideration.  At  first  it  met  his  approbation, 
and  he  applied  to  it  the  appellation  ol  “ a lease  for  a 
term  of  years,”  which  was  afterwards  applied  by 
others.  He  subsequently  was  opposed  to  it,  and 
voted  against  it. 

But  this  was  not  all.  The  committee  of  a meet- 
ing of  manufacturers  at  Baltimore  came  to  see  me, 
to  whom  also  I presented  my  plan ; and,  with  the 
exception  of  one  man,  who  hesitated  for  a time, 
(Mr.  Ellicott, ) those  who  waited  on  me  on  that  oc- 
casion concurred  in  the  propriety  of  the  measure. 
There  were  also  other  manufacturers  here  from 
Rhode  Island,  and  other  parts  of  the  union,  and  the 
result  was,  that  I found  them  every  where,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  heartily  in  favor  of  the  mea- 
sure. It  is  true  that  I found  gentlemen  of  a politi- 
cal character,  in  more  instances  than  I hoped,  op- 
posed to  the  measure  ; but  I believe  they  were 
generally  aware  that  it  was  to  be  introduced.  Prior 
to  its  introduction,  [ called  a meeting  of  my  politi- 
cal friends,  at  which  I think  the  senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Webster)  was  piesent;  he  was  cer- 
tainly summoned,  but  I am  not  certain  that  he  was 
present.  The  senator  Irom  Rhode  Island  (Mr. 
Knight)  was  present,  with  some  eight  or  ten  other 
senators,  and  tile  bill  was  read  to  them,  and  consid- 
ered and  discussed  by  them.  I think  all  this  was 
prior  to  my  notice  of  an  intention  to  introduce  the 
bill.  And  the  fact  that  I had  the  measure  in  con- 
templation was  no  secret  in  either  house  of  congress, 
or  in  the  city,  and,  in  short,  I learned  practically  on 
that  occasion,  that,  although  it  is  important  to  con- 
sult in  regard  to  any  new  and  important  measure, 
consultation  may  be  carried  too  tar,  for  in  that  case 
it  led  to  two  motions  in  tire  other  house,  Which  were 
founded  on  a glimpse  of  the  plan,  and  intended  to 
anticipate  it.  I was  so  provoked  at  this  result  of 
the  want  of  concealment,  that  I hesitated  whether 
I should  not  abandon  my  purpose  altogether,  and 
leave  the  question  to  its  fate.  But  I finally  deter- 
mined, notwithstanding,  to  introduce  the  measure. 

Sir,  I say  again,  as  to  this  consultation,  it  is  now 
a point  of  no  importance,  except  to  history.  The 
reception,  passage,  and  approbation  of  the  measure 
were  sufficient.  But,  lest  I should  be  supposed  on 
any  occasion  to  be  wanting  in  proper  respect  to  my 
friends,  and  that  the  world  may  know,  if  they  care 
about  knowing  it,  I now  say  that  there  was  all  pro- 
per consultation  in  regard  to  that  measure,  with  all 
the  persons  whom  I felt  myself  bound  to  consult. 

In  regard  to  my  friend  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr. 
Dickerson,)  I could  not  regard  him  in  the  light  of 
other  friends.  I knew  he  was  a friend  of  the  manu- 
facturers, but  he  was  also  a friend  of  the  administra- 
tion; and  I knew  that  would  be  paramount  with  him 
to  any  consideration  of  the  highest  interests  of  the 
country.  Standing  in  this  double  relation,  I did 
not  think  it  my  duty  to  consult  him;  but,  even  in 
regard  to  him,  I will  say  that  he  was  less  disposed 
to  make  a sacrifice  to  save  that  great  interest  than 
many  others.  I should  have  shown  him  the  bill  if 
it  had  not  been  for  my  engagements. 

Mr.  Benton  rose  to  say  that  the  had  no  connec- 
tion with  this  conversational  debale,  except  in  the 
single  point  of  the  accuracy  of  his  statement  of  what 
had  passed  between  gov.  Dickerson  and  himself. 
He  had  read  the  letter  for  the  single  purpose  of 
showing  that  he  had  committed  no  error  in  report- 
ing the  conversation  of  that  gentleman.  His  object 
was  accomplished  by  the  reading  of  the  letter  itself ; 
and  he  believed  it  was  apparent  that  there  was  no 
mistake  either  in  himself  or  in  gov.  Dickerson  ; and 
that  tiie  statement  of  the  latter  was  very  consistent 
with  the  remarks  which  the  reading  of  the  letter  had 
called  forth. 

Mr.  Davis  observed  that,  in  the  remarks  made 
upon  this  subject  the  other  day  when  another  mat- 
ter was  in  debate,  he  did  not  consider  himself  re- 
ferred to,  or  he  would  have  stated  what  he  was 
abont  to  say.  He  was,  at  the  time  spoken  of,  a 
member  of  the  other  house,  and  was  not  present  at 
any  of  the  meetings  held  by  senators;  but  it  was 
true  that  the  senator  from  Kentucky  did  confer 
with  him,  and  show  him  the  bill  in  its  original 
draught  at  his  lodgings,  where  a conference,  char- 
acterized by  the  utmost  freedom  and  frankness, 
took  place,  and  another  of  li  Ice  character  took  place 
between  them  at  the  lodgings  of  the  senator,  and 
he  had  at  all  times  considered  that  the  senator  had 


no  purpose  of  concealing  the  measure  from  his 
friends— he  had  at  all  limes  been  open  and  undis- 
guised, as  far  as  his  ( Mr.  D.’s)  observation  or  know- 
ledge had  reached.  The  only  thing  in  which  he 
thought  the  senator  mistakeu  in  speaking  of  what 
had  occurred  between  them  was,  the  supposition 
that  he  (Mr.  D.)  in  the  outset  had  been  favorable 
to  the  measure:  he  had  taxed  his  recollection,  but 
could  not  bring  that  to  his  mind,  and  believed  he 
must  have  been  misapprehended  by  the  senator. 
It  was  an  important  crisis;  the  public  was  agitated, 
and  he  felt  anxious  as  to  the  prospect  then  before 
the  country,  and  was  disposed  to  entertain  the  pro- 
position so  far  as  to  give  to  it  a calm,  deliberate 
consideration  : its  importance  merited  this,  and  he 
did  weigh  and  delibeiate  upon  it  according  to  the 
best  of  his  understanding  and  the  result  was,  that 
he  could  not  give  it  his  support.  He  accordingly, 
when  the  bill  came  up  in  the  house,  delivered  his 
sentiments  upon  it,  and  stated  briefly  his  reasons 
for  voting  against  it.  This  was  his  recollection, 
and  he  could  not  call  to  his  mind  a time  when  he 
had  a purpose  to  support  the  bill;  he  therefore 
thought  the  senator  mistaken  on  this  point;  but  he 
would  repeat  that  with  him  he  had  certainly  been 
sufficiently  explicit,  frank,  and  open. 

Mr.  Webster  said  it  was  very  probable  that  he 
w'as  invited  to  the  meeting  alluded  to  by  the  se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  though  he  did  not  now  recol- 
lect it.  He  thought  the  first  full  communication 
which  he  had  on  the  subject  was  made  by  a com- 
mon friend.  He  had  received  a full  description  of 
the  measure  from  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Davis.) 

Mr.  Clay  said  it  was  very  possible  that  he  might 
have  been  under  a misconception  when  he  regarded 
Mr.  Davis  as  being  at  first  in  favor  of  the  compro- 
mise, though  he  certainly  had  the  impression  that 
Mr.  D.  at  first  thought  it  the  best  thing  that  could 
be  done  under  the  circumstances,  and  Mr.  C.  could 
not  be  mistaken  in  Mr.  D.’s  applying  to  it  the  ap- 
pellation of  a lease  for  a term  of  years.  Mr.  C.’S 
impression  that  Mr.  Webster  was  present  was  also 
pretty  strong;  but  it  was  a matter  about  which  Mr. 
C.  never  intended  to  make  any  record. 

Mr.  Kniglil  said  : Having  been  alluded  to  as  be- 
ing present  at  the  time  stated  by  the  senator  from 
Kentucky,  I will  therefore  state  that  I was  present 
when  a project  of  the  modification  of  the  tariff  was 
exhibited — that  I read  it  by  myself,  and  with  a 
pencil  made  some  remarks  on  it — that  it  was  after- 
wards modified  according  to  those  suggestions. 
There  were  several  persons  present,  but  it  is  im- 
pressed on  my  mind  that  the  senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts was  not  present. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  federal  of- 
ficers in  elections,  as  the  special  order  of  the  day  ; 
when  Jf- 

Mr.  Wall,  who  had  the  floor,  addressed  the  senate 
in  an  argumentative  speech  of  great  length,  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Crittenden,  and  in  opposition  to  the 
bill. 

After  the  reception  of  some  reports  from  the  ex- 
ecutive department,  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  12.  A tj^^tier  of  private  bills  were 
reported,  most  of  them  house  bills,  and  generally 
with  a recommendation  against  their  passage. 

The  following  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Tall- 
madge  yesterday,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That,  the  postmaster  general  communicate 
to  the  senate  the  number  of  removals  of  deputy  post- 
masters since  March  4,  1837,  the  names  of  the  persons 
so  removed,  and  the  times  when  removed,  the  names 
of  the  persons  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancies,  the  names 
of  the  offices  where  such  removals  have  been  made, 
classifying  the  whole  by  states  and  territories. 

The  fallowing  resolution,  also  submitted  yester- 
day by  Mr.  T.  was  taken  up  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  communicate  to 
the  senate,  copies  of  all  proposals  for  furnishing  sup- 
plies to  the  Indian  department,  and  of  all  contracts 
entered  into  for  the  same,  since  the  first  of  May  last, 
and  of  all  correspondence  with  the  department,  in  re- 
lation to  said  proposal  and  contracts;  and  whether 
any  mode  of  procuring  supplies  has  been  adopted, 
other  than  by  advertising  for  proposals,  and  giving  the 
contract  to  those  offering  the  most,  favorable  terms. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  amend  it,  by  adding  thereto 
the  following  words : 

“ And  that  he  also  inform  the  senate  ■what,  lias  been 
the  result  of  the  late  attempts  to  revive  the  mode  of  sup- 
plying the  Indians  with  goods  by  contract,  and  how 
far  the  goods  obtained  by  such  contracts  have  been  at 
fair  prices,  good  quality,  and  suitable  kind;  and  that 
all  information  in  possession  of  the  department,  or  in 
its  power,  to  obtain  without  delay,  bearing  on  the  price, 
pjality,  and  fitness  ol  the  goods  so  obtained  by  contract, 
he  communicated  to  the  senate;  and  also  the  compa- 
rative view  of  said  contracts  wi  h the  purchases  of  In- 
dian goods  previously  made  by  the  agents  and  officers 
of  the  United  States.’’ 

Which  amendment  being  agreed  to,  the  resolu- 
tion, as  amended,  was  adopted. 


Mr.  Norvell  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  over  : 

Resolved,  That  die  daily  hour  of  the  meeting  of  the 
senate  shall  be  at  eleven  o’clock,  until  otherwise  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  Robinson  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  commu- 
nicate to  the  senate,  if  any  and  what  banks  in  Illinois, 
since  their  resumption  of  specie  payment  in  May  last, 
have  applied  to  be  made  banks  of  deposite,  and,  if  any, 
the  reasons  why  not  so  made. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  federal 
officers  in  elections,  as  the  special  order  of  the  day  ; 
when 

Mr.  Rives  addressed  the  senate  at  length,  and  with 
much  earnestness,  against  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary,  and  after  a desultory  debate, 
to  he  given  in  the  next  •*  Register”  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions, which  were  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Whereas,  “ ihe  constitutional  remedy,  by  the  elective 
principle,  becomes  noihing  if  it  inay  be  smothered  by 
the  enormous  patronage  of  the  general  government,” 
.and  whereas,  also,  “freedom  of  election  is  essential  to 
the  mutual  i:  dependence  of  the  state  and  federal  gov- 
I erriments,  and  of  the  different  branches  of  tile  same 
‘government,  so  vitally  cherished  by  American  institu- 
tions ;” 

Resolved,  therefore,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  senate 
it  is  highly  ‘‘improper  for  officers,  depending  on  the 
executive  of  ihe  union,  to  attempt  to  control  or  itjluence 
the  free  exercise  of  the  elective  right.’’ 

Resolved,  also,  That  measures  ought  to  be  adopted 
by  congress,  so  far  as  their  constitutional  powers  may 
extend,  to  restrain,  by  law,  all  interference  of  federal 
officers  with  elections,  otherwise  than  by  giving  their 
own  vote?;  and  that  the  report  of  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee be  committed  to  a select  committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  new  model  it  according  to  the  principles  de- 
clared in  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

February  13.  Mr.  Mouton  presented  a petition 
from  citizens  of  Louisiana,  asking  a grant  of  land 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  cultivation  of  the 
morns  muiticaulis  in  Louisiana,  arid  placing  the 
same  on  a permanent  footing  in  that  slate.  They 
ask,  if  congress  do  not  feel  authorized  to  make  the 
grant,  that  it  may  pass  a law  giving  a credit  of 
twelve  years. 

Mr.  Knight  presented  a petition  from  officers  of 
the  revenue  cutter  service,  asking  that  the  navy 
pension  law  may  be  extended  to  them. 

A large  number  of  bills,  mostly  for  pensions,  were 
reported  from  the  committees. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  allien,  the  joint  resolution  to 
authorize  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  cancel  cer- 
tain certificates  of  deposites,  and  to  issue  others  in 
lieu  thereof,  was  read  a first  and  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  motion  introduced  yesterday  by  Mr.  Norvell, 
changing  the  hour  for  meeting  of  the  senate  to  tl 
o’clock  in  (he  morning,  was  taken  up;  and,  after 
being  so  amended  as  to  read  “ from  and  after  Mon- 
day next,”  it  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roane,  Ihe  senate  consented  to 
set  apart  Saturday  next  tor  the  consideration  of  the 
business  of  the  district. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  fake  up  the  bill  to 
prevent  the  interference  of  certain  federal  officers  in 
elections  ; when 

Mr.  Strange  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  in  fa- 
vor of  the  report,  and  against  the  hill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  passed  over  in- 
formally, lor  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  senate  to 
go  into  executive  session  ; after  which 

The  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  oe  hepesentatives. 

Friday,  February  8.  The  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday  was  resumed,  being  the  resolution  report- 
ed by  Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  from  the  select  commit- 
tee on  the  public  lauds,  with  the  proposed  substitute 
therefor,  submitted  by  Mr.  Robertson,  to  distribute  the 
proceeds  oftlie  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
the  states  according  to  their  federal  representa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Yell,  on  leave,  laid  on  the  table  the  following 
ameiuhnenl  to  Mr.  R.’s,  which  he  said  he  intended 
to  submit  at  the  proper  time  : 

Beit  further  enacted,  That  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury shall,  at  the  commencement  of  ihe  next  session  of 
congress,  reporta  correct  estimate  of  the  annual  amount 
of  moneys  received  and  paid  into  the  public  treasury, 
arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  since  the 
adoption  of  life  federal  constitution.  And,  also,  the  an- 
nual appropriations  for  each  state  since  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution,  and  the  pro  rata  amount  received  by 
each  out  of  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands,  annually,  and  the  aggregate  amount 
ether  in  money  or  land  : provided,  hmvcver,  that  no 
state  shall  receive  Ihe  benefit  of  this  act  until  all  the 
states  of  this  union  shall  have  received  an  equal  amount, 
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placing  all  upon  an  equality  according  to  the  fixed  ba- 
sis of  representation,  and  according  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  several  deeds  of  cession. 

Mr.  Robertson  then  resumed  Ins  remarks  in  sup- 
port of  his  proposition  lor  a fair  and  equal  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
states,  and  had  not  concluded  when  the  orders  of  the 
day  were  announced- 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Loomis  submitted  a motion 
to  print  10,0t)0  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury,  communicated  to  this  house 
yesterday,  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands ; and, 
also,  10,000  copies  of  the  tabular  statements  annex- 
ed to  document  46.  Mr.  Briggs  suggested  20,000 
copies.  Mr.  Loomis  accepted  the  modification,  and 
the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  taken  up  with  the 
private  calendar,  and  a few  private  bills  acted  on  ; 
one  or  two  were  passed,  and  the  balance  rejected  ; 
after  which  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  February  9.  Mr.  Briggs  having  moved 
a reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  brigadier  general  Woo!  was  laid  on  the 
table,  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  motion  be  postponed  until  Friday  next  ; which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Robertson  resumed  his  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  and  had  not  concluded  when  the  orders  of  the 
day  were  announced. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  first  comptroller,  transmitting  a statement  of  the 
balances  due  by  receivers  of  the  public  money  on 
the  books  of  the  register  of  the  treasury  which  now 
remained  unsettled,  or  appear  to  have  been  due  pri- 
or to  the  30th  of  September,  1833. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting 
copies  of  all  accounts  of  persons  charged  with  the 
disbursement  of  money,  goods,  or  effects  for  the 
benefit  of  Indians,  during  the  year  1838. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  trans- 
mitting a communication  from  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury,  containing  information  called  for  by  the 
house  on  the  2Sth  of  January  ult.  as'  to  measures 
taken  to  recover  from  John  Brahan,  or  his  repre- 
sentatives, the  debt  due  from  said  Brahan  to  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Shields  said  that,  as  it  seemed  to  him  that 
the  house  had  already  disposed  of  as  much  private 
business  as  could  be  acted  upon  in  the  other  branch 
of  congress  during  the  present  session,  he  would  ask 
the  house  to  take  up  and  dispose  of  the  public  busi- 
ness on  the  speaker’s  table. 

Objection  having  been  made,  Mr.  S.  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Loomis  suggested  to  Mr.  S.  so  to  modify  his 
motion  as  to  make  the  suspension  of  the  rule  gene- 
ral for  the  present  session,  so  that  the  house  should 
attend  to  public  business  alone. 

This  modification  not  having  been  acceded  to, 
the  question  was  taken,  and  the  house  refused  to 
suspend  the  rule. 

Pursuant  to  notice  heretofore  given  by  him, 

Mr.  Underwood  moved  that  the  house  take  up 
and  consider  the  following  joint  resolution  reported 
from  the  select  committee  raised  on  that  subject  : 

“ Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  Stales  oj  America  in  congress  assembled , That 
the  president  be,  and  he  ish.-reby,  requested  tr  present 
to  James  Rumsev,  jr.,  the  so  t and  only  child  of  James 
Rumsey,  deceased,  a suitable  gold  medal  commemora- 
tive of  his  father's  services  and  high  agency  in  giving  to 
the  world  the  benefits  of  the  steamboat.” 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  said  joint  resolution  being  under  consi- 
deration, Mr.  Rumsey,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the 
house  for  an  hour  and  a half  in  favor  of  its  object ; 
after  which  the  resolution,  by  a unanimous  vote, 
was  ordered  to  a third  reading  this  day. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  the 
consideration  of  private  bills. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bates  and  Lacon  coming 
up  on  its  third  reading,  was  discussed  at  consider- 
able length.  It  involved  a case  of  overcharge  by 
the  collector  of  New  York,  arid  the  claimants  asked 
to  be  reimbursed  the  expenses  of  prosecuting  their 
claim  by  law. 

Mr.  Chambers  referred  to  (he  practice  of  collec- 
tors retaining  in  their  own  hands  an  amount  suffi- 
cient to  meet  suits  against  them  for  disputed  charges 
of  duties;  and  stated  that,  according  to  informa- 
tion entitled  to  credit,  the  present  collector  of  New 
York  held  now  in  his  hands  more  than  a million  ol 
dollars  thus  circumstanced,  and  called  the  attention 
of  Mr.  Cainbreleng  to  the  fact. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  admitted  that  the  collector  had, 
in  point  of  law  such  a sum  at  his  disposal  ; but 
that  by  an  understanding  with  the  treasury,  the  sec- 
retary was  allowed  to  overdraw  !o  the  whole  amount 
so  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  money  did  not  remain 
in  the  hands  of  the  collector,  but  went  info  the 
treasury. 


Mr.  Chambers  considered  this  sort  of  legerde- 
main was  very  objectionable,  and  inquired  whether 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  had  prepared  any 
bill  to  meet  and  remedy  the  evil. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  reminded  him  that  the  sub-trea- 
sury bill  contained  a clause  to  remedy  this  evil,  and 
prevent  its  future  recurrence.  He  admitted  that 
the  collector  might  reimburse  hiinselffor  the  amount 
overdrawn  by  the  trsasury,  and  also,  that  the  late 
collector,  Mr.  Swartwout,  had  availed  himself  of 
the  practice  objected  to,  and  had  thus  succeeded 
in  abducting  a large  part  of  the  money  he  carried 
off.  He  explained  how  certain  decisions  of  the 
supreme  court  had  operated  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  duties  on  certain  kinds  of  goods,  and  quoted 
hosiery  as  one  instance. 

Mr.  Chambers  thought  the  sub-treasury  bill  a re- 
medy worse  than  the  disease.  It  might  save  one 
leg,  while  it  cut  off  three.  He  further  inquired 
whether  Mr.  C.  had  reported  any  bill  to  meet  this 

case? 

Mr.  Cambreleng  replied,  that  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  had  been  much  engaged  with  the 
appropriation  bills,  and  had  left  it  to  the  senate, 
where  the  tariff  of  1333  originated,  and  who  would 
of  course,  be  the  best  judges  of  the  true  intent  of 
their  own  act. 

Mr.  Chambers  remonstrated  against  this,  as  a ne- 
glect of  duty  on  the  part  of  a committee  specially 
charged  with  the  guardianship  of  the  treasury. 

After  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Pelrikin  and  Mr. 
Cambreleng — 

Mr.  Calhoon,  of  Kentucky,  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question,  which  was  seconded,  put,  and  car- 
ried ; but  the  main  question  being  disagreed  to,  the 
bill  was  rejected. 

After  acting  on  a few  other  private  bills,  the 
house  adjourned. 

Monday,  February  11.  This  being  the  day  as- 
signed for  offering  resolutions,  a large  number  were 
submitted,  which  will  be  given  in  our  next.  The 
remainder  of  this  day  and  the  whole  of  Tuesday 
were  devoted  to  business  relating  to  the  territories, 
and  about  thirty  hills  on  this  subject  received  the 
final  action  of  the  house. 

Wednesday,  February  13.  This  day  having  been 
especially  set  apart  for  business  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  some  twenty  bills  connected  therewith, 
including  the  bill  to  prohibit  duelling,  were  pas- 
sed. 

Thursday,  February  14.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Nay- 
lor, alter  considerable  debate,  a select  committee 
of  seven  was  ordered  lo  investigate  the  conduct  of 
commodore  Elliott,  while  commander  of  the  squad- 
ron in  the  Mediterranean. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  on  the  civil 
list  appropriation  bill,  and  after  making  progress 
therein,  rose  and  adjourned. 

gCr*  A detailed  report  of  the  whole  proceedings 
of  the  week  will  appear  in  our  next. 


LETTER  FROM  COM.  ELLIOTT. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  10th,  1839. 

Sir — My  attention  has  been  drawn  (o  a commu- 
nication addressed  to  the  editor  of  the  Baltimore 
Sun,  by  Mr.  Porter,  late  Charge  de  Jlffairs  of  the 
United  States  at  Constantinople,  by  perceiving 
amongst  the  letters  communicated,  two  addressed 
to  yourself. 

It  would  not  perhaps  be  worthy  of  me  to  take 
notice  of  the  communication  of  that  gentleman,  or 
his  motives  in  making  thei*,  to  the  head  of  a depart- 
ment with  which  he  has  long  ceased  to  have  any 
official  standing,  were  it  not  that  in  the  letter  un- 
der date  of  January  the  6th,  he  gratituously  offers 
his  opinions  in  relation  to  me  and  my  character,  in 
form  and  manner  of  complaint.  He  says,  that  “I 
am  indifferent  to  opinion  and  reckless  of  my  own 
character,”  and  he  thinks  me  “an  unfit  example  to 
the  younger  officers  of  the  navy.”  Iam  exceed- 
ingly  puzzled  to  discover  wherein  he  finds  grounds 
for  the  assertion,  reflecting  as  itdoes,  so  highly  on 
the  executive  of  this  country. 

In  m3'  note,  in  reply  to  his  of  the  22d  of  Decem- 
ber, where  he  begs  of  me  “ the  favor  to  consider 
him  a perfect  stranger;”  this  “ favor”  was  readily 
accorded  him. 

It  is  true  that.  I feel  indifferent  to  the  opinions 
and  motives  of  one  from  whom  they  come  with  so 
bad  a grace.  I could  not,  however,  but  feel  a re- 
gret on  his  account,  lhat  one  who  had  been  a dis- 
tinguished officer  in  the  navy,  should  have  set  a 
precedent  in  violating  the  common  rule  of  justice, 
in  not  according  innocence  until  guilt  has  been  pro- 
ven ; the  more  especially,  when  he  knew  that  not 
one  of  the  allegations  presented  to  the  department 
had  been  deemed  worthy  of  notice  by  its  executive. 

Were  it  permitted  me  to  have  another  regret  on 
this  occasion,  if  would  be  that  the  honorable  secre- 
tary  of  the  navy  should  have  thought  proper  to  re- 
ceive and  entertain  so  cxtraoidinary  a communi- 


cation, without  even  according  to  me  a copy  of  its 
contents. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant. 

Signed,  JESSE  D.  ELLIOTT. 

Honorable  J.  K.  Paulding,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  HOYT. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Evening  Post. 

Custom  House,  New  York,  ) 
February  32,  1839.  ) 

Gentlemen  : I took  from  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, w hich  I received  this  day,  the  following 
sketch  of  a debate  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
on  Saturday  last. 

“ The  house  thereupon  proceeded  with  the  bills 
in  order,  and  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bates  &. 
Lacon,  which  was  a case  ol'  overcharge  by  the  col- 
lector of  New  York,  ; the  claimants  ask  to  be  reim- 
bursed their  expenses  in  proscuting  their  ciaim  by 
law. 

“ Mr.  Chambers  took  the  occasion  of  referring  to 
the  practice  of  collectors  retaining  in  their  own 
hands  an  amount  sufficient  to  meet  suits  against 
them  for  disputed  charges  of  duties;  and  stated  that 
according  to  information  entitled  to  credit,  the  pre- 
sent collector  of  New  York  held  now  in  his  hands 
more  than  a million  of  dollars  thus  circumstanced, 
and  called  the  attention  of  Mr.  Cambreleng  to  the 
fact. 

“ Mr.  Cambreleng  admitted  that  the  collector  had 
in  point  of  law,  such  a sum  in  his  disposal  ; but 
that  by  an  understanding  with  the  treasury,  the  sec- 
retary was  allowed  to  overdraw  to  the  whole  amount; 
so  that  in  point  of  fact,  the  money  did  not  remain 
in  the  hands  of  the  collector,  but  went  to  the  trea- 
sury. 

“ Mr.  Chambers  thought  this  sort  of  legerdemain 
was  very  objectionable,  and  inquired  whether  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  had  prepared  any  bill 
to  meet  and  remedy  the  evil. 

“ Mr.  Cambreleng  reminded  him  that  the  sub- 
treasury bill  contained  a clause  to  remedy'  this  evil, 
and  prevent  its  future  recurrence.  He  admitted 
that  the  collector  might  reimburse  himself  for  the 
amount  overdrawn  by  the  treasury,  and,  also,  that 
the  late  collector,  Mr.  Swartwout,  had  availed  him- 
self of  the  practice  objected  to,  and  had  thus  suc- 
ceeded in  abducting  a large  part  of  the  money  he 
carried  off.  He  explained  how  certain  decisions  of 
the  supreme  court  had  operated  to  reduce  the  a- 
mount  of  duties  on  certain  kinds  of  goods,  and  quo- 
ted hosiery  as  one  instance.” 

The  information  communicated  to  the  house  by 
the  honorable  Mr.  Chambers  was  no  doubt  upon  au- 
thority, deemed  by  him  “ entitled  to  credit,”  but  it  is 
like  many  other  statements  in  relation  lo  occurren- 
ces in  the  custom  house  in  this  city',  very  far  from 
the  truth. 

The  amount  of  money  which  has  been  paid  to  the 
undersigned,  under  protest,  since  lie  has  occupied 
the  place  of  collector,  viz  : from  the  29th  March 
last,  up  to,  and  including  the  day  the  debate  took 
place,  was  the  sum  of  $123,167  68.  This  sum  up 
to  the  '20th  of  August,  the  day  the  undersigned  re- 
ceived the  treasury  circular  of  the  17th  of  August, 
was  something  short  of  $15,000.  This  proves,  if 
any  thing  could  prove  the  importance,  and  indeed 
the  necessity,  of  having  the  disputed  points  ol  the 
tariff  settled  by  legislation,  as  the  undersigned  has 
repeatedly  stated  to  members  of  congress,  as  well  as 
to  the  various  officers  of  the  treasury  department, 
without  which  settlement,  this  fund  will  continue  to 
increase,  and  with  it  the  embarrassment  in  transact- 
ing the  public  business. 

I make  this  statement  in  this  public  manner  to  put 
the  responsibility  of  this  state  of  things  where  it  be- 
longs, to  wit : upon  congress,  who  only  can  provide 
an  adequate  remedy  for  tile  protection  ol'  public  offi- 
cers, and  perfect  a system  of  equality  among  impor- 
ters. 

J.  HOYT,  collector. 

Mr.  Swartwovt's  defalcation.  In  reference  to 
this  gentleman’s  appointment  as  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  York,  the  “ Richmond  Enquirer”  of 
Tuesday  last,  in  reply  to  some  remarks  of  the  New' 
York  Star,  says:  We  still  insist  upon  it,  lhat 

“ Mr.  Van  Buren  did  oppose  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Swartw-out — that  he  presented  a written  paper  to 
gen.  Jackson  urging  his  objections  to  the  man,  and 
that  gen.  Jackson  returned  the  paper  to  him  when 
lie  vvent  out  of  office.”  We  insist  upon  it,  be- 
cause we  know  it  from  the  most  unquestionable  au- 
thority. It  was  no  paper,  couched  in  Ihe  general 
terms  which  the  Star  imagines,  and  presented  by 
Mr.  Van  Buren  “ in  the  name  of  the  democratic  party' 
of  N.  York,  touching  the  appointments  in  N.  York” 
— but  it  was  a paper  drawn  by  Mr.  Y.  B.  himself  in 
his  own  name,  and  touching  the  appointment  of  S. 
Swartwout  alone. 
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$3-On  Thursday  morning  last,  at  about  10  o’clock, 
Edward  IVeir,  Esq.,  door-keeper  of  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  whilst  in  one  of  the  loading  rooms  sud- 
denly fell  dead  upon  the  floor,  lie  was,  but  a mo- 
ment previous,  apparently  in  good  health,  and  had 
not,  we  believe,  recently  complained  of  indisposi- 
tion. Mr.  Weir’s  life  was  marked  by  great  vicissi- 
tudes ; but  he  never  forfeited  the  good  opinioq  of 
those  who  knew  him,  and  won  general  esteem  by 
his  amiable  conduct  and  polished  manners.  The 
senate,  as  a mark  of  respect  for  his  memory,  directed 
that  the  deceased  should  be  buried  at  Ihe public  ex- 
pense, and  attended  his  funeral  yesterday  at  half 
past  three  olclock. 

QCt-  It  " ill  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  next  page, 
that  the  ditliculties  whch  have  so  long  existed  be- 
tween the  state  of  Maine  and  the  British  authori- 
ties in  relation  to  the  northeastern  boundary,  have 
at  Inst  assumed  an  atlilude  which  threatens  Ihe  most 
serious  consequences  to  the  relations  between  this 
country  and  Great  Britain — for  both  parties  are 
greatly  excited  and  seem  determined  not  to  yield. 
Indeed  we  fear  hostilities  have  already  commenced. 

The  Boston  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Journal  of  Commerce,  states  that  Maine  has  passed 
a resolve  appropriating  $'300, 001)  to  support  10,000 
men,  which  she  is  now  calling  into  the  field,  and 
calls  on  Massachusetts  to  join  in  the  expense — and 
that  on  Wednesday  gov.  Everett  sent  a message  on 
the  subject  to  the  legislature.  “ He  says  the  sove- 
reignty and  jurisdiction  of  this  land  belong  to 
Maine  and  the  United  StatSs,  and  that  should  un- 
happily circumstances  cause  the  general  govern- 
ment to  call  on  Massachusetts  for  force  to  aid  in 
.protecting  the  territory  of  Maine,  that  she  will 
cheerfully  respond  to  the  call.” 

[The  message,  in  the  legislature,  was  committed 
to  a select  joint  committee,  together  with  the  letter 
of  gov.  Fairfield  and  the  accompanyingdocuments.] 
The  accounts  published  in  the  next  pagjj.  are 
from  Bangor  papers  of  the  16ih  inst.  By  an  'fextra 
of  the  Bangor  Whig,  dated  Sunday  evening,  re- 
ived at  B -tan  an  Wednesday  morning,  we 
at  major  general  tsru^-l  llodsdon,  by  direction  of 
the  governor,  had  ordered  out  1,000  men  of  his  di- 
vision in  Penobscot  county,  to  rendezvous  at  Ban- 
gor on  Wednesday,  to  march  immediately  to  the 
frontier,  to  aid  the  state  agent  in  driving  off  the 
trespassers  upon  the  public  lands.  All  the  inde- 
pendent companies  of  Bangor  were  ordered  out. 

The  degree  of  feeling  which  prevails  among  the 
people  of  Maine,  may  be  inferred  from  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  the  Augusta  Journal.  After  com- 
menting u pon  the  proclamation  of  the  governor  of 
New  Brunswick,  the  Journal  adds: 

“ We  have  sutfered  indignitiesand  insults  enough. 
If  our  land  agent  cannot  be  sent  to  protect  the  pro- 
perty of  the  state  from  thieves,  without  being  seiz- 
ed as  a culprit,  and  put  into  Frederickton  jail,  it  is 
time  that  we  showed  a litlle  of  the  spirit  of  ’76, 
and  not  only  rallied  to  defend  our  territory,  but  per- 
adventure  demolish  the  prison  at  Frederickton, 
which  has  for  years  been  a standing  monument  of 
our  disgrace. 

Governor  Fairfield  on  Sunday  sent  a special  mes- 
sage to  Washington,  and  issued  orders  calling  out 
one  thousand  men  from  the  eastern  division  of  the 
militia  of  Ihe  state. 

A volunteer  corps  of  50  men  left  this  town  on 
Sunday  forenoon,  under  the  command  of  captain 
John  Ford,  an  energetic  and  efficient  man. 

If  we  must  come  to  blows,  let  there  be  no  child’s 
play  about  it — no  backing  out.  Let  officers  have  the 
command  who  are  brave  and  discreet;  who  will 
not  waste  human  blood  needlessly,  but  above  all, 
who  will  not  bring  dishonor  on  the  state.” 

An  extra  of  the  Boston  Atlas,  issued  on  Wednes- 
day, at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.,  contains  the  following 
letter,  dated 

Senate  chamber , Augusta,  9 
February  18,  1339.  j 

The  crisis  has  at  length  arrived,  and  Maine  is  in 
arms  to  sustain  her  honor  and  the  integrity  of  her 
soil.  An  express  has  arrived  this  morning  bring- 
ing an  official  communication  from  Sir  John  Har- 
vey, in  which  he  says,  he  shall  repel  all  invasion — 
he  says  that  he  “ claims  exclusive  jurisdiction .” 
Eight  thousand  troops  have  been  ordered  out  to 
carry  into  execution  the  resolve  passed  by  the  le- 
gislature of  Maine,  which  was  to  seize  the  tress- 
Vol.  V.  Sic.  26. 


passers  and  the  lumber  cut  on  the  disputed  teriito- 
ry.  McLaughlin,  the  land  agent  of  the  provinces, 
has  been  arrested,  and  is  now  at  Bangor.  The 
greatest  excitement  prevail?,  and  a fixed  determina- 
tion to  sustain  our  rights  at  all  hazards. 

Virginia  senator.  The  legislature  of  this 
state  has  consumed  five  days  in  im  llectual  attempts 
to  elect  a senator  in  the  place  of  Mr.  llives.  We 
will  give  the  result  of  the  ballotings  on  the  different 
days  hereafter.  The  following  were  the  ballotings 
on  Wednesday  and  Thuisday  last : 

Ballotings  on  Wednesday  the  iOth  inst. 


1st 

2nd 

3rd  ' 

4th 

5th 

6th 

7th 

Rives 

67 

76 

78 

78 

78 

7S 

67 

Mason 

67 

70 

70 

70 

70 

69 

68 

Tyler 

20 

Scatteri  ng 

9 

17 

14 

15 

15 

16 

1 

Robertson,  (nominated  on  last  ballot,)  23 

At  half  past  7 o’clock,  P.  M.  the  house  sent  a re- 
solution to  the  senate  to  adjourn  till  Thursday.  The 
senate  refused  to  do  so,  and  informed  the  house 
that  John  Robertson  had  been  added  to  the  nomi- 
nation. The  house  was  in  session  until  after  eight 
o’clock. 


Ballotings  on  Thursday  the  21st  inst. 

1st  2nd  3rd  4tll  5th  6th  7th  8th  9th 


Johnson 

45 

61 

75 

77 

70 

71 

54 

Rives 

67 

60 

35 

31 

21 

29 

36 

Mason 

69 

67 

67 

69 

68 

68 

68 

61 

73 

Robertson 

25 

27 

13 

Scattering 

1 

9 

2 

3 

19 

19 

4 

3 

1 

Chapman  Johnson,  esq.,  was  nominated  by  Mr. 
Stuart  on  the  3rd  ballot,  and  Mr.  Robertson  was 
dropped  alter  that  ballot.  Mr.  Rives’s  name  was 
not  brought,  before  the  house  during  the  5th,  6th 
and  7th  ballots. 

The  legislature  sat  until  9 o’clock,  P.  M.,  and 
adjourned  till  to  day,  that  the  birth  day  of  Washing- 
ton might  be  duly  honored. 

Canada.  Five  persons  under  sentence  of  death 
were  executed  at  Montreal  on  Friday  the  15th  inst., 
viz:  Charles  Hindelang,  Chevalier  de  Lorimier, 
Pierre  lteini  Narbonne,  Francois  Nicolas,  Amable 
Daunais — the  four  last  accused  of  the  murder  of 
Mr.  Walker. 

Hindelang  made  a short  address  in  French,  con- 
cluding with  tlie  exclamation  “ Vive  la  liberie .” 

They  were  kept  standing  on  the  scaliold  nearly 
hall  an  hour,  before  tli^  drop  fell — a cruel  and  unne- 
cessary delay.  De  Lorimier  was  formerly  a notary 
in  Montreal. 

The  sufferings  of  Narbonne  were  protracted  by 
the  bad  management  of  the  executioner,  who  was 
obliged  to  re-adjust  the  rope  after  the  drop  fell. 

Mexico.  We  find  the  following  in  the  New  Or- 
leans Bulletin  of  the  11th  inst.  : By  the  French  ship 
Bordelais,  from  Vera  Cruz,  whence  she  sailed  27th 
January,  we  learn  that  Santa  Anna  has  been  placed 
at  the  head  of  affairs.  -It  was  received  at  the  port  of 
her  departure  on  the  evening  of  the  26th,  by  express; 
consequently,  the  effects  of  this  unexpected  ap- 
pointment, (for  it  can  hardly  be  believed  that  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,)  could  not  have  been  re- 
ceived at  Vera  Cruz  when  the  Bordelais  sailed. 

Bustamente  is  said  to  l)ajfe  been  appointed  to  the 
command  of  a division  ofj®)e  army,  consisting  of 
4,000,  men  and  ordered  ijBnarch  against  Urrea,  at 
Tampico.  The  decree  ajjffilling'  the  French  inhab 
itants  of  Mexico,  was  to^frve  been  rigidly  enforced 
on  the  5th  of  the  present  month,  (February.) 

Vera  Cruz,  which  has  been  reported  to  be  nearly 
deserted,  had  begun  to  wear  her  usual  appearance. 
Those  who  had  fled  were  returning,  but  there  was 
little  prospect  of  any  business  being  transacted 
among  (lie  merchants  for  some  weeks,  as  the  vessels 
which  had  entered  that  port  from  various  places  after 
the  fall  of  the  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  had  been 
prohibited  landing  their  cargoes,  and  will  be  com- 
pelled to  return  from  whence  they  came,  or  run  the 
risk  of  being  wrecked  or  battered  to  pieces  should 
hostilities  again  commence  between  the  French 
and  Mexicans. 

The  English  and  French  squadrons  were  lying  in 
the  harbor  at  Vera  Cruz,  together  with  about  twenty 
sail  of  various  descriptions,  nothing  having  trans- 
pired to  interrupt  the  good  feelings  which  apparent- 
ly hare  existed  between  them  since  their  arrival. 


Commodores  Porter  and  Elliott.  From  ihe 
Baltimore  Sun  of  Feb.  19. 

Georgetown,  Feb.  18,  1839. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Baltimore  Sun. 

Sir:  I have  been  driven  by  publications  in  the 
Sun,  which  1 supposed  had  their  origin  in  com. 
Elliott,  or  his  friends,  to  give  publicity  in  your 
paper,  to  the  correspondence  respecting  my  meet- 
ing that  gentleman  at  the  railroad  depot  in  Balti- 
more, ami  the  same  reason  forces  me  now  to  send 
you  part  of  my  correspondence  with  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  which  the  commodore  has  demanded 
from  that  functionary,  in  a letter  which  appeared, 
with  his  signature,  in  the  Sun  of  the  15th  inst., 
and  in  which  he  seemed  exceedingly  ‘ puzzled”  to 
discover  the  grounds  for  an  expression  of  mine, 
which  in  his  opinion  “reflects  so  highly  on  the 
executive  of  the  country.”  The  publication  of 
this  much  of  Ihe  correspondence,  may  perhaps  en- 
lighten him  some  on  the  subjpet.  The  secretary’s 
letter  to  me,  if  published,  may  inform  him  what 
steps  had  been  taken  in  the  case. 

I shall  merely  observe,  that  com.  Elliott  and 
myself  have  never  been  on  intimate,  and  scaicely 
on  speaking  terms,  and  never  can  be,  so  long  as  I 
can  recolltct  an  event  which  took  place  at  the  time 
when  commodores  Barron  and  Decatur  were  wound- 
ed near  Bladensburg,  and  which  1 shall  not,  in 
mercy  to  him,  (com.  E.)  mala-  public,  unless  forced 
to  do  so  by  him,  or  his  friends  acting  for  him  ; and 
in  such  a case,  I shall  make  oath  to  the  truth  of 
what  I shall  say. 

Commodore  Elliott  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  to  which  I allude. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob’t.  servant, 

David  Porter. 

[Copy.] 

Georgetown,  Sept.  21sf,  183S. 

Hon.  J.  K.  Paulding,  secretary  of  the  navy : 

Sir:  As  an  American  citizen,  who  feels  a pro- 
per interest  in  all  that  concerns  the  honor  of  his 
country,  and  as  a father,  who  has  three  sons  in  its 
naval  service,  whom  he  wishes  to  keep  uncontarni- 

nated  from  all  bu  l influence,  I have  t"  r-  qcastJthat- 

an  inquiry  may  be  instituted  to  ascertain  whether 
the  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean,  under  the  com- 
mand of  oapt.  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  wasduring  his  com- 
mand, employed  in  the  best  way  to  promote  the 
benefit  of  the  service,  for  which  it  was  sent  there  ; 
and  whether  the  frigate  Constitution,  on  her  pas- 
sage to  the  United  Stales,  was  in  a suitable  condi- 
tion, if  attacked,  to  sustain  the  honor  and  dignity 
of  tiie  flag  and  country  ? 

This  inquiry  is  asked  in  consequence  of  certain 
rumors  which  have  been  circulated,  calculated  to 
injure  the  reputation  of  the  service,  to  which  I 
once  thought  it  an  honor  to  belong,  and  if  true,  it 
would  be  proper  that  his  sons  should  withdraw, 
while  they  can  do  so  with  unsullied  reputation. 

It  is  hoped,  sir,  that  these  reports  respecting  the 
Mediterranean  squadron,  which  have  for  sometime 
agitated  the  public  mind,  may  prove  unfounded, 
and  that  the  officer  commanding  it  may  be  relieved 
from  the  imputations  which  have  been  cast  upon 
him,  which,  if  incorrect,  he  can  only  do  by  submit- 
ting to  a full  inquiry  to  all  the  circumstances  of  his 
command — thus  showing  a proper  example  to  be 
followed,  if  necessary,  by  all  other  officers  of  the 
navy. 

In  asking  this  inquiry,  f wish  it  understood  that 
I do  no  more  than  what  every  citizen  has  a right  to 
do,  when  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  interests 
of  the  republic  have  not  been  attended  to  ; and  no 
more  than  I,  as  a public  officer,  am  willing  to  sub- 
mit to,  as  well  to  relieve  inyself,  as  the  navy,  from 
suspicions  which  would  in  the  end  prove  destruc- 
tive to  public  confidence,  and  ruinous  to  one  of  the 
most  important  means  of  protecting  our  national 
interest. 

I look  to  your  consent  to  my  request,  in  your 
attachment  to  the  navy,  the  character  of  which 
you  have  so  well  defended  by  your  pen,  and  the 
respect  which  is  due  to  public  opinion,  which  loud- 
ly calls  for  a correction  of  the  abuses  said  to  exist 
in  a corps,  which  it  is  no  less  your  duty  than  I am 
persuaded  it  is  your  desire  to  keep  free  from  re- 
proach. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  very  ob’t.  serv’t. 

(Signed,)  David  Porter; 
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Nokth- eastern  boundary.  Correspondence 
of  the  Boston  villas.  State  House,  Augusta,  ) 
Friday,  Feb.  15,  1839.  5 

Information  was  received  here  this  morning  from 
the  expedition  that  was  sent  by  our  state  authori- 
ties a few  days  since,  to  arrest  the  trespassers  on 
the  public  lands  near  the  Aroostook  river.  Before 
the  land  agent  with  his  forces  reached  the  territory 
occupied  by  the  trespassers,  they  had  received  in- 
formation of  the  movement  against  them;  and  the 
most  of  them  had  removed  with  their  teams  over 
the  line  into  the  province  of  New  Brunswick, 
where  they  have  embodied  and  armed  a force  of 
about  three  hundred  men. — The  authorities  sent  from 
this  state  succeeded  in  arresting  about  twenty  men, 
with  a few  teams,  which  they  suppose  to  have  been 
engaged  in  committing  trespasses  on  the  public 
lands,  and  they  are  on  their  way  to  Bangor,  guard 
ed  by  a sufficient  force. 

Tire  land  agent,  Mr.  Mclntire,  with  four  other 
gentlemen,  left  the  main  body  of  his  forces,  and 
went  about  four  miles  to  put  up  for  the  night.  The 
trespassers  got  information  of  this,  and  at  midnight 
surrounded  the  house,  and  took  Mr.  Mclntire,  the 
land  agent,  and  Messrs.  Gustavus  Cushman  and  J. 
H.  Pillsbury,  of  Bangor,  and  Thomas  Bartlett  and 
col.  Ebenezer  Webster,  of  Orono,  who  were  with 
him,  into  custody,  and  up  to  the  time  when  the  mes- 
senger, who  brings  the  information,  left,  it  could 
not  be  ascertained  what  had  been  done  with  them. 
Three  persons  had  been  sent  to  where  the  trespas- 
sers were  encamped,  to  ascertain,  but  they  were  all 
detained.  The  forces  of  this  state  have  encamped 
near  the  Aroostook,  about  four  miles  from  the  line, 
and  are  waiting  for  a reinforcement  and  orders  from 
the  governor. 

I learn  that  col.  J.  P.  Rogers,  of  Bangor,  has  been 
sent  this  morning  to  Fredericton  to  demand  of  Sir 
J.  Harvey  the  release  of  Mr.  Mclntire  and  the 
others  who  were  taken,  if  in  his  custody,  and  to 
ascertain  if  the  movements  of  the  trespassers  are 
sanctioned  by  the  British  authorities. 

This  information  reached  here  this  morning,  and 
was  brought  by  Hastings  Strickland,  esq.,  sheriff 
of  Penobscot  county,  who  accompanied  the  expe- 
dition to  the  Aroostook,  and  who  came  through  ex- 
press to  communicate  with  the  executive,  and  in- 
form him  of  the  abduction  of  the  land  agent.  You 
can  rely  on  it  as  being  substantially  correct. 

The  circumstances  which  led  to  the  arrest  of  Mr. 
Mclntire  by  the  British  authorities,  are  briefly 
these  : 

Os-fhe-  23d  of  January,  governor  Fairfield  address- 
ed a confidential  message  to  the  legislature  of  Maine, 
recommending  the  passage  of  a resolution  empower- 
in'1' the  land  agent  to  proceed  to  the  Aroostook  river, 
with  a sufficient  force,  and  disperse  the  trespassers 
from  the  British  province  of  New  Brunswick,  who 
are  extensively  engaged  in  the  work  of  devastation 
and  plunder  upon  the  lands  belonging  to  Maine. 
The  following  resolution  was  accordingly  passed  by 
both  houses  on  the  following  day. 

STATE  OF  MAINE. 

Resolve  relating  to  trespassers  upon  the  public 
lands. 

Resolved,  That  the  land  agent  be  and  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  required  to  employ  forthwith  sufficient 
force  to  arrest,  detain  and  imprison  all  persons  found 
trespassing  on  the  territory  of  this  state,  as  bounded  and 
established  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  that  the  land 
agent  be  and  is  hereby  empowered  to  dispose  of  all  the 
teams,  lumber  and  other  materials  in  the  hands  and 
possession  of  said  trespassers  in  such  way  and  manner 
as  he  may  deem  necessary  and  expedient  at  the  time, 
by  destroying  the  same  or  otherwise.  And  that  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  be  and  hereby  is  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  resolve  into  ef- 
fect, and  that  the  governor  with  the  advice  of  the  coun- 
cil be  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant 
from  time  to  time,  for  such  sums  as  may  be  required 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

January  24,  .1739. 

Approved : John  Fairfield. 

Thus  authorised  to  act,  the  land  agent  made  his 
preparations,  and  left  Bangor  for  the  Aroostook 
river  with  a company  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  a force  which  he  deemed  sufficient  to  drive 
olf  the  trespassers  and  prevent  further  pillage.  He 
was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Strickland,  sheriff  of 
Penobscot  county.  The  subjoined  slip,  from  the 
Bangor  Whig,  gives  some  further  particulars: 

Bangor,  Thursday  evening,  Feb.  14. 

Hastings  Strickland,  esq.,  the  sheriff'  of  this 
county,  has  passed  through  this  city  on  his  way  to 
Augusta,  having  left  the  Aroostook  river,  yester- 
day noon.  During  his  short  stop  here,  we  learn, 
that  the  expedition  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Tittle 
Madawaska  last  Tuesday  night  and  encamped  there. 
Mr.  Mclntire,  the  land  agent,  with  Gustavus  Cush- 
man, esq.  of  this  city,  went  down  the  river  a few 
miles  in  company  with  Ebenezer  Webster,  esq.  of 


Orono,  and  Mr.  Pillsbury  of  this  city,  who  were 
engaged  in  clearing  out  the  Aroostook  Falls,  and 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  expedition,  and  put  up 
at  a Mr.  Fitzherbert’s,  about  three  miles  this  side  of 
the  line.  In  the  course  of  the  night  an  armed  par- 
ty of  about  fifty  men  came  over  from  the  Tobique 
settlement  and  captured  all  these  persons  and  took 
them  over  the  line  to  the  St.  John  river,  where  it 
was  understood  they  had  about  three  hundred  men 
under  arms.  In  the  course  of  the  night,  the  party 
encamped  at  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Madawaska, 
were  apprised  of  the  capture  of  Mr.  Mclntire,  and 
immediately  despatched  lour  men  belonging  to  the 
Old  Town  company  to  reconnoitre,  who  were  also 
captured. 

The  expedition  having  driven  off  all  the  tres- 
passers, had  returned  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix. 
Near  Beaver  brook  they  found  a crew  of  thirteen 
trespassers,  who  fired  upon  them  and  fled.  Mr. 
Strickland’s  horse  was  wounded,  but  not  dange- 
rously. The  trespassers  were  pursued,  and  five 
of  them  taken  and  six  horses,  which  are  expected 
here  day  after  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Strickland  says  further,  that  the  arms  which 
the  men  have  at  the  Tobique  settlement,  belong  to 
the  government  of  New  Brunswick,  and  that  a 
military  force  was  on  the  march  from  Frcderickton. 

A large  amount  of  timber  was  found  cut  on  the 
Aroostook  river,  and  the  trespassers  who  have  been 
driven  off,  and  are  now  in  arms  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  declare  their  intention  of  returning  as  soon 
as  our  force  is  withdrawn. 

From  the  Bangor  Democrat  of  Saturday. 

The  expedition  against  the  trespassers,  under  the 
direction  of  the  land  agent,  arrived  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Little  Madawaska  last  Tuesday  night.  Most  of 
the  trespassers  had  left  before  the  expedition  arrived 
at  the  theatre  of  operalions,  but  a company  of  20 
men,  driving  before  them  their  teams,  was  overta- 
ken ; when  the  expedition  came  up  with  them  five 
armed  men  were  found  stationed  on  the  road,  in 
rear  of  the  teams,  who  discharged  their  muskets, 
but  with  small  effect.  Thereupon  the  whole  were 
taken  into  custody,  but  subsequently  all  but  five  of 
their  ring-leaders  were  discharged. 

It  was  supposed  that  no  further  resistance  would 
be  made,  that  the  trespassers  had  completely  and 
finally  abandoned  the  ground,  and  the  expedition 
returned  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix.  The  land 
agent,  Mr.  G.  G.  Cushman,  of  this  city,  and  Mr. 
Thos.  Bartlett,  of  Orono,  were  induced  by  col. 
Webster  and  Mr.  Pillsbury,  not  belonging  to  the 
expedition,  but  whow'ere  engaged  in  other  busi- 
ness, to  go  down  the  river  some  half  a dozen  miles 
from  the  encampment,  to  a Mr.  Fitzherbert’s,  on 
the  plea  of  obtaining  a comfortable  night’s  rest. 
While  there  they  were  taken  in  the  night,  and  dis- 
posed of  in  manner  as  will  be  seen  by  the  subjoin- 
ed letter,  received  in  this  city  last  evening,  giving 
an  account  of  a meeting  liolden  in  Houlton.  The 
letter  is  dated 

“ Iioulton,  Feb.  14,  1839. 

“Night  before  last  the  hon.  Rufus  Mclntire,  land 
agent,  G.  G.  Cushman,  and  Thomas  Bartlett,  esqrs. 
attached  to  the  expedition,  and  col.  Ebenezer  Web- 
ster and  John  H.  Pillsbury,  of  Orono,  who  were  not 
part  of  said  expedition,  put  up  at  Mr.  Fitzherbert’s, 
about  one  mile  and  a halt  west  of  the  province  line, 
on  their  way  to  the  moulh  of  Aroostook,  where 
they  expected  to  meet  the  warden  of  the  disputed 
territory,  (Mr.  McLaughlin,)  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sultation, &c.,  as  to  the  objects  of  the  expedition, 
about  twelve  o’clock  at  night  were  awakened  by  a 
mob  of  armed  men  entering  the  house,  numbering 
from  20  to  25,  by  whom  they  were  peremptorily  or- 
dered to  get  up,  dress  and  go  with  them.  On  being 
asked  by  what  authority  they  were  thus  molested, 
the  attacking  parly  made  a display  of  their  arms, 
saying  that  was  the  authority. 

They,  the  land  agent  and  the  others,  were  then 
taken  as  prisoners,  about  six  miles  to  a Mr.  Tib- 
bett’s  on  the  St.Johns,  where  they  were  kept  quar- 
tered tiil  the  next  morning,  when  they  were  taken 
dow'n  the  river  to  Wakefield,  12  miles  above  Wood- 
stock,  as  prisoners,  where  they  arrived  to-day, 
Messrs.  Webster  and  Pillsbury  having  been  releas- 
ed at  the  former  place  as  not  belonging  to  the  ex- 
pedition, and  the  others  were  brought  inlo  Wood- 
stock,  where  they  arrived  to-day  about  10  or  11 
o’clock,  A.  M.  Here  the  proceedings  of  the  mob 
were  sanclioned  by  a consultation  of  magistrates,  a 
company  of  militia  were  called  out  and  paraded  be- 
fore the  inn  where  the  prisoners  were  quartered, 
the  doors  were  guarded  by  armed  sentinels,  and  no 
American  citizen  permitted  to  see  them  unless  by 
special  consent.  Between  12  and  1 o’clock  this 
day,  they,  the  land  agent,  Messrs.  Cushman  and 
Bartlett,  were  sent,  strongly  guarded  by  armed 
men,  on  a horse-sled,  to  Frederickton,  for  the  al- 
leged purpose  of  being  committed  to  jail,  or  to 


wait  the  pleasure  of  the  lieut.  governor.  The  pri- 
soners were  informed  by  a man  named  Dow,  who 
headed  the  party  at  Fitzherbert’s,  that  there  was  a 
force  of  200  men,  including  25  Indians,  who  were 
hired  for  the  purpose,  all  armed,  who  would  attack 
last  night  a part  of  their  force,  who  had  in  custody 
about  a-  dozen  trespassers  whom  they  had  taken 
prisoners,  rescue  and  arm  said  prisoners,  and  then 
make  an  attack  at  night  on  the  main  body  of  our 
forces.  The  arsenal  at  Woodstock  was  broken 
open  a few  nights  since,  and  some  two  hundred 
stand  of  arms  taken  out. 

This  information  comes  authenticated  by  citizens 
of  this  town,  and  other  persons  who  were  also  at 
Fitzhefbertt’s,  Tibbet’s  &c.,  where  the  events  re- 
lated took  place.  It  is  seriously  apprehended  here 
that  there  was  an  attack  and  bloodshed  last  night. 
There  is  a messenger  despatched  to  Woodstock  to- 
night, for  the  purpose  of  learning  if  these  appre- 
hensions are  well  founded.  When  this  is  known, 
you  w'ill  be  forthwith  apprised  of  the  same.  The 
prisoners  were  informed  by  two  magistrates  to  day 
at  Woodstock  that  they  would  be  taken  to  Freder- 
ickton  under  the  escort  of  the  captain  of.  the  mi- 
litia company,  (then  paraded)  and  they  w'ere  ac- 
cordingly started  under  the  escort  of  said  captain. 

“ Yours,  Ike.” 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  out  citizens  have  been 
arrested  on  our  own  soil  while  in  the  state,  by  an 
armed  mob  of  foreigners,  no  doubt  winked  at  by  the 
provincial  government,  if  not  aided  and  abetted  by 
British  authority,  and  ignominiousty  sent  to  a foreign 
dungeon.  Fellow  citizens,  shall  such  things  longer 
be  permitted  ? Is  this  new  insult  to  be  tamely  sub- 
mitted to?  Is  there  not  a point  beyond  w hich  for- 
bearance ceases  to  be  a virtue  ? Who  is  so  craven- 
hearted,  so  lost  to  all  sense  of  self-respect,  to  justice 
and  to  patriotism,  as  to  say  that  this  new  injury  and 
insult  ought  not  to  be  redressed  speedily  and  with- 
out delay  ? 

Governor  Fairfield  has  sent  the  following  mes- 
sage to  the  legislature. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  : 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  I herewith  communicate  such  in- 
formation as  I have  in  relation  to  “the  reported  ab- 
duction oflhe  land  agent.” 

, Under  the  resolve  of  the  24th  of  January  last,  en 
tilled  “Resolve  relating  to  trespassers  upon  the 
public  lands,”  the  land  agent  repaired  with  about 
two  hundred  chosen  men  to  the  scene  of  operation, 
on  the  Aroostook  river.  Prior  to  bis  reaching  there, 
it  is  understood  that  the  trespassers,  amounting  to 
about  three  hundred  in  number,  all  well  armed,  had 
combined,  and  were  determined  to  resist  every  ef- 
fort to  break  them  up.  Finding,  however,  that  the 
land  agent  had  prepared  himself  with  a six  pounder, 
they  chose  to  retire  from  the  ground,  passing  down 
the  river. 

The  land  agent  with  his  company  also  passed 
down  the  Aroostook  to  near  its  mouth,  finding  the 
several  places  of  operation  abandoned  by  the  tres- 
passers. On  Monday  last,  they  captuied  a gang 
of  about  twenty,  who  had  been  operating  further 
up  the  river,  and  sent  several  who  were  considered 
the  ringleaders  to  Bangor,  where  it  is  supposed  they 
are  now  in  jail.  On  Monday,  the  land  agent  sent 
a letter  to  Mr.  McLaughlin,  the  land  agent  of  the 
province  of  New  Brunswick,  inviting  a meeting 
with  him  at  the  house  of  a Mr.  Fitzherbert,  about 
lour  miles  from  where  the  company  were  then  sta- 
tioned, and  on  the  same  evening,  with  four  others, 
Mr.  Mclntire  repaired  to  the  house  ol  Mr.  Fitzher- 
bert, intending  to  pass  the  night  there.  The  trespas- 
ers,  however,  in  some  way  became  possessed  oi  the 
facts,  and  detached  a company  of  about  filty,  who 
seized  the  agent  and  those  accompanying  I im,  and 
■ transported  them,  it  is  believed,  beyond  the  bounds 
of  the  state. 

Our  company  is  now  at  No.  10,  on  the  Aroos- 
took, fortified  and  anticipating  an  attack,  in  case 
any  attempt  should  be  made  on  our  part  to  execute 
the  resolve  ofthe  24th  of  January,  by  destroying 
the  timber  which  has  already  been  cut. 

I have  advised  the  sending  of  a reinforcement  of 
three  hundred  men,  as  it  is  probable  the  number  ot 
trespassers  will  be  constantly  augmenting,  and,  if  a 
resolve  to  that  effect  be  passed,  shall  appoint  an  a- 
gent  to  supply  temporarily  the  place  of  Mr.  Mcln- 
tire, and"  lead  on  the  expedition.  I have  also  des- 
patched a special  messenger  to  sir  John  Harvey, 

lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick,  for  the  pur- 
pose, among  other  things,  of  ascertaining  whether 
these  high-handed  proceedings  of  the  trespassers 
are  authorized  or  in  any  way  countenanced  by  the 
provincial  government,  and  to  procure  the  release 
ofthe  agent  and  those  taken  with  him.  The  agent 
was  also  charged  with  other  matters  pertaining  to 
this  most  extraordinary  and  outrageous  proceed- 
ing. 
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The  facts  above  related,  except  in  relation  to  my 
own  doings,  have  been  communicated  to  me  ver- 
bally by  the  sheriff  of  Penobscot,  who  formed  one 
of  the  company  of  the  land  agent. 

This  is  the  only  communication  from  the  land 
agent  or  his  company  which  I have  had,  verbally  or 
otherwise,  that  could  be  relied  upon. 

John  Fairfield. 

Council  chamber,  Feb.  15,  1S3!). 

Bangor  Democrat — extra. 

Saturday  evening,  Feb.  16 — 7 o'clock. 

The  mail  from  Houtton  this  evening  brought  the 
Fredriekton  Gazette,  extra,  of  the  13th,  containing 
the  subjoined  proclamation,  issued  by  sir  John  Har- 
vey. It  will  be  seen  that  the  lieutenant  governor 
has  ordered  out  a military  force  for  the  purpose  of 
repelling  an  invasion  from  a neighboring  state,  and 
other  purposes.  The  reader  will  make  his  own 
comments. 

By  his  excellency  major  general  sir  John  Harvey, 

K.  C.  J3.  and  K.  C.  H.  lieutenant  governor  and 

commander  in  chief  of  the  province  of  New  Brun- 

wick,  Etc.  &c. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  I have  received  information  that  a party 
of  armed  persons,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred,  or 
more,  have  invaded  a portion  of  this  province,  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  her  majesty’s  government,  from 
the  neighboring  state  of  Maine,  for  the  professed  ob- 
ject of  exercising  authority,  and  driving  off  persons 
stated  to  be  cutting  timber  therein;  and  that  divers 
other  persons  have  without  any  legal  authority,  ta- 
ken up  arms  with  the  intention  of  resisting  such  in- 
vasion and  outrage,  and  have  broken  open  certain 
stores  Woodstock,  in  which  arms  and  ammunition 
belonging  to  her  majesty  were  deposited,  and  have 
taken  the  same  away  for  that  purpose — I do  hereby 
charge  and  command  all  persons  concerned  in  such 
illegal  acts,  forthwith  to  leturn  the  arms  and  am- 
munition, so  illegally  taken,  to  their  place  of  depo- 
site,  as  the  government  of  the  province  will  take 
care  to  adopt  all  necessary  measures  for  resisting  any 
hostile  invasion  or  outrage  that  may  be  attempted 
upon  any  part  of  her  majesty’s  territories  or  subjects. 

And  I do  hereby  charge  and  command  all  ma- 
gistrates, sheriffs  and  other  officers,  to  be  vigilant, 
aiding  and  assisting  in  the  apprehension  of  all  per 
sons  so  offending,  and  to  bring  them  to  justice.  And 
in  order  to  aid  and  assist  the  civil  power  in  that  re- 
spect, if  necessary,  I have  ordered  asufficient  mili- 
tary force  to  proceed  forthwith  to  the  place  where 
these  outrages  are  represented  to  have  been  com- 
mitted, as  well  to  repel  foreign  invasion,  as  to  pre- 
vent the  illegal  assumption  of  arms  by  her  majesty’s 
subjects  in  tiiis  province. 

And  further,  in  order  to  be  prepared,  if  necessary 
to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  constitutional  militia  force 
of  the  country,  I do  hereby  charge  and  command  the 
officers  commanding  the  first  and  second  battalions 
of  the  militia  of  the  county  of  Carleton,  forthwith 
to  proceed  as  the  law  directs,  to  the  drafting  of  a 
body  ofmen,  to  consist  of  one-fourth  of  the  strength 
of  each  of  those  battalions,  to  be  in  readiness  for 
actual  service,  should  occasion  require. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Frederickton,  the 
thirteenth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine, 
and  in  the  second  year  of  her  majesty’s  reign. 

By  his  excellency’s  command, 

Wm.  F.  Odell. 

Cod  save  the  queen. 

Naval.  The  Norfolk  Beacon  ot  9th  inst.  says  ; 
The  frigate  Macedonian  is  detained  at  the  naval 
anchorage,  at  Norfolk,  by  head  winds  and  an  unu- 
sually low  tide,  caused  (says  the  pilot)  by  the  long 
continuance  of  strong  west  and  northwest  winds 
and  the  present  stage  of  the  moon.  For  two  days 
there  has  not  been  flood  tide  enough  to  swing  her, 
or  a rise  of  tide  sufficient  to  carry  her  over  the  shoal 
water.  The  ship  would  have  left  last  Sunday  if 
the  wind  had  not  been  ahead.  She  will  sail  the 
moment  it  is  possible  to  get  her  through  the  shoal 
water. 

The  Herald  controverts  the  remarks  of  the  Bea- 
con, that  there  was  not  a sufficiency  of  water  in  the 
channel,  and  says  that  some  other  reason  must 
have  prevented  the  sailing  of  the  Macedonian. 

Upper  Canada.  It  appears  by  the  annexed  ex 
tract  from  the  Montreal  Transcript  of  Tuesday  last, 
that  trouble  is  again  brewing  on  the  Michigan  fron- 
tier. 

The  news  which  reached  Montreal  from  the  Upper 
Province  on  Saturday,  announced  a second  American 
officer,  as  having  arrived  with  an  intimation  from 
general  Brady,  that  the  numbers  of  the  force,  col- 
lected for  the  avowed  object  of  invading  Canada,  as 
reported  in  his  first  communication,  fell  far  short  of 


the  reality  ; and  that  a body  of  3,000  men  was  armed, 
equipped,  on  march,  and  within  fifteen  miles  of  the 
frontier  line.  These  the  American  general  very 
honestly  confessed  his  inability  to  restrain,  and  while 
we  are  writing  we  may  safely  indulge  the  anticipa- 
tion, that  before  we  go  to  press  we  shall  yet  have 
accounts  of  a descent  having  been  once  more  made 
upon  the  unoffending  inhabitants  of  a British  colony. 
However  unjust  and  unprovoked  may  be  the  aggres- 
sion, we  are  not  of  those  who  believe  it  possible  that 
Britons  will  any  longer  remain  passive  under  this 
additional  insult;  it  is  not  in  human  nature  always 
to  remain  on  the  defensive.  Repealed  aggression 
will  provoke  retaliation,  even  from  the  most  peacea- 
ble ; and  it  will  not  surely  be  denied  that  after  smit- 
ing her  on  one  cheek,  Upper  Canada  has  turned  to 
the  United  States,  the  other  also,  and  the  reckless 
blow  which  shall  renew  the  assault  upon  her  simply 
defensive  posture,  will  hazard  a retaliation,  like 
itself  reckless  as  to  national  consequences. 

From  Texas  The  steam  packet  Cuba,  at  New 
Orleans,  brings  Houston  dates  to  26th  ult.  Congress 
had  adjourned.  The  law  prohibiting  the  landing  of 
imported  goods,  was  repealed  by  the  Texan  con- 
gress the  15th  January.  Henceforth  cash  payments 
are  no  longer  exacted  on  importations.  By  giving 
bond,  with  requisite  security,  a credit  of  three  and 
six  months  can  be  obtained. 

The  murderer.  Cook,  arrived  in  the  Cuba,  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Wilson,  sheriff  of  Galveston,  on  his 
way  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  to  be  delivered  up  to  the 
governor  of  that  state  in  compliance  with  his  requi- 
sition upon  the  Texan  government. 

Among  other  passengers  in  the  Cuba  were  gene- 
eral  Felix  Houston.  Mr.  Riley,  appointed  to  ne- 
gotiate a loan  for  the  republic  of  Texas,  and  Mr. 
Woodward,  consul  for  the  United  States  at  Galves- 
ton. 

The  Cuba  reports  the  French  ship  general  Foy  at 
southwest  bar,  from  Vera  Cruz  with  130  French 
passengers  on  board. 

Pork  business  in  Cincinnati.  By  a state- 
ment in  the  last  Cincinnati  Gazette,  it  appears  that 
no  less  than  199,025  hogs  have  been  cut  up,  at  the 
several  packing  establishments  in  that  city,  during 
the  past  season.  There  are  thirty-five  houses  en- 
gaged, more  or  less  extensively  in  the  packing  bu- 
siness, which  have  cut  up  various  numbers,  from 
20,000  down  to  100.  The  aggregate,  for  the  sea- 
son, is  a3  above  stated,  nearly  two  hundred  thou- 
sand. This  is  a greater  number  of  hogs  than  were 
ever  cut  up  before  in  one  season,  in  that  city. 
But  as  they  were  much  lighter,  and  as  hogs  were 
brought  from  greater  distances  to  that  place,  the 
present  season,  than  formerly,  it  is  inferred  that 
the  number  of  pounds  of  pork  packed  away  in  that 
part  of  the  west  is  not  greater  than  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

“Long  drawn  out,”  by  steam.  A London 
paper  says  that  “one  pound  of  cotton,  which  for- 
merly could  only  be  spun  into  a thread  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  yards  long,  can  now,  by  the  applica- 
tion of  steam,  produce  a thread  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  miles  in  length  !”  Thi3  is  “ spinning  a 
long  yarn,”  and  no  mistake. 

The  Hudson’s  Bay  company.  The  following 
extract  from  an  article  in  the  North  American  Re- 
view for  January,  on  the  subject  of  “ Nautical  dis- 
covery in  the  northwest,”  gives  the  reader  some 
idea  of  the  “ gigantic  monopoly”  known  by  the 
name  of  the  “ Hudson’s  Bay  Company 
“The  fact  is  now  thoroughly  established  that  the 
Arctic  sea  encompasses  the  northern  extremity  of 
America.  The  Hudson’s  Bay  company,  for  more 
than  a century,  was  the  great  obstacle  to  the  proper 
exploration  of  the  arctic  regions  of  North  America. 
Or,  in  the  pungent  language  of  the  Quarterly  Re- 
view, from  the  moment  this  body  of  “adventurers” 
was  instituted,  the  spirit  of  adventure  died  away; 
and  every  succeeding  effort  was  palsied  by  the  bane- 
ful influence  of  monopoly,  of  which  the  discoxery 
of  a northwest  passage  was  deemed  the  forerunner 
of  destruction.  The  Northwest  company,  after 
competing  awhile  with  the  Hudson’s  Bay  company, 
drove  the  latter  to  a compromise ; and  the  result 
has  been  the  union  of  the  two  associations  under 
the  corrupt  charter  of  the  latter,  and  the  formation 
of  a still  more  gigantic  monopoly  which,  like  the 
East  India  company  in  Asia,  has  gradually  extend- 
ed its  odious  and  usurped  dominion  over  an  im- 
mense region  of  North  America,  constituting  a dan- 
gerous nondescript  foreign  power,  introduced  among 
us  under  cover  of  the  flag  of  Great  Britain,  which 
nation  stands  ready  to  avow  or  disavow  its  acts,  as 
the  tide  of  circumstances  may  turn.  This  company, 
we  say — which  we  desire  at  all  proper  times  to  hold 
up  to  the  censure  and  watchfulness  of  the  people  of  I 


the  U.  States — has  in  latter  times  been  shamed  info 
occasional  acts  of  exploration  along  the  Arctic  sea. 
It  professes  to  have  finished  that  which  Parry,  Ross, 
and  Franklin  had  all  but  finished.  Messrs.  Dease 
and  Simpson,  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  company,  have 
recently  explored  the  little  there  was  left  unknown, 
betwixt  the  mouth  of  Mackenzie’s  river  and  Bher- 
ing’s  strait.  And  we  may  now  aver — there  is  a 
strait  of  Anian.  That  is  to  say,  there  is  a water 
communication  (though  more  or  less  obstructed  by 
ice)  from  the^Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  along  the 
arctic  side  of  Noith  America.” 

Stephen  Girard.  This  remarkable  person  be- 
gan life  without  a farthing,  and  left  behind  him  a 
property  whose  actual  value  amounted  to  seven  or 
eight  millions  of  dollars,  and  this  acquired  in  the  lat- 
ter half  of  his  life.  He  told  me  himself  that  at  the 
age  of  forty,  his  circumstances  were  so  narrow  that 
he  was  employed  as  the  commander  of  his  own  sloop, 
engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  between  New  York  or 
Philadelphiaand  New  Orleans  ; adding  that  on  a cer- 
tain occasion,  he  was  forty-five  days  in  working  his 
way  up  from  the  Balize  to  the  city.  Few  persons, 

I believe,  enjoyed  less  personal  popularity  in  the 
community  in  which  he  lived,  and  to  which  he  be- 
queathed his  princely  fortune.  If  this  proceeded  from 
defects  of  personal  character,  it  is  a topic  which  we 
have  no  occasion  to  discuss  here.  We  are  authorized 
only  to  speak  of  the  effect  upon  the  public  welfare 
of  the  accumulation  of  such  a fortune  in  one  man’s 
hands.  While  I am  far  from  saying  that  it  might 
not  have  been  abused  by  being  made  the  instrument 
of  a corrupt  and  dangerous  influence  in  the  commu- 
nity, I have  never  heard  that  it  was  so  abused  by 
Mr.  Girard;  and  on  general  principles,  it  may  per- 
haps be  safely  said  that  the  class  of  men  qualfied  to 
amass  large  fortunes  by  perseverance  and  exclusive 
devotion  to  business,  by  frugality  and  thrift,  are  not 
at  all  likely  to  apply  their  wealth  to  ambitious  or 
corrupt  designs. 

As  to  the  effect  in  all  other  points  of  view,  I con- 
fess I see  nothing  but  public  benefit  in  such  a capi- 
tal, managed  with  unrelaxing  economy;  one  half  ju- 
diciously employed  by  the  proprietor  himself  in  com- 
merce ; and  the  other  half  loaned  to  the  business 
community.  What  better  use  could  have  been  made 
of  it?  Will  it  be  said,  divide  it  equally  among  the 
communily;  give  each  individual  in  the  United 
States  a share  ? It  would  have  amounted  to  half  a 
dollar  each  for  man,  woman  and  child ; and  of 
course  might  as  well  have  been  sunk  in  the  middle 
of  the  sea.  Such  a distribution  would  have  been 
another  name  tor  annihilation.  How  many  ships 
would  have  furled  their  sails,  how  many  warehouses 
would  have  closed  their  shutters,  how  many  wheels 
heavily  iadened  with  the  products  of  industry,  would 
have  stood  still,  how  many  families  would  have  been 
reduced  to  want,  and  without  one  advantage  result- 
ing from  the  distribution  ! 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I regard  equality 
of  condition  and  fortune  as  the  happiest  state  of  so- 
ciety, and  those  political  institutions  as  immeasura- 
bly the  wisest  and  the  best  w-hich  tend  to  promote 
it.  All  laws  which  have  for  their  object  to  perpetu- 
ate large  estates,  and  transmit  them  from  generation 
to  generation,  are  at  war  with  the  constitution  of 
man.  Providence  has  written  a statute  of  distribu- 
tions on  the  face  of  nature  and  the  heart  of  man  • and 
wtienever  its  provisions  are  contravened  by  political 
enactments,  a righteous  conjuration  to  subvert  them 
springs  up  in  the  very  elements  of  our  being. 

My  proposition  is  only,  that  in  a country  like  this 
where  the  laws  forbid  hereditary  transmissions  and 
encourage  equality  of  fortune,  accumulations  made 
by  industry,  enterprise,  and  prudence,  employed  in 
active  investments,  without  ministering  to  extrava- 
gance and  luxury,  are  beneficial  to  the  public.  Their 
possessor  becomes,  whether  he  wills  it  or  not,  the 
steward  of  others ; not  merely,  as  in  Mr.  Girard’s 
case,  because  he  may  destine  a colossal  foitune  af- 
ter his  decease  for  public  objects,  but  because,  while 
he  lives,  every  dollar  of  it  must  be  employed  in  giv- 
ing life  to  industry  and  employment  to  labor.  Had 
Mr.  Girard  lived  in  a fashionable  part  of  the  city,  in 
a magnificent  house  ; had  he  surrounded  himself 
with  a troop  of  liveried  domestics ; had  he  dazzled 
the  passer  by  with  his  splendid  equipages,  and 
spread  a sumptuous  table  for  his  “ dear  five  hundred 
friends,”  he  would  no  doubt  have  been  a more  popu- 
lar man.  But  in  my  apprehension  he  appears  to  far 
greater  advantage,  as  a citizen  arid  a patriot,  in  his 
modest  dwelling  and»plain  garb,  appropriating  to  his 
personal  wants  the  smallest  pittance  from  hispiince- 
iy  income ; living  to  the  last  in  the  dark  and  narrow 
street  in  which  he  made  his  fortune,  and  when  he 
died,  bequeathing  it  for  the  education  of  orphan  chil- 
dren. For  the  public,  I do  not  know  that  he  could 
have  done  better ; of  all  the  men  in  the  world  he 
probably  derived  the  least  enjoyment  from  his  pro- 
perty himself.  [Everett's  address. 
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FRANCE  AND  MEXICO. 

The  following;  is  a translation  of  a letter  from  ad- 
miral Baudin,  commanding  the  French  fleet  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  the  general-in-chief  of  the 
federal  forces  in  Tampico.  It  is  made  from  a 
Spanish  translation,  published  in  the  Ancla  of  Ma- 
tamoras,  on  the  12th  of  January. 

His  majesty’s  ship  Nereide, 

Off  Anton  Lizardo,  Dec.  22,  1838. 

Most  excellent  sir:  He  who  has  the  honor 
now  to  address  you  has  been  a witness  of  the  vicis- 
situdes of  his  own  country,  and  he  is  well  convinced 
that,  in  a civil  war,  no  foreign  aid  should  ever  be 
admitted,  as  the  political  differences  between  citi- 
zens of  the  same  state  should  be  settled  amongst 
themselves  alone.  I do  not,  therefore,  come  to  offer 
to  your  excellency  assistance,  which  may  serve  to 
render  the  federal  cause  less  popular,  by  uniting 
its  flag  with  that  of  a foreign  nation.  If,  as  I flatter 
myself  with  the  belief,  that  cause  be  the  na- 
tional cause  of  Mexico,  it  will  triumph,  and  it 
should  owe  its  triumph  to  itself  alone.  I come  on- 
ly to  assure  your  excellency  that  I am  not  the  en- 
emy of  Mexico,  nor  of  any  portion  of  the  Mexican 
nation  ; and  that  the  French  government,  of  which 
I have  the  honor  to  be  the  representative,  has 
sent  me  here  with  the  best  feelings  of  peace 
and  reconciliation.  These  feelings  are  impressed 
upon  my  heart,  and  for  a whole  month  I have  been 
endeavoring  to  communicate  them  here  ; but  the 
cabinet  which  then  directed  the  alfairs  of  the  coun- 
try, and  which  was  the  slave  of  an  odious  faction, 
the  sworn  enemy  of  the  prosperity  of  Mexico,  op- 
posed such  obstacles,  and  gave  me  so  many  proofs 
of  its  hypocrisy  and  bad  faith,  that,  being  unable  to 
make  reason  prevail,  1 have  been  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  force. 

If  your  excellency  has  read  the  printed  docu- 
ments relative  to  the  conferences  at  Jalapa,  you 
will  have  remarked,  that  in  place  of  the  indemnifi- 
cation due  to  my  countrymen,  the  legitimacy  ot 
which  was  not  questioned  by  the  cabinet  of  Mexi- 
co, I only  demanded  that  an  equitable  participation 
in  the  conditions  established  in  favor  of  other  na- 
tions with  which  Mexico  has  concluded  treaties, 
should  be  allowed  to  France  in  future  ; but  the  fac- 
tion of  which  Sr.  Cuevas  is  the  instrument,  had 
resolved,  at  every  cost,  to  withhold  these  conditions 
from  France.  I doubt  not  that  your  excellency  will 
have  experienced  the  deepest  disgust  on  seeing 
with  what  cunning  and  artifice  were  drawn  up  the 
sixth,  seventh  and  ninth  articles  of  the  projet  of  a 
treaty,  which  Sr.  Cuevas  ventured  to  present  to  me 
on  the  very  evening  of  the  day  fixed  for  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  negotiations.  Had  I accepted  such  con- 
ditions, my  countrymen  would  have  remained  ex- 
posed to  every  species  of  injustice  and  violence, 
without  any  security  lor  the  present,  or  guarantee 
for  the  future. 

Being  convinced  ofthe  ill  intentions  of  the  Mexi- 
can minister,  and  of  the  absolute  impossibility  of 
arriving  at  a reasonable  compromise  with  him,  I 
was  obliged  to  attack  the  fortress  of  Ulloa.  I have 
taken  possession  of  it,  but  I hold  it  only  as  a pledge, 
declaring  that  it  shall  be  restored  to  Mexico  so  soon 
as  the  existing  differences  between  the  two  nations 
shall  have  been  settled.  My  conduct  has  been 
throughout  that  of  a friend,  not  of  an  enemy,  to  the 
Mexican  people.  I have  voluntarily  granted  to 
the  garrison  of  Ulloa  a capitulation  the  most  ad- 
vantageous and  honoiable  which  could  have  been 
required.  The  wounded  Mexicans  are  now  in  the 
fortress,  side  by  side  with  the  French,  and  treated 
with  the  same  care  as  brethren.  Holding  posses- 
sion of  Ulloa,  I might  easily  oblige  the  city  of  Ve- 
ra Cruz  to  surrender  at  discretion  ; I might  have 
occupied  it,  but  I abstained  from  doing  so  from  con- 
siderations for  the  honor  of  the  Mexican  nation,  and 
from  respect  for  the  integrity  of  its  teriitory,  until 
at  length  the  violent  proceedings  of  general  Santa 
Anna  obliged  me  to  dismantle  the  town  and  to  take 
away  ( quitarle ) its  cannon.  I did  so  with  every 
possible  consideration  of  the  property  and  lives  of 
its  inhabitants,  and  every  desire  to  soften  the  evils 
of  war.  I gave  liberty,  without  conditions,  to  the 
Mexican  soldiers  who  were  made  prisoners,  and  1 
dismissed  upon  their  parole  the  officers,  with  the 
single  exception  of  general  Arista,  who  has  been 
treated  with  every  respect  and  honor  due  to  his  po- 
sition and  rank. 

Being  master  of  the  sea,  I might,  without  expo- 
sing one  of  my  men,  have  laid  waste  the  whole 
coast  ofthe  Gulf  of  Mexico,  which  lies  within  the 
reach  of  my  guns,  but  I have  abstained  from  doing 
the  slightest  injury.  In  return  for  this,  what  has 
been  the  conduct  of  the;  Mexican  cabinet?  Two 
days  after  it  had  declared  war  against  France,  it  has, 
without  regard  for  its  recent  engagements,  and  for 
all  the  laws  of  humanity,  sent  torth  a savage  decree, 
which  ruins  every  Frenchman  established  in  Mex- 
ico ; violently  expelling  them  from  its  territory  by 


means  of  furious  proclamations,  filled  with  the 
grossest  falsehoods,  and  tending  to  excite  against 
them  the  indignation  of  the  people,  it  has  thus  de- 
livered them  up,  without  defence,  to  all  the  threats 
of  vengeance  and  death  ; it  has  excited  its  agents  to 
aggravate,  by  a thousand  vexations,  the  cruelty  of 
the  law' of  expulsion  ; and  finally,  in  its  madness, 
it  has  issued  a decree  by  which  the  punishment  of 
death  is  to  be  inflicted  on  any  one  who  should  af- 
ford supplies  of  provisions  to  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz 
or  to  the  French.  * * * * 

While  I am  writing  these  lines,  sir,  and  just  as  I 
was  about  to  say  that  such  a government — a gov- 
ernment of  falsehoods  and  hatred — is  unworthy  of 
the  present  state  of  civilization,  and  is  a shame  and 
a scourge  to  the  generous  Mexican  nation,  the  in- 
terests of  which  it  lies  sacrificed,  and  which  it  tends 
to  pervert  and  degrade — I received  the  news  of  i<s 
downfall.  The  federal  constitution  has  just  been 
proclaimed  in  Mexico.  This  great  event  renders 
my  letter  nearly  useless  ; it  may  probably  not  find 
you  in  Tampico,  and  I therefore  hasten  to  conclude 
it  by  repeating  to  you,  in  form,  the  assurance 
that  no  ambitious  views,  no  ideas  at  variance  with 
the  independence  of  Mexico,  have  induced  the 
French  government  to  order  the  expedition  which  1 
have  now  the  honorofcommanding.  Iff  ranee  had 
had  the  slightest  intention  to  attack  the  indepen- 
dence of  Mexico,  or  the  integrity  of  its  territory,  it 
would  not  have  confined  itself  to  the  despatch  of  a na- 
val force  alone,  but  would  have  also  sent  troops  lor 
thefield.  I have  on  board  not  one  soldier;  and,  so 
soon  as  I became  master  of  Ulloa,  I began  to  send 
back  toFrance  the  greater  part  of  my  squadron, keep- 
ing only  what  might  be  necessary  for  the  blockade 
ofthe  ports.  Let  there  be  no  idea,  then,  of  hatred 
between  France  aud  Mexico,  at  a time  when  all 
nations  seek  to  be  united  in  bonds  of  fraternal  ac- 
cord. 

The  sentiment  most  honorable  to  a nation  is  that 
of  universal  good  will  towards  all  the  members  of 
the  great  human  family.  This  sentiment  is,  I can 
assure  you,  general  among  all  my  countrymen.  1 
hope,  however,  that  the  day  is  not  lar  distant  in 
which  the  Mexican  nation,  undeceived  and  made 
acquainted  with  its  true  friends,  will  accept  the 
hand  which  France  holds  out  towards  it  with  the 
most  sincere  feelings  of  kindness.  To  see  such  a 
day  is  the  object  of  my  constant  prayers  ; and  I 
supplicate  your  excellency  to  receive  the  assurance 
of  my  high  consideration. 

CARLOS  BAUDIN, 

Admiral  commanding  the  naval  forces  of  France  on 
the  coast  of  Mexico. 

THE  MEXICAN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  CATTURE  OF  SAN 
JUAN  DE  ULUA. 

Translated  for  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer  from  the 
“ Noticioso  de  Ambos  Mundos.” 

A.  M.  November  27,  1S3S.  To-day  the  fate  of 
Vera  Cruz  will  be  decided.  It  is  supposed  the  re- 
ply of  our  minister  will  not  be  satisfactory  to  the 
French  admiral,  and  war  is  inevitable.  The  ex- 
press has  not  yet  arrived,  and  admiral  Baudin  will 
not  delay  his  attack  beyond  noon. 

A.  M.  The  express  lias  just  entered,  but  only 
brings  a despatch  from  the  British  minister  to  the 
admiral.  Perhaps  his  mediation  may  be  success- 
ful, or  at  least  operate  a delay,  which  may  be  use- 
ful, inasmuch  as  general  Arista’s  division,  will  leave 
Jalapa  to-day  for  this  port. 

9 A.  M.  Two  of  our  officers  have  gone  on  board 
the  fleet  as  commissioners  to  propose  new  terms. 
The  French  residents  are  embarking  on  board  the 
two  Hamburgh  brigs.  The  admiral  has  been  re- 
quested to  delay  the  attack  until  the  infirm  and 
non-combatants  can  leave  the  city.  The  French 
squadron  is  manoeuvring,  and  the  Nereide  is  being 
towed  by  a steam-ship  towards  the  port. 

II  A.  M.  Our  commissioners  have  not  yet  re- 
turned; they  met  the  Nereide  in  the  direction  of 
the  fort.  She  has  come  to  anchor  under  the  batte- 
ries of  Ulna.  The  steam-ship  has  left  her,  and  is 
now  employed  in  towing  up  a bomb  vessel.  The 
French  admiral  has  replied  to  the  British  consul, 
that  he  will  open  his  fire  within  an  hour,  unless 
during  that  period  he  receives  a satisfactory  reply 
from  our  government.  It  is  most  singular  that  this 
document  was  despatched  after  our  commissioners 
reached  the  Nereide. 

1 P.  M.  As  yet  our  commissioners  have  not  re- 
turned. A French  brig  is  opposite  the  battery  of 
Santiago,  and  another  with  a corvette  and  the  Cre- 
ole, commanded  by  prince  de  Joinville,  off  the  bat- 
tery of  Conception.  Another  bomb  vessel  is  along- 
side the  one  before  mentioned,  behind  the  castle. 
The  Iphigenie  and  the  Gloire  are  supporting  the 
Nereide,  and  at  the  other  extremity  of  the  castle, 
in  the  channel,  are  two  corvettes,  and  a third  in  tow 
of  the  steam-ship.  The  Hamburgh  brigs  have 
sailed,  and  under  the  safeguard  of  our  flag  of  truce, 


shamefully  and  infamously  detained.  The  French 
admiral  has  placed  ships  in  the  positions  he  judges 
most  favorable  for  the  attack. 

2^  P.  M.  The  perfidy  iscompleted.  The  French 
fleet  has  opened  its  fire  ; it  appears  directed  solely 
against  the  castle,  and  is  spiritedly  returned.  Our 
commissioners  had  not  left  the  Nereide  when  the 
first  cannon  was  fired  from  her,  and  they  are  now 
crossing  the  harbor  under  a shower  of  balls.  Our 
inhabitants  are  flying  in  every  direction.  A fresh 
breeze  favors  the  enemy . The  cannonading  is  hor- 
rible, but  the  castle  stands  it  bravely.  God  protect 
the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  punish  France  for  this 
atrocious  resort  to  brute  lorce,  with  a complete  de- 
feat. 

3 P.  M.  Our  commissioners  have  just  landed  and 
delivered  to  the  general  a note  from  the  admiral. 
Notwithstanding  the  length  of  their  detention,  it  is 
very  laconic,  and  could  have  been  written  in  five 
minutes.  It  is  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  French  arro- 
gance. 

4 P.  M.  The  bastion  of  San  Miguel  in  the  castle 
has  exploded.  Tiie  fire  on  our  side  is  sustained 
with  vivacity.  That  of  the  fleet  is  superior  to  any 
description. 

5^  P.  M.  An  immense  column  of  dense  black 
smoke  has  concealed  the  upper  battery.  The  can- 
nonade is  so  heavy  that  only  on  the  clearing  up  ofthe 
smoke  we  could  know  positively  that  it  had  blown 
up.  Many  must  have  perished  in  its  ruins.  The 
fire  from  the  castle  begins  to  slacken.  A corvette 
has  withdrawn  from  the  line.  Some  bombs  and 
cannon  balls  have  fallen  within  the  city — the  former 
aie  full  of  combustibles. 

6^  P.  M.  The  fire  from  the  castle  is  very  faint — 
that  of  the  fleet  is  also  much  diminished  ; the  Ne- 
reide is  much  damaged  in  her  upper  works.  Night 
is  approaching,  and  the  victory  appears  undecided. 
Four  other  ships  have  withdrawn  from  the  com- 
bat. 

8 P.  M.  The  fle-e't  has  now  ceased  its  broadsides, 
but  continues  throwing  bombs.  General  Santa 
Anna  (having  heard  the  firing  at  his  plantation) 
has  arrived  here. 

9 P.  M.  The  firing  has  ceased  on  both  sides. 
General  Gaona,  commanding  the  fortress,  has  just 
sent  an  officer  bearing  nis  report  of  its  condition, 
and  soliciting  reinforcements.  Gen.  Santa  Anna 
has  been  despatched  to  inspect  it.  The  shadows 
ot  death  seem  ta  encompass  the  city. 

Midnight.  General  Santa  Anna  represents  the 
castle  as  in  a most  ruinous  state,  and  altogether  un- 
tenable. The  cannon  are  nearly  all  dismounted, 
their  carriages  shattered,  the  bastions  blown  up,  and 
the  ammunition  nearly  expended.  Nine  hundred 
and  fifty  of  the  garrison  killed,  and  an  equal  num- 
ber wounded.  On  his  arrival  at  the  fortress,  he  met 
two  French  officers,  to  whom  gen.  Gaona  had  ex- 
pressed his  intention  to  blow  up  the  whole  struc- 
ture. A council  of  w’ar  was  held.  The  boat?  hav- 
ing been  destroyed  by  the  French  fire,  it  was  found 
impossible  to  transport  the  garrison  to  the  city.  A 
communication  was  made  to  gen.  Rincon,  (com- 
mander-in-chief,) and  he  replied,  “to  act  as  honor 
might  dictate.” 

[The  report  then  proceeds  to  state  that,  after 
several  modifications  of  the  original  proposals  of 
admiral  Baudin,  a capitulation  (the  same  as  that 
which  appeared  in  the  French  statement)  was 
signed  at  9 in  the  morning,  and  at  2 P.  M.  the 
French  flag  was  hoisted  on  Ulua. 

General  Santa  Anna,  in  his  despatch  of  the  5th 
December,  mentions  the  transfer  by  general  Rin- 
con of  the  command  in  chief  to  himself,  and,  after 
communicating  the  declaration  of  war  officially  to 
the  French  admiral,  and  commenting  on  his  reply, 
observes  that,  at  eight  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the 
4th,  he  was  visited  by  the  British  consul,  who  had 
just  returned  from  an  interview  on  board  the  Cui- 
rassier with  admiral  Baudin,  and  had  been  request- 
ed by  him  to  assure  Santa  Anna  that  he  would  not 
turn  his  fire  on  the  city,  unless  obliged  thereto  by 
hostililies  proceeding  from  it — that,  notwithstand- 
ing this  protestation,  at  half  past  five,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  5th,  the  admiral,  at  the  head  of  a force 
of  1500  men,  made  an  attempt  to  surprise  him  ; 
that,  at  the  head  of  a column  hastily  assembled,  he 
had  the  glory  to  repel  the  attempt,  forcing  the 
French  to  re-embark  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
capturing  from  them  on  the  Mole  an  eight-pounder. 
He  mentions  a wound  received  at  the  close  of  this 
attack,  and  expresses  his  belief  that  this  will  be 
the  last  victory  he  can  otter  to  his  country. — Phil. 
Inquirer.'] 

TERMINATION  OF  HIS  DESPATCH. 

“At  the  close  of  my  existence,  I cannot  but  ex- 
press the  delight  I feel  on  having  seen  the  begin- 
ning of  a reconciliation  among  the  Mexicans.  My 
last  embrace  was  given  to  general  Arista,  with 
whom,  unfortunately,  I was  at  variance.  I trans- 
mit it  hence  to  the  president  of  the  republic,  in 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— FEB.  23,  1839— NEW  JERSEY  ELECTION. 


405 


token  of  my  gratitude  for  the  honor  conferred  upon 
me  in  the  hour  of  danger.  I give  it  also  to  all  my 
countrymen,  and  I conjure  them,  for  the  sake  of 
that  country  now  so  awfully  endangered,  to  lay 
down  their  resentments,  and  to  unite,  forming  an 
impenetrable  wall,  against  which  French  temerity 
shall  be  dashed  to  pieces. 

“ I request  of  the  government  of  my  country 
that  my  body  may  be  interred  beneath  these  sands, 
so  that  all  uiy  fellow-soldiers  may  know  that  this 
is  the  battle  front  that  I have  traced  out  for  them  — 
and  henceforward  let  not  the  foul  footsteps  of  these 
usurping  enemies  profane  our  territory.  I require 
also  from  my  fellow-citizens  that  our  victory  be  not 
stained  by  any  attacks  on  the  defenceless  French 
who  are  dwelling  among  us  under  the  guaranty 
of  our  laws.  May  my  countrymen  always  exhibit 
themselves  to  the  world  as  magnanimous  and  just 
as  they  are  valiant  in  the  defence  of  their  holy  and 
sacred  lights. 

“ May  all  the  Mexicans,  forgetful  of  my  politi- 
cal errors,  allow  me  the  onlyr  title  I wish  to  leave 
to  my  children,  that  of  a good  Mexican. 

“ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA.” 


ALABAMA. 

Joint  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly 
of  the  state  of  Alabama , responsive  to  certain  joint  re- 
solutions of  the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  touching 
the  currency  and  the  administration  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment. 

Whereas,  certain  joint  resolutions  of  the  general  as- 
sembly of  the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  entitled 
“ Joint  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  currency  and  the 
administration  of  the  general  government,’’  have  been 
communicated  to  this  general  assembly  by  the  governor 
of  this  state,  agreeably  to  a request  preferred  in  said 
joint  resolutions.  These  resolutions  deplore  the  evils 
produced  in  the  country  by  the  general  suspension  of 
specie  payments  in  May,  1837.  They  charge  these 
evils  mainly  to  the  acts  of  the  late  administration,  es- 
pecially to  the  veto  of  the  bill  re-chartering  the  late 
bank  of  the  United  States,  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  the  specie  circular.  They  charge  the  present  ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States  with  a want  of  sympathy 
with  tlie  people  whom  they  are  pleased  to  represent  as 
“suffering,”  and  with  cold  indifference  to  the  country 
whose  condition  they  are  pleased  to  consider  “lamen- 
table,” and  as  being  anxious  only  “to  supply  the  wants 
of  the  Ueasurv,  and  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  offi- 
cial corps.”  They  denounce  the  independent  treasury 
scheme  as  tending  “ to  augment  executive  power 
“ to  the  ('Harassment,  by  the  executive  of  the  United 
States,  of  all  the  paper  emissions;”  “to  place  in  his 
possession,  or  under  his  control,  a great  portion  of  the 
specie  of  the  country  “ to  abuse,  waste,  and  corrup- 
tion,” and  finally  to  “the  union  of  the  purse  and  the 
sword  and  they  express  great  satisfaction  at  the  de- 
feat of  the  bill,  having  for  its  object  the  establishment 
of  this  system  at  the  last  session  of  congress.  They 
express  dee;)  regret  that  the  present  chief  magistrate  of 
the  United  States,  heedless  of  experience,  as  they  pre- 
tend, is  resolved  to  persevere  in  ruining  the  country, 
and  destroying  the  liberties  of  the  people.  They  de- 
clare that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  federal  government  to 
secure  a general  medium  of  circulation  of  uniform 
value  throughout  the  United  States,  and  recommend  a 
United  States  bank  as  the  most  efficient  means  for  the 
accomplishment  of  such  an  end.  They  charge  the 
late  administration  of  the  federal  government  with 
“ wasteful  extravagance,”  and  (lie  late  president  with 
“abuse,  encroachments,  and  usurpations;”  and,  fi- 
nally, they  declare  that  “every  consideration  of  safety, 
of  interest,  and  pride  of  national  character,  demands 
a thorough  reform  of  the  administration  of  the  general 
government.’’  The  general  assembly  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Kentucky,  in  communicating,  in  this  form, 
her  own  views  and  opinions  on  the  various  subjects  to 
her  sister  states,  it  was  doubtless  intended  and  desired 
by  the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky  to  elicit  ours  in  re- 
turn. In  response  to  the  general  assembly  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Kentucky  touching  the  premises, 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  state  of  Alabama,  in  general  assembly  con- 
vened, That  this  state  does  not  concur  with  the  com- 
monwealth of  Kentucky  in  the  views  and  opinions  ex- 
pressed by  the  latterin  her  resolutions  aforesaid,  on  any 
of  the  prominent  or  important  questions  therein  pre- 
sented, but  that,  on  the  contrary,  those  views  and  opi- 
nions generally  meet  our  decided  dissent.  We  disa- 
gree with  our  sister  Kentucky  respecting  the  causes  of 
the  late  suspension  of  specie  payments  and  its  conse- 
quent evils,  and  insist  that  the  same  was  mainly  attri- 
butable to  other  causes  than  any  action  of  the  federal 
government.  We  eschew  a national  bank  in  every 
form  in  which  it  can  be  presented,  and  heartily  applaud 
the  late  president  for  the  virtue  and  firmness  with  which 
he  combatted,  and  finally  overthrew,  that  strong  tower 
of  federalism  and  aristocracy,  the  late  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
led  States.  We  deny  that  it  is  either  the  right  or  the 
duty  of  the  federal  government  to  furnish  a general 
currency  for  the  country.  The  right  and  duty  of  that 
government,  in  this  regard,  begin  and  end,  as  we  con- 
ceive, with  furnishing  a currency  standard  of  value, 
and  with  preserving  and  maintaining  that  standard  by 
suitable  regulations  respecting  her  own  receipts  and 
disbursements.  We  consider  the  charge  of  want  of 
sympathy  with  the  people,  and  of  indifference  to  the 
interests  of  the  country,  made  against  president  Van 


Buren,  as  the  mere  ebullitions  of  political  animosity, 
without  truth  or  reason  to  support  it. 

Resolved,  That  we  esteem  ourselves  a prosperous, 
free,  and  highly  favored  people,  and  cannot  be  per- 
suaded either  that  we  are  “suffering,”  or  that  the  con- 
dition of  our  country  is  “ lamentable.” 

Resolved,  That  we  admire,  approve,  and  will  cor- 
dially support  the  separation  of  bank  and  state,  and 
the  establishment  of  an  independent  treasury,  and  con- 
fidently expect  the  intrinsic  merits  of  this  great  measure, 
ultimately  to  vindicate  its  claims  with  an  intelligent  and 
patriotic  people,  over  selfishness,  passion,  and  political 
prejudice” 

Resolved,  That  we  have  listened  without  emotion  to 
the  expressions  of  our  sister  Kentucky  about  “ the 
union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword,  and  the  ruin  of  the 
country  and  liberty;”  the  defeated  and  disappointed 
panic  makers  of  the  last  six  years  have  made  such  lan- 
guage trite  and  familiar 

Resolved,  That  vve  are  satisfied  with  the  present  ad- 
ministration and  its  leading  measures.  We  want  no 
reform,  and,  least  of  all,,  such  a reform  as  our  sister 
Kentucky  would  be  likely  to  give  us — a national  bank, 
a protective  tariff,  a grand  and  corrupting  system  ot  in- 
ternal improvement  by  the  federal  government. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  with  mingled  sorrow  and  in- 
dignation, the  charge  of  “abuse,  encroachments,  and 
usurpations,”  made  against  the  venerable  retired  patriot 
of  the  Hermitage.  Passion  and  prejudice  may  do  their 
worst ; he  is  beyond  their  reach.  In  the  eloquent  lan- 
guage of  another,  “ he  has  carried  the  star  of  his  civil 
fame  to  the  highest  point  in  the  political  firmament, 
there  to  remain  forever,  searing  the  eyeballs  of  envy, 
but  cheering  the  heart  and  guiding  the  footsteps  of  pa- 
triotism, and  shedding  its  benign  influence  on  the  free- 
dom, happinessr.prosperity,  and  glory  of  his  country.’’ 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  ot  this  state  be  request- 
ed to  forward  a copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  re- 
solutions to  the  governor  of  the  commonwealth  of  Ken- 
tucky, with  a request  that  he  will  lay  the  same  before 
the  general  assembly  of  that  commonwealth. 

J.  W.  McCLUNG, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
JAMES  M.  CALHOUN, 
President  of  the  senate. 

Approved,  Jan.  26th,  1839.  A.  P.  BAGBY. 
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mr.  Armstrong’s  speech. 

Remarks  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  of  Essex,  made  in  privy 
council,  October  3lst,  on  the  powers  and  duly  of  the 
governor  and  privy  council  in  canvassing  the  votes 
for  representatives  in  congress. 

Mr.  A commenced  by  remarking  (hat  he  saw 
around  him  many  to  whom  age  and  experience  had 
given  a wisdom  which  could  not  be  expected  from 
those  of  fewer  years,  and  from  whom  he  should 
have  been  glad  to  hear  an  expression  of  their  sen- 
timents before  stating  his  own.  It  might  be  that 
their  silence  was  owing  to  that  very  wisdom,  and 
that  in  what  he  should  say,  he  would  give  evidence 
that  he  was  at  least  as  much  their  inferior  in  judg- 
ment as  in  age.  He  had,  however,  formed  an  opi- 
nion upon  the  subject  before  them;  and  as  there 
was  nothing  either  in  the  motives  by  which  he  had 
been  guided,  or  the  result  at  which  he  had  arrived, 
that  he  wished  to  keep  back  or  conceal,  he  should 
proceed  to  state  that  opinion,  and  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  had  been  formed,  declaring  at  the  same 
time  his  entire  willingness  to  abandon  or  change  it, 
if  convinced  that  it  was  wrong.  The  question  be- 
fore them,  like  every  other  in  a representative  gov- 
ernment connected  with  the  elective  franchise,  was 
one  of  great  delicacy  and  interest.  From  the  time 
he  became  aware  that  he  should  be  required  to  act 
upon  it  officially,  he  had  given  to  it  much  thought, 
and  had  anxiously  sought  to  avail  himself  of  all  the 
means  within  his  reach,  to  aid  him  in  forming  a cor- 
rect judgment.  He  had  listened  attentively  to  the 
remarks  of  the  learned  counsel  who  had  yesterday 
addressed  them,  and  had  reflected  deliberately  and 
dispassionately  upon  the  views  and  arguments  (hen 
presented.  If  they  had  wrought  no  change  in  his 
opinion,  it  was  not  owing  to  any  unwillingness  on 
his  part,  to  follow  what  he  believed  to  be  the  truth, 
no  matter  whence  it  might  come  or  whither  it  might 
lead  him. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  main  question  before 

them,  he  begged  leave  to  remind  his  associates,  that 
in  this  matter  they  were  acting  in  a ministerial,  or 
at  most  a judicial,  not  a legislative  capacity.  As- 
sembling as  they  did  from  day  to  day  in  that  very 
chamber,  to  discuss  the  policy  and  expediency  of 
law3,  and  r>f  moulding  and  shaping  them  as  ap- 
peared best  for  the  public  good,  there  was  naturally 
great  danger  of  their  bringing  the  habits  of  thought 
and  action  thus  acquired,  to  bear  upon  the  subject 
now  before  them.  The  application  of  such  a rule 
would  be  clearly  and  palpably  wrong  : they  were 
now  acting  under  the  law  already  made,  and  were 
as  much  bound  by  its  provisions,  as  the  most  infe- 
rior judge  or  officer  in  the  state.  Asking  them 

then,  to  bear  constantly  in  mind  that  they  were  to 
execute  not  to  make  the  law,  he  would,  without 
further  remarks,  proceed  to  state  what  that  law  was, 


and  what,  in  his  view,  was  the  proper  construction 
of  it.  The  law  was  passed  in  1807,  and  would  be 
found  in  the  revised  laws,  pages  534  and  535. 
After  directing  that  the  election  for  representatives 
in  congress  shall  be  conducted  in  the  same  manner 
as  elections  for  state  and  county  officers,  it  pro- 
vides that  after  the  close  of  the  polls  the  judges 
and  clerk  of  election  shall  without  delay  take  an 
account  of,  and  cast  up  the  votes  given  in  for  each 
candidate,  and  make  a list  of  the  same;  which  list 
they  shall  sign,  certify,  seal  up,  direct  and  trans- 
mit to  the  clerk  of  the  county,  to  whom  it  i3  ex- 
pressly required  to  be  delivered  before  five  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  Saturday  next  after  the  day 
of  election.  The  law  further  provides  that  the 
clerk  of  the  counly  “ shall  then  proceed  in  a pub- 
lic manner  to  make  one  general  list  of  all  the  can- 
didates voted  for  as  aforesaid,  together  with  the 
number  of  votes  received,  (not  given,)  for  each  of 
them,  atid  shall  transmit  the  same,  at  the  expense 
of  the  state,  to  the  governor  or  persons  administer- 
ing the  government,  within  seven  days  thereafter.” 
Thus  far,  said  Mr.  A.,  all  appears  to  be  perfectly 
plain  and  explicit.  The  duties  of  the  officers  of 
the  respective  townships  are  clearly  pointed  out 
and  positively  enjoined,  all  having  in  view  the  col- 
lection in  the  county  clerk’s  office,  of  the  lists  of 
the  several  townships.  From  the  materials  thus  fur- 
nished, that  is  from  the  lists  which  have  been  made, 
signed,  sealed,  certified  and  transmitted,  and  de- 
livered to  him  by  the  township  officers  before  five 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  Saturday  next  after 
the  election,  the  county  clerk  is  required  then,  that 
is  at  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  to 
proceed  to  make  one  general  list.  He  has  no  right 
to  employ  any  other  means,  or  to  be  guided  by  any 
other  information  than  such  as  have  been  obtained 
in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  law;  nor  can  he 
legally  dispense  with  any  of  the  formalities  which 
the  statute  requires.  If  he  undertakes  to  do  either, 
he  becomes,  as  was  yesterday  observed,  “an 
usurper,  and  guilty  of  treason  against  the  people.” 
But  as  our  representatives  in  congress  are  elected 
not  by  counties  or  districts,  but  by  general  ticket, 
it  is  therefore  necessary  that  the  votes  of  the  whole 
state  should  be  collected  together  and  canvassed. 
For  this  purpose  the  clerks  are  required,  within 
seven  days  after  making  the  general  list  of  all  the 
candidates  voted  for,  together  with  the  number  of 
votes  received  for  each,  to  transmit  the  same  to 
the  governor  or  person  administering  the  govern- 
ment. His  duties  and  ours  are  prescribed  in  the 
next  or  5tn  section,  which  enacts,  “ That  the  gov- 
ernor, or  person  administering  the  government  of 
the  state,  shall,  within  five  days  after  receiving  the 
said  list,  laylAe  same  before  a privy  council,  to  be 
by  him  summoned  for  that  purpose,  and  after  cast- 
ing up  the  whole  number  of  votes  from  the  several 
counties  for  each  candidate,  the  said  governor,  or 
person  administering  the  government,  and  privy 
council,  shall  determine  the  six  persons  who  have 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  from  the  whole  state 
for  representatives  in  congress  of  the  United  States 
from  this  state,  which  six  persons  the  governor,  or 
person  administering  the  government,  shall  forth- 
with commission,”  &c.  Did  we  not  know  that  such 
was  the  case,  we  might  suppose  that  the  plain  and 
explicit  language  of  the  statute  left  no  room  for  a 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  its  meaning.  We  are 
called  upon  to  perform  a duty  purely  ministerial. 
We  may,  like  all  other  ministerial  officers,  examine 
and  see  that  the  returns  made  (o  us  are  in  due  form  : 
but  having  done  that,  we  only  “ cast  up”  the  votes 
thus  brought  before  us  and  determine  the  result. 
To  show  that  such  was  the  light  in  which  the  offi- 
cers to  whom  the  laws  of  the  several  states  had  en- 
trusted the  duty  of  canvassing  the  votes  lor  repre- 
sentatives in  congress,  and  granting  commissions 
in  pursuance  of  such  canvass,  were  regarded  by  the 
bouse  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  he 
asked  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  council  to 
an  extract  from  the  report  of  a debate  which  oc- 
curred in  the  house  upon  a contested  election  be- 
tween Thomas  Spaulding  and  Cowles  Mead,  of 
Georgia,  in  1805.  By  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  elections,  it  appears  that  in  consequence  of  the 
votes  of  a part  of  the  district  not  having  been  re- 
turned within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  law  of  the 
state,  the  governor,  who  was  empowered  to  “ count 
up  the  votes,”  had  given  a commission  to  Mead, 
when  in  fact  a majority  of  the  votes  had  been  given 
to  Spaulding,  and  the  committe  therefore  reported 
in  favor  of  his  being  admitted  to  hi3  seat.  In  the 
discussion  to  which  this  report  gave  rise,  and  which 
is  reported  in  a volume  Of  “ cases  of  contested 
election  in  congress  from  1789  to  1834,”  published 
under  the  direction  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
page  163,  are  the  following  remarks  : “Asa  mat- 
ter of  necessity,  some  authority  must  reside  in  the 
states,  to  count  tip  the  whole  number  of  votes,  and 
to  certify  the  persons  elected.  This  power  was 
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vested  in  different  ways  in  the  several  states  : who- 
ever exercised  it,  could  be  considered  only  as  the 
certifying  officer,  whose  certificate  was  not  a decision 
but  simply  a return,  subject  to  the  control  of  this 
house,  which  is  made  by  the  constitution  the  judge 
of  it.  Suppose  votes  received  in  contravention  of 
a state  law,  after  the  time  fixed  for  receiving  them, 
are  included  in  returns  made  to  the  governor,  he  is 
not  to  judge  of  the  legality  of  the  votes  given  ; the 
state  law  only  directs  him  to  “ count  up”  the  votes 
returned ; whether  they  ought  or  ought  not  to  be 
received,  he  cannot  judge  ; of  this  the  house  is  the 
judge.  He  cannot  receive  evidence  out  of  the  returns  : 
he  therefore  counts  up  the  votes,  proclaims  the  per- 
son having  the  highest  number,  and  the  returns  are 
forwarded  to  this  body.  Suppose  the  presiding  of- 
ficer to  have  refused  votes  offered  in  time  ; suppose 
he  had  refused  all  the  votes  given  for  a candidate 
in  several  counties,  the  governor  could  not  pay  any 
attention  to  these  votes,  for  his  certificate  must  be 
founded  exclusively  on  the  votes  returned  to  him  ; 
he  would  be  obliged  to  certify  as  duly  elected,  the 
person  having  the  highest  number  of  such  votes, 
although  it  might  be  proved  that  the  suppressed  voles, 
if  counted,  would  have  given  the  highest  number  to 
another  candidate 

In  page  513  of  the  same  book,  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  elections  in  1826,  upon  the  case  of 
Biddle  and  Richard  against  Wing  (to  which  he 
would  have  occasion  to  refer  again)  is  the  following 
strong  language  : “ To  enable  the  governor  to  grant 
a certificate,  an  election  must  be  held.  The  officers 
of  the  election,  must  certify  the  result  in  their  seve- 
ral districts,  to  the  canvassers,  who  must  certify  to 
the  governor:  they  are  all  ministerial  officers,  and 
error  committed  by  any  of  them,  either  through  mistake 
or  design,  is  to  be  corrected  by  the  house.”  Language 
such  as  this,  and  coming  from  such  a source,  would 
seem  to  leave  no  room  for  doubt  ormisapprehension. 

It  has  been  urged,  however,  that  our  duties  are  not 
ministerial  but  judicial,  because  a power  to  “ deter- 
mine” always  and  by  necessary  implication,  involves 
a power  and  an  obligation  to  investigate  and  examine. 
Such  certainly  was  not  always  the  meaning  of  the 
term,  lor  it  was  as  common  as  it  was  correct,  to  speak 
of  “determining”  a disputed  or  doubtful  matter  “ by 
lot;”  a process  certainly  not  very  judicial  in  its  na- 
ture, nor  implying  either  investigation  or  delibera- 
tion. 

But  even  if  it  should  be  thought  that  we  were  not 
purely  ministerial  officers,  but  acted  in  a judicial 
character  in  this  matter,  the  law’  has  limited  and  pre- 
scribed to  us  the  means  and  mode  of  making  our  de- 
cision. Even  the  regular  courts  of  law,  may  be,  and 
often  are  limited  and  restricted  as  to  the  evidence 
upon  which  their  judgment  must  be  founded.  In 
proof  of  this  he  would  merely  refer  to  an  instance 
familiar  to  all  who  heard  him.  On  appeals  from  the 
judgments  ol  justices,  the  court  of  common  pleas 
was  authorized  and  required  to  hear  and  decide  the 
cause  anew  upon  its  merits,  but  could  receive  no 
other  evidence  than  had  been  offered  before  the  infe- 
rior court,  except  it  were  introduced  in  a mode  par- 
ticularly pointed  out  in  the  statute. 

But  in  addition  to  what  appeared  to  him  the  plain 
meaning  of  the  language  of  the  law,  there  were 
other  and  strong  reasons  for  the  opinion  that  it  was 
not  designed  that  the  governor  and  privy  council, 
should  go  beyond  the  returns  of  the  clerks  and  the 
simple  duty  of  “ casting  up”  the  votes  thus  brought 
before  them,  into  a general  examination  and  canvass- 
ing of  the  whole  matter.  The  first  that  he  would 
mention  was,  that  they  had  no  power  to  bring  be- 
fore them  the  witnesses  and  documents  necessary  for 
such  an  examination.  He  presumed  that  no  such 
general  power  would  be  claimed  for  them  by  any  one. 
The  attempt  to  exercise  the  power  of  sending  for 
persons  and  papers,  by  the  privy  council  in  the  mo- 
ther country,  had  been  firmly  resisted,  and  had  given 
rise  to  some  severe  struggles,  and  he  presumed  that 
no  instance  could  be  found  in  this  state  since  the  re- 
volution, in  which  a governor  and  privy  council  had 
exercised  any  such  power.  If  they  possessed  it  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  it  must  be  given  to  them  by 
the  word  “determine,”  which  it  is  insisted  also 
clothes  them  with  judicial  authority.  This  cer- 
tainly was  a very  brief  warrant  for  so  extensive  a 
ower  as  was  now  claimed  for  them — a power  to 
rag  the  citizens  of  the  state  without  stint  or  limita- 
tion, from  their  homes  and  business,  and  to  bring  be- 
fore them  records  and  papers  from  every  election 
box  and  every  county  clerk’s  office  in  the  state,  and 
to  punish  by  fine  and  imprisonment  at  their  own 
unquestionable  discretion,  any  sturdy  republican  who 
should  not  obey  their  process.  The  regular  estab- 
lished courts  of  law,  were  disposed,  and  justly,  to 
watch  with  great  jealousy  the  claim  of  powers  so 
extensive,  by  any  thing  like  intendment  or  construc- 
tion, and  would  not  concede  them  without  an  express 
grant  from  the  legislature.  He  begged  leave  to  re- 
fer the  council  to  a case  upon  this  point,  which  had 


been  but  recently  decided  by  the  supreme  court  of 
this  state.  By  the  charter  of  the  Camden  and  Am- 
boy railroad  company,  (Harrison’s  Compilation,  p 
289,)  it  was  provided  that  if  the  company  and  the 
owner  of  land  needed  for  the  construction  of  their 
road,  could  not  agree  upon  its  value,  the  company 
might  apply  to  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  “ for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  ex- 
amine and  appraise  the  said  land,  and  to  assess  the 
damages,”  which  commissioners  having  taken  an 
oath  “ faithfully  and  impartially  to  examine  the  mat- 
ter in  question,  and  to  make  a true  report  according 
to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  understanding”  were 
directed  “ to  view  and  examine  the  said  land  and  to 
make  a just  and  equitable  estimate  or  appraisement 
of  the  value  of  the  same.”  As  this  provision  was 
designed  to  secure  to  the  citizen  a just  remuneration 
for  his  freehold  which  had  been  taken  trorn  him 
without  his  consent,  it  is  one  which  ought,  if  any, 
to  receive  a liberal  construction.  So,  it  seems, 
thought  the  commissioners,  who  by  the  law  must  not 
be  residents  of  the  county  in  which  the  lands  lay, 
and  to  aid  them  in  acquiring  the  information  requi- 
site for  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  they  received 
the  testimony  of  those  whom  they  supposed  to  be 
better  acquainted  with  the  value  of  the  lands  than 
they  were  themselves.  But  when  the  matter  was 
brought  before  the  supreme  court,  they  said  “ The 
commissioners  examined  witnesses  under  oath.  In 
so  doing,  they  exceeded  their  authority  : they  had  no 
power  to  swear  or  examine  witnessses ; such  pro- 
ceedings were  coram  non  judice,  and  whether  the 
witnesses  were  all  on  one  side,  or  on  both  sides, 
makes  no  difference  : the  commissioners  resorted  to 
a mode  of  gaining  information  and  forming  their 
opinion,  from  a source  not  warranted  by  law.  The 
commissioners  are  to  judge  from  inspection,  from 
their  own  view  and  examination  of  the  premises” — 
and  set  aside  the  report.  2d  Green’s  Rep.  167. 
From  this  case,  they  might  perceive  in  what  light  an 
attempt  to  call  witnesses  before  them,  would  be  re- 
garded by  the  courts  of  law  ; and  that  the  legislature 
had  not  considered  them  as  possessing  it,  he  thought 
manifest  from  their  having  by  statute  passed  in  1820 
(rev.  laws,  p.  799)  giving  to  the  governor  the  power 
to  send  expresses  (not  a sergeant  at  arms,  nor  a she- 
riff) to  the  county  clerks  for  the  returns,  if  not  made 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  law.  And  even  if  per- 
sons should  voluntarily  come  before  us  and  testify, 
the  law  would  inflict  no  punishment  upon  them  for 
making  the  most  wilfully  false  statement:  the  pun- 
ishment of  their  crime  must  be  left  to  some  other 
than  an  earthly  tribunal.  He  was  still  further  con- 
firmed in  his  belief  that  we  had  no  power  to  send 
for  or  examine  witnesses,  from  the  fact  that  the 
judges  of  the  election  in  the  several  townships  who 
must  necessarily  decide  upon  the  right  of  every  per- 
son offering  his  vote,  had  no  legal  authority  to  ad- 
minister an  oath  or  to  examine  persons  touching  the 
qualifications  of  voters,  until  it  was  given  to  them 
by  a law  passed  in  1833,  (Harr.  Comp.  459,)  and 
even  now  had  no  power  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
witnesses. 

That  the  law  was  not  designed  to  give  them  the 
power,  or  to  make  it  their  duty  to  go  into  a general 
examination  of  the  matter,  he  thought  was  fuither 
apparent  from  the  nature  of  the  return  which  the 
county  clerks  were  to  make  to  them.  They  were  re- 
quired to  transmit — not  the  original  returns  made 
to  them  by  the  township  officers  ; nor  even  copies  of 
them  ; not  a statement  of  the  votes  received  in  each 
township  ; but  they  were  to  make  one  general  list  of 
all  the  candidates  voted  for  as  aforesaid,  together  with 
the  number  of  votes  received  (not  given)  for  each  of 
them,  and  to  transmit  that.  If  he  was  correct  in  the 
opinion  already  expressed,  that  the  governor  and 
council  had  no  right  to  send  lor  persons  and  papers, 
it  was  manifest  that  they  could  not  legally  have  be- 
fore them  any  thing  but  the  lists  thus  made  and  trans- 
mitted by  the  county  clerks.  The  clerks  were  not 
bound  to  distinguish  the  voters  of  one  township  from 
those  of  another,  or  to  show  how  they  arrived  at  the 
result,  but  simply  to  forward  the  aggregate  of  the 
votes  for  each  candidate.  As  some  remark  had  yes- 
terday been  made  upon  Ihe  form  of  the  return  made 
by  the  clerk  of  Cumberland,  as  though  its  generality 
was  designed  to  conceal  and  cover  up  the  alleged  re- 
jection of  the  votes  of  one  township,  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  observe  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a full 
and  exact  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
law,  and  whether  right  or  wrong,  was  in  precisely 
the  same  form  as  every  other  return  from  that  coun- 
ty which  he  had  found  upon  the  files,  and  he  had  ex- 
amined several  of  them.  The  tabular  statement, 
transmitted  from  several  of  the  counties  was  not 
required,  and  though  it  answered  the  purpose  of  the 
law,  was  certainly  not  in  exact  conformity  to  its 
letter. 

The  same  conclusion  he  thought  must  be  drawn 
from  a view  of  the  whole  system  which  the  law 
has  provided  for  ascertaining  the  result  of  the  elec- 


tion. The  township  officers  alter  receiving  the 
ballots  of  individual  voters,  were  required  to  count 
them  up ; and  having  thus  ascertained  the  aggre- 
gate of  the-votes  of  the  township,  were  to  forward 
that  aggregate  (not  the  original  ballots)  to  the 
county  clerk,  who  was  required  in  return  to  count 
up  these  township  aggregates  and  make  an  aggre- 
gate of  the  votes  of  the  county,  and  to  transmit 
that  aggregate  (not  the  township  returns)  to  the 
governor  and  privy  council,  who  were  to  cast  them 
up  and  make  an  aggregate  of  the  votes  of  the  state. 
The  powers  and  duties  of  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil in  reference  to  the  returns  of  the  county  clerks, 
were,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  precisely  similar  to 
those  of  the  county  clerks  in  reference  to  the  re- 
turns of  the  township  officers.  He  had  never 
learned  that  any  county  clerk  had  claimed  or  at- 
tempted to  exercise  authority  to  go  behind  the  re- 
turns of  the  township  officers,  to  examine  into  the 
regularity  or  irregularity  of  their  conduct  in  re- 
ceiving or  rejecting  the  votes  offered  by  individ- 
uals. But  if  any  person  should  think  that  as  the 
governor  and  council  were  to  determine  to  whom 
the  commissions  were  to  be  given,  they  must  ne- 
cessarily possess  larger  powers  than  the  county 
clerks,  he  would  referthem  to  the  duties  and  powers 
of  the  clerks  in  the  election  of  members  of  the  legis- 
lature. In  reference  to  them  the  county  clerks  oc- 
cupied the  same  relative  position,  that  the  gover- 
nor and  council  did  to  members  of  congress — they 
granted  the  certificates  upon  which  the  persons 
holding  them  were  entitled  to  take  their  seats  and 
to  hold  them  until  adjudged  to  others  by  the  body 
of  which  they  claimed  to  be  members.  If  any 
case  had  ever  occurred  in  the  history  of  the  state 
in  which  a county  clerk  had  attempted  in  the  dis- 
charge of  this  duty,  to  examine  into  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  township  officers,  or  to  dispense  with 
any  of  the  requirements  of  the  statute,  he  was  not 
aware  of  it.  In  the  case  of  Thomas  Cox  vs.  William 
Reynolds  oT  Monmouth  county,  referred  to  yester- 
day, it  appeared  by  the  report  of  the  committee  ot 
assembly  (minutes  of  1814,  pages  11  and  13)  that 
Cox  actually  received  a majority  of  the  votes  in  the 
county,  but  that  by  mistake  the  officers  of  the  town- 
ship of  Stafford  in  making  their  returns  to  the  coun- 
ty clerk,  had  written  the  name  James  Cox  instead  of 
Thomas  : the  clerk  following  the  returns,  had  given 
a certificate  of  election  to  Reynolds,  who  had  a lar- 
ger number  of  votes  than  Cox,  exclusive  of  those 
from  Stafford  ; and  though  the  committee  reported 
in  favor  of  admitting  Cox  to  the  seat,  and  the  house 
concurred  in  their  report,  he  had  not  discovered  the 
slightest  intimation  that  the  clerk  might  or  ought  to 
have  corrected  the  mistake.  In  the  case  of  Board 
and  Lydeckervs.  Colfax  and  Van  Houfen,  also  refer- 
red to  yesterday,  (minutes  of  assembly  in  1815,  pa- 
ges 6 and  8,)  it  appeared  that  the  returns  of  Frank- 
lin township,  in  Bergen  county,  owing  to  fraud  or 
accident,  were  not  received  at  the  clerk’s  office  until 
two  hours  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited  by 
law,  in  consequence  of  which  the  clerk  did  not  count 
them,  but  gave  certificates  to  Colfax  and  Van  Hou- 
ten,  who  had  the  largest  number  of  votes  from  the 
rest  of  the  county.  The  committee,  consisting  of 
gen.  Jonathan  Dayton,  of  Essex,  William  Pearson, 
of  Burlington,  and  Samuel  L.  Southard, of  Somerset, 
reported  in  favor  Messrs.  Board  and  Lydecker,  who 
had  the  greatest  nurnberof  votes  if  those  of  Franklin 
were  included,  and  the  house  unanimously  sustained 
their  report;  but  here  again  he  had  looked  in  vain 
for  the  slightest  intimation  of  an  opinion  that  the 
clerk  ought  to  have  received  those  votes.  In  1833 
the  clerk  of  the  county  of  Essex,  finding  that  upon 
the  face  of  the  returns  made  to  him,  Jacob  K.  Mead 
and  Amzi  Dodd  had  an  equal  number  of  votes  for 
member  of  council,  advertised  for  a new  election,  as 
the  law  directs  in  case  of  a tie.  At  the  opening  of 
the  legislature,  Mr.  Mead  presented  a petition  alleg- 
ing that  certain  tickets  on  which  the  initial  letters 
only  of  his  first  name  were  written,  had  been  improp- 
erly rejected  by  the  township  officers  and  as  these 
would  give  him  a majority  of  the  votes,  he  was  en- 
titled to  his  seat.  A remonstance  was  also  present- 
ed from  sundry  citizens  of  the  county,  insisting  that 
the  official  canvass  should  be  final  and  conclusive. 
Both  papers  were  referred  to  a committee  consisting 
of  James  S.  Green,  Alexander  Wurts,  and  Richard 
Campion,  whose  report  will  be  found  in  the  printed 
minutes  of  council  of  that  year,  pages  20  to  26.  The 
committee  regarded  the  clerk  as  merely  a ministerial 
officer,  remarking  that  “the  only  guide  to  the  clerk  is 
the  certificate  of  the  several  township  officers,”  and 
after  referring  to  a case  in  Hunterdon  county  in 
1829,  in  which  Stacy  G.  Potts  had  been  admitted  to 
a seat  in  the  assembly,  upon  the  ground  that  although 
it  appeared  by  the  official  returns  made  to  the  county 
clerk,  that  an  equal  number  of  votes  were  given  for 
himself  and  another  candidate,  yet  that  there  was  er- 
ror in  those  returns,  and  that  he  had  actually  receiv- 
ed a majority  of  the  votes,  recommended  that  Mr. 
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Mead  s'uoul ! be  admitted  to  his  seat,  which  was 
unanimously  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Mead  held  his  seal 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Again,  it  was  plain  to  his  mind,  from  the  very 
constitution  of  the  privy  council,  that  it  could  nev- 
er have  been  intended  as  a judicial  tribunal  to  in- 
vestigate and  settle  contested  elections.  By  the 
constitution  of  the  state,  it  may  consist  of  any  three 
or  more  members  of  the  legislative  council.  The 
governor  may,  at  his  pleasure,  summon  any  three 
of  those  members  whom  he  shall  choose,  or  he 
may  summon  the  whole,  and  in  either  case  their 
powers  and  duties  are  the  same,  and  the  law  is 
equallycoinplied  with.  Can  it  be  possible  that  the 
laws  ofNew  Jeisey  have  confided  judicial  control 
over  the  result  of  a popular  election,  and  powers  so 
extensive  as  are  now  asserted,  to  a body  thus  fluc- 
tuating, and  whose  decisions  must  be  necessarilv 
so  much  under  the  influence  of  a single  person  ? 
Consider  also,  that  these  judges  are  a part  of  the 
very  electors  whose  votes  are  to  be  canvassed,  and 
naturally  have  til ei r feelings  more  or  less  warmly 
enlisted  in  favor  of  one  or  the  other  set  of  candi- 
dates, and  that  every  fourth  year,  they  have  been 
themselves  chosen  at  the  same  time  as  the  members 
of  congress,  and  both  elections  may  depend  upon 
the  very  questions  which  they  are  called  upon  to 
decide.  In  matters  of  form,  and  the  simple  arith- 
metical process  of  “casting  up”  the  votes  returned 
to  them,  there  could  be  little  room  for  difference  of 
opinion  ; but  it  they  went  beyond  and  entered  into 
an  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  the  clerics  and  of- 
ficers of  election  in  receiving  or  rejecting  votes  or 
returns,  it  would  be  passing  strange  if  their  inclina- 
tions and  party  associations  did  not  lead  them  to 
different  results.  If  the  law  did  indeed  require  of 
them  under  such  circumstances  to  assume  the  duties 
of  judges,  it  must  have  forgotten  its  usual  watch- 
fulness in  guarding  the  judicial  character  from  the 
influence  of  feeling  and  prejudice,  and  its  wonted 
benignant  caution  against  placing  its  subjects  in 
circumstances  of  suspicion  or  temptation.  For 
himself  if  he  should  require  a very  clear  authority 
and  a strong  necessity,  before  he  would,  under  such 
circumstances,  consent  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a 
judge  ; duties  which  above  almost' any  other  requi- 
red ihe  greatest  impartiality  and  freedom  from  bias. 
It  the  case  supposed  by  the  learned  counsel  who 
yesterday  addressed  them,  of  a fraudulent  suppres- 
sion or  negligent  or  accidental  omission  to  return 
tile  votes  forelectors  of  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent from  a part  of  the  state,  should  happen,  he 
might  be  willing  to  strain  their  powers  beyond  their 
proper  limits,  rather  than  permit  the  voice  of  a ma- 
jority of  the  people  to  be  defeated,  as  in  such  a 
case,  it  must  otherwise  be.  But  he  should  do  so 
with  great  reluctance  and  caution,  and  should  seek 
his  justification,  not  in  the  law  itself,  but  in  the 
fact  that  a case  ofgreat  emergency  and  pressing  im- 
portance had  arisen  not  contemplated  by  the  law, 
and  for  which  no  adequate  remedy  could  otherwise 
be  found.  In  the  best  regulated  states  emergencies 
might  happen  which  could  not  be  foreseen,  and 
therefore  could  not  he  provided  against  ; when  they 
did  arise,  he  knew  no  other  rule 'to  govern  a public 
officer,  than  to  act  with  an  honest  and  exclusive 
devolion  to  the  common  good,  and  as  far  as  possible 
in  conformity  with  the  established  laws.  As  at- 
tention had  now  been  directed  to  this  defect  in  our 
election  laws,  he  trusted  that  the  wisdom  of  the 
legislature  would  provide  a timely  and  effectual 
remedy. 

In  reference  to  members  of  congress,  however, 
he  was  happy  to  know  that  no  such  necessity  did  or 
could  exist.  There  was  another  tribunal  possessing 
the  most  unquestionable  right,  and  the  most  ample 
power  1 1 correct  all  mistakes  or  misconduct  of  town- 
ship officers  of  election,  of  the  connty  clerks  or  of 
this  body.  The  house  of  representatives,  as  the  con- 
stitutional judges  of  the  election  of  their  own  mem- 
bers, could  examine  the  whole  matter  in  all  its  stages, 
and  rectify  all  that  was  wrong,  whether  from  acci- 
dent, negligence  or  design.  In  the  volume  from 
which  lu  had  already  quoted,  were  Ihe  records  of 
no  less  than  sixty-one  cases  arising  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  present  constitution,  in  which  they  had 
done  so,  thus  placing  both  their  power  and  their  rea- 
diness beyond  all  question. 

Not  only  had  the  house  of  representatives  this 
power,  but  it  was  most  clearly  an  exclusive  power. 
Such  was  the  manifest  meaning  of  the  constitution, 
which  declares  (art.  1.  sec.  5)  that  “each  house 
shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns  and  qual 
ifications  of  its  own  members.”  That  little  word 
“the,”  small  as  it  was,  limited  and  confined  all  the 
powers  enumerated  in  Ihe  rest  of  the  sentence  to  the 
bodies  there  named,  and  shut  out  all  other  from  a par- 
ticipation in  them.  Every  man  in  reading  the  ac- 
count of  the  interview'  between  the  ancient  prophet 
and  the  king  of  Israel,  must  feel  1 hat  when  the  pro- 
phet, after  narrating  the  parable  of  the  poor  man  and 


his  lamb,  and  the  rich  man,  said  to  his  royal  auditor 
“Thou  art  the  man,”  he  concentrated  upon  him  the 
whole  force  of  his  cutting  rebuke.  No  man  or  body 
of  men  could  with  propriety  be  called  the  judge  of 
any  matter  if  another  man  or  body  of  men  might 
rightfully  exercise  either  concurrent  or  subordinate 
jurisdiction  over  it.  In  support  of  the  position  that 
tlie  house  of  representatives  had  the  exclusive  right 
of  deciding  this  matter,  he  begged  leave  to  refer  to  a 
few  authorities  which  he  presumed  would  command 
the  respect  if  not  the  acquiescence  of  all.  Chancellor 
Kent,  in  the  1st  volume  of  his  commentaries  on  Ame- 
rican law,  page  220,  says  “ Each  house  is  made  the 
sole  judge  of  the  elections,  qualifications  and  returns 
its  own  members.  The  same  power  is  vested  in  the 
British  house  of  commons,  and  in  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  states,  and  there  is  no  other  body  known  to 
the  constitution  to  which  such  a power  might  safely  be 
trusted.  It  is  requisite  to  preserve  a pure  and  genu- 
ine representation,  and  to  control  the  evils  of  irregu- 
lar, corrupt  and  tumultuous  elections.”  Judge  Sto- 
ry, in  the  2d  vol.  of  his  commentaries  on  the  consti- 
tution of  the  U.  S.  page  87,  says  “ The  house  of  re- 
presentatives is  to  be  the  sole  judge  of  the  elections 
of  its  own  members.”  And  again  in  page  294  of  the 
same  vol.,  “ It  is  obvious  that  a power  must  be 
lodged  somewhere  to  judge  of  the  elections,  qualifi- 
cations, and  returns  of  each  house  composing  the  le- 
gislature; for  otherwise  there  could  be  no  certainty 
as  to  who  were  legitimately  chosen  members,  and  any 
intruder  or  usurper  might  claim  a seat,  and  thus  tram- 
pie  upon  the  rights  and  privileges  and  liberties  of  the 
people.  The  only  possible  question  on  such  a sub- 
ject is  as  to  the  body  in  which  such  a power  shall  be 
lodged.  If  lodged  in  any  other  than  the  legislative 
body  itself,  its  independence,  its  purity > and  even 
its  existence  and  action,  may  be  destroyed  or  put  in 
imminent  danger.  No  other  body,  but  itself,  can 
have  the  same  motives  to  preserve  and  perpetuate 
these  attributes  ; no  other  body  can  be  so  perpetually 
watchful  to  guard  its  own  rights  and  privileges  from 
infringement,  to  purify  and  vindicate  its  own  char- 
acter, and  to  preserve  the  rights  and  sustain  the  free 
choice  of  its  constituents.  Accordingly,  the  power 
lias  always  been  lodged  in  the  legislative  body  by  the 
uniform  practice  of  England  and  America.  By  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representa- 

tives  from  which  an  extract  had  already  been  read, 
it  appears  that  by  the  laws  of  the  (then)  territory  of 
Michigan,  the  election  of  a delegate  from  which  was 
in  question,  the  inspectors  were  required  to  canvass 
(tie  votes  given  and  make  a return  of  their  proceed- 
ings to  the  secretary  of  the  territory,  who,  together 
with  the  attorney  general  and  Treasurer,  should  con- 
stitute a board  of  territorial  canvassers  and  ascertain 
the  aggregate  of  votes  given  (or  each  person,  “ deter- 
mine” the  person  who  is  duly  elected  and  make  and 
subscribe  a certificate  of  such  determination,  upon 
which  the  governor  was  to  issue  his  commission. 
The  powers  given  by  the  territorial  law  to  this  board 
of  canvassers,  it  will  be  at  once  perceived,  are  more 
full  and  extensive  than  those  granted  to  us.  This 
board  in  the  exercise  of  those  powers,  went  into  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  manner  in  which  the  election  had 
been  conducted,  rejected  some  of  the  votes  which 
were  returned  for  Biddle,  who  had  received  the  great- 
est number,  and  determined  in  favor  of  Wing,  who 
was  accordingly  commissioned.  The  committee  of 
elections,  in  noticing  this  examination  and  its  result, 
say  “ It  seems  to  have  been  taken  for  granted,  that  if 
the  board  ot  canvassers  in  assuming  a power  to  decide 
who  was  duly  elected  by  the  exercise  of  a controlling 
and  supervising  authority  over  the  returns  made  by 
the  inspectors  of  election,  had  exceeded  their  authori- 
ty, Mr.  Biddle  must  be  confirmed  in  his  seat,  because 
he  had  the  greatest  number  of  votes  actually  given. 
This  conclusion  would  be  correct,  provided  there 
were  no  power  competent  to  control  the  decision 
of  the  inspectors  of  election,  but  as  it  is  the  special 
province  of  the  house  to  decide  on  the  fairness  and 
legality  of  the  whole  transaction,  as  well  in  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  the  inspectors  as  of  the  canvas- 
sers, it  may  be  found  that  the  error  committed  by 
the  canvassers  was  in  assuming  jurisdiction  of  the 
case,  and  not  in  the  result  at  which  they  arrived. 
Tlie  committee  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  canvas- 
sers, in  assuming  the  jurisdiction  which  they  exer- 
cised in  this  case,  exceeded  the  powers  intended  to  be 
conferred  on  them  by  law.  No  illegal  assumption  of 
power,  by  one  description  of  officers,  can  justify 
the  illegal  conduct  of  another  description  ; and  tlie 
decision  now  to  be  made,  embracing  the  whole 
transaction  on  ils  original  and  intrinsic  merits, 
without  reference  to  the  canvassers,  it  is  not  perceived 
that  their  decision  can  at  all  effect  the  substan- 
tial merits  of  the  case.”  We  have  here  a very  dis- 
tinct intimation  of  what  would  very  probably  be 
the  result  of  our  attempting  to  exercise  “ a control- 
ling and  supervising  authority  over  the  returns” 
made  to  us.  We  might  occupy  weeks,  nay,  months 
of  time  : we  might  examine  persons  and  papers 


from  Bergen  to  Cape  May,  if  indeed  we  could  find 
the  means  of  bringing  them  before  us,  and  spend 
thousands  of  dollars  of  the  people’s  money,  and 
after  all  what  should  we  accomplish  ? We  might, 
indeed,  determine  to  whom  the  governor  should 
grant  commissions  ; but  if  the  unsuccessful  candi- 
dates should  see  fit  to  carry  the  question  before  tlie 
house,  we  too,  should  be  there  told,  that  “in  assu- 
ming the  jurisdiction  which  we  had  exercised,” 
we  had  “exceeded  the  powers  intended  to  be  con- 
ferred on  us  by  law,”  and  that  tlie  decision  there  to 
he  made,  embraced  “ the  whole  transaction  on  its 
original  and  intrinsic  merits,  without  reference”  to 
our  decision.  For  himself,  he  felt  no  special  desire 
to  be  placed  in  a situation  so  little  complimentary, 
without  a more  controlling  necessity  than  he  had 
yet  been  able  to  discover. 

Once  more  he  cordially  assented  to  the  idea  ad- 
vanced in  the  opinion  of  the  governor,  that  the 
practice  of  those  who  had  occupied  these  places, 
and  been  called  upon  to  discharge  the  same  duties, 
was  entitled  to  great  weight  with  us,  and  he  had 
therefore  endeavored  to  ascertain  what  that  prac- 
tice had  been.  The  first  precedent  which  he  had 
found  was  a very  old  one,  having  occurred  in  1789, 
in  the  time  of  governor  Livingston,  and  at  the  very 
first  election  held  in  this  state  for  members  of  con- 
gress after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
house  would  be  found  at  page  43  of  the  volume  ot 
reports  already  quoted,  but  unfortunately  the  origi- 
nal documents  therein  referred  to,  and  which  would 
have  thrown  additional  light  on  the  matter,  were 
not  appended  to  it,  having  been  lost  at  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  capitol  in  1814.  From  this  report  it  ap- 
peared that  the  governor  and  privy  council  had 
made  their  determination  and  granted  commissions, 
without  taking  into  account  the  votes  of  the  entire 
county  of  Essex,  which  had  not,  at  the  time,  been 
returned  to  them,  although  they  were  subsequently 
sent  in.  He  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  find  among 
a broken  file  of  newspapers,  preserved  in  the  state 
library,  a number  of  “ The  Federal  Post,”  printed 
at  Trenton,  December  23, 1788,  which  contained  a 
copy  of  the  law  by  which  that  election  was  con- 
ducted, and  had  been  very  forcibly,  struck  with  its 
similarity  to  that  under  which  we  now  act.  That 
law  directed  that  the  polls  should  be  opened  in  the 
several  counties  on  the  second  day  of  February 
then  next,  and  might  “ be  adjourned  from  day  to 
day,  and  from  place  to  place,  within  the  county, 
until  the  same  shall  be  legally  closed  ?”  but  how 
or  when  that  was  to  be  done,  the  law  did  not  direct 
nor  had  he  been  able  to  learn.  After  the  close  of 
the  polls,  Ihe  duties  of  the  officers  of  the  election 
are  prescribed  in  almost  the  same  words  as  now, 
except  that  in  addition  to  delivering  “ a list  of  the 
persons  voted  for,  and  the  number  of  votes  taken 
for  each,  to  the  clerk  of  the  county,  within  four 
days ;”  they  are  also  required,  within  the  same 
time,  to  deliver  a duplicate  of  said  list  to  the  sheriff 
of  the  county,  who  is  required,  within  ten  days,  to 
transmit  the  same  to  the  governor.  The  4th  sec- 
tion provides  “ That  the  governor  of  the  state,  for 
the  time  being,  shall,  within  four  days  after  receiv- 
ing the  said  list  from  the  several  counties  in  this 
state,  lay  the  same  before  the  privy  council  of  this 
state,  to  be  summoned  for  that  purpose,  and  after 
casting  up  the  whole  number  of  votes  from  the 
several  counties  for  each  candidate, the  said  o-over- 
nor  and  council  shall  determine  the  four  persons 
who  shall  have  the  greatest  number  of  votes  from 
the  whole  state,  to  be  the  persons  duly  chosen  to 
represent  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  &.c.”  This  seclion,  it  will  be  observed,  is 
almost  identical  with  that  under  which  we  act,  con- 
taining the  same  grammatical  error,  and  is  no  doubt 
the  original  from  which  it  has  been  copied.  The 
language  of  that  act  was  precisely  similar  to  that 
of  the  present,  to  which  our  attention  has  been  so 
emphatically  called ; the  governor  and  council  were 
then  required  to  cast  up  the  whole  number  (not  a 
part)  “of  the  votes  from  the  several  counties,  and 
to  ‘ determine’  the  four  persons  who  should  have  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  from  the  whole  state,”  (not 
a part  of  it,)  with  this  addition,  however,  that  they 
were  to  “determine”  them  “to  be  duly  chosen,  to 
represent  this  state.”  What  then  was  the  course 
pursued  by  governor  Livingston  and  his  council? 
And  what  was  their  construction  of  the  law  ? Did 
they  think  that  the  power  to  “ determine”  gave 
them  the  right  to  send  for  the  returning  officer  of 
Essex  county,  and  inquire  why  his  returns  had  not 
been  transmitted  ? Or  did  they  suppose,  that  be- 
cause the  law  required  them  to  determine  who  had 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  “from  the  whole 
stated”  they  could  not  lawfully  make  their  determi- 
nation until  the  votes  of  Essex  county  had  been  re- 
ceived? No:  they  made  their  determination  upon 
the  returns  which  had  been  duly  transmitted  to 
them,  and  the  house  sustained  that  decision.  In 
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1822,  no  votes  were  returned  from  three  townships 
in  Burlington  county,  which  defect  is  apparent  on 
the  face  of  the  clerk’s  return,  without  any  reason 
being  assigned  for  it ; yet  governor  Williamson  and 
his  privy  council  proceeded  to  cast  up  the  votes  and 
make  their  determination  upon  this  return.  Refe- 
rence was  yesterday  made  to  the  returns  of  1828, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  governor  William- 
son and  his  privy  council,  (to  whose  intelligence 
and  correctness  a well  merited  compliment  was 
paid,)  had  counted  and  allowed  to  Robert  H.  Me 
Carter,  a candidate  for  elector,  some  votes  which 
had  been  returned  from  Essex  county,  as  given  for 
Robert  McCarter,  and  such  was  undoubtedly  the 
fact,  as  the  original  papers  show  ; but  they  also 
show  some  other  facts  not  then  mentioned,  and  to 
which  I ask  the  attention  of  the  council.  In  the 
tabular  statement  of  the  vote  of  Somerset  county, 
transmitted  by  the  clerk,  no  votes  are  credited  to 
Alexander  White,  a candidate  for  elector,  from  the 
township  of  Warren.  In  a memorandum  of  the 
clerk,  made  upon  the  return,  it  is  stated  that  the 
officers  of  that  township,  in  making  their  return, 
had  accidentally  omitted  his  name  and  votes,  and 
upon  discovering  the  omission,  had  filed  a new  and 
correct  return,  but  as  it  was  not  received  by  him 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  he  had  made  up 
his  statement  according  to  the  firstreturn,  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  governor  a certified  copy  of  the  se- 
cond return,  which  is  still  on  file  among  the  papers, 
but  the  votes  were  not  counted  nor  allowed  to  Mr. 
White.  In  the  same  year,  the  officers  of  the  town- 
ship of  Downe,  in  Cumberland  county,  by  mistake, 
returned  the  votes  given  for  William  McCullough, 
as  an  elector,  as  having  been  given  for  Mraham. 
McCullough.  Among  the  papers  now  on  file  is  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  governor  from  two  of  the 
officers  of  election  in  that  township,  stating  that 
the  other  officers  were  absent,  and  the  mistake 
which  had  been  made,  and  enclosing  a corrected 
list  of  the  candidates  and  votes  given  in  that  town- 
ship ; but  the  mistake  was  not  corrected,  nor  the 
votes  allowed  to  William  McCullough.  Again,  in 
the  same  year,  120  votes  were  returned  from  Mid- 
dlesex county,  as  having  been  given  for  James  D. 
Westcott,  junior,  as  a representative  in  congress, 
while  all  the  others  were  returned  for  James  D. 
Westcott,  who  was  well  known  to  be  the  candidate, 
but  they  were  not  placed  to  his  credit  in  counting 
the  votes.  The  case  of  Millville  township,  Cum- 
berland county,  in  1832,  andof  Montgomery  tow  n- 
ship, in  Somerset  county,  in  1836,  are  mentioned 
in  the  opinion  of  the  governor,  which  has  been 
read,  and  I will  only  add  to  what  is  there  said,  that 
the  papers  now  on  file  show  that  the  supplemental 
return  in  the  former  case  was  received  by  the  gov- 
ernor before  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  by 
law  for  transmitting  the  return. 

Such  were  all  the  precedents  which  he  had  been 
able  to  discover  in  our  own  state,  and  he  begged 
leave  now  to  call  their  attention  to  some  cases, 
showing  the  principles  upon  which  certifying  offi- 
cers and  boards  of  canvassers  in  other  states  had 
regulated  their  conduct.  The  first  case  that  he 
would  mention  was  that  of  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
vs.  Wm.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  which  occurred 
in  IS09,  and  was  reported  in  the  volume  of  reports 
on  contested  elections  above  referred  to,  p.  234.  In 
the  returns  made  to  the  state  executive,  whose  duty 
jt  w\as  to  decide  on  the  election  and  giant  certifi- 
cates, some  votes  were  stated  to  have  been  given 
for  Charles  Turner,  and  others  for  Charles  Turner, 
Junior.  The  state  executive  regarded  these  votes 
as  given  for  different  persons,  and  as,  in  that  light, 
jio  candidate  had  a majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  votes,  ordered  a new  election,  at  which  Mr. 
Baylies  received  a majority  and  obtained  his  certi- 
cate.  In  the  ease  of  Isaac  Williams,  junior,  vs. 
John  M.  Bowers,  of  New  York,  in  1S13,  (Reports, 
&.C.,  page  263,)  it  appeared  that  Williams  had  ac- 
tually received  a majority  of  the  votes  in  the  dis- 
trict, but  that  the  returning  officers  of  several  town- 
ships had  by  mistake  omitted  to  add  the  word  ^ju- 
nior” to  his  name,  in  the  returns  made  by  them  to 
the  county  clerks  ; that  within  the  lime  allowed  by 
Jaw  for  filing  the  returns  with  the  clerk,  they  dis- 
covered the  mistake  and  tendered  to  the  clerk  cor- 
rected returns,  which  he  refused  to  receive,  but 
forwarded  to  the  board  of  state  canvassers,  consist- 
in'1' of  the  secretary  of  state,  attorney  general,  sur- 
veyor general,  comptroller,  and  treasurer,  copies 
of  the  incorrect  returns  first  made  to  him,  upon 
■which  they  granted  the  eertificale  of  election  to 
powers,  who  had  a greater  number  of  votes  than 
remained  for  Williams,  after  deducting  the  returns 
incorrectly  made. 

In  the  case  of  Willoughby  Westel,  jr,,  vs  Wm.  S. 
Smith,  in  1815  j James  Guyon  jr.  vs.  Ebenezer 
Sage,  in  1820  ; in  that  of  Daniel  Hugunin,  jr.,  vs. 
Egbert  Ten  Eyck,  in  1825 ; and  "that  of  Silas 
Wright,  jr.,  vs,  George  Fisher,  in  1829,  all  of  which 


occurred  in  the  state  of  New7  York,  and  are  report- 
ed in  tile  volume  before  cited,  precisely  similar 
omissions  and  mistakes  were  made  by  the  returning 
officers,  and  in  each  case  the  state  canvassers  re- 
fused or  omitted  to  rectify  the  mistakes,  and  gave 
the  certificate  to  the  opposing  candidate.  In  the 
case  of  Erastus  Root,  vs.  John  Adams,  of  New 
York,  in  1815,  it  appeared  that  the  clerk  of  one  of 
the  counties,  in  making  the  copies  of  the  township 
returns,  which  he  forwarded  to  the  state  canvassers, 
by  accident  wrote  the  name  “ Roll”  instead  of 
“ Root ,”  as  it  was  in  the  original,  and  in  consequence 
of  this  mistake  tile  certificate  was  given  to  the  op- 
posing candidates,  who  had  really  received  fewer 
votes.  In  the  case  of  Rollin  C.  Mallory,  vs.  Orsa- 
inus  C.  Merrill,  of  Vermont,  in  1819,  (page  328,)  it 
appears  that  the  returns  of  one  township  were  for- 
warded to  the  stale  canvassers  unsealed,  instead  of 
being  sealed  up  as  the  law  directs  ; that  the  return 
of  another  township  from  accident  was  not  forwar- 
ded at  all ; that  the  certificate  from  a third  town- 
ship was  slightly  defective  in  form,  and  that  in  the 
return  of  a fourth  township,  the  votes  given  for 
Mallory  were  by  mistake  put  opposite  the  name  of 
another  person  who  was  not  a candidate  for  con- 
gress,but  for  a state  office  ; yet  the  canvassing  com- 
mittee of  the  legislature,  whose  duty  it  was  by  law 
“ to  sort  and  count  the  votes  and  declare  the  six 
persons  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes,”  refu- 
sed to  receive  or  count  any  of  these  votes  for  Mal- 
lory, and  declared  Merrill  to  be  elected.  In  the 
case  of  Cadwallader  D.  Colden,  vs.  Peter  Sharp,  of 
New  York,  in  1821,  (page  369,)  it  appeared  that  in 
the  copy  of  returns  fiom  one  of  the  counties,  the 
name  of  Mr.  Colden  was  taken  by7  the  state  canvas- 
sers to  be  Colder,  although  the  clerk  swears  that  he 
intended  to  write  Colden , and  that  the  clerk  ofano- 
thercounty  had  by  mistake  omitted  the  middle  letter 
“D”  in  making  a copy  of  the  returns  ; but  neither 
mistake  was  corrected  by*the  canvassers.  In  the 
case  of  Paruienio  Adams,  vs.  Isaac  Wilson,  of  New 
York,  in  1823,  (page  373,)  it  appeared  that  by  mis- 
take in  one  ol  the  townships,  25  votes  too  many  were 
returned  for  Wilson,  in  consequence  of  which  he  ap- 
peared to  have  a majority,  and  procured  his  certifi- 
cate. From  a careful  examination  ol  the  volume 
before  quoted,  he  had  been  able  to  find  only  one 
solitary  case  in  which  the  state  officers  had  under- 
taken to  travel  beyond  the  relurns  made  to  them, 
and  that  was  the  case  of  Biddle  and  Richard,  vs. 
Wing,  from  which  an  extract  had  already  been  read 
showing  how  that  attempt  was  regarded  by  the  com- 
mittee of  congress.  Me  presumed  that  the  council 
would  discover  nothing  in  the  history  of  that  case 
to  induce  them  to  go  beyond  the  line  of  their  duty. 
The  precedents  which  lie  had  cited,  occurring  m 
different  states  and  at  different  periods,  yet  all,  with 
one  exception,  looking  one  way,  were  entitled  to 
great  weight  in  settling  a doubtful  question,  and 
lie  had  no  doubt  would  receive  due  consideration. 

It  was  admitted  by  the  learned  counsel  who  had 
yesterday  addressed  them,  that  they  ought  not  to  go 
behind  the  returns  made  to  the  county  clerks’s  of- 
fice; but  if  they  were  either  bound  or  entitled  to 
go  that  far,  why  should  they  stop  there?  He  had 
been  able  to  discover  nothing  in  the  reason  and  pro- 
priety of  the  case  or  in  the  law,  which  warrant  the 
drawing  of  such  a boundary.  Were  the  county 
clerks  alone  unworthy  to  be  trusted  ? That  the  law 
had  not  so  regarded  them,  was  manifest  from  the 
general  nature  of  the  return  which  they  were  re- 
quired to  make  to  the  governor,  and  also  from  the 
tact,  that  it  had  confided  to  them  alone  the  duty  of 
making  that  return ; for  though  the  statute  has  di- 
rected that  it  should  be  made  “ in  a public  manner,” 
yet  tlie  authority  was  vested  in  them  alone, ami  no 
other  person  had  aright  to  interfere  w i til  or  con- 
trol them  in  its  exercise.  If  experience  has  shown 
that  they  are  unworthy  of  the  confidence  thus  re- 
posed in  them.  Jet  the  legislature  who  gave,  with- 
draw that  confidence,  and  lodge  the  power  where 
they  might  think  best ; but  let  not  the  governor  and 
privy  council  attempt  to  break  down  or  alter  the 
law  in  their  zeal  to  correct  a mistake  or  a fraud 
which  could  produce  no  ultimate  or  permanent 
wrong,  and  which  there  was  another  tribunal  per- 
fectly competent,  as  it  would  doubtless  be  entirely 
willing  to  correct.  If,  as  was  alleged,  the  clerks  of 
Middlesex  and  Cumberland  had  suppressed  or  omit- 
ted returns  from  fraudulent  or  improper  motives, 
they  were  liable  to  a civil  action  at  the  suit  of  the 
parties  injured  by  their  conduct,  and  they  were  also 
exposed  to  impeachment  and  expulsion  from  their 
offices.  But  as  such  impeachment,  if  made,  must 
be  tried  by  that  very  body,  he  thought  it  would  be 
both  unwise  and  improper  for  them  now  to  investi- 
gate or  pass  upon  fact3  on  which  they  might  be 
called  to  act  as  judges. 

I have  thus,  said  Mr.  A.,  stated  the  facts  and  ar- 
guments upon  which  I found  my  opinion,  and  while 
I regret  that  the  statement  has  occupied  so  much 


time,  I have  felt  that  it  is  due  to  the  occasion,  to 
my  associates  and  to  myself.  What  effect  they  may 
have  upon  the  minds  others,  I cannot  tell,  but  they 
have  led  mine  to  the  strong,  clear,  and  decided  con- 
viction that  we  have  no  right  or  authority  to  go 
beyond  the  returns  which  have  been  made  to  us  ac- 
cording to  law.  Viewing  it  thus,  I do  not  feel  myself 
at  liberty  to  give  a moment’s  consideration  to  the 
question  of  policy  or  expediency  ; it  is  purely  and 
simply  a matter  of  duty.  I know  no  more  imperi- 
ous public  duty  of  a citizen  of  a republic,  especial- 
ly if  invested  with  authority,  than  at  all  times  and 
in  all  cases,  fully  and  faithfully  to  execute  tile  laws 
of  his  country.  They  are  tlie  only  sovereign;  the 
only  safeguards  of  public  and  pifvate  rights ; 
and  to  trifle  with  or  disregard  them,  is  treason 
against  the  republic.  1 regret  that  we  are  called 
upon  to  perform  this  duty  ; but  since  it  has  devolv- 
ed upon  us,  I for  one  am  prepared,  and  mean  to  dis- 
charge it  honestly  and  fearlessly,  even  though  our 
minutes,  like  those  yesterday  referred  to,  should 
hereafter  be  expunged.  I respect  and  regard  the 
wishes  and  the  will  of  the  people;  but  when  I am 
called  upon  to  decide  between  tlie  calm  and  delib- 
erate expression  of  that  will,  as  embodied  in  the 
law  which  they  have  made,  and  the  excitement 
and  feelings  of  the  passing  moment,  I cannot  hesi- 
tate whicli  to  obey.  It  may  be  that  a decision, 
such  as  1 believe  that  we  are  solemnly  bound  to 
make,  will  cause  excitement  in  the  public  mind; 
it  so,  I shall  deeply  regret  it,  for  I have  cer- 
tainly no  wish  to  breast  such  a storm.  But  if,  in  the 
honest  discharge  ol  duty,  it  must  coine,  let  it  come. 

I had  rather— far  rather,  face  the  wildest  burst  of 
popular  indignation,  than  endure  the  gnawing  con- 
sciousness, that  l had  been  seduced  by  motives  of 
policy,  or  driven  by  fear,  from  the  plain  path  of 
duty.  I dread  less,  “ the  voice  of  thunder  from  the 
people,”  of  which  we  have  heard,  than  the  still  se- 
cret whisperings  of  the.divinity  within. 

LETTER  OF  MR.  MAXWELL. 

Washington,  Dec.  18,  1838. 

Gentlemen  : — I have  received  a letter  dated  Dec. 
11th,  signed  by  George  W.  Smyth,  purporting  to 
be  written  in  your  behalf  as  a committee  of  a meet- 
ing held  at  Belvidere,  on  the  5th  inst.,  and  giving  a 
cony  of  a resolution  of  the  meeting,  calling  upon 
me  to  disavow  what  are  therein  styled  “ usurpa- 
tions;” referring  to  the  acts  of  the  clerks  of  Mid- 
dlesex and  Cumberland,  and  of  tlie  governor  and 
privy  council,  in  counting  the  votes  received  at  ihe 
late  election  for  members  of  congress. 

In  reading  this  resolution  I could  not  forbear  ask- 
ing myself  whether  any  of  those  who  adopted  it 
could  have  looked  into  the  facts  and  law  of  the  case 
on  which  Ihey  express  so  strong  an  opinion,  and 
the  examination  ol  which  had  led  me  to  very  differ- 
ent conclusions?  This  question  came  with  the  more 
force,  as  I am  not  aware  that  any  Van  Buren  paper 
in  the  state  has  yet  ventured  to  publish  the  facts  or 
arguments  on  both  sides  ofthe  controversy. 

The  conduct  of  the  clerk  of  Cumberland  having 
undergone  investigation  before  a competent  tribu- 
nal, I do  say,  that  in  refusing  to  count  the  votes  of 
Millville  township,  he  did  neither  more  nor  less  than 
his  duty  ; as  no  return  of  those  votes  had  been  re- 
ceived by  him  before  the  hour  lor  counting  them. 
I say  no  return,  because  the  paper  which  was  re- 
ceived wanted  some  of  the  most  essential  requisites 
of  one,  and  therefore  could  not  be  recognized  as 
such.*  With  respect  to  the  clerk  of  Middlesex,  I 
speak  with  less  confidence,  as  his  case  has  not  been 
judicially  investigated.  If,  however,  he  had  not 
received  the  evidence  required  by  law,  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  of  the  officers  making  the  return 
lor  South  Ainboy,  (which  I understand  was  the 
fact,)  he  could  not  receive  and  count  it  as  a legal 
one.f 

*The  officers  of  election  are  required  to  make’ out 
lists  ofthe  voles  given  for  each  candidate;  “ which  list 
they  shall  sign,  certify,  seal  up,  direct  and  transmit  to 
the  clerk  of  the  county.”  &c. 

[/?ea.  laws,  N.  J..p.  535,  sec.  4. 

The  paper  called  the  return  from  Millville  township, 
was  not  certified,  or  sealed  up,  and  had  neither  date, 
nor  any  means  on  the  face  of  it,  by  which  any  person 
could  know  of  what  election  it  purported  to  he  a cer- 
tificate.- It  was  diiected  to  the  clerk,  and  handed  un- 
sealed to  a young  man,  who  handed  it  to  a son  of  the 
clerk  not  connected  with  the  office,  by  whom  it  was 
handed  to  his  brother,  in  whose  hat  it  was  found  by  the 
clerk,  who  swears  that  he  considered  it  merely  as  a 
memorandum  to  inform  the  people.  &c. 

See  report  of  com.  of  leg.  council  of  N.  J.,  p.  3,  4. 

Report  of  com.  gen.  assembly  of  N.  J.,  p.  10,  11. 

Evidence  taken  before  com.  of  ass’y,  p.  1 — 4. 

tlf  any  of  the  officers  be  disqualified  or  absent,  the 
persons  present  at  the  polls  at  10  o’clock,  shall  proceed 
to  choose  one  in  his  place,  ‘‘and  a certificate  shall  be 
made  of  such  choice,  signed  by  at  least  three  reputable 
freeholders  present,  which  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 
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It  mig-ht  perhaps  be  well  so  to  alter  our  election 
laws,  that  all  returns,  whether  received  within  the 
time  ami  in  the  form  prescribed  by  law  or  not, 
should  be  counted  by  the  county  clerks.  But  this 
is  a question  for  the  legislature  ; executive  and  min- 
isterial officers  must  conform  to  the  law  as  it  is.  It 
may  be  said,  that  in  some  cases  justice  would  be 
promoted  by  dispensing  with  its  requirements  ; but 
who  is  to  be  judge  of  this — and  where  is  it  to  end? 
If  one  of  the  safeguards  which  the  legislature  h^t 
provided  against  fraud  and  mistake  may  be  disre- 
garded, why  not  another?  Why  not  all?  It  is 
scarcely  possible  to  frame  laws  which  will  not  in 
some  instances,  and  in  the  opinion  of  some  officers, 
operate  harshly  or  unequally  ; and  if  they  are  to  be 
violated  whenever  they  do  so,  there  is  an  end  of  law, 
of  order  and  of  liberty.  For,  I hold  it  to  be  unde- 
niable, that  true  liberty  cannot  exist  where  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  depends  merely  upon  the  judg- 
ment or  caprice  of  executive  officers;  and  that 
whenever  such  officers  “ take  the  responsibility  ” of 
violating  them,  even  to  do  what  they  may  consider 
justice,  they  are  guilty  of  a dangerous  usurpation 
of  power. 

Whether  the  county  clerks  acted  correctly  or  not, 
has  no  bearing  on  the  question  with  respect  to  the 
governor  and  his  privy  council.  Their  duty  is  sim- 
ply to  cast  up  the  votes  received  ; and  the  only  evi- 
dence they  can  have  of  the  number  is  the  returns  of 
the  county  clerks.  If  these  returns  are  not  for- 
warded in  time,  the  governor  must  send  an  express 
for  them;  but  if  they  are  so  forwarded  in  legal 
form,  neither  he  nor  his  council  has  any  right  to 
contradict  or  impeach  them.  How  can  it  be  done  ? 
They  have  no  authority  to  examine  witnesses;  and 
surely  they  cannot  receive  newspaper  statements, 
nor  the  assertions  of  individuals,  however  respecta- 
ble, against  returns  made  in  the  form  prescribed  by 
law,  and  under  the  sanction  of  an  official  oath.  One 
general  remark  is  applicable  alike  to  the  powers  of 
the  county  clerks,  and  of  the  governor  and  privy 
council.  They  are  obliged  to  receive  as  true,  the 
returns  made  in  proper  form  by  the  inferior  officers, 
and  cannot  go  behind  them  to  inqure  whether  they 
are  correct  or  not.  But  the  returns  of  the  township 
officers  and  of  the  county  clerks,  and  the  certificates 
ot  the  governor,  after  all,  furnish  merely  prima 
facie  evidence  of  right,  and  do  not  prejudice  any 
claim  in  the  final  result,  as  they  are  all  liable  to  be 
examined  into  and  corrected,  or  set  aside  by  the 
house  of  representatives,  which  is  the  sole  judge  of 
the  elections  of  its  own  members. 

This  is  not  anew  case  ; it  has  oceured  again  and 
again,  both  in  our  own  and  other  states,  and  has  al- 
ways been  decided  in  the  same  way.  At  our  own 
election  two  years  ago,  the  clerk  of  Somerset  re- 
fused to  include  in  his  return  the  votes  of  a town- 
ship which  were  not  sent  to  him  in  time  ; in  conse- 
quence of  which  they  were  not  counted  by  the  then 
governor  Dickerson  and  his  council,  though  the  fact 
of  their  omission  was  well  known,  and  I believe  ap- 
peared on  the  face  ofthe  return  itself.  An  attempt 
has  been  made  to  distinguish  that  from  the  present 
case,  because  it  made  no  difference  in  the  general 
result;  adopting  the  singular,  not  to  say  monstrous 
principle,  that  the  obligations  of  a law  depend  upon 
the  effect  it  may  produce  upon  the  interests  of  a 
party.  As  if  a judge  should  decide  the  statute  of 
limitations  to  be  a good  bar,  if  pleaded,  to  part  of 
a demand  ; but  bad,  if  it  covered  the  whole  amount. 
But  I am  occupying  too  much  time,  and  must  re- 
spectfully refer  you  to  the  opinion  of  the  governor, 
and  the  argument  of  Mr.  Armstrong  of  the  council, 
as  containing  a full,  clear,  and,  I think,  unanswera- 
ble exposition  of  the  law  upon  the  subject. 

The  question  may  now  be  asked,  whether  I would 
be  willing  to  hold  my  seat  in  congress  by  the  omis- 
sions or  mistakes  of  the  officers  of  election,  if  satisfi- 
ed that  there  was  a majority  of  the  legal  votes  against 
me?  I answer — NO  ! I should  scorn  to  do  so  al- 
most as  much  as  I should  to  claim  a seat  by  a ma- 
jority which  I knew  to  be  obtained  by  illegal  votes, 
or  by  robbing  the  ballot  box.  My  course  in  such 
a case  would  be,  as  soon  as  the  house  was  organized, 
to  send  in  my  certificate,  with  a statement  that  al- 
though the  law  had  compelled  the  governor  to  award 
it  to  me,  I believed  that  in  equity  the  seat  belonged 
to  another,  that  I withdrew  all  claim  to  it,  and  re- 
quested the  house  to  recognize  as  its  member  the 
person  who  had  the  majority  of  legal  votes.  But  I 
am  not  satisfied  that  there  is  a majority  of  the  legal 
votes  against  me.  On  the  contrary,  I firmly  believe 

clerk  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  with- 
in three  days  thereafter.’’  [Rev.  laws,  p.  274, 275. 

“In  South  Amboy  a new  inspector  had  to  be  chosen 
on  the  day  ofelection,  and  this  choice  irregularly  and  un- 
lawfully, if  not  fraudulently  made,  was  not  certified  to 
the  clerk  of  the  county;  and,  consequently,  when  the 
return  from  that  township  was  made,  it  was  sitrned  by 
a person  not  known  to  tlie  clerk  as  authorized  to  act.” 
[New  Brunswick  Fredovian. 


that  a fair  and  full  investigation  by  the  house  will 
shew  that  l have  a majority  of  such  votes  exceeding 
one  hundred,  and  probably  not  less  than  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  over  the  highest  candidate  on  the  ad- 
verse ticket,  li  e have  already  information  of  more 
than  two  hundred  illegal  votes  cust  up  against  us  in 
less  Hum  a dozen  townships,  and  from  what  we  can 
learn,  it  is  probable  that  this  number  will  be  doub- 
led on  a full  examination  of  the  whole  state  ; while, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  have  heard  of  scarcely  any 
in  our  favor.  Under  such  circumstances,  l ask  you, 
in  candor,  to  say,  whether,  if  I were  to  withdraw 
any  claim  to  my  seat  in  the  twenty-sixth  congress, 
it  would  not  be  a dereliction  ol  duty,  and  render  me 
in  some  degree  accessory  to  the  frauds  by  which  it 
has  been  attempted  to  defeat  the  will  ofthe  real  ma- 
jority oflegal  voters. 

Respectfully  yours,  fee., 

J.  P.  B.  MAXWELL. 

To  George  IV.  Smyth,  Caleb  H.  Valentine,  and 
Henry  M.  Winter,  esqrs. 


TWENTY  FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

TIIIJID  SESSION — SENATE. 

February  14.  The  Chair  laid  bedore  the  senate  a 
message  Irom  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
communicating  the  information  called  (or  in  relation 
to  the  slaves  taken  possession  ol  by  the  authorities 
of  Bermuda. 

Mr.  Hubbard  introduced  a bill  for  the  settlement 
of  the  claims  of  New  Hampshire  against  the  United 
States  ; and  at  a subsequent  part  of  the  day,  Mr. 
Benton  reported  the  bill  from  the  military  committee 
to  which  it  had  been  referred. 

Mr.  Benton  introduced  a bill  granting  payment  to 
certain  Missouri  volunteers  for  horses  lost  on  the 
voyage  to  Tampa  Bay  ; which  he  afterwards  reported 
from  the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported the  bill  to  repeal  the  duty  on  salt,  and  to 
abolish  the  fishing  bounties. 

Also,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  desiring  the  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  duty  on 
bread-stuffs,  beef,  pork,  sugar,  molasses,  iron,  &c. 
This  was  accompanied  by  a repoit,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Also,  house  bill  authorizing  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  compromise  claims  of  the  United  States 
against  certain  banks.  Mr.  W.  briefly  explained  the 
nature  of  this  bill;  after  which,  it  was  read  a third 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Several  private  and  locai  bills  were  passed,  and  the 
senate  again  took  up  the  bill  to  prevent  the  interfer- 
ence of  federal  officers  in  elections.  Mr.  Buchanan 
having  spoken  against  the  hill  at  much  length.it  was 
informally  passed  over. 

The  bill  more  effectually  to  preserve  the  public 
money  in  the'  hands  of  officers  and  agents  of  the 
government,  was  taken  up;  and,  after  a few  obser- 
vations from  Messrs.  Wright,  Webster  and  Calhoun, 
in  relation  to  its  details, 

Mr.  Rives  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  substituting  another 
in  its  room. 

This  bill,  which  was  near  the  length  of  the  origi- 
nal, was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the 
subject  will  be  called  up  by  Mr.  Wright  on  Monday. 

The  senate  went  into  executive  session,  and  then 
adjourned. 

February  15.  Several  private  bills  were  advanced 
a stage;  when  the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference 
of  federal  officers  in  elections,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Preston  rose  and  addressed  the  senate,  chieflv 
against  the  rpport  of  the  judiciary  committee,  until 
alter  4 o’clock;  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Roane, 
who  spoke  in  favorof  the  report,  and  against  thp  bill, 
and  the  debate  was  protracted  till  near  8 o’clock; 
when  the  s male  adjourned. 

February  16.  Mr.  Webster  presented  a memorial 
from  sundry  citizens  of  the  United  States,  asking 
that  congress  would  pass  a law  to  abolish  the  use  of 
ardent  spirits  on  board  of  ships  of  war.  Mr.  W. 
thought  this  memorial  merited  attention,  as  some- 
what interesting  to  the  maritime  concerns  of  the 
country.  It  set  forth  some  fac's  well  worthy  of 
consideration;  among  others,  that  most  of  the  cases 
of  insubordination  and  mutiny  on  board  of  ships, 
were  cleaily  traceable  to  the  daily  use  of  stimulating 
drinks.  It  was  not  now  as  formerly,  when  few  of 
our  merchantmen  abolished  their  use  on  board  ; but 
far  the  greater  portion  of  our  vessels  were  navigated 
in  that  way,  and  in  consequence  there  had  been  a 
great  moral  revolution  in  the  characterof  our  sailors, 
and  that  these  benefits  were  extending  themselves 
to  the  merchants  in  the  shape'of  diminished  insur- 
ances, the  offices  invariably  preferring  the  risks 
where  intoxicating  liquors  were  not  allowed.  The 
memorial  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Linn  presented  a memorial  from  the  general 
assembly  of  Missouri,  asking  the  erection  of  a cus- 


tom-house, and  creation  of  a port  of  entry  at  some 
suitable  point  on  the  Missouri  river,  and  allowing 
those  who  trade  with  Mexico  by  land  a drawback. 

Mr.  L.  maue  some  remarks,  seconding  the  prayer 
ot  the  memorial,  and  with  a view  to  show  that  un- 
less something  effectual  should  be  done  by  the  United 
Stales  government,  the  Hudson’s  Bay  company 
would  monopolize  the  whole  Indian  and  Mexican 
trade,  ruining  both,  as  was  almost  done  already,  lor 
the  United  States,  particularly  by  means  of  their  ad  - 
vantage  over  our  citizens  in  conveying  their  goods 
tree  ot  duty;  that  they  would  obtain  an  undue  and 
dangerous  ascendancy  over  the  Indians  in  our  wes- 
tern territories,  and  would  get  virtual  possession  of 
the  country  on  both  sides  of  the  Rocky  mountains. 
With  a view  to  meet  this  danger,  Mr.  L.  urged  speedy 
action  on  the  bill  introduced  by  him  lor  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  Oregon  territory. 

Mr.  Wright,  irom  the  committee  on  finance,  moved 
to  take  up  the  report  made  by  him  on  the  bill  to  re- 
peal the  duty  on  salt  and  the  allowances  oil  the  fish- 
ing bounties,  and  moved  that  10,000  copies  be  print- 
ed tor  the  use  of  the  senate,  embracing  about  thirty- 
pages  of  the  evidence  taken  betore  the  committee  of 
the  house  of  commons. 

Mr.  Calhoun  regretted  that  the  committee  on 
finance  had  reported  in  favor  of  printing  these  docu- 
ments. They  were  very  unsatislactory,'  and,  besides, 
he  was  at  a loss  to  know  how  he  could  vote  lor  it,  as 
the  proposition  was  substantially  the  same  ns  was 
voted  down  when  moved  by  Mr.  Benton.  Mr.  C.also 
expressed  a strong  desire  that  the  compromise  act 
should  not  be  disturbed. 

Mr.  Wright  replied  that  this  subject  had  arisen 
before  the  committee  in  connexion  with  inquiries  as 
to  tlie  repeal  of  the  duty  on  several  other  articles. 
On  account  of  the  wants  of  the  treasury,  they  were 
not  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  any  of  the  duties  at 
this  session.  But  these  documents  contained  in- 
formation highly  important  to  the  country  in  rela- 
tion to  the  manufacture  of  salt,  and  the  committee 
therefore  recommend  that  they  should  be  printed. 

In  reply  to  ari  inquiry  by  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  W. 
stated  that  the  committee  had  not,  on  their  part, 
settled  the  question  as  to  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing the  duly  on  salt  and  bounties  to  seamen,  further 
than  that  the  subject  should  be  postponed  to  the 
next  session. 

Mr.  Benton  argued  at  large  against  various  pro- 
visions ot  the  compromise  act,  and  in  favor  of 
printing  these  documents,  and  of  abolishing  the 
duty  on  salt,  and  seamen’s  bounties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  and  with  the  concur- 
rence of  Mr.  Wright,  the  subject  was  laid  over  till 
Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  the  ecsre- 
tary  of  war  was  called  on  to  report  the  accounts 
of  the  commission  to  settle  the  claims  against  the 
Miami  Indians,  with  a detailed  statement  of  expen- 
ses, designating  charges  allowed  for  mileage,  &c. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Jdllen,  tlie  secretary  of  tlie  trea- 
sury was  called  on  tor  information  under  the  law 
ol  the  deposite  act  of  1S36,  as  to  the  amount  de- 
posited in  each  state,  in  what  banks,  and  in  what 
amount ; what  description  of  funds,  what  depreci- 
ation of  notes,  and  what  investments  are  made  by 
the  states,  and  how  applied,  &c.,  &c. ; and  that  the 
secretary  have  leave  to  correspond  with  the  states 
to  furnish  said  information. 

The  special  order,  being  the  bill  to  prevent  the 
interference  of  federal  officers  in  elections,  was 
then  resumed,  arid  Mr.  Norvell  addressed  the  senate 
at  length  in  opposition  to  it. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  business  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  when  the 
“bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Silk  Compa- 
ny,” after  much  discussion,  was" indefinitely  post- 
poned ; ayes  17,  noes  13. 

The  bills  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Male 
Labor  School  and  Male  Orphan  Asylum,  and  to 
make  a free  bridge  over  the  eastern  branch,  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  bills  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  : 

A bill  to  incorporate  Georgetown  college. 

A bill  granting  certain  lots  to  the  Columbian  col- 
lege for  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

A bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  Washington  over  the  Potomac  biidge. 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  opening  of 
an  alley  and  the  execution  of  certain  deeds. 

Tlie  bill  from  the  house  for  the  erection  of  a new 
jail  in  Washington  was  taken  up;  when,  on  mo- 
tion, the  senate  adjourned. 

February  18.  The  Chair  presented  a communi- 
cation fiom  a convention  of  delegates  in  Florida, 
asking  congress  to  remedy  the  evil  which  is  extend- 
ing itself  in  that  ti  rritor.y,'  ill  the  creati  n of  banking 
privileges  and  incorporated  companies. 

Mr.  Wall  presented  a communication  from  judge 
Mclean,  with  a statement  of  the  number  of  suits 
tried  in  the  district  under  his  jurisdiction. 
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M , Moulfin  presented  certain  resolutions  from  the 
legislature  ci  ilia  stale  of  Louisiana,  expressive  ol 
their  viev'3  in  relation  to  the  currency.  He  liad  receiv- 
ed them,  he  raid,  last  evening  by  the  ex press  mail , and 
lelt  anxious  to  lay  them  belore  the  senate  at  the  fi  st 
opportunity.  These  resolutions  involved  great  and 
important  principles  of  policy  and  consi itutional 
questions  of  vital  interest  to  the  country.  He  would 
not  take  up  the  time  of  the  senate  in  discussing  their 
merits.  This  was  a question  altogether  with  him  and 
the  legislature  ol  Louisiana,  and,  (littering  with  them, 
lie  intended  to  address  them  a letter  giving  his  views. 
He  moved  that  they  might  be  read  and  printed. 

Mr.  Robbins,  from  the  joint  committee  on  the  li- 
brary, introduced  the  following  resolutions: 

Revalued,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States, 
they  having  accepted  the  trust  under  the  will  of  Mr. 
Smithson,  of  London,  to  execute  that  trust  bona  fide 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  tes- 
tator. 

2d.  Resolved , That  the  trust  being  to  found  an  insti- 
tution in  Washington  for  the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men,  the  kind  of  institution  which 
will  have  the  effect  intended  and  described  in  the  most 
c i.i  ient  degree,  will  be  the  kind  ol  institution  which 
ought  in  good  taith  to  be  adop.ed,  as  being  most  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  true  intent  an^  meaning  of  the  tes- 
tator. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  all  experience  having  shown  sci- 
entific and  literary  institutions  to  be  by  far  the  most  effec- 
tual means  to  the  end  of  increasing  and  diffusing  know- 
ledge among  men,  the  Smithsonian  institution  should 
be  a scientific  and  literary  institution,  formed  upon  a 
model  the  best  calculated  to  make  those  means  the  most 
effectual  to  that  end. 

4.h.  Resolved,  That,  to  apply  said  trust  fund  to  the 
erection  and  support  of  an  obseivato  y,  would  not  be  to 
fulfil  the  intention  of  the  testator,  nor  would  it  comport 
with  the  dignity  of  tho  United  Siates  to  owe  such  an 
establishment  10  foreign  eleemosynary  means. 

Mr.  R.  also  reported  a bill  to  provide  for  the  man- 
agement of  the  fund  bequeathed.  Also  a bill  to  pro- 
vide for  (lie  disposal  of  ttie  fund  bequeathedjby  James 
Smithson. 

Several  reports  were  made  from  committees  on 
private  bills. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mira  Alexander,  only  serving  child  of  of  Geo. 
Madison,  of  Kentucky,  was  taken  up. 

This  bill  was  warmly  advocated  by  Messrs.  Ciit- 
tenden  and  White,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Calhoun, 
Niles,  Hubbard,  and  others. 

Tiie  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
carried  : yeas  18,  nays  17. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  bill  for  the  promotion  of 
the  useful  ans,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  for  the  armed  occupation  of  Florida  was 
considered  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  fora  third  reading. 

Tne  bill  to  provide  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
public  money  in  the  hands  of  officers  and  agents  of 
the  government,  was  taken  up — the  question  being 
on  Mr.  Rives’s  subslitute  for  the  bill.  Alter  an  ex- 
planation from  Mr.  Rives  of  the  general  principles 
of  the  substitute,  and  some  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Wright  Calhoun,  and  Webster,  the  question  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Davis, 
Knight,  Merrick,  Premiss,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Talhnadge,  Webster,  and 
White — 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lyon.  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norveil,  Pierce, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  of  Maine,  Williams, 
of  Miss.,  Wright,  Young — 27. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Tallmadge  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  making  it  obligatory  on  the  officers, 
whenever  they  did  deposite  money,  to  deposit^  it  to 
the  credit  of  the  treasurer ; and  on  this  question  he 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were  taken  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
Premiss,  R ves,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Talhnadge,  Webster,  White, 
Young- — 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King.  Linn,  Lyon, 
Morris,  Mouton,  Niles,  Noivell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Smith, 
of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  of 
Maine,  Williams,  of  Miss.,  Wright — 23. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading.  Mr.  Smith,  ol 
Indiana,  asked  the  yea3  and  nays;  which  were 
taken,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn, 
Lvon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norveil,  Pierce,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Srrange, 
Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  of  Maine,  Williams  of  Miss., 
Wright,  Young — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Prentiss, 


Rives,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swiff,  Tal- 
madge,  Webster,  White — id. 

Tile  senate  then  aujouintd. 

February  19.  The  President  presented  the  cre- 
dentials ol  the  hon.  Reuel  Williums,  elected  by  the 
legislature  of  Maine,  a senator  lroin  tnat  state  lor 
six  years,  from  the  4tll  of  March  next;  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  Calhoun  presented  the  credentials  of  the  lion. 
liiomas  H.  Williams,  elected  hy  the  legislature  ol 
Mississippi,  a senator  from  that  stale,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the  lion. 
James  F.  Trotter;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  W.  was  then  qualified  and  took  his  seat ; up 
to  this  time  Mr.  W.  had  sat  under  the  appointment 
of  the  governor. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a memorial  of  the  Ameri- 
can society  lor  the  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge, 
asking  congress  to  promote  the  objects  of  said  so- 
ciety ; winch  was  reterred  to  the  committee  on  the 
library,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  a memorial  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Charles  county,  Missouri,  who  propose 
to  emigrate  to  Oregon  territory,  and  asking  a grant 
of  land  therein  ; which  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  public  lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Norveil  presented  the  memorial  and  joint  re- 
solution of  the  legislature  of  the  stale  of  Michigan, 
requesting  congress  to  make  appropriations  for  the 
completion  of  the  public  and  military  roads  com- 
menced by  the  United  States  in  that  state,  while 
she  was  in  her  territorial  condition. 

In  presenting  these  papers,  Mr.  N.  said  that  the 
legislature  oi  Michigan  had  correctly  stated  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  commencement  ol  the  roads 
in  question  by  this  government,  a number  of  per- 
sons had  been  induced  to  purchase  and  settle  on 
public  lands  along  the  routes  of  these  roads.  The 
settlers  near  their  lines  are,  in  fact,  very  numerous. 
Their  purchases  were  made  in  full  confidence  that 
the  roads  would  be  finished  The  legislature  justly 
consider  that  this  government  was  bound  to  redeem 
the  laitli  which  il  pledged  to  complete  them.  Again: 
the  legislature  of  Michigan  represent  the  great  im- 
portance of  Mackinac  as  a military  post.  It  was 
known  to  he  so  by  all  military  gentlemen  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  the  country.  It  was  situated  in  a 
secluded  position,  inaccessible  in  winter,  without 
any  road  leading  to  it,  unless  congress  should  pro- 
secute to  completion  that  which  they  had  com- 
menced al  Detroit,  seventy  miles  of  which  only  had 
been  made.  In  every  view  of  the  subject,  it  ap- 
pealed to  him  that  the  request  of  the  legislature 
deserved  iin  Mediate  attention  and  compliance  on 
the  part  of  Congre.-s.  Without  further  remarks, 
he  moved  that  the  memorial  and  joint  resolution  be 
referred  lo  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals,  a..d 
printed.  And  he  begged  to  call  the  special  atten- 
tion of  that  committee  to  t he  subject,  so  interest- 
ing to  Michigan,  and  so  important,  ill  a military 
point  of  view,  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  Lyon  stated  that  he  had  introduced  a bill  last 
session  lor  the  completion  of  these  roads,  which 
passed  the  senate  but  was  not  acted  on  by  the  other 
branch.  Early  in  the  piesent  session  lie  bad  re- 
newed the  bill,  but  the  senate  bad  seen  fit  lo  reject 
it.  He  observed,  however,  that  there  was  a bill 
before  them  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  cer- 
tain military  roads  in  Arkansas,  and  he  gave  notice 
that,  by  way  of  amendment,  he  should  endeavor  to 
engralt  the  proposition  to  complete  tile  Michigan 
loads  upon  it. 

The  motion  to  refer  and  print  the  memorial  was 
then  agreed  to. 

The  bill  in  addition  lo  an  act  to  promote  the  use- 
ful arts,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  armed  occupation  and  settlement 
of  Florida  was  taken  up,  and  after  an  animated  dis- 
cussion, in  which  Messrs.  Morns,  Davis,  H.  Clay, 
and  Smith,  of  Indiana,  oppos  d the  bill,  and  Messrs. 
Benton  and  Linn  advocated  it,  the  question  was  ta- 
ken on  its  passage,  and  resulted  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  25,  noes  IS,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown.  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn, 
Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norveil,  Pierce,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Walker,  Wall, 
Williams,  of  Miss.,  Wright,  and  Young — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Knight,  Merrick,  McKean,  Morris, 
Premiss,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Ind.,  Spence,  Swift, 
Talhnadge,  Webster,  and  White — 18. 

The  bill  relinquishing  the  reversionary  interest 
of  the  United  States  to  certain  Indian  reservations, 
was  taken  up.  This  bill  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
White,  Sevier,  Webster,  and  Niles,  and  advocated 
by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  and  Clay,  of  Alabama. 
The  question  on  its  passage  was  taken  hy  yeas  arid 
nays  and  lost : Yeas  4,  nays  30,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Lyon,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  and 
Young — 4 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown, 


Calhoun,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
Knight,  Linn,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norveil, 
Pierce,  Prentiss,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Spence, 
Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Williams,  of 
Maine,  Williams,  of  Miss.,  and  Wright — 30. 

The  senale  then  adjourned.  [See  last  page.] 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  February  11.  This  being  the  day,  under 
the  rules,  for  ottering  resolutions,  the  following,  ofa 
general  character,  were  submitted  : 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Martin, 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  house  be  directed  to 
purchase  and  distribute  to  the  members  and  delegates 
of  this  house  who  were  not  members  at  the  last  session, 
such  books  as  were  authorized  to  be  purchased  for  ihe 
members  of  the  twenty-fifth  congress  by  the  resolution 
of  January  29,  1838,  and  that  he  pay  for  the  same  out  of 
the  contingent  fund. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  oil  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  luopeu  the  bar  that  is  now  forming  at  ihe 
mouth  of  the  Red  river  and  ihe  Atchafalaya,  and  of  re- 
moving the  obstructions  arising  from  the  ledge  of  rocks 
opposite  Alexandria,  in  Louisiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ridgeway, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  land  inquire 
into  the  prupr.e  y of  reducing  the  number  of  United 
Sta’es  land  offices,  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  to  the  smallest 
number  that  they'  may  deem  consistent  with  the  public 
interest. 

Mr.  Bell  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which,  on  his  motion,  was  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  : 

1.  Resohea,  Thai  of  all  monopolies,  the  most  liable 
to  abuse,  the  most  oppressive  and  unreasonable,  are 
government  monopolies  ; and  none  such  ought  to  be 
upheld,  but  upon  the  clearest  grounds  of  expediency  and 
necessity. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  public  post,  with  its  present 
exclusive  privilege;,  can  only  be  sustained  on  principle, 
as  an  instiiution  of  government  authorized  by  the  con- 
stitution, so  long  as  it  is  necessary  or  essential  to  the 
operations  of  the  government,  in  peace  and  in  war,  and 
no  longer. 

3.  Resolved,  That  (he  exclusive  right  to  carry  let'ers 
for  hire  on  all  principal  roads  in  the  United  States, 
claimed  and  asserted  by  the  federal  government,  is  a 
monopcly,  exe.  ci  ed  and  tolerated  ; t the  commencement 
of  the  government  by  reason  of  the  low  state  of  the  pub- 
lic credit  and  finances,  and  not  upon  any  ground  of 
constitutional  right  or  power. 

4.  Resolved,  Tiiat  a longer  acquiescence  in  a mo- 
nopoly, originally  asserted  upon  such  questionable, 
grounds,  is  neither  expedient  nor  justifiable  under  lh% 
present  improved  state  of  the  public  credit,  and  the  in- 
creased resources  ef  the  country. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  business  of  carrying  letters  for 
hire,  like  every  other  branch  of  industry,  connected 
with  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  country,  should 
be  thrown  open  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  citizens  of 
the  Unfed  Siates,  that  thepublc  may  hereafter  realize 
the  advantages  of  increased  regularity,  cheapness,  se- 
curity, and  expedit’on,  which  are  sure  to  follow  from  a 
free  competition  of  private  capital  and  enterprise  in  this 
as  in  all  other  pursuits. 

6.  Resolved,  That  in  order  to  secure  these  great  ben- 
efits as  well  as  to  maintain  correct  principles  in  the 
administration  of  the  government,  it  is  expedient  that 
the  less  productive  post  routes,  or  such  as  offer  no  pre- 
sent inducement  to  private  competition,  should  be  sus- 
tained, if  necessary,  by  appropriations  out  oi  the  com- 
mon treasury,  or  revenues  arising  from  other  sources. 

Mr.  Carter  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which,  under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office  be  instructed  to  inform  this  house  whether  land 
agents  generally,  or  only  particular  land  agents,  resi- 
dent in  this  ciiy,  be  allowed  the  privilege  ol  entering  the 
dffierent  rooms  of  the  general  land  office  at  all  times, 
and  remaining  as  many  hours  as  they  please,  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  information  useful  to  them  in  their 
business,  and  of  examining  the  ground  plats  of  public 
lands  already  in  the  market,  and  of  new  lands  about 
to  be  brought  into  market,  furnished  by  the  surveyors 
general,  together  in  their  private  reports  as  to  ihe  quality 
of  ihe  soil,  nature  of  location,  proximity  lo  navigable 
waters  and  railroads,  etc.,  and  of  making  ex  ructs  and 
memoranda  from  the  same  ; by  which  means  the  said 
agents  have  the  power  of  ascertaining  where  the  most 
valuable  lands  are  located,  and  availing  ihemselves  of 
information  improperly  obtained  ; and,  also,  whether 
the  hooks  and  papers  of  the  pre-emption  and  oilier  bu- 
reaus of  the  office  be  accessible  to  them  ; vvheiher  the 
great  seal -of  the  office  has  lately  been  found  in  the  pos- 
session of  any  one  under  suspicious  circumstances; 
whether,  since  the  reorganization  of  the  general  land 
office,  quantifies  of  patents  have  not  been  sent  out  in 
such  vile  and  illegible  handwriting  as  must  tend  to 
bring  the  office  into  discredit;  vvheiher  any,  and  how 
many,  since  the  reorganization  of  the  land  office, 
land  patents  have  been  returned  to  the  land  office  for 
clerical  inaccuracies,  and  whether  there  is  not  reason  to 
suspeci  that  great  inaccuracies  in  the  patents  already 
sent  our,  a?  well  as  in  those  ready  to  be  sent  out,  exist  to 
a considerable  extent.  If  so,  the  reason  for  this  gross 
negligence  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  to  attend  to 
the  duty  of  sending  the  patents  out  in  a correct  state  ; 
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whether  any  clerks,  and  how  man}',  since  their  ap- 
ptintiiu  nt  under  the  reorganization  ot  the  land  office, 
have  been  allowed  the  privilege  of  staying  away  from 
the  office  for  several  months  at  a time,  giving  their 
names,  the  reasons  for  granting  them  these  extraordi- 
nary privileges,  stating  who  performs  their  duties  in 
their  absence  ; and  if  substitutes  are  allowed,  who  pays 
them,  and  the  prices  the  substitutes  receive  ns  a remu- 
neration for  performing  the  duties  of  the  absent  clerks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crockett , 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  he  instructed 
to  communicate  to  this  house  all  the  facts  in  relation  to 
the  existing  contract  for  carrying  the  mail  from  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  to  New  Orleans ; when  and  to  whom 
the  contfhct  was  let,  and  all  the  terms  and  conditions 
of  the  same;  whether  all  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
said  contract  have  been  complied  with  by  the  con- 
tractor, and  if  not,  in  what  respect  he  has  failed  to  per- 
form his  obligations  ; and  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been 
taken  to  enforce  a compliance  therewith. 

Mr.  Towns  offered  the  following  resolution,  w hich 
under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  instructed  t 
communicate  to  this  house  a copy  of  the  correspond- 
ence between  general  Jesup  and  the  creek  warriors,  in 
relation  to  the  negroes  captured  by  them  at  the  Semi- 
nole war;  also,  the  correspondence  between  general 
Arbuckle,  col.  Armstrong,  and  Nathaniel  Collins,  with 
the  war  department,  on  the  subject  of  said  negroes. 

Mr.  Montgomery  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which,  under  the  rule,  lies  over  one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
furnish  this  house  a statement  showing  the  names  of 
the  commissioned  officers  of  the  regular  army  that  were 
absent  from  their  command  or  post  on  the  first  of  July 
and  January  last.  Also,  the  amount  paid  during  the 
year  1833  to  officers  of  the  army  for  double  rations,  and 
to  whom  paid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  directed  to  obtain,  and  communicate  to  this 
house,  at  as  early  a day  as  practicable  during  the  next 
session  of  congress,  information  to  the  following  effect, 
viz:  The  prices  at  which  muskets,  rifles,  and  pistols, 
might  be  made  and  delivered  to  the  United  States  and 
private  armories,  if  the  same  be  located  in  any  good 
and  convenient  position  in  the  southern,  the  south- 
western and  western  sections  of  the  Union  ; and  that 
the  said  prices  be  obtained  on  the  several  suppositions 
that  the  permanency  of  the  employment  of  such  armo- 
ries, the  total  number  employed  in  those  sections  of  the 
union,  their  respective  annual  amounts  of  manufac- 
tures, and  their  system  of  proof  and  inspection  of 
fire  arms,  be  each  in  all  respects  the  same  as  do  now 
appertain  to  the  private  armories  employed  by  the  ord- 
nance department  in  the  manufacture  of  small  arms. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  L.  Williams, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  patents  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 
refunding  to  applicants  the  fees  they  may  have  paid 
for  a reissue  or  modification  of  their  patents,  when 
they  shall  have  failed  to  obtain  the  same. 

Mr.  Rives  submitted  the  following  resolution. 
Which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  on  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  be  directed 
to  cause  to  be  prepared  an  abstract  of  the  several  peti- 
tions and  memorials  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  the  slave  trade,  and  against  the 
admission  of  any  new  state  into  the  union  whose  con- 
shtution  may  tolerate  slavery,  against  the  admission  of 
Texas  into  the  union,  and  for  the  recognition  of  the  in- 
dependence of  Hayti,  which  have  been  presented  to 
this  house  since  the  commencement  of  the  23d  con- 
gress ; stating  each  session  separately,  showing  by 
whom  presented,  and  the  number  of  signers,  men  and 
women,  where  the  same  appears  on  the  face  of  the 
papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coles, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  furnish  to  this  house  a tabular  statement  of 
the  annual  value  ot  imports,  payments  into  the  treasury 
on  account  of  them,  and  the  whole  cost  of  their  col- 
lection, with  the  rate  per  cent,  on  the  value  ol  imports, 
and  also  on  the  above  named  payments,  from  1789  to 
to  1837,  inclusive,  adding  the  whole  expenditures  of 
the  government  for  each  year  during  the  same  period, 
exclusive  of  trust  funds  and  public  debt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallory, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  directed 
to  inform  this  house  what  pay  and  emoluments  are  al- 
lowed to  heut.  Wilkes,  and  the  officers  under  his  com- 
in  the  south  sea  exploring  expedition  ; and  if  any  as- 
surances have  been  given  by  the  department  that  the 
acting  appointments  now  held  by  them  will  be  con- 
firmed on  their  return  to  the  United  States ; and  whe 
ther  the  expedition  is  considered  as  of  a naval  charac- 
ter or  not. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Aycrigg, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  report  a bill  providing  that  theestimated  ton- 
nage of  vessels  shall  correspond  with  their  actual  ca- 
pacity. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Halstead, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  any  and  what  costs  are 
charged  against  the  United  States,  for  printed  copies  of 
records  ot  suits  pending  in  'the  supreme  court,  which 
have  been  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States; 
and  also  that  they  be  instructed  to  inquire  what  amount 
is  paid  annually  for  printing  the  records  and  proceed- 


ings in  suits  pending  before  the  supreme  court,  and  to 
whom  paid;  and  whether  the  clerk  of  that  court  charges 
suitors  for  copies  of  records  of  subs  pending  in  the  said 
court,  which  are  printed  at  the  expense  ot  the  United 
States;  and  at  what  rate  and  by  what  rule  the  said 
charges  are  made;  and  w'hether  any  legislation  is  ne- 
cessary in  relation  to  the  costs  of  suits  in  said  court. 

Mr.  Randolph,  submitted  the  lollowing  resolution, 
which,  under  the  rule,  lies  one  day  upon  the  table  : 

Resolved  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  house  tabular  statements 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  United  S;ates, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1739,  to  the  present  time  ; show- 
ing the  different  sources  from  whence  the  revenue  has 
been  received  in  each  year,  and  the  different  heads,  and 
total  amount  of  expenditures,  and  the  balance  in  the 
treasury  of  each  year;  and  also  the  amount  of  appro- 
priations, under  their  respective  heads,  and  the  balance 
thereof  unexpended  of  each  year,  during  the  same  pe- 
riod ; and  also  the  amount  of  imports,  and  of  foreign 
and  domestic  exports,  and  of  American  and  foreign 
tonnage  engaged  therein,  for  each  year,  during  the  same 
period. 

Mr.  Beers  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  state,  secretary  of  war, 
secretary  of  the  navy,  and  postmaster  general,  be  seve- 
rally requested  to  report  to  this  house,  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable, the  time  that  it  will  necessarily  take  to  answer 
the  various  calls  made  by  the  house  of  representatives 
on  their  respective  departments,  for  information  during 
its  present  session  ; together  with  the  probable  cost  of 
making  their  respective  reports  in  answer  to  said  calls, 
including  the  printing  of  the  same ; also,  that  they  seve- 
rally report  to  this  house  the  number  of  calls  for  infor- 
mation made  on  their  respective  departments  during 
the  last  session,  by  whom  made,  and  t-he  number  of 
their  respective  reports  made  by  virtue  of  the  said  calls, 
and  what  number  have  been  acted  upon  by  the  house 
of  representatives. 

Resolved,  that  the  clerk  he  requested  to  ascertain  and 
report  to  this  house,  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  cost  for 
printing  ordered  during  the  present  session,  including 
the  re-printing  of  twenty  thousand  copies  of  last  year’s 
document,  No.  297  ; also,  at  what  time  the  printing  now 
ordered  will  be  completed. 

Objection  being  made  to  its  consideration  at  this 
time, 

Mr.  Beers  asked  for  a suspension  of  the  rules  for 
that  purpose,  and  upon  that  motion  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays ; which  were  ordered,  and  were, 
ayes  97 ; noes  70. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

On  moton  of  Mr.  Marvin, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  survey  of  the  bar  and  harbors  of 
the  following  rivers  and  ports  in  Florida,  with  a view 
1 1 the  improvement  of  the  same  : The  bar  of  the  river 
St  Johns  ; and  the  river  and  harbor  of  St.  Marks, 
and  more  especially  the  new  and  better  channel  re- 
cently discovered  by  Benjamin  Thornton,  esq.,  ol'  said 
territory. 

Mr.  Pratt  called  up  the  following  resolution  of- 
fered by  him  on  a former  day  : 

Whereas,  the  materials  used  in  the  erection  of  the 
treasury  building  in  this  city  are  congelated  sandstone, 
absorbing  water,  and  requiring  to  be  frequently  painted, 
at  great  expense,  to  preserve  it  against  rain  and  frost ; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  this  house,  That  all  public 
buildings  hereafter  to  be  erected  for  the  use  of  the  gov- 
ernment, shall  be  constructed  of  the  hardest  and  most 
durable  materials,  either  of  marble  or  granite. 

Mr.  P.  moved  its  leference  to  the  committee  on 
public  buildings  and  grounds. 

Mr.  Taliaferro  moved  to  postpone  its  further 
consideration  till  to-morrow,  and  went  into  a long 
argument  to  prove  the  durability  of  the  materials 
now  used. 

Mr.  Lincoln  replied,  and  stated  that,  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  imperfect  formation  of  the  congelated 
sandstone,  the  action  of  the  rain  and  the  frost  had 
already  severed  many  of  the  large  blocks  in  the 
building  now  under  construction,  as  well  as  of  those 
in  the  executive  mansion. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  Pratt, 
Naylor,  and  Haynes,  Mr.  P.  modified  the  resolution 
to  read  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  build- 
ings be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
having  the  public  buildings  hereafter  to  be  erected 
built  of  either  marble  or  granite,  instead  of  the  stone 
that  has  been  used  ; and  that  said  committee  report  to 
this  house  which  of  these  materials  is  the  most  desira- 
ble and  economical,  and  the  several  prices  at  which 
each  of  said  ma'erials  can  be  furnished. 

Mr.  P.  then  demanded  the  previous  question, 
which  prevailed,  and,  thus  modified,  the  resolution 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  Slade  offered  the  following  : 

Whereas,  on  the  30th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  arid  thirty-nine, 
there  were  driven  by  the  doors  of  the  capitol  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  view  of  members  of  both  houses  of  con- 
gress, thirty  men  chained  and  handcuffed,  together 
with  twenty  women  and  children ; and  whereas  there 
are  circumstances  which  justify  a strong  suspicion  that 
it  was  for  no  offence  against  the  laws  of  the  United 


States,  or  of  any  of  the  states,  that  said  men,  women 
old  children  were  chained,  handcuffed  and  driven  as 
aforesaid  : therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  seven  members  of 
this  house  be  forthwith  appointed  to  inquire  and  report : 

1.  The  authority  under  which  the  said  men,  women, 
and  children,  were  thus  chained,  handcuffed,  and  dri- 
ven as  aforesaid  : 

2.  Whether  they  were  charged  with  the  commission 
of  crimes  ; and  if  so,  of  what  crimes,  and  when  and 
where  committed  : 

3.  Whether  they  had  been  convicted  of  crimes  ; and 
if  so,  of  what  crimes,  and  by  what  tribunal  convicted  : 
and 

4.  Whether  the  persons  who  chained,  handcuffed, 
and  drove  the  said  men,  women,  and  children,  were 
officers  ot  the  United  States,  duly  authorized  to  have 
the  custody  of  criminals  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia ; and  if  so,  whether  they  committed  said  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  to  the  common  jail  of  said  District, 
for  trial  or  to  the  penitentiary  thereof  for  punishment. 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  be  authorized  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  report  to  this  house  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Stanly  inquired  of  the  chair  if  the  resolution 
was  received  ? 

The  Speaker  said  it  was. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  Crabb  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  the  re- 
solution would  not  be  laid  on  the  table,  under  the 
resolution  of  the  12th  December? 

The  Speaker  said  he  would  decide  that  point 
when  it  came  up  in.  its  proper  place. 

The  resolution  lies  over  one  day,  under  the  rule. 

The  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Cushing  on  the 
31st  of  December  last,  (and  printed  in  that  week’s 
“ Register,”  p 302 ) in  relation  to  what  steps  have 
been  taken  by  the  piesident  of  the  United  States  to 
interpose  between  Francefand  Mexico,  were  taken 
up  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  in- 
structed to  communicate  to  this  house  a statement  of 
the  annual  expenditures  for  each  revenue  cutter,  con- 
sisting of  repairs,  equipments,  rations,  officers  and  sea- 
men, wages,  and  other  incidental  expenses,  from  the 
year  1830  to  1833. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  directed 
to  transmit  to  this  house  a copy  of  a communication 
from  commodore  Jesse  D.  Elliott  to  the  late  secretary  of 
the  navy,  which  accompanied  the  commodore’s  trans- 
mission of  the  proceedings  of  the  naval  court  martial 
against  heut.  C.  G.  Hunter,  together  with  the  deposition 
ot  the  governor  of  Minorca  in  relation  to  the  transac- 
tions involved  in  the  subject  before  said  court.  Also, 
that  he  lay  before  the  house  copies  of  all  communica- 
tions and  papers  furnished  to  the  department  by  com- 
modore Elliott  in  explanation  of,  or  flavins  reference  to, 
the  complaint  of  passed  midshipman  Barton  against 
the  commodore,  a copy  of  which  was  called  for  by  a 
resolution  of  this  house  of  the  1st  of  February  instant. 
And  also,  of  all  communications  on  file  in  the  depart- 
ment in  relation  to  the  presentation  of  a service  of  plate 
to  commodore  Elliott  by  the  crew  of  the  American  fri- 
gate Constitution,  during  the  last  cruise  of  said  ship 
under  his  command. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Briggs, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  upon  w hat  terms  the  Indian  portraits 
taken  by  George  Catlin,  of  distinguished  chiefs  and 
braves,  belonging  to  about  forty  different  nations,  to- 
gether with  the  costumes,  other  curiosities  and  sketches 
of  the  country,  collected  and  taken  by  said  Cailin  du- 
ring seven  years’  residence  with  and  among  the  different 
tribes  of  the  western  Indians,  can  he  obtained  by  the 
government,  and  into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  the 
same. 

Mr.  Duncan  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  laid  over  under  the  rule  one  day.  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  house  be  directed  to 
make  out  a statement  of  the  sums  of  money  w hich 
have  been  paid  as  the  expenses  of  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation appointed  by  the  house  of  representatives 
during  the  session  of  1836-7,  of  which  the  hon.  Henry 
A.  Wise  was  chairman;  and,  also, of  the  committee 
ol  investigation  of  the  same  session,  of  which  the  hon  . 
James  Garland  was  chairman,  stating,  particularly,  the 
items  of  said  expenses,  and  to  whom  the  same  were 
paid  ; and  report  the  same  to  the  house. 

Pursuant  to  notice  heretofore  given  by  him,  Mr. 
Grant  asked  leave  at  this  time  to  introduce  a bill 
to  provide  for  certain  harbors,  and  for  the  removal 
of  obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouths  of  certain 
rivers,  and  for  oilier  purposes,  during  the  year  1839. 

Mr.  G.  explained  that  he  had  included  no  appro- 
priations except  for  old  harbors,  and  that  he  had 
taken  no  estimates  except  those  furnished  by  the 
treasury  department. 

I-.eave  having  been  granted, 

Mr.  G.  introduced  the  bill ; which  was  read  twice, 
ami  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Evans,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a bill  for  the  improvement  and  survey  of 
certain  rivers,  and  for  the  repairs  of  certain  roads 
in  Florida ; which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
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to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

Mr.  Chambers , (leave  having  been  denied,)  moved 
a suspension  of  the  rule  to  enable  the  committees 
to  make  their  reports — passing  by  those  on  the 
speaker’s  table  which,  having  been  reported  here- 
tofore, had  given  rise  to  debate. 

But  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rule. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Cushman , from  the  commit- 
tee on  commerce,  reported  a bill  to  establish  a port 
of  entry  at  St.  Joseph’s,  in  the  territory  of  Florida  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Haynes  said  he  would  make  one  more,  and 
he  believed  it  would  be  his  last  request,  that  the 
house  would  give  him  leave  to  submit  a motion  that 
the  committee  of  the  whole  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  president’s  message. 

Objection  having  been  made,  Mr.  H.  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  ana  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  ; which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  : 
yeas  87,  nays  61.  [Not  two-thirds.] 

So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Word , the  house,  by  general 
consent,  took  up  the  bill  which  had  passed  this 
house,  and  which  had  been  returned  from  the  se- 
nate with  an  amendment,  entitled  “ An  act  to  amend 
an  act  to  reorganize  the  district  courts  of  the  United 
States  in  the  state  of  Mississippi.” 

Mr.  Rice  Garland,  on  leave,  introduced  a bill  to 
provide  lor  taking  the  next  census. 

Pursuant  to  special  order,  the  house  then  went 
into  committee  on  the  union,  Mr.  Davee,  of  Maine, 
in  the  chair,  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  ot 
territorial  business.  After  spending  some  time  in 
committee,  ttie  following  bills  were  reported  to  the 
house  : 

A bill  to  establish  the  boundary  line  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Iowa. 

A bill  lor  the  election  or  appointment  of  officers 
in  the  territory  of  Iowa. 

A bill  for  the  erection  of  a state  house  in  Florida. 
[On  this  bill  Mr.  Bond  made  some  inquiries, 
which  were  answered  by  Mr.  Downing  : when  the 
bill  was  amended  by  adding  a proviso  guarding 
against  further  demands  on  the  government.] 

A bill  to  amend  the  organic  law  of  Iowa  and 
"Wisconsin. 

A bill  to  amen  an  act  establishing  a territorial 
government  in  Wisconsin. 

[On  this  bill  some  debate  arose,  an  account  of 
which  must  be  deferred.  Mr.  Adams  proposed  an 
amendment,  which  was  rejected.] 

A bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  building 
of  piers  at  the  northern  extremity  of  Winnebago 
lake. 

A bill  to  establish  a port  of  entry  at  St.  Joseph’s 
"bay,  in  Florida. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Brotherton  Indians  in 
Wisconsin. 

A bill  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  keepers  of  public 
archives  in  Florida. 

A bill  making  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of 
a law  library  for  the  use  of  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners in  Florida. 

A bill  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a road  from 
Dubuque  to  some  point  in  Missouri. 

A bill  to  authorize  the  construction  of  certain  im- 
provements in  Wisconsin. 

A bill  for  the  survey  of  certain  rivers  and  roads 
in  Florida. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a message 
of  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  in  relation  to 
the  demands  made  on  the  British  government  for 
satisfaction  for  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline,  at 
Sclilosser,  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bronson  moved  to  print  10,000  extra  copies; 
which  motion,  being  then  objected  to,  lies  over. 
The  house  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  12.  Mr.  Cambreleng  laid  before  the 
house  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  showing  the  very 
large  sums  required  to  pay  pensions  due  on  the  4th 
of  March  next;  and  slating  that,  in  the  existing 
condition  of  the  treasury,  and  in  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year,  these  payments  cannot  be  met,  with  the 
other  current  expenditures,  and  the  redemption  of 
so  many  treasury  notes  then  falling  due,  unless  the 
bill  heretofore  reported,  authorizing  the  issue  of  the 
unexhausted  treasury  notes,  be  passed,  or  some  other 
resource  shall  be  provided  ; which  was  read. 

Mr.  C.  said  it  would  be  perceived  that  it  would 
not  be  in  the  power  of  the  treasury  to  meet  the 
drafts  upon  it  during  the  next  few  weeks,  unless  the 
bill  reported  by  him  a few’ weeks  ago  should  be  acted 
upon.  It  consisted  of  a single  section,  extending 
the  limitation  of  the  act  of  1837,  authorising  the  issue 
of  treasury  notes.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
house  would  permit  the  bill  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Bronson  hoped  that  the  house  would  not  arrest 
the  execution  of  the  special  order. 


Mr.  Cambreleng  said,  if  the  bill  gave  rise  to  dis- 
cussion. he  would  move. its  postponement. 

Mr.  Bell  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  press  the 
bill  at  this  moment;  but  that  he  would  consent  that 
the  communication  which  had  been  read  be  printed, 
so  as  to  give  the  members  a brief  space  for  reflection. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  then  moved  the  printing  of  the 
communication  ; which  was  ordered. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  reported  a bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  certain  fortifications  for  1839  ; 
and  senate  bill,  without  amendment,  to  allow  a draw- 
back of  duties  on  imported  hemp  when  manufactured 
into  cordage  and  exported. 

The  house  then  passed  to  the  execution  of  the 
special  order  of  the  day,  being  the  consideration  of 
bills  relating  to  the  territories. 

All  the  bills  reported  from  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  yesterday,  except 
the  following,  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-day  : 

The  bill  “ to  amend  the  act  establishing  the  terri- 
torial government  of  Wisconsin,”  coming  up  on  the 
question  of  engrossment, 

Mr.  Rice  Garland  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part 
of  the  bill  relating  to  the  tenure  of  office  of  the  ju- 
diciary ; which,  after  a brief  discussion  between  him 
and  Mr.  Bronson,  was  disagreed  to. 

After  a verbal  amendment  bad  been  agreed  to, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  read- 
ing to-day. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Pickens, 
of  South  Carolina,  in  the  chair.) 

Some  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  order  of 
business. 

When  the  committee  took  up,  considered,  and 
laid  aside  to  be  reported,  the  following  bills  : 

A bill  making  a donation  of  land  to  the  territory 
of  Iowa  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public  build- 
ings thereon. 

A bill  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a marine  hos- 
pital at  St.  Joseph’s,  in  Florida,  &c.  (the  blank  lor 
the  hospital  having  been  filled  with  $15,000,  and 
that  for  buoys  with  $500.) 

Mr.  Bronson  moved  that  the  committee  take  up 
the  bill  in  relation  to  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and 
Georgia  railroad. 

Mr.  Lincoln  submitted  to  the  chair,  that  this  bill 
did  not  come  within  the  assignment  of  the  special 
Older,  which  comprised  bills  relating  exclusively  to 
the  territories. 

The  Chair  decided  that  the  bill  did  not  come 
within  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  special  order. 
Mr.  Chapman  appealed  from  this  decision. 

A debate  of  some  length  followed,  on  the  point 
of  order,  in  which  Messrs.  Bronson,  Shields,  Chap- 
man, Downing,  Mercer,  Lincoln,  Fillmore,  Naylor, 
and  TilUnghast  participated,  when,  on  a division, 
the  decision  of  the  chair  was  affirmed,  ayes  84, 
noes  55,  and  the  bill  was  laid  aside  as  not  coming 
within  the  spirit  of  the  special  order. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  to  establish 
a system  of  internal  improvements  in  the  territory 
of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Pelrikin  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause,  which  motion,  after  a protracted  debate, 
prevailed. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
following  bills  : 

A bill  for  the  erection  of  a court-house  in  Jack- 
sonville, Florida. 

A bill  granting  to  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  in  Wisconsin,  the  same  compensation  as  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  in  Iowa. 

A bill  to  approve  and  confirm  certain  legislative 
acts  of  the  legislature  of  Wisconsin. 

The  bill  relating  to  Southport,  in  Wisconsin,  was, 
by  consent,  left  in  committee,  and  not  reported  to 
the  house. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bills, 
which  were  all  read  a third  time  and  passed,  with 
the  exception  of  the  bill  which  hadcreated  so  much 
debate,  viz.  the  bill  to  enable  the  legislature  of  Wis- 
consin to  enter  into  a system  of  internal  improve- 
ments, and  to  loan  money  for  that  purpose  ; and 
the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  a law  library  for  the 
council  of  Florida  ; which  latter  was  opposed  bj' 
Mr.  Halsted,  who,  having  failed  in  a motion  to  re- 
commit it,  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  pas- 
sage, which  resulted:  yeas  61,  nays  64.  So  the 
bill  was  rejected. 

Mr  Edwards,  however,  moved  a reconsideration  ; 
but,  before  any  question  was  taken,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday,  February  13.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Eve- 
retl,  the  rules  were  suspended  for  the  morning  hour, 
to  enable  the  committees  to  report. 

Mr.  Cushman,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  an  amendatory  bill  to  establish  certain  col- 
lection districts,  and  ci eating  ports  of  entry. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  compliance  with 
the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  4 1 h instant,  in 
relation  to  the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  which  had 
been  coined  at  the  branch  mint  in  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina,  since  it  has  been  in  operation. 

Mr.  Cushman,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a resolution  making  certain  bills  from  said 
committee  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  the  15th 
and  16th  days  of  February,  after  1 o’clock;  but,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Loomis  (leave  having  been  denied)  moved 
a suspension  of  the  rule,  to  enable  him  to  offer  the 
following  resolution,  and  on  his  call  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered  on  the  motion  : 

Resolved,  That  ihe  select  committee  to  investigate 
die  defalcations  of  Samuel  Swartwout  and  others,  be 
instructed  to  transmit  to  the  house,  through  the  speaker, 
the  journal  of  their  proceedings  up  to  this  time,  and 
daily  hereafter,  during  the  residue  of  their  session  ; and 
that  the  same  be  primed  for  the  use  of  the  house  ; and 
that  so  much  of  the  resolution  as  authorizes  said  com- 
mittee to  employ  a printer,  be  rescinded  from  this  date  ; 
and  that  said  committee  be  further  instructed  to  hold 
their  meetings  publicly. 

Mr.  Galhoon,  of  Kentucky,  inquired  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  Loomis)  whether  the 
committee  did  not  now  sit  openly. 

Mr.  Loomis  replied,  it  was  said  they  did  not. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  suspend  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  85  ; 
nays  92,  as  follows : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Bron- 
son, Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  John  Campbell,  Casey, 
Chaney,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Culps,  Connor,  Craig, 
Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  De  Graff,  Farrington,  Fry, 
Gallup,  Glascock,  Grant,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer, 
Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Howard,  Ingham, 
Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
Klingensmith,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis, 
Martin,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClel- 
lan, McClure,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble.  Parker,  Parmeiiter, 
Paynter,  Pennybaeker,  Pelrikin,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Pot- 
ter, Pratt,  Reily,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sawyer,  Shelter, 
Charles  Shepard,  Sheplor,  Spencer,  Swearingen,  Tay- 
lor, Titus,  Toucey,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Webster,  Whit- 
tlesey, .lared  W.  Williams  and  Yell — 85. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Burden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  William 
B.  Calhoun,  John  Caihoon,  William  B.  Campbell,  Car- 
ter, Chambers  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Crabb,  Crans- 
ton, Crockett, Cushing,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn, 
Edwards,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  -Tames 
Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Joshua  R.  Giddings,  Goode, 
William  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grennell.  Grif- 
fin, Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Robert 
M.  T.  Hunter,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Henry  John- 
son, Kennedy,  Lincoln,  Lvon,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McLennan,  Menefee,  Milli- 
gan, Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Peck,  Pope,  Potts, 
Sergeant  S.  Premiss,  Putnam, ’ Randolph,  Rencher, 
Ridgway,  John  Robertson,  Edward  Robinson,  Rus- 
sell," Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Augustine  II.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stratton,  Til- 
linghast,  'Poland,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White,  John 
White,  Lewis  Williams.  Sherrod  Williams,  Christo- 
pher H.  Williams,  Word  and  Yorke — 92. 

So  the  rule  was  not  suspended.  Mr.  Loomis 
gave  notice  that  he  should  renew  the  motion  to- 
morrow'. 

A few  private  bills  were  reported,  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  hour,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  business  on  the  District  ol  Columbia, 
this  day  having  been  specially  assigned  lor  that 
purpose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bouldin,  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Rencher,  of  North  Carolina,  in  the 
chair,)  on  bills  relating  to  the  district  of  Columbia. 
The  following  bills  were  taken  up  and  considered  : 
An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “ An  act  toestab- 
lish  criminal  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia,” 
[with  amendments,  and  the  ninth  section  being 
stricken  out.] 

A bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  City  Benev- 
olent Society.  [Laid  aside  without  amendment.] 

A bill  to  incorporate  the  Navy  Yard  Beneficial 
Society  of  the  Distiict  of  Columbia.  [Laid  aside 
without  amendment.] 

A bi  11_ to  incorporate  the  Lafayette  Benevolent 
Society  of  the  city  of  Washington.  [Laid  aside 
without  amendment.] 

A bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Manual  La- 
bor School  and  Male  Orphan  Asylum  Society  of  the 
city  of  Washington, 

On  motion  of  klr.  Jenifer,  this  bill  was  amended 
by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the  following  words  : 
“ but  no  power  is  hereby  given,  or  intended  to  be 
given,  to  issue  bank  notes,  or  to  exercise  any  bank- 
ing privileges  whatever.” 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside. 

The  comittee  took  up  the  joint  resolution  from 
the  senate,  directing  the  manner  in  which  certain 
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taws  of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  executed. 
[Laid  aside  without  amendment.] 

The  senate  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
[L  aid  aside  without  amendment  ] 

A bill  providing  for  a bridge  across  the  eastern 
branch  of  the  Potomac  river  to  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. 

? "Mr.  Giddings  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  G.  proceeded  to  deliver  some  remarks  in  ex- 
planation of  the  reasons  lor  this  motion.  In  submit- 
ting it,  he  said,  he  had  been  guided  not  by  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation,  but  by  the  considera- 
tion of  the  important  principles,  as  they  appeared  to 
him,  which  were  involved  in  the  question.  Impor- 
tant they  were,  in  his  view,  however  they  might 
present  themselves  to  the  minds  of  other  members 
of  this  body.  He  contemplated  any  expenditure  of 
money  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  farther  than 
what  might  be  requisite  to  continue  the  present  ope- 
rations of  government,  as  impolitic  and  unwise. 
And,  in  saying  this,  he  went  upon  the  hypothesis 
that  the  seat  of  government  could  not,  ami  would 
not,  remain  where  it  was. 

He  had  not  made  this  motion  without  reflection, 
nor  until  he  had  heard  the  declarations  of  honorable 
members  on  this  floor,  which,  to  him,  bore  an  import 
inexpressible.  He  had  not  made  it  until  he  had  seen 
membeis  tied  down  by  a sort  of  legislative  straight- 
jacket,  and  had  seen  their  mouths  hermetically  seal- 
ed on  other  subjects  of  the  most  vital  importance. 
Before  the  congress  should  put  their  hands  into  the 
people’s  pockets  under  circumstances  such  as  now 
existed,  it  would  behoove  them  to  reflect  what  the 
true  state  of  things  was. 

Mr.  G.  here  alluded  to  a petition  presented  some 
days  since  from  citizens  of  this  District,  in  relation 
to  the  interference  of  persons,  beyond  their  limits, 
with  their  domestic  institutions. 

Mr.  Glascock  sumbmitted  to  the  chair  that  the 
gentleman  was  out  of  order. 

The  Chairman  decided  that  the  gentleman  was  as- 
signing his  reasons  why  the  enacting  clause  ot  the 
bill  should  be  stricken  out,  and  was  not,  therefore, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  chair,  transgressing  the  rules 
of  order. 

Mr.  G.  disclaimed  any  individual  or  personal 
intentions.  He  wished  that  every  member  of  the 
house  would  approach  this  subject  with  the  same 
feelings  which  animated  himself.  If  any  man  show- 
ed a disposition  to  excite  trouble  here,  he  would 
not  be  that  man.  But  he  would  speak  the  truth,  for 
the  benefit,  in  some  degree  (he  hoped)  of  the  dis- 
trict wiiicii  he  represented — for  the  benefit  of  those 
whose  voice  had  been  silenced  on  this  floor,  and 
whose  representatives  he  repeated,  had  been  tied 
down  by  a species  of  legislative  straight-jacket. 

Mr.  Glascock  again  called  (he  gentleman  to  order. 

The  Chair  admonished  Mr.  Giddings  to  confine 
himself  to  the  question  before  the  house. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  was  assigning  his  reasons  why 
he  would  vote  no  money  for  the  District,  except 
such  as  might  be  requisite  for  the  purposes  of  the 
government.  If  he  thought  that  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment was  about  to  remain  here,  he  would  go  as  far  as 
the  furthest  in  appropriating  money  for  improving 
and  beautifying  the  District,  but  he  should  protest 
against  all  further  grants  of  money  for  such  purposes, 
until  time  should  determine  whether  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment was  to  remain  here  or  not. 

Mr.  G.  then  went  on  to  refer  to  the  cries  which 
had  been  heard  of  the  dissolution  of  the  union,  (a 
topic,  he  said,  which  he  would  not  condescend  to  dis- 
cuss,) and  to  say  that  the  freemen  of  the  north  would 
not  suffer  themselves  to  be  compelled  to  sit  in  the 
councils  of  the  nation,  whilst  (as  they  walked  to  the 
capitol)  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  turning  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  grating  of  the  shackles  of  human 
beings. 

Mr.  G.  then  spoke  of  an  occurrence  stated  to  have 
occurred  here  recently,  (and  which  had  been  alluded 
to  on  previous  occasions,)  as  to  a band  of  slaves  hav- 
ing passed  up  the  avenue  handculfed,  & c. 

Mr.  G.  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Rives,  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

The  Chair  not  interposing  peremptorily — 

Mr.  G.  was  proceeding,  when 

Mr.  Jenifer  rose  to  a point  of  order.  The  gentle- 
man was  evidently  delivering  his  speech  on  the 
wrong  bill,  and  if  be  had  intended  to  link  it  w ith  any 
other  bill,  he  had  better  postpone  it.  Mr.  J.  desired 
to  submit  to  the  chair  whether  the  gentleman  was  in 
order. 

The  Chair  said  that  the  gentleman  was  not  out  of 
order,  inasmuch  as  he  was  assigning  his  reasons 
why  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  should  be  stricken 

out. 

Mr.  C.  II.  Williams  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Bouldm.  Oh  ! no.  We  shall  get  into  a de- 


bate, and  long  before  that  time  the  gentleman  would 
have  finished  his  speech. 

Mr.  Giddings  requested  Mr.  Williams  to  reduce 
his  point  of  order  to  writing. 

Mr.  Williams  not  evincing  a willingness  to  do  so, 
(as  the  reporter  understood)  — 

The  Chair  said  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr. 
Giddings)  would  proceed 

Mr.  G.  then  went  on  to  express  his  heartfelt  con- 
viction that  the  seat  of  government  could  not  remain 
in  this  District,  and  that,  for  that  reason,  he  protested 
against  this  appropriation.  He  spoke  of  the  abhor- 
rence of  the  northern  people  for  the  slave  trade  ; of 
the  horror  with  which  they  contemplated  the  idea  of 
the  sale  of  intelligent  beings  under  the  hammei  of 
the  auctioneer,  &c. ; when 

The  Chair  interposed,  and  intimated  that  it  was 
notin  order  to  discuss  the  meiits  ordeineritsof  the 
slave  trade. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  would  then  go  on  to  his  facts,  to 
his  reasons  why  this  money  should  not  be  appropri- 
ated. 

Mr.  G.  then  spoke  of  the  ears  of  the  people  (as 
they  walked  up  Pennsylvania  avenue)  being  saluted 
with  the  sounds  of  the  voice  and  the  hammer  of  the 
auctioneer  selling  men,  women,  and  children  ; and 
again  alluded  to  the  circumstance  of  a band  of  indi- 
viduals passing  through  the  streets  of  this  city, 
chained,  &c. 

Mr.  Howard  rose,  and  called  the  gentleman  to  or- 
der, explicitly  on  the  ground  of  irrelevancy  in  de- 
bate. 

The  Chair  requested  the  gentleman  to  commit  his 
point  of  order  to  writing,  and  (some  conversation 
having  followed)  decided  that  the  gentleman  was 
bound  to  do  so. 

From  that  decision  Mr.  Howard  appealed,  con- 
tending that  the  rule  required  the  point  of  order  to 
be  reduced  to  writing  only  where  exception  was 
taken  on  the  ground  of  personal  remarks. 

Mr.  Bouldin  hoped  gentlemen  would  suffer  the 
business  to  goon.  The  whole  of  the  precious  time 
allowed  would  be  lost,  and  the  interests  of  the  whole 
District  sacrificed,  so  far  as  congress  was  concerned, 
if  the  debate  went  on.  He  did  not,  and  could  not, 
like  the  terms  in  which  the  gentlemon  from  Ohio 
(Mr.  Giddings)  had  spoken  ; but  still  he  did  not  wish 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  District  to  be  sacri- 
ficed. 

Mr.  Glascoclc  said  that  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee lor  the  distr  ct  of  Columbia  (Mr.  Bouldin) 
could  not  better  subserve  the  interests  of  the  people 
of  this  District,  than  by  sustaining  the  character  of  the 
petitioners  who  had  been  so  grossly  assailed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio;  and  he  (Mr.  G.)  should  feel 
it  to  be  his  duty,  were  he  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee, to  vindicate  their  character  from  the  foul  as- 
persions which  had  been  cast  upon  them.  He  hoped 
he  should  himself  have  an  opportunity  to  say  a few 
words  in  their  behalf. 

The  point  of  order  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Taylor 
and  Bell;  Mr.  B.  contending  that  the  true  constiuc- 
tion  of  the  rule  was,  that  the  point  of  order  should 
be  reduced  to  writing  only  in  cases  of  personal  re- 
mark, and  not  where  a member  was  merely  called  to 
order  for  irrelevancy  in  debate.  A contrary  con- 
struction, however,  had  been  erroneously  given  to 
the  rule,  as  well  on  previous  occasions  as  on  the  pre- 
sent— erroneously,  as  he  believed.  And  this  might 
be  a proper  occasion  to  correct  it. 

Mr.  Adams  inquired  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Bell)  intended  to  intro  luce  into  this 
house,  when  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  princi- 
ple of  an  arbitrary  power  in  the  chairman  to  set 
down  a member,  when  speaking,  on  the  ground  of 
irrelevancy  ? Mr.  A.  knew  he  had  himselt  been  re- 
peatedly put  down,  because  the  speaker  considered 
the  matter  irrelevant,  but  he  knew  also  that  the 
speaker  had  refused  to  put  down  the  grounds  upon 
which  be  made  the  decision.  And  he  took  it  lor 
granted,  if  this  present  matter  was  taken  out  of  com- 
mittee into  the  house,  that  the  speaker  would  so  de- 
cide ; and  from  the  complacency  which  the  majority 
had  always  shown  towards  the  decisions  of  the 
speaker,  Mr.  A.  knew  what  the  result  would  be. 

But  had  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ever  known 
such  a principle  introduced  into  committee  of  the 
whole?  He  asked  that  gentleman  whether  he  had 
not  entertained  the  committee  of  the  whole  during 
this  very  session  for  hours  together  on  matters  utterly 
irrelevant  ? 

Mr.  Bell  rising  to  reply — 

Mr.  Adams  said  : 1 have  not  yet  done,  sir.  As 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  in  the  seat 
which  you  now  occupy,  Mr.  Chairman,  I have  heard 
ihe  ge.  tleman  from  Tennessee  entertain  and  instruct 
the  committee  hour  alter  hour  on  matters  which  had 
infinitely  less  relevancy  to  the  question  than  the  po- 
siiion  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  I say  his 
position  is  relevant.  It  is  perfectly  logical 

Mr.  Mallory  called  Mr.  Adams  to  order. 


Mr.  Adams  proceeded  in  his  remarks,  with  aveiw, 
he  said,  to  show  that  Mr.  Giddings’  argument  was 
relevant. 

Mr.  Thomas  called  Mr.  Adams  to  order. 

Mr.  Briggs  called  Mr.  Thomas  to  order. 

Mr.  Hamer  called  Mr.  Briggs  to  order. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  was  only  slating  his  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  was  only  speaking  to  the  ap- 
peal. 

Mr.  McKcnnan  spoke  to  the  point  of  order. 

The  Chair  having  here  interposed,  and  expressed 
his  opinion  that  Mr.  Giddings  had  wandered  from  the 
subject,  and  that,  in  adverting  to  the  subject  of  sla- 
very and  the  slave  trade,  he  was  out  of  order — 

Mr.  Howard  said,  that  being  the  case,  he  would 
withdraw  his  appeal. 

So  the  appeal  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  C.  II.  Williams  inquired  whether,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  had  been  pronounced  out  of  Older, 
he  could  now  proceed  without  leave  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

The  Chair  said,  no. 

Mr.  C.  II.  Williams  said  he  should  insist  on  leave 
being  granted  before  the  gentleman  proceeded. 

Mr.  Bell  hoped  he  would  be  permitted  to  say  a few 
words  in  reply  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Adams  hoped  he  would  be  permitted  to  finish 
what  he  had  to  say,  and  from  which  he  had  been  cut 
off  by  the  gentleman  fiorn  Maryland,  (Mr.  Thomas.) 

The  Chair  said  there  was  no  question  before  the 
house. 

Mr.  Slade  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  chair, 
that  the  remarks  ol  Mr.  Giddings  were  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Fillmore  inquired  on  what  ground  the  chair 
had  decided  the  remarks  to  be  out  of  order  ? 

The  Chair  said,  cn  the  ground  that  he  was  speak- 
ing of  irrelevant  matters. 

Mr.  Fillmore  appealed  from  that  decision. 

Mr.  Slade  said  the  appeal  had  been  already  taken 
by  himself. 

Mr.  McKennan  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
wished  to  make  a brief  explanation,  and  asked  that 
he  have  leave  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Bynum  said  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  ought 
not  to  be  permitted  to  do  indirectly  what  he  could 
not  do  directly. 

And  leave  was  denied. 

And  the  question  “ Shall  the  decision  of  the  chair 
stand  by  the  judgment  of  the  committee  ?”  was  then 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  ayes  103, 
noes  21. 

So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  affirmed. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that,  as  this  decision  introduced 
a new  principle,  he  should  wish  to  know  in  what 
manner  .it  would  be  brought  before  the  house? 

The  Chair  said,  not  at  all. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill — 

Leave  was  denied  to  Mr.  Giddings  to  proceed  in 
hisiemarks. 

After  a few  words  from  Mr.  Jenifer , directed  to 
the  favor  with  which  this  bill  had  heretofore  been 
received  m^botli  branches  of  congress,  although  from 
accidental  circumstances,  its  passage  had  been  de- 
layed— 

The  question  w’as  taken,  and  there  appeared  ~ 
ayes  76,  noes  56. 

So  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  was  stricken 
out. 

The  committee  next  took  up  a bill  to  provide  for 
the  erection  of  a new  jail  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Columbia.  No  amend- 
ment being  offered,  they  then  considered 

A joint  resolution  from  the  senate  to  fix  the  sal- 
ary of  the  physician  of  the  penitentiary  (at  $600.) 

Mr.  Petrilcin  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  “ re- 
solved;” but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  committee  next  took  up  a bill  to  suppress 
gaming  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Petrilcin  had  decided  objections  to  this  bill, 
and  wished  its  consideration  deferred  that  he  might 
have  time  to  consider  it  and  prepare  amendments. 

Mr.  Jenifer  briefly  explained  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  which  he  considered  the  only  remedy  for  the 
evil.  It  had  been  drawn  up  by  the  attorney  of  the 
District,  and  its  passage  was  much  desired  by  the 
inhabitants. 

Mr.  Petrilcin  went,  at  considerable  length,  into  a 
statement  of  his  objections  to  the  bill,  chiefly  on 
the  ground  that  it  gave  exorbitant  powers  to  con- 
stables and  magistrates,  and  trenched  on  the  liberty 
of  the  citizen.  It  was  well  seen  that  the  bill  had 
been  drawn  by  a lawyer,  who  wanted  to  see  a mul- 
tiplication of  suits,  because  he  made  his  living  by 
pettifogging.  If  gentlemen  refused  to  postpone, 
lie  must  move  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause ; 
which  motion  he  made  accordingly. 

Mr.  Bouldin  admitted  that  the  bill  was  no  favo- 
rite of  his.  The  thing  had  often  been  tried,  and 
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had  always  failed.  He  should  vote  against  it  him- 
self, but  he  did  not  invite  any  body  else  to  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  Naylor  vindicated  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
as  being  such  as  ought  to  prevail  in  every  well-re- 
gulated'community.  They  were  common  in  most 
cities  and  towns  ot  the  union.  The  bill  went  no 
further  than  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  went.  The 
evil  was  a great  one.  The  people  of  the  District, 
as  he  understood,  were  anxious  for  its  suppression, 
and  would  rejoice  in  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He 
was  aware  his  colleague  abhorred  gambling  as  much 
as  any  man,  and  hoped  he  would  not  attempt  to  de- 
stroy the  bill. 

After  further  remarks,  Mr.  Petrikin  withdrew 
his  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  and 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  5th, 
10th,  and  20th  sections. 

Mr.  Halsted  opposed  the  motion,  and  it  was  re- 
jected by  the  house.  The  bill  was  then  laid  aside 
to  be  reported. 

The  committee  next  took  up  the  bill  from  the 
senate  to  prohibit  the  giving,  accepting,  or  carry- 
ing of  a challenge  within  the  District  ot  Columbia, 
and  for  preventing  the  same. 

Mr.  Bouldin  said  he  should  not  resist  the  report- 
ing of  the  bill,  nor  had  he  any  objection  to  its  fair 
discussion;  but  if  it  should  be  inferred  from  this 
that  he  was  in  favor  of  it,  the  inference  would  be 
far  from  the  fact.  It  did  not  proceed  from  his  hand, 
but  from  a different  committee  ; and  he  would  not 
vote  for  it.  The  common  law  provision  against 
murder  was  law  enough  for  him,  and  none  too 
much  ; it  ought  to  be  enforced  ; and  if  it  were, 
there  would  be  no  need  for  any  thing  more. 

Mr.  Jldams  should  not  lake  up  any  time  in  dis- 
cussing this  bill,  unless  it  was  objected  to.  This 
was  a senate  bill,  the  form  of  which  had  been  ac- 
commodated to  that  of  a similar  bill  which  came 
from  this  house.  A bill  of  the  same  description 
had  been  passed  by  the  senate  last  session,  but 
failed  in  the  house  for  want  of  time;  and  another 
had  been  passed  by  the  house.  A select  commit- 
tee had  renorted  a bill  the  present  session  exactly 
like  this,  save  in  one  particular  ; in  prescribing  the 
term  of  confinement,  it  limited  that  term  by  fixing 
a minimum  as  well  as  a maximum  for  its  duration. 
This  bill  fixed  a maximum,  but  no  minimum  ; leav- 
ing the  length  of  the  term,  in  that  respect,  to  the 
discretion  of  the  court.  Mr.  A.  did  not  approve 
this  change,  and  thought  the  bill,  on  the  whole,  too 
mild  in  its  aspect;  but  lest  its  passage  might  be 
endangered,  and  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a solemn 
testimony  by  both  branches  of  the  legislature 
against  the  barbarous  practice  of  duelling,  and  of 
some  practical  mode  of  checking  or  preventing  it, 
he  would  assent  to  the  bill  as  it  was,  without  mov- 
ing an  amendment  to  reinsert  the  minimum  term 
of  confinement. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  should 
neither  advocate  nor  oppose  the  bill  ; he  would,  out 
of  justice,  merely  propose  to  amend  it  after  the  woid 
“ cha'deng by  adding  “knowing  it  to  be  such.” 
He  thougnt  it  hard  to  punish  a man  who  might  be  the 
bearer  of  a challenge,  unless  he  knew  what  it  was 
he  carried. 

Tne  amendment  was  concurred  in  without  debate 
or  division. 

Mr.  Jenifer  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
the  following  as  a new  section : 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  mem- 
ber of  the  house  of  representatives  so  far  forgets  him- 
self as  to  use  offensive  language  in  debate,  which  shall 
be  decided  to  be  personal  to  any  member  by  a vpte  of 
the  house,  the  offending  member  shall  immediately 
make  an  apology  to  the  member  so  offended,  and  to 
the  house. 

Mr.  Toucey  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  pre- 
vail; it  was  of  a very  extraordinary  character. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  said  this  bill  was  professedly  aimed 
at  the  suppression  of  duelling;  but  if  that  object 
was  hoped  for,  the  bill  should  go  at  once  to  the  root 
of  the  evil.  A member  using  opprobrious  language 
toward  another  in  debate,  and  of  so  gross  a charac- 
ter that  the  house  should  pronounce  it  a violation  of 
order,  ought  to  be  comp  died,  on  the  spot,  to  make 
the  amende  honorable  to  the  party.  If  the  house 
adopted  this  provision,  they  would  stop  duelling; 
but  till  something  like  a remedy  was  applied  to  pre- 
vent abusive  language  on  this  tloor,  they  never  need 
to  hope  for  it.  A member  disposed  to  be  abusive 
and  insulting  could  now  cloak  himself  under  his  le- 
gislative privilege  of  the  freedom  of  speech  ; but  he 
ought  to  be  required  by  the  house  itself  to  apologize, 
and  any  member  who  refused  to  do  so,  ought  at 
once  to  be  expelled  the  house. 

Mr.  Everett  suggested  that  such  a law  would  in- 
volve a violation  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Mams  was  of  the  same  opinion.  The  amend- 
ment went  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  debate  ; and, 
besides,  who  was  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  law  ? 
Laws  were  enforced  by  the  courts  ; would  gentle- 


men refer  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  members 
of  this  house  to  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country  ? 
Mr.  A.  was  as  averse  as  any  man  to  the  indulgence 
of  abusive  and  insulting  language  on  that  floor  ; but 
the  house  had  already  ample  power  to  enforce  order, 
and  he  could  see  no  propriety  in  adopting  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  objected  to  the  amendment,  and 
reminded  Mr.  Jenifer  that  it  was  a general  law 
which  the  house  was  considering,  and  not  one  for 
members  of  congress  alone;  besides,  the  amend- 
ment recognized  a distinction  between  the  two 
houses,  as  if  such  matters  were  likely  to  occur  only 
in  this  house,  and  not  in  the  senate.  The  amend- 
ment was,  in  fact,  nothing  but  a new  rule  of  the 
house  ; and  ought  not  to  be  embodied  in  a general 
penal  law.  The  gentleman  saw  the  evil,  which  Mr. 
T.  also  saw  and  lamented,  and  wished  toprevent; 
but  if  any  such  regulation  was  to  be  [adopted,  as 
the  gentleman  proposed,  let  it  be  done  by  each 
house  for  itself,  and  not  in  a general  law  of  the  Dis- 
trict. 

Mr.  Jenifer  said  he  had  no  objection  that  the  sen- 
ate should  have  a similar  regulation,  but  it  was  the 
business  of  the  house  to  control  its  own  members  ; 
he  wanted  to  hold  them  responsible  to  their  friends 
here ; otherwise  it  would  be  vain  to  hope  to  re- 
strain duels.  It  was  true,  they  had  rules  of  order, 
but  these  never  were  enforced  ; he  wanted  to  com- 
pel an  apology  at  the  time,  and  on  the  spot  where  of- 
fence was  given.  This  would  cut  off  the  practice 
of  duelling,  by  cutiing  off  its  cause. 

Mr.  I'illinghast  w'as  not  opposed  to  the  principle 
of  the  amendment,  but  doubted  its  propriety. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment ; and  said  that  its  only  practical  effect  would  be 
to  induce  gentlemen  more  frequently  to  use  offensive 
language  than  they  did  at  present.  The  existence  of 
any  rule  on  the  subject  had  this  effect ; and  the  more 
you  multiplied  rules,  the  more  shelter  you  provided 
lor  those  who  were  disposed  to  be  abusive.  Every 
additional  guaranty  against  responsibility  tor  words 
spoken,  only  added  to  the  evil.  Some  loflier  motive 
than  a law  must  induce  an  apology  that  would  stop 
a duel.  Mr.  P.  would  scorn  an  apology  prescribed 
by  rule,  and  made  under  dread  cf  the  law. 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendment  W'as  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Crabb,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  where  it  speaks  of  consummating 
the  challenge  by  fighting  a duel  “in  or  out  of  the 
District,”  by  striking  out  the  words  “oroutof,”so 
as  to  confine  the  operation  of  the  bill,  in  all  par- 
ticulars, within  the  limits  of  the  District. 

He  said  he  was  not  in  favor  of  duelling,  neither 
was  it  his  object,  in  ottering  this  amendment,  to  de- 
feat the  passage  of  the  bill  by  delay.  He  was  willing 
to  pass  it,  though  he  doubted  greatly  the  policy  ol 
such  a law.  He  thought  its  only  effect  would  he  (o 
substitute  the  cane  or  the  horsewhip  for  the  pistol. 
An  honorable  and  high-minded  man  never  would  sub- 
mit to  billingsgate  abuse,  pass  what  law  you  pleased. 
But,  as  this  bill  now  stood,  its  provisions  were  not 
constitutional.  It  took  cognizance  of  acts  of  indi- 
viduals within  the  states,  whereas  the  jurisdiction 
of  congress,  in  matters  municipal,  was  confined  to 
the  District  alone.  As  well  might  the  state  of  Vir- 
ginia undertake  to  punish  a duel  fought  in  Kentucky, 
because  the  challenge  had  been  given  in  Virginia, 
as  for  the  legislature  of  this  District  to  punish  a duel 
fought  in  Virginia,  because  the  challenge  was  given 
within  the  District.  It  was  most  clearly  unconsti- 
tutional. The  bill  ought  first  to  have  been  submit- 
ted to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Crabb , it  was  negatived  without  a 
count. 

The  committee  now  rose,  and  reported  the  bills  to 
the  house. 

The  following  bills  were  ordered  to  their  third 
reading  this  day,  viz: 

A bill  to  incorporate  the  Navy  Yard  Beneficial 
Society. 

A bill  to  incorporate  the  Benevolent  Society  of  the 
city  of  Washington. 

A bill  to  incorporate  the  Lafayette  Beneficial  So- 
ciety of  Washington. 

A joint  resolution  directing  the  manner  in  which 
certain  laws  of  the  District  shall  be  executed. 

A bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
penitentiary. 

A bill  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a new  jail  in 
the  county  of  Washington. 

A joint  resolution  fixing  the  salary  of  the  physi- 
cian to  the  penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  following  having  been  amended,  the  amend- 
ments were  respectively  concurred  in  by  the  house, 
and  the  bills  ordered  to  a third  reading  this  day,  viz  : 

A bill  to  amend  an  act  to  establish  a criminal  court 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

A bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Manuel  La- 


bor School  and  Male  Oiphan  Asylum  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

The  bill  against  duelling  coming  up — 

Mr.  Crabb  moved  its  reference  to  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary,  with  instructions  to  report  whether 
the  first  seciion  of  the  bill  contained  any  thing  against 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

After  a brief  discussion  this  motion  was  disagreed 
to. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  then  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee  for  the  District, 
with  instructions,  going  to  apply  the  laws  of  Ma- 
ryland and  Virginia  on  the  subject  of  duelling  to 
the  portions  of  the  District  severally  ceded  by  those 
states. 

Mr.  Bouldin  said  this  expedient  had  been  tried 
over  and  over  again.  The  Virginians  would  not 
yield  to  the  Maryland  laws,  nor  the  Marylanders 
to  the  Virginia  laws,  and  the  thing  would  not  work. 
He  therefore  moved  the  previous  question. 

It  was  seconded  by  the  house,  put  and  carried. 

When  Mr.  Stanly  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table  ; rejected  without  a division. 

The  question  recurring  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  was  taken  and  resulted  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
Anderson,  Andrews,  Aycrigg,  Banks,  Beers,  Beirne, 
Bell,  Bicknell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bron- 
son, Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  William  B.  Camp- 
bell, John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chaney,  Cheatham,  Cleve- 
land, Corwin,  Cranston,  Cushman,  Davies,  Deberry, 
Dunn,  Edwards,  Everett,  Farrington,  Isaac  Fletcher, 
Gallup,  James  Garland,  Giddings,  Goode,  Gray,  Gren- 
nell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hastings,  Hawes, 
Haynes,  Henry,  Herod,  Holsey,  Thomas  B.  Jackson, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  Keim,  Klingensmith,  Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Lo- 
gan, Loomis,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay,  R. 
McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  McKennan,  Mer- 
cer, Milligan,  Moore,  Murray,  Naylor,  Noble,  Parker, 
Paynter,  reck,  Phelps,  Potts,  Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss, 
Rariden,  Randolph.  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rives, 
Robinson,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Sheffer,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Sheplor,  Slade,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Tali- 
aferro, Thomas,  Tillinghast,  Titus,  Toucey,  Vander- 
veer,  Webster.  Weeks,  Lewis  Williams,  J.  W.  Willi- 
ams, C.  H.  Williams,  Yell — 107. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bouldin,  Bynum,  Coles,  Conner, 
Crabb,  Dromgoole,  Rice  Garland,  James  Graham, 
William  Graham,  Hamer,  Hawkins,  Howard,  Lyon, 
Montgomery,  Petrikin,  S.  S.  Prentiss,  Robertson, 
Towns,  Underwood,  Sherrod  Williams,  Word — 21. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading,  but 

Mr.  Bronson  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote,  with 
a view  to  remove  the  objections  urged  against  the 
measure. 

This  motion  was  briefly  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Underwood,  Sergeant,  Robertson,  and  Prentiss  of 
Miss.,  when  Mr.  Bouldin,  alter  a few  words  against 
the  bill,  demanded  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded,  put  and  carried,  as  was  also  the  main 
question,  by  the  following  vote  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Beaty,  Bell.  Bronson  Bynum, 
William  B. Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Chambers, Coles, 
Connor,  Crabb,  Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Dunn.  Elmore, 
Evans,  Ewing,  Fillmore,  James  Garland,  Rice  Gar- 
land, Hamer,  Hawkins,  Holsey,  Leadbetter,  Lyon, 
Samson  Mason,  Maury,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Parris, 
Petrikin,  S.  S.  Prentiss,  Bencher,  Robertson,  Sergeant, 
Shields,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Towns, 
Underwood,  S.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Word,  Yell — 46. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Andrews,  Aycrigg,  Beers,  Beirne, 
Bicknell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Brodhead, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Casey.  Chaney, 
Cheatham,  Cleveland,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cushman, 
Davee,  Davies,  Deberry,  Edwards,  Everett,  Farrington, 
Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gid- 
dings, Goode,  William  Graham,  Grantland,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Halsted,  Hammond,  Hastings,  Haynes, 
Henry,  Htrod,  Howard,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jenifer, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  Kennedy, 
Klingensmith,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loomis,  McKay,  Rob- 
ert McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  Mc- 
Kennan, Mercer,  Moore,  Morgan,  Naylor,  Noble,  Par- 
ker, Parmenter,  Paynter,  Peck,  Phelps,  Potts,  Pratt, 
J.  H.  Prentiss.  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Reily,  Ridgway,  Robinson,  Russell,  Sheffer,  Augustine 
H.  Shepherd,  Sheplor,  Slade,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Tavlor, 
Tillinghast,  Titus,  Toucey,  Webster,  Weeks,  L.  Wil- 
liams,'.!. W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Worthing- 
ton— 99. 

So  the  house  refused  to  reconsider. 

T-he  other  bills  reported  by  the  committee  were 
then  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  phy- 
sician to  the  penitentiary,  was  read  a third  time 
and  rejected. 

The  bill  against  duelling  was  then  read  a third 
time,  ayes  88  nays  19.  No  quorum.  A call  of  the 
house  was  ordered  and  proceeded  in,  and  alter  oc- 
cupying about  two  hours,  a quorum  was  brought 
together,  and  the  bill  was  passed  by  the  following 
vote  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Alien, 
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John  W.  Allen,  Andrews,  Aycrigg,  Banks,  Beatty, 
Beers,  Biirne,  Bell,  Bicknell,  B.rdsull,  Bond,  Borden, 
Bi'i|TO's,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  William  B.  Cailioun,  John 
Camp  hell,  Casey,  Cheatham,  Clark,  Clo.vney,  Corwin, 
Cranston,  Cushman,  Davee,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dunn, 
Everett,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Gar- 
land G:d dings,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Grantland, 
Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Ilalsted,  Harper, 
Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Holt,  Ingham, 
Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
N.  Jones,  Keim,  Kennedy,  Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Lo- 

fan,  Loomis,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maxwell,  McKav,  R 
IcClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McKenna;-,,  Mercer,  Mor- 
gan, Naylor,  Noble,  Parker,  Purmen'er,  Paynter,  Peck, 
Phelps,  Potts,  Pratt,  John  H.  Pientiss,  Putnam,  Ran- 
dolph, Reed,  Roily,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robinson, 
Russell,  Sergeanr,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Slade,  Spencer, 
Smart,  Stratmn,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Tillinghast,  Titus 
Toland.  Toucey,  Webster,  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams, 
J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yorkt — 110. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bouldin,  John  Calhoun,  William 
B.  Campbell,  Chambers,  Coles,  Dromgoole,  Hamer, 
Harrison,  Hawkins,  Howard  Montgomery,  Petrikin, 
Sawyer,  Thomas,  Turney,  Word — 21. 

Tlie  house  then,  at  8 o’clock  P.  M.  adjourned. 

Thursday , February  15.  Mr.  Clark , of  New  York, 
on  leave,  laid  on  the  table,  with  a view  to  have  it 
printed,  a substitute  lor  the  independent  treasury 
bill. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unlinished  business,  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Robertson  continued  his  remarks,  and  con- 
cluded as  the  morning  hour  expired. 

Mr.  Cainbreleng  rose  and  said  that  he  held  in  his 
hand  a memorial  which  he  hoped  he  would  be  al- 
lowed at  this  time  to  lay  before  the  house.  It  was 
respectful  in  its  language,  otherwise  lie  would  not 
present  it.  It  came  from  the  collector  of  the  port 
of  New  York.  Objection  having  been  made, 

Mr.  Cumbreler.g  said  that,  as  it  was  a matter  of 
sheer  justice  that  this  memorial  should  be  present- 
ed, he  would  move  a suspension  of  the  rule.  And 
he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion  ; which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Menifee  requested  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Cainbreleng ) to  explain  what  the  object 
of  this  memerial  was. 

Mr.  Cainbreleng  said  that,  by  leave  of  the  house, 
he  would  explain. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  Menifee  inquired  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  whether  this  was  a mondial  lrom  the  collec- 
tor or tne  purl  or  New  York,  protesting  against  the 
action  of  a committee  of  this  house  ? 

Mr.  Cumbrelcng.  Not  protesting  ; but  merely 
stating  his  own  case,  and  asking  the  house  to  take 
measures  to  prosecute  an  inquiry  in  relation  to  a 
witness. 

Mr.  Chambers  said  he  hoped  all  opposition  to  the 
presentation  ofthe  paper  would  be  withdrawn.  He 
thought  the  wounded  pigeons  ought  to  be  permitted 
to  flutter,  and  that  it  would  be  impolitic  to  refuse 
them  permission  to  manifest  that  they  felt  the 
strength  by  which  they  were  hit. 

The  motion  to  suspend  was  disagreed  to,  yeas  124 
nays  73  ; not  two-thirds. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
executive  communications : 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  com- 
pliance with  a resolution  ofthe  house  ol  represent- 
atives ofthe  11th  instant,  directing  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  to  inform  the  house  what  pay  and  emolu- 
ments are  allowed  to  lieutenant  Wilkes  and  the  offi- 
cers under  his  command  in  the  exploring  expedi- 
tion. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  an- 
swer to  the  resolution  of  of  the  house  of  the  Uth 
instant,  requiring  the  secretary  to  furnish  a tabular 
statement  ol  the  annual  value  of  imports,  payments 
into  the  treasury  on  account  of  them,  and  the 
whole  cost  of  their  collection,  with  the  rate  per 
cent.  &c. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  submitted  a letter  from  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  in  relation  to  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments  by  the  branch  of  the  bank  ofthe 
state  of  Alabama  at  Mobilp,  which  is  indebted  to 
government  for  deposite3  to  the  amount  of  about 
$600,000. 

Also,  a letter  from  the  s-cretary  of  the  treasury, 
transmitting  a communication  from  the  collector  ot 
the  port  of  New  York,  announcing  the  loss  of  three 
ofthe  New  York  packet  ships,  with  all  their  valua- 
ble cargoes,  and  suggesting  the  necessity  of  some 
provision  by  congress  lor  meeting  the  emergencies 
into  which  the  public  service  is  liable  to  be  thrown 
by  sudden  contingencies  and  fluctuations  in  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  required  by  law. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  obedience  to  a resolu- 
tion of  the  house  ofthe 'lst  instant,  transmitting  co- 
pies of  the  charges  preferred  by  Charles  C.  Barton 
against  captain  Jesse  D.  Elliott. 


Mr.  Naylor  thereupon  submitted  the  following 
motion  : 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  printed,  and  that  a self  c 
committee  of be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  offi- 

cial conduct  of  captain  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  of  the  Uni  ted 
.-hales  navy,  while  in  command  of  the  squadron  in  the 
Mediterranean,  in  the  years  1887  and  1831,  and  par- 
ocularly  into  the  allegations  of  tyranny  and  oppression 
towards  the  officers  under  his  command  ; and  that  the 
said  committee  have  power  to  fend  fjr  persons  and 
papers,  and  have  leave  of  abst  nee  irom  the  service  ol 
tlie  house  while  engaged  in  the  inquiries  committed  to 
them  by  this  resolution. 

A long  debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Naylor 
McClure,  Prentiss,  of  Miss.,  and  Pickens,  took  part ; 
it  was  terminated  by  Mr.  Cumbieleng  moving  the 
previous  question,  which  was  seconded,  put  and 
carried  ; and  the  main  question  being  on  Mr.  Nay 
lor’s  resolution,  it  was  carried,  and  the  resolution 
agreed  to,  63  ta  59.  Ordered  that  the  select  com- 
mittee consist  of  seven  members. 

[The  committee  was  announced  the  day  after,  as 
composed  of  tlie  follow  ing  gpntlemen: 

Messrs.  Naylor,  McClure,  Hoffman,  Ingham,  Mal- 
lory, Hamer,  and  Lyon. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  on  his  own  motion,  was  excused, 
and  Mr.  Chambers  appointed  in  his  place.] 

The  remainder  ofthe  day  was  spent  in  committee 
ofthe  whole  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropria- 
tion bill,  the  subject  under  debate  being  a motion  to 
abolish  the  board  of  navy  commissioners  from  the 
first  of  July  next.  The  coinmitte  rose,  without 
coming  to  any  conclusion,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  February  15.  Mr.  Harrison,  ot  Missoni i, 
addressed  the  house  during  the  morning  hour,  on  the 
sebjeet  ofthe  repoit  of  tlie  select  committee  on  the 
public  lands,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  ot  Mr.  Robert- 
son, and  gave  way,  without  concluding,  for  the  or- 
ders of  the  da}’. 

After  several  ineffectual  motions  to  change  the 
order  of  business,  the  house  again  went  into  com- 
mittee on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill, 
the  question  to  abolish  the  navy  board  being  still 
pending,  after  a protracted  debate  till  near  5 o’clock, 
the  committee  again  rose  without  coming  to  any  con- 
clusion, and  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  February  16.  Mr.  Harrison  resumed 
his  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  and 
had  not  concluded  when  the  orders  of  tlie  day  were 
announced. 

Mr.  Biddle.  011  leave,  presented  a memorial  on  the 
suD|ecc  or  Mexican  spoliations.  The  following 
statement  made  by  him  explains  its  object. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  it  was  a memorial  which  had  been 
adopted  at  a meeting  held  at  New  Orleans  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  having  claims  against 
Mexico  for  spoilations  of  their  property,  and  outrages 
on  their  persons.  It  expressed,  in  strong  terms,  a 
belief  that  the  proposal  lor  an  arbitration  had  its  ori- 
gin in  a wish  to  amuse  and  baffle.  Fiomthe  memo- 
rial, it  appears  that  our  government,  in  its  anxiety  to 
have  the  scheme  of  arbitration  ratified,  sent  out  the 
Mexican  messenger  in  one  of  (he  public  vessels  ot 
the  United  States;  that  the  vessel  waited  a long  time 
at  Vera  Cruz,  and  at  length  returned  without  either 
the  messenger  or  the  ratified  treaty  ; and  the  memo- 
rialists state  that  these  letters  from  Mexico  as  late  as 
the  10th  of  January,  declare  that  the  treaty  had  not 
been,  and  never  would  be,  ratified. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  time  had  now  elapsed  within 
which  the  treaty,  by  its  own  stipulation,  must  be  ra- 
tified. It  had,  therefore,  been  suffered  to  fall  to  the 
ground,  in  flagrant  perfidy  of  the  professions  under 
which  the  offer  was  made.  Every  one  must  see  that 
Mexico  believed  she  could  play  off’  these  tricks  to 
the  end  of  tlie  chapter  on  our  credulity  and  tameness. 
True,  the  present  condition  of  that  country  was  not 
one  to  provoke  attack  from  a generous  enemy. 
But  for  years  the  same  game  had  been  played,  and 
would  continue  so  long  as  we  were  found  the  easy 
dupes  of  each  successive  stratagem.  Our  citizens 
were  justly  mortified  in  comparing  our  own  sluggish 
indifference  with  tlie  promptitude  and  energy  ol 
other  nations.  There  was  not  an  American  along 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  who  would  not  gladly  pass  him- 
self off  fora  Frenchman,  and  point  to  the  dreaded 
tri-color,  rather  than  acknowledge  our  own  despised 
stars  and  stripes. 

It  would  be  recollected  that  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs,  (Mr.  Howard,)  when 
he  (Mr.  B.)  brought  this  subject  up  at  the  last  ses 
sion,  expressed  a conviction  that  this  arbiliation  was 
a mere  device  to  gain  time,  and  would  end  in  nothing. 
How,  then,  could  this  committee  now  refuse  to  act? 
In  accepting  the  overture  as  to  an  arbitration,  the 
president  had  expressly  stipulated  that  it  should  not 
interfere  with  the  actionof  congress.  Mexico,  there- 
fore, had  her  eyes  fixed  on  this  body,  and  would  do 
nothing  until  she  saw  a vigorous  movement  here. 
The  session  was  now  near  its  close,  and  it  was  im- 
portant that  the  attention  of  the  committee  should 
be  promptly  drawn  to  the  subject. 


The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  coiumiitee  on 
foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Cusey  moved  a suspension  ofthe  rules  for  the 
purpose  ol  submitting  the  following  resolutions : 
Whereas,  by  die  act  of  congress  regulating  the  de- 
posite  of  die  public  money  in  die  state  banks,  approved 
June  23,  1836,  it  was  provided  that  at  least  one  bank 
be  selecied  in  each  siate  or  territory,  it  any  such  existed 
willing  to  be  employed  as  a depository  of’  die  public 
mo  :ey  ; and,  whereas,  there  are  two  banks  in  ihe  slate 
ot  Illinois,  both  of  them  solvent  and  safe,  neither  of 
which  is  now  employed  as  the  depository  of  the  public 
money  collecied  m the  said  stale  ; and,  whereas,  the 
money  so  collected  in  Illinois  is  deposited  in  die  slate 
bank  of  Missouri,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  the  said 
banks  of  Illinois,  and  the  people  of  tlie  slate  ; and, 
whereas,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  ot  1789,  has  selected  many  banks  which 
would  tiavc  been  excluded  from  the  benefits  ol  the  de- 
posite  act  of  1836,  as  depositories  of  the  public  money, 
which  said  banks,  in  common  with  the  banks  of  Illinois 
could  nut  have  been  selected  as  depositories  of  the  pub- 
lic money  under  the  provisions  of  tlie  acL  ofl836  : there- 
fore, 

Resolved.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  inform 
this  house  at  what  lime  the  bank  of  the  state  of  Mis- 
souri was  made  a deposite  bank,  and  what  amount  of 
its  own  notes  said  bank  had  in  eirculadon,  and  what 
amount  of  specie  it  had  in  its  vaults  when  it  was  selec- 
ted : that  he  state  particularly  the  amount  of  specie 
said  bank  had  in  its  vaults  on  the  5th  of  July,  and  on 
the  16. h of  August,  1837 ; also,  that  he  inform  this 
house  ofthe  amount  of  money  received  for  public  lands 
in  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  deposited  in  said  bank  since 
it  has  been  selected  as  such  depository. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  inform  this  house  why 
he  may  not,  under  the  act  of  congress  of  1739,  select 
one  or  both  of  the  banks  of  Illinois  as  depositories  of 
the  public  money  collected  in  said  siate,  should  it  satis- 
factorily appear  that  the  said  banks  are  solvent  specie- 
paying  banks,  and  would  be  sate  depositories  of  the 
public  money. 

The  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rule,  yeas  92 
nays  68,  not  two-thirds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay,  5,000  extra  copies  of 
tlie  report  of  the  select  committee  (of  which  Mr. 
Hunter,  of  Virginia,  was  chairman ) on  tile  subject 
ot  the  currency,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  committee  being  called  on  for  reports,  those 
of  a public  nature  were  as  lollows  : 

Mr.  Corwin,  front  the  committee  on  the  judiciary , 
reported,  w ithout  amendment,  senate  bill  to  prevent 
the  counterfeiting  of  any  foreign  copper,  gold,  sil- 
ver, or  other  coin,  and  to  prevent  the  bringing  into 
the  United  States  or  uttering  any  counterfeit  foreign 
copper,  gold,  silver,  or  other  coin. 

Mr.  R.  Garland,  from  the  committee  on  private 
land  claims,  reported  without  amendment  senate 
bill  to  confirm  claims  to  landsin  the  district  between 
the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers. 

Mr.  Everett,  from  the  committee  on  rndian  affairs, 
repotted  senate  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  enti- 
ted  “ An  act  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the 
department  of  Indian  affairs,”  and  “ An  act  to  regu- 
late trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontier,”  approved 
June  13,  1834,  with  amendment. 

Mr.  McKay,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  af- 
fairs, reported  senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  captain 
Snodgrass’  company  of  Alabama  volunteers,  with 
amendments. 

Also,  a bill  making  appropriation  for  the  repair 
and  rebuilding  of  tlie  wharves  of  the  forts  in  New 
York  harbor. 

Also,  made  a report  against  the  petitions  of  inhab- 
itants  of  Springfield,  asking  a retrocession  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  over  the  territory 
ofthe  armory  at  Springfield,  Mass.  ; and  ol  inhabi- 
tants of  Virginia  lor  a bridge  across  Shenandoah 
river  at  Harper’s  Ferry. 

Mr.  Flelchcr,  of  Vermont,  from  the  committee  on 
patents,  reported  a bill  in  addition  to  an  act  to 
promote  the  progress  of  the  useful  arts. 

Mr.  Evans,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals, made  a repoit  against  the  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  St.  Augustine,  for  a railroad  between  St. 
Augustine  and  Picolata. 

Mr.  Cushing,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs made  a supplemental  report  on  the  occupation 
of  Oregon  ; and,  on  his  motion,  10,000  extra  copies 
ofthe  repoit  and  accompanying  maps,  were  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee  on  the  library,  re- 
ported the  following  joint  resolution  : 

“ Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  oj  America  in  congress  assembled,  That 
the  clerk  of  this  house  be  directed  to  subscribe  for  one 
copyofNiles’  National  Register  for  each  county  clerk 
in  every  congressional  district  in  those  stales  in  which 
clerks’  offices  are  established,  and  one  copy  for  every 
tfficer  in  those  states  in  which  said  offices  are  not  cstab- 
islied.  whose  dut’es  approxtnate  mostclosly  to  the  duties 
of  the  clerks  aforesaid,  and  also  one  copy  of  said  Regis- 
ter for  each  member  of  congress,  Provided,  the  editor  of 
said  Register  will  agree  to  publish  in,  or  as  a part  ot 
said  work,  under  the  direction  of  the  speaker  of  this 
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house,  the  entire  journals  of  botli  houses  of  congress, 
with  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  all  questions  decided,  and 
at  the  end  of  every  session  all  the  laws  passed  and  the 
treaties  ratified  thereat ; and  furnish  the  clerks  and 
other  officers  aforesaid,  and  all  who  are  now  subscribers, 
or  may  hereafter  become  subscribers  to  said  Register, 
with  one  copy  of  said  journal  and  laws  respectively, 
without  any  addition  to  the  subscription  price. 

Resolved,  That  said  subscription  commence  with  and 
include  the  journals  and  laws  of  the  present  congress. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  twice,  Mr.  P. 
moved  its  postponement  till  Monday,  but,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Toucey,  it  was  referred  to  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  union. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  answer  to  a resolution 
of  the  house  of  the  11th  instant,  transmitting  a 
copy  of  the  communication  of  com.  Jesse  D.  Elli- 
ott, enclosing  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial 
in  the  case  of  lieut.  C.  G.  Hunter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  again 
resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Banks,  of  Virginia,  in  the 
chair,)  on  Ihe  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
hill,  the  question  pending  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bronson  to  strike  out  one  half  of  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  compensation  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  navy  board,  and  to  abolish  the  board  itself  from 
and  after  the  first  of  July  next. 

Alter  considerable  discussion,  in  which  Messrs. 
Evans,  Reed  and  Jenifer  opposed  the  motion,  and 
Mr.  Mallory  sustained  it,  the  bill  was  informally 
laid  aside  without  taking  the  question  ; and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  took  up  the  bill 
to  extend  the  time  of  issuing  the  balance  of  treasury 
notes,  which  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a third  time  on  Monday.  The 
house  then  adjourned. 

Monday,  Feb.  18.  Mr.  Mallory  (the  rules  hav- 
ing been  suspended  for  the  purpose,  by  106  to  26) 
submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  for  the  more  effectual  execution  of 
the  ministerial  duties  of  the  navy  department,  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy  be  directed  to  report  to  this  house, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  congress,  a plan  for 
the  reorganization  of  this  branch  of  the  public  service, 
adopting  as  the  basis  of  his  pfora  the  division  of  those 
duties  now  performed  by  the  board  of  commissioners, 
and  their  assignment  to  separate  bureaus. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolution,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Evans,  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  subject,  and  sev- 
eral motions  thereon,  the  house  adopted  an  order 
to  dispense  with  formally  calling  the  states  through 
for  petitions,  but  that  each  member  should  present 
them  at  the  clerk’s  table,  to  be  entered  on  the  jour- 
nal. , . 

Mr.  Ingham,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  the  senate  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  mas- 
ters in  the  navy. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour,  being  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Harrison  continued  and  concluded  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  Parker,  of  New  York,  obtained  the  floor, 
but  there  being  only  fifteen  minutes  of  the  morning 
hour  remaining,  the  house,  by  general  consent,  pas- 
sed to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Robertson  (leave  having  been  denied)  moved 
a suspension  ot  the  rule  to  enable  him  to  submit  a 
motion  that  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on 
the  public  lands,  and  the  whole  subject  relating 
thereto,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  be  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  (after  half  past  one  o’clock)  for 
to-morrow  and  the  next  day. 

Mr.  R.  expressed  the  hope  that  this  would  be 
considered  a test  vote,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  suspend,  which  were  ordered, 
and.  being  taken,  were  yeas  62,  nays  106. 

So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

On  leave  given,  Mr.  Rice  Garland  presented 
certain  joint  resolutions  from  the  legislature  of 
Louisiana,  on  the  subject  of  the  public  revenue, 
the  sub-treasury,  a national  bank,  &c.,  and  in  lavor 
of  the  latter. 

Mr.  G.  asked  that  the  house  would  allow  him 
the  privilege  of  addressing  it  lor  five  minutes. 

Objection  having  been  made,  Mr.  G.  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  which  motion  (ayes  80, 
noes  53,  not  two-thirds)  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Cambreleng , the  house  took  up 
the  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  “ An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  issue  of  treasury  notes.” 

The  bill  was  on  its  final  passage,  and  a long  de- 
bate ensued  upon  it,  in  which  Messrs.  Rice  Gar- 
land, Cambreleng , Menefee,  Underwood,  Biddle, 
Pickens,  R/ietl,  Bell,  Lyon,  Halsled  and  Pottei  par- 
ticipated ; when 

Mr.  C.  H.  Williams  moved  the  previous  question  ; 
but  withdrew  it  to  accommodate  Mr.  Stanly,  who, 
after  some  remarks,  renewed  the  motion. 


The  previous  question  was  seconded,  put,  and 
carried;  when  Mr.  Graves  demanded  a call  of  the 
house.  It  was  ordered,  and  the  house  was  called  ; 
and'the  names  of  absentees  having  been  again  called, 
the  call  was  suspended  ; when  the  main  question, 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  was  carried  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows  : yeas  102,  nays  83.  And  then 
(he  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  February  19.  The  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  lands  was  resumed. 

M r.  Parker  of  N.  Y.  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  house  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  in  a general  review  of 
the  propositions  of  Mr.  Harrison  anil  Mr.  Robertson. 

Mr.  P.  had  not  concluded  when,  the  hour  having 
elapsed,  Ihe  house  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr  .Mallory  (leave  having  been  denied)  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
and  considering  the  following  resolution  ottered  by 
him  yesterday  : 

Resolved,  That  for  the  more  effectual  execution  of  the 
ministerial  duties  of  the  navy  department,  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  be  directed  to  report  to  this  house,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  congress,  a plan  for  the  re- 
organization of  this  branch  of  the  public  service,  adop- 
tiiig  as  the  basis  of  his  plan  the  division  of  those  duties 
now  performed  by  the  hoard  of  commissioners,  and 
their  assignment  to  separate  bureaus. 

And  the  rule  (ayes  8S,  noes  44)  was  suspended. 
Mr.  Mallory  then  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  S.  Williams  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table.  Lost  without  a division. 

The  previous  question  was  carried,  110  to  72,  and 
the  resolution  adopted. 

Mr.  Everctl  (leave  having  been  denied)  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  house  a statement  of  the  proceedings  of 
his  department  in  the  execution  of  the  first  and  second 
provisions  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Novem- 
ber, 1837,  with  the  Winnebago  Indians,  and  copies  of 
all  correspondence  relating  thereto;  and,  also,  a state- 
ment of  anv  information  received  relating  to  any  spec- 
ulation or  alleged  misconduct  of  any  person  or  persons 
employed  in  ihe  execution  of  the  said  provisions,  and 
copies  of  all  correspondence  relating  thereto. 

And  on  Ihe  motion  to  suspend,  Mr.  E.  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  ta- 
ken, were,  yeas  127,  nays  43. 

So  the  rule  was  suspended  ; and  the  house  having 
agreed  to  consider  the  resolution  at  this  time, 

Mr.  Parker,  of  New  York,  proposed  me  rollow- 
ing  amendment : 

“ And  the  report  made  on  that  subject  by  the  com- 
mission'd-of  Indian  affairs,  and  the  decision  of  the  sec- 
retary of  war  thereon.” 

Mr.  Everett  accepted  the  modification,  and  the 
resolution  as  modified  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  again 
resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union  (Mr.  Banks  in  the  chair)  on  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  amendment 
in  relation  to  The  board  of  navy  commissioners. 

Mr.  Kennedy  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor)  ad- 
dressed the  committee  at  length  in  a review  of  the 
course  of  polilical  events  in  the  U.  Mates  for  the  last 
ten  years.  When  he  had  concluded  his  remarks, 
Mr.  Howard  addressed  the  committee  in  reply. 
Mr.  Kennedy  very  briefly  rejoined. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  amendment 
to  the  bill  offered  bv  Mr.  Bronson , 

Mr.  Bronson  said  that,  at  the  suggestion  of  many 
gentlemen  who  were  friendly  to  the  amendment  it- 
self, but  who  did  not  consider  this  as  the  proper 
time  to  press  it,  and  especially  since  the  passage  of 
the  resolution  of  this  morning  rendered  further  ac- 
tion at  this  time  unnecessary,  he  would  withdraw 
the  amendment  he  had  offered  ; and  he  withdrew,  it 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Slade  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
an  appropriation  to  cover  the  outfit  andsalaiy  of  a 
diplomatic  agent  to  Hayti,  but  the  amendment  was 
ruled  to  be  out  of  order  until  that  part  of  the  hill 
embracing  diplomatic  provisions  was  reached. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bynum,  the  committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday , February  20.  The  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  the  morning  hour  was  the  report  of  the  se- 
lect committee  in  relation  to  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Parker,  of  New  York,  concluded  his  remarks, 
and  was  followed  by 

Mr.  Yell,  who  addressed  the  house,  and  had  not 
concluded  his  remarks  when  (the  hour  having  elap- 
sed) the  speaker  announced  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Casey  (leave  having  been  denied)  moved  a 
suspension  ot  the  rules,  to  enable  him  lo  otter  a re 
solution,  calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for 
! certain  information  in  relation  to  the  bank3  ol  lllt- 
I nois,  &.C.,  &c.  [See  proceedings  of  Saturday.] 
Which  motion  was  rejected. 

END  OF  VOLUME  LV. 


Mr.  Downing  presented  a memorial  of  people  of 
Florida,  assembled  in  convention  at  St.  Joseph’s, 
on  the  11th  of  January,  1839,  signed  by  Robert 
Raymond  Reid  and  others,  a committee  of  said  con- 
vention, praying  that  Florida  may  be  recognized  as 
a state,  and  admitted  into  the  union  on  an  equal 
fooling.with  the  original  states.  The  said  memo- 
rial is  accompanied  by  a copy  of  the  territorial  law, 
authorizing  the  holding  ot  a convention  to  form  a 
constitution  and  state  government ; also,  the  con- 
stitution and  form  of  government  adopted  by  said 
convention  for  the  people  of  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  five  thousand  extra  copies 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Naylor  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
house,  at  this  time,  to  present  a series  of  resolu- 
tions which  (he  said ) be  was  directed  lo  report  to 
the  house,  as  chairman  of  the  select  committee 
appointed  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  capt.  Jesse 
Elliott,  while  in  command  of  the  Mediterranean  1 
squadron.  Objection  having  been  made, 

Mr.  N.  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule. 

Which  motion  (ayes  87,  noes  50,  not  two-thirds 
voting  in  the  affirmative)  was  rejected. 

The  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  re- 
solved itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union  (Mr.  Banks  in  the  chair)  on  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

The  pending  question  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Bronson,  to  insert  a proviso  at  the  end  of  page  17, 
declaring  that  no  part  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  states  should  be  paid 
to  the  clerk  for  printed  copies  of  papers  which  had 
been  printed  and  already  paid  for  by  the  United 
State  s.  Mr.  Bynum,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  committee  at  great  length  on  political 
topics  generally,  and  especially  in  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Kennedy,  submitted  yesterday. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Williams  obtained  the  floor,  and  then, 
on  his  motion,  the  committee  rose  and  reported,  and 
after  the  transaction  of  some  minor  business,  the 
house  adjourned. 

In  senate,  Feb.  20.  After  the  transaction  of  some 
business,  which  shall  be  noticed  irt  the  next 
“Register,”  the  brll  to  prevent  the  interference 
of  ceitain  federal  officers  it)  elections  was  again 
taken  up,  when  Mr.  Cuthbert  addressed  the  senate 
at  length  in  opposition  to  it.  The  bill  was  then  infor- 
mally passed  over,  after  Mr.  Calhoun  had  given 
notice  of  his  intention  to  address  the  senate  on  the  j 
subject ; the  remainder  0f  the  session  was  occupied 

in  considering  the  bill  for  the  relief  vfMro-siira  M, 

Alexander,  which  was  finally  passed  by  the  cast- 
ing vote  of  the  vice-president.  Adjourned. 

In  senate,  Feb.  21.  A number  of  resolutions 
having  been  submitted,  and  some  business  of  minor 
importance  disposed  of,  the  bill  more  effectually  to 
preserve  the  public  money  in  the  hands  ot  the  of- 
ficers and  agents  of  the  government,  &c.  came  up 
on  its  third  reading,  when  a debate  ensued  between 
Messrs.  Webster,  i [ubbard,  and  Clay  ot  Kentucky. 
The  latter  gentleman  concluded  his  remarks  by  a 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions  to 
amend  it,  so  as  to  designate  that  the  public  tunds 
of  the  government  should  be  deposited  to  the  credit 
ol  the  treasurer  of  the  United  Slates,  and  not  to  the 
private  credit  of  the  officer — which  motion  was  lost 
—ayes  16,  noes  24.  The  bill  was  then  passed— 
ayes  28,  noes  15. 

A numberof  bills  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  some  other  business  transacted,  the  particulars 
of  all  which  shall  be  given  in  our  next — when  the 
seriate  adjourned. 

In  senate,  Feb.  22.  The  bill  for  erecting  a new 
jail  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  taken  up,  the 
blank  filled  with  $31,000,  ana  passed.  The  bill  to 
prevent  the  interference  of  certain  lederal  officers 
in  elections,  8tc.  was  taken  up,  when  Mr.  Calhoun 
gave  liis  views  at  length  against  tire  bill.  The  bill 
was  then  passed  over,  and  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
protection  of  the  citizens  of  the  U . States  in  the 
Oregon  territory  taken  up.  Mr.  I.ifin  explained 
and  advocated  it,  and  Mr.  Niles  opposed  it— its  fur- 
ther consideration  was  then  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. . , ... 

The  house  of  representatives  was  occupied  until  a 
late  hour  on  Thursday  arid  a portion  ol  Friday,  in 
considering  a resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Prentiss 
of  Mississippi,  to  enquire  whether  Dr.  Duncan  ot 
Ohio  was  the  author  of  ceitain  letters  published  in 
the  Globe  of  the  day  previous,  assailing  Messrs. 
Stanly  of  N.  C.  and  Soulhgate,  of  Kentucky,  and  if 
so,  whether  the  said  Duncan  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
pelled from  the  house.  On  Friday  the  whole  sub- 
ject was  laid  on  the  table — ayes  117,  nays  94.  The 
discussion  which  arose  upon  these  propositions, 
was,  perhaps,  the  most  exciting  ever  witnessed  in 
that  body  ; and  to  gratify  public  curiosity,  and  in 
justice  to  the  parties,  we  will  publish  the  proceed- 
ings at  length  in  tile  next  “ Register.” 
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